Chapter 4

CHARLES WESLEY’S LETTERS

Frank Baker

Th.e letters of John Wesley have remained treasured personal relics
and prized historical documents for two centuries. As precious symbols
of the founder of Methodism they have been eagerly sought throughout
.the wo.rld, and cherished for their literary content as well as their
increasing commercial value: their direct simplicity, their forthright
challenge, their homely wit, their concern for human sin and sorrow. No
such fame has come to the letters of Charles Wesley. Just as the hy;nns
_of brother Charles undoubtedly overshadowed those of John, so the
{Zurngls and letters of John overshadowed those of Charles. Yet i,f we are
weu:] u(;lt"s:]a;djohln Wesley fully, let_a‘lone understand early Methodism,
Sty fz:tg ect the prose writings of Charles. True, for over a
Bt not knm«): Yea;'s the b_ulk of Charles’s journals have been known—
i 5o an;al_ong with a hundred of his letters. The latter have
o incc.mg{ r: ] ](tjt]e used by scholars, however, because most of
el Fe“]?e:! eti);' atelc_i. Few pffople know these few Charles Wesley
St othe: Sixrﬁﬁrllze t(l;e literary and historical treasure lying
e i ' red extant. On countless occasions, these

Imension to the familiar words of John, or offer a

g g
lc\’eal"] lall(:e at b()th the
]l C()Ope] a[lOI‘l and the ll“all f be

Too seldom do i
people think ab
thot;gh many surmise tha Sy
of his older brother. Too

to retire into his hymnw

i arles Wesley as his own person,
s [+ was‘by no means a pale imitation or echo
any think that Charles was relatively content

had reached its full surid riting hermitage a few years after Methodism
ride, was mildly annoyed at the innovations of his

iconoclastic brot

fold of upper cl:;:?gimfpr_eferred to remain safely ensconced within the

the deep divisions of chglos“y' Only a minority of scholars have realized
aracter between the two brothers, divisions which

d : g
English Methodist family into two rival groups, the

split at least one solj
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Johnites and the Charlesites. Such was the family of Dr. John S. Simon

(1843-1933), major authority on British Methodist law and discipline,
and author in his later years of an innovative five-volume biography of
John Wesley. One of his Johnite children was Elsie S. Harrison (née
‘Grace Elizabeth’) best known for Son to Susanna: The private life of John
Wesley (1937). Describing a literary contretemps in which I was embroiled
with her over forty years ago can harm no one now, and may dramatically
reveal the contrasts perceived between the two brothers even then.

In the June 1945 issue of the Proceedings of the Wesley Historical
Society appeared a letter written (apparently) by John Wesley which was
clearly of major importance. It was written as he approached the coast
of Georgia on his missionary venture, “On board the Sim[mJonds off the
Island of Tibey in Georgia, February 5, 1736.” It began: “God has brought
an unhappy unthankful wretch hither, thro’ a thousand dangers, to
renew his complaints, and loath[e] the life which has been preserved by
a series of miracles. . . . In vain have I fled from myself to America; I still
groan under the intolerable weight of inherent misery! . . . Go where I
will, I carry my Hell about me. . . » This was no forgery. But was it really
penned by John? To Mrs. Elsie Harrison was assigned the task of
interpreting this letter, at the cost of some psychological somersaults:
“The John Wesley we know,” she wrote, “is as steady as a rock, and takes
an even pace with God for more than fifty years of life. The nervous
turmoil and introspection of this letter seem to bel?ng to a different man
altogether from the Wesley of Aldersgate Street.” . .

As soon as possible I visited the Methodist Mission House, to wl?lch
the letter had been donated—those were not the days when you might
hope for a photocopy by return of post! Immediately I saw that the
letter’s handwriting was not in fact that of John Wesley, l.nut of Cha.rles.
In an article for the Proceedings of the Wesley Historical Society I explained
the major differences in calligraphy and i[.1 substance f.ro_m w-hat I hauci1
expected to find in a letter from _]ohn.2 With some tlmldlty“l informe
Mrs. Harrison of her error. She was delighted, and wrote: “What goo_d
news about that letter! It was very puzzling coming fron? John, a:nd it
took a real effort of the mind to make it fit him, but to think fhat it was
my old enemy Charles all the time is in one way a great relief and in
another makes me feel that I owe John an apology. - - -

The two brothers were indeed different people, yet very close. _I}Jst
over two hundred letters remain of the huge correspondence passing

ley from 1724 to 1788. Clearly these
between John and Charles Wesley fror el
letters are very important in throwing l{ght on t?'c chang lgbors et
both brothers, their theological convictions, t]-'lelf' literary la =5 ,S_:) o
and separate, their dreams and problems, their contrasting 2
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times conflicting personalities. This interwoven correspondence is of
major significance in its contribution to our understanding of the move-
ment whose leadership they shared, especially as in 1746 John legally
named Charles as his successor in charge of Methodism upon his own

death, nor ever revoked that decision, in spite of their differences.’
Methodists are most fortunate in having rich primary sources to
supply them with a documented framework for their early history. They
have manuscript or printed records of the deliberations of their annual
conferences from 1744. These records are checked and augmented by
the autobiographical commentary of John Wesley’s own printed Journal,
and this again is enriched at another level by his thousands of private
letters. The literary remains of Charles have been far less readily acces-
sible. His journal was not published until long after his death, and even
the‘n it was far more uneven, and petered out in 1756—coincident with
major ecclesiastical and theological problems arising between the two
brothers. For the major treasure of Charles Wesley’s manuscript verse
and the minor treasure of his journals and letters we are indebted to the
zeal and pertinacity of Thomas Jackson, Connexional Editor in 1824-
1842, _]alckson had become a close friend of Charles Wesley's family in
the declining years of their “genteel poverty,” and himself financed the
ﬁgéghsase of Charles Wesley’s manuscripts for a reluctant Conference in
teril;)::lngl ;";;::l);{:gig?i:ol—?’s zeal there have been preservec‘i for pos-
e e e (o lf\:’es. Manchester, even though disordered
Bihei hands hmz’ o’ mhe ive hundred of Charles \N'esley's letters. A
Aniic, snd o similargn p ;are scattered elsew.here in England _ancl
BT e by umber are based on copies printed in various
new. The remarkable thing is that over eighty

percent may be studied in Charles Wesley’s own handwriti i
exclude from these f ' ) 4 wn ar.n writing, even 1 we
gures the thirty replies which he endorsed in

shorthand on lett A
ers which he had j : i
often treacherous. Just received—whose transcription is

It seems desirable to conduct
correspondence. His first three sur
from Christ Church, Oxford. to hi
father's curate in Epworth a;ld W
of their elder brother Samuel in
most of his extant letters were to

a rapid survey of his early domestic
viving letters (1728-29) were written
s older brother John (serving as their
root), and the fourth from the home
“’_Cstminster. Between 1731 and 1735
his brother Samuel, with one to their
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remained Charles’s chief correspondents until Samuel’s death in 1739.
Other evangelicals had joined the list, including Samuel’s former West-
minster neighbor, James Hutton, and of course from 1737 onwards,
George Whitefield. No letter survives to his mother, who died in 1742,
but until 1744 John had taken over as almost his sole correspondent. In
1740 his preaching itinerancy had taken Charles to Wales, in 1742 to
Northumberland (which he described as “the rude, populous north”), in
1743 to the Midlands, and later that year to Devon and Cornwall. In
general, however, like his brother, Charles moved between the two foci
of London and Bristol. As he went he gathered up correspondents,
though nothing like as many as did his elder brother John.

On August 8, 1747, William Lunell welcomed John Wesley on an
exploratory visit to the infant Methodist society in Dublin, but seeing the
great promise—spiced with danger—John speedily sent for his brother
Charles to take over. John arranged to meet Charles in Wales on his way
out, at Garth, the home of Marmaduke Gwynne, a devout Welsh mag-
istrate converted under Howell Harris. While waiting at their rendezvous
Charles fell helplessly in love with the Gwynnes' third daughter, Sally: he
was thirty-nine, she twenty. Before he left for Ireland they had made a
prayer-pact, and from Dublin on September 17, 1747, Charles wrote the

first of some hundreds of letters to Sally, assuring her, “My h‘ea.rt is deeply
.”® He spent a fruitful six months building up the

with one week’s evangelistic excursion inland

to Tyrrellspass and Athlone. In March 1748 ‘]ohn_Wesley returned. to
assist and then take over from Charles, who had laid a firm foundation
amid heroic labours and severe persecution. After six months’ absence,
a physical wreck, Charles Wesley struggled b‘f‘le to Garth on Ma”rch 25,
1748, when “all ran to nurse me . . . [and] quickly put me to bed —for a
week. A year later, with some difficulty, John manag_ed to assuage the
financial fears of Mr. and Mrs. Gwynne about marrying their dafjghtcr
to an impecunious preacher by standing guarantor foran annualcilterary
income of 100 pounds for the couple. On April 8, 1749, Sally ( “}rlynne
and Charles Wesley were married by John Wesley, and set up their home

in Bristol.”
i form a saga
letters of Charles Wesley to Sally Gwynne .
e f emotions from ecstasy to despair

i running the gamut o :
;’;;h]::;ie;‘g;si;. punctiatedgby breathless verse, including ;or}?e p(;c;r:;
which were included in the two volumes o.f Poems by which in g
Charles sought to prove that his brother’s. literary con‘ﬁdenlc?twra:;‘mm
misplaced. Volume 2 included a poem written to _her mla terem o

Cork on September 17, 1748—the anniversary of his first lette y

from Dublin:

engaged for you. ..
Methodist cause in Dublin,

75



CHARLES WESLEY: POET AND THEOLOGIAN

Breath[e]s as in us both One Soul
When most distinct in Place:
Interposing Oceans roll,
Nor hinder our Embrace:
Each as on kis Mountain stands,
Reach our Hearts across the Flood,
Join our Hearts, if not our Hands,
And sing the Pard’ning God.*

My favorite in this category, however, is “Thou God of Truth and

Love,” a perfect wedding hymn which unfortunately is not easily avail-

able to United Methodist congregations, though British Methodists still
use it in Hymns and Psalms. Charles originally wrote:

Didst Thou not make us One
That Both might One remain,
Together travel on, '
And bear each others’ Pain,
Till Both Thine utmost Goodness prove
And rise renew’d in perfect Love.

: £n John Wesley’s 1780 Collection “both” was changed to “we” and

all,” but that did not destroy its matrimonial suitability. I well remember
a visiting guest preacher in my English church vestry telling how he and
his wife had used “Thou God of Truth and Love” as their own wedding
hymn. I re5ponc.if:d that this was most appropriate, because it was in fact
a love poem written by Charles Wesley for his future bride—only to be
deflated by my wife Nellie on my arrival home
we used it as our wedding hymn!”® ’

Wesg?slzzlfi?r (::fo time that I takf_: to recount the beginnings of Charles
over one-third of ;'l'leshQOHdcnce is by no means disproportionate, for
fifty-three before thei i exta‘nt letters were written to Sally Gwynne,
Indeed, if we add cie marnag-e, a hundred and ninety-three after!

; add letters to their close relatives, almost four hundred

(57%) of Charles Wesley’ e
fied as “fami]y 1 etter:"fy s surviving seven hundred letters may be classi-

“But don’t you remember,

And it is, of course, a fascinating family,

i . replete with interestin
]lg}.lts. Even more important is the fact that h -

side

X h all its leading members
major themes, which she faithfully relayed to her
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husband. At the same time, with her own family connections, she moved
in a somewhat higher echelon of society, whose members were neverthe-
less still evangelical in outlook, and learning to live comfortably with the
Methodists, though they moved more naturally among the leisurely and
well-to-do ranks of the Church of England, with a generous sprinkling of
titled people among their visiting acquaintances. In the sample letter of
1760 which we quote later, for example, we meet seven names which are
not found in the index to Telford’s collection of John Wesley’s letters.
Another incidental bonus of these family letters is that they help us to
extend the chronological framework, enabling us to compile a dated
outline of Charles Wesley's life, even after the cessation of his journal,
comparable to the invaluable daily Itinerary of John Wesley’s life as
prepared by Richard Green on the basis of John’s Journal and letters.
As Charles helps us to meet new people on the periphery of Meth-
odism, in a new stratum of society, so it can only make for the enriching
of our knowledge of the Methodist movement that through his letters
there should come out into the open the tensions between the two
brothers. Perhaps it is especially important to realize that there were
those who genuinely supported Charles against John in his distrust of
the ambitions of the preachers, his differing views of Christian perfec-
tion, his even fiercer loyalty to the conventions of the Church of England.
Many have too often been inclined almost automatically to align them-
selves with John, as undoubtedly the greater leader. It is salutary to see
more clearly the viewpoint of Charles and his supporters, and to discover
in greater detail the actual elements in and the results of the tensions
between them. ]
Itis quite impossible, of course, to characterize sufficiently th.e- flavor
of the many letters to Sally Gwynne, either during the. two _hecuc years
of courtship, or during almost forty years of marrteq life, citber during
the twenty-two years spent in No. 4 Charles Street, grlstol (while Charles
passed much of his time in London), or the c%oslng years from 1771,
when they shared the London house leased by friendly Mrs. Gumley, No.
1 Chesterfield Street (off Marylebone Road). They had mOVt.Ed to Lfmdon
both because of Charles’s declining health and in order to give their boys
the best chance of musical development.
Charles still remained an itinerant preacher o.f sorts, however, and
rare was the year for which no letter to Sally survives—and often there
: st how he would address her: “My ever-dear-
are many. She never knew jus : B e
est Sally,” “My dear partner,” “My beloved friend,” or no sa e
all-but the longing for her presence alwa)‘zs shows t]}rough, even wh .
the dark notes of sorrow are there, or his underlying obsession Wit

: 2 - : g
death. They are conversational, even gossipy letters, jumping from on
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point to another like a traveller bubbling over with his varied news and
queries. At least one sample should be given (the text is presented with
abbreviations extended and words styled in the same format as that of
the Bicentennial Edition of The Works of John Wesley):

London, Moorfields, January 3, 1760.

My dear Sally’s wish has been often mine, to have died in my infancy.
I escaped many such thoughts last Saturday, by forgetting it was my
birthday till night, when Mr. Fletcher’s prayer put me in mind of it.
Yesterday I dined alone with my faithful friend and yours, L{ady] H[un-
tingdon], and passed the evening with her in close conference. We could
not part till past eleven. I have not had such a time this many a month.

This morning I breakfasted at Lady Piers, and dined at Mrs. Lloyd’s
with Mrs. Gumley and Miss Derby. The length of the entertainment, and
very trifling conversation, tired me to death. I am escaped hither to write
to my beloved partner.

Next to feeling Christ present, the most desirable state is to feel Christ
absent. This we often do: O that we did it always!

Yo.u are not too old to be cured of the rheumatism, if you have
resolution to use the remedy of constant exercise. I threaten you hard, if
we leaven[?, “leave” or “live”] over the winter, and I get a sure horse to
carry double or treble.

Can the b?y [Charles] walk? It is a question often asked me. You will
:::] me w%xen his face is well; and how Sally continues. I presume you now

gin seriously to think of weaning her.

What says Mr. Hooper to my coming t . T
takes her flight? Y g to pray with his wife, before she

How is Mrs. Arthurs?
lnrdh#ll)::(l)c::::n ?HE.;:E:L Znytl :lrl-:thers. You see what haste I am in. To the
o, I:;[; (s::i]:: ttr:nld me he hi-ld wrote to l_\dr. Farley that he cou;:ldrl:‘::.send
ek ypes till he informed him how many of every letter he
I must desire you yourself to take 100 of the Earthquake hymns out of

my study, and gi AT
rctums.‘)‘; and give them to Mr. Francis Gilbert to bring me when he

Unfortunately there is a serious

letters to his wife

dated fort i
Decemb Y Y Years ago in the month between
yeare;?' 1?7:13%111:;:8’ and January 21, 1749." (During the tightly packed
12405 Siee tw'es wrote twen-ty-three courtship letters to Sally, during

énty-seven, with nine to her as his wife. Only in five
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years do his total extant letters to all correspondents exceed thirty: 1748
(32), 1749 (51), 1750 (33), 1755 (38), and 1760 (32); in only three others
do there survive more than twenty, 1756, 1759, and 1785. Even the
seemingly more certain dates of some letters within such sequences may
eventually turn out to be mistaken, however, as the interlacing of further
clues lead to more convincing probabilities. Most dates must therefore
remain provisional for as long as possible before publication, and must
constantly be checked and rechecked as new evidence becomes available.
Near certainty in dating is frequent, absolute certainty rare.

Nor should we downplay the value of the letters written outside the
family circle. We have already shown how Charles’s pioneer ministry in
Ireland was of great historical importance, and more detail about this is
reflected in his letters. In general, however, Ireland was left henceforth
to John (and later to Thomas Coke), while Charles shuttled backwards
and forwards between Bristol and London as second in command for his
brother. Occasionally he undertook important expeditions for John
elsewhere, both recruiting lay preachers and keeping them under firm
discipline. In 1751 John assigned to Charles the specific responsibility of
“purging the preachers” in the course of touring the Midlands and the
North of England, and his letters reflect his prosecution of this task, with
some passages to John disguised in shorthand.'? He was so enthusiastic—
and occasionally impetuous—in his task, that he found himself in trouble
through preachers whom he had dismissed, and eventually in hot water
with his brother.

Charles was afraid that the clerical ambitions of the lay preachers
were edging John to the brink of a separation from the Church 9f
England, and that the only remedy might be to send them back to their
worldly trades. He confided these fears to his friend the Countess of
Huntingdon, and claimed that to safeguard the Church he “fan”ted to
“break [John’s] power” and frustrate his “rashne'ss and creduhtzf from
allowing his preachers to inveigle him into for.rmng a separate “sect or
religion” within the Church. This letter was intercepted, Egnd a copy
handed to John, who chided Charles on December 4, ].751.

Charles continued to undermine John’s apparent drift away from the
Church of England by fiery letters to clergy otherwise friendly to Meth-
odism, realizing that their advocacy wmfld ma‘ke a far greater lml:;act
upon John than his own. Three letters in rapid succession to Wa.t;:]r
Sellon, formerly a master at Wesley’s Kingswood School, now in a parish,
secured a valuable advocate.'* John prepared a document to discuss at
the 1755 Conference, “Ought we to separate fr?m the _Church of E'ng-
land?”*® This at least deferred the issue, but it remained iﬂn;’:ggir;gf
problem for years. Charles also enrolled other allies, Samuel Walker
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Truro, William Grimshaw of Haworth, and Henry Venn of Huddersfield,
to discuss with him and his brother the issue of separation.’® In a
shorthand addition to one of his journalletters to John, Charles in-
formed him—prophetically—“The short remains of my life are devoted
to this very thing, to follow your sons. .. with buckets of water, and
quench the flame of strife and division which they have or may kindle.”"
A goodly proportion of his letters continued to address this theme,
especially when in 1760 the threat raised its head in a new form. Many
Methodist lay preachers were securing preaching licenses under the
Toleration Act, at the cost of sixpence and the legal fiction of declaring
themselves to be “Protestants dissenting from the Church of England.”
Qn that.authority three of them were administering the Lord’s Supper
in quw:ch. Charles sent angry letters to his brother, sarcastic letters to
his wife, pastoral letters to Methodist societies in major cities, pleading
Iette-rs to preachers whose loyalty he doubted, and rousing challenges to
leading I:ftymen. His letter to William Grimshaw brought forth a letter
threate{nng to “disown all connection with the Methodists,” and
Qharles s pﬂub]lc rfeading of that letter in the London society “put them
in a flame.” All th.ls was to such good effect that the Norwich offenders
were scolded, Grimshaw remained among the Methodists, and at the
ensuing Conference there was “love and unanimity.”"® Undoubtedly
Charles Wesley’s letters changed the course of Methodist history.
Chuljc;wa:j unable, however, to prevent John Wesley’s major defiance of
i L(;rde(r:,ht?o mattler hot_v much he brandished the pronouncement
it rf leijust_lce ghls old school friend, William Murray, later
s ansfield), “Ordination is Separation.” The spiritual needs of the
wese]rlcan Mfﬁthodlsts in 1784 overrode any legal niceties, and John
€y remained unrepentant about his ordination of Th Cok
Anglican priest alread is ri s i
£ ready, and his right hand man in Methodi lant-
Ing even brother Charle icari . AT
s as the vicarious d i i
e iy : provider of Methodist episco-
- gt t;v_Lo n:Vesley s secret ordinations in Bristol split the
Gtttk » and there was a rash of correspondence between
: the protesting “Old Plann i i i
BRbRCR i OF ahs , ers,” especially Henry Durbin, the
whose eight letters to Charles, 1784-8 i !
endorsed shorthand replies will W St s
in the hist replies, will open up an important new sub-chapter
ory of Bristol Methodism i
letters to other Bristol Method: ’ esPe‘:laIly supported by related
Wb it e s odists. All this was to little avail, however.
over-persuaded—t pentant, and was eventually persuaded—perhaps
© add ordinations for Scotl ’
Although it is impracticabl] cotland, and even England.
merit attention, it seems clear] edt(J et e
the years when the i ¥ desirable to glance at some of them from
al 1s no longer available. We will sample
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different themes to different recipients in chronological order, with the
assurance that it would have been simple to multiply these examples
many times.

We begin with three extracts from Charles Wesley’s thirty letters to
his three surviving children, in the order of their seniority. To Charles,

aged twenty-four, July 23, 1781:

I only wish to leave you in the narrow way to life. But what has a man
of fashion to do with that? After all, then, you must be content to be a
gentleman only. . . . Aspiring, living above themselves, in one word, ambi-
tion, is the ruin of the nation. It is natural to us, especially to youth. But
what is religion for, if not to conquer our passion? If you and your brother
and sister would enter the kingdom of heaven, you must leave ambition,
vanity, pride, behind you; and be of the few, not of the many.”

To Sally, April 8, 1773, aged fourteen:
Go to bed at nine; and you may rise at six with ease. Itis good for soul,

body, and estate to rise early.
1allow you a month longer to get the fourth [of Edward Young’s] Night

Thoughts by heart.
Return our love to M
Can you begin the day better than with
benefit have you reaped from your band?
the desire to know Jesus Christ?. . .

To Samuel, March 6, 1773, aged seven:

Come now, my good friend Samuel, and let us reason together. ...
You should now begin to live by reason and religion. Tl‘}cre should be sense
even in your play and diversions. Therefore I have furnished you with maps
and books and harpsichord. Every day get something by hcart—wh:.atever
your mother recommends. Every day read one or more chapters in the
Bible. I suppose your mother will take you now, in the place of your
brother, to be her chaplain, to read the psalms and !essons wh’cn your sister
does not. Mr. Fry must carry you on in your writ‘mg. I don’t .doubt your
improvement both in that, and music. God will raise you up friends wt'len
Iam in my grave, where I shall be very soon—but your heavenly Father Infes
for ever: and you may live for ever with him; and will, | hope, when you die.

22

[rs.] Vigor, Jenkins, Farley, and all inquirers.
prayer and the Scripture? What
The knowledge of yourself; or

Thomas Lee, who had labored since 1752

T i f their preachers,
o one © P Charles Wesley wrote on February

mainly in Yorkshire and Lincolnshire,

12, 1760:
i ; the gospel; by waiting

Few preachers are strong in body. We live by

upon t.hepbord we renew our strength. Yet we should use the means of

health, strict temperance, and exact regularity.
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:)n London, and one of their first
ccame a leading Moravian. The
friendship when Charles W

I am ready long ago to visit my oldest and dearest friends in the north.
Ifit be a work prepared for me to walk in before I have finished my course,
strength will be given, and my way pointed out. . . =5

Described by John Wesley as “one of the best preachers in England,”
Joseph Cownley frequently labored in Newcastle. To him Charles Wesley
wrote July 1, 1764, from London:

You might have heard of another of my prophecies six years ago: “that
a new sect of French Prophets or Ranters would arise, and out of the
witnesses of perfection. . ..”

The flood of delusion is much subsided here: and I trust in the Lord
he will not suffer the folly and credulity of any man to raise it again. . ..

When I left London last year the number of the witnesses was five
hundred. Half of them have since recanted. Those who live another year
may expect to see them all convinced of their own great imperfection.

You believe a man perfect because he says, “I am”: that’s the very
reason for which I believe and am sure he is not perfect. How then are you
and I exactly of one mind? , . . %

Much controversy was raised in Bristol by critics of an organ recital

given by Charles Wesley, Jr., aged eleven. His fat i
Laroche on February 8, 1769: g sitather seplicdipa Blenttey

Madam. ...

) I al.w?ys designed my son for a clergyman. Nature has n
:‘;r:lisf:){;' :n r:t:(:tt:itan, which .ap'pealred.from his EZrIiesl infancy. My ffi‘:lfi(:
i ofoh;:rgsa .h:s 1f1chr!auon. In'd(::ed, I could not, if I would.
Asheis particzlarly ?o::; rcl)% ::]lllsulj‘f:;]rgna "_“‘;lc"m b i 1

> usic I su i i i
a? organist. In m:der to this he must be instruc[:i)cislc;;frl:xitlilZis;nt*l;e I?Z:II:)iE
p ay;;g and ht.earmg the best music both in private and public £
s ;:rilsnr?:‘ggits::-:; have appearcd so soon in the music r(;om ...had
s requested it. And believe me, Madam, the boy was

better pleased with helpi
Tk e g PINg a poor man than with any applauses he might

James Hutton, a dear eva

Wesley wrote to him on Christmas Day, 1773:

G‘od will look to that matter of su
and still carries on his work. Let hi
than they should degenerate into
name of Moravian and Meth:
Amos Comenius that God ha

ccessors. He buries his workmen,
n(; se:? by whom he will send. Rather
a dead formal sect [ pray God the ve

. . !-y
odist may die together! But I believe with
$ @ special regard to the Church of England;
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that, when the oak casts its leaves, the holy seed will be the substance
thereof; and that our Lord will have a true church, a living people in this

ngelical friend of the Wesleys’ early years
publishers, drifted away when he
y had come together again in close
esley came to live permanently in London.

island, till He comes to set up his universal kingdom.”

To William Perronet, son of the Rev. Vincent Perronet of Shoreham,
a close family friend, written from Bristol, January 23, 1774:

P.S. I have had with me this month or more two very extraordinary
scholars and catechumens: two African Princes, carried off from Old
Calabar [Nigeria] by a Bristol Captain, after they had seen him and his crew
massacre their brother and three hundred of their poor countrymen. They
have been six years in slavery, made their escape hither, were thrown into
irons, but rescued by Lord Mansfield, and are to be sent honourably back
to their brother, King of Calabar. This morning I baptized them. They
received both the outward visible sign, and the inward spiritual grace, ina
wonderful manner and measure.”’

On November 12, 1781, John William Fletcher, aged fifty-two, mar-
ried Mary Bosanquet, aged forty-two. On March 18, 1782, after they had |
moved from her home, Cross Hall, near Leeds, to his parish, Madeley,
in Shropshire, Charles Wesley wrote a letter to them both, with a special

note to her:

Yours, I believe, is one of the few marriages that are made in heaven.
Better late than never. My friend had thoughts of proposing to you (I am

his witness) twenty years ago: but he bare false witness against himself, that

he sought not you but yours. . ... 1 sincerely rejoice that he has at last found

out his twin-soul. . . . .
My friend’s longer or shorter continuance here will depend chiefly on

his adviseableness. He is (I know, and he knows) a mule by nature: but is
become by grace, and by the Wisdom from above, easy to be f:nt.reated. Be
a little child yourself, and he will be led by you into all that is 1:1ghl. As to
the measure of his labours, we will allow him a vote, and private judgment—
but then the last resource must be with you. You havea negativci'. And while
he hearkens to the voice of his wife, he will live, and prosper.

To Samuel Seabury, first bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church
of America, consecrated at Aberdeen 14 November 1784, Charles Wesley

wrote on September 12, 1785:

Rt. Revd. Sir,
I rejoice with all the
out and your coming in;

safe to the haven where you would be. . -
The bearer of this, Mr. [Joseph] Pilmore, thinks himself called to

America. I think so too, having searched with my l?cst diligence into his
character through life. It will bear the severest scrutiny. He seems to me at
man of good understanding and sincere piety; has some share of learning;

Church of God that He has blessed your going
has been with you in the ship, and brought you
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much prudence as well as zeal; and is in one word (as far as I can judge) a
vessel fit for the Master’s use.

I cannot help hoping great good from his ministry, if you should count
him worthy of Holy Orders. Of all our Preachers in America, he was the
most useful and most successful. Beloved and esteemed by the Methodists,
he is the most likely man to bring back those deluded sheep into the fold.

The eye cannot say to the foot, I have no need of thee. The great
Apostle asked all his flock to pray for him. Your fold and ours make but
one and the same flock: therefore you are remembered in all our prayers
public and private: and our Lord, we doubt not, lays our burthen upon
your heart. Earnestly desiring your faithful prayers, and apostolical bless-
ing, I humbly subscribe myself,

Rt. Revd. Sir,
Your meanest Servant and Son,
Charles Wesley.”

We close with an incidental tribute to the Rev. Vincent Perronet
whom Charles Wesley termed “The Archbishop of Methodism,” :mdr
John Wesley “that venerable saint.” He was their most intimate a,dviser
on many problems private and public, their agreed arbitrator on points
of tension between them such as the status of the preachers. After
ﬁfty—se'ven years as vicar of Shoreham, Kent, Perronet died May 9. 1785
aged ninety-one, after constant attendance by his granddaughter “I,Setsy "
;I:ﬁ.se mot.her, Perronet’s daughter Elizabeth, had in 1749 marrie’d

lam Briggs, a customs officer and John Wesley’s London steward.

Charles Wesley had buried Pe
rronet, and i ’ .
letter a year later, on April 28, 1786: and he replies to Betsy’s mourning

o :rﬁ I:?;]'II"EBZW of his translation”, do you call it, and your “loss
your loss is m ¢ day was the most joyful and happy he ever knew; and
sl ‘;’m_e“m"Y- and reparable in a happy eternity. We ought only

;Joice and give thanks for his having been lent to the world near a

century. Therefore from this time, observe,

ey I can allow you to mourn no

I
¥ m:r:: :Lwe:)yz glad 1:;) hear of your affairs. You need take no thought for
» but say, “In all my ways I acknowledge thee; and thou shalt

direct my paths.” My wi
- My wife and daughter join i .
dear Betsy, your faithful friend an(gi 4 rl;_;?:ln [Ilc‘l: tvrvu}eml]ove for you, with, my

Chapter 5

CHARLES WESLEY’S OTHER PROSE WRITINGS

Thomas R. Albin

Charles Wesley is best known for his prodigious poetical output—but
who knows Charles Wesley? Elsewhere in this volume, Frank Baker has
informed us that Charles’s personal correspondence numbers more than
600 letters in all. In this essay, I would like to offer a brief review of four
other genres of prose writings authored by this youngest son of Samuel
and Susanna Wesley. The journals, sermons, tracts, and other miscella-
neous writings of Charles Wesley each reveal an important aspect of his
multifaceted character. Each distinctive genre of literature provides a
unique window of insight into the nature and character of the author,
as well as invaluable insights into the history, theology, and ethos of the
early days of the Methodist movement.

The Journal

Charles Wesley’s practice of keeping 2 spiritual journal began at
Oxford during the time his brother John was serving as thf?il‘ father’s
curate in Wroot. Charles wrote to John in 1729 requesting advice on how

to
.. If you would direct me to the same or a

write a diary of my actions .. ;
ould gladly follow it, for I’'m fully convinced

like method with your own, I'w
of the usefulness of such an undertaking.

alled to his teaching position in Oxford
d their method of journal keeping with
other members of the University who joined the religious study and
t came to be known as “the Methodists.” When the
heir mission to the American colony of
d to keep journals and began to extract
nds in England. The practice of

Later in 1729 John was rec
and together the brothers share

service group tha
Wesley brothers departed for t
Georgia in 1735, they continue :
portions of it for their family and frie
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