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TO THE

SUBSCRIBERS
FOR THE

Arminian Magazine.

DEAR FRIENDS AND BRETHREN)

^HEformer volume of this work, like all other human cojfl^

pilations, has both its excellencies and dcfcls. But as we

intend to aim at an improvement every year, zveJJiall carefully

attend to any judicious remarks, which our candid readers

may think proper to fuggefl. In this volume you have more

experimental pieces and letters. Bfliop AJlury s journal en-

larged may have its ufe to his own heart, by reminding him of

fome of the mof painful and pleafing circumfances of his life.

And as it may quicken his ownfoul on review, it may likewife re-

mind his oldfriends offome ufful matters;^ that they may com-

pare thepajl with the prefent, and either weep or rejoice, as oc-

cafion may require, when they meafure their prefnt with their

pafl experience. As no otherfatifactory account can be pro-

cured, this journal will be the more acceptable to many, as it

contains a brief relation of the progrefs of Methodfm, Jlep

by flep, through the continent of America.

The journal of cur very venerable friend, John Wejlcy,

needs no recommendation at all. It abounds with the moft

pleafing and fmple accounts of ifcany remarkable places and

events in the three kingdoms of Great Britain; zvhich are ve~

ry acceptable both to Americans and Europeans. But what

renders this journal mof proftable t is his faithful and cir-

cumfiantiai
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fiiirriftanlial account of the work of GOD; and the vflrumenis

•employed bothfor and againft it.

In this volume, you alfo have the life and death of our

filmofl inimitable friend, John Fletcher; which, conjidering

•the compiler and the matter\ brings its own recommendation.

It is worthy of obfervation that, in time, this Magazine

mayforma complete American library; as mofl of our pub-

lications will be included therein. Unbound trails are foon

damaged or loft : but here all is fecured in good binding*

And this Magazine mayferve the next generation.

Great care.zvill be taken to keep up the goodnefs of the

paper, printing and binding ; and to render the whole work

as acceptable and ufeful as pojfible,

Signed in behalf of the council^

FRANCIS AS BURY..

Baltimore, Dec. 8, 17B9*

#3* Some of the firft volumes of this

work are yet to be had, by a timely ap-

plication.

ft 'jr
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An APPEAL to the GOSPELfor the true DoElrint

of DIVINE PREDESTINATION, COIlCOrded wM tllC

Orthodox Doctrine of GOD'5 free-grace, and

MAN'S FREE-WILL.

By JOHN PLAIFERE, B. D.

[Concluded from Vol. I. Pdge 560.]

CHAP. IX.

Concerning the Solvability of the Heathen.

THAT GOD, for the merit of Chrift, will accept of the

fincere endeavours of all men who live according to

their bell abilities, though he was not pleafed to blefs

all with the light of revelation, may be argued in the fol-

lowing manner.

If we make a refearch into what all religion is founded

upon, it will appear principally to be the belief of the Di-

vine goodnefs. Without this men could not think the

Supreme Being to be of fuch condefcenfion, as to take

notice of them and their actions ; much lefs would any cre-

dit his having revealed himfelf to men, or reconciled bim-

felf to us by the incarnation and fufferings of his Son.

Whatfoever, therefore, weakens the belief of this, mull

leflen



6 THE DOCTRINE OF PREDESTINATION

lelTen the credibility of religion. But that GOD fhould not

only have given greater light to the viable church, but alfo

have wholly excluded the bulk of mankind, who never had

opportunity of coming within the pale of it, from a poffi-

bility of falvation, feems no way reconcilcable with it. For,

if to have raifcd out of the womb of nothing, infinite myriads

of men, into a condition from which they fhould unavoid-

ably drop into eternal and unutterable forrows, be confident

with gooclnefs^ contradictions may be true, and all rational

deductions but a dream. It therefore feems necefTary to

conclude, from the benignity of the Divine Nature, that he

would give, to all thofe whom he had brought under the dis-

advantageous efTefts of their progenitor's difobedience, a pof-

fibility, at leaft, of avoiding the miferable confequences, and

of bettering their condition.

Let us next inquire, whether there hath not been, and

may not be, fome out of the pale of the church, whofe be-

haviour might in reafon incline us to think them fit objecls for

the Divine compaflion. And this fca-rce needs proof among

wife and difpaflionate men; it fhall, therefore, fuffice to men-

tion an inftahce or two, out of the great variety which an-

cient and modern accounts afford us.

If one was to enter into the character of Socrates, it would

be eafy to fet it in a very advantageous light. The ufeful-

nefs of his fludies and labours in improving and recommend-

ing morality, the inofTenfivenefs of his behaviour, the admi-

rable fimplicity and patience which he every where manitelt-

ed, the occafion of his death, and his meek fubmiflion and

magnanimous carriage in undergoing it, would juflify very

mining encomiums. And it is plain lie a61ed upon worthy

principles: for it is impoflible that the human mind fhould

have had more juft and exalted thoughts than thofe of his,

preferved by Plato. " I have good hope," faith he, in one

of his lafl conferences, that thofe who have ended this life,

" are not wholly extinct; and that it is far better with the good

" than the vicious." To pafs over many noble fentiments

which he uttered, as he drew towards the cataftrophe of an,

illufirious life ; what a happy confcioufnefs in his own in-

tegrity*



CONCORDED WITH FREE GRACE. 7

tegrity, becoming diffidence in his own performances, and

trull in the Divine Goodoefs, is there in what he faith to Ol-

io ? " Whether GOD will bepleafed to approve of my ac-

,£ tions, I know not, but I have this good aflurance, that

V I have not been wanting in my endeavours ; and I have not

lefs good hopes, that he will favourably accept of them."

The parts which he and fome others aftcd, were indeed fo

very mining, that fome of the ancient * fathers have not fcru-

pled to efteem and call them Chriflians ; and a t modem, of

equally great learning and good-nature, hath given them a

kind of canonization. Ariftides alfo, Phocicn, Epicletus, and

fome other great names, might defervedly be mentioned to

their honour; men, who amidlt palpable ignorance, and moft

flagrant iniquity, dared to exert the molt heroic and confpi-

Cuous virtues ; but they mult be altogether Grangers in hif-

tory, who are unacquainted with their merit and juft eulo-

gium.

But if thefe, and fome others of the heroes of gentile

antiquity, fhould be thought to have been over-painted, ar

man can fcarce have the leall temptation to flatter the charac-

ter of the poor modern heathen. And yet many, efpecially fuch

as have travelled and converted with them, in thole parts

where they are not exafperatcd by the extravagancies, nor

Corrupted by the commerce of our Europeans, confirmed

what the Bifhop of Chiapa faith of fome of them: " The
* natives of the Weft Indies are endowed with the mod iri-

*' nocent fimplicity, being Grangers to diflimulation, artifice,

u andfraud; they ferve their fuperiors with anunbiaffed ndeli-

* ty, and are humble, patient, and fubmifiive towards their

*' conquerors, the Spaniards; they live peaceably, abhor
et

ftrife and contention, and are even ignorant of malice

" and revenge." And a little after he adds, " They have
'** a genius fharp and full of vivacity, very fufceptible of

" learning, and all the impreflions of found doclrine, and
*' very readily embrace the Catholic religion. Nor are

u they indeed averfe to any part of morality, but have better

" difpofiiions

•* Juft. Mart.. Apol. 2a. Idem, Apoi. la.

t Erafm. Conviv. Relig.
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*• diipofiiions for it than mofi: ofthe re't of the world ; becaufn

'* they live free horn the hurry and care of btifihefsi When
w they had once received fome ideas of our religion, they
" were fo inflamed with a defire to have a fuller knowledge
*' of it, that their inftru&ors had need of extraordinary pa-
*« tience, to moderate their impetuofitv, and to anfwer the

*' numerous queltions which they propounded. Certainly

" thefe nations would be the molt happy in the world, if

" they had but the knowledge of the true GOD: and thofe
44 who treated them fo inhumanly, are obliged to acknow-
11 ledge the natural goodneis of their tempers, and happy
" difpofiiions lor all kind of virtues.''

Befides thefe and numberlefs others, .we fee from an in-

flance in fcripture, that a Gentile, Acts x. 2, 3, 4. could

be devout andJear GOD, could be conjlant in prayer, and abun-

dant in good zuorks; and that this was accepted before GOD.
And if others in the heathen world do the beft they can

fas from the accounts we have of them, we mull charitably

judge they do) who can doubt but the common Father of

men looks upon them with the fame gracious eye? And
though the nnfearchable wifdom oi his providence thinks

not good to carry the gofpel into the countries where they arc

interfperfed, yet finely a memorial of them will be preferved

before him; and when he mall come to take an account of

his fervants, in as much as they did not bury, but improve

the one talent which they received, he fhall admit them

into their Matter's joy.

If the adorable goodnefs of GOD, and the innocent

fimphcity of many in the heathen world, incline us to

favourable thoughts of them; let us fee what countenance

the facred writings give us herein.

1. There feems to be room tor arguing from the many
declarations of the jultice and equity of GOD, Ezek. xviii.

tj. 29. Sec. Rom. ii. 11. it fcarcely appearing to human

apprehenfion, if the fmcere heathen (fuch as, probably, the

great patriarch pleaded for) mould periih with the wicked,

that the Judge cjo.il the earth would do right, Gen. xviii.

2£. For where wilful ignorance, or the rejecting of re-

vealed
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Vealed religion, is not chargeable, what is it that the mod
iufr. GOD can punifh ? Not believing or obeying the gof-

pel, it cannot be: for he can require no more of any than

he gave them means of attaining to; and can punifh only

the having acted beneath the abilities men were polleffed of

:

but it is impcihHe for anv to believe what they never heard,

or praclife what they have no notion of, Rom. x. 14. It

men have done their uLmoft towards improving their facul-

ties, and aftei fuitably to the deductions made according

to the clearefl light of reafon, or rather, according to the

true light, that lighteth every man that cometh into the

zrorld, John i. 9. mail he, whofe ways are moil equal,

pafs by the due ufe of what he gave, unrewarded, becaufe

he gave no more? Surely nothing is naturally good or evil,

odious or acceptable to GOD, if patience in afflictions,

meeknefs in bearing affronts and injuries, univerfal jufHce

and charity, are not approved of by him, when cpnfpicuoui

even in a heathen.

2. But the fuppofition we would willingly mal-:e, is cer-

tainly mo ft agreeable to that impartial goodneCs and phi*

lanthropy of GOD, which the facred writers fo much ce-

lebrate. In them we find, that he who is Lord over all,

is no refpccler of pcrfoiis, Acts x. 34. but is loving unto

every man, and rich unto all that call upon him, Rom.
x. 12. that he is not willing that anyJJwulJ perijh, 2 Pet,

iii. 9. but that all men Jhould come to repentance, and be

favid, 1 Tim. iv. 10. Which expreflions muft be curb-

ed with extraordinary limitations, if they are only ap-

plicable to the vifible church. And however fome men
ftudy evafions, it is not eafy to reconcile what the a-

poftle faith of GOD, with their rigid determinations;

zvho is the Saviour of all meny
cfpecially of ihcfe that

believe, 1 Tim. iv. 10. For how is he the Saviour

or all men, if he hath left the greater part without a

pofiibility of attaining falvation? and how is he more efpe-

cially the Saviour of fuch as believe, if he be in no degree

fo to others? *

Vol. II. B 3. All
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3. All the texts declaring the extenfivenefs of the 1 edempJ*
'

tioti Lv Chrift, if taken in their moll obvious fenfe, favour

fach a fuppofilioftt : as when he is faid to have given himjelf

a ranfom for all, 1 Tim. ii. 6. to be the Saviour of the

world, 1 John iv. 14. to have diedfor all. 2 Cor. v. 15,

to have tajled death for every wan, Heb. ii. 9. to be the

itiation- for the whole zcorld, 1 John ii. c. to hvrd'ta-

/en azbay the fins cf the world, John i. £9. and reconciled

it to GOD, 2 Cor. v. 19. And doubtlefs it fets a bright-

er luAre on the goodnefs and love of GOD to mankind,

and a more eminent value on the mediation of his Son, If

he, vvKo before all days faw through the extent of eternity,

and knew every individual of the yet unborn ages, did not

ronfine his falvation to men living in fome particular times,

and under fome particular circumitances
; but, for the in-

finite merits of the Redeemer, put the whole race of man-

kind into a condition of being accepted, upon their fincere

endeavour to make the belt ufe of the feveral means he fhculd

vouchfafe to give them. And this is agreeable to the moft

natural import of St. Paul's companion, Rom. v. 18. hs by

the offence cf one, &c. viz. that the merits of Chrift were

beneficial to as many as received detriment by the fall of

Adam. And the manner cf rcafening made ufe of by tha!

apoftle elfewhere, feems to he of the fame force; Jf one

diedfor all, then were all dead, 2 Cor. v. 14. J or if we

.at all reftrain the merit or defign of Chrift 's death, we ren-

der the apoflle's argument inconclufive. For if Chrift di-

ed only for fome, it mav flill be urged, that the reft might

not be dead, that is, might not be fo fallen in Adam, as-

to need his dying for them.

4. The umverfality cf a future judgment, which the

fcripture exprefbly declares, Matt. xxv. 32. A£h xvii. gi.

will fiirhifh us with another argument: for reafon telleth

lis, that judgment fuppofeth the party judged to have been in

a capacity or a£ting well or ill, of acting or not acting ;

and the fcripture confirms it, alluring us, that every man

flu!' be judged according to his works, Rev. xw 12. for

jio work, of a man can be judged either goo^ or bad. which

it



tfOKCORDED WITH FREE GRACE, 1 L

it was not in his power to do fome other way, or omit.

Since, then, a wife GOD will make a folemn fcrutiny into

the works of the heathen as well as of others, it is plain,

they might poflibly have fo acted as to be acquitted. And
indeed it cannot be denied, without palpable abfurdity, that

all men might aft according to their bell abilities. And
to fay, that GOD expects any more of them, is to cad a

cloud on his wifdonr: to affirm that he will punilh the no.fe

having done more, is to char-re him with manifeft injuftice.

If then, as many as have joined without laze, Jhall a/jo j.e-

njJi without law, Rom. ii. 12. why ihalj not they who
have done well without a revealed law, be faved with-

out having had a promife of it? when GOD (hall render to

every man according to his deeds: to them who by patient

continuance in well-doing, fekfor glory and honour and im-

mortality, eternal life; but unto them that are contentious

and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteoufnejs, indig-

nation and wrath: tribulation a;:d av.guijh upon every Jqul

of man that dotth evil, of the Jew frjl, and alfo of tjie

Gentile: but glory, honour, and peace to every ?nan that

worLth good, to the Jtwfrfi, and alfo to the Gentile, Rcie,

ii. 7, 8, 9, 10.

Many things are faid no kfs favourably, where ti e

heathen world is more direclly treated of. That of our

Lord feems appofue to their cafe: The Jervant who knew

not his Lord's will, and did com/nit things worthy cffiripe.> t

Jhall It beaten with jew jlripes, Luke xii. 48. comp. 47.

And St. Paul telleth the Atl ienians, that the tunes of this

heathen ignorance God winked at, Acts xvii. 00. which

furely imports, that he would pafs over what men acled

in invincible ignorance, and make other proportionable al-

lowances. Neither was the Gentile world abfokueiv igny*

rant of all duty to the Supreme Being. Hence the apef*

tie affirms, that the GOD who made of one blood all nation.*,

did it with irtention that theyjlwiiul jetk the Lord, ij'hap-

ly they mightfeel after him, andfind him, Acts xvii. 26, 27.

Which though it might be diiCcultfastheexpreffionsintima'-r)

was yet poflible, fince lie is notfarfrom every one of us; it

bein<£
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being mod evident, that in him we live, and move, and hat*

our, being.

GOD was, then, fo far manifefted to the heathen by

the works of creation, as to render them without excu/e in

their unrighteoufnefs, in their not knowing as much as

they might have done, or practifing according to their

knowledge. They had been excufable, if they had exert-

ed their beft abilities: and accordingly the apoftle fuppo-

feth it poflible, that the Gentiles, not having the law, might

by nature do the things contained in the law, Rom. ii. 14.

And if the uncircumcijion, that is by nature, keep the righ-

tcovf'nefs of the law, fliall not his uncircumcifion he counted

for circuvicifion ? ver. 26. cornp. ver. 27, If the Gentiles

born- without the covenant (which they cannot help) by the

light of nature, or rather the divine light, beflowed on

their difpenfation, perform the folid duties of the law, fhali

they not be faved as well as the Jews? Since there is no

rejpe.il of perfons zuith GOD, ver. 11.

If thefe, or the like rcafonings, make this hypothefis

appear true, it will give a more fatisfa&ory anfwer to fome

very confiderable queflions, than can be done on other

principles, viz.

1.. If an Indian cafechumen mould afk one of our mifti-

onaries, * how it is cotiMent, that GOD mould fo love

M the world, as to redeem it with the fufFerings and death

" of his own Son, and yet mould permit his country, and,

" as he heard, many more, to remain ignorant of, and un»

" benefited by it for many ages?" It might be replied, lhat

though GOD, being mailer of his own favours, had been

better to fome other nations, in affording them the lull

knowledge of bis will, he might, and did for all this, love

the Indians alfd. For though he reouired thofe who might

have the knowledge of Chrift and his laws, under pain of.

damnation, to believe in and obey him; vet he would, for

the fake or his Son, have mercy on all thofe who had lived

according to the heft of their knowledge.

2. If a Jew mould ark, " why it is yielded by the fhft

" preachers of chriflianiry, and the uncontradicted fuffrage

« of
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" of chriftian divines, that fiich of his ancestors as believed

4t and a&ed according to the beft light afforded under the

" legal difpenfation, were faved through the merits of Chrift;

" fince it doth not appear, that many of them had a clear

" notion of fuch a MeiTias as Jefus was, or of the neceflity

cc of fuch an one; and it is evident, that the generality ra-

" ther expected a temporal deliverance by their Mefhah?'*

It might be anfwered, that GOD, in goodnefs, would favs

fuch as made the beft ufe of the types and fhadows afforded

them, though now, the fubftance of them being mamfefted,

life and bleffednefs are to be expected only through faith in,

and in obedience to, his Son Jefus.

3. If any are difconfolate at the cafe of an infant, who
through chance and negligence died unbaptized; or doubt

of thefalvation of fuch as were baptized, becaufe they probably-

died without aftual faith: or army the falvability of fome idiots

and madmen, who feemingly are never capable of fuch faith

:

they may be reminded, that a good and wife GOD can

require nothing of any, which he knows to be impoftih'e;

and that it was a very unworthy fervant, who taxed his

Lord with expecting to reap where he had not fown.

There are fome other queftions of near affinity to this,

viz. Whether all without the bounds of the vifible church,

are abfolutely deftitute of revelation? How far the heathen

world, fmce the gofpel-difpenfation, is charged with cri-

minal infidelity? Thefe might well deferve a dillincl confi-

dcration; but it fhall only be ohferved here:

1. It is probable, that the revelation made to Adam,
or fome conficlerable remains of it, continued a loner tim*v

even among the mo ft degenerate of bis race. Noah, as he

had long inculcated them on the minds of the old, fo he

doubtlefs delivered them to the renewed world, after the

flood: nor could the worft of his pofterity be ignorant of

them; and even to corrupt them, muff be a work of time.

The holy line preferved them in a great meafure pure,

the reft could not quickly lofe them; fo that it is hard to

fay, when any part of mankind was firft wholly deftitute of

revelation: the almoft univeifafcuftom of facriflcing could pro-

bably
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bahly have no other original. The belief of the foul's im-

mortality, and of a ftate of future rewards and punifliments,

hath been di'Jufed through all ages and nations, and is H: III

alrnofl every where to be traced; which are rationally judg-

ed to be parts of the primitive traditions. Now if we mould

fuppofe, that the having a revelation communicated to them,

is nccefliry for putting men into a falvable ftate; yet why
this partial one mould not be falutary to thofe to whom no

better was made, as well as the lefs perfect, difpenfation of

Moles was to the Jews before Chnil, no fhadow of reafon

can be afligned.

2. As to the great part of the world, which, fmce the

publication of the goipe!, hath not been Chrifiian ; their

cafe is moft hazardous, who have had opportunities of know-

ing the do&rine of Chrilf, but made no ufe of them. And
the queftion about the falvability of particular perfons in

fiiefi circumftances, cannot be refolved, without we had an

exacl: knowledge of their neglecl or unbelief; but a gene-

ral anfwer is very obvious. A neglect in acquiring a

knowledge of the chriftian faith, is faulty or excufable, ac-

cording as men had, or wanted, motives to think it rea-

fonable or necefTary. And the blame for all unbelief, is

aggravated or extenuated, proportionably as the credibility

of the teacher, or the arguments ufed by him. were more or

lefs uimcient, and fit to have convinced the hearers, if

they had judged impartially. But perhaps it would not be

dirHculi: to give a moral demonftration, that a far greater

proportion of them, than nine parts out of ten, have fcarce

heard of the chrillian profeflion, or at moft can have but

a very impcrFecl notion of it, and of the grounds on which

it is founded. An huge part of mankind very long had,

or ftill have, little or no intercourfe with Chrifiians: cor-

ruption and ignorance long overfpread the face of religion

;

vile opinions prevailed, and wicked practices were induU

ged in the church; and forne, or all of them, are Hill la-

mentably prevalent in a great part of her, which mult needs

divert many from embracing the faith, and give them

jlrong prejudices againfl it; and, consequently, their infide-
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lity is rather chargeable cn Chrifiians, fo miferably recpm-

inending their religion.

Again, at this day, clrriflian princes and Mates arc de-

plorably wanting in taking proper meafures lor the inftruc-

lion, even of their own vaflals and fubjeels; and Chrifiians

ot all ranks, not only exprefs no concern for the conver-

fion oi the neighbouring heathen, but render their religion

odious to them, bv their cruelty, avarice, lull, or perfidi-

oufnefs. And where attempts have been n:ade for propa-

gating our religion, it hath frequently been by fuch, as

having departed from the fimplicity and purity of the c [-

pel, have confounded it wiih fables, error, and fupcrfution.

All which confidered, the heathen, who are rcarcft to,

2nd have moft converfation \vith us, may Le looked upon

by GOD, as under equal difadvantages with ihofe who
never heard of the name of Chrift: and though there be an.

heavy guilt in their infidelity, it mutt devolve from the in-

fidel on the Chrillian.

And now, upon the whole, Is it not more honourable

to the juftice, wifdom, and goodnefs of the Supreme judge

of the world? Doth it not fet a more extenfivc value on

the merits of our dear Redeemer? Is it not more confo-

nant to the reafon of mankind in general, and to julliec

and charity in ourfelves, to hope well of thofe whofe en-

deavours were laudable, though they were, through the ini-

quity of time, place, or other circumftances, lefs happy

than ourfelves as to divine afTi (lances; and to leaye them,

whom we have jufler reafons to defpair of, unjudged, to

the pleafure of their Creator? Which, if an error, will

ever be venial, as being fhadowed by the beautiful veil of

Jiumanity, good nature, and charity.

End of the Doclrine of Predtflwalion concorded vith

Free Grace.

ORIGINAL
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S E R M O N XIII.

On i Corinthians x. 13.

jTjkfa ttatk no temptation taken you, but fuck as is common

to man. But GOD isfaithful, who will not puffer you to

be tempted above that ye are able: but willzvith the tempta-

tion alfo make a way to efcape, that ye may be able to hear it.

1. TN the foregoing part of the chapter the apoftle has

JL been reciting on the one hand, the unparalleled mer-

cies of GOD to the Ifraelites; and on the other, the un-

paralleled ingratitude of that difobedient and gainfaying

people. And all thefc things, as the apoftle obferves, were

written for our enfample: that we might take warning from

them, fo as to avoid their grievous fins, and efcape their

terrible punifhraent. He then adds that folemn and im-

portant caution, Let him that thinketh heflandeth, take heed

left he fall.

2. But if we obferve thefe words attentively, will there

not appear a confiderable difficulty in them, Let him that

thinketh heflandeth, take heed lefl he fall? If any man only

thinks he /lands, he is in no danger of falling. It is not

pofhble that any one mould fall, if he only thinks he Jlands.

The fame difficulty occurs, according to our tranflation, in

thofe well known words of our Lord, (the importance of

which we may cafily learn, from their being repeated in the

gofpel no lefs than eight times,) To him that hath fkall be

given; butfrom him that hath not JJiall be taken away even

what he feemeth to have. That which he feemcth to have!

Nay, if he onlyfterns to have it, it is impoffible it fnould

be taken away. None can take away from another what

he
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he only feems to have. What a man only ferns to hav,

he cannot poffibly lofe. This difficulty may at firft appear

impoffible to be furmounted. It is really fo; it cannot be

furmounted, if the common tranflation be allowed. But

if we obferve the proper meaning" of the original word,

the difficulty vanifhes away. It may be allowed that the

word toxi7 does (fometimes, at lead in fome authors) mean

110 more than tofeem. But I much doubt whether it ever

bears that meaning, in any part of the infpired writings.

By a careful confideration of every text in the New Tefta-

ment, wherein this word occurs, I am fully convinced that

it no where leflens, but every where ftrengthens the fenfe

of the word to which it is annexed. Accordingly
'

0

t%nv, does not mean, ivhat he feemeth to have; but on the

contrary, what he ajfuredly hath. And fo

not he thatfeemeth to /land, or he that think th hejiandi,th\

But he that ajfuredlyfandeth: he who flandeth fo faft, that

he does not appear to be in any danger of falling: he that

faith, like David, Ifull never be moved: thou, Lord, haji

madi my hillfo Jlrong. Yet at that very time, this faith

the Lord, Be not high-minded, but fear. Elf fialt thou, be

cut off: elfe (halt thou alfo be moved from thy lledtaftnefs.

The ftrength which thou afluredly haft, mall be taken a-

way. As firmly as thou didft really ftand, thou wilt fall

into fin, if not into hell.

3. But left any fhould be difcouraged by the confidera-

tion of thofe who once ran well, and were afterwards over-

come by temptation; left the fearful heart fhould be utterly

caft down, fuppofing it impoffible for them to ftand, the a-

poftle fubjoins to that ferious exhortation, thefe comfortable

words, There hath no temptation taken you, but fuck as is

common to man: but GOD is faithful, who will not fuffer

you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the

temptation aljo make a way to efcape, that ye may be able to

bear it,

I. 1. Let us begin with the obfervation which u fliers

in this comfortable promife, There hath no temptation taken

you, butfuch as is common to man. Our tranflators feem

Vol. IL C to
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to have been fenfible that this expreffion, common to matt,

does by no means reach the force of the original word.

Hence they fubftitute another word in the margin, mode-

rate. But this feems to be lefs fignificant than the other,

and farther from the meaning of it. Indeed it is not eafy

to find any fingle word in the Englifh toncrue, which an-

fwers the word \M{i6*rn*f. I believe the fenfe of it can on-

ly be exprefled by fome fuch circumlocution as this;
44 Such

as is fuited to the nature and circumftances of man: fucll

as every man may reafonably expecT, if he confiders the na»

ture of his body and his foul, and his fituation in the pre-

fent world." If we duly confider thefe, we fhall not be

furprifed at any temptation that hath befallen us: feeing it

is no other than fuch a creature, in fuch a fituation, has

all reafon to expect.

2. Confider, firft, the nature of that body with which

your foul is connected. How many are the evils, which

it is every day, every hour liable to? Weaknefs, ficknefs

and diforders of a thoufand kinds, are its natural attendants.

Confider the inconceivably minute fibres, threads abundant-

ly finer than hair, (called from thence capillary veffels,)

whereof every part of it is compofed; confider the innume-

rable multitude of equally fine pipes and firainers, all filled

with circulating juices! And will not the breach of a few

of thefe fibres, or the obftrucfion of a few of thefe tubes,

particularly in the brain, or heart, or lungs, defiroy our

eafe, health, ftrerigth, if not life itfelf ? Now if we cbferve

that all pain implies temptation, how numberlefs muff the

temptations be, which will befet every man, more or lefs,

fooner or later, while he dwells in this corruptible body ?

3. Confider, fecondly, the prefent flate of the foul, as

long as it inhabits the houfe of clay. I do not mean in

its unregenerate ftate, while it lies in darknefs and the Am-

dow of death; under the dominion of the prince of darknefs,

without hope, and without GOD in the world. No: look,

upon men who are raifed above that deplorable flate. Sec

thofe who have tailed that the Lord is gracious. Yet ftill

how weak is their underftanding? &gw limited its extent?
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How confufed, how inaccurate are our apprehenfions, o£

even the things that are round about us? How liable are

the wifeft of men to miftake? To form falfe judgments?

To take falfehood for truth, and truth for falfehood? Evil

for good, and good for evil? What Harts, what wander-

ings of imagination are we continually fubjecl: to? In how
many inftances does the corruptible body prefs down the

foul? And how many are the temptations which we have to

expect, even from thefe innocent infirmities?

4. Confider, thirdly, what is the prefent fituation of e-

yen thofe that fear GOD. They dwell on the ruins of a

difordered world, among men, that know not GOD, that

care not for him, 2nd whofe heart is fully fet in them to

do evil. How many are con {trained to cry out, Wo is me %

that I am conjlrained to dwell with Mefech: to have my habi-

tation among the tents of Kedar, among the enemies of GOD
and man! How immenfely out-numbered are thofe that

would do well, by them that neither fear GOD nor regard

man. And how ftriking is Cowley's obfervation! If a man
that was armed cap-a-pie, was clofed in by a thoufand na-

ked Indians, their number would give them fuch advantage

over him, that it would be fcarce poffible for him to efcape.

What hope would there be for a naked, unarmed man to

efcape, who was furrounded by a thoufand armed men?
Now this is the cafe of every good man. He is not arm-

ed either with force or fraud, and is turned out naked as ho

is, among thoufands that are armed with the whole armour

of Satan, and provided with all the weapons which the

prince of this world can fupply out of the armoury of hell.

If then he is not deftroyed, yet how mult a good m3n be

tempted in the midft of this evil world?

5. But is it only from wicked men that temptations arife

to them that fear GOD? It is very natural to imagine this:

and almoit every one thinks fo. Hence how many of us

have faid in our hearts., " O! if my lot were but caff a-

mong good men, among thofe that loved, or even feared

GOD, I mould be free from all thefe temptations." Per-

haps you would: probably you would not find the fame

fort
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fort of temptations, which you have now to encounter. But

you would furely meet with temptations of fome other kind,

which you would find equally bard to bear. For even good

men in general, though fin has not dominion over them, yet

are not freed from the remains of it. They have (till the

remains of an evil heart, ever prone to departfrom the liv-

ing GOD. They have the feeds of pride, of anger, of

fooliih defire; indeed of every unholy temper. And any of

thefe, if they do not continually watch and pray, may, and

naturally will fpring up, and trouble not themfelves only,

but all that are round about them. We mull not therefore

depend upon finding no temptation, from thofe that fear,

yea, in a meafure, love GOD. Much lefs miift we be fur-

prifed, if fome of thofe who once loved GOD in fincerity,

fhould lay greater temptations in our way, than many of

thofe who never knew him,

6. " But can we expe£f, to find any temptation from

thofe that are perfected in love?'' This is an important quef-

tion, and deferves a particular confideration. 1 anfwer,

firft, You niay find every kind of temptation, from thofe

who fuppofi. they are pei reeled, when indeed they are not:

and fo you may, fecondly, from thofe who once really were

fo, but are now moved from their ftedfaflnefs. And if vou

arc not aware of this, if you think they are ilill what they

were once, the temptation will be harder to bear. Nay,

thirdly, even thofe who Jland fajl in the liberty wherewith

Child has made them free, who are now really per feci: in

love, may Hill be an occafion of temptation to you. For

they are flili encompaffed with infirmities, They maybe
dull of apprehenfion : they may have a natural heedlelfnefs,

or a treacherous memory : they may have too lively an ima-

gination: and any of thefe may caufe little improprieties,

either in fpeech or behaviour, which though not hnful in

themfelves may try ail the grace you have. Efpecially if

you impute to perverfenefs of will (as it is very natural tQ

do) what is really owing to defecl of memory, or weak-

nefs ot underftanding : if thefe appear to you to be volunta-

ry rniftakes, which arc really involuntary. So proper was

the
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the anfwer which a faint of GOD (now in Abraham's bofom)

give me fome years ago, when I faid, Jenny, furely now

your miftrefs and you, can neither of you be a trial to the

other, as GOD has faved you both from fin: " O Sir,'*

Lu:\ me, " if we are faved from fin, we flill have infirmi-

ties enough to try all the grace that GOD has given us."

7. But befides evil men, do not evil fpirits alfo conti-

nually furround us on every fide? Do not Satan and his

angels continually go about, feeking whom they may de-

vour? Who is out of the reach of their malice and fubtlety ?

Not the wifeft or beft of the children of men. The fer-

vant is not above his majler. If then they tempted him, will

they not tempt us alfo? Yea, it may be, fhould GOD fee

good to permit, more or lefs to the end of our lives. No
temptation therefore hath taken us, which we had not reafon

to expe£t, either from our body or foul, either from evil

fpirits or evil men, yea or even from good men, till our

fpirits return to GOD that gave them.

II. 1. Meantime what a comfort is it to know, with the

lUmoft certainty, that GOD is faithful, who will not fuffer

us to be tempted above that we are able. He knoweth what

cur ability is, and cannot be miflaken. He knoweth precife-

ly whereof we are made : He remembereth that we are but dvfl.

And he will fuffer no temptation to befal us, but fuch as

is proportioned to our ftrength. Not only his juflice re-

quires this, which could not punilh us for not refilling any

temptation, if it was fo difproportioned to our ftrength, that

it was impofTible for us to refill it. Not only his mercy;

that tender mercy, which is over us, as well as over all his

warks: but, above all, his faithfulnefs; feeing all his words

are faithful and true; and the whole tenor of his promifes

altogether agrees with that declaration, As thy day, fo thy

frengthfall be.

2. In that execrable flaughler-houfe, the Romifh inquifi-

tion, (molt unfortunately called " The houfe of Mercy!") it

is the cultom of thofe holy butchers, while they are tearing

a man's finews upon the rack, to have the phyfician of the

houfe Handing by. His bufinefs is, from time to time, to

obferve
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obferve the eyes, the pulfe, and other circumftances of the

fufFerer, and to give notice, when the torture has continue

ed fo long as it can, without putting an end to his life:

that it may be preferved long enough for him to under-

go the refidue of their tortures. But notwithftanding all the

phyfician's care, he is fometimes miftaken: and death puts

a period to the patient's fufFerings, before his tormentor};

are aware. We may obferve fomething like this in our own
cafe. In whatever fufFerings or temptations we are, our

great phyfician never departs from us. He is about our

bed, and about our path. He obferves every fymptom of

our diftrefs, that it may not rife above our Itrength. And
he cannot be miftaken concerning us. He knows the fouls

and bodies which he has given us. He fees exaclly how
much we can endure, with our prefent degree of Itrength.

And if this be not fufficient, he can increafe it, to what-

ever degree it pleafes him. Nothing therefore is more cer-

tain, than that in confequence of his wifdom, as well as his

juftice, mercy and faithfulnefs, he never will, he never can

fuffer us to be tempted above that we are able: above the

ftrength which he either hath given already, or will give as

foon as we need it.

III. i. He will with the temptation alfo (this is the third

point we are to confider) make a way to efcape that ye may

be able to bear it.

The word ik&*<m which we render a way to efcape, is

extremely fignificant. The meaning of it is nearly expref-

fed by the Englilh word out-let; but more exa£l by the old

word out-gate, ftill frequently ufed by the Scottifh writers.

It literally means a way out. And this GOD will either

find or make: which he that hath all wifdom, as well as

all power in heaven and earth, can never be at a lofs how

to do.

2. Either he makes a way to efcape out of the temptation,

by removing the occafion of it, or in the temptation', that

is, the occafion remaining as it was, it is a temptation no

longer. Firft, he makes a way to efcape out of the temp-

tation, by removing the occafion of it. The hiftories of

manjdnd
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mankind, of the church in particular, afford us numberlefs

inftances of this. And many have occurred in our own

memory, and within the little circle of our acquaintance.

One of many I think it worth while to relate, as a memo-

rable inftancc of the faithfulnefs of GOD, in making a way

to efcape out of temptation. Elizabeth Ckadfey, then living

in London (whofe daughter is living at this day, and is no

dilhonour to her parent) was advifed to adminifter to her

hufband, who was fuppofed to leave much fubftance behind

him. But when a full inquiry into his circumftances was

made, it appeared that this fuppofition was utterly deftitute

of foundation; and that he not only left nothing at all behind

him, but alfo was very considerably in debt. It was no*

long after his burial, that a perfon came to her houfe, and

faid, " Mrs. Chadfey, you are much indebted to your land-

lord, and he has fent me to demand the rent that is due to

him." She anfwered, " Sir, I have not fo much money in

the world: indeed I have none at all!" " But," faid he,

" have you nothing that will fetch money?" She replied,

M Sir, you fee all that I have. I have nothing in the houfe,

but thefe fix little children." " Then," faid he, " I mull-

execute my writ, and carry you to Newgate. But it is a

hard cafe. I will leave you here till to-morrow, and will

go and try, if I cannot perfuade your landlord to give you

time." He returned the next morning, and faid, " I have-

done all I can. I have ufcd all the arguments I could think

of, but your landlord is not to be moved. He vows, it I do

not carry you to prifon without delay, I mall go thither

myfelf." She anfwered, " You have done your part. The
will of the Lord be done!" He faid, " I will venture to

make one trial more, and will come again in the morning.'"*

He came in the morning, and faid, " Mrs. Chadfey, GOD
has undertaken your caufe. None can give you any trou-

ble now: for your landlord died laft night* But he has left

no will: and no one knows who is heir to his eftate."

3. Thus GOD is able to deliver out of temptations, by

removing the occafion of them. But are there not tempta-

tions, the occafions of which cannot be taken away ? Is it

not
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not a ftriking inllance of this kind, which we have in a

Jate publication? " I was walking
1

' (fays the writer of the

letter) " over Dover cliffs, in a calm, pleafant evening,

with a perfon whom I tenderly loved, and to whom I was

to be married in a few days. While we were engaged in

earneft converfation, her foot flipped, flie fell down, and I

faw her daflied in pieces on the beach. I lifted up my hands,

and cried out, " This evil admits of no remedy. I muft

now go mourning all my days ! My wound is incurable.

It is impoflible I fhould ever find fuch another woman! One
fo every way fitted for me." I added in an agony, " This

'is fuch an affliction, as even GOD himfelf cannot redrefs 1"

And juft as I uttered the words, I awoke: for it was a

dream!" Juft fo can GOD remove any poflible temptation!

Making it like a dream when one awaketh!

4. Thus is GOD able to deliver out of temptation, by

taking away the very ground of it. And he is equally able

to deliver in the temptation, which perhaps is the greateft

deliverance of all. I mean fuffering the occafion to re-

main as it was, he will take away the bitternefs of it: fo

that it fhall not be a temptation at all: but only an occafi-,

on of thankfgiving. How many proofs of this have the

children of GOD, even in their daily experience? How
frequently are they encompafled with trouble? Or vifitcd

with pain or ficknefs ? And when they cry unto the Lord,

at fome times he takes away the cup from them : he removes

the trouble, or ficknefs, or pain: and it is as though it ne-

ver had been; at other times, he does not make any out-

ward change: outward trouble, or pain, or ficknefs conti-

nues; but the confolations of the Holy One fo increafe, as

to over-balance them all. And they can boldly declare,

" Labour is reft, and pain is fweet,

When thou my GOD art near."

5. An eminent inftance of this kind of deliverance 13

that which occurs in the life oi that excellent man, the

Marquis dc Renty. When he was in a violent fit of the

rheumatifm,
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xheumatifm, a friend afked him, " Sir, are you in much

pain?" He anfwered, " My pains are extreme : but through

the mercy of GOD, I give myfelf up, not to them, but

to him." It was in the fame fpirit that my own father an-

fwered, though exhaufted with a fevere illnefs, (an ulcer

in the bowels, which had given him little reft day or night,

for upwards of feven months.) When I ajtked, V Sir, are

you in pain now?" He anfwered, with a ftrong and loud

voice, " GOD does indeed chaften me with pain; yea, all

my bones with lirong pain. But I thank him for all; I

blefs him for all; I love him for all."

6. We may obferve one more inftance of a fomewhat

fimilar kind, in the life of the Marquis de Renty. When
his wife, whom he very tenderly loved, was exceedingly

ill, and fuppofed to be near death, a friend took the liberty

to inquire, how he felt himfelf on the occafion ? He re-

plied, " I cannot but fay, that this trial affects me in the

moll tender part. I am exquifitely fenfible of my lofs. I

feel more than it is poffible to exprefs. And yet I am fo

fatisfied, that the will of GOD is done, and not the will

of a vile finner, that were it not for fear of giving offence

to others, I could dance and fing!" Thus the merciful, the

juft, the faithful GOD, will in one way or other, in every

temptation make a way to efcape, that we may be able to bear it,

7. This whole paflage is fruitful of inftruction. Some of

the lefTons which we may learn from it are,

Firft, Let him that mojl ajfuredly Jlandeth, take heed left

hefall into murmuring: left he fay in his heart, " Surely no

one's cafe is like mine : no one was ever tried like me"
Yea, ten thoufand. There has no temptation taken you, but

fuch as is common to man: fuch as you might reafonably

expecl, if you confider what you are, a finner born to die,

a finful inhabitant of a mortal body, liable to numberlefs in-

ward and outward fufferings: and where you are, in a mat-

tered, disordered world, furrounded by evil men and evil

fpirits: confider this, and you will not repine at the com-

mon lot, the general condition of humanity.

Vol. II. D 8. Secondly,
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8. Secondly, Let him that ftandeth take heed left he fcdlt

left he tempt GOD, by thinking or faying, " This is in^

(importable: this is too hard: I can never get through it;

my burden is heavier than I can bear." Not fo: unlcfs

fomething is too hard for GOD. He will not fufFer you

to be tempted above that ye are able. He proportions the

burden to your ftrength. If you want more lirength, afk

and it fhall be given you.

g. Thirdly, Let him that flandeth take heed left he fall, left

he teMpt GOD by unbelief, by diftrufting his faithfulnefs.

Hath he faid, In every temptation he will make a way to

efcape? And fhall he not do it? Yea, verily. And

Far, far above thy thought

His counfel (hall appear,

When fully he the work hath wrought,

That caus'd thy needlefs fear.

10. LetU$ then receive every trial with calm refignation,

and with humble confidence, that he who hath all power,

all wifdom, all mercy and all faithfulnefs, will mil fupport

us in every temptation, and then deliver us out of all: fo

that in the end, all things mall work together for good,

and we mail happily experience, that all thefe things were

for our profit, that we might be partakers of his holinefs.

London, October 7, 1786*

N. B. The whole of the Reverend

Mr. Wefley's Journal, is intended to be

published in the courfe of thefe Maga-

zines.

AN
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From Auguft 12th, 175S, to November ift, 1739.

Acls v, 38, 39.

If rhls eounfel or this work be of men, it will come to nought: But

if it be of GOD, ye cannot overthrow it; left haply ye be found

even to fight againit GOD,

PREFACE.

i. T 71 THEN at firft men began to lay to my charge,

\ V things which I knew not, I often thought, " Had
11 I but two or three intimate friends, who knew what my
" life and conversion were, they might eafily fpeak what

" they had feen and heard, and all fuch afperfions would fall

" to the ground/' But I perceived my miftake, as foon as

I had two or three, who were my friends indeed, not in

name only. For a way was eafily found to prevent their

being of any fuch ufe, as I once imagined they would be.

This was done at a ftroke, and that once for all, by giv-

ing them and me a new name; A name, which however in-

Cgnifjeant in itfelf, yet had this peculiar effeel, utterly

to difable ine from removing, whatever accufation might

for the time to coine be call upon ine, by invalidating

all which thofe who knew me beft , were able to fay in my
behalf: Nay, which any others could fay. For how noto-

rious is it, that if any man dare to open his mouth in my
favour, it needs only be replied, " I fuppofe you arc a

Method?ft too/' and all he has faid is to pafs for nothing.

2. Hence, on the one hand, many who knew what my
( onvcrfation was, were afraid to declare the truth, left the

fame reproach mould fall upon them : and thofe few who
broke through this fear, were foon difabled from declaring

it with effect, by being immediately ranked with him they

defended. What impartial man then can refufe to fay, It

is
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is permitted to thee to arfwer for thyfelf. Only do not add,

But, " Thou Jhalt not perfuade me, though thou dojl per-

" fuade me: I am refolvecf to think as I did before." Not

fo, if you are a candid man. You have heard one fide al-

ready. Hear the other. Weigh both. Allow for human

weaknefs. And then judge as you defire to be judged.

3. What I defign in the following dxtracl: is, openly to

declare to all mankind, what it is that the Mtthodifls (fo

called) have done, and are doing now: or rather, what it

is that GOD hath done, and is Hill doing in our land.

For it is not the work of man which hath lately appeared.

All who ca'm'y obferve it muff fay, This is the Lord's do-

ing, and it is marvellous in our eyes.

4. Such a work this hath been in many refpecls. as neither

we nor our fathers had known. Not a few whofe fins

were of the mod flagrant kind, drunkards, fwcarers, thieves,

whoremongers, adulterers, have been broughlfrom darknefs

into light, andjrom the power of Satan unto GOD. Many
of thefe were rooted in their wickednefs, having long glo-

ried in their flume, perhaps for a courfe of many years,

yea even to hoary hairs. Many had not fo much as a no-

tional Faith, being Jews, Arians, Deifls or Atheifts. Nor

has COD only made bare his arm in thefe laft days, in be-

half of open publicans and finners ; but many of the Pha-

rifees alfo have believed on him, of the righteous that needed

no repentance: and having received the Jentence of death in

themflves, have then heard the voice that raifed the dead:

Have been made partakers of an inward, vital religion, even

righteoufiefs and peace and joy in the Holy Gho/l.

5. The manner wherein GOD hath wrought this work,

is as fl:range as the work itfelf. In any particular foul, it

has generally, if not always, been wrought in one moment.

As the lightningfiningfrom heaven, fo was the coming of

the Son of man, either to bring peace or a fword; either to

wound or to heal, either to convince of fin, or to give re-,

mifTion of fins in his blood. And the other circumiiances

attending it have been equally remote from what human

wifdom would have expected. So true is that wqrd, my

zvays
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ways arc not as your ways, nor my thoughts, as your thoughts.

6. Thefe extraordinary circumftances feem to have been de-

figned by GOD, for the further manifeftation of his work, to

caufe his power to be known, and to awaken the attention

of a drowfy world. And yet even from thefe, fome have drawn

their grand objection againft the whole work. We never

Jaw it, fay they, on thisfajhion. Therefore the work is not

of GOD. To prove which farther, they have not only

greafly mifreprefented many circumftances that really were,

but have added many that were not, often without any re-

gard either to truth or probability. A bare recital of thofe

fafts which were not done in a corner, is the beft anfwer

to this fort of objections. To thofe which have been judg-

ed to be of more weight, I have occafionally given a more

particular anfwer.

7. Yet I know even this will by no means fatisfy the far

greater part of thofe who are now offended. And for a

plain reafon, Becaufe they will never read it: They are re-

folved to hear one Ude, and one only. I know alfo that

many who do read it, will be juft of the fame mind they

were before; becaufe they have fixt their judgment already,

and do not regard any thing which fuch a fellow can fay.

Let them fee to that. I have done my part. I have deli-

vered mine own foul. Nay, I know that many will be great-

ly offended, at this very account. It muff be fo from the

very nature of the things, which arc therein related. And
the bell appellation I expecl from them is, that of a fool, a

madman, an emhufiait All that in me lies is, to relate

fimple truth, in as inoffenrive a manner as I can. Let

GOD give it the effect which pleafeth him, and which is

mod for his glory!

8. May he who hath the keys of the houfe of David, who
opvielh and no ritan fiutteth, open a great and cffeclual door

by whom it pleafeth him, for his everlafting gofpel! May
he fend by whom he will fend, fo it may run and be glori-

fied more and more! May he ride on, conquering and to

conquer, until thefulnefs of the Gentiles be come in: and the

earth be full of the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, as

the waters cover the feal JOURNAL
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JOURNAL
From Augujl 12, 1738, to November 1, 1739.

SATURDAY Aug. 12. about feven in the evening wer

came to Neu-Kirche, a town about 24 miles from

Hernhuth. Mr. Schneider (the minifler of it who {iad defi-

led us to take his houfe in our way) was not at home : but

we found one Mr. Man&tius there, the minifler of a peigh*

bouring town, who walked with us in the morning ten miles,

to Havfwaldc, where he lived. He told us, *« That the

Lutherans as well as the Papi/ls, were irreconcilable ene-

mies to the brethren of Hernhuth: That the generality of

the Lutheran clergy, were as bitter againft them as the Jfe-

fuits themfelves; That none of his neighbour? durft go thi-

ther (unlefs by flealth) being fure of fuffering for it, if dif-

covered: That to prevent any of Hernhuth from coming to

them, the Eleclor had forbid, under a fevere penalty, any

number of perfons, exceeding three, to meet together on

a religious account; and that he himfelf, for having a little

fociety in his own parjm, had been fummoned to appear be-

fore the conMory at Drefden.'' Yea let the kings of the

earthJland up, and the rulers take counfel together againjl the

Lord and againjl his anointed! He thatJiiteth in heavenJliall

laugh them to [corn; the LordJJiall have them in derifwn.

We left llaufwalde in the afternoon, and in the evening

came to Drefden. But the officer at the gate would not

i'uiTer us to come in; fo that we were obliged to go on to

the next village: which leaving early in the morning, on

Thurjday in the afternoon we came to Leijj/ig.

We were now kept only an hour at the gate, and then

conducted to Mr. Arnold's, who had invited us when we

were in the town before, to make his houfe our home. A
few we found here too, who defire to know nothing but

Jefus Chrift and Jiim crucified. And from them we had let-

ters to Halle
t
whither we came on Friday 18. But the king

of Pruffiq's tall men (who kept the gates) would not fuffer

Mr,
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Mr. Broiun to come in. Me they admitted (m honour of

my profeffion) after I had waited about two hours: and

one of them went with me to the prince of Hejfe, who

after a few queftions, gave me leave to lodge in the city.

Thence he (hewed me to Mr. Gotfchalck's lodgings, to whom
I had letters from Leipfig. He read them and faid, My bro-

ther, what you find here, you will ufe as your own. And if

you todnt any thing elfe, tell us and you Jhall have it.

I told them, " My companion was without the gate."

They foon procured admittance for him. And we were

indeed as at home ; for I have hardly feen fuch little chil-

dren as thefe, even at Hernhuth.

Saturday J 9. I waited on Profeffor Francke, who beha*

ved with the utmoft humanity; and afterwards on Profef*

for Knappe, to whom alfo I am indebted for his open,

friendly behaviour. Between ten and eleven, feven of the

brethren fet out with us, one of whom went with in two

days journey. It was the dufk of the evening on Sun-

day 20, when, wet and weary, we reached Jena.

Monday 21. We vifited the fchools there; the rife of

which (as we were informed) was occafioned thus

:

About the year 1704 Mr. Stoltius, a ftudent at Jena, be*

gan to fpeak of faith in Chrift; which he continued to do*

till he took his matter's degree, and read public lectures.

About twelve or fifteen ftudents were awakened and joined

with him in prayer and building up one another. At this

(after various calumnies fpread abroad and perfecutions oc-

cafioned thereby) the confiftory was offended, and ilfued out

a commiflion to examine him. In confequence of the re-

port made to the confiftory by thefe commiffioners, he was

forbid to read any public lectures, or to hold any meetings

with his friends. Not long after an order was given, by

which he was excluded from the holy communion. He was

alfo to have been expelled the univerfity : But this he pre-

vented by a voluntary retirement.

Yet one of the commiffioners, who had been fent by the

D. of Weymar (one of the lords of Jena) informed the Duke
that according to his judgment Stoltius was an innocent and

holy
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holy man. On this the duke fent for him to Weymar, and

fixed him in a living there. There likewife he awakened

many, and met with them to pray and read the fcriptures

together. But it was not long that the city could bear him.

For he boldly rebuked all vice, and that in all perfons, nei-

ther fparing the courtiers, nor the duke himfelf. Confe-

quently, his enemies every where increafed, and many per-

secutions followed. In fine, he was forbid to have any

private meetings, and was to have been depofed from the

miniflry ; when GOD calling him to himfelf, took him

away from the evil to come.

Before Stoltius left Jena, Budceus alfo began to preach

the real gofpel, as did Ckriftius foon after; whereby fome

awakening continued till the year 1724. A few of the

townfmen then agreed, to maintain a fludent, to be a fchool-

matter for fome poor children. They afterwards kept feve-

ral fchoolmaflers : But about 1728, all of them going away,

the fchool was broke up, and the children quite neglecled.

ProfefTor Budaus being informed of this, earneflly recom-

mended the confideration of it to the fludents in his houfe

:

And about ten of them, among whom was Mr. Spangenberg,

took upon themfelves the care of thofe children. Their

mumber foon increafed, which gave great offence to the

other fchoolmaflers in the town ; and not long after to the

magiftrates of the town, and to the fenate of the univerfity.

The offence foon fpread to the parlors, the profefTors, the

confiflory, and the princes who are lords of Jena, But

it pleafed GOD to move one of them, the prince of Eifenack,

who had the chief power there, to flop the open perfecti-

on, by forbidding either the fenate or confiflory to moleft

them. He likewife wholly exempted them for the time to

come from the jurifdi&ion of both, ordering that all com-

plaints againft them for the time to come fhould be cogniza-

ble only by himfelf. But during the perfecution, the num-

ber of fchools was increafed from one to three, (one in each

fuburb of the city) the number of teachers to above thirty,

and of children to above three hundred.

There
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There are now thirty-one conftant teachers, ten in each

fchool, and three or four fupernumerary, to fupply acciden-

tal defects. Four of the matters are appointed to punifh,

who are affixt to no one fchool. Each of the fchools being

divided into two clafTes, and taught five hours a day, every

one of the thirty mailers has one hour in a day to teach.

All the matters have a conference about the fchools every

Monday. They have a fecond meeting on Thurfday, chief-

ly for prayer. And a third every Saturday.

Once in half a year they meet to fill up the places of thofe

matters who are gone away. And the number has never

decreafed ; frefh ones ftill offering themfelves, as the former

leave the univerfity.

The prefent method wherein they teach is this

:

There are always two claffes in each fchool. In the low-

er, children from fix to ten or twelve years old are taught

to read. They are then removed to the other clafs, in

which are taught, the holy fcriptures, arithmetick, and

whatever elfe it may be ufeful for children to learn.

In the morning from eight to nine they are all catechized,

and inftrucled in the firft principles of chriftianity, either

from Luther '$ fmallcr catechifm, or from fome texts of ho-

ly fcripture.

From nine to ten the fmaller children are taught their

tetters and fyllables ; and the larger read the bible. From
ten to eleven thofe in the lower clafs learn and repeat fome

felect verfes of holy fcripture, chiefly relating to the founda-

tion of the faith. Meanwhile thofe in the upper, learn

arithmetick.

In the afternoon from one to two all the children are em-
ployed as from nine to ten in the morning. From two to

three the fmaller children learn and repeat Luther s fmaller

catechifm, while the larger are taught to write.

Every Sunday there is a public catechizing on fome text

of fcripture ; at which all perfons who defire it may be pre-

fent.

In the afternoon we left Jena, feveral of the brethren

accompanying us out of town. At five having jutt palled

Vol. II, E through
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through Weymar, we met Mr. Ingham going for Hern*

huth. We all turne 1 afkle to a neighbouring village, where

having fpent a comfortable evening together, in the morn-

ing we commended each other to the grace of GOD, and

went on our feveral ways.

We breakfafted at Erfurt with Mr* Reinhart, fpent the

evening with fome brethren at Saxegotha, and by long jour-

neys came to Mart riborn on Friday Augufl 25.

Monday 28. I took my. leave of the countefs (the count

being gone to Jena) and fetting out early the next morning

came about three in the afternoon to Franrfort. From Mr.

Bb'hlef's we went to the fociety, where one ot the brethren

from Marienborn offered free redemption through the blood

of Chrift to fixty or feventy perfons.

Wednejday 30. In the afternoon We came to Mentz, and

agreed ior our paflage to Colen by water, for a florin per head;

which was but half what we gave before, tho' (it feems) twice

as much as we ought to have given.

Thurfday 31. We fpent half an hour in the great church,

a huge heap of irregular buildings ; full of altars, adorned

(or loaded rather) with abundance of gold andTi'ver. In go-

ing out, we obferved a paper on the door, which was of fo

extraordinary a nature, that I thought it would not be labour

loll to tranfcribe it. The woiVs were as follow :

Vollkommcncr ablafs far die arme feelen in 'fcg-jmr.

" Seine pabliche heiligkeit, Clemens der I2te, haben in

" diefem jahr 1738, den 7 Augiijh, die pfarr kirche des SancU
" Chriflophori, in Mentz gnadigften privilegirt, dafseinjedcr

" prieiter, fo wohl fecular als regularifchen Hands, der am
*' aller feelen*tag, wie auch an einim jedem tag in derfelben
<£ oclav; 16 dann am zwiein vom ordinario tagen einer jeden

" woch das jahr hindurch, fur die feel eine chriftglaubigen

" verftorbenen an zum altar mefs lefen wird, jedefmahl eine
,c

feel aus dem feg-feur erlofen konne.

A full releafe for the poor fouls in purgatory.

His papal holinefs, Clement the Xllth, hath this year

< 738, on the feventh of Augufl, mofl gracioifly privileged the

cathedral
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cathedral church of St. Chriftopher in Mentz, fo that every

priejl, as well fcular as regular, who will read mafs at an

altar for the foul of a chrijtian departed, on any holiday, or

on any day within the oclave thereof or two extraordinary

days, to be appointed by the ordinary, of any week in the year,

may each time dehvevra foul out cj purgatory.

Now 1 defire to know, whether any Romanfl of common
fenfe, can either defend or approve of this ?

At eight we took boat, and on Saturday Sept. 2, about

eleven came to Colen ; which we left at one, and between

feven and eight" reached a village, an hour Giort of Ncus.

Here we overtook a large number o\ Switzers, men, women
and children, Tinging, dancing and making merrv, being all

going^ make thnrfortunes in Georgia Looking upon thei;i

as delivered into my hands by GOD, I plainly told them

what manner of place it was. If they now leap into the fire

with open eyes, their blood is on their own head.

' Monday, 4. Before noon we came to C'rue, and to Nim-

wegen in the evening. The next night we lay at a little vil-

lage near Tieij which leaving early in the morning, wc walk-

ed by the fide of many pleafant orchards, and in the after-

noon came to Yffdfkin. We flayed only one night with the

brethren, (in the new houfe, called Herndyke, an EngHjh

mile from the town) and hading forward came the next af-

ternoon to )t)r. Raker's at Rotterdam,

I cannot but acknowledge the civility of this friendly man,

all the time we Hayed in his houfe. In the. morning, frir

day 8, we went to the Englifli epifcopal church, which is

a large, handfome, convenient building. The minifler read

prayers ferioufiy and diltinctly, to a final!, well- behaved con-

gregation. Being informed our {hip was to fail the next

day, {.Saturday) we took leave of our generous friend, and
went to an inn clofe to the key, that we might be ready

when called to go aboard.
,
Having waited till pair, four in

the afternoon, we Hepped into the Jews' fynagogue, which
lies near the water-fide. I do not wonder that fo many
Jews, (efpecially thofc who have any refieftion) utterly ab-

jure all religion, My fpirit was moved within me, at that

horrid
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horrid, fenfelefs pageantry, that mockery of GOD, which

they called public worfhip. Lord, do not thou yet caft cjf

thy people! But in Abraham's feed let them olfo be blejfed I

The fhip lingering ftill, I had time to exhort feveral Eng-

lifh, whom we met with at our inn, to purfue inward re-

ligion ; the renewal of their fouls in righteoufnefs and true

holinefs. In the morning a daughter of affliction came to

fee me, who teaches a fchool at Rotterdam. She had been

for fome time under deep convictions ; but could find none

to inftrucl; or comfort her. . After much converfation, we
joined in prayer, and her fpirit a little revived. Between

nine and ten we went on board. In the afternoon I read

prayers, and preached in the great cabin. The wind being

contrary, we did not get out of the river till Wednesday ; nor

to London till Saturday night.

[Continued to Page 70,]

A SHORT ACCOUNT OF THL

LIFE AND DEATH
OF THE

Rev. JOHN FLETCHER,
By the Rev. JOHN WESLEY.

SEQUOR, NO N PASSIBUS vTQUIS.

To the R E A D E R.

NO man in England has had fo long an acquaintance

with Mr. Ehiche.r as myfelf. Our acquaintance be-

gan alrnofl as foon as his arrival in London, about the year

1752, befoie he entered into holy orders, or (I believe)

had any fuch intention. And it continued, uninterrupted be-

tween thirty and forty years, even 'till it pleafed GOD to

take
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take him to himfelf. Nor was ours a flight or ordinary ac-

quaintance; but we were of one heart and of one foul. We
had no fecrets between us for many years; we did not pur-

pofely hide any thing from each other. From time to time

he confulted me, and I him, on the moll important occafi-

ons. And he conltantly profeffed, not only much efteem,

but (what I valued far more) much affection. He told me
in one of his letters, (I doubt not from his heart)

*' Tecum vivere afoevi; tecum obeam lubens;

" With thee I gladly would both live and die."

I therefore think myfelf obliged by the ftrongeft ties, to

pay this fmall tribute to his memory. But you may eafily

obferve, that in doing this, I am little more than a compiler.

For I owe a great, if not the greateft part of the enfuing

tracl, to a few friends, who have been at no fmall pains, in

furnifhing me with materials: and above all, to my dear

friend, (fuch (he has been almoft from her childhood) Mrs.

Fletcher. I could eafily have altered both hers and their

Janguage, while I retained their fentiments. But I was con-

fcious, I could not alter it for the better: and I would not

alter it for altering fake; but judged it faireft to give you

moft of their accounts, very nearly in their own words.

Amsterdam,
September 12, 1786.

THE LIFE AND DEATH OF

The Reverend JOHN FLETCHER.

C H A P. I.

Of his Parentage and Youth.

1. TOHN William de la Flechere (this was properly his

J name) was born at Nyon in Switzerland, a town r

bout fifteen miles north of Geneza, on September the twelfth,

in the year 1729. His father was an officer in the French

fervice, 'till he left the army in order to dairy . Bjut

ter
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ter a time he returned to the army, and was a colonel in

the militia of his own country.

2. In his early childhood he had much of the fear of

GOD, and great tendernels of confcience. One day, hav-

ing offended his father, who threatened to correct him, he

did not dare to come into his prefence, but retired into the

garden: and when he faw him coming towards him, he ran

away with all fpeed. But he was prefently ftruck with deep

icmorfe, and faid to himfelf, " What ! Do I run away from

my father? Perhaps I (hall live to have a fon, that will

run away from me!" And it was feveral years before the

impiefiion, which he then received, was worn off.

3. Another inftance of his tendernefs of confcience oc-

curred, when he was about feven years of age. He was

one day reproved by the nurfery-maid, faying, " You are

a naughty boy. Do you not know that' the devil is to take

away all naughty children?" He was no fooner in bed,

than lie began to reflecl very deeply upon her words. He
thought, " I am a naughty boy. And how do I know, but

GOD may let the devil take me away this night " Ke
then got up and wreflled with GOD in prayer, for a con?

i'iderable time. And he would not go to bed again, 'till he

believed GOD had forgiven him.

4. The following accounts Mr. Fletcher himfelf gave to

Mr. Samuel Wtbb
%
of London, then refiding at Madtly.

" When I was a lad, I had a defign to get fome fruit

out of my father's garden. The door being locked, I could

not get in, but by climbing over the wall. This was very

high; but with feme difficulty, I got to the top of it. As

I was walking upon it, my foot Hipped, and I fell down

to the bottom. But jufl wheie I fell, a large quantity of

frem-made mortar was laid. I fell exactly upon it. This

broke my fall, or it might have coll me my life."

5. " Once as I was fwimming by myfelf in a deep wa-

ter, one end of a ftrong ribband which bound my hair, get-

rm<r loofe I know not hew, and twilling about my leg, ti-

ed me as it were neck and heels. I Urove with all my
ftr£ri£th to dilcne:age mvfelf: but it was to no purpofe.

' No
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fcfo perfon being within call, I gave myfelf up for loft. But

when I had given over ftruggling, the ribband loo fed ofitfelf.'
1

6. *' Another inftance of the tender care which GOD had

ever me was as follows. One evening I and tour young

gentlemen in high fpirits, made a foleirm agreement with

each other, to fwim the next day to a rocky ifland, five

miles diftant from the more. But this foohfli adventure

was within a \rery little of coiling us all our lives. I and

another indeed did with great difficulty and hazard fwim to

the ifland. But when we came thither, the rock was fa

Heep and fmooth, that we could not pofiibly climb upi

After fwimming round feveral times, and making many in-

effectual efforts, we thought we muft perifli there. But at

length one of us found a place, where he made a mi ft to

crawl up. He then helped his companion after him; the

others fwam about half way. A boat then took them up,

when they were juft finking. Another boat, which we had

ordered to follow us, afterwards came and took us home."

7. A ftill more remarkable deliverance it is, of which he

gave an account in the year 1760. " Some years fince I

lived at a place very near the river Rhine. In that part, it

is broader than the Thames at London-bridge, and extreme-

ly rapid. But having been long praclifed in fwimming,

I made no fcruple of going into it at any time. Only I

was always careful to keep near the fhore, that the ftream

might not carry me away. Once, however, being lefs care-

ful than ufual, I was unawares drawn into the mid channel.

The water there was extremely rough, and poured along

like a galloping horfe. I endeavoured to fwim again ft it,

but in vain, till I was hurried far from home. When I

was almoft fpent, I relied upon my back, and then looked

about for a landing place, finding I mud either land or fmk.

With much difficulty I got near the fhore. But the rocks

were fo ragged and (harp, that I faw, if I attempted to land

there, I Ihould be torn in pieces. So I was conftrained to

turn again to the mid dream : at laft, defpairihg of life, I

was cheered by the fight of a fine fmooth creek, into which

I was fwiftly carried by a violent ftream. A building flood
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directly acrofs it, which I did not then know to be a pow-
der-mill. The laft thing I can remember was, the ftriking

of my bread againft one of the piles whereon it flood. I

then loft my fenfes, and knew nothing more, till I rofe on
the other fide of the mill. When I came to myfelf, I was

in a calm, fafe place, perfectly well, without any forenefs

or wearinefs at all. Nothing was amifs but the diftance of

my clothes, the llream having driven me five miles from the

place where I left them. Many perfons gladly welcomed me
on more : one gentleman in particular, who faid, " I look-

ed, when you went under the mill, and again when you rofe

on the other fide. And the time of your being immerged

among the piles, was-exactly twenty minutes."

But fome will fay, " Why this was a miracle 1" Un-
doubtedly it was. It was not a natural event ; but a work
wrought above the power of nature, probably by the mini-

ftry of angels,

8. When he was yet very young, his father fen t him to

the univerfity of Geneva. After he had gone through the

ufual courfe of fludy, it was the defire of his parents, that he

mould be a clergyman. But it was his own defire and re-

folution, to be an officer in the army. Not being able to

gain their confent to this, he, without their confent, went

away to Lifbon. Here he gathered a company of his own
countrymen, accepted of a captain's commiflion, and en-

gaged to ferve the king of Portugal, on board a man of

war, which was jiu't then getting ready with all fpeed, in

order to fail to Brazil. He then wrote to his parents, beg-

ging them to fend him a confiderable fum of money. Ol

this he expected to make a vaft advantage. But they re-

fufed him roughly: unmoved by this he determined to go

without it, as foon as the fhip failed. But in the morn-

ing, the maid waiting on him at breakfaft, let the tea-kettle

fall, and fo fcalded his leg, that he kept his bed for a con-

fiderable time after. During that time, the fhip failed for

Brazil. But it was obferved that fhip was heard of no more,

9. But how is this reconcileable with the account which

jaas been given of his piety when he was a child ? Very

eafily

:
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f }fily: it only mews, that his piety declined while he was at

the univerfity. (And this is too often the cafe of other

youths in our own universities.) But it pleafed GOD at

or before his journey to England, to lift up his head again.

10. His defire of being an officer in the army continued

after he returned from Lifoon. And when he was informed

that his uncle, then a colonel in the Dutch fervice, had pro-

cured a commiffion for him, he joyfully fet out for Flan-

ders. But juft at that time the peace was concluded ; and

his uncle dying quickly after, his hopes were blafied, and

he gave up ail thoughts of going into the army. And being

difengaged from all bufmefs, he thought it would not be

amifs, to fpend a little time in England.

11. Coming to the cuftom-houfe in London, with fome

other young gentlemen, none of them could fpeak any En-

glifh, they were treated with the utmoft furlincfs and ill-man-

ners, by fome brutifh cuftom-houfe officers. Thefe not on-

ly took out, and jumbled together, all the things that were

in their portmanteaus ; but took away their letters of recom-

mendation : telling them, " All letters muff be fent by the

poft." They are fuch faucy and ill-mannered wretches as

thefe that bring up an evil report ©n our nation. Britons

might well be ftiled hofpitibus jeri, if they were all like

thefe vermin.

12. From hence they went to an inn ; but here they

were under another difficulty. As they fpoke no Englijh,

they could not tell how to exchange their foreign, into En-

glijli money : till Mr. Fletcher, going to the door, heard a

well-dreft Jew talking French. He told him the difficulty

they were under, with regard to the exchange of money.

The Jew replied, " Give me your money, and I will get it

changed in five minutes." Mr. Fletcher without delay gave

him his purfe, in which were ninety pounds. As foon as

he came back to his company, he told them what he had

done. They all cried out with one voice, " then your mo-
ney is gone. You need never expect to fee a crown or a

doit of it any more. Men are conftantly waiting about the

doors of thefe inns, on purpofe to take in young ftraiu^ers/'

Vol. II, F feeing
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Seeing no remedy, no way to help himfelf, he could only

commend his canfe to GOD. And that was enough. Be-

fore they had done breakfaft, in came the Jew, and brought

him the whole money;

13. Inquiring for a perfon who was proper to perfect

him in the Enghfk tongue, (the rudiments of which he had

begun to learn before he left Geneva) he was recommended

to Mr. Burchell, who then kept a boarding fchool, at South-

Nimms in Hertfordshire, And when Mr. Burchell removed

to Hatfield, he chofe to remove with him. All the time

he was both at Scuth-Nimms and at Hatfield, he was

of a ferious and referved behaviour
; very different

from that of the other young gentlemen, who Were his

fellow fludenls. Here he diligently ftudied both the En-

glijh language, and all the branches of polite literature,

Mean time his eafy and genteel behaviour, together with

his eminent fweetnefs of temper, gained him the efteem

as well as the affection, cf all that canverfed with him. Ke
frequently vifited fome of the firft families in Hatfield, who
were all fond of his converfation : fo lively and ingenious

at the fame time, evidencing both the gentleman and the

fcholar. All this time he had the fear of GOD deeply root-

ed in his heart. But he had none to take him by the hand,

and lead him forward in the ways of GOD. He ftaid with

Mr. Burchell about eighteen months, who loved him as his

own fon.

14. Afterwards one Mr. Dechamfis, a French minifter,

to whom he had been recommended, procured him the place

of tutor to the two fons of Thomas Hill, Efquire, at Tern-

Hall, in Skropjhire. In the year 17,52, he removed into

Mr. Httfs family, and entered upon the important province

of inftru&ing the young gentkmen. He ftill feared GOD,
but had not yet an experimental fenfe of his love. Nor was

he convinced of his own fallen ftate, till one Sunday even-

ing, a fervant came in to make up his fire, while he was wri-

ting fome mufic, who looking at him with ferious concern,

faid, " Sir, I am forry to fee you fo employed on the Lord's-

day.
:

' At firft his pride was alarmed, and his refentment

moved
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moved at being reproved by a fervant. But upon reflecli-

cn, he felt the reproof was juff. He immediately put away

his Baulk, and from that very hour, became a Uriel; obfeiver of

the Lord's-day.

1^. I have heard two very different accounts of the man-

ner wherein he had the fir ft notice of the people called Mez

ihodifls. But I think it reafonable to prefer to any other,

that which I received from his own mouth. This was. as

follows :

When Mr. Llill went up to London to attend the par-

liament, he took his family and Mr. Fletcher with him.

While they flopped at St. Albans, he walked out into the

town, and did not return till they were fet out for London.

A horfe being left for him, he rode after, and overtook them

in the evening. Mr. Hill a/king him, why he flayed behind?

He faid, " As I was walking, I met with a poor old wo-

man, who talked fo fweetly of jefus Chrill, that I knew

not how the time pafTetl away." I (hall wonder, faid Mrs.

H. if our tutor does not turn Mtthodifi by and by. " Me-

ikodifl, Madam, faid he, pray what is that ?" She replied,

« Why, the Mtthodifis are a people that do nothing but

pray: they are praying all day and all night." " Are they?'*

faid he, " then by the heip of GOD, 1 will find them out,

if they be above ground." He did find them put not long

after, and was admitted into the fociety. And from this

lime, whenever he was in town, he met in Mr. Richard

Edwards's clafs. This he found fo profitable to his foul,

that he loft no opportunity of meeting. And he retained

I peculiar regard for Mr. Edwards, till the day of his death,

CHAP lh

Of Jus Converfwn to GOD.

i. TT will be moft fatisfaftory to the ferious reader, to

A give an account of this in his own words. They

run thus. " The twelfth of January, in the year 1755, I

received the facrament of the Lord's fupper, though my
heart
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heart was as hard as a {tone. The following day I felt the

tyranny of fin more than ever, and an uncommon coldnefs

in all leligious duties. I felt the burden of my corruptions

heavier than ever: there was no reft in my flefh. I called

upon the Lord, but with fiich heavinefs, as made me fear

it was loit labour. Many a time did I take up the bible

to feek comfort; but not being able to read, I fhut it a-

gain. The thoughts which engrofied my mind were thefe.

I am undone. I have wandered from GOD more than e-

ver. I have trampled under -foot the frequent, conviclions

which GOD has wrought in my heart. Inftead of going

ilrait to Chrift, I have wafted my time, in fighting againit

fin, by the fole ufe of the means of grace: as if the means

would do me good, without the bleffing of GOD. I ne-

ver had faith: and without faith it is impofiible to pleafe

GOD. Therefore all my thoughts, words, and works,

however fpecious before men, are utterly finful before GOD.
And if I am not changed before I go hence, I am loft to

all eternity.

2. When I faw that all my endeavours availed nothing

againft my conquering fm, I almoft gave up all hope, and

refolved to fin cn and go to hell. Yet I had a ftrange thought,

" If I do go to hell, I will praife GOD there. And. fince

I cannot be a monument of his mercy in heaven, I will

be a monument of his juftice in hell." But I foon reco-

vered mv ground. 1 thought, Chrijft died for all. There-

fore he died for me. He died to pluck fuch finners as I

am out of the devil's teeth. And as I fincerely defire to be

his, he will furely take me to himfelf. He will furely let

me know before I die, that he has died for me. It he leaves

me for awhile in this dreadful ftate, it is only to fliew me
the depth he draws me out of. But then I thought, per-

haps he will do it only at my dying hour. And mult 1 fin

on till then ? How can I endure this ? But I thought a-

gain, my Saviour was above three and thirty years on earth.

Let mc wait for him as many years, and then I may have

iome excuse for my impatience. Does GOD owe me any

tiling? Is he bound to time or place;' Do I deferve any-

thing
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thing at his hands but damnation? Yet anger was always

one of the fins which I could not overcome. I went on

finning and repenting, and (inning again: but Hill calling

on GOD's mercy through Chrift.

3. 1 was now beat out of all my ftrong holds. I felt

my helplelfnefsj and lay at the feet of Chrift. I cried,

"Save me, Lord, as a brand plucked out of the fire ! Give

me juftifying faith: for the devil will furely reign over me,

till thou takeft me into thy hand. I (hall only be an inftru-

ment in his hand to work wickednefs, till thou ftretch out

thy almighty hand, and fave thy loft creature, by free, un-

merited grace." I feldom went to private prayer, but this

thought came into my mind, this may be the happy hour,

when thou wilt prevail with GOD! But ftill I was difap-

poimed. I cried to GOD: but my heart did not go with

my lips. I prayed, but often could hardly keep awake.

When overcome with heavinefs, I went to bed: befeeching

GOD to fpare me till the next day, that I might renew my
wreftling with him, till I ftiould prevail.

4. On Sunday the nineteenth in the evening, I heard

an excellent fermon on thefe words: Being juftif:ai by faith,

toe have peace with GOD, through our Lord Jfus Chrift, I

beard it attentively, but my heart was not moved. I was

only ftill more convinced, that I was an unbeliever, and

that till I had faith, I fhould never have peace. The hymn
•after fermon fuited the fubjeel: but I could not join in

finging it. So I fat mourning while others rejoiced. I

went home, ftill refolving to wreftle with the Lord like Ja-

cob, till I fhould become a prevailing Ifrael.

5. I begged of GOD the following day, to (hew me the

wickednefs of my heart. I befought him to increafe mv
convictions; for I was afraid I did not mourn enough for

my fins. But I found relief in Mr. Wejleys journal, where

1 learned, that we fhould not build on what we feel, hut &&
to Chrift with all our fins, and all our hardnefs of heart.

On the twenty-firft I wrote down part of what filled mv
heart, namely, a confetfion of my fins, mifery, and helplefi'-

nefs
;
together with a refolution to feek Chnft even unto

death.
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death. In the evening I read the fcriptures, and found a,

fort of pleafure, in feeing a pi£lure of my own wickednefs

exa&ly drawn in the third of the Romans, and that of my
prefent condition in the feventh. I often wifhed to be ac-

quainted with fomebody, who had been in my condition,

and refolved to feek for one, to whom I might unbofom my
whole foul. On Thurfday Satan hefet me hard: I finned,

and grievoufly too. And now I almoft gave up all hope:

I was on the brink of defpair: and neverthelefs continued

to fall into fin, as often as I had temptation. But I mull

obferve, that though I frequently thought, hell would be my
portion, yet 1 never was much afraid of it: whether this

was owing to a fecret hope, or to hardnefs of heart, \

know not. But I was continually crying out, What ftu-

pidity! I fee myfelf hanging over hell, as it were by a fin-

gle thread! And yet I am not afraid, but fin on! O what

is man without the grace of QOD! A very devil in wick-

ednefs, though inferior to him in power! In the evening X

went to a fincere friend, and told him fomething of my ftate.

He endeavoured to adminifter comfort. But it was not

fuited to my Rate. When we parted he gave me fome ad-

vice, which was better fuited to my condition, " GOD,
faid he, is merciful. GOD loves you, and il he denies

you any thing, it is for your good. You deferve nothing

at his hands; but wait patiently for him, and never give

up your hope.
5
' I went home, refolved to follow his ad-

vice, though I mould ftay till death.

6. Ipropofed to receive the Lord's fupper on the following

Sunday. I therefore returned to my room, and looked out

a facramental hymn. I learned it by heart, and prayed it

over many times, intending to repeat it at the table. Then

I went to bed, with rather more hope and peace than I had

felt for fomc time. But Satan waked, though I flept. I

dreamed I had committed a grievous and abominable fin.

I awaked amazed and confounded, but fell upon my knees

and prayed with more faith than ufual : and afterwards went

about my bufinefs with an uncommon cheerfulnefs. It was

not long before I was tempted by my befetting fin: but I found
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it had no power. My foul was not even ruffled. I took

no notice of this at firft. But having withftood the temp-

tation again and again, I perceived it was the Lord's doing.

Afterwards it was fuggefted, It is prefumption for fuch a

finner, to hope for fo great a mercy. I prayed, that I might

not be in a delufion ; and the more I prayed, the more clear-

ly I faw it was real. For though fin ffirred all the day

long, I always overcame it in the name of the Lord.

[Continued to Page y&]

A fliert account of the

Conversion and death of

CASTER GARRET,
In a Letter to a Friend.

RASTER GARRET was born in Ireland, of proteftant pa-

rents, and lived without GOD in the world till the §§tk

year of his age. About that time, being afflicled, he was

greatly alarmed on account of his fins : but when he recover-

ed, this conviction wore off; on which he grew carelefs a-

gain. Shortly after, it pleafcd GOD to lay his hands

on a neighbour of his, who was a very wicked young man.

This ficknefs was fo fanclified to him, that when he recover-

ed, he evidenced that a real change was wrought upon him.

Prefently after, a prayer-meeting being appointed at his houfe

many came to it, and among the reft, Cafier Garret. He
had not attended long, before he was awakened again to a

fenfe of his danger. On feeing the houfe, where we met,

too fmall, he offered us the ufe of his barn to meet in.

After fome time, the Lord afflicled him again. Now
finding himfelf exceedingly ill, his fins were fet in array be-

fore him. On this, he fent for me to pray with him,

When I came, I afked him if he faw that he flood in need

of a Saviour? He anfwered, " Yes, yes!". I then alked,

do you fee the neceffity of being born again? He anfwer-

ed,
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ed, " I know I deferve hell ; and added, O pray that Chrifl

may have mercy on me, and reveal himfelf in my foil]."

On hearing this, I urged him to pray for himfelf, and to

expecr. the pardon of all his fins: telling him that when he

was juftified, he would find peace with GOD, through our

Lord Jefus Chrift. I then left him earneftly crying for mer-

cy. When I vifited him again, though he feemed better

in body, yet he continued to cry out for the falvatiou of

his foul.

Nov. 18, 1785, his diforder increafmg, he fent for me
again. When I came, he took me by the hand, and faid,

GOD is love! O help me to praife him."

After prayer he rejoiced exceedingly, and faid, " Chrift

has done great things for me! 1 have given up wife and

friends! I am crucified to the world, and the fear of death

is quite gone."

He then fent for his friends and neighbours, and charged

them to foifike their fins, and turn to GOD : adding, " If

you do, he will have mercy on you." To one whom he

knew to be a fabbath-breaker, he faid, " You have often

grieved me by breaking the fabbath of the Lord: I charge

you to quit your fins, and to cry to GOD for mercy; or

elfe where I am going, you will never come." In fhort;

he preached Chrift to all who came near him* and exhorted

them fpeedily to turn from all their fins.

Thus he continued for two days. When I returned, on

finding he was ftill happy in GOD, we fung the following

hymn

:

O the infinite cares,

Temptations and fnares,

His hand hath conducted me through:

O the biefiing beftow'd,

By a bountiful GOD!
And the mercies eternally new.

A friend coming into the room, he fpoke to him in a ve-

ry comfortable manner: and then faid, " bleffed be GOD
who fends his children from different places to fee me!"

Another
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Another coming to fee him, who fpoke very comforta-

bly, he afked him, " what think you of Chrift?" On my
faying,

u My Jefus to know, and feel his blood flow,
J
Tis life everlafting, 'tis heaven below,"

he anfwered, " O Jefus, did every creature enjoy as much

happinefs as I do at the prefent, it would be a happy world

indeed: it would bejuftfucha world as it ought to be! O
what a pity it is that every creature does not love Jefus!"

On my faying, look to GOD for an entire change of

heart, he anfwered, " I will;" and immediately added, " O
Jefus, as thou haft in great mercy juftifietl me freely > I

befeech thee fancHfy me wholly !"

The next night he fent for me again. When I came,

he faid, " O John, flay with me this night ! I fhall foon

go home !" But, faid I, do you think you are ready ? He
anfwered, " Jefus can foon make me ready." He then

defired his brother's wife to read him a rejoicing hymn.

Prefently after fatan made his laft effort againft him.

For all on a fudden he cried out aloud, " I am undone! un-

done! I have loft my way! the Lord is departed from me!
O, it was all lies I was telling ! GOD has {hewed me that

I am a great finner ! I fee my fins before me, as a mighty

army ready to devour me ! O my GOD, I am undone, un-

done !" I then faid, fear not ! it is the enemy who wants

to deftroy your confidence, and to remove you from the

rock of your falvation. But ftrongcr is he that is for you,

than all that are againft you ! He anfwered, " I hope fo ;"

but yet continued in great diftrefs. On my mentioning

thofe words, if we confefs our fins, GOD is faithful and

juft to forgive us our fins, and to cleanfe us from all un-

righteoufnefs ; he anfwered, " GOD is faithful and juft !

He is come! Help me up! Blefled be GOD ! He is come!"
Then giving a ftamp with his foot ; he faid, " Satan ! I ltamp

thee under my feet! O my dear friends and neighbours, praife,

praife the Lord with me ! For he i? come in mercv to

my foul ! The terror is gone ! The fling of death is gone !

Vol* IL G O death,
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O death, where is thy fting ! O grave, where is thy viclory

!

Blefled be Jefus who hath given me the viclory ! O, I feel

his love in my heart!"

" Praife GOD from whom all bleflings flow !"

The exceeding great joy he felt in his foul, gave vigour

to his body alfo. For, before this deliverance, he could

fcarce bear to be turned in the bed : but now he could fit

up himfelf, without any help
;
yea, we all thought he could

walk over the room !

A boy feeing this mighty change, ran home to his mo-
ther, and faid, mother get up ; for my uncle will foon be

well ! I never faw fuch a change before ! 1 think he can

walk over the room ! On hearing this, file came, and was

aftonilhed at what fhe faw and heard.

His wife coming into the room, praifed the Lord for

what he had done for him ! She then faid, my dear hufband,

I am willing to part with you ; for you are GOD's and not

mine. I freely give you up to him. Farewell, my dear

hufband ! O that my laft end may be like yours ! To which

he anfwered, " O that it may ["

a Our mourning is all at an end,

" When rais'd by the life-giving word."

He juft faid, " lam happy!" and then he fell aOeep in tht

arms of Jefus.

November 27, 1785,

Poetry.

A Letter to a Person in high Life.

Matthew vi. 19.

Lay not up for your/elves Treafures on Earth, &e,

WHY do you fet your heart on earth,

Or plume yourfelf on wealth or birth?

Wku
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What blifs can thefe afford?

Will they prolong your fleeting breath?

Or refcue from the jaws of death

Their fupercilious Lord?

Do not the rich, as well as poor,

Find death ftiH knocking at their door ?

Or does he lefs invade

The lofty cailles of the great,
.

Shining in all the pomp of Hate,

Than poverty's low fhed?

Remember then how foon you mult

Yield unto death, and in the dull

Your empty honours lay:

Your years with fwift, though filent pace,

Slide on, nor linger in the race,

Tq bring th' unwelcome day.

Then nought on earth you call your own,

Will follow you to worlds unknown;

Your every dear delight,

Your houfe, your land, your pleafing wife

And all the comforts of this life,

Will vanifh out of fight.

Not one of all thofe fpreading trees,

Planted by you to catch the breeze,

And form the cooling fnade;

Their fhort-liv'd mafter will purfue,

Except the cyprefs be your due,

To death once facred made.

Nor wealth, nor birth, relief in hcli

Can yield, where lordly Dives fell,

Involv'd in torments dire
;

Of all his vaft, his boundlefs ftorc,

No mite is left him, to procure

One drop to quench the fire,
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Hear him deplore his haplefs fate,

He cries for mercy, now too late;

To Abraham tells his grief:

" Have pity, father, on thy fon,

On me beftow one little boon,

To give me fome relief!

The favour which I afk of thee.

Is this, fend Laz'rus unto me,

Who am with torment Hung;

That he into the cooling flream

May dip his finger, damp the flame

That preys upon my tongue."

That fuch may never be your end,

By this be warn'd, in time, my friend.

This mammon-god defpife;

But make the living Lord your flay,

That when this world fhall fail, you may
Have treafures in the fkies

(
.

2 Kings ii. 11. And parted them both aj"under.

THAT chariot, in my life's fhort day,

I oft have feen defcend,

To tear my other felf away,

To part me from my friend.

But lo, it comes my foul t'unite

With thofe that went before,

It whirls me to my friends in light,

Where we fhall part no more.

THE
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THE

Arminian Magazine,

For FEBRUARY, 1790.

GOD's Love to Mankind. Manifefled by difproving

his Abfolute Decree for their Damnation,

[Continued from Vol. I. page 569.]

THIRDLY, Abfolute Reprobation is contrary to t'-e

ufe and end of GOD's gifts befiowed upon men,

which gifts are of two forts :

1. Gifts of nature, our creation, prefervation, together

with health, ftrength, beauty, and wifdom.

2. Gifts of grace, which have a more immediate relation

to everlafting life, and are means either of purchafing fal-

vation or of applying it.

Means of purchafing it, are, the coming of Chrift imp

the world, and the fkcrificing himfelf on the crofs.

Means of applying it, are the miniftry of the v.-ord, and

facraments, the long-fuffering of GOD, the enlightening of

men's underftandings, and the plantation of many excellent

virtues in their hearts.

Now of thefe endowments of nature and grace, what

the true ufe and end is, the fci ipture doth plainly and pa

cularly (hew.

Firft, for the gifts of nature, they are beftowed upon all

that have them, fur the encouraging and enabling oi p

ferve GOD and fave their fouls. For Aclf xiv. 16, 17.

the apoftle faith, that God (even in thofe times in whi< he

fullered
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fufferedthe gentiles to walk in their own ways, and with-

held from them the light of his holy word) did give unto the

people of the world, rainfrom heaven andfruitfulfeafans, fil-

ling their hearts with food and gladnefs ; and in fo doing

he left not himfelf among them without witnefs. This im-

plieth, that he gave them thefe good things, that he might

make himfelf known unto them, and fo draw them to glorify

him according to the knowledge which they had of him.

JBs xvii. 26, 27, the apoftle faith direSly, that men
are made and placed in this world, and appointed to their

feveral times and dwellings, that they might feek andfnd
GOD : that is, that they might ferve him and fave their fouls.

Tor what is it to feek GOD, but to ferve him ? and what

is it to find GOD, but to enjoy his face and favour here and

in heaven ? So Pro/per: " Look of what ufe the law and
" the prophets were to the Israelites; of the fame ufe were the

" gifts of creation and providence to the gentiles." GOD
never intended to deal with the gentiles, as the foul-mouth'd

Mamchees faid he dealt with the Jews ; to feed and fat

them up with outward blefTings, as fo many fwine with hufks

and acorns, but to draw them up by thefe to an expectati-

on of better things, and a careful endeavour to pleafe GOD3

that fo they might obtain them.

The end of all creatures, and of all created gifts beftow-

cd upon man, is fubordinate to the end of man. Man's

end is to glorify GOD upon earth, and enjoy him in hea-

ven ; and the end of thofe gifts is to direft and encourage

man to attain that excellent end to which his Creator had

appointed him.

The gifts of grace, likewife, are given to all that enjoy

them, for the fame ufe and end.

For, firft, Chrift cajne into the world, not that he might

be a rock of offence, at which the greater part of men
fhould ftumble and fall ; but to flied his blood, and there-

by purchafe falvation for all mankind ; not only for thofe

who are faved, but for thofe alfo who through their wilful

unbelief and impenitency are not faved ;. as we may fee,

John
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>John iii. 17. GOD fent his Son into the zvorld, not io

condemn the worlds but that the world through him might be

Jdved. In which words the end of his coming is fet down,

1. Negatively ; not to condemn the world.

2. Affirmatively ; but that the world through him might

be favtd.

The like fpeech we have in John xii. 47. / came not

to judge the world\ but to fave it. Thefe negations joined

\vith affirmations, fhew, that the falvation of all men was

the only end of Chrift's coming ; no other end was proper-

ly intended by it but this. The Son of man came to feek and

to fave that which was loft, Luke xix. 10. There-

fore he came to fave every man ; for every man was loll.

And Acls iii. 26. To you, faith St. Peter, hath GOD ferj

his Son JyitSi to bltfs yju, in turning every one ofyou from
your iniquities. Every one of you—you that rejeci him, as

well as ycu that receive him. The end, then, of Chrift's

coming into the world, was the falvation of all and every

man therein.

2. The miniftry of the word and facraments is given al~

fo for the fame end, and is, in its proper ufe, an inftrument

ot conveying the fpirit of regeneration to thofe that live un-

der it, and to all thofe*

Better proofs for this I cannot have, than thofe which

our reverend divines at Dort gathered to my hand. Ifa.

lix. 21. This is my covenant with them, faith the Lord : My
Spirit that is upon thee, and my words which I have put tin

thy mouth, fhall not depart out of thy mouth, nor out of tht

mouth of thy feed, or feed's feed, for tvtt. From thefe

words it appeareth, that the word and Spirit are joined in

the miniftry of the word with an inseparable band, by the

promife of GOD. Hence it is that the minifters of the

New Teftament are called, minifters, not of the letter, but

of the Spirit; not of the letter that hilleth, but of the Spirit

that giveth life, 2 Cor. iii. 6. And the miniftry of the gcf-

pel is called, the minifry of the Spirit, in the fame pface,

Ver. 8. Hence alfo is the gofpel called, grace that brvigeth-

faliuitien^
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falvation, Tit. ii. 11. and the word of reconciliation ± 2 Cor.

V. 19.

To thefe let me add, 1 Pet. i. 23. where the word is cal-

led the feed of the new birth : and 2 Cor. v. 20. where mi-

nifters are called embajfadorsfor Chrifl, to befeech men to be

reconciled to GOD. They are fo called to Thew, that the

word preached is> by GOD's appointment, an inflrumcnt

to make men new creatures ; and that the proper matter of

minilters' errands is, reconciliation with GOD ; and the na-

tural fruit of it is, in GOD's intent, not the obduration

and deftruQion, but the converfion and falvation of men.

The fame authors, out of John xv. 22. If I had not come

andfpoken unto them, theyJhould not have hadJin, do fay it

is evident, that Chrift in his preaching did adminifter fo

much inward grace as was fufficient to convince thofe that

rejected the gofpel, of pofitive unbelief, and render them

obnoxious to juft punimment : and, by good confequcnce,

fo much as fufficed, by their good hufbandry, to have con-

verted and faved them : for that grace leaveth none without

excufe, which is not fufficient to convert them.

I will conclude what they fay of this gracious intention of

GOD in the miniftry of the word, with that fpeech of Prof-

fer, cited by them: " They that fay, that all thofe to whom
" the gofpel is preached, even thofe that obey not the gofpel,

*' are not called to grace, they fay an untruth." GOD loo/ted

for grapes, fays the text, Ifa. v. 2. What doth this im-

ply, but that it was GOD's principal aim, in the hufbandry

which he bellowed upon the church of Ifrael, that it mould

bring forth good fruit, though in the event it did not? How

often would I have gatheredyou? faith Chi ift to Jerufalem,

Matt, xxiii. 37. Thefe things have I Jpofan, that ye might

befaved: but ye will not come unto me, that ye might have

life, John v. 34. 40. In thofe words intimating no lefs

than this, that it was his full intent, by his preaching, to

gather and to fave thofe very men, that in the end were

not gathered nor fayed, through their contempt or neglect

of his miniftry.

A Sermon
{Continued to Page 105.]
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SERMON XIV,

On i Peter iii. 3, 4*

ffihofe adorning let it not be that outward adorning of- Wear*

ing of gold, or of putting on of apparel.

But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not

corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet Jpirit,

which is in the fight of GOD of great price,

I. QT. Paul exhorts all thofe who defire to be transformed

h the renewal oftheir minds, and to prove what is that

good, and acceptable, andperj"e8'will ofGOD, Not to be conformed

to this world. Indeed this exhortation relates more directly to

the wifdom of the world, which in all its branches isfoolijhnefs

with GOD; and to the fpirit of the world, which is totally

cppofite to his good, and acceptable^ andperfecl will. But it

likewife has a reference, even to the manners and cujloms o£

the world, which naturally flow from its wifdom and fpirit,

and are exactly fuitable thereto. And it was not beneath the

wifdom of GOD, to give us punctual directions in this re-

ipe£t alfo.

2. Some of thefe, particularly that in the text, defcend

even to the apparel of Chriftians. And both this text and the

parallel one of St. Paul) are asexprefs as pofllble. St. Paul's

Words are [1 Tim. ii. 9, icn] / will, that women adorn them-

/elves in modefl apparel; not with gold, or pearls, or cofly

array : but (which becometh women profeffing godlinefsJ with

good works.

3. But is it not itrange, fay fome, that the all-wife Spirit of

GOD fhould condefcend to take notice of fuch trifles as thefe ?

To take notice of fuch infignificant trifles? Things of fo lit-

tle moment ? Or rather of none at all? For what does it.

fignify, provided we take care of the Soul, what the Body
is covered with ? Whether in filk or fackcioth ? What harm
can there be, in the wearing of gold, or filver, or precious

ftones? Or any other of thofe beautiful things, with which
GOD has fo amply provided us? May we not apply to this,

Vol. IL H what
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what St. Paul has obferved on another occafion, That every

creature ofGOD is good, and nothing to be rejecled?

4. It is certain that many who fincerely fear GOD, have

cordially embraced this opinion. And their practice is fuita-

ble thereto : they make no fcruple of conformity to the world,

by putting on, as often as occafion offers, either gold, or

pearls, or coftly apparel. And indeed they are not well

pleafed with thofe who think it their duty to reject them

:

the ufing of which they apprehend to be one branch of

Chriftian liberty. Yea, fome have gone confiderably farther:

even fo far, as to make it a point, to bring thofe who had

refrained from them for fome time, to make ufe of them

again : alluring them, that it was mere fuperftition to think

there was any harm in them. Nay, farther Hill, a very

refpedtable perfon has faid in exprefs terms, " I do not defire

that any who drefs plain, mould be in our Society." It is

therefore certainly worth our while, to confider this matter

thoroughly : ferioufly to enquire, Whether there is any harm

in the putting on of gold, or jewels, or coftly apparel ?

5. But before we enter on the fubject, let it be obferved,

That flovenlinefs is no part of Religion: that neither this,

nor any text of Scripture, condemns neatnefs of apparel-

certainly this is a Duty, not a fin: <c Cleanlinefs is indeed

next to Godlinefs." Agreeably to this, good Mr. Herbert

advifes every one that fears GOD,

" Let thy mind's fweetnefs have its operation

Upon thy perfon, clothes, and habitation."

And furely every one mould attend to this, if he would not

have the good that is in him, evil fpoken of.

6. Another miftake with regard to apparel, has been com-

mon in the religious world. It has been fuppofed by fome,

that there ought to be no difference at all in the apparel of

Chriflians. But neither thefe texts, nor any other in the

Book of GOD, teach any fuch thing, or direct that the drefs

of the Matter or Miftrefs mould be nothing different from

that of their fervants. There may undoubtedly be a mode-

rate
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rate difference of apparel, between perfons of different fta-

tions. And where the eye is fingle, this will eafily be ad-

j ufted by the rules of Chriftian Prudence.

7. What is then the meaning of thefe Scriptures? What
is it which they forbid ? They manifeftly forbid ordinary

Chriftians, thofe in the lower or middle ranks of life, to be

adorned with gold, or pearls, or coftly apparel. But why ?

What harm is there herein? This deferves our ferious con-

fideration. But it is highly expedient, or rather abfolutely"

neceffary for all who would confider it to any purpofe, as

far as is poflible, to diveft themfelves of all prejudice, and

to ftand open to conviction : is it not neceffary likewife ia

the higheft degree, that they mould earneftly befeech the

Father of lights, that " by his holy infpiration they may
think the things that are right, and by his merciful guid-

ance perform the fame?" Then they will not fay, no, not

in their hearts (as I fear too many have done) what the fa-

mous Jew faid to the Chriftian, Non perfuadebis, eiiarnfiper-

fuaferis, « Thou (halt not perfuade me, though thou hall

perfuaded me."

8. The queftion is, What harm does it do, to adorn our-

felves with gold, or pearls, or coftly array, fuppofe we can

afford it? That is, fuppofe it does not hurt or impoverifh

our families? The firft harm it does is, It engenders

Pride, and where it is already, increafes it. Whoever nar-

rowly obferves what paffes in his own heart, will eafily dif-

cern this. Nothing is more natural than to think ourfelves

better, becaufe we are dreffed in better clothes. And it is

fcarce poftible for a man to wear coftly apparel, without,

in fome meafure, valuing himfelf upon it. One of the old

Heathens was fo well apprifed of this, that when he had a

fpite to a poor man, and had a mind to turn his head, he

made him a prefent of a fuit of fine clothes.

Eutrapelus, euicunq; nocere volebat,

Vejiimenta dabat pretiofa.
*

He

* Eutrapelus made prefents of fplendid garments to thofe,

whom he wifhed to hurt or corrupt.
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He could not then but imagine himfelf to be as much better^

as he was finer than his neighbour. And how many thou-

fands, not only Lords and Gentlemen in England, but ho^

neft Tradefmen, argue the fame way? Inferring the fupe-

rior value of their perfons from the value of their clothes?

9. " But may not one man be as proud though clad in

fackcloth, as another is, though clad in cloth of gold?'*

As this argument meets us at every turn, and is fuppofed to

be unanfwerable, it will be worth while to anfwer it once

for all, and to fhew the utter emptinefs of it. " May not

then one clad in fackcloth, you afk, be as proud, as he that

is clad in cloth of gold?" I anfwer, Certainly he may: I

fuppofe no one doubts of it. And what inference can you

draw from this ? Take a parallel cafe. Qne man that drinks

a cup of wholefome wine may be as fick as another that

drinks poifon. But does this prove that the poifon has no,

more tendency to hurt a man than the wine? Or does it

<excufe any man for taking, what has a natural tendency to

make him fick:? Now to apply. Experience {hews that

fine clothes have a natural tendency to make a man fick of

pride. Plain clothes have not. Although it is true, you

may be fick of pride in thefe alfo, yet they have no natural

tendency, either to caufe or increafe this ficknefs. There-

fore let all that defire to be clothed with Humility, abftain

from that poifon.

10. Secondly, The wearing gay or coflly apparel natu-

rally tends to breed and to increafe Vanity. By Vanity I here

mean the £<ove and Defire of being admired and praifed.

Every one of you that is fond of Drefs, has a witnefs of this

in your own bofom. Whether you will confefs it before

man or no, you are convinced of this before GOD. You
know in your hearts, it is with a view to be admired that

you thus adora yourfelves : and that you would not be at

the pains, were none to fee you, but GOD and his holy an-

gels. Now the more you indulge this foolifh defire, the

more it grows upon you. You have vanity enough by na-

ture ; but by thus indulging it, you increafe it a hundred-

fold. O flop! Aim at pleafing GOD alone, and all thefe

Ornaments will drop off.

11. Thirdly,
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11. Thirdly, The wearing of gay and coflly Apparel,

naturally tends to beget Anger, and every turbulent and un~

ealy Paffion. And it is on this very account, that the Apoiile

places this Outward Adorning in direct oppolition to the

ornament of a meek and quiet fpirit. How remarkably does

he add, Which is in the fight of GOD of great price

:

Than gold and pearls more precious far,

And brighter than the morning-ftar.

None can eafily conceive, unlefs himfelf were to make the

fad experiment, the contrariety there is between that Out-

ward Adorning, and this inward quietnefs offpirit. You
never can thoroughly enjoy this, while you are fond of the

other. It is only while you fit loofe to that outward adorn-

ing, that you can in patience pojfefs your foul. Then only

when you have call off your fondnefs for drefs, will the

peace of GOD reign in your hearts.

12. Fourthly, Gay and coftly apparel directly tends to

create and inflame Lull. I was in doubt whether to name

this brutal appetite : or, in order to fpare delicate ears, to

exprefs it by fome gentle circumlocution: (like the Dean,

who fome years ago, told his audience at White-Hall, " If

you do not repent, you will go to a place, which I have

too much manners to name before this good company/')

But I think it belt to fpeak out: hnce the more the word

fhocks your ears, the more it may arm your heart. The
fact is plain and undeniable: it has this effect, both on the

wearer and the beholder. To the former, our elegant Poet^

Cowley, addreffes thofe fine lines

:

" Th' adorning thee with fo much art

Is but a barbarous {kill:

'Tis like the poifoning of a dart,

Too apt before to kill."

That is (to exprefs the matter in plain terms, without any

colouring) " You poifon the beholder with far more of this

bafe appetite, than otherwife he would feel." Did you not

know
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know, this would be the natural confequence of your elegant

adorning? To pufli the queftion home, did you not de/ire, did

you not df/ign it mould ? And yet all the time, how did you

" Set to public view

A fpecious face of innocence and virtue ?"

Meanwhile you do not yourfelf efcape the fnare which you

fpread for others. The dart recoils, and you are infected

with the fame poifon with which you infected them. You
kindle a flame, which at the fame time confumesboth your-

felf and your admirers. And it is well, if it does not plunge

both you and them into the flames of hell.

13. Fifthly, The wearing coftly array is directly oppofite

to the being adorned with good works. Nothing can be more

evident than this: for the more you lay out on your own
apparel, the lefs you have left to clothe the naked, to feed

the hungry, to lodge the ftrangers, to relieve thofe that

are fick and in prifon, and to leflen the numberlefs afflicti-

ons to which we are expofed in this vale of tears. And
here is no room for the evafion ufed before, " I may be as

humble in cloth of gold, as in fackcloth." If you could be

as humble, when you chufe coftly, as when you chufe plain

apparel (which I flatly deny) yet you could not be as bene-

ficent, as plenteous in good works. Every milling which

you fave from your own apparel, you may expend in cloth-

ing the naked: and in relieving the various necefliiies of the

poor, whom ye have always with you. Therefore every mil-

ling which you needlefsly fpend on your apparel, is in ef-

fect ftolen from GOD and the poor. And how many pre-

cious opportunities of doing good have you defrauded your-

felf of? How often have you difabled yourfelf from doing

good, by purchafing what you did not want? For what end

did you buy thefe ornaments? To pleafe GOD? No; but

to pleafe your own fancy, or to gain the admiration and

applaufe of thofe that were no wifer than yourfelf. How
much good might you have done with that money? And

what an irreparable lofs have you fuftained by not doing it ?
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if It be true that the day is at hand, when every man Jhall

receive his own rewardy according to his own labour!

14. I pray confider this well. Perhaps you have not feen

it in this light before. When you are laying out that mo-
ney in coftly apparel, which you .could have otherwife fpar-

ed for the poor, you thereby deprive them ofwhat GOD, the

Proprietor of all, had lodged in your hands for their ufe.

If fo, what you put upon yourfelf, you are, in effect, tear-

ing from the back of the naked ; as the coftly and delicate

food which yoli eat, you are fnatching from the mouth of

the hungry. For mercy, for pity, for Chrift's fake, for the

honour of his gofpel, ftay your hand. Do not throw this

money away. Do not lay out on Nothing, yea, worfe than

Nothing, what may clothe your poor, naked, fliivering fel-

low-creature !

15. Many years ago, when I was at Oxford, in a cold

winter's day a young maid (one of thofe we kept at fchool)

called upon me. I faid, You feem half ftarved. Have you.

nothing to cover you but that thin linen gown ? She faid,-

" Sir, this is all I have." I put my hand in my pocket;

but found I had fcarce any money left, having juft paid a-

way what I had. It immediately ftruck me, Will not thy

Matter fay, « Well done, good and faithful Steward I

Thou haft adorned thy walls with the money which might
have fcreened this poor creature from the cold !" O Juftice !

O Mercy ! Are not thefe pictures the blood of this poor
maid ! See thy expenfive apparel in the fame light : thy
Gown, Hat, Head-drefs ! Every thing about thee which
colt more than Chriftian Duty required thee to lay out, is

the blood of the poor ! O be wife for the time to come

!

Be more merciful! More faithful to GOD and man ! More
abundantly adsrned (like men and women profefling godli-

nefs) with good works,

16. It is true, great allowance is to be made for thofe

who have never been warned of thefe things, and perhaps
do not know, that there is a word in the Bible, which for-

bids coftly apparel. But what is That to You ? You have
been warned over and over ; yea, in the plained manner

poflible,
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poffible. And what have you profited thereby ? Do not yon
flill drefs juft like other people of the fame fortune ? Is not

your Drefs, as gay, as expenfive as theirs, who never had

jmy fuch warning ? As expenfive as it would have been, if

you had never heard a word'faid about it? O how will you

anfwer this, when you and I (land together at the judg-

ment-feat of Chrift ! Nay, have not many of you grown

finer as faft as you have grown richer ? As you increafed in

fubftance, have- you not increafed in Drefs? Witnefs the

profufion of ribbands, gauze, or linen about your heads

!

"What have you profited then by bearing the reproach of

Chrift ? By being called Methodifts ? Are you not as fafhi-

onabiy dreft as others of your rank that are no Methodifls ?

Do vou afk, (C But may we not as well buy fafhionahle

things as unfafhionnble ?" I anfwer, Not if they give you ,

a bold, immodeft look (as thofe huge hats, bonnets, head-

dreffes do.) And not if they coft more. " But I can af-

ford it O lay afide for ever that idle, nonfenfical word f

No Chriftian can afford to wafte any part of the fubftance

which GOD has intruiled him with. How long are you to

fta'y here ? May not you to-morrow, perhaps to»night, be

fummoned to arife and go hence, in order to give an ac*

count of this and all your talents to the Judge of quick and

dead ?

17. How then can it be, that after fo many warnings*

you pern ft in the fame folly ? Is it not hence ? There are

ffciH among you, fome that neither profit themfelves by all.

they hear, nor are willing that others fhould : and thefe, if

any of you are almoft perfuaded to drefs as Chriftians, rea-

fon, and rally, and laugh you out of it. O ye pretty tri-

flers, I intreat you not to do the devil's work any longer \

Whatever ye do yourfeives, do not harden the hearts of

others. And you that are of a better mind, avoid thefe

tempters with all poffible care. And if you come where

any of them are, either beg them to be filent on the head,

or quit the room.

18. Sixthly, The putting ort of coftly apparel is direclly

oppcfite to what the Apoftle terms the hidden man of the

hearty
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heart, that is, to the whole image of GOD, wherein we were

created, and which is ftampt anew upon the heart of every

chriftian believer : oppofite to the mind which was in Chrifl

Jefus, and the whole nature of inward holinefs. All the

time you are ftudying this outward adorning, the whole in-

ward work of the Spirit Hands ftill : or rather goes back,

though by very gentle, and almoft imperceptible degrees.

Inftead of growing more heavenly-minded, you are more

and more earthly-minded. If you once had fellowfhip

with the Father and the Son, it now gradually declines

:

and you infenfibly fink deeper and deeper into the fpirit of

the world ; into foolilh and hurtful denres, and groveling

appetites- All thefe evils, and a thoufand more, fpring

from that one root, indulging yourfelf in cofiiy apparel.

19. Why then does not every one that either loves or

fears GOD, flee from it as from the face of a ferpent ?

Why are you ftill fo conformable to the irrational, finfui

cuftoms of a frantic world ? Why do you ftill defpife the

exprefs commandment of GOD, uttered in the plainer!

terms ? You fee the iight : why do not you follow the

light of your own mind? Your confcience tells you the

truth : why do you not obey the dictates of your own con-

fcience ?

20. You anfwer, " Why, univerfal cuftom is againft

me j and I know not how to ftem the mighty torrent."

Not only the profane, but the religious world, run violent-

ly the other way. Look into, I do not fay, the theatres,

but the churches, nay, and the meetings of every denomi-

nation ; (except a few old^-fafhioned fakers, or the peo*

pie called MoraviansJ look into the congregations in JLon*

don or elfewhere, of thofe that are ftiled go/pel minifters

:

look into Northampton chapel ; yea, into the tabernacle, or

the chapel in Tottenham Court-Road : nav, look into the

chapel in Wefl-flreet, or that in the City-Road : look at the

very people that fit under the pulpit, or by the fide of it

:

and are not thofe that can afford it (I can hardly refrain

from doing them the honour of naming their names) a3

richly, as famionably adorned, as thofe of the fame rank

in other places ?

Vol. II. I 21- This
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21. This is a melancholy truth. 1 am afhamed of if;

but I know not how to help it. I call heaven and earth

to witnefs this day, that it is not my fault. The trumpet

has not given an uncertain found, for near fifty years laft

paft. O GOD ! thou knoweft I have borne a clear and a

faithful teftimony. In print, in preaching, in meeting the

fociety, I have. not fhunned to declare the whole counfel

of GOD. I am therefore clear of the blood of thofe that

will not hear. It lies upon their own head.

22. I warn you once more, in the name, and in the

prefence, of GOD, that the number of thofe that rebel

againft GOD is no excufe f©r their rebellion. He hath

exprefsly told us, Thou fjalt not follow the multitude to do

evil. It was faid of a great, good man, he

" Fear'd not, had heaven decreed it, to have flood

Adverfe againft a world, and fingly good."

Who of you defire to fhare in that glorious character ? To
Hand adverfe againft a world ? If millions condemn you,

it will be enough, that you are acquitted by GOD and

your own confcience.

23. " Nay, I think/' fay fome, " I could bear the con-

tempt or reproach of all the world befide. I regard none

but my own relations, thofe efpecially that are of my own
houfehold. My father, my mother, my brothers and

fillers (and perhaps one that is nearer than they all) are

teazing me continually." This is a trial indeed, fuch as

very few can judge of, but thofe that bear it. " /have

not ftrength to bear it." No, not of your own : certainly

you have not. But there is Jlrength laid up for you on one

that is mighty! his grace is fufficient for you : and he now
fees your cafe, and is juft ready to give it you. Meantime

remember his awful declaration, touching them that regard

man more than GOD, He that loveth father or mother,

brother or fjler, hufoand or wife, mere than me, is not wor-

thy of me. Matt. 10. 37. Luke 14. 26.

24. But are there not fome among you that did once re-

nounce this conformity to the world, and drefs in every

point
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point neat and plain, fuitable to your profeffion ? Why-

then did you not perfevere therein ? Why did you turn

back from the good way ? Did you contract an acquaint-

ance, perhaps a friendfhip, with fome that were ft ill fond

of drefs ? It is no wonder then that you was fooner or la-

ter moved,

" To meafure back your fteps to earth again."

No lefs was to be expected, than that one fin would lead

you on to another. It was one fin, to contract a friend-

ihip with any that knew not GOD : for know ye not, that

friendjhip with the world is enmity with GOD ? And this

led you back into another, into that conformity to the

world, from which ye had clean efcaped. But what are

you to do now? Why, if you are wife, efcape for your

life : no delay : look not behind you ! Without lofs of

time, renounce the caufe and the effect together. Now,
to-day, before the heart is hardened by the deceitfulnefs of

fin, cut off at one ftroke that finful friendfhip with the un-

godly, and that finful conformity to the world ! Deter-

mine this day ! Do not delay till to-morrow, left you de-

lay for ever. For GOD's fake, for your own foul's fake,

fix your refolution now !

25. I conjure you all who have any regard for me, {hew

me before I go hence, that I have not laboured, even in

this relpect in vain, for near half a century. Let me fee,

before I die, a Methodift congregation, full as plain dreft

as a Quaker congregation. Only be more confiftent with

yourfelves. Let your drefs be cheap as well as plain. Other-

wife you do but trifle with GOD and me, and your own
fouls. I pray, let there be no coftly filks among you, how
grave foever they may be. Let there be no Quaker-linen,

proverbially fo called, for their exquifite finenefs : no Bruf-

fels lace, no elephantine hats or bonnets, thofe fcandals

of female modefty. Be all of a piece, dreft from head

to foot, as perfons profejfing godlinefs : profefling to do eve-

ry thing fmall and great, with the fingle view of pleafing

GOD.
26. Let
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26. Let not any of you, who are rich in this world, en-

deavour to excufe yourselves from this, hy talking non-

fenfe. It is ftark, ftaring nonfenfe to fay, " O I can af*

ford this or that." If you have any regard to common
fenfe, let that filly word never more come out of your

mouth. No man Jiving can afford to wafte any part of

what GOD has committed to his truft. None can afford

to throw any part of that food and raiment into the fea,

which was lodged with him, on purpofe to feed the hun-
gry and clothe the naked. And it is far worfe than fimple

wafte, to fpend any part of it in gay or coftly apparel,

For this is no lefs, than to turn wholefome food into dead-

ly poifon. It is giving fo much money, to poifon both

yaurfelf and others, as far as your example fpreads, with

pride, vanity, anger, lull, love of the world, and a thou-

land foolijh and hurtful defires^ which tend to pierce them
through %vith many forrows. And is there no harm in all

this? O GOD, anfe, and maintain thy own caufe ! Let

not men or devils any longer put out our eyes, and lead us

blindfold into the pit of deftruclion.

27. 1 befeech you, every man that is here prefent before

GOD, every woman, young or old, married or fingle,

yea, every child that knows good from evil, - take this to

yourfelf. Each of you, for one, take the apoftle's ad-

vice : at leaft, hinder not others from taking it. I befeech

you, O ye parents, do not hinder your children from fol-

lowing their own convictions : even though you might

think they would look prettier^ if they were adorned with

fuch gewgaws as other children wear. I befeech you, O
ye hufbands, do not hinder your wives : you, O ye

wives, do not hinder your hufbands, either by word or

deed, from acting juft as they are perfuaded in their own
minds. Above all, 1 conjure you, ye half Methodifts, you

that trim between us and the world, you that frequently,

perhaps conftantly, hear our preaching, but are in no far-

ther connexion with us : yea, and all you that were once in

full connexion with us, but are not fo now : whatever ye do

youifelves, do not fay one word to hinder others from reco-

vering and praclifing the advice which has been now given \
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Yet a little while, and we (hall not need thefe poor cover-

ings : for this corruptible body (hall put on incorruption.

Yet a few days hence, and this mortal body fhall put 011

immortality. In the meantime, let this be our only care,

to put off the old man, our old nature, which is corrupt*

which is altogether evil : and to put on the new man, which

after GOD is created in righteoufnefs and true holinefs. In

particular, put on, as the elect of GOD, bowels of mercies

hindnefs, gentlenefs, longfuffering. Yea, to fum up all in

one word, put on Chrif, that when he Jlmll appear^ ye way

appear with him in glory*

North-Green, Dec. 30, 1786.

An EXTRACT

Of the Revd. Mr. JOHN WESLEY's Journal,

From Auguft 12th, 1738, to November ift, 1739.

[Continued from page 36.

]

SUNDAY, September 17. I began again to declare

in my own country the glad tidings of falvation,

preaching three times, and afterwards expounding the holy

fcripture to a large company in the Minories. On Monday

I rejoiced to meet with our little fociety, which now con-

fided of thirty-two perfons. The next day I went to the

condemned felons in Newgate, and offered them free falva-

tion. In the evening I went to a fociety in Bear-Yard, and

preached repentance and remiflion of fins. The next even-

ing I fpoke the truth in love at a fociety in Alderfgateflreet.

Some contradicted at firft; but not long: fo that nothing

but love appeared at our parting.

Thurfday 21. I went to a fociety in Gutter-Lane; but I

could not declare the mighty works of GOD there; as I

did
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did afterwards at the Savoy in all fimplicity. And the word
did not return empty.

Finding abundance of people greatly exafperated by grofs

mifreprefentations of the words I had fpoken, I went to as

many of them in private, as my time would permit. GOD
gave me much love towards them all. Some were con-

vinced they had been miftaken. And who knoweth but

GOD will foon return to the reft, and leave a blefling be-

hind him ?

. On Saturday 23. I was enabled to fpeak ftrong words

both at Newgate and at Mr. E's fociety: and the next day

at St. AnneSy and twice at St. John's, Clerkenwell; fo that I

fear they will bear me there no longer.

Tuefday 26. I declared the gofpel of peace to a fmall

company at Windfor. The next evening Mr. H. preached

to the focieties at Bows but not the truth as it is in Jefas.

I was afraid left the lame mould be turned out of the way : but

GOD anfwered the thoughts of my heart, and took away

my fear, in a manner I did not expect, even by the words

of Thomas Sternhold. They were thefe (fung immediately

after the fermon.)

Thy mercy is above all. things,

O GOD; it doth excel;

In truft whereof, as in thy wings,

The fons of men {hall dwell.

Within thy houfe they fhali be fed

With plenty at their will;

Of all delights they mall be fped,

And take thereof their fill.

Becaufe the well of life moft pure

Doth ever flow from thee;

And in thy light we are moft fure

Eternal light to fee.

From fuch as thee defire to know

Let not thy grace depart;

Thy righteoufnefs declare and mow
To men of upright heart.

Saturday
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Saturday 30. One who had been a zealous oppofer of

this way, fent and defired to fpeak with me immediately.

He had all the figns of fettled defpair, both in his counte-

nance and behaviour. He faid, " He had been enfiaved

to fin many years, efpecially to drunkennefs: that he had

long ufed all the means of grace, had conftantly gone to

church and facrament, had read the fcripture, and ufed

much private prayer, and yet was nothing profited." I de-

fired we might join in prayer. After a (hort fpace he rofe

and his countenance was no longer fad. He faid, " Now
I know, GOD loveth me, and has forgiven my fins And
fin fhall not have dominion over me; for Chrift hath fet

me free." And according to his faith it was unto him.

Sunday, October 1. I preached both morning and after-

noon at St. George's in the Eaft. On the following days I

endeavoured to explain the way of falvation, to many who
had mifunderitood what had been preached concerning it.

Friday 6. I preached at St. Antholin's once more. In the

afternoon 1 went to the Rev. Mr. Bedford, to tell him be-

tween me and him alone, of the injury he had done both

to GOD and his brother, by preaching and printing that

very weak fermon on AJfurance, which was an Ignoratio

Elenchi from beginning to end ; feeing the afTurance we
preach is of quite another kind from that he writes againft.

We fpeak of, An aifurance of our prefe?it pardon ; Not (as.

he does) of our final perfeverance.

In the evening I began expounding at a little fociety in

W(tpping* On Sunday 8, I preached at the Savoy chapel (I

fuppofe the laft time) on the parable (or hiftory rather) of

the Pharifee and publican praying in the temple. On Mon-
day 9, I fet out for Oxford. In walking I read the truly

furprifing narrative, of the converfions lately wrought in

and about the town of Northampton in New-England, oiire-

ly this is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes!

An extract, from this I wrote to a friend, concerning the

ftate of thofe who are weak in faith. His anfwer, which

I received on Saturday 14, threw me into great perplexity,

till after crying to GOD, I took up a bible, which opened

on thefe words; And Jabez called on the GOD of Ifrae!9
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faying. Oh, that thou wouldefl blefs me indeed, and enlarge my
coajl! And that thine hand might be with me, and that thou

wouldefl keep me from evil that it may not grieve me! And
COD granted him that which he requefled.

This however, with a fentence in the evening leflbn, put

tne upon confidering my own ftate more deeply. And
what then occurred to me was as follows:

" Examine yourfelves, whether ye be in the faith." Now
the fureft tell whereby we can examine ourfelves, Whether
we be indeed in the faith, is that given by St. Paul, If any
wan be in Chrifl, he is a new creature. Old things are pafl

&way. Behold all things are become new.

Firft, His judgments are new: his judgment of himfelf,

of happinefs, of holinefs.

He judges himfelf to be altogether fallen fhort of the

glorious image of GOD. To have no good thing abiding

in him by nature; but all that is corrupt and abominable:

in a word, to be wholly earthly, f<mfual, and devilifh: a

motley mixture of beaft and devil.

Thus, by the grace of GOD in Chrift, I judge of my-
felf. Therefore I am, in this refpecl:, a new creature.

Again, His judgment concerning happinefs is new. He
would as foon expect to dig it out of the earth, as to find

it in riches, honour, pleafure (fo
.
called) or indeed in the

enjoyment of any creature. He knows there can be no hap-

pinefs on earth, but in the enjoyment of GOD, and in

the foretafte of thofe rivers of pleafure which flow at his

right-hand for evermore.

Thus, by the grace of GOD in Chrift, I judge of hap-

pinefs. Therefore I am, in this refpecl, a new creature.

Yet again, His judgment concerning holinefs is new.

He no longer judges it to be an outward thing. To con-

£ft either in doing no harm, in doing good, or in ufing the

ordinances of GOD. He fees it is, The life of GOD in

the foul; the image of GOD frefh ftamped on the heart.

An entire renewal of the mind in every temper and thought,

after the likenefs of him that created it.

Thus, by the grace of GOD in Chrift, I judge of ho-

linefs. Therefore I am, in this refpecl, a new creature.

Secondly,
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Secondly, His defigns are new. It is the defign of his

life, Not to heap up treafures upon earth, not to gain the

praife of men, not to indulge the defires of the fleih, the

defire of the eye, or the pride of life ; but to regain the

image of GOD; to have the life of GOD again planted

in his foul j and to be renewed after his likenefs, in righte-

oufnefs and all true holinefs.

This, by the grace of GOD in Chrifl, is the defign of

my life. Therefore I am, in this refpecl, a new creature.

Thirdly, His defires are new, and indeed the whole train

of his pafiions and inclinations. They are no longer fixt

on earthly things. They are now fet on the things of hea-

ven. His love and joy and hope, his forrow and fear, have

all refpecl: to things above. They all point heavenward.

Where his treafure is, there is his heart alfo.

I dare not fay I am a new creature in this refpecl:. For

other defires often arife in my heart. But they do not reign.

I put them all under my feet through Chrift which ftrength-

eneth me. Therefore believe he is creating me anew in this

alfo, and that he has begun, tho' not finilhed, his work.

Fourthly, His converfation is new. It is always feafoned

*with fait, andjit to min'ifler grace to the hearers.

So is mine, by the grace of GOD in Chrift. Therefore,

in this refpecl, I am a new creature.

Fifthly, His actions are new. The tenor of his life

fingly points at the glory of GOD. All his fubftance and

time are devoted thereto. Whether he eats or drinks, or

whatever he does, it either fprings from, or leads to, the

love of GOD and man.

Such, by the grace of GOD in Chrift, is the tenor of

my life. Therefore, in this refpecl, I am a new creature.

But St. Paul tells us elfewhere, That the fruit cf the Spi-

rit is love, peace, joy, long-fujfering, gentlenefs, meehiefs, te?n-

perance. Now altho', by the grace of GOD in Chrift, I

find a meafure of fome of thefe in myfelf, viz. of peace,

long-fufrering, gentlenefs, meeknefs, temperance: yet others

I find not. I cannot find in myfelf the love of GOD or of

Chrift. Hence my deadnefs and wanderings in public prayer.

Vol. II. K Henc«
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Hence it is that even in the holy communion, I have rarely

any more than a cold attention. Hence when I hear of

the higheft inftance of GOD's love, my heart is ftill fenfe-

lefs and unaffected. Yea, at this moment, I feel no more

love to him, than, to one I had never heard of.

Again, I have not that joy in the Holy Ghcft : no fet-

tled, lafting joy. Nor have I fuch a peace as excludes the

poffibility either of fear or doubt. "When holy men have

told me, " I had no faith," I have often doubted, whether

I had or no. And thofe doubts have made me very unea-

fy, till I was relieved by prayer and the holy fcriptures.

Yet upon the whole, although I have not yet that joy in

the Holy Ghofl, nor that love of GOD med abroad in

my heart, nor the full affurance of faith, nor the (proper)

witnefs of the Spirit with my fpirit that I am a child of

GOD, much lefs am I, in the full and proper fenfe of

the words, in Chrijl a hew creature : I neverthelefs trufl

that I have a meafure of faith, and am accepted in the be-

loved : I trull, the hand-writing that was againjl me is blot-

ted out, and that I am reconciled to GOD thro' his Son."

Sunday 15. I preached twice at the Caflle, and after-*

wards expounded at three focieties. Wednefday evening I

came to London again, and on Friday met a fociety (of fol-

diers chiefly) at Weftminjler. On Sunday 22. I preached

at Bloomjbury in the morning, and at Shadwell in the after-

noon. Wednefday 25. I preached at Baftng-fhaw church

:

on Friday morning at St. Antholirfs : on Sunday at Ijlington

and at London-Wall. Strange doctrine to a polite audience !

In the evening, being troubled at what fome faid, of the

kingdom ofGOD within us, and doubtful of my own date, I

called upon GOD, and received this anfvver from his word,

He himfelf alfo waited for the kingdom of GOD. " But

« mould not I wait in filence and retirement ?" was the

thought that immediately ftruck into my mind. I opened

my teftanient again on thofe words, Seeft thou not, how

faith wrought together with his works ? and by works was

faith made perfecl.

{Continued to Page 1 24.]
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THE LIFE AND DEATH OF

The Reverend JOHN FLETCHER,

{Continued from Page 47.]

7. T N the evening I read the experiences of fome of

X GOD's children, and found mine agreed with

theirs. Hereby my faith was ftrengthened," and my hope

confiderably increafed : I intreated the Lord, to deal with

his fervant according to his mercy, and take all the glory

to himfelf. I prayed earneftly, and was perfuaded, I fhoukl

have peace with GOD and dominion over fin : not doubt-

ing but the full affurance alfo would be given in GOD's
good time. I continued calling on him for an increafe of

faith (for ftill I had fome fear of being in a delufion.) And
having continued my fupplication till near one in the morn-

ing, I opened my bible on thofe words, " Caft thy burden

on the Lord> aod he fall fufain thee. He ivill notfuffer the

righteous to be moved' 1
Filled with joy, I fell on my knees,

to beg of GOD that I might always caft my burden upon

him. My hope was now greatly increafed : and I thought

I faw myfelf conqueror over fin, hell, and all manner of

affliction.

8. With this comfortable promife I fhut up my bible,

being now perfectly fatisfied. As I fhut it, I call; my eyes

on that word, Whatfoever ye fall q/k in my name I wilt d?

it. So having alked grace of GOD to ferve him till death,

I went cheerfully to bed."

9. So far we have Mr. Fletcher's own account under

his own hand. From this time he had the ivitnefs in him-

felf: he knew that he had redemption through the blood of

Chrijly even the forgivenefs offins. But he ftill continued

pleading with the Lord to take a fuller pofTefTion of his

heart : till one day, as he was in earned prayer, lying prof-

trate on his face before GOD, he faw, as it were, our

blelled Lord, hanging and bleeding on the crofs. And at

the fame time thofe words were fpoken. with power to his

heart

:

Seiz'd
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?f Seiz'd by the rage of finful men,

I fee him bound, and bruis'd, and flam

;

'Tis done ! the martyr dies !

His life to ranforn ours is given

:

And lo ! the fierceft fire of heaven

Confumes the facrifice.

He fufTers both from men and God \

He bears the univerfal load

Of guilt and mifery

!

He fufters to reverfe our doom

:

And lo ! my Lord is here become

The bread of life to me."

*©. I believe this was in January, 1756, in the fecon^

year after he removed to Tern. Now all his bonds were

broken : he breathed a purer air, and was able to fay with

confidence, The life J now live, I live by faith in the Son of

GOD y who loved me, and gave himfelffor me. By means

of this faith, fin was under his feet. Knowing in whom
he had believed, he could continually triumph in the Lord,

and praife the GOD of his falvation.

11. From this time he walked cheerfully, as well as va-

liantly in the ways of GOD ! He clofely followed his Ma-
fter, denying himfelf and taking up his crofs daily. And
thinking he had not leifure in the day for the great work
which he had in hand, he made it an invariable rule, to fit

up two whole nights in a week. Thefe he dedicated to

reading, meditation, and prayer, in order to enter more
deeply into that communion with the Father and the Son,

which was the delight of his foul. Mean time he lived

entirely on vegetable food, and for fome time on bread

with milk and water. None can doubt if thefe aufterities

were well intended. But it feems they were not well judg-

ed. It is probable, they gave the firft wound to an excel-

lent conftitution, and laid the foundation of many infirmi-

ties, which nothing but death could cure.

CHAP.



THE REVEREND JOHN FLETCHER. 77

CHAP. III.

From his Converfion to his fettling at Madely.

I. TT was not long after he had himfelf taped the po<w-

ers of the world to come, that he was preft in fpirit,

to exhort others to feek after the fame bletfing. And he

was the more ftrongly excited to this, by feeing the world

all around him lying in ivickednefs. Being deeply fenfible

of the goodnefs of GOD on the one hand, and the mi-

sery of mankind on the other, he found an earneft long-

ing

« To pluck poor brands out of the fire,

To fnatch them from the verge of hell."

This he began to do a confiderable time before he was

admitted into holy orders. And even his firft labours of

love were far from being in vain. For though he was by-

no means perfect in the EnglifJj tongue, particularly with

regard to the pronunciation of it ; yet the earneftnefs with

which he fpoke (leldom to be found in Englijh preachers)

and the unfpeakably tender affection to poor, undone Tin-

ners, which breathed in every word and gefture, drew

multitudes of people to hear him : and by the blelfing of

GOD, his word made fo deep an impreflion on their

hearts, that very few went empty away.

2. From this time, till he undertook the direct, care of

fouls, he ufed to be in London, during the fitting of the

parliament, and the reft of the year at Tern-Hall (as it

was then called) inft.ruct.ing the young gentlemen. Every '

Sunday he attended the parifh church at Atchain. But

when the fervice was ended, inftead of going home in the

coach which was always ready, he ufually took a folitary

walk by the Severn fide, and fpent fome time in meditati-

on and prayer. A pious domeltic of Mr. HHPs, having

frequently obferved him, one Sunday defired leave to walk

with him, which he conftantly did from that time. The
account
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account which he (Mr. Vaughan, {till living in LondonJ
gives of Mr. Fletchery is as follows. " It was cur ordina-r

ry cuftom when the church farvice was over, to retire into

the moil lonely fields or meadows ', where we frequently

either kneeled down, or proftrated ourfelves upon the

ground. At thofe happy feafons I was a witnefs of fuch

pleadings and wreftlings with GOD, fuch exercifes of faith

and love, as I have not known in any one ever fince. The
eonfciations which we then received from GOD, induced

us to appoint two or three nights in a week, when we du-

ly met, after his pupils were afleep. We met alfo con^

ftantly on Sunday, between four and five in the morning.

Sometimes I ftepped into his ftudy on other days. I rare-

ly faw any book before him, befides the Bible and the Chri-

Jlian Pattern. And he v/as feldom in any 'other company,

unlefs when neceffary bufinefs required, befides that of the

unworthy writer of this paper.

3. " When he was in the country, he ufed to vifit an

officer of excife, at Atcham, to be inMrucled in finging.

On my defiring him to give me fome account of what he

recollected concerning Mr. Fletcher, he anfwered thus:

« As to that man of GOD, Mr. Fletcher, it is but little

that I remember of him \ it being above nine and twenty

vears fince the laft time I faw him. But this I well re-

member, his converfation with me was always fweet and fa-

voury- He was too wife to fuffer any of his precious mo-

ments to be trifled away. When there was company to

dine at Mr. HiU% he frequently retired into the garden,

and contentedly dined on - a piece of bread, and a few

bunches of currants. Indeed, in his whole manner of

living, he was a pattern of abftemioufnefs. Mean time,

how°great was his fweetnefs of temper and heavenly-mind-

ednefs I I never faw it equalled in any one. How cften,

when I parted with him at Tern-Hall, have his eyes and

hands been lifted up to heaven, to implore a blefling upon

me, with fervour and devoutnefs unequalled by any I ever

faw 1 I firmly believe he has not left in this land, or per-

haps in any other, one luminary like himfelf. I conclude,

wiiiimg this light may be fo held up, that many may fee
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the glory thereof, and be transformed into its likenefs.

May you and I, and all that love the Lord Jefus Chrift, be

partakers of that holinefs, which Was fo confpicuous in

him !"

4. " Our interviews for Gnging and convevfation" (con-

tinues Mr. Vaughan, who was often prefent on thefe ccca-

fions) " were feldom concluded without prayer. In which

we were frequently joined by her that is now my wife

(then a fervant in the family :) as likewife by a poor wi-

dow in the village, who had alfo known the power of

GOD unto falvation, and who died fome years fince,

praifing GOD with her lateft breath. Thefe were the on-

ly perfons in the country, whom he chofe for his familiar

friends. But he fometimes walked over to Shrew/bury, to

fee Mrs* Glynnc, or Mr. Appleton : (who likewife now refts

from his labours, after having many years adorned the go-

fpel.) He alfo vifited any of the poor in the neighbour-

hood, that were upon a fick-bed. And when no other

perfon could be procured, performed even the meaneft of-

fices for them."

5. It was in the year 1757, that he was ordained both

deacon and prieft. He was ordained at Whitehall : and

the fame day, being informed that I had no one to aflift

me at Wejl-Jlrcet chapel, he came away as foon as ever the

ordination was over, and aflifted me in the adminiftraticn

of the Lord's Supper. He was now doubly diligent in

preaching, not only in the chapels at Wefl-Jlreet and Spital-

ficldsy but wherever the Providence of GOD opened a

door to proclaim the everlafting gofpel. This he frequent-

ly did, not only in Rnglifi, but likewife in French, his na-

tive language : of which he was allowed by all competent

judges to be a compleat mailer.

6. " The firft time," fays Mr. Vaughan, " he preached

in the country, was at Atcham church, on June 19, 1757*
His text was, James iv. 4. (a very bold beginning !) Ye

adulterers a?id adnlierefjes, know ye not, that the friendjhip

of this world is enmity aga'uifl GOD? The congregation

flood amazed, and gazed upon him, as if he had been a

nionfter.
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monfter. But to me he appeared as a meflenger fent froth
heaven."

7. It was not foon, that he was invited again to preach
in Atcham church. But he was invited to preach in feveral

other churches in the neighbourhood. He was firft invited

to preach at Wroxeter, and afterwards, at the abbey church
in Shrewjbury. But not being yet perfect in the Englijh

tongue, he wrote down all the fermons he preached in

churches. But I doubt whether he preached above fix

times in the fix months while he flayed in the Country. On
my telling him, I wifhed he had more opportunities of
preaching in this unenlightened part of the land, he an-

fwered, « The will of GOD be done: I am in his hands.
And if he does not call me to fo much public duty, I have
the more time for ftudy, prayer, and praife."

8. In the year 1758, there were many French prifoners

on their parole at Tunbridge. Being defired to preach to

them in their own language, he readily complied. Many
of them appeared to be deeply affected, and earneftly re-

queued that he would preach to them every Lord's-day.

But fome advifed them, firft to prefent a petition to the

bifhop of London for leave. They did fo: and (who would

believe it?) the good bifhop peremptorily rejected their pe-

tition f If I had known this at the time, king George mould

have known it: and I believe he would have given the

bifhop little thanks. An odd incident followed. A few

months after, the bifhop died of a cancer in his mouth.

Perhaps fome may think, this was a juft retribution, for

filencing fuch a prophet, on fuch an occafion! I am not

afhamed to acknowledge, this is my own fentiment: and

I do not think it any breach of charity to fuppofe that art

action fo unworthy a chriftian bifhop, had its punifhment

in this world.

9. When he returned from London in the fame year, he

was more frequently invited to preach, in feveral of the

neighbouring churches. And before his quitting the coun-

try, he gave me a few printed papers, entitled, " A
Chriftmas-box for Journeymen and Apprentices." I men-

tion
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ticn it the rather, becaufe I fuppofe, this was the firft

thing which he ever publifhed.

10. It was in the beginning of June 1759, that he re-

turned the laft time from London to Tem-HalL And be-

ing now lefs frequently called to public duty, he enjoyed

his beloved retirement, giving bimfelf up to ftudy, medita-

tion, and prayer, and Walking clofeiy with GOD. Indeed

his whole life was now a life of prayer : and fo intenfely

was his mind fixed upon GOD, that I have heard him fay,

<f I would not move from my feat, without lifting up my
heart to GOD." Wherever we met, if we were alone^

his firft falute was, " Do I meet you praying ?" And if

we were talking on any point of divinity, when we were

in the depth of our difcourfe, he would often break off

abruptly, and aik, " Where are our hearts now:" If ever

the mifconducr. of an abfent perfon was mentioned, his

ufual reply was, " Let us pray for him."

11. It was, as I remember, about the clofe of this fum-

mer, that he was frequently defired, fometimes to aflift,

at other times to perform the whole fervice for, Mr.
Chambers, then vicar of Madeley. On thefe occafions it

was, that he contracted fuch an affection for the people of

Madeley, as nothing could hinder from inereafing more
and more to the day of his death. While he officiated at

Madeley, as he (till lived at the Hall, ten miles diftant from

it, a groom was ordered to get a horfe ready for him*

every Sunday morning. But fo great was his averfion for

giving trouble to any one, that if the groom did not wake

at the time, he feldom would fuffer him to be called; but

prepared the horfe for himfelf.

12. In the year 1760, the living of Madeley fell va-

cant, and Mr. Fletcher was prefented to it, which he ac-

cepted in preference to another, that was of double the

value. He embraced it as his peculiar charge, the object

of his molt tender affection. And he was now at leifure

to attend it, being fully difcharged from his former em-
ployment. For his pupils were removed to Cambridge.

The elder of them died about the time of his coming of

age. The younger firft reprefented the town of Salop (as

h his
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his father had done) and afterwards the county, till he took

his feat in the houfe of peers, as baron Berwick, of At-

cham-Houfe. This is now the name that is given, to what

was formerly called Tern-Hal/.

CHAP. IV.

From hisfettling at Aladeley, to his leaving Trevecha,

I. TJE fettled at Madeley, according to his defire, in

JlJL the year 1760. And from the beginning, he

was a laborious workman in his Lord's vineyard. At his

firft fettling there, the hearts of feveral were unaccount-

ably fet againft him : infomuch that he was conftrained to

warn fome of thefe, that if they did not repent, GOD
would fpeedily cut them off. And the truth of thofe pre-

dictions was {hewn over and over, by the fignal accom-

plifhment of them. But no oppofition could hinder him

from going on in his Mailer's work, and fuppreffing vice

in every poffible manner. Thofe fmners, who endeavoured

to hide themfelves from him, he purfued to every corner

of his parifh ; by all forts of means, public and private,

early and late, in feafon and out of feafon, intreating and

warning them to flee from the wrath to come. Some made
it an excufe, for not attending the church-fervice on a

Sunday morning, that they could not awake early enough

to get their families ready. He provided for this alfo.

Taking a bell in his hand, he fet out every Sunday at

live in the morning, and went round the moft diltant parts

of the parifh, inviting all the inhabitants to the houfe of

GOD.
2. Yet notwithstanding all the pains he took, he faw,

for fome time, little fruit of his labour : infomuch that he

was more than once in doubt, whether he had not miitaken

his place : whether GOD had indeed called him, to con-

fine himfelf to one town, or to labour more at large in his

vineyard ? He was not free from this doubt, when a mul-

titude of people flocked together at a funeral. He feldom

let
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let thefe awful opportunities flip without giving a folemn

exhortation. At the clofe of the exhortation which was

then given, one man was fo grievoufly offended, that he

could not refrain from breaking out into fcurrilous, yea,

menacing language. But notwithstanding all his ftruggling

againft it, the word faftened upon his heart. At firft in-

deed he roared like a lion; but he foon wept like a child.

Not long after he came to Mr. Fletcher in the moft hum-
ble manner, alking pardon for his outrageous behaviour,

and begging an intereft in his prayers. This was fuch a

refreshment as he flood in need of : and it was but a fhort

time, before this poor broken-hearted finner was filled with

joy unfpeakable. He then fpared no pains in exhorting

his fellow-finners, to flee from the wrath to come.

3. It was not long after, when one Sunday evening, Mr.

Fletcher^ after performing the ufual duty at Madeley, was

about to fet out for Mudeley wood, to preach and cate-

chize as ufual. But juft then notice was brought (which

mould have been given before) that a child was to be bu-

ried. His waiting till the child was brought, prevented his

going to the wood. And herein the providence of GOD
appeared. For at this very time, many of the colliers,

who neither feared GOD, nor regarded men, were baiting

a bull, juft by the preaching-houfe. And having had plen-

ty of drink, they had all agreed, as foon as he came, to

bait the par/on. Part of them were appointed to pull him
off his horfe, and the reft, to fet the dogs upon him. One
of thefe very men afterwards confefled, that he was with

them when this agreement was made: and that afterwards,

while they were in the moft horrid manner, curfing and
fwearing at their difappointment, a large china punch-

bowl which held above a gallon, without any apparent

caufe (for it was not touched by any perfon or thing) fell

all to fhivers. This fo alarmed him, that he forfook all

his companions, and determined to fave his own foul.

4. From the beginning he did not confine his labours to

his own parifh. For many years he regularly preached at

places eight, ten, or fixteen miles off: returning the fame
night, though he feldom got home before one or two in

the
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the morning. At a little fociety which he had gathered

about fix miles from Madeley, he preached two or three

times a week, beginning at live in the morning. As for

vifiting the fick, this was a work for which he was always

ready : if he heard the knocker in the coldeft winter night,

his window was thrown open in a moment. And when
he underilood, either that fome one was hurt in a pit, or

that a neighbour was likely to die; no confideration was

ever had of the darknefs of the night, or the feverity of the

weather; but this anfwer was always given, " I will at-

tend you immediately."

5. But in one refpecl Mr. Fletcher has frequently been

blamed; namely, for deferting a place where GOD had

eminently owned him. I mean Trevecha in Wales. I be-

lieve it is therefore my bounden duty, to clear up the whole

affair. And I cannot do this better than by transcribing

the fubftance of an account which I have received from Mr.

Ben/on , in anfwer to my enquiries.

6. " My acquaintance with him," fays he, " commenced
when I was at Kingswoody I think in the year 1768. As he

now and then made a (hort excurfion from Jlfadeley to Bath

or Br'lftol, in one of thofe excurfions we invited him to give

11s a fermon at Khtgswocd* He was peculiarly affifted while he

was applying thofe encouraging words, Him that cometh un-

to me, I will in no wife cajl out. The people were exceed-

ingly arTecled; indeed quite melted down. The tears

ftreamed fo fa ft from the eyes of the poor colliers, that

their grizzly, black faces were warned by them, and al-

moft univerfally ftreaked with white. And as to himfelf,

his zealous foul had been carried out fo far beyond his

ftrength, that when he concluded, he put off a ftiirt which

was as wet as if it had been dipped in water. But this

was nothing ftrange : whenever he preached, it was gene-

rally the cafe. From this time I conceived a particular

efteem for him, chiefly on account of his piety : and wiuV

ed much for a greater intimacy with him ; a bleffing which

\ foon after obtained.

[Continued at page flp»] 13 V

The
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The Journal FRANCIS ASBURY, Bifiop of the

Methodf-Epifcopal Church.

From March 26, 1772, to April 14, 1773.

^Continued from Vol, L Page 198.]

To the READER.

JTyTE are very ferfible of the probability of its being remarked)

even by many candid and judicious perfons, That an ap-

parent famenefs runs through this Journal. The objeclion,

however, may receive in fome degree a reply, foffibly it may

be removed altogether, by the following confderations

:

I. This Journal contains the fmple exercifes of the authors

mind and life, in the way of a private diary; there having

been no intention for many years, of making it public: his

charge, as well as labours and travels having become, lately,

more exterfve, he looks upon himfetf as more refponfble than

before.

II. It was written in much hafle.

III. To tranfcribe and drefs it up with greater elegance,

would materially alter its original defgn.

IV. A brief hi/lory of Methodifm in America, may be com-

municated through this medium.

V. Thofe for whom it is chiefy intended, are plain andfm-
ple people, who will lookfor nothing elaborate or refined} butfor

genuine experience and naked truth.

AFTER having preached in a large upper room, at

Mr, Thompfon
J

s in Amboy, where many came to hear,

and I was favoured with much power in my own foul; an

innkeeper invited me to his houfe, and was kind enough

to defire that I would call on him when I came again.

Friday 27. I fet off, on a rough-gaited horfe, for Bur-

lington; and after being much fhaken, breakfafted at Spotf-

wood; fed my horfe again at Crofs-wicks, and then thought

to pufh on to Burlington; but the roads being bad, and

myfelf
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myfclf and horfe weary, I lodged with a Quaker, on whom
I called to enquire the way. He not only invited me to

tarry all night, but alfo treated me with great kindnefs.

The next day I rode to town, very weary; and on the

Lord's day preached in the court-houfe, to many hearers.

Monday 30. After riding to New-mills, in company with

fome friends, in a waggon, preached in a Baprifl: meeting-

houfe, and was kindly received.

Tuefday 31. Finding the people were divided among

themfelves, I preached from thefe words, This is his com-

mandment, that weJhould believe on the name of his Son Jefus

Chrijl, and love one another ; and humbly hope, my labour

was not in vain. The fame night we came to Burlington.

April 2. I came to Philadelphia, and finding Brother

Boardman and Brother Webb there, was much comforted.

Brother Bcardman's plan was, that he mould go to Bojlott;

Brother Pilmore to Virginia; Brother Wright to Tori 1 and

that I mould ftay three months in Philadelphia. With this

I was well pleafed; and earneftly defire that my whole foul

could be more devoted to GOD.
Friday 4. "We dined with Mr. Roberdeau, who cannot

keep negioes, for confcience fake : and this was the topic

of our converfation.

Saturday 5. This morning my mind was compofed and

ferene; fixed, I humbly hope, on GOD alone. My de-

fire is, to be more conftantly devoted than ever: yea, to

walk in holinefs before the Lord.

April 7. In the evening, preached to a very large audi-

ence in the church, after preaching in the day, to many

poor mortals in the bettering-houfe.

April 8. Set out for Bohemia, to find Mr. Wright (who

had been at his own difcretion) that he might wait on Mr.

Boardman, in order to go to York for five months. Stop-

ping at Mrs. Withy s in Chcftcr, to feed myfelf and my
horfe, I enquired about preaching in that town, and found

this to be the houfe where Mr. Boardman and Mr. Pilmore

pat up; and that the people were pleafed with Methodifl

preaching. After leaving word that I would call to preach

there, on my return, fet oiT for Wilmington, expecting to

meet
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meet Mr. Wright there; but we accidentally met, juft as

he was turning off to Mr. Tuffefs, for lodging, about four

miles from the town. He feemed glad to fee me, and

willing to be fubjecl: to order.

The next morning, Mr. Wright went on his way to Phi-

ladelphia. Having a defire to go and fee and hear how

things went, I defired him to call and preach at Chejler

and proceeded to the houfe of Mr. Sedkam, a faft friend of

the Methodifts and then rode on to Newcajlh, and ftopt

at the houfe of Brother Furnace, a tavern-keeper, but a

good man. Preached there to a few people, but met with

oppofition, and found the Methodifts had done no great

good. The court-houfe here is fhut againft us but it is

open for dances and balls : and Brother Furnace has loft

his cuftom by receiving us. However, we were comforted

together.

April 10. Set out for Bohemia, where I found that fome

mifchievous oppofers had thrown the people into confu-

lion.

I have had fome ferious thoughts of going to Baltimore ;

but the diftance, which is 90 miles, feems too much at

prefent.

April 11. Found an inattention to ftudy, an unfettled

frame of mind, much infenfibility of foul, and a backward-

nefs to prayer. Lord ! help me with an active warmth to

move ; and with a vigorous foul to rife.

Vifited an old man who was Tick, with whom I had

fome converfation, though not much ; but came away with-

out prayer; and was juftly blamed both by my friends

and myfelf. I would have prayed with him, but two men
came in, whofe countenances I did not like ; and therefore

neglected my duty through the fear of man. I have no-

thing to plead, to palliate my omiflion. It is true, that to

introduce prayer among prayerlefs people, is not an eafy

matter ; yet this is no excufe for me. Lord ! forgive both

my fecret and open fins ; my fins of omiflion and commif-

fion. Help me to have refpecl: to all thy commandments

;

and to be blamelefs before thee in all things.

Lord's
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Lord's day n. Preached to-day at my friend Herfeyhi
as alio the evening before. The houfe was filled both be-

fore and after dinner. The Lord gave me great liberty

and power \ and I humbly believe, that fome of the great

ones trembled under the word ; at leaft one, who was lord

of the manor. Oh, that it may not wear off! I preach-

ed from thefe words, The wicked pall be turned into bett%

and all the nations that forget GOD. After defcribing the

wicked, and mewing wherein they forget GOD; I at-

tempted to prove the torments to be real and eternal, from
the real joys and duration of heaven*

Monday 12. Vifited E. Thompfon, and faw his father,

who is an hundred years old, or more. He had lately loft

his wife, who was younger than he •, and in her he loft his

nurfe and earthly comfort. The old man was in great trou^

ble ; but had fome fenfe of divine things, and joined me
in prayer.

Tuefday 13. Was advifed and invited to preach at Wil-

mington ; which I did, though there were but few to

hear.

Wednefday 14. Rode to Che/Ier, and preached in the

court-houfe. The church-minifter and many Quakers were

prefent ; but the congregation appeared to be the wildeft

I had feen in America* I felt much, myfelf ; and believe,

that many others felt alfo : fo that I humbly hope the la-

bour was not in vain. In the morning I vifited, and fpoke

with great freedom to, four men who were under fen-

fentence of death.

Thurfday 15. I rode, through a heavy rain, to Phila*

delphiai and preached the next morning with fome free-

dom.

Titefday 20. My mind is quiet and ferene. I am now
free from company, which is very pleafing to me, having

found that much company is both difagreeable and dan-

gerous.

Wednefday 21. Met the fociety, and found both life and

liberty among the people. This night, Brother Williams

came in from Virgir.ic. He gives a naming account of

the
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the Work there. Many of the people feem to be ripe for

the gofpel, and ready to receive us. I humbly hope, be-

fore long, about 7 preachers of us will fpread feven or

eight hundred miles, and preach in as many places as- we

are able to attend. Lord ! make us humble, watchful, and

ufeful to the end of our lives.

April 23. Brother Williams fet off for New-York.

April 24. Preached at Philadelphia with freedom and

power.

April 25. Preached to many people with fome fliarp-

nefs. In the evening, I kept the door, met the fociety,

and read Mr. Wejleys epiftle to them.

Tuefday 28. I intended to go out of town; but could

not get a horfe, So flayed for Brother Wright, and heard

that many were offended at my (hutting them out of foci-

ety-meeting, as they had been greatly indulged before.

But this does not trouble me, While I ftay, the rules

muft be attended to ; and I cannot fuffer myfelf to be

guided by half-hearted Methodifts. An elderly gentleman

told me very gravely, that " the opinion of the people

was much changed, within a few days* about Methodifm

:

and that the Quakers and other diflenters had laxed their

difcipline ; that none but the Roman Catholics kept it up
with ftriclnefs." But thefe things do not move me.

Wednefday 29. Set out for Burlington> where I met
with Brother Webb and Brother King. I found the people

there very lively. Two perfons have obtained j unification

under Brother Webb ; and a certain dr. T 1, a man of

high life, was touched under Brother Boardnians preaching

laft night. I admire the kindnefs of my friends to fuch a

poor worm as me. Oh! my GOD! remember them!

remember me !

Thurfday 3d. Humbly hope, the word was bleffc to a

large number of people, who attended while I preached at

the court-houfe.

Set out for Philadelphia but about a mile from the ci-

ty, found that the bridge could not be croiTed on horfe

-

back ; fo I left my horfe, and walked to the ferry. Bro-

Yol. II. M ther
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ther Wright took the horfe and went to Burlington,, cn his

way to York. Was derived to attend the execution of the

prifoners at Chejler. John King went with me. We found

them penitent ; and two of the four obtained peace with

GOD, and feemed very thankful. I preached, with great

freedom, to a great number of people under the gaol wall.

The fheriff was friendly, and very kind. John King preach-

ed at the gallows to a vaft multitude; after which I

prayed with them. The executioner pretended to tie them

all up, but only tied one, and let the reft fall. One of

them was a young man about 15. We faw them all after-

wards, and exhorted them to be careful. We returned to

Philadelphia the fame night, and I gave an exhortation.

Tuefday, May 5. Set out for Burlington again, and

preached with life to a free and loving people. But how
is my foul troubled that I am not more holy ? O my GOD !

my foul groans and longs for this.

May 6. My heart was much humbled ; but the Lord en-

abled me to preach with power in my foul.

Thurfday 7. Vifited foine prifoners ; one of them, who
is to be tried for his life, feemed much aftetled. In the

evening, preached with power and life ; and feel my heart

much united to this people. Next morning, fet off for

Philadelphia; got in, time enough for interceflion ; after

which, vifited a fick friend, who relied her foul on GOD

;

and then preached in the evening.

Sunday 10. Preached in the morning; attended two

places of worfhip in the day
; preached again at night ; and

had a comfortable time in meeting the fociety.

Monday 1 1. Was much ftirred up, and found an increafe

of life in vifiting the fociety; and then preached with com-
fort and power in the evening.

Tuefday 12. Setoff for the Jerfeys. My mind enjoys

fweet peace, and the love of GOD. It is my defire to be
entirely devoted to GOD, who opens the hearts of the

people to receive me, and my heart to deliver his counfel

to them.

[Continued at Page 1 4 1.]



LETTERS. 9>

An Extracl of a Letter from Philip Cox, Elder of the Me-

thodifl-Epifcopal Church in America (then PreacherJ tQ

Bi/hop Coke, dated, SufTex-county, Virginia, July 1 78 7.

Reverend and very dear Sir,

WHERE love. is mutual, a correfpondencc is defira-*

. ble, delightful, and fometimes profitable. I be-

lieve it will contribute to your joy to hear of the bed of

caufes in America. .My fmcere prayer is, that GOD may
grant you a long and profperous life, and crown your head

with his choiceft bleffings both in time and eternity. In

this letter I mall endeavour to give you the trued account

I can,, of the work of GOD in my circuit, fmce the lall

conference. •

About the 20th of May I took my ftation in .Suffex-civ-

cuit, Virginia ; and GOD foon gave me to fee the fruit of

my weak endeavours. A few were convinced of fin, and

one or two converted the firft time I went round my cir-

cuit. The fecond time I heard that twenty fouls were con-

verted in one day, at Maybreys chapel, under Brother

Ecfcr's preaching. A few days after- this, I received a let-

ter from Brother Grigg, my helper, informing me that

eight fouls were converted to GOD in one of his meet-

ings, a few days before he wrote to me. I found a drug-

gie with my wicked heart, for a moment, before I could

confent to rejoice, becaufe it was not done by my inftru-

mentality ; but the Lord foon delivered me from this tempt-

ation. About four days after, I preached at Brother Haw-
kins's, and the power of GOD came down among the peo-

ple, and many fell to the floor, and cried aloud to GOD
for mercy. The next day I preached at Brother Perkins's ;

many were then down, and two found the Lord. The
next day, at Brother Smith's', near twenty were down on

the floor, crying to GOD ; and I believe four or five found

peace. The next day being the Lord's day, I preached at

Brother Bonner's at 10 o'clock; the congregation was large:

I believe upwards of fifty were in loud cries for mercy, and

ten or twelve found the pearl 01 great price. Many of the

old
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profefTors were fo wrought on, that they had no ufe of their

limbs. Brother Davis and his wife were fo affected, that

I was conftrained this afternoon to go to my appointment

in Peter/burg, and leave the friends of that place behind

:

but before the preaching began, Brother Davis with the

others, came home. Under my laft prayer, an orphan

girl, about twelve years old, cried aloud for mercy. As I

was going to meet the clafs, I infilled that fhe fhould be

brought into the clafs-room. Within a quarter of an hour,

the power of GOD ftruck Brother Davis's, little daugh-

ter (fhe is about nine years old) and in lefs than half an

hour, I believe, GOD fet her and the orphan (both) at

liberty. They praifed GOD aloud, and we opened the

door, and all that would, came in j and in a fhort time,

ten or twelve more were down on the floor, crying for

mercy: this alarmed the whole town, and many came to

fee (as they faid) what the devil had to pay. Among the

reft, two young ftorekeepers brought a monkey, and turn-

ed it loofe among us.

Tuefday, the 24th of July, I preached at Brother Gary's,

and fome few fouls, I believe, were converted. Thurfday,

I attended Brunfwick quarterrmeeting at Maybrey's chapel

:

here was a great work indeed ! Brother O'Kdly preached,

Brother Dromgoole, Brown, Eajler, and myfelf exhorted:

hundreds were in loud cries for mercy. The fecond day

was much greater: it. is thought, above a hundred whites

found peace with GOD, befides as many negroes on that

day.

Saturday the quarter-meeting for &/^tf-circuit began at

Brother Jones's chapel ; but before the preachers got there,

the" work broke out ; fo that when we came to the chapel,

above fixty were down on the floor, groaning in loud cries

to GOD for mercy. Brother 0'Kelly tried to preach,

but could not be heard for the cries of the difirefTed. It is

thought our audience confifted of no lefs than five thou-

fand the firfl day ; and the fecond day, of twice that num-

ber. We preached to them in* the open air, and • in the

chapel, and in the barn by Brother Jones's houfe, at the

fame time. Such. a fight my eyes never faw before, and

nev er



LETTERS* n
never read of, either in Mr. Wejlefs journals, or any other

writings concerning, the Lord's pouring out the Spirit, ex~

cept the account in fcripture of the day of Pentecoft*

Never, I believe, was the like feen fince the apoftolic age

:

hundreds were at once down on the ground in bitter cries

to GOD for mercy. Here were many of the firft quality

in the country, wallowing, in the duft with their lilks and

broadcloths, powdered heads, rings, and ruffles, and fome

of them fo convulfed tha.t they could neither fpeak nor

ftir : many Mood by, perfecuting, till the power of the

Lord laid hold of them, and then they fell themfelves, and

cried as loud as thofe they juft' before perfecuted. We
are not able to give a juft account how many were convert-

ed, ana as we had rather be under than over the juft num-
ber, we believe that near two hundred whites and more

than half as many blacks, profefled to find him of whom
Mofes and the prophets did write. .

Monday morning, Brother O'Kelly and myfelf rode to

Brother Travefsh, hoping to get fome fleep, as our four

firft days' meetings held till near midnight, each time

:

but when we got to bed, we could reft but little for the

cries of the diftrefled, fome in the houfes where we lay,

and fome in the plantations, and in the woods. On
Tuefday, Brother 0'Kelly preached at Brother Frederic'

Botuier's; and above fifty fouls profefTed, that they then en-

tered into the liberty of the children of GOD. Three

daughters of one Jejfe Lee, a Baptift preacher (uncle to

Jejfe Lee, our preacher) were down on the floor, crying

to GOD to deliver them. Their brother came, in, and

got one of the daughters up to carry her out, fwearing

that flie fhould not expofe herfelf thei J : but before he got

her out of the houfe, the Lord expofed him, ftriking him

to the floor, and conftraining him to cry, « Save, or I

fink into hell." He went the next day with us, to preach-

ing, to a place called the College : and this day we few

eight perfons delivered from the guilt of fin. Thurfday,

we preached at Latie's chapel : nothing remarkable hap-

pened here, only a woman was awakened-, who found

peace the next day. Friday, ' at Brother Thomas Lane's :

r •
' • four
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four or five were converted here. The next afternoon*

Brother QKelly and I parted : he went to Brother Moor-

vrgSy in Swrry-county, and on the Saturday and Sunday
preached there,, and above fixty fouls were converted at

thole two meetings. Saturday, I expected, having hurt one
of my legs* to- have retted ; but was folicited by Brother

Richard Pond, to preach a funeral fermon over the grave

©f a child about eight days old : I rode there, but a fever

fell' into my leg,, fo that I could not ftand ; but I fat

down, and enforced an exhortation on thofe words, Except

ye he converted) and become as little children, ye cannot enter

into the kingdom of heaven. . I had a hundred hearers, fifty

©£ whom were old profefTors , and out of the other fifty,

the Lord fpoke peace to thirty, before we broke up the

meeting.. . TThe next day I rode to Lane's chapel, where

Brother 0?Kelly and I were the Thurfday before-mentioned,

Now the Lord was here of a truth. Some of the young

children born . at the funeral yefterday, and a. few in diftrefs,

thai did not obtain deliverance then,, had got here before

me,, and kindled fuch a- flame,, that I could not be heard

in the houfe \ fo I fat in a chair on a table in the wood,

and exhorted from thofe words,. The Son of man is comt ta

Jeek and to -fdvs that which is lojl. Above fixty fouls were

fet at liberty this day in this place \ bleffed be GOD !

From this time, whilft I was going twice round my cir-

cuit,, I think I did not preach three days following with-

cut having fouls in a fmaller or greater number converted,.

The flame, is {till among us, though not fo rapid as it was

fix months paft : yet the members of the fociety are as

much alive as ever •, but the power of GO£) does not ftrike

the wicked fo frequently as it did , though, blefled be

GOD,, we have many awakenings, bur the convinced do

not get delivered fo foon as they did at the beginning of

the revival.. I believe fince the conference I have added to

the fociety about feven hundred whites, and between three

and. four hundred blacks. About fourteen hundred (whites

arid blacks) w:ere converted; but a great many of the poor

feiaeks are not. allowed to join us by their lordly mailers.

Tet3, I blefs. GOD* the new-horn we have in fociety, feanj

to
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to (land ftedfaft. I think I have not yet loft above ten or

twelve whites, out of all that I have joined.

I underftand from Brother Eafer, that they "have added

more in the BrunJwzV£-circuit than we have in Suffex : and.

this blefled flame feems to run through Virginia, North

and South • Carolina, and Georgia : and I do not doubt but

it will fpread through the continent.

Indeed I cannot help believing but this glorious work,

wrhich the Lord is carrying on in Virginia, will fpread to

the utmoft bounds of the' earth ; and, I truft, the happy

period will foon commence, when all the kingdoms of the

earth will become the kingdoms of our Lord, and his

Chrift*

I am, &c.

PHILIP COX.

A LETTER
From Mr* Jofeph Alleine to his Wife, cbiumnng his Ac<*

tepiance , of Taunton*

My dear heart,

BY this time I hope thou haft received mlne^ touching

Taunton. I find my heart much inclining that way.

I will tell thee the principles upon which I go.

Firft, I lay this for a foundation, That a man's life con-

fifts not in the abundance of the things that he poflefTeth.

It was accounted a wife prayer that Agur put up to be fed

with food convenient for him. And certain it is, 'that where

men have lcaft of the world, they efteem it leaft, and live

more by faith in GOD, cafting their care and burden up-

on him. O. the fweet breathing of David's foul! The
ftrong actings of his faith, when his condition was low and
mean! How fully did he rely upon GOD. And cer-

tainly could we that are unexperienced, but feel the thorns

Of thofe cares and troubles, that there are in gathering and
keeping much, and the danger when riches increafe, of fet-

ting our hearts upon them, we fhould prize the happinefs

of
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of a middle condition. Doubtlefs, godlinefs with content-
ment is great gain. Seekeft thou great thingsfor ihyfelf? (faid

the prophet to BaruchJfcek them not. Certainly a good con-
fcience is a continual feaft, and enough for a happy life.

.Secondly, I take this for an undoubted truth, that a
draehm of grace is better than a talent of wealth; and
therefore fuch a place where we had little to do with the
world to take 01T our thoughts from the things of eternity,

and had the advantage of abundance of means, and tfrd

daily opportunities of warming our hearts with the blefled

fociety of chriflians, is (if we pafs a true fpiritual judgment)
without comparifon before another place, void of thofe fpi-

ritual advantages. Let us think, what though our purfes

may thrive better in a place of large' maintenance"; yet

where are our fouls like to thrive any way anfvverable to

what they are in this? We (hall have but little in the

xvorld, but what is this, if it be made up to us, in commu-
nion, with GOD and his people"? If we thrive in faith and

love, humility and heavenly-mindednefs, what matter is it,

though we do not raife ourfelves in the world ? Oh ! Who
would leave fo much grace, and fo much comfort in com-
munion with Chrift and his faints, for the probabilities.of

living a little more handfomely ? It is a ftrange thing to

fee how chriftians generally judged What is it worth a

year? Is the maintenance certain? What charges, are there

like to be? Thefe are the queflions we commonly afk firft,

when we fpeak of fettling. But alas, though thofe things

are to be confidered too, yet, what good am I like to do?

What good am I like to get? Thefe mould be- the chief

things we mould judge by, What if we have but a lit-

tle in the world? Why then we muft keep but a fhort

table, and give the meaner entertainment to our friends.

O but will not this be abundantly made up, if we have

more outward and inward peace? Let others hug them-

Selves in their corn, and wine, and oil, in their fat liv-

ings, and their large tables, if we have more of the light

of GOD's countenance, who would change with them?

Thirdly, That the furell way to have any outward mer-

cy, is to be content to wan£ it. When men's defires are

over-
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fever-eager after the world, they muft have thus much a

year, and a houfe well furnifhed, and wife, and children^

thus and thus qualified, GOD doth, ufually, hreak their

wills by denying them, as one would crofs a froward child

of his ftubborn humour: or elfe puts a fting into them,

that a man had been as well without them. The bed way
to get riches, is out of doubt to fet them lowed in one's

defires.* Solomon found it fo: he did not afk riches but wif-

dom, but GOD was fo pleafed, that he threw in them in-

to the bargain. Nothing fets GOD's mercies farther off

than the want of free fubmiflion to want them. Certainly,

GOD will never be behind hand with us* Let our care

be to build his houfe, and let him alone to build ours.

Fourthly, That none ever was, or ever fhail be, a lofer

by Jefus Chnft. Many have loft much for him, but ne-

ver did, never (hall any lofe by him. Take this for a cer-

tainty, whatfoever outward comforts we leave, or outward

advantages, that we may glorify him in our fervices, and

enjoy him in all his ordinances more than otherwise

could, we fhall receive an hundred fold in this life. It is

a fad thing to fee how little Chrift is trufted ; men will

truft him no farther than they can fee him. Alas, hath

he not a thoufand ways, both outward and inward, to

make up a little outward advantage to us? Have any ven-

tured themfelves upon him in his way, but he made good

every promife to them? Let us therefore exercife our faith,

and (lay ourfelves on the promife, and fee if ever we are

afliamed of our hope.

Fifthly, That what is wanting in the means, GOD will

make up in the blefiing. This I take for a certain truth,

while a man commits himfelf and his affairs to GOD, and

is in any way that GOD put him into : and if a man have

but a little income, if he have a great blefling, that will

make it up. Alas, we muft not account of mercies by the

bulk. What if another have a pound to my ounce, if

mine be gold for his filver, I will never change with him.

As it is not bread that keeps men alive, but the word of

blefling that proceedeth out of the mouth of GOD; fo it is

not the largenefs of the means, but the blefling of the Lord

N that
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that maketh rich. Oh ! if men did but believe this, they

would not grafp fo much of the world as they do. Well,

let others take their courfe, and we will take ours, to wait

upon GOD by faith and prayer; let others toil to enlarge

their income, we will pray GOD to enlarge our blefling,

and I doubt not but we {hall prove the gainers.

Sixthly, That every condition hath its fnares and trou-

bles, and therefore we may not expect to be without them

wherever we be *, only that condition is mod eligible, that

hath feweft and lead. I cannot object any thing againft

the propofal of Taunton, but the meannefs of the mainte-

nance. And let us eonfuler how inconfiderable this incon-

venience is,- in comparifon of thofe we mult reckon upon

meeting with, if God caft us into another place. Upon
thefe confiderations, I find my heart much inclined to ac-

cept of their offer at Taunton. I befeech thee to weigh

the matter, and tell me thy thoughts, and which way thy

fpirit inclines, for I have always refolved the place I fettled

in mould be to thy content. I have been fo large in deli-

vering my judgment, that I muft thruft up my affections

into a corner. Well, though they have but a corner in

my letter, I am fure they have room enough in my heart

:

but I muft conclude ; the Lord keep thee, my dear, and

cherim thee for ever in his bofom. Farewel, mine own
foul.

/ am> as ever, thine own Hearty

JOS. ALLEINE.

Oxon, May 27, 1659.

An Uncommon Murder.

A SHIP, named the Earl of Sandwich, failed from

Jt~lL London in Auvujl* 1765, for Santa Cruz; where

difcharging their cargo, they failed to Oratavo and took

in a cargo of wine, a large quantity of Spanifh dollars,

fome
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Tome ingots of gold, fome jewels and gold-duft. With
this cargo they failed for London, and had then on board

John Cockeran, mailer ; Charles Pinchent, mate ; James
Pinchent, mariner; Benjamin Gallifpy, cabin-boy; captain

Glafs, his wife and daughter, with a boy belonging to them,

were pafTengers ; and moreover, Peter M'Kinlie, boat-

fwain
;
George Gidley, cook ; Richard St, Quintal, and

Andrew Zekerman, mariners.

The four lafl entered into a combination to murder eve-

ry bodv on board, and pofTefs themfelves of the treafure.

Accordingly, on the 30th of November, thefe four villains

being ftationed on the night-watch, the mailer coming on

the quarter-deck to fee every thing fafe, was feized by

M'Kinlie, and by GidJey knocked on the head with an iron

bar, and thrown overboard. The captain's groans being

heard by the two Pinchcnts and captain Glafs, they came
upon deck and were immediately attacked ; the Pinchcnts

were knocked down and thrown overboard, and captain

Glafs was killed with his own fword. The noiie brought

Mrs. Glafs and her child upon deck, when beholding the

fcene, {he implored their mercy; but Zekerman and M K Kin-

lie toned them both into the fea, as they were locked in

each other's arms.

Having thus difpatched all but the two boys, they alter-

ed their courfe, being then in the Englifh Channel, and
ileered for the coaft of Ireland; and on the 3d of Decem-

ber were about ten leagues from Waterford. Here they de-

termined to hoift out a boat, and loading her with the trea-

fure, to fink the (hip together with the boys. This fcheme

they put into execution ; one of the boys fwam after the

boat, came up with her, and laying his hand upon the gun-

wale, received a blow on the head from one of the ruffi-

ans, which obliged him to quit his hold, and he was drown-
ed. Soon after the velTel, having her ballad-port opened,

filled with water and overfet, and they faw the other boy
washed overboard.

They now thought themfelves fecure, as the dead could

tell no tales ; and none could fearch the bottom of the fea

for evidence. On landing, they buried the bulk of their

wealth
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wealth in the fand, amounting to two hundred and fifty-

bags of dollars. The remainder with the jewels and in*

gets of gold, they referved for prefent ufe. But their pro-

digality made them remarkable wherever they went; and the

{hip which they had configned to the bottom of the fea, float-

ed on fhore near Waterford. This occafioned much fpecu-?

lation, and fufpicion pointed at the rogues who were living

with great jollity at Dublin, Accordingly two gentlemen

went from Rofs (where the fhip floated on fhore) to Dub-
lin ; told their fufpicions to the magiftrates, and on the

9th of December, ^uinten and Zeherman were apprehend-

ed ; and being examined apart, each of them confefled the

murders. They confefled alfo, that fince their arrival in

Dublin, Gidley and M<K??rley had fold dollars to a gold-

fmith to the amount of three hundred pounds. By means

of this goldfmith, M(Kinlie was apprehended, and intelli-

gence was got that Gidley had fet out in a poft-chaife on,

his way to Cork, in order to take fhip for England- Two
perfons were difpatched, from Dublin to Rofs, to direct ^
fearch to be made for the buried treafure : and thefe, on
their return to Dublin, fell in with, and apprehended,

Gidley. Thus were the workers of thefe atrocious deeds

all brought to juftice, although they had taken every pre-

caution to fink and deilroy whatever could difclofe their5

guilt.

Poetry*
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Poetry.

O N W I N T E R.

Wrote fome Time in Winter,

THE fun far fouthward bends his annual way,

The bleak north-eaft wind lays the forefts bare,

The fruit ungather'd quits the naked fpray,

And dreary winter reigns o'er earth and air.

No mark of vegetable life is feen,

No bird to bird repeats his tuneful call

;

Save the dark leaves of fome rude ever-green,

Save the lone red-bread on the mofs-grown wall.

Where are the fprightly fcenes by fpring fupply'd,

The may-flow'r'd hedges fcenting every breeze;

The white flocks featuring o'er the mountain-fide,

The woodlark warbling on the blooming trees?

Where is gay fummer's fportive infect-train,

That in green fields on painted pinions play'd?

The herd at morn wide-pafturing o'er the plain,

Or throng'd at noon-tide in the willow-ihade ?

Where is brown autumn's evening, mild and ftill,

What time the ripen'd corn frefh fragrance yields;

What time the village peoples all the hill,

And loud fhouts echo o'er the harveft-fields?

To former fcenes our fancy thus returns,

To former fcenes, that little pleas'd when here!

Our winter chills us, and our fummer burns,

Yetave diflike the changes of the year.

Who
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Who dreams of nature free from nature's ftrife?

Who dreams of conftant happinefs below ?

The hope-fiuhYd ent'rer on the ftage of life

;

The youth to knowledge unchaftis'd by woe.

For me, long toil
r

d on many a weary road,
Led by falfe hope in fearch of many a joy;

I find on earth's bleak clime no bleft abode,

No place, no feafon, facred from annoy.

For me, while winter rages round the plains,

With his dark days, Til human life compare

:

Not thofe more fraught with clouds and winds and ruins*

Than this with pining pain and anxious care.

O whence this wond'rous turn of mind, our fate

!

Whate'er the feafon or the place poffeft,

We ever murmur at our prefent ftate;

And yet the thought of parting breaks our refL

Why elfe when heard. in ev'ning's folemti gloom,

Does the fad knell, that founding o'er the plain

Tolls fome poor lifelefs body to the tomb,

Thus thrill my breaft with melancholy pain?

The voice of reafon echoes in my ear,

Thus thou ere long mufl join thy kindred clay:

No more this breaft the vital fpirit {hare,

No more thefe eye-lids open on the day.

O winter, round me fpread thy joylefs reign,

Thy threat'ning fkies in dufky horrors dreil \

Of thy dread rage no longer I'll complain,

Nor afk an EDEN for a tranfient gueft.

Enough has heav'n indulg'd of joy below,

To tempt our tarriance in this lov'd retreat

5

Enough has heav'n ordain'd of ufeful woe,

To make us languifli for a happier feat.

There



There Is, who deems all climes, all feafons fair;

There is» who knows no reftlefs paflion's ftrife;

Contentment, fmiling at each idle care;

Contentment, thankful for the gift of life.

She finds in winter many a fcene to pleafe,

The morning landfcape fring'd with froft-work gay>

The fun at noon feen through the leaflefs trees,

The clear, calm ether at the clofe of day.

She bids for all, our grateful praife arife

To him whofe mandate fpake the world to form;

Gave fpring's gay bloom, and fummer's cheerful fkies,

And autumn's corn-clad field, and winter's founding

ftorm.

A LETTER TO A CLERGYMAN.

MAY thefe few lines with ardour wing their wajTj

And all the free, ingenuous friend difplay,

To a congenial foul fome hints impart,

Caft off referve, and pour forth all my heart.

Go, bid my friend an equal mind prepare,

To meet a fate propitious or fevere.

If to his view gay, flatt'ring profpe&s rife,

Bid him not truft to changeful fummer-lkies

:

And if the world with hideous afpect frown,

And the fair crop of worldly hope is gone,

Bid him be ftrong, and all the Chriilian mow

;

Nor fly the crofs, but clafp the friendly foe.

Still independent, does my friend difdain

To bend the knee to Mammon's crowded fane,

To itatefmen cringe, and for preferment boWy
With abject meannefs, infamoully low 1

Sure
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Sure he difdains to live upon their {mile,

And oil his honeft tongue with panegyric guile.

Go, afk what heavenly labours fill his day

;

Too wife to dream his ufeful life away,j

Confcious how faft time's headlong torrent runs,

Does he improve his few remaining funs ?

To waiting fouls proclaim the joyful news,

And all around the precious balm diffufe

:

The joyful news of death and hell fubdu'd,

And glory purchas'd by a Saviour's blood ?

Art thou intent to make poor mortals rife

From this low fcene to fcale the ftarry Ikies ?

Art thou all life, and fill'd with burning zeal,

To fave the finking foul from the dire pangs of hell f

To you th' important office is afiign'd,

To pour inftrucliion on the fightlefs mind

;

Let all thy ftrength, let every nerve be ply'd,

To fave the fouls for which the Saviour dy'd.

Let downy doctors, venerably dull,

Their fleepy flock with foothing opiates lull *,

On Chrift-debafing themes perverfely dwell,

And fear, to " ears polite> to mention hell."

To gain the world, let them their heav'n refigfi,

And fatten in the court's propitious fhine

;

This be thy one concern, high Heav'n to pleafe,

Carelefs of man's vain cenfure or his praife.*

* The above lines were written to bifhop Coke by a minifter

in the weft of England, about fourteen years ago.

THE
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€OD's Love to Mankind. Manifefled by difproving

his Abfolute Decree for their Damnation,

[Continued from page 56.]

TOUCHING the facraments, this is alfo the ufe and end

for which they were ordained; as we may fee, Luke vii.

30. But the pharifees and lawyers rejected the counfel ofGOD
againjl themflvts, being not baptized of John. In which

words is evidently included, that it was GOD's purpofe

in Johns baptifm to bring them to Chrift, and in him to

heaven. So much alfo is faid of his baptifm, Mark i. 4.

John did baptize in the wildernefs, and preach the baptifm

ofrepentancefor the remijjion offins. It this were the end

of Johns, much more was it the end of Chrift's baptifm

;

it being more excellent than Johns was, not in fubftance,

but in the fulnefs of grace adminiftered by it. All that

have been baptized into Chrifl, faith the apoftle, have been bap-

tized into his death, Rom. vi. 3. All ye that have been bap-

tized into Chrift, have put on Chrfl, Gal. iii. 27. The ve-

ry phrafes there ufed, lhew that baptifm is, in its original

intention, an inftrument of uniting men to Chrift, and

giving them communion with him in the benefits ot

his death. Except a man be born of water and of the

Spirit, faith our Saviour, he cannot enter into the kingdom of
heaven, John iii. 3. 5,

Vol. II. O I will
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I will (hut up this with Acls m 38. Repent and be bap'*

tized every one ofyou, for the remifjion offins; plainly im-

plying, that therefore is baptifm ordained to be received,

that thofe who receive it, might have their fins remitted.

This is alfo GOD's intent in the Lard's flipper. This

is my body, faith Chrift,' and this is my blood, Matt. xxvi.

26. 28. In thofe words teaching us, that in that facra-

ment there is an exhibition of Chrift and his benefits in-

tended on GOD's part, and received of thofe by whom
no obftacle is interpofed ; and therefore doth the apoftle*

call it in exprefs words, 1 Cor. x. 16. The communion* of

the body and blood of Chrif.

For this end alfo is the patience of GOD exercifed

among men, as we may fee, Rom. ii. 4. Dfpijejl thou

the riches of his good'kefs and forbearance, not knowing thai

the mercy of GOD leadeth thee to repentance ? But thou, af
ter thy hardntfs and impenitent heart, heapejl tip zvrath to

thyfe!f.§ In thefe words may be note-!, 1/ GOD's intent

in forbearing fins, which is, the leading of men to repent-

anc. aii'd fo on to falvation : for repentance is by him or-

dained to fal nation, as a means to the emh 2. The per-

fons to WnOTi GOD intendeth this good by his forbearance:

and they are fuch as defpife the riches of his goodnefs, and

have hard and impenitent hearts. 3. The event of this their

contempt of GOD's patience, and that is, a treafuring up

cf wrath unto themfelves againfl the day of wrath. Out of

all wlich, laid together, arifeth thus much ; that GOD, by

fprarifag wicked men, who have impenitent hearts, intend-

eth their everlalling good, though they, by the abufe of

his patience, and by their refufel to repent, treafure up unto

the : lives wrath and mifery everlafting.

The like to this is delivered in 2 Pet. in. g. The Lord

is hot flack, as fome men countfacknejs, but patient towards

us; that is, us men. And why patient towards us? Be-

cadfe h would have none to perifi. The end, therefore,

of GOD's patience is man's falvation and repentance.

In the lift place, thofe oilier gifts of GOD, by which

men's underftandings are enlightened and their fouls beau-

tified
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lifted (namely, knowledge, fortitude, liberality, temperance,

humility, chaftity, and fuch like) are bellowed upon all that

have them, among whom are many that prove reprobates

in the end, that by the exercife of them, and continuance

in them, they might come to eternal lite.

That reprobates are adorned with many of thefe graces,

appears by fundry fcriptures, efpecially Heb. vi. 4, 5, 6.

where the apoftle faith, that it is impoffible for thofe who

were once enlightened, and have tajled of the heavenly gft,

and were made partakers of the Holy Ghofl, and have tajled

the good word of GOD, and the powers of the world to

come, if theyfhallfall away, to renew them again unto rcptnt-

ance. The graces which the apoftle here fpedketh of, are

not ordinary, bi;t fpecial and excellent graces; illumination,

faith, a relifh gf GOD's word, and a taJle of heaven;

and the perfons fpoken of, are spoliates, fuch as are un-

der a pombility of falling away for ever (tor upon a dan-

ger not poffible cannot be built a folid exhortanor.) and

confequently reprobates: and the thing intimated is, that

upon apoftates and reprohares are thefe excellent gifts ma-

ny times bellowed. The like fpeech we have, Heb. x. 26.

For if we fin wilfully aft r that we have receiv^d the hiowUage

of the truth, th.re remaincth no morefacrifce for fin. From
whence we may collect, that men who fin willingly and

imparqonably, may have received the knowledge of the

iruth; yea, and be fanciifled by the blood cf the teflament

and bv the Spirit cf grace, ver. 29.

The unclean fpirit may go out of c man, Matt. xii. 43.

They may receive the word with joy, Matt. xiii. 20. And
many more excellent graces they may have befides. Now
all thefe virtues and graces are not given them that they

might abufe them, and fo purchafe to themfelves the great-

er damnation; or that they might do good to others with

them, but none to themfelves: but rather, that, as by the

former gifts of nature, fo by thefe of grace they may ob-

tain falvation. For if GOD aim at this in thofe gifts

that are farther off, much more in thefe, which make thofe

that have them, not farfrom the kingdom of heaven. My
proof
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proof for this, I borrow of our divines at the fynod, who
in their fuffrage have thefe two pofitions :

There are certain internal works preparing a

N man for justification, which, by the power .of the word
H and Spirit, are wrought in the hearts of men not yet

" juftified; fuch as are the knowledge of GOD's wi41, a
*' fenfe of fin, and fear of punifhment." This is their firft.

2. Their fecond pofition is this: " Thofe whom GOD
" by his word and Spirit affecleth after this manner, thofe

'* he truly and ferioully calleth and inviteth to converfion."

Out of thefe two thefes thus much arifeth, that GOD
worketh the knowledge of his will, the fenfe of fin, fear

of hell, hope of pardon, and confequently, many other ex-

cellent graces, in the hearts of men, that by thefe they may
he converted, and fo eternally faved.

We fee, by thefe things, what end GOD aimeth at in

his gifts to men.

But there are fome fcriptures that feem to fay the con-

trary, namely, Rom. i. 20. where GOD is faid to reveal

liimfelf to the Gentiles by the creatures, that they might he

zuithout excufe. And Luke ii. 34. Simeon faith of Chrift,

that he is appointedfor thefalling and rifing again of many

in Ifrael. And %>Cor. i. 23. We preach Chrifl, faith St.

Paul, to the Jews afumbling-block. 2 Cor. ii. 16. We are

the favour of death unto death. By thefe places it feemeth

that GOD giveth thefe things to fome, to make them 11 lim-

bic, and that they might be left without excufe. What
fhall we fay, therefore, to thefe places?

Of all of them in general I may fay, that they are to be un-

derftood of the end, which is many times effected by thefe

gifts of GOD, and not of the end which is primarily intend-

ed in then/ ; and they fhew what Chrifl, the word preach-

ed, and the gifts of nature and grace, are occajionally to

fome men, through their voluntary rebellion againft GOD,
and not what they are intentionally in GOD's firft thoughts

and refokuions : he intendeth them for their good, though

inanv times thev receive them to their hurt. It Ls with

GOD's gifts, and that very often (00. as it is fometimes

with
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xvith phyfic : it is given by the phyfician for the patient's

good ; but many times, through the diftemper of his body,

it doth him hurt. And as it is with the fun, GOD intend-

eth by the mining of it, the enlightening and cheering of

men and other creatures, yet fome men are hurt by the light

©f i#, others are fcorched by the heat of it ; accidentally,

by reafon of the climates wherein they live, or the ill-affecl>

ednefs of their eyes and bodies : So the bleflings of GOD,
which out of his abundant goodnefs are beftowed on men for

their eternal good, through their ill temper of heart, effe£l

their hurt, partly becaufe of their wickednefs, and partly

becaufe of the julHce of GOD ; who, as he hath an antece-

dent and gracious will to do men good ; fo he hath a con*

fequent and judiciary will, of giving up obftinate men, to

their own hearts' lufts, and of permitting them to dafh againft

Chrift, and other means of life, and fo to fall into endlefs

mifery ; which made Pro/per fay, " They that have defpi-

" fed GOD's inviting will, fhall feel his revenging will."

Now if this be the meaning of thefe fcriptures, then do

they not thwart that which hath been faid of GOD's graci-

ous intent of promoting the eternal good ot men by his blef-

fings beftowed upon them : for no finfu.l event is properly

under GOD's decree, but under his preference only, or at

moft under a permiMive decree : and many things happen in

the world which are befide the antecedent and principal pur-

pofe of GOD ; not becaufe there is any want of power in

GOD, but becaufe his will is often conditional, and there-

fore not efTe&ed, becaufe the condition is not performed.

But by the opinion of abfolute reprobation, the gifts both

of nature and grace have another end : either GOD doth

not mean them to thofe that perifh, although they enjoy

them, becaufe they are mingled in the world with the elect,

to whom only they are directed ; or if he do, he meanetV
they fhall have them, and be lifted up by them above the.

common rank of men, that their fall may be the greater..

And fo much is faid by the chief defenders of it. " GOD
" fendeth his word to reprobates," faith Calvin^ " that they

" might be made more deaf ; he fetteth up a light before
4* them.
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" them, to make them the blinder ; he giveth them a remc
" dy, that they might not be healed." And, faith Beza

%

" It mould not feem abfurd unto us, that GOD mould offer

" his grace in the word and facraments, not that they might
" be faved by it, but that they might be obnoxious to the

" forer punifhment." So Maccovius, " Chrifi knocketh at

" the hearts of reprobates, who he knoweth neither can or

" will open unto him ; noc that he may enter in, but partly

" that he may upbraid them for their impotency, and partly

" that he may increafe their damnation."

More particularly by this doclrine,

I. Chrift came not into the world to procure the falvati-

on of them that perifh, becaufe they were inevitably ordain-

ed to perifli.

II. The word of grace is not fent to them : or if it be, it

is fent that they might flight it or contemn it, and fo increafe

their damnation by contemning it ; which being fo, thefe

inconveniencies will arife :

1. That GOD is a mere deluder of miferable men, whom
he calleth to falvation in the name of his Son by the preach-

ing of the word : for what elfe can he be, that pretendeth

their good, whom he fully intendeth to ruin ?

2. That minifters are but falfe witnefTes, becaufe in their

miniftry they offer falvation conditionally to many, whofe

damnation is determined abfolutely.

3. The miniftry of the word cannot leave men without ex-

cufe : for reprobates may have thisjuft plea; "Lord, doelt

" thou punifh us for not believing in thy Son, when thou

" didft call us to believe by the preaching of thy word ?

" Why ? Thou didft decree to leave us in Adam's fin ; to

" give' us neither power to believe, nor a Chrift to believe

•* in. How canft thou juftly charge us with fin, or in-

" creafe our punifhment for not believing in him, whom
" thou didft refolve, before the world was, that we mould
" never believe in ?"

III. The facraments alfo, by this opinion, fignify no-

thing, feal nothing, confer nothing to fuch as are not faved;

but
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but are mere blanks to them, not through the fault of the

men, but by the primary and abfolute vviil of GOD.
Laftly, GOD's other gifts which he beftoweth upon

men, of what nature foever they be, are, to the moll that

receive them, in GOD's abfolute intention,

t. Unprofitable, fuch as (hall never do them good in re-

ference to their eternal condition.

2. Hurtful ; given them not out of love, but extreme

hatred ; not that they might ufe them well, and be bleffed

in fo doing, but that they might ufe them ill, and by ill

ufing of them procure to themfelves the greater damnation.

GOD lifteth them up, as the devil did Chrift, to the pin-

nacle of the temple, that fo they might fall ; and load-

eth them with knowledge and other goodly endowments,

that with the weight of them he might fink them down fco

hell.

And fo, by good confequence, GOD's choice!! gifts are

intended and ufed as fnares to entrap men's fouls. Men
that have them, have little caufe to be thankful for them ot-

to love the giver of them, but to hate him rather ; becaufe they

are but giftlefs gifts, of the fame nature with a griping ufurer's

bounty, ^f/'j courtefy, Saul's marrying of Mtchal to David,

or a bait for a poor filh, which fhe fwallowed with a hook to

boot.

My fourth general reafon again!! abfolute reprobation is,

it is a hindrance to piety : it is a do&rine that ferveth great-

ly to difcourage holinefs, and encourage profanenefs. It

maketh minifters, by its natural import, negligent in their

preaching, praying, and other fervices, which are ordained

of GOD for the eternal good of his people. It maketh peo-

ple carelefs in hearing, reading, praying, inftru&ing their

families, examining their confciencies, falling and mourning

for their fins, and all other godly exercifes. In a word, it

cutteth afunder the very fiheWs of religion, and pulleth away
the ftrongeft inducements to a holy life, Therefore, it is

no true and wholefome doctrine,

That
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3*hat it doth fo, will appear by thefe reafons that fallow,

I. It taketh away hope and fear
;
hope of attaining any

good by godlinefs ; fear of fuftaining any hurt by wicked-

nefs : and fo it taketh away two principal props of religion*

The reafon may be refolved into thefe two branches

:

i. Hope and fear uphold godlinefs. Were it not for

thefe, it would come to ruin : by thefe are men flrongly led

on to virtue, and with-held from vice. Hope doth ftir men
up to begin, and ftrengthen them in the doing of any good

aclion begun. By this hope of heaven did our Saviour ftir

up himfelf (as he was man) to endure the. crofs, and dfpife

the Jliame, Heb. xii. 2. By this he heartened his difciples

to do and to fuffer for his fake, Matt. v. 11,12, and x. 32.

By this have all the godly, in all ages, encouraged them-

felves in well-doing, as we may fee in general, Phil. iii.

20, 21. Col. i. 5. Tit. ii. 12, 13. And in particular, Abra-^

ham left his country and kindred at GOD's call, becaufe he

lookedfor a city, whofe builder and maker was GOD, Heb.

xi. 8, 9, 10. Mofes left all the pleafures and treafures of

Egypt, and endured affliclions with the people of GOD, becaufe

he faw him that was invifble, and had refpecl to the recom-

pencc of reward, ver. 25, 26, 27. The martyrs endured

racks, gibbets, lions, fword, fire, with a world of other

torments, becaufe they lookedfor a better refurreclion, ver. 3^.

Patil endeavoured always to keep a clear confaehce, thiough

the hope which he had of a blefled refurre&ion, A61s xxiv.

15, 16. All the noble and heroic a6ta of a6tive and paflive

obedience, have fprung from the hope of eternal glory.

Soldiers, merchants, hufbandmen, all are whetted on by

hope, to diligence in their callings, as daily experience

iheweth us. The hope of heaven, therefore, is a great

encouragement to piety.

{Continued to page 157.]

THE
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The follotving difcourfe zvas written by cur honoured friend

John Weflty, above five and fifty years' ago, for the if

e

of his pupils at Oxford. It does not indeed firiclly come

zcithin the Utter of our engagements in the preface to thefrfi

volume ofour magazine. But as it has never been publijh-

ed in America, and but lately in Europe, we will venture on

one exception to our general rule.

SERMON XV.

On Luke xxii. 19.

Do this in remembrance of me.

IT is no wonder that men who have no fear of GOD,
mould never think of doing this. But it is ftrange that

it mould be negle&ed by any that do fear GOD, and defire

to fave their fouls: and yet nothing is more common. One
reafon why many neglect it is, they are fo much afraid of

eating and drinking unworthily, that they never think how
much greater the danger is, when they do not eat or drink it

at all. That I may do what I can to bring thefe well-

meaning men to a more juft way of thinking, I mall,

Firft, (hew that it is the duty of every chriflian to re-

ceive the Lord's fupper as often as he can ; and fecondly,

anfwer forne objeftions.

I. I am to fhew, that it is the duty of every chriflian to

receive the Lord's fupper as often as he can.

1. The firft reafon why it is the duty of every chriftian

fo to do, is becaufe it is a plain command of Chrift. That

this is his command, appears from the words of the text,

Do this in remembrance of me : by which, as the apoftles

were obliged to blefs, break and give the bread to all that

joined with them in thofe holy things, fo were all chriftians

obliged to receive thofe figns of Chi ill's body and blood.

Here therefore the bread and wine are commanded to be re-

ceived, in remembrance of his death, to the end of the world.

Vol II. Obferve

P
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Obferve too, that this command was given by our Lord-,

when he was juft laying down his lite tor our fakes. They

are therefore, as it were, his dying words, to all his follow-

ers.

2. A fecond reafon why every chriflian fhould do this,

35 often as he can, is becaufe the benefits of doing it are fo

great, to all that do it in faith, and in obedience to him :

namely, the forgivenefs of our paft fiiis, the prefent ftrength-

ening arid refrefhing of our fouls. In this world we are ne-

ver free from temptations. Whatever way of life we are in,

whatever our condition be, whether we are fick or well, i«

trouble or at eafe, the enemies of our fouls are watching to

lead us into fin. And too often they prevail over us. Now
when we are convinced of having finned againft GOD,
what furer wav have we of procuring pardon from IVhn,

than theJliewingforth the Lord's death ? and befeeching him,

for the fake of his Son's fufferings, to blot out all our fins ?

3. The grace of GOD given herein, confirms to us the

pardon of our fins, by enabling us to leave them. As our

bodies are flrengthened by bread and wine, fo are our fduls

by thefe tokens of the body and blood of Chi iff. This is

the food of our fouls : this gives firength to perform our

duty, and leads us on to perfection. If therefore we have

any regard for the plain command of Chrift, if we defne

the pardon of our fins, if we wifh for ffrength to believe,

to love and obey GOD, then we mould ncgleft no oppor-

tunity of receiving the Lord's fupper. Then we muft ne-

ver turn our back? on the feaft which our Lord has prepared

for us. We muft neglect, no occafion which the good pro-

vidence of GOD affords us for this purpofe. This is ther

true rule ; fo often are we to receive, as COD gives us op-

portunity. Whoever therefore does not receive, but goes

from the holy table, when all things are prepared, either

does not underftand his duty, or does not care for the dying

command of his Saviour, the forgivenefs of his fins, the

{lengthening of his foul
}
and the refre&ing it with the hope

of glory.

4. Let



A SERMON OM LUKE XXli. 1G,

4. Let every one, therefore, who has either any defire to

pleafe GOD, or any love of his own foul, obey GOD, and

confult the good of his own foul, by communicating - ery

time he can : like the fir ft chriftians, with whoi; i.fti-

an facrifice was a conftant part of the Lord's-day's fervice,

and for feverai centuries they received it almoft every day :

four times a week always. Accordingly thofe that joined

in the prayers of the faithful, never failed to partake of the

bleffed facrament. What opinion they had of any who turn-

ed his back upon it, we may learn from that ancient canon,

" If any believer join in the prayers of the faithful, and go

away without receiving the Lord's fupper, let him be excom-

municated, as bringing confuGon into the church of GOD."
5. In order to underftand the nature 01 the Lord's fupper,

k would be ufeful carefully to read over thole palfagcs in the

gofpel, and in the fir ft epiftle to ihe Corinthians, which

fpeak of the inftitution of it. Hence we learn that the deftgn

©f this facrament is the continual remembrance of the death

9lChrift, by eating bread and drinking wine, which aie the

outward Cgns of the inward grace, the body and blood of

Ghrift.

6. It is highly expedient for thofe who purpofe to receive

this, whenever their time will permit, to prepare thcmfelves

for this folemn ordinance, by fell-examination and prayer.

But this is not abfolutely neceffary. And when we have not

time for it, we mould fee that we have the habitual prepa-

ration which is abfolutely nc-ceifary, and can never be dif-

penfed with on any account, or any occafion whatever.

This is, firft, a full purpofe of heart, to keep all the com-
mands of GOD. And fecondly, a fmccre defre, to receive

all his promifes.

II. I am, in the fecond place, to anfwer the common
cbjeclions againft conftantly receiving the Lord's fupper.

1. I fay, conftantly receiving. For as to the phrafe of

frequent communion, it is abfurd to the laft degree. If it

means any thing lefs than conftant, it means more than
can be proved to be the duty of any man. For if we are
not obliged to communicate conftantly, by what argument

can
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can it be proved, that we are obliged to communicate/^-

quently? Yea, more than once a year, or once in feven

years? or once before we die? Every argument brought

for this, either proves that we ought to do it co,<jiardly, or

proves nothing at all. Therefore that indeterminate, un-

meaning way of fpeaking, ought to be laid afide by all

men of underflanding.

2. In order to prove that it is our duty to communicate

conftantly, we may obferve that the holy communion is.

to be confidered either, 1. As a command of GOD, or

2. As a mercy to man.

Firft, As a command of GOD. GOD, our Mediator

and Governor, from whom we have received our life and all

things, on whofe will it depends, whether we mall be per-

fectly happy or perfectly miferable from this moment to

eternity, declares to us, that all who obey his commands,

mall be eternally happy; all who do not, fliall be eternally

miferable. Now one of thefe commands rs, " Do this in

remembrance of me" I afk then, Why do you hot do this,

when you can do it if you will? When you have an op-

portunity before you, why do not you obey the command

of GOD ?

3. Perhaps you will fay, " GOD does not command

me to do this as often as I can" that is, the words " as

often as you can," are not added in this particular place.

What then ? Are we not to obey ever) command of GOD,
as often as we can? Are not all the promifes of GOD
made to thofc, and thofe only, who give all diligence; that

is, to thofe, who do all they can, to obey his command-

ments ? Our power is the one rule of our duty. What-

ever we can do, that we ought.

4. And this great truth, that we are obliged to keep

every command as far as we can, is clearly proved from

the abfurdity of the contrary opinion : lor were we to

allow that we are not obliged to obey every command-

ment of GOD as often as we can, " we have no argument

left to prove that any man is bound to obey any command

at anv time. For inilance, Should I afk a man, why he

did
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did not obey one of the plaineft commands of GOD ?

Whv, for inftance, he does not help his parents ? He
might anfwer, " I will not do it now; but I will at ano-

ther time." When that time comes, put him in mind of

GOD's command again: and he will fay, " I will obey

it fome time or other." Nor is it poflible even to prove,

that he ought to do it now, unlefs by proving that he

ought to do it as often as he can : and therefore he ought

to do it now, becaufe he can if he will.

5. Confider the Lord's fupper, fecondly, as a mercy

from GOD to man. As GOD, whofe mercy is over all

his works, and particularly over the children of men, knew

there was but one way for man to be happy like himfelf,

namely, by being like him in holinefs: as he knew we

could do nothing toward this of ourfelves, he has given

us certain means of obtaining his help. One of thefe is

the Lord's fupper, which of his infinite mercy he hath

given for this very end, that through this means we may
be aflifted to attain thofe bleffings which he hath prepared

for us; that we may obtain holinefs on earth and ever-

lading glory in heaven.

I afk then, why do you not accept of his mercy as of-

ten as ever you can? GOD now offers you his bleffing:

why do you refufe it ? you have now an opportunity of

receiving his mercy : why do you not receive it ? You are

weak: why do not you feize upon every opportunity of

increafing your ftrength ? In a word, confidering this as a

mercy, he that does not communicate as often as he can,

has little wifdom.

6. Thefe two confiderations will yield a full anfwer to

all the common objections, which have been made againfl

conftant communion: indeed to all that ever were or can

be made. In truth nothing can be objected againft it, but

upon fuppofuion, that this particular time, either the com-
munion would be no mercy, or I am not commanded to

receive it. Nay, mould we grant it would be no mercy,

that is not enough: for {till the other reafon would hold;

whether it does you any good or none, you are to obey the

command of GOD. 7. How-
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7. However, let us fee the particular excufes which men
Commonly make for not obeying it. The moff common
is, " I am unworthy; and he that eateth and drinktth un-

worthily, eateth and drinktth damnation to himfelf. There-

fore I dare not communicate, left I mould eat and drink

my own damnation."

The cafe is this. GOD offers you a great mercy, and

commands you to accept it. Why do not you accept this

mercy, in obedience to his command ? You fay, " I am
unworthy to receive it." And what then ? You are unwor-

thy to receive any mercy from GOD. But is that a reafon

for refufing all mercy ? GOD offers you a pardon for all

your fins. You are unworthy of it, 'tis fure, and he knows

it : but fmce he is pleafed to offer it neverthelefs, will not

you accept of it ? He offers to deliver your foul from death.

You aie unworthy to li\e. But will you therefore refufe

life ? He offers to endue your foul with new ftrength : be-

caufe you are unworthy of it, will you deny to take it ?.

What can GOD himfelf do for us farther, if we refufe his

mercy, even becaufe we are unworthy of it?

8. But fuppofe this were no mercy to us (to fuppofe

which is indeed giving GOD the lie
;

faying, That is not

good for man, which he purpofely ordered for his good:)

it i 1 1 I afk, Why do not you obey GOD's command ? He
fays, " Do this." Why do you not ? You anfwer, " I

am unworthy to do it." What! Unworthy to obey GOD?
Unworthy to do what GOD bids you do? Unworthy

to obey GOD's command? What do you mean by this?.

That tliofe who are unworthy to obey GOD, ought not to

obey him? Who told you fo ? If he were eyen an angel

from heaven, let him be accurfid. If you think God him-

felf has told you fo by St. Paul, let us hear his words.

They are thefe, He that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eat-

tth and drinketh damnation to himfelf.

Why, this is quite another thing. Here is not a word

faid of being unworthy to eat and drink. Indeed he does

fpeak of eating and drinkmg unworthily : but that is quite

a different thing: fo he has told us himfelf. In this very

chapter
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chapter we are told, that by eating and drinking unworthi-

ly is meant, taking the holy facrament in fuch a rude and

diforderly way, that one was hungry, and another drunken.

But what is that to you? Is there any danger of your do-

ing fo? Of your eating and drinking thus unworthily?

However unworthy you are to communicate, there is no

fear of your communicating thus. Therefore whatever the

punifhment is of doing it thus unworthily, it does not con-

cern you. You have no more reafon from this text to

difobey GOD, than if there was no fuch text in the bible.

If you fpeak of " eating and drinking unworthily
1
' in the

fenfe St. Paul ufes the words, you may as well fay, " I

dare not communicate for fear the church fhould fall, as

for fear I mould eat and drink unworthily

9. If then you fear bringing damnation on yourfelf by

this, you fear where no fear is. Fear it not, for eating

and drinking unworthily; for that in St. Paul's fenfe, ye

cannot do. But I will tell you for what you (hall fear

damnation: for not eating and drinking at all: for not

obeying your Maker and Redeemer: for difobeying his

plain command: for thus fetting at nought both his mer-

cy and authority.

10. We fee then how weak the objection is, " I dare

not receive, becaufe I am unworthy." Nor is it any

flronger, though the reafon why you think yourfelf unwor-

thy is, that you have lately fallen into fin. It is true, thofe

*' who have done any grievous crime," ought not to re-

ceive without repentance. But all that follows from this

is, That we fhould repent before we come ; not that we
il.ould negiect to come at all.

To fay, therefore, that " a man may turn bis back up-

on the Lord's table, becaufe he has lately fallen into fin ;

that he may impofe this penance upon himfelf," is talking

without any warrant from fcripture. For where does the

bible teach, to atone for breaking one commandment of

G :J, by breaking another ? What advice is this, " Com-
mit a new a& of difobedier.ee, and GOD will more eafily

forgive the pall \

n
11, Others
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11. Others there are, who to excufe their difobedience,

plead, that they are unworthy in another fenfe : that they
*' cannot live up to it

;
they cannot pretend to lead fo holy

a life, as conftantly communicating would oblige them to

do." Put this into plain words. I afk, Why do not you

accept the mercy which GOD commands you to accept ?

Vou anfwer, *' Becaufe I cannot live up to the profeffion

I mult make when I receive it." Then it is plain you

ought never to receive it at all. For it is no more lawful

to promife once what you know you cannot perform, than

to promife it a thoufand times. You know too^ that it is

one and the fame promife, whether you make it every year

or every day. You promife to do juft as much, whether

you promife ever fo often or ever fo feldom.

If therefore you cannot live up to the profeffion they

make, who communicate once a week, neither can you

come up to the profeffion you make, who communicate once

a year. But cannot you indeed ? Then it had been good

for you that you had never been born. For all that you

profefs at the Lord's table, you mult both profefs and keep,

or you cannot be faved. For you engage nothing there but

this, That you will diligently keep his commandments.

And cannot you keep up to this profeffion ? Then you can-

not enter into life.

12. Think then what you fay, before you fay, " You
cannot live up to what is required of conftant communi- 1
cants." This is no more than is required of any com-

municants, yea, of every one that has a foul to be faved.

So that to fay, " You cannot live up to this," is neither bet-

ter nor worfe than renouncing chriftianity. It is in effe£l

renouncing your baptifm, wherein you folemnlv entered in-

to covenant, to keep all his commandments. You now f]y

from that engagement. You wilfully break one of his com-

mandments, and to excufe yourfelf fay, You cannot keep

his commandments ! then you cannot expecl to receive the

promifes, which are made only to thofe that keep them.

13. What has been faid on this pretence againft conilant

communion, is applicable to thofe who fay the fame thing

in
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in other words, " We dare not do it, becaufe it requires

fo perfect an obedience afterwards, as we cannot piomife to

perform." Nay, it requires neither more nor lefs perfect

obedience, than you engaged in your baprifm. You then

entered into covenant to keep the commandments of GOD,
by his help : and you promife no mere when you commit
nicate.

But obferve upon the whole, this is not fo properly an

objection againfl conflantly communicating, as againfl com-

muircdting at all. For if we are not to receive the

Lord's fupper till we are worthy of it, it is certain, we ought

never to receive it.

14. A Second objection which is often made againft con^

ftant communion, is the having fo much bufinefs as will not

allow time for fuch a preparation as is neceiiary thereto. I

anfwer, ail the preparation that is absolutely, neceflary, is

contained in thefe words, " Repent you truly of your fins

pail : have faith in Chrifl our Saviour/' (And obferve, that

word is not here taken in its higheft fenfe!) "Amend your lives,

and be in charity with al! men : So lhall ye be meet parta-

kers of thefe holy myfteries." Ail who are thus prepared,

may draw nejr without fear, and receive the facrament to

their comfort. Now what bufmefs can hinder you from be-

ing thus prepared ? From repenting of your pail fins ? From
believing that Chrifl died to fave diners ? From amending

your lives, and being in charity with all men ? No bufinefs

can hinder you from this, unlefs it be fuch as hinders you*

from being in a Hate of falvation. If you refolve and defign

to follow Chrifl, you are fit to approach the Lord's table. If

you do not defign this, you are only fit for the table and com-

pany of devils.

15. No bufinefs therefore can hinder any man from hav-

ing that preparation which alone is neceflary, unlefs it be

fuch as unprepares him for heaven, as puts him out of a ftate

ot fdlvation. Indeed every prudent man will, when he has

time, examine himfelf before he receives the Lord's fupper:

whether he repents him truly of his former fins, whether

lie believes the promifes of GOD, whether he fully defigns

Vol. II, Q la
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to walk in his ways, and be in charity with all men ? In

this, and in private prayer, he will doubtlefs fpend all the

time he conveniently can. But what is this to you who
have not time ? What excufe is this, for not obeying GOD ?

He commands you to come; and prepare yourfelf by pray-

er, as you have time ; if you have not the time you wifti to

have, however come. Make not reverence to GOD's com*

mand a pretence for breaking it. Do not rebel againfl him,

for fear of offending him. Whatever you do, or leave un-

done befides, be fure to do what GOD bids you do. Ex-
amining yourfelf, and ufmg extraordinary private prayer be-

fore the Lord's fupper, is good. But behold ! to obey is better

than felf-examination, and to hearken, than the prayer of an

angel.

16. A third objection againft conftant communion is,

That it abates our reverence for the facrament. Suppofe

it did. What then ! Will you thence conclude, that you

are not to receive it conftantly ? This does not follow.

GOD commands you, " Do this." You may do it now,

but will not : and to excufe yourfelf, fay, " If I do it fo of-

ten, it will abate the reverence with which I do it now."

3'uppofe it did : has GOD ever told you ; That when the

obeying his command abates your reverence to it, then you

may difobey it? If he has, you are guiltlefs ; if not,

what you fay is juft nothing to the purpofe. The law is

clear. Either mew that the lawgiver makes this exception,

or you are. guilty before him.

17. Reverence for the facrament may be of two forts ^

either fuch as is owing purely to the newnefs of the thing,

fuch as men naturally have for any thing they are not ufed

to : or fuch as is owing to our raith, or to the love or fear

of GOD. Now the former of thefe is not properly a reli-

gious reverence, but purely natural. And this fort of re*

verence for the Lord's fupper, theconftantly receiving of it

mull Ieflen. But it will not lelfcnthe true religious reverence,

but rather confirm and inereafe it.

18. A fourth objection is, " I have communicated con^

Hantly fo long, but I have not found the benefit lexpecled."

This
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This has been the cafe with many well-meaning perfons, and

therefore deferves to be particularly confidered. And con-

fider this, firft. Whatever GOD commands us to do, we

are to do, becaufe he commands, whether we feel any be-

nefit thereby or no. Now GOD commands, Do this m
remembrance of me. This therefore we are to do, becaufe

he commands : whether we find prefent benefit thereby or

not. But undoubtedly we (hall find benefit fooner or later,

though perhaps infenfibly. We (hall be infenfibly ftrength-

cned, made more fit for the fervice of GOD, and more con-

Itant in it. At lead we are kept from falling back, and pre-

ferved from many fins and temptations : and furely this

mould be enough to make us receive this food as often as

we can ;
though we do not prefently feel the happy effects

of it, as fome have done, and we ourfelves may, when GOD
fees heft.

19. It has been {hewn, firft, That if we confider the

Lord's fupper as a command of Chrift, no man can have a

due refpe£r. for that command, who does not receive it as

often as he can: Secondly, That if we confider the infti-

tution of it, as a mercy to ourfelves, no man who does

not receive it as often as he can, has any pretence to

chriftian-prudence: Thirdly, That none of the objections

ufually made, can be any excufe for that man, who does

not at every opportunity obey this command, and accept

this mercy.

20. It has been particularly (hewn, firft, that unworthi-

nefs is no excufe: becaufe though in one fenfe we are all

unworthy, yet none of us need be afraid of being unwor-

thy in St. Paul's fenfe; of eating and drinking unworthily:

Secondly, That the not having time enough for preparation,

can be no excufe: fince the only preparation which is ab-

folutely neceiTary, is that which no bufinefs can hinder
;

nor indeed any thing on earth, unlets fo far as it hinders

our being in a ftate of falvation: Thirdly, That its abating

our reverence is no excufe: fince he who gave the com-
mand, " Do this," no where adds, " unlefs it abates your

reverence.:" Laftly, That our not profiting by it is no ex-

cufe,
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cufe, fince it is our own fault, in neglecting that neceffa-

ry preparation, which is in our own power. If thofe whd
have hitherto neglected it On any of thefe pretences, will lay

thefe things to heart, they will, by the grace or GOD.' come
to a better mind, and never more forfake their own mercies*

Oxon, Feb. 19, 1752.

_ ——^ —

An EXTRACT

Of the Revd
. Mr. JOHN WESLEY's Journal.

From Auguft 12th, 1738, to November ill, 1639*

[Continued from page 74.]

FINDING the fane doubts return on Tuefday, I con-

fulted the oracles of GOD again, and found much
Comfdi.t from thofe words, They which be offaith^ are bif-

fed With faithful Abraham.

Friday Nov. 3. I preached at St. Anlholins. Sunday;

5. in the morning at St. Botolptis Bifliopgate, in the af-

ternoon at I/Iington, and in the evening to fuch a congre-

gation as I never faw before, at St. Clement's in the Strand,

As this was the fir ft time of my preaching here, I fuppofe

it is to be the laft.

On Wednefddy my brother and I went, at their earneft

defire, to do the laft good office to the condemned male-

factors. It was the moft glorious inftdiice I ever faw, of

faith triumphing over fin and death. One obferving the

tears run fall down the cheeks of one of them in particular,

while his eves were fteadily fixed upwards, a few moments

before he died, afked, M How do you feel your heart now?"

He calmly replied, '* I feel a peace, which I could not

" have believed to be pofiible. And I know it is the peace

" of GOD which pafleth all underllanding."

My brother took that oCcafion of declaring the gofpel

of peace to a large aftembly of publicans and finners. O
Lord
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Lord GOD of my fathers accept even me among them, and

cafi me not out from, among thy children!

In trie evening, I proclaimed mercy to my fellow-Tin-

ners at Bafing-Jhaw church: and the next morning a: St,

Aatholins. Friday 10. I let out, and Saturday 11. fpeht

the evening with a little company at Oxford. I was griev-

ed to find prudence had made them leave off tinging pfdlms,

I tear it will not flop here. GOD deliver me and a!!

fcek him in fincerity, from what the world calls Chriftian

prudence!

Sunday 12. I pieached twice at the Cajib. In the fol-

lowing week, I be^an more narrowly 10 inquire what the

doctrine of the church of Englandis, concerning the much

controverted point of jull.fLation by faith. And the fum

of what I found in ihe homilies I extracted and printed

for the ufe or others.

Sunday 19. I onV preached in the afternoon at the

CaJUe. On Monday night I was greatly troubled in dreams,

and abou f eleven o'clock waked in an unaccountable con-

fternation, without being able to deep again. About that

time (as I found in the moinin^) one who had been deign-

ed to be my pupil, hut w-dS got com? into the porter's

lodge (where feveral perfons were fitting) with a piflol in

his hand. He piefented this as in fport, fir fl at one, and

then at another. He then attempted twice or thrice to

moot himfelf, but it would not go off. Upon his laying

it down, one took it up and blew out the priming. He
WdS very angry, went and got frefh prime, came in again,

fat down; beat the flint with his key; and about 12, pul-

ling off his hat and wig, faid, " He would die like a gen-

tleman," and mot himfelf through the head.

Thurfday 23 Returning from preaching at the Caftl% I

met once more with my oid companion in affliction, C. D.

who flayed with me till Monday. His la't converfation

with me, was as follows :

" In this you are better than you was at Savannah. You
know that you was then quite wrong. But you are not right

yet. You know that you was then blind, but you d.) not

fee now. " I doubt
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" I doubt not but GOD will bring you to the right

foundation. But I have no hope for you, while you are

on your prefent foundation. It is as different from the

true, as the right hand from the left. You have all to

begin anew.

" I have obferved all your words and aclions, and I fee

you are of the fame fpint ftill. You have a fimplicity.

But it is a fimplicity of your own. It is not the fimplici-

ty of Chrift. You think you do not truft in your own
works. But you do truft in your own works. You do

not believe in Chrift.

" You have a prefent freedom from fin. But it is only

a temporary fufpenfion of it, not a deliverance from it.

And you have a peace. But it is not a true peace. If

death were to approach, you would find all your fears return.

" But I am forbid to fay any more. My heart finks in

me like a ftone."

I was troubled. I begged of GOD an anfwer of peace,

and opened on thofe words, As many as walk according to

this rule, peace be on them and mercy and upon the Ifrael of
GOD. I was afking in the evening, that GOD would

fulfil all his promifes in my foul, when I opened my tefta-

ment on thofe words, My hour is not yet come.

Sunday Dec. 3. I began reading prayers at Bocardo (the

city-prifon) which had been long difcontinued. In the after-

noon I received a letter, earneftly defil ing me, to publifh my
zeeoxmtoiGeorgia : and another as earneftly difluading me from

it, "becaufeit would bring much trouble upon me." I confut-

ed GOD in his word, and received twoanfwers ; the firft Ezek.

xxxiii. 2. 6. The other, Thou therefore endure hardnefs as

a goodfoldier of Jefus Chrift.

Tuefday Dec. 1 began reading prayers and preaching

in Gloucejler -Green workhoufe, and on Thurfday in that be-

longing to St. Tho?nas's parifh. On both days I preached at

the Cajlle. At St. Thomas's was a young woman, raving mad,

fcreaming and tormenting herfelf continually. I had a

ftrong defire to fpeak to her. The moment 1 began Ihe was

ilill. The tears ran down her cheeks all the time I was tel-

lim*
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ling her, " Jefus of Nazareth is able and willing to deliver

you." O where is faith upon earth ? Why are thefe poor

wretches left under the open bondage of Satan ? Jefus, Mailer !

give. thou medicine to heal their ficknefs : and deliver thofe

who are now alfo vexed with unclean fpirits !

About this time, being defirous to know how the work of

GOD went on among our brethren at London, I wrote to ma-

ny of them concerning the ftate of their fouls. One or two of

their anfwers I have fubjoined.

My Dear Friend, whom I love in the Truth,

I Know my Saviour's voice, and my heart burns with lover

and defire to follow him in the regeneration. 1 have nd

confidence in the flefh. I loath myfelf and love him only.

My dear brother, my fpirit even at this moment rejoices in

GOD my Saviour, and the love which is fhed abroad in my
heart by the Holy Ghoft deflroys all felf-love, fo that I

could lay down my life for my brethren. I know that my
Redeemer liveth, and have confidence towards GOD, that

through his blood my fins are forgiven. He hath begotten

me of his own will, and faves me from fin, fo that it has

no dorrrnion over me. His Spirit bears witnefs with my fpi-

rit, that I am his child by adoption and grace. And this

is not for works of righteoufnefs which I have done. For

I am his workmanfhip, created in Chrift Jefus unto good

works : fo that all boafling is excluded. It is now about

18 years fince Jefus took poffeiTion of my heart. He then

opened my eyes and faid unto me, be of good cheer, thy fins

are forgiven thee. My dear friend, bear with my relating,

after what manner I was born of GOD. It was an inftan-

tamous aft. My whole heart was filled with a divine pow-

er, drawing all the faculties of my foul after Chrift, which

continued three or four nights and days. It was as a migh-

ty ruffling wind, coming into the foul, enabling me from

that moment to be more than conqueror, over thofe cor-

ruptions which before I was always a flave to. Since that

time, the whole bent of iny will hath been towards him day

and
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and nighr, even in my dreams. I know that I dwell in

Chrift, and Chrift in me; I am bone of his bone, and flefh

of his flefh. That you, and all that wait for his appearing,

may find the confo lation of IJrael, is the earned pra)er of

Your afife&ionate brother in Chrift,

W. F,

My mojl Dear and Honoured Father in Chrift.

IN the 20th year of my age, 1737, GOD was pleafed to

open my eyes, and to let me fee that I did not live as

became a child of GOD. I found my fins were great,

(though I was what they call a fober perfon) and that

GOD kept an account of them all. However I thought,

if I repented, and led a good life, GOD would accept me.
And fo I went on for about half a year, and had fometimes

great joy. But laft winter, I began to find, that whatever I did

was nothing. My very tears I found were fin, and the enemy
of fouls laid fo many tilings to my charge, that fometimes-

I defpaired of heaven. I continued in great doubts and fears,

until April 9, when I went out of town. Here for a time I

was greatly tranfported, in meditating *nd feeing the glori-

ous works of GOD : bur in about three weeks I was vio-;

lently affaulted again. GOD then offered a Saviour to me,

but my felf-righteoufnefs kept me from laving hold onjiim..

On Whitfunday* I went to receive, the bielfed facrament,.

but with a heart as hard as a fione. Heavy laden I was

indeed, when GOD was pleafed to let me fee a crucified

Saviour. I faw there was, a fountain opened in his fide for.

me to wafh in and be clean. But alas ! I was afraid to ven-

ture, fearing I fhould be too prefurr ptuous. And I know,

and am fure, I at that time refufed the atonement which I,

might then have had. Yet I received great comfort. But in*

about nine days time, my joy went out, as a lamp docs for,

want of oil, and I fell into my old Hate, into a ftate of dam-

nation. Yet I was not without hope ; for ever after that

time I could not defpair of faKation : I had fo clear a fight

of the fountain opened in the fide of our Lord. But ftill

when
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Vnen I thought of death, or the day of judgment, it was a

great terror to me. And yet I was afraid to venture to lay

all my "fins upon Chrift.

This was not all. But whenever I retired to prayer, I

had a violent pain in my head. This only feized me, when

I began to pray earneftly, or to cry out aloud to Chrift.

But when I cried to him againft this alfo, he gave me eafe.

Well, I found GOD did love me, and did draw me to

Chrift. I hungered -and thirfted after him, and had an

earheft defire to be clothed with his righteoufnefs. But I

was ftill afraid to go boldly to Chrift, and to claim him

as my Saviour.

July 3. My dear fifter came down to fee me. She had

deceived the atonement 011 St. Peter's day. I told her, I

thought Chrift died for ?ne, but as to the affurance the

mentioned, I could fay nothing.

July 5. She went. That night 1 went into the garden,

and confidering what Che had told me, I faw him by faith,

whofe eyes are as a flame of fire ; him who juftifieth the

ungodly. I told him I was ungodly, and it was for viz

that he died. His blood did I plead with great faith, to

blot out the hand-writing that was againft me. I told my
Saviour, that he had promifcd to give reft to all that were

heavy laden. This promife I claimed, and I faw him by

faith ftand condemned before GOD in my ftead. I faw the

fountain opened in his fide. I found, as I hungered, he

fed me ; as my foul thirfted, he gave me out of that foun-

tain to drink. And fo ftrong was mv faith, that if I had

had all the fins of the whole world laid upon me, I knew

and was fure one drop of his blood was fufficient to atone

for all. Well, I clave unto him, and he did wafn me in his

blood. He hath clothed me with his righteoufnefs, and has

prefented me to his father and my father, to his GOD and

my GOD, a pure, fpotlefs virgin, as if I had never com-

mitted any fin. It is on Jefus I ftand, the Saviour of fmners.

It is he that hath loved me, and given himfelf for me. I

cleave unto him, as my furety, and he is.bound to pa}- GOD
the debt. While I ftand on this rock, I am fure the gates

Vol. II.
~ R of
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of hell cannot prevail againft me. It is by faith that I amjuflfj

lied, and have peace with GOD through him. His blood

has made reconciliation to GOD for me. It is by faith I

have received the atonement. It is by faith that I have the

Son of GOD, and the Spirit of Chrift. dwelling in me. Arid

what then (hall feparate me from the love of GOD which

is in Chrift Jcfus my Lord ?

You mull think what a tranfport of joy I was then in,

when I that was loft and undone, dropping into hell, felt a

Redeemer come, who is mighty to fave, to fave unto the

zittermojl. Yet I did not receive the witnefs of the Spirit

at that time. But in about half an hour, the devil came with

great power to tempt me. However, I minded him not, but

went in and lay down pretty much compofed in my mind.

Now St. Paul fays, Afterye believed, ye werefealed with the

Spirit ofpromife. So it was with me. After I had belie~-

•ed on him that juflifeth the ungodly, I received that feai

of the Spirit, which is the earnefl of our inheritance. But

at that time I did not know any thing of this. My fins were

forgiven : but I knew I was not yet born of GOD..

July 6. In the morning, being by myfelf, I found the

work of the Spirit was very powerful upon me (although

you know GOD does not deal with every foul in the fame

way.) As my mother bore me with great pain, fo did I

feel great pain in my foul in being born of GOD. Indeed

I thought the pains of death were upon me, and that my foul

Was then taking leave of the body. I thought I was going to

him whom I faw with ftrong faith ftanding ready to receive me.

In this violent agony I continued about four hours : and

then I began to feel the Spirit of GOD hearing witnefs with

my fpirit, that 1'was born of GOD. Frcaufe I was a i\\\V\

of GOD, he fent forth the Spirit ofhis Son into vie, crying

Abba, Father, For that is the cry of every new-born foul.

O mighty, powerful, happy change ! I who had nothing but

devils ready to drag me to hell, now found I had angels to

guard me to my reconciled Father, and my Judge; who juft

befoie flood ready to condemn me, but was now become

myrighteoufnefs. But I cannot exprefswhat GOD hath dons

for
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£or my foul. No ; this is to be my everlafting employment,

when I have put off this frail, finful body, this corrupt,

hellifli nature of mine; when I join with that great multi-

titude which no man can number, in finging praifes to the

Lamb that loved us, and gave himfelf for us ! O how pow-

erful are the workings of the Almighty in a new-born foul

!

The love of GOD was fhed abroad in my heart, and a flame

kindled there, with pains fo jviolent, yet fo very ravilhing,

that my body was almofl torn afunder. I loved. The Spi-

rit cried ftrong in my heart. I fweated. I trembled. I

fainted. I fung. I joined my voice with thofe that excel

in ftrength. My foul was got up into the Holy Mount. I

had no thoughts of coming down again into the body, I who

not long before had called to the rocks to fall on me, and

the mountains to cover me, could now call for nothing elfe

but come, Lord Jefus, come quickly. Then I could cry out

with great boldnefs, There, O GOD, is my furety ! There,

O death, is thy plague ! There, O grave, is thy deftrucfion

!

There, O Serpent, is the feed that fhall for ever bruife thy

head. O I thought my head was a fountain of water ! I

was diffolved in love. My beloved is mine, and I am his.

He has all charms. He has ravilhed my heart. He is my
comforter, my friend, my all. He is now in his garden, feed-

ing among the lilies. 0 I am fick of love! He is altogether

Ipvely, the chiefejl among ten thoufand. O how Jefus fills,

Jefus extends, Jefus overwhelms the foul in which he dwells!

[Continued at page 176.]

THE LIFE AND DEATH OF

The Reverend JOHN FLETCHER.

[Continuedfrom page 84.]

7. " l/*OR about this time the Countefs of Huntingdon

Jl erefted a feminary at Trevecka, in Wales, in or-

der to educate pious young men, of whatever denomina-

tion,,.
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tion, for the miniflry. She propofed to admit only fuch a£

were converted to GOD, and refolved to dedicate them-

felves to his fervice. They were at liberty to flay there

three years : during which they were to have their education

gratis, with every neceflary of life, and a fuit of clothes

once a year: afterwards thofe who defired it might enter

into the miniury, either in the efhblifhed church of Eng-

land, or among proteftants of any other denomination.

Prom the high opinion which the Countefs had of Mr.

lUtckef'% piety, learning, and abilities for fuch an office,

flie invited him to undertake the direction of that feminary.

Not that he could promife to be chiefly reC'dent there; much
Iefs conftantly. His duty to his own flock at Madeley,

would by no means admit of this. But he was to attend

as often as he conveniently could; to give advice with re-

gard to the appointment of mafters, the admiffion or exclu-

fion of Undents; to overfee their ftudies and conducl: to

affift their piety, and judge of their qualifications for thework

of the miniftry.

8. " As Mr. Fletcher greatly approved of the defign, ef-

pecially tpfifidefiftg, firlt, That none were to be admitted

but fuch as feared GOD: and fecondly, That when they

were prepared for ii, they might enter into the miniflry,

wherever Providence opened a door: he readily complied

with the invitation, and undertook the charge. This he

did without fee or reward, from the fole motive of being ufe-

ful in the mofl important work of training up perfons for

the glorious office of preaching the gofpel. And fome

months after, with the fame view, through his means and

in confequence of your recommendation to her Ladyfhip,

I was made head matter of the fchool, or as it was com-

monly called, the college: though I could very ill be fpa-

red from Kingszvood, where I had atled in that capacity

about four years.

q. " As yet 1 was greatly wanted at Kingswopd, I had

likewife a term to keep at Oxford: fo that I could only

pay them a fnort vifit in January, 1770. But in fpring I

went to re fide there. And for fome time things went on

excellently
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excellently well. The young men were ferious, and made

a confiderable progrefs in learning. And many of them

feemed to have a talent for preaching. Mr. Fletcher vifit-

ed them frequently, and was receiyed as an angel of GOD.
It is not poffible for me to defcribe the veneration in which

we all held him. Like Elijah in the fchools of the pro-

phets, he was revered; he was loved; he was almoft ado-

red: and that not only by every fludent, but by every mem-
ber of the family. And indeed he was worthy. Forgive

me, my dear fir, if you think I exceed. My heart kin-

dles while I write. Here it was that I faw, (hall I fay, an

angel in human flefh ? I mould not far exceed the truth it I

faid fo. But here I faw a defcendant of failen Adam, fo

fully raifed above the ruins of the fall, that though by the

body he was tied down to earth, yet was his whole

conversation in heaven: yet was his life, from day to day,

hid with Chrift in GOD. Prayer, praife, love and zea! r

all ardent, elevated above what one would think attainable

in this ftate of frailty, were the element in which he him-

felf continually lived. And as to others, his one employ-

ment was, to call, entreat and urge them, to afcend with

him to the glorious fource of being and bleffednefs. He
had leifure comparatively for nothing elfe. Languages,

arts, fciences, grammar, rhetoric, logic, even divinity it-

felf, as it is called, were all laid afide, when he appeared

in the fchool-room among the ftudents. His full heart

would not naffer him to be filent. He mujl fpeak, and they

were readier to hearken to this fervant and minifter of

Jefus Chrift, than to attend to Sallii/l, Virgil, Cicero, or

any Latin or Greek hiftorian, poet or philofopher they were

reading. And they feldom hearkened long, belore they

were all in tears, and every heart catched fire from the

flame that burnt in his foul.

10. " Thefe feafons generally terminated in this. Being

convinced that to be filled with the Holy Ghojl was a better

qualification for the miniftry of the gofpel, than any clafTi-

cal learning, (though that too may be ufeful in its place.)

After fpeakmg a while in the fchool-room, he ufed frequent-

ly
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ly to fay, " As many of you as are athiril for this fulnelk

of the fpirit, follow me into my room." On this, many

of us have inftantly followed him, and there continued till

noon, wreflling like Jacob for the bleffing, praying one

after another, till we could bear to kneel no longer. This

w-iS not done once or twice, but many times. And I have

fometimes feen him on thefe occafions, once in particular,

fo filled with the love of GOD, that he could contain no

more, but cried out, " O my GOP, withhold thy hand,

or the veffel will burft." But he afterwards told me, he

was afraid he had grieved the Spirit of GOD : and that he

ought rather to have prayed, that the Lord would have en-

larged the veffel, or have fuffered it to break, that the foul

might have no farther bar or interruption to its enjoyment

of the fupreme good."

[This is certainly a juil remark. The proper prayer on

fuch an occafion would have been,

Give me the enlarg'd deiire,

And open, Lord, my foul,

Thy own fulnefs to require,

And comprehend the whole !

Stretch my faith's capacity

Wider, and yet wider Hill;

Then with all that is in thee

My ravihYd fpirit fill!]

11. " Such was the ordinary employment of this man ofc

GOD, while he remained at Trevecka. He preached the

word of life to the fludents and family, and as many of the

neighbours as defired to be prefent. He was injlant infea-

fon, out of feafon; he reproved, rebuked, exhorted with all

lbnp-fu]fering. He was always employed, either in difco-

vering fome important truth, or exhorting to fome neglect-

ed duty, or adminiflring fome needful comfort, or relating

fome ufeful anecdote, or making fome profitable remark

or obfervation upon any thing that occurred. And his de-

vout foul, always burning with love and zeal, led him to

intermingle
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intermingle prayer with all he faid. Meanwhile his man-

ner was fo folemn, and at the fame time fo mild and lri-

finuating, that it was hardly poflibte for any who had the

happinefs of being in his company, not to be ffruck with

awe and charmed with love, as if in the prefence of an an-

gel, or departed fpirit. Indeed I frequently thought, while

"attending to his heavenly difcotirfe and divine fpirit, that

he was fo different from, and fuperior to the generality of

mankind, as to look more like Mojes or Elijah, or fume

prophet or apoftle come again from the dead, than a mor-

tal man, dwelling in a houfe of clay. It is true, his weak

and long-afflicted body proclaimed him to be human. But

the graces which fo eminently filled and adorned his foul,

manifefted him to be divine. And long before his happy

fpirit returned to GOD that gave it, that which was hu-

man feemed in a great meafure to be fwallowed up of lift.

O what a lofs did Trevecka fuftain ! what an irreparable lofs,

when he left it

!

12. "But why then did he leave it ? Why did he give

up an office, for which he was fo perfectly well qualified ?

which he executed fo entirely to the fatisfaclion of all the

parties with whom he was concerned, and in which it had

pleafed GOD to give fo mamfeft a bleiTing to his labours ?

Perhaps it would be better, in tendernefs to fome perfons,

eminent for piety and ufefulnefs, to let that matter remain

ft ill under the veil, which forgiving love has caff over it.

But if it be thought that jullice to his character, and to the

caufe which from that time he fo warmly efpoufed and fo

ably defended, requires fome light to be call upon it, it

may be the raoft inoffenfive way, to do it in his own words."

[It will be proper to obferve here, for the better under-

ftanding of the following letter, that fome time before Mr>

FUtck".r quitted Trevfcka, Mr. Benfon had been difcharged

from his office there : not for any defect, of learning or

piety, or any fault found with his behaviour : but wholly

and folely, becaufe he did not believe the doclrine of abfo-

lute predeflination.]

»3 .
» The
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13. " The following is an exaft account of all that b
material, in a letter he wrote to me, in confequence of my
difmiflion from the office I had been in.

June 7 9 1771.
M Dear Sir,

" The fame poll brought me yours, and two from tnf

lady, and one from Mr. IVilliams, [the new mailer.] Thofe
contained no charges but general ones, which with me go
for nothing. If the procedure you mention is fa£t, and

your letter is a fair account ot the tranfaclion and words

relative to your difcharge, a falfe itep has been taken. I

write this poft to her ladyfhip on the affair, with all poflible

plainnefs. If the plan of the college is overthrown, I have

nothing more to fay to it. I will keep to my text, for one :

I truft I (hall ever be a fervant of all : the confined too] of

any one party, I never was, and never will be. If the

blow that fhould have been fti uck at the dead fpirit, is (truck

(contrary to the granted liberty ofJent mnlj ai dead Ar?ni-

nius, or abfent Mr. Wejley— If a matter is turned away with-

out any fault : it is time for me to Hand up with lirmnefs,

or to withdraw."

14. " The following paragraphs are tranfcribed from Mr,
Fletcher 's letter to my lady.

" Mr. Benfon made a very juft defence when he faid, He
did hold with me the poflibihty of falvation for all men. If

this is what you call Mr. Wejley s opinion and Arminianifm,

and if " every Arminian muff quit the college,
1

*

I am actual-

ly difcharged. For in my prefent view of things, I muft

hold that fentiment, if I believe that the bible is true, and

that GOD is love.

" For my part, I am no party-man. In the Lord I arn

your fervant, and that of your every ftudent. But I can-

not give up the honour of being connected with my old

friends, who notwithflanding their failings, a:e entitled to

my refpeft, gratitude and affeclion. Mr. Wejley fhall al-

ways be welcome to my pulpit, and I {hall gladly bear my
teltimony, in his as well as Mr. Whikjitld\. If you for-

bid
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bid vour Undents to preach for the one, and offer them to

preach for the other ; and if a mailer is difcarded for be-

lieving, that Chrift died for all : then prejudice reigns ;

charity is cruelly wounded ; and party-fpii it moms, pre-

vails, triumphs."

15. " Two days after," continues Mr. Benfon, " he writes,

* I am determined to (land or fall with the liberty of the

college. As I entered it a free place, I muft quit it the

moment it is an harbour for party-fpirit.'

" This he was foon conftrained to do, as appears from

the followinor letter, wrote about two months after.

" My dearfriend,

" On my arrival at the college, I found all very quiet, I

fear through the enemy's keeping his goods in peace. While

I preached the next day, I found myfelf as much (hackled

as ever I was in my life. And after private prayer, I con-

cluded I was not in my place. The fame day 1 refigned my
office to my lady, and on Wednefday to the fludents and

the Lord.

" Mr. Shirley has fent my lady a copy of part of the mi-

nutes of the laft conference, [viz. of the year 1770.] They

were called horrible and abominable. My lady told me,
u She muft burn againft them : and that whoever did not

fully difavow them muff quit the college." She according-

ly ordered the mafter and all the fludents to write their fen-

timents upon them without referve. I did fo: explained

them according to Mr. Wejleys fentiments; and approved

the doclrine, though not cautioufly worded. I concluded

by obferving, that as after fuch a flep on my part, and fuch

a declaration on my lady's, I could no longer as an honeit

man flay in the college, I took my leave of it: wiftiing my
lady might find a minifler to prefide over it lefs ineffici-

ent than

JOHN FLETCHER."

16. " Thcfe were his reafons for refigning his charge at

Trevecka. 1 As the circular letter now went abioad, under

Vol. II. S the
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the name of Mr. Shirley, inviting the clergy of all denomi-

nations to aflemble in a body at Brijlol, to oppofe you and

the preachers met in conference, and oblige you to revoke

the dreadful herefies contained in thofe minutes : and as Mrj
Fletcher thought the churches throughout chriftendom to be

verging very faff toward Antinomianifm : he thought the

proportions contained in thofe minutes ought rather to be

confirmed than revoked. And as he was now retired to"

his parifh, he had more leifure for fuch a work than before,

So after much prayer and confideration; he determined to

write in defence of them. In how able a manner he did

this, I need not tell any that have read thofe incomparable

writings. I know not how to give the chara£ier of them

better, than in the words of Dr. D , to whom I fent

Mr. Fletchers checks, with a recommendatory letter. Her

anfwered me,-

Dear Siri

When I firft read yours, I muft own, I fufpecled yor.r

friendship for Mr. Fletcher had made you too lavilh in

your commendation of his writings: and that when I came

to read them, I fhould find fome abatements neceiTary to

be made. But now I have read them, I am far from think-

ing you have fpoken extravagantly; or indeed, that toe*

much can be faid in commendation of them. I had not

read his firft letter, before I was fo charmed with the fpirit,

as well as abilities of the writer, that the gufhing tear could

not be hindered from giving full teftimony of my heart- felt

fatisfacfion. Perhaps fome part of this pleafure might arife

from finding my own fentiments fo fully embraced by the

author. But hire I am, the greateft (hare of it arofe from

finding thofe benevolent doctrines fo firmly eftablifhed; and

that with fuch judgement, clearnefs, and precifion, as are

feldom, very feldom to be met with. What crowns the

whole is, the amiable and chriftian temper, which thofe

who will not be convinced, muft however approve, and

wifh that their own doctrines " may be conftantly attend-

ed with the fame fpirit."

17. Ifow
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17. How much good has been occafioned by the pub-

lication of that circular letter! This was the happy occafion

of Mr. Fletcher's writing thofe " checks to Antinomianifm

in which one knows not which to admire moil, the purity

of the language, (fuch as fcarce any foreigner wrote before;)

the Jlrcjtgtk and clearnefs of the argument; or the mildnefs

andfweeinefs of the fpirit that breathes throughout the whole.

Infomuch that I nothing wonder at a ferious clergyman,

who being refolved to live and die in his own opinion, when
he was prefted to read them, replied, " No, I will never

read Mr. Fletchers checks; for if I did, I mould be of his

mind."

18. A fiiort extraft from another of hio letters, will fhew

what was his ftate of mind at this crifis. " How much wa-

ter, fays he, may at laft rufh out from a little opening?

What are our dear L—-'s jealoufies come to? Ah poor col-

lege! Their conduct, amcng other reafqns, has ftirred me

.

up to write in defence of the minutes. Methinks I dream,

when I reflecl, I have wrote controverfy—the laft fubjecl:

I thought I mould meddle with. I expect to be roughly

handled on 'the account. Lord, prepare me for every

thing- thcu calleft me to!

J. F."

CHAP. V.

From his leaving Trevecka, to his going to BriJloL

i. T^HE frequent journies he took to and from Tre~

JL vecka, while he prefided over the college, in all

weathers, and at all feafons of the year, farther impaired

the firmrjefs of his conftitution. And in fome of thofe

journies, he had not only difficulties, but dangers likewife

to encounter. One day, as he was riding over a wooden

bridge, juft as he got to the middle thereof it broke in.

The mare's fore-legs funk into the river, but her breaft and

hinder parts were kept up by the bridge. In that pofition

(he lay, as ftill as if fhe had been dead, till he got over her

ucck, and took off his bags, in which were feveral manu-

fcripts,
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fcripts, the fpoiling of which would have occafioned him
much trouble. He then endeavoured to raife her up ; but

fhe would not ftir, till he went over the other part of the

bridge. But no fooner did he fet his foot upon the ground,

than fhe began to plunge. Immediately the remaining part

of the bridge broke down, and funk with her into the river.

But prefently me rofe up again, fwam out, and came to

him.

2. About this time, Mr. Pibnoor being defirous to fe©

the infide of a coal-pit, Mr. Fletcher went with him to the

bottom of a floping pit, which was fuppofed to be near a

mile under the ground. They returned out of it without

any inconvenience. But the next day, while feveral colliers

were there, a damp took fire, which went off with a vaft

explofion, and killed all the men that were in it.

3. In February 1773, I received from him the following

letter ;

Reverend and dear Sir,

I hope the Lord, who has fo wonderfully flood by you

hitherto, will preferve you to fee many of your iheep, and

me among them, enter into reft. Should Providence call

voii firft, I fhall do my belt, by the Lord's afhftance, to

help your brother to gather the wrej:k, and keep together

thofe who are not absolutely bent to throw away the Me-
thodifl doctrines and difcipline, as foon as he that now let-

teth is removed out of the way. Every help will then be

neceffarv, and I mail not be backward to throw in my
mite. In the mean time you fometimes need an afTiftant

to ferve tables, and occafionally to fill up a gap. Provi-

dence vjfibly appointed me to that ofhee, many years ago.

And though it no lefs evidently called me hither, yet I

have not been without doubt, efpecially for fome years pair,

whether it would not be expedient, that I mould refume

my office as your deacon; not with any view of prefiding

over the Methodifts after you; but to eafe you a little in

vour old age, and to be in the- way of recovering, and per-

haps of doing more good. I have fometimes thought, how
fhainciul
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fnameful it was, that no clergyman mould join you, to

keep in the church the work GOD has enabled you to car-

ry on therein. And as the little eftate I have in my own

country is fufficient for my maintenance, I have thought

I would One day or other, offer you and the Methodius

my free fervice. While my love of retirement made mc

linger, I was providentially led to do fomething in Lady

Huntingdon's plan. But being fhut out there, it appears

to me, I am again called to my fir ft work. Nevertheless

I would not leave this place, without a fuller perfuafion

that the time is quite come. Not that GOD ufes me much

here, but I have not yet fufficiently cleared my confcience

from the blood of all men. Meantime I beg the Lord

to guide me by his counfel, and to make me willing to

go any where, or no where, to be any thing, or nothing.

Help by your prayers, till you can blefs by word of mouth,

Reverend and dear Sir,

Your willing, though unprofitable lervant in the gofpel,

Madeley, Feb. 6, 1773. J. Ej

[Continued at Page 183.]

The Journal of FRANCIS ASBURY, BiJJwp of the

Methodifl-Epifcopal Church.

From March 26, 1772, to April 14, 1773.

[Continuedfrom Page 90.]

WEDNESDAY 13. Preached at 3 o'clock, on, Behold

I fiandat the door and knock. Oh! what a time of

fatisfa&ion and power was this to my own foul. Went
afterwards to Mr. Taper's, and many friends came at 8

o'clock. I was enabled to preach with life.

Thurfday 14. Went to the new church. Surely the

power of GOD is amongfl this people. After preaching

with great affiflance, I lodged at Jfuac Jenkins's, and in the

morning
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morning, he conduced me to Gloucejler; and thence we
went by water to Philadelphia. Here I found a change.

Brother Pilmore was come; and the houfe was given up;

which pleafed me well, as it was a burden to the people.

Brother Pilmore went to Mr. Wallace s, and I went to Mr.
TVilmers. On Friday night I was heavily affh'&ed; and

dear filter Wilmer took great care of me. The next morn-

ing, through the mercy of GOD, .1 was fomething better;

and preached in the evening.

Lord's day 17. After preaching in the morning, went

to fee George Hungary
K
who was near to eternity. He had

peace in his foul.—Some flight me in this place, on account

of my attention to difcipline ; and fome drop off. But my;

work is to pleafe GOD.
Tuefday 19. Went about 16 miles into the country, and

preached at 11 o'clock, with energy of foul. A Prcftjy-

terian minifter, who attended my preaching this morning,

accompanied me part of the way back. We converfed, by

the way, on the evidences of religion, the work of GOD,
and fending out preachers.—This morning I arofe with more

fpiritual ftrength, and felt a great defire to do the will of

GOD with all purity of intention, defire and thought ; that

in all things GOD may he glorified through Jefus Chrift.

Wednefday 20. Went to Trentown, but as the court

was fetting, was obliged to preach in a fchool-houfe, to but

few people ; and as there were foldiers in the town, I could

hardly procure lodging.

Thurfday 21. Preached on the other fide of the river

to a few fimple people ; and in the evening at Burlington,

where the congregation was alfo fmall, on account of the fair.

Friday 22. In the morning rode home in great pain ;

but after-dinner went 10 miles down the river.

Sunday 24. We rode down to Greenwich, ,
where I

preached at 10 o'clock, to near 300 people collected from

different parts ; we then rode back to friend Price's where

we dined ; and thence to Gloucejler, which made near 15

miles. I preached there at 3 o'clock, to about 200 peo-

ple, and then went up the river in a boat, to Philadelphia t

where I preached at 7 o'clock. Monday



THE JOURNAL OF BISHOP ASBURY. 143

Monday 2,5. Was unwell, but went to Burlington, and

preached in the evening, though Very fick.

Tuefday 26. Found myfelf very unwell in the morning ;

but vifited a prifoner under fentence of death, and ftrove

much to faflen conviction on his heart. Through the mer-

cy of GOD, I hope the poor man was humbled.

Wednefday 27. Went to New-mills, where I preached

at 4 o'clock; and again at 10 o'clock the next morning.

In our lodgings we had much young company who had but

little fenfe of religion.—Mrs. Hewlings went with me in a

chair. I had many people, Baptifts and others, though

but little comfort in my own foul.

Friday 29. I preached under the gaol wall ; and for the

benefit of the prifoner, attended him to the place of executi-

on. When he came forth, he roared like a bull in a net*

He looked on every fide, and fhricked for help ; but all in

vain. O how awful ! Die he muff. Doubtlefs, unprepa-

red. I prayed with him and for him. How difficult it is

(if I may ufe the term) to drench a hardened finaer with re-

ligion ! I faw him tied up ; and then ftepping on a waggon,

fpoke a word in feafon, and warned the people to flee from the

wrath to come, and improve the day of their gracious vifi-

tation, no more grieving the Spirit of GOD, left a day

fhould come, in which they may cry, and GOD may reiufe

to hear them. We then rode home to Philadelphia, where

I exhorted in the evening, and found myfelf much more

drawn out than I expecled.

Lord's day 31. Preached morning and evening, with

fome life; but find that offences increafe. However, I

cannot help it. My way is, to go flraight forward, and

aim at what is right.

June i. Preached this morning at 5 o'clock; and this

day wrote to Mr. Wejley, and experienced a great degree

of purity in my foul.

Tuefday 2. Rofe this morning between 4 and 5, and was
much quickened in preaching; then went to Haddonfield,

about noon—Satan had almoft gained an advantage over me
this
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this day: but the Lord helped and delivered me, for his

mercy and truth's fake, and granted me life in my foul.

Wednefday 3. Preaching at 5 at Manta creek, was fa-

voured with an opening and great power. After preaching

there, about 100 people went to Mr. Taper\ 1 and \ miles

off. And there alfo I preached with life.

Thurfday 5. At Greenwich, was weak in body, but had

fome liberty in preaching to about 200 willing people ; but

at Gloucejler, preached to only a few dead fouls, from this

ftriking palTage

—

The word preached did not profit them, not

being mixed with faith in them that heard it. I muft ob-

ferve, that in this journey I have been kept in peace and

purity, and had more freedom, life and power, than I ever

experienced in the city, or perhaps ever mall.

Saturday 6. Sailing 4 miles up the river, I came to Phi-

ladelphia in great comfort.

Lord's day, June 7. After preaching in the mornings

was at the table with Mr. Stringer ; and many felt the pow-

er of GOD, though I felt but little myfelf. We had a love-

feaft to-day, and many could teftify that GOD was with us

:

feveral of our ^fr/ry- friends fpake of the power of GOD,
with freedom.

Monday 8. With much difagreeable company, I fet off

for Trentuwn ; where many felt the divine power accompa-

nying the word preached.

-Wednefday 10. After preaching on the other fide of the

river, I returned to Philadelphia, and preached in the even-

ing.

Thurfday 11. Set off in the itage for Brijlol, and croffed

the water to fee a man fufpecicd ol murder ; but found him

very ignorant of things relating to his foul ; I then returned

to Philad Iphia very unwell.

Friday 12. In the morning I was a little better, and rofe

to preach at 5 o'clock. The Lord was with me this, day

at intercefiion.

Saturday 13. Hitherto the Loid hath helped. Praifed

be his dear name !

Lord's
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Lord's day, June 14. After preaching in the morning

with fome freedom of mind, went to Sr. Paul's, and

afterwards fpent the afternoon in my room ; then preached

and met the fociety in the evening ; but fek great drynels,

and was grieved to fee fo much conformity to the world, in the

article of drefs, among our people.

Tuefday 16. Setoff for Burlington; and though weak

and infirm, preached at night, with liberty.

Wednefday 17. I bent my courfe for New-mills ; but ftill

groan for more life, and want to be more holy.

Thurfday 18. After preaching twice at New-mills with

great liberty and life, returned to Burlington ; but was very

iil that night ; and though quite unwell the next morning,

yet proceeded on my way to Philadelphia.

Lord's day, June 21. Finding my felf much recovered, I

preached with fome animation.

Monday 22. This day my heart was in deep exercife.

Tuefday 23. Walked down to Gloucefler-point, and then

rode to brother Chew's ; and though very weak, weary, wet

and low, while it rained very hard, I preached with fome

power to many people from thefe words

—

As the rain

cometh down, and the Jnowfrom heaven, and rttumeth not

thither, but wateretk the earth, and jnaheth it bringforth and

bud, that it may givefed to the fower, and bread to the eater

;

Jo Jkall my zuord be that goeth forth out oj my mouth ; itfall

not return unto me void, but itJkall accomplijli that which I

pleafi, and itJkall fro[per in the thing whereto Ifind it.

Wednefday 24. At Greenwich, met with Mr. Stringer,

who preached and baptized fevcral people that feemed deeply

affected. We then rode together, and had fome conversation

on the infult which Mr. Shirty ha"d given Mr. V/efley.

As Mr. Stringer knew that Mr. Shirly had preached for Mr.

V/efiey, and was well acquainted with his doctrine, he was

furprized at his conduct.—He faid Mr. Weflty was undoubt-

edly a good man, and had been ufelul to ihoufands.

Thurfday 25. Travelling back towards Gloucejler, called

at 'Squire Prict's ; and prelected him with a petition for rai-

fing/^150. to difcharge the debt on our preacliing-houfe at

Vol. II. T '

Philadelphia



14^ THE JOURNAL OF- BISHOP ASBURY,

Pliladelphia. He promifed both to give, himfelf, and tr£

others.

Friday 26. Returned to Philadelphia, and preached at 8
with fome power. But Hill I am not entirely holy in thought,

word and deed. Will not the Lord get the vi&ory ? He
furely will, and I (hall be holy. I find that Satan ftrives to

foW difcord among us ; and this makes me defirous to leave

the city.

Saturday 27. Felt a great defire to live more to the glory

of GOD ; and preached at night with iome life. Received

a letter from Mr. Pilmore replete with accounts of his preach-

ing abroad, in the church, to large congregations and the like;

My heart is Hill diflreiTed forVant of more of GOD. I

long to be wholly given up to him 5 to feek no favour but

what cometh from him alone. I want to breathe after GOD
in every breath.

Lord's day 28. This was a day of fweet reft' to my foul

;

and the Lord gave me power to fpeak with fome affection.

Monday 29. Set out for Trentown with fome loofe and

trifling company in the ftage. After preaching in the even-

ing with fome life and energy ; went the next day to preach

in the field, and then returned, and preached with freedom

to many people in the court-houfe.

July 1 ft. Went over the ferry and preached to many

people
;
among whom were fome fine ladies who behaved

with airs of great indiffcrency. Returning to 'Trentown, I

preached at night, and the next morning at 5, after which

fet off lor Philadelphia with unprofitable company
;
among

whom I fat 1H11 as a man dumb ; and as one in whofe mouth

there was no reproof. They appeared fo ftupidly ignorant,

fceptical, deiftical and atheiftical, that I thought, if there

WL-re no other hell, I fhould flrive with all my might to fhun

that. Came home late and weary ; but preached with fome

comfort. I have lately been blelf with much purity of de«

fire and fervour of fpirit ; but greatly thirfl after living

more to GOD.

[Continued at page 19^.]

LETTERS.
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AJhorl account of the death of Mrs. Moore, of Baltimore,

in Maryland ; by Mr. George Shadford, in a letter to a

friend.

LAST night I preached a funeral fermon on the death

of Mrs. Moore, who gave up her foul into the hands

of Chrift, the Sunday before.

She was awakened about a year ago ; and foon after jus-

tified freely through the redemption that is in Jefus. After

that, (he was at times exercifed with many doubts and fears;

and had various trials common. to the people of GOD. All

this while her bodily health was decaying, for fhe was in a

deep confumption.

About a fortnight before her death, the Lord faved her

from all doubt and fear, and filled her foul with his pure

love. From thenceforward (he was like a living flame ;

and fo filled with GOD, that every word fhe fpoke was pe-

culiarly weighty, being fo clothed with divine power, that

fhe often drew tears from my eyes, and thofe who were

about her.

She often put me in mind of the martyrs, rejoicing, and

clapping their hands in the flames ; for the GOD of the

Hebrews was evidently with her in her fiery trials. What
elfe could enable her to triumph over all the decays of na-

ture, and in the agonies of death ! How often did I heat-

her fay, " I long to be diflblved and to be with Chrift !"

Her happy foul, like a bird in a fnare, fluttered to begone!

A little before fhe expired, fhe faid to her filler, " I am
juft now going ! Draw near, and I will tell you what praife,

what mufic I hear !"—She then flopped a little. At laft (he

faid, " I cannot flay ! Farewel ! Farewel ! Farcwel !" and

inftantly expired, without either figh or groan. May I

alfo die the death of the righteous, and may my laft end be

like unto her's ! G. S.

Nov, 25, 1774, Bijhop
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Bijliop Hall's account of a remarkable Dream,

IN my yonth, when I was at Cambridge, my brother IIenr

JL ry lying with me, early one morning I dreamed that

my mother palled by with a fad countenance, and told me,

That me would not come to my commencement, (having

promifed at that time to come to Cambridge.) When I re-

lated this dream to my brother (both of us waking together

in a fweat) he proteftcd he had dreamed the very fame. The
next carrier brought us word of our mother's death/'

How can this be accounted for on merely rational prin-

ciples ?

LETTER.
[From Mr. J. Dowries, to the Rev. J. Wefley.]

London, Aug. 4, 3774.

Rev. Sir,

I TAKE the liberty of laying before you fome of the rea-

fonings of my mind, which you feem to be the beft able

to anfwer.

Laft winter the fweet counfel my wife and I took toge-

ther, was the means of reviving my poor drooping foul.

The more life we had, the more was our carneft defire that

I mould again be devoted to GOD in his church.

As your anfwer to our letter encouraged that defire, I

carl myfelf upon the Lord's afliflance, and preached at the

poimdry. GOD in his infinite mercy was pleafed to own

his poor creature, and give fuch a blcfn" ng to my own foul,

and the fouls or fcveral others, as I think fully fhewed he

was well pleafed with the return of his poor prodigal. Be-

ing encouraged by this, I. preached the week following at

Brentford, and it feems that I am about as much hurt by

]
reaching once, as I mould be in walking two or three miles

:

both the one and the other gives me a flow fever, for which

I take the wormwood draughts.

BlelTcd
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BleiTed be GOD, I am more and more convinced, it is

my duty to make the mojl of the fliort remainder of life.

Mv cry is onlv, Lord what wouldft thou have me to do !

But where (hall we draw the line between faith and enthufi-

afm ? My wife thinks I ought to give up all, that I may be

a preacher; and that as GOD has called me to it, I ought

to believe he will give me ftrength. She thinks GOD has

fo many times fhewn her in prayer, that this is his will,

that (he is quite willing to run all rifks; knowing that our

heavenly Father is both able and willing to fupply all our

needs : and fhe fays, the Lord has fo often affured her that

he will in this way take care of her, that I fhall grieve his

Spirit if I do not give up all; and fhe has an odd, and con-

tinued impreftion that he will make us both ufeful, and

deliver us from this prefent, perhaps penal ufeleMhefs. Is

this faith or enthufiafrn ? That which inclines me to the

former is, that I know how clofe fhe walks with GOD;
and how many hours in the day fhe fpends in private pray-

er : and that this is always the refult of her neareft accedes

to the throne of grace. That the Lord may blefs you

With the choiceft of his bleffings, is, Rev. Sir, the prayer

of your unworthy fon and fervant in the gofpel of Chrift,

J. DOWNES.

N. B. A little after this he dropt down dead in the

pulpit, juft when he had concluded his fermon in Well-
flreet Chapel, London !

Bleffed is that fervant, whom his Lord, when he cometb,

{hall find fo doing—(hall find doing the will of GOD.

A Jhort account, of Ann' Nichols, of Wigan, in

LancaJJure.

[Written by a Friend.]

ANN NICHOLS was a fpotlefs pattern of Chriftian

perfection. From the time flic experienced this

blefling,
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blefling, (he never loft a fenfe of it for a moment. The
cafe was the fame in her juftification. She walked under
a true fenfe of her acceptance every moment till (he was
fan&ified. A clearer witnefs of the doarines taught by
the Methodifts I never knew : the fame is generally believ-
ed by our friends who knew her. Her life was chafte and
fpotlefs, conftantly difplaying the length, and breadth, the
depth and height of the love of Jefus. When fhe was on
her death-bed, fhe clafped htr arms round her nurfe's neck,
and faid, with all the ftrength fhe had, " The work of my
falvation is finifhed ! I can neither doubt nor fear ; for

Jefus is now with me !" She departed this life, Dee. 15,

1786, and in the 31ft year of her age.

AJhort account of the death of Mr. Thomas Lee : in a letter

to iht Rev. John Wcjley : written by Mis. Lee.

Rev. Sirt

MY dear hufband's laft illnefs began with a .pain in his

foot, which foon went up into his leg. When he

mentioned it, we thought it was the rheumatifm, and applied

many things to warm it. By thefe means it feemingly got

better. After fome time it afcended into his thigh, and be-

came very exquifite. On the morning before he died, the

violence of the pain abated a little. But in the afternoon,

it grew worfe again : yet he had no apprehenfion of his

death.

The evening before he died, he expreffed great refigna-

tion to the will of the Lord: though, as he faid, the pains

drank up his fpirits. He faid, " I am the Lord's ; and I

feel that I am united to him : and I know I (hall be with

him for ever!"

He" preached twice the Sunday before he died
;
although

he went to the preaching-houfe on crutches, and fat all the

time he preached. His firft text that day was, " All flefh

is as grafs, and the glory thereof is as the flower of the grafs

:

the
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\he grafs withereth, the flower thereof fadeth away. But

the word of the Lord endureth for ever ; and this is the

word, which by the gofpel is preached unto you." His lafl

text was, " Surely I know that it fliall be well with them

that fear the Lord," &c. In this fermon, he faid, " perhaps

this will be my laft fermon :" and truly the power of the

Lord was folemnly felt by moft prefent. And as if he faw

his end was near, he gave out a funeral hymn. And when
he came to thofe words,

" By faith we already behold

That lovely J&rufalem here
;

Her walls are of jafper and gold,

As cryftal her buildings are clear,"

he feemed to be quite tranfported at the thought of meeting

Jefus.

The night in which he died, I went to bed as ufual. But
before I flept, the pain flew up to his heart. On this I

arofe, and called in Gtorge, EJknck. We raifed him up,

and put fomething in his mouth, which came out again. He
was fo fenfible as to take my handkerchief to wipe it up.

We laid him down again. He fobbed feveral times, look-

ed lip once and fmiied; clofed his eyes, and gently fell afleep.

A few months before, he told me he had never fuch a

view of GOD's love towards him, as he had that morning
in pr.iyer. The following words were then made a great

ble fling to him: " Fear not, for I have redeemed thee : I

have called thee by thy name : thou art mine." From that

time, I believe he never had a fliadow of doubt on his mind,

concerning his eternal welfare.

I am, Rev. Sir, yours affectionately,

MARY LEE,

Bolton, Sept. 9j 1786,

Afnort
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AJliort account of a Yorkihire man, who dug a pit Jot his

wife andfell into it himfelf : by Mr. J. F. of Leeds.

Leeds, May £, 1786.

i C A FEW weeks ago, a man in this neighbourhood, who
was weary of his wife, after buying a piece of beef,

and rubbing it well over with arfenic, ordered her to roaft

it for dinner. While it was roafting, the woman was taken

fo ill, that though he prefled her much, me could not eat

a morfel of it : and he making fome excufe for not eating of

it himfelf, it was put by for the next day.

But the next day he brought home fome fifh, and ordered

his wife to drefs them for his dinner. This being done, he

fat down and ate heartily. But before he had done, he was

taken very ill. On afking his wife what fhe had fryed the

fifth with ? fhe faid, " with the drippings of the beef I roafted

yefterday." On hearing this he cried out, "Then 1 am a dead

man !" Then throwing down his knife and fork, he confef-

led what he had done, and died in about two hours !"

(Who that reads this account can help admiring, on the

one hand, the providence of GOD, in preferving the life

of this injured woman ? and, on the other, his juftice, in

caufing the very evil to fall on the head of this hard-hearted

Tinner^ which he fo cruelly intended fhould fall on his wife?)

Poetry*

0» CHARITY.

FAIREST and foremofl of the train that wait

On man's moll dignified and happiefl: (late,

Whether we name thee Charity or Love,

Chief grace. below, and all in all above;

Come
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tci^e, prompt rne with benevolent denies,

Teach me to kindle at thy gentle fires;

And though difgrac'd and flighted, to redeem

A poet's name, by making thee her theme,

GOD working ever cn a fecial plan,

By various ties attaches man to man:

He made at firft, though free and unconfih'cJ,

One man the common father of the kind;

That every tribe, though plac'd as he fees heft,

Where feas or defarts part them from the reft,

DifFring in language, manners, or in face,

Might feel themfelves allied to all the race.

Again, the band of commerce was defign'd

T' aflociate all the branches of mankind;

And if a boundlefs plenty be the robe,

Trade is the golden girdle of the globe:

Wife to promote whatever end he means,
-

COD opens fruitful nature's various fcenes:

Each climate needs what other climes produce.

And offers fomething to the general ufe:

No land but liftens to the common call,

And in return receives fupply from all:

This genial intercourfe and mutual aid,

Cheers what were elfe an univerfal (hade j

Calls nature from her icy-mantled den,

And foftens human rock-work into men.

Ingenious art with her expreflive face

Steps forth to fafhion and refine the race;

Not only fills neeeflity's demands,

But overcharges her capacious hands:

Capricious tafte itfelf can crave no more,

Than ihe fupplies from her abounding (lore

!

She ftrikes out all that luxury can afk,

And gains new vigour at her endlefs taflc.

Vol. II. U Herr
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Here is the fpacious arch, the Ihapely 'fpir

The painter's pencil, and the poet's lyre:

From her the canvas borrows light and (hade,

And verfe more lafting, hues that never fade.

She guides the finger e'er the dancing keys,

Gives difficulty all the grace of eafe,

And pours a torrent of Tweet notes around,

FaH as the thirftiirg ear cern- drink the found,

Thefe are the gifts of art, and art thrives mofir

Where commerce has enrich'd the bufy coaft:

He catches all improvements in his flight,

Spreads foreign wonders in his country's fight;

Imports what others have invented well,

And ftirs his own to match them, or excel.

'Tis thus reciprocating each with each,

Alternately the nations learn and teach *

While Providence enjoins to every foul

An union with the vail terraqueous whole.

But ah! what wifh can profper, or what praye;',

For merchants rich in cargoes of defpair,

Who drive a loathforne traffic, gage and fpan,

And buy the mufcles and the bones of man ?

The tender ties of father, hufband, friend,

All bonds of nature rn that moment end,

And each endures, while yet he draws his breath,

A ftroke as fatal as the fcythe of death.

The fable warrior, frantic with regret

Of her he loves, and never can forget,

Lofes in tears the far-receding more

;

But not the thought that they mufHneet no more:

Depriv'd of her and freedom at a blow,

WT
hat has he left that he can yet forego ?

Yes, to deep fadnefs fullenly refign'd,

He feels his body's bondage in his mind,

Puts off his generous feelings, and to fuit

His manners to his fate, puts on the brute.

Some
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Some men make gain a fountain, whence proceeds

A ftream of lib'ral and heroic deeds :

The fvvell of pity, not to be connVd

Within the fcanty limits Gf the mind,

Difdains the bank, and throws the golden fand«,

A rich depofit, on the bordering lands.

Thefe have an ear for kis paternal call,

Who makes fome rich for the fupply of all,

GOD's gift with pleafure in his praife employ,

And Thornton is familiar with the joy.

O could I worfhip aught beneath the fkies,

That earth hath feen, or fancy can devife, . .

Thine altar, facred liberty, fhould ftand,

Built by no mercenary, vulgar hand;

With fragrant turf, and flowers as wild and fair

As ever dreft a bank, or fcented fummer-air.

Daily, as ever on the mountain's height

The deep of morning fhed a dawning light-

Again, when evening in her fober veft

Drew the gray curtain of the fading weft;

My foul fhould yield thee willing thanks and praife

For the chief bleflings of my faireft days.

But that were facrilege—praife is not thine,

But his who gave thee, and preferves thee mine:

Elfe I would fay (and as I fpeak, bid fly

A captive bird into the boundlefs fky)

Th' United States adore thee—thou art come

From Sparta hither, and art here at home.

We feel thy force ftill a&ive, at this hour

Enjoy immunity from prieftly power;

While confeience, happier th-an in ancient years,

Owns no fuperior but the GOD fhe fears.

True charity, a plant divinely nurs'd,

Fed by the love from which it rofe at firft,

Thrives againft hope, and in the rudeft fcene;

Storms but enliven its unfading green.

ExubVant
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Exub'rant.is the fhadow it fupplies,

Its fruit on earth, its growth above the flues*

To look at him who form'd us, and redeem'd,

So glorious now, though once fo difefteem'd;

To fee a GOD frretch forth a human hand

T' uphold the boundlefs fcenes of his command

;

To recollect that in a form like our's,

He bruis'd beneath his feet th' infernal powers,

Captivity led captive rofe to claim

The wreath he won fo dearly, in our name

;

That thron'd above all height, he condefcends

To call the few that trull in him his friends;

That in the heaven of heavens, that fpace he deems

Too fcanty for th' exertion of his beams,

And mines as if impatient to beftow

Life and a kingdom upon worms below:—
That fight imparts a never dying flame,

Though feeble in degree, in kind the fame.

Like him, the foul thus kindl'd from above,

Spreads wide her arms of univerfal love,

And Hill enlarg'd as (lie receives the grace,

Includes creation in her clofe embrace.

Behold a Chriftian—and without the fires

The founder of that name alone infpires,

Though all accomplifhments, all knowledge meet,

To make the mining prodigy complete,

Whoever boafts that name, behold a cheat.

Thus have I fought to grace a ferious lay

With many a wild indeed, but flowery fpray;

In hopes to gain what e!fe I muff have lofl,

Th' attention pleafure has fo much engiofs'd.

But il" unhappily, deceiv'd I dream,

And prove too weak for fo divine a theme,

Let Charity forgive me a miflake,

That zeal, not vanity, has chane'd to make,

And fpare the poet for the fubjccTs fake.

THE
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Arminian Magazine,

For APRIL 1790.

COD's Love to Mankind. Manifefled by difprovin*

his Abfolutc Decree for their Damnation,

[Concludedfrom Page 112.]

TH E fear of hell alfo is a ftrong curb to hold men in

from impiety ;
" and therefore," faith one, " GOD

" hath planted in -men a fear of vengeance, that by it, as

" the (hip by the rudder, the foul may be prefently turned

" afide from any rocks, gulphs, or quickfands of fin, when
" it is near them ; and may ftcer its courfe another way."

For this caufe, the fear of GOD, and abftaining from evil,

are often joined together in fcripture, Job. i. 1. Exod. i.17.

And the want of this fear is made the root of all licentiouf-

nefs in finning, Gen. xx, 11.

The fecond branch of this reafon is, that by the abfolutc

decree, hope and fear are taken away. For hope is pro-

perly exercifed about fome good thing, which may be ob-

tained ; not which mull be obtained of neeeiTity : and the

object ot fear, is an evil that may be efcaped. For fear is

a fleeing from evil
;
and, therefore, fuppofeth the evil to be

avoidable : for no man will flee from an evil that cannot be

prevented, but will yield up himfelf to it, as Cafar did his

body to the murderers in the fenate-houfe. Now. by this

decree, heaven and hell are not objects polhble, but neccf-

fary. Heaven (hall unavoidably be obtained by thofc that

-arc
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are elecled, and hell mud as certainly be endured by thofe

that are reprobated. For men have no power to alter their

eternal eftates : all men by this decree are precifely deter-

mined to one {rate, to neceffary falvation or neceffary dam-
nation, without any power or liberty to choofe whether.

And from hence this conclufion is clear, that the abfolute

decree taketh away the chiefeft inducements to holinefs, and

determents from wickednefs ; and consequently hindereth

godly life exceedingly.

The injurioufnefs of this do&rine to a godly life may fur-

ther appear by thefe confederations that follow, one depend-

ing upon another.

1. Abfolute and peremptory decrees are inevitable, what-

ever the things be, about which they are exercifed : and

men's everlaft ing ftates, if they be abfolutely determined, are

altogether undeclinable. The law of deftin) is undeclinable.

And the reafon is, becaufe it hath an inevitable caufe, the

adamantine decrees of Almighty GOD, which are undecli-

nable two ways,

1. Irreversible, liable to no repeal (as the flatutes are
t

which are made in our parliments) but far more unaltera-

ble than the laws of the Medes and Perfians. As I have fpo-

ken, Jo will I bring it to paf.s : 1 have purpofed and I will

do it, Ifaiah xlvi. n. Men many times recall their words,

becaufe they utter things rafhly ; and repeal their ftatutes and

ordinances, becaufe they fee fome inconvenience in them,

which they could not forefee : but GOD never calleth in

his decrees, becaufe they are all made in infinite wifdom.

2. Irrefiflible. It lies not in the power of any creature

to difannul them. Who hath rejijled his will? Rom. ix. 19.

Our GOD is in heaven, he doth whatfoever he will, Pf. cxv. 3.

Whatfoever is once concluded by his abfolute will, is no

ways alterable by the will of man. It is as pofiible for a

man to hinder the rifing of the fun, or to flay his courfe in

the heavens ; to flop the revolutions of the year, and over-

turn the whole courfe of nature, as to make the leaft change

in any of GOD's abfolute decrees.

II. Men's
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II. Men's anions about ends and things, determined by

an abfolute decree, are vain and fruitlefs ; becaufe they can-

not make them otherwife than they are determined to be.

It is abfolutely decreed, the devils mail be damned : were it

not a fruitlefs thing in them by prayers, tears, and endea-

vours, to feek to alter it ? It is alfo limply decreed, that the

foul of man mail be immortal : is it not a labour in vain,

for any man to ufe means that his foul may be annihilated?

It is ordained, that the fun fhall rule the day, and the moon

the night; that the one fhall finifh his proper courfe in a

year, the other in a month : would not a man's endeavour

to make an alteration in thefe things, be unprofitable and ri-

diculous ? Without doubt it would : fo likewife, in vain

do men labour to obtain everlafting life, and avoid eternal

death, if there be no power and liberty in their hands to

chufe life or death, but they muft of neceffity take that

which is afligned them, be it life or death. For by their

labour they effect juft nothing : if they be abfolutely appoint-

ed to deftrucl:ion ; their hearing, reading, praying, and mourn-

ing for their fins," cannot poffibly procure their falvation ;

damned they muft be. And if they are abfolutely ordained

to falvation ; their neglect of holy duties, their ignorance,

their love of pleafures, and continuance in a courfe of un-

godlinefs, cannot bring them to damnation
;
they muft be

faved. If fo many fouls in a congregation be in this manner

decreed to heaven or hell ; the minifter preacheth in vain,

and the people hear in vain : for there cannot one foul be fa-

ved by all his or their pains, which is ordained to hell ; nor

one foul be caft away by his or their negligence, which is

appointed to heaven.

III. Men are not willing to be employed in fruitlefs acti-

ons, if they know it.

/ fo run, faith St. Paul, 1 Cor. ix. 26, 27. not as uncer-

tainly ; fo fight I, not as one that beateth the air : but I

keep under my body, and bring it intofukjeclion ; left that by

any means, when I have preached to others, I myftlf Jkould

be a cafl-away. The meaning is, I endeavour to keep GOD'S
commandments; I fight with the temptations of the devil,

the-
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the allurements of the world, and mine own corruptions; I

keep my body low by watchings and fallings, and other ex-

ercifes of holy discipline. But, do I all this at random ? un-

certain whether I {hall obtain any good, or prevent anv mif-

chief hereby ? No ; but I do this, as one that is fure that by
fo doing I mall attain everlafting life; and without fo doing,

I cannot avoid eternal death : intimating in thefe words the

common difpofition of men, which is to labour, where fome
proportionable good is to be gotten, or evil prevented

;

otherwife to fpare their heads and hands too.

To be employed in fruitlefs affairs, is both a folly and a

mifery.

1. Afolly : for no man vfith deliberation about things nc-

crffary, faith the philofopher. And our Saviour, fpeaking

of things above our power, faith to his difciples, Matt,

vh 27. Luke xii, 26. Why take ye thought about fuch things ?

which is as much as if he had faid, it is an argument of fol-

ly in you to trouble yourfelves about fuch things as lie not

in your power.

2. It is a mifery in the opinions of all men, as the fable of

Sifyphus implieth, who (as the poets feign) is punifhed in

hell with the rolling oi a great ftone to the top of a fteep hill,

where it cannot reft; but prefently tumbles down again.

The moral of that fable is, that it is a torment, and a

torment fit for hell, for a man to be fet about any work that

is fruitlefs and in vain. Men will rather be exercifed in high

and hard employments that produce proportionable ends,

than pick ftraws, play with feathers, or, with Domitian,

fpend their time in killing flies, or do any other eafy work,

which endeth in nothing but air and emptinefs. And, there-

fore, when Balaam onceJaw that the Lord hadfully deter-

mined to hlefs Ifrael, he gave over, and fet no more enchant-

ments. And reafon teacheth every man to do the like. If

any man were fully poffeffed with a perfuafion, that his tem-

poral eftate was determined in heaven, and that he mould

be worth juft fo much, neither more nor lefs ; he would con-

clude, that his care and pains could nothing profit him, nor

his idlenefs impoverilh him, and fo would quickly be per-

fuaded
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fuaded to take his eafe. And were it evident, that every

common -wealth had a condition appointed for it which

could not be altered, and a fatal period which could not be

avoided ; then would the ftate make no laws and ordinances

tor the preventing of its ruin, or the procuring of its prof-

perity or continuance.

There are three things which are ufually anfvvered.

Firft, That many of them who believe this dochine, are

holy and good men. I confefs it : but it is no thanks to

their opinion that they are fo (the true and natural genius of

which is to beget floth, and to countenance men in carnal li-

berty :) but either to GOD's providence (who will not fuf-

fer this doclrine for his own glory's fake and the good of

men, to have any great ftroke in their lives ;) or to men's

incogitancy, who think not of reducing it to praclice, and

drawing conclufions out of it, but reft in the naked Specula-

tion of it, as they do of many others : or laftly, to fome

good practical conclufions which they meet with in the word

of GOD, fuch as, Be ye holy, as I am holy—Without holi-

hefs no man JJiallfee GOD—If ye conj'ent and obey, ye fall
tat the good things of the land— Gcdlinefs hath the promifes

of this life, and ofthe life to come. And hence we may learn

to meafure this opinion, not by the lives of fome few of the

men that hold it, but by the natural confequences of it. No
man that hath thoroughly fucked it in, and underftandeth

the force of it, but will either quite relinquifh it, or live accord-

ing to the natural appointment of it, that is, hcentioufly.

Secondly, it is faid, that albeit this doctrine teach, That

men are abfolutely elected, or absolutely reprobated : yet

1. It tells no man who in particular is elected, who te-

jefted.

2. It teacheth that men muft get the knowledge of their

declion by good works, and fo doth rather encourage, thai*

ftifle, honeft endeavours.

For anfwer to the fh ft of thefe : The ignorance of a man's

particular ftate doth not alter the caufe a jot : for he that be-

;ieveth in general, that many, and they the greatell compa-

ny without comparifon, are inevitably ordained to deftrucli-

Vol. IL X on,
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on, and a few to falvation, is able out of thefe two gencr?!

proportions, to make thefe particular conclufions ; either I

am abfolutely chofen to grace and glory, or abfolutely cafi:

off from both. If I be chofen, I muft of neceffity believe,

and be faved ; if I be call off, I mufl as neceflarily not be-

lieve, and be damned.

What need I, therefore, take thought either way about

means or end ? My end is fixed in heaven, and the means

too
;
my final perfeverance in faith, and my falvation ; or

my continuance in unbelief, and my damnation. If I lie

under this neceffity of believing and being faved, or of dy-

ing in unbelief and being damned : in vain do I trouble my-

felt about means or end ; I may take mine eafe, and fo I

will : it is enough for me to fit down, and wait what GOD
will do unto me, " Thus Tiberius," fays Suetonius, " was the

" more negligent in religion, becaufe he was fully per-

" fuaded, that all things came to pafs by defliny." And i£

this manner (it is to be feared) do too many reafon in their

hearts, and on this very ground (though they will not per-

haps acknowledge it) encourage themfelves in prbfanenefc.

To the fecond, I anfwer, that men ordinarily will not

think the getting the knowledge of their election (if that be

all) worth all thofe painful duties of religion that are to be

performed, and all thofe fweet and pleafing fins which are

to be relinquifhed
;
they will reft contented without it ioi

a while, rather than pay fo dearly for it : and the rather, be-

caufe

1. When they have gotten it, it is iii mod but a weak and

conjectural knowledge, obfeured with many clouds and un-

certainties.

2. It mufl be maintained with a great deal of pains and

care, or elfe it will be loft again. To the retaining of it,

is required a continual endeavour to keep a clear confciencCj

which is irkfome and tedious. Men, therefore, had need

of a llronger motive to obedience than this is, or elfe they

will do nothing.

Thirdly,
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Thirdly, they that defend and teach abfolute reprobation,

hy they, do earneflly exhort men to good works, and deny-

that any can be faved except they Jive honeflly.

So much was a]fo faid in the behalf of Epicurus, viz.

:s That he denied that any man that lived net honeflly, could

live pleafantly." But Tully anfwercd roundly :
" As if I

r cared what he afhrmeth or denieth: this I afk, what is meet

u for him to fay, whoplaceth happinefs in p!eafurc?
:

' And
fo it mattereth not what thefe men teach, but what they

iliould teach, if they will fpeak confidently with their own

,.conc!ufions.

I come now to my laft reafen again ft abfolute reprobati-

on, drawn from the uncomfortahltnefs of it. It is a doctrine

full of defperation : and, therefore, can be no doclrine of

GOD's word : for that is good news to men, a florehoufe

of fweet confolations for us in our bell and word conditions.

Thft things were written, faith the apoftle, That by patience

and comfort- ofthefaiptures, we might have hope, Rom. xv. 4.

implying, that therefore was the Word written, and left to

the church, that by the comforts ccmprifed in it, thofe poor

fouls that look towards heaven, might 'never want, in any

changes of this mortal life, a fwcet gale of hepe to rcfrelh

ihem, and to carry on their fttip towards the haven.

This do&rine leadeth many into temptation, and into fuch

an one, as is as (harp and dangerous as any the tempter hath.

The devil can eafilv perfuade a man. that maketh abfolute

reprobation a part of his creed, that he is one of thofe abfo-

lute reprobates ; becaufe there are far more abfolute repro-

bates, even a hundred for one, than abfolute chofen ones :

and a man hath a great deal more reafon to think, that he is

one of the mod, than one of the fewefl ; one of the huge

multitude of inevitable caft-a-ways, than one of that

little flock for whom GOD hath precifely prepared a king-

dom. Such a man is not only capable of, but framed and

iafhioned by his opinion for this fuggeftion ; which is a ve-

ry fore one, if we may believe Calvin, Bucer, and Zan-

ikius* '.

.

.'
'

.

Calvw
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Calvin telleth us, that " the devil cannot affault a believer

If
with a temptation more dangerous." And a little after he

faith, that " it is fo much the deadlier, by how much com-
" moner it is than any other. So ordinary is this temptation,

" that he who is at all times free from it, is a rare man
[we are to conceive, that he fpeaketh of thole who boldab-

folute reprobation] " and fo dangerous it is, that if it get

" ftrength, he who is under it, is either miferably torment-

" ed, or mightily afconiihed." And a little after he faith

again :
" He that will not wreck his foul, mull avoid this,

" rock."

Bucer alio faith, " This doubt, whether we be predeftinate
te or no, mull be repelled, as the head of every pernicious.

V temptation: for he that doubteth of this, cannot believe

** that he is called or juftifled, that is, he cannot be a chiiftU

" an. Every man, therefore, muff prefume upon it, as a

V principle of his faith, that he is elected." And this very

fpeech of Bucer' s, Zanchius make-th ufe of to the fame pur-

pofe.

We fee, then, by thefe teflimonies, that this temptation

is very dangerous and ordinary too, to fuch as think there

are abfolutc reprobates.

This truth will further appear by the example of Petrus

llefuanus, a fchool-mafler in Hungary who going to hang

Iiimfelf, fignificd in a writing, which he left in his fludy, the

true caufeof that his unnatural a£L In that writing he deliver-

ed thefe three things :

1. That he was of £ahin\ and St. Auflins opinion, that

men are not dealt with according to their zvorfo, good or evil;

but there are more hidden caufes of men's eternal con-

ditions.

2. That he was one of that woful company of abfolute re-

probates, a vrjfd prepared to dijhcnour ; and that, therefore,

though his life had been none of the worll,he couid not pofhr

bly be faved.

3. That being unable to bear thofe dreadful apprehenfions

of wrath, he hanged himfelf. Thefe are fome of his laft

words
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words there recorded: " I go to thofe infernal lakes, an eier-

w nal reproach to my country. I commend you to GOD,
" whofe mercy is denied to me."

End ofthe Abfolule Decree cf Damnation diffroved:

SERMON XVL

On 1 Corinthians xii. 31,

Covet earnflly the heft gifts; and yet Ifliezv unto you a more

excellent way,

if. TN the preceding verfes St. Paul has been fpeaking

JL of the extraordinary gitts of the Holy Gholl: fuch

as healing the lick, prophefying in the proper fenfe of the

word, that is, foretelling things to come, fpeaking with

flrange tongues, fuch as the fpeaker had never learned, and

the miraculous interpretation of tongues. And thefe gifts the

apollle allows to be defirable : yea, he exhorts the Corin-

thians, at lead the teachers among them (to whom chiefly,

if not folely, they were wont to be given in the firft age*

of the church) to covet them earnefly, that thereby thev

might be qualified to be more ufeful either to chrillians or

heathens. And yet, fays he, /Jhem unto you a more excel-

lent way, far more defirable than all thefe put together: in-

afmuch as it will infallibly lead you to happir.cfs, both in

this world and in the world to come: whereas you might

have ail thofe gifts, yea, in the highefl degree, and yet be

miferable both in time and eternity.

2. It does not appear, that thefe extraordinary gifts of

the Holy Ghoft were common in the church for more than

two or three centuries. We feldom hear of them after

that fatal period, when the emperor Conjlantine called himfelf

z chriilian; and from a vain imagination of promoting the

chriliiajp
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chriftian caufe thereby, heaped riches, and power, and ho-

nour, upon chriftians in general; but in particular, upon the

chriftian clergy. From this time, they almoft totally ceafed;

very few inftances of the kind were found. The caufe of

this was not (as has been vulgarly fuppofed) " becaufe there

was no more occafion for them;" becaufe all the world was

become chriftians. This is a miferable miftake: not a

twentieth part of it was then even nominally chriftians.

The real caufe was, tfte love of many, almoft of all chrifti-

ans, fo called, was waxed cold. The chriftians had no

more of the Spirit of Chrift than the other heathens. The
Son of man, when he came to examine his church, could

hardly fadfaith upon earth. This was the real caufe, why
the extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghoft were no longer

to be found in the chriftian church; becaufe the chriftians

were turned heathens again, and had only a dead form left.

3. However I would not at prefent fpeak of thefe, ol

the extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghoft, but of the ordi-

nary : and thefe likewife we may covet earnejlly y in order

to be more ufeful in our generation. With this view we

may covet " the gift of convincing fpeech," in order to

" found the unbelieving heart-/' and the gift of perfuafio?:

to move the affections, as well as enlighten the underftand-

ing. We may covet knowledge, both of the word and of

the works of GOD, whether of providence or grace. We
may defire a meafure of that faith, which on particular oc-

cations, wherein the glory of GOD, or the happinefs of

men is nearly concerned, goes far beyond the power of

natural caufes. We may defire an eafy elocution, a plea-

ling addrefs, with refignation to the will of our Lord; yea,

whatever would enable us, as we have opportunity, to

be ufeful wherever we are. Thefe gifts we may innocent-

ly defire: but there is a more excellent way.

4. The way of love, of loving all men for GOD's fake,

of humble, gentle, patient love, is that which the apoflle fo

admirably defcribes in the enfuing chapter. And without

this, he allures us, all eloquence, all knowledge, all faith,

all works, and all fufferings, are of no more value in the

fight
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f;glit of GOD, than founding brafs or a rumbling fymbal:

and are not of the leaft avail, toward our eternal falvation.

Without this, all we know, all we believe, all we do, all

we fuffer, will profit us nothing in the great day of account.

5. But at prefent I would take a different view of the

text, and point out a more excellent way in another fenfe.

It is the obfervation ol an ancient writer, that there have

been from the beginning two orders of chriflians. The
one lived an innocent life, conforming in all things not

finful, to the cuftoms and fafhions of the world, doing ma-

ny good works, abftaining from grofs evils, and attending

the ordinances of GOD. They endeavoured in general to

have a confcience void of offence in their outward behavi-

our, but did not aim at any particular ftrictnefs, being in

moll things like their neighbours. The other fort of chrif-

tians not only abitained from all appearance of evil, were

Jealous of good works in every kind, and attended all the

ordinances of GOD; but likewife ufed all diligence to at-

tain the whole mind that was in Chrirr, and laboured to

walk in every point, as their beloved Mailer. In order to

this, they walked in a conffant courfe of univerfal felf-denial,

trampling on every pleafure which they were not divinely

confeious prepared them for taking pleafure in GOD. They
took up their crofs daily. They ftrove, they agnized with-

out intermiffion, to enter in at the {trait gate. This one thing

they did; they fpared no pains to arrive at the fummit of chrif-

flicin holinefs : leaving thefirjlprinciples of the doclrine ofChrijl,

to go on to perfeclion : to know all that love of GOD which

pajftth knowledge, and to befilled with all thefulnefs ofGOD,
6. From long experience and obfervation I am inclined

to think, that whoever finds redemption in the blood of

Jefus, whoever is jullifled, has then the choice of walking

in the higher or the lower path. I believe, the Koiy Spi-

rit at that time fets before him the more excellent way.

and incites him to walk therein, to chufe the narroweil

path in the narrow way, to afpire after the heights a::.i

depths of holinefs, after the entire image of GOD. But
if he does not accept this offer, he infenfibly declines into

(he
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the lower order of chriftians, He ftill goes on In what

may be called a good way, ferving GOD in his degree,

and finds mercy in the clofe of life, through the blood

of the covenant.

7. I would be far from quenching the fmoaking flax,

from difcouraging thofe that ferve GOD in a low degree*

But I would not wifh them to flop here: I would encou-

rage them to come up higher: without thundering hell and

damnation in their ears, without condemning the way where*

in they were, telling them it is the way that leads to de-*

ftru&ion. I will endeavour to point out to them, what U
in every refpetf. a more excellent way.

8. Let it be well remembered, I do not affirm, that all

who do not walk in this way, are in the high road to hell*

But thus much I muft affirm, they will not have fo high a

place, in heaven, as they would have had, if they had cho*

fen the better part: and will this be a fmall lofs? The hav-

ing fo many fewer flars in your crown of glory! Will it be

a little thing to have a lower place than you might have had

in the kingdom of your Father? Certainly there will be no

forrow in heaven: there all tears will be wiped from our

eyes. But if it were poffible grief could enter there, we!

mould grieve at that irreparable lofs! Irreparable then, but

not now ! Now by the grace of GOD, we may chufe the

more excellent way. Let us now compare this in a lev?

particulars, with the way wherein molt chrifiians walk.

I. To begin at the beginning of the day. It is the man-

ner of the generality of chrifiians, if they are not obliged

to work for their living, to rife, particularly in winter, at

eight or nine in the morning, after having lain in bed. eight

or nine, if not more hours. I do not fay now (as I Ihc ila

have been very apt to do fifty years ago) that all who in-

dulge themfclves in this manner, are in the way to helL

But neither can I fay, they are in the way to heaven, de-

nying themfelvcs, and taking up their crofs daily. Sure I

am, there is a more excellent way, to promote health both

of body and mind. From an observation of more than

fixty years, I have learnt, that men in health require at

an
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-£ri average, from fix to feven hours' fleep ; and healthy wo-

men a little more, from feven to eight, in four and twenty

hours. I know this quantity of fleep to be mod advanta-

geous to the body as well as the foul. It is preferable to

any medicine which I have known, both for preventing and

removing nervous diforders. It is therefore undoubtedly

the moft excellent way, in defiance of fafhfon and cuftom,

to take ju ft fo much fteep, as experience proves our nature

to require : feeing this is indifputably moft conducive both

to bodily and fpiritual health. And why mould not you

walk in this way ? Becaufe it is difficult ? Nay, with men
it is imporTible. But all things are poflible with GOD ; and

by his grace, all things will be poffible to you. Only con-

tinue inftant in prayer, and you will find this, not only pof-

fible, but eafy : yea, and it will be far eafier, to rife early

conftanrly, than to do it fometimes. But then you muft be-

gin at the right end, if you will rife early, you muft fleep

early. Impofe it upon yourfelf, unlefs when fomething ex-

traordinary occurs, to go to bed at a fixed hour. Then, ihe

difficulty of it will be foon over ; but the advantage of it

will remain forever.

II. The generality of chriftians as foon as they rife, are

accuftomedto ufefome kind ofprayer : and probably to ufethe

fame form ftill, which they learned when they were eight

or ten years old. Now I do not condemn thofe who pro-

ceed 'thus, (though many do,) as mocking GOD
;
though

they have ufed the fame form without any variation, tor

twenty orthiriy years together. But furely there is a more
excellent way ofordering our private devotions. What if you
were to follow the advice given by that great and good man,
Mr. Law, on this fubjeel ? Confider both your outward and

inward Hate, and vary your prayers accordingly. For in-

ftance : fuppofe your outward ftate is profperous : fuppofe

you are in a ftate of health, eafe and plenty, having your
lot call among kind relations, good neighbours, and agreea-

ble friends, that love you, and you them : then your out-

ward ftate manifeftly calls for piaife and thankfgiving to

GOD. On the other hand, if you are in a ftate of adver-

Vol. II. Y flty;
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fity ; if GOD has laid trouble upon your loins ; if you arc

in poverty, in want, in outward diftrefs ; if you are in any

imminent danger; if you are in pain and ficknefs : then you

are clearly called to pour out your foul before GOD, in fuch

prayer as is fuited to your circumftances. In like manner

you may fuit your devotions to your inward Hate, the prefent

ftate of your mind. Is your foul in heavinefs, either from

a fenfe ol fin, or through manifold temptations? then let your

prayer con fi ft of fuch confeflions, petitions, and fupphcati-

ons, .as are agreeable to your diftrefled fituation of mind.

On the contrary, is your foul in peace ? Are you rejoicing

in GOD? are his confolations not fmall with you? Then
fay with the pfalmift, Thou art my GOD, and I will thank

thee; thou art my GOD, and I will praife thee* You may
Jikewife when you have time, add to your other devotions,

a little reading and meditation : and perhaps a pfalm of

praife, the natural effufion of a thankful heart. You mult

certainly fee, that this is a more excellent way than the poor,

dry form which you ufed before*

III. 1. The generality of chrifiians, after ufing fomc

prayer, ufually apply themfelves to the bujinefs of their call-

ing. Every man that has any pretence to be a chriftian,

will not fail to do this : feeing it is impoflible that an

idle man can be a good man : floth being inconfifteat with

religion. But with what view ? For what end do you un-

dertake and follow your worldly bufmefs ? " To provide

things neceffary for myfelf and my family." It is a good

anfwer, as far as it goes ; but it does not go far enough.

For a Turk or a heathen goes fo far ; does his work lor the

very fame ends. But a chriftian may go abundantly farther

;

his end in all his labour is, to pleafe GOD ; to do, not his

own will, but the will of him that fent him into the world,

for this very purpofe, to do the will of GOD on earth, as

angels do in heaven. He works for eternity. He labour

s

t

notfor the meat that perijketk : this is the fmalleft part of his

motive ; butfor that which endureth to everlafiing life. And
is not this a more excellent way?

2. Again.
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2. Again. In what manner do you tranfaft your worldly

bufinefs ? I truft, with diligence ; whatever your hand find-

eth to do, doing it with your might : in juftice, rendering

to all their due, in every circumftance of life : yea, and in

mercy, doing unto every man, what you would, he mould

do unto you. This is well : but a chriftian is called to go

ftill farther ; to add piety to juftice ; to intermix prayer,

efpecially the prayer of the heart, with all the labour of his

hands. Without this, all his diligence and juftice only fhew

him to be an honeft heathen ; and many there are who pro-

fefs the chriftian religion, that go no farther than hcneft hea-

thenifm.

3. Yet again. In what fpirit do you go through your

bufinefs ? In the fpirit of the world, or the Spirit of Chrift ?

I am afraid thoufands of thofe who are called good chriftian?,

do not underftand the queftion. If you aft in the Spirit of

Chrift, you carry the end you at firft propofed, through all

your work from firft to laft. You do every thing in the fpi-

rit of facrifice, giving up your will to the will of GOD,
and continually aiming, not at eafe, pleafure, or riches, not

at any thing this Ihort-enduring world can give ; but mere-

ly at the glory of GOD. Now can any one deny, that

this is the moft excellent way of purfuing worldly bufinefs ?

IV. 1. But thefe tenements of clay which we bear about

us, require conftant reparation, or they will fink into the

earth from which they were taken, even fooner than na-

ture requires. Daily food is neceflary to prevent this, to

repair the conftant decays of nature. It was comrrlon in

the heathen world, when they were about to ufe this, to

take meat or even drink, hhare pateram Jovi, to pour out

a little to the honour of their god : although the gods of

the heathens were but devils, as the apoftle juftly obferves.

" It feems," fays a late writer, " there was once fome fuch

cuftom as this in our own country. For we ft ill frequent-

ly fee a gentleman before he fits down to dinner in his own
houfe, holding his hat before his face, and perhaps feeming

to fay fomething : though he generally does it in fuch a

manner, that no one can tell, wha the fays," Now what if

inftead
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inftead of this, every head of a family, before he fat dowft

to eat and drink, either morning noon, or night, (for the

r^afon of the tiling is the fa ne at every hour of the dav; was

ferioufly to afk a b'eiTing from GOD, on what he was about

to take : Yea, and afterward, ferioufly to return thanks to

the Giver of all his bieftings. Would not this be a more
excellent way, than to ufe that dull farce, which is worfe

than nothing, being in reality no other than a mockery both,

of GOD and man ?

2. As to the quantify of their food, good fort of men do
not ufually eat to excefs ; at lealt not fo far as to make

themfelves fick with meat, or to intoxicate themfelves with

drink. And as to the manner of taking it, it is ufualiy in*

nocent, mixt with a little mirth, which is faid to help di-

geition. So far, fo good. And provided they take only

that raeafure of plain, cheap, wholefome food, which moft

promotes health of body and mind, there will be no caufe

ttf blame. Neither can I require you to take that advice c£

Mr. Herbert, though he was a good man :

" Take thy meat : think it dull : then cat a bit,

And fay with all, earth to earth I commit."

This is too melancholy : it does not fuit with that cheer*

fulnefs, wliich is highly proper at a chriftian meal. Permit

me to illulir iie this fubje£l with a little ftory. The king of

France one day purfning the chace, outrode all his com«<

pany, who aher feeking him fome time, found him fitting

in a cottage eating bread and cheefe. Seeing them, he

cried out, Where have I lived all my time ? I never before

tailed fc 'good food in my life !
" Sire," faid one of them,

c
' you never had fo goodJauce before ; for you were never

hungry." Now it is true, Hunger is a good fauce : but

there is one that is better Hill; that is, Thankfulnefs. Sure

that is the moll agreeable iood, which is feafoned with this.

And why fhould not yours at every meal ? You need not

then fix your eye on death ; but receive every raorfel as a

pledge ot lite eternal. The Author of your being gives

you ir\ this food, not only a reprieve from death, but an

eame/t
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#arnefl, that in a little time death (hall befwallowed up in

viclory.

V. The time of taking our food is ufually a time of con-

verfation alfo ; as it is natural, to refrefh our minds while

we refrefh our bodies. Let us confider a little, in what

manner the generality of chriftians ufually converfe together.

What are the ordinary fubje£h of their conversion ? If it

is harmlefs (as one would hope it is) if there be nothing i 1

it profane, nothing immodeft, nothing untrue, or unkind :

if there be no tale-bearing, backbiting or evil-fpeaking, they

have reafon to praife GOD for his red raining grace. Fut

there is more than this implied, in ordering our converfuiion

aright. In order to this it is needful, m il, That your com-

munication, that is, difcourfe or converfation, be good, that

it be materially good, on good fubjecls ; not fluttering about

any thing that occurs. For what have you to do with courts

and kings ? It is nof your buhnefs to

•* Fight o'er their wars, reform the ftate,"

unlefs when fome remarkable event calls for the acknow-

ledgment of his juflice or mercy. You miift indeed fomc-

times talk of worldly things ; otherwife we may as well go

out of the world. But it fhould only be fo far as is needful

:

then we mould return to a better fubjeft. Secondly, let

your converfation be to the life cf edifying ; calculated to

edify either the fpeaker, or the hearers, or both ; to build

them up, as each has particular need, either in faith, or love,

or holinefs : Thirdly, fee that it not only gives entertain-

ment, but in one kind or another, minijlers grace to the

htar-rs. Now is not this a more excellent way of convex*

fi'ig, than the harmlefs way above-mentioned ?

VI. One point only remains to be confidered ; that is the

ufe ot money. What is the wry wherein the generality of

chriftians employ this ? and is there not a more excellent

way ?

1. The generality of chriftians ufually fet apart fomething

3'early, perhaps atenih or tven one-eighth part of their in-

come, whether it arife from yearly revenue, or fiom trade,

for
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for charitable ufes. A few I have known, who faid lik*

Zaccheus, u Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor.'*

O that it would pleafe GOD to multiply thofe friends of

mankind, thofe general benefactors ! But,

2. Befides thofe who have a ftated rule, there are thou-

fands who give large fums to the poor : efpecially when any

itriking inftance of diftrefs is reprefented to them in lively

colours.

3. I praife GOD for all of yon who aft in this manner.

May you never be weary of well-doing ! May GOD reftore

what you give feven-fold into your own bofom ! But yet I

ihew unto you a more excellent way.

4. You may confider yourfelf as one in whofe hands the

Proprietor of heaven and earth and all things therein, has

lodged a part of his goods, to be difpofed of according to

his direction. And his direction is, that you fhould look

upon yourfelf as one of a certain numbefr of indigent perfons,

who are to be provided for out of that portion of his goods,

wherewith you are entrufted. You have two advantages

over the reft: the one, that it is more blejfed to give than

to receive ; the other, that you are to ferve yourfelf, firfl

:

and others afterwards. This is the Jight wherein you are to

fee yourfelf and them. But to be more particular, firft, if

you have no family, after you have provided for yourfelf^

give away all that remains : fo that

" Each Chriftmas your accounts may clear,

And wind your bottom round the year."

This was the practice of all the young men at Oxford, who
were called Metkodijls. For example. One of them had

thirty pounds a year. He lived on twenty-eight, and gave

away forty millings. The next year receiving fixty pounds, he

ftill lived on twenty-eight, and gave away two and thirty.

The third year he received ninety pounds, and gave away

fixty-two. The fourth year he received an hundred and-

twenty pounds. Still he lived as before on twenty-eight ;

and gave to the poor ninety-two. Was not this a more ex-

cellent way ? Secondly, if you have a family, ferioufly con-
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•fider before GOD, how much each member of it wants, in

order to have what is needful for life and godlinefs. And

in general, do not allow them lefs, nor much more than you

allow yourfelf. Thirdly, this being done, fix your purpofe,

to " gain no more." I charge you in the name ot GOD,
do not increafe your fubftance 1 as it comes daily or yearly,

fo let it go : otherwife you lay up treafures upon earth.

And this our Lord as flatly forbids, as murder and adultery.

By doing it, therefore, you would treafure up to yourfelves

wrath againjl the day of wrath, and revelation of the righte-

ousjudgment of GOD.

5. But fuppofe it were not forbidden, how can you, on

principles of reafon, fpend your money in a way, which

GOD may poffiblyforgive, inftead of fpending it in a man-

ner which he will certainly reward ? You will have no re-

ward in heaven, for what you lay up : you will, for what

you lay out : every pound you put into the earthly bank, is

funk : it brings no intereft above. But every pound you

give to the poor, is put into the bank of heaven. And it

will bring glorious intereft : yea, and fuch as will be accu-

mulating to all eternity.

6. Who then is a wife man, and endued with knowledge

among you ! Let him refolve this day, this hour, this mo-
ment, the Lord aihfting him, to chufe in all the preceding

particulars the more excellent way : and let him Readily keep

it, both with regard to fleep, prayer, work, food, and con-

verfation : and particularly, with regard to the employment

of that important talent, money. Let your heart anfwer to

the call of GOD, " From this moment, GOD being my
helper, I will lay up no more treafure upon earth : this one

thing I will do, I will lay up treafure in heaven : I will

render unto GOD the things that are GOD's : I will give

kirn all my goods and all my heart."

An
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SUNDAY, July .10. I adminiftered the Lord's fupper at

the Cajiie. At one I expounded at Mr. Fox's, as ufual.

The great power of GOD was. with us, and one who had

be n in defpair feveral years, received a witnefs that (he

was a child of GOD.
Monday tl. Hearing Mr. Whitefield was arrived from

Georgia, I haftened to London; and on Tuefday 12, GOD
gave us once more to take fweet counfel together.

Friday ifii I preached at St. Antholine's.

Saturday 16. One who had examined himfelf by the re*

flections wrote Ocl. 14, made the following obfervations on
the Hate of his own foul.

1. I judge thus of myfelf. But I feel it not. There*

Fore there is in me ftill, the old heart of (tone.

2. I judge thus of happinefs. But I ftill hanker after

creature-happinefs. My foul is almoft continually running

out after one creature or another, and imagining How hap-

py mould I be in fuch or fuch a condition. I have more
pleafure in eating and drinking, and in the company of thofe

I love, than I have in GOD. I have a relifh for earthly

happinefs. I have not a relifh for heavenly. /favour

(
QgovZ ) the things of men, not the things ofGOD. There-

fore there is in me ftill the carnal heart, the Qtpvnp* ru^xos*

3. Ijudge thus of holinefs. But I know it not. I know-

not (by experience) what the life of GOD means. Indeed

I fee neither myfelf, nor happinefs nor holinefs, but by a

natural light, acquired in a natural way, by converfing,

reading and meditation. I have not fpiritual light. I have

not the fupernatural light. I am not taught of GOD*

I fpeciu



THE JOURNAL OF THE REV B. JOHN WESLEY. I77

I fpeculativclv know, what light is ; and I fee the light

of faith, juft as that man fees the light of the fun* on whofe

clofed eyes the fan mines. But I want the Holy Ghoft to

open my eyes, that I may fee all things clearly.

Therefore the eyes of my underllanding are not yet open-

ed , but the old veil is Pill upon my heart.

II. " This is the defign of my life." But a thoufand lit-

tle de Tigris are daily Mealing into my foul. This is my ulti-

mate defign : but intermediate defigns are continually Creeping

in upon me ; defigns (though often difguis'd) of pleafmg my-

felf, of doing my own will
;

defigns wherein, I do not eye

GOD, at leaft, not him fingly.

Therefore, my eye is not yet fingle ; but I am flill of a

double heart.

III. Are my defires new ? Not all. Some are new,

fome old. Not any properly ; but partly new and partly

old. My defires are like my defigns. My great defire is,

To have Chrijlformed in my heart by jaitk. But little de-

fires are daily dealing into my foul. And fo my great hopes

and fears have refpecl: to GOD. But a thoufand little ones

creep in between them.

Again ; my defires, paflions and inclinations in general

are mixt
;
having fomething of Chrift, and fomething of

earth. I love you, for inftance. But my love is only part-

ly fpiritual, and partly natural. Something of my own cleaves

to that which is of GOD. Nor can I divide the earthly

part from the heavenly.

Therefore I am not pure in heart. But herein mani-

feftly appears, that I am not a new creature.

Sunday 17. I preached in the afternoon at IJlington: In

the evening at St. Swithins, for the laft time. Sunday 24.

I preached at Great St. Bartholomew's in the morning, and

at IJlington in the afternoon; where we had the blelTed

facrament every day this week, and were comforted on eve-

ry fide.

Wtdne.fday 27. I preached at BaJhing-JIiaw church : Sun-

day 31. to many thoufands, in St. Georges, Spittle-Fields.

And to a yet more ciouded congregation at Whitechapel,

Vol. II. 2 jn
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in the afternoon, I declared thofe glad tidings (O that they

would know the things which make for their peace!) I will

heal their back/tiding: I will love them freely.

Monday, January 1, 1739. Mr. Hall, Kinchin, Ingham%

Whitcfeld, Hutchins, and my brother Charles, were prefer,

t

at our love-feaft ia Fetter-Lane, with about fixty of our bre-

thren. About three in the morning, as we were continu-

ing inftant in prayer, the power of GOD came mightily up-

on us, infomuch that many cried out for exceeding joy,

and many fell to the ground. As foon as we were recover-

ed a little from that awe and amazement at the prefence of

his majefty, we broke out with one voice. We praife thee 0
COD; we acknowledge thee to be the Lord.

Thurfday 4. One who had had the form of godlinef's many
years, wrote the following reflections:

" My friends affirm / am mad-, becaufe I faid / was not

a chriftian a year ago. I affirm, I am not a chriftian now.

Indeed what I might have been I know not, had I been

faithful to the grace then given, when expecting nothing

Jefs, I received fuch a fenfe of the forgivenefs of my fins,

as till then I never knew. But that I am not a chriftian at

this day, I as ailuredly know, as that Jefus is the Chrift.

" For a chriftian is one who has the fruits of the Spirit of

Chrift, which (to mention no more) are love, peace, joy.

But thefe I have not. I have not any love of GOD. I do

not love either the Father or the Son. Do you afk, how
do I know, whether 1 love GOD ? I anfwer by another

queftion, How do you know, whether you love me ? Why,
as you know, whether you are hot or cold. You feel this

moment, that you do or do not love me. And I feel this

moment, I do not love GOD ; which therefore, I know,

becaufe I feel it. There is no word more proper, more

clear, or more ftrong.

" And I know it alfo by St. John's plain rule, If any

man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For

I love the world. I defire the things of the world, fome or

other of them, and have done all my life. I have always

placed fome part of my happinefs in fome or other of the
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things that are feen. Particularly in meat and drink, and

in the company of thofe I loved. My defire, if not in a

grofs and luftful, yet in a more fubtle and refined manner,

has been almoft continually running out towards this or that

perfon. For many years I have been, yea and ftill am,

hankering after a happinefs, in loving, and being loved by

one or another. And in thefe I have from time to time ta»

ken more plealure than in GOD. Nay I do fo at this day.

I often afk my heart, when I am in company with one that

I love, " do I take more delight in you or in GOD ?" And
cannot but anfwer, in you. For in truth, I do not delight

in GOD at all. Therefore I am fo far from loving GOD
with all my heart, that whatever I love at all, I love more

than GOD. So that all the love I have, is flat idolatry.

" Again; joy in the Holy Ghoft I have not. I have now
and then fome {tarts of joy in GOD : but it is not that joy,

For it is not abiding. Neither is it greater than I have had

on fo*ne worldly occahons. So that I can in no wife be

faid to rejoice evermore; much lefs to rejoice, with joy unfpeak-

able andfall of glory.

" Yet again ; I have not the peace, ofGOD ; that peace,

peculiarly fo called. The peace I have may be eafily ac-

counted for on natural principles. I have health, ftrength,

friends, a competent fortune, and a compofed cheerful tem-

per. Who would not have a fort of peace in fuch circum-

flances? but I have none which can with any truth or pro-

priety be called, a peace which pafleth all underftanding.

From hence I conclude (and let all the faints of the world

hear, that wherein foever they boaft, they may be found

even as I) though I have given, and do give all my goods to

feed the poor, I am not a chriftian. Though I have endu-

red hardfhip, though I have in all things denied myfelf and

taken up my crofs, I am not a chriftian. My works are

nothing, my fufferings are nothing; I have not the fruits- of the

Spirit of Chrift. Though I have conftantly ufed all the

means of grace, for twenty years, I am not a chriftian.

Yea though I have all (other) faith ; fince I have not that

faith which furifdh the heart. Verily, verily I fay unto
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you, I mujl be born again. For except I and you be bom
again, we cannot fee the kingdom of GOD."

P/edneJday 10. I preached at Bafing-Jhaw church. Sat.

13. I expounded to a large company at Beach-lane. Sund.

14. After preaching at IJlwgton, I expounded twice at Mr,
Sms% in the Minories.

Vfednefday 17. I was with two perfons, whp J doubt are
properly enthufiajls. For, firir, they think to attain the end
without the means, which is enthujiajm, properly fo called.

Again, they think themfelves infpired by GOD, and are not.

But falfe, imaginary infpiration is enthufiajm. That theirs is

only imaginary infpiration appears hence, it contradicts the

law and the teftimony.

Sunday 2\. We were greatly fuprized in the evening,

while I was expounding in the fyiinories. A well-dreft, mid-

dle-aged woman, fuddenly cried out, as in the agonies of

death. She continued fo to do for fome time, with all

the flgns of the fharpeft anguifh of fpirit. When fhe was

a little recovered, I defired her to call upon me the next day.

She then told me, that about three years before, fhe was un-

der ftrong convictions of fin, and in fiich a terror of mind,

that fhe had no comfort in any thing, nor any reft, day or

night : that fhe fent for the minifler of her parifh, and told

him the diftrefs fhe was in : upon which he told her hufband

fhe was flaik mad, and advifed him to fend for a phyfician

immediately. A phyfician was fent for accordingly, who

ordered her to be blooded, bliftertd, and fo on. But this

did not heal her wounded fpirit. So that (he continued

much as fhe was before ; till the iafl night, he whofe words

fhe at firil found, to be Jliarper than any two-edged Jzvordy

gave her a faint hope, that he would undertake her caufe,

and heal the foul which had finned againft Him.

Tnurjday 25. I baptized John Smith, (late an Anabaptift)

and four other adults at Ifiington. Of the adults I have

known baptized lately, one only was at that time born again,

in the higher fenfe of the word, that is, found a thorough,

inward change, by the love of GOD fhed abroad in her

heart. Molt of them were only born again in a lower

fenfe,
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fenfe, i. e. received the remiflion of their fins. And fome

(as it has fince too plainly appeared) neither in one fenfe nor

the otner.

Sunday 28. I went (having been long importuned there*

to) about five in the evening, with four or five of my friends

to a houfe where was one of thofe commonly called French

-prophets. After a time, (he came in. She Teemed about

four or five and twenty, of an agreeable fpcech and beha r

vour. She afked, why we came ? I faid, " to try the fpi-

rits, whether they be of GOD." Prefently after me lean-

ed back in her chair, and feemed to have ftrong workings

in her breaft, with deep fighings intermixt. Ker head, and

hands, and, by turns, every part of her body feemed alfo

to be in a kind of convulfive motion. This continued

about ten minutes, till (at fix) me began to fpeak (though

the workings, fighings and contortions of her body, were fo

intermixt with her words, that {he feldom fpoke half a fen-

tence together) with a clear, ftrong voice, " Father, thy

" will, thy will be done. Thus faith the Lord, if of any of

** you that is a father, his child afk bread, will he give him
" a Hone ? If he afk a fifh, will he give him a fcorpion ?

" Afk bread of me, my children, and I will give you bread.

" I will not, will not give you a fcorpion. By this judge
" of what ye fhall now hear."

She fpoke much (all as in the perfon of GOD, and

moftly in fcripture words (of the fulfilling of the prophefies,

the coming of Chrift now at hand, and the fpreading of the

gofpel over all the earth. Then fhe exhorted us not to be

in haftc, in judging her fpirit, to be or not to be of GOD;
but to wait upon GOD, and he would teach us, if we con-

ferred not with flefh and blood. She added, with many
enforcements, that we mult watch and pray, and take, up

our crofs, and beJIM before GOD."
Two or three of our company were much affected, and

believed fhe fpoke by the Spirit of GOD. But this was

in no wife clear to me. The motion might be either hyfterical

or artificial. And the fame words any perfon of a good

rniderflanding and well verfed in the fcriptures might have

fpoke n.
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fpoken. But I let the matter alone : knowing this, thai

if it be not of GOD, it will come to nought.

Sunday, Feb. 4. I preached at St. Giles's, on Whofoever-

helieveth on me, cut of his belly fliall flow rivers of living

water. How was the power of GOD prefent with us! I

am content to preach here no more.

'

Friday 9. 'A note was given me at Wappir.g in (nearly)

thefe words:

SIR,

YOUR prayers are defired for a child that is lunatick

andfore vexed day and night, that our Lord would be

pleafed to heal him, as he did thofe in the days of his feflx,

and that he would give his parentsfaith and patience till his

time is come.

Tuefday 13. I received the following note.

SIR,

I Return you hearty thanksfor your prayers on Fridayfor

my tortured Son. He grows worfe and worfe. I hope

the nearer deliverance. I beg your prayers fill to our Re-

deemer, who will cure him, or give us patience to bear the

rod, hoping it is dipped in tlic blood of the Lamb.

Sir, He is taken with grievous weeping, his heart beating,

as if it would beat through his ribs. He fwells ready ta

burfl, fweats great drops, runs about beating and tearing

himfelf. He bites and pinches me, fo that I carry his marks

always on me. He lays his hands on the fre, and ficki

pins in hisflefh. Thus he has been thefe fve years. He is

in his nth year, a wonder of affliclion: 1 hope, of mercy

alfb, and that 1fhall yet praife him, who is my Redeemer and

my GOD.
Saturday 17. A few of m prayed with him; and from

that time (as his parents mice informed us) he had more

reft (although not a full deliverance) than he had had for

two years before.

Sunday 18. I was defired to preach at Sir George Wheeler 's

chapel, in Spittle- Fields, morning and afternoon. I did fo

in the morning, but was not fuffered to conclude my fub-

jeft (as I had defigned) in the afternoon: " a good remem»

brance,
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brance, that I mould, if pcffible, declare at every time,

the whole counfel of GOD.
Sunday 25. I preached in the morning to a numerous

congregation, at St. Katherines, near the tower: at I/ling-

ton in the afternoon. Many here were (as ufual) deeply

offended. But the counfel of the Lord it mall ftand.

Friday, March 2. It was the advice of all our brethren,

that I mould fpend a few days at Oxford; whither I accord-

ingly went on Saturday 3. A few names I found here

alfo, who had not denied the faith, neither been afhamed

of their Lord, even in the midft of a perverfe generation.

And every day we were together, we had convincing proof,

fuch as it had not before entered into our hearts to con-

ceive, that he is able to fave unto the Uttermojl all that com*

unto GOD through him.

[Continued at page 22,5.]

THE LIFE AND DEATH OP

The Reverend JOHN FLETCHER.

[Continued from page 141.]

4. TpROVlDENCE," fays he, " vifibiy appointed me
JL to that office, many years ago." Is it any won-

der then, that he mould now be in doubt, whether he did

right in confining himfelf to one fpot? The more I reflect

upon it, the more I am convinced, he had great reafon to

doubt of this. I can never believe it was the will of GOD,
that fuch a burning and mining light fnould be hid under a

bufheL No: inftead of being confined to a country village,

it ought to have fhone in every corner of our land. He
Was full as much called to found an alarm through all the

nation as Mr. Whitefidd himfelf. Nay, abundantly more
fo: feeing he was far better qualified for that important

work. He had a more linking perfon, equal good-breed-

ing
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ing, an equally winning addrefs: together with a richer flow

of fancy, a ftronger underftanding: a far greater treafure

of learning, both in languages, philofophy, philology, and

dfvinity : and above all,
v
'whifch 1 can fpeak with fuller af.

furance, becaufe I had a thorough knowledge both of one

and the other) a more deep and conflant communion with the

Father, and with his Son, Jefus Chrift.

5. And yet let not any one imagine, that I depreciate

Mr. Wkiikfieidl or undervalue the grace of GOD, and the

extraordinary gilts, which his great mailer vouchfafed unto

him. I believe he was highly favoured of GOD : yea, that

he was one of the moft eminent miniPcers, that has appear-

ed in England, 01 perhaps in the world, during the prefent

century. Yet I mult own, I have known many fully equal

to Mr. Whitefidd, both in holy tempers and holinefs of

converfation : but one equal herein to Mr. Fletcher, I have

not known, no not in a life of fourfcore years.

6. However having chofen, at leaft for the prefent, this nar-

row field of action, he was more and more abundant in his mi-

nifterial labours, both in public and private ; not contenting

himfelf with preaching, but vifiting his flock in every cor-

ner of his parifh. And this work he attended to, early and

late, whether the weather was fair or foul
;

regarding nei-

ther heat nor cold, rain nor fnow, whether he was on horfe-

back or on foot. But this farther weakened his conflitution

;

which was ftill more effectually done, by his intenfe and un-

interrupted ftudies : in which he frequently continued with-

out fcarce any intermiffion, fourteen, fifteen, or fixteeen

hours a day. But ftill he did not allow himfelf fueh food,

as was neceffary to fuftain nature. He feldom took any

regular meals, except he had company : otherwife twice or

thrice in four and twenty hours, he ate fome bread and

cheefe, or fruit. Inftead of this, he fometimes took a

draught of milk, and then wrote on again. When one re-

proved him, for not affording himfelf a fufficiency of necef-

fary food, he replied, " not allow myfelf food ! why our food

feldom coils my houfekeeper and me together lefs than two

/hillings a week."

7. " On
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7. " On the tenth of May, 1774, (fays Mr. Vaughan,

to whom we are indebted for feveral of the preceding anec-

dotes) he wrote to me thus. {i My brother has fent me

the rent of a little place I have abroad, eighty pounds, which

I was to receive from Mr. Chauvet and company, in London.

But inftead of fending the draught for the money, I have

fent it back to Switzerland^ with orders to diftnbute it

among the poor. As money is rather higher there than

here, that mite will go farther abroad than it would in my
parilh."

8. " In 1776," (proceeds Mr. Vaughan) " he depofited

with me a bill of one hundred and five pounds, being (as

1 underftood) the yearly produce of his eltatein Switzerland.

This was his fund for charitable ufes : but it lalled only a few

months, before he drew upon me for the balance, which

was twenty- four pounds, to Gomplete the preaching-houfe

in Aladeley-wood.
: '

9. In the fame year, his health being more than ever

impaired by a violent cough, accompanied with fpitting of

blood (of which I had had large experience myfelf.) Having

frequently feen the furprifing effects of conftant exercifc, to-

gether with change of air : I told him, nothing was fo likely

to reftore his health as a long journey. I therefore propo-

fed his taking a journey of fome months with me, through

various parts of. England and Scotland : telling him, " When
you are tired, or like it beft, you may come into my carri-

age : but remembec, that riding on horfeback, is the bell; of

all excrcifes for you, fo far as your ffrength will permit."

Me looked upon this as a call from Providence, and very

willingly accepted of the propofa!. We fet out (as I am
accuftomed to do) early in the fpring, and travelled by mo-
derate jonrnies, fuited to his hrength, which gradually in-

creafed, eleven or twelve hundred miles. When we re-

turned to London, in the latter end of the year, he was con-

fiderably better. And 1 verily believe, if he had travelled

with me, partly in the chaife, and partly on horfeback, on-

ly a few months longer, he would have quite recovered his

health. But this thofe about him would not permit : fo be-

Vol. II, A a m$
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ing detained in London, by his kind; but injudicious friends,

while I purfued my journies, his fpitting of blood with all

the other fymptoms returned, and rapidly increafed, till the

phyiicians pronounced him to be far advanced in a true

pulmonary confumption.

10. It being judged quite improper for him to remain in

London,—on Dec. 16, 1776, he retired to the houfe of a

friend, Mr. Charles Greenwood (now with GOD) in Stoke-

Newington. Here he had the advice of the moft eminent

phyiicians that London could afford. He was alfo in a good
air, and had every convenience and every help which art

could beftow. One or the family, of whom I inquired

concerning this part of his life, gave me the following in-

formation.

11. " Agreeably to your defire, I endeavour to recolleft

fome particulars of Mr. Fletcher, during his abode at New-
ington.

" When he firft came, he was, by Dr. FothergiWs ad-

vice, under the flri&eft obfervance of two things, reft and

iilence. Thefe, together with a milk diet, were fuppofed

to be the only probable means of his recovery. In con-

ference of thefe directions he fpoke exceeding little. If

ever he fpoke more than ufual, it did not fail to increafe his

fpitting of blood : of which indeed he was feldom quite clear,

although it was not violent. Therefore a great part of his

time was fpent in being read to. But it was not poffible

to reftrain him altogether from fpeaking. The fire which

continually burned in his heart, many waters could not

quench. It often burft out unawares. And then how did

we wonder (like thofe who formerly heard his Lord) at the

gracious words which proceeded out of his mouth ! He could

not have fuftained life, without fometimes giving vent to

his heart. No penance could have appeared fo fevere a crofs

to him, as to be debarred from fpeaking of, or to GOD.
His natural vivacity, with his intenfe love of Jefus, conti-

nually impelled him to fpeak. But on being reminded of

his rule, with a cheerful fmile, he was all fubmiffion ; con-

fenting by figns only, to ftir up thofe about him to pray

and praife ! 12. " Who-
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12. " Whoever has read Mr. Fletcher's laft check to An-

tinomianifm, and has had the privilege of obferving his

fpirit and conduct, will not fcruple to fay, that he was a

living comment on his own account of chriflian perfection.

It is an alarming word which our Lord fpeaks to the angel

of the church of Sardis, I have not found thy works pcrjctl

before GOD. But as far as man is able to judge, from the

whole tenor of his behaviour, he did polfefs perfect ha-

milifv, perfect refignation, and perfecl love. Suitable to this

was the teftimony concerning him, which was given in Lady

Huntingdon 's chapel at Brfol, even by Mr. V. a gentle-

man ftrongly attached to thofe opinions, which Mr. Fletch-

er thought it his duty to oppofe. " I have enjoyed the pri-

vilege of being feveral weeks under the fame roof with dear

Mr. Fletcher. And during that time I have been greatly

edified by his perfeci refignation to the will of GOD, and

by being a witnefs to his exemplary conduct and uncommon
grace."

13. " When he was able to converfe, his favourite fub-

je£l was, The pro?nife of the Father, the gift of the Holy Ghofl,

including that rich, peculiar blefling, of union with the Fa-

ther and the Son, mentioned in that prayer of our Lord,

which is recorded in the feventeenth chapter of St. John.

Many were the fparks of living fire, which occafionally

darted forth on this beloved theme. *' We mufl not be con-

tent," faid he, " to be only cleanfed from fin : we mult be

filled with the Spirit." One afking him, what was to be

experienced, in the full accompliHiment of the promife?

« O," faid he, " what (hall I fay ? All the fweetnefs of the

drawings of the Father ; all the love of the Son ; all the

rich efTufions of peace and joy in the Holy Ghoft, more than

ever can be exprefled, are comprehended here ! To attain

it, the Spirit maketh interceflion in the foul, like a GOD
wreftlirig with a GOD !"

14. " It was in thefe favoured moments of converfe, that

we found in a particular manner, the reward which is annex-

ed to the receiving a prophet in the name of a prophet. And
in fome of thefe he occafionally mentioned feveral circum-

ftances,
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fiances, which (as none knew them but himfelf) would
otherwife have been buried in everlafting oblivion.

" One of thofe remarkable paffages was, " In the begin-,

ning," faid he, " of my fpiritual courfe, I heard the voice

of GOD in an articulate, but inexprefTibly awful found,

go through my foul in thofe words, If any man will be my
difeiple, let him deny himjelj He mentioned another pe-

cular manifeftation of a later date, " in which," faid he,

" I was favoured like Mofes, with a fupernattiral difcovery

of the glory of GOD, in an ineffable converfe with him,

face to face, fo that whether I was then in the body, oe

out of the body, I cannot tell."

15. " At another time he faid, " about the time of my
entering into the miniftry, I one evening wandered into

a wood, mufing on the importance of the office I was go-

ing to undertake. I then began to pour out my foul in

prayer: when fuch a feeling fenfe of the juflice of GOD
fell upon me, and fuch a fenfe of his difpleafure at fin, as,

abforbed all my powers, and filled my foul with the ago-

ny of prayer, for poor, loft finners. I continued therein

till the dawn of day ; and I confidered this as defigned of

GOD, to imprefs upon me more deeply the meaning of

thofe folemn words, Therefore knczving the terrors of the-

Lord, we perfuade men."

16. " The bleffed Mate of his foul continually manifefted

afelf, by its overflowing good- will to all that came in his

way. And yet his fpirit was fo deeply impreffed with thofe

words, Not as though I had already attained, that the vehe-

mence of his defire for a fuller manifeflation of GOD,
feemcd fometimes to border upon unhappinefs. But his

ardent foul only felt the full impreffion of thofe words of

the apollle, Forp.Uincr the things that are behind, and reach-

ing forth unto thofe that are before; I prefs toward the mark,

for the prize of the high calling of GOD in Chi ifl Jefus.

17. " One end of his retiring to Neuington was, that

he might hide himfelf from company. But this defign was

in no wife anfwered; for company came from every fide.

He was continually vifued by high and low, and by per-

forms
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Tons of various denominations : one of whom being afked,

when he went away, what he thought of Mr. Fletcher', faid,

" I went to fee a man that had one foot in the grave; but I

found a man that had one foot in heaven." Among them

that now vifited him, were feveral of his beloved and honour-

ed opponents : to whom he confirmed his love (however

roughly they had treated him) by the moft refpe&iul and

affectionate behaviour. But he did not give up any part

of the truth, for which he had publicly contended : although

fome (from whom one would have expected better things)

did not fcruple to affirm the contrary. Thofe of his par-

ticular friends who vifited him here, will not eafily forget

how he exhaufted his whole foul, in effufions of thankful-

nefs; Mrs. Cartwright and Cavendijli in particular, with his

faithful and affectionate friend Mr. Irelaud, will remember

their interviews with him. And thofe of the family were

almoft opprefted by the outpourings of his love and grati-

tude, whenever they fhewed their love and care in the moft

inconfiderable inftance. Yea, fo thankful, in proportion

would he be, to even the meaneft fervant.

18. " It was not without fome difficulty, that Mr. Ire-

land at length prevailed upon him to fit for his picture.

While the limner was drawing the outlines of it, he was

exhorting both him and all that were in the room, not

only to get the outlines drawn, but the colourings alfo of

the image of Jefus on their hearts. He had a very remark-

able, facility, in making allufions of this kind; in raifmg

fpiritual observations from every accidental circumftance
;

in turning men's employments, pleafures and pains into

means of edification; this he did, in order to engage the

attention of the thoughtlefs, the more deeply to fix the at-

tention of the thoughtful ; and to prevent the trifling away

of time in unprofitable converfation. And fuch little in-

cidents as ufed to pafs away unnoticed by almoft any other

perfon, acquired from Mr. Fletcher $ fine imagination a

kind of grace and dignity. To give an inftance. Being
ordered to let blood, while his blood was running into

the cup, he took occafion to expatiate on the precious

blood-
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blood-fhcdding of the Lamb of GOD. And even when he

did not fpeak at all, the feraphic fpirit which beamed from

his languid face, during thofe months of pain and weak-

nefs, was
" A lecture filent, yet of fovereign ufe."

19. [But it is neceffary to be obferved, that this facili-

ty of railing ufeful obfervations from the moft trifliny in-

cidents was one of thofe peculiarities in him, which can-

not be propofed to our imitation. In him it partly refult-

ed from nature, and was partly a fupernatural gift. But

what was becoming and graceful in Mr. Fletcher, would be

difguflful almofl in any other.]

20. " One of thofe who vifited him at Newington, was

Mr. William Perronet; a pious, fenfible and amiable young

man, who was fnatched hence in the bloom of youth. He
often faid, the firft fight of Mr. Fletcher fixt an impreflion

upon his mind, which never wore off, till it iffued in a

real converfion to GOD, ever accompanied with a moft

affectionate regard for the inftrument of that happy change."

Soon after he left Newington, he wrote the following,

letter.

May 28, 1777.

To My dear friends and benefactors, Charles and Mary

Greenwood.

My prayer mall always be, that the merciful may find

mercy, and that the great kindnefs I have found under your

quiet roof, may be (hewed you every where under the ca-

nopy of heaven. I think with grateful joy on the days of

calm retreat I have been bleft with at Newingtony
and la-

ment my not having improved better the precious oppor-

tunity, of fitting, Mary like, at the feet of my great phy-

iician. May he requite your kind care of a dying worm,

by abundantly caring for you and yours, and making all

your bed in your ficknefs ! May you enjoy full health !

May you hunger and thirft after righteoufnefs, and be abun-

dantly filled therewith ! May you fweetly reft in Chrift I

May his protection be as a wall of fire, round about you

and yours! May his rod and ilaff comfort you, under all

the
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the troubles of life, the decays of the body, the afiaults of

the enemy, and the pangs of death ! May you fland in the

clefts of the Rock of Ages, and be fafely fheltered there,,

when all the dorms of juftice blow around! And may you

always have fuch fpiritual and temporal helps, friends and

comforts, as I have found in your pleafing retreat. You
have received a poor Lazarus, (though his fores were not

viable:) you have had compaflion, like the good Samari-

tan: you have admitted me to the enjoyment of your bed

things! And now what can I fay? What but thanks be to

GOD for his unfpeakable gift: and thanks to my dear

friends for all their favours. They will, I trull, be found

faithfully recorded in my bread, when the great Rewarder

of them that diligently feek him, will render to every man
according to his works. And a raifed Lazarus fhall then

appear in the gate, to tedify of the love of Charles and Ma~
ry Greenwood, and their godly filler!

I was a little better: but I now fpit blood, more than I

have done for weeks pad. Glory be to GOD for every

providence ! His will be done in me, by health or ficknefs,

life or death. All from him is, and I trull, will be wel-

come to

Your obliged penfioner,

JOHN FLETCHER.

CHAP. VI.

From his leaving Newington, till his return from Switzerland

to Madeley.

i- TJE continued with Mr. Greenzccodzt Newingicn, up-

JL X wards of fifteen months. The pbyficians then ad-

vifed him to make a trial of the Hot-well water, near Brifiol.

" I was defired by Mr. and Mrs. Ireland, (who took him
down in April 1777) fays Mifs Thornton, to bear thein com-
pany thither, which I willingly did. Indeed I looked upon
it as a call from GOD : nor could I defire a greater honour,

than
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than to (hare in the employment of angels, in miniitering

to a diitinguilhed heir of falvation. At Brijliigton, near

Briftol, he continued in the fame holy, earned courfe as at

Newington. Every day he drank the Hot-well water, and

it agreed with him well. So that he appeared to gather a

little ftrength : though not fo fwiftly as was expected. And
all the ftrength which he received, he laid out in labours

of love : for the benefit of all thofe, rich or poor, whom
Providence caft in his way.

2. " Whenever he was in company, it was his general

method, fo far as his ftrength would admit, to pray parti-

cularly for every perfon prefent. And from his habitual

prayer, refulted that life and energy in his words, which

every one that was bleft with his fociety felt more or lefs.

Now and then likewife he adventured to pray in the family.

But he was not wary enough in this. He more than once

fo much exerted himielf, that he was brought very low. As

foon as he was well enough to write, he was intent upon

finiftiing wo treatifes for the prefs. The plan of reconcilia-

tion, in particular, lay very near his heart. Ke longed

to conclude it before he died, which he wiflied to do,

breathing peace to Jerufalem, and pointing out to the chil-

dren of GOD, the moll probable means of effecting it—o£

uniting together in the bonds of peace and love, all the

true minifters and followers of Jefus."

3. From Brijlol he wrote to a friend thus :
" I thank

GOD, I am not afraid of any evil tidings: my heart ftand-

eth faft, believing in the Lord ; and defiring him to do

with me juft what pleafes him. With refpecl to my body,

my phyfician hopes I fhall do well. And fo I hope and

believe too. For health or ficknefs, life or death, is beft

when the Lord fends it.

(Continued at page 23,5.^
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The Journal of FRANCIS ASBURY, Bifliop of the

Method:fl- Epifcopal Church,

From March 26, 1772, to April 14, 1773.

[Continuedfrom Page 146.]

SATURDAY, July 4. Went to Burlington in order to

attend the execution of one Smart, a murderer ; and de-

clared to a great number of people under the goal-wall—

«

He healeth the broken in heart. The poor criminal appear-

ed penitent, behaved with great folidity and exprefTed a de-

fire to leave the world.

Then returned to Philadelphia, gave an exhortation that

night, and found the Lord's day a day of fweet peace.

Monday 6. Set out for Burlington again, and fpent

three days labouring among them. Many feemed much

itirred up to feek the kingdom of GOD.
Thurfday 9. Returned, and found feme inward liberty in,

Philadelphia.

Saturday 11. Was a day of peace and love to my foul.

Lord's day 12. Went through the ufual exercifes of the

day, and enjoyed fome peace of mind. Our congregations

here are fmall. They cannot bear the discipline and doc-

trine : but this does not move me.

Monday morning I preached with life, and long to be

entirely pure. I humbly hope to fee the time when GOD
will enable me to live without inward fin-r-without evil defire.

Tuefday 14. Went to the Jerflys, and preached at friend

Turners to near 100 people, though in the time of harveft ;

and while preaching from thefe words, Ye xvere fometimes

darknefs, tut now are ye light in the Lord ; many felt the

power of truth, when the darknefs and its properties

were explained. After defcribing true religon to about 100

fouls, at Jffft Chew's, went on Wednefday to Greenwich,

and felt much (hut up while preaching to about the fame

number, on Fear not little flock, &?c. I then proceeded to

Slcucefler, which is one of the dulleft places I have feen

Vol. II. Bb in
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in this country. The fame night proceeded to Haddonfield;

and the next day preached at Jofeph Thorns, to a few at-

tentive hearers, who feemed fomewhat affecled by the truths

of GOD ;
efpecially one S—K—who was greatly concern-

ed on account of his paft life ; as he had been much devo-

ted to company and liquor. I felt atraid that his concern

would not be permanent. ' However, he accompanied me
to the ferry.

Friday 17. Returned to Philadelphia time enough for

intercefhon, and found it a good time, both then, and at the

evening-preaching.

Lord's day 19. After preaching in the morning, fet off

in the afternoon for Trentown, came thither on Mondav by

dinner time, and found life in preaching at night.

Monday, July 20. Met with brother Saaje, from Ntw»

York, who infoi med me that I was to go to York ; which

was what I did not expect ; but feel myfelf quite eafy,

not being fixed in any place. He gave me an account of

Mr. W— *s good behaviour
;
though I fear after all, he

will fettle at Bohemia.

Wednefday, July 22. In meeting the fmall fociety, about

19 perfons, I gave them tickets, and found it a comfortable

time. They are a ferious people ; and there is fome prof-

peCt of much good being done in this place. After preach-

ing onTuefday morning over the ferry, and in the evening

at Trentown, I took leave of them on Wednefday morning

and fet off for Philadelphia. Left Philadelphia on the Lord's

day evening after preaching on thefe words, Ij I come again,

I will notJpare ; and on Monday met with brother Board-

man. Went thence to New-mills, where I preached on

Tuefday night, and Wednefday morning, and found the

people there very alfe&ionate ; then returned to Burlington

and found many f iends from Philadelphia. We had power

among us at night, and the next morning at 3, I fet off lor

Amboy, and on the way had fome converfation with one of

Jacob Behmens difciples. We came to the ftage-houfc

through much rain and bad roads, about 7 o'clock ; thence

we went to Amboy and took lodging at a tavern. Have been

kept
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kept in peace through this journey, felt great courage in the

work of GOD, and go towards York in faith—The congre-

gation at Amboy was fmall, and they appeared to be fuch as

cared but little for the gofpel; fo that my hope of that place

is but (lender. On Satuiday evening, I preached with fome

power, to a large congregation of rich and poor, from thefe

words, Evenfrom the days ofyourfathers, ye have gone away

from mine ordinances, and have not kept them : return unto

vie and I will return unto you. After preaching with great

liberty on the Lord's day, to many people at P. Vanpelt's

and juftice Wright's, on Staten-Ifland ; I fet off on Monday

in a boat for New-York : and arriving about 5 o'clock, found

Mr. Wright, who, that night, preached his farewell fermon ;

and told the people that he did not expect to fee them any

more. I have always dealt honeftly with him, but he has

been fpoiled by gifts. He has been pretty ftri& in the fo-

ciety, but ended all with a general love-feaft ; which 1 think

is undoing all he has done. However, none of thefe things

move me. My mind is calm, and my foul under a com-

fortable fenfc of GOD ; and am determined, by his grace,

to keep on in the way of my duty, if it mould be my lot to

ftand alone.

Augujl 4. Felt life, and power, and renewed courage.

Difcoveiing the unfaithfulnefs of fome who firft fpoil a man
and then condemn him, I intend to keep fuch at a proper dis-

tance. In the love-feaft this evening, I found that the living

could not bear the dead. Mr. Wright rofe up and fpake as well

as he could, againft fpeaking with fevere refle6r.ions on his

brother. But all this does not move me. I know the

man and his converfation.

Augujl 6. Felt Satisfaction and life in meeting the Soci-

ety laft night; and fpent this day in retirement.

Thurfday 7. Preached in York from Phil. i. 24, 2^. To

abide in the flcjli is more needfulfor you. And having this

confidence, I knew that IJJiall abide and continue with you

all, for your furtherance and joy offaith. Found liberty

in mv mind while addrefhng the people, and am determin-

ed
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ed, in the flrength of the Lord, to aim at promoting hil

glory; and feek nothing but him.

Friday 8. After preaching in the morning, found the

Lord near, and had great peace at interct-flion. It pleafes

me much to fee the people diligent in attending the word ;

and find myfclf favoured with liberty and the power of GOD
in my labours among them; and humbly hope, that GOD
will make known his power among this people, and drive

Satan from them; and that we fliall fee good days in this

place.

Saturday 9. Found a degree of life in my foul; and on

the Lord's day had power, and light, and life, and love in

fpeaking from thofe words, Ye were femelimes darknefs, but

now are ye light in the Lord; walk as children of light.

The congregations are fleady, and we look for the power

of GOD both in our own Luis and among the people,

O my GOD, make bare thine arm ! After preaching on

the evening of the Lord's day, with fame opening of heart,

and to a full houfe, I met the fociety; and then fet out on

Monday morning, for New Rochelle, and preached the

lame night at lriend Devoe's, about 30 miles from York.

Tuefday 12. My foul does not forget GOD; but my
deflre is flill towards him, and the remembrance of his

name. On Wcdnefday, found rry mind fomewbat engaged
;

but on Thurfday, had fome fears of coming fhort of eternal

life. A cloud refted on iny mind, which was occafioncd

by talking and jeffing ; I alfo feel at times tempted to im-

patience and pride of heart ; but the Lord gracioufly bleft

me with life and power in preaching at night ; and I after-

wards found my mind fixed on GOD, and an earneft long-

ing to be always holy in heart and life* After preaching on

Friday at New Rochelle, from thefe words, We ought to give

the more earnefl heed to the things which we have heard, lefl

at any time wefhould let them flip, fet out for York on a bad

horfe, and met with indifferent fare on the road; but reach-

ed York on Saturday, and there received a letter from my
father and friend Mr. Mather, who informed me of the

preachers' returning to England. Preached alfo this even-

ing
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ing with fomc famfa&ion, but found broken claffes, and a

difordered fociety, fo that my heart is funk within me ; but

it is ftili my defire to commit myfelf to GOD.
Monday 17. Preached in the morning, and then went

to preach at New-Town, about 12 miles diftant, in the

evening. Friend Saufe was in company with me, and we

were obliged to lodge at a tavern ; but we were more feri-

ous than ufual, and fpent our time in ufeful conversation.

As it rained, we had but few people at preaching in the

morning; we then returned to York about 10 o'clock. In

this journey I have found my foul comfortable and alive to

GOD, a facred nearnefs to GOD, and power to withftand

temptations
;
though in the afternoon of the next day, had

caufe to biame myfelf for trifling convcrfation at noon.

Lord's-day, Auguji 17. This has been a day of diftrefs

to my foul. I was oppofed for meeting the fociety, becaufe

one or two claffes meet at that time ; which feemed to me a

very weak objection, infomuch as thofe claffes might meet

at another time.

Augu/c 21. Preached this morning with great life in my
foul, and feel a flrong defire to be devoted to GOD, and

more and more engaged to promote his glory both in heart

and life. O that my foul could be more intimately and

fweefly united to the Lord! In the evening preached with

power; but have found my foul troubled within me on ac-

count of a party fpirit which feems to prevail too much in

this place. But they rauft anfwer for their own conduch

My bufinefs is, through the grace of GOD, to go ftraight

forward, acling with honefty, prudence and caution, and

than leave the event to him.

Lord's-day, Augvjl C4. Preached morning and evening,

and had peace in my own foul. In the evening, met the fo-

ciety and read Mr. Wefley's letter.

Monday 25. Early in the morning we eroded the North-
n vet, in order to go to Staten ljland. Many people attend-

ed the word
; but I know not what to make of them, for

though they feem fond of hearing, yet they, do not appear to

*e much a.fe£ed> On Tuefday went to Amboy, and dined

with
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with a mixed company of Affembly-men, Church-men,
Quakers, &c. many oF them came to hear me in fport, but

went away very flill. On my return, preached at Mr. W 's

to many peopLe ; fome of whom feemed to know but little

of any thing good. On Thurfday returned to York, and
preached in the evening to many people, with fome life.

Friday my foul was kept in peace and love ; and while

preaching at night, both myfelf and others felt the power
of GOD in our fouls.

Saturday 30. Preached with liberty, and can rejoice in

GOD my falvation, finding an increafmg defire to live to

him alone. Lord's-day 31. Found peace and life both

morning and evening, and had many people : went alfo

to church, and heard Dr. Oglevie preach on the divinity of

Chrilh

Tuefday, September 2. My heart was fixed to feek the

Lord ; and found fome nearnefs to him, and life in my
foul : preached alfo in the evening with fome comfort.

Wednefday 3. Preached at 5, and found my foul this

day fixed to do the will of GOD.
Thurfday 4. Preached in the morning, and found this

a bieffed day. My foul was lively, and my heart was fil-

led with holy thoughts of GOD, and felt a ftrong and pure

deGrc to pray, and mourn, and long for GOD. In the

evening preached from thefe words : WhojoeverJJiall con-

fefs me before men, him will I conjefs before my Father who

is in heaven.

Friday 5. Found my foul grieved at the difcovery of

fuch parties among the people. Who can find a faithful

man ?

Saturday, Sept. 6. Found peace in mv foul, and held

a meeting for the better ordering of the fpiiitual and tem-

poral affairs of the fociety. In -this meeting I propounded

the following queries.

L How often Ihall there be public preaching ? Agreed,

that it mould be on Tuefday, Thurfday and Friday nights,

befits the Lord's day ; and exhortation on Saturday night.

Ii. Shall wc have morning preaching ? This was a-

rreed to.
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III. Shall we have the Society-meetings private? This

was doubted by Come; but I infilled on it, from our rules

and Mr. Wefleys laft letter.

IV. Shall we make a weekly, and quarterly collection?

Agreed.

V. Can any other means be devifed to letfen the debt?

The debt was/'noo; but no other means could be found

to relieve it.

VI. Ought we not to be more ftiicr. with diforderly per-

fons? Very little was fatd in anfwer to this.

VII. Shall we have three ftewards for the fatisfa&ion of

the fociety ? The majority voted againft it.

VIII. Are we as fmgal as we can be? It was thought

we were.

IX. Will the ftewards meet me once a week ? Agreed.

X. Do we endeavour to avoid all paitiality in the thing*

of GOD ?

XL Can we come at the balance of our accounts now,

©r foon? It was thought we could.

XII. Who will (land at the door ? Not determined.

XIII. Shall we meet the fociety on Sunday nights ? This

was oppofed by fome. But I infilled upon it's being the

beft time; and at laft it was agreed to for a feafon.

XIV. Who mail be the collectors? This was not de-

termined, though debated.

XV. Can the preacher meet the childien ? Agreed.

XVI. Can . we fpread the books? There was but little

laid on this head, and it was left undetermined,

[Continued at page 245.]
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An account of the death of Mr. Hadden7

, Inn-keeper in

Bath : in a letter to the Rev. J. Wejley, by Mifs M. B.

WITH joy I embrace the earlieft opportunity of let-

ting you know, that our dear brother Hadden is at

laft gone to paradife. For
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For fometime before his death, he was endued with aa

uncommon degree of deadnefs to the world, freedom from

anxiety, refpe&ing his family, and refignation under conti-

nual pain and weaknefs.

In his long illnefs, he fought Jefus in good earnefl, and

deeply mourned his want of a clear fenfe of pardon. At
laft, the Lord gave it him fome time before his death. He
then faid, " I firmly believe Jefus died for me : I could not

fay this a little while ago ; but it now feems that.I have faith

enough, to go up into the clouds to meet my Saviour."

The next day, on his faying, " I have been in violent

pain," I afked, how did you find your foul then ? He an-

fwered, " All love ! all glory." On my afking him, have

you now any doubt concerning the forgivenefs of your fins?

he faid, " No : none at all." On Saturday the third in-

ilant, he told the nurfe that the angels would come for him

at night, and fo it proved.

After lying very frill about an hour and a half, and, to

all appearance, was juft expiring, he raifed himfelf up in,

his bed, and cried out, " My biefled Lord ! Oh ! bleifed

Jefus ! There he is ! there are the angels! cannot you fee

them? there is another come ! Hallelujah ! hallelujah ! Oh
what happinefs is this I I have been upon Mount Sion I What
a mercy is it, that I have my fenfes fo perfect ; that I may

not fay any thing to offend GOD ! for nothing unholy can

enter heaven. Hallelujah ! Sing ! ring ! hallelujah ! Oh !

how happy am I ! What ! a publican ! a publican happy! a

publican going to heaven ! it ought, it ought to be put in

the newfpaper ! Poor Mr. Brookman, (another inn-keeper of

his acquaintance) what will he do when he comes to die ?

Tell him, tell him, bring it round to him fome way or

other ; Lord Jefus ! open his eyes before it is too late !"

Then looking round on us, he faid, " GOD blefs you all !

keep clofe to GOD and his people." To me he faid, " I

fee the devil up againft the cieling." On my faying, he

has no power overyou; he anfwered, with an air of trium-

phant difdain' M Power ! no ! fly fatan, get thee hence !

Hallelujah ! hallelujah !" Thus he continued till he fell into

a doze.
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a doze. After lying fome time, he clapped his hands toge-

ther, looked up with a fmiling countenance, and fell afleep

ki Jefus !
,

.
M. B.

Bath
y April 13, 1773.

An account of Mis. Vaugkan : written by her Son.

MY dear mother was firft awakened by hearing the Ge-

neral Baptifts, and was a member of Mr. Bnttain's

congregation for many years. She then walked in all the

ordinances blamelefs*, and was a great pattern of keeping the

fabbath-day holy, and of family-prayer. In the laft of thefe

I mall never forget her ftrong cries and tears for her four

children, with which fhe was left a widow.

I have often heard her fay, " There is a way better than

this I am now in, though I know it not. Lord, fhew me
the right way, and lead me in it!" At this time fhe had

no thoughts of being a Methodift.

When 1 was convinced of fin, and had received a fenfe

of pardon, fhe faid, *\ This is the right way," and never refl-

ed till the Lord fpoke peace and falvation to her foul.

As lhe fat at work one day, fhe was taken ill of a vio-

lent lever. In the beginning of her illnefs, (he was in an

extraordinary manner filled witli joy in the Holy, GhofL

Thofe who came to fee her (being many) faw with wonder

the mighty power of GOD. She clapped her hands, and

faid, " I know that my Redeemer liveth ! and though after

my fkin, worms deftroy this body, yet with thefe eyes I

fhall fee GOD ! Glory ! glory ! I once was as vile as Ma-
ry Magdalen, Manajfah, yea, the very devil himfelf ! though

I did not live in any outward fin. But now I am made
white in the blood of the Lamb ! I fhall praife him on

Mount Sion, with all the redeemed for ever and ever ! for

ever and ever ! Yes, my anchor is caft ! caff on a rock,

where I fhall ever refl. Oh, when will Gideons pitcher

Vol. II. Cc break !
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break i and let the lamp appear !" This (he often repeated *

and to the laft, never expreft the leaft doubt or fear.

Two days before (lie died, (he exhorted me to cleave to

GOD : and told me, I mould drink of the cup of affliction

in this world ; but added,

" Our fouls are in his mighty hand,

And he will keep them full;

And you and I 'mall furely itand,

With Chrift on Szon'S hill.
5 '

From this time, me had not a madow of a doubt. Nor

do I remember me once complained, although her affliction

was very great !

The night before fhe died, (lie fang,

" Come let us join our cheerful fongs,

With angels round the throne."

When fhe was fpeechlefs, {he feveral times endeavoured to

fmg. Though fhe had experienced deep convitfions, and

great temptations, when fhe was firft awakened, fhe was now

very compofed, and free from all uneafinefs. Satan feemed

to have no power over her. She was indeed loit and fwal-

lowed up in GOD, her all in all !

About feven o'clock on Friday morning, fhe cried out,

" My Lord, and my GOD !" and gave up her fpirit into

the arms of Jefus, on October i, 1772, and in the fifty-fifth

year of her age.

E. VAUGHAN,
North-Green, Jan. 12, 1787.

An extract of a letter from James Haw, eider cf the Me-

thodijl Epifcopal church in America, to Bijltop Afbury :

writtenfrom Cumberland near Kentucke, about the begins

- nmg oj the year 1789.

Honoured Sir,

GOOD news from Zwn—The work of GOD is going

on rapidly in the new Weftern world. A glorious

viftoi;y
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vi&ory the Son of GOD has gained; and he is flill going

on conquering and to conquer. Shout, ye angels! Hell

trembles, and heaven rejoices daily over Tinners that repent.

At a quarter-meeting, held in Burden county, K^ntucke,

July 19, 20, 1788, the Lord poured out his fpirit in a

wonderful manner, firft on the Christians, and fanclified fe-

veral of them very powerfully and glorioufly, and as I cha-

ritably hope, wholly. The feekers alfo felt the power

and prefence of GOD, and cried for mercy as at the point

of death. We prayed with, and for them, till we had rea-

fon to believe that the Lord converted 17 or 18 precious

fouls. Hallelujah, praife ye the Lord.

As I went from that part, through the circuit, to another

quarter-meeting, the Lord converted two or three more.

The Sat. and Sun. following, the Lord poured out his fpirit

again; the work of fan&ilication amongft the believers broke out

at the Lord's table ; and the fpirit of the Lord went through

the aflembly like a mighty rufhing wind: fome fell,, many cried

for mercy
;

fighs and groans proceeded from their hearts
;

tears of forrow for fin ran flreaming down their eyes; their

prayers reached to heaven, and the fpirit of the Lord en-

tered into them, and filled 14 or 15 with peace and joy in

believing. Salvation! O the joyful found, how the echo

fiies! A few days after, brother Poythrefs came, and went

with me to another quarter-meeting: we had another gra-

cious feafon round the Lord's table, but no remarkable

ftir till after preaching: but under feveral exhortations fome

burfted out into tears, others trembled, and fome fell. I

fprang in among the people, and the Lord converted one

more very powerfully, who praifed the Lord with fuch ac-

clamation of joy as, I truft, will never be forgotten. The
Sunday following I preached my farewell-fermon, and met
the ciafs, and the Lord converted three more, glory be to

his holy name for ever.

The firft round I went in Cumberland, the Lord convert-

ed fix precious fouls, and I joined three gracious Baptifts

to our church: and every round, I have reafon to believe,

fome fmnersare awakened, fome feekers joined to fociety,

and
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and fome penitents converted to GOD, At our Cumberland

quarter-meeting, the Lord converted fix fouls the firft day,

and one the next: glory, honour, praife, and power,

be onto our GOD for ever. The work ftill goes on. I

have joined two more ferious Baptifts, fince the quarter-

meeting, and the Lord has converted feveral more precious

fouls in various parts of the circuit, and fome more have

joined the fociety, fo that we have 112 difciples now in

Cumberland, 47 of whom (I truft) have received the gift of

the Holy Ghoft fince they believed: and I hope thefe are

but the firft fruits of an univerfal harveft, which GOD will

give us in this country. Brother MaJJie is with me, going

on weeping over finners, and the Lord bleffes his labours.

A letter from brother William/on, dated Nov. 10, 1788,

informs me that the work is ftill going on rapidly in Ken-

tucke; that at two quarter-meetings fince I came away,

the Lord poured out his fpirit and converted 10 penitents,

and fanclified five believers at the firft, and 20 more were

converted at the fecond. Indeed the wildernefs and

folitary places are glad, and the defart rejoices, and blof-

foms as the rofe, and I truft will foon become beautiful

as Tirza, and comely as Jerufalem. What fhall I more

fay ? Time would fail to tell you all the Lord's doings

amongft us; it is marvellous in. our eyes. To him be glo-i

ry, honour, praife, power, might, majefty and dominion,

both now and for ever, amen and amen.

P. S. Some of our refponfible members of Cumberland

have formerly lived at a place called the Natchez, on the

MiJJiJJippi, then under the Britifh, now under the govern-

ment of Spain. There are (they fay) 6 or 700 American

families there, who have no proteftant minifter of any kind,

and I fear, are perifhing for want of the bread of lite. I

expecl to know by the fpring, if there be free and fuM

toleration for the proteftant religion there, and if there be,

to make the report to the conference.

POETRY.
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Poetry.

On the Shortnefs ofHuman Life.

LIKE as a damaflc rofe you fee,

Or like the bloflbms on a tree,

Or like the frag'rant flowers in May,

Or like the morning to the day,

Or like the fun, or like the made,

Or like the gourd which Jonah had :

E'en fuch is man, whofe thread is fpun,

Drawn out, and cut, and fo it's done ;

Withers the rofe, the blolfom blafts,

The flower fades, the morning haftes,

The fun doth fet, the fliadows fly,

The gourd confumes, and mortals die !

Like to the grafs that's newly fprung,

Or like the tale that's juft begun,

Or like a bird that's here to-dav,

Or like the pearled dew of May,

Or like an hour, or like a fpan,

Or like the ringing of a fvvan :

E : i fuch is man, who lives by breath
;

Is here ; is there ; in life ; in death !

The grafs decays, the tale doth end,

The bird is flown, the dews afcend,

The hour is fliort, the fpan not long,

The fwan's near death ! man's life is done !

Like to a bubble on a brook,

Or (in a mirror) like a look,

Or like a fhuttle in the hand,

Or like a writing on the fand,
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Or like a thought, or like a dream,

Or like the gliding of a ftream :

E'en fuch is man, whofe life by breath ;

Is here ; is there ; in life, in death !

The bubble's burft ; the look's forgot

;

The fhuttle's flung ; the writing blot

;

The thought is paft ; the dream is gone ;

The water glides—man's life is done

!

The Benefit of Affliction, Job v. 6, 7,

WHEN huge afflictions prefs me down,

'

And forrows make my nature groan,

Where (hall I find relief?

I'll bow myfelf before my GOD,
And humbly kifs the facred rod,

Till he affwage my grief.

My num'rous fins will I confefs,

And own in every fore diftrefs

The Lord is good and juft :

For by experience I have found

Afflictions fpring not from the ground,

Nor troubles from the dull.

So fure as fparks from burning fire,

By native force will ftill afpire,

And upward wing their way
;

So furely man is born to pain ;

Our common lot is to complain.

While here on earth we ftay.

Nor is the caufe fo hard to tell,

Since from the Lord we bafely fell,

And left the. fource of blifs :

How can we hope for joys ferene,

While fin, the monfter, lurks within.

That parent of diftrefs ?
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To Jefus then I make my moan :

—

O, plead my caufe before the throne !

Thou haft the Father's ear :

Since thou for me didft undertake,

My fuit is gain'd—thy blood did make

Atonement at his bar. .

•

A LAWYER'S PRAYER.

ORDAIN'D to tread the thorny ground

Where few, I tear, are faithful found,

Mine be the confcience void of blame,

The upright heart, the fpotlefs name,

The tribute of the widow's prayer,

The righted orphan's grate! ul tear :

To virtue and her friends a friend,

Still may my voice the weak defend.

Ne'er may my proftiluted tongue

Protect th' oppreflor in his wrong,

Nor wreft the fpirif of the laws,

To fan&ify the villain's caufe.

Let others with unfparing hand

Scatter their poifon through the land

;

Inflame diilention, kindle ftrife,

And drew with ills the path of life.

On fuch her gifts let fortune fhower,

Add wealth to wealth, and power to power:

On me may fav'ring heaven bellow

That peace which good men only know

;

The joy of joys, by few poffefs'd,

Th' eternal fun-mine of the breaft.

All earthly good I here refign,

The praife of honefty be mine;

That friends may weep, the worthy figh,

And poor men blefs me when I die.

A praysr
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A prayerfor one gricvoujly tempted.

JESUS, the promife made by thee

We plead, and touching this agree,

To aik it for our friend;

The help thou only canft beftow,

Deliverance from her cruel foe*

A fwift deliverance fend.

The virtue of thy faving name,

To-day, as yefterday the fame,

In her relief exert;

The fiend who dares thy temple feize,

No longer fufFer him t' opprefs,

But bid him now depart.

Thou canft with equal eafe make whole

The body and the fm-fick foul,

Phyfician of mankind:

Thy patient, Lord, at once reftore,

Fiird with the fpirit of love and power,

And of a healthful mind. •

ClothM with humility and grace,

Thy fav'd, thy happy handmaid place

Attentive at thy feet;

And never may fhe thence remove,

Till fpotlefs in thy fight above

She finds her joy complete.
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THE

Arminian Magazine*

For MAY 1790,

PREDESTINATION CALMLY CONSIDERED:

[By John Wesley, M. A.]

That to the height of this great argument

I may ajfert eternal Providence,

AndjujTify the ways of God with man. Milton.

I. T" AM inclined io believe, that many of thofe who en-

I joy the faith which worketh by love, may remember

fome time when the power of the Higheft wrought upon
them in an eminent manner; when the voice of the Lord
laid the mountains low, brake all the rocks in pieces, and

mightily (bed abroad his love in their hearts, by the Holy
Ghoft given unto them. And at that time, it is certain

they had no power to rejlji the grace of GOD. They
were then no more able to flop the courfe of that torrent

which carried all before it, than to item the waves of the

fea with their hand, or to ftay the fun in the midft of hea-

ven.

II. And the children of GOD may continually obferve,
how his love leads them en from faith to faith ; with what
tendernefs he watches over their fouls ; with what care he
brings them back if they go aftray. and then upholds their

going in his path, that their footftens may not Hide. They
Vo1- II. D d * canno't
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cannot but obferve, how unwilling he is, to let them go

from ferving him : and how, notwithstanding the ftubborn-

nefs of their wills, and the wildnefs of their palfions, he

goes on in his work, conquering and to conquer, till he

put all his enemies under his feet.

III. The further this work is carried on in their hearts,

the more earneftly do they cry out, Not unto us, O Lord,
but unto thy name give the praife, for thy mercy and for thy

truth's fake. The more deeply are they convinced, that

by grace <we are faved ; not of works, left any man fould
boaft : that we are not pardoned and accepted with GOD,
for the fake of any thing we have done, but wholly and
folely for the fake of Chrift, of what he hath done and
fuffered for us. The more affuredly likewife do they know
that the condition of this acceptance is faith alone : before

which gift of GOD no good work can be done, none
which hath not in it the nature of fin.

IV. How eafly then may a believer infer, from what he

hath experienced in his own foul, that the true grace of

GOD always works irrefifribly in every believer : that GOD
will finifh wherever he has begun this work, fo that it is

hnpoffible for any believer to fall from grace : and laftlv,

that the reafon why GOD gives this to fome only, and

not to others, is becaufe of his own will ; without any

previous regard either to their faith or works, he hath ah*

folutely) unconditionally predefmated them to life, before the

foundation of the world.

V. Agreeable hereto, in the Froteftant confeflion of

faith, drawn up at Parisy in the year 1550, we have thefe

words : Article 1 2.

" We believe, that out of the general corruption and

condemnation in which $H men ai 'unged, GOD draws

thofe whom in his eternal and unalterable counfel he has

elected by his goodnefs and mercy, through our Lord Je-

fus Chrift, without confidering their works, leaving the

others in the fame corruption and condemnation."

VI. To
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VI. To the fame effect fpeak the Dutch divines, aflem-

bied at Dirty in the year 1618. Their words are: Arti-

cle 6. et feq.

" Whereas, in procefs of time, GOD beftowed faith

on fome, and not on others, this proceeds from his eternal

decrees.—According to which he foftens the hearts of the

elect, and leaveth them that are not elect in their wick-

cdnefs and hardnefs.

" And herein is difcovered the difference put between

men equally loft, that is to fay, the decree of Election and

Reprobation.

« Election is, the unchangeable decree of GOD, by

which, before the foundation of the world, he hath cho~

fen in Chrift unto falvation a fet number of men. This

Election is one and the fame of all who are to be faved.

" Not ail men are elected, but fome are not elected

;

whom GOD in his unchangeable good-pleafure hath de-

creed to leave in the common mifery, and not to beftow

faving faith upon them 5 but leaving them in their own
ways, at laft to condemn and punifli them everlaftingly for

their unbelief, and alfo for their other fins. And this is

the decree of Reprobation,"

VII. Likewife, in the confeffion of faith fet forth by
the affembly of EngKfti and Scotch divines, in the year

1646, are thefe words, chap, iii.

" GOD from all eternity did unchangeably ordain what-
foever comes to pafs.

" By the decree of GOD, for the manifeftation of his

glory, fome men and angels are predeftinated unto ever-

lafting life, and others fore-ordained to everlafting death.
" Thefe angels and men, thus predeftinated and fore-

ordained, are particularly and unchangeably defigned, and
their number fo certain and definite, that it cannot be ei-

ther increafed or diminifhed.

" Thofe of mankind that are predeftinated unto life,

GOD, before the foundation of the world — hath chofen
in Chrift unto everlafting glory — without any forefight of
faith or good works.

« The
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" The reft of mankind, GOD was pleafed— for the

glory of his fovereign power over his creatures, to pafs by,

and to ordain them to difhonour and wrath."

No lefs exprefs are Mr. Calv'm's words, in his Chrift'mn

jnftitutions, chap. xxi. feet. i.

" All men are not created for the fame end •, but fome

are fore-ordained to eternal life, others to eternal damna-

tion. So according as every man was created for the one

end or the other, we fay, he was eleffed, i, e. predeftinat-

qd to life, or reprobated, i. e. predeftinated to damna-

tion."

VIII. Indeed there are fome who aifert the decree of

Election, and not the decree of Reprobation, They af-

fert, that GOD hath by a pofnive, unconditional decree,

chofen fome to life and falvation : but not that he hath by

any fuch decree, devoted the reft of mankind to deftruc-

tion. Thefe are they to whom I would addrefs myfelf

firft : and let me befeech you, brethren, by the mercies

of GOD, to lift up your hearts to him, and to beg of

him to free you from all prcpofTefhon, from the prejudices

even of your tender years, and from whatsoever might

hinder the light of GOD from finning in upon your fouls:

let us calmly and fairly weigh thefe things, in the balance

of the fancluary ; and let all be done in love and meeknefs

of wifdom, as becomes thofe who are fighting under one

Captain, and who humbly hope they are joint-heirs through

him of the glory which fhall be revealed. .

I am verily perfuaded, that in the uprightnefs of your

heart, you defend the decree of unconditional Election :

even in the fame uprightnefs wherein you reject and ab-

hor that of unconditional Reprobation. But confider, I

entreat you, whether you are confident with yourfelves

:

confider, whether this Election can be feparate from Re-

probation ; whether one of them does not imply the other,

fo that in holding one, you mud hold both.

IX. That this was the judgment of thofe who had the

moil deeply confidered the nature of th,efe decrees, of the

aflembly
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SstTembly of Englifh and Scotch divines, of the reformed

churches both in France and the Low-Countries, and of Mr.

Calvin himfelr, appears from their own words, beyond all

poflibility of contradiction. " Out of the general corrup-

" tion" (faith the French church) " he draws Lhofe whom
" he hath elected leaving the others in the fame corrup-

" tion, according to his immoveable decree." " By the

*< decree of GOD" (fays the afiembly of Englilh and

Scotch divines) " fome are predeitinatr.d unto everlafting

life^ others, fore-ordained to everlafting death." " GOD
f< hath once for all" (faith Mr. Calvin) " appointed, by
cc ar eternal and unchangeable decree, to whom he would

" r j falvation, and whom he would devote to deflruc-

*< t.on." lnjl. cap. iii. feet. 7. Nay, it is obfervable, Mr.

Calvin fpeaks with utter contempt and difdain of all, who
endeavour to feparate the one from the other, who affert

Election without Reprobation. " Many" (fays he) " as

« it were to excufe GOD, own Election, and deny Re-
u probation. But this is quite filly and childifh. For

" Election cannot ftand without Reprobation. Whom
< f GOD paaes by, thofe he reprobates. It is one and the

** fame thing." Inji, 1. 3. c. 23. feet. 1.

X. Perhaps, upon deeper confideration, you will find

yourfelves of the fame judgment. It may be, you alfo

hold Reprobation, though you know it not. Do not you

believe, that GOD who made one vejfel unto honour, hath

made another unto eternal dijhonour ? Do not you believe,

that the men who turn the grace of our GOD into lafcivi-

oufnefs, ivere before ordained of GOD unto this condemnation?

Do not you think, that for this fame purpofe, GOD raifed

Pharaoh up, that he might (hew his fovereign power in his

deftruclion ? And that Jacob have I loved, but Efau have

I hated, refers to their eternal ftate ? Why then you hold

abfolute Reprobation j and you think Efau and Pharaoh

were inftances of it : as well as all thofe vejfels made unto

(Jifjonour
y thofe men before ordained unto condemnation.

XlTo
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XL To fet this matter in a ftill clearer light, you need

only anfwer one queftion. Is any man laved, who is not

ele&ed ? Is it poilible, that any not eleaed, mould be

faved ? If you fay, No, you put an end to the doubt.

You efpoufe Election and Reprobation together. You
confirm Mr. Calvin's words, that " without Reprobation,
« Election itfelf cannot ftand." You allow, though you

were not fenfible of it before, that " whom GOD elects

61 not, them he reprobates..'
1

Try whether it be poilible, in any particular cafe, to fe~

parate Election from Reprobation. Take one of thofe who
are fuppofed not to be elected j one whom GOD hath not

chofen unto life and falvation. Can this man be faved from

£ra and hell I You anfwer, " No."—Why not ? " Be-

« caufe he is not elected. Becaufe GOD hath unchange-
4t ably decreed, to fave fo many fouls and no more ; and

« he is not of that number. Him GOD hath decreed to

61 pafs by *, to leave him to everlafting deftruetion : in con-

ic fequence of which irrefifhible decree, the man perifhcs

« everlafting! y," O, my brethren, how fmall is the dif-

ference between this and a broad, bare-faced reproba-

tion.

XII. Let me entreat you to make this cafe your own.

In the midft of life you are in death-, your foul is dead

while you live, if you live in fin, if you do not live to

GOD. And who can deliver you from the body of this

death ? Only the grace of GOD in Jefus Chrifh our Lord.

But GOD hath decreed to give this grace to others only,

and not to you : to leave you in unbelief and fpiritual death,

and for that unbelief to punifli you with death everlafting.

Well then mayeft thou cry, even till thy throat is dry, " O
wretched man that I am !" For an unchangeable, irrcfifti-

ble decree ftandeth between thee and the very poilibility of

ialvation. Go now, and find out how to fplit the hair,

between thy being reprobated, and not-elected : how to fe-

parate Reprobation, in its moft effectual fenfe, from un-

conditional Election.

XIII. Acknow-
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XII. Acknowledge then, that you hold Reprobation,

Avow it in the face of the fun. To be confident with

yourfelf you mult openly aflert, that <l without Reproba-
* c tion this Election cannot ftand." You know it cannot.

You know if GOD hath fixed a decree, that thefe men only

{hall be faved, in fuch a decree it is manifeftly implied, that

all other men {hall be damned. If GOD hath decreed, that

this part of mankind, and no more, mall live eternally, you

cannot but fee, it is therein decreed, " that the other part

(hall never fee life." O, let us deal ingenuoufly with each

other ! What we really hold, let us openly profefs. And
if Reprobation be the truth, it will bear the light ; for

the word of our GOD fiall Jland for ever,

XIV. Now then, without any extenuation on the one

hand, or exaggeration on the other, let us look upon this

doctrine (call it what you pleafe) naked, and in its native

colour. Before the foundations of the world were laid*

GOD of his own mere will and pleafure, fixed a decree

concerning all the children of men who mould be born un-

to the end of the world. This decree was unchangeable

with regard to GOD, and irrefiftible with regard to man.

And herein it was ordained, that one part of mankind

fhould be faved from fin and hell, and all the reft left to

perifli for ever and ever, without help, without hope*

That none of thefe fhould have that grace, which alone

could prevent their dwelling with everlafting burnings,

GOD decreed for this caufe alone, " becaufe it was his

" good pleafure :" and for this end, " to mew forth his

" glorious power, and his fovereignty over all the

« earth."

XV. Now can you, upon reflection, believe this ? Per-

haps you will fay. " I do not think about it." That will

never do. You not only think about it (though it may be,

confufedly) but fpeak about it too, whenever you fpeak of

unconditional Election. You do not think about it ! What
do you mean ? Do you never think about Efau or Pharaoh?

Or in general, about a certain number of fouls, whom alone

GOD
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GOD hath decreed to fave ? Why in that very thought

Reprobation lurks : it entered your heart the very moment

that entered : it (lays as long as that ftays : and you cannot

fpeak that thought without fpeaking of Reprobation. True,

it is covered with fig-leaves, fo that a heedlefs eye may not

obferve it to be there. But if you narrowly obferve, un-

conditional Election cannot appear, without the cloven foot

of Reprobation*

XVI. But do not the fcriptures fpeak of ElcElion ? They
fay, St. Paul was " an elecled or chofen veflel :" Nay,

and fpeak of great numbers of men, as " elccl, according

" to the fore-knowledge of GOD." " You cannot there-

" fore deny, there is fuch a thing as Election* And if

« there be, what do you mean by it ?"

I will tell you, in all plainnefs and fimplicity. I believe

it commonly means one of thefe two things ; firft, a di*-

vine appointment of fome particular men, to do fome par-

ticular work in the world. And this Election I believe to

be not only perfonal, but abfolute and unconditional.

Thus Cyrus was elected to rebuild the temple, and St. PauJ>

with the twelve, to preach the gofpel. But I do not find

this to have any neceffary connection with eternal happi-

nefs. Nay, it is plain, it has not : for one who is elected

in this fenfe, may yet be loft eternally. Have I not chofen

(elected) you twelve ? faith our Lord : yet one of you hath a

devil. Judas, you fee, was elected as well as the reft : yet

is his lot with the devil and his angels.

[Continued at page 261 .]

SERMON XVIL

On Romans xv. 2.

Let every ofie of us pieafe his neighbourfor his good to edification*

2, T TNDOUBTEDLY the duty here prefcribed is

incumbent on all mankind: at leaft on every one

of
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of thoFe, to whom are intruded the oracles of GOD. For

it is here enjoined to every one without exception, that

names the name of Chrift. And the perfon whom every-

one is commanded to pleafe is his neighbour, that is, every

child of man. Only we are to remember here, what the

fame apoftle fpeaks upon a fimilar occafion. Tf it be poffible,

us much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. In like

manner we are to pleafe all men, if it be pomble, as much
as lieth in us: but ftrictly fpeaking, it is not poffible: it is

what no man ever did, nor ever will perform. But fup-

pofe we iife. our utmofl diligence, be the event as it may,

we fulfil our duty.

2, We may farther obferve, in how admirable a manner

the apoftle limits this direction: otherwife, were it purfued

without any limitation, it might produce the moft mif-

chievous confequences. We are directed to pleafe them

for their good: not barely for the fake -of pleafing them,

or pleafing ourfelves: much lefs of pleafing them to their

hurt, which is fo frequently done : indeed continually done,

by thofe who do not love their neighbour as themfelves.

Nor is it only their temporal good, which we are to aim

at in pleafing our neighbour but what is of infinitely

greater confequence, ' we are to do it for their edification:

in fuch a manner as may conduce to their fpiritual and

eternal good. We are fo to pleafe them, that the pleafure

may not perifii in the ufing, but may redound to their laft>

ing advantage : may make them wifer and better, holier

and happier, both in time and in eternity.

3. Many are the treatifes and difcourfes which have been
publifhed on this important fubjecl:. But all of them that.

I have either feen or heard, were miferably defective.

Hardly one of them propofed the right end: one and all

had fome lower defign in pleafing men, than to fave their

fouls, to build them up in love and holinefs. Of confe-

quence, they were not likely to propofe the right means,
for the attainment of that end. One celebrated tracl of

this kind, entitled The Courtier, was publifhed in Spain,

about two hundred years ago, and tranflated into various

languages. But it has nothing to do with edification, and
Vojl. IL E e i*
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is therefore quite wide of the mark. Another treatife, en-

titled The Compleat Courtier,was publifned in our country,

in the reign of king Charles the Second, and (as it feems)

by a retainer to his court: in this there are feveral very

fenfible advices, concerning our outward behaviour : and

many little improprieties in word or action are obferved,

whereby men difpleafe others without intending it : but

this author likewife has no view at all to the fpiritual or

eternal good of his neighbour. Seventy or eighty years

ago another book was printed in London, entitled The Art

of Pleafing. But as it was wrote in a languid manner, and

contained only common, trite obfervations, it was not like-

ly to be of ufe to men of understanding, and {till lefs to

men of piety.

4. But it may be anted, Has not the fubjecl: been fmce

treated of by a writer of a very different character ? Is

it not exhaufted, by one who was himfelf a confummate

matter of the art of pleafing? And who writing to one he

tenderly loved, to a favourite fon, gives him all the advices

which his great underftanding, improved by various learn-

ing, and the experience of many years, and much con-

verfe with all forts of men, could fuggeft? I mean the

late lord Chejierfield, the general darling of ail the Irl/h, as

weil as the Enghjh nation.

5. The means of pleafing which this wife and indul-

gent parent continually and earneftly recommends to his

darling child, and on which he doubtlefs formed both his

tempers and outward conduct,

" Till death untimely ftopp'd his tuneful tongue,"

were, firft, Making love (in the grofTeft fenfe) to all the

married women, whom he conveniently could. (Single

women he advifes him to refrain from, for fear of difa-

greeable confequences.) Secondly, Conftant and careful

diJjimulationy always wearing a mafk : trufting no man up-

on earth, fo as to let him know his real thoughts, but per-

petually feeming to mean what he did not mean, and (eem-

ing to be what he was not. Thirdly, Well-devifed lying to
'

all
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all forts of people, fpeaking what was fartheft from his

heart : and in particular flattering men, women, and chil-

dren, ,as the infallible way of pleating them.

It needs no great art to fhew that this is not the way to

pleafe our neighbour for his good, or to edification. I (hall

endeavour to (hew, that there is a better way of doing it

;

and indeed a way diametrically oppofite to this. It confifts

I. In removing hinderances out of the way, and

II. In ufing the means that direclly tend to this end.

1. i. I advife all that delire to pleafe their neighbour for

bis good to edification, firft, To remove all hinderances out

of the way; or, in other words, to avoid every thing which

tends to difpleafe wife and good men, men of found under-

Handing and real piety. Now cruelty, malice, envy, hatred,

and revenge, are difpleafmg to all wife and good men, to

all who are endued with found underftanding and genuine

piety. There is iikewife another temper, nearly related to

thefe, only in a lower kind, and which is ufually found in

common life, wherewith men in general are not pleafed.

We commonly call it ill-nature. With all poflible care

avoid all thefe : nay, and whatever bears any refemblance

to them: as fournefs, fternnefs, fullennefs, on the one

hand; peevifnnefs and fretfulnefs, on the other; if eve*

you hope to pleafe your neighbourfor his good to edification.

2. Next to cruelty, malice, and fimilar tempers, with

the words and actions that naturally fpring .therefrom, no-

thing is more difguftful, not only to perfons of fenfe and

religion, but even to the generality of men, than pride,

haughiinefs of fpirit, and its genuine fruit, an affuming ar-

rogant overbearing behaviour. Even uncommon learning

joined with Ihining talents, will not make amends for this

:

but a man of eminent endowments, if he be eminently

haughty, will be defpifed by many, and difliked by all. Of
this the famous matter of Trinity college in Cambridge,

jjras a remarkable inftance. How few perfons of his time

had a ftronger underflanding or deeper learning than Dr.

Bentley? And yet how few were lefs beloved ? Unlefs one
who was little, if at all inferior to him in fenfe or learn-

ing, and equally diftant from humility, the author of the

Divine
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Divine Legation of Mofes.' Whoever therefore defires to

pleafe his neighbour for his good, muft take care of fplit-

ting upon this rock. Otherwife the fame pride which im-

pels him to feek the efteem of his neighbour, will infalli-

bly hinder his attaining it.

3. Almoft as difguftful to the generality of men as Haugh-

iinefs itfelf, is a pajjionate temper and behaviour. Men of

a tender difpofition are afraid even to converfe with perfons 4

of this fpirit. And others are not fond of their acquaint-

ance, as frequently (perhaps when they expected nothing

lefs) meeting with fhocks, which if they bear for the pre-

lent, yet they do not willingly put themfelves in the. way

of meeting with them again. Hence pafiionate men have

feldom many friends ; at leaft, not for any length of time.

Crowds indeed may attend them for a feafon, efpecially

when it may promote their intereft. But they are ufually

difgufted one after another, and fall off like leaves in au-

tumn. If therefore you defire laftingly to pleafe your

neighbour for his good, by all poftihle means avoid violent:

paffion.

4. Yea, and if you defire to pleafe, even on this ac-

count, take that advice of the apoftle, Put aivay all lying.

It is the remark of an ingenious author, that of all vices

lying never yet found an apologift, that would openly plead

in its favour, whatever his private fentiments might be.

But it fhould be remembered, Mr. Addifcn went to a better

world, before Lord Chefterjield's letters were publilhed.

Perhaps his apology for it was the belt that ever was, or

can be made for fo bad a caufe. But after all, the labour

he has beftowed upon it « has only femblance of worth y

« not fubftance." It has no folidity in it ; it is nothing

better than a mining phantom. And as lying can never

be commendable or innocent, fo neither can it be pleafing

:

at leaft, when it is ftript of its difguife, and appears in

its own fhape. Confequently it ought to be carefully avoid-

ed by all thofe who wifii to pleafe their neighbour for his

good to edification.

5. But is not flattery, a man may fay, one fpecies of

lying ? And has not this been allowed in all ages, to be

the.
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the fure means of pleafing ? Has not a late witty writer, in

his " Sentimental Journey," related fome linking in iiances

of this? I anfwer, It is true. Flattery is pleafing for

awhile, and that not only to weak minds : as the defire of

praife, whether deferved or undeferved, is planted in every

child of man. But it is pleafing only for awhile. As

foon as the mafic, drops off, as foon as it appears that the

fpeaker meant nothing by his foft words, we are pleafed no

longer. Every man's own experience teaches him this.

And we all know, that if a man continues to flatter, after

his infincerity is difcovered, it is difguftful, not agreeable.

Therefore even this fafhionable fpecies of lying is to be

avoided, by all that are defirous of pleafing their neigh-

bour, to his lafting advantage.

6. Nay, whoever defires to do this, mufh remember, that

not only lyings in every fpecies of it, but even dijfimulationy

(which is not the fame with lying, though nearly related to

it) is difpleafing to men of underflanding, though they

have not religion. Terence reprefents even an old heathen,

when it was imputed to him, as anfwering with indigna«

tion,

(< Simulare non ejl maim"

" Diffimulation is no part of my character.

"

Guile, fubtlety, cunning, the whole art of deceiving, by

whatever terms it is exprefled, is not accounted an accom-

plifnment by wife men ; but is indeed an abomination to

them. And even thofe who practife it moft, who are

the greateft' artificers of fraud, are not pleafed with it in

other men, neither are fond of converfing with thofe that

pradife it on themfelves. Yea, the greateft deceivers are

greatly difpleafed at them that play their own arts upon

them.

II. Now if cruelty, malice, envy, hatred, revenge, ill-

nature ; if pride and haughtinefs ; if irrational anger ; if

lying and diflimulaticn, together with guile, fubtlety, and

cunning, are all and every one difpleafing to all men, efpe-

cially
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cially to wife and good men, we may cafily gather from
Iience, what is the Cure way .to pleafe them for their good
to edification. Only we are to remember, that there are.

thofe in every time and place, whom we mud not expect
to pleafe. We mult not therefore be fiirprifed, when we
meet with men, who are not to be pleafed any way. It is

now as it was of old, when our Lord himfelf complained,
WhereuntoJhall I liken the men of this generation ? They are
like unto childrenfitting in the market-place, and faying, to each

ethery We have piped unto you, but ye have not danced ; me
have mourned unto you, but ye have not wept, But leaving

thefe frowardones to themfelves, we may reafonably hope
to pleafe others, by a careful and fteady pbfervation of the

few directions following. '

1. I'irft, Let love not vifit you as a tranfient gucft, but
be the conftant, ruling temper of your foul. See that

youv heart be filled at all times and on ail occafions, with

real, ttndiffembied benevolence, not to thofe only that love

JO** but to every foul of man. Let it pant in your heart*

iet it fparkle in your eyes, let it mine in all your actions.

"Whenever you open your lips, let it be with love, and let

there be in your tongue the law of kindnefs. Your word

will then diitil as the rain, and as the dew upon the

fender herb. Be not ftraitened or limited in your affection,

but let it embrace every child of man. Every one that is

born of a woman, has a claim to your good-will. You
©we this not to fome, but to all. And let all men know>

that you defire both their temporal and eternal happinefs,

as fincercly as you do your own.

2. Secondly, If you would pleafe your neighbour for

his good, ftudy to be lowly in heart. Be little "and vile in

your own eyes, in honour preferring others before yourfelf.

Be deeply fenfible of your own weaknefTes, follies and im-

perfections : as well as of the fin remaining in your heart*

and cleaving to all your words and actions. And let this

fpirit. appear in all you fpeak or do : Be clothed with humility.

Reject with horror that favourite maxim of the old hea-

then, fprung from the bottomlefs pit,

Tanti
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Tanti eris aliis, qua?iii tibi fueris :

*»' The more you value yourfelf, the more others will va-

lue you." Not fo: on the contrary, both GOD and man

reffl the proud : and as GO D giveth grace to the humble, fo

humility, not pride, recommends us to the efteem and fa-

vour of men, efpecially thofe that fear GOD.
3. if you defire to pleafe your neighbour for his good

to edification, you mould, Thirdly, labour and pray, that

you may be tneek, as well as lowly in heart. Labour to be

of a calm, difpaffionate temper, gentle towards all men.

And let the gentlenefs. of your difpofition appear in the

whole tenor of your converfation. Let all your words and

all your actions be regulated thereby. Remember likewife

that advice of St. Peter. As an addition to your gentle-

nefs, be merciful ; be courteous ; be pitiful ; be tenderly com-

panionate to all that are in diftrefs, to all that are under

any affliction, of mind, body, or eflate. Let

M The various fcenes of human woe

Excite your foftefl fympathy !"

Weep with them that weep. If you can do no more, 2^

leaft mix your tears with theirs : and give them healing

Words, fuch as may calm their minds, and mitigate their

forrows. But if you can, if you are able to give them ac-

tual afTiflance, let it not be wanting. Be as eyes to the

blind, as feet to the lame, a hufband to the widow, and a

father to the fatherlefs. This will tend greatly to concili-

ate the affection, and to give a profitable pleafure, not

only to thofe who are immediate objects of your compaf-

fion ; but to others likewife that fee your good works, ajid

glorify your Father which is in heaven.

4. And while you are pitiful to the afflicted, fee that

you are courteous toward ail men. It matters not, in this

refpect, whether they are high or low, rich or poor, fune-

rior or inferior to you : no, nor even whether good or bad,

whether they fear GOD or not. Indeed the mode of fhew-

ing your courtefy may vary, as diriitian prudence will di-

rect
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reel. But the thing itfelf is due to all • the loweft and

word have a claim to our courtefy. But what is courtefy ?

It may either be inward or outward : either a temper, or a

mode of behaviour : fuch a mode of behaviour as natural*

ly fprings from courtefy of heart. Is this the fame with

good-breeding, or politefiefs P (Which feems to be only a

hi^h degree of good-breeding.) Nay, good-breeding is

chiefly the fruit of education ; but education cannot give

courtefy of heart. Mr. Addifon's well-known definition of

police nefs feems rather to be a definition of this, " A
conftant defire of pleafing all men, appearing through the

whole converfation." Now this roayfubfift, even in a

high degree, where there has been no advantage of edu-

cation. I. have feen as real courtefy in an Irijh cabin, as

could be found in St, James's or the Louvre.

5. Shall we endeavour to go a little deeper, to fearch

into the foundation of this matter ? What is the fource of

that defire to pleafe, which we term courtefy? Let us

look attentively into our own heart, arid we fhall foon

find an anfwer. The fame apoftle that teaches us to be

courteous, teaches us to honour all men. And his Mailer

teaches .me to love all men. Join thefe together, and

what will be the efFecl:? A poor wretch cries to me
for an alms : I look, and fee him covered with dirt and

rags. But through thefe I fee one that has an immortal

fpirit, made to know and love and dwell with GOD to

eternity : I honour him for his Creator's fake. I fee thro*

all thefe rags, that he is purpled over with the blood of

Chrift. I love him for the fake of his Redeemer. The
courtefy therefore which I feel and (hew toward him, is a

mixture of the honour and love, which I bear to the off-*

fpring of GOD, the purchafe of his Son's blood, and the

candidate for immortality. This courtefy let us feel and

Ihew toward all men ; and we fhall pleafe all men to their

edification.

6. Once more. Take all proper opportunies of declaring

to others the ajfeclkn which you really feel for them. This

may be done with fuch an air, and in fuch a manner, as

is not liable to the imputation of flattery. And experience

fhewsj
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fnews, that honeft men are pleafed by this, full as much

&s knaves are by flattery. Thofe who are perfuaded that

your expremons of gocd-will toward them are the language

of your heart, will be as well fatisfied with them, as

with the honeft encomiums, which you could pafs upon

them* You may judge them by yourfelves, by what you

feel in your own bread, You like to be honoured : but

had yen not rather be beloved ?

7. Permit me to add one advice more. If you would

pleale all men for their ^ood, at all events /peak to all men
the very truth from your heart. When you fpeak, open

the window in your breaft : let the words be the very pic-

ture of your heart. In all company, and on all occafions,

be a man of veracity, nay, be not content with bare vera-

city j but infim^llciiy and godlyfincerity, have all your conver-

jation in the world, as an Ifratiite indeed, in whom is no guile,

8. To fum up all in one word, If you would pleafe men,

pleafe GOD ! Let tru'h and love pofTefs your whole foul.

Let them be the fprings of all your affections, paffions,

tempers ; the rule of all your thoughts. Let them infpire

all your difcourfe, continually feafoned with that fait, and

meet to minijler graft to the hearers. Let all your actions be

wrought in love, Never let mercy or truth forfake thee : bind

them about thy neck. Let them be open and confpicuou3

to all : and write them on the table of thy heart. SoJJjalt thou

fnd favour and good undcrjlanding in the fight of GOD
and man.

Caftlebar, May 22, 1787*

An EXTRACT
OftheRevd. Mr. JOHN WESLEY's Journal,

From Auguft 1 2th, 1 738, to November ift, 1739.

[Continuedfrom page 183.]

/*"%NE of the moil furprifmg inftances of his power which

V_^/ I ever remember to have feen, was on the Tuefday fol*

lo\. - I vifued one who was above meafurs enraged

F f at
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at this new way, and zealous in oppofing it. Finding the ar-

gument to be of no other effect, than to inflame her more

and more, I broke off the difpute, and defired we might

join in prayer, which flie fo far confented to, as to kneel

down. In a few minutes fhe fell into an extreme agony,

both of body and foul; and foon after cried out with the

iitmoft earned nefs, " Now I know, I am forgiven for

Chrift's fake." Many other words fhe uttered to the fame

effect, witneffmg a hope full of immortality. And from

that hour, GOD hath fet her face as a flint, to declare the

faith which before me perfecuted.

Thurfday 8. I called upon her, and a few of her neigh-

bours, who were met together in the evening, among whom
I found a gentleman of the fame fpirit fhe had been of,

earneflly labouring to pervert the truth of the gofpel. To
prevent his going on, as the lefs evil of the two, I entered

directly into the controverfy, touching both the caufe and

the fruits of j unification. In the midfl of the difpute, one

who fat at a fmall diilance, felt as it were the piercing of

a. fword, and before fhe could be brought to another houfe,

whither I was going, could not avoid crying out aloud,

even in the flreet. But no fooner had we made our re-

queft known to GOD, than he fent her help from his holy

place.

At my return from hence, I found Mr. Kinchin, jufl

come from Dummer, who earneflly defired me, inflead of

fetting out for London the next morning (as I defigned) to

go to Dummer and fupply his church on Sunday. On Fri-

day morning I fet out, according to his defire, and in the

evening came to Reading, where I found a young man who

had in fome meafure known the powers of the world to come.

I fpent the evening with him and a few of his ferious

friends; and it pleafed GOD much to ftrengthen and com-

fort them.

Saturday 10. In the afternoon I came to Dummer; and

on Sunday morning had a large and attentive congregation.

I was defired to expound in the evening at Bafingstoke.

The next day I returned to Reading, and thence on Tuef-

day to Oxford, where I found many more and more re-

joicing
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joicing in GOD their Saviour. Wednefday 14. I had an

opportunity of preaching once again to the poor prifoners

in the Cafile, Thurfday 15. I fet out early in the morning,

and in the afternoon came to London,

During my (lay here, I was fully employed; between

our own fociety, in Fetterlane, and many others, where

I was continually defired to expound : fo that 1 had no

thought of leaving London, when I received (after feveral

others) a letter from Mr. Whitefield, and another from Mr.

Seward) intreating me in the mod preffing manner, to come

to Brijlol without delay. This I was not at all forward to

do : and perhaps a little the lefs inclined to it (though I

truft I do not count my life dear unto myfelf, fo I may fi-

nifh my courfe with joy) becaufe of the remarkable fcrip-

tures which offered as often as we enquired, touching the

confequence of this removal : though, whether this was per-

mitted only for the trial of our faith, GOD knoweth, and

the event will {hew. Till then, let me not be accounted

fuperftitious, if I barely recite them in the fame order as

they occurred. * And fome of them would have taken hint;

but no man laid hands on him (not till the time was come.)

-j- Becaufe I tell you the truth, ye believe me not. Which of you

convinceth me offin ? And if Ifay the truth, why do ye not

believe me? \ Get thee up into this mountain—and die in the

mount, whither thou goef up, and be gathered unto thy people,

||
And the children cf Ifrael wept for Moles in the plains of

Moab thirty days. § I willjhew him how great things he mufl

fuffer for my name's fake. ** And devout men carried Stephen

to his burial, and made great lamentation over him.

Wednefday 2S. My journey was propofed to our fociety

in Fetterlane. But my brother Charles would fcarce bear

the mention of it; till appealing to the oracles of GOD,
he received thofe words, as fpoken to himfelf, and anfwer-

ed not again: Son of man, behold I takefrom thee, the defire

of thine eyes with a froke : yet foalt thou not mourn or weep,

neitherfjall thy tears run down. Our other brethren how-
ever

* John vii. 44. f c, viii. 45, 46. \ Deut. xxxii. 49, 5°«

1| c. xxxiv. 8. § Atts ix. 16. ** c. viii. 2,
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ever continuing the difpute, without any probability of their

coming to one conclufion, we at length all agreed, to de-

cide it by lot. And by this it was determined, " I mould
go." Several afterwards defiring we might open the bible,

concerning the ifTue of this, we did fo on the fereral por-

tions of fcripture, which I (hall fet down, without any re-

flection upon them. * Now there was long war between

the houfe of Saul and the houfe of David; but David waxed
fronger andfronger, and the houfe ^Saul waxed weaker and

weaker. \ When wicked men have fain a righteous per/on in

his own houfe, upon his bed: JJjall I not now require his blood

at your hands , and take you away from the earth ? \ And
Ahaz fept with his fathers, and they buried him in the city

%

even in Jerufalem.

Perhaps it may be a fatisfaclion to fome, if before I en-

ter upon this new period of my life, I give the reafons, why
I preferred for fo many years an univerfity-life before any

other : then efpecially, when I was earneftly prefled by my
father, to accept of a cure of fouls. I have here therefore

fubjoined the letter I wrote feveral years ago on that occa«*

fion

:

Oxony Dec. 10, 1 734%
Pear Sir,

I. r a iHE authority of a parent and the call of Provi-

§ dence, are things of fo facred a nature, that a

queftion in which thefe are any way concerned, deferves

the moft ferious confideration. I am therefore greatly

obliged to you, for the pains you have taken to fet our

queltion in a clear light; which I now intend to confidtr

more at large with the utmoft attention of which I am ca-

pable. And I (hall the more chearfully do it, as being

aiTured of your joining with me in imploring his guidance,

who will not fufTer thofe that truft in him, to feek death

in the error of their life.

2. I entirely agree, " That the glory of GOD and the

different degrees of promoting it, are to be our fole confi-

deration

* 2 Sam. hi. 1. f c. iv. 11. J 2 Chron. xxviiL 27.



THE JOURNAL OF THE REVD. JOHN WESLEY. 229

deration and direction in the choice of any courfe of life.'*

And confequently, That it muft wholly turn upon this fin-

gle point, Y/hich I ought to prefer, a college life, or that

of the rector of a parilh? I do not fay, the glory of

GOD is to be my jirjl or my principal consideration: but

my only one; fince all that are not implied in this, are

abfolutely of no weight. In prefence of this, they all va-

ni(h away: they are lefs than the fmall duft of the ba-

lance.

3. And indeed, till all other confiderations were fet afide,

I could never come to any clear determination: till my eye

was fingle, my whole mind was full of darknefs. Whereas

fo long as it is fixed on the glory of GOD, without any

other confideration, I have no more doubt of the way

wherein I mould go, than of the mining of the mid-day

fun.

4. Now that life tends mo ft to the glory of GOD,
wherein we mod promote holinefs in ourfelves and others.

I fay, in ourfelves and others; as being fully perfuaded, that

thefe can never be put afunder. And if not, then what-

ever (late is beft on either of thefe accounts, is fo on the

other likewife. If it be, in the whole, beft for others, fo

it is for ourfelves ; if it be beft for ourfelves, it is fo for

them.

5. However, when two ways of life are propofed, I

would choofe to confider firft, which have I reafon to be-

lieve, will be beft for my own foul? will moll forward me

in holinefs ? By holinefs meaning, not fafting (as you feem

to fuppofe) or bodily aufterities; but The mind that was in

Chrift, A renewal of foul in the image of GOD. And
I believe the ftate wherein I am, will moil forward me
in this, becaufe of the peculiar advantages I now en-

joy.

6. The firft of thefe is, daily converfe with my friends.

I know no other place under heaven, where I can have

fome always at hand of the fame judgment, and engaged

in the fame ftudies : perfons who are awakened into a fail

conviction, that they have but one work to do upon earth

;

\yho fee, at a diftance, what that one work is, even the

recovery
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recovery of a fingle eye and a clean heart
; who, in order

to this, have according to their power, ablblutely devoted

themfelves to GOD, and follow after their Lord, denying
themfelves and taking up their crofs daily. To have even a

fmall number of fuch friends, conftantly watching over

my foul, and adminiftering, as need is, reproof or advice

with ail plainnefs and gentlenefs, is a bleffing I know not

where to find, in any other part of the kingdom.

7. Another bleffing which I enjoy here, in a greater de^

gree than I could expecl elfewhere, is retirement. I have

not only as much, but as little company as I pieafe. Tri-

fling vifitants I have none. No one takes it into his head,

to come within my doors, unlefs I defire him, or he has

bufinefs writh me. And even then, as foon as his bufinefs

is done, he immediately goes away.

8. Both thefe bleffings are greatly indeared to me
when I fpend but one week out of this place. The far

greateft part of the converiation I meet with abroad, even

with the better fort of men, turns on points that are quite

wide of my purpofe, that no way forward the end of my

life. Now, if they have time to fpare, I have not. It is

abfolutely needful for fuch an one as me, to follow with

all poflible care and vigilance that wife advice of Mr. Her-

bert £

Still let thy mind be bent ; ftill plotting how
6< And when and where the bufinefs may be done."

And this, I blefs GOD, I can in fome meafure do, while

I avoid that bane of all religion, the company of good fort

of men, as they are called ; perfons who have a liking to,

but no fenfe of religion. But thefe infenfibly undermine

all my refolution, and Ileal away what little zeal I have.

So that I never come from among thefe faints of the world

(as John Valdefo terms them) faint, dimpated, and Ihorn

of all my ftrength, but I fay, « GOD deliver me from a

half-chriftian."

9. Freedom from care is yet another invaluable blefling.

And where could I enjoy this as I do now ? I hear of fuch

a thing
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a thing as the cares of the world ; but I feel them not.

My income is ready for me on fo many dated days : all I

have to do is, to carry it home. The grand article of my
expence is food. And this too is provided without any

care of mine. The fervants I employ are always ready on

quarter-day ; fo I have no trouble on their account. And
what I occafionally need to buy, I can immediately have,

without any expence of thought. Here therefore I can be

without carefulnefs. I can attend upon the Lord without dif

traction. And I know what a help this is to the being ho-

ly both in body and fpirit.

10. To quicken me in making a diligent and thankful

ufe of thefe peculiar advantages, I have the opportunity

of communicating weekly, and of public prayer twice a

day. It would be eafy to mention many more, as well as

to {hew many difadvantages, which one of greater courage

and (kill than me, could fcarce feparate from the way

of life you fpeak of. But whatever others could do, I

eould not. I could not ftand my ground one month,

againft intemperance in fleep, felf-indulgence in food, ir-

regularity in ftudy : againft a general lukewarmnefs in my
affections, and remuTnefs in my actions, againft a foftnefs

directly oppofite to the character of a good foldier of Je-

fus Chrift. And then, when my fpirit was thus diftblved,

I fhould be an eafy prey to every temptation. Then might

the cares of the world and the defire of other things, roll

back with a full tide upon me: and it would be no won-

der, if while I preached to others, I myfelf mould be a

caft-away. I cannot therefore but obferve, that the ques-

tion does not relate barely to the degrees of holinefs, but

to the very being of it

:

Agitur de vita C3
5

fanguine Tumi

:

The point is, Whether I fhall or mall not work out

myfalvation? whether I mail ferve Chrift or Belial?

11. What (till heightens my fear of this untried ftate,

is that when I am once entered into it, I am entered ir-

recoverably, once for all

;

Vefigia
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Vefiigia nulla retrorfum.

If I mould ever be weary of the way of life I am now
in, 1 have frequent opportunities of quitting it : but what-
ever ciiiHculties occur in that, forefeen or unforefeen, there

is no return, any more than from the grave. When I

have once launched out into the unknown fea, there is

no recovering my harbour. I muft on, through whatever
whirlpools, or rocks, or fands, though all the waves and
florms go over me.

12. Thus much as to myfclf. But I cannot deny,
" That we are not to confider ourfelves alone; feeing GOD
tc made us all for a focial life, to which academical ftudies

« are only preparatory." I allow too, " That he will take
" an exact account of every talent which he has lent us,
c< not to bury them, but to employ every mite we have
* c received according to his will, whofe flewards -we are."

I own alio, " That every follower of Chrifr, is, in his

M proportion, the light of the world : that whofoever is

" fuch, can no more be concealed, than the fun in the

" midft of heaven ; that if he is fet as a light in a dark
tc place, his fhining mud be the more confpicuous ; that

« c to this very end was his light given, even to mine on all

«« around him :" and indeed, that " there is only one way
<* to hide it, which is, to put it out." I am obliged like-

wife, unlefs I will be againft the truth, to grant, " That
" there is not a more contemptible animal upon earth,

4 « than one that drones away life, without ever labouring

c< to promote, either the glory of GOD, or the good of
* ; man ; and that whether he be young or old, learned or

" unlearned, in a college or cut of it ;" yet granting " The
" fuperlative degree of contempt to be on all accounts

«« due to a colleoe-drone a wretch who has received teno

talents, and employs none ; that is not only promifed a re-

ward hereafter, but is alio paid before-hand for his work,

and yet works not at all. But allowing all this, and what-

ever elfe you can fay (for I own, you can never fay enough)

againft the drowfy ingratitude, the lazy perjury of thofe,

who are commonly called, harmlefs men, a fair proportion

of
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fcf whom I muft, to our fhame, confefs; are to be found

in colleges: allowing this, I fay, I do not apprehend, it

concludes agairift a college life in general. For the abufe

of it, does not deitroy the ufe. Tho' there are fome here

who are the mere lumber of the creation, it does not

follow that others may not be of more fervice to ths

world in this ftation than they could be in any other.

13. That I in particular, could, might (it feems) be in-

fe.red, from what has been fhewn already, viz. That t

may myfelf be. holier here than any where elfe, if I faith-

fully ufe the bleffings I enjoy. But to wave this, I have

other reafons fo to judge ; and the firft is, The plenteouf-

nefs of the harveft. Here is indeed a large fcene of va-

rious -clion. Here is room for charity in all its forms:

there is fcarce any poffible way of doing good, for which

fcere is not daily occaficn. I can now only touch on the

fe ral heads. Here are poor families to be relieved.

Here are children to be educated. Here are workhoufes,

wherein both young and old gladly received the word of

exhortation. Here are prifons, and therein a complication

of all human wants. And, laftly, here are the fchools of

the prophets. Of thefe in particular we muft obferve,

that he who gains one, does thereby do as much fervice to

the world, as he couid do in a parifh in his whole life.

For his name Legion : in him are contained all thofe

who mall be nverted to GOD by him. He is not a fin-

gle drop oi t ie dew of heaven, but a river to make glad

the city of GOD.
14. " ifut Epworth" you fay, " is a larger fphere of

" action than this. There I mould have the care of two
" thoufand fouls." Two thouland fouls ! I fee not how it

is poflible for fuch ah one as me to take care of one

hundred. Becaufe the weight that is now upon me is al«

moil more than I can bear, fhall I increafe it tenfold ?

—— -imponcre Pelio OJfatn

Scilicet, atq. Ojpe fro?idofum involvere Olympum f

Vol. II.
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Would this be the way to help either myfelf or others up
to heaven ? Nay, the mountains I reared would only

crufh my own foul, and fo make me utterly ufelefs to

others.

15. I need but juft glance on feveral other reafons, why
I am more likely to be ufeful here than elfewhere ; as, be-

caufe I have the advice of many friends in any difficulty,

and their encouragement in any danger : becaufe we have

the eyes of multitudes upon us, who, even without defign-

ing it, perform the mod fubftantial office of friendftiip 5

apprizing us, if we have already done any thing wrong,

and guarding us againft our ever doing fo again : laftly, be-

caufe we have a conftant fund (which I believe this year

will amount to near eighty pounds) to fupply the bodily

wants of the poor, and thereby open a way for their fouls

to receive inftruction.

16. If you fay, " The love of the people of Epworth

to me, may balance thefe advantages :" I alk, how long

will it laft ? Only till I come to tell them plainly, that

their deeds are evil ; and particularly to apply that general

fentence, to fay to each, Thou art the man ! Alas, Sir,

do not I know, what love they had to you once ? And
how have many of them ufed you fince ? Why, juft as

every one will be ufed, whofe bufinefs it is to bring light

to them that love darknefs.

17. Notwithstanding, therefore, their prefent prejudice

in my favour, I cannot fee that I am likely to do that good

cither at Epworth or any other place, which I may hope

to do in Oxford. And yet one terrible objection lies in

the way. " Have you found it fo in fact: ? What have
u you done there in fourteen years ? Have not your very

Cf attempts to do good there, for want either of a particu-

" lar turn of mind for the bufinefs you engaged in, or of

" prudence to direct you in the right method of doing it,

" been always unfuccefsful ? Nay, and brought fuch con-

" tempt upon you as has in fome meafure difqualified

*< you for any future fuccefs ? And are there not men in

4{ Oxford, who are not only better and holier than you,

but
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" but who having preferved their reputation, and being

" univerfally efteemed, are every way fitter to promote

« the glory of GOD in that place?"

[Continued at page 280.]

THE LIFE AND DEATH OF

The Reverend JOHN FLETCHER.

[Continued from page 192.]

" T AM in hopes of feeing you foon ; though my friends

X talk of detaining me, to make a farther trial of the

waters. I am forbid preaching: but, blefied be GOD, I

am not forbid by my heavenly Phyfician, to pray, believe,

and love. This is a fweet work, which heals, ftrengthens,

and delights : let us do it, till we have recovered our fpi-

ritual ftrength. And then, whether we {hall be feen on

earth or not, it will be all alike.

" O be hearty in the caufe of religion. Be either hot

or cold. It is a fearful thing to be lukewarm, and thereby

fall into the hands of the living GOD! Be humbly zeal-

ous for your own falvation and for GOD's glory. And
forget not to care for each other's falvation. The cafe of

wicked Cain is very common : the practice of many fays

with that wretch, Aiyi I my brother's keeper? O pray GOD
to keep you by his mighty power through faith unto fal-

vation. Keep yourfelves in the love of GOD and keep

pne another, by example, reproof, exhortation, encou-

ragement, focial prayer, and a faithful ufe of all the means

of grace. Ufe yourfelves to bow at Chrift's feet as your

prophet. Go to him continually for the holy anointing of

his fpirit, who will be a teacher always near, always with

you and in you. If you have that inward inflruclior, you

will fufFer no material lofs, though your outward teachers

mould be removed.

" While you have the light of GOD's word, believe in

the light, that ye may be the children of the light;, fitted

for
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for the kingdom of eternal light ! Where I charge you, pre«

pare to meet with joy

Your affectionate, though unworthy
Brother and minifter,

JOHN FLETCHER."

4. I fubjoin part of a letter wrote fome time before ir$

the fame fpirit to his parifhioners at Madeley.

Dec. 28, 1776.
u My dear parishioners,

« The weaknefs of my body confining me from you, I

humbly fubmit to the Divine difpenfation. And I eafe the

trouble of my abfence from you, by being prefent with you
in fpirit, and by reflecting on the pleafure I have felt in

years paft, in finging with you, Unto us a child is born; un-

to us a Son is given. This truth let us receive with all rea-

dinefs, and we fhall meet in Chrift, the center of lafting

union. And our hearts fhall be full of the fong of angels,

Glory be unto GOD in the highejl! On earth peace! Good-

will toward men! In order to this, may the eyes of your

understanding be more and more opened to fee the need

of a Redeemer, and to behold the fuitablenefs, freenefs^

and fulnefs of the redemption wrought out by the Son
of GOD ! This wifh glows in my foul fo ardently, that

it brings me down upon my knees, while I write. And in

that pofture I intreat you all, to confider and improve the

day of your vifitation ; and to prepare in good earneft, to

meet with joy your GOD and your unworthy paftor in

another world! Weak as I was when I left you, I hear

that many, who were then healthy and ftrong, have got

the {tart of me 5 and that fome have been hurried into

eternity, without a moments warning. May this awful

event ftnke a deeper confideration into all our fouls

!

May the found of their bodies, darned in pieces at the

bottom of the pit, rouze us to a fpeedy converfion, that

we may never through careleffhefs or delay, fall into the

^ottomlefs pit! Tottering as I ftand on the brink of the

grave3
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grave, fome of you alfo may drop into it before me. Let

us all then prepare for our approaching change, and never

reft till we are affured it will be a happy one ! Let the

long-fuffering of GOD toward us, who furvive the hun-

dreds that I have buried, lead us all to repentance! Em-
brace Jefus Chrift, who wept for you in the manger,

agonized for you in the garden, bled for you on the crofs,

and now pleads for you on his mediatorial throne! Meet
me not at the great cay in your fins and in your blood!

Meet me in the robe of Chrift's merits and in the white

linen (the purity of heart and life) which is the righteoujhefs

of the faints! Let all wickednefs be gone for ever with

the old year! And with the new year begin a new life:

a life of renewed devotion to GOD, and increafing love

to our neighbour!

« Though I hope to fee much more of the goodnefs of

GOD in the land of the living than I do fee, yet bleffed

be the divine mercy, I fee enough to keep my mind at all

times unruffled, and to make me calmly willing to refign

my foul into the hands of my faithful Creator. I delire

your public thanks for all the favours which he continu-

ally fheweth me. May our thankfulnefs crown the new
year, as the Lord's patience and goodnefs have renewed
our life. Permit me to befeech an intereft in your pray-

ers alfo. Alk that I may be willing to receive all that

GOD is willing to beftow. Afk that I may meekly fuf-

fer and zealoully do all the will of GOD in my prefent
circumftances: and that living or dying I may fay, To
me to live is Chrift, and to die is gain. If GOD calls

me foon, I beg he may in his good providence, appoint a
more faithful fhepherd over you. You need not fear but
he will. For thefe many months you have had no famine
of the word. And what GOD hath done for months, he
can do for years : yea, all the years of your life. Only
pray. Alk and you mail have. Meet me at the throne of
grace, and you lhall meet me at the throne of glory.

Your affectionate, obliged,

Unworthy minifter,

I. F."
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5. To a friend, mean time, he wrote thus: « With
refpect to my foul, I calmly wait in unfhaken refignation,

for the full falvation of GOD: ready to truft him, to
venture on his faithful love, and on the fure mercies of
Davidy either at midnight, noon-day, or cock-crowing.
For my time is in his hand -> and his time is beft, and
{hall be my time. Death hath loft his fting j and I thank
GOD, I know not what hurry of fpirits is, or unbeliev-
ing fears, under the moft trying circumftances. Thanks
be to GOD for his unfpeakable gift

!"

6. He now fpent part of his time at Bri/Iol, but the

greateft part at Brijlington* In one place or the other, as
well as at Newington, he was vifited by many refpectable

perfons. Many of thefe. were Calvinifts j feveral of whom
bore witnefs to his deep piety and exalted fpirit. But a
diffenting minifter, after prefling him hard, with regard to

fome of his opinions, told him with great warmth, " Mr,
Fletcher, you had better have been gafping for life with an
afthma, or have had all youy limbs unftrung by a palfy,

than to have wrote thofe Checks," Mr. Fletcher replied,

u Sir, I then wanted more love, and I do fo ftiil :" and in

his higheft fervours of divine love, he always acknowledg-

ed his want of more.

7. Here alfa he miffed no opportunity of inftruclring

fervants and children, fuiting his difcourfe, in a manner
peculiar to himfelf, to their capacity or their bufinefs.

And what would have appeared low in another, did not

appear fo, when fpoken by him. Thus he advifed the

cook, « to ftir up the fire of divine love in his heart, that

it might burn up all the rubbifh therein, and raife a flame

of holy affection : to which with the greateft cordiality he

would fubjoin a fnort prayer. Thus to the houfemaid, he

faid, " I intreat you, to fweep every corner of your heart,

that it may be fit to receive your heavenly gueft." To a

poor man, who came there in a deep confumption, but lit-

tle concerned for his foul, he faid, in a very folemn man-

ner (laying one hand on his own breaft, and the other on

the poor man's) " GOD hath fixed a loud knocker at your

breaft and mine. Becaufe we did not regard, as we ought

to
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to have done, the gentle knocks and calls of his Holy Spi-

rit, his word, and his providences, he has taken fall hold

here, and we cannot get out of his hand. O let this

knocker awaken you, who are juft dropping into eternal

fleep!"

8. When one or another occafionally mentioned any

unkind thing, which had been faid of him or his writings,

if the perfon who had faid it, was named, he would

flop the fpeaker immediately, and offer up the moft fer-

vent prayer for the perfon of whom he fpoke. He did

not willingly fuffer any one to fay any thing againft his

opponents. And he made all the allowances for them,

which, on a change of circumftances, he would have wifh-

ed them to make for him.

9. He continued at Brijlington till the firft of December,

1777- All other means having now been fairly tried,

with very little effect, moft of the fymptoms being

nearly the fame as they were feveral months ago : it was

determined by the moft Ikilful phyficians, that nothing

could fave his life but a fea voyage. When this was fixed,

Mr. Ireland (a friend in need !) carried him back to New*

ington. While he was here, preparing for his voyage, he

wrote as follows to one of his flock at Madely.

« I heartily thank you for your kind letter. May the

GOD of all grace and love, our common Father and

our all, blefs you all with all fpiritual bleflings, and with

fuch temporal favours, as will beft ferve the end of your

growing in grace.

" My defire is, if I mould be fpared to minifter to you

again, to do it with more humility, diligence, love, and

zeal. But as matters are, you mult take the will for the

deed. And let us all praife GOD for all that is paft, and

truft him for all that's to come ! The Lord enable you

all to cleave to Chrift, and in him to abide in one mind,

Jlriving together for the hope of the go/pel, the fulnefs of the

Spirit. Of this we have often difcourfed together: but

we have not preffed into it with fufEcient ardour and vio-

lence. GOD give us the humble and violent faith which

inherits the promifes, that we may always triumph in

Chrift,
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Chrift, in life and in death ! I beg you would help mtf
to thank the Author of all good for every bleffing of this

life : but above all, for the lively hope of the next, and
for Chrift our common hope, peace, joy, wifdom, righte-

oufnefs and falvation ! In him I meet and embrace you
all! GOD blefs you, and crown you with loving kind-
nefs and tender mercies ! I live, if you ftand. Do net

let me want the reviving cordial of hearing that you ftand

together firm in the faith, deep in humility, and rejoicing

in loving hope of the glory to come ! Blefs GOD much
for the gift of his only-begotten Son ! Be much in pri-

vate prayer. Do not forget the aflembling yourfelves to-

gether in little companies, as well as in public. Walk
humbly as in the fight of death and eternity. And pray

ftill for

Your unworthy fervant,

J. F.

" Let none of your little companies want. If any do,

you are welcome to my houfe. Take any part of the fur-

niture there, and make ufe of it for their relief. And this

fhall be your full title for fo doing.

Witnefs my hand,

JOHN FLETCHER."

io» In the beginning of December, he fet out with

Mr. Ireland and his family, befide fome other company.

A little account of the former part of his journey, is

given by Mr. Ireland^ in a letter to a friend.

« We left Calais , Dec. 12. The north wind was very

high, and penetrated us even in the chaife. We put up

at Bretzul, and the next day got to Abbeville ; whence we

were forced by the miferable accommodations we met with,

to fet out, though it was Sunday. Mr. Fletcher and I ufed

to lead the way : but now the other chaifes got before us.

Nine miles from Abbeville our axletree gave way through

the hard froft, and we were both left to the piercing cold,

on the fide of a hill, without any fhelter. After waiting

an hour and a half we fent the axletree and wheels back

to be repair-ed : and leaving the body of the chaife under a

guard,
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guard, procured another to carry us to the next town. On
the 15th, our chaife arrived in good repair. Travelling

fleadily forward (though the country was all covered with

fnow) on the 27th we reached Dijon. During the whole

journey, Mr. Fletcher fhewed vifible marks of a recovery.

He bore both the fatigue and piercing cold as well as

the bell of us. On the 31ft we put up at Lyons, and fo-

lemnly clofed the year, bowing our knees before the throne*

which indeed we did not fail to do, all together, every-

day. January 4, 17785 we left Lyons, and came on the

9th to Aix. Here we reft : the weather being exceeding

fine and warm. Mr. Fletcher walks out daily. He is now
able to read, and to pray with us every morning and even-

ing. He has no remains of his cough, or of the weak-

nefs in his breaft. His natural colour is reftored, and the

fallownefs quite gone. His appetite is good, and he takes

a little wine."

11. In another letter, Mr. Ireland writes thus: " Sooii

after our arrival here, I rode out mod days with my dear

and valuable friend. He now and then complained of the

unealinefs of the horfe, and there were fome remains of

forenefs in his breaft. But this foon went off. The be-

ginning of February was warm, which, when he walked

in the fields, relaxed him too much. But when the wind
got north or eaft, he was braced again. His appetite is

good; his complexion as healthy as it was eleven years ago.

As his ftrength increafes, he increafes the length of his

rides. Laft Tuefday he fet out on a journey of a hundred

and twelve miles. The fir ft day he travelled forty miles.

The third day he travelled fifty-five. He bore his journey

as well as I did : and was as well and as active at the end

of it as at the beginning. During the day, he cried out,

" Help me to praife the Lord for his goodnefs: I never

expected to fee this day." He now accepted a prefilng

invitation to preach to the Proteftants here. He did fo on
Sunday morning on thefe words, Examine your/elves, whe-
ther ye be in the faith. For fome days before, he was
afraid he had done wrong in accepting the invitation. But

Oh ! how (hail I be able to exprefs the power and liberty

Vol. II. H h which
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which the Lord gave him ! Both the French and Englifn

were greatly affecled : the word went to the heart both of

faints and finners. If the Lord continues his ftrength and

voice (which is now as good as ever it was) he has an ear-

ned invitation to preach where we are going, near Mont*

pelier. You would be aflonifhed at the intreaties of parlors

as well as people. He has received a letter from a minifter

in the Levine mountains, who intends to come to Montpe-

Iier9 fixty miles, to prefs him to go and preach to his flock.

Soon after this, his brother came to fetch him to Switzer-

land. He purpofes to fpend the next fummer in his own
country, and the following winter in thefe parts, or in

fome part of the fouth of France.

12. " His brother conducted him from Montpelier to

Nyon, the place of his nativity. Here he lived in that

which was his father's houfe, in the midfl of his affection-

ate relations, who took care that he mould neither want

the beft advice, perhaps equal to any in Europe^ nor any

thing that could pofllbly contribute to the full recovery of

his health."

13. About this time a letter was written to that venera-

ble old man, Mr. Perronet, vicar of Shoreham, informing

him that there was a valuable eftate at his native place,

which properly belonged to him, and which might eafily

be recovered, if he fent one of his fons to claim it. All

his friends whom he confulted on the occafion, judged this

information was not to be flighted. And his youngeft fon,

Mr. William Perronet, was willing to undertake the jour-

ney. But before he fet out, he wrote to Mr. Fletcher^

defiring his advice. Part of his anfwer was as follows

:

Nyon, June 2, 1778.
" While I write to you to make your title clear to 3

precarious eftate on earth ; permit me to remind you of

the heavenly inheritance entailed upon believers. The
will (the New Teftament) by which we can recover ir, is

proved : the court is equitable : the Judge loving and gra-

cious. To enter on the pofleflion of part of the eftate

here, and of the whole hereafter, we need only to believey

and
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and prove evangelically that we are believers. Let us fet

about it now with earneftnefs, with perfeverance, and with

full affurance, that through grace we (hall carry our point.

Alas, what are eftates or crowns to grace and glory?

The Lord grant we may all choofe the better part

!

" Since I wrote laft, in order to fhorten my journey, I

ventured to crofs the mountains, which feparate France

from this country. But on the third day, I found an un-

expected trial—a hill, which we were to afcend by a wind-

ing road, but fo fteep, that the horfes were hardly able to

draw the empty chaife. This obliged me to walk in the

fteepeft places for feveral hours together. The fun was

hot. I perfpired violently, and the next day I fpat blood

again. But having kept to afTes' milk ever fince, I am
(blefled be GOD) much better.

" This country is delightful. I invite you to come and

fee it, and {hare a delightful apartment. I defign to try

this fine air fome months longer. We have a fine fhady

wood, near the lake, where I can ride in the cool all the

day, and enjoy the ftnging of a multitude of birds. But

this, though fweet, does not come up to the fmging of

my dear friends in England. There I meet them in fpirit

feveral hours in the day. GOD blefs my dear friends !"

14. About the fame time he wrote to Dr. Turner as fol-

lows :

" Should I gather flrength, I mould under GOD, ac-

knowledge youy dear Sir, as the inftrument of that blelling,

as you were above twenty years ago. Ten thoufand thanks

I render to you, Sir, and to Mr. Perronet for your kind

and generous care and attendance. May GOD reward

you both, by bellowing upon you all the bleftings which can

make life happy, death comfortable, and eternity delight-

ful and glorious ! May the richer! cordials of divine love,

and the balm of Gilead, a Saviour's precious blood, re-

vive your fouls and comfort your hearts ! And in your
every want and extremity, may you both find fuch tender

helpers and comforters, as have been found in you by,

dear Sir,

Your moft obliged, though moft unworthy

fervant and patient,

JOHN FLETCHER."
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15. In the latter end of the year, Mr. William Perromf
fet out for Switzerland. In a letter he wrote from thence
to Mr. Greenwood^ he gives a little farther account of
Mr. Fletcher. And this letter I the rather inicrt, as I be.
lieve this letter with a few more, is all that remains of
that amiable young man, who never more faw his native

land, being called hence, while he was on his journey to

England.

There is fomething in the beginning of his letter, which
is a little humourous : but this the candid reader will eafily

excufe. It runs thus :

Nyon, -Jan. 18, 1779,
" Dear Sir,

" As you defire of me to fend you foine account of my
journey, now I am a little fettled, I will do it in the belt

manner I am able.

" I fet out from London on Tuefday, November 17*

We arrived at Dover about 3 on Wednefday morning ; em-

barked on Thurfday, and arrived at Calais in about three

hours.

" Though it was in war-time, yet we did not meet

with the lead incivility, either here or in any part of France.

But the badnefs of the inns makes the travelling through

this country difagreeable- The rooms in general are fo

dirty, as to be fitter for fwine than men. Each room both

above and below flairs, is provided with two, three, or

four beds. And they are fo high as to require fteps to get

up to them. For there is on each bed, firft, a monilrous

canvas bag, {luffed with a huge quantity of ftraw : over

this a feather bed, and on this as many mattrefles as the

hoft can furnifh. But the worll is, the meets are not

damp, but rather downright wet. Yet the good woman
would conftantly fcoJd us, if we attempted to dry them

even at our own fire : infilling upon it, that it was impof-

(ible they fiiould be damp at all.

[Continued at page 2 87.]
The.
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£Continued from page 199.]

TV jfOND AY, September 7. Richard Saift, Cbarhs

JVX White> and myfelf fet off for New-Roche//e. At

flight I felt myfelf unwell, and my mind under a cioud5 but

gave an exhortation at Mr. Devoe's in the evening.

Tuefday 8. This was a day of hcavinefs, much trouble,

fore temptation, and forrow of- heart \ but in the evening

I was happy in GOD, and fpake with power and feeling.

On Wednefday my mind was more warmly engaged, and

I preached to many people both at 3 o'clock and 7.

Thurfday 10. Mr. Devoe accompanied me as far as

Kingsbridge, on my way to Tork, where Sammy Sclby met

me, and rode with me the reft of the way.

I preached in the evening, and rofe to preach next morn-

ing at 5. It appears to me that trouble is at hand, but I

fear nothing; being confcious of having acted uprightly

before them all, and having no by-ends in view. Who-
ever has muft anfwer for it. "Whatever ' comes, I am de-

termined, while here, by the grace of GOD, to proceed

according to the Methodift doctrine and discipline.

Friday 11. I met the people in the morning, to dif-

courle with them about their temporal matters, and ap-

pointed Mr. Chafe to take an account of the weekly and

quarterly collections. But the two other Rewards refufed

an exacl: entry of the money that is not fettled. However,

the people mufl have the fame fatisfac~tion concerning the

other collections. Saturday morning, I felt a Strong defire

to live to GOD, and a dr. with a fingle eye to his glorv in

all that I do. On Saturday evening we had a comfortable

meeting. After preaching to many people on the Lord';;

day at 7, I prepared to approach the table. There was a

great drawing among the people while thefe words were

enforced, This da in remembrance of me. Lord prepare my
heart.
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heart. My bleeding Lord ! let my foul feel thy melting
love. Lord, make all thy people glad together in thee,

that thou mayeft be* glorified in and by us both now and
ever. At the table I had peace and joy, and was deeply
affe&ed at the fight of the poor negroes, feeing their fable

faces adorn the table of the Lord. In the evening I had a

full houfe and much divine affiftance.

Monday 14. I had much peace and love in preaching
at 5, and this day felt power to live to GOD.

Tuefday 15. I fpent great part of my time in company,

and preached with fome life to a fmall company at Bloom*

ingdale* Preaching at 5 the next morning, I had many
people, and a comfortable fenfe of GOD; and poflefs a

humble hope that I mall live this day to GOD.
Wednefday 16. I fet off for New-town, and find near-

rtefs to GOD and more conftancy of mind, with a humble

hope that I mall live to GOD. Our journey was wet and

troublefome ; however there was a fmall company of peo-

ple, and I preached with fome life, and difregard my fa-

tigue if any good can be done. We returned to York in

the night, which was very dark: but he to whom the dark-

i>efs is known, conducted us in fafety. Friday morning I

found peace and life; but fatan was hard at my heels.

Lord help me to be always guarded, and to fly the very

appearance of evil; fo that in thy ftrength I may every

moment conquer.

Saturday 19. I felt comfortable in preaching this morn-*

ing at 5 o'clock. Oh my GOD ! help me to live this day to

thy glory. We had life this evening alfo in public ex-

hortation.

Lord's day 20. In the morning we had a good time

while I fpake from the latter part of the eighty-firft pfalm

;

and in the evening we had a very full houfe, and the

Lord favoured me with warmth and power while I ad-

dreffed the people from Rom. vi. 17, 18. After preach-

ing on Monday morning, I went to State?i-IJland. Jullice

fflnght met me and informed me that the people were ve-

ry bufy at that time in court ; fo I went and preached to

many attentive people at Bird's ferry. Hitherto the Lord

hath
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hath helped. I will endeavour to praife him with my
whole heart, and glorify him more and more. Tuefday

I crofled the bay and preached in the evening at Tork,

Wednefday 23. In the morning I preached, and felt a

meafure of peace, and ftronger confidence in my foul to-

wards GOD.
I am now twenty-feven years of age, and have had a re-

ligious concern on my heart about fourteen years ; though

I felt fomething of GOD as early as the age of feven

years.

Thurfday 24. I preached in the mOrning from Pfalm

Ixxxvi. 1 7 ; and found myfelf enlarged in the evening 011

the fubjecl of the good Samaritan. This day my foul has

felt much love toward GOD, and my mind has been bent

on doing his will.

Friday 25. Attending the lecture to-day, I heard the

Doctor with much fatisfa&ion; and in the evening preach-

ing, I laid open the plague of the human heart as I felt it.

It was a folemn time. This day we received tidings from

Philadelphia of their doing well both in fpiritual and tem-

poral matters. Some have been much diffatisfied with pri-

vate fociety-meetings, and collections in the clafies. But

in the midft of every trial, the Lord keeps me in peace.

On Saturday morning, though it was cold, we had many
people and £ moving time at 5 o'clock and a comfortable

ieafon in the evening exhortation.

Lord's day 27. Preaching this morning on building the

tower, I had fome affiftance ; but experienced fome heavy

exercifes of mind this day. In the evening I was enabled

to preach with power, on the awful fubjecl; of judgment:

attempting

I. To prove that the judgment will be univerfal.

II. To defcribe the perfon of the Judge.

IIL To defcribe the awful events preceding and attend-

ing that period.

IV. To point out the bufinefs of the day.

V. To (hew the decifion and confequents.

Monday 28. Many people attended the preaching at 5

o'clock, and Brother Sauf& and myfelf fet off in the fore-

noon
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noon for New-Rcchel/e. As we came unexpectedly on thd

people, I improved the occafion by preaching from thefe

words, /;/ fuch an hour as \e think not, the Son of man com*

Tuefday 29. At friend Dcvoc's, I preached with inward

life from JS&ek. xxxiii. 4. I have been much aflaultcd this

day with temptations* But have been kept by the power
of GOD. I find a degree of effeminacy cleaving to mc,
but abhor it from my very heart. The reading of Mr*

Weflefs journal has been made a blefTing to me, and I

hope for victory over all my foes.

Wednefday 30. I was led to fpeak very clofely at Peter

Bonnet? to a congregation in which were many old peo-

ple j and then returned to Mr. Devoe's, where I preached

with freedom, and enforced the duty of meeting together

umong themfelves.

October I. I fet ofF for Tori ; preaching to a fmall com-

pany at Kingsbridgc on my way. This day I received a let-1

ter from my mother, informing me that {he was very weak

In body, and had an earned defire to fee me once more be-

fore fhe dies.

October 3. Though. I preached with liberty Iaft night, yet

my mind was troubled to-day with temptations ; but earnell-

iy defire to renew my covenant with GOD. Mr. Wright re-

ceived a letter from Mr* Wejtey^ enforcing our rules and

discipline. My defire is to fet loofe to every created ob-

ject, and through grace to be holy as my Lord is holy.

Lord's day 4. I felt divine afliftance in preaching both

morning and evening ; but was grieved at feciety-meeting,

to fee the fleward defirous to let ftrangers in.

On Monday I wrote to Mr. JVeJIey, and communicated

the true fentiments of my mind.

Tuefday 6. This was a day of peace and reft to my1

£bul. After preaching at night with fome power, I fpoke

to our Reward, whofe conduct did not altogether pleafe

me—frequently avoiding to fpeak to me— abfenting himfelf

from the meeting of the leaders—the appearance of difii-

muJation—oppofing our rules—and confulting perfons who
were
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members of our fociety. He appeared to be fomewhat af-

fected by the converfation.

Thurfday 8. In preaching both morning and evening,

I had an opening of foul toward the people, and found my
inind in peace. My greateft concern is to be altogether

holy in heart. I met the fociety this evening, and told them

plainly my mind relative to their ftate as a collective

body.

Friday 9. I met the leaders, and there were fome {harp

debater. After much had been faid, I was charged with

ufing Mr. N ill, in faying, He oppofed my meeting

the fociety. Mr. L told me that I had already preach-

ed the people away ; and intimated that the whole work

would be deltvoyed by me. Perhaps this was becaufe I

fpoke fo freely to Mr. N , and defired him to take

care what company he kept.

Saturday 10. I received a letter from Mr. Wejlcy, in

which he required a (trier attention to difcipline ; and ap-

pointed me to act as afliftant. He alio enjoined that Mr. Wil-

liams might not print any more books without his confent.

I alfo received a letter from Mr. Williams, informing me
of the (late of matters in Maryland; and that it was ap-

pointed for me to winter there. For this I intend to pre-

pare.

Lord's day 1 1 . Preached with power in the morning9

and fpake freely to a large congregation in the evening.

My foul is bleft with peace and love to GOD.
Monday 12. Read one of Mr. Wefleys fermons to the

people, and believe fome felt it reproving them for evil

fpeaking. My mind is ferene and comfortable. Part of

Monday was fpent meeting claries *, and on Tuefuay

morning at 5* I had lany people and preached with life.

My intention is I eal faithfully with all ; and it is my
real opinion, that I am not fo fenfible of faults in any other

perfons, as in mjtfelf. Lord, help me to be faithful, 'and

in all I do to g i thee more than ever. My foul felt

power this even g in preaching.

Wednefday.
:

u to New-town, but was not expected.

However, we scted many people to hear the word.

I i I theri
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I then Returned to Tork, and after preaching in the morning

was engaged in fettling the claffes, making up fome bands,

and meeting the children. I have reafon to be thankful,

though my trials have been great from many quarters, they

have not moved me.

Friday i6» Preached in the morning, and felt refigned

to any thing, having no choice, but am willing to go to

the end of the world, if I can be holy and ufeful.

Lord's day 18. Preached in the morning with fome fen-

fibiiity, and then went to hear Mr. Ingles, who delivered a

profitable difcourfe on the education of children.
* He

proved the neceffity, annuity, and human authority of

catechifingj and made it evident, that in the primitive

church, the beft and ableft men were appointed for this

work. He gave fome account of the fchool in Alexandria

;

and told the audience, that in this duty there mould be

both precept and example, and fometimes feverity. In the

evening I was enabled to fpeak plainly to a large congrega-

tion, from Dent. xxx. 19. / call haven and earth to record

again/} you this day, that I have fet before you life and death,

hleffng and curfing : therefore choofe life, that both thou and

thy feed may live. This day we had a love-feaft. Many
people fpoke freely, but not long. This I have obferved

more here than in England, that the people fpeak fhort,

and yet very full.

Monday 19. Set off in the ftage for Philadelphia. The
company was all pretty quiet except one young man, who
frequently profaned the name of the Lord. It was my in-

tention to reprove him, but waiting for a proper time, I

found an opportunity when there was only one perfon with

Him, and then told him how he had grieved me. He re-

ceived the admonition very well ; and excufed himfelf by

faying, he did not think of what he was doing. After-

wards he feemed more careful. After dining at Brunfwick,

We came to Princeton, a place I had long wimed to fee

for the fake of the pious Mr. Davis, late prefident of the

college there. Here I met Mr. Boardman, and we both

agreed in judgment about the affairs of the fociety: and

we were comforted together. The next day I came to

Trenton ;
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Trenton ; but a drunken failor had locked up the court-

houfe, fo was obliged to preach in a fchool-houfe, where

we had a comfortable meeting; and alfo at 5 the next morn*

[Continued at page 297.]

LETTER.

[Motives and marks of growth.]

To the mojl loving and be/I beloved, the fervants of Chrijl i.i

Taunton, grace and peace,

Mojl dear and tender friends,

"WTHOSE I am, and whom under GOD I defire to

VV ferve ; to build you up in holinefs and comfort

hath been through grace my great ambition. This is that

which I laboured for this is that which I fufFer for : and
in fhort, the end of all my applications to you, and to

GOD for you. How do your fouls profper ? Are they

in a thriving cafe ? What progrefs do you make in

fanclifkation ? Doth the houfe of Saul grow weak-
er and weaker, and the houfe of David ftronger and
ftronger ? Beloved, I am jealous of you with a godly jea-

loufy, left any of you mould lofe ground in thefe declining

times
:
and therefore cannot but be often calling upon you

to look to your ftanding, and to watch and hold faft, that
no man take your crown, Ah ! how furcly (hall you reap
in the end, if you faint not ! Take heed therefore that
you lofe not the things you have wrought, but as you have
begun well, fo go on in the ftrength of Chrift, and give
diligence to the full aiTurance of hope to the end.
Do you need motives?] 1. How much are you behind

hand? Oh, the fair advantages that we have loft ! What
time, what fabbaths, fermons, facraments, are upon the
matter loft ! How much work have we yet to do 1 Are

you
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you fure of heaven yet? Are you fit to die yet? Surc-i

jy they that are under fo many great wants, had need to

fet upon fome more thriving courfes.

Secondly, Confider what ethers have gained, whilfi we, it

way be, ft down by the lofs : Have we not met many veffels

richly laden, while our fouls are empty ? Oh, the golden

prizes that fome have won ! While we have folded the hands,

fo lleep, have not many of our own (landing in religion,

left us far behind them ?

Thirdly, Confider you will all find little enough when

you come to die : The wife among the virgins have no oil to

fpar£ at the coming of the bridegroom temptation and

death will put all your graces to it. How much ado have

many had at iaft to put into this harbour ! David cries

for refpite till he had recovered a little more ftrength.

Fourthly, Confider how Jhort your time for gathering in

probably is ? The Ifraelites gathered twice fo much man-
rta agajnft the fabbath as they did at other times, becaufe

at that time there was no manna fell. Brethren, you

know not how long you have to lay in for. Do you aflc

for marks, how you may know your fouls to be in a thriv-

ing cafe ?

Firfi, If your appetites be more frong. Do you thirft af-

ter GOD and grace, more than heretofore? Do your

cares for and defires after the world abate? And do

you hunger and thirft after righteoufnefs ? Whereas you

were wont to come with an -ill-will to holy duties, do yeni

now come to them as an hungry ftornach to its meat?

Secondly
, If your pulfes beat more even. Are you dill off

and on, hot and cold ? Or is there a more even fpun

thread of fiolinefs through your whole courfe ? Do you

make good the ground from which you were formerly beat-

en oil ?

Thirdly, If you do look more to the carrying on together the

duties of both tobies. Do you not only look to the keeping

or your own vineyards, but do you lay out yourfelves for

the gpod of others? and are ye filled with zealous defires

for their converhon and faivation ? Do you manage your

talk and your trade, by the rules of 'religion ?
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Do yo| eat and fleen by rule ? Doth religion form and

mould, and direct your carriage towards hufbands, wives,

parents, children, mailers, fervants ? Do you grow more

univerfally confcientious ? Is piety more difFufive than ever

with you ? Doth it come more abroad with you, out of your

clofets, into your houfes, your (hops, your fields ? Doth

it journey with you, and buy and fell for you ? Hath it

the carting voice in all you do ?

Fourthly, If the duties of religion he more delightful to you.

Do you take more delight in the word than ever ? Are

you more in love with fecret prayer, and more abundant

in it ? Cannot you be content with your ordinary feafous,

but are ever and anon making extraordinary vifits to heaven ?

And upon all occafions turning afide to talk with GOD in

fome fhort ejaculations ? Are you often darting up your

foul heavenwards ? Is it meat and drink for you to do the

will of GOD ? Do you come off more freely with GOD,
and anfwer his calls with more readinefs of mind ?

Fifthly, If you are more abundant in thofe duties which are

mof difpleafing to the fiijh. Are you more earned in morti-

fication ? Are ycu more (trier, and fevere than ever in the

duty of daily felf-examination, and holy meditation ? Do
you hold the reins harder upon the fiefli than ever ? Do
ycu keep a ftricter watch upon ycur appetites ? Do you
lit a ftronger guard upon your tongues ? Have you a more
jealous eye upon ycur hearts ?

Sixthly, If you grow more vile in ycur dwn eyes. Do you
grow more out of love with men'o eiteem, and fet lefs by
it? Are you not marvellous tender of being flighted?

Can you rejoice to fee others preferred before ycu?" Can
you heartily value and love them that think meanly of
you ?

^

Seventhly, If you grow more quick cf fenfe, mere [erfhie of
divine infiuences, or withdrawings. Are you more afraid of
fin than ever? Are your fins a greater pain to you than
heretofore ? Are your very infirmities your great afflic-

tions ? and the daily workings of corruption a continual
grief cf mind to you ?

I mutt
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I muft conclude abruptly, commending you to GODa

$nd can only tell you that I am
Yours in the Lord Jefus,

LETTER.
[From Mifs M, A—, to the Rev, J. Wefley.}

Rev. Sir,

A S the end of your labour in the vineyard is the con*

JLA. verfion of fouls, it will give you much pleafure to,

be informed that my fifter Nancy is truly converted.

She fays, me often envied the happinefs of the people

called Methodifts; and that not finding it in herfelf, con-

cluded it was for want of knowing GOD.
Mr. Edenh converfation was much blefled to her, as ma-

ny things he faid greatly affected her. But under your fer-

mon on, 6( Now is the accepted time, and now is the day

of falvation," her heart faid, this helongs to me* When
you faid to me at fupper, " Prefs forward, left your fifter

ihould get before you," the word came home to her heart.

When {he retired, fhe prayed earneflly that it might be fo*

In the morning, a little after you took leave of her, fhe

could praife GOD, asZ^rGOD: foon after, fhe commu-

nicated it to her brother; and the next day joined the fo-

ciety. The day following, coming over to fee me, I was,

quite aftonifhed ; as fhe feemed fully to poftefs the faith

which worketh by love. She now prayed, and fang the

praifes of GOD continually; and was fo full of the love

of GOD, that fhe could hardly contain herfelf. She feem-

ed alfo to forget her fooc], while her fleep quite forfook her.

She mod earneftiy de fired to receive the Lord's fupper,

and had no fear of death; hut feared it was wrong to be

fo happy, as (he had felt fo little forrow for fin.

The two things fhe formerly thought would be her greateft

profs to part with, if ever {he became ferious, fhe was

tried
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tried witli the next day; when behold! the mountain be-

came a plain: for her right hand was cut off without much
difficulty!

She faid fhe would go to her worldly acquaintance, and

tell them what GOD had done for her foul : and alfo tell

them how fhe muft live and acl: ; and that if they would

do fo too, fhe would continue their acquaintance ; but if

not, fhe muft break it off.

I know, Sir, you will blefs GOD with me, becaufe he

has given you a child, and me a filter in the Lord. I

now begin to hope that all our family will be brought to

the knowledge of the truth. How delightful is the thought!

I blefs GOD that I can rejoice in Chrift Jefus! and have

no confidence in the flefh. Pray for me, reverend Sir^

and believe me to be your moft affectionate and obliged

fervant,

M, A—

(

Feb. 20
3 1773.

A Jhor't Account of the Death of Mrs. S. BuMSTED*

TT EARING that my dear wife was in labour, I fleX?

JLX immediately to her affiftance, and found her almoft

in the agonies of death; but perfectly fenfible and very

happy.

When we judged her not able to pronounce one word
diftinclly, fhe broke out, to my great furprife and comfort,

« I'll praife my Maker while I've breath,

And when my voice is loft in death,

Praife fhall employ my nobler powers.'
1

"When (he faw all about her in great affliction, fhe en*

deavoured to comfort us by repeating the following wordsj,

« Come on, my partners in diftrefs,

My comrades through the wildernefs,

Who
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Who ftill your bodies feel

;

Awhile forget your griefs and fears*

And look beyond this vale of tears

To that cdeftial hill."

When death feemed to appear fomcthing formidable,

fiie cried,

« No, not Jordan's ftream, nor" death's cold flood,

Shall fright me from the more."

Again, fhe faid,

" Hark ! they whifper ! angels fay,

Sifter fpirit, come away!"

Then the dear creature extending her dying arms, as il

juft going to fiy away to her Saviour, faid,

U For me my elder brethren ftay,

And angels beckon me away,

And Jefus bids me come 1"

She then added, with unfpeakable rapture,

" O what are all my fuffcrings here,

If Lord thou count me meet,

With that enraptur'd hoft to appear,

And worfliip at thy feet!"

I never before faw a dying creature fo fupported : and

what I then felt, and do now feel on the occafion, is. un-

utterable ! My heart feems ready to burft with grief and

joy at the fame inftant ! Surely no one ever flood in more

need of the prayers of chriftia'n friends than I do, who am
now deprived of the comfort and aiTiilance of a moil wor-

thy and engaging companion.

D. BUMSTED.
I.nudoiiy OEl. 4, 1773.

A Jbort
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A Jhort Account ^Mary Parkinson, of Li/hurn, In

Ireland,

MARY PARKINSON feared GOD from her

childhood, and often lamented her finfui ftate

;

though (he was ignorant of the nature and method of fal-

vation ! About eleven years ago, as one was giving out

the following hymn, in her father's houfe,

O let no gloomy crime,

Pollute the rifing day

!

Or Jefu's blood, like evening deWj

Warn all the ftains away f

fhe felt her need of Chrift, and the fame night found a

clear fenfe of her acceptance with GOD. That night, while

afleep, (he was in a kind of trance, and faw the glory of

heaven. Being waked, Ihe cried out to thofe about her,

i( O come, and tafte the waters of life j for they are now
running!" She alfo gave thanks for the comfortable lleep

fhe had had, and feemed grieved that (he awoke fo foon.

From this time fhe was much in prayer for herfelf, the

fuccefs of the gofpel, and the world in general. In this

employment (he frequently fpent whole nights : never tak-

ing reft till fhe found power to believe. Though for a long

time Ihe had been dreadfully afflicted with rheumatic pains,

ihe was fupported under them by faith and prayer.

About nine years ago (having now loft the ufe of her

limbs) (he was carried to a love-feaft, at Mr* G—'s, at

which time her foul was filled with the pUre love of GOD.
From that time (he was never heard to complain that

GOD dealt hardly by her; but rejoiced evermore, prayed

without ceafing, and in every thing gave thanks.

Being aflced a little before her death, if fhe found any

temptation ? ihe faid, " I am fometimCs tempted to think

that GOD deals hardly with me 5 but thefe temptation?

all vanifh by looking unto Jefus!"

Fo?" fome years, her knees being drawn up to her breaft,

fbe was forced to lie conftantly on one fide, till her bones

Vol. II. K k cam©
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came nearly through her fkin. Accordingly, fne was fo>

contracted, that when dead, her whole length was not

quite two feet. She had alfo (befides conftant pain}been

quite blind for fome time j and experienced very great po-

verty. Yet in all this (he was fo fupported, that (he could

praife the Lord continually.

Some time before her death, fhe faid, " I fee the gate

of heaven open to receive me; and hear the Lord fay,

Come up, my love, my dove, my undefiled! He allures

me I fhall enter in : feeing my robes are warned, and made
white in the blood of the Lamb. I fhall foon mount up a9

on the wings of an eagle, and be where pain and ficknefs,

forrow and weeping, fhall be no more!" Having faid this,

flie fell alleep in Jefus, in the 50th year of her age,

Aprils,

Poetry.

SHORT HYMNS.

Exod. xxxiv. 6. Merciful and gracious,

>

MERCIFUL GOB, thyfelf proclaim

In this polluted breaft 5

Mercy is. thy diftinguihYd name,

Which fuits a finner beft

;

Our mifery doth for pity call,

Our fin implores thy grace;

And thou art merciful to all

Our loft apoftate race.

Excd,
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ExOD. xxxiv. 6. Abundant in goodnefs.

THY goodnefs and thy truth to me,

To every foul abound ;

A vaft, unfathomable fea,

Where all our thoughts are drown'd

;

Its ftreams the whole creation reach,

So plenteous is the ftore

:

Enough for all, enough for each,

Enough for evermore.

Do. xxxiv. 6. Abundant in truth.

FAITHFUL, O Lord, thy mercies are,

A rock that cannot move

;

A thoufand promifes declare

Thy conftancy of love :

Throughout the univerfe it reigns

Unalterably fure

;

And while the truth of GOD remain?,

Thy goodnefs mull endure.

Do. xxxiv. j. Keeping mercy for tkoujands.

RESERVES of unexhaufted grace

Are treafur'd up in fchee,

For myriads of the fallen race,

For all mankind and me

:

The flowing itream continues full,

Till time its courfe hath run

:

And while eternal ages roll,

Thy mercy mall flow on,

Numb.
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NuMB. xi. 27. There ran a young n\an, and told Mofe%

and /aid, Eldad and Medad do prophefy in the camp,

ELDAD, they faid, and Medad there,

Irregularly bold,

By Mofes uncommiflion'd dare

A feparate meeting hold !

And Hill whom none but heaven will own,

Men whom the world decry,

Men, authoriz'd by GOD alone,

Frefume to prophefy!

Verfe 28. My lord Mofes, forbid tkit$+

HOW often have I blindly done

What zealous Jojhua did,

Impatient to the rulers run,

And cry'd, « My lords, forbid \

*' Silence the fchifmatics! conftrain

" Their thoughts with ours t' agree,

* ( And facrifice the fouls of men
« To idol-unity \"

Verfe 2,9. Enviefl thou for my falet

MOSES, the minifter of GOD,
Rebukes our partial love,

Who envy at the gifts beftow'd

On thofe we difapprove!

We do not our own fpirit know,

Who wifh to fee fuppreft

The men that Jefu's fpirit fhow,

The men whom GOD hath bleft,

THIS
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PREDESTINATION CALMLY CONSIDERED.

[By John Wesley, M. A.]

[Continued from page 216.]

XVII. T BELIEVE EUBwn means, fecondlj, A di-

vine appointment of feme men to eternal hap-

pinefs. But I believe this Election to be conditional, as

well as the Reprobation oppofite thereto. I believe the

eternal decree concerning both, is exprefled in thofe words,

He that believeth, Jhall be faved : he that believeth not, Jhall

be damned: and this decree without doubt GOD will not

change, and man cannot refift. According to this, all true

believers are in fcripture termed eleel : as all who continue

in unbelief, are fo long properly reprobates, that is, unap-

proved of GOD, and without difcernment touching the

things of the Spirit.

XVIII. Now GOD to whom all things are prefent at

once, who fees all eternity at one view, calleth the things

that are not, as though they were ; the things that are not

yet, as though they were now fublifting. Thus he calls

Abraham, the father of many nations, before even Jfaac was

born. And thus Chrift is called, the Lamb Jlatn from tfo

Jjundaiion
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foundation of the world, though he was not flain, in fact;,

till fome thoufand years after. In like manner, GOD
calleth true believers, eleBfrom thefoundation of the world

:

although they were not actually elect or believers, till ma-
ny ages after, in their feveral generations. Then only it

was, that they were actually elected, when they were made
the fens of GOD by faith. Then were they in fact, chofm

and taken out of the world ; eleel (faith St. PaulJ through be-

lief of the truth : or (as St. Peter exprelfes it) eleEl according

to the foreknowledge of GODy through fanclifcation of the

Spirit.

XIX. This Election I as firmly believe, as I believe the

feripture to be of GOD. But unconditional Election I cannot

believe j not only becaufe I cannot find it in feripture, but

alfo (to wave all other confiderations) becaufe it neceffarily

implies unconditional Reprobation. Find out any Election,

which does not imply Reprobation, and I will gladly agree

to it. But Reprobation I can never agree to, while I be-

lieve the feripture to be of GOD ; as being utterly irre-

concilable to the whole feope and tenor both of the Old

and New Teftament.

O that GOD would give me the defire of my heart!

that he would grant the thing which I long for ! even that

your mind might now be free and calm, and open to the

Jight of his Spirit ! that you would impartially confider,

how it is poflible to reconcile Reprobation with the follow-

ing fcriptures

!

Gen. iii. 17. 19. " Becaufe thou haft eaten of the tree

of which I commanded thee, faying, Thou malt not eat of

it—In the fweat of thy face malt thou eat bread," &c.

The curfe mall come on thee and thine offspring, not

becaufe of any abfolute decree of mine, but becaufe of thy

{in.

Chap. iv. 7. " If thou doft well, malt thou not be ac-

cepted I And if thou doft not well, fin lieth at the door.'
1

Sin only, not the decree of Reprobation, hinders thy be-

ing accepted.

Dent. vii. 9, ic. " Know that the Lord thy GOD, he

is the faithful GOD, which keepeth covenant and mercy

with
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with them that love him and keep his commandments to a

thoufand generations : and repayeth them that hate him to

their face, to deftroy them."

Verfe 12. " Wherefore if ye hearken to the fe judgments

and keep and do them, the Lord thy GOD {hail keep un-

to thee the covenant which he fware unto thy fathers."

Chap. xi. 26, 27, 28. « Behold I fet before you this

day a blefling and a curfe : a blefling, if you obey the com-

mandments of the Lord your GOD; and a curfe, if you

will not obey."

Chap. xxx. 15, &c. " See, I have fet before thee this

day, life and good, and death and evil : in that I command

thee this day to love the Lord thy GOD, to walk in his

ways, and to keep his commandments—and the Lord thy

GOD mall blefs thee. But if thou wilt not hear, I de-

nounce unto you this day, that ye mail furely perifh. I call

heaven and earth to record this day, that I have fet before

you life and death, blefling and curfing. Therefore chocfe

life, that both thou and thy feed may live."

2 Chron. xv. 1, 2. " And the Spirit of GOD came

upon Azariahy and he faid, The Lord is with you,

while ye be with him ; and if ye feek him, he will be

found of you ; but if ye forfake him, he will forfake you."

Ezra ix. 13, 14. " After all that is come upon us, for

our evil deeds, and for our great trefpafs ; mould we again

break thy commandments, wouldft thou not be angry with

us, till thou hadft confumed us ?"

Job xxxvi. 5. " Behold, GOD is mighty, and defpifeth

not any." Could he then reprobate any ?

Pfalm cxlv. 9. " The Lord is good to all, and his ten-

der mercies are over all his works."

Prov. 1. 23, &c. " Turn you at my reproof; behold,

I will pour out my fpirit unto you."

" Becaufe I have called and ye refufed, I have ftretched

out my hand, and no man regarded : 1 alfo will laugh

at your calamity, I will mock when your fear cometh.

Then fnall they call upon me, but I will not anfwer ;
they

(hall fcek me early, but they ftia'll not find me." Why ?

Becaufe
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Becaufe of my decree ? No. « For that they hated know-
ledge, and did not choofe the fear of the Lord."

Ifa. lxv. 2, &c. « I have fpread out my hands all the

day unto a rebellious people •,—a people that provoketh me
to anger continually to my face :—therefore will I meafure
their former work into their bofom.—Ye fhall all bow
down to the llaughter, becaufe when I called, ye did not
anfwer.—Therefore ye fhall leave your name for a curfe

unto my chofen : for the Lord GOD mall flay thee, and
call his fervants by another name."

Ezek. xviii. 20, &c. " The foul that finneth, it (hall

die. The fon fhall not bear (eternallyJ the iniquity of the

father, neither fhall the father bear the iniquity of the fon.

—Have I any pleafure at all that the wicked fhould die,

faith the Lord ; and not that he fhould return from his

ways and live ?"

Matt. vii. 26. " Every one that heareth thefe fayings of

mine, and doeth them not, fhall be likened unto a foolifh

man which built his houfe upon the fand." Nay, he could

not help it, if he was ordained thereto.

Chap. xi. 20, &c. " Then began he to upbraid the ci-»

ties wherein molt of his mighty works were done, becaufe

they repented not. Wo unto thee, Chorazin ; wo unto

thee, Bethfaida : for if the mighty works which were done

in you, had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have

repented long ago in fackcloth and afhes." (What ? if

they were not eleEled? And if they of Bethfaida had been

eleEled) would they not have repented too ?) " But I fay

tmto you, it fhall be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in

the day of judgment, than for you. And thou, Caperna-

utnf which art exalted unto heaven, fhalt be brought down
to hell : for if the mighty works which have been done in

thee, had been done in Sodom, it would have remained un-

til this day. But I fay unto you, it fhall be more tolerable

for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than for

thee."

Chap, xii, 41. « The men of Nineveh fhall rife in judg-

ment with this^ generation, and fhall condemn it : becaufe

they repented at the preaching of Jonas; and behold, a

greater
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greater than Jonas is here." But what was this to the pur-

pofe, if the men of Nineveh were elected, and this genera-

tion of men were not ?

Chap. xiii. n, 12. " It is given unto you to know the

myfteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is not

given. For whofoever hath ( i. e. ufeth what he hathJ to

him fhali be given, and he mall have more abundance.

But whofoever hath not, from him mall be taken away even

that he hath."

Chap. xxii. 8. " They which were bidden were not

worthy," were {hut out from the marriage of the Lamb

:

Why fo? Becaufe S( they would not come," ver. 3.

The whole twenty-fifth chapter requires, and will re-

ward your moft ferious confideration. If you can recon-

cile unconditional Reprobation with this, you may recon-

cile it with the 18th of Ezekiel.

John iii. 19. " This is the condemnation, that light is

come into the world, and men loved (or chofej darknefs

rather than light." +m
Chap. v. 44. u How cah ye believe, who receive ho-

nour one of another, and feek not the honour that com-

cth from GOD only r" Obferve the reafen why they could

not believe: not in GOD, but in themfdves.

Acts viii. 20, &c. " Thy money perifh with thee (and.

fo doubtlefs it didJ. Thou haft neither part nor lot in this

matter*, for thy heart is not right in the fight of GOD.
Repent therefore of this thy wickednefs, and pray GOD,
if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee."

So that St. Peter had no thought of any abfolute Reproba-

tion, even in the cafe of Simon Magus.

Rom. i. 20, &c. " They are without excufe; becaufe

when they knew GOD, they glorified him not as GOD

;

—wherefore GOD aifo gave them up to uncleaimffs i
—

who changed the truth of GOD into a lie.—For this cairfe

GOD gave them up to vile affec~tion$.—As they did not

like to retain^GOD in their knowledge, GOD gave them
over to a reprobate mind, to do thofe things which are not

convenient."

Vol. If. > L 1 2 Theft
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2 Theff. ii. io, &c. « Them that perifh, becaufe they re-

ceived not the love of the truth, that they might be faved.

And for this caufe GOD mall fend them ftrong delufion,

to believe a lie : that they all might be damned who believ-

ed not the truth, but had pleafure in unrighteoufnefs." i

XX. How will you reconcile Reprobation with the fol-

lowing fcriptures, which declare GOD's willingnefs that

all fhould be faved I

Matt. xxii. 9. " As many as ye mall find, bid (inviteJ
to the marriage."

Mark xvi. 15. " Go ye into all the world, and preach

the gofpel to every creature."

Luke xix. 41, &c. " And when he came near, he be-

held the city, and wept over it, faying, If (rather O that)

thou had ft known, at leaft in this thy day, the things

which belong unto thy peace !"

John v. 34. " Thefe things I fay, that ye may be fav-

ed," viz. thofe who perfecuted him, and " fought to Jlay

him," ver 16. and of whom he complains, ver. 40. " Ye.

will. not come to me, that ye may have life."

AdTts xvii. 24, &c. u GOD that made the world and all

things therein—giveth to all life, and breath, and all things,

and hath made of one blood all nations of men, for to

dwell on all the face of the earth—-That they mould feek

the Lord."—Obferve, this was GOD's end in creating all

nations on all the earth.

Rom. v. 18. " As by the offence of one, judgment

came upon all men to condemnation ; fo, by the righteouf-

nefs of one, the free gift came upon all men unto juftifica-

tion of life."

Chap. x. xii. « The fame Lord over all, is rich (in mer-

cyJ unto all that call upon him."

1 Tim. ii. 3, 4. " This is good and acceptable in the

fight of GOD our Saviour, who willeth all men to be fav-

ed:"—ChapJiv. 10. " Who is the faviour of all men, es-

pecially of thofe that believe," i. e. intentionally of all,

and actually of believers,

James
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James i. 5. " If any of you lack wifdom, let him alk

of GOD, who giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth

not."

2 Pet. iii. 9. " The Lord is long-fufFering to us-ward,

not willing that any fhould perilh, but that all mould come

to repentance."

1 John iv. 14. <c We have feen and do teftify, that the

Father fent the Son to be the Saviour of the world."

XXI. How will you reconcile Reprobation with the fol-

lowing fcriptures, which declare that Chrift came to fave

all men, that he died for all, that he atoned for all, even

for thofe that finally perilh ?"

Matt, xviii. 11. " The Son of man is come to fave that

which was loft," without any reftri£tion.

John i. 29. " Behold the Lamb of GOD, which tak-

eth away the fin of the world."

Chap. iii. 17. " GOD fent his Son into the world, that

the world through him might be faved."

" Chap. xii. 47. " I came not (nowJ to judge the

world, but to fave the world."

Rom. xiv. 15. " Deftroy not him with thy meat for

whom Chrift died."

1 Cor. viii. 11. " Through thy knowledge fhall thy

weak brother perilh, for whom Chrift died ?"

2 Cor. v. 14, &c. " We thus judge, that if one died

for all, then were all dead : and that he died for all, that

they (or all) who live, (hould live unto him which died for

them." Here you fee, not only that Chrift died for all

men, but likewife the end of his dying for them.

1 Tim. ii. 6. " Chrift Jefus, which gave himfelf a ran-

fom for all."

Heb. ii. 9. " We fee Jefus made lower than the angels,

that he might tafte death for every man."

2 Pet. ii. 1. <£ There fhall be falfe teachers among you,
who ihall privately bring in damnable herefies, even deny-

ing the Lord that bought them, and bringing upon them-
felves fwift deftruclion." You fee, he bought, or redeem-

ed
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ed even thofe that perifh, that bring upon themfelves fwift

deftrucdon.

i John ii. t, 2. " If any man fin, we have an advocate

with the Father, Jefus Chriti the righteous; and he is the

propitiation for our fins" (who are elecl according to the

knowledge of GODJ " and not for ours only, but alfo for

the fins of the whole world."

You are fenfibie, thefe are but a very fmall part of the

fcriptures which might be brought on each of thefe heads.

But they are enough: and they require nocomment*, taken

in their plain, eafy, obvious fenfe, they abundantly prove,

that there is not, cannot be, any fuch thing as uncondi-

tional Reprobation.

[Continued at page 313.]

SERMON XVIIL

On Ecclesiastes vii. 10.

Say not thou, What is the caufe, that the former days were

better than thefe ? For thou doft not enquire wifely concern*

ing this.

f . TT is not eafy to difcern any connection between this

JL text and the context; between thefe words, and. ei-

ther thofe that go before, or thofe that follow after. It

fecms to be a detached, independent fentence, like very

many in the Proverbs of Solomon. And like them, it con-

tains a weighty truth, which deferves a ferious confidera-

tion. Is not the purport of the queftion this? It is not

wife, to enquire into the caufe of a fuppofition, unlefs the

fuppofition itfelf be not only true, but clearly proved fo to

be. Therefore it is not wife to enquire into the caufe of

tills fuppofition, That theformer days were better than thefe:

becaufe, common as it is, it was never yet proved, nor in*

deed ever can be..

2. Perhaps
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2. Perhaps there are few fuppofitions which have panned

more currently in the world than this, That the former

days were better than thefe ; and that in feveral refpecls.

It is generally fuppofed, that we now live in the dregs of

time, when the world is as it were grown old, and confe-

quently, that every thing therein is in a declining itate. It

is fuppofed, in particular, that men were fome ages ago,

of a far taller ilature than now; that they likewife had „

far greater abilities, and enjoyed a deeper and flronger un-

derftariding : in confequence of which their writings of eve-

ry kind are far preferable to thofc of later times. Above
all, it is fuppofed, that the former generations of men ex-

celled the prefent in virtue : that mankind in every age,

and in every nation, have degenerated more and more : fo

that at length they have fallen from the golden, into the

iron age, and now juftice is fled from the earth.

3. Before we confider the truth of thefe fuppofitions,

let us enquire into the rife of them. And as to the gene-

ral fuppofition, That the world was once in a far more ex-

cellent Rate than it is, may we not eafily believe, that this

arofe (as did all the fabulous accounts of the golden age) from
fome confufsd traditions concerning our firft parents and
their paradifiacal ftateP To this refer many of the frag-

ments of ancient writings, which men of learning have
gleaned up. Therefore we may allow, that there is fome
truth in the fuppofition : feeing it is certain, the days

which Adam and Eve fpent in Paradife, were far better

than any which have been fpent by their defcendants, or

ever will be, till Chrift returns to reign upon earth.

4. But whence could that fuppofition arife, That men
were formerly of a larger ftature than they are now ? This
has been a generally prevailing opinion, almoft in all nati-

ons and in all ages. Hence near two thoufand years ago,
the well-known line of Virgil,

£>rtalia nunc hominum produdt corpora tellus.

Hence near two thoufand years before him, Homer tells us
^©f one of his heroes throwing a ftone, which hardly ten

men



A SERMON ON ECCLES. Vll. fdi

men could lift, 'Oioi wv fB^ror Such as men are now, We
allow indeed, there have been giants in all ages, in various

parts of the world. Whether the antediluvians mentioned

in Gcnefis were fuch or no (which many have queflioned)

we cannot doubt but Og the king of Bafan was fuch, as

well as Goliath of G'ath* Such alfo were many of the chil-

dren (or defeendants) of AnaL But it does not appear,

that in any age or nation men in general were larger than

they are now. We are very fure they were not for many
centuries pad, by the tombs and coffins that have been

difcovered, which are exactly of the fame fize, with thofe

that are now in ufe. And in the catacombs at Rome, the

niches for the dead bodies which were hewn in the rock

fixteen hundred years ago, are none of them above fix feet

in length, and fame a little under. Above all, the pyra-

mids of Egypt (that of king Cheops in particular) have be-

yond all realbnablc doubt remained, at leaft three thoufand

years ; yet none, of the mummies (embalmed hodies)

brought therefrom, are above five feet ten inches long.

5» But how then came this fuppofition to prevail fo

long and fo generally in the world ? I know not but it

may be accounted for from hence. Great and little are re-

lative terms, and all men judge of greatnefs and littlenefs,

bv comparing things with themfelves. Therefore it is not

ilrange, if we think men are fmaller now, than they were

when we were children. I remember a remarkable inftance

of this, til my own cafe. After having left it feven years,

I had a great defire to fee the fchool where I was brought

up. When I was there, I wondered that the boys were

fo much fmaller than they ufed to be when I was at fchool.

" Many of my fchcol-feilows ten years ago, were taller

by the head than I. And few of them that are at fchool

now, reach up to my moulders." Very true ; but what

was the reafon of this? Indeed a very plain one: it was

not becaufe they were fmaller, but becaufe J was bigger

than I was feven years before. I verily believe this is the

caufe, why men in general fuppofe the human race do

decreafe in ftature. They rernember the time' when moft

of thofe round about them, were both taller and bigger
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than themfelves. Yea, and all men have done the fame, in

their fucceffive generations. Is it any wonder then, that

all mould have run into the fame miftake, when it has

been tranfmitted unawares from father to fon, and proba-

bly will be, to the end of time?

6. But there is likewife a general fuppofition, that the

underftanding of man, and all his mental abilities, were of

a larger fizein the ancient days than they are now : and the

ancient inhabitants of the earth had far greater talents than

the prefent. Men of eminent learning have been of this

mind, and have contended for it with the utmoft vehe-

mence. It is granted, that many of the ancient writers,

both philofophers, poets, and hiftorians, will not eafily be

excelled, if equalled, by thofe of later ages. We may in-

ftance in Homer and Virgil as poets, Thucydides and Lhy
as hiftorians. But, this mean time is to be remarked, con-

cerning moil of thefe writers, that each of them fpent his

whole life in compofing and polifhing one book. What

wonder then if they were exquifitely finifhed, when fo

much labour was beftowed upon them ? I doubt, whether

any man in Europe or in the world, of the prefent age, has

taken fo much pains in finifhing any treatife. Otherwifc

it might poffibly have equalled, if not excelled, any that

went before.

7. But that the generality of men were not one jot wifer

an ancient times, than they are at the prefent time, we
may eafily gather from the molt authentic records. One
o£ the moll ancient nations, concerning whom we have

any certain account, is the Egyptian. And what con-

ception can we have of their underftanding and learning,

when we reflect upon the objects of their worlhip ? Thefe

were not only the vileft of animals, as dogs and cats ; but

the leeks and onions that grew in their own gardens. I

knew a great man, who fcurriloully abufed all thofe who
are fo void of common fenfe as to believe any fuch thing

concerning them. He peremptorily affirms (but without:

conclefcending to give us>any proof) that the ancient inha-

bitants of Egypt had a deep hidden meaning in all this,

Let him believe it who can, I cannot believe it on any

man's

I
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man's bare affertion. I believe they had no deeper bidder?

meaning in worfhipping cats than our fchool-boys have in

baiting them. And I apprehend the common Egyptians

were juft as wife three thoufand years ago, as the common
ploughmen in England and Wales are at this day. I fup-

pofe their natural underftanding, like their ftature, was
on a level with ours ; and their learning, their acquired

knowledge, many degrees inferior to that of perfons o£

the fame rank, either in France, Holland or Germany.

8. " However, did not the people of former times

greatly excel us in virtue ?" This is the point of great-

eft importance : the reft are but trifles in comparifon of it.

Now is it not univerfally allowed, that every age grows

worfe and worfe ? Was it not obferved by the old heathen

poet, almoft two thoufand years ago,

JEfas parentttniy pefor avis ttdit
,

Nos nequiores, jam daturos

Progcniem vitiefwrem*

That is, in plain profe, " The age of our parents waa

more vicious than that of our grandfathers. Our age is

more vicious than that of our fathers. We are worfe

than our fathers were, and our children will be worfe than

us."

9. It is certain, this has been the common cry, from ge-

neration to generation. And if it is not true, whence

fhould it arife ? How can we account for it ? Perhaps

another remark of the fame poet may help us to an an-

fwer.
. May it not be extracted from the general character

which he gives of old men I

J)tfficilis> hucruliiSy laudator temporis acli

Se pueroy cenfor, cajligatorq. minorum.

Is it not the common practice of the old men, to praife

the pa ft, and condemn the prcfent time ? And this may
probably operate much farther than one would at firft ima-

gine ) when thofe that have more experience than we, and

therefore,
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therefore, we are apt to think, more wifdom, are almoft con-

tinually harping upon this, the degeneracy of the world

!

Thofe who are accuftomed from their infancy to hear how

much better thg world was formerly than it is now—-(and

fo it really feemed to them, when they were young, and

juft come into the world, and when the cheerfulnefs of

youth gave a pleafmg air to all that was round about them)

—the idea of the world's being worfe and worfe would

naturally grow up with them. And fo it would be, till

we, in our turn, grew peevifh, fretful, difcOntented, and

full of melancholy complaints, " How wicked the world

is grown ! How much better it was, when we were young,

in the golden days that we can remember !"

10. But let us endeavour, without prejudice or prepof-

feflion, to take a view of the whole affair. And upon cool

and impartial confederation, it will appear that the former

days were not better than thefe s yea, on the contrary, that

thefe are in many refpecls, beyond comparifon better than

they. It will clearly appear, that as the ltature of men
Was nearly the fame from the beginning of the world, fo

the underflanding of men, in fimilar circumftances, has

been much the fame, from the time of GOD's bringing a

flood upon the earth unto the prefent hour. We have no

reafon to believe that the uncivilized nations of Africa,

America, or \hz South-Sea iflands, had ever a better under-

Handing, or were in a lefs barbarous ftate than they are

now. Neither on the other hand, have we any fufficienr.

proof, that the natural underllandings of men in the moft

civilized countries, Babylon, Perfia, Greece or Italy, were

ftronger or more improved than thofe of the Germans^

French or EngliJJj now alive. Nay, have we not reafon to

believe, that by means of better inttruments we have at-

tained that knowledge of nature, which few, if any of the

ancients, ever attained ? So that in this refpec~t, the ad-

vantage (and not a little one) is clearly on our fide : and

we ought to acknowledge with deep thankfuinefs to the

Giver of every good gift, That the former days were not

to be compared to thefe wherein we live,

Vol. II. Mm ji. But
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11. But the principal enquiry dill remains. Were not

the former days better than thefe, with regard to virtue? or1

to fpeak more properly, religion ? This deferves a full con-

fi deration. •
.

By religion I mean, the love of GOD and man, filling

the heart and governing the life. The fure effect of this is,

the uniform practice of juftice, mercy, and truth. This

is the very eflencc of it, the height, and depth of religion,

detached from this or that opinion, and from all particular

modes of. worfhip. And I would calmly enquire, which
of the former times were better than thefe, with regard to

this ? to the religion experienced and pra&ifed by archbi-

fhop Fenelony in France; bifhop >Kenn
y in England; and bi-

fhop Bedell, in Ireland?

12. We need not extend our enquiry beyond the period

when life and immortality were brought to light bv the

gofpel. And it is allowed, that the days immediately fuc-

ceeding the pouring out of the Holy Ghoft on the day of

Pentecoft, were better even in this relpecl:, even with re-

gard to religion, than any which have fucceeded them.

But fetting afide this fhort age of golden days, I mult

repeat the que (lion, which of the former days were better

than the prefent, in every known part of the habitable

world ? '

13. Was the former part of this century better, either

thefe iflands, or in any part of the continent ? I know
no reafon at all to affirm this. I believe every part of Eu-
rope was full as void of religion in the reign of queen Anne,

as it is at this day. It is true, luxury increafes to a high

degree, in every part of Europe : and fo does the fcandal

of England, profanenefd, in every part of the kingdom.

But it is alfo true, that the moil infernal of all vices, cru-

elty, does as fwiftly decreafe. And fuch inltances of it as

in times paft continually occurred, are now very feldom

heard of. Even in war, that favage barbarity which was

every where praclifed, has been difcontinued for many
years.

14. Was the lad century more religious than this? In

the former part of it there was much of the form of reli-

gion
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gion. And - fome undoubtedly experienced the power

thereof. But how foon did the fine gold become dim !

How foon was it fo mingled with worldly defign, and with

a total contempt both of truth, juitice and mercy, as

brought that fcandal upon all religion, which is hardly re-

moved to this day? Was there more true religion in the

preceding century, the age of the Reformation ? There

was doubtlefs in many countries a connderable reformation

of religious opinions ;
yea, and of modes of wormip,

which were much changed for the better, both in Germany

and feveral other places. But it is well . known, that - Lu-
ther himfelf complained, almoft with his dying breath,

" The people that are called by my name (though I wifli

they were called only by the name of Chrift) are reformed as

to their opinions and modes of worfhip ; but their tempers

and lives are the fame they were before." Even then, both

juftiee and mercy were fo fhamelefsly trodden under foot,

that an eminent writer computes the number of thofe that

were flaughtered, during thofe religious contefts, to have

been no, lefs than forty millions, within the compafs of

forty years !
,

1 5T- We may flep back above a thoufand years from this,

without finding any better time. . No hiftorian gives us the

leaft intimation of any fuch, till we come to the age of

Confiantine the Great. Of, this period feveral writers have

given us mdft magnificent accounts. Yea, one eminent

author, -no lefs a man than Dr. Newton, the. late bifhep of

Bnjlol, has been at no fmall pains to {hew, that the con-
vention of Conjlantine to chriftianity, and the emoluments
which he bellowed upon the church with an unfparing

hand, were the event which is figqlfied in the Revelation,

by fl:e new Jerufalem coming down from heaven !

1 6. But I cannot in anywife fubferibe to the bifhop's opi-

nion in this matter. So far from it, that I have been long
convinced from the whole tenor of ancient hiitory, that

this-very event, Cotijlantine's calling himfelf a christian, and
pouring in that flood of wealth and power on the chriftian

church, the clergy in particular, was productive of more
evil to the church, - than all the ten perfections put .toge-

ther.
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ther. From the time that power, riches, and honour of

ail kinds, were heaped upon the chriftians, vice of all kinds

came in like a flood, both on the clergy and laity. From
the time that the church and Hate, the kingdoms of Chrift.

and of the world, were fo ftrangely and unnaturally blend-

ed together, chriftianity and heathenifm were fo thorough-

ly incorporated with each other, that they will hardly ever

be divided, till Chrift comes to reign upon earth, So that

mftead of fancying that the glory of the Neuu Jerufakm

covered the earth at that period, we have terrible proof, that

it was then, and has ever fince been covered,, with the

fmoke of the bottomlefs pit.

17. w However, were not the days antecedent to this,

thofe of the third csntury, better beyond all comparifon,

than any that followed them ?" This has been almoft uni-

yerfally believed. Few doubt but in the age before Conjlan-

tifie'i the chriflian church was in its glory, worfhipping

GOD in the beauty of holinefs. But was it fo indeed?

"What fays St. Qypriany who lived in the midft of that cen-

tury, a witnefs above all exception, and one that fealed

the truth with his blood ? What account does he give, of

what he faw with his own eyes, and heard with his own
ears ? Such an one as would almoft make one imagine he

was painting to the, life, not the ancient church, of C^r-

thage}
but the modern church of - Rome, According to his

account, fuch abominations- even then prevailed over all

orders pf men, that it was not ftrange GOD poured out

his fury upon them in blood, by the grievous perfecutidns,

which followed.

-

18. Yea, .and before this, even in the firhV century, even

in the apoftolic age, what account does St. John give of

feveral of the churches, which he himfelf had planted* in

Jfta? How little were thofe congregations better than

many in Europe, at this day ? Nay, forty or fifty years be-

fore that, within thirty years of the defcent of the Holy

Ghoft, were there not fuch abominations in the church, of

Corinth, as were not even ncmied among the heathens? So

early did the myflery of iniquity begin to work in the chri-

• '. Irian
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ftian church ! So little reafon have we to -appeal 'to the

former days, as though they were better than thefej

ip. To affirm this therefore, as commonly as it is done,

is not only contrary to truth, but is an inltance of black

ingratitude to GOD, and a grievous affront to his bldled

Spirit. For whoever makes a fair and candid enquiry, will

eafiiy perceive, that true religion has in nowife decreaicd,

but greatly increafed in the prefent century. To inltance

in one capital branch of religion, the love of our neigh-

bour. Is not perfecution well nigh vanifbed away from the

face of the earth ? In what age did chriftians of various

•denominations fliew fuch forbearance toward each other?

"When before was fuch lenity {hewn by governors toward

their refpeclive fubjecls ? Not only in GreaUBritain and

Ireland; but in France and - Germany, yea, every part of

Europe? -Nothing like this has been feen fince the. time of

Confrantine ; no, not fince the time of the apoftles.

20. If it be faid, " Why, this is the fruit of the gene-

ral infidelity, the deifm which has overfpread all Europe

I anfwer, whatever, be the caufe, we have reafon greatly

to rejoice in the effect. And if the all-wife GOD has

brought fo great and univerfal a good out of this dreadful

evil, fo much the more fhould we magnify his aftonifhing

power, wiidem, and goodnefs.herein. Indeed fo far as we
can judge, this was the moll direct, way, whereby nominal

christians could be prepared, firft for tolerating, and after-

wards for receiving real chnftianity. ' "While the governors

were themfelves unacquainted .with it, nothing but this

could induce them to fuffer it. O the depth, both of the "

wifdom and knowledge of GOD ! caufmg a total difregard

for all religion, to pave the way for the revival of the only

religion, which was worthy of GOD !

21. But above all this, while luxury and profanenefs

have been increafing on the one hand, on the other, be-

nevolence and" companion toward all the forms of human
woe, have increafed in a manner not known before, from
the earlieft ages of the v/orld. In proof of this, we fee

more hofpitals, infirmaries, and other places of public cha-

rity, have been erected, at leaf* in and near London, within

this
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this century, than in five hundred years before. And fup-

pofe this has been owing in part to vanity, defire of praife,

yet have we caufe to blefs GOD, that fo much good has

fprung even, from this imperfect motive. •

22. I cannot forbear mentioning one inftance more, of

the goodnefs of GOD to us in the prefent age. He has

lifted up a ftandard in our iflands, both againft luxury,

profanenefs, and vice of every kind. ' He caufed near fifty

years ago, as it .were, a grain of muftard-feed to be fown
near London, and it has now grown and put forth great

branches* reaching from fea to fea. Two or three poor

people met together, in order to help each other to be reaf

chriftians. They increafed to hundreds, to thoufands, to

myriads, {till purfuing their one point, real religion, the

love of pOD and man,- ruling all their tempers, words,

and actions. Now I will be bold to fay, fuch an event as

this, cOnfidered in all its circumftances, has not been feerf

on earth before, fince the time that St. John went to Abra-

ham's bofom. k , •

'

23. Shall we now fay, The former days tuere better than

thefe ? GOD forbid we mould be fo unwife and fo unthank-

ful. Nay, rather let us praife him all the day long; for

he hath dealt bountifully with us. No former time fince

the apoftles left the earth, has been better than the prefent.

None has been comparable to it in feveral refpects. We
are not born out of due time, but in the day of his power,

a day of glorious falvation, wherein he is haftening to re-

new the whole race of mankind in righteoufnefs and true

hofinefs.
' How bright hath the fun of righteoufnefs alrea-

dy fhone on various parts of the earth ? And how many

gracious (bowers has he already poured down upon his in-

heritance ? How many precious fouls has he already gather-

ed into his garner, as ripe fhocks of corn ? May we be al-

ways ready to follow them, crying in our hearts, " Come3

Lord Jefus ! Come quickly I*

Dublin, June 27, 1787,

A fieri



THE WORK OF GOD, &C.

A Jhort Account of the Revival of the Work of GODy at

Manchejlery &c.

• To the Editor of the Arminia?i Magazine.

Sir,

FOR fome time we have hardly ever preached, but

one, two, or more have returned thanks, either for

a fenfe of pardon, or for having their backflidings healed,

or for experiencing that the blood of Chrift cleanfes from

all fin.

On Monday evening laft, we had a good time while

keeping the love-feaft. After a few had fpoken of the

goodnefs of GOD, the fire was kindled, fo that fome be-

gan to weep, others to tremble, and feveral to roar out

for the difquietude of their fouls. We then left off con-

verfing, and fpent an hour in finging and prayer; when
the cry was ftill the fame. After we had difmifTed the peo-

ple, many returned to pray with thofe who would not de-

part without a bleffing : on which their cries and agonies

became much greater than before. After fome time four

or five declared that GOD had turned their captivity into

joy! We had fuch another love-feaft at Middleton on new-

year's day.

In about three weeks, more than twenty have found

peace with GOD, while others have been either awaken-

ed, quickened, comforted, or healed : and we are not

without hopes of feeing greater things here in a (hort

time.

J. ALLEN.

• Jan. 3, 1783, •
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An EXTRACT
OftkWevd. Mr. JOHN WESLEY's Jot/RKAt,

From Auguft 12th, 17*8, to November ift, 1739.'

[Continuedfrom page 235.]

18. "j" AM not careful to anfwer in this matter. It is not

| my part to fay, Whether GOD hath done good by

my hands, Whether I have a particular turn of mind for this,

or not: and whether want of fuccefs (where our attempts

did riot fucceeii) was owing to imprudence, or to other

caufes. But the latter part of the objection, " That one
44 who is defpifed can do no good, That without reputati-

" on a man cannot be ufeful," being the ftrong-hbld of all

the unbelieving, the vainglorious, the cowardly chriftiarfs

(fo called) I will, by the grace of GOD, fee, What reafou

there is for this, thus continually to exalt itfelf againft the

gofpcl of Chrift.

19. With regard to contempt then (under which word

I include all the paluons that border upon it, as hate, en-

vy, &c. and all the fruits that fpring from it, fuch as ca-

lumny and perfecution in all its forms) my flrft pofrtion irk

defiance of worldly wifdom, is, Every true chriftian is con-

temned luherever ke lives, by all who- are notfo, and who

him to he fuch: that is, in effect, by all with whom he con-

verfes, fince it is impoffible for light not to mine. This

pofition I prove, both from the example of our Lord, and

his exprefs affertion. Firft, from his example : If the dif-

ttth is not above his Mafter ; nor the fervant above his Lord,

then as our Matter was defpifed arid rejected of men, fo will

every one of his true difciples. But the difctpU is not

above his Mafter, nor the fervant above his Lord. There-

fore, the confeouence will not fail him a hair's breadth,

i prove this jfecondTy, from his own exprefs affertion of this

Cpnfequenccf. If they have called the Mafter of the houfe Bcl-

v^Wd, hoiu vwch more them of his houfehold?. Remember (ye.

that would faifr forget or evade this) the word which Ifaid
unto you, the fervant is not greater than the Lord: if they

have
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perfecuted me, they will alfo perfecute you. And as for

that vain hope, That this belongs only to the firft follow-

ers of Chrift, hear ye him ; All theft things they will do un±

to you, becaufe they know not him that fent me. And again,

Becaufe ye are net of the world, therefore the world hateth you.

Both the perfons who are hated, the perfons who hate,

them, and the caufe of their hating them are here fet down.

The hated are all that are not of the world, that know and

love GOD ; The haters are all that are of the world, that

know not, and love not GOD. The caufe of their hatred is

the entire, irreconcilable difference, between their defigns,

judgments, and affections : becaufe thefe know not GOD,
and thofe are determined to know and purfue nothing be-

fide him. .Thefe efteem and love the world ; and thofe

count it dung and drofs, and fingly defire the love of Chrift,
'

20. My next pofition is this : Till he is thus defpifed,

no man is in a fate of falvation. And this is a plain con-

fequence of the former : for if all that are not of the world?

are therefore defpifed by thole that are, then till a man is

defpifed, he is of the world, that is, out of a ftate of falva-

tion. Nor is it poffiole for all the trimmers between

GOD and the world, to elude the confequence, unlefs

they can prove, that a man may be of the world, and yet

be in a (late of falvation. I muft therefore, with or with-

out the confent of thefe, keep clofe to my Saviour's judg*

ment, and maintain, that contempt is a part of the crofs*

which every man bears who follows hjm : that it is the

badge of his difciplefliip, the ftamp of his profeflion* the

conftant feal of his calling ; infomuch that though a mart

may be defpifed without being faved, yet he cannot be

faved, without being defpifed*

21. I fhculd not fpend any more words on this great

truth, but that it is at prefent voted out of the worlds

The matters in Ifrael, learned men, men of renown, feein

abfolutely to have forgotten it : nay, and cenfure thofe

who have not forgotten the words of their Lord, as fetters

forth offrange doclrine. Yet they who hearken to GOD
rather than man, muft lay down one ftrange pofition more,

That the being defpifed is abfolutely neceffary to our doing good
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in the world: if not, to our doing fome good (for GOD
may work by JudasJ yet to cur doing fo much good as we
otherwife might: feeing we muft know GOD, if we would

fully teach others to know him. But if we do, we mull

be defpifed of them that know him not. Where then is the

fcribe? Where is the wife? Where is the difputer of this

world? Where is the replier againft GOD, with his fage

maxims, « He that is defpifed can do no good in the

Ci world : to be ufeful, a man muft be efteemed : to ad-

*< vance the glory of GOD, you muft have a fair reputa-

" tion."—Saith the world fo? Well; what faith the fcrip-

ture ? Why, that GOD hath laughed all-this heathen Jwif-

dom to /com. It faith* that twelve defpifed followers of a

defpifed Mafter, all of whom were of no reputation, who
were efteemed as the filth and off-fcouring of the world, did

more good in it, than all the twelve tribes of IfraeL It

faith, that their defpifed Mafter left an exprefs declaration

to us find to our children, Blejfed are ye (not accurfed with

the heavy curfe of doing no good, of being ufelefs in the

world) when menfhall revile you and perfecute you, andfay all

warmer of evil of you falfely for my name'sfake. Rejoice and

be exceeding glad; for great is your reward in heaven,

22. Thefe are a part of my reafons for choofing to abide

as yet in the ftation wherein I now am. As to the flock

committed to your care* whom you have many years fed

with the fincere milk of the word, I truft in GOD, your

labour fhall not be in vain. Some of them you have feen

gathered into the garner. And for yourfelf, I doubt not,

when your warfare is acccmplifjed, when you are made per-

feci through fufferitigs, you {hall follow the children

whom GOD hath given you, full of years and victories.

And he that took care of thofe poor fheep before you was

born, will not forget them when you are dead.

Thurfday, March 29. I left London, and in the evening

expounded to a fmall company at Bafmgstoke. Satin-day 31.

In the evening I reached Brijhl, and met Mr. Whiteficld

there. I could fcarce reconcile myfelf at firft to thhjlrange

way of preaching in the fields, of which he fet me an ex-

ample on Sunday; having been all my life (till very lately)

fo
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Co tenacious of every point relating to decency and order,

that I mould have thought the faving of fouls almoft a fin,

if it had not been done in a church.

April 1 . In the evening (Mr. Whitefield being gone) I

begun expounding our Lord's fermon on the mount (one

pretty remarkable precedent of field-preaching, I fuppofe

there were churches at that time alfo) to a little fociety which

.was accuftomed to meet once or twice a week in Nicholas*

Jlreet.

Monday 2. At four in the afternoon, I fubmitted to be

more vile, and proclaimed in the highways the glad tidings

of falvation, fpeaking from a little eminence in a ground

adjoining to the city, to about three thoufand people. The

fcripture on which I fpoke was this (is it poffible any one

fhould be ignorant, that it is fulfilled in every true minifter

of Chrift) The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, becaufe he hath

anointed me to preach the gcfpel to the poor. He hath fent me

to heal the broken-hearted ; to preach deliverance to the captives^

and recovery offight to the blind: to Jet at liberty them that are

bruifed, to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.

At 7 I began expounding the Acls of the Apofiles, to a

fociety-meeting in Baldwin-Jlreet : and the next day, the

gofpel of St. John in the chapel at Newgate; where I alfo

daily read the morning fervice of the church.

Wedtiefday 4. At Baptijl-Mills (a fort of a fuburb or vil-

lage about half a mile from BriflolJ I offered the grace of

GOD to about fifteen hundred perfons, from thefe words,

/ will heal their backfliding, I will love them freely.

In the evening three women agreed to meet together

weekly, with the fame intention as thofe at London, viz.

To confefs their faults one to another, and pray onefor another,

that they may be healed. At 8, four young men agreed to

meet, in purfuance of the fame defign. How dare any

man deny this to be (as to the fubltance of it) a means of

grace, ordained by GOD; unlefs he will affirm (with Lu-

ther in the fury of his folifidianifm) that St. James's epiftlc,

is an epifle offraw ?

Thurfday 5. At 5 in the' evening I began at a fociety in

Cafleflreet, expounding the epidle to the Romans; and the

next
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next evening at a fociety in Gloucefer-Lane, the firft epiftle

of St. John. On Saturday evening at Weavers-Hall alfo, I

begun expounding the epiftle to the Romans , and declared

that gofpel to all, which is the power of GOD untofalva-

tion } to every one that believeth.

Sunday 8. At 7 in the morning I preached to about a

thoufand perfons at Brlftol, and afterwards to about fifteen

hundred, on the top of Hannam-Mount in Kijigswdod. I

called to them in the words of the evangelical prophet, Ho!

Every one that th'irfleth, come ye to the waters; come and buy

wine and milk without money , and without price. About five

thoufand were in the afternoon at Rofe-Green (on the other

fide of KingswoodJ among whom I flood and cried, in the

name of the Lord, If any man thirf}> let him come unto me

and drink. He that believeth on mey as thefcripture hath /aid,

mit of his belly fhallfow rivers of living water.

Tuefday 10. I was defired to go to Bath; where I offered

to about a thoufand fouls, the free grace of GOD to heal

their backflidings, and in the morning to (I believe) more

than two thoufand. I preached to about the fame number,

at Baptif-Mills in the afternoon, on Ghr'ift made of GOD
unto us

y wifdom and righteoufnefs, and fanclifcation and re->

deruption.

Saturday 14. I preached at the pocr-houfe: three or four

hundred were within, and more than twice that number

without: to whom I explained thofe comfortable words,

JVkcn they had nothing to payy he frankly forgave them both.

Sunday 15. I explained at 7 to five or fix thoufand per^

fons, the ftory of the Pharifee and the publican. About

three thoufand were prefent at Hannam-Mount. I preach-

ed at Newgate after dinner to a crowded congregation.

Between 5 and 6 we went to Rofe-Green: it rained hard

at BrijUly but not a drop fell upon us, while I declared to

about five thoufand, Chr'ifl our wifdom and righteoufntfs and

fanclfi'cation and redemption. I concluded the day by {hew-

ing at the fociety in Baldwin-/]rcet, that his blood cleanfeth

us from all fin.

Tuefday 17. At 5 in the afternoon I was at a little fociety

in the Back-Lane. The room in which we were was prop-

ped
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ped beneath ; but the weight of the people made the floor

give way, fo that in the beginning of the expounding, the

poft which propped it, fell down with a great noife. But

the floor funk no further, fo that after a little furprife at

firft they quietly attended to the things that were fpoken.

Thence I went to Baldwinfireei, and expounded as it

came in courfe, the iv. chap, of the Acts. We then called

upon GOD, to confirm his word. Immediately one that

flood by (to our no fmall furprife) cried out aloud, with the

utmoft vehemence, even' as in the agonies of death. But

we continued in prayer, till a new fong was put in her mouthy

a thank/giving unto our GOD. Soon after, two other per-

forms (well known in this place, as labouring to live in all

good confeience towards all men) were feized with ftrong

pain, and conftrained to roar for the difqu'tetnefs of tear

heart. But it was not long before they likewife built forth

into praife to GOD their faviour. The laft who called

upon GOD as out of the belly of hell, was / E
,

a ftranger in BriftoU And in a fhort fpace he alfo was

overwhelmed with joy and love, knowing that GOD had

healed his backflidings. So many living wkne'flcs hath

GOD given, that his hand is (till firetched out to heal, am;

that figns and wonders are even now wrought by his holy child

Wednefday 18. In the evening L a S (late a

Quaker, but baptized the day before) R a M , and

a few others, were admitted into the fociety. But R a

M was fcarcely able, either to fpeak or look up. The

forrows of death cornpafed her about, the pains of hell got hold

upon her. We poured out cur complaints before GOD,
and Ihewed him of her trouble. And he foon mewed, h-e

is a GOD that heareth prayer. She felt in herfelf, that be-

ing jufifed freely, fie had peace with GOD, through Jefus

Chrift. She rejoiced in hope of the glory of GOD, and the

love of GOD was fijed abroad in her heart.

April 20. Being Good-Friday^ E th R //, T
W , and one or two others, firft knew they had re-

demption in the blood cf Chrifi, the remijjion cf theirfins.

Saturday
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Saturday 21. At Weavers-Hall a young man was fuddenly

fcized with a violent trembling all over, and in a few mi-

nutes, the forrows of his heart being enlarged, funk down to

the ground. But we ceafed not calling upon GOD, till

he raifed him up full of peace andjoy in the Holy Ghojl,

On Eafter-Day, it being a thorough rain, I could only

preach at Newgate at 8 in the morning, and two in the af-

ternoon ; in a houfe near Hannam-Mount at 1 1 ; and in

one near Rofe-Green at 5. At the fociety in the evening,

many were cut to the heart, and many comforted.

Monday 23. On a repeated invitation I went to »Pensford,

about five miles from Briflcl. I fent to the minifter, to afk

leave to preach in the church, but having waited fome time

and received no anfwer, I called on many of the people

who were gathered together in an open place, If any man

ihirft let him come unto trie and drink. At 4 in the afternoon

there were above three thoufand, in a convenient place near

the city, to whom I declared, The hour is coming, and now

is, when the deadfl:all hear the voice of the Son of GOD, and

they that hear fhall live.

I preached at Bath to about a thoufand on Tuefday morn-

ing, and at 4 in the afternoon to the ^>oor colliers, at a

place about the middle of Kiugswood, called Two Mile-hilL

In the evening at Baldwin-freet, a young man, after a fharp

(though (hort) agony, both of body and mind, found his

foul filled with peace, knowing in whom he had believed.

Wednefday 24. To above two thoufand at Baptijl-Mills%

I explained that glorious fcripture (defcribing the (late of

every true believer in Chrift, every one who by faith is

born of GOD) Ye have not received the fpirit of hfidage

again to fear, but ye have received the fpirit of adoption^,

v:hereby we cry, Abba> Father.

[Continued at page 334.]

THE
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THE LIFE AND DEATH OF

The'Reverend JOHN FLETCHER.

[Continued from page 244.]

« A T table, every one is furnifhed with a fpoon and

Ji\. a fork, but with no knives. And in general, they

are not needful : for both flefh and vegetables are fo ftewed

down, as to be properly termed fpoon-meat. However,

at the meanefi inn, every one is provided with a clean nap-

kin : and both after dinner and after fupper, there is a fine

deflert of fruit.

" We travelled early and late : yet having but one fet

of horfes, we were a whole week in getting to Paris. In

Paris all is gaiety and finery ; but without the lead idea of

neatnefs. The fcarcity of water is one excufe for the

general want of cleanlinefs, both in their perfons and

houfes.

" On Tuefday, Dec. 8, we dined at Portallier, the pret-

tied town in all France. The reafon of which is, being

burnt down fome years ago, it was rebuilt by the late

king. The next morning we entered Sv/i^zerland, ftepping

over a brook, which divides Switzerland from France. On
the French fide of the brook is a crofs : on the other, a

pillar with the arms of Switzerland. In the evening we
arrived at Laufanne, a famous old town. Here I remained

the next day, and on Friday, the eleventh, went on to

Nyon, where I had the pleafure of finding Our dear friend,

in pretty good health and fpirits. Mr. Fletchers houfe is a

fine large building, agreeably fituated. It is in the form

of a caftle, and is fuppofed to have been built five hundred

years ago.

" In palling through France, how bitterly did I regre f

:

the v/ant of the Sunday-fervice ! And it was not much
better with me when I came into Switzerland. For I un-

derftood fo little of their language, that I could not profit

much by the public fervice. Indeed this lofs is in fome

meafure
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meafure made up by the company and converfation of Mf*

fletcher : who, however engaged he is the greater part of

the day, is generally fo kind as to fpend a little time with

me in the evening in prayer and ccnverfation.

" His chief delight feems to be in the meeting of his

little fociety of children. And as he is exceeding fond of

them., they appear to be altogether as fond of him. He
feldom either walks abroad or rides out, but fome of theill

follow him, finging the hymns they have learned, and con-

verting with him by the way. But you muft not fuppofe,

that he is permitted to enjoy this happinefs unmolelted.

Not only the drunkards make fongs upon him and his little

companions, but many of the clergy loudly complain of

fuch irregular proceedings. However he is upon good

terms with the three minifters of the place, all of whom
are not only ferious men, but defirous of promoting true

religion.

<c He is certainly flronger, and in better health, than

he was when he left England. But as foon as ever he ven-

tures to preach, his fpitting of blood returns. Whenever

this happens, his ftrength and fpirits decay furprifingly,

which he cannot in anywife recover, but by lying by for fome

days.

t£ Whether I focceed in my temporal bufinefs or not, I

fhall ever rememrjer with pleafure and thankfulnefs the op-

portunities I have been bleit with of fpending fo much

time in company with our ineftimable friend : who, where-

ever he goes, preaches the gofpel both by his words and

example
; nay, by his very looks, not only to his friends,

but to all he meets with. So that on the top of the frozen

Alps, and in the dreary vale of Chateau d'Oex, fome good

feed has been fown.

« When my bufinefs conftrained me to go to Chateau

d*Oex%
Mr. Fletcher bore me company. And here alfo he

was vifited by fome of the principal inhabitants of the

town : who itood round him in deep attention for almoft

an hour, while he both exhorted and prayed.

I am, dear Sir,

Ycur very fincere Friend and Servant,

WILLIAM PERRON £T .
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t5. Mr. Fletcher adds upon the fame paper, " Thanks

to our kind preferver, I am yet in the land of faith and

hope, and want to find and make it a land of happinefs

and love. The Lord Jefus is alone fufficierit for this. And

till the great out-pouring of his love is come, we ought

faithfully to ftir up the gift of GOD, which is in ourfelves

and others, and to fupply by the depth of our humility,

and the ardour of our expectation, what is yet wanting to

our experience. Well: GOD is good: Jefus is faithful:

the Spirit is truth and love. Come, Lord ! And we (hail

experience the power of that GOD, who turns death to

life, darknefsto light, weaknefs to ftrength; and calleth

ike things that are net as though they were."

17. Mr. Perronet in another letter to Mr. Gree/;wc:d9

dated May 22, writes thus:

« My dear friend is much better in health now, than

he was in the winter. He preached laft Sunday fe'nniglit

in the church. He fpoke with a itrong, clear voice for

above three quarters of an hour: and did not find himfclf

hurt by it. But when he rode out in the afternoon, his

horfe dropped down as if he had been {hot, and cut both

his knees, as well as his head. Yet Mr. Fletcher was no

way hurt.

" On Good-Friday, there being no fervice here, Mr.

Fletcher and I crofTed the lake into Savoy, in order to hear

a celebrated capuchin, who was to preach that day. He
made a very good difcourfe : and afterwards he and his bre-

thren invited us to dine with them. This we declined but-

after dinner paid our refpects to them. And we fpent two

or three agreeable hours in ferious and friendly converfa^-

tion."

18. About this time Mr. Fletcher wrote to a friend

thus

:

<c Let us bear with patience the decays of nature: let

us fee without fear the approach of death. We mull put

off this fickly, corruptible body, in order to put on the im-

mortal and glorious garment.

« I have fome hopes that my panr filler will yet be my
fitter in Chrift. Her felf-righteoufnefs, I truft, breaks as

Vol. II, Q q faft
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fall as her body. I am come hither to fee death make
havock among my friends. I wear mourning for my fa-

thers brother, and for my brother's fon. The fame mourn*

ing will ferve me for my dying fitter, if I do not go
before her. She lies on the fame bed where my father

-and mother died, and where fhe and I were born. How
near is death to life ! But, blefled be GOD ! Chrift, the

refurrecTiion, is nearer to the weak, dying believer ! Death
works through the body, and the refurrection through the

foul. And our foul is our real felf."

19. I believe it was about the fame time, that a remark-

able paffage occurred, which was related to me fome years

ago. I may pofiibly have forgot fome circumftances : but

the fubfiance of it was this. Mr. Fletcher having heard of

a minifter in the country, as an eminently pious man, had

a great defire to fee him, and for that purpofe one morning

fet out very early. When he had walked feveral miles,

lie faw a great crowd gathered together at the door of a

houfe. He afked, What was the matter? And was an-

fwered, " A poor woman and her child lie dying." He
went in, and found a woman who had not long been deli-

vered, in appearance very near death. Little better was

tne cafe of the infant, which was convulfed from head to

foot. The room was filled with people. He took occafioti

to mow them from that melancholy fpeclacle, the dread-

ful effects of fin : and afterwards fpoke largely, of the mi-

ferable ftate we are all in through the fin of our firft

parent. He then expatiated on the fecond Adam> and the

bleflings we may receive through him : adding, He is able

to raife the dead ! He is able to fave yoirall from fin, as

well as fave thefe two poor objects from death. Come, let

us afic him, to fave both us and them. He found remark-

able liberty in prayer. Prefently the child's convulfions

ceafed j and the mother was eafy,- lively and fcrong. The
people were utterly amazed, and flood fpeechlefs and al-

xnoft fenfeiefs ! While they were in this ftate, he filently

withdrew. When they came to themfelves, he was gone.

Many of them afked, " Who it could be ?" and fome faid,

" Certainly it was an angel."

20. When
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20. When he had a little recovered his ftrength, he made

a tour through Italy, and paid a vifit to Rome. While he

was here, as Mr. Ireland and he were one day going

through one of the ftreets in a coach, they were informed,

" The pope was coming forward, and it would be requir-

ed of them to come out of the coach, and kneel while he

went by, as all the people did ; if they did not, in all pro-

bability the zealous mob would fall upon them, and knock

them on the head." But this, whatever might be the con-

fequence, they flatly refufed to do
;

judging the paying

fuch honour to a man, was neither better nor worfe than

idolatry. The coachman was exceedingly terrified, not

knowing what to do. However, at length he made fliift

to turn aiide into a narrow way. The pope was in an

open landau. He waved his hands as if he had been fwim*

ming; and frequently repeated thefe words, " GOD blefs

you all !" Mr. Fletcher's fpirit was greatly ftirred, and he

longed to bear a public teftimony againft anti-chrift. And
he would undoubtedly have done it, had he been able to

fpeak Italian. He could hardly refrain from doing it in

Latin, till he confidcred that only the prielts could have

underftood him. One to whom he related this, faying,

" If he had done this, the multitude would have torn him
in pieces :" he anfwered, " I believe the pope himielf

would have prevented it ; for he was a man of fenfe and

humanity.

"

21. While he was at Paris, he was defired to vifit and
pray with a lick woman. Information of this was quick-

ly given to a magiftrate, with abundance of aggravation.

In confequence of this, an order was procured from the

king himfelf for the apprehending him. This might not

improbably have cod him his life, or at lead, a long and

expenhve imprifonment. When the officer came to the

door of the houfe where he lodged, Mr. Ireland ftepped

out and faid, « Sir, 'have you a warrant for me P" He
(fuppofing him to be Mr. FletcherJ anfwered, " I have

you muft come with me." Mr. Ireland went very quietly

with him. But when they came before the magiftrate, the

accufer faid, « This is not the man : I know nothing of

this
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this gentleman." Another meflenger was then fent ; but

before he came to the houfe, Mr. Fletcher was too far off

to be overtaken.

21. While he was at Nyon, he wrote (among many other

letters) to good, old Mr. Perronet as follows

:

Feb. 8, 1779.

" Honoured and dear father in Chrift,

" I have had the pleafure of accompanying your ion to

your father's birth-place. It is a charming country for thofe

who have a taile for highland profpe&s. But what is it

to our heavenly Father's hill of Sion? Thither may we
all travel, fummer and winter, and there may we ail have

a happy meeting, and an eternal inheritance."

23. Sept.- 7. Mr. William Perrmet wrote a little farther

account of him. " Mr. Fletcher" fays he, <( has preach-

ed here (at Nyon) in the church, and might have preach-

ed much oftener, if his health would have permitted; for

his friendly and prudent behaviour has won upon ail the

three minifters, fo that they are now on the heft terms

with him. But a new difficulty has lately arifen. He has

been fummoned before the feigneur bailiffs who {harply re-

prehended him (noble bailiff indeed! worthy of his office!)

for preaching againft fabbath-breaking, which he faid, im-

plied a cenfure of the magiflrates, as if they neglected

their duty. He reprimanded him alfo for preaching againft

flage-plays, which he confidered as a reflection on himfelf,

as he had juft then fent for a company of French comedi-

ans to Nyon. In confequence of this, he forbid his exer-

cifing the function of a minifter in this country. However

one of the miniflers has ventured to give him a room in his

own houfe. Here he preaches two or tine; times a week

to a few ferious perfons and abundance of children. His

lord(hip has not yet thought proper to interfere, although

the thing is no fecret. And not only the ferioufnefs, but

alfo the number of the congregation increafes daily.".

24. In
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24. In the next year, 1780, Mr. Flftcber fully intended

to return to England. But not long after, he wrote as fol-

lows, to one of his pariflnoners at Madeley.

" I have the more readily complied with the requei: of

my friends, to flay here [at Nyon~\ a little longer, as it was

fo earneitly backed by the little fociety which is gathered

in this place. About three weeks ago, they got about me,

and befought me on their knees, with many tears, to fray

till they were a little ftronger, and able to (land alone.

Nor would they be perfuaded to rife, till they had got me
to comply. Happy would it be for us all, if we prayed fo

earneitly to Him, who can give fubftantial bleiTmgs!

" Two days ago I went to Geneva, and fpoke to a car-

rier to take me back to London. But his coach was full.

Yefterday another came, and faid, he would take us at a

fortnight's notice. The Lord is always ready to give us a

lift to the kingdom of grace, through which we muft pais

to the kingdom of glory. The comfort of this journey is,

that we may travel all together, though our bodies are far

afunder. For Chrift the "Way, is every where, and faith is

(like his word) one and the fame in every age and place.

So is holinefs: fcr in all places we may love GOD with

all our heart, and our neighbour as ourfelves. I hope you,

and all your brethren, travel thus: and that you journey like

St. Paul, who travelled fo hard, that he was running a racey

for a prize, a crown of life."

25. In fpring, 1 781, he fet out for England. But Mr.

Perronet was then exceeding ill, having all the fymptoms

of an approaching confumption. He could not therefore

keep pace with Mr. Fletcher: who being on his journey

wrote to him as follows

;

Lyons, April 6, 1781.

" My dear friend,

" We are both weak, and both afflicted ; but Jefus car-

eth for us. He is every where. He has all power to de-

liver us, and perhaps by ways we little think of. It was

of the Lord, that you did not come with me : you would

have
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have been fick as I am. I am overdone with riding and
preaching : indeed twice I preached in the fields. I carry

Jiome with me much weaknefs : the Lord's will be done. I

know I am called to fufter and die. Let us believe and re-

joice in the Lord Jefus !"

He returned to England in the fummer, in tolerable

health, being quite recovered from his confumption. Call-

ing at London, he preached at the new chapel, flept at

Ne-zuhgtsn, and the next clay fet out for BriftoL He flay-

ed there only a fhort time, and then retired to Mr. Ireland's

at Brijlington.: who, as foon as he was capable, willingly

accompanied him to his beloved Madeley.

26. But he did not find fuch caufe of rejoicing here, as

he had fondly expec'ted. This may be eafily gathered

from the letter he then wrote to his friend at Neiuington.

It runs thus

:

Madeley, June i2> 1781.

" My very clear friend,

I ftayed longer at Brt/llngtcn than I defigned. Mr. Ire-

land was ill, and would neverthelefs come hither with me:
fo that I was obliged to flay till he was better. And in-

deed it was well that I did not come without him : for he

has helped me to regulate my outward affairs, which were

in great confufion. Mr. Greaves leaves me : and I will

either leave Madeley, or have an afTiftant able to ftir among
the people : for I had much rather be gone than ftay here,

to fee the dead bury their dead. Well, we fhall foon re-

move out of all, and reft from our little cares and labours.

You do not forget, I hope, that you have need of pati-

ence, as well as I, to inherit the promifes, the befl and

greatefl of which are not fealed but to fuch as keep the

word cf Chrili's patience, and fuch as perfevere with him
in his temptations. Hold on then patient faith and joyful

hope! If I were by you, I would preach to your heart

and my own, a lecture on this text, We are faved by hope,

and by a faith which is never ftronger than when it is con-

trary to all the feelings cf flefh and blood.

« Pray
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cc Pray what news of the glory? Does the glory of the

Lord fill the temple, your houfe, your heart? A cloud is

over my poor parifh: but alas! it is not the luminous cloud

by day, nor the pillar of fire by night. Even the few re-

maining profefTors flared at me the other day, when I

preached to them on thefe words, Te flail receive the gift

of the Holy Ghoft : for the promife is unto you. Well, the

promife is unto us; if others defpife it, {till let us believe

and hope. Nothing enlarges the heart, and awakens the

foul more, than that believing, loving expectation. Let

us wait together, until we are all endued with power from

on high."

CHAP. VII.

Of his Marriage.

t, A LTHOUGH the great apoftle has ranked the

l \ forbidding to marry among the doctrines of devils,

and has exprefbly declared, Marriage is honourable to all

men, and the bed undefkd: yet a kind of prejudice hangs

on the minds of many even of thofe that love GOD, in-

clining them to difapprove of the marriage of perfons emi-

nent in religion. Yea, many are of opinion that it is not

confiftent with high degrees of holinefs : and that when
any who have deep experience in the things of GOD
marry, they are in fome meafure fallen from grace

Hence many were furprifed, that fo eminent a chriftian

as Mr. Fletcher fliould take this ftep. And they could

hardly help thinking, that he had loft fome degree of his

excellent piety, and that he was not fo unrefervedly de-

voted to GOD as he had been fome time before.

2. In order to fatisfy every reafonable perfon, that he

had not fuftained any lofs at all, that his entire felf-devo-

tion was in nowife impaired, either before, or at the time

of his marriage, I believe the mod convincing way will

he, to give as particular an account as pofiible of what oc-

curred at that time. The account is given by one that

wa6 an eye and ear-v/itnefs of what (he relates ; and who-

ever
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ever ferioufly confiders this account will eafily perceive*

that his foul was at that time all alive, and wholly de-

voted to GOD. And I cannot but recommend this whole

tranfa&ion to the imitation of all chriftians who enter the

holy (late of matrimony*

3. As I think it highly expedient to premife fome account

of the perfon whom Mr. Fletcher chofe as his companion

for life, I am glad to find this done to my hand, in the

letter which 1 fhall now fubjoin:

" Rev. Sir,

eff I think it my privilege, and have often found it a

blefling, to comply with the requefl of my honoured fa-

ther, which I now do alfo in great love to my valuable

and much efteemed friends, Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher, I

will therefore endeavour with the affiftance of my gracious

Lord, to recollect, and acquaint you with fome particulars

of the life and character of thefe truly devoted fervants

of GODj with whofe intimate acquaintance I have been

favoured for near thirty years. But indeed I feel my great

infufficiency to relate what might be faid with the ftricteft

truth of thefe worthies.

*S My acquaintance with Mrs. Fletcher began when me
was about feventeen years of age. She had from her early

childhood been ftrongly drawn to feek the Crucified, and

was now athirft for a clean heart, and longed to have a

right fpirit renewed within her. Nor did her defire to

love GOD with all her heart, lefien but increafe her love

to her neighbour ; as I, the moft unworthy, am well able

to teftify, to whom me has been a tried friend, even to

the prefent hour.

[Continued at page 340.]
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The Journal of FRANCIS ASBURY, Bipp of th
Methodijl-Epifcopal Church.

From March 26, 1772, to April 14, 1773.

{Continued from page 251.]

THURSDAY, October 22. In the morning preach-

ed over the river, and in the evening at Trenton , with

fome afliftance. And many young people attended.

Friday 23. In the morning at 5, preached over the fer*

ry, and in the evening at Trenton. Glory to GOD ! I

have found peace, and power, and love.

Saturday 24. Leaving my horfe at Bri/lol, I went to

Burlington ; and on the Lord's day my fpirit was much de-

jected, though in preaching I felt greatly alTiited ; and di-

vine truth reached the hearts of the people.

Monday 26. After preaching at 5, left them in peace 5

and preached in the evening at Philadelphia. All things

confidered, the people here feemed to be quiet and in good

order.

On Tuefday preached both morning and evening. Richard

Saufe and myfelf fet out on Wednefday for Bohemia^ and on

our way we found a few friends at Neivcajlle that had not de-

ferted the caufe. In this journey I called at Chejler gaol, and

faw the prifoners, who all feemed hardened to a man ; and

among them were the wretched three that I faw efcape the

gallows before : two of thefe had behaved fo badly that

they were now in chains. Lord, what is man ? And what

am I without thy grace ? Keep me, keep me, holy Lord,

and never let me go. Let me die, rather than live to fin

againft thee. I fpoke freely to one of them, who was a

murderer.

Thurfday 29. We reached Bohemia, where we found S.

H v, a man hearty in the caufe, and of a good under-

(landing ; but his fpirit is too warm and eafily moved.

Vol. II. P p On
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On Friday vifited E. and R. Thompfin, and faw their fa-

ther, in his hundredth year, eating, drinking, fmoking, fcalfc*

ing, and fmning. He appeared as forgetful of eternity as if he
had been at the moft fecure diftance from its brink. It is

well if his long life do not prove a curfe in the end. I

think, he told me that his father lived to be a hundred and
nine, and never ufed fpectacles.

Saturday 31. Rofe early this morning, and purpofe,

through grace, to devote this day to GOD. I have travel-

led, fince Monday week, one hundred and fifty miles; and
it haft coft me about £.3, which mult come out ef my fa-

lary of ^.24 per annum, as there is no allowance for my
expences either by the fociety of Philadelphia or York.

Lord's day, November 1. After preaching at Herfeys in

the morning, I intended to preach in the fchool-houfe in

the afternoon ; but it would not contain half the people

;

fo I flood at the door, and the people without. Went to

bed very unwell this evening, but rofe at 5, and, feeling

better, fet off for Sufrmehannah. The next morning my
foul longed for GOD. I felt a comfortable fenfe of his

l

Iove in my heart, and can rejoice in him as my ali-fufficient

portion. In the afternoon we rode in company to the bay

fide. A few people, who came ftraggling after the time at

Friend Giles's, felt themfelves affected by the power of

GOD. Richard Wehjler made one of the company; a

man, who, I found by converfation, was a myflick, and

very fond of Mr. Laws works ; but he fpoke well of the

perfon of Chrift. At Friend Giles's, the family was called

together in the evening, and Richard Webfler gave a mov-
ing exhortation. One perfon feemed affected. The next

morning I rofe at 5, my ufual time, and fpent one hour in

folemn, fecret prayer. Friend Giles treated me with great

kindnefs, and preffed me to call again. I then went on to

Rocky-run, and preached with life to a number of people,

among whom were many Friends. For fome days paft,

my mind has been bled with much peace ; fo that I experi-

ence a prefent falvation, and hope to experience that which

is eternal. Thanks be to GOD for what 1 feel. Glory,

glory be given to my dear and gracious Saviour.

Wednefday
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Wednefday 4. This evening I had a very folemn family

meeting ; and fpoke feparately and pointedly to every one,

both black and white.

On Thurfday morning, rifing at my ufual time, I had a

comfortable fenfe of GOD upon my heart. Glory be to

thee, O Lord. After breakfaft, Mrs. Giles, her brother,

and myfelf fet out for Deer-creek. We called at a Friends'

meeting, and heard two men and a woman fpeak. They

all fpoke to purpofe. We then proceeded to Mr. Mor-

gan's, and unexpectedly found the people, at 2 o'clock,

waiting to hear the word. I preached with liberty, and

the power of GOD was felt in the hearts of many,

though fome of them were principal men. The man of

the houfe looked very earneftly at me while I was preach-

ing. I then publifhed preaching at S. L 's ; where we
had alfo a comfortable time. S. L himfelf was deep-

ly affected. He had been a ranting Quaker, and a rebel-

lious man ; but GOD hath touched his heart, and wrought

a good work on feveral here. The next day, we proceed-

ed to Henry Waters 's ; his brother is an exhorter, and now
gone with Mr. Williams to Virginia. The Lord hath done

great things for thefe people, notwithstanding the weaknefs

of the inftruments, and fome little irregularities. Men
who neither feared GOD, nor regarded man,—fwearers,

liars, cock-fighters, card-players, horfe-racers, drunkards,

&c. are now fo changed as to become new men ; and they

are filled with the praifes of GOD. This is the Lord's

work, and it is marvellous in our eyes. Not unto us, O,
Lord, not unto us ; but unto thy name be all the glory

!

Saturday 7. We had a powerful meeting at Henry Wa-
ters's ; feveral gentlemen, from Mr. Morgan's, followed

me, and feemed to give good attention to the things of

GOD. Here I met with Nicholas Waters, an exhorter,

who appears to be a ferious and fenfible man. After ap-

pointing to meet the exhorters at my return, I went to

S. Forward's, and preached to many people; then preach-

ed at a place about three miles on my way back, and came
to Henry Waters's again; where we had a very comforta-

ble time.

Lord's
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Lord's day 8. We had a very melting time indeed,

while I preached to about two hundred fouls from Rom. vi.

17, 18. We had alfo many people at Richard WebfterSy

while I preached, with liberty in my foul, from 1 Cor. iv.

20. The kingdom of GOD is not in word, but in poivcr.

This day I have been free from evil, happy and joyful in

my GOD. At the widow Bond's there were many people,

both black and white, rich and poor, ,who were all exhort-

ed to feek the Lord while he may be found. Some of the

young men and women of this family are ferious and

thoughtful.

Tuefday 10. I enjoy peace and life in my foul 5 and am
determined, through grace, to love and feek nothing but

GOD. Preached to many people, both at C. Baker § in

the morning, and at 7. Moore's in the evening ; and was
favoured with freedom of foul.

Wednefday 11. Many people attended preaching at Mr.
Sine/are

1

's, among whom were fome Baptifs who went away

muttering with their decrees. The congregation was alfo

large at Friend Standford's. I have read Dr. Stonehoufe on the

non-eternity of hell-torments. But by his arguments, we may
as well prove the non-eternity of heavenly joys -, for he

calls it an cc'tmio* life. Now if the cciaviov life of faints

arifes from a principle of fpiritual life derived from

Chrift ; then the c&iuviov death of the wicked arifes from

a principle of fpiritual death in them j and the one will

come to an end as foon as the other.

Thurfday 12. Preached at Friend Galloway s. There

are fome Baptifs in this neighbourhood, who oppofe the

work under us ; and perplex and trouble our young begin-

ners ; though they let me alone. Then returning to Friend

Chamberlain' s, the word flowed freely, while I preached to

many people at 6 o'clock, from 2 Cor. v. 20. AW then

ive are ambajfadors for Chrift as though GOD did befeech

you by us ; ive pray you in Chrifis flead^ be ye reconciled to

GOD. Spoke on GOD's being reconciled to finners, and

fhewed on what terms they might be reconciled to GOD,
and that none but Chrift could bring about a reconcilia-

tion. My mind was greatly enlarged while defcribing the

character
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charafter of gofpel-minifters. Friday morning my foul

was happy in GOD. I rode about eight miles to meet

John King. Many people attended the word at Mr. G—'s;

and after preaching John King came. We went together

to town, and flayed all night. The next morning, I re-

turned to John C % where the congregation was large

at 12 o'clock. This man's friends have rejected him on

account of his religion. The family feem very ferious|

and I hope there will be a great and good work here. Then

rode to Richard Owen's, where fome people came to ice

me, with whom we fung and prayed.

Tuefday 17. This morning found fome pence and life

in my foul; but wan! more retirement. My defire is, to

be ever before the Lord. Many people attended the preach-

ing, both in the forenoon and in the evening and in the

evening the congregation was much afiecled. The next

morning went to Friend Strawbridgcs, and found his fa-

mily well. Here we had Dr. TV d, and feveral polite

people to dine with us. I fpdke to the ladies about head-

dreiTes; but the Doctor vindicated them, and faid, that

religion did not epnfrft in drefs. I quoted the words of

St. Peter; but finding him a kind of free-thinker, ftaid

about an hour, and then departed. We then rode to

Friend Deri>in$ y
and fpenf fome time with his family.

Thurfday 19. Friend Derbin and I let off for Fredcrica.

We came to George Saxtcn's, where 1 expected to have

preached, but there was a difapnointment ; fo we purfued

our way, though my little herfe was unwell and very wea-

ry. A poor unhappy man abufed me much on the road

:

he curfed, fwore, and threw ftones at me. But I found it

my duty to talk to him, and {how him his danger. Frederica

is a neat little town, having one main flreet and three crofs.

ilreets. It contains about a thoufand houfes, and the in-

habitants are chiefly Germans There are two German
churches, one Calvinijly and one Lutheran. There is alio

one EtigUJh church, and one Roman chapel. About five

and twenty Baptijts are the greateft enemies the Methodifts

have in this place. 'Many people came to hear me in this

town, and I found life in preaching to them.

Friday
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Friday 20. Found fome peace of mind in the morning

;

but was forely buffeted by fatan in the courfe of the day

;

had but few people in the evening, and but little power.

Saturday 21. My mind was greatly depreffed. Not on

account of any outward, known fin ; but partly from the

Rate of my body, and partly from a deep fenfe of the very

great work in which I am employed. Do not know when

I funk into deeper diftrefs : though, thank GOD, there

was no condemnation.

Lord's day. After preaching in the morning with fome

freedom, Brother John Haggerty, his brother PW, with

Friend Bonhaw, and myfelf, fet off to a place where I had

to preach at 2 o'clock. Friend Bonham was awakened by

the initrumentality of Friend Strawbridge ; and he told me
that he had been much oppofed by the Baptifls. He faid,

they had ufed him very ill but he was determined to have

no more connexion with them. He appears to be a folid,

fenfible man. Heard him give an exhortation much to the

purpcfe •, and gave him a note of recommendation, to do

all the good he could. Happened in company with an old,

ftupid £htaker woman, who fuppofed me to be a half JfW-

ker, and thought the Friends were the only people in the

world, and that they were not fallen from their former live-

ly and fpiritual ftate. A man came twenty miles for me

to go to preach a funeral difcourfe. • I accordingly com-

plied, and had many people to hear me. Then went about

two miles, to preach at Mr. Derbirfs and met with a

German minifter, Mr. Soap, who heard me preach at both

places. "We had fome converfation about the ordinances

adminiflered by Mr. Strawbridge. He advanced fome rea-

fons to urge the neceffity of them, and faid Mr. IVeJley

did not do well to hinder us from the adminiftration of

them. I told him they did not appear to me as effential to

falvattori *, and that it did not appear to be my duty to ad-

minifter the ordinances at that time.

[Contifiued at page 349.3

LETTER.
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LETTER.

[From Mifs H. B. to the Rev. J. Wefley.]

Wycombe ,
May 4, 1773.

Rev. Sir,

1FIND much reafon to praife GOD who loads me

with his benefits. I find that profperity and adverfity

are much the fame to me : my foul being not overmuch

grieved at the one ; nor lifted up by the other. Death of

late feems at no great distance ; but in this my will is fo

fwallowed up in the will of GOD, that I cannot chufe ei-

ther life or death.

The week after Eafter I was informed that a man in this

town, whofe name is Charles Dean, was thought to be near

death; and as he was a very wicked man, I thought I

would go and fee him. Accordingly I went and fpoke free-

ly to him concerning the flate of his foul. I had not faid

much before I obferved the tears fall from his eyes. He
told me, he believed he had the harden: heart of any man
alive. I was very glad to hear this, and told him it was a

blefling that he felt it to be fo. On afking him if I fhould go

to prayer, he did not feem willing; but I told him I fhould

not be long, and fo prayed and went away. Going again

the Monday following, and finding him putting off repent-

ance, in hopes of being better in health, I endeavoured to

fliew him Satan's device in this; and perfuaded him to feek

the Lord now. Accordingly he began from that time to

feek in good earneft. The next night I went to fee him

again, and found that GOD had given him a broken heart.

I then went to prayer with him, and left him for the pre-

fent. The next morning I found he was not fatisfied with

what he had received, but wanted an entire change of

heart. On Wednefday morning 28, his wife found peace

to her foul, and is now very happy in the Lord. Seeing

her filler ftand by, I told her, we muft not leave her be-

hind. On this Hie began to weep. I then encouraged her to

believe. She cried out, Lord, I believe, help my unbelief!

The
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The next day Dean fending for me, I went, and found
him in the pangs of the new-birth. Indeed he feized my
'hand in an agony of dlftrefs. I went to prayer, and he
prayed with me for fome Lime. I then (lopped, and let

him pray by himfelf. When he gave over 1 began again,

and in left than half an hour his foul was fet at liberty.

When I went home, he fent for a man from his work to

teli him what GOD had done for his foul. Thus he con-

tinued all that and the two following days, exhorting all

to repent and fcek that change of heart which GOD had
given him. He alfo fent for the curate to give him the fa-

cravnent ; but the curate thought he was not fenfibie : for

he told him what a blefied change he had found. The cu-

rate (aid, it was a good thing ; but yet would not give him
the faCrarricnt until he was more compofed. I then per-

iuaded rny brother to go to fee him. I believe it had a

quite contrary effecl: on his mind; for he wept much when
he was with him: and ever fince, when he has talked about

him, the tears (land in his eyes. Lafl night his joy was

fomewhat abated ; but his peace was ftill the fame : and he

faid if it was the will of GOD, he would rather depart

and be with Chrift •> but yet was quite refigned to GOD's
will. As to his wife and filter they grow happier and hap-

pier daily. Glory be to GOD for this great work!

H. B.

LETTER.

[From Mrs. C. M. to the Rev. J. Wefley.]

May 12, 1773,
Rev. Sir,

'I"
FEEL that faith and love which overcometh the world,

1' and that peace which paffeth ail underftanding. I find

that Jefus has the ruling power in my breaft, and that he

has fubdued all things under him, and governs every paf-

fion. The flame of divine love, in general, confumes all

before it. 1 am alfo paflive in the hand of GOD, and

willing
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b illing to be difpofed of as feemeth him good. I find

fuch zeal for his caufe, and fuch love to fouls, as makes

me love, pity, weep and pray for them, In fhort, I find

a heaven upon earth ! And yet I find I come fhort in all

things; and therefore am funk into nothing before Him,
who has thought fit to call fuch a worm as me, to be a

partaker of the heavenly inheritance

!

As you feem defirous, Sir, to have a mote particular ac*

count of the Lord's dealings with me from the beginning,

I (hall give you a fhort fketch of the fame.

In May 1770, the Lord {hewed me that I was a finner-

bv nature and practice ; and that if I did not repent, I

mould perifh for ever, t then attended the preaching con*

ftantly* and in a fhort time joined the fociety^ From that

time, till the 28th of June, my convictions facreafed. Be-

ing then in the deepelt diftrefs, I retired, full of lhame and

confufion. I thought to pray ; but could not. I then rail

to a book, called, The Golden Key that opens hidden

treafure ; and found a chapter fuitable to my flate. Pre-

fently after, I found the burden of fin fall off, and was

enabled to cry out with Thomas, My Lord and my GOD!
But I had not the abiding witnefs of his fpirit, till three

weeks after, when the Lord fhined on my foul and left me
without a doubt. In a very little time he fhewed me that

I was prone to backflide from him, and that the remains of

fin and unbelief were the caufe thereof, But how to get rid

of them I knew not. On this I afked Mr. who told me,

it was the gift of GOD. Then thought I, if this is the

cafe, I will give GOD no reft until he gives it to me*

One morning, about the latter end of September, I went
to the Lord, and pleaded the death and fufTerings of his

Son, and alfo my right to the bleftings purchafed by him*

I had not been long before him, till my foul was tranfport-

ed as if It was going to leave the body. On this I cried

out, Lord, what art thou about to do with me! Juft then

the fohowing words came with power to my mind, Behold,

now is the accepted time ; behold, now is the day of falva-

tion! Then was my foul fet at full liberty, and difengaged

from every needlcis care and inordinate defire. At the

Vol. II. Qjj feme
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fame time I found it quite eafy to do all that my heavenly-

Father required of me: and I had no doubt of my being
fealed to the day of eternal redemption. In this confidence
and full liberty of heart I ftill continue to this day. But as

I am ftill weak and ignorant, I ftand in need of every afltft*

arrce ; and therefore, dear Sir, I mud beg (with your ad-
vice) an intereft in your prayers •, which will be gratefully

acknowledged by

Your friend and fervant,

C. M.

Some Account of the Death of Mr. John Tregellas, of
St. Agnefs, in Cornwall.

°T"jrTHEN he was about fifteen years of age, he caught

VV a violent cold by fleeping on the grafs. This fo

affected his health, that it was thought he would not reco-

ver ; but proper means being ufed, he was in a great rnea-

fure reftored. He had at that time little or no concern

for his falvation. When he was about feventeen, he was

deeply awakened to a fenfe of his loft condition, and ne-

ver refted till he had a clear manifeftation of pardon. From
that time he was an exemplary follower of his Redeemer ;

driving to keep a conscience void of offence towards GOD
and man. He was but juft entered upon his twenty-firft

year when he again caught a violent cold, which alarmed

all who had any regard for him; yet he was not apprehen-

five of his danger ; but ufed to fay, " In a few days I fhall

be as well as ever." One of his friends anfwering, Sup-

pofe you fhould not recover, are you refigned ? he replied,

with great cheerfulnefs, " I think I cannot be unrefigned

to the will of GOD, be it whatever it may." When he

was advifed to take the advice of a phyfician, he anfwered,

" I have no defire to live, but for the fake of one pcrfon

whom I love above all the world; yet if the Lord is pleafed

to remove me, I fhall be enabled to refign all that is dear

to me." When one afked him if death appeared terrible?

he
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lie anfwered, cc No ;
though I do not enjoy that lively ex-

crcife of faith which I defire. Neverthelefs I can give my-

felf into the hands of GOD, and truft him for all I want."

As his weaknefs increafed, his graces were more confpicu-

ous ; for his patience, meeknefs, and humility excited the

admiration of all who faw him.

After he was confined to his bed, he gave up all hopes

of recovering, and made a full furrender of every thing be-

low the fun. His foul was now all life and vigour. He
feemed on the borders of heaven, and longed to depart and

be with Chrift. Yet he would frequently check his ardent

defire, and fay, " I want more patience to wait the Lord's

time." Inftead of complaining, he ufed frequently to fay*

<( I blefs GOD that I am about to be taken home, without

any thing grievous to be borne." He talked of death with

the greater! pleafure, and wondered that his emaciated bo-

dy mould fo long keep him a prifoner below.

At feeing his friends weep, he faid, " Let us rejoice the

little time we have to fpend together : and though we ihall I

be feparated for a feafon, we ihall foon meet to part no

more!" When any afked how he did, he anfwered, " I

am happy!" or, " I am juft got home!" or, " I am weak
in body ; but comfortable in my mind ! O how precious is

Jefus ! I did not know that fo much cf heaven could be

experienced on this fide the grave."

At one time, being almoft itrangled by a fit of coughing,

and feeing his friends much affected, as foon as he could

fpeak, he faid, " The will of GOD be done ! That is bell!

Do not weep •, for you never fee me weep! I am not fiu>

fering much! I could fufrer much more!" He then exhort-

ed all who were with him to make fure of heaven.

To an acquaintance at a diltance he fent the following
rneflage, « You muft prepare to meet the Lord. If vou
do not alter your preient courfe of life, you are undone for

ever
!"

He expreiTed a great fatisfacticn in feeing the children

of GOD. " O, faid he, how do I love thofe who love

GOD, though I have not feen fome of them before!"

When his friends repeated any portions of GuD's woi ',
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he feemed to lay hold upon them all by faith, and then

would exprefs the peace and comfort they brought to his

foul. He ufed to repeat the text he chofe for his funeral,

with inexpreffible pleafure, « The redeemed of the Lord

fliall return to Zion with fingingj" &c.
' When one alked him, What if the Lord mould make
you an example of patience, and leave you longer for a
pattern to thofe round about you, could you be willing? he
anfwered, « Yes : I think I am willing for the Lord to do
with me as he pleafes, lb I may be kept from dishonouring

him." He was always thankful for the leaft kind office

that was done him, and expreffed much concern left he

fliould weary his friends. When one faid, I have reafon

to blefs GOD that I have fecn fuch an example of piety,

both living and dying, he anfwered, <« I would not have

jmy friends think too highly of me, nor fpeak too much
about me when I am gone," After taking a cordial, he

faid, " I hare not vinegar and gall given me, as my bleiTed

Matter had."

The day before he died, the breaking of a blood veflel

almoft fuffocating him, he feemed as in an agony ; but as

foon as he could fpeak, he faid, « I am fuffering a great

deal!" On being a(ked, Are you happy? He anfwered,

< ? Yes." A friend coming to his bed-fide afked how he

was? He anfwered, " Happy! happy ! John" faid he, " will

you make my coffin ?" He anfwered, Yes. « Well, faid

he, and will it not give you much pleafure to work upon

it, now you know I am going fafe to glory."

The evening before he died the Doclor was with him,

to whom he faid, <s What do you think of me now?" The
Doclor anfwered, You will not be many hours here. He
then fmiled, and invited the Doclor to ftay and fee him

die. But though the Doclor went away, he told me after,

that what he had feen and heard had confirmed him in one

point wherein he had been wavering, viz. Whether a per-

fon could in this life, be wholly delivered from the fear of

death ?

The night he died he advifed fome of his friends to go

jiome, left their fitting up mould injure their health; fay-

ing*
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itig, " it appears as if I mould not die to-night, feeing

one fymptom has not taken place which the Doctor expect-

ed about ten o'clock." However, about one o'clock in the

morning he turned over, as if goiftg to fleep j and at four

his fpirit returned to GOD, April 28, 1784.

JOSEPH TAYLOR.

Gretton, April 2, 1785.

Poetry.

The WISH.

NOR let a wifh fpr earth remain,

Nor let me grovel here below,

"When heav'nly honours I may gain,
,

When joys immortal I may know;
When freed from woe, and endlefs pain,

My foul in heav'n with Chrift may reign

!

Nor earth, nor fenfe, nor fin, {hall find

A refting-place within my foul;

All, all for Jefus is refign'd :

O ! come, my Lord, poffefs me whole

!

My foul, my body's pow'rs pofiefs,

And fanctify me through thy grace

!

I long for this, for this I pray,

To know that perfedl love of thine,

When fin {hall all be done away,

When in thine image I mall mine,

When
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When I fhall feel continual peace,

And all the fruits of righteoufnefs

!

Ah ! come, and move in me, and live,

And triumph o'er my willing bread

;

I would thy fulnefs now receive

;

I would partake thy people's reft

Thine utmoit goodnefs fain would prove,

And antedate the joys above.

Jefus, my Saviour, now fulfil

Thy great defign, thy grand decrees;

In me be done thy righteous will,

* AccompiiuYd all thy promifesj

Let grace renew and clean fe my heart

;

The mind which was in thee, impart,

Not only, Lord, my fins forgive,

But fpread thy fanctifying leav'n ;

O 1 make me meet with GOD to live,

With all the perfect faints in heav'n

;

With them, before thy glorious throne

May I adore, and call my crown !

Then will I praife thine holy name,

And blefs thee for thy wond'rous grace

>

Thy matchlefs glories then proclaim
;

Thy wifdom, pow'r, and faithfuinefs

;

fU emulate the hofts above,

And fing the riches of thy love.

From my own works now bid me ceafe,

And own the ftrength of thy right-hand

Now perfect me in holinefs,

Let all fubmit to love's command;

Subject me to thy wife control

;

few model thou my ranfom'd foul.



Father, my wand'ring footfteps guide5

Make me with Chrift in fpirit one,

And call thy favourite to thy fide,

And feat me on thy glorious throne,

And let me there fecurely dwell

Beyond the reach ox death and hell.

To GOD, who reigns enthron'd on high,

The Father of eternal days,

To Chrift, th' incarnate Majefty,

And to the Spirit of his grace,

Be honour, praife, and glory giv'n,

By fons of earth, and hofts of heav'n.

On ETERNITY.

WT H A T is Eternity ? Can ought

^/ y Point its duration to the thought
'

Tell every beam the fun emits,

When in fubiimeft noon he fits

;

Tell every light-wing'd thought that drays

Within its ample round of rays ?

Tell all the leaves and all the buds,

That crown the gardens and the woods

;

Tell all the fpires of grafs, the meads

Produce, when fpring propitious leads

The new-born year •, tell all the drops

The night, upon their bended tops,

Sheds in foft filence to difplay

Their beauties with the rifing day;

Tell all the fands the ocean leaves,

Tell all its changes, all its waves

Or tell with more laborious pains

The drops its mighty mafs contains

;

Be this aftonilhing account

Augmented with the full amount
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Of all the drops the clouds have fhet^

"Where'er their watery fleeces fpread,

Through all time's long-continued tour,

From Adam to the prefent hour

—

Still mort the fum •, nor can it vie

With the more numerous years that lie >
ImbofomM in Eternity. j

Was there a belt that could contain

In its vaft orb the earth and main ;

With figures was it clufter'd o'er,

Without one cypher in the fcore $

And could your labouring thought affign

The total of the crowded line:

How fcant th' amount ? Th' attempt how vain^

To reach duration's endlefs chain ?

For when as many years are run,

Unbounded age is but begun*.

Then hear, O man ! with awe divine,

For this Eternity k thiiie.

An Epitaph on Mr. PETER JAGG.

FISHER of men/" ordain'd by Chrift alone,

Immortal fouls he for his Saviour won j

"With loving faith, arid calmly fervent zeal,

Perform'd and fuffer'd the Redeemer's will

;

XJnmov'd in all the ftorms of life remain'd,

And in the good, old fhjp the haven gain'd.

* Mr. jfaco was brought up to the riming bufinefs. Here
then we have another Peter the fifherman, forfaking his nets, fol*

lowing Chriit, and becoming a nfher of men.

THE
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PREDESTINATION CALMLY CONSIDERED.

£By John Wesley, M.A.]

[Continuedfrom page 268.]

XXII. TTJ UT to be a little more particular. How can

JL3 you pofftbly reconcile reprobation with thofe

fcriptures that declare the juftice of GOD ? To cite one

for all.

Ezek. xviii. 2. &c. What mea?i ye, that ye life this pro-

verb ; The fathers have eatenfour grapes, and the children's

teeth are fet on edge ? As I live, faith the Lord GOD, ye fiall

not have occa/ion any more to ufe this proverb in Ifrael. Be-

hold, allfouls are mine; as thefoul ofthe father, fo the foul

of the fon is mine; (and however I may temporally vifit the

fins of the fathers upon the children, yet this vifitation ex-

tends no further, but) the foul thatfnneth, itfiall die, for

its own fin, and not another's. But if a man be juft, and
do that which is lawful and right—he fhallJurely live, faith

the Lord GOD. If he beget a fon, that is a robber—fiall ha

then live ? Hefall not live ; hefall furdy die—Yet fay ye,

why, doth not the fon bear the iniquity of the father? (Tem-
porally he doth, as in the cafe of Achan, Korah, and a thou-

fand others : but not eternally.) When theJon hath done ih.'i
.

which is lawful and right, hefialljurely live. The foul that

Vol. II. Rr finnetk
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finneth it Jliall die ((hall die the fecond death.) The fon Jliall

not bear the iniquity of theJather, neitherJliall theJather bear

the iniquity oj theJon, The righteoufnefs ojthe righteousJhall

be vpon him, and the zuickednefs of the wicked Jhall be upon

him. Yet ye fay, the way oj the Lord is not equal. Hear

now, 0 IJ'rael! Is not my way equal? (equitable, jnft) Art

not your ways unequal? When a righteous man turneth away

Jrom his righteoufnefs, and committeth iniquity, and dieth in

them ; Jor his iniquity that he hath done, Jliall he die. Again,

when the wuked man turnethawayfrom his wickednejs, that he

hath committed, and doth that which is lawful and right, he

Jliall five hisfoul alive.—Therefore, I willjudge you, 0 houfe

of lfrael ! every one according to his zuays, faith the Lord

GOD. Repent, and turn yourfelves from all*your tranfgrej]i~

ons : fo iniquity fnall not be-your ruin.

Throughout this whole pafiage GOD is pleafed to appeal

to man himfeif, touching the juflice of his proceedings. And
well might he appeal to our own conscience, according to

the account of them which is here given : but it is an ac-

count which all the ai t of man will never reconcile with un-

conditional reprobation.

XXIII. Do you think it will cut the knot to fay, " Why,
" if GOD might juftly, have paft by all men (fpeak out, if

" GOD might juftly have reprobated all men, for it comes
" to the fame point) then he may juftly pafs by fome. But
" GOD m\gh\ jujily have 'palled by all men." 'Are you

fure he might ? Where is it written ? I cannot find it in the

word of GOD. Therefore, I reject it as a bold, precari*

ous affertion, utterly unfupported by holy fcripture.

If you fay, " But you know in your own conscience,

" GOD might juftly have pafied by you ;" I deny it. That

GOD might juflly, lor my unfaithfulnefs to Iris grace, have

given me up long ago, I grant : but this conceflion fuppofes

me to have had that grace, which you fay a reprobate never

had.

But befides, in making this fuppofition, of what GOD
might have juftly done, you fuppofe his juflice might have

been feparate from his other attributes, from his mercy in

particular,;
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particular. But this never was, nor ever will be : nor in-

deed is it pofiible it fhould. All his attributes are infepa-

rably joined : they cannot be divided, no, not for a moment.

Therefore, this whole argument {lands, not only on an un-

fcriptural, but on an ab'furd, impofhble fuppofition.

XXIV. Do you fay, " Nay, - but it is juft for GOD to

" pafs by whom he will, becaufc of his fovereignty l for he

**< faith himfelf, may I not do what I will with my own ? And,

V hath not the potter power over his own clay ?" I arifwer, the

former of thefe fentences ftands in the conclufion of- that pa-

rable, Mat. 20. wherein our Lord reproves the Jews for

murmuring at GOD's giving the fame reward to the gentiles

as to them. To one of thefe murmurers it is that GOD
lays, Friend, I do thee no:

wrong ; take that thine is, and go

thy way : I will give unto this lajl even as unto thee. Then
follows, Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with my
own ? Is thine eye evil, becaufc I am good ? As if he had

laid, " May I not give my own kingdom to whom I pleafe ?

" Art thou angry, becaufe I am merciful ?" It is then un-

deniably clear, that GOD does not here affert a right of

reprobating any man. Here is nothing fpoken of reproba-

tion, bad or good. Here is no kind of reference thereto.

This text therefore has nothing to do with the conclufion

it was brought to prove.

XX

\

r

. But you add, hath not the potter power over his

awn clay I Let us confider the context ofthefe words alfo. They
are found in the ninth chapter of the epiftle to the Romans;
an epiftle, the general fcope and intent of which is, to pub-

lifh the eternal, unchangeable vrplmsi purpofe or decree of

GOD, He that believeth, fhall be faved ; he that believeih not,

flia.ll be damned. The juftice of GOD in condemning thofe

that believed not, and the neceffity of believing in order to

falvation, the lapofile proves at large in the three firft chap-

ters, which he confirms in the fourth by the example of

Abraham. In the former part of the fifth, and in the fixth

chapter, he defcribes the happinefs and hofinefs of true be-

lievers. (The latter part of the fifth is a digreffion concern-

ing the extent of the benefits flowing from the death of
• Chrift.)
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CbrifL) In the feventh, he mews in what fenfe believers in

Chritt are delivered From the law : and defcribes the miferable

bondage of thofe who are ftill under the law ; that is, who arc

truly convinced of fin, but not able to conquer it. In the

eighth, he again defcribes the happy liberty of thofe wliQ

truly believe in Chrift ;
and encourages them to fufier for

the faith, as by other confiderations, fo by this in particular,

we know that all things work together fox good to them thai

love GOD, ver. 28. to them that are called (by the preaching

of his word) according to his purpofe, or decree, unalterably

fixt from eternity : he, that believeth, fall he faved. For

whom he. did foreknozv, as believing, he alfo did predefinaie

to he conformed to the image of his Son. Moreover, whom he

did predefmate, them he alfo called, by his word (fo that term

is ufually taken in St. Paul's epiftles ;) and whom he, called,

them he alfo juftifed (the word is here taken in its wideft

fenfe, as including fan&ification alfo ;) and whom he jufif->

ed, them he alfo glorified. Thence to the end of the chap-,

ter, he ftrongly encourages all thofe, who had the love of

GOD flied abroad in their hearts, to have a. good hope,

that no fufferings fhould ever be able tofparate themfrom the

love of GOD which is in Chrifl J^fus.

XXVI. But as the apoftle was aware, how deeply the

Jews were offended at the whole tenor of his doclrine, and

more efpecially at his afferting, 1. That the Jews them-

felves, could not be faved without believing in Jefus; and

2. That the heathens by believing in him, might partake

of the fame falvation: he fpends the whole ninth chapter

upon them: wherein, 1. He declares the tender love he

had for them, ver
t

1—3. 2. Allows the great national

privileges they enjoyed above any. people under heaven,

ver. 4, 5. 3. Anfwers their grand objection to his doc-

trine, taken from the juftice of GOD to their fathers,

ver. 6— 13. 4. Removes another objection, taken from

the juftice of GOD, interweaving all along llrong reproofs

to the Jews, for priding themfelves on thofe privileges,

which were owing meerly to the good-pleafure of GOD,
not to their fathers' goodnefs, any more than their own,

ver.
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yer. 14—23. 5. Refumes and proves by fcripture his for-

mer aflertibn, that many Jews would be loft, and many

heathens fayed, ver. 24—29, And, laftly, fums up th?

general drift of this chapter, and indeed of the whole epif-

tle. What JJiqll we fay then? What is the conclufion from

the whole, the fum of all which has been fpoken ? Why,

that many Gentiles already partake of the great faivation,

and many Jews fall mort of it. Wherfore? BecauTe they

would not receive it by faith. And whofoever pelieveth

not, cannot b.e faved: whereas, whofoever believethm Chrift,

whether Jew or Gentile, fall not be afhamed, ver. 30—33.
XXVII. Thofe words, hath net the potter power over his

own clay ? are part of St. Paul's anfwer to that objection,

that it was unjuft for GOD to fhew that mercy to the Gen-

tiles, which he witji-held from his own people. This lie

Jjrft limply denies, faying, GODforbid! And then obferyes,

that, according to his own words to Mofes, GOD has a

right to fix the terms on which he will fliew mercy, which

neither the will nor the
.

power of man can alter, ver. 15,

16: and to withdraw his mercy from them, who, like Pha-

raoh, will not comply with thofe terms, ver. 17. And that

accordingly, he hath mercy on whom he will have mercy

\

namely, thofe that truly believe: and whom he will, namely,

obftinate unbelievers, he fufters to be hardened.

XXVIII. But why then, fay the objectors, doth hefad
fault with thofe that are hardened ? For zuho hath reffled his

will? ver. 19. To this infolen,t mifconftruclion of what

he had faid, the apoftle firft gives a fevere rebuke, and then

adds, fiall the thingformedfay unto him thatformed it, why
hajl thou made me thus ? Why haft thou made me capable

of faivation, only on thofe terms ? None indeed hath Tef.fi-

ed this will of GOD: he that believeth not, fall be damned.

But is this any ground for arraigning his juftice ? Hath not

the great potter power over his own clay ; to make, or ap-

point one fort of veffels, namely, believers, to honour, and
the others unto difionour ? Hath he not a right to diftribme

eternal honour and dilhonour, on whatever terms he pleafes?

Kfpecially, confidering the goodnefs and patience he fnews,

even
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even towards them that believe not: confidering that wheq
they have provoked him toftew his wrath, and to make the

power of his vengeance known, yet he endures with much

longfujfemng, even thofe vejfels of wrath, who had before

ftted themfelves to deflruclion. There is then no more

room to reply againft GOD, for making his vengeance

known on thofe veffels of wrath, than for making known

his glorious love on the vejfels of mercy whom, he had be-

fore by faith preparedfor glory: even us, whom he hath cal-

led, not of the Jews only, but alfo of the Gentiles.

XXIX. I have fpoke more largely than I defigned, in

order to fhew, that neither our Lord in the above mention-

ed parable, nor St. Paul, in thefe words, had any view to

GOD's fovereign power, as the ground of unconditional

reprobation. And beware that you go no further therein,

than you are authorized by them. Take care, whenever

yoa fpeak of thefe high things, to /peak as the oracles of

GOD. And if fo, you will never fpeak of the fovereignty

of GOD, but in conjunction with his other attributes.

For the fcripture no where fpeaks of this fingle attribute,

as feparate from the reit. : much lefs does it any where fpeak

of the fovereignty of GOD, as fingly difpofing the eternal

itates of men. No, no: in this awful work, GOD pro-

ceeds according to the known rules of his juftice and mero\

XXX. But never aflign his fovereignty as ths caufe why

any man is punifhed with everlafling dejlruclioii. Now
then, are you not quite out of the way ? You are not in

the way which GOD hath revealed. You are putting eter-

nal happinefs and mifery, on an unfcriptural, and a very

dreadful footing. Make the cafe your own. Here are.

you, a firmer, convinced that you deferve the damnation

of hell : forrow, therefore, and fear have filled your heart.

And how (hall you be comforted ? By the promifes of

GOD; but perhaps you have no part therein; for they be-

long only to the eleel:. By the confideratiori of his love

and tender mercy: but what are thefe to you, if you are

a reprobate ? GOD does not love you at all : you, like

Efau, he hath hated even from eternity. What ground

then
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then can you have for the leaft fhadow of hope ? Why,

it is poflible (that is all) that GOD's fovereign will may be

on your fide: pfjibly, GOD may fave you, becaufe he

will ! O poor encouragement to defpairing finners ! I fear

faith rarely cometh by hearing this

!

XXXI. The fovereignty of GOD is then never to be

brought to fupercede his juftice.' And this is the prefent

objeftion againft unconditional reprobation (the plain con-

fequence of unconditional ehe&ion ;) it flatly contradicls,

indeed utterly overthrows, the fcripture-account of the juf-

tice of GOD. This has been proved in general already;

let us now wehh a few particulars. And 1. The fcripture

defcribes GOD as the judge of the earth. But how {hall

GOD in juflice judge the world ? (O confider this, as in

the prefence of GOD, with reverence and godly fear !)

How fhall GOD in juftice judge the world, if there be

any decree of reprobation ? On this fuppofuion, what {hould

thofe on the left-hand be condemned for ? For their having

done evil ? They could not help it. There never was a

time, when they could have helped it. GOD, you fay,

of old ordained them to this condtmnation. And who hath

refijled his will? He fold them, you fay, to work wickednejs %

even from their mother's womb. He gave them up to a

reprobate mind, or ever they hung upon their mother s brea/L

Shall he then condemn them for what they could not help?

Shall thejuft, the Holy One of Ifrael, adjudge millions of

men to everlafting pain, becaufe their blood moved in- their

veins ? Nay, this they might have helped by putting an end

to their own lives. But could they even thus have efcaped

from fin ? Not without that grace which you fuppofe GOD
had abfolutely determined never to give them. And yet you
iuppofe him to fend them into eternal fire for not efcaping

from fin ! That is, in plain terms, for riot having that grace,

which GOD had decreed they fhouM never have ! O It range
juftice ! What a picture do you draw of the Judge of all

the earth?

XXXII. Are they not rather condemned, for not. doing
good, according to thofe folemn words of the great judge,

Depart»
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Depart, ye. curfed—For I was an hungered, and ye gave me
no meat : I was thirjly, and ye gave me no drink : aJlranger i

and ye took me not in : naked, and ye clothed me not ; fick

and in prifon, and ye vifited me not. Then Jhall they an-

fwer—But how much better an anfwer do yoa put into their

mouths? Upon^wr fuppofition, might they not fay (O con-

fider it well, in meeknefs and fear !) Lord, we might have

done the outward work: but thou knoweft, it would but

have increafed our damnation. We might have fed. the

hungry, given drink to the thirfly, and covered the naked

with a garment. But all thefe works without thy fpecial

grace, which we never had, nor poffibly could have, (feeing

thou haft eternally decreed to with-hold it from us) would on-

ly have been fplendid jins. They would only have heated

the furnace of hell {even times hotter ahan before. Upon
your fuppofition, might they not fay, " Righteous art thou,

" O Lord, yet let us plead with thee. O why doft thou

" condemn us for not doing good ? Was it poffible for us
« { to do any thing well? Did we ever abufe the power of do-

" inggood? We never received it, and that thou knoweft.
tl Wilt thou, the Holy One, the Juft, condemn us for not doing
«* what we never had the power to do ? Wilt thou condemn
" us for not cafting down the ftars from heaven ; for not hold-

" ing the -winds in our fill ? Why, it was as poffible for us to

" do this, as to do any work acceptable in thy fight ! O
" Lord, correct us, but with judgment ! and before thou

" plungeft us into everlafting fire, let us know how it was
" ever poffible for us to efcape the damnation of hell."

XXXIII. Or how could they have efcaped (fuppofe you

affign that, as the caufe of their condemnation) from inward

fin ; from evil defires ; from unholy tempers and vile affecti-

ons ? Were they ever able to deliver their own fouls ; td

refcue themielves from this inward hell ? If fo, their not

doing it might juftly be laid to their charge, and would leave

them without excufe. But it was not fo : they never were

able to deliver their own fouls : they never had power to

refcue themfelves from the hands of thefe bofom-enemies.

This talent was never put into their hands. How then can

they
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they be condemned for hiding it in the earth ; for non-im-

provement of what they never had ? Who is able to purify

a corrupt heart ? to bring a clean thing out of an unclean ?

Is man, mere man, fufficient for this? No certainly: GOD
alone. To him only can the polluted of heart fay, Lord

if thou wilt, t/iou canfl make me clean. But what ii he an-

Eftrer, " I will not, becaufe I will not : be thou unclean ftill."

Will GOD doom that man to the bottomlefs pit becaufe of

that uncleannefs, which he could not fave himfelf from, and

which GOD could have faved him from, but would not ?

Verily, were an earthly king to execute fuch juftice as this

upon his helplefs fubjecls, it might well be expe&ed that

the vengeance of the Lord would foon fweep him from the

feee of the earth.

[Continued at page

SERMON XIX.

On 1 Corinthians xiii. 1, 2,3.

Though Ifpeak with the tongues of men and of angels, and
have not charity, lam become asfounding brafs, or a tinkling

cymbal.

And though I have the gift ofprophecy, and underfand all

myjlerus, and all knowledge ; and though I have all faith ,

Jo as to remove mountains, and have not charity, I am no*

thins.

And though I befow all ?ny goods tofeed the poor, and give
my body to be burned, and have not charity, it profteth me no-
rfling.

WJ^ know, Ail fcripture is given by infpiration of
* V GOD, and is therefore true and right concerning

ail things. But we know likewife, that there are fome
feriptures which more immediately commend themfelves to

every man's confeience. In this rank we may place the paf-

Yol. II, p s fage
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fage before us : there are fcarce any that objecl; to it. 0&
the contrary, the generality of men very readily appeal to it.

Nothing is more common than to find even thofe who deny

the authority of the holy fcripturcs, yet affirming, " This is

my religion : that which is defcribed in the thirteenth chap-

ter of the Corinthians." Nay, even a Jew, Dr. Nunes, a

Spamjh phyficiart, then fettled at Savannah, in Georgia, ufed

to fay, with great earneftnefs, " That Paul of Tarfus was

one of the fineft writers I have ever read. I with the thir-

teenth chapter of his firft letter to the Corinthians, were wrote

in letters of gold. And I wifh every Jew were to carry it

with him wherever he Went." He judged, (and herein he

certainly judged right) that this (ingle chapter contained the

whole of true religion. It contains whatsoever things are

jujl, whatfoever things are pare, whatfoever things are lovely t

if there be any virtue, if there be any praife, it is all contain-

ed in this.

In order to fee this in the cleareft light, we may cbn-

fider,

Firft, What the charity here fpbken of, is :

Secondly, What thofe things are, which are ufually put

in the place of it. We may then,

Thirdly, Obferve, that neither any of them, nbr all of

them put together, can fupply the want of it;

I. i. We are, firft, to confider, What this charity is ?

what is the nature, and what are the properties of it ?

St. Paul's word is Ay«an>, exactly anfwerihg to the plaint,

glifli word, love. And accordingly it is fo rendered in all

the old tranflations of the Bible. So it flood in William

Tindal's Bible, which I fuppofe was the firft Englifh tranfla- I

tion of the whole Bible. So it was alfo in the Bible pub-

lifhed in London-, by the authority of king Henry the eighth ;

fo it was likewife in all the editions of the Bible that were

fucceffively publifhed in England during the reign of king

Edward the. fixth, queen Elizabeth, and king James the firft.

Nay, fo it is found in the Bibles of king Charles the firft's

reign : I believe to the period of it. The firft Bibles I have

feen wherein the word was changed, were thofe printed by

Roget
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Roger Damci, and John Field, printers to the Parliament, in

the year 1649. Hence it appears, that the alteration was

made during the reign of the Long-Parliament : then it was that

the Latin word charity was put in the place of the plain En-

glijh word lave, It was an unhappy hour ihis alteration was

made; the ill elFecls of it remain to this day: and thefe

may be obferved not only among the poor and illiterate :

not only thoufands of common men and women, no more

underhand the word charity, than they do the original

Greek; but the fame miferable miftake has diffufed itfelf

among men of education and learning. Thoufands of thefe

alfo are milled thereby, and imagine that the charity treated

of in this chapter refers chiefly, if not wholly, to outward

a£tions, and means little more than almfgiving. I have heard

many fermons preached upon this chapter : particularly be-

fore the univerfity ok Oxford. And I never heard more than

one, wherein the meaning of it was not totally mifrepre-

fenrcd. But had the old and proper word, love, been retain-

ed, there would have been no room for mifreprefentation.

2. But what kind of love is that whereof the apoftle is

fpeaking throughout the chapter ? Many perfons of emi-

nent learning and piety apprehend that it is the love of GOD.
But from reading the whole chapter numberlefs times, and

confidering it in every light, I am thoroughly perfuaded that

what St.. Paul is here dire&ly fpeaking of, is the love of our

neighbour. I believe whoever carefully weighs the whole

tenor of his difcourfe, will be fully convinced of this. But

it mull be allowed to be fuch a love of our neighbour, as

can only fpring from the love of GOD. And whence does

this love of GOD flow ? Only from that faith which is of

the operation of GOD : which whoever has, has a direct evi-

dence, that GOD was in Chrifi, reconciling the world unto

kimfelf. When this is particularly applied to his heart, fo

thcit he can fay, with humble boldnefs, The life which I now
live, I live by thefaith of the Son ofGOD, who loved me, and
gave, kimfelffor me : then, and not till then, the love ofGOD
isflied abroad in his heart. And this love fweetly conftrains

him to love every child of man with the love which is here

fpoken
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fpoken of: not with a love of efteem or of complaifance
;

for this can have no place, with regard to thofe, who are, (if

not his perfonal enemies, yet) enemies to GOD and their

own fouls ; but with a love of benevolence, of tender good-
will to all the fouls that GOD has made.

3. But it may be alked, " If there be no true love of

our neighbours, but that which fprings from the love of

GOD; and if the love of GOD flows from no other foun-

tain than faith in the fon of GOD : does it not follow that

the whole heathen world is excluded from all poflibility of

falvation? Seeing they are cut off from faith: for faith

cometh by hearing. And how fhall they hear without a

preacher?
3

' I anfwer, St. Paul's words, fpoken on another

occafion, are applicable to this, What the law Jpeaketh, it

Jpeaketh to them that are under the law. Accordingly that

fentence, He that believeth not, jkall he damned, is fpoken

of them to whom the gofpel is preached. Others it does

not concern, and we are not required to determine any
thing touching their final Hate. How it will pleafe GOD,
the judge of all, to deal with them, we may leave to GOD
himfeif. Only this we know, that he is not the GOD of

the Chriflians only, but the GOD of the heathens alfo :

that he is rich in ?nercy to ail that call upon him, according

to the light they have: and thai in every nation, he thatJear-

eik GOD and worketh rightecnfnefs is accepted of him.

4. But to, return. This is the nature of that love, where

of the apoftle is here fpeaking. But what are the proper-

ties of it, the fruits which are infeparable from it ? The
apoftle reckons up many of thefe ; but the principal of

them are thefe.

Firft, Love is not puffed up. As is the meafure of love,

ib is the meafure of humility. Nothing humbles the foul

fo deeply as love; it cads out all V high conceits, engen-

dering pride," all arrogance and over- weaning, makes us

little, and poor, and bafe. and vile in our own eyes. It

abafes us both before GOD and man; makes us willing to

be the leaft of all, and the fci varus of all, and teaches us

to
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to fay, " a mote in the fun-beam is little, but I am infinite-

ly lefs in the prefence of GOD."

5. Secondly, Love is not provoked. Our prefent Englifh

tranflation renders it, is not eafily provoked. But how di«l the

word eafily come in ? There is not a tittle of it in the text:

the words of the apollle are (imply thefe, ov Trx^Aiy-ry,:. Is

it not probable, it was inferted by the tranflators with a de^

fign to excufe St. Paul, for fear his practice {hould ipj

to contradict his doftrine? For we read Acts xv. ver. 36,

and feq. And fame days after, Paul jaid unto Barnabas
y

let us go again and vijit our brethren in every city, where

we have preached the word of the Lord, andfee how they do,

And Barnabas determined to take with them. John, whcfefir-

name was Mark. But Paul thought not good, to take him

with them who departedfrom the work. And the contention

zvasfo fharp between them, that they departed afunder one

from the ether: and fo Barnabas took Mark, and failedfor
Cyprus: and Paul chofe Silas, and departed - being recom-

mended by the brethren unto the grace of GOD. And he went

through Syria and Cilicia, confirming the (/lurches.

6. Would not any one think, on reading thefe words,

that they were both equally fnarp ? That Paul was jufl 25

hot as Barnabas, and as much wanting in love as he? But

(lie text fays no fuch thing, as will be plain, if we confi-

der firft the occafion. When St. Paul propofed, that they

fhould again vifit the brethren in every city, where they had

preached the word, fo far they were agreed. And Barnabas

determined to take with him John, becaufe he was his filler's

ion, without receiving or afking St. Paul's advice. But

Paul thought not good to take him with them who had depart-

edfrom themfrom Pamphylia (either through floth or cow-

ardice) and went not with them to the zuork. And undoubt-

edly he thought right: he had reafon on his fide. The fol-

lowing words are
s

FyUtre xv r*g«f"fl*** i
literally, And there

was a.fit of anger. It does not fay, in St. Paul, probably

it was in Barnabas alone, who thus fupplied the want of

reafon with paflion: fo they departed afunder. And Barna-

bas* rcfolved to have his own way, did as his nephew had

done
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done before, departed from the work, took Mark with fu/.t,

and failed to Cyprus, But Paul went on in his work, be-

ing recommended by the brethren, to the grace of GOD ;

(which Barnabas teems not to have ftaid for,) and he zvenf

through Syria and Czlicia, confirming the churches. From
the whole account, it does not appear that St. Paul was in

any fault: that he either felt any temper, or fpoke any

word, contrary to the law of love. Therefore not being

in any fault, he does not need any excufe.

7. Certainly he who is full of loye is gentle towards all

wen. He in meeknefs inflrucls thofe that oppofe themfdves,

that oppofe what he loves the moll, even the truth of GOD,
or that holinefs, without which no man mail fee the Lord;

not knowing but GOD peradventure may bring them to the

knoiuledge of the truth. However provoked, he does not

return eailf&r evil, or railing for railing. Yea, he bleffss

thofe that curfe him, and dois good to them that defpitfully

yfe him and perfecute him. He is not overcome of evily but

always overcomes evil zvith good.

8. Thirdly, Love is longfuffenng. It endures not a few

affronts, reproaches, injuries: but all things which GOD
is pleafed to permit either men or devils to inflict. It arms

the foul with inviolable patience: not harfh> ftoical patience,

but yielding as the air, which making no refinance to the

ftroke, receives no harm thereby. The lover of mankind

remembers him who fulFered for us, leaving us an example

that we might, tread in his fieps. Accordingly, if his ene-

my hunger^ he feeds him ; if he thirft, he gives him drink;

and by fo doing, he heaps coals of fire, of melting love,

upon his head. And many waters cannot quench this love:

neither can even the floods of ingratitude drown it.

II. 1. We are, fecondly, to enquire, what thofe things

are, which it is commonly fuppofed will fupply the place

of love. And the firft of thefe is eloquence: a faculty of

talking well, particularly on religious fubjefts. Men are

generally inclined to think well of one that talks well. If

he fpeaks properly and fluently of GOD, and the things

of GOD, who can doubt of his being in GOD's favour ?
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And it is very natural for him, to think well of himfelf,

to have as favourable an opinion of himfelf as others have.

2. But men of refte&ioji are not fatisfied with this
:
they

are not content with a flood of words. They prefer think-

ing before talking, and judge, one that knows much is far

preferable to one that talks much. And it is certain, know-

ledge is an excellent gift of GOD; particularly knowledge

of the holy fcriptuies, in Which are contained all the depths

'of divine knowledge and wifdom. Hence it is generally

thought that a man of much knowledge, knowledge of fcrip-

ture m particular, muft not only be in the favour of GOD,

but likewife enjoy a high degree of it.

3. But men of deeper reflection are apt to fay, " I lay

no ftrefs upon any other knowledge, but the knowledge of

GOD by faith. Faith is the only knowledge, which in the

fight of GOD is of great price. We are faved by faith }

by faith alone: this is the one thing needful. He that be-

lieveth, and he alone, mall be faved everlaftingly." There

is much truth in this: it is unqueftionably true, that we

are faved byfaith ; confequently, that he that believeth\ fhall

be faved, and he that believeth not, fhall be damned.

4. But fome men will fav, with the apoftle James, fhevj

me thy faith without thy works, (if thou canft ; but indeed

it is impoflible,) and I willfiew thee my faith by my works.

And many are hereby induced to think, that good works,

works of piety and mercy, are of far more confcquence

than faith itfelf, and will fupply the want of every other

qualification for heaven. Indeed this feems to be the ge-

neral fentiment, not only of the members of the church of

Rome, but of proteftants alfo; not of the giddy and thought*

lefs, but the ferious members of the church of England.

5. And this cannot be* denied, our Lord himfelf hath faid,

Ye fliall know them by theirfruits : by their works ye know
them that believe, and them that believe not. But yet it

may be doubted, whether there is not a furer proof of th<j

fincerity of our faith, than even our works : that is, ou§

willingly fufifering for righteoufnefs' fake: efpecially, if af-

ter fuffering reproach, and pain, and lofs of friends and

fubftance*
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fubftance, a man gives up life itfelf, yea, by a fhameful and

painful death, by giving his body to be burned, rather than

he would give up faith and a good confcience, by neglecting

his known duty.

6. It is proper to obferve here, firft, What a beautiful

gradation there is, each riling above the other, in the enu-

meration of thofe feveral things, which fome ot other of

thofe that are called chriflians, and are ufually accounted fo,

really believe, will fupply the abfence of love. St. Paul

begins at the lowed point
; talking welly and advances ftep

by ftep, every one riling higher than the preceding, till he

comes to the higheft of all. A ftep above eloquence is

knowledge : faith is a ftep above this. Good-works are a

ftep above that faith. And even above this, is fuffering for

righteoufnefs' fake. Nothing is higher than this, but chrifti-

an love : the love of our neighbour flowing from the love

of GOD.
7. It may be proper to obferve, fecondly, That whatever

paries for religion in any part of the chriftian world, (whe-

ther it be a part of religion, or no part at all, but either

folly, fuperftition, or wickednefs,) may with very little dil-

ficuky be reduced to one or other of thefe heads. Every

thing which is fuppofed to be religion, either by ProteftantS

or Romanifts, and is not, is contained under one or other of

thefe five particulars. Make trial, as often as you pleafe,

with any thing that is called religion, but improperly fo

called, and you will find the rule to hold without any ex-

ception.

III. 1. I am now in the third place to derronftrate, to all

who have ears to hear, who do not harden themfelves againfl

conviction, that neither any one of thefe five qualifications,

nor all of them together, will avail any thing before GOD,
without the love above defcribed.

In order to do this in the cleareft manner, we may con-

fider them one by one. And firft, Though I /peak with the

tongues ofmen and of angels ; with an eloquence fuch as ne-

ver was found in man, concerning the nature, attributes and

works of GOD, whether of creation or providence : though

I were
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I were not herein a whit behind the chief of the apoflles,

preaching like St. Peter, and praying like St. John : yet

unlefs humble, gentle, patient love be the ruling temper of

my foul, I am no better in the judgment of GOD, than

Jounding bra/s, or a rumbling cymbal.. The highefl elo-

quence therefore either in private converfation, or in pub-

lic miniftrations ; the brighteft talents either for preaching

or prayer, if they were not joined with humble, meek, and

patient refignation, might fink me the deeper into hell, but

will not bring me one ftep nearer heaven.

2. A plain inftance may illuftrate this. I knew a young

man between fifty and fixty years ago, who, during the

courfe of feveral years, never endeavoured to convince any

one of a religious truth, but he was convinced : and he ne-

ver endeavoured to perfuade any one to engage in a religious

praclice, but he was perfuaded ; what then ? All that pow-

er of convincing fpeech, all that force of perfuafion, if it

was not joined with meeknefs and lowlinefs, with refigna-

tion and patient love, would no more qualify him for the

fruition of GOD, than a clear voice, or a fine complexion.

Nay, it would rather procure him a hotter place in ever-

lafting burnings.

3. Secondly, though I had the gift ofprophecy, of fore-

telling thofe future events which no creature can forefee ;

and though I under/land all the myfteries of nature, of Pro-

vidence, and of the word of GOD ; and all knowledge of

things divine or human, that any mortal ever attained to :

though I could explain the moft myfterious paffages of

'Daniel, of Ezekiel, and the Revelation : yet if I have not hu-

mility, gentlenefs and refignation, I am nothing in the fight

of GOD.
A little before the conclufion of the late war in Flanders,

©ne who came from thence, gave' us a very ftrange relation.

1 knew not what judgment to form of this ; but waited till

John Haim mould come over, of whofe veracity I could no

more doubt, than of his understanding. The account he

gave was this. " Jonathan Pyrah was a member of our fo-

ciety in Flanders. I knew him fome years, and knew him
Vol. II. Tt to
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to be a man of an unblameable character. One day be was

fummoned to appear before the board of general officers.

One of them faid, What is this which we hear of you ? We
hear you are turned prophet, and that, you foretel the down-

fal of the bloody houfe of Bourbon, and the haughty houfe

of Aujlria. We fhould be glad, if you were a real prophet,

and if your prophecies came true. But what fign do you give,

to convince us- that you are fo ? and that your predictions

will come to pafs ? He readily anfwered, " Gentlemen, I

.

give you a fign. To-morrow at twelve o'clock, you fhall

have fuch a ftorm of thunder and lightning, as you never

had before fince you came into Flanders. I give you a fe-

cond fign : as little as any of you expect any fuch thing,- as

little appearance of it as there is now, you fhall have 'a' gene-

ral engagement with the French within three days. I give

you a third fign: I fhall be ordered toadvance in the fir ft line.

If I am a falfe prophet, I fhall be fhot dead, at the very fir ft

difcharge. But if I am a true prophet, I fhall qnly receive

a mufket-bail in the calf of my left leg.*' At twelve the next

day there was fuch thunder and lightning as they never had

before in Flanders. On the third day, contrary to all ex-

pectation, was the general battle of Fontenoy. He was or-

dered to advance in the firft line. And at the very fir ft dif-

charge, he did receive a mufket-ball in the c»M of his left

4. And yet all this profited him nothing, either for tem-

poral or eternal happinefs. When the war was over, he

returned to England ; but the (lory was got before him : in
#

confequenceof which he was fent for by thecountefs of 67-

—

j,

and feveral other perfons of quality, who were defirous to re-

ceive fo furprifing an account from his own mouth. He
could not bear fuch honour. It quite turned his brain. In

a little time he ran ftark mad : and fo he continues to this

day, living ftill, as I apprehend, on Webfey-Moorfide within

a few miles of Leeds.

5. And what would it profit a man to have all knowledge,

even that which is infinitely preferable to all other, the know-

ledge of the holy fcripture ? I knew a young man, about

twenty
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twenty years ago, who was fo thoroughly acquainted with

the Bible, that if he was queflioned concerning any Hebrew

word in the Old, or any Greek word in the New Tellament,

he would tell, after a little paufe, not only how often the

one or the other occurred in the Bible, but alfo what it

meant in every place. His name was * Thomas Waljh. Such

a matter of biblic knowledge 1 never faw before, and never

expect, to fee again. Yet if with all his knowledge he had

been void of love, if he had been proud; pailionate or im-

patient, he and all hi* knowledge would have perifhed toge-

ther, as fure as ever he was born,

6. And though I have all faith, fo that I could remove

mountains—The. faith which is able to do this, cannot be

the fruit of vain imagination, a mere madman's dream, a

fyfiern of opinions ; but muff be a real work of GOD.
Otherwife it could not- have fuch an effipft. Yet if this

faith does not work by love, if it does not produce univer-

sal holinefs, if it does not bring forth lowlinefs, meeknefs

and refignation, it will profit me nothing. This is as cer-

tain a truth. as any that is delivered in the whole oracles of

GOD. All faith that is, that ever was, or ever can be,

feparate from tender benevolence to every child of man,

friend or foe, Chriflian, Jew, Heretic or Pagan
;
feparate

from gentlenefs to all men ;
feparate from refignation in all

events, and Contentednefs in all conditions: is not the faith

of a Chriflian, and will fland us in no (lead before the face

of GOD.
7. Hear ye this, All you that are called Methodifls.

You of all men living are mod concerned herein. You
conftantly fpeak of falvation by faith: and you are in the

right for fo doing. You maintain, one and all, that a man
is juftified by faith, without the works of

. the law. And
you cannot do otherwife, without giving up the Bible, and
betraying your own fouls. You infill upon it, that we are

faved by faith; and undoubtedly fo we are. But confider

mean time, that let us have ever fo much faith, and be our

faith ever fo flrong, it will never lave us from hell, unlefs

y His journal, written by kimfelf, is extant.

it
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it now fave us from all unholy tempers; from pride, paffion,

impatience; from all arrogance of fpirit, all haughtinefs

and overbearing: from wrath, anger, bitternefs: from dif-

conient, murmuring, fretfulnefs, peevimnefs. We are of

all men molt inexcufable, if having been fo frequently

guarded againft that ftrong delufion, we ftill, while we in-

dulge any of thefe tempers, blefs. ourfelves, and dream we
are in the way to heaven!

8-. Fourthly, • Although Igive all my goods tofeed the poor,

though I divide aH my real, and all my perfona) eftate into

fmall portions, (fo the original word properly fignifles,) and

diligently bellow it on thofe who, I have reafon to believe,

are the moft. proper objects : yet if. I am proud, paffionate,

or difcontented ; if I give way to any of thefe tempers

;

whatever good 1 may do to others, I do none to my own
foul. O how pitiable a cafe is this ! Who would not grieve,

that thefe beneficent men fhould lofe all their labour ! It is

true, many of them have a reward in this world, if not be-

fore, yet after their death. They have coftly and pompous

funerals. They have marble monuments of the moft ex-

quifite workmanfliip. They have epitaphs, wrote in the moft

elegant (train, which extol their virtues to the fkies. Per-

haps they have yearly orations fpoken over them, to tranfmit

their memory to all generations. So have many founders of

religious houfes, of colleges, alms-houfes, and moft charit-

able inftitutions. And it is an allowed rule, that none can

exceed in the praife of the founder of his houfe, college or

hofpital. But ftill what a poor reward is this! will it add

to their comfort or to their mifery, fuppofe (which muft be

the cafe, if they did not die in faith) that they are in the

hands of the devil and his angels ! What infults, what cut-

ting reproaches would thefe things occafion, from their in-

fernal companions ! O that they were wife ! that all thofe

who are zealous of good works, would put them in their

proper place ! would not imagine, they can fupply the want

of holy tempers ; but take care, that they may fpring from

them !

9. How
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o. How exceeding flrange muft this found in the ears of

inoft of thofe who are, by the courtefy of their country,

called chriftians! But ftranger ftill is that alfertion of the

apoftle, which comes in the laft place: Although I give my

body to be burned, and have not love, it projiteth me nothing.

Although, rather than deny the faith, raiher than commit

a known (in, or omit a known duty, I voluntarily fubmit

to a cruel death, deliver up my body to be burned: yet, if

I am under the power of pride, or anger, or fietfuhiefs,

it projiteth me nothing.

10. Perhaps this mav be illufirated by an example. We
liave a remarkable account in the trafts of Dr. Geddes (a

civilian) who was Envoy from queen Ann to the court of

Portugal, in the latter end of her leign. He was prefen t at

one of thofe auto de Je's %
of faith,) wherein the Ro-

man inquifitors burn heretics alive. One of the. perfons

who was then brought out for execution, having been con-

fined in the dungeons of the inquifition, had not feen the

fun for many years. It proved a bright, fun-fhiny dav.

Looking up, he cried < ut in furprife, " O how can any

one who fees that glorious luminary, worfhip any but the

GOD that made it !" A friar Handing by, ordered them to

run an iron gag through his lips, that he might fpeak no

more. Now what did that poor man feel within, when

this order was executed? If he faid in his heart, though

he could not utter it with his hps, Father, Jorgive them; Jor

they know not what they do, undoubtedly the angels of GOD
were ready to carry his foul into Abraham's bofom. But

if inftead of this, he cherilhed the refentment in his heart,

which he could not exprefs with his tongue, although his

body was confumed by the flames, I will not fay his foul

went to paradife.

11. The fum of all that has been obferved, is this:

Whatever I fpeak, whatever I know, whatever I believe,

whatever I do, whatever I fuffer: if I have not the faith

that worketh by love, that produces love to GOD and all

mankind, I am not in the narrow way which leadeth to

life; but in the broad road that leadeth to deftru&ion. In

other
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other words: whatever eloquence I have, whatever natural

or fupernatural knowledge; whatever faith I have receive^

from GOD: whatever works I do, whether of piety or

mercy: whatever fufferings I undergo for conference' fake,

even though I refill unto blood: all thefe things put toge.

ther, however applauded of men, will avail nothing before

GOD, unlefs I am meek and lowly in heart, and can fay

in all things, Not as I will, but as thou zuili.

12. We conclude from the whole, (and it can never be

too much inculcated, becaufe all the world votes on the

Other fide,) That true religion,, in the very effence of it, is

nothing fhort of holy tempers. Confequently all other re*

ligion, whatever name it bears, whether Pagan, Mahome-
tan, Jewifh or Chriftian: whether Popifh or Proteftant,

Lutheran or Reformed; without thefe, is lighter than va-

nity itfelf.

13. Let every man therefore that has a foul to be faved,

(ee that he fecure this one point. With all his eloquence,

his knowledge, his faith, works and fufferings, let him hold

fait this one thing needful. He that through the power of

faith, endureth to the end in humble, gentle, patient love;

he and he alone mail, through the merits of Chrift, inherit

the kingdom preparedfrom thefoundation of the world*

London, O&ober 15, 1784.

An EXTRACT

Of the Rev d
. Mr. JOHN WESLEY's Journal,

From Auguft 12th, 1738, to November ift, 1739.

[Continued from page 286.]

THURSDAY 25. While I was preaching at Newgate

on thefe words, He that helieveth hath etierlafling life;

I waB infenfibly led, without any previous defign, to declare

Itrongly
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ftrongly and explicitly, that GOD willetk all men to be thus

faved; and to pray that " if this were not the truth of

44 GOD, he would not fuffer the blind to go oUt of the

u way; but if it were, he would bear witnefs to hrs word."

Immediately one, and another, and another funk to the

earth: they dropped on every fide as thunder flruck. One

of them cried aloud. We befought GOD in her behalf,

and he turned her heavinefs into joy. A fecond being in

the fame agony, we called upon GOD for her alio ; and

he fpoke peace unto her foul. In the evening, I was again

preft in fpirit to declare, that Chrilt gave himfelf a ranfom

for all. And almoft before we called upon him, to fet to

his feal, he anfwered: one was fo wounded by the fword

of the fpiritj that you would have imagined me could not

live a moment. But immediately his abundant kindnefs

was fhewcd, and (he loudly fang of his righteoufnefs.

Friday 26. All Newgate rang with the cries ot thofe

whom the word of GOD cut to the heart. Two of whom
were in a moment filled with joy, to the afionifhment of

thofe that beheld them.

Sunday 28. I declared thefree grace of GOD to about

4000 people, from thofe words, He that/pared not his own

Son, but delivered him upfor us all, how fall he not with

Mm alfo freely give us all things? At that hour it was,

that one who had long continued in fin, from a defpair of

finding mercy, received a full, clear fenfe of his pardoning

love, and power to fin no more. I then went to Clifton

(a mile from Brifol) at the miniftcr's defire, who was dan-

gcroufly ill, and thence retained to a little plain, near

Hannam-mount, where about 3000 were prefent. After

dinner I went to Clifton again. The church was quite full

at the prayers and fermon, as was the church-yard at the

bttrial that followed. From Clifton we went to Rof -green,

where were (by computation) near 7000/ and thence to

Gloucefer-lane fociety. After which was our firfl love-fea'l

in Bildwin-jlreet. O how has GOD renewed my firengtli!

Who ufed ten years ago to be fo faint and weary, wiib,

preaching twice in one day!

Monday 29.
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Monday 29. We underflood that many were offended at

the cries of thofe on whom the power of GOD came:

among whom was a phyfician, who was much afraid, there

might be fraud or impofture in the cafe. To-day one whom
he had known many years, was the firft (while I was preach-

ing in Newgate) who broke out intoJlrong cries and tears*

He could hardly believe his own eyes and ears. He went
and flood clofe to her, and obferved every fymptom, till

great drops of fweat rari down her face, and all her bones

mook. He then knew not what to think, being clearly

convinced, it was not fraud, nor yet any natural diforder.

But when both her foul and body were healed in a mo-
ment, he acknowledged the finger of GOD.

Tuefday, May 1. Many were offended again, and indeed,

much more than before. For at Baldwin -flreet my voice

could fcarce be heard, amidft the groahings of fome, and

the cries of others, calling aloud to him that is mighty td

favc* I defired all that were fincere of heart, to befeech

with me the Prince exaltedfor us, that he would proclaim

deliverance to the captives. And he. foon fhewed that he

heard our voice. Many of thofe who had been long in

darknefs, faw the dawn of a great light: and ten perfons

(I afterwards found) then began to fay in faith, My Lord

and my GOD!
A Quaker, who Hood by, was not a little difpleafed at the

dijjimulation of thsfe creatures, and was biting his lips and

knitting his brows, when he dropped down as thunder-

flruck. The agony he was in, was even terrible to be-

hold. We befought GOD, not to lay folly to his charge.

And he foon lifted up his head and cried aloud, " Now
I know, thou art a prophet of the Lord."

Wednefuay 2. At Newgate, another mourner was com.

foiled. I was defired to ftep thence to a neighbouring

houfe to fee a letter wrote again ft me, as a deceiver of

the people, by teaching that GOD willeth all men to befa-

ved. One who long had afferted the contrary was there,

when a young woman came in (who could fay before, " I

know that my Redeemer liveth") all in tears and in deep

anguiflt
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anguifh of fpirit. She faid, " fhe had been reafoning with

herfelf, how thefe things could be, till fhe was perplexed

more and more, and fhe now found the Spirit of GOD was

departed from her." We began to pray, and fhe cried

out, " he is come! he is come! I again rejoice in GOD
my Saviour.

5
' Juft as we rofe from giving thanks, another

perfon reeled four or five fteps, and then dropped down.

We prayed with her, and left her ftrongly convinced oi fin,

and earnellly groaning for deliverance.

I did not mention one jf
—n H—n, a weaver, who was

at Baldwin-Jlreet the night before. He was (I underftood)

a man of a regular life and converfation, one that conftant-

ly attended the public prayers and facrament, and was zeal-

ous for the church, and againft diflenters of every denomina-

tion. Being informed that peoplefell intoJlrange jits at tha

Jbcieties, he came to fee and judge for himfelf. But he was

lefs fatisfied than before ; infornuch that he went about to his

acquaintance one after another, till one in the morning, and

laboured above meafure to convince them " it was a delufion

of the devil." We were going home, when one met us in

the ftreet and informed us, " J—n H—was fallen raving

mad." It feems he had fet down to dinner, but had a mind

firft to end a fermon he had borrowed on '* Salvation by

faith." In reading the laft page, he changed colour, fell off

his chair, and began fcreaming terribly and beating himfelf

againft the ground. The neighbours were alarmed and flock-

ed together to the houfe. Between one and two I came in,

and found him on the floor, the room being full of people,

whom his wife would have kept without ; but he cried aloud,

" No ; let them all come, let all the world fee the juft judg-

ment of GOD." Two or three men were holding him as

well as they could. He immediately fixed his eyes upon me,

and flretching out his hand, cried, " Ay, this is he, who I

" faid was a deceiver of the people. But GOD has overtaken

" me. I faid it was all a delufion. But this is no delufion,"

He then roared out, " O thou devil! thou curfed devil ! Yea,

thou legion of devils ! thou canft not flay. Chrift will caft

thee out. 1 know his work is begun. Tear me to pieces,

Vol. II. Uu if
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thou wilt : but thou canft not hurt me." He then beat him*

felf agaiuit the ground again ; his breaft heaving at the fame

time, as in the pangs of death, and great drops of fweat

trickling down his face. We all betook ourfelves to praver.

His pangs ceafed, and both his body and foul were fet at li-

berty.

Thence I went to Baptifi Mills, and declared him whom
GOD hath exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give re-

pentance unto Ifrael' and re-mifjion offins. Returning to J—n

H— , we found his voice was loft, and his body weak as that

of an infant. But his foul was in peace, full of love, and

rejoicing in hope of the glory of GOD.
The women of our focietv met at feven. During our

prayer, one of them fell into a violent agony ; but foon after

began to cry out with confidence, My Lord, and my GOD-J

Sat. 5. I preached at the defire of an unknown correfpondent,

on thofe excellent words, (if well undei flood, as recommend-

ing faith, refignation, patience, meeknefs) Beftill
t
and know

that I am GOD.
Sunday 6. I preached in the morning, to 5 or 6000 peo-

ple, on, Except ye. be converted and become as little children^

ye cannot enter into the kingdom of Heaven. (The fame

words on which I preached the next day, and on Wed. at

Baptifi- Mills.) On Hannam-Mount I preached to about three

thoufand, on, The fcripture 'hath concluded all under fin : At

two at Clifton church, on Chrift our ziifdom, righteoufncfs,

fanclification, and redemption ; and about five, at Rofe-Green

on the Promife by faith of Jefus Chrifi which is given to them

that believe.

Monday 7. I was preparing to fet out for Pensfiord, hav-

ing now had leave to preach in the church, when 1 received

the following note:

Sir, Our minifer, having been informed you are befdc

yourff, does not care youfwuldpreach in any of his church-

es.— I went however, and on Priefl-Down, about half a

mile from P nsford, preached Chrift our wifdom, rightccif

nefs, ft micreation and redemption.

Tufdav 8. I went to Bath, but was not fuffered to be in

the meadow where I was before ; which occafioned the offer

. of
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of a much more convenient place; where I preached Chrift

to about 1000 fouls.

Wednefday 9. We took poffeffion of a piece cf ground,

near St. Jam ss church-yard, in the Horfe-Fair, where it

was defigned to build a room, large enough to contain both

the focieties of Nicholas and Baldwin-jlrat, and fuch of their

acquaintance as might defire to be prefent with them, at fuch

times as the fcripture was expounded. And on Sat. 12, the

firft ftone was laid, with the voice of praife and thankfgiying.

I had not at firft the leaft apprehenfion or defign* of be-

ing pcrfonally engaged, either in the expence of this work,

or in the direction of it : having appointed eleven feoffees,

on whom I fuppofed thefe burthens would fall of courfe.

But I quickly found my miflake ; firft with regard to the

expence : for the whole undertaking muft have flood fti.it,

had not I immediately taken upon my felt' the payment of all

the workmen ; fo that before I knew where I was, I had

contracted a debt of more than an hundred and .fifty pounds.

And this I was to difcharge how I could; the fubferiptions

of both focieties not amounting to one quarter of the fum.

And as to the direction of the work, 1 prefently received

letters from my friends in London, Mr. Whitejidd in parti-

cular, backed with a meffage by one juft come from thence,

that neither he nor they would have any thing to do with

the building, neither contribute any thing towards it, unlefs

I would inilantly difcharge all feoffees, and do every thing

in my own name. Many reafons they gave for this ; but

one was enough, viz. " That fuch feoffees always would have
" it in their power to controul me, and if I preached not

" as they liked, to turn me out of the room I had built."

I accordingly yielded to their advice, and calling all the feoffees

together, cancelled (no man oppofing) the inflrument made
betore, and took the whole management into my own hands.

Money, it is true, I had not, nor any human profpecf or

probability of procuring it. But I knew the earth is the

Lord's and thefulnejs thereof, and in his name fet out, no-

thing doubting.

[Continued at page 390.]
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The Reverend JOHN FLETCHER.

[Continuedfrom page 296.]

rT^O give you a clear view of this, I need only tran-

JL fcribe part of a letter, which (he wrote to me,

May 23. 17-57:

" My deareft friend,

The Lord has been indeed merciful, above all we can

afk or think. I found a greater bleffing the laft time I was

with you than ever. I am more enabled to prayer, and

to an earneft feeking after .holinefs. But what moft ftirs

me up is, I feem to hear the Lord calling upon me, " De-

part ye, depart ye: go ye out thence: touch not the unclean

thing: he ye clean, that bear the vejfels of the Lord." For

ibme time thefe words have been much in my mind, with

both pleafure and profit. But within this day or two, the

Lord has more clearly {hewn me the way wherein I ought

to walk. He feems to call me out to more aclivenefs;

fo that I am ready to cry out, < what wouldft thou have me
to do?' Then I confider, can I do any more for the fouls

or bodies of the poor about me? But this does not feem

to be the thing. What I am now led to wifh for is, by the

grace of GOD, to be wholly given up to the church. I

plainly fee, I have no more to do with the world, than to

allow myfelf the necefiaries of life. And though it has

plea fed GOD that I have no need to work for my living,

vet furely that is no reafon my hand mould be idle. I

would be like thofe defcribed, 1 Tim. v. 10. To bring up

children, to lodge frangers, to be ready to do the meaneft

offices for the faints: to relieve the affliBcd, tovifit thefa-

therlefs and widow, and diligently to follow every good work.

O prav for me that the Lord may Ihorten his work in mc,

an i quickly malfe an end of On! O that he would fay to

my foul, thou art allfdifJ
my love! There is no fpot in thee.

O whea
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O when {hall I be wholly given up, both body and foul,

to him who gave himfelf for me!"
r< I admired the fpirit of this letter; but little expected

to fee thefe good defires brought fo fully into practice, as

they were in a few years after. And this may fuffice as a

clear proof, that GOD fulfils the defires of them that fear

him ;
yea, and fhews them the path, wherein he would

have them to walk. That her light given before was not

delufive, is plain; as it is well known, how many years fhe

has brought up children, lodged flr.angers, relieved the af-

flicted, and diligently followed every good work.

" With regard to the dear faint, that is now fwallowed

»p in his beloved employment, praife and adoration, it is

eight or nine and twenty years, fince I was firft favoured

with his heavenly converfation in company with Mr. Waljh

and a few other friends, molt of whom are now in the

world of fpirits. At thefe feafons, how frequently did we

feel,

" The overwhelming power of faving grace
!"

How frequently were we filenced thereby, while tears of

love our eyes o'erfiowed ! It fweetly affects my foul, while

I recollect the humility, fervor of fpirit and ftrength of

faith, with which dear Mr. Fletcher fo often poured out

his foul before the Great Three One, at whofe feet we have

lain in holy fhame and divine filence, till it feemed earth

was turned to heaven! With what delight does my foul

recall thofe precious moments ! Yet a little while, and we
fhall all magnify his name together.

" This heavenly-minded fervant of the Lord refembled

him likewife in his love to precious fouls. I heard him

preach his firft fermon at Weft-ftreet chapel. I think his

text was, Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.

His fpirit appeared in his whole attitude and action, though

he could not well find words in the Englifi language to

exprefs himfelf: but he fupplied that defect, by offering up

prayers, tears, and fighs abundantly. Nearly about this

time he faw Mifs Bofanquet, and began his acquaintance

with her. But although they had a particular efteem for

each



34* THE LIFE AND DEATH OF

each other, yet they had no correfpondenee for above twerw

ty years. It was not till the yearly conference drew near,

in July 1781, that he paid her a vifit at her own houfe

near Leeds. They had much converfation together, and

pq^n'trafted an intimate acquaintance. After a few davs,

}A\k Bofanquet afked Mr. Wejleys advice, concerning Mr.

Fletcher's propofal, who approved it entirely, being pcr-

fuaded, it would be much to the glory of GOD. He fpent

much of his time at Crofs-kall, Mifs Bofanquet\ houfe, till

the following January. His general converfation was praif-

5ng GOD, and fpeaking of the love of our dear Redeem-

er. He took opportunities likewife of fpeaking to every

one in the family, concerning the ftate of their fouls, and

giving them from time to time fuch directions as were Tun-

able thereto. At other times, he met us all together, and

gave us proper exhortations and directions. Our daily

meals were as a facrament. When he drank to any one,

it was, " heavenly health," or " the cup of falvation." At,

or after the meal, he generally begun, or called us to be-

gin that verfe,

" Still, O my foul, prolong

The never-ceafmg fong !

Chrifl my theme, my hope, my joy,

His be all my happy days !

Praife my every hour employ:

Every breath be fpent in praife!"

After dinner he often fung feveral verfes of the hymn cal-

led primitive chriftianity : particularly thofe lines,

" O that my Lord would count me meet,

To walh his dear difciples' feet
!"

Sometimes he read many of thofe verfes with tears ftream-

ing down his face. Thus did he walk with GOD, filled

with the fpirit of his beloved Lord: confirming his love

to ail the family, and caring both for their fpiritual and

temporal concerns.
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11 My foul was much affecled. when he afked each of us,

inafweet, humble manner, Can you give me your friend?

to think of parting was indeed grievous o us al!. -Yet we

did not dare to withhold her from him : as we all believed

the union was of GOD, and would be to their prefent and

eternal benefit. The fir ft fermon which he preached in Leeds,

on the Sunday morning before the conference, will never be

forgotten by any that heard it, who defne to be perfect in

love. He preached in many places while in Yorkfliire, and

. to numerous congregations. 1 have heard of many who were

greatly ble ft thereby : fome convinced, others fet at liberty.

And whenever he either preached or converfed, the comforts

of the Holy Ghoft were multiplied.

" Monday, November 12, Was the day appointed for the

outward uniting of thofe, whofe hearts were before united

by the Holy Spirit. In the morning feveral friends met to-

gether on this folemn occafion : who can all, as well as I,

truly fay, I have been at one Chriftian wedding. Jefus was

invited, and truly he was at our Cana. We reached CroJs~

hall before family pra)ers : Mr. Fletcher was drelTed in his

canonicals : and after giving out one of Mr. Wtfley's marri-

age hymns, he read the feventh, eighth and ninth verfes of

the nineteenth chapter of the Revelation : and fpoke from

them in fuch a manner, as greatly tended to fpiritualize the

folemnities of the day. He faid, 11 We invite you to our

wedding : but the Holy Ghoft here invites you to the mar-

riage of the Lamb. The bride, the Lamb's wife, has made

herfelf ready. This bride confifts of the whole church tri-

umphant and militant united together. Ye may all be the

bride, and Jefus will condefcend to be the bridegroom.

Make yourfelf ready by being f iled wi;h the Spirit.
:> He

was very folemn in prayer, and laid, '"Lord, thou knoweft,

we would not take this ftep, if we had not eternity in view,

and if we were not as willing to be carried into the church-

yard, as to go into the church." At breakfafl: he reminded

us, the poftilions are now ready to carrv us to the church,

in order to fee our nuptials folemnized ; but death will focn

be here, to tranfport us to the marriage of the Lamb.
" On
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" On the way to the church [Batley church, which waS

near two miles off] he fpoke much of the myftery which is

couched under marriage, namely the union between Chriffc

and his church. " The firft Adam, faid he, received his

wife from his fide i our heavenly Adam purchafed his bride

by a fountain opened in his pierced fide." They were mar-
ried in the face of the congregation ; the doors were open-

ed, and every one came in that would. We then returned

home^ and fpent a confiderable time in finging and prayer.

We were near twenty of us* I then prefented Mrs. Fletch-

er with fome wedding hymns. She looked them over, and

gave them to Mr. Fletcher. He read the fcripture at the

top, namely, Flu/bands love your wives : and added, As Chrijl

loved the church. Then turning to us, he faid, My GOD,
what a tafk ! help me, my friends, by your prayers to ful-

fil it. As Chnft loved the church ! He laid afide his glory

for her! he fubmitted to be born into our woild ; to be

clothed with a human body, fubject to all our finlefs infirmi-

ties. He endured Thame, contempt, pain, yea, death itjelf

for his church ! O my GOD, none is able to fulfil this tafk

without thine almighty aid. Help me, O my GOD ! Pray

for me, O my friends

!

" He next read, IVrues, fuhnit yourfdves to your cwn

hujbands. Mrs. Fletcher added, As unto the Lor d. Well,

my dear, returned Mr. Fletcher, Only in the Lord. And
if ever I wifh you to do any thing otherwife, refift me with

all your might. From dinner, which was a fpiritual mealj

as well as a natural one, until tea-time, our time was fpent

chiefly in fervent prayer or finging. After finging the cove-

nant hymn, Mr. Fletcher went to Mrs. Fletcher and faid to

her, " Well, my deareft friend, will you join with me in

joining ourfelves in a perpetual covenant to the Lord ?. Will

you with me ferve him in his members ? Will you help me
to bring fouls to the bleffed Redeemer ? and in every pofii-

ble way this day, lay yourfelf under the ilrongcll ties you

can, to help me to glorify my gracious Lord ?" She anfwer-

ed, like one that knew wherein her ltrength lay, '* May my
" GOD help me fu to do !"

" In
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" In the evening Mr. Valton preached in the hall from

thofe moft fuitable words, What JJiall I render unto the Lord

all his benefits ? I will take the cup offalvation, and call

upon the name of the Lord. His words did not fall to the

ground: many were greatly, refrefhed. After preaching, there

was a fweet conteft among us : every one thought, I in par-

ticular owe the greateft debt of praife : till we jointly agreed

to fing,

.

-
' * i

?<
I'll praife my Maker, while I've breath,

And when my voice is loft in death,

Praife mall employ my nobler powers :

My days of praife fhall ne'er be paff,

While life, or thought, or being laft,

Or immortality endures."

" On the Wednefday following the felecl fociety met

:

and it was a precious feafon. Among other things Mr. Fletch-

er faid, " Some of you perhaps may be a little furprized at

the ftep my deareft friend and I have taken. But I allure

you, it was the refult of much prayer and mature delibera-

tion. Five and twenty years ago, when I firft faw my dear

wife, I thought, if I ever married, fhe mould be the perfon*

But (he was too rich for me ro think of. So I banilhed eve-

ry thought of the kind. For many years after, I had a

diftafte to a married life, thinking it impoflible to be as-much

devoted to GOD in a married as in a fingle life. But this

objection was removed, by reading Enoch begat fins and

daughters. And Enoch walked with GOD, and was not

:

for GOD took him. I then faw, if Enoch at the head of a

family might walk with GOD, and be fit for tranflation ; our

fouls under the gofpel-difpenfation might attain the higheft

degree of holinefs in a fimilar flate, if too great an attach-

ment leading the foulfrom GOD, rather than to him did

not take place : inftead of that, which mould be a means of

increafing its union with Jefus. Yet ftill many obftacles

flood in the way : but at length they were all removed. Eve-

ry mountain became a plain, and we are both well allured,
,

that the ftep we took had the full approbation of GOD."
Vol. II. X x " On
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" On January 2, 1782, we had a very folemn parting

But in the midft ot all the forrow which we felt, there was

a fweet afTurance that we fhould meet again, not only in this

world, but

" Where death mail all be done away,

And bodies part no more."

" To repeat all the precious fayings of this fervaht of

GOD, would require many volumes : for his mouth was al-

ways opened with wifdom, tending to minifter grace to the

hearers. My earneft prayer is, that the fpirit of faith and

love, and heavenly wifdom, may reft upon you a!fo, and

guide you in all your extenfive labours, till they are fwal-

lowed up in eternal reft. I remain, Rev. Sir,

Your unworthy child and fervant,

s. c;>

4. I cannot help fubjoining a reflexion here, which at

that time affected me much. Although I could in no wife

condemn this marriage, yet on one account it gave me pain.

When I was young, I was exceedingly affecled with a rela-

tion in Mr. Herbert's life-—an account of Mr; Farrar's

family, at Little Giddings, in Huntingdon-Jldre : I longed to

fee fuch another family in any part of the three kingdoms.

At length I had my defire : I did fee exactly fuch another

family : I faw a family full as much devoted to GOD : full

as regular in all their exercifes of devotion, and at leaft as

exemplary in every branch of Chriftian holinefs. This I faw,

by the peculiar Providence of GOD, fettled at Layton-Stone.

O that it had continued there ! The removal of it into York-

Jhire I did not advife or approve of. However, I rejoiced

to fee it fettled fomewhere : namely at Crofs-hally
near Leeds,

Again I did all that was in my power, to perpetuate this glo-

rious inftitution. It was now totally diffolved : and yet by

a means which I did not dare to oppofe ! 0 GOD, how un-

fearchakle are thy judgments; and thy ways paftfnding out!

CHAP,
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CHAP. VIII.

From his marriage till the beginning of his lajl illnefs.

$. T^ROM the time of his fettling at Madeley with Mrs.

X Fletcher, he had no return of his confumptive dif-

prder. On the contrary, by the blefiing of GOD on her

peculiar care and tendernefs, not only his health was con-

firmed, but his ftrength reftored as in the days of his youth.

In the mean time he took care to employ all his returning

itrength in the work of faith and the labour of love: more

particularly in. that which he had always found to be one

of the moil difficult parts of his duty. There are in this

parifli, through the lenity of the magiftrates, no lefs than:

eight public houfes. Thefe are well known to have been

continual nurferiesof fin, particularly on Sunday evenings. It

had been for many years his unwearied endeavour to put an end

to thefe abufes. Yet as he very feldom had a churchwarden who>

was heartily willing to fecond him therein, hisendeavours were

almoit inefleclual, producing very little fruit. But for two

years GOD was now pleafed to favour him with a church-

warden, who was refolved to aft according to his oath: he

then cheerfully renewed his endeavours, vifning feveral of

thefe houfes every Sunday (all of them in their turn). In

every one he bore a faithful teftimony. And in fome it has

been attended with much good. O that no one of thofe

who have been at any time within the reach of his voice,

may finally inherit that curfe, Behold, ye defpijers, and ifai-

der, and perijh A

2. For many years he had felt, with the deepeft fenfibi-

lity, the difconfolate condition of poor uninftru&ed children :

and fome years ago he began a fchool, wherein he taught

them himfelf every day. After purfuing this method for

fome time, he ere6ted a fchool in Madefy-wood. But af-

terward his thoughts were much employed concerning the

Sunday-fchools: efpecially fince they were recommended to

him in a letter from Mrs. Derby, a perfon whom he always

found ready to promote every good work. He then earn-

euly
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eftly fet about promoting them in his own pari/h. Three;

hundred children were foon gathered together, whom he

took every opportunity of inftruclirig by regular meetings,

for fome time before the fchools were, opened. Thefe

meetings he attended with the utmoft diligence to the vet-

ry Thurfday before his illnefs. In order to encourage the

children, his method was to give them little hymn-books,

pointing them to fome friend or neighbour, who would

teach them the hymns, and inftrucl them to fing. The lit-

tle creatures were greatly taken with this new employment

:

infomuch that many of them would fcarce allow themfelves

time to eat or deep, for the defire they had of learning

their lefTbns. At, every meeting, after enquiring who had

made the greateft proficiency, he diftinguifhed them by fome

little reward.

3. In the inftrucling of children, one great difficulty is,

to draw and fix their attention. He had a lingular gift for

<loing this, by making advantage of any incident that offered.

One day, while he had a confiderable number of children

before him in the preaching-boufe, as he was perfuading

them to mind what they were about, and to remember the

text which he was going to mention, juft then a robin

flew into the houfe, and their eyes were prefently turned

after him. " Now," faid he, '* I fee you .can attend to

that robin. Well, I will take that robin for my text.".

He then gave them an ufeful lecture on the harmlefsnefs of

that little creature and the tender care of it's Creator.

4. When he obferved that the number of children, in-

ftead of falling off", as was expecled, increafed continually,

he wrote fome propefals to the pariih, which were receiv-

ed with the greateft unanimity. Many of the rich as well

as the trading people, lent their helping hand, not only to

defray the expence of teachers, but alfo to raife a conve-

nient houfe in Coalbr00k- dale, for the inftruclio'n of the

ir imerous children that were on that fide of the parifh.

[Continued at Page 391.]
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TUESDAY, November 23. Preached at Winchejier, to a

ftupid kind of people, in an unfinished boufe ; and

while the rain beat in upon me, many people looked and

wondered at the ftranger. However, I delivered my ratffago

with fome energy, and then rode 3 miles to Richard Owen's,

where the Lord enabled me to preach to a great Dumber of

people, with power.

Wednefday 24. We rode about 20 miles to my old friend

fojhua Owen's, and found a very agreeable houfe and fami-

ly. The old man is an Ifraelite indeed. He,was once a

ferious church-man who fought for the truth ; and now
GOD has revealed it to him. The Lord has alio begun to

blefs his family. He has one fon a preacher, and the reft of

his children are very thoughtful. Though is was a very

rainy day, there were many people, and my heart was great-

ly enlarged towards them in preaching.

Thurfday 25. The congregation was alfo large at Mi . Mt -

ryman's, and the Lord was with me. But on .F, • lag . at

Mr. Euans's the congregation was final], and I was ajuch

ftraightened; The fame evening rode to town. Sa . :
°.

Preached at the Point, and do earned
ly

long to feel m\ h v.t

more given up to GOD.
Lord's day 30. It was a rainy day, but rode to the P >

and after preaching to a large congregation, returne

town and dined at William Moore's,, I preached in

both at 3, and at 6 o'clock.

Monday, December 1. Rode in company with

Rachel Hewlings, Mrs. Rogers, and the widow Wh
Nathan Perrigo's, and, with power from the Lord,

p

<?d to a large number of people. Then rode to V/
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£ynck's, to whom I was introduced by Mrs. Hezulings, and

had many to hear the word of truth.

Tucfday 2. Lodged to-night in a damp bed, and though

Iexpe&ed fome bad confequence, yet through mercy I receive

ed no injury. The next day, at Joppa, there were many
people from the country, and fome from the town.

Thurfday 4. Preached at Jofeph Pre/bury 's to many peo-

ple wlio could feel the word ; and with much power in my
own foul. Then rode 3 miles into the Neck, and had a fo-

lemn, heart-affecling time, while preaching. from Rev. ii. 11.

a paflage which, it feems, juft fuited their cafe : afterwards

returned to Jofeph Pre/bury's. Friday 5. After preaching,

Jofeph Dallam conducted me to his houfe, and treated me
with great kindnefs. Preached at his houfe, at 3- o'clock;

and on Saturday, at Mofes Browne 's, about 3 miles off.

Lord's day 7. Went about 5 miles to preach in our fir ft.

preaching-houfe. The houfe had no windows or doors : the

weather was very cold ; fo that my heart pitied the people

when I faw them fo expofed. Putting a handkerchief over

my head, I preached, and after an hour's intermiflion (the

people waiting all the time in the cold) preached again.

Monday 8. John King and I went about 5 miles to lodge;

and the next morning fet off for Bohemia, We palled

through Charlejlozvn, and dined at the head of Elk. We
lodged at Robert Thompfons, where I fpoke clofely to the

poor negroes, who took fome notice of what was faid.

Since I went from here Jaft, my travels have been, perhaps,

as much as 300 miles in about fix weeks. And, glory to

GOD, I have been favoured with inward peace and purity ;

and with zeal and power in my public exercifes. Rode to

Bird's tavern for my trunk and box of books ; and received

a letter from Mr. P—which furpafies every thing lever have

met with from a Methodift preacher. The Lord judge be-

tween him and me ! Then went to Solomon Herfey'n, and

after preaching with life and fieedom, to a few people, fpoke

to them, one by one, concerning the ftate of their fouls.

Tuefday
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Tuefday 9. I intended to have preached at George-town;

but in my way, found a large houfe belonging to a certain

Mr. Byard, in which Mr. Whittfidd had preached fome

years ago, to fome Hollanders, who were eminent for re-

ligion : but the old people are now dead. Then proceed-

ed on my way to George-town, and lodged at the houfe of

a Quaker. He treated me with great kindnefs; and appear-

ed to be an underftanding man. His wife was fomewhat

tender in religious converfation. In the evening the ne-

groes were collected, and I fpoke to them in exho-tation.

In the morning 3 or 4 white people alfo attended at pray-

er, to whom I fpoke about their fouls. The friend went

with me in the morning, and when I afked him what fa-

tisfa&ion he required, he told me, no more than what he

had received,

WednefJay 10. Preached to many people, rich and poor,

at John Kandle's, and at another place in the evening.

Friday 12. Went 12 miles into Kent county, and had

many great people to hear me. But before preaching, one

Mr. Read, a church-minifter, came to me and defired to

know who I was, and whether 1 was licenced I told him

who I was. He fpoke great fwelling words; and told me
he had authority over the people, and was charged with

the care of their fouls. He alfo told me, that I could not,

and fhould not, preach; and if I did, he would proceed

againft me according to law. I let him know, that I came

to preach, and preach I would; and farther afked him, if

he had authority to bind the confciences ot the people;

or if he was a juftice of the peace ; and told him, I thought

he had nothing to do with me. He charged me with ma-

king a fchifm. I told him, that I did not draw the peo-

ple from the church; and afked him, if his church was

then open? He told me that I hindered people fiom their

work; but I afked him, if fairs and horfe-races did not

hinder them ? And farther told him that I came to help him.

He faid, he had not hired me for an afliftant, and did not

want my help. I told him, if there were no fwearers or

IKher Tinners, he was fufficient. But, faid he, what did

i you
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you come for? I replied, to turn finners to GOD. He
faid, cannot I do that as well as you ? I told him that I had

authority from GOD. He then laughed at me and faid,

you are a fine fellow indeed! I told him, I did not do this

to invalidate his authority, and alfo.gave him to underftand

that I did rtot wifh to difpute with him. But he faid, he
had bufinefs with me, and came into the houfe in a great

rage. I began to preach, and urged the people to repent

and turn from all their tranfgreflions, fo iniquity fhould

not prove their ruin. After preaching, the parfon went
out "and told the people, they did wrong in coming to hear

me; and faid that I fyoke againft learning. Whereas, I

Only fpoke to this purpofe,—when a man turned from

all fin, he would adorn every character in life, both in

church and ftate. Then left him and preached at John
Handle's at feven o'clock.

Lord's day 14, Preached twice, with very little inter-

miffion, to ^arty people collected at a fchool-houfe near

Robert Thompfons ; and then rode to Solomon Herfeys, and

found it a comfortable time, while preaching at 6 o'clock.;

On Monday rode to Nezvca/lle, and preached to a large com-

pany. My foul has- lately been much bowed down.

Tuefddy 16. There were but few people attended preaching

at Mr. Stedhams ; and as the next day was wet, ftaid and

had a family- meeting. On Thurfday, went to Mr. Tuflhy's.

My mind has been much affecfed lately. May the Lord

fupport and teach me ! After preaching at Mr. Tujfeys, went

to hear a New Light, and found but little fa tisfacrion.

Lord's day 21. Though it rained much, yet many peo-

ple attended preaching at IJaac Herfey s. Then preached at

a place about five miles off; and rode thence to Newcajlle^

where many people attended at night. The Lord favoured

me with power, and my mind has been lately kept in peace.

Monday 22, fet out for Bohemia ; and though my body was

much fatigued with the ride, and my head ached violent-

lv, yet in the evening I enforced thefe words

—

Be diligent,

that ye may be found of him in peace, without fpoi> and

blamelefs; and endeavoured to fliew. them, that in juftifi-

cation,
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nation, we have peace; in fanctification we are without

Fpot ; and in perfect love we are blamelefs ; and then pro-

ceeded to (hew them, wherein we muft be diligent.

Tuefday 23. On my way to Sufquehannah, a perfon came

for me to vifit one Mrs. Thomas, who was dying with a

dropfy. Then proceeded to Jofiah Ddlains, ; and the next

clay fet off for Jofeph Prefburys, to attend our quarterly

meeting. Many people attended, and feveral friends came

many miles. -I preached from Acts xx. 28. Take heed

therefore unto your/elves, &c. After (hewing to whom the

charge was given, I proceeded to enforce the fubject thus,

I. Take heed to your fpirits.

II. Take heed to your practice.

III. Take heed to your doctrine.

IV. Take heed to the tlock.

1. Thofe that are under deep conviction.

2. Thofe that are true believers.

3. Thofe that are forely tempted.

4. Thofe that are groaning for full redemption.

5. Thofe that have backfliden.

Then urged the motives to this duty. We afterwards pro-

ceeded to our temporal bufinefs, and confidered the follow-

ing proportions.

1. What are our collections ? We found them fuSicient

to defray our expences 0

2. How are the preachers ftatione'd ? Brother Straw-

bridge and brother Owins in Frederick county. Brother

King, brother Wehfier and Ifaac Rawlins on the other fide

©f the bay ; and myfelf in Baltimore.

3. Shall we be ftrict in our fociety-meetings, and not

admit ftrangers ? Agreed.

4. Shall we drop preaching in the day time through the

week ? Not agreed to.

5. Will the people be contented without our adminiftring

the facrament ? John King was neuter ; brother Strawbridgt
plead much for the ordinances ; and fo did the people, who
appeared to be much biafed by him. I told them, I would
iaot agree to it at that time, and infilled on our abiding by

Vol. II. Yy our
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our rules. But Mr. Boardman had given them their way
at the quarterly meeting held here before, and I am oblig-

ed to connive at fbme things for the fake of peace.

6, Shall we make collections weekly, to pay the preach-

. ers' board and expences ? This was not agreed to. We theri

enquired into the moral characters of the preachers and ex-

horters, Only one exhorter was found any way doubtful j,

and we have great hopes of him. Brother Stt&wbridge re-

ceived £. 8 quarterage ; brother King and myfelf £.6
each. Great love fubfifted among us. in this meeting,

and we parted in much peace,

Then went to jojiah Dellanis, ; and on chrirlmas-day

'attended the church, and heard parfon Weft preach a plaia

ufeful fermon, which contained much truth ; and after-

wards received the facrament. Then rode 5 miles to Bvjii,

but as Mr. Strawbridge had net given public notice, few

people attended,- and the preaching was late. Perhaps Mr.

Strawbridge omitted to give public notice, that it might pre-

vent my going to church. The next day rode to Warntt

JPrefton's, where we had a large congregation, and a very

comfortable meeting. On the fame day, at the houfe 01

Henry Waters, N. W- s' fpoke with great care, but

with very little life or depth. He may improve and make

a ufeful preacher in time.

Lord's day 27. Rode to the widow Bond's, and preach-

ed twice, with very little intermiflion, to a great number of

people. Appointing a meeting in the evening, I had ail

opportunity of hearing Ifaac Rawlins exhort. His exhor-

tation was coarfe and loud enough, though with fome depth,

I gave him a little advice which he feemed willing to take.

Monday 28. Many people of various kinds attended at

A. Standford's. Preached afterwards at /. Moore 's in the

evening, and went thence to /. B—'s and met the clafs.

[Continued at page 401.]

LETTERS,
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L E T T E P. S, &c.

extracl ofa letter from John Kagerty, Elder of the

Methodifl Epifcopal Church in America, to Bifliop 'Asbu-

ry, dated Annapolis, Eebruary 17, 1789.

My very dear Brother,

YOUR kind letter by brother Chalmers was as a cordial

to my foul. I did expeel we fhould have a revival

among us when our houfe was removed, but the Lord has

prevented my expectation, and begun a molt glorious work

iucleed, at a time and in a manner I did not expect. Bro-

ther Chalmers brought the holy fire from Virginia with him.

He and brother Long took a little tour in the country, and

the flame broke out, and fuch a work is begun about brother

JFtems's, the fwamp, and about Abel Hill's, and all through

that part of the country, as was never known before in this

ftate. They returned on Monday, fan. 26, and that night

the work of powerful conviction began ; firft in brother

Longs family. All his children got awakened, and are now
convened to GOD. On the Wednefday following feme

were alarmed in the prayer-meeting. We had a watch-night

on Thurfday evening, and fome more got alarmed. But on

Friday night the work of converfion began in a way I lit-

tle expected. I met the clafs of young men, and received

three into clafs. When clafs-mccting was over, I heard a

poor foul groaning and praying. We went down flairs,

and found in the palfage a black woman in great difirefs.

We began exhorting her, and then proceeded to finging and

prayer. The noife called in others ; another black woman
was foon on her knees befide. the former, and GOD was

pleafed to fct both their fouls at liberty ; and then an old

man, and then a member whom I had joined that night, and

then the man of the houfe in which we were, fo that about

nine o'clock we had many converted, among whom was my
wife's brother, Jofeph, (a brand indeed plucked out of the

fire,) a daughter of Mr. Stowbridge, and all three of

brother Long's children
;
my brother in law's wife alfo got

her



35^ LETTERS, 8CC.

her fou! converted. I think about 15 found the peace of

GOD at that time. We had a few on Monday night that

found peace. Brother Pigman came to town this day, and

preached a fweef, fmooth, edifying fermon. I felt much of

the power of GOD in my foul, and longed to fay fomething

to the people. When he concluded, I fpoke a few words.

I began by finging and then exhorted, and the power of

GOD came in a wonderful manner into my foul, and I

think we had one of the loudeft fliouts I ever remember to

have heard. Now it was that I entered into the fpirit of

the work. I approved of it before, but was not in the fpi-

rit of it. O how clear did the light mine upon my foul ! I

faw, and, glory be to GOD, I full fee the way to the king-

dom of heaven clearer than ever. I may fay. I am become,

as it were, a new man ; but what have I gained ? An ill-

name. 1 that was reckoned by fome who knew no better, a

man of fenfe, am now become a fool. I never hoard re-

proach with fuch joy before ; but, glory be to GOD, the

work profpers. I then rcquefted as many as had a defire,

to come forth into the great congregation, and join the fa-

ciety. Twenty four; one after another, gave me their names,

molt of whom had found peace. Our clafs-meetings are ex-

ceeding lively. Brother Forrejl.w&s in town, and met the

young men, and five of them ftruggled into life. Sunday

morning the power of GOD was with us, many were cut

to the heart : in the afternoon we had another fhout, and

five or fix were fet at liberty ; and many fpakc feelingly at

the love-feaft in the evening. This was a day to be remem-

bered by many, 'and efpecially by myfelf. Such tranfport-

ing joy filled my foul, that I only wanted wings to fly away,

?nd reft for ever with my Lord and Saviour. BleiTed be

GOD, that ever I was born ! The Chriffians feel the (bow-

er, and many of them profefs holinefs of heart. We had a

remarkable feafon on Monday night ; I think at leaft.20

found the Lord. On Tuefday I went to fuppfy brother For-

reft's place at the head of South-River. As foon as I began

to fpeak, the Lord applied his word, and finners began to

tremble : -we had a comfortable time. All the members in

fociocy
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fociety (who had alraoft fainted in their minds)' got a frefti

fpring for heaven, and fuch a time they have not had for

years paft. I gave out for a prayer-meeting in the evening : the

people flocked together, and the Lord began to work. We
had as many as five who pro felled to find peace. One of

them was powerfully converted to GOD. When I return-

ed to town we had another wonderful Ihout, and one great

perfecutor had a clear manifeftation of GOD's love. But

you know fatan can not quietly let his fubjects go : he rai-

fes a ftorm of lies, the only weapon he has at prefent to fight

with. He alfo threatens, but can go no farther : they have

banifhed me out of town bv report, and are to cut off my
ears, See. &c. My heart pities and prays for them, and re-

joices to hear it ; for when the devil has lifted them up to

the height, I trull GOD will convert their fouls, and make

them witneffes for himfelf. We have had 84 joined the foci-

ety, fince January- 30, and almoft every one of them is con-

verted to GOD ; and many more are ready to come in.

But who are they ? Not the rich and great ; but few of thefe

are feen among us at all ; we have fome of the bafeft cha-

racters, and fome otherwife : but oh what a fpirit of love

reigns among us ! It is good to be here; my hopes are up :

we have fcarce a meeting, but fome one gets converted.

Praifed be our GOD ! Pray for

Your moff affectionate

Though unworthy brother in the Lord,

JOHN HAGERTY.

Mr. Priest's Account of an old Woman.

Cork, Feb. 16, 1778.

13 IMNG over a mountain called Sleeveord, in the coun-

JlV ty of Tipperary, my mare Iofing a fhoe, I flopped at

a fmith's [hop to have one put on. The fmith taking me
into the houfe, I obferved an old withered woman
fitting m the chimney-corner. On finding my heart grow

warm
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warm, I drew near to her and faid, As you fecm, by th$

courfe of nature, to be on the confines of eternity, have

you any afTurance where you are going ? She faid, " Blef-

fed be GOD I have!" On aiking her if her afTurance was

well grounded ? fhe faid, " I hope it is." On afking her

what the ground of her allurance was? fhe faid, " I have

the love of GOD fhed abroad in my heart, and the light

of his countenance mining on my foul." I then afked, hozi{

and when fhe came by that experience ? She faid, " When
I was about eighteen years old, GOD convinced me that

I was a finner. On feeing this, I was in great diftrefs for

fome time. But one day, as I was going for water, acrofs

a field, the Lord arretted me by the way : on which I laid

down my pail, and fell on my knees ; and while I was at

prayer, he manitefled his pardoning love to my foul, fhed

abroad his love in my heart, and gave me an afTurance of

his favour. I am now eighty one, or eighty two years old,

and from that time to the prefent, I have not been one

day without a fenfe of the love of GOD in my heart, and

the light of his countenance mining upon mc." I then

afked her how fhe came to know fhe was a finner? fhe an.

fwered, " by reading good books."

I have often vifited her fince, and always found her uni-

form and confident in her accounts. - Having never met

with any one before who experienced thefe things, me faid,

file thought herfelf alone in the world, and feemed rather

furprifed at the accounts I gave of my own, and others ex-

perience.

Thus we fee, GOD has his fecret ones, even where the

gofpel is not preached. Therefore let us rejoice in hope

ol meeting many in glory who were unknown, not only to

us, but even to his whole church on earth.

INGRA-
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Ingratitude.

[Extracted from a late author.]

ARTASANES was diftiriguifhed with peculiar favour

by a wife, powerful and good prince. A magnifi-

cent palace, furrounded with a delightful garden, was pro-

vided for his refidence. He partook of all the luxuries of

his fovereign's table; was invefted with extenfive authority,

and admitted to the honour of a free intercourfe with his

gracious mailer. But Artabancs was infenfible of the ad-

vantages which he enjoyed. His heart glowed not with

gratitude and refpe£t; he avoided the fociety of his bene-

faftor, and abufed his bounty.

I deteft fuch a character, laid Alexis, with generous in-

dignation ! It is your own picture I have drawn, replied

Eiiphronius. The great Potentate of heaven and earth has

placed you in a world which difplays the bigheft beauty,

order and magnificence; and which abounds with every

means of convenience, enjoyment and happinefs. He has

furnilhed you with fuch powers of body and mind, as give

you dominion over the fifhes of the fea, the fowls of the

air, and the beau's of the field: and he has invited you to

hold communion with himfelf, and to -exalt your own na-

ture, by the love and imitation of his divine perfections.

Yet your eyes are wandering with brutal gaze, over the

fair creation, unconfeious of the mighty hand from which

it fprung. You have rioted in the profufion of nature,

without one fecret emotion of gratimde to the fovereign

difpofer of al! good: and )ou have flighted the glorious

converfe, and forgotten the prefence of that omnipotent

Being who fills all fpace, and exifts through all eternity.

Reader, art not thou the man ?

POETRY.
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Poetry.

EDWIN and ANGELINA.

TURN, gentle hermit of the dale,

And guide my lonely way,
,

To where yon taper cheers the vale

With hofpitable ray.

For here, forlorn and loft, I tread,

With fainting fteps and flow,

Where wilds, immeafurably fpread,

Seem lengthening as I go.

Forbear, my fon, the hermit cries,

To tempt the dangerous gloom;

For yonder faithlefs phantom flies

To lure thee to thy doom.

Here, to the houfelefs child of want

My door is open Hill

;

And though my portion is but fcant,

I give it with good-will.

Then turn to-night, and freely (hare

Whate'er my cell beftows ;

My rufliy couch and frugal fare,

My bleffing and repofe.

No flocks that range the valley free,

To flaughxer I condemn :

Taught by that Power that pities me
I learn to pity them*
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But from the mountain's gritfy Me
A guiltlefs feaft I bring;

A fcrip with herbs and fruits fupplied,

And water from the fpring.

Then, pilgrim, turn, thy c?res forego;

All earth-born cares are wrong:

Man wants but little here below,

Nor wants that little long.

Soft as the dew from heaven defeends,

His gentle accents fell;

The modeif ftranger lowly bends,

And follows to the cell.

Far in a wildernefs obfcure

The lonely manfion lay,

A refuge to the neighbouring poor,

And Itrangers led aftray.

No floies beneath its humble thatch

Reqiiir'd a matters cafe;

The wicket, opening with a latch,

Receiv'd the harmlefs pair.

And now, when bufy crouds retire

To take their evening-reft,

The hermit trimm'd his little fire,

And cheer'd his penfive gueft

;

And fprettd his vegetable ftore,

And gaily preft and fmiijd,

And, fkill'd in legendary lore,

The lingering hours beguil'd.

Around in fympatheiic mirth

Its tricks rfee kitten tries ;

The cricket chirrups in the hearth,

The crackling faggot flies.

But nothing could a'ciiarm impart

To footh the Granger's woe;
L. II. Z Z
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For grief was heavy at his heart,

And tears began to flow.

His rifing cares the hermit fpy'd,

With anfwering care oppreft,

And whence unhappy youth, he cried^

The forrows of thy breaft?.

From better habitation fpurn'd,

Reluclant doft thou rove ?

Or grieve for friendship unreturn'd.

Or unregarded love?

Alas ! the joys that fortune brings,

Are trifling, and decay
;

And thofe who prize the paltry things,

More trifling flill than they.

And what is friendfhip but a name,

A charm that lulis to fleep;

A made that follows wealth or fame,

And leaves the wretch to weep.

And love is ftill an emptier found,

The modern fair one's jeft,

On earth unfeen, or only found

To warm the turtle's neft.

For fhame, fond youth, thy forrows hufli,

And fpurn the fex, he faid :

But, while he fpoke, a rifing blufh

His love-lorn guclt betray'd.

Surpris'd, he fees new beauties rife

Swift mantling to the view,

Like colours o'er the morning-fkies,

As bright, as tranfient too.

The bafhful look, the rifing breaft,

Alternate fpread alarms,

The lovely flranger (lands confer!

A maid in all her charms.



And ah! forgive a ftranger rude,

A wretch forlorn, {he cried,

Whofe feet unhallow'd thus intrude

Where heaven and you re fide.

But let a maid thy pity fhare,

Whom love has taught to ftrav
;

Who feeks for reft, but finds defpair

Companion of her way.

My father liv'd befide the Tyne,

A wealthy lord was he;

And all his wealth was mark'd as mine,

He had but only me.

To win me from his tender arms,

Unnumber'd fuitors came;

Who prais'd me for imputed charms,

And felt or feign'd a flame.

Each hour a mercenary croud

With richeft proffers ftrove:

Among the reft, young Edwin bow'd,

But never talk'd of love.

In humble, fimpleft habit clad,

No wealth nor power had he;

Wifdom and worth were all he had,

But thefe were all to me.

The bloffom opening to the day,

The dews of heaven refin'd,

Could nought of purity difplay

To emulate his mind.

The dew, the bloflbm on the tree,

With charms inconftant fhine
;

Their charms were his
;

but, woe to me !

Their conftancy was mine.

For ftill I tried each fickle art,

Importunate and vain:
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And, while l1is pafTion touch'd my heart,

I triumph'd in his pain

:

Till quite deje&cd with my from*

He left me to my pride,

And fought a folitude forlorn,

In fecret, where he died.

But mine the forrow, mine the fault

j

And well my life fhall pay :

I'll feek the folitude he fought,

And firetch me where he lay.—

-

And there, forlorn, defpairing, hid,

I'll lay me down and die;
?Twas fo for me that Edwin did,

And fo for him will I.

Forbid it, heaven! the hermit cry'd,

And clafp'd her to his breaft:

The wondering fair-one tum'd to chidc^

'Twas Edwin's felf that preft.
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Predestination calmly considered;

[By John Wesley, M.A.]

[Continued from page 521.]

XXXIV. T)ERHAPS you will fay they, are not- con,

JL demned for aclua 1

, but for? original fife

WhfcKlo you mean by thi.- term ? The inward corruption

of our nature ? If fo, it has be^n fpoken of before. Or do,

you ineatf; the fin which Adam committed in paradiie*? That

this is imputed to all men, I allow
;
yea, that by reafcy**

thereof; the whole Ct ;a fion groanetk and traxtazUth. in< pain\-

together until new: but that any wiri- be ^daoified; for thi*

alone, I allow nor, ti' 1 you {hew me where it is-, written.

Bring me plain proof from fcr'.ptuve, and I fubmih: hut till

then, I utterly deny it.

XXXV. Should you not rather fay, that; unbelief is-the-.

damning fin ? and that thofe wh© are condemned in that-day*

will be therefore condemned, btcaufe they believed not an the-

nwme of the only-begotten Son of. GOD. But couId:ihty::be-^

liewa.? Was not this faitb, bath- thz>gf£ and the-work oi'

GQDi«>the-foul ? And was it not avgifrwlMe-fr-he^Tad eser-

naily •decreed, nener torsive them ? 'Wa&it nat.aAvork which

he vras of old : unchangeably determined' never, to work, in

their fault ? S^kall thefe men then be- condain-ned; became

GOD
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GOD would no| work ; becaufe they did not receive what
GOD would not give : could they " ungrafp the hold of his
u right-hand, or force Omnipotence ?"

XxXVI. There is, over and above, a peculiar difficul-

ty here. You fay, Chrift did not die for thefe men. But
if fo, there was an irnpofnbility in the very nature of the

thing, that they mould ever favingly believe. For what is faving

faith, but " a confidence in GOD through Chrift that loved

me, and gave himfelf for mt f ' Loved. thee, thou reprobate !

gave himfelf for thee I Away ! thou haft neither part nor

lot herein. Thou believe in Chrift, thou accurfed fpirit

!

damned, or ever thou wert born ! There never was any ob-

ject for thy faith : there never was any thing for thee to be-

lieve. GOD himfelf (thus muft you fpeak to be confiftent

with yourfelf) with all his omnipotence, could not make thee

believe Chrift atoned for thy fins, unlefs he had made thee

believe a lie.

XXXVII. If then GOD be juft, there cannot, on your

fcheme, be any judgment to come : we may add, nor any-

future ftate, either of reward or punifhment. If there be

fuch a ftate, GOD will therein render to every man accord-

ing to his deeds : to them who by patient continuance in well

doing, feckfor glory and honour and immortality, eternal life :

hut to them who do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteouf

nefs, indignation and wrath, tribulation and anguifh upon eve-

<ry foul ofman that doeth evil.

But how is this reconcileable with your fcheme ? You
fay, the reprobates cannot but do evil, and that the eleel,

from the day of GOD's power, cannot but continue in well-

doing. You fuppofe all this is unchangeably decreed :. in

confequence whereof, GOD acls irrefiftibly on the one,

and fatan on the other. Then, it is impofhble for either

one or the other, to help acling as they do ; or rather, to

kelp being atled upon, in the manner wherein they are. For

if we fpeak properly, neither the one nor the other can be

faid to atl at all. Can a ftone be faid to a£r, when it is

thrown out of a fling? or a ball, when it is difcharged from

a cannon ? No more can a man be faid to a£t, if he be on-
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iy moved by a force he cannot refift. But if the cafe he

thus, vou leave no room either for reward or punifhment.

Shall the fione be rewarded for rifing from the liing, or

punilhed for falling down? Shall the cannon ball he rfward-

ed for flying towards the fun, or punilhed for receding

from it ? As incapable of either reward or punifhment is the

man, who is fuppofed to be impelled by a force he cannot

refill. Juftice can have no place in rewarding or puai fil-

ing mere machines, driven to and fro by an external force.

So that your fuppofition ol COD's ordainir.g- bom eternity

whatfoever mould be done to the end oit^c world ; at> well

as that of GOD's actinr irrefiftibly in the elect, ?nd fatan's

acting irrefiftibly in the'reprobaies ; utterly overthrows the

fcripture-doftrine of rewards and pummmcnts, as well as of

a judgment to come.

XXXVIII. Thus ill does that election which implies re-

probation agree with the fcripture account of GOD's juftice.

And does it agree any better with his truth ? How will vou

reconcile it with thofe plain aftertions, Ezek. xviii. 23. &c.

Have L any pleafure at all, that the wickedJhould die, faith

the Lord GOD ? and not that heJiiould returnfrom his ways,

and live ? Cqft awayfrom you all your tranjgrejjions, where-

by ye have tranfgreffed—for why willye die, 0 houf ofIfraelf
For I have no pleafure in the death of him that dieth, faith the

Lord GOD : wherefore turn yourfives, and live ye.

Ezek. xxxiii. 11. &c. As I live, faith the Lord GOD, L
have no pleafure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked

turn from his way and live. Turn ye, turn yefrom your
£Vil ways ; for why will ye die, 0 houf of Ifrael?

XXXIX. But perhaps you will fay, '* Thefe ought to be
11 limited and explained by other paflages of fcripture; where-
" in this do6lrinc is as clearly affirmed, as it is denied in
*' thefe ?" I muft anfsver, very plain ; it' this were true, we
mutt give up all the fcriptures together : nor would the in-

fidels allow the Bible fo honourable a title, as that of a cun-

ningly devifed fable. But it is not true : it has no co-

lour of truth . it is abfolutely, notorioufly falfe. To tear

up the very roots of reprobation, and of all do&rines that

have
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have a neceflary connexion therewith, GOD declares in

his word thefe three things, and that explicitly, in fo many
terras, 1. Chrift died for all, 2 Cor. v. ij. namely, all tint

tmrt dead in fin, as the words immediately preceding fix the

feme : here is the faft affirmed. 2. He is the ficofit&dim for
ikefins of the whole world, 1 John ii. 2. even of all thofe for

whom he died : here is the confequence of his dying for all.

And 3. he diedfor all, that they might not live tfftto themflves,

but unto him which died for them
x

2 Cor. v. 15. that they

might be faved from their fins : here is the defign, the end of

his dying for them. Now Ihew me the fcriptuies, wherein

GOD declares in equally exprefs terms, 1. Chrift did not die

for all, but far fome only. 2. Chrift is not the propitiation

for thefins of the whole world. And 3. he did not diefor all,

at leaft, not with that intent, that they Jhould live vnto him

-who diedfor them. Shew me, I fay, the fcriptures that af-

firm thefe three things, in equally exprefs terms. You
know, there are none. Nor is it pdiTible to evade (he force

of thofe above recited, but by fupplyiug in number, what is

wanting in weight : by heaping abundance of texts together,

whereby, (though none of them fpca'v home to the point)

the patrons of that opinion dazzle the eyes of the unwary, and.

quite overlay the underftanding both of th.emfelves,and thofe

that hear them.

XL. To proceed. What an account does this doctrine

give, of the fincerity of GOD in a thoufand decorations,

fuch as thefe, 0 that there were fuck an hettrt in than, that

tkey wouldfear me, and keep my commandments always ! thah

it might be well with them, and uith their childnnfor ever,

Deut. v. 29. My people would net hearken ic my voice, and

Ifrail would none of me : fo I gave them up lAito their own

hearts' luft ; and they walked in their own eauxfds. 0 that

my people had hearkintd mio me, arid Ifrail had walked in my

ways ! 1fhouldfoon hace fibtheed.tfeir >eh»mies, and turned

my hand agmnft tJittir*aidy£rfa?ies,*P{dAm.]xxxu 11, &c. And

all this tirrte you fuppefe GOD b»d unchangeably ordained,

that rherc nevar ftiDUtd beJiutk an Ire&rt in tke?n ! that it ne-

ver
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ver mould be poflible for the people whom he thus feemed

to lament over, to heark'n unto him, or to walk in his ways!

XLI. How clear and ftrong is the reafoning of Dr.

Watts on this head ? " It is very hard indeed to vindicate

the Jincerity of the bleffed GOD or his Son, in their univer-

fal offers of grace and falvation to men; and their fending

miniflers with fuch meffages and invitations to accept of

mercy; if there be not at leaft a conditional pardon and

/alvation provided for them.

" His minifters, indeed, as they know not the event of

things, may be [inure in offering falvation to all perfons,

according to their general commiffion, Go ye into all the

world, and preach tke go[pel to every creature : But how can

GOD or Chrift be Jincere in fending them with this com-

miffion, to offer his grace to all men, if GOD has not

provided fuch grace for all mm> no, not fo much as

conditionally.

" It is hard to fuppofe, that the great GOD, who is

truth itfelf, and faithful in all his dealings, mould call up-

on dying men, to truft in a Saviour for eternal life, when

this Saviour has not eternal life entrufled with him, to give

them ii they do as he requires. 'Tis hard to conceive how
the great governor of the world can be Jincere in inviting

finners, who are on the brink of hell, to caft themfelves

upon an empty word of invitation, a mere fhadow and ap-

pearance of fupport, if there be nothing real to bear them

up from thefe deeps of deltruclion; nothing but mere words

and empty invitations! Can we think that the righteous

and holy GOD would encourage his miniflers, to call them

to leave and rell the weight of their immortal concerns, up-

on a gofpel, a covenant of grace, a Mediator, and his me-

rit and righteoufnefs ! all which are a mere nothing with

regard to them, a heap of empty names, an unfupporting

void whicjl cannot uphold them ?"

XLII. Our blefled Lord does indifputably command and

invite all vien every whtre to repent. He calleth all. He
lends his ambuffadors, in his name, to preach the gofpel to

every creature. He himfelf preached deliverance to the cap-

Vol. II. 3 A tlVtS>
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lives, without any hint of refhiclion or limitation. But

now, in what manner do you reprefent him, while he is

employed in this work? You fuppofe him to be Handing

at the prifon-doors, having the keys thereof in his hands,

and to be continually inviting the prifoners to come forth,

commanding them to accept of that invitation, urging eve-

ry motive which can poflibly induce them to comply with

that command; adding the moft precious promifes if they

obey; the moft dreadful threatnings, if they obey not: and

all this time you fuppofe him to be unalterably deter-

mined in himfelf, never to open the doors for them! even

while he is crying, Come ye, come ye, from that evil place j

for why willye die, 0 houfe of Ifracll " Why ! (might one

of them reply) becaufe we cannot help it. We cannot help

ourfelves; and thou wilt not help us. It is not in our

power to break the gates of brafs; and it is not thy plea-

fure to open them. Why will we die! we rrafl die: be-

caufe it is not thy will to fave us." Alas! my brethren !

what kind of fincerity is this, which you afcribe to GOD
our SavioUr ?

XLIII. So ill do election and reprobation agree with the

truth and fincerity of GOD. But do they not agree leaifc

of all, with the fcriptural account of his love and goodnefs!

that attribute which GOD peculiarly claims, wherein he

glories above all the reft. It is not written, " GOD is

juftice, or GOD is truth" (although he is'juft and true in

all his ways;) but it is written, GOD is love; love in the

abftra£t, without bounds: and there is no end of his good-

nefs. His love extends to thole who neither love nor fear

hirti. He is good, even to the evil and the unthankful:

yea, without any exception or limitation, to all the chil-

dren of men. For the Lord is loving (or good] to every man,

and his mercy is over all his works.

But how is GOD good or loving to a reprobate, or one

that is not eletled? (you may chufe either term ; for it

none but the unconditionally-elect are faved, it comes pre-

cifely to the fame thing.) You cannot fay, he is an ob-

ject of the love or goodnefs of GOD, with regard to his

eternal
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eternal eftate, whom he created (fays Mr. Calvin plainly and

fairly) in vita, contumekam, et mortis cxitium; to live, a re-

proach, and die everla/linpdy. Surely, no one can dream

that the goodnefs of GOD is at all concerned with this

man's eternal Rate. " However, GOD is good to him in

" this world." What ! when bv reafon of GOD s un-

changeable decree, it had been good for this man, never to

have been born, when his very birth was a curfe, not a

blefling? " Well, but he now enjoys many of the gifts of

" GOD, both gifts of nature and of providence. He has

" food and raiment, and comforts of various kinds. And
" are not all thefe great bleflings ?" No, not to him. At

the nrice he is to pay for them, every one of thefe alfo is

a curfe. Every one^ of thefe comforts is by an eternal de-

cree, to coft him a thoufand pangs in hell. For every mo-

ment's pleafure which he now enjoys, he is to fuffer the

torment of more than a thoufand yeais: for the (moke ot

that pit which is preparing for him, afcendeth up for ever

and ever. GOD knew this would be the fruit of whatever

he mould enjoy, before the vapour of life fled away. He
defigned it mould. It was his very purpoTe, in giving him

thofe enjoyments; So that by all thefe (according to your

account) he is in truth and reality, only fatting the ox for

the (laughter. " Xav, but GOD gives him grace top."

Yes, but what kind of grace? Saving grace, you own, he

has none: none of a faving nature. And the cc?:imon grace

he has, was not given with any defign to fave his

foul; nor with any defign to do him any good at all;

but only to re ftrain him from hurting the elect; fo far from

doing him good, that this grace alfo neceffarily incrcafes

his damnation. And GOD knows this, you fay; and de-

figned it mould : it was one great end for which he gava

it! Then I defne to know, how is GOD good or loving to

this man, either with regard to time or eternity ?

XLIV. Let us fuppofe a particular inflance. Here (lands

a man, who is reprobated from all eternity
;

or, if you

wouid exprefs it more fmoothly, one who is not elected,

whom GOD eternally decreed to pafs by. Thou haft no-

thing
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thing therefore to expect from GOD after death, but to be

caft into the Jake of nre burning with brimflcne; GOD hav-

ing configned thy unborn foul to hell, by a decree which

cannot pafs away. And from the time thou waft born un-

der the irrevocable curfe of GOD, thou canft have no peace.

For there is no peace to the wicked, and fuch thou art doom-

ed to continue, even from thy mother's womb. According-

ly, GOD giveth thee of this world's goods, on purpofe to

enhance thy damnation. He gives thee now fubftance or

friends, in order hereafter to heap the more coals of fire up-

on thy head. Ke filleth thee with food, he maketh thee fat

and well-liking, to make thee a more fpecious facrifice to

his vengeance. Good-nature, generofity, a good underftand-

ing, various knowledge, it may be, or eloquence, are the

flowers wherewith he adorneth thee, thou poor vicTin*, before

thou art brought to the {laughter. Thou haft grace too I

but what grace? not faving grace. That is not for thee,

but for the elefcl: only. Thine may properly be termed

damning grace; fince it is not only fuch in the event, but

in the intern ion. Thou receivedft it of GOD for that very-

end, that thou mighteft receive the greater damnation. It

wras not given to convert thee, but only to convince; not to

make thee without fin, but without excufe; not to deftroy,

but to arm the worm that never dieth, and to blow up

the fire that never fhall be quenched.

XLV. Now I befecch you to confider calmly, how is

GOD good or loving to this man? Is not this fuch love

as makes your blood run cold? as caufes the ears of him

that hcareth to tingle? And can you believe there is that man
on earth or in hell, who can truly tell GOD, " Thus hall

thou done?" Can you think that the loving, the merciful

GOD, ever dea;t thus with any foul which he hath made ?

But you muft, and do believe this, if you believe uncondi-

tional elechon. For it holds reprobation in its bofuin: they

never were, never can be divided. Take il.cn your choice.

If for the fake of election you will fwallow reprobation,

well : but if you cannot digeft this, yen muft neceffanly

give up Unconditional election.

[Continued at page 417 !

SERMON
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SERMON XX.

On Hebrews vi. i.

Let us go on to perfection.

THE whole fentence runs thus: Therefore leaving the

principles of the doclrine of Chrift, let us go on to

perfection; not laying again thefoundation ofrepentancefrom
dead -works, and offaith toward GOU, 'which he had juft

before termed, thefirfl principles of the oracles of GOD, and

meatftfor babes, for fuch as have juft tailed that the Lord

is gracious.

That the doing of this is a point of the utmoft import-

ance, the apoftle intimates in the next words; This will w$

do ifGOD permit. For it is impojjiblefor thofe who were

ence enlightened, and have tafled the good word ofGOD, and

thd powers of the world to come, if they fhalljail away, to

renew them again unto repentance. As if he had faid, \\

they do not go on to perfBion, they are in the utmoft dan-

ger offalling away. And if they do fall away, it is i?n-

pojfble (that is, exceeding hard) to renew them again unt*

repentance.

In order to make this very important fcripture as eafy

to he underftocd as poflible, I (hall endeavour,

Firft, To (hew what perfection is.

Secondly, To anfwer fome objections to it: and,

Thirdly, To expoftulate a little with the oppofcrs of it.

Firft, I will endeavour to fhew what perfection is.

l. And firft, I do not conceive the perfection here ipo-

ken of, to be the perfection of angels. As thofe glorious

beings never left theirfrfl ejlate, never declined from their

original perfection, all their native faculties arc unimpaired,

their undei (landing in particular is ftill a lamp of light, their

apprehenfion of all things clear and diftinct, and their judg-

ment always true. Hence, though their knowledge is li-

mited, (for they are creatures) though they are ignorant of

Enumerable things, yet they are not liable to miflake:

their
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their knowledge is perfect in its kind. And as their aE'cc-

tions are all conftantiy guided by their unerring undei ftand-

ing, fo all their actions are fuitable thereto; fo they da

every moment not their own will, but the good and accept-

able will of GOD. Therefore it is not pomble for man,

whofe underftanding is darkened, to whom nnftake is as na-

tural as ignorance, who cannot think at all, but by the me-

diation ot organs which are weakened and depraved, like

the other pans of his corruptible body : it is not pofiible,

I fay, for man always to think right, to apprehend things

diftinctly, and to judge truly of them. In confequence

hereof his affections, depending on his underftanding, are

varioufly disordered. And his words and actions are influ-

enced more or jefs, by the diforder both of his undei (land-

ing and affections. It follows, that no man, while in the

body, can pofiibly attain to angelic perfeclion.

2. Neither can any man while he is in a corruptible

bodr, attain to adamic perfeclion. Adam before his fall,

was undoubtedly as pure, as free from fin as even the ho-

ly angels. In like manner his underftanding was as clear

as theirs, and his affections as regular. In virtue of this,

as he alwavs judged right, fo he was able alwavs to fpeak

and aft right. But fmce man rebelled againft GOD, the

cafe is widely different with him. He is no longer able

to avoid falling into innumerable miftakes: confequently

he cannot alwavs avoid wrong affections, neither can he al-

ways think, fpeak, and aft right. Therefore man, in his

prefent ftate, can no more attain adamic than angelic per-

fection.

3. The higheft perfeclion which man can attain, while

the foul dwells in the body, docs not exclude ignorance

and error, and a thoufand oiher infirmities. And from wrong

judgments, wrong words and actions will often neceffarily

flow. And in fome cafes, wrong affections alfo may fpring

from the fame fcurce. I may judge wrong of you : I may

think more or lefs highly of you than I ought to think. And

this naifiake in my judgment may not only occafion fome-

ihing wrong in my behaviour ; but it may have a Hill deep-

er
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«r efTe£t.: it may occafion fomething wrong in my affec-

tions. From a wrong apprehenfion, I may love and elteem

you either more or lefs than I ought. Nor can I be freed

From a liablenefs to fuch a miflake, while I remain in a cor-

ruptible body. A thoufand infirmities in confequence of

this, will attend my fpirit, till it returns to GOD who gave

it. And in numberlefs inftances it comes fhort of doing the

will of GOD, as Adam did in Faradife. Hence the bed of

men may fay from the heart,

" Every moment, Lord, I need

The merit of thy death,"

for innumerable violations of the adamic as well as the

angelic law. It is well therefore for us, that we are not

now under thefe, but under the law of love. Love is now

the fulfilling of the law, which is given to fallen man. This

is now, with refpecl to us, the pcrfccl law. But even a-

gainfl: this, through the prefent weaknefs of our understand-

ing,' we are continually liable to tranfgrefs. Therefore

every man living needs the blood of atonement, or he

could not fiand before GOD.
4. What is then the perfection of which man is capable,

while he dwells in a corruptible body ? It is the complying

with that kind command, My fan, give, me thy heart. It is

the loving the Lord his GOD With all his heart, and with all

his foul, and with all his mind This is the fum of Chrif-

tian perfection : it is all comprifed in that one word, Love.

The firft branch of it is the love of GOD : and as he that

loves GOD, loves his brother alfo, it is.infeparably connect-

ed with the fecond, Thou flialt love thy neighbour as tkyftlf.

Thou (halt love every man as thy own foul, as Chrift lov-

ed us. On thefe two commandments hang all the law and the

prophets', thefe contain the whole of Chrillian perfection.

5. Another view of this is given us in thofe words of the

great apeftie, Let this mind be in you, which was alfo in

Chrifl Jefus. For although this immediately and directly re-

fers to the humility of our Lord, vet it may be taken in a

far
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far more extenfivc fenfe, fo as to include the whole difpofi-

tion of his mind, all his affections, all his tempers, both

toward GOD and man. Now it is certain, that as there

was no evil affection in him, fo no good affection or tem-

per was wanting. So that whatfoever things are holy, what-

foever things are lovely, are all included in the mind that was
in Chrifl Jejus4

6. St. Paul, when writing to the Galatians, places per-

fection in yet another view. It is the one undividedfruit

of the Spirit, which he defcribes thus. Thefruit of the Spirit

is love, joy, peace ; longfuffering, gentlenefs, goodnefs

:

fidelity, (fo the* word fhould be tranflated here) meeknef,

temperance. What a glorious conftellation of graces is here !

Now fuppofe all thefe things to be knit together in one, to

be united together in the foul of a believer, this is Chriftian

perfection.

7. Again he writes to the Chriftians at Ephefus, of put-

ting on the new man, which is created after GOD, in righteouf

?iejs and true holinefs. And to the Colofjians, of the nezv man,

renewed after the image of him that created him : plainly re-

ferring to the words in Genefis (chap. i. 27.) So GOD ere-

eted man in his own image. Now the moral image of GOD
con lifts (as the apoftle obferves) in righteoufnefs and true

holinefs. By fm this is totally deftroyed. And we never

can recover it, till we are created a-new in Chrifl Jfcjus. And
this is perfection.

8. St. Peter exprefles it in a ftill different manner, tho'

to the fame effect. As he that hath calledyou is holy, fo be ye

holy in all manner of converfation, 1 Peter i. 15. According

to this apoftle then, perfection is another name for uni-

verfal holinefs : inward and outward righteoufnefs : holi-

nefs of life arifmg from holinefs of heart.

9. If any expre [lions can be ftronger than thefe, they are

thofe of St. Paul to the Thejfalonians : (1 Epiftle v. 23.) The

GOD ofpeace himftlffanclify you wholly: and may the whole

€>f
you, the [pint, the foul and the body (this is the literal

franflation) be prejerved blamelefs unto the coming ofour Lord

Jfas Cirift*

10. Wc
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10. We cannot fhew this fanctifkation in a more excel-

lent way, than by complying with that exhortation of the

<poftle, I befeech you, brethren, by the mercies of GOD, that

ye prefnt your bodies (yourfelves, your fouls and bodies ; a

part put for the whole, by a common figure of fpeech) a liv-

ing facrijice unto GOD ; to whom ye were confecratcd many

years ago in baptifm. When, what was then devoted is ac-

tually prefented to GOD, then is the man of GOD perfect.

n. To the fame effect St. Peter fays, l Epiftle ii. 5. Ye

are a holy priefthood, to offer upfpiritualfacrifices acceptable

to GOD through Jefus Chnjl. But what facrifices {hall we

offer now, feeing the Jewifh difpenfation is at an end ? If

you have truly prefented yourfelves, you offer up to him

continually, all your thoughts, and words and actions,

through the Son of his love, as a facrificc of praife and

thankfgiving.

12. Thus you experience, that he whofe name is called

Jefus, does not bear that name in vain : that he does in

fact fave his peoplefrom theirfins, the root as well as the

branches. And this falvation fromfin, from all fin, is ano-

ther defcription of perfection, though indeed it expreffes

only the leaft, the lower branch of it, only the negative

part of the great falvation.

II. I propofed, in the fecond place, to anfwer fome ob-

jections to this fcriptural account of perfection.

1. One common objection to it is, That there is no pro-

mife of it in the word of GOD. If this be fo, we mult

give it up: we fhould have no foundation to build upon.

For the promifes of GOD are the only fure foundation of

our hope. But furely there is a very clear and full promife

that we {hall all love the Lord our GOD with all our hearts.

So we read, Deut. xxx. 6. The Lord thy GOD -mill circumcife

thy heart, and the heart of thy feed, to love the Lord thy

GOD with all thy heart, and with all thy foul. Equally ex-

prefs is the word of our Lord, which is no lefs a promife,

though in the form of a command, (Matt. xxii. 37.) Tien

fhalt love the Lord thy GOD with all thy heart, and with alt

thy foul, and u ith all thy mind : no words can be more
Vol. II. j B ftrong
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Ifrong than thefe, no promife can be more expi efs. Iii

like manner, Tko.ujhalt love, thy neighbour as tkyfelf'ii as

exprefs a promife as a command.

2. And indeed that general and unlimited promife. which

runs through the whole gofpel-difpenfation, / will put my

laws in their minds, and write, them in their hearts, turns all

the commands into promifes; and confequently that among
the reft, let this mind be in you which was alfo in Chrijl Je-

fus. The command here is equivalent to a promife, and

gives us full reafon to expeft, that the Lord will work in

us what he requires of us.

3. With regard to the fruit of the fpirit, the apoflle in

affirming, The fruit of the 'fpirit is love, joy, peace, long-

fujfering, gentienefs, goodnefs, fidelity, meebicjs, temperance':

does in effect affirm, that the Holy Spirit aftually works

love, and thefe other tempers in thofe that are led by him.

So that here alfo we have firm ground to tread upon; this

fcripture likewife being equivalent to a promife, and alluring

us that all thefe (hall be wrought in us, provided we are

led by the Spirit;

4. And when the apofrle fays to the Ephefians, (chap. iv.

si, &c.) Ye have been, taught, as the truth is in Jejus, to be

renewed in the fpirit ofyour mind, and to put on the new

man, zohich is created after GOD, (that is, after the image

of GOD,) in righteoujnefs and true holinefs: he leaves us

110 room to doubt, but GOD will thus renew us in the fpi-

rit of Our mind, and create us anew in the image of GOD,
wherein we we're at firfl created. Otherwife it could not be

faid, that this is the truth as it is in Jefus.

5. The command of GOD given by St. Peter, Be ye ho-

ly as he that hath called you is holy in all manner vf conver-

fation, implies a promife, that we fhall be thus holy, if w<i

are not wanting to ourfelves. Nothing can be wanting on

GOD's part: as he has called us to holinefs, he is undoubt-

edly willing, as well as able, to work this holinefs in us.

For he cannot mock his helplefs creatures, calling us to re-

ceive what he never intends to give. That he does call us

thereto is undeniable; therefore he will give it, if we are

not difobedient to the heavenly calling. 6. The
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G. The prayer of St, Paul to the Thffalonians, That

GOD wouldfandify them throughout, and that the whole of

than, the /pint, the ful, and the body, might be preferved

blamelefs: will undoubtedly be heard in behalf ot ail the

children of GOD, as well as of thofe at Theffalonica. Here-

by therefore all chriftians are encouraged toexpecl: the fame

bleiTing from the GOD ofpeace, namely, that they alfo fhall

be fznclified throughout, in fpirit, foul and body: and that

the whole of Uiem.fhall be preferved blamelefs, unto the coming

of our Lord Jefus Chrifl.

7. ?ut the great queftion is, whether there is any pro-

mife in fcripti;re, that we fhall be Javedfromfin? Undoubt-

edly there is. Such is that promife, Pfalm cxxx. 8. lie

Jjiall redeem Ifrael from all hisfins: exaftly aufwerable to

thofe words of the angel, lie fhall fave his peoplefrom their

f:is, and furely he is, able to fave unto the. uttermof, them

that come unto COD. through him. Such is that glorious

promife given through the prophet Ezekiel, in the 36th

chapter. Then will I Jprinkle clean water upon you, and ye

fnil be clean; from aflyaur. flthinefs andfrom allyour idols

will I cleanf you: a new heart alfp will I give you, and a

new fpirit zvill I put within you,: and I zuill take away the,

jlwy heart out of your flefi, and I zvill give you a heart of

fitfh: and I zoi'l put my Spirit within you, and caufe you

to zcalk in my flatuses, and ye fiall keep my judgments, and

do them, ver. 2j—27. Such (to mention no more) 13 jhat

pronounced by Zuhqriah, (Luke i. 73—75,) the oath which

he fware to our father Abraliam, that he would grant un-

to us, being delivered out of the hard of our enemies (and

fuch doubt.'efs are all our fins) to frve him without fear,

im holmefs and righteoufnefs before him all the days of our

life. The lafl: part of this promife is peculiarly worthy of

our observation. Left any fhould fay, " True, we fhall

be faved from our fins when we die that claufe is

remarkabiy added, as if on purpofe to obviate this pre-

tence, all the days of our life. With what modeftv then

can any one aiTirm, " That none fhall enjoy this liberty

pff death V";

8. " But

(
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8. " Bat, fay Tome, this cannot be the meaning of the

words ; for the thing is impoflible." It is impoflible to men :

but the things impomble with men, are pomble with GOD.
<f Nay, but this is impoflible in its own nature : for it im-

plies a contradiction, that a man mould be faved from alL

fin, while he is in a finful body."

There is a great deal of force in this objection. And per-

haps we allow moft of what you contend for. We have al-

ready allowed that while we are in the body, we cannot be

wholly free from miftake. Notwithftanding all our care, we
fhall ftill be liable to judge wrong in many inftances. . And
a miflake in judgment will very frequently occafion a mif-

take in practice. Nay, a wrong judgment may occafion

fomething in the temper or paflions, which is not ftriclly

right. It may occafion needlefs fear, or ill-grounded hope
;

unreasonable love, or unreafonable averfion. But all this is

no way inconfiftent with the perfection above defcribed.

9. You fay, " Yes, it is inconfiftent with the laft article :

it cannot confiif, with falvation from fin." I anfwer, it will

perfectly well confift with falvation from fin, according to

the following definition of fin, (which I apprehend to be the

fcriptural definition of it) " A voluntary tranfgiefiion of a

known law." "Nay, but all tranfgreflions - of the law of

GOD, whether voluntary or involuntary, are fin. For

St. John fays, All fin is a tranfgrsffion of the law." True,

but he does not fay, " All tranfgreflion of the law is fin,'^

This I deny : let him prove it that can.

To fay the truth, this is a mere flrife of words. You fay,

" None is faved from fin in your fenfe of the woid :" but I

do not admit of that fenfe, becaufe the word is never fo

taken in fcripture. And you cannot deny the poffibility of

being faved Irom fin, in my fenfe of the woid. And this is the

fenfe wherein the word fin is over and over taken in fcripture.

" .But furely we cannot be faved from fin, while we

dwell in a finful body" Afinful body ? I pray, obferve, how
deeply ambiguous, how equivocal this expreflion is ! But

there is no authority for it in fcripture : the word finful

kcdy is never, found there. Andas, it is totajty unfcriptura), fo

it
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it is palpably abfurd. For no body, of matter of any kind,

can beJinful : fpirits alone^rre capable of fin. Pray, in what

part of the body fhould fin lodge ? It cannot lodge in the

fkin, nor in the mufcles, or nerves, or veins, or arteries :

it cannot be in the bones any more than in the hair, or nails.

Only the foul can be the feat of fin.

10. " But does not St. PWhimfelf fay, They that are in

the flefJi, cannot pleafe GOD?" I am afraid the found of thefe

words has deceived many unwary fouls ; who have been told

thofe words, they that are in the flefh, mean the fame as

they that are in the body. No, nothing lefs. The fitjh in

this text no more means the body than it does the foul.

Abel, Enoch, Abraham : yea, all that cloud of witneffes

recited by St. Paul in the eleventh of the Hebrews, did ac-

tually pleafe GOD, while they were in the body, as he

himfelf teflifies. The exprefhon therefore here means nei-

ther more nor lefs, than they that are unbelievers, they

that are in their natural ftate, they that are without GOD
in the world.

11. But let us attend to the reafon of the thing. Why
cannot the Almighty fan£tify the foul while it is in the body ?

Cannot he fan&ify you while you are in this houfe, as well

as in the open air ? Can the walls of brick or (lone hinder

him ? No more can thefe walls of flefh and blood hinder

him a moment from fanctifying you throughout. He can

jufl: as eafily fave you from all fin in the body, as out of the

body.

" But has he promifed, thus to fave us from fin, while

we are in the body ?" Undoubtedly he has : for a promife is

implied in every commandment of GOD : consequently in

that, Thou Jlialt love the Lord thy GOD with all thy heart,

and with all thy foul, and with all thy mind. For this and

every other commandment is given, not to the dead, but to the

living. It is alfo expreffed in the words above recited, That

we fhould walk in holinefs before kifn all the days of our life.

I have dwelt the longer on this, becaufe it is the grand

argument of thofe who oppofe falvation From fm : and alfo,

becaufe it has not been fo frequently and fo fully anfwered :

whereas
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whereas the arguments taken from fcripture, have bee*

anfwered a hundred times over.

12. But a ftill more plaufible objection remains, taken

from experience ; which is, That there are no living wit-

nefles of this falvation from fin. In anfwer to this I allow.

1. That there are not many : even in this fenfe, there are

not many fathers. Such is our hardnefs of heart, fuch our

flownefs to believe what both the prophets and apoftlc*

have fpoke, that there are few, exceeding few true witnef-

fes of the great falvation.

I allow, 2. That there are falfe witnefTes, who either de-

ceive their own fouls, and fpeak of the things they know
not : or fpeak Les in hypocrify. And I have frequently

wondered, that we have not more of both forts. It is no-

thing ftrar;ge, that men of warm imaginations fhould de-

ceive themfelves in this matter. Many do the fame with

regard to juftification : they imagine they are j.ufti&ecl, and

are not. But though many imagine it ralfely, yet there aie

fome that are truly juftified. And thus, though many imar

gine they are fanfrrfied, and are not, yet there are fome that

are really fanclified. I allow, 3dly, That fome who once en T

joyed full falvation, have now totally loft it. They once

walked in glorious liberty, giving GOD their whole heart,

rejoicing evermore, praying without ceafing, and in every

thing giving thanks. But it is pad. They now are (horn of

their ftrength^ and become like other men. Perhaps

they do not give up their confidence
;

they ftil! have a fenfe.

of his pardoning love. But even this is frequently afTault r

ed by doubts and fears, fo that they hold \\ WUh a trerr;,

bhng hand.

13. " Nay this (fay fome pious and fenuble men) is the

very thing which we contend for. We grant, it may pleafe

GOD, to make fome of his children for a time unfpeaka-

bly holy and happy. We will not deny, that they may en-

joy all the holinefs and happinefs which you fpeak of. But

it is orjly for a time : GOD never defigned, that it mould

continue to their lives' end. Confequently fin is only fuf-

•pended; it is net deftrayed."
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This you affirm. But it is a thing of fo deep importance,

that it cannot be allowed without clear and cogent proof.

And where is the proof? We know that in general the gifts and

callings of GOD are without repentance. He docs not repent

of any gifts which he hath bellowed upon the children of

men. And how does the contrary appear, with regard to

this particular gift of GOD ? Why mould we imagine, thai

Le will make an exception, with refpe£f. to the molt preci-

ous ol all his gifts on this fide heaven ? Is he not as ablt

to give it us always, as to give it once ? as able to give it

for fii'ty years, as for one day ? and how can it be proved
9

that he is not willing to continue this his loving-kindnefs ?

How is this fuppofilion, that he is not willing, confident

with the pofitive aiTertion of the apoflie ? Who after ex-

horting the Chriftians at Theffalomca, and in them all Chrifti-

ans in all ages, to rejoice evermore, pray zuithout ceafng, and

in every thing give thanks, immediately adds (as if on pur-

pofe to anfwer thofe, who denied, not the power\ but the

triti of GOD to work this in them) For this is the will of

GOD concerning you in Chrifl Jefus. Nay, and it is re-

markable, that after he had delivered that glorious promife

ffuch it properly is) in the twenty third verfe, Tks very

GOD of peace fhall fantlify you wholly, and the whole ofyo&

Vio it is in the original) the /pint, the foul, and the body,

Jhall be preftrvtd blamtlfs unto the coming of the Lord Jejus

Chrifl : he adds again, Faithful is he that hath called you,,

who alfo will do it. He will not only fan&ify you wholly,

but will preferve you in that (Lite, until he comes to receive

you unto himfelf.

14. Agreeably to this, is the plain matter of fa6t. Se-

veral perfons have enjoyed this blefling, without anv inter-

ruption for many years. Several enjoy it at this day. And
not a few have enjoyed it unto their death, as they have de^

clared with their latefl breath
;
calmly witnefling, that GOD

had faved them from all fin, till their fpirit returned to

GOD.
15. As to the whole head of bbjeclions taken from expe-

rience, I defire it may be oblerved farther, either the per*

(oaf
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fons objected to, have attained Chriftian perfection, or they

have not. If they have not, whatever objections are brought

againft them, flrike wide of the mark. For they are not the

perfons we are talking of : therefore whatever they are or do,

is befide the queftion. But if they have attained it, if they

anfwer the defcription given under the nine preceding arti-

cles, no reafonable objection can lie againft them. They
are fuperior to all cenfure. And every tongue that rifeth up

againft them, will they utterly condemn,

16. " But I never law one" (continues the objector) "that

anfv/ered my idea of perfection." It may be fo. And it is

probable (as I obferved elfewhere) you never wilh For your

idea includes abundantly too much : even freedom from

thofe infirmities, which are not feparable from a fpirit that

is connected with flelh and blood. But if you keep to the

account that is given above, and allow for the weaknefs of

human underftanding, you may fee at this day undeniable in«

ftances of genuine, fcriptural perfection.

III. 1. It only remains, in the third place, to expoOulate

a little with the oppofers of this perfection.

Now permit me to afk, Why are you fo angry with thofe

who profefs to have attained this ? and fo mad (I cannot give

it any fofter title) againft Chriftian perfection? againft the

mod glorious gift which GOD ever gave to the children of

men upon earth ? View it in every one of the preceding

points of light, and fee what it contains that is either odi-

ous or terrible : that is calculated to excite either hatred or

fear, in any reafonable creature.

What rational objection can you have, to the loving the

Lord your GOD with all your heart ? Why mould ycu have

any averfion to it ? Why mould you be afraid of it ? Would

it do you any hurt ? Would it leffen your happinefs, either

in this world or the world to come ? And why fhould you

be unwilling, that others mould give him their whole heart ?

Or that they fhould love their neighbours as themfelves ?

Yea, as Chrift hath loved us ? Is this deteftable ? Is it the

proper object of hatred ? Or is it not the moft amiable thing

under
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under the fan ? Is it proper to move terror ? Is it not ra-

ther defirable in the higheft degree ?

2. Why are you Fo averfe to having in you the whole

mind which was in Ckrift Jfus? All the affeclions, all the

tempers and difpofitions which were in him, while he dwelt

among men ? Why fhould you be afraid of this ? Would it be

any worfe for you, were GOD to work in you this very

hour, all the mind that was in him ? If not, why fhould

you hinder others from feeking this bleffing? Or be difpleafed

at thofe who think they have attained it ? Is any thing more

lovely ? Any thing more to be defired by every child of man ?

3. Why are you averfe to having the vtho\z fruit of tht

Spirit? Love, joy, peace, long-fuffering, meeknefs, gentle-

nefs : fidelitv, goodnefs, temperance ? Why fhould you be

afraid of having all thefc planted in your inrooft foul ? As

againjl thefe there is no law, fo there cannot be any reafon-

able objection. Surely nothing is more defirable, than that

all thefe tempers mould take deep root in your heart : nay,

in the hearts of all that name the name of Chirfl : yea, of all

the inhabitants of the earth.

4. What reafon have you to be afraid of, or to entertain

any averfion to, the being renewed in the whole image of him

that created you. ? Is not this more defirable than anv thinj

under heaven ? Is it not confummately amiable ? What can

you wifh for in companfon of this, either for your own foul,

or for thofe for whom you entertain the ltrongeft and ten-

dered: affection ? And when you enjoy this, what remains,

but to be changed from glory to glory, by the Spirit if the

Lord?

5. Why mould you be averfe to univerfal holinefs ? The
fame thing under another name. Why fhould you enter-

tain any prejudice againll this, or look upon it with appre-

henfion, whether you underfland by that term the being in-

wardly conformed to the whole image and will of God ; or

an outward behaviour, in every point fuitabie to that con-

formity ? Can you conceive any thing more amiable than

this ? Any thing more defirable ? Set prejudice afide, and

furely you will defue to fee it diffiued over ali the earth.

Vol. II. 3 C 6.1s
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6. Is perie&iori (to vary the expreflion) the beingJahm*

fed throughout in jpint, foul and body? What lover of

GOD and man can be averfe to this, or entertain frightful

apprehenfions of it ? Is it not in your belt moments your

defire to be all of apiece? All confident with yourfelf ?

" All faith, all meeknefs, and all love ?" And fuppofe yoti

were once pcfFelr. of this glorious liberty, would not you

wifll to continue therein ? 7"o be preferved blamelefs tints

the coming of our Lord Jfus Ckrift ?

j. For what caufe mould you that are children of GOD,
be averfe to or afraid of prefenting yourfelves, your fouli

and bodies, as a living facrifice, holy, acceptable to GOD?
to GOD your creator, your redeemer, your fanclifier ? Cari

any thing be more defirable than this entire felf-dedicatidn

to him ? And is it not your wifh that all mankind mould

unite iti this reajunable, Jhv'ice ? Surely no one can be averfe

to this, without being ah enemy to all mankind.

8. And why fhould you be ahaid of or averfe to what is

naturally implied in this ? Namely, the offering lip all our

thoughts, and words, and aclions, as a fpiritual facrifice to

GOD, acceptable to him through the blood and interccflion

of his well-beloved Son ? Surely you cannot deny that this

is good and profitable to men, as well as pleating to GOD.
Should you not then devoutly pray, that both you and all

mankind, may thus woh'hip him in fpirit and in truth
1

?

9. Suffer me to aIk one quefiion more. Why fhould

any man of reafon and religion, be either afraid of, or averfe

to, falvation from all fin ? Is not fin the greateft evil on this

fide hell ? And if fo, does it not naturally follow, that an

entire deliverance from it is one of the greateft bleflings on

this fide heaven ? How earneflly then fhould it be prayed

for by all the children of GOD ? By fin I mean, l<
a vo-

luntary trahfgrefiion of a known law." Are you averfe tci

being delivered from this ? Are you afraid of fuch a deliver

ranee ? Do you then love fin, that you are fo unwilling to

part with it ? Surely no. You do not love either the devil

or his works. You rather wifh to be totally delivered from

them 5 to have fin rooted out both of your life and your

heart. 10. 1 have
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10. I have frequently obferved, and not without furprife,

that the oppofers of perfection are more vehement a^ainft it

when it is placed in this view, than in any other whatfo-

ever : they will allow all you fay of the love of GOD and

man ; of the mind which was in Chrift, of the fruit of the

Spirit, of the image of GOD, of univerfal holinefs, of en-

tire feif-dedication, of fanctification in fpirit, foul, and bo-

dy : yea, and of the offering up all our thoughts, words,

and actions, as a facrince to GOD. All this they will al-

low, fo we will allow un, a Uitic fin, to remain in us till

death.

n. Pray compare this with that remarkab:^ paffage in

John Bunyans Holy War. When Irumanud, fays he, had

driven Diabolus and all his forces out of the city of 2Aanfuul%

Diubolns preferred a petition to lmmanud, that he might

have only a fmail pai\ cl the city. When this was reject-

ed, he begged to have only a little room within the walls.

But Immanuel. anfwered, " K_e mould have no place in it at

all, no, not to reft the fole of his foot."

Had not the good old man forgot himfelf ? Did not the

force of truth fo prevail over him here, as utterly to over-

turn his own fyflem ? To aflert perfection in the cleareft

manner ? For if this is not fajvatioo from fin, 1 cannot tell

what is.

12. " No," fays a great man, " this is the error of errors:

I hate it from my heart. I purfne it through all the world

with fire and fword." Nay, why fo vehement ? Do you

[erionfly think there is no error under heaven equal to this ?

Here is fomething which I cajinot underfland. Why are

thofe that oppofe falvation from fin, few excepted, fo eager?

I had almoft faid furious ? Are you fighting pro aris &focis ?

For GOD and your country ? For all you have in the world ?.

For all that is near and dear unto you ? For your liberty ?

Your life ? In GOD's name, why are you fo fond of fin ?

What good has it ever done vou ? What good is it ever like-

ly to do, either in this world or in the world to come ? And
;vhy are you fo violent againft thofe that hope for deliver-

ance from it ? Have patience with us, if we are in an error :

yea,



388 THE EXPERIENCE OF ELIZABETH JACKSON".

yea, fufFer us to enjoy our error. If we mould not attain

it, the very expectation of this deliverance gives us prefent

comfort : Yea, and minillers ftrength, to refill thofe ene-

mies which we expecl. to conquer. IF you could perfuade us

to defpair of that victory, we fhould give over the contefh'

Now we are faved by hbpe : from this very hope a degree

of falvation fprings. Be not angry at thofe who are

Felices errore fuo :

Happy in their mifTake. Elfe, be their opinion right or

wrong, your temper is undeniably finful : bear then with Mr,

as we do with you : and fee whether the Lord will not de-

liver us ? Whether he is not able, yea, and willing to fave

them to the uttermoft that come unto GOP through him ?

Tunbridge-V/dls, Ike. 6, 1784,

TIT E EXPERIENCE OF

ELIZABETH JACKSON.

June 18, 1764.

T Am not undei flood, for want of knowing how to explain

A. myfelf, This caufes fume to fay, my experience is not

fcriptural, becadfe I have no complaints. But I know, I

am approved of GOD eveiy moment. I find my nature is

changed
;
my heart is fprinkled from an evil confeience,

and clean fed from all unris-hteoufnefs. GOD has wafhed

me with pure water, and I find, all I do or fay is fanftify-

ed. But when I fay, I am perfectly happy, lacking nothing,

many are offended. They afk me if I want no more faith :

and I know not how to anfwer them. But I feel the ato-

ning blood ol Cfarift applied to me every moment. This cau-

fes my joys to flow as a river, and makes me rejoice ever-

more, pray without ceafmg, and in every thing give thanks.

I find
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I find my foul in one continual flame. I have liberty of

fpirit : Chrift has freed me frcrn every entanglement below:

Chrift fits on my heart, and feeds my foul, and confumes

aH my enemies. I find nothing within, but a fwect fereni-

ty and harmony of love. My reft is in GOD : my heart

is ftaved, and my life is one continual looking up to him.

The Spirit is quick and powerful, and teftifies that the work

is finilhed. My evidence of it is as clear as the fun in the

firmament. I fee myfelf and my performances lefs than no-

thing ; but GOD looks upon me in Chrift. I find" my
every aft, word, thought, is love." My every breath

afcends to the throne of grace, and returns pure to my heart.

My foul is watered every moment : the Spirit afcendeih and

defcendeth, and ceafeth not. My heart is as wax before

the .fire, ready to be diflblved and be no more. The glo-

rious weight of the power of GOD fhakes this earthly ta-

bernacle. Every finew is as unftrung : every cord unloofed :

my body ftands as in a totter. A little more of the fire of

GOD's love, and it will drive the fpirit hence. I thirft for

nothing but to fee GOD. Yet my joys increafe and abound,

and are maintained every moment, I know not how; only it is

by faith in the Son of GOD. He is ever with me ; therefore

nothing difcompofes my mind ; but mould he withdraw, I

fhould faint. For I have no ftrength : and I rely on no-

thing but the promifes of GOD : who, I believe, has faved

my foul, and will fave me for ever.
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IN the evening, while I was declaring that Jefus Chrifl

had given himftlf a ranfomfor all, three perfons a! moil

at once, funk down as dead, having all their fins fet in

array before them. But in a fhort time they were raifed

up, and knew that tht Lamb of GOD who taketk away the

fin of the world, had taken away their fins.

Sunday 13. I began expounding in the morning, the

xiiith chapter of the firft epiftle to the Corinthians. At

Hannam I farther explained the promife given by faith ;

as I did alfo at Rofe-green. At Clfton it pleafed GOD to

aflift: me greatly, in fpeaking on thofe words, He that drink-

eth of this water fall thirfi again; but wlwfo drinketh of

the water that I fhall give him, fall never thirf : But the

water which Ifall give himfall be in him a well of water,

fpringing up into everlafing'life.

My ordinary employment (in public) was now as follows:

Every morning I read prayers and preached at Newgate.

Every evening I expounded a portion of fcripture, at one.,

or more of the focieties. On Monday in the afternoon I

preached abroad near Brifol; on Tmfday at Bath and Two

mile-hill alternately. On Wedneflay at Baptif-mills. Eve-

ry other Thurfday near Pennsford. Every other Friday in

another part of Kingswood. On Saturday in the afternoon

and Sunday morning, in the Bowling-green (which lies near

the middle of the city.) On Sunday at eleven near Hannam-

Mount. At two at Clifton, and at five on Rofe-grccn. And
hitherto, as my day is, fo myfrength hath been.

Tuefday 1,5. As I was expounding in the Back-lane, on

the righteoufnefs of the Scribes and Pharifees, many who

bad before been righteous in their own eyes, abhorred

themfelvec
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t^emfelves as in duft and afhes. But two, who feemed

to be more deeply convinced than the reft, did not long

forrow as men without hope; but found in that hour, that

they had an advocate with the Father, Jefus Chrift the right-

eous: As did three others in Gloucefier-lane the evening be-

fore, and three at Baldwinflreet this evening. About ten,

two who after having feen a great light, had again reafon-

ed themfelves into darknefs, came to us heavy laden. We
cried to GOD, and they were again fdled xvith peace and

joy in believing.

Wcdnefday l6. While I was declaring at Baptifl-mills%

He was ' wounded for our tranfgrefforts > a middle aged man
began violently beating his breaft, and crying to him by

whojeJlripes we are healed. During our prayer, GOD put

a new fong in his mouth. Some mocked, and others own-

ed the hand of GOD. Particularly a woman of Baptijl-

mills, who was now convinced of her own want of an ad-

vocate With GOD, and went home full of anguifh, but was

in a few hours filled with joy, knowing he had blotted out

ell her tranfgrefjions.

[Continued at page 435.]
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fy r
A ^HE propofal was as follows. " Our national de*

JL pravity turns greatly on thefe two hinges, The
profanation of the Lord's day, and the neglecl of the educa-

tion oF children. Till fome way is found of flopping up

thefe two great inlets of wickednefs, we muft expect to fee

our workhoufes filled with aged parents, forfaken by their

prodigal children, with wives forfaken by their faitbl^fs huf-

bandSj and with the wretched offspring of lewd wsmen, and

diunke**
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drunken men. Nay, we may expect to fee the gaols and

and even the gallows largely flocked (to the perpetual re-

proach of our nation) with unhappy wretches, ready to fall

a facrifice to the laws o{ their country. 11
It is a common

obfervation (fays Dr. Gibfon, late bifhop of London) that pub-

lic criminals, when they come to their unhappy end, and

make their dying declarations to the world, generally charge

the fmful courfes in which they have lived, to the neglecl

and abuft of the Lord's day, as the firft occafion of leading

them into all other wickednefs. And confidering how fre-

quently thefe dc clarations are repeated, and how many other

inftances of the fame kind, though iefs public, are notori-

ous enough to thofe who will obferve them
;

they may well

be a warning to us, to confider a religious obfervation of

the Lord's day as the beft preservative of virtue and religion,

and the neglect and profanation of it as the greateft inlet to

vice and wickednefs."

6. " A pious clergyman farther obferves, The want of

education in children, is one of the principal caufes of the

mifery of families, cities and nations ;
ignorance, vice and

mifery being conftant companions. The hardeft heart muft

melt at. the melancholy fight of fuch a number of children,

both male and female, who live in grofs ignorance and ha-

bitual profanation of the Lord's day. What crouds fill the

ftreets and fields, tempting each other to idlenefs, lewdnefs,

and every other fpecies of wickednefs ? Is it any wonder

we mould have fo many undutiful children, unfaithful ap-

prentices, difobedient fervants, untrufly workmen, difloyal

fubjecls, and bad members of fociety ? Whence fo much
rapine, fornication and blafphemy ? Do not all thefe evils

center in ignorance and contempt of the Lord's day ? And
{hall we do nothing to check thefe growing evils ?

7 " Pei fons concerned for the welfare of the next gene-

ration, and well-wifhers to church and ftate, have already

fet us a fair example in Stroud, Glouczfler, Birmingham,

Mancfcfler, Leeds, Brftol, and many country par ifhes. They

have attempted to Fernedy thefe evils by felting up Sunday-

fchools, which by keeping children from corrupting one ano-

ther,
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ther, by promoting their attendance on divine worfhip, and

by planting the firft principles of ufsful knowledge in their

minds and of piety in their hearts, bid fair for a public re-

formation of their manners, and for nipping in the bud the

ignorance and impiety which is every where fo common

among the lower and more numerous clafles of people."

8. The propofals concerning Sunday-fchools in the parift*

of Made ley\ were as follows :

I. It is propofed, That Sunday-fchools be fet up in this,

parifli, for fuch children as are employed all the week, and

for thofe whofe education has been hitherto totally ne-

glefted.

II. That the children admitted into thefe, be taught read-

ing, writing, and the principles of religion.

III. That there be a ichool for boys and another for girls,

in Madeley, Madtky-Wood^ and Coalbrook-DaU, fix in all.

IV. That a fubfcription be opened, to pay each teacher

one {hilling per Sunday, and to buy tables, forms, books,

pens and ink.

V. That two treafurers be appointed to afk and receive

the contributions of the fubferibers.

VI. That whoever fubferibes one guinea a year mail be

a governor.

VII. That three or four infpeclors be appointed, who are

to vifit the fchools once a week, to fee that the children at-

tend regularly, and the matters do their duty.

VIII. That a book be provided, for fetting down all re-

ceipts and expences ; and another, for the names of the

teachers and the fcholars.

IX. That the fchools be folemnly vifited once or twice

a year: and a premium given to the children that have made

the greateft improvement.

9. As to the fuccefs of his unwearied labours, although

he was much difcouraged when he firft returned from abroad,

finding fo many of thofe who had once run well, grown

weary and faint in their mind : yet it was not long before

he found frelh caufe to rejoice, and to know, that GOD
was with him of a truth. It was not long before he ob-

Vol. II. 2 D ferved
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ferved that a general reformation had taken place in the pg-

rifh. And it was not only an outward reformation, evert

of many that had been notorious for all manner of wicked-

nefs, but an inward alio
;
many, bolh young and old, hav-

ing learned to worihip (WD in Jpuit and in truth. A con-

fiderable number of thefe ilill mourn, as fheep bereaved of

their mepherd. And yet one cannot doubt, but a Hill larger-

company of his own children have hailed him on the celeilial

lhore. But the feafon is coming, when all fecrets fhall be

laid open ; and all the jewels of his crown (hall be made
manifeft in that day.

10. One inftance of the fuccefs of his rniniftry he men-

tioned fome years fince at Briflol. " One Sunday," faid

hej il when 1 had done reading prayers at Madeley, I went

up into the pulpit, intending to preach a fermon, which 1

had prepared for that purpofe. But my mind was fo con-

fufed, that I could not recollect, either my text or any part

of my fermon. I was afraid I mould be obliged to come

down without faying any thing. But having recollecled

myfelf a little, I thought I would fay fomething oh the firft

Jeifon, which was the third chapter of Daniel, containing

the account of the three children caft into the fiery furnace :

I found in doing it fuch an extraordinary afliltahce from

GODj and fuch a peculiar enlargement of heart, that I fup-

pofed there muff be fome peculiar caufe for it. I therefore

defired, if any of the congregation found any thing particu-

Jar, they would acquaint me with it in the enfuing week.

" In confequence of this, the Wednefday after, a woman
came, and gave me the following account. I have been

for fome time much concerned about niy foul ; I have" at-

tended the church at all opportunities, and have fpent much
time in private prayer. At this my hufband (who is a

butcher) has been exceedingly enraged, and threatened me
feverely what he would do, if I did not leave off going to

John Fletcher's church : yea, if I dared to go any more to

any religious meetings whatfoever. When I told him, 1

could not in confeience refrain from going, at leaf! to our

parifh church, he grew quite outrageous, and fwore dread-

fully
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fullv, if I went any more, be would cut my throat as foon

as 1 came home. This made me cry mightily to GOD,
that he would fupport me in the trying hour. And though

I did not feel any great degree of comfort, yet having a fute

confidence in GOD, I determined to go on in my duty, and

leave the event to him. Laft Sunday, after many ftruggies

with the devil and my own heart, I came down flairs ready

for church. My hufband afked me, whether I was refolved

to go thither ? I told him I was. Well then, faid he, I

mall not (as I intended) cut your throat, but I will heat the

oven and throw you into it, the moment you come home.

Notwithstanding this threatening, which he enforced with

many bitter oaths, I went to church, praying all the way,

chat GOD would itrengthen me to fufler whatever might be-

fal me. While you were fpeaking of the three children

whom Ncbuchadnszzdr caft into the burning fiery furnace,

1 found it all belonged to and GOD applied every word

to my heart. And when the ferraon was ended, I thought,

if I had a thoufand lives, I could lay them all down for GOD.
I fell my whole foul fo filled with his love, that I battened

home fully determined to give myfelf to whatfocver GOD
pleafed : nothing doubting, but that either he would take me
to heaven, if he fufFered me to burn to death, or that he

would Come way deliver me, even as he did his threeftrvants

that try/led in Jam. When I got almofl to our own dcor,

I faw the flames i fining out of the mouth of the oven. And
I expected nothing elfe, but that I mould be thrown into it

immediately. 1 felt my heart rejoice, that if it were To, the

will of the Lord would be done. I opened the door, and to

my utter affonifhment faw my hufband upon his knees,

wreflling with GOD in prayer for the forgivenefs of his fins.

He caught me in his arms, earneflly begged m£ pardon, and
lias continued diligently feeking GOD ever fince. I now
know why my fermon was taken from me, namely, that

GOD might thus magnify his mercy."

n. Many were the dangers he went through in the

courfe of his miniflry; but the Lord delivered him out of

all.
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all. One of thefe Mrs. Fletcher relates in the following

words,

" My hufband having appointed to preach one Sunday

at a church about fourteen miles off, I felt fome concern

for his riding fo far, and doing the whole Sunday's duty

twice: efpecially as it was neceffary for him to return home
the fame night. The evening being exceeding dark and

wet, I was ftrongly led to commend him to GOD in pray-

er. While I was doing this, it was fuggefted to me, that

his horfe was fallen, and had thrown him over his head :

and the whole fcene appeared to be clearly reprefented be-

fore my eyes. " My GOD," faid I, " he is rhine. His

life, his limbs, his health are all thine! I commit him to

thee by faith." Immediately that word was intpreft on my
heart, The righteous is m the hand of the Lord: and there

Jhall no evil touch kirn* And it filled my foul with fuch a

fweetnefs, that I could feel no fear. The night was un-

commonly bad, which occafioned many friends to continue

with me, And while they expreffed their great uneafmefs

at his flaying two hours longer than we could well account

for, I was obliged to hide the calmnefs I felt by filence,

left fome mould have fuppofed it infenubility.^ At laft he

came well, and praifing GOD; but atked for water to w7afh

himfelf, becaufe his horfe had fallen, and, thrown him with

great force over his head. Yet, glory be to GOD, he

was no way hurt, except having a little fkin grazed from

one of his fingers. As he fet the Lord always before him,

fo he found his help in every time of need."

12. The laying the foundation of the Sunday-fchools at

Mad-ley, was the laft public work in which he was employ-

ed. But as the liberal man is ever deviling liberal things,

he had feveral plans in his mind tor preserving a great num-

ber of defolate children, brought up only to beg and fteal.

Such this populous parifh, (and indeed mod others) afford

in great abundance. He had likewife propofed writing va-

* Nay, I would have proclaimed it aloud* giving the glory to GOD, for the

fonfoi't of all that were prefent. •'

rious
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rious little tracts* for the ufe of the fchools. But he who

cannot err, faw good to call his fervant hence to enjoy>, ra-

ther than leave him here to do andftffer.

CHAP. IX.

His Charatler.

4. T Am fenfible, it is the method of almcfl: all writers,

JL to place the character of a man at the eonclufien ci

his life. But there feems to be a particular r:^fon for va-

rying from the ufual practice in this place. The death of

Mr. Fletcher (hardly tp be paralleled in the prefent centu-

ry) was fo uncommon a difplay of the power and goodnefs

of GOD in behalf of his highly favoured fervant, that it is

not proper for any thing to come after it. It muft needs

therefore clofe the whole account.

2. From even the imperfect account, which has been

given of this great and good man, any decerning perfon

may with very Jittle difficulty extract his character. In ge-

neral, it is eafy to perceive, that a more excellent man has

not appeared in the church for many ages. It is true, in

feveral ages, and in feveral countries, many men have ex-

celled in particular virtues and graces. But who can point

outnn any age or nation, one that fo highly excelled in

all ? One that was enabled in fo large a meafure to put on

the whole armour ofGOD ? Yea, fo put on Chrift, as to

perfecl holinefs in thefear of GOD,
3. Yet there is a peculiar difficulty in giving a full ac-

count of either his life or character, becaufe we have fcarce

any light from himfelf. He was upon all occafions very

uncommonly referved in fpeaking of himfelf, whether in

writing or converfation. He hardly ever faid any thing

concerning himfelf, unlefs it flipped from him unawares*

And among the great number of papers which he has left,

there

* 1 do not regret his not writing thofe tra&s: becaufe I defpair of feeing any i«

the. Engiifh tongue fuperior to thofe tracts from Abbe Fleury and Mr. Po:ret, pub-
limed under the title of" Inftructions for children." 1 have never yet feen any
thing comparable to them, either for depth of fenfe, or plainncfs of language.
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there is fcarce a page, (except that Angular account of hi,:

converfion to GOD) relative either to his owq inward ex-

perience, or the tranfaclions of his life. So that the moft

of the information we have, is gathered up, either from

fhort hints fcattered up and down in his letters, from what

he had occafionally dropped among his friends, or from

what one and another remembered concerning him. Here-

in he did not attend to that wife remark of the ancient wri-

ters, (exactly agreeable to various pafiages that occur in the

canonical fcriptures) It is good to conceal thefecrets ofa king*

but to declare the loving-kindnefs of the Lord.

4. This defect was indeed in fome meafure fupplied, by

the intire intimacy which fubfifted between him and Mrs.

Fletcher. He did not willingly, much lefs delignedly, con-

ceal any thing from her. They had no fecrets with regard

to each other, but had indeed one houfe, one purfe, and ono

heart. Before her it was his invariable rule, to think aloud;

always to open the window in his breaft. And to this we
are indebted for the knowledge of many particulars, which

mutt otherwife have been buried in oblivion.

5. But whatever the materials were, however compleat

our informations, yet I am thoroughly fenfible of my own
inability to draw fuch a portrait as Mr. Fletcher deferves.

I have no turn at all for panegyric : I have never accuftorn-

ed myfelf to it, It gives me therefore no fmall fatisfaciion

to find, that this is in a great meafure done to my hands.

The piclure is already drawn ; and that by no mean pencil.

All then which I fhall attempt is, to retouch Mrs. Fletch-

er s obfervations, and now and then to add a few articles,

either from my own knowledge or from the information of

others,

9. The following are moftly her own words, for where

they are clear and expreffive, as they generally are, I dq

not think it right to alter them for altering fake.

" Whatever he might be with regard to charity, faid fhe,

he was no lefs eminent for his fpirit of faith. Indeed he

was not fo much led by fights or impreffions (which many

sniftake for faith) as abundance of people have been ;
but by

a fteady,
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6 Heady, firm reliance upon the love and truth and faithful*

nefs of GOD. His ardent defire was, fo to believe, as to

be a partaker of all the great and precious promifes : to be

a witnefs of all that mind which was in Chrift Jcfus. And
being confcious that he mud be crucified with his Mailer, or

never reign with him, he gave himfelf up to him, whom he

continually fet before him, to lie in his hand as the paflivt

clay. He would often fay, * It is my bufinefs in all events^

to hang upon the Lord, with a fure truft and confidence

that he will order all things in the befl time and manner.

Indeed it would be nothing to be a believer, nay, in truth,

there would be no room for faith, if every thing were feen

here. But againfl hope to believe in hope, to have a full

confidence in that unfeen power, which fo mightily fup*

ports us in all our dangers and difficulties, this is the believ-

ing which is acceptable to GOD.' Sometimes when I have

expreffed fome apprehenfion of an approaching trial, he

would anfwer, I do not doubt but the Lord orders all : there-

fore I leave every thing to him. In outward dangers, if

Ihcy were ever fo great, he feemed to know no fhadow of

fear. When I was fpeaking once concerning a danger, to

which we were then particularly expofed, he anfwered, I

know GOD always gives his angels charge concerning us :

therefore we are equally fafe every where.

Not lefs eminent than his faith was his humility. Amidft a'f

his laying himfelf out for GOD, and for the good of fouls,

he ever preferved that fpecial grace, the making no account

of his own labours. He held himfelf and his own abilities

in very low efteem ; and feemed to have that word continu*

ally before his eyes, " I am an unprofitable fervant." And
this humility was fo rooted in him, as to be moved by no

affront. I have feen many, even of the mod provoking kind,

offered him ; but he received them as his proper portion :

being fo far from defiring the honour which Cometh of men,

that he took pleafure in being little and unknown. Perhaps

it might appear from fome paffages of his life, that in tbU
he even leaned to an extreme. For genuine humility doe^

not require, that *ny man &ouM defin to be defpifc<L Nay'

we
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we arc to avoid it, fo far as we poflibly can, confidently v*ith

a good confcience ; for that direction, Let no man defpifc

thee, concerns every man as well as Timothy.

" It is rare to meet with an eminent perfon that can

bear an equal. But it was his choice and delight, to pre-

fer every one to himfelf. And this he did in fo free and

eafy a manner, that in him it appeared perfectly natural.

He never willingly fuffered any unkindnefs fhewh to him
to be mentioned again ; and if it was, he generally anfwer-

ed. " O let it drop ; we will offer it in filence to the Lord.'
1

And indeed the beft way of bearing croffes, is to cOnfecratc

all in filence to GOD.
" From this root of humility fprung fuch a patience, as I

wi(h I could either defcribe or imitate. It produced in him

a moft ready mind, which embraced every crofs with ala-

crity and pleafure. For the good of his neighbour, nothing

feemed hard, nothing wearifome. Sometimes I have been

grieved to call him out of his ftudy two or three times in

an hour: efpecially when he was engaged in compofing fome

ot his deepeil: works. But he would anfwer, with his ufual

fweetnefs, " O my dear, never think of that. It matters

not, if we are but always ready to meet the will of GOD.'*

It is conformity to the will of GOD that alone makes an

employment excellent. He never thought any thing too

mean, but fin ; he looked on nothing elfe as beneath his

character. If he overtook a poor man or woman on the

road with a burden too heavy for them, he did not fail to

offer his afliftance to bear part of it. And he would not

eafily take a denial. This therefore he has frequently done.

" In bearing pain he was moft exemplary, and continued

more and more fo to the laft. Nor in the moft humbling

part of the miniftry, was his coming down to the capacities of

the ignorant the leaft excellency. Neverthelefs he had a moft

refolute courage in the reproving of fin. To daring finners

he was a fon of thunder ; and no worldly confideralions were

regarded, whenever he believed GOD had given him a mef-

fege to deliver to any of them.

[Continued at page 443.]
THE
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TUESDAY 29. At Mr. Sinclair's, found great peace ol

mind, and, thanks be to GOD, had power in preach-

ing, though the people were dead and flupid. The next day

at Mr. Chamberlains, I had many people, and preached with

freedom ; then went to Galloway 's, where we had great con*

fol aticn.

January 1, 1773. My body has been weak for fome time,

hut my mind has enjoyed a good degree of peace; and I have a

ftrong defire to be kept in the meeknefs of Jefus Chrift.

My heart has been affecled by reading, lately, part of Sew-

f/'s hiftory of the Quakers. How great was the fpirit of per-

fection in New-England, when fome were imprifoned, fome

had their ears cut off, and fome were hanged ! O that our

GOD would arife, and bow the nations to himfelf

!

January 2. After preaching to feveral people, at John
Murray's, a new place, then rode back to Mr. Colegates, and

preached in the evening.

January 3. Rode to Baltimore and had a large congrega-

tion at the houfe of Captain Patten, at the Point. Many
of the principal people were there ; and the Lord enabled me
to fpeak with freedom and power. At night, I preached in

town. The houfe was well filled with people, and we have

a comfortable hone the work of the Lord will revive in this

place. Blefs the Lord, O ye faints! Holinefs is the element

of my foul. My earner! prayer is, that nothing contrary

to holinefs may live in me.

Monday 4. Rode to S. Stevenfons, found life in my foul,

and was much arTetted in preaching to the people. Then
met and regulated the clafs. Tuefday 5. They were kind

enough to offer me the court-hoiife in town ; but judging

Vol.. II, 3 E it.
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it unfit, I preached in another houfe ; then met the fociett

and fettled a clafs of men. Wed. 6. We had a pretty good

gathering at N. P— 's, about 6 miles from town. Then

rode back to town, and after preaching with comfort in the

evenings I formed a clafs of women,

Thurfday 7. Rofe with a determination to live more to

GOD. Preached twice in the country, met two clalfes and

fettled them as well as 1 could. The clafs at Mr. Sim??is's

were lively and had the power of GOD among them. They

were the fruit of Nathan P— 's labours, and many of them

could give a good account of their experience.

Friday* 8. My mind is fixed on GOD. I both defiie

and purpofe to exercife falling, prayer and faith. After

fome exercife of mind, the Lord enabled me to preach with

life and power at Mr. Merryman's, from thefe words, Be

not ye partakers with them. I (hewed Firft, whom the words

were fpoken to. Secondly, with whom they were not to be

partakers. Thirdly, how they were not to partake with

them, viz. In fpirit—in judgment—in practice.

Lord's day, January 10. Many people attended at Jofepk

Prr/bury's, to whom 1 preached twice, with fome life, and

then went 3 miles into the Neck; and felt much power while

preaching on perfect love. The more I fpeak on this fub-

jeci, the more my foul is filled and drawn out in love. This

doc-trine has a great tendency to prevent people from fettling

on '.heir lees.

Monday 11. Preached with great plainnefs to many peo-

ple ai Daniel Ruff's, and then rode to Mr. Dellam's.

Tuefday 12. Rode to Mojls Brown's, but as they had n»

previous notice, we collected but few. However, I preach-

ed, and afterwards returned to Mr. Dellams, and preached

to his faintly.

Thurfday 13. It was late before I reached Samuel Littens t

and as there was much rain, and fnow, the company was

fftiall. Young Doctor A—s took me home with him. The
young man, with his filler and mother feemed tender, but

his fa f her appeared to be a fliff old man, and I did by no

means like his fpiri^

Friday
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Friday 14. Many people attended preaching at S. F— f
9.

I was (hut up in fpeaking, but found peace in my mind, and

afterwards rode home with friend Pr-jlon.

Saturday 15. Tnis morning, I rofe to glorify GOD, with

a determination to do his will, and that only ; to be wholly

devoted to the Lord, in fpirit, foul and body. Many peo-

ple came to hear the word oi life to-day, though it was very-

cold.

Lord's day 16. Preaching to-day, at friend Pre/ton's, on

the barren fig-tree, I firft (hewed that it was applicable to

the Jews, and fecondly to the Protefiant church ; at the

fame time defcribed the barren fig-tree as—one without

leaves—or, one without bloflbms— or, one without fruit

—

or, one that did not bear fo much fruit as another might

bear.—I then rode to J. Dd!a>ns, and preached to his fa-

mily with a few others. On Mondav, but few people at-

tended at Bond's ; and in the evening I preached at Mr.

Dukes, but was (hut up. The next day many country-peo-

ple came to hear the word at Jeppa, though but few from

the town. There are about forty houfes in this town, ami

it (lands on a neck of land near the water ; but the people

feem to be buried in trade, fenfualitv and fuperflition.

Wednefday 19. The weather being cold, there were but

few at James Baker's ; nevertheless I preached and found

peace, power and love— If Ifrael be not gathered, yet I

hope to be the Lord's.

Tuefday 20. After preaching with liberty at Mr. Cham-

berlains, I went to Aquilla Galloway 's, and found life \n

preaching there. The next day, at John Murray's, I preach-

ed to a ftupid company, and then rode to John Colegates^

where I was favoured with liberty in difpenfmg the bleiTed

word. My foul felt life alfo in the evening at Jofliua Owen's.

How pleafant and profitable it is to feel Spiritual life in pub-

lic exercifes ! Saturday I rode to Baltimore and had a large

congregation.

Lord's day 23. I preached twice at the Point, and once

in town. On Monday my heart felt great forrow. This

day
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day I wrote to my mother, and in the evening found great

confolatiqn.

Tuefday 25. My mind was wholly given up to GOD,
and I have a great hope that the gofpel will yet fpread in,

this town. On Wednefday there was a moving among the

people while I preached at Nathan Perrigo's ; and after-

wards returning to town, preached in the evening. On
Thurfday I felt power and life in my foul, while preaching

to a large numher of people at Mr. Gatck'z. On Friday I

preached in the Neck and at Joppa.

Saturday 29. Perceiving the great wickednefs of the peo-

ple who were fwearing and drinking in a tavern, great drug-

gies arofe in my mind about preaching there
;
however, I

broke through every difficulty, and felt both life and power

in difpenfing the word among them.

Lord's day 30. This was a day of power and comfort. I

rode to Jfofeph Preflmrys, preached three times and met the

clafles. Many of the people, through grace, were able to

give a good account of their experience.

February 1. 'Was favoured with freedom in preaching to

a number of people at Daniel Ruff's; and my mind has been

kept in purity and peace.

Tuefday 2. Was greatly afTifted in preaching to-day, both

at Swan-Creek and Mr. Bellams. The next morning I

breakfafted with Richard Del!am, and found that he was very

fond of Mr. Lazv's works. He treated me with great kind-

nefs. After preaching and meeting the fociety at the ferry,

I went to J. G~ % a man much talked of for his over-

reaching and unjuft dealing ; but what he is I know not.

In principle he appeared to be a Quaker. He was much
troubled with the gout, which he told me his father had be-

fore him. He faid, his father cured himfelf of the gout by-

milk and moderate diet ; but threw himfelf into a dropfy.

On Thurfday, after preaching at Deer-Creek, I rode to B,

Preftoi£s* My prefent purpofe is to put all the people who

are fit for it i no bands.

Friday Many people attended at Forzvard's, and

my foul was alive in preaching to them. I then rode back

to



T«E JOURNAL OF BISHOP ASBURY. 403

to B. Prejlon's, and put the people into bands as I had de-

figned.

Saturday 6. My mind was calm and ferene this morning.

I preached with fome power, and we had a comfortable

meeting. William Luke, a lad about 16 or 17 years of age,

exhorted the people. He feems to be a promifing youth,

and I gave him a licence to exhort.

Lord's day 7. Some great critics attended at the preach-

ing-houfe to-day, but I preached twice, and fpoke freely.

Monday 8. Though the. weather was very cold, I went

to William Bond's, and enforced on a dull congregation,

thefe awful words of our Lord, What Jliall it profit a man

if he Jliall gain the whole world, and lofe his own foul. I

went afterwards to the widow Bond's, and fpoke clofely to

the girls, who appeared to be fomewhat fei ious.

Tuefday 9. After preaching to more people than ufual

at Aquilla Stamford's, I went to Ba/ier's in the evening,

and both met the clafs and formed fome bands. I aifo

gave them a copy of the proper deed for fecuring their

preaching-houfe.

Wednefday 10. I went to C 's and preached. This

perhaps will be the laft time, for it is a diforderly botrfe,

I then went to Aquilla Galloway's, and preached * sth feme

comfort. There is room to hope that the Lord will do

fomcthing for the people here.

Thurfday 11. The congregation was large at John Mur-

ray's, and I preached with plainnefs and power, fo that

the fleepy people feemed to awake. I then went back to

Colegate's, and preached with fome fatit>faclion ; but Satan

was clofe at my heels
;
however, the Lord gave me power

to refill him.

Friday 12. The Lord enables me to {land faft in the

midft of temptations. My foul porTefles inward and fpiri-

tual power. Many people attended preaching to-day at

Jofhua Given s; I afterwards met the clafs, and then gave an

exhortation in the evening.

Lord's day 14. Many country people came to hear the

word of GOD at the Point; fome came 12 miles before

thofe
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thofe of the town had left their houfes; perhaps before fome
of them had left their beds. I found fome life and pow-
er in preaching both at the Point and in Baltimore.

Monday 15. Rofe this morning with holy thoughts of

GOD; and we had a good time in public worfliip.

Wednefday 17. I preached and met the fociety; and
employed Mr. Moreton to draw up a deed for the boufe in

Gun-powder Ne:k.

Thmfday J 8. Preached with power, both at Nathan
Perrigo's and Mr. Gatch's.

Friday 19. A few people attended at Mr. Merrymanh
;

going afrerwards about 4 miles to Mr. D——
's, I preached

and met the fociety; moil of them appeared to be under a

good work of grace.

Lord's day 21. The weather was excefTively fevere, yet

many people came to hear the word at J. Prejburys. I

rode about 6 or 7 miles to preach in the Neck, but never felt

colder weather. The water froze as it run from the horfe's

nof.rils; and a friend laid, the water froze as it came from

his eyes. However, after preaching to a few people, I re-

turned.

Monday 22. I had 16 miles to ride to preach to a few

people, aud^ more to Jojiah Dellairis to get my dinner. I

have fuffered a little by lodging in open houfes this cold

we her but this is a very fmall thing when compared to.

wh> the ieiii Redeemer fullered for the falvation of precious

fouls.

Tuefday 23. Glory to GOD ! I had peace, and power,

and love.

Wedncfiay 24. After preaching with plainnefs lo a con-

fi derable number of people, I then went to Jojiah Dellams t

where many people attended, and we had a comfortable time.

My old opponent, Mr. Evans, met me here, but be did not

appear fo forward as he had been. I rode thence to Rocky-

run, and preached there with fatisfa£Hon. Mr. Gilts and

his wife treated me with great kindnefs.

Thuifday 25. I had a good time and many people at Mr-

L—'s. Two letters came to hand to-day, one from York*

and
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Rnd one from Philadelphia. They intreat me to return, and

inform me that trouble is at hand. But I cannot fear

while my heart is upiight with GOD. I feek nothing but

Jaim ; and tear nothing but his difpleafure.

[Continued at page 453.]

THOUGHTS upon METHODISM.

i. T AM not afraid, that the people called Meihodifts,

JL mould ever ceafe to exift either in Europe or Amen-
ta. But I am afraid, left they mould exift only as a dead

fe£i, having the form of religion without the power. And
this undoubtedly will be the cafe, unlefs they hold f«ft both

thedoclrine,fpirit and difcipline, with which they firft fet out.

2. What was theip fundamental doctrine? That the bible

was the whole and fole rule both of chr iftian faith and prac-

tice. Hence they learned, 1. That religion is an inward

principle: that it is no other than the mind that was in

Chrift: or in other words, the renewal of the foul after the

image of GOD, in righteoufnefs and true holinefs: 2. That

this can never be wrought in us, but by the power of the

Holy Ghoft : 3. That we receive this and every o:her

blefling, merely for the fake of Chrift; and, 4. 1 hat who-
foever hath the mind that was in Chrift, the fame is our

brother, and filler, and mother.

3. In the year 1729, four young ftudents in Oxford,

agreed to fpend their evenings together. They were all

zealous members of the church of England, and had no pe-

culiar opinions, but were diftingunhed only by their con-

ftant attendance on the church and facrarnen*. In 1735,
they were increafed to fifteen: when the chief of them em-
barked for America, intending to preach to the heathen In-

dians. Methodifm then feemed to die away: but it reviv-

ed again in the year 1738. Efpecially after Mr. V/eJlty

{not being allowed to preach in the churches) began to

preach
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preach in the fields. One and another then coming to en-

quire, what they muft do to be faved ? He defiied them

to meet him all together, which they did, and increafed

continually in number. In November, a large building,

the Foundery, being offered him, he began preaching there-

in, morning and evening; at five in the morning, and fe-

ven in the evening, that the people's labour might not be

hindered.

4. From the beginning, the men and women fat apart,

as they always did in the primitive church. And none were

fuffered to call any place their own, but the firft comers

fat down firft. They had no pews; and all the benches

for rich and poor, were of the fame cbnftru£Hon. Mr.

WeJUy began the fervice with a fhort prayer ; then fung a

hymn and preached, (ufually about half an hour) then fang

a few verfes of another hymn, and concluded with prayer.

His conftant docltine was, falvation by faith, preceded by

repentance, and followed by holinefs.*

But when a large number of people was joined, the

great difficulty was, to keep them together. For they were

continually fcattering hither and thither, and we knew no

way to help it. But GOD provided for this alfo, when

we thought not of it. A year or two after, Mr. We/ley

met the chief of the fociety in Briflol, and enquired, i( How
friall we pay the debt upon the pieaching-houfe ?" Captain

Foy flood up and faid, " Let every one in the fociety give

a penny a week and it will eafily be done." " But many

of them," faid one, " have not a penny to give." "True,"

faid the captam, " then put ten or twelve of them to me.

Let each of thefe give what they can weekly, and I will

fupply what is wanting." Many others made the fame of-

fer. So Mr. Wtjley divided the focieties among them

:

aligning a clafs of about twelve perfons, to each of thefe

who were termed Leaders.

6. Not long after one of thefe informed Mr* Wejlty,

that calling on fuch an one in his houfe, he found him

quarrelling with his wife. Another was found in drink.

It immediately flruck into Mr. Wtjieys mind, this is the

very
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Very thing we wanted. The Leaders arc the perfons, who

may not only receive the contributions, but alio watch over

the fouls of their brethren. The fociety in L&ndon being

informed of this, willingly followed the example of that in

Brijtol. As did every fociety from that time, whether in

Europe or America. By this means it was eafiiy found, if

any grew weary or faint, help was fpecdily adminifiered.

And if any walked diforderly, they were quickly d;t-

covered, and either amended or difmiued.

7. For thofe who knew in whom they had believed, there

was another help provided. Five or fix, either married or

(ingle men, met together at fuch an hour as was conveni-

ent, according to the direction of St. James, " Confefs your

faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may-

be healed." And five or fix of the married or fmgle women
met together for the fame purpofe. Innumerable blefhngs

have attended this inftitution, elpecially in thofe who were

going on to perfection. When any feemed to have attained

this, they were allowed to meet with a feleft: number, who

appeared, fo far as man could judge, to be partakers of the

fame greatfalvution, .

8. From this fhort fke'ch of Methodifm (fo called) any

man of underftanding may eafiiy difcern, that it is only plain

fcriptural religion, guarded by a few prudential regulations.

The eifence of it is holinefs of heart and life : the circum-

ilantials all point to this. And as long as thev are joined

together in the people called Methodifts, no weapon formed

againft them (hall profper. But if ever the circumftantiai

parts are defpifed, the effential will fopfl be loft. And if

ever the effential parts fhould evaporate, what remains will

be dung and drofs.

9. It nearly concerns us to underftand how the cafe ftands

with us at prefent. I fear, wherever riches have increafed

(exceeding few are the exceptions) the effence of religion, the

inind that was in Chrift, has decreased in the fame propor-

tion. Therefore I do not fee how it is poflible, in the na-

ture of things, tor any revival of true religion tocontinue long.

For religion mult neceflarily produce both indufiry and fru-

Vol. LI. £ F gality.
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gality. And thefe cannot but produce riches. But as rich-

es increafe, fo will pride, anger, and the love of the world

in all its branches.
j

10. How then is it poflible that Methodifm, that is, the

religion of the heart, though it flourifhes now as a green

bay-tree, mould continue in this fiate ? for the Methodifts

in every place grow diligent and frugal : confequently they

increafe in goods. Hence they proportionably increafe in

pride, in anger, in the defire of the flefli, the defire of the

eyes, and the pride of life. So, although the form of re-

ligion remains, the fpifit is fwiftly vanifhing away.

11. Is there no way to prevent this? This continual de-

clenfion of pure religion ? We ought not to forbid people

to be diligent and frugal: we muji exhort all chriflians, to

gain all they can by honeft induftry, and to fave all they

can : that is, in effeft, to grow k ich. What way then (I

afk again) can we take, that our money may not fink us to

the r.ethermofi hell ? There is one way, and there is no

other under heaven. If thofe who gain all they can, and

Jave all they can, will likewife give all they can, then the

more they gain, the more they will grow in graee^ and the

more they will lay up in heaven.

London, Augujl 4, 1786.

An account oj'Mrs. Spencer, who died January 16, 1787

[Written by her late hufband.]

THE Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away my dear

wife. Yea, fhe that never gave me an angry word,

nor fo much as the fnadow of an angry look, is now num-

bered among the dead ! My lofs is fo truly great, that I am

fure none but GOD can repair it. But I fubmit; Father,

thy will be done !

Under
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Under her great affliction (he fet fuch an example of pa-

tience and refignation, as is feldom feen. And as fhe lived

fo (he died, full of faith and of the Holy Ghoft.

A little before her departure, me faid, " I hear fuch de-

lightful mufic, as is beyond the power of any mortal to

defcribe !" and then in a rapture cried out, " See ! GOD
is fo good, as to fend his angels to take care of me ! See !

fee! O the great goodnefs of GOD to me !" After this fhe

lay ftill awhile, and then fell afleep in the arms of Jefus.

As to her character, it may be truly faid, fhe was one

of the excellent of the earth. She took great delight in pri-

vate prayer, and often retired to pour out her foul before

GOD. Her reverence for his word was fuch, that fhe fel-

dom read it but on her knees. She frequently rofe at mid-

night to praife GOD, be the weather cold or hot. She

took great delight in vifiting the fick, and the diftreffed,

and in relieving them according to her ability
; but fhe took

care to go no where, at any time, without a probability either

of getting or doing good.

I cannot recollect that fhe ever miffed any public ordinan-

ces, be the weather ever fo fevere.

And as to evil-fpeaking, I never heard her once utter a

difrefpe£t.ful word of any one ; and when others did, fhe re-

proved them in good earneft, and at the fame time with the

utmoft meeknefs : faying, " Are you doing tp that perfon

what you would he mould do unto you ? Have you forgot

what the Holy Ghoft fays by St. James, Brethren, /peak not

evil one of another."

Thus fhe lived, and died, holy in all manner of converfa-

tion, as he who had called her is' holy.

JOHN SPENCER.

Thome, Feb. /, 1787.

AJJwrt
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A Jliort Account of Mifs Sarah Butler,

r g'^HE fubject of the following obfcrvations being littl

JL known, it was not her defire that any thing fhould b

faici concerning her. But in an age when early piety is too

fcldom feen, whenever there is any appearance thereof, it,

fhould not be wholly overlooked, fince GOD does not light

a candle to put it under a buuiel.

Sarah Butler was born in the year 1769; and though

for the firft eight years of her life nothing remarkable occur-

red
;

yet ihe palled that period in great fimplicity : feidora

giving her parents any uneafmefs by her undutifulnefs.

Her religious concern began at the time Mr. Bteadbent

inftrucled the children weekly : which me has fjnee menti.-

oned with great deiight.

Early in the laft lpring, as her diforder increafed, her

fenfe of fin increafed alfo ; which made her very earnefi

with GOD in feeking a fenfe of his favour : and it was not

long before he anfwered her in the joy of her heart.

From the time fhe firft knew the forgiving love of GOD,
ihe retained fuch a growing confidence in him, that no fug-

geftion of fatan could {hake it ior any long continuance.

Hence, if at any. time ihe perceived her mother troubled, {he

would remind her that GOD had promifed to provide for

thofe that love and ferve him : hence alfo arofe her patience

under the moft violent pains which (he often endured.

For the laft few months of her life, fhe enjoyed clofe

communion with GOD, and could approach him with a great

degree of holy boldnefs, on all occafions.

The fear of death, for fome time before her departure,

was fo entirely taken away, that the nearer fhe faw it ap-

proach, the flronger was her confidence in GOD.
The evening before her departure ihe fpoke of the love of

Chriit in a manner very affecting.—" O, laid fhe, if I was

an impenitent (inner now, what would become of me ! what

fliQUJ.d I do ! But I am wafhed in the blood of Jefus, and

fiiall fopn be with him : () what a precious Saviour he is !

No
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No tongue can tell how I love him for what he has done and

fuffered for me ! He was fpit upon and crowned with thorns

!

He was nailed to the crofs, and at laft was crucified, that I

might be faved ! And glory be to his name, I am faved ! I

know that my Redeemer liveth ! Come Lord Jefus ! Come
quickly ! Make no delay ! O what love I feel ! And what a

heaven do I behold ready to receive me ! O how I long to be

gone, and leave this bodv, this world and all that is in it

behind!"—After this (he lay ftill awhile, and then [May io*

1786) fell afleep in Jefus, having juft entered the feven-

teenth year of her age.

Poetry.

A FUNERAL HYMN.

" \1%J^ do *y cnan
'

ot -wnee^ s delay ?"

T V The gracious fuff'rer cries,

,# Why thus drag on ? Lord, hafte away,

" And bear me to the fides."

Blefl are the dead, who in the Lord

Their Saviour, fweetly reft
;

Sav'd from their toils, to blifs reuor'd,,

An heav'n in Jefu's breaft.

That blifs is thine, the ftruggle's o'er,

Th' unfetter'd fpirit's fled ;

The body, rack'd with pain no more,

Lies number'd with the dead.

Chaften'd by fharp affliction's rod
f

Faith anfwers, all is right

;

Ii
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It checks the groan, and makes the load.

Through meek fubmiflion, light*

Long in the fiery furnace try'd

With falutary pain
;

In fufPrings to thy Lord ally'd,

With him triumphant reign I

GOD brought thee low, to raife thee up,

He kili'd to make alive :

Go, blefs him for the bitt'refl cup

Thy Saviour's love could give.

Yes, 'twas from love, from love divine,

Thy fharpeft furT'rings flow'd,

To wean from earth their bleft defign,

And fit the foul for GOD.

Behold the hufhand, father, friend,

His parting blefiing give :

He lov'd his own, and to the end

Exhorts in love to live.

But what engrofs'd his care fupreme,

Was Mary's better part

:

" Religion be your fingle aim,

*' Let GOD have all your heart !•'

•« And now, O fpotlefs Lamb, to thee

" My fpirit I refign ;

" To thy all-cleanfing blood I flee :

'* Sweet Jefus, I am thine."

Thus may we clofe our days of woe,

And quit this fcene of pain ;

Nor figh at lofing all below,

When all above we gain,

Divinely
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Divinely arm'd, we dare defy

The worft that death can bring :

O grave, where is thy victory !

O death, where is thy fling !

Psalm xlvi.

ON GOD fupreme our hope depends;

Whofe omniprefent fight

Through all the pathlefs realms extend*

Of uncreated night.

Plung'd in the gulph of deep diftref^

To him we raife our cry
;

His mercy bids our forrows ceafe,

And fills our tongues with joy.

Though earth her ancient feat forfake^

By pangs convulfive torn;

Though her felf-balanc'd fabric fhake,

And troubled nature mourn :

Though hills be in the ocean loft,

With all their fhaggy load,

No fear mall e'er invade the juftj

Or make his truft in GOD.

In vain th' unbottom'd wild abyfs

Its force tumultuous pours,

In vain the watry legions rife

Loud thundering o'er the mores.

What though the frighted mountains nod
Shook by the rolling war ?

Sion fecure enjoys the flood

Wide-wafting from afar

!
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The Lord mofl high, on Sion's hill

Has fixt his fure abode;

Nor dare the threatening waves affail

The city of our GOD

!

The flormy winds and wild abyfs,

Th' almighty word obey;

Which rules the raging of the fea,

And points the florm its way.

Genesis xxiii. 20.

The feld and the cave were made fure to Abraham, for a

poffeffion of a burying-place*

ACQUIRING his firjl fpot of ground,

A burying place the Patriarch found!

May I, like him, a llranger rove,

Heir of the promis'd land above ;

The fettlement on earth I crave,

The fole pofieflion is—a grave i

Exodus xix. 4.

/ bear you on eagles' wings, and brought you unto myflf.

AS an eagle cleaves the air,

Whofe wings fupport her young,

Jfus doth his people bear,

As fwift, as fmooth, as ftrong!

Saviour, urge thy rapid flight;

Soar to that fublime abode!

Bear us far above all height,

And bring us home to GOD.
THE



t w )

THE

Arminian Magazine,

For SEPTEMBER 1790.

PREDESTINATION CALMLY CONSIDERED,

[By John Wesley, M.A.]

[Continuedfrom page 373.]

JCLVI. " TJ UT you cannot do this : for then you mould

JL) " be called a Pelagian, an Arminian, and
" what not?" And are you afraid of hard names? Then
you have not begun to be a difciple of Jefus Chrift. " No,
M that is not the cafe. But you are afraid, if you do no!
" hold election, you muft hold free-will, and fo rob GOD
" of his glory in man's falvation."

I anfwer, 1. Many of the greateft maintainors of elecliori

utterly deny the confequence, and do not allow, that even

natural free-will in man, is repugnant to GOD's glory.

Thefe accordingly aflert, that every man living has a mea-

fure of natural free-will. So the affcmbly of divines (and

therein the body of Caiuinifts both in England and Scotland)
11 GOD hath endued the will of man with that natural li-

btrty, that is neither forced, nor, by an abfolute neceflity
11 of nature, determined to do good or evil :" Chap. ix.

And this they aflert of man in his fallen ftate, even before

he receives the grace of GOD.
But I do not carry free-will fo far (I mean not in moral

things)
; naturalfree-will, in the prefent ftate of mankind, I

Vol. II.
3 G d<*
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do riot tiridcrftand ; I only affert, that there is a meafure o$

free-willJu
pernaturally reftored to every man, together witK

thatfupernafural light, which enlightens every man that conuth

into the world* But indeed, whether this be natural or no,

as to your objection it matters not. For that equally lies

againft both, againft any free-will of any kind : your affertiori

being thus, If man haS any free-will, GOD cannot have

" the whole glory df his falvation." Or, " It is not fo much
" for the glory of GOD, to fave man as a free agent, put

" into a capacity of concurring with his grace on the one

" hand, and of refitting it on the other ; as to fave him in

*' the way of a neceftary agent, by a power which he can-

" not pbflibly reM;"

XLVII. With regard to the former of thefe affertions,

" If man has any free-will, then GOD cannot Have the whole

" glory of his falvation," is your meaning this :
" If any

41 man has any power to work out his own falvation, then

" GOD cannot have the wholy glory?" If it be, I mull afk

again, what do you mean by GOD's having " the whole
" glory ?" Do you mean, " his doing the whole work, with-

" out any concurrence drt man's part?" If fo, your aifertion.

is; •? If man do at all work together with GOD, in working

** out his own falvation, then GOD does not do the whole
'* work, without man's vwrlung together with hifn" Moft

true ; moft fure : but cannot you fee, how GOD neverthe-

lefs may have all the glory ? Why the very power to work

together with hint, was from GOD. Therefore to him is

all the glory. Has not. even experience taught you this ?

Have you not often felt, in a particular temptation, power

cither to refill or yield to the grace of GOD ? And when

you have yielded to work together with him, did you not find

it very poffible notwithftanding, to give him all the glory?

So that both experience and fcripture are againft you here^

and make it clear to every impartial enquirer, that though

man have freedom to work or not work together with GOD>
yet may GOD have the whole glory of his falvation.

XLVIIL If then you fay, " We afcribe to GOD alone,

U the whole glory of our falvation." I anfwer, fo do we

too.
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too. If you add, " Nay, but we affirm, that GOD alone

?< does the whole work, without man's working at all in

one fenfe, we allow this alfo. We allow, it is the work of

GOD alone, to jullify to fan&ify, and to glorify, which

three comprehend the whole of falvation. Yet we cannot

allow, that man can only rend, and not in any wife work to-

gether with GOD : or, that GOD is fo the whole worker

of our falvation, as to exclude man's woiking at all. This

I dare not fay; for I cannot prove it by fcripture: nay, it

is flatly contrary thereto : for the fcripture is exprefs, that

(having received power from GOD) we are to work out our

$wn falvation : and that (after the work of GOD is begun in

eur fouls) we are workers together with him,

XL1X. Your objection propofed in another form, is

this :
" It is not fo much for the glory of GOD, to favc man

" as a free agent, put into a capacity of either concurring

" with, or refilling his grace : as to fave him in the way of

*' a neceffary agent, by a power which he cannot poflibly

V refill."
' '

' '

"
" '

'

O that the Lord would anfwer for himfelf ! that he would

arife and maintain his own caufe ! that he would no longer

f uffer his fervants, few as they are, to weaken one another's

hands, and to be wearied not only with the contradiclion of

fnners, but even of thofe who are in a meafure faved from

fin ! Wo is ??ie, that I am corfrained to dwell with Mefliek !

jimong them that are enemies to peace ! I labourfor peace : but

ifhen IJbeak thereof they ilill make thenfhes readyfor bat-

tle, '
' '

'

"

"

L. If it muft be then, let us look one another in the face.

How is it more for the glory of GOD, to fave man irre-

fjftibly, than to fave him as a free agent, by fuch grace as

he may either concur with or refill; ? I fear you have a con-

fufed, unfcriptural notion of" the glory of GOD." What
do you mean by that cxprefTion ? The glory of GOD,
UriQly fpeaking, is his glorious effence and his attributes,

which have been ever of old. And this glory admits of no

increafe, being the fame yefterday, to-day, and for ever,

gut the fcripture frequently fpeaks of the glory of GOD,
in
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in a fenfc foirethlng different from this
;
meaning thereby^

the manifeftation of his; effential glory, of his eternal power

and Godhead, and of his glorious attributes, more efpecially

his ju (lice, mercy, and truth. And it is in thi& fcnfe alone
f

that the glory of GOD is faid to be advanced by man. No\f

then this is the point which it lies on you to prove, " that

" it does more eminently manifeft the glorious attributes of
4t GOD, more efpecially his juftice, mercy, and truth, tq

•* fave man irrefiftbly, than to fave him by fuch grace as it

" is in his power either to concur with, or to refilt."

LI. But you muft not imagine, I will be fo unwife, a*

to engage you here on this fmgle point. I fhall not now
difpute (which yet might be done) whether falvation by an

irrefillible grace (which indeed makes man a mere machine,

and confequentiy no more rewardable than punifhable) whe-

ther I fay, falvation by irrefillible grace, confidered apart

from its conferences, manifeft the glory of GOD more or

lefs, than falvation by grace, which may be refilled. Not
fo ; (but by the ailillance of GOD) I fhall take your whole

fcheme together; irrefillible grace for the elect, implying

the denial of faving grac^ to all others: or unconditional

election, with its infeparable companion, unconditional re-

probation. x

The cafe is clearly this. You may drive me, on the one

hand, unlefs I will contradict myfelf, or retract my princi-

ples, to own a meafure of free-will in every man (though*

not by nature, as the alfembly of divines). And on the

other hand, I can drive you, and every affertor of uncon-

ditional election, unlefs you will contradict yourfelf, or re-

tract your principles, to own unconditional reprobation.

Stand forth then, free-will on the one fide, and reproba-

tion on the other. And let us fee, whether the one fcheme,

attended with the abfurdity (as you think it) of free-will

;

or the other fcheme, attended with the abfurdity of repro-

bation, be the more defenfible. Let us fee (if it pleafe the

father of Lights to open the eyes of our underltanding)

which of thefe is moll tq the glory of GOD, for the dif-

play
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f

play of his glorious attributes, for the marifeftation of his<

wifdom, juftice, and mercy to the fons of men.

L1I. Firft, his wifdom. If man be in fome meafure frec
t

if by that light which lighteth every man thai cowtth into the

world, there be Jet before him life and death, good and evil ;

then how glorjoufly does the manifold wifdom oi GOD ap->

pear in the whole osconomy of man's falvation ? Being wiU

ling that all men mould be faved, yet not willing to forco

them thereto; willing that men mould be faved, yet not as

trees or ftones, but as men, as reafonable creatures, endued

with underftanding to difcern what is good, and liberty ei-

ther to accept or refufe it: how does he fuit the whole

fcheme of his difpenfations to this his ^tins, his plan, the

counfel of his will? His firit ftep is, to enlighten the under-

ftanding, by that general knowledge of good and evil. To
this he adds many fecret reproofs, if they aft contrary to

this light : many inward convictions, which there is not a

man on earth who has not often felt. At other times he

gently moves their wills, he draws and woos them, as it

were, to walk in the light. He infills into their hearts

good defires, though perhaps they know not from whence

they come. Thus far he proceeds with all the children of

men; yea, even with thofe who have not the knowledge of

his written Word. But in this, whr.t a field of wifdom is

difplayed, fuppofe man be in fome degree a free agent ?

How is every part of it fuited to this end ? To fave man,

as man ; to fct life and death before him, and then per-

fuade, not force, him to choofe life ! According to this

grand purpofe of GOD, a perfect rule is firft fet before him,

to ferve as a lantern to hisfeet % and a light in all his paths.

This is offered to him in the form of a Jaw, enforced with

the ftrongeft fanctions, the moll glorious rewards for them
that obey, the fevereft penalties on them that break it. To
reclaim thefe, GOD ufes all manner of ways; he tries eve-

ry avenue or their fouls. He applies fometimes to their

vmderftandings, {hewing them the folly of their fins : fome-

times to their affections, tenderly expoltulating with them
for their ingratitude, and even condefcending to afk, What

could
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could I have done for you (confident with my eternal puiw

pofe, not to force you) which I have not done ? He inter-

mixes fometimes threats, Except ye repent, yc Jkall all like-

wife perif: fometimes prqmifes, Your fins and your ini-

quities will I remember no more. ' Now v/hat wifdom is feen

in all this, if man may indeed choofe life or death ? But
if every man be unalterably confined to heaven or lie!!, be-

fore he comes from his mother's womb, where is the wif-

dom of this: of dealing with him in every refpeft as if he

were free %
when it is no fuch thing ? What avails, what

pan this whole difpenfation of GOD avail a reprobate ?

What are promifes or threats, expoflulations or reproof^

to thee, thou firebrand of hell ? What indeed (O my bre-

thren ; fufier me to fpeak, for 1 amfull of matter) but emp-

ty force, but mere grimace, founding words, that mean jufl

nothing ? O where (to wave all other confiderations now)
is the wifdom of this proceeding ? To what end does all

this apparat-ur ferve ? If you fay, to infure his damnation ;

alas, what needeth that ? feeing this was infured before the

foundation of the world. Let all mankind then judge,

which of thefe accounts is more for the glory of GOD'i
wifdom i

LUI. We come next to his juftice. Now if man be

capable of choofing good or evil, then he is a proper ob-

ject of the jullice of GOD, acquitting or condemning, re-

warding or puniihing. But otherwife he is not. A mere

machine is not capable of being either acquitted or con-

demned. Jullice cannot punifh a ftone for falling to the

ground
;

nor, on your fcheme, a man or falling into fin.

For he can no more help it than a flone, if he be, in your

fenfe, fore-ordained to thu condemnation. Why does this

man fin ? " He cannot ceafe from fin." Why cannot he

ceafe from fin ? " Becaufe he has no faving grace.'* Why
has he no faving grace ? " Becaufe GOD of his own good.

" pleafure, hath eternally decreed not to give it jum." Is

he then under an unavoidable neceflity of finning ? " Yes :

<r<

as much as a Hone is of falling. He never had any more

* power to ceafe from evil, than a ftone has to hang in tha

« air/'"
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* ? sir." And {hall this man, for not doing what he never

'could do, and for doing what he never could avoid, be fen-

tenced to depart into everlafting fire, prepared for the devil

and his angels ? " Yes, becaufe it is the fovereign will of

" GOD."—Then M you have either found a new god, or

«' made one !" This is not the God of the chriftians. Our

GOD is juft in all his ways : he reapeth not where he hath

not ftrewedi He requireth only according to what he hath

given ; and where he hath given little, little is required.

The glory of his juftice is this, to reward every man accord-

ing to his works. Hereby is that glorious attribute fhewn,

evidently fet forth before men and angels, in that every man

is accepted or rejected according to that he hath, and not ac-

cording to that he bath not. This is that juft decree which

cannot pafs, either in time or in eternity.

Thus one fcheme gives the juftice of GOD its fall fcope,

leaves room for it to be largely difplayed in all its branches :

whereas the other makes it a mere fhadow, yea, brings it

abfolutely to nothing.

LIV. Juft as glorioufly does it difplav his love ! fuppo-

fmg it to be fixt on one in ten of his creatures
;
(might I not

rather fay, on one in an hundred ?) and to have no regard

to the reft. Let the ninety and nine reprobates periih with-

out mercy. It is enough for him, to love and fave the one

ele£t. But whv will he have mercy on thefe alone, and leave

all thofe to inevitable deftruftion ? " He will—becaufe he

V will !" O that GOD would give unto you who thus fpeak,

meeknefs of wifdom ! then would I afk, What would" the

univerfal voice of mankind pronounce of the man that (hould

aft: thus ? That being able to deliver millions of men from

death, with a fingle breath of his mouth, mould refufe to

fave any more than one in an hundred, and fay,
11

I will not,

becaufe I will not ?" How then do you exalt the mercy of

GOD, when you afcribe fuch a proceeding to him ? What
a ftrange comment is this on his own word, that his merry

is over all his works ?

Do you think to evade this by faying, " his mercy is more
" difplayed in irref.ftibly faving the elect, than it would be in

" giving
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"
giv » ng tne choice of falvation to all men, and a&ual fal

" tion to thofe that accepted it ?" How fo ? Make this ap-

pear, if you can. What proof do you bring of this aflerti-

on ? I appeal to every impartial mind, whether the reverfe

be not obvioufly true ? Whether the mercy of GOD would

riot be far lefs glorioufly difplayed, in faving a few by his

irrefiftible power, and leaving all the reft without help, with-»

out hope, to perilh everlaftingly, than in offering falvation

to every creature, actually faving all that confent thereto*

and in doing for the reft, all that infinite wifdom, almighty

power, and boundlefs love can do, without forcing them to

be favedj which would be to deftroy the very nature he had

given them ? I appeal, I fay, to every impartial mind, and

to your own, if not quite blinded with prejudice, which of

thefe accounts places the mercy of GOD in the moil advan-

tageou , light ?

LV. Perhaps you will fay, " But there are other attri-

" butes of GOD
;
namely, his fovereignty, unchangeable-

" nefs, and faithfulnefs. I hope you do not deny thefe.'*

I aiifwer, no
;

by no means. The fovereignty of GOD
appears, 1. In fixing from eternity that decree touching the

fons of men, He that believeth Jliall be faved ; he that believ-

etk not Jliall be damned : 2. In all the general circumftances

of creation; in the time, the place, the manner of creating

all things : in appointing the number and kinds of creatures*

Vifible and invihble: 3. In allotting the natural endowments

of men, thefe to one, and thofe to another : 4. In difpo-

fmg the time, place, and other outward circumftances (as

parents, relations) attending the birth of every one : 5. In

difpenfing the various gifts of his Spirit, for the edification

of his church: 6. In ordering all temporal things (as health*

fortune, friends;} every thing fhort of eternity. But in

difpofing the eternal ftates of men, it is clear, that not fo-

vereignty alone, but juftice, mercy, and truth hold the reins.

The governor ol heaven and earth, the I am over all, GOD,
bletfed for ever, takes no ftep here but as thefe direct, and

prepare the way before his face. This is his eternal and ir-

refiftible will, as he hath revealed it unto us by his Spirit

;

declaring-
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declaring in the fhongeft terms, adding his oath to his word,

and becaufe he cculd (wear by no greater, fwearing by him-

felf, As I live, faith the Lord GOD, J have no pleafure in

the death ofhim that dieth. The death of him that dieth can

never be refolved into my pleafure or fovereign will. No I

it is impoiTible. We challenge all mankind, to bring one

clear, fcriptural proof to the contrary. You can bring no

fcripture-proof that GOD ever did, or afTertion that he

ever will, aft: as mere Sovereign, in eternally condemning

any foul that ever was, or will be born into the world.

[Continued at page 469.]

SERMON aXXII.

On John i. 47.

JBdhold an Ifraelite indeed, in whom there is no guilt,

1. COME years ago a very ingenious man, profefTbr

O Hutchefon of Giajgozv, publifhed two treatifes, on

the original of our ideas of beauty and virtue. In the latter

of thefe be maintains, That the very efTence of virtue is,

the love of our fellow creatures. He endeavours to prove,

that virtue and benevolence are one and the fame thing :

that every temper is only fo far virtuous, as it partakes of

the nature of benevolence : and that all our words and acti-

ons are then only virtuous, when they fpring from the fame

principle. " But does he not fuppofe gratitude or the love

of GOD to be the foundation of this benevolence ?
5

' By no

means: fuch a fuppofition as this never entered into his mind.

Nay he fuppofes juft the contrary : he does not make the

lead fcruple to aver, That if any temper or aftion be pro-

duced by any regard to GOD, or any view to a reward

from him, it is not virtuous at all : and that if an aftion

Vol. II. 3 H fpring
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fpring partly from benevolence, and partly from a view ta

GOD, [the more there is iri it of a view to God,] the lef;

there is virtue.

2. I cannot fee this beautiful efifay of Mr. Hutchefofl i

any other light, than as a decent, and therefore mor
dangerous attack upon the whole of the Chriftian Revelati

on : feeing this aflerts the love of GOD to be the true foun

dation, both of the love of our neighbour and all other virtues:

and accordingly places this as the firjl and great command-

ment, on which all the reft depend, ThouJhali love, the Lord

thy GOD with all thy heart, and with all thy mind, and with

all thy foul, and zvitk all thy Jirength. So that according to

the Bible, benevolence, or the love of our neighbour, is on-

ly the fecond commandment. And fuppofe the fcripture be

of GOD, it is fo far from being true, that benevolence

alone is both the foundation and elTence of all virtue, that

benevolence itfelf is no virtue at ail, unlefs it fpring from

the love of GOD.
9. Yet it cannot be denied, thai this writer himfelf has

a marginal note in favour of Chriftiafliiy. " Who would

not with, fays he, that the Chrifiian Revelation could be

proved to be of GOD ? Seeing it is unqueftionably the

mdft benevolent inflitution that ever appeared in the world."

But is not this, if it be confidercd thoroughly, another blow

at the root of that Revelation ? Is it more or lefs than to

fay, " I wifh it could • but in truth it cannot be proved
?"'"

4. Another ingenious writer advances an hypothecs total-

ly diiTerent from this. Mr. Wollajlon, in the book which

he entitles " The Religion of Nature delineated," endea-

vours to prove, that " Truth is the effence of virtue," or con-

form ablenefs to truth. But it feems Mr. Wollajlon goes

farther from the Bible* than Mr. Hutchefcn himfeif. For

Mr. Hutche/ons fcheme fets afide only one of the two great

commandments, namely, 77iou Jlialt love the Lord thy GOD:
vvhereas Mr. Wollajlon fets afide both: for his hypothecs

does not place the eifence of virtue, in either the love of

GOD or of our neighbour.

|. How-
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However both thefe authors agree, though in differ-

ent ways, to put afunder what GOD has joined. But St.

Paul unites them together in teaching us to fpeak the truth

in love. And undoubtedly both truth and love were united

in him, to w hom he who knows the hearts of all men, gives

this amiable character, Behold an IfraelUe indeed, in whom

is no guile.

6. But who is it concerning whom our bleHed Lord gives

this glorious teftimony? Who is this Nathaniel, of whom fo

remarkable an account is given, in the latter part of the

chapter before us ? Is it not flrange, that he is not mention-

ed again in any part of the New Teftament ? He is not men-

tioned again under this name : but probably he had another,

whereby he was more commonly called. It was generally

believed by the'ancients, that he is the fame perfon who is

elfewhere termed Bartholomew, one of our Lord's apoftles,

and one that in the enumeration of them, both by St. Mat*

thezo and St. Mark, is placed immediately after St. Philip,

who fir II brought him to his mailer. It is very probable,

that his proper name was Nathaniel, a name common among

the Jews : and that his other name, B.artholo?ncw, meaning

only the fan of P'olemy, was derive.! from his lather, a

cuflom which was then exceeding common among the Jews,

as well as the Heathens.

7. By what little is faid of him in the context, he appears

to have been a man of an excellent fpirit : not hafty of be*

lief, and yet open to conviftion, and willing to receive the

truth, from whencefoever it came. So we read (\'er. 45, &c.)

Philip Jindeth Nathanid, (probably by what we term acci-

dent) and faith unto him, We have found him of whom Ale-

fs in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jefus of Naza-

reth. Nathaniel laid unto him, Can any good thing come

tut of Nazareth ? Has Mofes fpoke, or did the prophets

write, of any prophet to come from thence ? Philip faith

unto him, Come andfee, and thou wilt foon be able to judge

for thyfeif. Nathaniel took his advice, without flaying to

confer with flelh and blood. Jtfus, Jaw Nathaniel coming

t? hi.n
t andfath ofAim, B:hold an Ifraelite indeed, in whom

is
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is no guile ! Nathaniel faith unto him, doubtlefs with fu

prize enough, Whence knoweji thou me ? Jefius anfzuered and

faid unto htm, Before Philip called thee, when thou zvafi under,

the fig-tree, I faw thee. Nathaniel anjwered andfaith unto

him, (fo foon was all prejudice gone !) Rabbi, thou art th

Son of GOD I Thou art the Ring of Ifrael

!

But what is implied in our Lord's character of him ? B
whom is no guile f It may include all that is contained in

that advice,

* Still let thy heart be true to GOD !

Thy words to it, thy a&ions to them both V*

I. 1. We may, firft, obferve,, what is implied in having

our hearts true to GOD ? Does this imply any lefs than i$

included in that gracious command, My fon, give me thy

heart ? Then only is our heart true to GOD, when we give

it to him. We give him our heart in the loweft degree,

when we feek our happinefs in him : when we do not feek.

it in gratifying the defire of theflefh, in any of the pleafures

of fenfe : nor in gratifying the defire ofthe eye, in any of the

pleafures of the imagination, arifmg from grand, or new,

or beautiful objects, whether of nature or art : Neither in

the pride cf life, in the honour that comcth of men, in being

beloved, efteemed and applauded by them : no, nor yet in

what fome term with equal impudence and ignorance, the

main chance^ the laying up treafures on earth. When we
feek happinefs in none of thefe, but in GGD alone, then

we in fome fenfe give him our heart.

• 2. But in a more proper fenfe we give GOD our heart,

when we not only feek, but find happinefs in him. This

happinefs undoubtedly begins, when we begin to know him

by the teaching of his own Spirit : when it pleafes the Fa-

ther to reveal his Son in our heart, fo that we can humbly

fay, " My Loi J and my GOD. ;
' And when the Son is.

pleafed to reveal his Father in us by the Spirit of adoption,

crying in our hearts, Abba Father, and bearing his teflimo-

ny with ourfpirits that we are the children of GOD ; then
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it is that the love of GOD alfo isjhed abroad in our hearts.

And according to the degree oi our love, is the degree of

pur happinefs.

3. But it has been queftioned, whether it is the defign

of GOD, that the happinefs which is at firft enjoyed by all

that know and love him, mould continue any longer than, as

it were, the day of their efpoufals ? In very many, we

mull allow, it does not: but in a few months, perhaps

weeks or even days, the joy and peace either vanifties at

once, or gradually decays. Now if GOD is willing that their

happinefs mould continue, how is this to be accounted for ?

4. I believe, very eafily. St. Jude's exhortation, Keep

your/elves in the love of GOD, certainly implies, that fome*

thing is to be done on our part, in order to its continuance.

And is not this agreeable to that general declaration of our

Lord concerning this and every gift of GOD, Unto him

that hath, fhall be given, and he fiall have more abundantly:

(futfrom him that hath not, that is, ufes it not, improves

it not, fiall be taken away even that which he hath ? Luke
viii. 18. Matt. xiii. 12.

5. Indeed, part of the verfe in St. Luke, is tranflated in

our verfion, that which he feemeth to have. But it is dif-

ficult to make fenfe of this. For if he onlyfeemeth to have

this, or any other gift of GOD, he really hath it not.

And if fo, it cannot be taken away : for no man can lofe

what he never had. It is plain therefore 0 oW t#w* ought

to be rendered what he affuredly hath. And it may be ob-

ferved, that the word hx'w in various places of the New
Teftament, does not leflen, but lrrengthen the fenfe of the

word joined with it. Accordingly, whoever improves the

grace he has already received, whoever increafes in the love

of GOD, will furely retain it. GOD will continue, yea,

will give it more abundantly : whereas, whoever does not

improve this talent, cannot poflibly retain it. Notwithlhnd-

ing all he can do, it will infallibly be taken away from him.

II. 1. Mean time as the heart of him that is an Ifraelite

indeed is true to GOD, fo his words are fuitable thereto.

As there is np guile lodged ia his heart, fo there is none

found
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found in his lips. The firft thing implied herein is veraci

the fpeaking the truth from his heart: the putting away a

wilful lying, in every kind and degree. A lie, according

to the well-known definition of it is, Falfum tefimomum.

cum intcntioncfallendi: a lalfehood known to be fuch by

the fpeaker, and uttered with an intention to deceive. But

even the fpeaking a falfehood is not a lie, if it he not fpo.-

ken with an intent to deceive.

2. Moll cafuifts, particularly thofe of the church

Rome, diflinguim lies into three forts: the firft fort is m
licious lies; the fecond, harmlefs lies; the third, officious

lies. Concerning which they pafs a very different judg-

ment. I know not any that are fo hardy as even to ex-

cufe, much lefs defend, malicious lies : that is, fuch as are

told with a delign to hurt any one: thefe are condemned

by all parties. Men are more divided in their judgment,

with regard to harmlefs lies, fuch as are fuppofed to do nei-

ther good nor harm. The generality of men, even in the

chriftian world, utter them without any fcruple, and open-

ly maintain, that if they do no harm to any one elfe, they

do none to the fpeaker. But they have certainly no place

in the mouth of him that is an Ifraelite indeed. He can-

not tell lies in jell, any more than in earner!; nothing bu.t

truth is heard from his mouth. He remembers the exprefs

command of GOD to the Ephefian chrifiians, putting aicoy

all lying, [peak every man truth to his neighbour, Eph. iv. 25.

3. Concerning officious lies, thofe that are fpoken with

a defign to do good, there have been numerous controver-

ts in the chriflian church. Abundance of writers, and

thofe men of renown for piety as well as learning, have

publilhed whole volumes upon the fubjecr, and in defpke

of all oppofers, not only maintained them to be innocent,

but commended them as meritorious. But what faith the

fcripture ? One paiTage is fo exprefs, that there does net

need any other. It occurs in the third chapter of the epif
7

tie to the Romans, where the very words of the apoflle are

(ver. 7, 8.) If the truth ofGOD hath more abounded through

my lie ur.io his glory, why am I yet judged as a fnner r
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(Will not that lie^be excufed from blame, for the good ef-

fect of U ?) And not rather, as we areJIcinderovfly reported^

and asfomt affirm that weJay, let us do evil that good may

come? Whofe damnation isjifft. Here the apoftle plainly

declares, 1. That the good effect of a lie, is no excufe for

it. 2. That it is a mere {lander upon christians to fay,

ff they teach men to do evil that good may come." 3.

That if any in faft do this, either teach men to do evil that

good may come, or do fo themfeives, their damnation is

juft. This is peculiarly applicable to thofe who tell lies,

in order to do good thereby. It follows, that officious lies,

as well as all others, are an abomination to the GOD of

truth. Therefore there is no abfurdity. however ilrange

it may found, in that faying of the ancient father, 44
I

would not tell a wilful lie, to fave the fouls of the whole

world."

j. The fecond thing which is implied in the character of

an Ifraelite indeed^ is Sincerity. As veracity is oppofite to

Ivmg, fo fmcerity is to cunning. But it is not oppofne to

wifdom or difcretion, which are well confident with it.

" But what is the difference between wifdom and cunning ?

Are they not almoft, if not quite the fame thing?" By no

means. The difference between them is exceeding great*

Wifdom is the faculty of difcerning the heft ends, and the

eafieif. means of attaining them* The end of every rati-

onal creature is GOD; the enjoying him in time and in

eternity. The heft, indeed the only means of at taining this

end, is, Thefaith that worketh by love. True prudcr.ee in the

general fenfe of the word, is the fame thing with wifdom.

Difcretion is but another name for prudence : if it be not

rather a part of it: as it fomctimes is referred to our out-

ward behaviour, and means, the ordering our words and

actions right. On the contrary, cunning (fo it is ufually

termed among common men, but policy among the great)

is in plain terms, neither better nor worfe than the art of

deceiving. If therefore it be any wifdom at all, it is ihz

wifdomfrom beneath: fpr'mging from the bottomlefs pit,

and leading down to the p'ace from whence it came.

,5. The
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5. The two great means which cunning ufes in order ttf

deceive, are fimulation and dtjjimulation. Simulation is, the

feeming to be what we are not : diflimulation, the feeming

not to be what we are : according to the old verfe, Quod

non eft, Jimulo ; diJJi??iuloque quod eft. Both the one and

the other we commonly term, The hanging out of falfe co-

lours. Innumerable are the fhapes that fimulation puts on,

in order to deceive. And almoft as many are ufed by difli-

mulation for the fame purpofe. But the man of fincerity

fhuns them, and always appears exactly what he is.

6. " But fuppofe we are engaged with artful men, may

we not ufe filence or referve, efpecially if they afk infidi-

ous queftions, without falling under the imputation of cun-

ning ?" Undoubtedly we may
;
nay, we ought on many oc-

cafions, either wholly to keep filence, or to fpeak with

more or lefs referve as circumflances may require. To fay

nothing at all, is in many cafes confiftent with the higheft

fmcerity. And fo it is; to fpeak with referve, to fay only

apart, perhaps a fmall part of what we know. But were

we to pretend it to be the whole, this would be contrary to

fincerity.

7. A more difficult queftion than this is, May we not

fpeak the truth in order to deceive ? Like him of old, who

broke out into that exclamation, applauding his own inge-

nuity, " Hoc ego mihi puto palmarium, ut vera dicendo eos

ambos fallam" " This 1 take to be my mafter-piece, to

deceive them both by fpeaking the truth." I anfwer, A
Heathen might pique himfelf upon this ; but a Chriflian

could not. For although this is not contrary to veracity,

yet it certainly is to fincerity. It is therefore the mod ex^

ccllent way, if we judge it proper to fpeak at all, to put

away both fimulation and diflimulation, and to fpeak the

naked truth from our heart.

8. Perhaps this is properly termed fimpliity. It goes a

little farther than fincerity itfelf. It implies not only, Firft,

The fpeaking no known falfehood, and Secondly, The not

defignedly deceiving any one ; but Thirdly, The fpeaking

plainly and artlefsly to every one, when we fpeak at all :
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the fpeaking as little children, in a child-like, though not

in a childiih manner. Does not this utterly exclude the ufing

any compliments ? A vile word, the very found of which I

abhor : quite agreeing with our poet,

" It never was good day,

Since lowly fawning was called compliment."

I advife men of fincerity and fimplicity never to take that

. filly word in their mouth ; but labour to keep at the utmofl;

Pittance, both from the name and the thing.

9. Not long before that remarkable time,

" When fiatefmen fent a prelate crofs the feas

By long-fam'd afb and penalties,"

feveral bifhops attacked bifliop Attzrbury at once, then

biihop of Rockcfter, and afked, " My Lord, why will you

not fuffer your fervants to deny you, when you do not care

to fee company ? It is not a lie for them to fay, Your lord-

fhip is not at home. For it deceives no one. Every one

knows it means only, Your lordfhip is bufy." He replied,

" My lords, if it is (which I doubt) confiftent with finceri-

ty, yet I am fure it is not confiftent with that fincerity which

becomes a chriftian bifhop."

10. But to return. The fincerity and fimplicity of him

in whom is no guile, has likewife an influence on his whole

behaviour ; it gives a colour to his whole outward conver-

fation : which though it be far remote from every thing of

clownifhnefs and ill-breeding, or roughnefs and furjinefs,

yet is plain and artlefs, and free from all difguifc, being the

very picture of his heart. The truth and love which con-

tinually reign there, produce an open front, and a ferene

countenance : fuch as leave no pretence for any one to fay,

with that arrogant king of Cajlik, " When GOD made man,

he left one capital defect : he ought to have fet a window
in his breaft :" for he opens a window in his own breaft, by

the whole tenor ot his words and a&ions.

11. This then is real, genuine, folid virtue. Not truth

alone, nor conformity to truth : this is a property of real

Vol. II. 3 I virtue
5
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virtue; not the effertce of it. Not love alone: though this

comes nearer the mark ; lor love in one fenfe is theJufiling

of the law. No : truth and love united together are the

ellence ot virtue or holinefs. GOD indifpenfably requires

truth in the inwardpa? ts, influencing all our words and acti-

ons. Yet truth iifelf, feparate from love, is nothing in

his fight. But let the humble, gentle, patient love ot all

mankind, be fixt on its right foundation, namely, the love

of GOD fpringing from faith, from a lull conviction that

GOD hath given his only Son to die lor my fins : and then

the whole will refolve into that grand conclufion, worthy of

all men to be received : Neither circumcifion availeth any thing,

nor uncircumcfon, hutfaith that worketh by love*

An EXTRACT

Of the Revd. Mr. JOHN WESL E Y's Jo urn ai.

From Auguft 12th, 1738, to November ill, 1739.

[Continued fro?n page 391.]

r
I ^HE fcripture which came in turn at Newgate to-dar,

JL was the viith of St. John. The words which I chief-

ly infilled on as applicable to every minifler ol Chrift, who
in any wife follows the ftens of his mailer, were thefe, The

world cannot hate y-ou ; but vie it hateth, becaufe I tejlify of

it, that its deeds are evil. There was a murmuring therefore

concerning him among the ?nnltitude ; for Jome faid, he is a

good man : Othersfaid nay, but he deceiveth the people. Al-

ter fermon 1 was informed the fheriffs had ordered, " I

mould preach here for the future, but once a week" Yea,

and this is once too often, if he deceiveth the people : But it

otherwife, why not once a day ?

Saturday 19. At Weaver's- Hall, a woman firft, and then

a bov ^about fourteen years of aee) was overwhelmed with

fin
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fin and forrow and tear. But we cried to GOD, and their

fouls were delivered.

Sunday 20. Seeing many of the rich at Clifton church, my
heart was much pained tor them, and I was earncflly de-

firous that Tome even of them might enter into the kingdom,

heaven. But full as I was, I knew not where to begin,

in warning them to flee from the wrath to come, till my
Teftament opened on thefe words, / ca?ne not to call the

righteous, but finners to repentance : In applying which,

my foul was fo enlarged, that methought I could have cried

out, (in another fenfe than poor, vain Archimedes) M Give

me where to ftand, and I will fhake the earth." GOD's
fending forth lightning with the rain, did not hinder about

fifteen hundred, from (laying at Rqfi-Green. Our fcripture

was, It is the glorious GOD that maketh the thunder. The

voice cf the Lord is mighty in operation, the voice ofthe Lord

is a glorious voice. In the evening he fpoke to three whofe

fouls were all ftorm and tcmpeft, and immediately there

was a great calm. ~

During this whole time, I was alraqft continually afked,

either by thofe who purpofely came to Brfol, to enquire

concerning this flrange work, or by my old or new corre-

fpondents, How can thefe things be? And innumerable cau-

tions were given me (generally grounded on grofs mifreprer

fentations of things) " Not to regard vifions or dreams ; or

to fancy people had remiffron ot fms, becaufe of their cries

or tears, or bare outward profeliions." To one who had

many times wrote to me on this head, the fum of my an-

fwer was as follows :

11 The queftion between us turns chiefly, if not wholly

on matter of facl. You deny, That GOD does now work

thefe erFecls : At lead, that he works them in this manner.

I affirm both ; becaufe I have heard thefe things with my
own ears, and feen them with my eyes. I have feen (as

lar as a tiling of this kind can be feen) very many perfons

^hanged in a moment, from the fpirit of fear, horror, def-

pair, to the fpirit of love, joy and peace ; and from finful

defire till then reigning over them, to a pure defire of doing

the



43& THE JOURNAL OF THE REVD. JOHN WESLEY.

the will of GOD. Thefe are matters of fa&, whereof I have

been, and almoft daily am, an eye or ear witnefs. What
I have to fay, touching vifions or dreams is this : 1 know
feveral perfons in whom this great change was wrought, in

a dream or during a ilrong representation to the eye of their

mind, of Chrift either on the crofs or in glory. This is the

facl ; let any judge of it as they pleafe. And that fuch a

change was then wrought, appears (not from their (hedding

tears only, or falling into fits, or crying out : Thefe are not

the fruits, as you feem to fuppofe, whereby 1 judge) but

from the whole tenor of their life, till then many ways wick-

ed
; from that time, holy, jufl and good.

I will mew you him that was a lion till then, and is now
a lamb : Him that was a drunkard, and is now exemplarily

fober : The whoremonger that was, who now abhors the ve-

ry garment fpotted by the flelh. Thefe are my living argu-

ments for what I afiert, viz. That GOD does now, as afon-

time, give remijjion ofJins and the gift of the Holy Ghoft, even

to us and to our children : Yea a^l that, always fuddeidy, as

far as I have known, and often in dreams or in the vifions of

GOD. If it be not fo, I am found a fa'lfe witnefs before

GOD. For thefe things I do, and by his grace will teftify."

Perhaps it might be, becaufe of the hardnefs of our hearts,

unready to receive any thing, unlefs we fee it with our eyes

and hear it with our ears, that GOD in tender condefcenfi-

on to our weaknefs, fuffered fo many outward figns at the

very time when he wrought this inward change, to be con-

tinually feen and heard among us. But although they faw

fgns and wonders (for fo 1 mult term them) yet many would

not believe. They could not indeed deny the facls ; but

they could explain them away. Some faid, " Thefe were

purely natural effefts ; The people fainted away, only be-

caufe of the heat and clofenefs of the rooms." And others

were fure, " It was all a cheat : They might help it il they

would. E!fe why were thefe things only in their private fo-

cieties ? Why were they not done in the face of the fun ?"

To-day Mond. 2 j. our Lord anfwered lor himfelf. For

while I was inforcing thefe words, 2e flill and know that I

am



THE JOURNAL OF THE REVD. JOHN WESLEY. 437

am GOD. He began to make bare his arm, not in a clofe

room, neither in private, but in the open air, and before

two thoufand witnefies. One and another and another was

ilruck to the earth ;
exceedingly trembling at the prefencc

of his power. Oihers cried, with a bitter cry, What mujl

we do to befavtdf And in lefs than an hour, feven perfons,

wholly unknown to me till that time, were rejoicing and

finging, and with all their might giving thanks to the GOD
of their falvation.

In the evening, I was interrupted at Nicholas-firset^ al-

rr.oft as foon as I had begun to fpeak, by the cries of one

who was pri:hd at the heart, and ftrongJy groaned for par-

don and peace. Yet I went on to declare what GOD had

already done, in proof of that important truth, that he is

-not willing anyJJiould pcrij% but that all JJiould come to re-

pentance. Another perfon dropped down, clofe to one who
was a ftrong aflTerter of the contrary do61nne. While he

flood aftonifhed at the fight, a little boy near him was

feized in the fame manned A young man who flood be-

hind, fited his eyes on him, and funk down himfelf as one

dead : but foon began to roar out and beat himfelf agaiml

the ground, fo that fix men could fcarcely hold His

name was Thomas Maxfield. Except J—h I never

knew one fo torn of the evil one. Mean while many others

began to cry out to the Saviour of all, that he would come
and help them, infomuch that all the houfe, (and indeed all

the ftreet for fome fpace) was in an uproar. But we con-

tinued in prayer ; and before ten, the greater part found reft

to their fouls.

I was called from Hipper to one who feeling in herfelf

fuch a conviclion as fhe never had known before, had run

out of the fociety in all hafte, thatJke might not expofe her-

jtlf. But the hand of GOD followed her Hill, fo that af-

ter going a few fteps, fhe was forced to be carried home,
and when fhe was there grew worfe and worfe. She was
in a violent agony when we came. We called upon GOD,
and her foul found reft.

About
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About twelve, I was greatly importuned to go and vu'it

ene perfon more. She had only one ftruggle after I came,

and was then filled with peace and joy. I think 29 in all,

had their heavinefs turned into joy this day.

Tuefday 22. I preached to about a thoufand at Bath,

There were feveral fine, gay things among them, to whom
efpccially I called, Awake thou that fleepefi, and arifefrom

the dead, and ChriflJhall give thee light I

Saturday 26. One came to us in deep defpair ; but af-

ter an hour fpent in prayer, went away in peace. The
next day, having obferved in many a zeal which did not fuit

with the fweetnefs and gentlenefs ot love, I preached at

Kof-green on thofe words (lo the largefl congregation I

ever had there, I believe upwards of ten thoufand fouls) Ye

know not what manner offpirit ye are of. For the Son of

man is not come to defray mens lives, but to fave them. At

the fociety in the evening, 11 were deeply convinced of

fin, and foon after comforted.

Monday 28. I began preaching at Weaver s-hall, at ele-

ven in the forenoon; where two perfon were enabled ta

cry out in faith, My Lord and my GOD! As were feven,

feting the fermon in the afternoon, before feveral thoufand

witneffes ; and ten in the evening at Baldwvn-Jlreet ; 0$

whom two were children.

Tuefday 29. I was unknowingly engaged in converfation

with a famous infidel, a confirmer of the unfaithful in thefe.

parts. He appeared a little furprized and faid, He would

pray to GOD tofew him the true way of worfnpping him.

On Afcenfion-day in the morning, fome of us went to

King"s-Wefton -hill, four or five miles from Brifol. Two.

gentlemen going by, fent up to us in fport, many perfons

from the neighbouring villages: to whom therefore I took

occafion to explain thefe words, Thou art afcended up on

high, thou haft led captivity captive ; and received gifts for

men, yea, even for the rebellious, that the Lord GOD might

dwell among them.

Sunday, June 3. In the morning to about fix thoufand

perfons, in concluding the xiiith chapter of the firft epidle

to
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to the Corinthians, I defcribed a truly charitable man. At

Hannam I enforced thefe words, That every mouth may be

Hopped, and all the world become guilty before GOD. And

again in the afternoon at Ro/c-greem, to, I believe, eight or

nine thoufand. In the evening not being permitted to meet

in Baldwin ftrecti we met in the (hell of our new fociety-

room. The fcripture which came in courfe to be explain-

ed, was, Marvel not, if the world kate you. We fuag

Arm of the Lord, awake, awake,

Thine own immortal ftrength put on :

And GOD, even our own. GOD gave us his bUffing,

Monday 4. Many came to me and earneltly ad vi fed me,

" not to preach abroad in the afternoon, becaufe there was
" a combination of feveral perform, who threatened terrible

" things." This report being fpread abroad brought many
thither, of the better fort ofpeople (fo called) and 2clded, I

believe, more than a thoufand to the ordinary congregation.

The fcripture to which, not my choice, but the providence

of GOD directed me was, Fear not thou, for Iam with thee;

be not difmayed, for I am thy GOD. I willflrevgthen thee,

yea I will help thee, yea I will uphold thee with the right

hand of my righieoufifs. The power of GCD came with

bis word: To that none fccCFed, or interrupted, or opened

his mouth.

Tuefday 5. There was great expectation at Bath, of what

a noted man was to do to me there: and I was much in-

neated " not to preach ; becaufe no one knew what might

happen." By this report I alfo gained a much larger au-

dience, among whom were many of the rich and great.

I told them plainly, thefcripture had concluded them all ua-

dtr fn, high and low, rich and poor, one with another,

Many of them feemed to be not a little furprifed, an I were

Coking a pace into ferioufnefs, when their champion ap-

peared, and coming clofe tome, afked " by what authority

I aid thefe things ?'' I replied, by the authority of Jefus

Chrift, conveyed to me by the (now) Archbifhop of Canter-

bury, when he laid his hands upon me and faid, " Take
thou authority to preach the gofpcl.

?
' He faid, " this is

contrary
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contrary to aft of parliament. This is a conventicle." I

anfwered, 44
Sir, the conventicles mentioned in that aft (a

the preamble fhews) are /editions meetings. But this is not

fuch. Here is no fhadow ot fedition. Therefore it is not

contrary to that aft." He replied, " I fay it is. And bc-

fide, your preaching frightens people out of their wits."

Sir, didyou ever hear ??ie preach ? No. Hozu then can you

judge of zuhat you never heard? Sir, by common report.

Common report is enough. Give me leave. Sir, to ajk, is

not your na?ne Nam ? My name is Najfi. Sir, I dare not

judge of you by common report. I think it not enough to

judge by. Here he paufed a while, and having recovered

himfelf, afked, " I defire to know, what this people comes

here for ?" On which one replied, " Sir, leave him to me.

Let an old woman anfwer him." 44 You, Mr. Nafh, take

care of your body. We take care of our fouls, and for

the food of our fouls we come here." He replied not a

word, but walked away.

As I returned, the ftreet was full of people, hurrying to

and fro, and fpeaking great words. But when any of them

afked, 44 which is he ?" and I replied,
44

I am he," they

were immediately filent. Several ladies following me into

Mr. Marchant's houfe, the fervant told me, 44 There were

fome wanted to fpeak with me." I went to them, and

faid,
44

I believe, ladies, the maid miflook : you only want-

ed to look at me." 1 added, 44
I do not expeft that the

rich and great mould want either to fpeak with me, or hear

me, for I fpeak the plain truth ; a thing you hear little of,

and do not defire to hear." A few more words pall between

us, and I retired.

Thurfday 7. I preached at PriejI-Dozjcn, on What mufl we

do to be faved? In the midft of the prayer after fermon,

two men, (hired, as we afterwards underfiood, for that pur-

pofe,) began finging a ballad. After a few mild words (for

I faw none that were angry) ufed without effect, we all be-

gan finging a pfalm which put them utterly to filence. We
then poured out our fouls in prayer for them, and they ap-

peared
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feared altogether confounded. O may this be a day much

to be remembered by them, for the loving kindnefs of the

Lord !

Monday 11. I received a prefTing letter from London (as

I had feveral others before) to come thither as foon as pofli-

ble :
" Our brethren at Fetter-lane being*in great confufion

for want of my prefence and advice." I therefore preach-

ed in the afternoon on thefe words, / take you to record

this uay, that I am pure from the blood of all men ; for I

have notfumned to declare unto you all the counfel of GOD.
After fermon, I commended them to the grace of GOD,
in whom they had believed. Surely GOD hath yet a work

to^do in this place. I have not found fuch love, no not in

England ; nor fo childlike, artlefs, teachable a temper, as

he hath given to this people.

Yet during this whole time I had many thoughts con-

cerning the unufual ?nanner of my miniftring among them.

But after frequently laying it betore the Lord, and calmly

weighing whatever objections I heard againft it, I could not

but adhere to what I had fome time fince wrote to a friend,

who had freelv fpoken his fentiments concerning it. An
extract of that letter I here fubjoin ; that the matter may be

placed in a clear light.

Dear Sir,

THE beft return I can make for the kind freedom you

ufe, is to ufe the fame to you. O may the GOD
whom we ferve fan£lify it to us both, and teach us the whole

truth as it is in Jefus !

You fay, '* you cannot reconcile fome parts of my beha-

viour with the character I have long fupported." No, nor

ever will. Therefore I have difclaimed that character on

every polhble occafion. I told all in our fhip, all at Sa~

vannak, all at Fredenca, and that over and over, in exprefs

terms, " I am not a Chrillian : I only follow after if hap-

ly I may attain it." When they urged my works and

felf-denial, I anlwered fhort, Though I give all my goods to

fed the poor, and my body to be burntd
i
J am nothing. For I

Vol. II. 3 K have
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have not charity. I do not love GOD with all my heart.

If they added, " Nay, but you could not preach as you doj

if you was not a Chriftian :" 1 again confronted them with

St. Paul, Though I /peak with the tongue of men. and an-

gtls, and have not charily, I am nothing. Mofl earneilly

therefore, both in«public and private, did I inculcate this;

•* Be not ye fnaken however I may fa-11 ; for the founda-

tion ftandeth fuie."

If you afk, " On what principle then I a&ed ?" It

was this, " A defire to be a Chriftian, and a convicli-

" on that whatever I judge conducive thereto, that I am
" bound to do ; where-ever I judge I can belt anfwer this

*' end, thither it is my duty to go." On this principle I

fet out for Amcri:a ; on this, I vifited the Moravian church;

and on the lame, am I ready nowT (GOD being my helper)

to go to Abyjinia or China, or whitherfocver it fhall pleafe

GOD by this conviclion to call me.

As to your advice, " That I fhould fettle in college," I

have no bufinefs there, having now no office and no pupils.

And whether the other branch of your propofal be expedi-

ent for me, viz.
65 To accept of a cure of fouls," it will be

time enough to confider, when one is offered to me.

But in the mean time, you think ** I ought to fit £1 ill \

" becaufe otherwife I mould invade another's office, if I in-

" terfered with other people's bufinefs and intermeddled with

" fouls that did not belong to me." You accordingly afk,

How is it that I affemble Chriflians who are none of my
*' charge, to fmg pfalms and pray and hear the fcriptures

*' expounded : And think it hard to juftify doing this in

*' other men's parifhes, upon catholic principles?"

Permit me to fpeak plainly. If by catholic principles,

You mean any other than Jaiplural^ they weigh nothing

with me: I allow no other rule, whether of faith or prac-

tice than the holy fcriptures. But on fcriptural principles,

I do not think it hard to juftify whatever I do. GOD in

fcripture commands me, according to my power, to inflrucl

the ignorant, reform the wicked, confirm the virtuous.

Man forbids me to do this, in another's parifh j that is, in
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effeft, to do it at all
;

feeing I have no parifh of my own,

nor probably ever fhall. Whom then mall 1 hear ? GOD
or man ? If it be juft to olev man rather than GOD, judge

you. A difpenfition of the gofpel is commtlcd to me, and wo

is me if Ipreach not the go/pel. But where mall I preach it

upon the principles you mention ? Why, not in Europe

Afia, Africa, or America ; Not in any of the Chriftian parts,

at leaf*, of the habitable earth. For all tbefe are, aher a

fort divided into parimes. If it be faid, " Go back then to

the Heathens from whence you came.'' Nay, but neither

$ould I now, (on your principles) preach to them. For ail

the Heathens in Georgia belong to the parifh either of $4-

vannah or Frederica.

[Continued at page 487.]

THE LITE AN 1} DEATH OF

The Reverend, JOHN FLETCHER.

[Continuedfrom page 400.

}

/^~\>nE confiderable part of humility is, to know
our own place. Every member has its peculiar

appointment in the human body, where the wife Mailer-

builder has placed it. And it is well, while each continues

its place. But as every dillocated bone gives pain, and muft

continue fo to do, till it is replaced in its proper focket :

fo every dillocated affection, mud give pain to the foul, till

it is reflored to its own place ; till it is totally fixt in GOD,
till we refign our whole felves to the difpofal of infinite wif-

dom. This is the proper place of every rational creature :

and in this place he invariably flood. Whatever he be-

lieved to be the will of GOD, he refolutely performed,

though it were to pluck out a right eye, to lay his Ifaac on

the altar. When it appeared that GOD called him to any

journey, he immediately prepared for it without the leaft

hefitation ;
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hefitation : although for the laft years of his life, he hard-

ly ever travelled to any conflderable diftance, without feel-

ing fome tendency to a relapfe into his former diftemper.

And it was ufually fome weeks after his return, before he

recovered his ufual flrength.

.
" Humility continually produces mecknefs, and the latter

bears an exa6t proportion to the former. I received a leU

ter on this head but a few days fmce, which it may not be

improper to fubjoin.

" Rev. Sir,

" I was yefTerday in company with feveral clergymen,

who among other things mentioned Mr. Fletcher, and feem-.

ed particularly anxious, that in ihe account of his life, a

proper degree of caution fhould be obferved in the panegy-

ric that may be applied to his character. They fay he was

extremely paffionaie ; and that there was in man) mftances

an auftere feverity and rigour in his conduct to the voung

people under his care, particularly at Trtvecka. As this in-

formation comes from a gentleman, ermnent for his know-

ledge of mankind, and univerfally efteeraed as one pf the

greater!; geniufes of the age, and one whofe veracity has ne-

ver been queftioned, it will have no (mall weight in the

learned world."

y. I am glad this information came to my hands in time,

as it may now receive fo fulhctent an anfwer, as will pro-

bably fatisfy every candid and impartial reader.

Two things are here aiTerted concerning Mr. Fletcher; the

frill, TujI he was extremely paflionate ; the fecond, That

there was an auftere feverity and rigour in his conducl to-

ward the young perfons under h's care, particularly at Trt-

vcka. The former alioi tion is unqucftionahly true : fnch

he was by nature. The latter I quefiion much, with regard

to his conducl at Tern as well as at Trcvecfia. None can be

a more competent witnefs of his conduct at 7 rn, than Mr.

Vaughan, who lived fo long in the fame houfe ; and whofe

teitimony concerning him has been fo largely given in the

preceding pages. But waving this : can it pr.fhbly.be fuppo-,
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fed, that either Mr. Hill, or his fons then verging toward

manhood, would have borne the autlere rigour and feveri-

tv of a young man, that received his bread from them ? Yea,

and that year after year ? Surely the fuppofition fhocks all

credibility.

8. Equally incredible is the aMertion of his " auftere fe-

verity and rigour" toward the young men at Treuecka. This

is inconfiitent with the whole account given by Mr. Benfon,

an eye and ear witnefs of all his conduct. Had it been true

in any degree, would it have been poffible that he mould

have been fo efteemed and beloved by thofe very young men?

I Cannot form the lea ft conjecture, whence fuch an a Hem-

on could arife, unlefs it was invented by fome young man,

after Mr. FLich- r was difmiffed, in order to ingratiate him-

felf with his pa*ronefs.

9. The farther account which Mr. Ben/an gives of him

from nerfonal knowledge is this. " Mr. Fletcher" facs he,

M was naturally a man of ftrong paflions, and prone to an-

ger in particular: infomuch that he has frequently thrown

himfelf on the floor, and laid there moft of the night bath-

ed in tears, imploring victory over his own fpirit. And he

did not flnve in vain: he did obtain the virtory in a very

eminent degree. For twenty years and upwards before his

death, no one ever faw him out of temper, or heard him

utter a ram expreffion, on any provocation whatever. I

have often thought the teftimony that bifhop Bu rnet (in

the hiftory of his own times) bears of archbilhop Leigkton,

might be borne of him with equal propriety. " After

an intimate acquaintance with the archbifhop for many years,

and after being with him by night and by day, at home
and abroad, in public and in private, on-fundry occafions,

and in various affairs: I mult fay, I never heard an idle

word drop from his lips, nor any converfation which was

not to the ufe of edifying. I never faw him in any tem-

per, in which I myfelf would not have wifhed to be found

at death." Any that has been intimately acquainted with

Mr. Fletcher, will fay the fame of him. But they that

1; lew him beft will fav it with the moft affurance.

ic. His
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10. His di[engagements from the world and love of the

pOQr
r
Mrs. Fletcher joins together. " Never," fays fhe

*' did I behold any one more dead to the things of the.

world. His treafure was above: and fo was his heart alio.

He always remembered that admonition of the apoftle, $jo

man that warreth entangkth hiniftlf with the things of this

hfe. It was his conftant endeavour to preferve a mind free

and disencumbered: and he was exceeding wary of under-

taking any bufinefs, that might diHraft and hurry it. Ye^
in his worldly concerns, knowing himfelf to be a liewari

for GOD, he would not through carelefsnefs wafte one

penny. He likewife judged it to be his bounden duty to.

demand what he knew to be his right. And yet he could

well reconcile this with that word, He that will have thy

coat, let him have thy clcake afo. Indeed whether he had.

lefs or more, it was the fame thing upon his own account:

as he had no other ufe for it, but to fpread ihe go rpel,

and to aflift the poor. And he frequently faid, he never

was happier, than when he had given away the laft penny

he had in his houfe. |f at any time I had gold in my
drawers, it feemed to afford him no comfort. But if he

could find a handful of fmall filver, when he was going

out to fee the fick, he would exprefs as much pleafure over

it* as a mifer wou4d in difcovering a bag of hid treafure.

He was never better pleafed with my employment, than

when he had fet me to prepare food or phyfic lor the poor,

He was hardly able to relilh his dinner, if fom.e Tick neigh-

bour had not part of it ; and fometimes, if any one of them

was in want, I could not keep the linen in his drawers.

On Sundays he provided for numbers of people, who came

from a dilfance to hear the word: and his houfe, as well as

his heart, was devoted to their convenience: to relieve them

that were afflicled in body or mind, was the delight of his

heart. Once a poor man who feared GOD, being brought

into great difficulties, he took down all the, pewter from

the kitchen {helves, faying, "this will he)p you: and I can

do without it: a wooden trencher will ferve 7%eju{i as well."

In epidemic and contagious diftempers, when, the neigh-

bours
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feoure were afraid to nurfe the Tick, he has gone from houfe

to houfe, feeking fome that were willing to undertake it.

And when none could be found, he has offered his Service,

to fit up with them himfelf. But this was at his firft fet-

ting out here. At prefent there appears in many (and has

cone fo for many years) a mod ready mind to vifu and re-

lieve the diftreiTed.

11. " He thoroughly complied with that advice,

" Give to all fomething: to a good poor man,

Till thou change hands, and be where he began.

"

I have heard him fay, that when he lived alone in his

houfe, the tears have come into his eyes, when one has

brought him five or fix infignificant letters at three or four-

pence apiece: and perhaps he had only a fingle milling in

the houfe, to di {tribute among the poor to whom he was

going. He frequently faid to me, " O Polly, can we not

tio without beer? Let us drink water, and cat lefs meat.

Let our neceiTuies give way to the extremities of the poor."

12. But with all his generofity and charity he was ftrift-

ly careful to follow the advice of" the apoftle, Owe no man

any thing. He contracted no debt. While he gave all

he had, he made it a rule to pay ready money for every

thing, believing this was the bell way to keep the mind

unencumbered and free from care. Meanwhile his fubftance,

his time, his ftrength, his life, were devoted to the fervice

or the poor. And laft of all he gave vie to them. For

when we were married, he afked me folrmnly, " whether

I was willing to marry his parifii ?" And the fir ft time he

led me among his people in this place, he faid, H I have

not married this wife only for myfelf, but for ycu. I afked

her of the Lord, for your comfort, as well as mv own."

13. All his lire, as well as during his ilinefs, particular-

ly at Nezuington and Bnjlington (as has been largely related)

he was grateful in a very high degree to thofe who confer-

red the lead benefit upon him: yea, or even endeavoured

fo to do. One of thefe was Mr. Richard, Edwards of h>m
don. to whofe care be was committed as a leader, wliea

he
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he was firft admitted into thp London fociety. A lively

fenfe of the kindnefs which Mr. Edwards then mewed himi

he retained to the end of his life. This he teftified by re-

peated letters : one or two of which it may be well t©

tranferibe.

Tern, Oft. 19, 1756*
" Deareft brother,

This is to let you know, that (praife be to the Lord) I

am very well in body, and pretty well in foul—But I have

very few chriftian friends here. And GOD has been plea-

fed to take away the chief of thofe few by a molt com-
fortable death. And lately I heard that my aged father is

gone the way of all flefh. But the glorious circumftances

of his death make me ample amends for the forrow which

I felt. For fome years I have wrote to him with as much
freedom as I could have done to a fon, though not with

fo much effect as I wilhed. But laft fpring GOD vifit-

ed him with a fevere illnefs, which brought him to a fenfe

of himfelf. And after a deep-repentance, he died about a

month ago in the full afiurance of faith. This has put fe-

veral of my friends on thinking ferioufly, which affords

me great caufe of thankfulnefs. I am,

your unworthy brother

and fervant in the Lord,

JOHN FLETCHER."

14. Two years after, he wrote- to him as follows:

" I thank you for your encouraging obfervations. I

want them, and ufe them by the grace of GOD. When I

received yours, I had not had one opportunity of preaching:

fo incenfed were all the clergy againlt me. One however

let me have the ufe of his church, the abbey church at Shrew]-

bury. I preached in the forenoon with forre degree of the

demonftration of the Spirit. The congregation was very-

numerous : and I believe one half at leall dehred to hear

me again. But the miniiler would not let me have the

pulpit any more. The next Sunday the miniiler of a

neigh-
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neighbouring parifh lying a dying, I was fent for to offi-

ciate for him. He died a few days after, and the chief man

in the parifh offered to make intereft, that I might fucceed

him. But I could not confent. The next Sunday I preach-

ed at Shrewsbury ag^in, but in another church. The next

day 1 fet out for Briftol, and was much refrefhed among the

brethren. As I returned, I called at Ntw-Kingswood, about

fixteen miles from Rrijlol. (The minifter offering me his

church) I preached to a numerous congregation, gathered

on half an hour's notice. I think the feed then fown will

not be loft."—
15.

11 Another uncommon talent which GOD had given

him, fays Mrs. F. was a peculiar Jfenfibiltty of fpirit. He
had a temper the mod feeling of any I ever knew. Hardly a

night paffed over, but fome part of it was fpent in groans

For the fouls and bodies committed to his care. I dreaded

his hearing either of the fins or fufferings of any of his peo-

ple before the time of his going to bed, knowing how ftrong

the impreffions would be on his mind, chafing the fleep

from his eyes.

" And yet I hive heard him fpeak of a time, twelve or

fourteen years ago, when he was greatly tempted to think,

that he was not fenfible enough of the afflictions ofhisfeU

low-creatures. He obferved Chrift bore our infirmities,

and carried our forrows: but added he, " I have not that

Chrift-like temper: I do not bear the forrows of others."

After being for fome time buffeted with this temptation, he

prayed that a meafure of this fpirit might be given him.

Not long after, as he was vifiting a poor, Tick family, fo

lively a fenfe of their affliction, on a fudden, fell upon his

mind, that he could fcarcc get home. As foon as he fat

down in his houfe, his foul was penetrated with fucli a fenfe

of the woes of mankind, as utterly depreffed and overcame

him, and drank up his fpirits, infomuch that he could not

help himfelf, or move from one chair to another. And he

Was no more able to walk than a new-born child. "At the

fame time he feemed to lofe the ufe of his memory, and

fef all his faculties. He thought, what is this ? Is it a

Vol. II. 3 L difeafe
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difeafe ? Is it a ftroke of the palfy? Rather is it not an aft|

fwer to my own ill-judged, though well intended prayer?

Did I not a(k a burden unfuitable to a finite, and capable

ot being borne only by an infinite being? He remained

fome hours in this fituation. Then it came into his mind,

If this is a purely natural event, the will of the Lord be

done! But if it be the anfwer to an improper prayer, GOD
will anfwer again by removing it. Ke cried to the Lord,

and was immediately reftored to flrength both of body and

mind,

" When we were at Leeds, in the year 1784, I had ano-

ther proof of the tender fenfibifity of his heart. O how
deeply was he affected, concerning the welfare of his bre-

thren! When any little difputes arofe between them, his

inmoff. foul groaned under the burden. And by two or

three o'clock in the morning I was fare to hear him breath-

ing out prayer for the peace and profperity of Sion. When
I obferved to him, I was afraid it would hurt his health, and

wifhed him to fleep more, he would anfwer, 44 O Felly

^

the caufe of GOD lies near my heart!"

" Toward ?ne, his tendernefs was exerted in its utmofl

extent. My foul, my body, my health, my eafe and coin-

fort, were his daily fiudy. We had no thought either paft.

or prefent, which we purpofely concealed from each other.

My fpiritual advancement was his conftant endeavour: and

to this he was continually flirring me up, inviting me to

walk more clofely with GOD: urging that thought, " O
my dear, let us pray for dying grace; for we fhall not be

long here." His temporal affairs he committed folely to

me, though he was always ready to aflift me in the fmali-

eft matters.

" One article more remains to be fpoken of, namely, his

communion with GOD. Although he enjoyed this, more or

lefs at all times and in all places, yet I have frequently

heard him obferve, that the feafons of his clofeft commu-

nion were always in his own houfe or in the church: ulu-

ally in the latter. It is much to be lamented, that we have

no account of it from his own pen. It was his conftant

endeavoui
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endeavour to maintain an uninterrupted fejife of the prefence

of GOD. In order to this, he was flow of fpeech, and had

the greateft government of his words. Indeed he both a£t-

ed, and fpoke, and thought, as under the eye of GOD.
And thus letting GOD always before him, he remained un-

moved in all occurrences, at all times and on every occa-

fion pofTeiling inward recollection. Nor did I ever fee him

diverted therefrom, on any occanon whatever, either going

out or coining in, whether by ourfeives or in company.

Sometimes he ioo.k his journies alone : but above a thou-

fand miles I have travelled with him : curing which, neither

change of company, place, nor the variety of circumftances

which naturally occur in travelling, ever teemed to make

the lead difference in his fiim attention to the prefence of

GOD. 7 o preferve this uniform habit of foul, he was fo

watchful and recollected, that to fuch as were unexperienced

in thefe things, it might appear like infen fibiiit y : although

no one could converfe in a more lively and fenfible manner,

even on natural things, when he faw it was to the glory of

GOD. He was always driving to raife his own and every

other fpirit to a clofe and immediate intercourse with GOD.
And I can fay with truth, all his union with me was fo in-

termingled with prayer and praife, that every employment,

and every meal were perfumed therewith."

16. I had concluded what I purpofed to fay concerning

the ciiarautr of Mr. FL:t< her
y
when I received a long letter

from Mr. Benjcn; an extract; of which I cannot withhold

from the reader. For although molt of the particulars here-

of are contained in the preceding pages, yet as they are here

placed in quite another order, and have alfo feveral new cir-

cumftances intermixed, I could not doubt of their being both

agreeable and profitable to every perfon of piety.

" As to drawing the character of that great and good

man,
5

' fays Mr. Ben/on, " it is what I will not attempt : but

if I can fuggeft any thing that will ajjijl you therein, 1 mall

think my little labour well bed owed. With this view I have

been looking over many of his letters, and obferve in them

all, what I have a thoufand times obferved in his converfa-

ticti
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tion and behaviour, the plainefl marks of every chrifliaa

grace and virtue.

" Perhaps if he followed his Mailer more clofely in one

thing than another, it was in humility. It is one branch of

poverty of fpirit (another word for humility) to think mean-

ly of ourfelves. And he certainly thought meanly of him-

felf, both as a chriftian, as preacher, and as a writer. I need

not fay, how he fhone in all thofe characters ; but he knew

not that he fhone in any of them. How low an opinion he

had of himfelf as a chriflian, manifeflly appears from his

placing himfelf at the feet of all, and (hewing a continual

defire to learn from every company he was in. He paid all

til ieference to the judgment of others, readily acknow-

ledged whatever was good in them, and feemed to think him-

felf the only perfon in whom there dwelt no excellency

worth notice. Hence it was that he often wrote and fpoke,

as if he had not received that grace, which he undoubtedly

had received. And indeed he overlooked what he had at-

tained, through the eager defire he had of higher and greater

things. Many of his letters {hew, how very meanly he

thought of his own attainments as a chiiftian, through the

continually increafing views which he had of the divine pu-

rity, and of the high degree df conformity thereto, which

is attainable even in this world.

" And however little he was in his own eyes as a chrift-

ian, he was equal \\ fo as a writer and a preacher. In con-

fequence of the mean opinion he had of his own abilities,

he gladly offered what he wrote to he corrected by any

friend, however inferior to him ft! f. Thus in a letter, dated

Nov. 23, 3771, fays, " I have fent a letter of fifty pages

upon Ant^nomianifiTi. 1 beg, upon ray bended knees, you

would revife and correct it. I have followed my light, fmall

as it is. Put yours to mine.
5
-
3 What a mean opinion he

had of his own writings, appears from a letter written,

March 20, 1774, " I do not repent of my having engaged

in this controverfy : for, though my little publication can-

not reclaim thofe, who are confirmed in believing the lie

of the dry, yet they nay here and there flop one i;om fal-

lowing
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lowing it at ai all, or at leaft from fwallowing it fo deeply."

Two years aher, he fays, " I have almoft run my race of

fcribbling: and I have preached as much as I could, though

to little purpofe: but I muil not complain. If one perfon

has received good by my ten years labour, it is an honour for

which I cannot be too thankful, it my mind were as low

as it fhould be. Let us blefs the Lord in all things.*'

" As difficult as it is to think meanly of ourfelves, it is

flill more difficult to be willing that others fhould think

meanly of us. And how eminent he was in this, app s

from hence, that he was conftrtntly upon his guard I

any expredion mould drop either from his hps Or pen,

which tended to make any one think well of him, either on

account of his family, or learning, or parts, or ufefulnefs*.

Yea, he look as much pains to concettithis excellencies, as

others do tofnea) them, having tue fame drfire to be little

and unknown, which many have to be known and eJleemecfe

[Continued at page 405.]

The Journal of FRANCIS ASBURY, Eijliop of the

Metkodifi-Epifcopal Church,

fiom March 26, 1772, to April 14, 1773.

(Continued from page 407.)

T ORD s day 28. After preaching yefterday at Samuel

JL_J Fotward\ I returned to friend Pre/ions, and preach-

ed twice to-day. Then rode to Mr. Ddlams, and fpent

the evening comfortably.

Monday, March 1. Mr. Dellam and myfelf rode to

Bond's, where I fpoke with great plainnefs of fpeech.

There appears to be fome reafon to doubt of ihe people iri

general here; though the young women feem to be tfeeply

ieiious and thoughtful. I then went to Capt. S—'s ; but

iound
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found very little faiisfaclion. The man and his wife, are^

I fear, too fond of their own opinions. After preaching here,

I went to Bond's again and fpent fome time in ferious convert

fation ;
afterwards prayed and gave an exhortation; I rode to

Murray'^ and preached; then returned to C—'s, & preached

there : hut found the old man too much of a Quaker in

principle. He objects againlr. prayer in his family ; and great-

ly difcourages his daughter, who itrives to live in the fear

of GOD. Fi id. March ,5. Went to John Owens, where

we had a melting time ; and the people feemed to be much
affected both in the day and in the evening. Satan has af-

faulted me very much of late : but hitherto the Lord hath

helped and delivered me. I came aext to Baltimore, and had

many to hear the word.

Saturday 6. Went to the Point, but the people feemed

very hard in their minds. In the evening, at Baltimore, we
had a moving, melting feafon. I humbly believe, the la-

bour was not in vaim.

.Monday 8. Rofe this morning with a determination tq

fight or die ; and fpent an hour in earned prayer. Lord,

keep me ever watchful. I was alfo much comforted by a

letter, which I lately received from Richard Owen. Pari

of which was as follows, " I know not what it will come to.

" Almoft every perfon feems to be under a religious con-

" cern. There are about 22 perfons already joined in focie-

" ty at Seneca. At George-town, four have been lately en-

" abled to rejoice in GOD ; and one at Rocky-creek. Blef-

" fed be GOD, who haih not forgotten to be gracious."

Tuefday 9. This was a day of fweet peace to my foul.

Went to dine with one Mr. L— , and found him and his

wife both ferious. Preached in the evening, with power.

Wednefday 10. I went to N. P—'s. It was a rainy

morning ; but a time of power to thofe who were prefent.

In going thence to Mr. GatcKs, it was with great difficulty

we croffed the water. The next morning, fet off for Gun-

per d' v hfd ; but found the Great foils very high; howe-

ver, I got in about one o'clock, and found it a good

time, while preaching the word of GOD.
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Friday 12. Preached a funeral fermon at John Wilfons,

from Ifaiah lvii. 1, 2.

—

The righteous periJJieth, and no man

layeth it to heart ; and merciful men are taken away, none con-

sidering that the righteous is taken awayfrom the evil to cone.

He Jliall rejl in peace : they jkall refl hi their beds, each one

walking in his uprightnefs. This was a folemn time indeed.

What melting and weeping appeared among the people !

There was fcarce a dry eye to be feen. O that it may not

be as feed fown by the way-fide ! After preaching, rode to

Mr. Dtllarns; and met with brother King and brother Web-

Jler, and found myfelf abundantly comforted in their com-

pany.

Lord's day 14. Preached at Bohemia. There were but few

people ; though it was a melting time. Rode then to 5.

Herfeys, but was much (hut up in preaching.

Monday 1,5. Found my mind, this morning, free to do

the will of GOD ; and was more than ever itrengthened in

prayer. But fet out for Worion, to-day, with my mind de-

preft in fuch a manner, as I hardly ever felt it before. In my
journey, my heart funk within me ; and knew not why.

At a certain Mr. Dixon 's, at the Crofs-roads, many people,

who appeared to be Grangers to the truth, were waiting to

hear the word. I flood at the door, and declared

—

The time

isfulfilled, the kingdom of GOD is at hand. I ipoke with

great feeling, and exerted myfelf much, but could not get

my fpirit free. They perfuaded me to flay all night ; but

it was as if I had been bound in chains.

Tuefday 16. Went to Randall's, and found myfelf deli-

vered from my fhackles ; but ftill my fpirit is not alfogether

at home ; it longs for GOD, and my heart has been kept

in a great meafure pure. I do humbly and confidently hope,

to live more to GOD than ever. Lord, keep me every

moment.

Wednefday 17. Went down to the lower church, but

with fome backwardnefs of mind. However, there were
many people, who were hull and attentive ; and I felt a

melting fenfe of GOD in my own foul.

Friday
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Friday 18. Spoke, with power, to many people at Ntw-
cajlk. Went thence to Wilmington, and fpoke to a few

people with great feeling.

Lord's day 20. But few attended, at Ifaac Herfey\ becaufe

of the ram ; but I felt myfelf greatly afMed. Went ihence;

through the rain, to Newport, where many people attended

in the evening. They appeared to have very little fenfe

of religious things.

Monday 21. Being a rainy day, we fet out late for

Marlborough. There was, notwithftanding, a large con-

gregation waiting. Though unwell, I gave them an exhorta-

tion at night, and Ifaac Rawlins preached. He has been

of fome ufe to the people here.

Tuefday 22. My mind was ferene ; and I felt a near-

nefs to GOD—a determination to live to him alone.

Went to Thomas Ellis's, and felt much life while preach-

ing to a large company there : but was much afflicted with

a violent pain in the head.

Wednefday 23. Many great people attended the preach-

ing at TVoodard's ; and we had a comfortable time. Rode
thence to Samuel Hooper s : many Quakers were prefent,

and it was a moving feafon—I then went about twen-

ty miles, through wet weather and bad roads, to Mr. Tuf-

fey's. The night was very dark, the road was through the

woods, and it was late before we reached the place
; but^

by the help of a good guide, I got there fafe at laft 0

" In all my ways, thy hand I own,

Thy ruling Providence I fee

;

O help me ftill my courfe to run,

And ftill direct my paths to thee."

Was fomewhat. troubled to hear of Mr. W—who had print-

ed fome of Mr. Wefleys books, for the fake of gain. This

will not do. It does by nO means look well.

Friday 25. Many young people attended, among others,

at Chri/leen-bndge, while I preached from Eccle. \\. 9. Re-

joice, 0 young man, in thy youth, and let thy heart cheer thee

in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thy heart,

and
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mid in thejight of thine eyes :. but know thou, thatfor all theft

things GOD will bring thee intojudgment. Deep ferioufnefs

fat on the faces of all; and the mouths of many gainfayeis

were in a great meafure Hopped.

Saturday 27. Rode to Bohemia, and lodged with a Pref-

byterian elder. The next day preached in the fchool-houfe.

But thefe people who profefs religion, could fcarce be fe-

rious during the time of preaching. Mr. B , and fome

Other great oppofers of our doctrine, were prefent at Solo-

mon Herfy's, at three o'clock: I therefore changed my pur-

pofe, and preached from John iii. 23. And this is his com-

mandment, that we fliould believe on the name ofhis fon Je-

fus Chrift, and love one another ; as he gaoe us commandment.

And had great hope that it was well received.

Monday 29. Rede twenty miles to Sufquehannah; and

jufr. got in, almoft fpent, time enough to preach at 3 o'clock.

Hitherto the Lord hath helped. Praifed, for ever, be his

dear and blefTed name.

Tuefday, go. Our quarterly meeting began. After

I had preached, we proceeded to bufinefs: and in our little

conference, the following queries were propounded, viz.

i. Are there no diforderly perfons in our clafTes ? It

was thought not.

s. Docs not dram-drinking too much prevail among our

people?

3. Do none contract debts without due care to pay

them ? We found that this evil is much avoided among
our people.

4. Are the band-meetings kept up ?

5. Is there nothing immoral in any of our preachers ?

6. What preachers travel now, and where are they {ra-

tioned ? It was then urged that none muff break our rules,

under the penalty of being excluded from our connexion.

All was fettled in the mod amicable manner. Mr. Straw-

bridge preached a good and ufeiul fermon, from Joel ii. 17.

Let, the priefts* the miniflers of the Lord, weep between the

porch and the altar, &c. Many people were prefent at our

love-feaft, among whom were fome ftrangers: .but all were

Vol. II. 3 M deeply
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deeply ferious, and the power of GOD was prefent indeed.

Brother Owen preached a very alarming fermon, and bro-

ther Stephen/on gave a moving exhortation. The wholfr

ended in great peace. And we all went, in the ftrength of

the Lord, to our feveral appointments.

Saturday 3. Preached at Baltimore, where we had a com-

fortable meeting. Lord's day 4. Delivered a funeral dif-

courfe, but was much fhut up in my mind. Went thence

to the F&re/l, and preached at y o'clock, with much com-

fort. Several rich people attended preaching the laft three

days, and did not feem difpleafed with the plain truths of

the gofpel. One or two perfons here feem to be groaning

for full redemption. My heart is grieved that I have not

been entirely devoted to GOD; but have great reafon to

be thankful, that I feel more and more defne after GOD.
Thurfday 8. I left Baltimore. John King and three ex-

porters being prefent, we held a watch-night at Prejlons,

in which the Lord was powerfully with us.

Friday 9 Preached at Lettons with power. But found

it a heavy crofs, while preaching at Mr. Giles's.

Lord's day 11. Preached at Bohemia; but the people

there feem to be but little affected. Rode thence to Solo-

?non Herfef% where many people attended ; and I was en-

abled to fpeak with folemnity from Deut. xxx. 19. I have

Jet before you life and death, &c. Went thence to New-

Cafile, but found them out of order. Then rode to Red-

Clay Creek, where I preached with power.

Tuefday 13. Many people came to hear the word at

Mount-Pleafant.

Wednefday 14. Came very weary to Philadelphia ; but

the fight of my friends greatly revived me; and all feent

to be in peace.

[To be continued in Vol. IIL]

LET-
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LETTERS, Sec.

The Fall and Lamentation of Or I gen.

TM the reign of the emperor Dacius, Origtn endured great

A torments For the fake of Chrift and the gofpel, and was

frequently threatened even with death itfelk

One day, hearing that fome Chriftians were forcibly car-

ried to an idol-temple to facrifice, he ran thither to diifuade

them from it. When his adverfaries faw him, they let go

the others, and laid hold on him
;
nutting him to his choice,

whether he would offer incenfe to the idol, or have his bo-

dy defiled with a woman ? As he chofe the former, they

put incenfe into his hands ; whilit he demurred, they took

his hands and caufed him to throw it into the fire, and then

cried out, Oiigen hath facrificed \ Qrigen hath facrificed !

When this was known to the church, he was excommuni-

cated ; and being filled with fhame and forrow, he left Alex-

andria^ and came to jferrifulem, where he was conflrained

by importunity to preach to them. He took his pible, open-

ed it, and the firft place he caft his eyes upon was this

fcripture : Unto the wicked GOD faith, why dofi thou preach

my law, and take my covenant into thy mouth ? Pfalm 1. 16.

W hen he had read thefe words he fat down and burft out

into abundance of tears ; the» whole congregation wreeping

with him aifo ; fo that he was not able to fay any more un-

to them. Alter this he wandered up and down in great grief

and torment of confeience, and wrote the following lamenta-

tion.

" In the bitternefs of grief, I go about to fpeak unto them,

who fhall hereafter read this confufed writing. But how
can I fpeak, when my tongue is tied up, and my lips dare

not once move ? My throat alfo is dried up, and all my
fenfes are polluted with iniquity.

" O ye faints and bleffed of GOD, with waterifh eyes

and wet cheeks, foaked in forrow and pain, I befeech you

to fall down before the feat of almighty GOD, for me a

mife-
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miferable (inner, who by reafon of my fins, dare not crave

aught at the hands of GOD ! Wo is me, my mother, that

ever thou broughteft me forth ! A righteous man, to be con-

verfant in unrighteoufnefs ! An heir of the kingdom of

GOD, to be an inheritor of the kingdom of fatan. A mi-

ruiler, to be found wallowing in impiety ! A man beautified

with honour and dignity, to be in the end blemithed with

fhame and ignominy ! A lofty turret, yet fuddenly thrown to

the ground ! A burning light, yet forthwith darkened ! A
fruitful tree, yet quickly withered ! A running fountain,

yet by and by dried up ! Wo is me, that ever I was

decked with gifts and graces ; and now pitifully deprived

of all ! But who will miniffer moifture to my head ? And
who will give ftreams of tears unto my eyes, that I may
bewail myfelf in this my forrowful plight ! Alas ! O my
miniftry, how fhall I lament thee ? O all ye my friends, ten-,

der my cafe, and pity my penon, that am fo dangeroufly

wounded ! Pity me, O ye my friends, for that I have now

trodden under foot the feal and cognifance of my proiemon,

and joined in league with the devil ! Pity me, O ye my
friends, for that I am rejected and caft away from before

the face of GOD Almighty. There is no forrow compara-

ble to my forrow. There is no affliction that exceeds my
affliction. No bitternefs that palfeth my bitternefs I No
lamentation more lamentable than mine ; neither is there

any fin greater than mine ; and there is no falve for me.

Where is that good Shepherd of fouls ? Where is he that

went down from Jtrufakrn to Jericho, which falved and

cured him that was wounded by thieves ? Seek me out, O
Lord, that am fallen from the higher J-iruJalcm ; who have

broken the vow which I made in baptifm. Alas that ever

I was a doctor ; and now occupy not the room of a difci-

ple. Thou knowefl, O Lord, that I fell againft my will j

whereas I went about to enlighten others, I darkened my-

felf. When I endeavoured to bring others from death to

life, I brought myfelf trorjaj life to death. When I minded

to prefent others before GOD, I presented myfelf before

the devil. When I d$fired to be found a friend and favour-

er
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er of godlinefs, I was found a foe, and a furtherer of ini-

quity. When I fet myfeif againft the afiembhes of the

wicked, and reproved their doings, there found I fliamc,

and the mod peftilent wound of the devil. Some promifed

me that they would l?e baptized ; but after I paffed from

them, the devil transformed himfelf into an angel of light,

and laid unto me, When thou art up in the morning, go

and bring them unto GOD. But the devil going before

me prepared the way, and I fkipoing out of my bed at the

dawn of day, could not finim my wonted devotion, neither

accomplish ray ufual prayers ;.
defiring that all men might

be faved, and come to the knowledge of the truth. I gat

me to thole wicked men, and required them to perform the

promije made the night before. But I knew not their fub-

iilty, tiU we came to the place of baptifm. O blinded, heart,

how didft thou not remember! O foolifh mind, how didft

thou not bethink thyfelf. But it was the devil th \t\u\ ed thee

aflcep, and in Jie end, flew thy wretched fouL O fVtan,

what half done unto me ! How bafttbou wounded me!

I bewailed fonietimes i 'ie fall of Su:npjon ; but now fcave

fallen worfe myfeif. Sa:npfon had his hair cut off; I

crown of glory is fallen from my head. Sampfon

eyes of his body; but my fpi ritual eyes die put 01 r

the wilinefs of a woman that brought cont

but it was my tongue that brought me into this unfa

dition.

H Alas! my church liveth
; yet I am a widower. Mj

fons are alive
; yet I am barren. Every creature rejoiceth;

and I alone am defolate and forrowful. Bewail ire, O
ye blefTed people of GOD, who am banimea from GOD.
Bewail me, who am (but out of the wedding-chamber of

Chrift. Bewail me who am abhorred of the angels, and
fevered from the faints. Who knoweth whether the Lord
will have mercy on me, and pity my fall ? Whether he will

be moved with my defolation ? Whether he will have r :fpeel

to my humiliation, and incline his tender compr.mori to-

wards me ? I will proftrate myfeif before the threfhold and
porch of his church, that I may entreat all people, both fmall

alii
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and great, faying unto them, trample and tread me under

foot, who am the unfavoury fait ; tread upon me, who have

no tafte nor favour of GOD ; tread upon me, who am fit

for nothing.

" Now let the elders mourn, for that the ftaff whereon

they leaned is fallen.

" Now let the youqg men mourn, for that their fchool-

mafter is fallen,

" Now let the virgins mourn, for that the advancer of vir-

ginity is defiled.

" Now let the rainifters mourn, for that their patron and

defender is fhamefully fallen.

" Wo is me, that I fell fo foully ! Wo is me that I fell

moll dangeroufly, and cannot rife again! Affift me, O Ho-

ly Spirit, and give me grace to repent : let the fountain of

tears be opened, and gum out into ftreams, to fee, if perad-

venture I may have grace thoroughly to repent, and to wipe

out of the book of my conference, the accufations printed

therein againft me. But thou, O Lord, think not upon my
polluted lips, neither weigh thou the tongue that hath utter-

ed lewd things ; but accept of my repentance and have mer-

cy upon me, and raife me up out of the mire of corruption

for the puddle thereof hath even choaked me. Wo is me
that was fometimes a pearl glittering in the golden garland

of glory ; but now am thrown into the duff, and trodden in

the mire of contempt. Wo is me, that the fait of GOD
now lieth on the dunghill.

44 Now I will addrefs myfelf unto GOD. Why haft,

thou lifted me up, and call me down ? I had not committed

this impiety, unlefs thou hadft withdrawn thine hand.from

me. But why, O Lord, haft thou {hut my mouth by the

holy prophet David? Have I been the firft that finned, or

am I the firft that 'fell ? Why haft thou forfaken me, being

defolate, and banifhed me from amongft thy faints, and afto-

nilhed me, when I fhould preach thy law ? David himfelf,

who hath fhut up my mouth, finned too bad in thy fight

;

yet upon repentance, thou receivedft him to mercy. Peter,

that
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that was a pillar, after his fall, wipes it away with briny

tears, not continuing long in the puddle of infidelity.

" Now, I humbly befeech thee, O Lord, call me back,

for that I have trodden a mod perilous and deftruftive way

;

grant me that good guide and inftrufcfor, the Holy Ghoft,

that I become not the habitation of devils • but that I may

tread under foot the devils that trode upon me, and over-

coming all his flights, may be again reftored to the joys of

thy falvation,

" Now, all ye who behold my wound, tremble for fear»

and take heed that ye {lumber not, nor fall into the like

crime ; but rather let us affemble together, and rend our

hearts. 1 mourn, and am forry at the heart, O ye my
friends, that ever 1 fell.

" Let the angels lament over mc, becaufe of this my
dangerous fall.

" Let the aflemblieS of faints lament over me, for that I

am fevered from their bleffed focieties.

" Let the holy church lament over me, for that I am wo-

fully declined.

" Let all the people lament over me, for that I have my
death's wound.

" Bewail me, that am in like cafe with the reprobate

Jews ; for this which was faid unto them, why doft thou

preach my law, &c. now foundeth alike in my ears. What
mall I do, that am thus befet with manifelt mifchiefs. Alas !

O death, why doft thou linger ? O fatan, what mifchief

hail thou brought unto me ? How halt thou pierced my
bread with thy poifonous dart ? Thinkeft thou, that my ru-

in will avail any thing at all ? Thinkeit thou, to piocurc

to thyfelf any eafe or reft, whilft I am g< ievoufly tormented ?

Who is able to fighify unto thee, whether my fins be wi-

ped and done away ? whether I mall not again be coupled

with, and made a companion of the faints ? O Lord, I fall

before thy mercy-feat ; have mercy upon me, who mourn
thus out of meafure, becaufe I have greatly offended ! Rid
my foul, Lord, from the roaring lion. The affembly of the

faints doth make interceifion for me, who am an unprofita-

ble
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ble fervaiit. Shew mercy, O Lord, to thy wandering ttieep,

who are fubjeft to the rending teeth of the ravenous wolf!

Save me, O Lord, out of his mouth ! Let my fackcloth be

rent alunder, and gird me with joy and gladnefs. Let me
be again received into the joy of my GOD. Let me be

thought worthy of his kingdom, through the earnefl: petitions

of the church, which forroweth over me, and humbleth her-

felf to Jefus Chrift, in my behalf. To whom with the Fa-

ther and the Holy Ghoft, be all glory and honour, for ever

and ever.'* Amen.

A Pattern for Christian Wives.

QT. Auguftine fpeaking of his mother Monica faith, That

k3 file ferved her hufband as her Lord ; and that me en-

deavoured what flie could, for the winning of him to the

faith : that (he patiently fuftained the injuries of the bed;

and though Patricius was of a hot and choleric temper, yet

me never made rehftance to him in his anger, neither in word

nor deed ; but fometimes, when me had an opportunity, in his

calm humours, (lie would give him an account of what (he had

done, and the reafons for it. She would often gravely ad-

monifti other women for laying open the faulcs of their huf-

bancls, in familiar difcourfes with one another ; and let them

know, that me had a faculty beyond them, in efcaping

fcratched faces and quarrels, under a hufband of a much

rougher fpirit than theirs ; that it was never heard, or known

by any %n, that Patricius had ever beaten his wife, or

Monica ever quarrelled with her hufband. Thus by her pa-

tient, prudent behaviour, fhe at laft won him over to the

faith. Aug. Corif. 1. 9. c. 9.

POETRY.
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Poetry.

Christian Experience.

^tTTfTHEN pow'rful motives in the foul combine^

VV To teach our firm obedience where to flow,

'Whene'er a friend can make a claim like thine,

.

On what our love, or what our art can {how j

5Tis then the heart with fweet fubmifiion bows,

And freely renders what its pow'r allows.

I thank my honour'd friend, who has enjoin'd

This [ roof of filial, unaffected love ;

And thus attempt, in artlefs lays, to find

A way, his fympathetic care to move

;

Fain would I claim his aid to fet me rights

And pity, equal to my wants, excite.

Oft ds T rhoughtlefs rov'd the beaten way,

And wilaiy trod the ever-treach'rous road,

Myfelf the idol of the riling day,

Self-love the fource whence all my actions flow'd^

Oft did the heart-felt tear o'erflow mine eye *,

And all feem'd gloomy, though I knew not why.

Scarce had ten years their hafty circles run,

And infant joys difclos'd their gaudy ftore,

Scarce had my foul the frantic fcene begun,

But all was thefome that I priz'd before;

Sudden I ftopt t' attend the heav'nly call,

And only mourn'd my fouFs difcover'd fall.

Vol. II,
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Oft when my heart, all anxious and difmay'dj

Full keenly felt the bitternefs of fin,

Sought penfive fuccour in the lonely (hade,

Or vainly {trove to chafe the gloom within ;

£v'n then a beam' from heav'n would intervene,

And peace and joy were for a moment feen.

But, O ! how fhort relief from pungent pain ?

The day when vanifh'd left a double night

;

The gloom, but heighten'd, overfpsead again,

And all was dark, unfit for war or flight j

Exhaufted ftrength, and anguifh unredref:,

I funk, all hclplefs ! on the Saviour's bread.

In that glad hour, a gleam of radiant day

Difpeli'd my fears, and pour'd a ftream of light *

Joy fiii'd my heart ! and forrow fled away [

The nights were peaceful, as the days were bright

Fearlefs of combats, or affliction's blaft,

I thought the bitternefs of death ivas paji.

Since then my foul has many a fight endurVi,

The toils of war, the cruel tempter's art,

The" deadly wound of inbred fin uncur'd,

The endlefs mazes of a treach'rous heart

,

Unequal paflions, an.unconquer'd will,

And all the latent labyrinths of ill.

The world allur'd j too oft my heart purfu'd,

And gaz'd, unwatchful of the lurking fnare %

Oft-times the frowns of heav'n my grief renewM,

Unbleft my foul, and uninfpir'd my pray'r,

I felt the toil, the agonizing flrife,

And ail the conflicts of unfettled life.

Suffice for me, if now the toil is o'er,

If grace has now the certain vi&o:y' gain'd ;

1 give the praife to that Almighty Bow'r,

Who gave the conqueft, and with love fuftain'd
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The finking fpirits, and the feeble hand,

Fearful to yield, though helplefs to withftand.

'Tis now my foul begins the chr'ijlian fight.

Striving to live to GOD, {he daily dies,

Leaves every fhadow of terrene delight,

And gives her all, a whole burnt-facrifice

;

Though oft-times fears within, and war around,

No pain difmays, when help in GOD is found.

Not that the tempter has forgot his {kill,

Or fails a moment, feeking to devour

;

But ever nigh the Lord of hofts I feel,

For my defence to exercife his power

;

Ev'n while I write, I find his guardian care,

It keeps my heart, and anfwers ev'ry pray'r.

Unworthy as I am, his love has giv'n

Plenty, and friends, and fellowmip of faints

;

But of the bleffings I derive from heav'n

(Except the love that quiets my complaints)

For none with equal gratitude I bend,

As for my tender, much-refuected friend.

>

With you I feel, with you I fmile, or weep

;

I feel your forrows, and I know your care

;

An equal pace with yours my wilhes keep

;

And on my heart I all your burdens bear;

In joy or forrow I your fteps purfue, .

And think it happinefs to follow you.

And mud this friend, this crowning gift beftow'd

Be torn for ever from my wimful fight ?

The gratitude with which my bofom glow'd,

Th' obedient love, the reverent delight,

Muft all the favours that I long have known,:

But edge the mem'ry of the moments flown.
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But, what am I ? a thoufand voices rife

(And duteous children have a right to plead).

" Ah, why forget the firm, uniting ties;

« The word divine, which you our guide decreed
3

« Parental love, the heav'n-defcended flame,

<c And all that centres in a father's name ?

f Giv'n to our pray'r, a little longer ftay,

« And blefs our eyes and hearts as heretofore 5

" O ! never leave us, till the doling day

" Forbids an added period to implore

;

« Till life and labour in a moment ceafe

;

f When heav'n mall fummon, then depart in peace.
5'

Till then, my father, deign to think on me,

And offer fervent faith's effectual pray'r j

And if I have an intereft found with thee,

Indulgent King of Heav'n, my heart prepare,

Jnfpire petitions for my guide and friend,

Give him in thee the life that cannot end .
l

A SHORT HYMN.

i Cor. xv. 44. It is /own a natural body, it is raifed a fpi<%

ritual body.

ABODY natural, by food

And fleep fuftain'd, to death I give

;

A body fpiritual, endued

With nobler qualities, receive

;

A permanent, ethereal frame, .

From all material dregs refin'd,

Compos'd of pure, angelic flame,

And meet for my eternal mind.

T H E
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LVI. ™\,TOW, you are probably thinking of Efui and

_l\ Pharaoh. Do you then fet it clown as an

an unquestionable truth, that thefe were eternally con-

demned, by the mere fovereign will of GOD? Are you

fure, that they were eternally condemned ? Even that

point is not altogether certain. It is no where affirmed iu

holy writ : and it would coft you fome pains to prove it.

It is true, Pharaoh's death was a punithment from GOD:
but it does not follow, that he was punifhed everlastingly

And if he was, it was not by the mere fovereign luill of

GOD, but becaufe of his own ftiibbornnefs and impeni-

tence.

Of this Mofes has given us a particular account ; accord-

ingly we read, When Pharaoh fnv that there was refpite

(after he was delivered from the' plague of frogs) he harden-

ed his heart, and hearkened not unto them, £xod. viii. 15.

So after the plague of flies ; Pharaoh hardened his /start at

this time alfo, neither would he let the people go, ver. 32. Again,

When Pharaohfaw that the rain and hail were ceafed, hefin-

ned yet more, and hardened his heart, he and his Jervants,

chap.
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chap. ix. 34. After GOD had given him all this fpace to

repent, and had expoftulated with him for his obftinate

impenitence in thofe folemu words, How long <wilt thou re-

fufe to humble thyjelf before me? chap, x, 3. What won-
der is it, if GOD then hardened his heart, that is, permit-

ted Satan to harden it : if he at length wholly withdrew
his foftening grace, and gave him up to a reprobate mind P

LVII. The cafe of Efau is widely different from this :

although his conduct alfo is blamable in many points. The
firii was the felling his birthright to Jacob, Gen. xxv. 31,

&c. The next, his marrying againft his father's confent,

chap. xxvi. 34, 35. but it is highly probable he was fenfi-

ble of his fault*; becaufe lfaac appears to have been fully

reconciled to him, when he faid, My Jon, make me fome

favoury meat, that my foul may blefs thee before I die, Gen.

xxvii. 4.

In the following verfes we have an account of the man-

ner wherein he was fupplanted by his brother Jacob. Up-
on Ifaacs relation of this, Efau cried with a great and exm

feeding bitter cry, ver. 34. and faid unto his feather, Blefs

me, even me alfo, O my father ! but he found no place, fays

the apoftle, for repentance, for- recovering the ble fling,

though he fought it carefully ivith tears. Thy brother
x

faid

Jfaac, hath taken away thy bleffing : I have blejfed him, yea,

and he fjall be blejfed. So that all Efaus forrow and tears-

could not recover his birthright, and the blefling annexed

thereto.

And yet there is great reafon to hope, that Efau, as well

as Jacob, is now in Abrahams bofom. For although for a.

time he hated Jacob, and afterward came againft him with

four hundred men, very probably defigning to take revenge

for the injuries he' had fuftained ;
yet we find, when they

met, Efau ran and embraced him, and fell on his neck and

kifI'd him. So thoroughly had GOD changed his heart.

And why mould we doubt but that happy change continu-

ed-?

. LVIIL
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LVIII. You can ground no folid objection to this, on

St. Paul's words in the epiftle to the Romans: // was faid

u?ito%er, the elder Jball ferve the younger : as it is written^

Jacob have I loved but Efau have I hated, chap. ix. 12, 13*

For it is undeniably plain, that both theie fcriptures relafe,

not to the perfons of Jacob and Efau, but to their defcenc1-

ants the Ifraelites fprung from Jacob, and the Edomites

. fprung from Efau. In this fenfe only did the elder (Eiau)
%

ferve the younger : not in his perfon (for Ef.u never ferved

Jacob ; J but in his pofterity. The pofterity of the . elder

brother ferved the pofterity of the. younger.

The other text referred to by the apoftle, runs thus : 1

hved Jacob, and I hated Eiau, and laid his mountains and

his heritage wajle for the dragons of the wildernefs, Mai. L

2, 3. Whofe heritage was it that GOD laid wafte ? Nat
that which Efau perfcnally enjoyed ; but that of his pofte-

rity, the Edomites, for their enormous fins, largely de-

scribed by feveral of the prophets. So neither is there here

any inftance of any man being finally condemned, by the

m merefovereign will of GOD.

LIX. The unchangeablenefs of GOD we allow likewife.

in him is no variablenefs, neither Jhadcw of turning. But

you feem to lie under a miflake, concerning this alfo, for

want of obferving the fcripture-account of it. The fcrip-^

ture teaches, 1. That GOD is unchangeable, with regard

to his decrees. But what decrees ? The fame that he has

commanded to be preached to every creature, " He that be-

lievethyjhall be faved ; he that believeth not, Jball be damned.''

The fcripture teaches, 2. That GOD is unchangeable with

regard to his love and hatred. But how ? Obferve this

well; for it is your grand miflake, and the root of almoft

all the reft. GOD unchangeably loveth righteoufnefs, and

hateth iniquity. Unchangeably he loveth faith, and un-

changeably hateth unbelief. In confequence hereof he un-

changeably loveth the righteous, and hateth the workers of

iniquity* He unchangeably loves them that believe, and

hates wilful, obftinate unbelievers. So that the fcripture-

account of GOD's unchangeable^^ with regard to his

decrees,
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decrees, is this : he has unchangeably decreed to fave holy

believers, and to condemn obftinate^ impenitent unbeliev*

ers. And, according to fcripture, his unchangeablenefs of -

affeclion, properly and primarily regards tempers and not

'perfons : and perfons (as Enoch, Noah, AbrahamJ only as thofe

tempers are found in them. Let tiren the unchangeablenefs

of GOD be put on the right foot, let the fcripture be al-

lowed to fix the objects of it, and it will as foon prove

tranfubftantiation, as unconditional Election.

LX. The faithfulnefi of GOD may be termed a branch

of his truth. He will perform what he hath. promifed. But

then let us enquire of the oracle of GOD, to whom the

promifes are made ? the promifes of life and immortality ?

The anfwer is, To Abraham and his feed, that is, to thofe who
walk in the fleps of the faith of their father Abraham. To
thofe who believe, as believers, are the gofpel-promifes

made. To thefe has the faithful GOD engaged, that he

will do what he hath fpoken. He will fulfil his covenant

and promife which he hath made to a thoufand generations t, J

,the funi of which is, as we find it exprefsly declared by

the Spirit of GOD, the Lord will give grace (more grace)

mid glory, and ?:o good thing will he wieh-hcldfrom them that

live a godly life.

LXI. This covenant of GOD I imderftand : but I have

heard of another which, I underftand not. 1 have heard,

" that GOD the Father made a covenant with his Son,

4t before the world began, wherein the Son agreed to fuf*

« fer fuch and fuch things* and the Father to give him

" fuch and fuch fouls for a recompence : that in confe-

" quer.ee of ills, thofe fouls ntufi be faved, and thofe on-

" ly, fo that all others mujl be damned." I befeech you

where is this written ? In what part of fcripture is this

covenant to be found ? We may well expecT: a thing of

this moment to be revealed very exprefsly, with the utmoft

dearnefs and folemnity ! But where is this done ? And

if it is not done, if there is no fuch an account in all the

bible I wliat fhall we wonder at moil, that any ferious mai>

(herald
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friould advance, or that thoufands fhould believe, fo ftrange

an aflertion, without one plain text of fcripture to fuppor'c

it, from Genefis to the Revelation.

LXII. I fuppofe you do not imagine, that the bare word
covenant^ if it occurred ever fo often in hoiy writ, is a

proof of any fuch covenant as this. The grand covenant

which we allow to be mentioned therein, is a covenant be-

tween GOD and man, eftablifhed in the hand of a medi-

ator, who to/led deathfor every man, and thereby purchafed

it for all the children of men. The tenor of it (fo often

mentioned already) is this: " whofoever believeth unto the

" end, fo as to mow his faith by his works, I, the Lord,
cc will reward that foul eternally. But whofoever will not

believe, and confequently dieth in his fins, I will punifh
u him with everlafting deftruclion."

LXIII. To examine thoroughly whether this covenant

between GOD and man be unconditional or conditional*

it may be needful to go back as far as Abraham, the father

of the faitnful: to eno^ire what manner of covenant ic

was, which GOD made with him; and whether any rea-

fon be affigned, of GOD's peculiarly blciTmg Abraham^

land all the nations of the earth in him.

The firft mention of the covenant between GOD and

him, occurs in Gen. xv. 18. " The fame day the Lord

made a covenant with Abram y faying, Unto thy feed have

I given this land," But this is much more explicitly re-

lated in the feventeenth chapter, ver. 1, Sec. " The Lord

appeared to Abram, and faid unto him, I am the Almighty

GOD : walk before me, and be thou perfect. And I will

make my covenant between me and thee, and will multi-

ply thee exceedingly*. And Abra?n fell on his face ; and

GOD talked with him, faying, As for me, behold, my
covenant is with thee, and thou (halt be a father of many
nations. Neither mall day name any more be called Abram,

but thy name mall be Abraham ; for a father of many na*

rions have I made thee. And I will eftablifh my covenant

between me and thse, and thy feed after thee, in their ge-

Vol. II. 3 O nerations ;
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nerations, for an everlafting covenant; to be a GOD un

to thee, and to thy feed after thee—Every man-child among
you fhall be circumcifed—it (hall be a token of the cove-

nant betwixt me and you—The uncircumcifed man-child

fhall be cut off ; he hath broken my covenant.'* So we fee,

this original covenant, though everlafting, was conditional,

and man's failing in the condition, cleared GOD.

LXIV. We have St. Paul's account of this covenant of

GOD with Abraham, in the fourth chapter of his epiftle

to mm Romans, ver. 3, &c. " Abraham (faith he) believ-

ed GOD, and it was counted unto him for righteoufnefs.'
,

(This is related in Gen. xv. 6.) " And he received the

jfign of circumcifion, a feal of the righteoufnefs of the

faith which he had yet being uncircumcifed ; that he might

be the father of all them that believe, though they be not

circumcifed ; that righteoufnefs might be imputed unto

them alfo ; and the father of circumcifion ( i. e. of them

that are circumcifedJ to them that are not of the circum-

cifion only, but who alfo walk in the fteps of that faith of

our father Abraham, which he had being yet uncircum-

cifed." Now if thefe words do not exprefs a conditional

covenant, certainly none can.

LXV. The nature and ground of this covenant of GOD
with Abraham is further explained, Gen. xviii. 17, &c.
" And the Lord faid, Shall I hide from Abraham that

thing which I do ; feeing all the nations of the earth fhall

be bleffed in him ?" For " I know him, that he will com-

mand his children and his houfehold after him : and they

(hall keep the way of the Lord, to do juftice and judg-

ment-, that the Lord may bring upon Abraham that which

he hath fpoken of him."

Does GOD fay here, / will do it, becaufe / will? No-

thing lefs. The reafon is explicitly affigned :
" All na-

tions (hall be bleffed in him :" for (f he will command his

children, and they fhall keep the ^y of the Lord/'

The
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The reafon is yet more (clearly, it cannot, but more)

fullv fet down in the twenty-fecond chapter, ver. 16, &c.

« By myfelf have I fworn, faith the Lord; because thou

haft done this thing, and haft not with-held thy fon ;
that

in bleffing I will blefs thee—and in thy feed mail all the

nations of the earth be bleffed (that is, the Meffiah (hall

fpring from thee :) because thou haft obeyed my voice."

This is yet again declared, chap, xxvi, ver. 2, &c. " And

the Lord appeared unto Ifaac, and faid—Sojourn in this

land, and I will be with thee, and will blefs thee : for un-

to thee, and unto thy feed, I will perform the oath which

I fware unto Abraham thy father. In thy feed fhall all

nations of the earth be bleffed: bfcause that Abraham

obeyed my voice, and kept my charge, my command-

ments, my ftatutes, and my laws."

LXVI. This covenant made to Abraham and his feed, is

mentioned again, Exod. xix. ver. 3, &c. " And the Lord

called unto Mofes, faying, Thus (halt thou fay to the houfe

of Jacob, and tell the children of Ifrae/, ye have feen what

I did to the Egyptians, and how I , bare you on eagles'

wings, and brought you unto myfelf. Now therefore, if

ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant,

then ye (hall be a peculiar treafure unto me above all peo-

ple."

In the following chapter, GOD declares the terms of

the covenant they were to keep, in ten commandments.

And thefe themfelves are fometimes termed, the covenant

;

fometimes, the book of the covenant. So chap. xxiv. ver. 4,

&c. after GOD had made an end of fpeaking to the peo-

ple, it is faid, " And Mofes wrote all the words of the

Lord, and rofe up early in the morning—and he took the

book of the covenant, and read in the audience of the peo-

ple : and they faid, All that the Lord hath faid will we do.

And Mofes took the blood (of the burnt offering) and

fprinkled it on the people, and faid, Behold the blood of

the covenant, which the Lord hath made with you con-

cerning all thefe words."

After
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After the people had broken this covenant by worflitp*

ping the golden calf, GOD renews it, chap, xxxiv. where
we read, ver. 27, 28. « And the Lord faid unto MofeM
Write thou thefe words : for after the tenor of thefe words
1 have made a covenant with thee and with Ifrael—And
he wrote upon the tables the words of the covenant, the

ten commandments."

LXVII. According to the tenor of this covenant, made
to Abraham and his feed, GOD afterwards declares, Levit.

xxvi. ver. 3, &c. « If ye walk in my ftatutes, and keep

my commandments, and do them ; then I will eftablilh my
covenant with you, and I will be your GOD, and ye fhali

be my people—But if ye will not hearken unto me, fo that

ye will not do all my commandments, but that ye break,

my covenant \ I will fet my face againil you, and I will

avenge the quarrel of my covenant

—

yet if they {hall con-

fefs their iniquity, and if their uncircumcifed hearts be

humbled—then will I remember my covenant with Jaccb>

and alfo my covenant with Ifaact
and alfo my covenant

with Abraham will I remember." Confequently the cove-

nant with Abraham, Ifarte, and Jacob, was conditional^

as well as that with their pollerity.

LXVIII. " But is not the faithful nefs of GOD engaged

*« to keep all that now believe from falling away?" I can-

not fay that. Whatever aflurance GOD may give to par-

ticular fouls, I find no general promife in holy writ, " That
cc none who once believes, {hall finally fall." Yet, to fay

the truth, this is fo pleafing an opinion, fo agreeable to the

flem and blood, fo fuitable to whatever of nature remains

in thofe who have tafled the grace of GOD, that I fee no-

thing but the mighty power of GOD, which can reftrain

any who hears it from clofing with it. But ftill it wants

one thing to recommend it, plain, cogent fcripture-

proofc

[Coutiniicd at page 521.]

SERMON
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SERMON xxrr.

On Hebrews xiii. 17.

Obey them that have the rule over you, andfubtmt yourfelves :

for they watch over your fouls, as they that mufl give account,

that they may do it with joy, and not with grief; for that is

unprofitable for you.

I. XCEEDING few, not only among nominal

r a chriilians, but among truly religious men, 3

any clear conception of that important do&rine, winch is

here delivered by the apolHe. Very many fcarce think of

it, and hardly know that there is any fuch direction in the

bible. And the greater part of thoie who know it is there,

and imagine they follow it, do not underftand it, but lean

too much either to the right hand or to the left, to one ex-

treme or the other. It is well known to what an extrava-

gant height the Romanifts in general carry this direction.

Many of them believe an implicit faith is due to the doc-

trines delivered by thofe that rule over them ; and that im-

plicit obedience ought to be paid to whatever commands
they give : and not much lefs has been infilled on, by fe«*

veral eminent men of the church of England. Although

it is true that the generality of proteftants are apt to run

to the other extreme: allowing their pallors no authority

at all, but making them both the creatures and the fervants

of their congregations.

2. But is it not poffible to find a medium between thefe

two extremes ? Is there any neceflity for us to run, either

into one or into the other ? If we fet human laws out or

the queilion, and fimply attend to the oracles of GOD,
we may certainly difcover a middle path in this important

matter. In order thereto, let us carefully examine the

words of the apoftle above recited. Let us confider,

Firft, Who are the perfons mentioned in the text, they

that rule over us ?

Secondly, "Who are they whom the apoftle directs, to

cbey and fitkmit tbsrnfelves to them ?

Thirdly,
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Thirdly, What is the meaning of this direction ? In what

fenfe are they to obey andfubmit them/elves? I (hall then en-

deavour to make a fuitabie application of the whole.

1. f. Confider we, firft, Who are the perfons mention-

ed in the text, -they that have the rule over you? I do not

conceive that the words of the apoftle are properly tranflat-

ed ; becaufe this tranilation makes the fentence little better

than tautology. If they rule over you, you are certainly

ruled by them: fo that according to this tranflation, you are

only enjoined to do what you do already : to obey thofe

whom you do obey. Now there is another meaning of

the Greek word, which feems abundantly more proper : it

means to guide, as well as to rule. And thus, it feems, it

fhould be taken here. The direction then, when applied

to our fpirkual guides, is plain and pertinent.

2. This interpretation feems to be confirmed by the

feventh verfe *, which fixes the meaning of this. " Re-

member them which have the rule over you, who have fpoken

unto you the word of GOD." The apoftle here mews, by

the latter claufe of the fentence, whom he meant in the

former. Thofe that were over them, were the fame perfons

ivho fpohe unto them the word of GOD: that is, they were

their pallors, thofe who guided and fed this part of the

flock of Chrift.

3. But by whom are thefe guides to be appointed ? And
whet are they fuppofed to do, in order to be entitled to the

obedience which is here prefcribed ?

Volumes upon volumes have been wrote on that knot-

ty queftion, " By whom are guides of fouls to be appoint-

ed?" I do not intend here, to enter at all into the diipute

concerning church-government : nor to debate, whether it

be advantageous cr prejudicial to the intereft of true reli-

gion, that the church and the flate fhould be blended toge-

ther, as they have been ever fmce the time of Conjlantine

in every part of the Roman Empire, where chriftianitf

has been received. Waving all thefe points (which may

fine empioyinent enough for men that abound in leifure)

by them that guide you I mean, them that do it, if not by

your
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your choice, at leafh by your confent : them that you wil-

lingly accept of to be your guides, in the way to heaven.

4. But what are they fuppofed to do, in order to entitle

them to the obedience here prefcribed ?

They are fuppofed to go before the flock (as is the man-

ner of the eaftern fhepherds to this day) and to guide them

in all the ways of truth and holinefs : they are to nburifh

them with the words of eternal life, to feed them with the-

pure milk of the word: applying it continually for doclrine,

feaching them all the effential doctrines contained therein

:

for reproof warning them if they turn afide from the way

to the right hand or to the left : for correction, (hewing them

how to amend what is amifs, and guiding them back into

the way of peace : and for inflruclion in righteoufnej's, train-

ing them up in inward and outward holinefs, until they come

to a perfecl man, to the meafure of the faiure of the fulnefs of

Chrifl.

5. They are fuppofed to watch over your fouls, as thcfe

thatpall give account. As thofe thatfiall give account! How
unfpeakably folemn, and awful are thefe words! May
GOD write them upon the heart of every guide of fouls \

They watch, waking while others fleep, over the flock of

Chrift over the fouls that he has bought with a price,

that he has purchafed with his own blood. They have

them in their hearts both by day and by night ; regarding

neither lleep nor food in comparifon of them. Even while

they fleep, their heart is waking, full of concern for their

beloved children. They watch with deep earneftnefs, with

uninterrupted ferioufnefs, with unwearied cate, patience,

and diligence, as they that are about to give an account of

every particular foul, to him that ftandeth at the door, to

the Judge of quick and dead.

II. 1. "We are, fecondly, to confider, Who thofe are

whom the apoflle directs to obey them that have the rule

over them? And in order to determine this with certainty

and clearnefs, we {hall not appeal to human inftitutions,

but fimply (as in anfwering the preceding queflion) ap-

peal to that deeifion of it, which we find in the oracles

of GOD. Indee'd we have hardly occafion to go one ftep

farther
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farther than the text itfelf. Only it may be proper, fir ft,

to remove out of the way fome popular opinions, which
have been almoft every where taken for granted, but can

in newife be proved.

2. It is ufually fuppofed, firft, That the apoftle is here

dire»£Hng par'tfhhnert to obey and fubmit themfelves to the

mwijler of their parifh. But can any one bring the leaft

iliadow of proof for this from the holy fcripture ? Where
is it written, that we are bound to obey any minifter, be*

caufe we live in what is called his parifh ? a Yes," you

lay, " we are bound to obey every ordinance of man for the

Lard's fike" True, in all things indifferent*, but this is

not fo : it is exceeding far from it. It is far from being

a thing indifferent to me, who is the guide of my foul. I

dare not receive one as my guide to heaven, that is him*

felf in the high road to hell. I dare not take a wolf for

my fnepherd, that has not fo much as fheep's clothings

that is a common fwearer, an open drunkard, a notorious

iabbath-breaker. And fuch (the more is the mamc, and

the more the pity) are many parochial minifters at this day.

^ « But are you not properly members of that congre-

gation, to winch your parents belong?" I do not appre-

hend that I am : I know no fcripture that obliges me to

this, i owe all deference to the commands of my parents,

and willingly obey them in all things lawful. But it is

not lawful to call them Rabbi, that is, to believe or obey

them implicitly. Every one mud give an account of him-

felf to GOD. Therefore every man muft judge for him-

self : efpeckljy in a point of lb deep importance as this is,

the choice of a guide for his foul.

4. But we may bring this matter to a fhort ifTue, by re-

curring to the very words of the text. They that have

voluntarily connecTed themfelves with fuch pallors as an-

fwer the description given therein: fuch as do in fact

watch over their fouls, as they that mail give account

:

fuch as do nourifli them up with the words of eternal life

:

fuch as feed them with the pure milk of the word, and

conftantly apply it to them for doctrine, for reproof, for

eorre&ion, and for inltruction in righteoufnefs : all who
have
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have found and chofen guides of this character, of this

fpirit and behaviour, are undoubtedly required by the apo-

itle, to obey andfubmit them/elves to them. >

III. 1. But what is the meaning of this direction ? This

remains to be considered. In what fenfe, and how far,

does the apoftle direct thein, to obey and fubmit to their fpi-

ritual guides?

If we attend to the proper fenfe of the two words here

ufed by the apoftle, we may obferve that the former of them

(w«£s«S-s from to perfuade) refers to the understand-

ing ; the latter, riremvn to the will and outward behaviour*

To begin with the former. What influence ought ouv

fpiritual guides to have over our undemanding? We dare

no more call our fpiritual fathers Rabbi, than the fathers of

cur JleJJj. We dare no more yield implicit faith to the

former than to the latter. In this fenfe one is our Mafier

(or rather TeacherJ who is in heaven. But whatever lubmif-

fion, of even our underftanding, is fhort of this, we mav,
nay, we ought to yield to them.

2. To explain this a little farther. St. James ufes a

word which is nearly allied to the former of thefe. The

wifdom which isfrom above, is ftffot&K eafy to be convinced, or

to be perfuaded. Now if we ought to have and to fhew this

wifdom toward all men j we ought to have it in a more

eminent degree, and to (hew it upon every occafion, to-

ward thofc that watch over our fouls. With regard to thefe,

above all other men, we mould be eafy to be intreated: ea-

fily convinced of any truth, and ealily perfuaded to any

thing that is net Gnful.

3. A word of nearly the fame import with this, is fre*

quently ufed by Sr. Paul; namely, iniuwc;. In our tranf-

lation, it is more than once rendered gentle. But perhaps

it might be more properly rendered (if the word may be

allowed) yielding; ready to yield, to give up our own will, in

every thing that is not a point of duty. This amiable tem-

per every real chriftian enjoys, and {hews in his intercourfe

with all men. But he fhews it in a particular manner, to-

ward thofe that watch over his foul. He is not only wil-

ling to receive any inflruclion from them, to be convinced

Vol. II. 3 P of
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of any thing which he did not know before : to lie op

to their advice, and glad to receive admonition or reproof;

but is ready to give up his own will, whenever he can do

it with a clear conscience. Whatever they defire him to

do, he does; if it be not forbidden in the word of GOD.
Whatever they defire him to refrain from, he does fo;

if it be not enjoined in the word of GOD. This is plain-

ly implied in thofe words of the apoftle, Submit yourfclves

to them: yield to them: give up your own will. This is

meet, and right, and your bounden duty, if they do indeed

•watch over your fouls, as they that fhall give account. If

you do thus obey andfubmit yourfelves to them, they will give

an account of you with joyj not with groaning, as they mud
otherwife do : for although they mould be clear of your

blood, yet that would be unprofitable to you : yea, a prelude of

eternal damnation.

How acceptable to GOD was an inftance of obedience,

fomewhat fimilar to this! You have a large and particular

account of it in the thirty-fifth chapter of Jeremiah. The

word of the Lord came to Jeremiah, faying, Go unto the houfi

of the Rechabites, and give them wine to drink. Then I

took the whole houfe of the Rechabites (all the heads of their

families) and fet before them pots full of wine, and/aid un-

to them, Drink ye wine: but they /aid, We will drink no

wine: for Jonadab (a great man in the reign of JehuJ the

fon of Rechab, from whom we are named, being the fa-

ther of our family, commanded us, Ye fiall drink no wine,

neither ye nor your fons for ever. And we have obeyed the

voice of Jonadab our father, in all that he charged us. We
do not know any particular reafon why Jonadab gave this

charge to his pofterity. But as it was not finful, they gave

this ftrong inftance of gratitude to their great benefactor.

And how pleafing this was to the Father of their fpirits,

we learn from the words that follow. And Jeremiah faid

unto the Rechabites, Becaufe ye have obeyed the voice of Jona-

dab your father, therefore thus faith the Lord of hofls, Jo-

nadab /hall not want a man, to fiand before mefor ever.

5. Now it is certain, chriftians owe full as much grati-

tude and obedience, to ihofc that watch over their fouls,

as
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a3 ever the houfe of the Rechabltes owed to Jonadab the fon

of Rechab. And we cannot doubt, but the Lord is as well-

pleafed with our obedience to thefe, as ever he was with

their obedience to Jonadab, If he was fo well-pleafed with

the gratitude and obedience of this people to their temporal

benefactor, have we not all reafon to believe, He is full as

well-pleafed with the gratitude and obedience of chriftians,

to thofe who derive far greater bleffings to thern, than ever

Jonadab conveyed to his pofterity ?

6. It may be of ufe, yet agai.n to confider, In what in-

ftances is it the duty of chriftians to obey and fubmit them-

felves to thofe that watch over their fouls. Now the things

which they enjoin, mull be either enjoined of GOD, or

forbidden by him, or indifferent. In things forbidden of

GOD we dare not obey them for we are to obey GOD
rather than man. In things enjoined of GOD, we do not

properly obey Them, but our common Father. Therefore

if we are to obey them at all, in muft be in things indiffer-

ent. The fum is, It is the duty of every private chriftian,

to obey his Spiritual pallor, by either doing, or leaving un-

done, any thing of an indifferent nature ; any thing that

is in no way determined in the. word of G OD.
7. But how little is this understood in the protejlant

world? At leaft, in England and Ireland? Who is there,

even among thofe that are fuppofed to be good chriftians,

who dreams there is fuch a duty as this ? And yet there

is not a more exprefs command, either in the old or the

new teftament. No words can be more clear and plain : no

command more direct and pofitive. Therefore certainly

none who receive the fcripture as the word of GOD, can

live in the habitual breach of this, and yet plead innocence.

Such an inftance of wilful, or at leaft carelefs difobedience,

muft grieve the Holy Spirit of GOD. It cannot but hin-

der the grace of GOD from having its full effeel: upon the
heart. It is not improbable, that this very difobedience

may be one caufe of the deadnefs of many fouls: one rea-

fon of their not receiving thofe bieffings, which they feek

with fome degree of linearity.

8. It
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8. It remains only, to make a fhort application of wh
has now been delivered.

You that read this, do you apply it to yourfelf ? Do vou

examine yourfelf thereby ? Do not you flop your own
growth in grace, if not by wilful difobedience to this com-
mand ; yet by a careiefs inattention to it, by not confidcr-

ing it, as the importance of it deferves ? If fo, you defraud

yourfelf of many bleffings, which you might enjoy. Or,

are you of a better mind, of a more excellent fpirit ? Is it

your fixt refolution and your conftant endeavour, to obey

them that have the rule over you in the Lord? To fubmit

yourfelf as cheerfully to your fpiritual, as to your natural

parents ? Do you alk, " Wherein mould I fubmit to

them?" The anfwer has been given already : not in things

enjoined of GOD: net in things forbidden by him; but

in things indifferent : in all that are not determined one

way or the other, by the oracles of GOD. It is true,

this cannot be done in fome inftances, without a confidcra-

ble degree of felf-denial, when they advife you to refrain

from fomething that is agreeable to fleih and blood. And
it cannot be obeyed in other inftances, without taking up

your crofs : without fuffering fome pain or inconvenience,

that is not agreeable to flefli and blood. For that folemn

declaration of our Lord has place here, as well as on a

thoufand other occafions, Except a man deny himflf and

take up his crofs daily, he cannot be my difciple. But this will

net affright you, if you refolve to be, not only almoft, but

altogether a chriftian : if you determine to fight the good

right of faith, and lay hold on eternal life.

9. I would now apply myfelf in a more particular man-

ner to you, who de.fire me to watch over your fouls. Do
you make it a point of conscience to obey me for my Matter's

fake? To fubmit your/elves to me in things indifferent; things

not determined in the word of GOD ? In all things that

are not enjoined, nor yet forbidden in fcripture ? Are you

cafy to be intreated, as by men in general, fo my me in par-

ticular ? Eafy to be convinced of any truth, however con-

trary to your former prejudices ? And eafy to be perfuad-

ed tq do or forbear any indifferent thing at my defire ? You
cannot
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cannot but fee, that all this is clearly contained in the very

words of the text. And you cannot but acknowledge, that

it is highly reafonable for you lb to do, if I do employ all

my time, all my fubftance, all my ftrengch both of body

and foul, not in fecking my own honour, or pleafure ; but

in promoting your prefent and eternal falvation : if I do in-

deed watch ever your fouls as one that muji give account.

10. Do you then take my advice (I afk in the prefence

of GOD and all the world) with regard to drefs? 1 pub-

limed that advice above thirty years ago : I have repeated

it a thouiand times fince. I have advifed you not to be con-

formable to the world herein : to lay afide all needlefs or-

naments; to avoid all needlefs expende ; to be patterns of

plainneis to all that are round about you. Have you taken

this advice ? Have you all, men and women, young and

old, rich and poor, laid afide all thofe needlefs ornaments,

which I particularly objected to ? Are you all exemplarily

plain in your apparel ? As plain as Quakers (fo called) or

Moravians ? If not, if you are ftill dreficd like the generality

of people of your own rank and fortune, you declare here-

i

by to all the world, that you will not obey them that are

over you in the Lord. You declare, in open defiance of

GOD and man, that you will not fubmit yourfelves to them.

Many of you carry your fins on your forehead, openly and

in the face of the fun. You harden your hearts againft in-

flruction and againft conviction : you harden one another :

efpecially thofe of you that were once convinced, and have

now ftifled your convictions. You encourage one another,

to Hop your ears againil the truth, and ihut your eyes

againft the light, left haply you mould fee, that you are

fighting againft GOD, and againft your own fouls. If I

were now called to give an account of you, it would be

with groans, and not with j:y. And fure that would be un-

profitablefor you : the lofs would fall upon your own head.

1 1. I fpeak all this on fuppofition (though that is a fup-

pofition not to be made) that the bible was filent on this

head : that the fcripture faid nothing concerning drefs, ami

left it to every one's own difcretion. But if all other texts

were fiient, this is enough, Submit yourfelves to them thai are

over
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zvcr you in the Lord. I bind this upon your confidences*

10 the fight of GOD. Were it only in obedience tc«

this direction, you cannot be clear before GOD, unlefs

you throw alkie all needlefs ornaments, in utter defiance

of that tyrant of fools, fafhion ; unlefs you fcek only to

be adorned with good works, as men and women profefl-

ing godlinefs.

12. Perhaps you will fay, " This is only a little thing:

it is a mere trifle." I anfwer, If it be, you are the more

inexeufable before GOD and man. What! Will you

difobey a plain commandment of GOD for a mere trifle?

GOD forbid ! Is it a trifle to fin agamft GOD ? To U
his authority at nought ? Is this a little thing? Nay, re

member, There can be no little fin, till we can find

little god ! Mean time be afiured of one thing : the more

confeientiouily you obey your fpiritual guides, the more

powerfully will GOD apply the word, which they fpeak

in his name, to your heart ! The more plentifully will

he water what is fpoken, with the dew of his blelhng

:

smd the more proofs will you have, it is not only they that

fpeak, but the Spirit of your Father who fpeaketh in them*

:

e

BtigU, March 18, 1785.
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An EXTRACT

Ofthe'Revd. Mr. JOHN WESLEY's Journal,

From Augult I2th, 1738, to November nt, 1739.

[Continuedfrom page 443-]

Q UFFER me now, to tell you my principles in this

iv3 matter. I look upon all the world as my par'xjh ; thus

far I mean, that in whatever part of it I am, I judge it

meet, right, and mv boundcn duty, to declare unto all that

are willing to hear, the glad tidings of falvation. This is

the work which I know GOD has called me to. And fure

I am, that his blefling attends it. Great encouragement

have I therefore to be faithful in fulfilling the work he hath

given me to do. His fervant I am, and as fuch am em-

ployed (glory be to him) day and night in his fervice. I

am employed according to the plain direction of his word,

as / have opportunity of doing good unto all nun. And his

providence clearly concurs with his word; which has dis-

engaged me from all things elfe, that I might fmgiy attend

on this very thing, and go about doing good.

If you afk, M How can this be ? How can one do good,

of whom men fay all manner of evil P" I will put you in

mind (though you once knew this, yea, and much eftablifb-

ed me in that great truth) the more evil men fay of me for

my Lord's fake, the more good will he do by me. That it is

for his fake I know and he knoweth, and the event agreeih

thereto ; for he mightily confirms the words I fpeak, by the

Holy Ghoft given unto thofe that hear them. O my friend,

my heart is moved toward you. I fear, you have herein

made fhip wreck of the faith. I fear, Satan, transformed

into an angel of light, hath alTaulted you, and prevailed al-

fo. I fear, that offspring of hell, nvorldly or myfik pr?i«

denee, has drawn you away from the fimplicity of the gol-

pel. How elfe could you ever conceive, that the being re-

viled and hated of all men, fhould make us lefs fit for our

Mailer's fervice ? How elfe could you ever think, of fdv*
ing yourfclf and them that hear you, without being the filth

and
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and off-fcouring of the world? To this hour, is this fcrip-

tare true. And I therein rejoice, yea, and will rejoice,

Blcffed he GOD, I enjoy the reproach of Chrift ! O may
you alio be vile, exceeding vile for his fake ! GOD for-

bid that you fhouid ever be other than generally fcandalous.

I had almoft faid, univerfally. If any man tell you, there

is a new way of following Chrift, he is a liar and the truth

is not in him.

Iam,

Wednesday 13. In the morning I came to London, and

after receiving the holy communion at Ijlington, I had

once more an opportunity of feeing my mother, whom I

had not feen fmce my return from Germany.

I cannot but mention an odd circumftance here. I had

read her a paper in June laft year, containing a ihort ac-

count of what had pafled in my own foul, till within a few

days of that time. She greatly approved it, and faid,

" She heartily blelfed GOD, who had brought me to fo

juft a way of thinking." While 1 was in Germany, a copy of

that paper was fent (without my knowledge) to one of my
relations. He fent an account of it to my mother ; whom
I now found under ftrange fears concerning me, being con-

vinced by " an account taken from one of my own papers,

that I had greatly erred from the faith." I could not con-

ceive, what paper that fhouid be ; but on enquiry found it

was the fame I had read her myfelf. How hard is it to

form a true judgment of any perfon or thing, from the ac-

count of a prejudiced relater ! Yea, though he be ever

fo honeft a man : for he who gave this relation, was one

of unqueftionable veracity. And yet by hisfincere account

of a writing which lay before his eyes, was the truth fo

totally difguifed, that my mother knew not the paper fhe

had heard from end to end, nor I that I had myfelf

wrote.

At 6 I warned the women at Feitcr4ane (knowing how
thev had been lately fhaken) not to believe every Jpirit, but to

try the fpirits, whether they were of GOD. Our brethren

met at 8, when it pleafed GOD to remove many mifun-

derftandings
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derflandings and offences that had crept in among them ;

and to reftore in good meafure the fpirit of love and of a

found mind.

Thurfday 14. I went with Mr. Whit
efi

'eld to Blackheath,

where were, I believe, twelve or fourteen thoufand people.

He a little furprifed me, by denring me to preach in his

fteadj which I did (though nature recoiled) on my fa-

vourite fubject, Jefus Chrifi, who of GOD is made unto us,

wifdom, righteoufnefs, fanB'tficationj and redemption.

I was greatly moved with cqmpaffion for the rich that

were there, to whom I made a particular application. Some,

of them feemed to attend, while others drove away their

coaches from fo uncouth a preacher,

Friday 15. I had much talk with one who is called a

Quaker. But he could not receive my faying. I was too

fricl for him, and talked of fuch a perfeclion, as he could

not think necejjary : being perfuaded, there was no harm in

coftiy apparel, provided it was plain and grave : nor in

putting fcarlet or gold upon our houfes, fo it were not upon

our clothes.

In the evening I went to a fociety at Wapping, weary in

body, and faint in fpirit. I intended to fpeak on Romans

iii. 19. but could not tell how to open rny mouth : and all

the time we were finging, my mind was full of fome place,

I knew not where, in the epiftle to the Hebrews. I beg-

ged GOD to direct, and opened the book on Heb. x. 19.

Having therefore, brethren, boldnefs to enter into the holiefl by

the blood of Jefus, by a new and living way which he hath

confccrattdfor us, through the veil, that is to fay, his fief) ;

let us draw near with a true heart, in full affurance of

faith, having our hearts fprinhled from an evil conference, and

our bodies wafhed with pure water. While I was earnestly

inviting all (inners to enter into the holiefl by this new and

living way, many of thofe that heard, began to call up-

on GOD, with ltrong cries and tears. Some funk down,

and there remained no ftrength in them ; others exceeding-

ly trembled and quaked ; fome were torn with a kind of

convulfive motion in every part of their bodies, and that fo

violently that often four or five perfons could not hold one

Vol. II. 3 Q_ of
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of them. I have feen many hyfterical and many epileptic

fits ; but none of them were like thefe, in many refpects.

I immediately prayed, " that GOD would not fufFer thofe

who were weak to be offended." But one woman was
greatly ; being fure " they might help it if they would, no
one fhould perfuade her to the contrary and was got

three or four yards, when lhe alfo dropt down in as violent

an agony as the reft. Twenty-fix of thofe who had been

much affecled (moft of whom, during the prayers which

were made for them, were in a moment filled Math peace

and joy) promifed to call upon me the next day. But only

eighteen came ; by talking clofely with whom I found rea-

fon to believe, that fome of them had gone home to their

houfe, juftified. The reft feemed to be patiently waiting

for it.

Saturday 1 6. We met at Fetter-lane, to humble ourfelves

before GOD, and own he had juftly withdrawn his Spirit

from us, for our manifold unfaithfulnefs. We acknow-

ledged our having grieved him by our divifions, one faying^

lam of Paul ; another, I am of Apollos : by our leaning

again to our own works, and trufting in them, inftead of

Chrift : by our refting in thofe little beginnings of fanctifi-

cation, which it had pleafed him to work in our fouls : and

above all, by blafpheming his work among us, imputing it

either to nature, to the force of imagination and animal

fpirits, or even to the delufion of the devil. In that hour,

we found GOD with us as at the firft. Some fell pro-

ftrate upon the ground. Others burft out, as with one

confent, into loud praife and thankfgiving. And many
openly teftified, there had been no fuch day as this, fmce

^January the ift preceding.

Sunday 17. I preached at 7 in Upper Moorfields, to (I be-

lieve) fix or feven thoufand people, on, Ho I every one that

thhfleth, come ye to the waters. In the afternoon, I faw

poor R T , who had left our fociety, and the

church. We did not difpute, but pray *, and in a fhort

fpace the fcales fell off from his eyes. He gladly returned

to the church, and was in the evening re-admitted into our

focietv.

At
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At 5 I preached on Kennington-Common, to about fifteen

thoufand people, on thofe words, Look unto him, and be ye

faved, all ye ends of the earth.

Monday 18. I left London early in the morning, and the

next evening reached Brifol, and preached (as I had ap-

pointed, if GOD fhould permit) to a numerous congrega-

tion. My text now alfo was, Look unto him, and be ye fav-

ed, all ye ends of the earth. Howel Harris called upon me
an hour or two after. He faid, " he had been much dif-

" fuaded from either hearing or feeing me, by many who
" faid all manner of evil of me. But (faid he) as foon as

" I heard you preach, I quickly found what fpirit you was
" of. And before you had done, I was fo overpowered

" with joy and love, that I had much ado to walk home."

It is fcarce credible, what advantage Satan had gained,

during my abfence of only eight days. Difputes had crept

into our little fociety, fo that the love of many was alrea-

dy waxed cold. I fhewed them the ftate they were in the

next day (both at Newgate and at Bapt'f-MillsJ from thofe

words, Simon, Simon, behold Satan hath dcfired to have you,

that he may fft you as wheat. And when we met in the

evening, inftead of reviving the difpute, we all betook our-

felves to prayer. Our Lord was with us. Our divifions

were healed. Mifunderftandings vanifhed away. And all

our hearts were fweetly drawn together, and united as at

the firft.

Friday 22. I called on one who did run well, till he was
hindered by fome of thofe called, French prophets. Wo
unto the prophets, faith the Lord, who prophcfy in my name,

and I have not fent them. At Weavers-Hall, I endeavoured

to point them out, and earneftly exhorted all that followed

after holinefs, to avoid as fire, all who do not fpeak ac-

cording to the law and the tfimony.

In the afternoon I preached at the Fijh-Ponds, but had
no life or fpirit in me ; and was much in doubt, whether
GOD would not lay me afidc, and fend other labourers

into his harveft. I came to the fociety full of this thought

;

and began in much weaknefs to explain, Beloved, believe

not every fpirit, but try the fpirits, whether they be of GOD.
I told
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I told them, " they were not to judge of the fpirit where-

by any one fpoke, either by appearances, or by common re-

port> or by their own inward feelings. No, nor by any

dreams, vifions, or revelations, fuppofed to be made to

their fouls, any more than by their tears, or any involun-

tary efFec~ts wrought upon their bodies." I warned them,
u all thefe were in themfelves of a doubtful, difputabie na-

ture : they might be from 'GOD; and they might hot; and

were therefore not fimply to be relied on (any more than

fimply to be condemned) but to be tried by a farther rule,

to be brought to the only certain teft, the law and the tefti-

mony." While I was fpeaking, one before me dropt down
as dead, and prefently a fecond and a third. Five others

funk down in half an hour, moft of whom were in violent

agonies. The pains as of hell came about them ; the fnares

of death overtook them. In their trouble we called upon the

Lord, and he gave us an anfwer of peace. One indeed

continued an hour in ftrong pain ; and one or two more

for three days. But the reft were greatly comforted in that

hour, and went away rejoicing and praifmg GOD.
Saturday 23. I fpoke feveraliy with thofe who had been

fo troubled the night before. Some of them, I found,

were only convinced of fin ; others had indeed found reft

to their fouls. This evening another was feized with

ftrong pangs. But in a fhort time her foul alfo was deli-

vered.

Sunday 24. As I was riding to Rcfe-Green, in a fmooth,

plain part of the road, my horfe fuddenly pitched upon his

head, and rolled over and over. I received no other hurt

than a little bruife on one fide, which for the prefent I felt

not, but preached without pain to fix or feven thoufand

people on that important direction, Whether ye eat or drink,

or whatever ye dof do all to the glory of GOD. In the even-

ing a girl of thirteen or fourteen, and four or five other

perfons, fome of whom had felt the power of GOD be-

fore, were deeply convinced of fin, and with fighs and

groans which could not be uttered, called upon GOD for

deliverance.

Monday
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Monday 25. Abcut 10 in the morning, J—e C r,

as fhe was fitting at work, was fuddeilly feized with griev-

ous terrors of mind, attended with ftrong trembling. Thus

{he continued all the afternoon ; but at the fociety in the

evening GOD turned her heavinefs into joy. Five or fix

others were alfo cut to the heart this day ; and foon after

found him whofe hands make whole : as did one likewife,

who had been mourning many months', without any to

comfort her.

Tuefdkrt 26. I preached near the houfe we had a few

davs before began to build for a fchool, in the middle of

Kingswood, under a little fycamore-tree, during a violent

{term of rain, on thofe words, As the rain cometh down

from heaven , and rfturneth not thitJier, but watereth the earth%

and maketh it bring forth and bud : So fail my word be

that goeth out of my mouth : it fall not return unto me void.

But it fall accompli'/h that which J pleafe, and itfallpro/per

in the thing whereto I fend it.

Three psrfons terribly felt the wrath of GOD abiding

on them, at the fociety this evening. But upon prayer

made in their behalf, he was pleafed foon to lift up the

light of his countenance upon them.

Friday 29. I preached in a part of Kitigswood, where I

never had been before. The places in Kingswocd where I

now ufually preached were thefe ; once a fortnight, a little

above Ccnnam, a village on the fouth fide of the wood ; on
Sunday morning, near Hannam-Mount : once a fortnight,

at the fchool-houfe, in the middle of Kingswood. On Out*,

day in the evening at Rcfe-Green ; and once a fortnight

near the Ff-Ponds, on the north fide of the wood.

Saturday 30. At Weavers-HalI, feven or eight perfons

were conftrained to roar aloud, while the fword of the Spi-

rit was dividing a/under their fouls and fpirits, and joints

and marrow. But they were all relieved upon praver, and
fang praifes unto our GOD and unto the Lamb that livethfor
ever and ever.

I gave a particular account, from time to time, of the

manner wherein GOD here carried on his work to thofe

whom I believed to defire the increafc of his kingdom,

with
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with whom I had any opportunity of correfponding. Part

of the anfwer, which I received (fome time after) from one

of thefe I cannot but here fubjoin.

TT DESIRE to blefs my Lord, for the good and great

_j_ news your letter bears, about the Lord's turning many
fouls from darknefs to light, andfrom the power of Satan un-

to GOD ; and that fach a great and effectual door is opened

among you, as the many adverfaries cannot {hut. O may
he that hath the keys of the houfe of David, that opencth and

no man fliutteth, and Jhutteth and no man openeth, fet the

door of faith more and more open among you, till his

houfe be filled, and till he gather together fhe outcafts of

Ifrael. And may that prayer for the adverfaries be heard,

fill their faces with f/jamef that they may feeh thy name, Q
Lord,

As to the outward manner you fpeak of, wherein mofl

cf them were af7eel:ed who were cut to the heart by the

fword of the Spirit, no wonder that this was at firft furprif-

Sng to you, fince they are indeed fo very rare, that have

been thus pricked and wounded. Yet fome of the in-

ftances you give, feem to be exemplified in the outward

manner wherein Paul and the jailer were at firft affected

:

as alfo Peter's hearers, ABs ii. The laft inftance you gave,

of fome ftruggiing as in the agonies of death, and in fuch

a manner as that four or five ftrong men can hardly re^

{train a weak woman from hurting herfelf or others : this

is to me fomewhat more inexplicable : if it do not refemble

the child fpoken of, Mark ix. 26. and Luke ix. 42. Of
whom it is faid, that while he was yet a coming, the devil

threw him down and tare him. Or what influence fudden

and fharp awakenings may have upon the body I pretend

not to explain. But I make no -queflion, Satan, fo far as

he gets power, may exert himfelf on fuch occafions, partly

to hinder the good work in the perfons who are thus touch-

ed with the fharp arrows of conviction, and partly to dis-

parage the work of GOD, as if it tended to lead people

to diitraclion.—However, the merciful iffue of thefe con-

Aids
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fli£h in the converfion of the perfons thus affected, is the

main thing.

When they are brought by the faving arm of GOD to

receive Chrift Jefus, to have joy and peace in believing, and

then to walk in him, and give evidence that the work is a

faving work at length, whether more quickly or gradually

accomplished, there is great matter of praife.

All the outward appearances of people's being affected

among us, may be reduced to thefe two forts ; one is, hear-

ing with a clofe, filent attention, with gravity and greedi-

nefs, difcovered by fixt looks, weeping eyes, and forrowful

or joyful countenances : another fort is, when they lift up

their voice aloud, fome more deprefledly, and others more

highly ; and at times, the whole multitude in a flood of

tears, all as it were crying out at once, till their voice be

ready to drown the minifter's, that he can fcarce be heard

for the weeping noife that furrounds him. The influence

on fome of thefe, like a land-flood, dries up ; we hear of

no change wrought. But in others, it appears in the fruits

of righteoufnefs, and the tract of a holy converfation.

—

May the Lord ftrengthen you to go on in his work

!

and in praying for the coming of his kingdom with you
and us, and I hope you fhall not be forgotten among us, in

cur joint applications to the throne of grace.

/ am, reverend) and dear Sir,

Tour very affectionate Brother and Servant in Chrift,

R. E.
[Continued at page 538.]

THE LIFE AND DEATH OF

The Reverend JOHN FLETCHER.

[Cantinued from page 453.]

ct TT would have remained a fecret in this kingdom,

J., even to his mo ft intimate friends, that he was of fo

great a family, had not Mr. Ireland gone over with him to

Switzerland

:



496 *THE LIFE AND DEATH OS

Switzerland': where he was furprifed to find Mr. Fktche/s

relations fome of the firfi people m the country.

" BJcfjcd are they that mourn, fa id the Lord Jefus. And
this bleflednefs was as certainly his as the former. He was

a man of a ferious fpirit, one that ftood at the utmoit dis-

tance from levity of every kind. Though he was conftantly

cheerful, as rejoicing in hope of his heavenly inheritance,

yet had he too deep a fenfe of his own wants, and the

wants of the church of GOD, as alfo cf the fins and mi-

feries of mankind, to be at any time light or trifling. I

have a letter before me (dated Dec. 1 77 i ) which at once

gitfes us a picture of his ferioufnefs, watchfulnefs, and

eameitnefs ; and contains advices well deferving the confi-

deration of all that fear GOD. " There is undoubt-

edly," faid he, " fuch a thing as the ///// afurancc offaith*

Be not difcouraged on account of thoufands who flop fhort

of it: it is our own fault, if we do not attain.—GOD
would give us ample fatisfaclion if we did but deeply feel

our wants. Both you and I want a deeper awakening,

which will produce a death to outward things and fpecula-

tive knowledge. Let us (hut our eyes to the gilded clouds

without us: let us draw inward, and fearcli after GOD,
if haply we may find him. Let us hold our confidence,

though we are often conitrained againft hope to believe

in hope. But let us not reft in our confidence, as thou-

fands do : let it help us to flruggle and wait, till he come.

Let us habituate ourfelves to live inwardly. This will fo-

femnize us, and prevent our trifling with the things of

GOD. We m?y be thankful for what we have without

refting in it. We may icrive, and yet not truft in our

firiving, but expecl: all from divine grace."

< e Four or five years after, he fays, " I fend this to en-

quire after your welfare, and to let you know, that though

I am pretty well in body, yet I break fail. But I want to

break fader in my fpitit than 1 do. Yet, bleffed be GOD,
I have been in fuch pinching, grinding circumftances for

near a vear,- by a feries of providential and domeftic trials*

as have given njf fome deadly blows. I am not without

hope of felting my eyes on you once more. Mr. Wejley

kindly
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kindly invites me to travel with him, and vifit fome of the

focieties. I feel an inclination to break one of my chains,

parochial retirement, which may be a neft for felf-indul-

gence. I leave the matter entirely to the Lord."
" Mean time he mourned, not only for himfelf and his

friends, but alfo for the church of GOD. <c The few

profefTors," fays he, cc which I fee in thefe parts, are fo

far from what I with them to be, that I cannot but cry out,

Lord, how long wilt thou give thy heritage up to defola-

tion ? How long {hall the heathen fay, Where is nozu theii*

(indwelling) GOD?" In another letter (dated May 8,

1776) he writes, " I fee fo little fruit in thefe parts, that I

am almoft difheartened. I am clofely followed with the

^thought, that faith in the difpenfation of the Spirit is at a

very low ebb. But it may be better in other places. I

fhall be glad to travel a little, to fee the goodnefs of the

land. May GOD make and keep us humble, loving, dif-

interefted, and zealous."

" Thefe quotations give us not only an example of hoif

mourning, but likewife of hungering and thirfling after righte-

oufnefs. In this he was peculiarly worthy our imitation.

He never reiled in any thing he had either experienced or

done in fpiritual matters. But this one thing he did : for-

getting thofe things that were behind, and reaching forth unto

thofe things which were before, he prejfed toward the markfor

the prize of the high calling of GOD in Chrifl Jefus : he

was a true chriftian racer, always on the ftretch for higher

and better things. Though his attainments, both in expe-

rience and ufefulnefs, were above the common ftandard, yet

the language of his converfation and behaviour always was,

Not as though I had already attained, either were already per-

fe&ed; but I follow after, if by any means I may apprehend

That, for which I am apprehended of Chrifl Jefus. He had.

his eye upon a full conformity to the Son of GOD, or

what the apoftle terms, The meafure of the flature of the

fulnefs of Chrifl. Nor could he be fatisfied with any thing

lefs-

" And he was meek, like his Matter, as well as lowly in.

heart. Not that he was fo by nature, but of a fiery, pafPi-

Vol. II. 3 R onate
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onate fpirit. But fo thoroughly had grace fubdued nature?

fo fully was he renewed in the fpirit of his mind, that for

many years before his death, I believe he was never obferv-

ed by any one, friend or foe, to be out of temper. And
yet he did not want provocation, and that fometimes in a

high degree, efpecially from thofe whofe religious fenti-

ments he thought it his duty to oppofe. One of thefe, who
once loved him fo well, as to be ready to pull out his eyes

for him, was fo exafperated on reading his fecond Check,

that he wrote to him in the raoft bitter terms. But none

of thefe things moved him ; no, not in the leaft degree.

The keeneft word he ufed upon the occafion was, " What
a world, what a religious world we live in !?

" Hence arofe his readinefs to bear with the weaknefies,

and forgive the faults of others: the more remarkable,

confidcring his flaming zeal againft fin. and deep concern

for the glory of GOD. Such hatred to fin, and fuch love

to the finner I never faw joined together before. This ve-

ry circumftance convinced me of the height of his grace,

bearing fo much of his Matter's image, whofe hatred to

fin and love to fmners are equally infinite. He took all

poffible pains to detect what was evil, in any of thofe that

were under his care •, purfuing it through all its turnings

and windings, and (tripping it of all its difguifes. Yet

none fo ready to excufe, when it was confeft, and to con-

ceal it, even from his mod intimate friends.

" He never mentioned the faults of an abfent perfon,

unlefs abfolute duty required it. And then he fpoke with

the utmofl tendernefs, extenuating, rather than aggravat-

ing. None could draw his picture more exactly than St.

Paul has done, in the thirteenth of the fir ft epiftle to the

Corinthians. Every feature in that maflerly piece of apo-

flolic painting was found in him. Let all that knew him,

efpecially his intimate friends, recollect, the fpirit and beha-

viour of this fervant of the GOD of Love*, and then let

them judge whether I exaggerate when I fay, He fuffered

long and was hind: he envied not: aclcd not rajhly ; was^cf

puffed up; did not behave himfelf unfeemly ; fought not his own,

was not eafily provoked. He thought no evil3 rejoiced not in

iniquity^
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iniquity, but rejoiced in the truth. He covered all things, be-

lieved all things, hoped all things, and endured all things. It

would be eafy to enlarge on all thefe particulars, and {hew

how they were exemplified in him. But waving this, I

would only obferve, that with regard to two of them, kind-

nefs to others, and not feeling his own, he had few equals.

His kindnefs to others was fuch, that he bellowed his all

upon them : his time, his talents, his fubftance. His

knowledge, his eloquence, his health, his money, were

employed day by day for the good of mankind. He pray-

ed, he wrote, he preached, he vifited the fick and well, he

converfed, he gave, he
.
laboured, he fuffered, winter and

fummer, night and day : lie endangered, nay, deftroyed

his health, and in the end gave his life alfo for the profit of

his neighbours, that they might be faved from everlafting

death. He denied himfelf even fuch food as was neceffary

for him, that he might have to give to them that had none.

And when he was conftrained to change his manner of liv-

ing, flill his diet was plain and fimple. And fo were his

clothing and furniture, that he might fave all that was

pollible for his poor neighbours.

" He fought not his own in any fenfe, not his own ho-

nour, but the honour of GO.D in all he faid or did: he

fought not his own intereft, but the intercll: of his Lord,

fpreading knowledge, holinefs, and happinefs as far as he

poffibly could. He fought not his own pleafure, but ftudi-

ed to pleafe all menfor their good to edification : and to pleafe

Him that had called him to his kingdom and glory. And
yet it is certain, he found the greateft pleafure, in pleafmg

GOD and his neighbour. For nothing could give an high-

er delight than this, to his pious and benevolent mind.

" In the mean time he was a man of peace, and fpared

no pains to reftore it where it was broken. He gave num-
berlefs proofs of this amiable difpoiition. " "When we
were at Trevecka (to mention but one inftance) two of the

ftudents were bitterly prejudiced againfl each other. He
took them into a room by themfelves, reafoned with them,

wept over them, and at Lift: prevailed. Their hearts were

broken

;
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broken; they were melted down: they fell upon each
other's necks and wept aloud."

" The pains which he took to make peace at the Leeds

conference, will not eafily be forgotten. And although he

could not prevail fo far as might have been defired, yet his

labour was not in vain.

« But I do not attempt his full character. I will only

add, what the apoftle recommends to the Philippians, was

exactly copied by him. He was blamelefs and harmlefs y
a

fon of GODy without rebuke, in the midjl of a crooked and

j>erverfe generation: fbining among them as a light in the

world"

17. I think one talent wherewith GOD had endued

Mr. Fletcher^ has not been fumciently noted yet. I mean

his ccuriefy; in which there was not the lead touch either

of art or affectation. It was pure and genuine, and fweet-

ly constrained him to behave to every one (although par-

ticularly to inferiors) in a manner not to be defcribed: with

fo inexpreflible a mixture of humility, love, and refpect,

This directed his words, the tone of his voice, his looks,

his whole attitude, his every motion. This Teems to be in-

tended by St. Paul, in thole words, Ovx acr^y.cvH. Not fo

well expreffed in our translation by, behaveth not it/elf un^

feemly. Do not the words literally mean, Is not ill-bred?

Behaves on all occafions with decency and good-breeding ?

Certainly fo did Mr. Fletcher. Never did any man more

perfectly fuit his whole behaviour to the perfons and the

occafion. So that one might apply to him with great pro-

priety the words of the ancient poet,

Ilium quicquid agit, quoquo veflzgia tendit

Componit furtim fubfequiturq; Decor.

I cannot tranflate this : but I can give the Englim reader a,

parallel, and more than a parallel.

Grace was in all his ftepsy heaven in his eye,

In all his geftures fanctity and love."

C H A P.
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CHAP. X.

His Death.

$* POME time before he was taken ill (fays Mrs.

v3 FletcherJ he mentioned to me a peculiar manifefta^

tion of love, which he received in his own houfe, with

the application of thofe words, Thou Jhalt walk with me in

white. He added, It is not a little thing, fo to hang upon

GOD by faith, as to feel no departure from him, and no

rifing in the heart againlt him. But this does not iatisfy

me. I often feel fomething far beyond this. Yea, I fome-

times find fuch gleams of light and love, fuch wafts, as it

.were of the heavenly air! fo powerful as if they would jull

then take my foul with them to glory. But I am not filed.

I want to be filled with all the fulnefs of GOD. In con-

formity to thefe fentiments, when he was in his lad illnefs,

he exprefTed himfelf thus, " 1 am filled, molt fweetly fill-

ed." This conveyed much to my mind, as I underftood by-

it the accompiifnment of his large defires.

w borne time before the beginning of his laft ficknefs,

he was peculiarly penetrated with the nearnefs of eternity.

There was fcarce an hour in which he was not calling upon
us, to drop every thought and every care, that we might
attend to nothing, but the drinking deeper into GOD. We
fpent much time in wreftling with GOD, and were led in

a peculiar manner, to abandon our whole felves, our fouls

and bodies into the hands of GOD ; ready to do, and wil-

ling to fuller whatever was well-pleafing to him.
" And now the time diew near, when his faith was to

be called to its iail grand exercife : that, eyeing his Lord,

he might

True in the fiery trial prove,

And pay him back his dying love.

A little before, being on his knees in prayer for light whe-
ther he * Ihould go to London or not? The anfwer to him

feemed

* I verily believe, if he had then gone to London, he would
have been alive at this day. But I blame no one for thinking
otherwife.
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feemed to be, " Not to London, but to thy grave." When
he acquainted me with this, he faid, with a heavenly fmile,

H Satan would reprefent it to me as fomething dreadful,

enforcing thofe words, The cold grave! the cold grave !

On the Sunday following (I think it was the next day) that

anthem was fung in the church, The Lord is my Jljepherd :

therefore can I lack nothing. He Jhall feed me in green paf-

tures, and lead me forth befide the waters of comfort. He
Jhall convert my foul, and bring meforth in the paths of righ-

feoufnefsfor his name'sfale. Tea, though T walk through the

valley of the ffadow of death, Ifhall fear no evil : for thou

art with me : thy rod and thy faffffjall comfort me. Thou

Jhalt prepare a table before me, againjl them that trouble me.

Thou haft anointed my head with oil, and my cup ffall be

full.

" In his return home, he obferved in how uncommon a

degree thofe words had been bleft to his foul. And from

that very time, I do not remember to have feen in him the

lead marks of temptation. He fhewed an unufual cheer-

fulnefs and iivelinefs in every part of his work ; and feem-

ed to increafe in ftrength of body, as well as in ftrength of

foul. Truly it was to him according to his faith, IJe

feared no evil. And his cup was filled with righteoufnefs

and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoft.

iS On Thurfday, Auguft 4, he was employed in the

work of GOD from 3 in the afternoon till 9 at night.

"When he came home, he faid, « I have taken cold j" but

feemed not to regard it. He was far from well on Friday

and Saturday ; but was uncommonly drawn out in prayer.

On Saturday night he was abundantly worfe, and his fever

appeared very itrong. I begged that he would by no means

think of going to church in the morning. But he told me,

it was the will of the Lord : in which cafe I never dared to

perfuade! In reading prayers he was very near fainting

away. I got through the crowd, and intreated him to come

out of the defki But he let me and others know, in his

fweet manner, that we were not to interrupt the order of

GOD. I then filently retired to my pew, where ali around

rue were in tears. When "the windows were opened, by

which
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which he appeared to be a little re'fremed, he went on :.

and then preached with a ftrength and recollection that

furprifed us all.

" After fermon he walked up to the communion-table,

uttering thefe words, " I am going to throw myfelf under

the wings of the cherubim, before the mercy-feat." The
fervice lafted till near two. Sometimes he was conftrained

to ftop ; being hardly able to (land upon his feet. The
people were deeply affected, which they were not able to

conceal: groans and weeping were on every fide. Graci-

ous Lord ! how was it my foul was kept fo calm, in the

midft of the moft tender feelings. Notwithstanding his

extreme weaknefs, he gave out feveral verfes of hymns,

and lively fentences of exhortation. As foon as ever the

fervice was over, we hurried him to bed. When he by
down, nature being quite exhaufted, he immediately faint-

ed av/ay. He afterwards dropt into a fleep for fome time,

and on waking, cried out with a pleafant fmile, " Now,
my dear, thou feeft I am no vvorfe for doing the Lord's

work. He never fails me when I truft in him." Having

eat a little dinner, he dozed moft of the evening : now
and then waking, with the praifes of GOD in his mouth.

At night his fever returned : but it was not violent ; and

yet his ftrength decreafed amazingly. On Monday and

Tuefday we had a little paradife together. He lay on a

couch in the ftudy : and though often changing pofturc,

was fvveetly pleafant, and frequently llept a good while to*-

gether. When he was awake, he delighted in hearing me
read hymns, and treatifes on faith and love. His words

were all animating, and his patience beyond expreflion.

When he had a very naufeous medicine to take, he feemed

to enjoy the crofs : according to a word, which he was
ufed often to repeat, " We are to feek a perfect conformi-

ty to the will of GOD; and leave him to give us pleafure

or pain, as it feemeth him good."

" I afeed him, whether he had any advice to leave me,
if he mould be taken from me ? He replied, « I have no-

tiling particular to lay : the Lord will open all before thee."

I fajd, Have you any conviction, that GOD is about to

take
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take you ? He faid, " No : not in particular. Only I al-

ways fee death fo inexprefhbly near, that we both feem to

ftand on the verge of eternity." While he ilept a little, I

befought the Lord, if it was his good pleafure, to fpare

him to me a little longer. But my prayer feemed to have

no wings : and I could not help mingling continually there-

with, Lord, give me perfect, resignation ! This uncertain-

ty made me tremble, left GOD was going to put into my
hands the bitter cup with which he lately threatened my
hufband. Some weeks before, I myfelf was ill of a fever,

and not without danger. My hufband then felt the whole

parting fcene, and ftruggled for perfect resignation. He
faid, " O Polly, {hall I ever fee the day, when thou

muft be carried out to bury ! How will the little things

which thy tender care has prepared for .me in every part of

the houfe, wound and diftrefs me ? How is it ? I think

I feel jealoufy ! I am jealous of the worms ! I feem to

ihrink at the thought of giving my dear Polly to the

worms-."

*« Now all thefe reflections' returned upon my heart with

the weight of a millftone. I cried to the Lord, and thefe

words were deeply imprerTed on my fpirit, Where I iath
t

there JJjall my fervants be y thai they may behold my glory.

This promife was full of comfort to my foul. I faw that

in Chrift's immediate prefence was our home, and that we
fhould have our re-union, in being deeply centered in him*

I received it as a frefh marriage for eternity : as fuch I

truft for ever to hold it. Ail that day, whenever I thought

of the exprefiioii, to behold my glory, it feemed to wipe

away every tear, and was as the ring whereby we were

joined anew.

[Continued at page 547.}

As



C 505 3

An ACCOUNT

fjf //Jt? remarkable Occurrences of the Life of

JOSEPH EVERETT,

In a Letter to Bi/hop Afbury.

(Written by himfelf.)

T H AVE been often exercifed with a ^fire to exhibit

1 to the world, the dealings of the Spirit of GOD with

my foul, but have as often been tempted to think it pro-

ceeded from pride, till of late I have felt the imprellion

flronger than ever, by converting with you on the fubje&

;

and am determined to fend it into the world, with this

view, that it may be of ufe to fome. According to the

wifdom given to St. Paul, the Lord choofes the foolifh

things of the world, to confound the things that are wife

;

and weak things of the world, to confound the things that

are mighty.—If this is the cafe of the following narration*

may that divine Spirit who hath done the work, receive the

praife, and I fhall be amply rewarded.

I was born in Queen Ann's county in the ft ate of Mary-
land, on the 17th day of June, 1732. My parents were

neither rich nor poor, but laboured and taught me to la-«

bour for my living. As to religion, if I may ufe the term,

we had none, but called ourfelves of the Church of Eng-

land ; the name we had, but alas ! that was all j for, with

ihame may I fpeak it, we had not even the form : indeed

we went to church, fo called, and what did we hear when
we went, think you ? Why, a parcel of dead morality, and

that delivered by a blind, avaricious minifter, fent by the

devil to deceive the people. I have, fince the Lord opened

my eyes, flood amazed to fee Tinners not only contented to

go thoughtlefsly to ruin, but giving blind guides (for fuch, I

fear, fome are) moft extravagant fums to go before them to

hell. O GOD, put a (lop to the falfe prophets making mer-,

Vol. II. 3 S chandife
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merchandife of the people's fouls! As well as I remember,
from the day I was born until I left my father's houfe, which
was more than twenty years, I never faw the worfhip of

GOD performed in his family; but almoft every kind of ini-

quity was pra&ifed ; which {hows the truth of GOD's word,

that we are conceived in iniquity, and inJin are we broughtforth.

I foon found myfelf to love fin. My nature was a fit foil for

the devil's feed to take root and grow in. I early learned

to fwear, and to vent my angry paffions ; to do mifchief,

and to tell lies to hide it, that I might not get correction,

for my faults. I can remember my being often very

uneafy withou^knowiiig what was. the caufe. I was afraid

of death, and often diilrefled in my deep, and frequently

enquiring about GOD and eternal things; and fometimeg

felt fuch a weight of guilt as would caufe me to make re-

folutions to do better for the future. But my refolutiona

were like ropes of fand. Thus I went on till I arrived to

manhood, and from the day I was born until I was twenty

years old, I never heard one gofpel-fermon. My father

fent me to fchool two years when I was young, where I

learned to read; which, by the goodnefs of GOD, thro"

the care of an indulgent mother, I never loft. She would

make me read my book, which then I counted a hard-

ftiip.

In this ftate of wickednefs I lived till I got married.

The companion I chofe was as willing to go to ruin as I

was. I believe it would have puzzled a philofopher to de-

termine who loved fin moft.

Thus I went on in the road to death for feveral years,

from bad to worfe ; until a people came into the parts

where I lived, called New-lights or Whitejieldites . They,

by their preaching, caufed a great noife in our neighbour-

hood •, fome faid one thing about them, and fome another.

However, I went to hear them. I mull confefs that the

Lord, all my life while I lived in fin and wickednefs, would

at one time other make my life bitter by reafon of my fin

;

particularly when I faw danger near. It appears to me
that I had lefs pleafure in fin than any other perfon, and

in thofe times, did believe that I mould go to hell, if I did

not
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not quit them. But alas ! my fins I hated to part with, and

I adore that mercy that ftopt the hand of juftice, or I

might now be lifting up my eyes in hell, calling for water

to cool my tongue in vain. In going to hear thefe New-

llghts preach, I was made to fee myfelf in the way to hell

plainer than ever ; and as I conftantly attended the preach-

ing of the word, my fins would appear more clear to me.

I thought, before I heard them, that the whole of chrifti-

anity confifted in breaking off from all our wicked prac-

tices ; and the performance of fuch as common honefty

or juftice between man and man : but in hearing them, I

was convinced that religion was fomething elfe ; that I muft

be born again, or never fee the kingdom of GOD. And
they proved it by the authority of the bible, which

left a conviction of its truth on my heart, that I never loft

:

they proved that religion was the work of an Almighty

Power j that it was a new creation in the foul
;
they fhow-

ed the neceffity of a divine power to awaken the (inner to

feel his wretchednefs and fpiritual death, and mowed him

•his helplefs condition ; and that repentance is wrought in

the foul by the Divine Spirit ; with the nature and necefli-

ty of a gofpel-faith, as the inftrumental caufe of our fal-

vation ; that by it a (inner is juftified ; that without it we
cannot pleafe GOD j that whofoever had it, knew their

fins forgiven j and that whofoever died without it, muft

eternally perifh.

This kind of preaching broke up all my former views of

religion, and left fuch a keen conviction on my foul, as

gave me new fenfations which rendered me miferable from

day to day. I began to fall out with my fins, and to break

off from them, and to ftruggle with my ftubborn heart,

which I found too ftrong for me ; which made me cry out

with one of old, wretched man that I am ! whoJhall deliver

me from the body of this death ? Now I began to read the

fcriptures and other books of piety, and to pray in fecret

places*, likewife to pray to GOD in my family, and to

watch over all my ways ; to obferve the fabbath-day, and

to do juftly to my neighbours, and conftantly to attend the

preaching of the gofpel ; for heaven and hell were all I

thought
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thought on ; and the more I meditated on them, the mora.

I could fee their propriety ; and the more I prayed, the

more I faw caufe to pray. Thus I went on in a legal way,

expecting that GOD would fave me fordoing thefe duties.

$ut alas ! how was I difappointed ! for in the performance

of thefe things, the Lord anfwered my prayers by impart-

ing more and more light to my foul, which made me fee

and feel my wretchednefs to fuch a degree, that I faw
I was one of the molt miferable creatures out of hell.

Now I began to envy the brute beafts, becaufe they had no

fouls; or with Job, to curfe the day wherein I was born:

yet I would pray for more diftrefs, and grieve becaufe I

could not mourn. Sometimes I would feel lefs diftrefs

than at other times -, then the enemy of my foul would tell

me all was gone ; at other times he would infinuate that

my diftrefs was only imaginary, and that there was no

reality in it. Sometimes he would infift that my day of

grace was entirely gone; at other times he would reprefent-

to me, that I was one for whom Chrift never died, and

that I was reprobated from eternity to fuffer the vengeance

of everlafting fire. So that at times my life was a burden

to me, and I could fay that I was carnal, fold under fin \

I could feel that the carnal mind is enmity againfl GOD,
and that it is not fubject to the Jaw of GOD, neither in-*

deed can be ; that they that are under the influence of the

fleih, are enemies to GOD. I felt that, by the inftru-*

.

mentality of GOD's law, which is juft and good, my foul

was roufed from its carnal fecurity, and that it immediately

refilled or fought againft no lefs a being than the eternal

JEHOVAH himfelf. Oh! the damnable nature of fin!

I now faw clearly that I muft be born again, or fink to per-

dition. I felt that GOD would be juft, if he fent me to

Jiell; and that if he did, he would be glorified in my
damnation.

Thus I went on for near two years, a ftranger to peace,

with my head bowed down like a bulrufh ; but my burden

was not at all times alike heavy. Thofe minifters that I

went to hear, preached that the gofpel was abfolute, and

that there was no condition in the falvation of fmners ; that

Jefus
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Jefus Chrift died for a certain number, and that they all

ihouid be faved and not one .16(1 ; and that all the reft of

mankind ihouid be damned and go to hell ; and that when

one of the elect was converted, he mult perfevere and go

to heaven : which doctrine I really believed, and drank

into the fpirit of it, as far as my .capacity would admit of.

So that I compare the penitent foul to melted mettle, that

will take the imprefiion of whatever mould it is call into,

So did my foul take the Calviniftic or Antinomian mould ;

the effects of which, if it had not been prevented by di-

vine grace, would have been my inevitable rum for ever.

I often compare that fyftem of principles to a trap. And
a trap it is, I believe, by which the devil, the grand fowler,

catches millions of millions of unwary fouls. If this is the

work of GOD upon you, fays the tempter, he that hath

begun it will carry it on to eternal life.. The Lord knows

what I fufFered by it. However, the Searcher of Hearts

knew my defires, that I wanted to fave my foul and to do

his will. He enabled me to go forward, and bore with my
weaknefs and ignorance. He faw me afar off, as he did the

prodigal, (hiving to return to my heavenly Father's houfe.

He faw me oppofing ftrong temptations by his grace, and

took the will for the deed. Perfecutions I was no ftranger

to, both abroad and at home; for I found my dear Mailer's

word fulhlied, that a toon'sfoesfall be they of his oiun houfc-

hcld.

By this time my external deportment was new. I would
reprove finners publicly, and faw that they hated him that

reproveth in the gate. I law the word of GOD fulfilled in

various cafes; but as to the knowledge of (in forgiven, I

was ft ill a ftranger to it. I full worfliipped an unknown
GOD; I was a ftranger to inward piety. In fhort, 1 had

no religion. I had taken great pains to get knowledge, and
could talk of the doctrines of grace, and of the gofpel. I

was much thought of, and was faid to be a great chriftian,

and they let me know it. Suppofing them to be proper

judges, I thought I was in a very hopeful way. I now fee,

knowledge without humility ferveth only to puff up the

foul with pride.

By
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By this time I was joined in communion and fellowfhip

with the Prefbyterian or New-light church. However my
confeience was tender, and would not permit me to fin

without conviction no more than fire could be on my
flefh and not burn me. I praife that GOD, who has pro-

mifed that he will not break the bruifed reed, nor quench

the fmoking flax, until he brings forth judgment to victory.

He ftill followed me by his grace.

One Sabbath-day as I was fetting in my houfe, none of

the family being at home, meditating on the things of

GOD, I took up the bible, and it providentially opened at

the eleventh chapter of St. Lukes gofpel; and cafting my
eyes on the fifth verfe, read to the fourteenth. And that

moment I faw there was fomething to be experienced in re-

ligion that I was a ftranger to. I laid down the bible, and

went directly up into a private chamber to feek the bleffing.

And everlafting praifes be to him who has faid, feek and ye

Jhall find* I was on my knees but a very few moments be-

fore he Hied abroad his love in fuch a manner in my heart,

that I knew Jefus Chrift was the Saviour of the world

and the everlafting Son of the Father, and my Saviour \

and that I had redemption in his blood, even the forgive-

nefs of. my fins. I felt thefe words by the power of his

Spirit run through my foul, fo that the tongue of a Gabriel

could not have exprefled what I felt : / have loved thee with

ctn everlajling love
y
therefore with loving kindnefs have I drawn

thee. J felt fuch raptures, and faw with the eyes of my

foul fuch beauties in the Lord Jefus Chrift, as opened fuch

a heaven of love in my bieaft, that I could with the poet

fing the following lines j

I rode on the Iky,

Freely juftify'd I!

Nor envied Elijah his feat

:

My foul mounted higher

In a chariot of fire,

And the moon it was under my feet* r

So
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So that being juftified by faith, I had peace with GOD,
through our Lord Jefus Chrift. I rejoiced in the hope of

the glory of GOD.

[Continued at page 555.]

Walking in Sleep.

READING in the Arminian Magazine, an account

of a gentleman who ufed to walk in his fleep, it

brought to my remembrance the following facts ; which I

thought might be of fervice to fuch as are troubled with

that diforder, by which fome have run the rilk of their

lives.

The eldeft fon of one of my uncles, who ufed to walk

in hi3 fleep, was cured by a tub full of water being fet in

the nurfery when he went to bed. My uncle was told that

it was likely he might walk into it ; and that if it waked

him, he would never do it again. The tub of water was

accordingly fet in the room, and he getting up as ufual,

walked into it, and by fo doing waked himfelf but never

attempted to rife in his fleep after.

When I was a child I walked in my fleep, and my mo*
ther was advifed to awake me fuddenly, and endeavour to

frighten me. But others told her this was dangerous ; for

fome children had been thrown into fits by that means,

and fome irrecoverably loft their fenfes. She therefore tri-

ed the tub of water, which fo effectually fucceeded, that

from the firft night it was fet, I never walked again in my
fleep.

How Jong the water was continued in my room I do
not know; being only about feven years old. From the

account the fervants gave, my mother did not believe I was
afleep. She therefore ordered them to call her fome night

as foon as I began to move ; but, when (he came, {he faid

the fight was fo affecting, {he never defired to fee it more

:

for my eyes were open \ but looked like thofe of a corpfe!

and
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and my {acq was fo deadly pale, and Covered with a cold

iVeat, with fomething , fo inexprelhbiy diftreffing in my
countenance, thdt I appeared like one rifing from the

tomb. .
She faid, fne fpoke to me, and I anfwered as rati-

onally as if I had been awake : and that I dillinguifhed

when (he aiked a qucftion ; but in the morning, {he faid, I

knew nothing of what had happened.

Whether it would anfwer upon perfons who have had a

long habit of walking in their lleep, I know not; but I am
fure (however it be accounted for) it cured us two.

D. D.
Leeds, Ocl. 31, 1785.

An Account of the Behaviour of three Malefactors, who were

executed at Reading, in Berkftiire, cn the 2$tb of March

1786.

ABOUT nine o'clock in the morning, Mr. C. Mr. J.
and Mr. L. v.ifited John Steptoe, Richard HemmingSy

and William Crips, who were to be executed that day.

Mr. L. had viiited Steptoe twice before •, who as foon

as he faw him, came up and '{hook him by the hand, with

a very cheerful countenance. He had very lately known

the pardoning love of GOD, and was quite refigned, and

happy in the Lord. He had been in the prifon fome

months before his condemnation j during which period he

read the bible three times over, and could repeat St. Paul's

cpiftle to the Hebrews.

For fome time before the affizes, he frequently got the

prifoners together on an .evening, and prayed with them

extempore.

Hemmmgs faid, he had reafon to be thankful that he

was brought to that place for till that time, he had been

living without GOD in the world. He faid, it was a great

mercy the Lord had not cut him off in his fins; and was

truly thankful he was now convinced of his want of a Sa-

viour.
m

Cri&s
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Crips appeared to be ignorant of the way of falvation by

Chrift. Mr. C. aiked him whether he was not afraid to

die ? He faid, no ; but could give no fufficient reafon for

It. Mr. C. and Mr. J. then fpoke to him in a clofe man-

ner ; and though he did not feem hardened, yet he was not

truly concerned about his foul. Mr. C. gave a lTiort ex-

hortation, fung a hymn, and (at the requeft of Steptoe

J

the fifty-firft pfalm, and then went to prayer twice.

After dinner, Mr. C. Mr. J. and Mr. Z. revifited the

prifoners. Crips feemed then to be much affecled, and faid,

he was convinced of his loft ftate. A hymn being fung,

the gaoler, his wife and daughter, and feveral other per-

fons joined. Singing being over, Steptoe was defired to go

to prayer, which he did with great earneftnefs : while molt

who were prefent were deeply affected ; and fome, who be-

fore had but little concern about religion, wept much.

When prayer was ended, Mr. C. fpoke to Hemm'mgs,

and found him happy in the Lord. He faid (among other

things) " I fliall loon be in the arms of Jefus for ever!"

Afterwards they all went into the chapel, and received the

facrament. When they returned, Steptoe faid, " I have

been feeding on Chrift by faith, who is the Living Bread."

Steptoe then defired Mr. L. to give out the fmner's lamen-

tation, which they all continued finging, with great fervor,

till the under-fheriff fent for them*

The executioner coming into the cell, Steptoe immediately

went up to him, and with a cheerful countenance fhook.

him by the hand, as though he was his friend. While the

coffins were carrying out, Steptoe was ftanding a little way
from the cell-door, and the fun mining, he looked up, and

faid, " The7fun of nature mines very bright!" and added,

« This k the laft fun I (hall fee mining below; but I fhall

foon fee the Sun of Righteoufnefs, and be with him for

ever P
As foon as the prifoners got into the cart, they began to

fing, and continued to do fo, at times, till they came to

the fatal tree.

After the clergyman had done talking and praying with

them, Steptoe ftood up, and in a firm, collected, and mofb

Vol. II. 3 T afteding



5 '4 AN ACCOUKT OF, &C,

affecting manner, gave an exhortation to the people for

near five and twenty minutes. Among other things, he faid,

" It was fin which brought me to this (pointing to the tree)

and I am going to fuffer juftly ; but although I am con-

demned by the law of man, yet as I am interefted in the

Lord Jefus Chrift, I fhall not be condemned at the bar of

GOD. O think not, my dear fellow-finners, becaufe we

are brought to this ihameful end, that we are finners above

all men. I tell you, nay ; but except ye repent, ye fhall

all likewife perifh. Do not think that becaufe fome of you

may now be living in pleafure, pomp, or fplendor, that it

will avail you any thing when you come to die ; for ybu

will be condemned at the bar of GOD, unlefs you forfake

your fins, and flee to the Lord Jefus Chrift. And as I have

found an intereft in him, I do allure you my fellow-fin-

ners, my prefent fituation (though you may think other-

wife) is preferable to yours, who are yet in your fins..

Therefore flee from the wrath to come, and feek religion

with all your might ; for there is nothing but true religion

which can make you happy either in life or death." He
likewife fpoke of his belief of the refurrection, in very ftrong

terms, and added,

" Oh my drooping friends below,

Did you half this glory know ;
•

Daily would you ftretch the wing,

Thus to fly and thus to fing."

He then prayed very fervently, for feven or eight mi-

nutes, and was much at liberty.

After he had done, Hemmmgs fpoke to the people, and

warned them to forfake drinking, loofe women, and other

bad company; and to attend the houfe of GOD, where

they might hear thofe things which would do them good.

When the clergyman left the cart, they all called out

for Mr. d who immediately came to them. Hemmings

laid, I never was fo happy in all my "life; for the Lord

comforts m?..—Steptce faid, My mind is quite comfortable

and eompofed, and I am ftill happy.— Crips alfo declared,

he
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he was happy. Mr. C. then gave out two verfes of that

hymn, " Jefu lover of my foul," and was juft going to

prayer, when the under-lheriff fent an order for him to

quit the cart immediately : on which fome of the fpectators

fpoke aloud, and faid the conduct, of the under-fheriff was

fhameful ; and a Mr. Davis, a minifter of Reading, faid

to the prifoners, " Remember, the me riff cannot feparate

your fouls from Chrift."

Mr. C. then took leave of the prifoners, by exhorting

them to look to Jefus ; and they all continued fervent in

prayer to the lad.

Crips's laft words were, " O GOD, have mercy on me!

Jefus thou fon of David, have pity on me ! Jefus, thou

friend of finners, have mercy on me!'*

Steptoe's laft words were, " Into thy hands I commend

my foul, O GOD, for thou haft redeemed it."

Hemmings alfo. was launched, into eternity, calling upon

the Lord.

—

Steptoe had a cheerful and heavenly counte-

nance, even to the moment the cap was drawn over his

face.

—

Hemmings and Crips were alfo firm and collected to

the laft.

. Mini i|Mui^yffyjfijftat"fyz"" 1"

—

LETTER.
To my moji endeared Friends, the Servants of Chrijl in Taun-

ton, Grace and Peace,

Mojl dearly beloved and longed for, my Joy and Crown :

TV JfY heart's defi re and prayer to GOD for you is,

XtJL that you may be faved. I know that you are the

butt of men's rage and malice : but you may fatisfy your-

felves, as David in fuftaining Sbimei's curfes : it may be,

the Lord will look upon our affliction, and requite good

for their curfing this day. But, however that be, hold on

your way. Your name indeed is caft out as evil, and you

are
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are hated of all men for Chrift's fake, for cleaving to Ins

ways and fervants : but let not this difcourage you, for you

are now more than ever blefied : only hold faff:, that no

man take your crown. Let not any that have begun in the

fpirita end in the flefh. Do not forfake GOl^ till he for-

fake you : he that eridureth to the end fhall be faved : the

promifie is to him that overcometh ; therefore think not of

looking back : now you have fet your hands to Chrift/s

plough, though vou labour and fufFer, the crop will pay

lor all : now the Lord is trying who they be that will truft

• him, The world are all for prefent pay; they muft have

fomething in hand, and will not follow the Lord when
there are hazard and hardfhip in his fervice. But now is

the time for you to prove yourfelves believers, when there

is nothing vifible but hazard, and expence, and difficulty

in your Maker's fervice. Nov/, my brethren, {land faft in the

faith, quit you like men, be ftrong : if you can truft in his

promifes now, when nothing appears but bonds, and lofe,

and tribulation, this will be like believers. Brethren, I be-

feech you to reckon upon no other but croiles here. Let

none of you flatter yourfelves with dreams of fleeping in

your eafe, and temporal profperity, and carrying heaven

too. Count not upon reft till you come to the land of pro-

mife. Not that I would have any of you run upon hazards

uncalled: no, we (hall meet them foon enough in the way

of our duty, unlefs we turn afide : but I would have you

caft overboard your worldly hopes, and be content to wait

till you come on the other fide of the grave. .Is it not

enough to have a whole eternity of happinefs ? If GOD
throws in the comforts of this life too, 1 would not have

you throw them back again, or defpife the goodnefs of the

Lord : but I would that you fhould ufe this world, as not

abufing it, that you fhould be crucified to the world, and

the world to you ; that you fhould declare plainly that you

feek a better country, which is ah heavenly. Ah ! my
dear brethren, I befeech you to carry it like pilgrims and

ftraftgers, abftain from ilefhly lufts, which war againft

your fouls for what have we to do with the cuftoms and

iailiions of this world, who are ftrangers in it ? Be con-

tented
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tented with a traveller's lot : know you not that you are in

a ftrange land ? All is well as long as it is well at home ;

I pray you, brethren, daily confider your condition: do

you not remember that you are in an inn? And what

though you be but meanly , accommodated ! though you

fare hard, and lie hard ! Is this a ftrange thing ? What
fiiOuld travellers look for elfe ? Indeed if you were of the

world, the world would love its own. But now GOD
hath called you out of the world ; therefore the world hat-

eth you: but remember, it is your duty to love them, even

while they hate you; and to pray for mercy for them that

will fhow no mercy or juftice. This I defire you to ob-

ferve as a great duty of the prefent times : and let not any

fo forget their duty, as to wifh evil to them that do evil to

us ; or to pleafe themfelves with the thoughts of being

even with them. Let us commit ourfeives to him that

judgeth righteoully, and fhow ourfeives the children of the

Molt High, who doth good to his enemies, and is kind to

the unkind and unthankful: and what if they do hate us?

Their love and good-will were much more to be feared,

than their hatred. Brethren, keep yourfelves in the love

of GOD; here is wifdom. O happy fouls, that are his

favourites! for the Lord's fake look to this, make fure of

fomething: look to your fincerity above all things: let not

any of you conclude, that becaufe you are of the fuffering

jparty, therefore all is well: look to the foundation, that

your hearts be taken off from every fin, and fet upon

GOD as your bleflednefs : beware that none of you have

only a name to live, and be no more than almoft chrifti-

ans. For the love of your fouls, make a diligent fearch,

and try upon what ground you ftand ; for it pities me to

think any of you fhould hazard fo much, and yet lofe all

at laft: but when once you bear the mark of GOD's fa-

vour, you need not fear the world's frowns : cheer up

therefore, brethren, be ftrong in the Lord, and of good

courage under the world's ufage : fear not : in our Father's

houfe there is bread enough, and room enough : this is

fufficient to comfort us under all the inconveniencies of the

way, that wc have fo happy a home, fo ready a Father, fo

eoodiy
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goodly an heritage. Oh ! comfort one another with thefe

words: let GOD fee that you can trull in his word: let

the world fee that you can live upon GOD. I (hall mare
my prayers and love among you all, and commit you to

the Almighty GOD: the Keeper of Ifrael that never flum-

bereth nor fleepeth, be your watchman and keeper to the

end. Farewell. I am,

A fervent toell-wifier of your tempo-

ral and eternal affairs^

J. A.

—i
i iiw iMj«*HgiVffRf.y^>i.j •*

Poetry,

The Weathercock : an Epigram,

T T A I L, verfile emblem of the human mind,

JL JL True to thyfelf, and model of mankind

:

Thy only virtue is in them a vice *,

This moment thus, the next quite otherwife.

Thine an effect of nature's potent laws,

As theirs felf-int'reft or felf-love the caufe.

Thy various motions point which way inclin'd

The fix'd or vary'd current of the wind

:

Theirs only prove how fickle are their own,

How weakly grounded, and how little known.

Firft this, then that ; then this, then that again \

Now all a-go, and now a middler (train.

Such is mankind, creation's reftlefs heir,

Than wind lefs certain, and more light thari air

!

Tfl£
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The Universal Love of Christ,

LET earth and heav'n agree,

Angels and men be join'd,

To celebrate with me
The Saviour of mankind,

T' adore the all-atoning Lamb,

And blefs the found of Jefu's Name.

Jefus, tranfporting found

!

The joy of earth and heav'n !

No other help is found,

No other Name is giv'n

By which we can falvation have

;

But Jefus came the world to fave,

Jefus, harmonious Name !

It charms the hofts above

!

They evermore proclaim,

And wonder at his love !

'Tis all their happinefs to gaze,

Tis heav'n to fee our Jefu's face.

His Name the finner hears,

And is from fin fet free

;

Tis mufic in his ears,

'Tis life, and victory

;

New fongs do now his lips employ,

And dances his glad heart for joy.

Stung by the fcorpion fin,

My poor expiring foul

The balmly found drinks in,

And is at once made whole

:

See there my Lord upon the tree

!

I hear, I feci he dy'd fer me !



For me and all mankind

The Lamb of GOD was flain£

My Lamb his life refign'd

For cv'ry foul of man

;

' Loving to all, he none paft by,

He would not have one finner die.

O, unexampled love f

O, all-redeeming grace f

How freely didft thou move
To fave a fallen race !

What {hall I do to make it known,

What thou for all mankind haft done ?

For this alone I breathe,

To fpread the gofpel-found

;

Glad tidings of thy death

To all the nations round

;

Who all may feel thy blood apply'd,

Since all are freely juftify'd.

O for a trumpet-voice

On all the world to cal!,

To bid their hearts rejoice

In him who dy'd for all ?

For all my Lord was crucify'd,

For all, for all my Saviour dy'd*

To ferve thy blelTed will,

Thy dying love to praife,

Thy counfel to fulfil,

And minifter thy grace,

Freely what I receive to give,

The life of heaven on earth I live.

T H £



THE

Arminiari Magazine^

For NOVEMBER 1790.

PREDESTINATION CALMLY CONSIDERED.

[By John Wesley, M.A.]

[Continued from page 476.]

ARGUMENTS from experience alone will never deter-

mine this point. They can only prove thus much,

on the one hand, that our Lord is exceeding patient, that

he is peculiarly unwilling that any believers mould perifh ;

that he bears long, very long with all their follies, waiting

to be gracious, and to heal their backflidings ; and that, on

the other hand, he does aclually bring back many loft, meep,

who, to man's apprehcnfion, were irrecoverable : but all

this does riot amount to a convincing proof, that no be-

liever can or docs fall from grace. So that this argument,

from experience, will weigh little with thofe who believe

the poflibility of falling.

And it oiight to weigh full as little with thofe who do

riot. For if you produce ever fo many examples of thofe

who were once ftrong in faith, and are now more abandon-

ed than ever, they will evade them by faying, " O, but

" they will be brought back; they will not die in their fin*."

And if they do die in their fms, we come no nearer ; we
have not gained one point ftill, For it is eafy to fay, " They
" were only hypocrites

;
they never had true faith." There-

tore, fcripture alone can determine this queftion. And
Vol. IL 3 U fcrip-
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fcripture does fo fully determine it, that there needs only

to let down a very tew texts, With fome fii'ort reflections

upon them.

LXIX. That one who is a true believer, or, in other

words, one who is holy or righteous in the judgment of

GOD hirnfeH, may neverthelefs finally fall from grace, ap-

pears i. From the word or GOD by Ezek. chap, xviii; ver. 24.

When the righteous titruth awayfrom his righteoufnefs, and

committeth iniquity, in his trefpafs that he hath trefpajfed, and

in his fin that he hath finned, in them piall he die.

Do you object, " This chapter relates wholly and folely

6
' to the Jewilh church and nation ?" I anfwer, prove this :

till then I mail believe that many parts of it concern all

mankind.

If you fay, 2. " The righteoufnefs fpoken 01 in this

" chapter, Was merely an outward righteoufnefs, without

" any principle of grace or holinefs :" I afk, how is this

confident with the gift verfe, Cajt away from you ail your

tranfgrejfions, whereby ye have iranfgrtjjcd ; end make yon

a new heart, and a new /'pint ? Is this a " merely outward

" righteoufnefs, without any inward principle of grace or

'« holinefs ?"

Will you add, " But admitting the perfon here fpoken of,

" to be a truly righteous man, what is here faia is only a

" fuppofition." That I flatly deny. Read over the chap-

ter again, and you will fee the facts there laid down, to be

not barely fuppofed, but expresfly offerted.

That the death here mentioned is eternal death, appears

from the 26th verfe.

When a righteous man turneth away from his righteoufnefi,

and committeth iniquity, and dieth in them (here is temporal

death ;)
jor his iniquity that he hath done, he fnall die. Here

is death eternal.

If you aflert, " both thefe expreffions fignify the fame

" thing, and not two different deaths :" you put a palpable

force upon the text, in order to make the Holy Ghoft fpeak

nonfenfe.

" Dying
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" Dying in his iniquity, yon fay, is the fame thing as

li dying/0?" his iniquity. " Then the text means thus, " When
1* he dieth in them, he mall die in them." A very deep dir-

erovery !

But yon fay, " It cannot be underftood of eternal death ;

" becaufe they might be delivered from it by repentance and
" reformation/' And why might they not by fuch repent-

ance as is mentioned in the 31ft verfe, be delivered from

eternal death ?

But " the whole chapter, you think, lias nothing to do

with the fpiritual and eternal affairs of men,"

I believe every impartial man will think quite the contra-

ry, if he reads calmly either the beginning of it : Ailfouls

are mine, faith the Lord GOD ; the foul that finneth, itfall

die (where I can by no means allow that by the death of the

foul is meant only a temporal afFiiclion :) or the conclufion.

Repent, and turn yourfdvesfrom all your tranfgrefjions ; fo
iniquity (hall not be your ruin. Cqfl awayfrom you all your

tranlgr //ions whereby he have tranfgreffed ; and make you a

new heart, and a newfpirit ; for why will ye die, 0 hcufe of

Ifrael?

It remains then, one who is righteous in the judgment of

GOD himfelf, may finally fall from grace.

LXX. Secondly, That one who is endued with the faith,

which produces a good confeience, may neverthelefs finally

fall, appears from the words of St. Paul to Timothy, 1 Tim.

i. 18, 19. War a good warfare, holding faith, and a good

confeience ;. which fome. having put away, concerning Jaith,

have madefupwreck.

Obferve 1. Thefe men had once the faith that producer

a good confcu%ce, which they once had, or they could not

bave put it away.

Obferve 2. They madefipwreck of the faith, which ne-

ceffarily implies the total and final lofs of it.

You object, " Nay, the putting away a good confeience
:t does not fuppofe they had it, but rather that they had it

«? not."

This
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This is really furprifing. But how do you prove it ? -'Why,
" by Acls xiii. 46. where St. Paul fays to the Jews, // was
" neceffary that the word of GOD JJiould firjl have beenfpo-
" ken to you. But Jeeing ye put it from you—lo

t
we turn

" te the Gentiles." Here you fee the Jews, who never had

the gofpel, are faid to put it away.

How ! are you fure they " never had what they are here

•* faid to put away ?" Not fo. What they put away, it is

undeniable they had till they put it away : namely, the word

of GOD, fpoken by Paul and Barnabas. This inftance there-

fore makes full againft you. It proves juft the reverfe of

what you cited it for.

But you qbjecl further, " men may have a good confci-

ence, in fqme fenfe, without true faith."

I grant it, in a reftrained, limited fenfe ; but not a good

conference, fimply and abfolutely fpeaking. But fuch is that

of which the apoftle here fpeaks, and which he exhorts Timo-

thy to holdfafl : Unlefs you apprehend, that the holding it

fafl, likewife, " rather fuppofes he never had it."

" But the faith here mentioned means only the doclrine

" of faith :" I want better proof of this.

It remains then, one who has the faith which produces a

good confeience, may yet finally fall.

LXXI. Thirdly, thofe who are grafted into the good

olive-tree, the fpiritual, invifible church, may neverthelefs

finally fall.

For thus faith the apoftle, Some of the branches are broken

off, and thou art grafted in among them, and with them par-

takefl of the root and fatnefs of the olive-tree. Be mt high-

minded, butfar : if GODfpared not the natural branches,

take heed left' he fpare not thee. Behold the goodf. e/s and fe-

verity ofGOD ! on them which fell, feverity ; but towards

thee, goodnefs, if thou continue in his goodnefs : otherwije

thou flialt be cut off, Rom. xi. 17, &c.

We may obferve here, 1. The perfons fpoken to, were

aelually engrafted into the olive-tree.

2. This olive-tree is not barely the outward, vifible

churchj but the invifible, confining of holy believers. So

the
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the text, ver. 16. Ifthe firftfruit be holy, the lump is holy ;

and if the root be holy, fo are the branches. And, ver. 20.

Bccaufe of unbelief they were broken off, and thouflandefl by

faith.

3. Thefe holy believers were ftill liable to be cut off from

the invifible church, into which they were then grafted.

4. Here is not the leaft intimation of their being ever

grafted in again.

To this you object, 1. " This olive-tree is not the invi-

" f:bte church, but only the outward gofpel-church-ftate."

You afirmPuns ; and I prov the contrary : namely, that it

is in the invifible church : for it " confifts of holy believers,

*' which none but the invifible church does."

You objeel, 2.
44 The Jews who were broken off, were

ft never true believers in Chnft."

I am not fpeaking of the Jews, but of thofe Gentiles who
are mentioned in the 22d verfe ; whom St. Paul exhorts to

continue in his goodnejs : othervvife, faith he, thou Jhalt be

cut
&jf.

Now I prefume, thefe were true believers in Chrift.

Yet they were ftill liable to be cut off.

You affert, 3. " This is only a cutting off from the but-

f ward church-ftate." But how is this proved ? So forced

and unnatural a conftru&ion requires fome argument to fup-

port it.

You fay, 4. " There is a ftrong intimation, that they
!
* fhall be grafted in again." No: not that thofe Gentiles,

who did not continue in his goodnefs, mould be grafted in,

after they were once cut off! I cannot find the leafl intima-

tion of this.
41 But all Ifrael fhall be faved." I believe

fhey will: but this does not imply the re-engrafting of thofe

Gentiles.

It remains then, that thofe who are grafted into the fni-

ritual, invifible church, may nevenhelefs finally fall.

LXXII. Fourthly, thofe who are branches of Chrift,

the true vine, may yet finally fall from grace.

For thus faith our bleffed Lord himfelf, / am the true

vine, and my Father is the hifbandman. Every branch in

me that beareth not fruit, he takelh away. I am the vine,

ye
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ye are the branches. If a man abide not in me, he is cafi

jorth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and
caji them into the fire, and they are burned, John xv. i, &c.

Here we may obferve, 1. The perfons fpoken of, were

in Chrifl, branches of the true vine:

2. Some of thefe branches abide not in Chrift, but the

Father takcth them away:

3. The branches which abide not, are cafiforth, caft out

from Chrift and his church:

4. They are not only cafi forth, but withered ; confe-

quently, never grafted in again : *

5. They are not only cafi forth, and withered^ but alfo

caft into the fire: And
6. They are burned. It is not poflible for words more

ftrcngly to declare, that thofe who are branches of the true

vine may finally tall.

" But this," you fay, " furnifhes an argument for,, not

" againft, the perfevering of the faints."

Yes, juft fucli an argument for final perfeverance, as the

above-cited words of St. Paul to Timothy.

Bu,t how do you make it out ? Why thus, " There are

" two forts of branches in Chrifl the vine: the one fruitful,

44 the other unfruitful. The one are eternally chofen, -and

" thefe abide in him, and can never withdraw away." Nay»

this is the very point to be proved. So that you now, im-

mediately and direclly, beg the queftion.

" The other fort of branches are fuch as are in Chriil

U only by profeftion ; who get into churches, and fo are

*' reckoned in Chrift, and thefe in time wither away. Thefe

" never had any life, grace, or fruitfulnefs from him."

Surely you do not offer this by way of argument ! You

are again taking for granted the very point to be proved.

But you will prove, that " thofe are branches in Chrift,

tt who never had any life or grace from him, becaufe the

" churches of Judea and ThelTalonica are faid to be in Chrift,

" though every individual member was not favingly in him."

I deny the confequence, which can never be made good,

unlefs you can prove,, that thofe very Jews or Theffalonians

who
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who never had any life or grace from him, are neverthelefs

fdid by our Lord, to be branches in him.

It remains, that true believers, who are branches of the

true vine, may neverthelefs finally fall.

LXXIIL Fifthly, Thofe who fo effcaually know Chriir,

as by that knowledge to have efcaped the pollutions of the

world, may yet fall back into thofe pollutions, and perifh

cverlaftingly.

For thus faith the apodle Peter, if, after they have ef-

capzd the pollutions cf the world, through the knowledge of

the Lord and Saviour Jftfus Chnfl (the only pofhble way of

efcaping them) they are again entangled therein and over-

corn", the latter end is worfe with them than the beginning,,

2 Pet. ii. 20, si.

But you fay, 1. " Their knowledge was not an experimen-

" tal knowledge." And how do you prove this ? " Be-
" caufe had it been fuch, thev could not have loft it.

:

' You
are begging the queftion again.

You fay, 2. " Efcaping ike pollutions of the world, fig-

H
nifies no more than an outward reformation.

1
' How prove

you that? You aim at no proof at all. But he that will

grant it, may.

You fay, 3. " Thefe perfons never ha 1 any change

" wrought upon them. They were no other than dogs and
11 fwine, not only before and after, but even when they
11 outwardly abftained from grofs enormities."

I grant, that before and after that time, during which

they efcaped the pollutions of the world (or, as St.

Peter words it in his former epiftle, the corruption that

is in the world) they might well be termed either dogs or

fwine, for their grofs enormities. But that they deferved

fuch an appellation during that time, I cannot grant with-

out fome proof.

It remains, that thofe who by the inward knowledge of

Chrift, have efcaped the pollutions of the woild, may yet

fall back into thole pollutions, and perifh everlaftingly.

LXXIV. Sixthly, Thofe who lee the light oi the glory

of GOD in the face of Jefus Chrifl, and who have been
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made partakers of the Holy Ghoft, of the witnefs and the

fruits of the Spirit, may nevertheless fo fall from GOD, as

to perilh everlaftingly.

For thus faith the writer to the Hebrews, It is impoffwk
for tkofe who were on e enlightened, and have tafled of the

heaver. I v gift, and were ?nade partakers of the Holy Ghqjl If
they fall away, to renew them again unto repentance ; fee-
ing they crucify to themfelves the Son ofGOD afrefi, and put
him to an open fiame, Heb. vi. 4, &c.

Muft not every unprejudiced perfon fee, the expreflions

here ufed are fo ftrong and clear, that they cannot without

grofs and palpable wrefling, be underftood of any but true

believers ?

" But the apoftle makes only a fuppofition, If theyffiall
11
fall away.

The apoftle makes no fuppofition at all. There is no if
in the original. The words are 'A^warov m$ iV«g Qutiktm-

irct£X7rz<rovTois. That is, in plain EnglHh, It is im-

pofjihle to renew again unto repentance, tkofe who were once

enlightened, and have fallen away.

" No. The words in the original lie literally thus. //

" is impoffible for thofe who were once enlightened—and they

" falling away, to renew them again unto repentance: that

" is, fhould they fall away, which is in plain Englifh, if

" they fall away.'"'

Excufe me for fpeaking plain Englifh here. Shall a

man liefor GOD? Either you or I do; for I flatly aver

( and let all that underftand Greek judge between us) that

the words in the original do not lie literally thus, and they

falling away if fo they muft be ^ctpa.7rtvrovr»q, in the pre-

fent tenfe; not *g votex7rttrovTxs, in the indefinite) but that

they ought to be tranflated, And have fallen away; which

is as literal a tranflation as the Englifh tongue will bear.

Therefore here is no ifm the cafe, no fuppofition at all,

but a plain declaration of matter of fa£L

LXXV. " But why do you imagine thefe perfons were

V truly believers ?" Becaufe all the expreflions in their ea-

fy, natural fenfe, imply it.

They



A SERMON ON PHIL. Hi 12, 13. ^2<%

They were once enlightened : an exprefTion familiar with

the apoflle, and never by him applied to any but believers.

So the GOD of our Lord Jfefus Chrift give unto ydu the Spi-

rit cf wifdcm and revelation—The eyes of your under/land-

ing being enlightened, that ye may know what is the hope of

his colling—And what is the exceeding greatnfs of his pow-

er to us-ward that believe, Eph. i. 17, &c. So again, GOD,
who commanded the light to fkine out of darknefs, hath mined

in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory

of GOD in theface of Jefus Chrifl, 2 Cor, iv. 6.

" Nay, they were enlightened, means only, they were bap'

tized ; or knew the doclrines of the gofpel."

I cannot, believe this, till you bring me a few pafTages

from St. Paul's writings, wherein that expreflion is evident-

ly taken in either of thefe fenfes.

[Continued at page ,573.]

SERMON XXIIL

On Philippians ii. 12, 13*

Work out your own falvation with fear and trembling ; for
'

it is GOD which worketh in you both to will and to do of

his good pieafare.

i. QOME great truths, as the being and attributes of GOD,
and the difference between moral good and evil,

were known in fome meafure to the Heathen world ; the

traces of them are to be found in all nations : fo that in

fome fenfe it may be faid to every child of man, He hath

JJiewed thee, 0 man, what is good ; even to do juffy, to love

mercy, and to walk humbly with thy GOD. With this truth

he has in fome meafure enlightened every one that cometh into

the zvorld. And hereby they that have not the law, that have

no written law, are r law unto themfdves. They (hew the

work of the law, the fub^ance of it, though not the letter,

Vol. II. 3 X written
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written in their hearts by the fame hand which wrote the com
ffiandments on the tables of Hone : their, confdence a/Jo bear-

ing them witnejs, whether they act fuitably thereto or not.

2. But there are two grand heads of doclrine, which con-

tain many truths of the too ft impor;am nature, of which the

rnoff. enlightened Heathens in the ancient world were total-

ly ignorant ; as are alfo the moil intelligent Heathens, that

are now on the face of the earth ; I mean thofe which relate

to the eternal Son of GOD, and the Spirit of GOD ; to

the Son, giving himfelf to be a propitiationfor the fins cjthe

w Hd; And 10 the Spirit of GOB, renewing men in that

image of GOD wherein they were created. For after ail

the pains which ingenious and learned men have taken, that

great man, the chevalierRamfay in particular, to find fome

refemblance of - thefe truths in the immenfe rubbifh of Hea-

then authors, the refemblance is fo exceeding faint, as not

to be difcerned but by a very lively imagination. Befide

that even this refemblance, faint as it was, is only to be

found in the difcourfes of a very few, and thofe were the moft

improved and deeply- thinking men in their fevcral generati-

ons, vvfhHe the innumerable multitudes that furrounded them,

were little better for the knowledge of the philofophers ; but

remained as totally ignorant even of thefe capital truths, as

were the beafls that periih.

3. Certain it is, that thefe truths were never known to

the vulgar, the bulk of mankind, to the generality of men
in any nation, till they were brought to light by the gofpel.

Notwithstanding a fpark of knowledge glimmering here and

there, the whole eaith was covered with darknefs, till the

Sun of Righteoufnefs arofe, and fcattered the fhades of night 0

Since this Day-fpring from on high has appeared, a great

light hath mined unto thofe, who till then, fat in darknefs

and in the fhadow of death. And thoafands of them in every

age have known, that GOD fo loved the world, as to give

his only-begotten Son, to the end that whofoever believeth on him
}

JJiould not perijli but have everlajiwg life. And being entail-

ed with the oracles of GOD, they have known, that GOD
hath
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given us his Holy Spirit, who worketh in us loth

to will and to do of his good pUajure.

4. How remarkable are thofe words of the apoftle, which

precede thefe ? Let this mind be m you, which was aljo in

Chrijl Jejus : who bring in theform ofGOD, the incommu-

nicable nature of GOD from eternity, counted it no aB cf

robbery, (that is the precife meaning of the word) no invafi-

on of any other's prerogative j but his own unqueftionabie

right, to be, equal with GOD. The word implies both the

filnfs and the fupreme height of the Godhead. To which

are oppofed the two word?, he emptied, and he humbled him-

felf. He emptied himfeffof that divine fulnefs, veiled his ful-

nefs from the eyes of men and angels, taking, and by that

very act emptying himfelf, theform of a jlrvant, being made

in the likenfs of nun, a real man like other men. And being

found in fafraon as a man, a common man, without any pe-

culiar beauty or excellency, he humbled himf/fio a Hill great-

er degree, becoming obedient to GOD, though equal with him,

even unto death, yea^ the death of the crofs, the greateft in-

ftance both 01 humiliation and obedience.

Having propofed the example cf Chrift, the apoille ex-

horts them to fecure the falvation which Chrili hath purcha-

sed for them. Wherefore work out your own falvation zvitk

far and trembling : for it is GOD which workcth in you both

to will and to do ofhis goodpleafure.

In thefe comprehenfive words we may obferve,

Firft, That" grand truth, which ought never to be out of

our remembrance, It is GOD that worketh in us both to will

and to do of his ozon good plecfure ;

Secondly, The improvement we ought to make of it,

Work out your own falvation with fear and trembling :

Thirdly, The connexion between them : It is GOD that

worketh in you : therefore work out your ownfalvation.
I. 1. Firft, we are to obferve that great and important

truth, which ought never to be out of our remembrance, It

is GOD that worketh in us both to will and to do of his good
pleafure. The meaning of thefe words may be made, mere
plain, by a fmall tranfpofuion of them. It is GOD that of



53^ A SERMON ON PHIL. 11. 12, 13.

his good pleafure worketh in you both to will and to do. This

pofition of the words, conne6ting the phrafe of his goodplea-

sure wiih the word worketh, removes all imagination or me-

rit from man, and gives GOD the whole glory of his own
work. Otherwife we might have had fome room for boafl-

ing, as if it were our own defert, fome goodnefs in us, or

fome good thing done by us, which firft moved GOD to

work. But this expreflion cuts off all fuch vain conceits,

and clearly mews his motive to work lay wholly in himfelf

:

in his own mere grace, in his unmerited mercy.

2. It is by this alone he is impelled to work in man both

to will and to do. The expreflion is capable of two inter-

pretations ; both of which are unquefrionably true. Firft,

To will, may include the whole of inward ; to do, the whole

of outward religion. And if it be thus underflood, it im-

plies, that it is GOD that worketh both inward and out-

ward holinefs. Secondly, To will, may imply every good

defire ; to do, whatever refults therefrom. And then the

fentence means, GOD breathes into us every good defire,

and brings every good defire to good effect,

3. The original words rl &>.a? and to hieyw feem to favour

the latter conftruclion : ra f>;A«v, which we render to wiU
t

plainly including every good defire, whether relating to our

tempers, words, or aftions ; to inward or outwaid holinefs.

And ro ineyw which we render to do, manifeftly implies all

that power from on high ; all that energy which works in

us every right difpofuion, and then furnifhes us for every

good word and work,

4. Nothing can fo direclly tend to hide pride from man,

as a deep, Jailing conviction of this. For if we are tho-

roughly fenfible, that we have nothing which we have not

received, how can we glory as if we had not received it ?

If we know and feel, that the very firft motion of good is

from above, as well as the power which condu£ts it to the

end : if it is GOD that not only infufes every good defire,

but that accompanies and follows it, elfe it vaniihes away ;

then it evidently follows, that he zuho glorieth, mvfi glory

in the Lord.

Jl. 1,
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II. 1. Proceed we now to the fecond pomt. If GOD
vjorkcth in you, then work out your own falvation. The

original word rendered, work out, implies the doing a thing

thoroughly. Your own—for you yourfelves muft do this,

or it will be left undone for ever. Your ownJalvation—
Salvation begins with what is ufually termed (and very pro-

perly) preventing grace ; including the £« ft wifli to pleafe

GOD, the firft dawn of light concerning his will, and the

firft (light, tranGent conviction of having finned againft him.

All thefe imply fome tendency toward life, fome degree of

falvation, the beginning of a deliverance from a blind, un-

feeling heart, quite infenfible of GOD and the things of

GOD. Salvation is carried on by ccniincing grace, ufual-

ly in fcripture termed repentance, which brings a larger mea-

fure of felf-knowledge, and a farther deliverance from the

heart ot ilone. Afterwards we experience the proper chrif-

tian falvation, whereby through grace, we arefaved byfaith

:

confifting of thofe two grand branches, juilification and

fanttification. By juilification we are faved from the guilt

of fin, and reftorcd to the favour ofGOD : by fanctiheation

we are laved from the power and root of fin, and refiored

to the image of GOD. All experience as well as fcripture

{hew this falvation to be both inftantaneous and gradual.

It begins the moment we are juftified, in the holy, humble,

gen;le, patient love of GOD and man. It gradually in-

creafcs from that moment, as a grain of mufardfeed, which

atfn :} is the leaft of allfeeds, but gradually puts forth large

branJus, and becomes a great tree; til! in another inftant

the heart is clennfed from all fin, and filled with pure love

to GOD and man. But even that love increafts more and

more, till \1egr0w up in all things unto him that is our head,

till zee attain the meafure oft/ie fature ofthefulncfs cf Chn/L

2. But how are we to zvork &Ut this falvation ? The
apoftic anfwers, with fear and treml>iing. There is another

pafiage of St. Paul wherein the fame exprefTion occurs,

•which may give light to this. SertMmtt; obey your majlcrs

according to tkeflefh, according to the prefent ftate of things,

(although fenfible that in a little time the fervant will be

free
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free from his mailer,) with fear and trembling. This is 3
proverbial expreITi©n, which cannot be underftood literally.

For what mafter could bear, much lefs require, a fervant

to ftand trembling and quaking before him? And the fol-

lowing words utterly exclude this meaning: in fingltnefs of
your heart, with a fingie eye to the will and providence of

GOD, not with eye-fervice, as men-pleaftrs, but as the

fervants of Ckrift, doing the will of GOD from the heart:

doing whatever they do as the will of GOD, and therefore

with their might, Eph. vi. 5, &c. It is eafy to fee, that

thefe ftrong expreftions of the apoftle clearly imply two

things: firft, that every thing be done with the utmcft

earneftnefs of fpirit, and with all care and caution
;

(per-

haps more dire&ly referring to the former words (acto. (pop*'

with fear) fecondly, that it be done with the utmoft dili-

gence, fpeed, punctuality and exa&nefs: not improbably

referring to the latter word ^xk t^/ah* with trembling.

3. How eafily may we transfer this to the bufinefs of

life, the working out our own falvation ? With the fame

temper and in the fame manner that Chriftian fervants ferve

their matters that are upon earth, let all Chriftians labour

to ferve their matter that is in heaven : that is, firft, with

the utmoft earneftnefs of fpirit, with all poiTible care and

caution, and fecondly, with the utmoft diligence, fpecd 3

punctuality, and exaclnefs.

4. But what are the fteps which the. fcripture directs us

to take, in the working cut of our own falvation ? The

prophet Ifaiah gives us a general anfwer, touching the firft

ileps which we are to take, ceafe to do evil ; ham to do

well. If ever you defire that GOD fhoyld work in you

that faith, whereof cometh both prcfent and eternal falva-

tion; by the grace already given fly from all fin as Irom

the face of a ferpent: carefully avoid every evil word and

work; yea, abftain from all appearance of evil. And learn

to do well: be zealous of good works, of works of piety,

as well as works of mercy : family-prayer, and crying to.

GOD in fecret. Faft in fecret, and your Father which fietk

in fecrcty he will reward you openly* Search the fcriptures:
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near tbcm in public, read them in private, and meditate

therein. At every opportunity be a partaker of the Lord's

fupper : do this in remembrance of him, and he will meet

vou at his own table. Let your converfation be with the

children of GOD, and fee that it be in grace, feafoned with

fait. As ye have time, do good unto all men, to their

fouls and to their bodies. And herein be ye fledfaft, im-

moveable, always abounding in the work cf the Lord. It

then only remains, that ye deny yourfelves, and take up your

crofs daily. Deny yourfelves every pleafure which does

not prepare you for taking pleafure in GOD. And wil-

lingly embrace every means of drawing near to GOD,
though it be a crofs, though it be grievous to flefh and

blood. Thus, when you have redemption in the blood of

Chrift, you will go on to perficlion; till walking in the light

as he is in the light, you are enabled to teftify, that he is

faithful and jufl, not only to forgive yourfns, but to cleanfe

you from all unrightecnfuefs.

III. i«
M But,

35

fay fome, " what connexion is there be-

tween the former and the latter claufe of this fentence? Is

there not rather a flat oppofnion, between the one and the

other? It it is GOD that worketh in us both to will and

to do, what need is there of our working ? Does not his

working thus fupercede the necetTuy of our working at all?

Nay, does it not render our working impracticable, as well

as unneceflary? For ii we allow- that GOD does all, what

is there left for us to do ?"

2. Such is the reafoning of ficfh and blood. And at

firft hearing it is exceeding plaufible. But it is not folid,

as will evidently appear, if we confider the matter more
deeply. We (hall then fee, there is no oppofition between

thefe, " GOD works; therefore do ye work-' but on the

contrary, the clofeft connexion, and that in two refpecls.

For, firft, GOD works; therefore you can work: fecondly,

GOD works, therefore you mufl work.

3. Firft, GOD worketh in you ; therefore you can work

:

otherwife it would be impomble. If he did not work, it

would be impoflible for you to work out your own falva-

tion.
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lion. JFtfA man this is impcMbk% faith our Lord, for a
rick man to enter into the kingdom, ef heaven. Yea, it ii

impoflible for any man ; for any that is born of a woman,
unlefs GOD work in him. Seeing all men are by nature

not only fick, but dtad in trefpaffes and Jas> it is not pof.

fible for them to do any thing well, till GOD raifes them
from the dead. It was impoffible for Lamms to cameJortk%

till the Lord had given him life. And it is equally iropof-

fible for us, to come out of our fins, yea, or to make the

leaft motion toward it, till he who hath all power in hea-

ven and earth, calls our dead fouls into life.

4. Yet this is no excufe for thofe who continue in fin,

and lay the blame upon their Maker, by faying, it is GOD
only that mull quicken its; for we cannot quicken our own
fouls. For allowing that all the fouls of men are dead in

fin by nature^ this excufes none, feeing there is no man in

a mere fiate of nature: there is no man, unlefs he has

quenched the Spirit, that is wholly void of the grace of

GOD. No man living is entirely deftitute of what is vul-

garly called natural confcicnce. But this is not natural; it

is more properly termed preventing grace. Every man has

a greater or lefs meafure of this, which waiteth not for the

call of man. Ever)' one has, fooner or later, good defires,

although the generality of men ftifle them before they can

itrike deep root, or produce any confiderable fruit. Every

one has fome meafure of that light, fome faint and glim-

mering ray, which fooner or later, more or lefs, enlightens

every man that cometh into the world. And every one,

unlefs he be one of the fmall number, uhofe conference is

feared as with a hot iron, feels more or lefs uneafy, when

he a&s contrary to the light of his own confeience. So

that no man 6ns, becaufe he has not grace, but becaufe

he does not ufe the grace which he hath.

3. Therefore in as much as GOD works in you, you

are now able to work out your own falvation. Since he

worketh in you, of his own good pleafure, without any

merit of yours, both to will and to do, it is poflible for

you to fulfil all righteoufnefs. It is poflible for you, to

love
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[eve GOD, becaufe he hath firjl -loved us; and to walk in

love, after the pattern of our great matter. Y/e know in-

deed that word of his to be abfolutely true, without me ye

can do nothing. But on the other hand we know, every

believer can fay, / can do all things through Chnjl that

Jlrengtheneth mei

6. Mean time let us remember, that GOD has joined

thefe together in the experience of every believer. And
therefore we muft take care, not to. imagine they are ever

to be put afunder. We muft beware of that mock humili-

ty, which teacheth us to fay, in excufe for our wilful difo-

bedience, c< O, I can do nothing:" and ftops there, with-

out once naming the grace of GOD. Pray, think twice.

Confider what you fay. I hope you wrong yourfelf. For

if it be really true, that you can do nothing, then you have

no faith. And if you have not faith, you are in a wretch-

ed condition: you are not in a ftate of falvation. Surely

it is not fo. You can do fomething, through Chrift ftrength-

ening you. Stir up the fpark of grace which is now in you:

and he will give you more grace.

7. Secondly. GOD worketh in you : therefore you muft

work: you muft be workers together with him, (they are the

very words of the apoftle) otherwife he will ceafe working.

The general rule on which his gracious difpenfations inva-

riably proceed, is this, Unto him that hath, JJiall be given:

but from him that hath not, that does not improve the grace

already given, JJiall be taken away what he ojfuredly hath.

(So the words ought to be rendered.) Even St. Augufline

who is generally fuppofed to favour the contrary dotlrine,

makes that juft remark, qui fecit nosfine nobis, non falv. bit,

nos fine nobis : " he that made us without ourfelves, will

not fave us without ourfelves.'' He will not fave us, un-

lefs we fave ourflves from this untoward generation : unlefs

we ourfelves fight the good fight oj faith, and lay hold on

eternal life : unlefs we agonize to enter in at the fWait gate ,

deny ourfelves, take up our crofs daily, and labour, by

every polhble means, to make our own calling and clecliun

fare.

Vol. II. 3Y 8. Labour
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8. Labour then, brethren, riot for the meat that perifhetk,

but for that which endureth to everlafing life. Say with

our bleffed Lord, though in a fornewhat different fefife, My
Father workclh hitherto, and I work. In confideration that-

he ftill vvorketh in you, be never weary of well-doing. Go
on, in virtue of the grace of GOD, preventing, accompa*
nying and following you, in the work offaith, in the pati-

ence of hope, and in the labour of love. Be ye fledfafl and
immoveable; always abounding in the

r
work of the Lord..

And the GOD of peace, who brought again from the dead

the great fiiepherd of the fkeep \Jfus], make you perfetl in

every good' work to do his will, working in you what is well-

pkafing in his fight, through Jefus Chrift, to whom be glo-

ry for ever and ever!

An EXTRACT

Of the Revd
. Mr. JOHN WESLEY's Journal,

Prom Auguft 12th, 1738, to November ill, 1739.

[Continued from page 495.]

SUNDAY, July 1. I preached to about 5000, on that

favourite advice of the infidel in Ecclefiafles (fo zealouf-

1-y inforced by his brethren now) Be not righteous over much.

At Hannam and at Rofe-Green I explained the latter part of

the viith of St. Luke ; That verfe efpecially, When they had

nothing to pay, hefranklyforgave them beta.

A young woman funk down at Rofe-Green, in a violent

agony both of body and mind : As did five or fix perfons in

theevening at the New Room, at whofe cries many were great-

ly offended. The fame offence was given in the morning by

one at Weaver's- Hall, and by eight or nine others, at Gtou-

cefler-Lane in the evening. The fir ft that was deeply touch-

cd was L—W—; v?hofe mother had been not a little dif-

plcafed a day or two before, when fhe was told, how her

daughter
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daughter had expofed herfelf before all the congregation :

The mother herfelf was the next, who fell down, and

loft her fenfes in a moment ; but went home with her daugh-

ter, full of joy, as did molt of thofe that had been in pain.

Soon after the fociety, I went to Mrs. T— 's, whofe near-

eft relations were carneftly dilfuading her, from being Right-

eous over much; and by the old motive, Why JJiouldjl thou

dejlroy thyfJJ ? She anfwered all they advanced with meek-

nefs and !ove
4
and continued ftedfaft and immoveable. En-

dure hardfhip ftill; thou good foldier of Chrift ! Perfecuted

but not forfaken : Torn with inward, and encompait with

outward temptations : But yielding to none. O mav pati-

ence have its perfect work !

Tuejday 3. 1 preached at Bath to the moft attentive and

ferious audience I have ever feen there. On Wednef. I

preached at Newgate on thofe words,' Becaufe cf the Phari-

fees, they durfi not confj's Jam.—For they loved the praije of

men, more than the
1

prdife cj GOD. A meffage was deliver-

ed to me when I had done, from the ftenffs, " That I mult

preach there no more.
5 '

Friday 6. I preft a ferious Quaker to tell me, why he

did not come to hear me as formerly ? He laid,' " Becaufe

he found we were not led by the Spirit; for we. fixt times

of preaching before- hand ; whereas we ought to do nothing

uniefs we were fenfibly moved thereto by the Holy Ghoft."

I afked, " Whether we ought not to do what GOD in

fcripture commands, when we have opportunity•? Whether
the providence of GOD thus concurring with his word* were

not a fufEcient reafon for our doing it, although we were not

at that momznt^Ji/ifilly moved theytta by the Holy Ghoft:5
''

He anfwered, " It was not a fufEcient reafon. T his was

to regard the letter that killcth" GOD grant, that I may fo

regard it all the days of my life !

In the afternoon I was with Mr. Whitefield, juft come
from London, with whom I went to Bapfifi Mills, where he

preached concerning the Holy Ghoft %
which all zcho believe,

are to receive ; not without a juft, though fevere cerjfure of

\hofe, who preach as if there were no Holy Qhoft.

Saturday
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Saturday 7. I had an opportunity to talk with him of thofe

outward Tigris, which had fo often accompanied the inward

work of GOD. I found his objections were chiefly grounded

on grofs mifroprefentations of matter of fact. But the next

day he had an opportunity of informing himfelf better. For

no fooner had he begun (in the application of his fermon) to

invite all Tinners, to believe in Chrift, than four perfons

funk down clofe to him, almoft in the Tame moment. One
or. them lay without either fenfe or motion. A Tecond

trembled exceedingly. The third had ftrong convuiTions all

over his body, but made no noife, unleTs by groans. The
Tourth, equally convulfed, called upon GOD, with ftrong

cries and tears. From this time I truft, we fhall all TufTer

GOD to carry on his own work in the way that pleafeth

him.

Tkurfday 13. I went to a gentleman who is much troubled

with what they call lownefs of/pints. Many Tuch have I

been with before ; but in feveral of them, it was no bodily

diftemper. They wanted Tomething, they knew not what,

and were therefore, heavy, uneafy, and diflatisned with eve-

ry thing. The- plain truth is, they wanted GOD, they

wanted ChriO, they wanted faith. And GOD convinced

them of their want, in a way their phyTicians no more un-

derwood than themfelves. Accordingly nothing availed till

the great phyfjclan came: For in Tpite of all natural means,

he who made them for himfelf, would not TufTer them to

reft, till they rcfted in him.

On Friday in the afternoon I left Briflol with Mr.

Whitefeld, in the midft of heavy rain. But the clouds Toon

difperfed, To that we had a fair, calm evening, and a Ten-

ons congregation at Thornbury.

In the morning we breakfalled with a Quaker, who had

been brought up in the church of England: but being un-

der ilrong convictions of inward Tin, and applying to Teve-

r.d perfons for advice, they all judged him to be under a

diforder of body, and gave advice accordingly. Some

Quakers with whom he. met about the fame time, told him,"

1 l was tl|| *lar^ °f GOD upon his foul; and adyifed him

to
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to feek another fort of relief than thofe miferable comfort-

ers had recommended. fVo unto you, ye blind leaders of

the blind! How long will ye pervert the right ways of the

Lord ? Ye who tell the mourners in Zion, much religion

hath made you mad ! Ye who fend them whom GOD hath

wounded to the devil for cure; to company, idle books or

diveifions! Thus mall they perifli in their iniquity; but

their blood {hall GOD require at your hands!

We had an attentive congregation at Gloucejler in the

evening, In the morning, Mr. WhiteJUld being gone for-

ward, I preached to about five thoufand there, Chrift our

wifdom, righteouj'mfs, fanclification, and redemption. It

rained violently at five in the evening
;

notwithftanding

which two or three thoufand people flayed, to whom I ex-

pounded that glorious virion of Ezekiel, of the refurreclion

of the dry bones.

On Monday 16. After preaching to two or three thoufand

on What muft I do to be faved? I returned to Brijlol, and

preached to about three thoufand, on thofe words of Job,

There the wicked ceafefrom troubling ; there the weary are at

refl.

Tuefday 17. I rode to Bradford, 5 miles from Rath, whi-

ther I had been long invited to come. I waited on the mi-

nifter, and defired leave to preach in his church. He faid,

" It was not ufual to preach on the week-days : but it I

could come thither on a Sunday, he mould be glad of

my afTiftance." Thence I went to a gentleman in the town,

who had been prefent when I preached at Bath, and with

the ftrongeft marks of fincerity and affe&ion, wifaed me good

luck in the name cf the Lord. But it was parr. I found

him now quite cold. He began difputing on fevera! heads,

and at laft told me plainly, One of our own college had in-

formed him, " Th»y always took me to be a little crack-

brained at Oxford.
'

However fome perfons who were not of his mind, hav-

ing pitched on a convenient place (called Bearfidd, or Bu-
ry-field) on the top of the hill under which the town lies;

I there offered Chrift to about a thoufand people, for wif.

dom,
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dom, righteoufnefs, fan&ification, and redemption. Thence
I returned to Bath, and preached on What mujl I do to be

faved? to a larger audience than ever before. I was won-
dering the god of this world was fo jlill: when at my re-

turn from preaching, poor R M told me, he could

not let me preach any more in his ground. I afked, him why ?

He faid, " the people hurt his trees, and ftole things out

of his ground. And befides (added he) / have already, by

letting thee be there, merited the difpleafure of my neighbours."

G fear of man ! who is above thee, but they who indeed*

worjhip GOD in fpirit and in truth ? Not even thofe who.

have one foot in the grave ! Not even thofe who dwell in

rooms of cedar; and who have heaped up gold as the duft,

and filver as the fand of the fea !

Saturday 2 1. I began expounding a fecond time our Lord's,

fermon up on the mount. In the morning, Sunday 22, as \.

w as explaining Bleffed are the pure infpint, to about three

thoufand people, we had a fair opportunity of fhewiug ail

men, what manner of fpirit we were of. For in the mid-

dle oS. the fermon, the prefs-gang came and feized on one

of the hearers: (Ye learned in the law, what becomes o£

Magna charta, and of Englijli liberty, and property ? Are

not thefe mere founds, while, on any pretence, there is fucfy

a thing as a prefs-gang fufftred in the land?) all the reft

Handing flill, and none opening his mouth or lifting up his

hand to refill them.

Monday 23. To guard young converts from fancying^

that they had already attained, or were already perfect, X

preached on thofe words, So is the kingdom of GOD, as,

M)hkifi a jnan cafleth feed into the ground—and rijeth day and

night, and the fed buddethforth and fpringeth up he knozu-

eth not how—frfl the blade, then the ear, then the full com

in the ear.

On feveral evenings this week, and particularly on Fri-

day, many were deeply convinced ; but none were deliver-

ed from that painful conviction : The children came to the

birth; but there was notflrsngth to bring forth. I fear we

have grieved the Spirit of the jealous GOD, by queflionnig

his
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his work : and that therefore he is withdrawn from us for

a feafon. But he will return and abundantly pardon.

Mond. 30. Two more were in flrong pain, both their fouls

and bodies being well-nigh torn afunder. But though we

cried unto GOD, there was no anfwer, neither did he as

yet deliver them at all.

One of thefe had been remarkably zealous againft thofe

that cried out and made a noife, being fure that any of them

might help it if they would. And the fame opinion (he was

in ftill till the moment {he was ftruck through as with a

fword, and fell trembling to the ground. She then cried

aloud, though not articulately, her words being fwallowed

up. In this pain {he continued twelve or fourteen hours,

and then her foul was fet at liberty. But her mailer (for

fhe was a fervant till that time, at a gentleman's in town)

forbid her returning to him, faying, he would have none in

his houfe, who had received the Holy Ghofl.

Tuefday 31. I preached at Bradford to above two thoti-

fand, many of whom were of the better rank, on What mvfl

I do to befaved? They all behaved with decency, and none

went away till it was ended. While I was preaching at Bath,

in my return, fome of the audience did not behave fo well ;

being, I fear, a little too nearly concerned, when I came to

the application of thofe words, Not only this our craft, is in

danger to be fet at nought ; but alfo that the temple of the.

great goddefs Diana fould be defpifed—whom all Afia and

the world worfluppeth.

Having a caution againfl religious delufon, put into my
hands about this time, I thought it my duty to write to the

author of it : which I accordingly did, in the following

terms

:

Reverend Sir,

1.
"\

/
7
rOU charge me (for I am called a Methedift, and

JL confequently included within your charge) with

vain and corfdent boa/lings, rafn, uncharitable ceifures,

damning all who do not feel what I feel ; not allowing men to

be in afalvableflate, urdefs they have experiencedfeme fudden

operation
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operation, which may be diflinguifhed as the hand of GO
upon them, overpowering as it zoere the foul : With denying

men the ufe of GOD's creatures, which he hath appointed to

he receivedwith thank/giving, and encouraging abftinence^ pray-

er and other religious exercifes, to the neglecl of the duties of
our fation. O fir, can you prove this charge upon me ?

The Lord mail judge in that day !

2. I do indeed go out into the highways and hedges to call

poor finners to Chrift. But not in a tumultuous manner, not to

the diflurhance of the public peace, or the prejudice offamilies.

Neither herein do 1 break any law which I know ; much lefs

Jet at nought all rule and authority. Nor can I be faid to in-

trude into the labours of thofe, who do not labour at all

;

but fuffer thoufands of thofe for whom Chrift died, to perJA

for lack ofknowledge.

3. They perifh for want of knowing, That we as well as

the Heathens, are alienatedfrom the life of GOD : that eve-

ry one of us by the corruption of our inmoft nature, is very

far gonefrom original righteouj'nefs ; fo far, that every per-

fon born into the world, deferveth GOD's wrath and damna-

tion : That we have by nature no power either to help our-

felves, or even to call upon GOD to help us ; all our tem-

pers and works, in our natural ftate, being only evil conti-

nually. So that our coming to Chrift, as well as theirs,

muft infer a great and mighty change. It muft inter, not on-

ly an outward change, from Healing, lying and all corrupt

communication ; but a thorough change of heart, an inward

renewal in the fpirit of our mind. Accordingly, the old man

implies infinitely more than outward evil converfation, even

an evil heart of unbelief, corrupted by pride and a thoufand

deceitful lufts. Of confequence, the new man muft imply

infinitely more than outward good converfation, even a good

heart, which after GOD is created in righteoufnefs and true

holinefs : a heart full of ihat faith, which working by love,

produces all holinefs of converfation.

. 4. The change from the former of thefe ftates to the lat-

ter, is what I call The new birth. But you fay, I am not

content with this plain and eafy notion of it, but fill myfclf

and
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&nd others with fantaftical conceits about it. Alas, fir, how

can you prove this ? And if you cannot prove it, what

amends can you make, either to GOD or to me or to the

world, for publicly aliening a grofs falfhood ?

5. Perhaps you fay> You can prove this of Mr. White*

field* What then ? This is nothing to me. I am not ac-

countable for his words. The journal you quote I never

fa\vr
till it was in print. But indeed you wrong him as

much as me : Firft, where you reprefent him as judging the

notions of the Quakers in general (concerning being led by

the Spirit) to be right and good ; whereas he fpeaks only

of thofe particular men, with whom he was then converfmg.

And again, where you fay, hefuppofes a perfoii believing m
£h.rift,—to be without any favlng knowledge of him. He
fuppofes no fuch thing. To believe in Chrift, was the ve-

ry thing he fuppofed wanting : As underilanding that term

Relieving to imply, not only an aflent to the articles of our

Creed, but al fo A fure trufl and confidence cf the mercy cf

GOD through cur Lord Jefus Chrift,

6. Now this it is certain a man mav want, although he

can truly fay,. I am chafe, I am fiber, I amjuf in my deal-

ings, I help my neighbour, and uf the ordinances cf GOD,
And however fuch a man may have behaved in theft refpecls,

ke is not to think well of his own fate, till he experiences fome-

thing within himfelf which he has not yet experienced, but

which he may be bfore-hand affiiredhe fiall, If the promifes

ot GOD are true. That fomething is, a living faith : A
fure trufl and confidence in GOD, that by the merits of Chrift

his fins are forgiven, and he reconciled to thefavour ofGOD-
And from this will fpring many other things, which till

then he experienced not, as, the love of GOD fhed abroad

in his heart, the peace of GOD which pafTeth ail under-

ilanding, and joy in the Holy Ghoft, joy though not unflt^

yet unfpeakable and full of glory.

7. Thefe are fome of thofe inward fruits of the Spirit,

which mud be fit, wherefoever they are : And without

thefe, I cannot learn from holy writ, that any man is born

if the Spirit. I befcech you, fir, by the mercies of GOD,
Vol, II q Z that
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that if as yet you know nothing of fuck inwardfeelings, if

you do not fed in ytiurfetf thefe mighty workings of the Spi-

rit of Ghrift, at lead you would not contradict and blaf-

pheme. When the Holy Ghoil hath fervently kindled your

love towards GOD,- you will know thefe to be very fnfibk
operations, As you hear the wind andfeel it too, while it

flrikes upon your bodily organs, -you will know you are un-

der the guidance of GOD's Spirit the fame way, namely, by

feeling it in your foul: By the prefent peace and joy and

love which you feel within, as well as by its outward and

more diftant effects,

I am> &c.

I have often wifhed, that ail calm impartial men, would

confider what is advanced by another writer, in a little dif-

courfe concerning enthufiafm or religious delufion, publifh-

ed about this time. His words are,

" A minifier of our church, who may look upon it a~>

his duty to warn his parifuoners, or an author who may
think it necefTary to- caution his readers, againft fuch preach-

ers or their doclrine (enthnfiaftic preachers, I fuppofe, fuch

as he takes it for granted the Methodift preachers are) ought

to be very careful to aBt with a Chnjlian fpirit, and to ad-

vance nothing but with temper^ charity and £rz/^.-^Perhaps

the following rules may be proper to be obferved by them,

1. Not to blame perfons for doing that now, which fcrip-

ture records holy men of old to have praclifed, left, had

they lived in thofe times, they fhould have condemned them

alfo :

2. Not to cenfure perfons in holy orders, for teaching the

fame doctrines which are taught in the Jcriptures and by our

church ; left they fhould ignorantly cenfure what they pro-

fs fs to defend.

3. Not to cenfure any profelfed members of our church,,

who live good lives, for reforting to religious affcmlhes in

private houfes, to perform in fociety a£ls oi divine worfiip

s

when the fame feems to have been praclifed by the primi-

tive Chriftians; and when, alas ! there are fo many parifhes,
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where a perfon pioufly difpofed, has no opportunity of join-

ing in the public fervice of our church, more than one hour

end a half in a week.

4. Not to condemn thofe who are conflarat attendants on

the communion and fervice of our* church, if they fornetimes

tiie other prayers in private aflemblics : fince the bejjt divines

of our church have compofed and published many prayers^

that have not the fanction of public authorities
; which im-

plies a general confent, that our church has not made pro-

vision for every private occafion.

[Continued at page ,595.]

THE LIFE AND DEATH 07

The Reverend JOHN FLETCHER.

[Continuedfrom page 504.]

A WAKING fome time after, he faid, " Polly, I have

1JL been thinking that it was IfraTs fault that they

afked for figns. We will not do fo: but abandoning our

whole felves to the will ol GOD, will lie patiently before

him; aflfured that he will do all things well."

" My dear love, faid I, if ever I have done or faid any

thing to grieve thee, how will the remembrance wound my
heart, if thou fliouldft be taken from me ? He intreatcd me
with inexpremble tendernefs, not to allow the thought, de-

claring his thankfulnefs for our union, in a variety of words

written on my heart, as with the adamantine pen of friend-

(hip deeply dipt in blood.

" On Wednefday, after groaning all day long, under

the weight of the power of GOD, he told me, he had re-

ceived fuch a manifeflation of the full meaning of thofe

words, GOD is love, as he could never be able to exprefs.

" It fills my heart, faid he, every moment. O Polly, my
dear Polly, GOD is low ! Shout, fhout aloud ! I want a

gufi
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guft of praifc to go to the ends of the earth! But it fcems

as if I could not fpeak much longer. Let us fix on a fign

between ourfelves. Now, faid he, (tapping me twice with

his finger) I mean, GOD is love. And we will draw each

other into GOD. Obferve! By this we will draw each

other into GOD."
" Sally coming in, he cried out, " O Sally, GOD is

love ! Shout both of you ! J want to hear you fhout his

praifc!" All this time the medical friend, who attended him

diligently, hoped he was in no danger: as he had no bead-

ach, but much fleep without the leafl: delirium, and an al-

snoft regular pulfe. So was the difeafe, though commif-

fiored to take his life, retrained by the power of GOD.
" On Thurfday his fpeech began to fail. While he

was able, he fpoke to all that came in his way. Hear-

ing that a lb anger was in the houfe, he ordered her to be

called up. But the uttering only two fentences made him

ready to faint away. And while he had any power of fpeech

he would not be filent to his friendly Doctor. * O fir,

faid he, you take much thought for my body: permit me
to take thought for your foul !" When I could fcarce un-

derftand any thing he faid, I (poke thefe words, GOD is

love. Inftantly, as if all His powers were awakened, he

broke out in a rapture,
44 GOD is love! love! love! O for

that guft of praife! I want to found!" Here his voice

again failed. All this time he was in much p.ain, and fuf-

feted many ways: but full with fuch unutterable patience,

as none but thofe that were prefent can conceive. If I

did but name his fufTerings, he would fmile and make the fign.

On Friday, obferving his body covered with fpots, I

felt a fword pierce through my fou). As I was kneeling by

bis fide, with my hand in his, intreating the Lord to be

with us in this tremendous hour ; he irove to fay many

things, but could not articulate the words. All he could

do was to prefs my hand, and frequently repeat the fign.

At laft he breathed out, " Head of the church, be head to

my wife!"

When
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When I was forced to leave him for a few moments,

Suifydmd to him, my dear malier, do you know me? He
replied, " GOD will put his right-hand under you." She

added, O my dear mailer, mould you be taken away, what

a difconfolate creature will my poor, dear miftrefs be! He
replied, " GOD will be her all in ail!"

He always took a peculiar pleafure in repeating or hear-

ing thofe words,

Jefu's love through earth and flues,

Mercy, free, boundlefs mercy cries.

Whenever I repeated them to him, he would anfwer,

"boundlefs! boundlefs! boundlefs!" He aow added, though

not without much difficulty,

Mercy's full power I foon fhall prove,

Lov'd with an everlafting love.

" On Saturday in the afternoon, his fever feemed quite

off, and a few friends (landing near his bed, he reached his

hand to each : and looking on a minifler, faid, " are you

ready to afiifl; to-morrow ?" His recollection furjjrifed us,

a* the day of the week had not been mentioned in the

room. Mjny were of opinion he would recover : and one

of them faid to him, do you think the Lord will raife you

up ? He ft rove to anfwer, and could juft pronounce,

*' Raife me up in the refurr" Meaning in the refurrec-

tion. To another who afked the fame queftion, he faid,

" I leave it all to GOD."
11 In the evening the fever came again, and with greater

violence than ever. The mucus then falling on his throat,

almoft ftrangled him. It was fuppofed, the fame painful

fymptom would grow more and more violent to the laft.

As I felt this exquifitely, I cried to the Lord to remove it.

And, glory be to his name, he did ! From that time it re-

turned no more.

As night drew on, I perceived him dying very fall. His

fingers could hardly make the fign, which he fcarce ever

forgot : and his fpeech feemed quite gone. I faid, My
dear
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dear creature, I afk not for myfelf : / know thy foul : but for

the fake of others, if Jefus is very prefent with thee, lift

up thy right-hand. Immediately he did. If the profpeft

of glory fweetly opens before thee, repeat the fign. He in-

ftantly raifed it again, and in half a minute, a fecond time.

He then threw it up, as if he would reach the top of the

bed. After this, his hands moved no more. But on my
faying, Art thou in pain ? He anfwered, " No." From
this time he lay in a kind of fleep, though with his eyes open

and fixt. For the moft part he fat upright, againft pillows,

with his head a little inclining to one fide. And fo remark-

ably eompofed, yea triumphant was his cpuntenance, that

the leaft trace of death was fcarce difcernible in it. Twen-
ty-four hours he was in this fituation, breathing like a per-

fon in common fleep. About thirty-five minutes pall ten on
Sunday night, Aug. 14, his precious foul entered into the joy

of his Lord, without one ftruggle or groan, in the fifty-fixth

year of his age.

'* And here I break off my mournful ftory ; but on my
bleeding heart, the fair piclure of his heavenly excellencies

will be for ever drawn. When I call to mind bis ardent

zeal, his laborious endeavours to feek and fave the loft, his

diligence in the employment of his time, his Chrift-like

condefcenfion toward me, and his uninterrupted converfe

with heaven : I may well be allowed to add, my lofs is beyond

the power of words to paint. I have often gone through

deep waters ; but all my afflictions were nothing to this.

Well: I want no -pleafant profpeft but upwards; nor any

thing whereon to fix my hope, but immortality.

" From the time I have had the happinefs and honour of

being with him, every day more and more convinced me,

he was the chriftian. I faw, I loved in him, the image of

my Saviour, and thought myfelf the happieft of women, in

the poffeflion of the moft fympatbizing and heavenly friend.

My forrow bears a due proportion. But it is alleviated by

that thought, United in GOD toe cannot be divided. No :

we are of one houfhold ftill : we are joined in him as our

center; of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is

named.



THE REVEREND JOHN FLETCHER,

named. It is faid of New Tefhrnent believers, they are come

to thefpirits ofjuft men made perfeel : to the glorious pri-

vilege of communion with the church triumphant. But this

is far more apparent to the eyes of celeftial fpirits, than to

ours, which are yet veiled with flefh and blood. Yet as

there is joy in heaven over one finner that repenteth, and

as the prayers of faints ftiil on earth are ' represented by in-

cenfe in the hands of the elders, I can only confider depart-

ed fpirits, and miniftering angels, as one innumerable com-

pany, continually furrounding us. And are they not as

nearly united to their fellow-foldiers now, as when they

were in the body ? What mould hinder ? Gratitude and

afFeclion are natives ot heaven, and live for ever there.

Forgetfulnefs is a property of mortality, and drops off with

the body. Therefore they that loved us in the Lord, will

furely love us for ever : can any thing material interrupt the

light or prefence of a fpirit ? Nay,

Walls within walls no more the paiTage bar

Than unoppofing fpace of liquid air.

" On the 17th, his remains were depofited in Madelm
church-yard, amidit the tears and lamentations of thoufands.

The fervice was performed by the Rev. Mr. Haiton, re&or

of Waters-Upton, whom GOD enabled to fpeak in a pathetic

manner to the weeping flock. In the conclufion, at my re-

queft, he read the following paper ;

" As it was the defire of my beloved hufband to be bu-

ried in this plain manner, fo out of tendernefs, he begged,

that I might not be prefent. And in every thing I would

obey him.
u Permit me then, by the mouth of a friend, to bear an

open teftimony, to the glory of GOD, that I who have

known him in the mod perfeel: manner, am conftrained to

declare, that I never knew any one walk fo clofely in the

ways of GOD as he did. The Lord gave him a confid-

ence tender as the apple of an eye. And he literally prefer-

red the interelt of every one to his own.
« He
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" He was rigidly juft, and perfectly loofe from attache

merit to the world. He ihared his all with the poor, wh
lay fo clofe to his heart* that at the approach of death, when
he could not fpeak without difficulty, he cried out " 0 my
poor I What will become of my poor?" He was bleft with

fo great a degree of humility, as is fcarce to be found. I

am witnefs how often he has rejoiced, in being treated with

contempt. Indeed it feerned the very food of his foul, to be

little and unknown.
" His zeal for fouls I need not tell you. Let the la-

bours of twenty-five years, and a martyr's death in the con*

clufiOn, imprint it on your hearts. His diligent vifiting of

the Tick occafioned the fever, which by GOD's commiffion

tore him from you and me. And his vehement defire to

take his lafl leave of you with dying lips and hands, gave

(it is fuppofed) the finifliing ftroke, by preparing his blood

for putrefaction. Thus has he lived and died your fervant*

And will any of you refufe to meet him at GOD's right-

hand in that day ?

" He walked with death always in fight. About two

months ago, he came to me and laid, " My dear love, I

know not how it is, but I have a flrange impreffion, death

is near us, as if it were to be fome fudden ftroke upon one

of us. And it draws out all my foul in prayer, that we may

be ready." He then broke out, " Lord, prepare the foul

thou wilt call ! And O ! (land by the poor difconfolate one

that mall be left behind!"

*' A few days before his departure, he was filled with

love in an uncommon manner. The fame he teitified as

long as he had a voice, and continued to the end, by a

molt lamb-like patience, in which he fmiled over death, and

fet his laft feal to the glorious truths he had fo long preach-

ed among you.

" Three years, nine months and two days, I have pof-

feffed my heavenly-minded hufband. But now the fun of

my earthly joy is fet for ever, and my foul filled with an an-

guifh, which only finds its confolation, in a total refigna-

tion to the will of GOD. When I was alking the Lord,

if
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if he pleafed to fpare him to me a little longer* the fol-

lowing promife was impreft on my mind, where I am, there

Jhall my fervants be> that they may behold my glory ! Lord,

hallen the time !"

18. There is little need of adding any farther character

of this man of GOD, to the foregoing account, given by

one who wrote out of the fulnefs of her heart. I would

only obferve, that for many years I defpaired of finding

any inhabitant of Great Britain, that could ftand in any

degree of comparifon with Gregory Lopez, or Monfieur de

Renty. But let any impartial perfon judge, if Mr. Fletcher

was at all inferior to them. Did he not experience as deep

communion with GOD, and as high a meafure ot inward

holinefs, as was experienced by either one or the other of

thofe burning and mining lights! And it is certain, his

outward light fhone before men, with full as bright a luf-

tre as theirs. But if any would draw a parallel between

them, there are two circumftances which mould be well

obferved. One is, we are not allured that the writers of

their lives did not extenuate, if not fupprefs their faults.

And fome faults we are allured there were, namely, fome

touches of fuperftition, and fome of idolatry, as the wor-

fhip of images, angels and faints, the virgin Mary in parti-

cular. But I have not fuppreffed, or even extenuated any

thing in Mr. Fletch r's life. Indeed I know nothing that

needed to be extenuated, much lefs to be fuppreffed. A fe-

cond circumftance is, that the writers of their lives, could

not have fo full a knowledge of them, as I, and much more

Mrs. Fletcher had; being eye and ear-witnelTes of his whole

conduct. Confequently we knew that his life was not fulli-

ed with any taint of idolatry or fuperflition. I was inti-

mately acquainted with him for thirty years. I converfed

with him morning, noon and night, without the leaft re-

ferve, during a journey of many hundred miles. And in

all that time, I never heard him fpeak an improper word,

or faw him do an improper action. To conclude. With-
in fourfcore years, I have known many excellent men, ho-

ly in heart and life. But one equal to him I have not

Vol. II. 4 A known;
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known; one fo uniformly and deeply devoted to GOD.
So unblameable a man in every refpeft, I have not found
either in Europe or America. Nor do I expect to find ano-
ther fuch on this fide eternity.

Yet it is pofllble we may be fuch as he was. Let us

then endeavour to follow him as he followed Chrift.

His EPITAPH.

Here lies the body of

The Rev. John William de la Flechere,
Vicar of Madeley,

Who was born at Nyon, in Switzerland,

September 12th, 1729,

And finifhed his courfe, Auguft 14th, 1785,

In this Village;

Where his unexampled Labours

Will never be forgotten.

He exercifed his Miniftry for the fpace of

Twenty-five Years

In this Parifh,

With uncommon Zeal and Ability.

But though many believed his report,

Yet he might with juftice have adopted

The Lamentation of the Prophet,
a All the Day long have 1 ftretched out my hands

Unto a difobedient and gainfaying People:

Yet furely my Judgment is with the Lord,

And my Work with my GOD."
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AN ACCOUNT

Of the mojl remarkable Occurrences, of the Life of

JOSEPH EVERETT.

[_In a Letter to Bifhop Anbury.]

(Ccntinued from page 511.)

THIS glorious change was wrought in my foul on the

thirteenth of June, in the year ot our Lord 1763, on

a precious fabbath-day, about ten or eleven o'clock. I con-

tinued in this fweet frame of fpirit for fome time ; I felt no

temptations nor trials ; all was a fweet, divine calm. The
world was dead to me and I was dead to it. I felt no

wrong tempers in my heart, and fo fimple was I, that I

thought verily there was no fin in my foul ; and hoped to

continue in that happy ftate to all eternity—But alas! in a

Ihort time, I found to the contrary. The enemy of my foul

began to work on the unrenewed part ot my nature ; and

I felt pride, felf-will and anger, which did not diiirefs me
as it ought to do ; and the reafon why it did not, was this :

The. mmifters that preached to us, told us, it was

our privilege to know our fins forgiven ; but that it was

impoiTible to live without fin, till death feparated foul and

body. And that all we could poflibly do was to ftrive

againft it, and not give way
;
and, that in the article of death

it would be done away, and not before. They faid like-

wife, that many of the moil eminent faints of GOD did fin,

and vet continued in the favour of the Lord—(to wit,) David

in the matter of Uriah ; that in the very aft of adultery and

murder he was a favourite of heaven. And that Paul was

a good Chriftian, when crying out, 46
I am a carnal foul un-

der fin."

Now the preaching of this kind of do£lrine, which they

attempted to prove by fcripture, and I believed to be true,

had a bad effe& ; in/lead of prefTing me forward to the en-

tire
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tire deftruclion of the body of fin and death, it caufed me
to reft and feed thefe brats of hell. And made me con-

clude, that if all the faints of both the Old and New Tefta-

ment, did and mud live in fin ; therefore I muft live in fin.

too. Thus I went on, deceived by fuch doctrine, till I loft

the feed, the love of GOD, out of my foul ; and was redu-

ced to a lifelefs form of godlinefs • till the power of it was

as entirely gone as if I never had received it. Thus I tear

thoufands are deceived, tili they drop down to hell.

I had told my experience to fome of the brethren, they

approved of it, and I concluded all to be well. I itill hoped

myfelf to be in the way to happinefs. At this fatan was

well pleafed, who was going about feeking to devour. But

whom was he feeking to devour ? Not the carnally fecure
;

for they are devoured already. But thofe who through

grace had broken the fnare and made their efcape. At laft

the devil found a fcheme that effectually anfwered his pur-

pofe, he baited his hook and after fome time I fwallowed it.

I went to hear preaching as ufual, but my confcience
,

reproached me, and told me I was a hypocrite. I prayed

in my family, but no life—my vifits to my clofet were fbort,

and very feldom ; and withal uncomfortable.—I would

talk about religion, but my heart was after my idols. In

plain truth, I lived in fuch a manner as I (nought it impof-

fible for a Chriftian to live—though my principle was, that

there was no falling from juftifying grace. And indeed it

was impoffible for me to fall, for I had fhamefuily fallen

already.

The brethren began to look very coldly at me, and ma-

ny I believe were much grieved, and were very forry for

me, and thought that I was [alien ; but hoped that 1 mould

rife again ; which they doubted not but I mould, if ever

I had been converted. For that is the criterion by which

they judge. But they feeing no amendment, nor I driving

for any, but growing worfe and worfe
;

they difowned me ;

and I never went to meeting, perhaps for months together.

So that thofe very people began to fpeak evil of me, and fay

that 1 had never been converted—but the Lord knows bet-

ter,
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ter, for their eyes were blinded by FalTe doctrine ; and they

were ignorant that the word of GOD was fulfilled in me,

as fpoken by the apoftle Peter, in his fecond epiftle, firft:

chapter, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9th verfes. And ray proud heart

could not bear to be (lighted by them ; for I well knew, from

my intimate acquaintance with them, that not one in forty

of them had ever experienced the pardoning love of GOD.
And when I told them, what the Lord had done for my foul,

they knew nothing of fuch an experience.

Thus I went on to pleafe my mafter, the devil ; whofe

fervant I was. But my life was a burthen to me. As the

fervice of GOD is perfect freedom, fo the work of the de-

vil is the moft fervile drudaery. And thus faith the evan-

gelilf, St. Luke, on a like occafion. While thefiring man

armed keeps his palace, his goo-h are in peace. ; kul when a

Jironger than he comes upon htm, hetakis away his armour, altd

Jpoils his goods. So the unclean fpirit had been driven out

ol my heart, and had been walking in dry places feeking reft,

but finding none ; was now taking poiTeilion of his old ha-

bitation again. I was beginning to contract a relifli for car-

nal and forbidden pleafures ; and believing the impoffibility of

falling from grace, which is a grand delufion ; he found the

houie empty of all good defires
;
fwept by unbelief, and gar-

nifhed with delufion; and he look up his abode there again, for

near feventeen years ; with not only feven other fpirits more
wicked than himfelf, but, for aught I know, feventy times

ieven. For I was a worfe (inner by a thoufand times, than

ever I was before I profeft religion. And I am bold to fay,

that the apoftate and the backflider, are more like that grand

apoftate the devil, than any other creatures out of hell. And I

believe, if there are different apartments in the bottomlefs

lake, they will be fure of the worft. They will not get even

a fight of the common damned
;
they will fink fo far beneath

them.

My confeience giving me no ref}, I be
r̂

an to afiociaie

with the wicked, the children of the devil ; for I wanted

to ffiil the clamours of an abufed, angry confeience. And
I exactly took :he method which Cain did to ftifle his. He

by



^58 THE EXPERI EN&E OF JOSEPH EVERETT.

by the noife of axes and hammers, in building cities *

I by the hurry of bufinefs and the clafh of wicked com-

pany : and often by drinking ; and fo on from one thing

to another, till I could fin with the vileft.

Methinks I can compare a Tinner departing from GOD, to

the dropping of a ftone from the top of an high mountain. On-
ly let the ftone go out of your hand, and it will not flop till

it gets to the bottom, if there is nothing in the way. So is

the foul when it begins to depart from the Lord. But the

flone as it defcends will go fwifter and fwifter ; fo the foul^

the farther it withdraws from GOD, with the greater eafe

it can fin ; till it can fin with as much freedom and as little

remorfe as a devil. And if it is not flopped by the free pre-

venting grace of GOP, it will not flop till it reaches the

bottom of hell,

I continued in this wretched ftate till the commencement

of the war between Great Britain and America ; and then

became a warm whig—infomuch rhat I repaired to the muf-

ter-field to learn the ufe of arms, ; then turned out, with ma-

ny others of the fame difpofition, a volunteer. We took

our march to the place of a&ion ; where I conduced myfelf

in fuch a manner, as gained the efteern of all my acquaint-

ance. When I had a&ed my part at camp, I returned home

to my friends in good credit, and was well received by them.

0 what lengths will pride, or what the blind world calls

honour, carry a perfon to !

1 was well fatisfied while I was in the army, that I was

not prepared for death. Yet fure I am, that before I would

have fled from the place of action or danger, without orders,

I would have dropped dead on the fpot
;
though my foul muft

be loft for ever.

By this time fome of my acquaintance had procured me

a commiflion in the militia. And I went conftantly every

mufter-day, till about February, in the year 1778. When I

returned from the camp, there was a people called Metho-

difts had come into the neighbourhood where I lived, and

were preaching and telling the people, that every body might

be favcd ; which was a doctrine that I did not approve of,

and
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and I was determined to oppofe them. For I had not the

leaft diftant thought that they were fent of GOD ; but

thought it was right to oppofe them : which rendered what

I did pardonable. This is what the apoftle St. Paul alludes

to, when he fays, Hefound mercy becaufe he did it ignorant-

ly\ in unbelief. Indeed, I went to hear one preach whofe

name was R. W. feme time before, but to no purpofe, be-

caufe I did not quit my fin
;
though I know that I felt a

meafure of power. Thus the preaching of the gofpel to

thoufands, is like fowing feed on the Way-fide. I flill con-

tinued to perfecute them 2t all times, when opportunity of-

fered ; but like all the reft of the devil's children, always

behind their backs, or at a diftance. As 1 have frequently

feen fince, our greatefl enemies are thofe who will not hear

us ; and it at any time they do come out, they pay fo littl#

attention to what they hear, and run away with a fentence

here and there, that they fill the hearts of the people with

prejudice. Thus the word becomes a favour of death unto

death. I think that prejudice is one of the firfl-born oi hell.

It was grace, mere grace that prevented my eternal ruin.

In this way I went on, from the time I leu the camp till

the fpring of 1778. I went one evening to a neighbour's

houfe, to hear one exhort ; but got no profit by going : the

reafon was, becaufe I was prejudiced againft the fpeaker,

and filled with unbelief. 1 did not like to hear the people

make fuch a noife, though I liked a noife in the tavern well

enough. I left the place, and (poke evil of the preacher.

All this time there was the greateft intimacy between me
and the enemies of the Lord ; till about the 14th of March,

I went to one of the neighbour's on fome bufinefs ; the

woman of the houfe told me there was to be preaching at

Mr. White's that evening, and afked me if I would not go
;

I told her I thought not, for I did not like them. She knew
that I did not, but continued to perfuade me until I went
away. On my going home, I found two men there who
werejuft fetting off to the meeting; I told them if thev would
ftop until I got ready, I would go with them. They did,

and I fet off with them, without inquiring why or for what

I went
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I went—fo mvfterious are the works of Divine Providence,

whofe footfteps are in the deep. When I came there the

congregation was coining ; and at early candle-light who
mould come down to preach, but you ; it was the firft time

I ever faw you. After finging a hymn and prayer, you ex-

pounded part of the fecond chapter of Judges, to which I

gave the ftri&eft attention. After the meeting was ended,

and I was going home, fome of the Methodifts afked me
how I liked what I had heard. I told them I found no fault

with it. They feemed to be glad. The expofmon had not

the leaft tendency to difpleafe, for it was explained in a

practical and not in a do6t.rinal manner : and there was no

fault to be found, uniefs I rejected it becaufe it was deliver-

ed by a Meihodift-preacher ; which is too much the cafe in

this polite age, efpecially among the rich and the great, the

honourable children of the devil.

From my own experience, I fee that to preach principles

is not attended with falutary effecls on the hearts of the peo-

ple : becaufe principles and religion are two things. For,

pofitive I am, that a man may have a well-digefled fyftera

of principles, and not be acquainted with religion ; for prin-

ciples may be learned, as a fchool-boy learns arithmetic or

the mathematics ; but religion is the love of COD lhed a-

broad in the heart by the Holy Ghoft.

I do not remember that any particular part of the dif-

courf(S had any alarming power on my confeience, at that

time; but this I well know, that prejudice fubfided, and

from that evening a way was made for convi&ion. Before

this, I had no power to pray ; after this, I found power to

pray: before this, I could not attend to the concerns of

ray foul ; after this, I had power. I had not bowed my
knees in private for twelve or fourteen years, but I obtain-

ed liberty after this.

I compare the human foul fometimes to a caftle that we

cannot get in or out of, without a key. Let the key be

loft, the door mull continue (hut. This had been the cafe

with me. I once had the key, but the devil had got it

from me. The Son of GOD fays, «« Without me, ye can

nothing ;
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nothing; and this is the cafe with thoufands : the Lord

offers the power, the key to all; fonie accept of it and ufe

it, and thereby lave their fouls; others receive it tor a

while, and afterward neglect to ufe it, and it is taken from

them. While the greater! part of mankind, for the love of

riches, honours and pleafures, pay no attention to the things

that belong to their peace ; and like the unbelieving jews,

everlaftingly perifh.

I now felt the evident returns of GOD's grace and power

to revifit my foul, which had been fo long dead and barren.

This was like the return of the cheering fpring after a long

and tedious winter. I likewife obferved the devil to oppole

the Spirit of GOD, who by his grace was, as it were, brood-

ing over the dark abyfs of my foul. I did not feel it as a

fpirit of peace and confolation, but as a fpirit of conviction ;

to enlighten and empower me to ufe every means and method

to fave my foul.

I began now to be weary of keeping evil company. Mi-

litary affairs began to fink in my eneem. I faw the neceili-

ty of ufing private prayer, and that with fervour ; of read-

ing the Bible, and meditation.

By this time, the eyes of the people began to be upon

me. They faw an alteration in my behaviour. I had loft

the martial fpirit ; and in fome degree I had got the fpirit of

humility. This the devil could not put up with. He began

to roufe his forces, to enquire into the caufe of this mighty

change.

Thofe that ufed to be my only companions, now flood

aloof and looked very coolly at me ;—and 1 in my turn

paid as little regard to what they faid or did. They knew
me too well to carry matters too far; for I was as ready to

vindicate my proceedings as they were to condemn. The Ivle-

thodifts likewife had their eves on me ; and I doubt not

but for good. They obferved fome alteration in my exter-

nal conduct ; and efpecially my much refpected friend E. W.
took particular notice of me, and being a perfon of under-

ftanding as well as piety, guefl at the caufe, and ufed every

prudential means to render the conviction effectual, He ue-

Vol.IL 4 B quemly
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quently afkcd me home with him from places of preaching ;

to converfe on the f«bje£i of Methodifm. For he well knew
that 1 was calviniftic in principles ; and that thofe princi-

ples were deflruclive in their tendency to religion : which

1 never had feen. For which reafon he ufed to furnilh me
with Mr. (Ve/Iey's and Fhtchers writings, to difcover

to me the difference between Calvinifm and Methodifm.

And I doubt not but his pious endeavour had its defired

effecl. For he did it with fuch prudence and caution, that

he entirely prevented the leaft prejudice ; and made way

lor liberal principles to take place.

I remember to have heard him fay thefe words at a cer-

tain time, that " if Chrifl died for all the world, all the world

was falvablc ; and they that were loft, were loft by their

own fault :" which gave me more infight into the fcheme of

redemption than ever I got before, by all the reading, preach-

ing and converfation that I had pra&ifed* But I had not yet

obtained the one thing I wanted; the pardoning love of

GOD. Yet through grace I was determined to have it, or

die in the attempt.

I now found my former experience to be ufeful t*o me ;

and I well knew, if ever I was taken into the favour

of GOD, which way it muff come. Methinks it was made

known to me, that if I did not improve that prefent feafon of

grace, that the Lord would caft me off for ever. This flruck

me deep. My black ingratitude to an indulgent benefaclor

made me afhamed. I think I was every day more and

inore engaged with the Lord to fave my foul ; and I found

the devil as much engaged to prevent my falvation. Often

In retiring to private devotion, I have felt the fpirit of the

devil in my very flefh, if riving to make me afhamed of thofe

duties, in which I was feeking the Lord. It feems as if

I have heard the foul fiend fay
—" What ! you are at pray-

ers again, are you? you had better quit, for after a while

you will tire and leave off as you did before."—Thus I had

fears within, and fightings without : for by this time I waa

a bye-word. However, I paid very little regard to thefe

things

;
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things ;
knowing by fcripture as well as by paft experience,

that they who will live godly in Chrift Jems fhall fuffer

perfecution.

[Continued at page 60 1 .]

An extracl of a Idler from Philip Bruce, elder of the

Methodifl Epifcpal church, to Biflwp Coke, dated Portf-

mouth, Virginia, March 25, 1788.

Reverend and very dear Sir,

V I "US with pleafure I take my pen to write, to you, bro-

il ther, an account of GOD's gracious dealings with us

in thefe parts of the Lord's vineyard; for certainly the work

has been extraordinary : vaft numbers flocking into the

fold of Chrift from every quarter. In many places in this

circuit, as foon as the preacher begins to fpeak, the power

of GOD appears to be prefent; which is attended With

trembling among the people, and falling down; fome lie

void of motion or breath, others are in ftrong convulfions:

arid thus they continue, till the Lord raifes them up, which

is attended with emotions of joy and rapture. When one

gets happv, it fpreads like a flame: fo that one after another,

they anfe to join in the pralfes of their loving Redeemer.

But the greater! work in many parts of this circuit is

among the blacks. In fome places it feems as if they would

all turn unto the Lord. The following is only a fpecimen.

A- few nights paft we held a night-meenng for the negiocs

in the ljk of Wi^ht county. Soon after preaching began,

there arofe a cry among the poor flaves (of which there was

a great number prefent) which in a fliort time drowned the

preaching : a number was on the floor crying for mercy,

but foon one and another arofe praifing GOD. Thofe who
were happy, would furround thofe who were carelefs, with

fuch alarming exhortations, as appeared fufneient to foften

the hardeft hearts. „ If they could get them to hang down
their heads, they would begin 10 Ihout and praife GOD,

and
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and the others would foon begin to tremble and fink. I

faw a number (fome who at firft appeared to be molt ftub-

born) brought to the floor, and there lie crying till molt, of

them go* happy. But the converfion of the poor blacks

gives huge offence to the rich and great. I fuppofe if they

dared, they would tear us in pieces: but through the grace

of GOD, we regard them not, and had rather offend one

half of the world to faye the other, than let them all go

quietly to hell together. The work has been chiefly carried

on, by the inftrumentality of brother Jachfon, in this circuit.

But great as the work is with us, it lofes all report
;

the work above us is fo far fuperior to what it is here, ef-

pecially in Suffix and Brunfwick. Brother Cox informs

me, that between twelve and fifteen hundred whites have

been converted in his circuit, betides a great number of

blacks. Here liberty prevails. A friend informed me that

at the February court in Suffix, the MethbcHfts manumitted

above an hundred, at that one court.

Brother Eqfler informs me, that by the beft account he

can make, there have been two thoufand whites converted

in his circuit this paft year. The work has likewife fpread

verv confidcrablv in other circuits to the Southward and

Weftward. Great is the joy, great is the glory. Surely

Armrica will become the mart of nations for piety. I re-

main your affectionate brother in Ghrii?.

PHILIP BRUCF.

From Mifs E. R. to the Rev.
J. Weflcy.

Otley, May 23, 1774.

Rev. Sir,

^
i ""-HE character you recommend is truly amiable: may

JL GOD help me to follow Miranda up the fteep of

excellence!

On the Sunday morning you left us at Birftal, feveral

of us joined in befeeching GOD to make us all his own.

While
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While I was praying that the enemies I had feen that day,

might be feen no more for ever, the Lord applied fuch

promifes to my foul as encouraged me much. Yet I

hardly durft lay hold on ihem, unbelief ftriviag fo hard to

prevent my entering into reft: but the Lord continued fo

to blefs me, that at laft, I could not doubt : all I feared

was, lofing what I had received : which made me back-

ward in fpeaking of it. I thought I would wait and fee

how it would be with me by and by.

On my return to Otley, my foul was ft ill kept near to

GOD; but the enemy kept whifpering, " it will not be al-

ways fo; a few days hence thy inbred foes will again re-

turn ; thou wilt be brought from the fweet reft thou now
enjoyed, to thy former ftate." When thefe thoughts were

fuggefted, I flew to Jefus by prayer, who heard and help-

ed me. But ftill I did not fpeak of the great things GOD
had done for me, for fear I fhouJd not keep the blefling. But

all the week I lived as in the fuburbs of heaven : Jefus was

all in all to me! At laft, not being able to eat my morfel

alone any longer, on Sunday I told my band what GOD
had done for my foul. After this, I was tempted I had

done wrong; but on crying to Jefus, Satan was put beneath

my feet : and every time I have fmce declared the goodnefs

of GOD in this refpeft, he has fweetly fhined on me.

At prefent I feel I am nothing in myfelf; but Jefus feeds

me with his love from day to day. On this account I find

him very precious indeed; and to love him more and more

is all I want on earth.

Private prayer has been very fweet to me of late. I

find fuch a holy boldnefs, in telling Jefus my wants, as

tongue cannot exprefs. And though my wants are many,

my chief requeft is, to be filled with all the fulnefs of GOD.
O fir, how great is the blelfednefs of living by faith !

May I prove it more and more, till faith is fweetly loft in

fight! O what a field of trelh delights do I fee before me!

I am loft in wonder! They are all for me! Jefus, and all

he has, is mine! O bleffed portion! I have a goodly heri-

tage
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tage indeed ! May I prize it, and walk worthy of it all

ray days

!

I hope, dear fir, you will reprove and advife me as occa-

fion fhali require. In doing which you will greatly oblige

Your unworthy friend in the gofpel, E. R,

—,

—

^mmggamim 11

A Jhort account of the death of Mrs, Peck, of Enfkam ;

written by Mr. William Shepherd.

MRS. Peck was delivered on Wednefday laft of two

fine boys, who are likely to live. She remained to-

lerably well till Friday morning, when (he complained of a

pain in her bowels, Dr. Wall, of Oxfordy
was fent for,

who ufed every means in his power to fave her. But it

feems GOD had otherwife determined ; for a fcarlet fever

came on furioufly, attended with a putrid fore throat. Her

milk likewife was kept back, which fo affefted her head,

that it took away her fenfes, and threw her into a violent

agony, which continued, with very little intermiffion, till

twelve o'clock laft night, when GOD took her to himfelf f

She was able only to fpeak once, (after {he was feized

with the fever) when looking up to Mr. Peck, fhe faid, " I

am now going home!'' Her pain then coming on more vi-

olently, flie fpoke no more: but the fmiles on her counte-

nance, and the other motions which flie made, perfectly fa-

tistied all who were with her, that her mind was quite hap-

py in GOD. They all faid, they never found the power

of GOD fo fenfibly prefent, as while they were commend-

ing her foul to him, juft before fhe expired.

I have known her feveral years, and I cannot fay I ever

faw fuch a pattern of hofpitality. Her houfe and heart were

open to receive all who were travelling in the way to Sion.

But (he had a peculiar regard for all the meflengers of

GOD, particularly Mr. Wefley; and thought no expence or

labour great, if fhe could but make them comfortable in

themfelves, and help them forward in their Mailer's work.

By
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By her fudden and happy death, I feem to be more cruci-

fied to this vain and uncertain world; and more determined

to give myfelf up to the fervice of GOD; and thereby to

lay a good foundation againft the time to come, that (through

infinite mercy) I may lay hold on eternal life.

Oxford, Dec. 18, 1786.

w. s.

A Letterfrom Mr. Howell Harris, to a Friend.

Pembroke, Dec. 4, 1741.

Dear Brother,

I Hope that this will find you coming up out of the wil-

demefs, out of yourfelf, out of creatures, out of your

own will, and out of your own wifdorn, leaning on the Be-

loved. When we fall into nothing in ourfelves, we are found

in him ; when we ceafe from our own works, he begins to

work in us ; and when we deny our own wifdorn, and fee

it to be but folly, we mall have wifdorn from him. O may
we never reft till all the works of the devil are dcftroyed in

us ! Till we can fay, " The life that I now live in the flefli,

I live by the faith of the Son of GOD :" and can add, " It

is no longer I that live, but Chrift that liveth in me." Then,

and not till then, have we true reft to our fouls.

I hope you will ftill (hew your love to me, by pleading for

me at the throne of grace, that I may not flop fhort of any

privilege promifed in the gofpel : but that I may be the

fait of the earth ; have my converfation in heaven ; have

fellowship with the Father and the Son, and adorn the gof-

pel of GOD our Saviour in all things.

It is a common thing, I fee, to be an almoft Chriftian,

and to call every convi6tion, converfion
;
every little feel-

ing and change, faith ; and every forrow, evangelical repent-

ance. But indeed I fee the way very narrow, and fear

there are but few that find it. Thofe that have once really

known our dear Lord, cannot eafily reft without daily and

hourly
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hourly feeding on him. Indeed he is to fuch as know him,

in all his offices, names and relations (through the dif-

covery of the Holy Ghoft) a pearl of great price
;

truly

precious and altogether lovely. They defire him
; they feed

on him, talk of him, and live to him ; and become more

and more like him : dying daily to all that is vifible ; and

living a life hid with Chrifl in GOD, till they know no

one after the flefli ; but feel an inward, fecret union, and

fpiritual fellowship, with all who know and love him.

Pray much then, that the fpirit and temper of our dear

Lord may be more regarded. Where his fpirit prevails,

there is meeknefs and love, humility and tendernefs for all

that belong to him. Indeed we cannot glorify GOD, but

while we walk in his Spirit ; nor can we fee, or hear, or feel

fpiritually, but in his Spirit ; and where his Spirit is, there

is liberty.

I hope that all among you forget the things behind : (I am
fure that difputing, evil-furmifing, and bigotry, are things

which are or ought to be left behind) and prefs forward to

thofe that are before. May you all feek for a faith which over-

comes the world, and lives upon Chrift ! If fatan is every

moment tempting, and if we continually ftand in need of

irefh fupplies, then we fliould every moment fee that the

eye of our faith be looking up to its author and finifher, till

we are all changed from glory to glory.

I am your affectionate Brother,

H. HARRIS.

POETRY.
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Poetry.

Birth-Day Reflections,

ONCE more return'd, I fee my natal day:

Think, O my foul ! how time has ftole away 5

As fvvift as fands run down the flipp'ry glafs,

So fwift our fleeting", fhort-liv'd moments pafs!

But canft thou think with pleafure now they're gone;,

On one good word or work thou e'er haft done ?

Say, can ft thou bear the retrofpe&ive view ?

Contented bid the time that's paft adieu?

Turn all the leaves ot facred confcience o'er;

Nor be afraid to fearch her hidden ftore?

But O, remember while you thus look back,

And life's review this hour begin to take;

That he, whofe eyes are as a flame of fire,

Has ever feen each thought and each defire ;

Each fecret purpofe conftantly furvey'd,

And every a&ion in his balance weigh'd.

With fober reafon from my early youth

I fought the path of virtue and of truth.

Unruly riot and tumultuous noife,

My foul difdain'd as low unmeaning joys.

Thefe were too grofs: in pleafures more renVd

I aim'd to 11 burnifh" and improve my mind.

The ferious book, or fweet melodious fong,

Or cheerful converfc, did the hours prolong

;

Or walks enchanting ftole the time away,

While fanning zephyrs cool'd the fultry day.

When hoary winter, with his (hiv'ring vice

And fnllen gloom, refum'd, in turn, his place,

Vol. II. 4 C Widi
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v With lively tales we made the ev'ning {mile,

Or harmlefs fports the tedious hours beguile:

And oft to gain inftru£lion, how to fhun

The wily arts of man's infidious tongue,

In well-wrought tragedy we law difplay'd

The mournful fcene of innocence betray 'd:

Or cruel monarchs thrown from empire down,

Whofe fell ambition had ufurp'd the crown.

Thus eighteen years had fmoothly roll'd around^

While what I fought, alas ! I had not found.

The folid happinefs, the blifs refin'd;

Fair peace ferene, which Heav'n for man defign'dj

Was quite a ftranger to my anxious heart:

J neither knew nor lov'd the better part.

No Wanton a6t. had ftain'd my virtuous life,

No dire revenge, no hate or envious ftrife.

Say then, ye moralifk! why mould I bear

The worm of confcience gnawing to defpair ?

I knew the caufe, though in your fchools untaught/

My GOD was not in all my wand'ring thought.

Confcience awaken'd, thus to reafon cry'd,

What is thy confidence ? thy virtuous pride ?

What is thy hope (when by almighty pow'r

Rais'd from the dead) of living evermore ?

Reafon alarm'd, trembling and pale, looks back,

To find what friends in virtue me can make.

Dreadful eternity extended lies,

And ftrips the foul of ev'ry fair difguife:

While confcience unrelenting ftill maintains

Her right to raife new fears, and caufe new pains.

What canft thou, feeble reafon, do ? me faid,

Thy hope is vanifh'd, and thy joy is fled,

Thou didfl prefume thyfelf th'unerring guide:

What paths of pure devotion haft thou try'd ?

Did pra) 'r begin each confecrated day ?

Has time on trifles ne'er been thrown away ?

And
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And didft thou earneftly and always drive

From every fin each facred hour to live ?

Cop) ing thy Saviour's pattern, mercy mow,
" Reprove thy friend, befriend thy greateft foe;

Teach grief .to fmile, and ignorance to know,"

Alas! faid reafon, faultering with a figh,

That I have fometimes err'd I can't deny;

Bu' I will hope, and lay afide my tear,

For GOD all mercy cannot be fevere.

Confcience reply *d, that hope is falfe and vain,

And like the firll will quickly end in pain.

T'l.ak'lt thou one attribute alone mall mine ?

Does only mercy prove our GOD divine ?

j iitice and mercy both to him belong,

But injur'd juftice cries aloud for wrong.

Deprav'd, corrupted totally thou art,

Depriv'd of ev'ry good in ev'ry part

!

Forbear, vain reafon, then; attempt no more

To boaft of wifdom, goodnefs, or of pow'r:

Thy goodnefs like the morning-cloud is gone,

Or early dew dry'd by the radiant fun.

How wilt thou then appear, what refuge fee ?

For Ttkei mutt, alas! be wrote on thee.

Defpair then fadly prefs'd my finking mind,

Which peace or pleafure now in nought could find.

Nor fprightly dance, nor foft fymphonious ftrain,.

Nor books, nor focial converfe eas'd my pain:

Till pure Religion came, with looks divine,

With promis'd glory, and with grace benign.

Ilium a by her, a ray of heavenly light

Broke in upon my foul's enraptur'd fight:

Then lively Hope ftretch'd forth her golden wing,

And Faith triumphant fweetly learn'd to fing.

Divinely taught, I chofe my favourite feat,

The polls ot fair angelic wifdom's gate.

No longer dazzled, and milled by fhow,

With fcorn I view'd the pomp of ail below;
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Refolv'd to live as righteous men have dy'd,

And nothing know but Jefus crucify'd.

Walking ferene in wifdom's pleafant ways,

(Whole flow'ry paths are peace and pleafantnefs)

The joys of perfect faints I long'd to fee,

And drop the load of frail mortality.

But, oh ! not fo ! the Saviour did ordain

" To fuffer firft, and then with him to reign.'
9

Thy will be done, thy forrows let me fhare,

And after thee the erofs in filence bear;

Since in thy life I can the path defcry.

That leads to glorious immortality.

Such were my breathings in the folemn hour,

When firft fweet mercy fhed the kindly fhow'r

Of peace and love from yon divine abode,

And in my heart reveal'd the Tri-une GOD:
Such ardent, conftant love, I wifh to feel,

While humbly through this vale of tears I fteal.

O Thou ! to whom my fecret thoughts are known,,

Who feeft my tears, and hear'ft my inward groan,

Attend my fervent, earneft, humble pray'r;

Though mod unworthy, make me, Lord, thy care;

Prom all extremes, O keep me near to thee,

Alike from fin and fuperftition free.

Ne'er let me, Lord! thy tender Spirit grieve.

By wand'ring from thee while on earth I live.

Still, by thy word, direel me in the road,

Let ev'ry Birth-day find me nearer GOD;
Thus lowly may I live, and blefled die,

And after death no ftone tell where I lie*

THE
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PREDESTINATION CALMLY CONSIDERED.

[By John Wesley, M.A.]

[Concluded from page 529.]

AGAIN. They had tqfted of the heavenly gift (em-

phatically fo called) and were made partakers of the

Holy Ghojl. So St. Peter likewife couples them together,

A£h ii. 38. Re baptizedf)r the remiffion offins, andyefkall

receive 4he gift of the Holy Ghofl. Whereby the love of

GOD was Ihed abroad in their hearts, with all the other

fruits of the Spirit.

The expreflion they had tafted of the heavenly gift, is

taken from the pfalmift, Tafle andfee that the Lord is good.

As if he had faid, Be ye as allured of his love, as of any

thing you fee with your eyes. And let the affurance there-

of be fweet to your foul, as honey is to your tongue.

" But this means only, they had fome notions of remit
*' fion of fins and heaven, and fome defires after them.

" And they had received the extraordinary gifts of the Holy
" Ghofl." This you affirm; but without any colour of

proof.

It remains, that thofe who fee the light of the glory of

GOD, in the face of Jefus Chrift, and who have been

made partakers of the Holy Ghoft, of the witnefs and the

fruits

\
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fruits of the Spirit, may neverthelefs fo fall from GOD,
as to perifh everlaftingly.

LXXVI. Seventhly, Thofe who live by faith, may yet

fall from GOD, and perifh everlaftingly.

For thus faith the apoftle. The jijl Jhall live by faith;

but if any man draiu back, my foulJhall have no pi fun in

him, Heb. x. 38. The jufl (the jullified perfon, of whom
only this can be faid) Jhall live by faith ; even now {hall

live the life which is hid with Chrift in GOD ; sfiad if he

endures unto the end, {hall live with GOD for ever. But

if any man draw back, faith the Lord, my foulJhall liave no

pleafure in him ; that is, I will utterly call him off : and,

accordingly, the drawing back here fpoken of, is termed

in the verfe immediately following, drawing back to per-

dition.

" But the perfon fuppofed to draw back, is not the fame

" with him that is faid to live b) faith."

I anfwer, 1. Who is it then ? Can any man draw back

from faith who never came to it ? But

2. Had the text been fairly tranflated, there had been no

pretence for this objection. For the original runs thus :

eO h'Kociag Ik 7ri'ri&>s Z^crnoci" Kctt zeiv V7ro?ttXv}TXi If 'o hxectag the

jtift man that lives by faith (fo the exprefTion neeeffarily im-

plies, there being no other nominative to the verb) draw back,

my foul Jhall have no pleafure in him.

" But your tranflation too is inaccurate." Be pleafed

to fhew we wherein ?

" I grant he may draw back : and yet not draw back to

perdition." But then, it is not the drawing back which is

here fpoken of.

" However here is only a fuppofition, which proves no facl."

I obferve you take that as a general rule, fuppofitions prove

no facls. But this is not true. They do not always : but

many times they do. And whether they do or not in a par-

ticular text, muft be judged from the nature of the fuppofi-

tion, and from the preceding and following words.

f But the inferting any man in the text, is agreeable to

the grammatical conftruclion of thefe werds," This I to-

tally
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tally deny. There is no need of any fuch infertion. The

preceding nominative fuffices.

* But one that lives by faith, cannot draw back. For

whom hejujlified, them he alfo glorified"

This proves no more, than that all who are glorified, are

pardoned and fanftified firft.

" Nay, but St. Paul fays, ye are dead; and your life is

" hid with Chrijl in GOD. When Chrijl who is our life, Jhall

? appear , then Jhall ye alfo appear with him in glory"

Mofl fure, it you endure to the end. Whofoevtr believetk

in him to the end, Jhall never die.

LXXVII. " But, to come more home to the point. I

M
fay, this text is fo far fro^ militating againft perfeve-

" ranee, that it greatly eftablifhes it/'

You are very unhappy in your choice of texts to eftablifh

this doctrine. Two of thofe which eftablifli it, juft as this

does, we have feen already. Now pray let us hear, how
you prove perfeverance from this text.

" Very eafily. Here are two forts of perfons mention-
" ed ; he that lives by faith, and he that draws back to per-

" dition."

Nay, this is the very queftion. I do not allow that two

perfons are mentioned in the text. I have fhewn, it is one

and the fame perfon, who once lived by faith, and after-

wards draws back.

Yet thus much I allow : two forts of believers are in

the next verfe mentioned ; fome that draw back, and fome

that perfevere. And I allow, the apoftle adds, We are not cj

them who draw hack unto perdition, But what will you infer

from thence? This is fo far from contradicting what has been

obferved before, that it manifeftly confirms it. It is a fur-

ther proof, that there are thofe who draw back unto perditi-

on, although thefe were not of that number.

f I muft Hill aver, that the text is rightly tranflated
;

" which I prove thus:

" The original text, Hab. ii. 4. runs thus : Behold, hi;

"Joul which is lifted up, is not upright in him ; but the juft

"Jhall live by hisjaith*

" This
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M This the feventy render, E*v »w«a«t«, s* s^«x« „

sy «vr«* o Ss g* */<rg*s ^nnreit. Ifa man draw back;
M my foul hath no pleafure in him. But the juft Jhall live
u by myJaith, i. e. faith in me.

" Now here the man in the Former claufe who drazus
u back, is diftinguifhed from him in the following claufe,

* who lives by faith"
" But the apoftle quotes the text From this translation."

True ; but he does not " diftinguifti the man in the for-

*' mer claufe who draws back, from him in the latter who
" lives byfaith" So far from it, that he quite inverts the

order of the fentence, placing the latter claufe of it firft.

And by this means it comes to pafs, that although in tran da-

ting this text from the Septuagint, we muft infert a man

becaufe there is no nominative preceding
\ yet in tranflating

it from the apoftle, there is no need or pretence for inferting

it, feeing \ ^Uuitc, Hands juft before.

Therefore fuch an infertion is a palpable violence to the

text ; which confequently is not rightly tranflated.

It remains, that thofe who live by faith, may yet fall

from GOD, and perifh everlaftingly.

LXXVIII. Eighthly, thofe who are fanftified by the

blood of the covenant, may fo fall as to perilh everlaftingly.

For thus again faith the apoftle : If we fin wilfully, af-

ter we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth

nomorefacrificeforfins; but a certainfearfullookingfor ofjudg-

ment andfiery indignation, which Jhall devour the adverfaries.

He that defpifed Mofes's law, died without mercy under two or

three witnejfes. Ofhow muchforerpunifhmentfallhe be thought

worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of GOD, and

hath counted the blood of the covenant , wherewith he wasfane-

tifed, an unholy thing.

It is undeniably plain, I. That the perfon mentioned here,

was once fan&ified by the blood of the covenant : 2. That

he afterwards by known, wilful fin, trod under foot the Sort

of GOD : and, 3. That he hereby incurred a forer punifh-

ment than death, namely, death everlafting.

" Nay,-
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" the,, immediate antecedent to the -relative h?
%

is the

» Son pi GOD. Therefore it was he, not the apoftate, who

» was fan&iSed (fet apart for his prieflly office) by the blood

6 * of the covenant."

Either you forgot to look at the original, or your me-

mory fails. The Son of GOD is not the immediate antece-

dent to the relative he. The words run thus : Ofhow much

forer pumfliment fiall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden

under foot the So?i of GOD, xcci to at rex tjjs ttetQnzw r-oaov

9tfte#ftWii 5V a Kyia&r,. You fee Yiytrxptvosj notv/cj, istheimme-

uiate antecedent to the relative he. Consequently it is the

apoftate, not the Son of GOD, who is here faid to be

fanclified.

" If he was fanctified, yet this cannot be undeiuood of

" inward fanftification. Therefore it muft mean, either that

" he faid, he was fanctified
;

or, that he made an outward

" profeflion of religion."

Why cannot the word be underftood in its proper, natu-

ral fenfe, of inward fanctiftcation ?

" Becaufe that is by the Spirit of COD." From this

very confederation it appears, that this muft be underftood

of inward fanctiftcation : for the words immediately follow-

ing are, and hath done defpite unto the Spirit ofgrace, even

that grace, whereby he was onceJanclifed.

It remains, that thofe who are fanctified by the blood of

the covenant,
,
may yet perifh everlaftingly.

LXXIX. If you imagine thefe texts are not fufficient to

prove, that a true believer may finally fall, I will offer a few

more to your confideration, which I would beg you to weigh

Further at your leifure.

Matt. v. 13. Ye (Chriflians) are the fait of the earth. But

if the filt have lofl its favour, wherewith fudl it be falted?

It is thenceforth goodfor nothing, but to be cafi out, and to

'be trodden underfoot of men.

Chap. xii. 43, &c. When the uncleanfpirit is gone
r
out cf

* man (as he does out of every true believer) he walketh

through dry places f-eking refl, and fndeth none. Then he

faith, I will return—and he taketh with him feven etherfpi-

Vol. II. 4 D rid
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fits—and they enter in, and dwell there. And the lafl flafe

of that man is worfe than the firfl.

Chap. xxiv. 10, &c. And thenJkall many be offended—and
tin love (towards GOD and man) of many fiall wax cold.

But he thatfhall endure to the end, thefamefliall hefaved.

Ver. 45, &c. Who then is a faithful and wife fervant,

whom his Lord hath made ruler over his houPiold?—But if

that evil fervant (wife and faithful as he was once) fliall be-

gin to fmite his fellowfervants the Lord fhall cut him a-*

finder, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites, apo-

Hates, being no better than they.

Luke xxi. 34. Take heed to yourfelves (ye that believe)

kfi at any time your hearts be overcharged with cares of this

life, andfo that day come upon you unawares. Plainly im-

plying, that otherwife they would not be accounted werthy

to /land before the Son of man.

John v. 14. Sin no more, lefl a zoorfe thing (than any

temporal evil) come unto thee.

Chap. viii. 31, 32. Lfye continue in my word, then are ye

my difciples indeed. And ye fliall know the " truth, and the

truth fliall make you free.

1 Cor. ixi 27. 1 keep my body under—lefl by any means,

when I have preached to others, L myfelffnould be a cafl-azvay,

1 Cor. x. 3, &c. Ourfathers did all eat thefame fpiritual

?neat, and did all drink thefame fpiritual drink (for they drank

of that fpiritual rock thatfollowed them, and that rock was

Chrifl.J But with ?nany of them GOD was not well pleafed;

for they zoere overthrown in the wildernefs—Now thefe things

were our examples—Wherefore let him that thinketh he Jland~

eth, take heed lefl he fall.

2 Cor. vi. 1. We then, as workers together with him, be-

feech you, that ye receive not the grace of GOD in vain. But

this were impoffible, if none that ever had it could penfh.

Gal. v. 4. Ye are fallenfrom grace.

Chap. vi. 9. WeJhall reap, if wefaint not. Therefore

we (hall not reap, if we do.

Heb. iii. 14. We are made partakers of Chrifl, if we hold

the beginning of our confdencefledfaft unto the end.

2 Pet.
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2 Pet, iii. 17. Beware, left ye alfo being led away with the

,4-rror of the wicked, fallfrom your ownf.edfaftnefs.

2 John ver. 8. Look to yourfelves, that we, lofe not thofe

things which we have wrought.

Rev. iii. 11. Hold that fafl which thou haft, that no man

take thy crown. And to conclude,

So likewife fhall my heavenly Father do alfo unto you, ifye

fro'n your heartsforgive not every one his brother their tref-

pqjfes. Matt, xviii. 35. So ! How ? He will retract, the par-

don he had given, and deliver you to the tormentors.

LXXX. " Why then you make falvation conditional.

"

J m ke it neither conditional nor unconditional ? But I

declare juft what I find in the Bible, neither more nor lefs ;

namely, that it is bought for every child of man, and actual-

ly given to every one that believeth. If you call this con-

ditional falvation, GOD made it fo from the beginning of

the world : and he hath declared it fo to be, at fundry times,

and in divers manners : of old by Mofes and the prophets,

and in latter times by Chrift and his apoftles.

" Then I can never be faved ; for I can perform no

conditions ; for I can do nothing." No, nor I ; nor any

man under heaven,—without the grace of GOD. But

/ can do all things through Chriftflrengthening me. So can

you. So can every believer. And he has ftrengthened,

and will ftrengthen you more and more, if you do not wil-

fully refift, till you quench his Spirit.

LXXXI. " Nay, but GOD mnft work irrefflibly in me,

" or I (hall never be faved." Hold ! Confider that word.

You are again advancing a doctrine which has not one plain,

elear text to fupport it. I allow, GOD may poffibly, at

fome times, work irrefiftibly in fome fouls. I believe he

does. But can you infer from hence, that he always works

thus in all that are faved ? Alas, my brother, what kind of

conclufion is this ? And by what fcripture will you prove

it ? Where, I pray, is it written, that none are faved but

by irrefiftible grace ? By almighty grace, I grant
; by that

power alone, to which all things are pofiible. But fhew me
any
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any one plain fcripture for this, That " all favino- grace is

" irrefiftible."

LXXXII. But this doftrine is not only unfupported by
fcripture. It is flatly contrary thereto.

How will you reconcile it (to inftance in a very few)

with the following texts ?

Matt. xxii. 3, Sec. Hefent to call them, and they would
not come,

Mark vi. 5. He could do no mighty works there, becaufe

of their unbelief. Compare with Matt. xiii. 58.

Luke v. 17. There were Pharifees, and the power of the.

Lord was prefent to heal them. Neverthelefs they were not,

healed in facTt, as the words immediately following mew.
Luke vii. 29,. The Pharifees and lawyers rejecledthe coun*>

fel ofGOD, againjl them/elves.

Luke xiii. 54. 0 Jernfalem, Jerusalem, how often would

1 have gathered thy children, andye would not.

John vi. 63, 64. It is the Spirit that quickeneth ; the words

that I fpeak unto you, they are Spirit. But there are fome of
you that believe not. Therefore that Spirit did not work ir-

refiflibly,

Afts vii. £i. Ye do always rejifi the Holy Qhofl : as your,

fathers did, Jo do ye.

Chap. xiii. 46. Ye put itfrom you, andjudgeyourfIves

unworthy of everlafling life.

Heb. iii. 7, 8. To-day; if ye will hear his voice, harder,

not your hearts.

Ibid. ver. 12. Take heed, lef there be in any ofyou an evil

heart ofunbelief in departing from the living GOD.
Heb. r'u. 25. See, that ye refufc not him thatJpeaketh.

LXXXIII. I do but juft give you a fpecimen of the in-

numerable fcriptures which giight be produced on this head*

And why will you adhere to an opinion not only unfupported

by, but utterly contrary both to reafon and fcripture ? Be
pleafed to obferve here alfo, that you are not to confider the

docirine of inefn'lible grace by itfelf, any more than that of

unconditional election, or final perfeverance : but as it ftandj

in
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Jn connexion with unconditional reprobation, that mill-

ftone which hangs about the neck of your whole hypothefis.

Will you fay, " I adhere to it, becaufe of its ufefui-

" nefs." Wherein does that ufefulnefs lie ? " It exalts

" GOD, and debafes man." In what fenfe does it exalt

GOD ? GOD in himfeif is exalted above all praife. Your

meaning therefore I fuppofe is this : it difplays to others

how highly he is exalted, in juftice, mercy, and truth. But

the direct contrary of this has been fhewn at large : it lias

been (hewn by various confiderations, that GOD is not ex-

alted, but rather, dishonoured, and that in the higheli de-

gree, by fuppofing him to defpife the work of his own hands,

the far greater part of the fouls which he hath made. And as

to the debating c [ "an ; if you mean, " This opinion truly

humbles the men that hold it." I fear it does not ; I have

not perceived (and I have had large occaiions to make the

the trial) that ail, or even the generality ot t'l^m that hold

it, are more humble than otrier men. Neither, I think, will

you fay, that none are humble, who hold it not : fo that

it is neither a necejfary nor a certain means of humility.

And if it be fo fometimes, this only proves that GOD can

bring good out of evil.

LXXXIV. The truth is, neither this opinion nor that,

but the love of GOD humbles man, and that onlv. Let

but this be fhed abroad in his heart, and he abhors himfeif in

dull and afhes. As fopn as this enters into his foul, lowly

fhame covers his face. That thought, What is GOD ?

What hath he done for me ? is immediately followed by,

What am I ? And he knoweth not what to do, or where to

hide, or how to abafe himfeif enough, before the greai GOD
of love, of whom he now knoweth, that as his majefty is,

fo is his mercy. Let hrm who has felt this (whatever be his

opinion) fay, whether he could then take glory to himfeif ?

Whether he could afcribe to himfeif any part of his falvation,

or the glory of any good woid or thought ? Lean then, who
will, on that broken reed for humility : but let the love of

^OD humble my foul

!

LXXXV.



£§2 PREDESTINATION CALMLY CONSIDERED,

LXXXV. " Why, this is the very thing which recora-

F mends it. This doctrine makes men love GOD." I an-

fwer as before : accidentally it may ; becaufe GOD can draw-

good out of evil. But you will npt fay, all who hold it, love

GOD ; fo it is no certain means to that end. Nor will you

fay, that none love him who hold it not. Neither, there-

fore, is it a necejfary means. But indeed when you talk at

all of its " making men love GOD," you know not what

you do. You lead men into more danger than you are

aware of. You almoft unavoidably lead them imo rejling

on that opinion : you cut them off from a true dependence

on the Fountain of living waters, and flrengthen them in

hewing to themfelves broken cifterns, which can hold no

water.

LXXXVI. This is my grand objection to the doctrine

of reprobation, or (which is the fame) unconditional election.

That it is an error I know ; becaufe if this were true, the

whole fcripture muft be falfe. But it is not only for this,

becaufe it is an error, that I fo earneftly oppofe it, but be-

caufe it is an error of fo pernicious confequence to the fouls

of men ; becaufe it directly and naturally tends to hinder the

inward woik of GOD in every ftage of it.

LXXXVII. For inftance. Is a man carelefs and un-

concerned ? utterly dead in trefpafies and fins ? Exhort hini

then (fuppofe he is of your own opinion) to take fome care

of his immortal foul. M
I take care !" fays he, " What

I* fignifies my care ? Why, what mull be, mull be. If I

** am elect, I muft be faved ; and if I am not, I muft be

*' damned." And the reafoning is as juft and ftrong, as it

is obvious and natural. It avails not to fay, "men may abufe

" any doclrine." So they may. But this is not abvjing

yours. It is the plain, natural ufe of it. The premifes can-

not be denied (on your fcheme) : and the confequence is

equally clear and undeniable. Is he a little ferious and

thoughtful now and then, though generally cool and luke-

warm ? Prefs him then to ftir up the gift that is in him,

to work out his own falvation with fear and trembling. Alas!

fays he, what can I do ? You know man can do nothing.

If
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If you reply, but you don't defirt falvation : you are not

willing to be faved. It may be fb, fays he, but GOD
(hall make me willing in the day of his power. So waiting

for irrefiftible grace, he falls fafter afleep than ever. See

him again, when he thoroughly awakes out of fleep ; when

in fpite of his principles, fearfulnefs and trembling are come

upon him, and an horrible dread hath overwhelmed him.

How then will you comfort him that is well-nigh fwallow-

ed up of overmuch forrow ? If at all, by applying the pro-

mifes of GOD. But againft thefe he is fenced on every

fide. Thefe indeed, fays he, are great and precious pro-

mifes. But they belong to the elecl: only. Therefore they

are nothing to me. I am not of that number. And I ne-

ver can be: for his decree is unchangeable. Has he alrea-

dy tailed of the good word, and the powers of the world

to come ? Being juftifled by faith, hath he peace with

GOD ? Then fin hath no dominion over him. But by

and by, confidering he may fall foully indeed, but cannot

fall Jinally, he is not fo jealous over himfelf as he was at

firft; he grows a little and a little flacker, till e'er long he

falls again into the fin, from which he was clean efcaped.

As foon as you perceive he is entangled again and overcome,

you apply the fcriptures relating to that ftate. You conjure

him not to harden his heart any more, left his laft ftate be

worfe than the firft. " How can that be," fays he ? " Once
** in grace always in grace ; and I am fure I was in grace

" once. You (hall never tear away my fhield." So he

fins on, and fleeps on, till he awakes in hell.

LXXXV1I1. The obferving thefe melancholy examples

day by day ; this dreadful havoc, which the devil makes of

fouls, efpecially of thofe who had begun to run well, by

means of this antifcriptural doctrine, conftrains me to op-

pofe it from the fame principle, whereon I labour to fave

fouls from deftruftion. Nor is it fufficient to afk, are there

not alfo many who wreji the oppofite doclrine to their own
deftru&ion ? If there are, that is nothing to the point in

queftion : for that is not the cafe here. Here is no wrtjiing

at
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ct all: the doctrine of abfolute predeflination naturally leads

to the chambers of death.

Let an inftance of each kind be propofed, and the dif-

ference is fo broad, he that runneth may read it, I fay,

" Chrift died for all. He tafted death for every man, aud
" he willeth all men to be faved." " O," fays an hearer,

" then I can be faved, when I will; fo I may fafely fin a

V little longer." No, this is no confequence from what I

faid: the words are wrejled, to infer what does not follow.

You fay, " Chrift died only for the elect: and all thefe

V muft and fliall be faved." " O," fays an hearer, " then

«' if I am one of the elect, I muft and fhall be favedc

" Theretore I may fafely fin a little longer; for my falvation.

" cannot fail." Now this is a fair confequence from what

you faid: the words are not wrefted at all. No more is

inferred than what plainly and undeniably follows from the

premifes. And the very fame obfervation may be made, on

every article of that doctrine. Every branch of it, as well

as this (however the wifdom of GOD may fometimes draw

good out of it) has a natural, genuine tendency, without

anv wrefting, either to prevent or obftruct holinefs.

LXXXIX. Brethren, would ye lie for the caufe of

GOD ? I am perfuaded, ye would not. Think then, that

as ye are, fo am L 1 fpeak the truth, before GOD my
judge, not of thofe who were trained up therein, but of

thofe who were lately brought over to your opinion. Ma-

ny of thefe have I known, but I have not known one in

ten of all that number, in whom it did not fpeedily work

fome of the above-named effects, according to the fiate of

foul they were then in. And one only have I known among

them all, after the clofeft and moft impartial obfervation,

who did not evidently fhew, within one year, that his

heart was changed, not for the better, but the worfe.

XC. I know indeed, ye cannot eafily believe this. But

whether ye believe it or no, you believe, as well as I,

that ivithout holinefs, no man JJiall fee the Lord. May we

not then, at leaft, join in this, in declaring the nature of

inward holinefs, and to teftify to all the neceflity of it ?
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Xiay we not all thus far join, in tearing away the broken

reeds whereon fo many reft, without either inward or out-

ward holinefs, and which they idly trull will fupply its place?

As far as is polfible^ let us join in deftroying the works of

the devil, and in fetting up the kingdom of GOD upon

earth, in promoting righteoufnefs, peace, and joy in the Ho-

\y Ghoft.

Of whatever opinion or denomination we are, we muft

ferve either GOD or the devil. If we ferve GOD, our

agreement is far greater than our difference. Therefore, as

far as may be, fetting afide that difference, let us unite in

deftroying the works of the devil, in bringing all we can,

from the power of darknefs, into the kingdom of GOD's
dear Son. And let us afTift each other to value more and

more the glorious grace whereby we Hand, and daily to grow

in that grace and in the knowledge of our Lord Jefus

Chrift.

[End of Predestination calmly con/idered.1

SERMON XXIV.

On Revelation xxi. 5,

Behold, I make all things new*

HAT a ftrange fcene is here opened to out view-

ow remote from all our natural apprehenfions

!

Not a glimpfe of what is here revealed, was ever feen in the

heathen world. Not only the modern* barbarous, uncivili-

sed Heathens have not the leaft conception of it ; but it

was equally unknown to the refined, poliihed Heathens of

ancient Greece and Rome. And it is almoft as little thought

of or underftood, by the generality of Chriftians : I mean,

not barely thofe that are nominally fuch, that have tl>e form

Vol. II. 4 E of
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of godlinefs without the power : but even thofe that in a

meafure fear GOD, and ftudy to work righteoufnefs.

2. It mult be allowed, that after all the refearches we
can make, ftill our knowledge of the great truth, which is

delivered to us in thefe words, is exceedingly lhort and im-

perfect. As this is a point of mere revelation, beyond the

reach of all natural faculties, we cannot penetrate far into

it, nor form any adequate conception of it. But it may
be an encouragement to thofe wrho have in any degree tafted

of the powers of the world to come, to go as far as we can

go, interpreting fcripture by fcripture, according to the

analogy of faith.

3. The apoltle, caught up in the vifions of GOD, tells

us in the firft verfe of the chapter, / faw a mzv heaven and

a new earth : And adds, ver. ,5, He that fat upon the throne,

faid (I believe the only words which he is faid to utter

throughout the whole book,) Behold, I make all things new.

4. Very many commentators entertain a ftrange opinion,

that this relates only to the prefent ftate of things, and grave-

ly tell us, that the words are to be referred to the flouri fil-

ing ftate of the church, which commenced after the heathen

perfecutions. Nay, fome of them have difcovered, that all

which the apoftle fpeaks concerning the new heaven and the

new earth, was fulfilled when Conflantme the great poured in

riches and honours upon the Chilians. What a miferable

way is this of making void the counfel of GOD, with re-

gard to all that grand chain of events, in reference to his

church, yea, and to all mankind, from the time that John
was in Patmos, unto the end of the world ! Nay, the Iinp

oi this prophefy reaches farther ftill. It does not end with

the prefent world, but fhows us the things which will come

to pafs, when this world is no more.

,5. Thus faith the Creator and Governor of the Univerfe,

Behold, I make all things new : all which are included in that

expreftion of the apoftie, A new heaven, and a nezo earth.

A new heaven. The original word in Genefis (chap, i.) is

in the plural number. And indeed this is the conftant lan-

guage of fcripture ; not heaven, but heavens. According-
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ly the ancient Jewifh writers are accuftomed to reckon three

heavens. In conformity to which, the aooitle Paul fpeaks

of his being caught up into the third h'avea. It is this,

the third heaven, which is ufually fuppofed to be the more

immediate refidence of GOD : fo far as any refidence can

be afcribed to his omniprefent Spirit, who pervades and

fills the whole univerfe. It is here (if we fpeak after the

manner of men,) that the Lord fitteth upon his throne, fur-

rounded by angels and archangels, and by ail his flaming

mi aiders.

6. We cannot think, that this heaven will undergo any

change, any more than its great inhabitant. Surely this

palace of the Moft High was the fame from eternity, and

will be world without end. Only the inferior heavens are

liable to change ; the higheft of which we ufually call, The

Harry heavens. This, St. Puttr informs us, is referved unto

fire, againfl the day ofjudgment, and deflruclieri of ungodly

jftetfi In that day, being on fire, it (hail firft jlinvcl as a

parchmznt-fcroll : then it (hall be dijfolved, and jkatl pafs

away with a great noife : laftly, it mall flic from the fact cf

him that fitteth on the throne, and there jhall be jound no

place for it,

7. J\.t the fame time the pars fallfallfrom heaven, the

fecret chain being broken, which had retained them in their

feveral orbits from the foundation of the world. In the

mean while the lower, or fublunary heaven, with the elements

(or piinciples that compofe it) fiall melt with fervent heat,

while the earth with the works that are therein Jhall be burnt

up. This is the introduction to a far nobler flate of things,

fuch as it has not yet entered into the heart of men to con-

ceive : the univerfal reftoration which is to fucceed the uni-

verfal deitruction. For we look for, fays the apoftle, new

heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righttoufnef,

2 Pet. iii. 7, Sec.

8. One confiderable difference there will undoubtedly

be in the ftarry heaven, when it is created anew; there will

be no blazing ftars, no comets there. Whether thofe hor-

rid, eccentric orbs are half-formed planets hi a chaotic ftatc,

(I fpeak
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(I fpeak on the fuppofition of a plurality of Worlds) or fuch

as have undergone ' their general -conflagration, they will

certainly have no place in the new heaven, where all will

be ex^ct order and harmony. There may be many other

differences between the heaven that now is, and that which

will be after the renovation. But they are above our ap«

prehenfion: we muft leave eternity to explain them.

9. We may more e&fily conceive the changes which will

be wrought in the lower heaven, in the region of the air.

It will be no more torn by hurricanes, or agitated by fu-

rious florins or deftru£iive tempefls. Pernicious or terrify-

ing meteors will have no more place therein. We ihal^

have no more cccafton to lay,

" There like a trumpet, loud and ftrong.

Thy thunder makes our coafts:

Wr
hile the red lightnings wave along.

The banners of thy hoft!"

No: all will be then light, fair, ferene: a lively picture of

the eternal day.

10. All the elements (taking that word in the common,

fenfe, for the principles of which all natural beings are com-

pounded) will be new indeed
;

entirely changed as to their

qualities, although not as to their nature. Eire is at prefent

the general deftroyer of all things under the fun; diffolv-

ing all things that come within the fphere of its action, and

reducing them to their primitive atoms. But no fooner

will it have performed its lafl great office of deft toying the

heavens and the earth, (Whether you mean thereby one

fyftem only, or the whole fabric of the univerfe; the dif-

ference between one and millions of worlds being nothing

before the great Creator)—When I fay it has done this,

the deft ructions wrought by fire, will come to a perpetual

end. It will deftroy no more, it will confume no more;

it will forget its power to burn, which it polTelfes only du-

ring the prefent ftate of things, and be as harmlefs in the

new heavens and eatth, as it is now in the bodies of me?>

and
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and other animals, and in the fubftance of trees and flow-

ers : in all which (as late experiments (how) large quantities

of ethere-J fire are lodged : if it be not rather an effentiaf,

component part of every material being under the

But it will probably retain its vivifying power, though di-

verted of its power to deftroy.

11. It has been already obferved, that the calm, placid

air, will be no more difturbed by ftorms and tempefts. There

will be no more meteors, with their horrid glare, affright-

ing the poor children of men. May we not add (though at

rirft it may found like a paradox) that there will be no more

rain. It is obfervable, that there was none in Paradife : a

circumftance which Mofes particularly mentions, (Gen. ii.

ver. 5, 6.) The Lord GOD had not caufed it to rain upon

the earth. But there went up a mijlfrovi the earth, which

then covered up the abyfs of waters, and watered the whole

face of the ground, with moifiure fufficient for all the pur-

pofes of vegetation. We have all reafon to believe, that

the cafe will be the fame when Paradife is reftored. Con-

fequently there will be no more clouds or fogs ; but one

bright, refulgent day. Much lefs will there be any poifon-

ous damps or peftilential blafts. There will be no Jirocco

in Italy, no parching or fuffocating winds in Arabia ; no

keen north-eafl winds in our own country,

" Shattering the graceful locks of yon fair trees

but only pleafing, healthful breezes,

" Fanning the earth wuh odoriferous wings."

12. But what change will the element of water undergo,

when all things are made new ? It will be in every part of

the world clear and limpid, pure from all unpleafing or un-

healthful mixtures, rifing here and there in cryltal fountains,

to refrelh and adorn the earth, " with liquid lapfe of mur-

muring ftream." For undoubtedly as there were in Para-

dife, there will be various rivers gently gliding along, for

the
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the ufe and pleafure of both man and beafL But the in-

fpired writer has exprefsly declarer, there zuill bt no more

pM{ (Rev. xxi. 1.) We have reafon to believe, that at the

beginning of the world, when GOD Faid; Let the waters

under the heaven be gathered together unco one place, and let

the dry land appear, (Gen. i. ver. 9.) the dry land fpread

over the face or the water, and covered it on every fide.

And fo it feems to have done, till, in o<der to the general

deluge, which he had determined to bring upon the earth

at once, the windows of heaven were opened, and thefoun-
tains of the great deep broken up. But the lea will then re-

tire within its primitive bounds, and appear on the furface

of the earth no more. Neither indeed will there be any

more need of the Tea. For either as the ancient poet fup-

poles,

Cmnis feret omnia tellus :

Every part of the earth will naturally produce whatever its

inhabitants want : or all mankind will procure what the

whole earth affords, by a much eafier and readier convey-

ance. For all the inhabitants of the earth, our Lord in-

forms us, will then be ia-avyfcxot equal to angels : on a level

with them in fwiftnefs as well as ihength : fo that they can,

quick as thought, tranfport themfelves, or whatever they

want, from one fide of the globe to the other.

13. But it feems, a greater change will be wrought in

the earth, than even in the air and water. Not that I can

believe that wonderful difcovery of Jacob Belimen, which

many fo eagerly contend for, that the earth itfelf with all

its furniture and inhabitants, will then be tranfparent as

Silafs. There does not feem to be the leafl foundation for

this, either in fcripture or reafon. Surely not in fcripture :

I know not one text in the Old and New Teffament, which

affirms any fuch thing. Certainly it cannot be inferred

from that text in the Revelation, chapter the fourth, verfe

the fixth, And before the throne there was afea ofglafs, like

unto cryjlal. And yet, if I miflake not, this is the chief,

if not the only fcripture which has been urged in favour of

this
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this opinion ! Neither can I conceive that it has any foun-

dation in reafon. It has indeed been warmly alledged, that

all things would be far more beautiful, if they were quite

tranfparent. But I cannot apprehend this : yea, I appre*

hend quite the contrary. Suppofe every part of a human
body were made tranfparent as cryital, would it appear

more beautiful than it does now ? Nay, rather it would

Ihock us above meafiire. The furFace of the bodv, and in

particular, " the human face divine," is undoubtedly one

of the mod beautiful obje£ts that can be found under hea-

ven. But could you look through the rofy check, the

fmooth, fair forehead, or the riling bofom, and diflinftly

fee all that lies within, you would turn away from it with

loathing and horror.

14. Let us then, in the next place, take a view of thofe

changes which we may reafonably fuppofe will take place

in the earth. It will no more be bound up with intenfe

cold, nor parched up with extreme heat ; but will have fuch

a temperature as will be mod conducive to its fruitfulnefs.

If in order to punilh its inhabitants, GOD did of old

" Bid his angels turn afkaunt

This oblique globe,"

thereby occafioning violent cold on one part, and violent

heat on the other ; he will undoubtedly then order them

to reftore it to its original pofuion : fo that there will be

a final end, on the one hand, of the burning heat, which

makes fome parts of it fcarce habitable ; and, on the

other, of

" The rage of Arclos and eternal frcfl."

15. And it will then contain no jarring or defiructive

principles within its own bofom. It will no more have

any of thofe violent convulfions in its own bowels. It will

no more be fhaken or torn afunder, by the impetuous force

of earthquakes : and will therefore need neither Vefuvius

* { nor
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nor ^tna, nor any burning mountains to prevent them*

There will be no more horrid rocks, or frightful precipices j

no wild defarts or barren fands ; no impaffable morafies*

or unfruitful bogs, to fwallow up the unwary traveller.

There will doubtlefs be inequalities on the furface of the

earth, which are not blemifhes, but beauties. And though

I will not affirm, That

" Earth hath this variety from heaven*

Of pleafure fituate in hill and dale;"

yet I cannot think gently-rifing hills will be afty defe£l
j

but an ornament of the new-made earth. And doubtlefs

we mall then likewife have occahon to fay,

" Lo, there his wondrous fkill arrays

The fields in cheerful green !

A thoufand herbs his hand difplays,

A thoufand flowers between V*

16. And what will the general produce of the earth be ?

Not thorns, briars or thirties. Not any ufelefs or foetid

weed ; not any poifonous, hurtful or unpleafant plant • but

every one that can be conducive in any wife either to our

ufe or pleafure. How far beyond all that the molt lively

imagination is now able to conceive ! We fhall no more

regret the lofs of the terreflial paradife, or figh at that well*

devifed defcription of our great poet,

" Then fhall this mount

Of paradife by might of waves be mov'd

Out of his place, pufh'd by the horned flood,

With all its verdue fpoil'd and trees adrift,

Down the great river to the opening gulph,

And there take root, an ifland fait and bare !"

For all the earth fnall then be a more beautiful paradife

than Adam ever faw,

17. Suck
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- \y. Such will be the (late of the new earth, with regard

tcfe*he meaner, the inanimate parts of it. But great as this

change will be, it is little, it is nothing, in comparifon of

that which will then take place throughout all animated na-

ture. In the living part of the creation were feen the moil

deplorable effects of Adams apoftafy. The whole animated

creation, whatever has life, from Leviathan to the fmalleit

mite, was thereby made fubjecl to fuch vanity, as the inani-

mate creatures could not be. They were fubjecl: to that fell

monfter, death, the conqueror of all that breathe. They

were made fubjecl: to its fore-runner, pain, in its ten thou-

fand forms : although " GOD made not death, neither hath

he pleafure in the death of any living." How many mil-

lions of creatures in the fea, in the air, and on every part

of the earth, can now no otherwife preferve their own
lives, than by taking away the lives of others; by tearing

in pieces and devouring their poor, innocent, unrefifting

fellow-creatures! MiferabJe lot of fuch innumerable multi-

tudes, who, infignificant as they feem, are the .offspring of

one common Father, the creatures of the fame God of love •

It is probable, not only two-thirds of the animal creation,

bat ninety-nine parts out of a hundred, are under a necef-

fitj* of deftroying others, in order to preferve their own
life! But it (hall not always be fo. He that fitteth upon

the throne, will foon change the face of all things, and give

I clemonflrative proof to all creatures, that his mercy is over

aft las works. The horrid ftate of things, which at prefent

obtains, will foon be at an end. On the new earth, no

creature will kill or hurt or give pain to any other. The
fcorpion will have no poifonous fting, the adder no venom-

ous teeth. The lion will have no claws to tear the lamb
;

no teeth to grind his flefh and bones. Nay, no creature,

no beaft, bird or fiflu will have any inclination to hurt

*ny other. For cruelty will be far away, and favagenefs

and fiercenefs be forgotten. So that violence fhall be heard

no more, neither wafting or deftruclion feen on the face of

the earth. The wolfJhall dwell with the lamb : (the words

may be literally, as well as figuratively underwood; and the.

Vol. II. 4 F kopard
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leopard Jliall lie down with the kid. They Jliall not hurt or

dejlroy, from the rifmg up of the fun, to the going down
of the fame.

18. Bat the moil glorious of all will be, the change

which then will take place on the poor, fin oil, miferabie

children of men. Thefe had fallen in many refpecrs as

from a greater height, fo into a lower depth than any other

part of the creation. But they mail hear a great voice oui

of heaven, faying, Behold, the
.
tabernacle of GOD is with

men. And he will dwell with them : and they fall be his

people : and GOD himfIffhall be with them, and be their

GOD, Rev. xxi. ver. 3, 4. Hence will arife an unmixt

itate of holinefs, and happinefs, far fuperior to that which

Adam enjoyed in Paradrfe. In how beautiful and affecting

a manner is this defcribed by the apoflle ! GODfhall wipe

uway all tears from their eyes : and therefall be no more

death, neitherforrow nor crying. Neitherfall there be any

more pain : for the former things are faffed away. As

there will be no more death, and no more pain or ficknefs

preparatory thereto : as there will be no more grieving lor,

or parting with friends, fo there will be no more forrow or

crying. Nay, but there will be a greater deliverance than

all this; for there will be no more fin in the new earth.

And to crown all, there will be a deep, an intimate, an

uninterrupted union with GOD : a conftant communion

with the Father and his Son Jefus Chrifl, through the

Spirit : a continual enjoyment of the Three-One GOD,
and of all the creatures in him !

Am
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& T\T^^ to ei
°
ia^^m t^e power of working piracies as

JL ^ the great criterion of a divine mifTion; when fcrip-

ture teaches us, that the agreement oi do6trines with truth

as taught in thofe fcriptuies, is the only infallible rule.

6. Not to drive any away from our church, by opprobri-

ou'fly calling them diffenters, or treating them as fuch, fo

long as they keep to her communion.

7. Not lightly to take up with filly flories, that may be

propagated to the difcredit of perfons of a general good cha-

ra tier.

1 do not lay down (fays he) thefe negative rules, fo

much for the fake of any perfon whom the unobfervance of

them would immediately injure, as of our church and her

proFeifed defenders. For churchmen, however zvell-meaning,

would lay 'hemfelves open to cenfure, and might do her

irretrievable damage, by a behaviour contrary to them."

Fiiday Augufi 3. I met with one who did run well, but

fatan hud hindered her. I was furprized at her ingenuous ac-

knowledgement of the fear of man. 0 how hardly fall
even they zvho have rick acquaintance enter into the kingdom

cf heaven.

Sunday 5. Six perfons, at the New-Room, were deeply

convinced offin : Three of whom were a little comforted

by prayer ; but not yet convinced of rithteoufnefs.

Having frequently been invited to Wells, particularly by

Mr. , who begged me to make his houfe my home, on

Thurfday the 9th I went thither, and wrote him word the

night before
;
upon which he prefently went to one of his friends,

2nd de fired a meflenger might be fent to meet me and beg me,

« To
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" To turn back, otherwife(faidhc) we (hall all lofe our trade."

But this confideration did not weigh with him, fo that he

invited me to his own houfe : And at eleven I preached in

his ground, on Chrift our wzfdom, righteoufnefs, fanclificati-

on, and redemption , to about 2000 perfons. Some of them

mocked at firffc, whom I reproved before all ; and thofe of

them who flayed were more ferious. Several fpoke to me
alter, who were for the prefent much affecled. O let it not

pafs away as the morning dew !

Friday 10. I had the fatisfaclion of converting with a

Quaker, and a herwards with an Anabaptift, who, I truff,

h: ; ve had a large meafure of the love of GOD fhed abroad

in their hearts. O may thofe, in every perfuafion, who are

of this fpirit increafe a thoufand fold, how many foever they

be !

Saturday 11. In the evening two were feized with flrong

paries; as were four the next evening, and the fame number

at Gloucejler-Lane on Monday, out of whom was greatly com-

forted.

Tuefday 14. I preached at Bradford to about 3000 on

One thing is needful. Returning through Bath, I preached

to a imall congregation fuddenly gathered together at a lit-

tle diftance from the town (not being permitted to be in

R—M—'s ground any more) on The jujl fnall live by faith \

Three at the New-Room this evening were cut to the heart.

But their wound was not yet healed.

Wednefday 1^. I endeavoured to guard thofe who were

in their riril love, from falling into inordinate affection, by

explaining thofe ftrange words at Baptifi- Mills, Henceforth,

know we no man, after thefkfh.

Friday 17. Many of our fbciety met, as we had appointed,

at one in the afternoon, and agreed " That all themembeis

or our fociety mould obey the church to which we belong, by

obferving Ail Fridavs in the year, as days offofling or ab~

flinence" We likewife agreed, That as many as had op-

portunity ILould then meet, to fpend an hour together 1a

prayer.

Monday
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Monday 20. I preached on thofe words (to a much larger

congregation than ufual) Oughtejl not thou to have had com~

pafjion on thyftllow fervant, as I had pity on thee ?

V/edncfday 22. I was with many that were in heavinefs:

Two of whom were foon filled with peace and joy. In the

afternoon I endeavoured to guard the weak againft what

too often occafions heavinefs, levity of temper or behaviour,

from. / [aid of laughter, it zs ?nad ; and of mirth, What

doth it ?

Monday 27. For two hours I took up my crofs, in argu-

ing with a zealous man, and labouring to convince him,

" That 1 was not an enemy to the church of England" He
allowed, " I tar.ght no other doctrines than thofe of the

church ;" but could not forgive my teaching them out of

the church-waLi. He allowed too (which none indeed can

deny, who has either any regard to truth or fenfe of fhame)

That " by this teaching many fouls who till that time were
w perilling for lack of knowledge, have been, and are

" brought from darknefs to light and from the power of

f fatan unto GOD." But he added, " No one can tell,

" what may be hereafter ; and therefore I fay, thefe things

" ought not to be fuffered."

Indeed the report now current in Briftol was, f That I

f was a Papifi, if not a Jefuzt." Some added, " That I

'* was born and bred at Rome which many cordially be-

lieved. O ye fools, when will ye underffand, That the

preaching justification by faith alone, the allowing no meri-

torious caufe of juftification, but the death and righte-

oufnefs of Chrift, and no conditional or inftrumental caufe,

but faith, is overturning Popery from the foundation ?

When will ye underfland, that the moft deftruclive of all

thofe errors, which Rome, the mother of abominations hath

brought forth (compared to which tranfubftantiation and a

hundred more, are trifles light as air) is, That we are juf-

tificd by xoorks, (or to exprefs the fame thing a little moie

decently) by faith and works. Now, do 1 preach this ?

I did for ten years : I was (fundamentally) a Papift. and knew
it not. But I do now teflify to all (and it is the very point

for
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for averting which I have to this day been called in queftion)

That " no good works can be done before j unification, none
which have not in them the nature of fin."

I have ohen enquired, who were the authors of this re-

port ; and have generally found they were either bigotted

diflenters, or (I fpeak without fear or favour) minifters of

our own church. I have alfo frequently confidered, what

poftible ground or motive they could have thus to fpeak :

Seeing few men in the world have had occafion fo clearly

and openly to declare their principles, as I have done, both

by preaching, printing and convei fation, for feveral years

laft paft. And I can no otherwife think, than that either

they fpoke thus (to put the moft favourable conftruttion up-

on it) from grofs ignorance; they knew not what popery was;

they knew not what dofclrines thofe are which the Papifts

teach : Or they wilfully fpoke what thev knew to be falfe,

probably thinking thereby to do GOD Jervice. Now, take

this to yourfelves, whofoever ye are, high or low, diffc^ters

or churchmen, clergy or laitv, who have advanced this

fhamelefs charge, and digeft it how you can.

But how have ye not been afraid, if ye believe there is a

GOD, and that he knoweth the fecrets of your hearts (I

fpeak now to you, preachers, more efpecially, of whatever

denomination) to declare fo grofs, palpable a lie, in the

name of the GOD of truth ? I cite you all, before the

Judge of all the earth, either publickly to prove your charge;

or by publickly retracting it, to make the beft amends you

can, to GOD, to me and to the world.

For the full fatisfa&ion of thofe who have been abufed

by thefe fhamelefs men, and almoft brought to believe a lie,

I will here add my ferious judgment concerning the church

of Rome, wrote fome time fince to a prieft of that commu-

nion :

Sir,

I Return you thanks both for the favour of your let-

ter, and for your recommending my father's propofals to

the Sorbonne.

I have
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I have neither time nor inclination for controverfy with

any ; but leaft of all with the Romarafs. And that both

becaufe I can\ truft any of their quotations, without con-

futing every fentence they quote in the originals ; and be-

came the originals themfelves can very hjrdly be trufted, in

any of the points controverted between them and us. I am
no ftranger to their fkill in mending thofe authors, who did

not at fir ft fpeak home to their purpofe ; as alfo in purg-

ing them from thofe pallages, which contradi&ed their

emendations. And as they have not wanted opportunity to

do this, fo doubtlefs they have carefully ufed it, with re-

gard to a point that fo nearly concerned them, as the fu-

premacy of the bifhop of Rome. I am not therefore fur-

prifed, if the works of St. Cyprian (as they are called) do

ftrenuoufly maintain it : but I am, that they have not been

better corrected; for thev ftill contain palfages that abfo-

lutely overthrow it. What grofs negligence was it, to

leave his 74th epiftle (to Pompeianus) out of the index expur-

gatorius ? wherein pope Cyprian fo flatly charges pope Ste-

phen, with pride and objlinacy, and with being a defender of
the caufe of hereticks, and that againjl Chrifians and the ve-

ry church of GOD ? He that can reconcile this with his

believing Stephen the infallible head of the church, may re-

concile the gofpel with the alcoran.

Yet I can by no means approve the fcurrility and con-

tempt, with which the Ro?namJh have often been treated.

I dare not rail at, or defpife any man ; much lefs thofe who
profefs to believe in the fame mailer. But 1 pity them

much
;
having the fame afTurance that Jefus is the Chrift, and

that no Romanifl, as fuch, can expect to be faved, according to

the terms of his covenant. For thus faith our Lord, Wko-

foever fliall break one of the leaji of thefe commandments, and

fuill teach men fo, he fiall be called the leajl in the kingdom

of heaven. Add if any man fnall add unto thefe things,

GOD fall add unto him the plagues that are written in this

book. But all Romanifls, as fuch, do both. Ergo

The minor I prove, not from Proteftant authors, or even

from particular writers of their own communion; but from

the
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the public, authentic records of the church of Rome. Such
are the canons and decrees of the council of Trent. And
the edition I ufe was printed at Colen, and approved by
authority.

And firft, all Romdnifts, as fuch, do break and teach

men to break, one (and not the leaft) of thofe command-
ments. The figniflcation of Exodus xx. 5. which forbids the

bowing to images (as every fmatterer in Hebrew knows) is in-

curvare fe, * procumbere, honoris exhibendi cavfd (and is

accordingly rendered by the feventy in this very place, by

a Greek word of the very fame import, Tt^itvnh) But the

council of Trent, (and cOnfequently all Romanifis, as fuch,

all who allow the authority of that council) teaches, feclion

25. para. 2. That it is J legitimus imaginum ufus,—eis ho-

norem exhibere, procumbendo coram eis.

Secondly, All Romani/ls, as fuch, do add to thofe things

which are written in the book of life. For in the bull of

Pius IV. fubjoiried to thofe canons and decrees, I find all

the additions following:

1. Seven facraments, 2. Tranfubftantiation, 3. Com-
munion in one kind only, 4. Purgatory, and pra)ing for

the dead therein, 5. Praying to faints, 6. Veneration of

reliques, 7. Worfhip of images, 8. Indulgences, 9. The

priority, and univerfality of the Roman church, 10. The

fupremacy of the bifhop of Ro?nt. All thefe things there-

fore do the Romanifls add to thofe which are written in the

book of life.

1 am,-*—

* To bow down before any one, in token of honouring him.

| i. t. The proper ufe of images is, to honour them, by bowing, down before them,

(To be continued in Vol. III.)

AN
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JOSEPH EVERETT.

[In a Letter to Bifhop Afbury.]

(Continued from page 563.)

1WENT forward in the way pointed out in GOD's word,

until the fifth day of April 1778, between feven and

eight in the evening. Then the Lord fet my foul once more

at liberty, by fpea&ing me freely juflified, and medding

abroad his love in my heart by the Holy Ghoft. T^hen I

knew that whoever was religious, loved every man whether

Jew or Gentile. Then I felt that the love which I firft

received among the New Lights, and loft by departing from

GOD, I now found among the Methodifts: and could give

them the right hand of fellowship.

I muft now make fome remarks on the very extraordina-

ry ccnduft of the New Lights, They never, in a religious

fenfe, took any notice ot me ; but looked on me as a pet fun

beneaih their notice : they would pafs by me as though they

faw me not. Yet thofe very perfons would conduct them-

felves as carnally, and were under the power of the flelh and

the devil as much I was—they would drink to excefs, love

the world, perfecute, get angry, indulge pride as much I

did, and yet lay claim to the promifes of the gofpel-—whcn

1, who lived no worfe, was judged by them down to perdi-

tion. A fure token of a pharifical fpirit. I hope I {h«ll

ever adore that GOD whofe property it is to bring order

out of confufion ; who permitted me to fall, but raifed me
up again ; or I might to this day have remained under the

Antinomun delufion, lleeping with the foolifh virgins in the

high road to hell
;

calling on the name of the Lord, but

doing the work of the devil ; which I have reafon to believe

Vol. II, 4G is
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is the cafe of the majority of thofe who hold fuch aniifcrip-

tural tenets : from the infatuation of which I pray GOD to

deliver my foul.

I now began to read, to know and find out the truth ;

that as the Lord had been pleafed to blefs me again with his

favour, I wilhed to know the way to keep it, (a burnt

child dreads the fire.) And by reading the authors above-

mentioned, I began to difcover the calvinilfic cheat—and

efpecially the latter, in his checks to antinomianifm ; and the

more I read, the plainer I faw the policy of the bottomlefs

pit; and from whence it originated. And from then un-

til this day, the more I ftudy its nature and tendency, the

more I defpife it ; and view it as a trap fet by the devil, by

which millions are eternally damned. I now conftantly at-

tended the preaching of the gofpel by the Methodifts. I

loved them and took fweet counfel with them, but frill did

not join in fociety with them. And my fuppofed reafon

for it was this. I knew that they were a defpifed people,

and thought if I did not join them I might be more ufetul,

when it was known that I was not a member of their fociety.'

But I foon found this to be very poor logick ; for the children

of the devil hate the light, let it come from where it will.

I read Mr. Wvjley on perfection ; but the mift of Calvinifm

was not altogether wiped from off my mind. With the Cal-

vinifts I was taught that temptations were fin. I did not

attend to the law of GOD to find out what fm was. I

could not diftinguifh between fm and infirmities ; and hard-

ly believe that any Antinomian can. They fay all we do

is fin. We are told that the facrifices of the wicked is an

abomination to the Lord. But this is no proof that the

children of GOD commit fin. I believe with the apoftle,

that he that is born of GOD finneth not ;—and he that does

is of the devil. I believe that in every juftified foul, there

is the root of every iniquity. Yet if he faithfully ufes the

grace and power already given to him, he thereby keeps

himfelf from tranfgrelTing the law, which alone is fin ; and

therefore the evil one, the devil, touches him not. And I

believe that it is the privilege of every babe in Chrift, to

grow
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grow in grace ; not only to be young men and to be ftrong,

but to become fathers in Chrift : to receive the fulnefs of all

the rich promifes of the gofpel : fuch as the law of GOD
on their hearts ; to love the Lord with all their foul ;

to be

dead to the world and crucified with Chnft, &c. All which I

believe to be the common privileges of all believers in this

day. Though it is to be much lamented that many live

beneath them. And I praife the Lord that I am as much

confirmed in the doclrine of full fanftification, as I am that

a man mav know that his fins are forgiven on this fide the

grave.

I was generally afked, by the Methodifls, to come into

the dafs-room ; but they did not perfuade me to join. In

reading and converfing with the Methodifls, I began to feel

the neceflity of joining the fociety : which 1 did with this

view, to grow in grace myfelf, and to ftrengthen the hands

of the preachers in the work of GOD. Becaufe I thought

it to be the will of GOD ; which ought to be our end in all

we do. I faw the neceflity of mortifying the corrupt cra-

vings of the flelh, as well as ufmg all the means of grace, in

order to be perfected in love; which conftitutes a Methodift.

By this time I found myfelf well pleafed with the do£frine

and difcipline of the Methodifls ; and felt fomethmg in me
that wanted others to partake of the love of GOD that had

made me happy; and from this principle I began to fpeak

to my acquaintance about their fouls, and fometimes to

preach; and found, that what was fpoken did not altoge-

ther fall to the ground.

So I went on, by little and little, till I found that fome

were wrought on; and at laft I was deeply exercifed from

day to day about preaching, and telling to the world what

GOD had done for my foul ; and wherever I went it con-

tinually followed me. Frequently in family praver, the

power of the Lord would defcend in fuch a manner, as

caafed the people to mourn and cry; and fometimes they

were not able to rife from the floor, for half a night or

more. My exercife about preaching ufed to be fuch, that

I have been frequently awakened from my flecp, and found

myfelf preaching. One
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One thing I would not forget, while I was in the way.

to hell, 1 lived without labour for the mod part of my time,

but as foon as I got religion, or the love of GOD in my
foul, I fet out to labour and keep under the wicked flefh

;

which is a fufficient conviftion to me that a life of idlenefs

is a life of wickednefs. I now earned my bread by the la-

bour of my hands: and believe no man can live long in

the favour of GOD, without ufing proper care to provide

for himfelf and his houfhold.

In this manner I lived, and ftudied divinity at the plow,

axe, or hoe, inftead of the college. I never had discover-

ed my exercife to any perfon all this time, and the reafon

was this: I faw fo much of my own weaknefs and inabi-

lity for fuch an important calling, as kept my mouth fhut.

Ten thoufand difficulties would fhut up the way; and made

it appear an impoffibility, yet it conftantly purfued me. At
]aft, I ventured to difclofe my heart to my dear friend E,

W. When he heard what I had faid, he made little or no

anfwer, as I remember.

At that time, Caleb B. Peddicord, that man of GOD,
was riding in the circuit, and was to preach near Mr.

JVhites the next day, in Delaware ftate ; and fent forme
to meet him there. I was well acquainted with him, and.

went to meet him. After he had preached, he afked me
to give an exhortation, which I did; and before we parted,

he gave me a certificate to exhort.

I continued to preach and fpeak to the people, and found

confiderable freedom; I was rcfpeeled by the Methodills,

but my name was defpifed by the blind world. This con-

tinued until Oclober the firft, in the year 1780, when after

my crop was nearly done, I went to Dorjet circuit, and

fiayed four weeks: for at that time they were perfecuting

the preachers that had not taken the oath of fidelity, and

had committed Freeborn Garrettfon to prifon. As I had

taken the oath, I went. In Dorfet I had feals to my mi-

ni ftry. I returned to fecure my crop, but by that time the

devil, by his emifTaries, had infufed it into the heart of my
wife, to prevent my travelling. She made a great noife,

which
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which gave me much trouble. I might as well undertake,

to reafon with a ftone. It appears to me that Satan exert-

ed all his power to prevent me from travelling to preach.

Till now ray wife had fome faint defire to fave her foul

;

but this haniihed all from her heart. About this time you

held a temporary conference at Mr. White's, with the preach-

ers on the peninfula; and hearing that I was exercifed

about preaching, you fent for me; when I came, you afked

me fome queitions on the fubjecl, and by what came to

pafs, I expect, you approved of my anfwers. You afked

the preachers if they had fellowfhip with me; and all who

knew me anfwered in the affirmative. The matter was fet-

tled on this condition: brother Peddicord was appointed to

Dorfet; and when he came there, was to enquire, whether

the people approved of me, as I had been there before;

if fo, I was to go to Dorfet again. He wen?, and in two

weeks he fent for me. I fet out for my circuit, and when

I came, I began to preach, and continued till February*

The Lord publicly owned and blefled my labours.

About this time brother Peddicord, who was the alfiftant,

let me know that he had received a letter from you, to fend

me to Annamejfex circuit. I left Dorfet, and came home to

fee my wife, who ftill oppofed my travelling. I ftill held

my integrity ; and after being at home fome days, I went

to a quarter-meeting at Mr. White's, where a number of

preachers were collected, whom I viewed as my fuperiors :

and among the reft S. R. who had come from Annameffex

circuit to Caroline quarter-meeting, and was going back.

When I came to the circuit, J. G. M. was to come from

Annameffex for me to take his place. He was gone to the

lower end, and it was fome days before he came up. While

I waited for him, we had feveral meetings, and there was a

ftir ; fix or eight were awakened. The wicked threatened,

and fome that were half-hearted Methodifts were not well

pleafed. When the preacher came, I fet forward ; and as

there were three preachers in the circuit, it was fix weeks

before I got round ; and when I came to the place where I

firft began to preach, five or fix of them had found peace

with
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with the Lord. This fired me with frefh courage, as tho*

I mould foon conquer Satan. Thus I went on till April

or May. R- and J. W. were removed to other circuits,

and I was continued there. The circuit was enlarged for

four preachers ; and there was a good work carried on.

Before I left this place, fome large focieties were formed,

and many found peace with the Lord ; who I hope will

praife him to all eternity. I had fweet fellowship with thefe

people. Here the Lord owned me, and blelfed my labours

in an abundant manner.

I continued in this place till November, when I came up

to Barret's chapel to a quarterly meeting ; then you ap-

pointed me to travel in Weft Jerfey with J. 0. C whom 1

loved and looked upon as a good man. We laboured there

till the JVIay-conference ; and my labours were owned, and

many feals fet to my miniftry. From thence, I was ap-

pointed to the Eaft Jerfey, with that man of GOD John
Tunnell, whom I loved as an other felf. We laboured in

fweet fellowfhip until November ; the Lord alfo owned his

word, through my weak inftrumentality. In the Weft Jer-

fey, I was oppofed by the Baptifts, and befet by Lutherans.

They would have put a period to my life, but my Mailer had

more work for me to do.

I was then appointed to Philadelphia, with John Tunneli

and Nelfon Reed. Here we continued till May conference,

not without fuccefs. In this circuit the Lord owned our

labours. That part of the circuit that profited leaft by our

miniftry, was the city ; and I believe for the following rea-

fon.—They refemble too much the Corinthians ; one faying

1 am of Paul, another I am of .Apollos, and another I am
of Cephas. Where this is the cafe, there are very few to

follow Chrift. They are like weather-cocks, which can ne-

ver be kept at one point. After May-conference I was

appointed to travel in Baltimore, with /. C. and M. E.

where the Lord ftill bleft his word, and made me an inftru-

ment for good, to his glory, to many. Many in this place

were dear to my foul. By this time, I got to fee into the Bible

in a deeper manner than ever. I began to fee the gofpel method
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of faving fouls ; fo that the Bible feemed like an other,

or rather like a new book to me. By this time, the Lord

had heard and anfwered my prayers in the converfion of my
wife ; which in a great meafure lightened my burden.

She faw how (he had been fighting again ft the Lord, in

treating me wrongfully ; which wounded her very fenfibly
;

and this was fweet revenge to me. Here I faw the word of

the Lord was fulfilled, to wit, "be not weary in well-doing,

for in due feafon ye fhall reap if ye faint not." That man
mould always pray and not faint. She had no more to ob-

ject to my travelling. I likewife faw that the meafure (lie

gave to me, was meafured to her again. Her very children

fpoke evil of her and hated her company. From Baltimore,

you wrote to me to go to Frederick- circuit, and take care of

it as the affiftant. I went, and R. S. and D. A. travelled

with me. I was appointed at the next conference to Fair-

fax-circuit; where I continued to labour till the Chriffmas

conference, when Dr. Coke came from England, and the

Methodift church feparated from all connection or depen-

dance on the church of England, or any other body or foci-

ety of people. From this conference, I was ftationed in

Berkley-circuit, where the Lord fignally owned and bleffed

my miniftry, in the awakening and converfion of many fouls.

From this place I was appointed to the Norward Necks,

where L. R. was to travel with me. Here I continued to

travel for a year ; in a place where the Methodifts had never

preached; and where I had the honour to preach free grace

to the people. I was kindly received by them, as a ftran-

ger, and had invitations to preach : when I came the place

was overfpread with Calviniftic {ruff* ; fuch as unconditi-

onal reprobation and election ; final perfeverance ; adult

baptifm, &c. I fet in to deliver my meffage, in the pre-

fence of Mr. Lunsford the Baptift parfon ; who I believe

was not well pleafed at my coming. From thence I went

down to Lancafler court-houfe, and preached the next fab-

bath to a numerous congregation in the Prefbyterian meet-

ing-houfe. The Lord enabled me to fpeak ftrong words to

thefe people, and I believe that this day the Lord began a

work



o"o8 THE EXPERIENCE OF JOSEPH EVERETf;

work in this place that will in glory end. I got fundry plai-

ces to preach in, and fo proceeded on till I formed a four

weeks' circuit ; and continued to preach from place to place;

till conviction for fin began to follow the word, which

brought on godly forrow and repentance never to be re-

pented of. Then I taught them the natuie and neceflity of

gofpel difcipline, irt order to render the preaching, the pow-

er of GOD to falvation.

I joined them in clafs as they felt their wants, and before

I left that place, which was in April following, I joined

between two and three hundred in fociety; and about one

hundred and twenty of thefe found, that GOD is able to

forgive fin for Chrift's fake. This was a people which I

loved as a father loveth his children. Here I was impor-

tuned to fet up my tabernacle; and if filthy lucre could have

effected it, I fiiould have "yielded to their entreaties; but

iny anfwer to them was, I loved them too well, and that if

I granted their requefl; we fliould be a curfe to each other.

And I am confident that the preacher who leaves the Metho-

dift connexion, and fets up among a people elfewhere, as

a feparate body ; that moment he departs from the Lord ;

and if continued in, inevitable ruin will be the confequence.

I now took my journey for conference, in company with

Ar
. Reed, and came to Baltimore ; and from thence to

Abingdon, where I was ordained a deacon on the tenth day

of May 1786 ; and was appointed to travel in Dorfet-cucmt

with S. D. Here the power of religion was on the decline^

but the Lord foon kindled it into a flame. And I believe

it was caufed by culling the focieties and keeping up proper

difcipline in the church of GOD. I view it as a capital

fault in a Method ill: preacher not to be a difciplinarian. And
if ever our church lofes the life of religion, it will be for

want of difcipline. From conference 1787, I was appointed

to Annamejfex with M. G. where I flayed until conference

1788. In this place the Lord brought in fome flubborn

Tinners, and here I culled the focieties; and hope I made way

for my fucceflbis to be ufeful.

I went
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I went down to Cape Charles through Northampton, a

place poifoned by filthy Antinomian principles, and urged

the necel'ity of letting the opprefled go free ; for which I

was almoft obliged to run the gauntlet. I believe when the

Lord firft fent the Methodifts into America to preach

the gofpel, many got converted who held flaves ; and all

that continued faithful, after fome time, the Lord convin-

ced them it was wrong to keep them; and all who rejected

conviction loft their right to the favour of GOD. But at

this time I fear, all who hold their flaves may go to hear

the gofpel preached all their days, but if they do not give

up their oppreflive manner of living, the word of GOD
will be a favour of death unto their fouls, and that they will

die in their fins and in their blood; and will be damned for

their wickednefs.

On leaving Annamejfex to go to the conference •dX Baltimore,

I received a letter from you, to meet you at Philadelphia, on
the twentieth day ot September, in Mead of Baltimore ; which

I did, and was ordained an elder on the twenty fifth day of

September, 1788. And from thence was appointed to tra-

vel in Caroline-circuit with M. G. and B. R. where I now
am, and humbly hope the Lord will continue to go with me,

and by his grace preferve my foul from every evil.

I am in the fifty fixth year of my age, and have been a

member of the Methodift church ten years ; and have tra-

velled as a preacher going on nine years fince the firft day

of October : and I can appeal to him who knows my heart,

that I have no more defire to quit travelling than I had the

firft day I began. Neither any more intention to leave the

principles and difcipline of the Methodift church, than I have

to quit the exercife of my reafon. But can fay with the

poet,

What a mercy is this,

What a heaven of blifs,

How unfpeakably happy am I

!

Vol. II. How
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Gatherd into the fold,

With thy people enroFd,

With thy people to live and to di~

O ! the goodnefs of GOD
In employing a clod,

His tribute of glory to raife;

His ftandard to bear,

And with triumph declare

His unfpeakable riches of grace.

0 ! the fathomlefs love,

That has deign 'd to approve

And to profper the work of my hands

:

With my paftoral crook

1 paft over the brook

;

And behold I am fpread into bands

!

In a rapture of joy

My life I employ,

The GOD of my life to proclaim:

'Tis worth living tor this,

To adminifter blifs,

And falvation in Jefus's name.

My remnant of days

I'll fpend in his praife,

Who dy'd the whole world to redeem
;

Be they many or few,

My days are his due;

And they all are devoted to him.

Thus I have gone through nearly all the moft remarkable

paffages of my travels to the prefent time.

I have been caft on the tempefluous ocean of this world,

and who or what but him who ne^er {lumbers nor fleeps

has preferved me until now. Vail numbers of my ac-

quaintance and friends are gene into eternity, and I am flill

fpared.
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fpared. And urhat reafon can be given for it ? Was it decreed

from eternity to be fo, let me a£l right or wrong ? I expecl

not. But becaufe the Lord was not willing that I ihould

die in my fins—but waited with me till I was enabled, by his

grace, to bring forth in fome meafure fruit to his glory.

I with to be more conformable to his will in all things. I

hope ray laft: days may be my bell: days ; and when I have

done his work below, I may lofe myfelf in the ocean of

divine love and praife him to all eternity.

JOSEPH EVERETT.

Mi/ford, December 13, 1788.

A letter from the Rev. Dr. Macaw to bijkop Asbury.

Philadelphia, July 1790.

Rev. £> dear Frind!

\ ^JTHERE one is afiured of the kindnefs and fincerity

V of another, a communication, in whatever way,

U comfortable. Had I to impart, what would be worth

^nominating joy; if you were inclined to fhare in it, I ve-

rily believe, it would be chiefly with the view of render-

ing it back to me, full greater. And now, when I am in

[orrow, (mark how generous I become) I make over to

you, a part, merely to make my own the lefs.

Sorrow ! yes, beloved brother—but it is fuch, as is not

without hope.

The event hath taken place, which I have long had

warning to prepare for: Your filler in the Lord,

—

my Mrs.

Magaw, is, with refpeel: to time, no more.

I enter not into particulars here: but in general, do af-

file* you, that it pleafed the Almighty, both in her long-

continued illnefs, and her death, to adminifter great grace

to her, and to me. Her foul rejoiced indeed in GOD,
her
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her Saviour: and every movement of it became, at lafl,

aflimilated to the nature of the heavenly reft which (he

panted after.

I am left; and am encompaffed with infirmities. In the

midft of thefe, I feel, at times, dejection. Again, I re-

vive—I paufe— I meditate—I look around— I turn my
thoughts inward—I am amazed— I would be confounded

;

but that He who hath laid affliftion upon me, does not

withdraw his prefence in the time of it.

It fhould be a Friend indeed, that one would lay his

mind open to, at a feafos like this. It is not every body

that can go along with the afflicted: kis fenfations are mat-

ters that ftrangers intermeddle not with; and can be no

proper judges of. I can lodge my weakneffes with you,

as well as my confolation, that raifes me now and then,

above them.

You will readily fuppofe, that, at certain moments, my
thoughts revert to the time, when you, and my little fami-

ly became acquainted firft; and the peaceful, heart-felt in-

tercourfe we frequently enjoyed afterwards.—You recollecT:

with me, the quiet retreat, in the foreft of Dover; the

lowly manfion; the innocently-focial fire-fide;—and, in its

feafon, the cool, inviting breeze, and the meditating walk:

you recollect the morning and evening addrefTes to the De-

ity; the hymns of gratitude which were fung;—the doors,

which the hofpitable good woman did not forget to fet

open for ftrangers ;—thereby, pofhbly, " entertaining an-

gels unawares."—You remember the converfe ever pleafing,

on redemption's price and power.—Yes, my brother! fuch

recollection, to me, is not a vain thing: I feel it doing

me good now. 'Tis true, it fpreads a kind of melancholy

through me: but it is a melancholy, which I might ven-

ture to pronounce dwine.

Ah! how the fubjeel: of my grief returns upon me!

E I fuppofe, in my prefent fituation, 1 might innocently

borrow relief from different quarters, provided I do not

lay too much flrefs upon anv confederations which are mere-

ly fubordinate. Philofcphy may yield one fome fupport.

The
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The fayings of fages, and experienced men, in different

periods of the world, are not without their ufe. The no-

tices which reafon or common fenfe fuggefts, are not def-

titute of force. But, it is to the glorious gofpel only, that

I look for the arguments that fatisfy, and fill up all the mind;

and there I Jind them. " Bletfed be GOD, even the Fa-

ther of our Lord Jefus Chrift, the Father of mercies, and

the GOD of ail comfort; who comforteth us in all our

tribulations, that we may be able to comfort them which

are in any trouble."

I value you fincerely, and am; with the fame afFeclion

as ever,

Your brother and fervant in Chrift,

SAMUEL MAGAW.

On the Jhorinefs of Life, and uncertainty of Riches,

[Extracted from a late Author.]

TF you fhould fee a man who was to crofs from Dovsr to

A Calais, run about very bufy, and folicitous, and trouble

himfelf many weeks before in making provifions for his voy-

age, would you commend him, as a cautious and difcreet

perfon ? or laugh at him, as a timorous and impertinent

coxcomb ?

A man who is exceffive in his pains and diligence, and

who confumes the greateft part of his time in fiirnifhing

the remainder thereof with all conveniencies, and even fu-

perfluities, is, to angels, and wife men, no lefs ridiculous :

he does as little confider the fhortnefs of his pafTage, that

lie might proportion his cares accordingly. It is, alas! fo

narrow a freight betwixt the womb and the grave, that it

Riight be called the Pas de vie, as well as 'bat, the Pas de

Calais. We are all 'e^^«, (as Pindar calls us) creatures

of
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of a day ; and therefore our Saviour bounds our defircs ta

that little fpace : as if it were very probable that every day

fhould be our laft, we are taught to demand even our bread

for no longer a time.

The fun ought not to fet upon our covetoufnefs, any

more than upon our anger ; but as in the efleem of GOD
Almighty, a thoufand years are as one day ; fo in direct op-

pofition, one day, to the covetous, may be as a thoufand

years. So far he {hoots beyond bis butt, that one would think

he was of the opinion of the Milleniaries, and hoped for fo

long a reign upon earth.

The patriarchs before the flood, who enjoyed almoft fuch

a life, made, we are fure, lefs flores for the maintaining of

it. They who lived nine hundred years fcarcely provided

for a few days. We who live but a few days, provide for,

at leaft, nine hundred years. What a ft range alteration is

this of human life and manners ? and yet we fee an imitation

of it in every man's particular experience. For we begin

not the cares of life, till life is half fpent ; and then we dill

increafe them as that decreafes ! What is there among the

actions of beafls fo illogical and repugnant to reafon ? When
they do any thing which feems to proceed from reafon, we

difdain to allow them that perfection, and attribute it only to

a natural inftinft. And are not we fools too by the fame

kind of inftincl: ? If we could but learn to number our days

(as we are taught to pray that we might) we mould much bet-

ter adjuft our other accounts. But whilft we never confider

an end of them, it is no wonder if our cares be without end

too ! From a fhort life then cut off all hopes that grow too

long. They mult be pruned away like fuckers that rob the.

mother plant, and hinder it from bearing iruit.

Seneca gives an example of an acquaintance of his, named

Senecio, who from a very mean beginning, by great induftry

in turning about money, through all ways of gain, had at-

tained to extraordinary riches; but died on a fudden after

having fupped merrily, in the full courfe of his good for-

tune.
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time, when {he had a high tide, and ftiff gale, and all her

faili on ;
upon which occafion he cries, out of Virgil,

Go Melibceus, now
Go graft thy orchards, and thy vineyards plant,

Behold thy fruit

!

For this Senecio I have no companion, becaufe he was ta-

r.en as we fay, in ipfo faclo, ft ill labouring in the work of

avarice. But the poor, rich man in St. Luke (whofe cafe

was not like this) I could pity, if the fcripture would per-

mit me. For he feems to be fatisfied at laft ; he confeffes he

had enough for many years : he bids his foul take its eafe ;

and yet for all that, GOD fays to him, Thou fool, this night

thy foul mall be required of thee, and then the things thou

had laid up, whom {hall they belong to ? Where fhall we
>ind the caufes of this bitter reproach, and terrible judg-

ment ? We may find I think, two, and GOD perhaps faw

more. Firft, he did not intend true reft to his foul ; but

only to change the employments of it from avarice to luxury,

his defign was to eat and to drink, and be merry. Secondly,

:hat he went on too long before he thought of refting. The
fulnefs of his old barns had not fufficed him. He would

ftay till he was forced to build new ones ; and GOD meted

out to him in the fame meafure ; fince he would have more

riches than his life could contain, GOD deftroyed his life

and gave the fruits of it to another. Thus GOD fometimes

takes away the man from his riches, and no lefs frequently the

riches from the man ; what hope can there be of fuch a

marriage, where both parties are fo fickle and uncertain ?

By what bonds can fuch a couple be kept long to-

cher?

Some
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Some Rules of Holy Living ; Extratledfrom a late Author,

I CANNOT fay, I have already attained ; but this is that

which my heart is fet to learn. That in all i do, whe-

ther facred or civil actions, ftill I may be doing but one work,

and driving on one defign, That GOD may be pleafed by me,

and glorified in me: That not only my praying, preaching

and alms, may be found upon my account ; but even my
eating, drinking, fleeping, vifits and difcourfes ; becaufe

they are done to GOD. Too often do I mifs my mark ;

but I will tell you what are the rules I fet myfelf ; never to

lie down but in the name of GOD : not barely for natural

refreshment ; but that a wearied fervant of Chrift may be

recruited and fitted to ferve him better the next day. Ne-

ver to rife up but with this refolution, I will go forth this

day in the name of GOD, and will make religion my bufi-

nefs, and fpend the day for eternity.
h
Never to enter upon

my calling, but firft thinking, I will do thefe things as unto

GOD, becaufe he requireth thefe things at my hands, in the

place and fiation he hath put me into. Never to fit down

to table, but refolving I will not eat merely to pleafe my ap-

petite ; but to ftrengthen myfelf for my Mailer's work. Ne-

ver to make a vifit, but to leave fomething of GOD where I

go; and in every company to leave a good favour behind. This

is that which I am prefling hard after : and if I ftrive not

to walk by thefe rules, let this paper be a witnefs againil me.

From Alexander Forbes, to the Rev. J. Wesley.

Pembroke, Nov. 8, 1775.

Rev. Sir,

AS my defign in writing the following lines is, that

GOD may be glorified, I am perfuaded you will par-

don the freedom I have taken.

I was born in the province of Ulfter in Ireland, and at

the age of feven years could read the bible tollerably well.

My
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My parents perceiving in me an aptnefs for learning, had

fome thoughts of having me taught the languages; but their

defigns were fruftrated by the following accident. A cow
running her horn into my mouth, tore it in fuch a manner

that the roof thereoF was laid almoft acrofs my throat, and

occafioned my food ohen to gufh out at my nolli :1s. Yer,

blelfed be GOD! I was cured, and witnout any outward

deformity.

When near feventeen years of age, I enlifted in the for-

ty fixth regiment of foot, where following the example of

my licentious comrades, I plunged into all manner of fin.

Thus I continued until I entered upon my twenty-firft vear,

when Io! GOD convinced me of my finfulnefs and help-

lefTnefs. On this I fought the Lord in earneft, and foon

found reft: in him. I continued happy for fometime; but

giving way to trifling, I loft the precious pearl. I conti-

nued in this ftate about fifteen months; but being bred a

Calvinift, I imagined it was only a " winter feafon," and

that as I was once juftified, I could never entirely make

fhipwreck of my faith.

As I fat one day with my comrades, I obferved a leaf

falling from a tree; whereupon I reafoned thus: That leaf

returns to earth, its original mother ; fo mult my body.

But where muft my foul go then ? This was like thunder

to me. On this I inftantly left my companions, went to

my bible and read the following words, "The wicked mall

be turned into hell, with all the people that forget GOD."
I then knew not what to do! Whatever wav I looked, I

faw deftruclion before me. Then, in the bitternefs of my
foul, I cried, Lord, fave or I perilh! On finding my bible

again, I found the following words, " Though thou tuft play-

ed the harlot with many lovers, yet return unto me, faith

the Lord." O, thought I, will the Lord receive fuch a

wretch as me! Then looking farther, I read, " I will heal

your backOidings and love you freely." This gave me fome

comfort. I faw fuch tendernefs in Jcfus, as emboldened

me to pray. I wreftled, groaned, and pleaded with GOD
Vol. II. 4 1 for
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for an anfwer of peace; and in Iefs than two days, I 2£ain

found a fenfe of pardon.

After fome time I found the Firrings of evil pa (lions,

which leffened my joy, and caufed me fometimes to d*>t;i>t

of my juftification. But in a fliort time the Lord dify 1-

Jed thefe clouds, and cleared up my evidence. After this,

Satan aflaulted me with many fore temptations. Among
other things, I was more confiimed in Calvinifm than ever.

But after fome time a foldier convinced me of the inconfift-

cncy of my doctrines : particularly of abfolute, unconditi-

onal election and reprobation. From this time forth I grew
in grace. But the ftoppage in my fpeech flill continued,

infomuch that fometimes I could hardly tell my experience

to my brethren.

Near feven months ago, being forely burthened with in-

bred fin, 1 was often conftrained to cry out, who fhall de-

liver me from the body of this death ? when lo ! on Wed-
nefday the 19th of April laft, juft as Mr. D. had done

preaching, the Lord filled my foul with love. O how
lovely was Jefus to me then ! I fhouted out, Hallelujah to

GOD and the Lamb! All praife to the prince of peace!

After praying to, and praifmg GOD, I departed with

heaven in my foul, I could fay, furely in the Lord have I

righteoufnefs and ftrength. I was as fure that my foul was

cleanfed from all filthinefs, as ever I was that my fins were

pardoned. But what was matter of more praife, my tongue

was loofed and I could fpeak plain! And whereas I ufed to

fhake my head, and diflort my face in fpeaking, I could

now converfe with great eafe. My understanding was alfo

much enlighicned; for what was formerly hidden, was now

open and plain. Since that time GOD has given me fome

ability to preach, which I have found almoft as eafy to do

as to read.

When I communicated my mind to fome of the preach-

ers, they told me, the loofing of my tongue was a fign that

GOD intended I mould ufe it in proclaiming the finner's

Friend ; but for farther direction they defired me to go to

the All-wife GOD, which I did.

About
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About a month ago, I embarked for America, with a re-

flation of publifhing the gofpel there, or wherever elle

GOD mould caft my lot. But being by contrary winds

drove into Milford-haven, and an order having come from

government for us to flay in South Wales till further or-

ders, I now embrace the opportunity of craving your ad-

vice. And I earneftly requeft that you will write to me
foon: for a few lines from you may be a great encourage-

ment to me, who am willing to fpend and be fpent in ex-

ercrfing my tongue to the glory of him who has Jooferied it.

It may alfo remove prejudice from weak minds, who may
other wife be offended at hearing a foldier invite finners to

the gofpel feafh not confrdering'that GOD fends by whom
he will fend, and that the weaker the lnilrument, the great-

er his gloiy !

With all due refpecl, I am, Rev. Sir, yours at command.,

A. F.

He preached fome time in America with great fuccefs;

but being wounded in an engagement, a few days after di-

ed glorioufly in the full triumph of faith.

Poetry,

On Contentment.

FAREWEL, afpiring thoughts, no more

My foul mall leave the peaceful more,

To fail ambition's main
;

Fallacious as the harlot's kifs,

You promife me uncertain blifs,

But give me certain pain.

A beauteous profpecl; firft you mew,

Which ere furvey'd, you paint anew,

And paint it wondrous pleafant ; This
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This hi a third is quickly loft ;

Thus future good we covet moll,

But ne'er enjoy the prefent.

Deluded on from fcene to fcene,

We never end, but ft ill begin,

By flatt'ring hope betray'd :

I'm weary of the painful chace,

Let others run this endlefs race,

To catch a flying fhade.

Let others boaft their ufelefs wealth ;

Have I not honefty and health,

Which riches cannot give ?

Let others to preferment foar,

And changing liberty for power,

In golden fhackles live.

'Tis time at length I mould be wife,

'Tis time to feek fubftantial joys,

Joys out of fortune's pow'r :

Wealth, honours, dignity, and fame,

Are joys the blind capricious dame

Takes from us ev'ry hour.

Come, confeious virtue, fill my breaft,

And bring content, thy daughter, dreft

In ever fmiling charms.

Let facred friendfhip too attend,

A friendfhip worthy of my friend,

Such as my Lelius warms.

With thefe I'll in my bofom make

A bulwark fortune cannot fhake,

Though ajl her ftorms arife :

Look down and pity gilded flaves,

Defpife ambition's giddy knaves,

And wifh the fools were wife.
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