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278, v.5 ““Our Heavenly Guide
With us shall abide,
His comforts impart,
And set up His kingdom of love in our heart”,
Obviously this love promoted Christian fellowship for pilgrims
on the heavenly way:
720, v.5 “‘Love, like death, hath all destroyed,
Rendered all distinctions void. . .".
721, v.4 ““Touched by the loadstone of Thy love
Let all our hearts agree,
And ever towards each other move,
And ever move toward Thee’’.
It has well been said by G. H. Findlay, ‘“Heaven is the final
goal, Perfect Love the royal road”’.
745, v.2 ““To our high calling’s glorious hope,
We hand in hand go on”’.
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Note: The Hymn numbers given in this and the previous paper are
those in The Methodist H ymnbook (for use in Australasia and New
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New Zealand Supplement) is also used in England.

Susanna Wesley:
Puritan, Parent, Pastor,
Protagonist, Pattern
Frank Baker

Methodism loves her saints, and the average ‘Metho'dnst is
tempted not to inquire too closely into the fleshly reality behmd_ the
plaster image. Methodism canonized one woman many generatc;onls[.
ago, chiefly because she was the mother of the Wesleys, an t::O
except a few suspicious or rebellious scholars have been contenh -
worship at her shrine ever since, without any arduous researc
discover what lies behind the radiant blend of myth and mystique,
to discover if her halo truly fits. Yet it is surely necess’ary to
examine the myth, to analyze the mystique, to shade (;n? ; ZY:S
from the dazzling nimbus of the woman who bore an f aemajor
educated and prayed for and encouraged t.he_ founderj 0 e
branch of our Christian faith. It is a difficult, an l;(l);f fe;c[s
dangerous exercise, because we need to uncoverhmwe\;er =y
unknown to our canonizing forefathers. St: Susanna, ho s
her son St. John, bears the minutest scr.utlny well. T —

The main facts about her life are quickly Summarillzie;nber 2.
born Susanna Annesley on January 20, 1669. On No

; of the
1688, she married Samuel Wesley, a newly-.ordalhnedncilsjfezg. hies
Church of England, who was aged twenty-sIX to_ ?Il;fancy_ She was
had many children, almost half of whom dlect:; 1_;131
widowed at 66, and herself died in 1742, age hoWéver? What were

What lies behind this humdrum outline,
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as workers and officers in the Methodist societies, not only as sick-
visitors, as band-leaders and class-leaders, but even for a few
women, specially gifted and called, as preachers.

As Susanna Wesley provided a pattern for her most famous
son, so she has for generations of his spiritual sons, and more
especially for his spiritual daughters, through the centuries, and
across the oceans. As mothers, as Christian leaders, as social
workers, as thinkers, as writers, as historians, as preachers,
Methodist women in general may still find in her both challenge
and inspiration, not simply as the most available female
counterpart for joint veneration with the male founder of
Methodism, not simply as the mother of the Wesleys, but in many

respects as the devotional, theological, and ecclesiastical mother of
Methodism,
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Rural Methodism in New South
Wales 1836-1902

Eric G. Clancy

Dr J. David Bollen has written of the early period : of

Methodism in New South Wales, the period 1815-1836, as A Time
Il Things', and indeed it was.

o STiegin irgmedialely after that period, and f:arry fthﬁ si;rr)iro?lt;
through the Victorian Age to 1902, the year union OS ttti*l s
branches of Methodism was consummated in New Hﬁ;}(the laué;
Ignoring completely Sydney, Newca}stle ar{d Broken 1cemmte i
two places being mining communities), [ intend t(;]c\(;rr;les i
the Wesleyan Methodist Church in rural l\{ew Smftthe disc;wery o
this period there was a large influx of migrants; s g
gold and other minerals brought large numbelrsA MR
number of areas; and the passing of severa c_ties o
settlement on the land created permanent commug; e
parts of the State previously unsettled. The purk'lposet e AP
to show how Methodism met the challenges whic

situations presented.
But first, a brief survey of

THE BACKGROUND

1. Settlement
The first white settlers came to New

1788. Concerning their arrival and occupa

South Wales in January
tion of this colony Hans
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