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I111agi11e )'Ot1rself SJ)irited lJack to a11 E11glish ~1etl1odist circl1it of 
t\\TO l1t111dred )'ears ago. It 'vot1ld take sorne tin1e for )'Oll to i·eco\1er 
£1·0111 tl1e initial sl1ock of tl1e si111plicity-e\1e11 the crudeness-of li\1i11g 
sta11dards, the d iffere11ces i11 food and clotl1ing, i11 speecl1 and n1an
ners, tl1e co1111)arative still11ess of tl1e i1arro'v streets in the ti11y to,vns, 
tl1e a1Jse11ce of a11y y)a\1ed 1·oads. If )'OU , ..1e1·e re1110\1ed to London, 
Bristol, Oxford, or a 11<111clful of otl1er })laces, of col1rse, it '\\1 0t1lcl be 
sligl1tl)' differe11t, tl1ougl1 e\re11 tl1ere li,ring fo1· tl1e 111ajorit)' 'vas l1ard, 
1na1111er coa1·se, and t11e streets 1Jotl1 narro'v ai1d for the inost }Jart 
pa,red 'vitl1 colJlJlesto11es. l~J1e }Jresent-da)' J:;-11glisl1 1ethodist ,v}1isked 
})ack to tl1e Ai11erica of t'vo l1und1·ed )'ea1·s ago 'vould experie11ce a 
sin1ilar sl1ock, acce11tuated by t11e vast a11d alie11 'vilder11ess be)1011cl 
tl1e SJ)arse settle111e11ts, a11d tl1e far fe,,rer ce11te1·s of 111odest culture, 
11otabl)1 tl1e largest a11d greatest cit)', Philadel1)l1ia, a11d a rapidl)' de
' elo1)i11g N e'v )'ork. 

Botl1 )'OU and you1· E11glisl1 cou11terpart ''1ould recei,,e a 'vann 'vel
co111e f1·om l1is l\1etl1odist cousins over tl1e 'vaters a11d over tl1e cen
turies. As eacl1 \1isitor l)eca111e n1ore familiar 'vith l1is surrouncli11gs, 
grin1l)1 adjusti11g to life out of a story book, }1e 'vould surel)7 1visl1 
l1imself back i11 the t'\\1e11tietl1 ce11tury as s1)eedily as possible-tl1ot1gl1 
(if sufficie11tly l1ard)' a11d ad,renturous) 11ot u11til 11e l1ad lear11ed son1e
tl1ing about 'vl1at n1ade tl1ese dista11t a11cestors tick. He 'vot1ld 1)rob
abl)' })e so111e,,vl1at e111ba1-rassed at tl1e lack of restraint i11 (} isct1ss i11g 
JJerso11al religion i11 p1·i,1ate, and troubled in public b)' t11e fer,rent 
singi11g and tl1e out1)ouri11gs of exte1npore 1J1·ayer. Tl1e measure of 
e1nbarrassme11t '\10t1ld depe11d tlI)On l1is age and l1po11 t11e ki11d of 
cl1 u1·cl1 in ''1l1icl1 he l1ad bee11 reared: the old 'vould feel nlore com
fo1·ta l)le tha11 tl1e )'Ou11g, tl1e Blacks 111ore co111fortal)le t11a11 tl1e 'vl1ites. 
In a11y case, 110,\1e\1er, l1e 'vould surely realize a11d i·es1)ect the deep 
sincerity of a si1n1)le faith a11d a genui11e I)iet}' i11 t11ese entl1usiastic 

1etl1odist pioneers. 
1.,11e11, for t11e persiste11t, 'vould folio''' a 1)e1·iod of adjusti11g to t11e 

out,va1·d patterns of l\1etl1odist acti\rit)'-'Va)'S of '\\1 0rsl1ip, of fello,v
ship, of orga11izatio11. A11d 11ere t11ere 'vould be a sig11ificant differ

ence bet,\reen tl1e reactio11s of tl1e Englisl1111an and tl1e Ainerican. 
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'"fl1e t\ven tietl1-ce11tt1r)1 A111erica11 tra i1s f)O rted to eigl1tee11 t11-cen tury 
Englisl1 l\1etl1odism '\1ould ti11d its custo111s co1n1)Ietel)1 baffii11g, but 
the t"\\1 e11 tietl1-ce11 tur71 E11gl isl11na11 goi11g ])ack to eigl1tee11 tl1-ce11tu1-)' 
An1erica11 l\1etl1odis111 '\'Ould sli1) fairl)' easil)' i11to fan1iliar '"a)S. In 
botl1 Britain a11d tl1e U.S.A. ~1etl1oclis1n l1as i11e\1itabl)1- a11d l·igl1tl)1



undergone a tra11sfor1natio11 tl1rougl1 t'vo ce11turies. 111 co11ser\'ati\'e 
Engla11d, l10,\1e\1er, this l1as bee11 so 111i11or as to lea\1e clear traces of 
tl1e 1)ast. In An1erica l\Ietl1odis111 l1as cl1a11ged out of all recog11itio11. 
A111erican l\1Iethodisn1 '"~1s of e11or111ot1s social a11d SJJiritual sig11ifi
ca11ce i11 large 111east1re because it so flexilJl)' ada1)ted itself to a11 ad
\1a11cing pll)'Sical fi·o11tier. Ir1 so doi11g, l10,re\1er, it accepted and fur
t11erecl certa i 11 I)i011eeri11g· ele111e11 ts i11 tl1 e A111erica11 '''a)' of I if e '"11 icl1 
create 1)roble111s as 'vell as O})J)CJrtu11ities- 111ol)ilit71 of po1)ulatio11, re
place111e11t rat11er tl1a11 re11<)\1atio11, a11cl e\'e11 pla1111ed obsolesce11ce. 
Certai11ly 011 e resl1l t '\1as tl1at tl1 e past of A111erica11 1\1etl1odis111, lJoth 
in its bt1ildi11gs a11d its cultt11·e, te11ded to lJe to111 do,'\111 a11d 1·elJuilt, 
or altered SC) 111a1171 ti1nes tl1at its orig i11 ca11 110 1011ge1· lJe deduced fro111 
t11e \1estigial re111ai11s. Fo1· tl1e 111ost part it is i1111)ossible to understa11d 
earl71 Ai11erica11 l\letl1odis1n i11 ter111s of 1noder11 Ai11erica11 l\fetl1od
ism. It is onl)' to lJe u11derstood full)' lJ)' 1Jeari11g co11sta11tl)' ii1 111i11d 

t11at ~1etl1odisn1 \\1as a Britisl1 i111port, ada1)ted to its origi11al Ai11eri
ca11 setting cl1iefly b)1 British la)'111e11 a11d 1)1·eacl1e1·s. 

Take, for i11sta11ce, Tl1e Case of tl1e l\1 issi11g Class-i"'icket. Tl1e 
class-ticket \\1as a n1etl1od de\1ised }))' Jol111 'i\Tesley i11 i741 for rec
og11izi11g tl1e 1ne111bers of tl1e l\Ietl1odist societies '\1l10 'vere i11 good 
stancli11g-it also 1)1·0\1ided a \'er)' l1a11d)1 111etl1od of d1·a111atizi11g a11d 
enfo1·cir1g l\1etl1odist discipli11e. A 11e''' ticket, co111plete \\1 itl1 a fresh 
serial letter a11d a differe11t scri1)tt1ral text, 'vas 'v1·itte11 out for eacl1 
appr<J\1ed 111en1ber eve11' tl1ree i11011tl1s, and if: ) 'Oll did 11ot recei\1e 011e 
)'OU \vould 11ot be ad111i t tecl to tl1e 1)ri\1ate 111eeti11g of tl1e societ)' 11or 
to t11e })Opt1Iar lo\1e-feasts. Tl1e class-ticket 'vas fa111iliar i11 ea1·l)' A111eri
ca11 l\1etl1odis111, also. 'i\T}1e11 i11 1784 l\1etl1odists '' 1ere 01·ga11ized a a 
chu1·cl1 1·ather tl1an a society, 110\\1ever, tJ1ere '''as an i11c1·easi11g te11
de11C)' 11ot to set st1·ict sta11dards for 111e111 l)ersl1ij)-Or at an)1 rate not to 
enfo1·ce tl1ose sta11dards. Tl1e class-ticket, tl1e S)'111 bol of 111en1bersl1i fJ, 
tl1erefo1·e di1ni11isl1ed in importa11ce, tl1ougl1 it li11gered 011 for i11a11)' 
years as a i11ea11s of scree11i11g tl1e lo''e-feasts fro111 disrui)ti\'e ele111e11ts
hence its A1nerican i1an1e of ''love-feast ticket." 1~l1e lo\1 e-feasts also, 
wl1icl1 du1·ing Asbury's da)' ''1ere })O})Ula1· features of 111ost gatl1erings 
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atte11ded b)' 1etl1odists &·0111 a 'vide area, gradual Iy fell i11to disrepai1·, 
ai1d 'vitl1 tl1e111 tl1e tickets tised for acl111i ttance. Jior ''1ell 0\1er a ce11
tUI]', tl1erefore, the class-ticket l1as been al1nost forgotten in America, 
as a rare 111useu111 })iece, and. e\ren tl1en u11der a 11a111e 'vl1ich obscures 
its origi11. 111 Britai11, 011 tl1e otl1er l1a11cl, it co11ti11ued to be of sucl1 
in11)01·ta11ce th1·ot1gl1out tl1e 11i11etee11t11 ce11tur)' tl1at n1a11y lo)1al ~letl1
odists 'rould sa\'e e\'el")' quarte1·l)1 class-ticket tl1ey re,cei\1ed, and at 
tl1eir deatl1 eitl1er ])equeatl1 tl1e1n to tl1eir heirs 01· 11a\re tl1em placed 
i11 tl1eir coffins-a ki11d of 1)aSSJ)Ort to l1ea\1en! Altl1ot1gl1 class-tickets 
l1a\1e bee11 so111e,vl1at under fire ''1itl1i11 rece11t )'ea1·s, and their disci
J)li11ar)1 \1al ue is 110,v al111os t 11 il, tl1e)' sti 11 1·e1nai11 i11 use. 

Otl1e1· custo111s, e\'e11ts, and perso11alities of ,early A1nerican ~1etl1
odism ca11 si111ilarly })e better understood by a11 acqt1ainta11ce '\7it11 
tra11satla11tic l\1etl1odis1n. '"' l1at I a111 tr)1i11g to do i11 t11is book is to 
bring to life so111e aspects of ea1·ly 1\1etl1odis111 i11 tl1is gi·eat c,ount111, 

a11d to do so es1)ecially i11 tl1e ligl1t tl1ro''' 11 b)' ,early 1\1etl1odis111 in tl1e 
British lsles. Tl1e \1olu1ne does 11ot set out to be a ''l1isto111'' of early 
A111erica11 1etl1odis111, but si1111)l)1 a11 exa111ination of son1e 1)erso11s, 
eve11ts, and e1111)l1ases 'vl1icl1 'vere i1n1)orta11t to its de\1elop111ent dt1r
i11g tl1e y,ears bet\\1ee11 the first co111i11g of Jol111 '\7esley to colo11ial 
A111erica a11d tl1e departure of Francis Asl)Ur)7 fro111 a 1natu1·i11g i11de
pende11t i1atio11 for a l1ea\'e111)7 reu11io11 '\1itl1 ''' esle)1-tl1e n1a11 'vho111 
al)0\1e e\1ery other lie see1ns to l1a\1e ad111ired a11d COJ)ied, tl1ougl1 ad
111iratio11 did 11ot al,va)'S 111ea11 agree111e11t, no i1101·e tl1a11 cop)'i11g i111
pl ied a11 a tle1111)t at sla,·isl1 re1)roductio11. 

Eacl1 cl1a1)ter ( excei)t tl1e 011e on tl1e £01·gotte11 ina11 ,of A.1nerican 
l\1ethodis111, Tho111as Cok,e) ,.vas origi11ally 1)re1)ared for sepa1·ate 1)1~e

se11tation as a })aper or publication i11 its o'vn rigl1t. Three ha,,e ne\1er 
lJee11 pu1)lisl1ed, l10,,·e,1e1·, a11d tl11·,ee l1a.\1e bee11 al111ost con1pletel)1 J·e
'''ritten i11 a1111)ler for1n. All l1ave bee11 i·e,rised, so111etin1es extensi,rel)', 
to })lay tl1ei1· })art i11 tl1is ' 'Ol t1111e, so tl1at i11 co111lJinatio11 tl1 'e)' do i11
deed cove1· i11uch of tl1e excite111e11t of tl1e pio11ee1·ing stor)' of earl)' 
A1nerica11 l\1etl1odis111. So111e sligl1t overlapping re1nains, for I fou11d 
it i1111)ossible to 1·e1110\1e all 1·e1)etitio11 excei)t at t}1e ,ex1)e11se of tl1e 
integrit)' of tl1e i11dividual cl1apters, tl1ougl1 to a\1oid serious 0\1er
lappi11g it did see111 desiral)}e to 0111it se\1,e1·al i)assages, as 'veil as t'~"o 

papers ,,·J1icl1 fitted tl1e t11e111e, one 011 ''Tl1e '\'esleys a11d A1nerica," 
a11d the otl1e1· 011 ''1'"'11e A111erica11izi11g of 1\1.ethodisr11." I l)eli,e,,e tl1at 
man)' ne\\' i11sigl1 ts are l1e1·e offered, 1)erl1a })S es1)ecially beca11se of 111y 
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own somewhat unusual status and background. I am an Englishman, 

whose major field of research and 'vriting over thirty-seven years has 

been British Methodist history, but 'vho during fifteen years' resi

dence in this country has sougl1t to familiarize himself 'vith tl1e figures 
and events and documents of early American l\1ethodist history. 

We look first at the Wesleys in Georgia, 'vhere much that later 
seemed unique in British Methodism was in fact the subject of ex
periment during a ministry fraught \vith error and fru tration, but 
by no means the dismal failure that it is sometimes made out to be. 
An attempt is then made to define ~1etl1odism, as a mo,ement, as a 
society, as a church, comparing tl1e \1ar}'ing progress made tl1rough 
these stages in Britain and in America, and dra'\ ing attention to the 
key role of 't\Tesley's pupil, colleague, and successor, George '\711ite
field, in bridging the 'vide gap between the embryo fethodism in 
Wesley's Georgia and the rise of Metl1odist societies fartl1er north a 
generation later. 'Ve tum tl1en to the lay pioneers of American Meth
odism, mostly imn1igrants from Ireland, but also some 'vho received 
their inspiration here, from \Vhitefield. Next follo,vs a biography of 
Captain Thomas Webb, 'vho more tl1an any other n1an brought en
couragement to these scattered groups, and fostered a sense of be
longing to something mucl1 larger tl1an any tin}' forgotten l1andful 
of spiritual survivors-or explorers-in a hostile en\1ironment. Then 
comes the documented story of how these pioneers appealed to \\7esley 
for help, and of Wesley's response in sending a succe sion of his ex
perienced itinerant preachers to organize American ~1ethodi m after 
the tried British patterns. From this \Ve tt1rn to tl1e real founder of 
A1nerican Methodism, Francis Asbury, one chapter being devoted to 
his years of training in England, and another to tl1e fulfilment of that 
training in America. We then study Tl1omas Coke-the first ~fethod
ist bishop. After looking mainly at people and events 've turn to the 
ideas which motivated those people, and see ho'v in doctrine as 'veil 
as in discipline the Methodist Episcopal Cl1urch 'vas founded solidly 
upon the teachings and publications of John Wesley. The closing chap
ter examines various essential features of early American ~1ethodism 
-piety, evangelism, worship, fello,vship, discipline, lay leadership, and 
community service-and adds a brief comment about the relevance of 
each for Methodism today. 

Clearly there are dangers in an attempt like this: the danger to 
which Englishmen are especialIy prone of assuming their O\vn obvious 
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rigl1t11ess; the da11ger ,of t1si11g E11gl isl1 'vorcls 'vi tl1 £tn Engl isl1 ra tl1er 
tl1a11 a11A111erican11ua11ce; tl1e ,da11ger of a11 a1Jp1·oacl1 to 11istol)r 'vl1icl1 
1night tt1r11 off nlore people t11a11 it tt1rns 011; a11cl I (lo i11deed realize 
also tl1at a little lear11i11g 111a)' be a da11gerot1s tl1i11g \Vl1en 11ot })ased 
u1)011 a Ii feti111e' s acqtiainta11ce '\1itl1 tl1e subject u11de1· re\1ie'v. Ne\1er
tl1el ess, tl1ot1g·l1 it \\70t1lcl l1a\1e bee11 foll)' fo1· 111e to 'ITite Sl1,cl1 a book 
,,r}1en I can1e to li\'e })er111a11entl)' in A111erica in 1960, ] be] ie\1e tl1at 
b)' 110,,r I kno\v })otl1 111)' 111erica11 f ethodist 11isto1·)' a11d Ill)' A111eri
ca11 l\letl1odist bretl1re11 far better, a11cl if Ill)' pt1l)lisl1ers are 1)re1)ared 
to 1nake tl1e ve11tt1re, ''Ba1·kus is 'villing! '' 

Perl1aps it \Vould be '"ell, l10,ve\1e1·, i11 01·de1· tl1at I do 11ot l1a\1e to 
111ake too l1ea\')' i11roads i11to tl1e capital of tl1e k110,v11 ge11erosity of 
Ill)' 111a11)' A111erica11 (1·ie11ds, tl1at I sl1ould ''co111e clea11'' about 111y 
a pproacl1 to l1isto1·ical ,,,1·i ti11g, 01· 1·atl1er to deli\reri11g l1isto1·ical 
addresses to de110111i 11atio11al at1cl iences '"i tl1 greatl)1 vaT)'i ng 1Jack
gi·ou11ds of l1istorical a'vare11ess. 111 t11is 1)urst1it I recog11ize i11 IIl)'Self 
111a11)' ele1ne11ts: tl1e researcl1 detecti\1e, e11jo)1i11g tl1e elusiv,e chase for 
tl1e sake of tl1e cl1ase; tl1e ea1·11est seeker after trutl1; t11e entertainer, 
stri\1i11g to select JJOi11ts a11d p1·ese11t tl1ose points i11 st1c}1 a ''ray as 'vill 
n1ost interest l1eare1· 01· reader, ai1d perl1aps e\1e11 111erit tl1e occasio11al 
ap1)reciatio11 of a l1aI)IJ)' 1)I1rase, tl1e cl1 t1ckle at a tot1cl1 of l1t1111or. 
'l\' l1at '"ill also so111eti111es be see11, l1o'''e\1er-a11d tl1is i11 gen,eral '"ill 
11ot be so 'velco111e to tl1e JJrofessio11al J1istoria11, 11or to 111e JJersonally 
'vl1e11 "\\1riti11g for the ge11e1·al JJLI blic ratl1er tl1<111 s1)eaki11g to fello''' 

1etl1odists-is tl1e fact that I a1n a preacl1er, seeki11g 11ot 011ly a11 u11
derstandi11g of tl1e l1uma11 situatio11 i11 l1istor)', ])ut also tl1e bea1·i11g 
of tl1at u11dersta11di 11g llpo11 tl1e 11u 1na11 s i tuatio11 tocla)'. l "' l1is is es1)e
ciall )' trt1e i11 the fi11al cl1a})ter, 'vl1icl1 111a)' be co11sidered tJ1e l10111iletic 
a1)1)lication of tl1e }Jrecedi11g 11isto1·ical researcl1-and i11ay tl1e1·efo1·e l)e 
skipped l))' t11e true-blue dyed-i11-tl1e-,vool 1)rofessio11al l1istoria11. 

Those "\\1l10 seek ''so·aigl1t" 11istor)' 011ly, therefore, n1ay not fi11d it 
l1ere-tho11gl1 I l1a\1e a sneaki11g suspici,011 tl1at completely i1111Ja1·tial 
l1isto11', u11colo1·ed b)' eitl1er p1·ejudice or pt11·1)ose i11 tl1eir 111ost JJastel 

sl1ades, is 110,vl1ere to be fou11d, a11d if disco,1e1·ed ''rould 1)1·obably 
()fO\'e extre111el)' clull reading. I n1t1st clai111, l10,ve\1er, tl1at 111y desi1·e 
to e11tertain or to exl1ort 11ever consciously i11te1·fe1·es '\1itl1 my cle

ter111i11ation to fi11d a11d l1011estl)' to present 'vl1at I co11ceive to be tl1e 

trutl1. 1'1)' state111e11ts of fact are aJ,va)'S based 011 careful researcl1, 

nor111all)1 

'\
1 itl1 pri111ar)1 sources, a11d usual!)' docu1ne11ted so t11at tl1e 
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curious reader 111ay follo,\1 Ill)' tracks. A n1ere l1)'potl1esis is 11e\1er dis
guisecl as a dog111a, but is i11trod11ced 'vitl1 a ''1)rolJalJl)1" or a "i)er
l1aps." Tot, alas! tl1at e\ er)' state111e11t ,,1J1ich I l1ere set do,,11 as a fact 
\vill 11ecessarily rc111ai11 sucl1 in a ce11tur)1's ti111e. I ''rrite i11 tl1e light 
of a\railable e\1ide11ce, and 'vitl1 a realizatio11 of Ill)' 0'\11 fallibilit), a11d 
''

1ot1ld i11deed lJe grateful if r11anifest errors 'vere })Oi11 ted out, tl1ough 
I l101)e and })elie\re that t11e)1 are fe\\1 As 11i11ted earlier, tl1e book l1as• 

a11 u11derl)1ing tl1e111e 'vl1icl1 l1as u11dou btedl)1 colo1·ed Ill) a f)})I~oacl1, 

tl1ougl1 I hope 11ot distorted Ill)' i11ter1)retatio11 of tl1e e\ e11t , 11a111el)1 

a 1co11viction of tl1e esse11tial 011e11ess of earl)' Britisl1 a11d 1nerica11 
•1etl1odis111 fro1ll '"'esley to Asbu111 It '''ould i11deed pro\re a11 i111

111ense sou1·ce of jO)' to 111e if 111)' ''1ork hel})ed to ft11·tl1er transatla11tic 
u11dersta11di11g, \·vl1icl1 is at least 011e itllj)Orta11t ele111e11t i11 for,vard
ing tl1e ain1 of tl1e '\'orld i\Ietl1odi t Cou11cil to 111ake full)' trt1e 011ce 
i11ore tl1e 'vords of J01111 '"'esle)' J1i111self-''l~l1e :.\1.etl1odi ts are 011e 
peo1)Ie i11 all t11e '''orld." 1 

Duke Uriiversit)', JJ111·/2ar11, "f\Tortli Caroli11a FRANK BAKER 

T lia1iJisgivi11g, 1·975 

1. Letter to Ezekiel Cooper in Philadelphia, Feb. 1, 1791, 01 iginal at Ganett 1"'heo
logical Sen1inary, E\ ans Lon, Jllinois. 
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1. THE vVESLEYS IN GEORGIA 


C,ontrar)' to ''rl1a t son1e l1a\'C clain1ed I belie\'e lJoth tl1at Georgia 
meant mucl1 to tl1e ''\Tesleys a11d tl1e '\7esle)1S to Georgia. ...-l-.l1eir brief 
pioneeri11g mission ca11 in one se11se l)e dis1nissed as a failure, but it 
1-vas by no 1neans a co1111)lete failure, and i11 it 'vere 111atl)' ele111e11ts of 
success-st1ccess })oth i1n111ediate and 011 tl1e SJ)Ot, and also tl1e seeds 

of the i1n111ense ''1orld,vide success 'vhicl1 e\1e11tually ca111e to tl1e leth
odist 1no\1e1nent. Ft1ll)' to 1·ealize botl1 failu1·e ai1d success 've 111L1st dig 
belo'v surface a1)1Jearances a11d exercise l1istorical i1nagi11atio11-a11d 
botl1 are difficult. 

As Oxford t1ndergraduates 11eitJ1er ,Jol1n 1101· Cl1arles \l\Tesley see111s 
to l1a\1e botl1ered l1is l1ead n1ucl1 abot1t A111erica. T11e)' ca1ne ,ot1t as 
missionaries aln1ost on t11e spu1· of tl1e 1110111e11t, a11d duri11g a co1n
paratively brief sta)' tl1ey botl1 st1ffered severe l1ardsl1ip a11d disa1)
point111e11t. )~et stra11gely e11ot1gl1 })otl1 pla1111ed to retur11, a11d to tl1eir 
d)1ing day botl1 retai11ed a deep affectio11 for A111erica a11d its 1)eOJ)le. 
At least a s1nall 111east1re of tl1e 1)l1eno1ne11al gro,vtl1 of 1\1etl1odis1n i11 
the U.S.A., and tl1erefore i11 tl1e 'vorld at ]arg·e, ca11 })e traced to tl1is 
affectio11, '''l1ile tl1e disti11cti\1e qt1alit)' of A111erica11 1et11oclis1n is i11 
tu1·11 indebtecl to A1nerica11 afiectio11 for "~1r. '\Tesley." T11e 'i\Tesle)1s' 
mental 1)ictu1·es of A111erica ''1ere a],,ra)'S colo1·ed 1))' 'vl1at t11ey }Je1·
so11ally experienced ii1 tl1e 11e,,1l)1 fou11ded colo11)' of Georgia, 'vl1e1~e 
tl1ey spe11t 111ost of tl1eir ti111e, or in Sc)t1tl1 Caroli11a's }Jroud C11arles
to11, tl1ougl1 Cha1·les ''' esle)' also s1)e11t a 111011tl1 i11 13osto11 e11 1·ol1te to 
E11gla11d. 

It ma)' l)e clai1ned tl1at tl1e Blacks 'vere i11clirectly i·espo11silJ]e for 
bringing tl1e '"'esle)rs to n1erica. 111 i 730, a }'ear afte1· tl1e fo1·111atio11 

of the 1-Iol)r Clt1b in Oxfo1·d, a grot1p of Lo11do11 1)l1ila11tl1ro1)ists '\Vere 

po11de1·i11g a 'Va)' of utilizi11g £1000 lJeqt1eatl1ed i11 trt1st for tl1e }Jt1r

pose of con\1erting Tegroes.1 Tile)' decided to seek i11ore funds, a11d 

Delivered before tl1e South Georgia Annual Conference of chc Uniced 1ethodist Church, 
June 5, 1972, and before the North Georgia Annual Conference, June 19, 1972. I~irst 
published in Historical Highlights, JI, No. 1 Qune, i 972), 6-13, by lhe Co1nn1ission on 
Arcl1ives and History, South Georgia Conference, the United l\1ethodist Church. 

i. Leslie F. Church, Oglethorpe: A Stud)' of Philanthropy in England and Georgia, 
pp. 47-51: cf. John \\7esley, Journal, Standard Edition, ed. Cur11ock (hencefortl1 "''\'esley, 
Journal"), \ 1III, 287. 



to ,expa11d tl1e trust i11to a scl1e111e to 11el1) alJlebodied a11d i11dustrious 
JJ001· j)COJJle to re1110\·e tl1e111sel\1es fr.0111 debtors' 1)riso11s a11d tl1e 
cl1arit)' 1·0Ils i11 orde1~ to set Uj) i11 a 11e'v ,cou11try-,,·}1'ere tl1ey 111igl1t 
i11cide11tall)' fu1·11isl1 a lJuffer bet,\1een t11e Caroli11as 011 t11e 011e l1a11d 
a11d t11e S1)a11isl1 a11d tl1e India11s 011 tl1e otl1er. 111 i 732 l(i11g George II 
g1·a11 ted a cl1a1·te1· to tl1is projected i1·e\v colo11)1

, \vl1icl1 ,,·as lo)1ally 
11a111ed after l1in1, ''Georgia." 1..J1e first grou1) of settle1·s, i11cludi11g a. 
111i11ister SJ)011so1·ed b)' t11e Societ)' £01· tl1e J>ropagatio11 of t11e 'Gospel, 
'''as take11 O\'er tl1at )'ea1· lJ)' J a111es Ogletl1or1)e, a11d arri\1ed at Cl1arles
to11, Sot1tJ1 Ca1·0Ii11a, i11 Ja11uary 1733. Soo11 tlJ.e)' \\1Cre at '''ork build
ing the first to,v11, Sa\1a1111al1, \\1l1icl1 b)' tl1at su111111er 11u1nbered fort)' 
l1ouses. Ogletl1ori)e i11a11aged to i11ake frie11ds of tl1e local 111dia11s, 
'vitl1 '''ho111 l1e e11tered i11to a treat)'· '\7}1e11 11e retur11ed to ]~11gla11d 
i11 i 734 11e })rougl1t \Vitl1 l1i111 tl1e cl1ief, 1..0111ocl1icl1i, a11d 111e111be1·s of 
11 is fa111il )'.2 

Sa111u el '''esle)', tl1e i··ecto1· of l~J)'\'Ortl1, greatl)' ad111ired tl1e pl1ilan
tl1ro1)ist's \\'Ork, a11d told l1i1r1 so. l~or 11is 1)art Ogletl1or1)e sulJscril)e,d 
to '"'esle)1's 111assi,1e to111e 011 JolJ.3 10gletl1or1Je \Va ,es1)eciall)' frie11dl)' 
\vitl1 '''esle)''s eldest son, a11otl1e1~ Sa111uel, 'vl10 JJU blisl1ed se\1eral 
j)Oe111s praisi11g l1is \\Tork botl1 i11 1)1·iso11 refo1·111 a11d i11 tl1e esta b
lis11111e11t of t11e ne\v ,colo11)'· 1-J,e also raised su ])scri1)tio11s for tl1e ''e11
ture a11d 'vas res1)011sible fo1· secu1·i11g t11e sil\1c1· cl1alice used i11 tl1e 
cl1urcl1 i11 Sa\1a1111al1:~ It ina)' \1ery ''1ell l1a\1e bee11 Sa111uel '\'esley 
ju11ior \vl10 st1ggested l1is )'Ot111ger 1Jrotl1ers as possible re1)Iacc111e11ts 
for tl1e first 111issio11ar)', Sa11111el Qui11ce)', \vl10 })1"0\'ed unsatisfacto1·)'· 

Jolin 'i\Tesle)1's Oxford frie11d J)r. Jol111 Burto11, Fello\v of Corpus 
Ch1·isti College, 011e of tl1e origi11al Georgia TrL1stees, see111s to l1a\1e 
1Jee11 "co1n111issio11ed" (tl1e ,,vord is 11is) to e11list tl1e I-Iol)' Clttl) for 
tl1e Georgia e11te1·1)rise.5 He arra11ged fo1· '!\'esley to 111eet Ogletl101·pe 
i11 August, 1735, a11d follo'''ed tl1is up 'vitl1 se\1eral letters.6 '\'l1en John 
'i\Tesle)' asked 11is 111otl1er ,vJ1,etl1er sl1e 'vot1ld lJe })repared to lose 
Cl1a1·Jes a11d l1ir11sel{ to Ar11erica sl1e 1·e1)lied: ''Had I t've11t)' so11s I 
sl1ould 1·ejoice t11a t tl1ey \\'ere al 1 so e111J)l0)1ed, tl1ot1gl1 I sl1ould 11e\'er 
see the111 i11ore." 7 Tl1e 111Jsl1ot \Vas tJ1at four i11e111bers of tl1e Holy 

2. Church, OJ>. cit., pp. 51-140. 
3. Luke 1"yerman, 1"he J~ife a11d Ti111es of the J?ev. Sa1nuel l!J'esley, pp. 425-7. 
4. '\1esley, journal, J!JJI, 283. 
5· John S. Simon, John Ji'esley and the Religious Societies, pp. 110-12; cf. '''esley, 

journal, \TJJI, 285. 
6. Sitnon, op. cit., pp. 110-12; cf. \\'esley, Journal, VIII, 285-91. 
7. llenry l\1oorc, The J... ife of the Rev. John lJ'esle)', I, 234. 



5 THE \l\1ESI..E11S I 1 GEORGIA 

Club agreecl to g·o ,out to Georgia as a 111issio11ar)' tea111 l111der tl1e 
leadcrsl1ip of Jol111 \\1esle)', at first to 'vork togetl1er i11 Sa\'a1'111al1, a11d 
tl1e11 to s1)read ot1 t to diffe1·e11 t tasks. Cl1a1·les '\Tcsle)', tl1ot1gl1 ofl1ciall y 
aj)poi11 ted '' ecretar)' £01· I11dia11 Affairs," ser\·ed as a ki11d of 1)ri\1ate 
secretar)' to Ogletl1or1Je-tl1ougl1 11ot a \1er)' good 011e. 111 orde1· tl1at 11e 
too 111igl1t sl1a1·e 111ore ft1ll)' i11tl1e1)astoral c>\1ersigl1t of tl1e colo11y l1e 
1\'as persuaded to e11ter I-Iol)' Orders sl1ortl)1 lJefore e111lJarki11g. 

GEORGIA IN 1736 

It is e11or111ot1Sl)1 diffict1]t for t1s to }Jut ourse],res in tl1e f)L1ckled 
sl1oes a11d k11eel)1·eccl1es of t l1ese t'\'O )'01111g cle1·g)·111e11 a11d tl1ei1· still 
)'OU11ger co1111Ja11io11s, tl1e Ile\'. Be11ja111i11 I11gl1a111 a11d tl1e suga1· 111e1~
cl1a11t Cl1arles l)ela111otte, as 011 FelJruar)' 6, 1736, tl1ey set foot on 
A111e1·ica11 soil-011 Cocks1)ur Isla11d 11ear '''l1ere Fort Pt1laski 110,v 
stands-a11d g·ai11ed t11eir first i1111)ressio11s of tl1e 111arsl1es, t11e s'va1n1Js, 
t11e 1)i11e 1Ja1·re11s, a11d 'vl1at Cl1arles \\'esle)' calls tl1e "\rast i1111)er\1ious 
fo1·ests'' 8 of Georgia. N 01· is it easy to i111agi11e t11e i11a1111er of tl1eir 
co111i11g, b)' till)' saili11g ])oat duri11g a \'O)'age of 0\1e1· tl1rec 111011ths; 
11or of tl1ei1· jour11e)1i11g around Geo1·gia, 011 foot, 011 l1orsel)ack, 01· i11 
flat-botto111ed })oat. 

OJ) to I i33 tl1e 0111)' i11l1al)ita11ts of tl1is l1t1ge 'vilder11ess '''ere a fe,\r 
tribes of l11dia11s a11d a11 occasio11al I11dia11 t1·ader or ru11a,va)' sla\'e 
fro111 Soutl1 Caroli11a. In 1736 tl1e 0111)1 clear ])ou11dar)' 1vas tl1e At
la11tic 011 tl1e east, alo11g \vhicl1 Ogletl101·1Je 11ad }Jurcl1ased a six-111ile 
striJJ fl·on1 tl1e J11dia11s. J-Ie1·e a l1a11dful of: ' 'illages a11d pla11tatio11s 
1vere stru11g tog·etl1er ''ritl1 t11e 0111)' to1v11, Sa\ra1111al1, b)' a lace\\'Ork of 
''rater'''a)'S, tl1ot1gl1 Og·Ietl1or1)e did tr)', u11succe sfully, to lJuild a11 
arterial 1·oad. 1.,11e 0111)1 penetratio11 i11la11d 1vas alo11g tl1e lli,rer Sa\1a11
11al1, to tl1e s,,,iss t01\7I1ship of: Jlur)'Sburg a11d tl1e i1eigl1l)o1·i11g Salz
burge1· settle111e11t of Ne'\' l~l)e11ezer, al)out t're11t)1 111iles 11ortl1 of 
Sa\1a1111al1. Atla11 ta a11d l\ Iaco11 1vere i1ot drea111ed of, a11d ugtista, a 
l1t111dred a11d fift)' 111i] es 11ortl1 of Sa\1a1111al1, 1vas a 111ere })lot of la11d 
\Vi th 110 l1ouses-11ot e\1e11 tl1e fort l1ad )''et bee11 built. 

B)1 1736 Sa\1a1111al1 itself co11tai11ed abo11t t\\ o l1u11dred l1ouses a11d 
se\1e11 l1undred i11l1abitants. Jol111 \\Tesle)' fou11d a i11i11ister's l1ouse 
read)' for 11i111. Cl1arles \Vesle)' '''as not so fo1·tt111ate i11 l:;-rederica, a 

garriso11 t01\'Il 1Jei11g l)uilt as a11 out})OSt c:tgai11st tl1e S1)at1isl1. 1-Je '''as 

8. Frank Baker, Charles lJ' esle)' as Revealed b)' his Letters, p. 23. 
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not 011ly the first 111inister t11ere but ,one of tl1e \ 1e171 first batcl1 of 

about a 11undred and t'''e11t)1 people to lay it out, 1nea11ti111e slee1)i11g 
in a boat, a tent, or a l1ut-plaguecl b)' sa11dfties '\1l1e1·e\1er l1e 'vas. 

England 1\1as flooded '\1ith ro111a11tic literature a})out Georgia, tl1e 
latest-and last-I~ritisl1 colo11)1 i11 Nortl1 A111e1·ica, but actual co11di
tio11s 'vere grin1. Tl1e ideal is111 of tl1e cl1aritable founders, i11 seeki11g 
to 11el1J l1nst1ccessft1l debtors fi11d a 11e,\1 start, ser\1ed to cut its o'v11 
tl1roat. Al tl1ot1gl1 tl1e settlers se11t over at tl1e cost of t11e Georgia 
T1·ustees \Vere l1a11dpicked, tl1e)' '\rere after all 111ostl)' i11isfits, t11ose 
,v}10 }1ad failed to n1ake a li\1i11g i11 E11gla11d, bt1t '\'ere 110,v ex1)ected 
to be successful unde1· far J1arsl1er co11cli tio11s. 101· did tl1e SLtb idized 
i11dustries of silk a11d \vi11e 1)rO\'e 1)1·acticable fo1· tl1e111. 011 tl1e otl1er 
}1a11d tl1e large p1·01)ortio11 of 11101·e affiuent freel1olders \\1110 Jlaid t11eir 
O\Vll j)assage out-a tl1ousa11d d uri11g· t11'e first te11 )'ears agai11st eigl1
tee11 11L111drecl se11t b)' tl1e cl1arit)19 -ser\1ed to aggi·a\1ate the situatio11, 
111aking a cli\1ision 1Jet,\1ee11 ricl1 a11cl poor, so tl1at Oglet11or1)e co111
j)lained to tl1e Trustees, ''tl1e J)C<)j)le \vl10 co111e at tl1eir o'v11 cl1arge 
Ji,,e i11 a 111a1111er tco ex1)e11si\'e." 10 l ..l10111as Causto11, tl1e storekee1)er 
ai1d cl1ief 1nagistrate at Sa\1a1111al1, pro,red to be a ·t)rra11t and a S\vin
dler. A bitter t1·ade '\1a1· de,1eloped 'vitl1 Soutl1 Caroli11a, as \\Tell as 
j)Olitical i-i,ralries a11d dee1)seated 1)erso11al a11in1osities i11 a\ra1111al1 
itself. Added to tl1is '\ras tl1e confusio11 of tongues a11d of i·eligio11s. 
E\1e11 £1·0111 13ritai11 tl1e 110111i11al A11glica11s 'vitl1 tl1eir Cock11e)r back

grou11d ''1ould certainl)' fi11d it alinost i1111)ossible to u11dcrsta11d eitl1er 
tl1e dialect 01· tl1e 1)oi11t of , ,ie'v of t11e 11arsh Pres]))' teria11s fro111 t11e 
11igl1lands of Scotla11d; ai1d '\1 it]1 tl1ese '\1ere 111i11gled grOUJ)S of F1·encl1 
I-l t1gu.e11ots, Ger111a11 Lt1tl1era11s, i\1ora\1ia11s, a fe,v Portugt1ese, Ital
ia11s, a11d Dutch, a11d e\1e11 so111e Je'vs-a l)e,vildering i11ixture for a 
colon)' \vl1icl1 still nu1nl)ered fe,\·er tl1an t\VO thousand 'vl1e11 J01111 

'i\Tcsle)1 le£t i11 i737l 

THE YOUNG l\1ISSIONAlllES 

Undoubtedl)1 tl1e 'i\Tesle)'S 'vere 11ot tl1e ideal me11 for tl1is \1e1·)1 

unideal pio11eering situatio11. TJ1e 1na1·\1el is, l10,\1e\·er, tl1at tl1ey did 
SO \Ve}). 

9. E. ~1erton Coulter and Albert B. Saye, eds., A List of the Early Settlers of Georgia, 
p. x. 

10. Public Records Office, London, C.O. 5 / 639, p. 336, Feb. 13, i735/ 6, in Cha1lcs 
'\Tesley's hand. 



'I.I-IE \\TESLE'l'S IN GEOllGIA 7 

Jol1n "\t\Tesley 'vas .a inan approaching tl1irt)1-tl1re.e 'vl1e11 lie set foot 
in Georgia, Cl1arles just tt1rn ed t\\1 e11ty-eigl1t. })otl1 ,,,rere slim a11d 
small i11 statt1re: J ·ol111 'vas 5 feet 3 in.cl1es tall a11d 'veigl1ed i 2 2 JJOu11ds 
ii1 his later )1ears; 11 Cl1arles ''1as 110 taller, tl1ougl1 u11like John 11e 
tt1rned portl)1 ii1 old age. ~J01111 'vas an 011111i\1orot1s scl1ola1·, a kee11 and 
logical tl1inker, a })orn orga11 izer, a11cl a11 orclai11ed clerg)1111an of ten 
)'ears' standing. Cl1a1·les lea11ed l1eavil)1 011 l1is })rotl1er, 1)a1·tl)1 because 
he 'vas so int1cl1 older, i)artl)' because of 11is su}Jerio1· gifts of leader
sl1ip, partl)' })ecat1se Cl1arles l1i 111self s11fferecl fro111 tl1e u J)S a11cl do,~1 11s 

of a fiery artistic te111perarn·e11t. At tl1is ti111e botl1 ''ye1·e i11 tl1e inidst of 
'vhat 've 111ight call ide11tit)' crises, botl1 seeki11g tl1e 1)erfect lif:e of 
religion }))' e\1er-i11creasi11g sel f-disci})line i11 de\1otio11al 1)ractices, i11 
der1)1ing tl1e111sel\1es 111ost })odil)' con1forts, i11 ser\1ice to tl1e 11eed)1 A11d• 

)'et tl1ese 1)astors lvl101n otl1ers accou11ted sai11ts k11e''' tl1at tl1eir 0\\111 
religion lacked so111etl1ing \1ital. 

This is 'vl1at .Jol111 ' \Tesle)' 111ea11t 'vl1e11 he told Dr. LJol111 Burto11 
about l1is reaso11s for con1i11g to ·Georgia: ''l\1)' cl1ief: 111oti\1e, to 'vl1icl1 
all tl1e rest are sul)ordinate, is the l101)e of sa\1i11g Ill)' ·O\Vtl soul. I 11ope 
to lea1·11 tl1e true se11se of tl1e gospel of Cl1rist by 1)r·eacl1i11g it to tl1e 
l1eatl1e11." Let us 11ot 0\1erl ·ook 11is seco11d avo,vecl i11oti\1e, J10'\\1e\1er
''to impart to the111 ''111at I l1ave recei\red, a sa\ri11g k110,vledge of tl1e 
gospel of: Cl1rist." Here is absolute l1011est)1

: 11e k110,vs l1i111sel£ called 
to be a11 e\1angelist, lJut before l1e ca11 ])reacl1 11is 111essage 1vitl1 co11
\1iction 11e 1nust k11o'v fro111 1)erso11al ex1Jerie11c·e tl1at 'vl1at l1e offers 
is indeed tl1e ge11ui11e gos1)el of Cl11·ist. Georgia '''as to be l1is testi11g
grou11d, ,,rl1ere l1e lJelie\1ed t11e l11dia11s to be tl1e 11olJle sa\1ages later 
idealized b)' J ea11 .Jacqlies Jlousseati. aid \\Tes] C)' : ''l"'Jie)' a re as Ii ttl e 
cl1ildre11, l1u1nble, \villi11g to lear11, a11d eager to do tl1e ''rill of God, 
ai1d co11sequentl)1 tl1e)' sl1all k110'\' of e\1er)1 doctri11e I j)reacl1 \vl1etl1er 
it lJe of God." 12 

Cl1arles '''as al111ost eq11all)' idealistic and de\'Oted to God, tl1oug·l1 
it ,,·as 0111)1 rel11cta11tl)1 tl1at l1e J1ad agTeed to 01·di11atio11 just befo14 e 
t11e)1 set sail in order t11at he 111igl1t better assist l1is brotl1e1·'s 111issio11. 
On the Simnio11cls lie transcril)ecl so111e of Jol111's ser111011s so tl1at l1e 
could preacl1 tl1e111 })oth on sl1i j)board a11d i11 Georgia. 13 011 tl1e tl1resl1
old of tl1e 1e,,1 "\ \Torld 11is lack of spi1·itual certai11t)1 1)lu11ged l1i111 to 

11. '\Tcsley, journal, \TJ, 462, \ ' 11, 461n. 
12. ]bid., \TJJI, 289--go. 
13. Proceedings of the Jl'esley Iiistorical Society (l1enceforth l~'HS), XXX\' 11 (Feb., 

19jo), 113. 
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greater de1)tl1s of self-des1)air tl1a11 ] ol111's, a11d 011 t11e da)' tl1ey first 
a11cl1ored i11 tl1e l~i,1e1· Sa\7an11al1 he 'vrote back l1on1e: "111 \1ai11 l1a\1e 
I fled f1·01n ffi)'Self to Ainerica.... If I l1a\1e i1e,·e1· )'et l·epe11ted of 111y 
u11dertaking, it is because I could J101)e for notl1i11g l)etter i11 E11gla11d 
-or J)aradise. Go '\\1l1ere I 'vill, I carr)' 111)' l1ell abot1t 1ne.'' \ ' et 11is 
ti·t1ly 1)astoral 11eart sl1i11es fort.11 fro111 t11at san1e letter: "Gi\1e God 
)'Our J1ea1~ts; lo\1e 11i1n \Vitl1 all )'Our souls; ser\'e }1i1n '\Vitl1 all )'Our 
stre11gtl1 .... Let God ])e )'Ou1· ai111, a11d God 0111)11 ••• To lo,·e 1God, 
and to be belo\red of 11i111, is e11ougl1." 14 

l "'HE ~f ISSION TO THE INDIANS 

T11e 111ission to tl1e I11dia11s did i1ot \\1ork out as tl1e '"' esle)'S 11ad 
l101)ed. 111 l~rederica CJ1a1·Ies see111s to l1a\1e l1ad little 1)erso11al co11tact 
'vitl1 tl1e1n, thougl1 as Secretar)' for I11dia11 Affairs l1e spe11 t i11ucl1 of 
11is ti111e isst1i11g lice11ses to 111clia11 traders, es1Jeciall)1 dt11·i11g l1is brief 
later sta)' i11 Sa\ra11nal1. J01111 fou11d 11is 11a11ds full \vitl1 t11e 111a11y a11d 
\raried 1)roblen1s of l1is duties as 111i11iste1· o( Sa\1a1111al1, 111eeti11g \Vit11 
sucl1 success tl1at Oglet11or1)e tried to l1old l1i111 back fro1n tl1e I11dia11s. 
Jn Jul)', 1736, Ogletl1orpe 1·e1)01·ted to tl1e Trustees: "1""11e cl1a11ge 
since tl1e a1·1~i\1al of t11e 111issio11 is \'CT)' visible 'vitl1 l·es1)ect to tl1e i11
o ·ease of i11dustry, lo\1e, a11d Cl1ristia11 cl1arit}'· ... But 011 tl1eir 1·e
ID0\1al to the I11dia11s \\Te sl1all lJe left e11tirel)1 destitute, a11d t11e f)COJ)le 
by a i·ela1)se if j)Ossible \Vorse tl1a11 before." 15 Nor 've1·e t11e I11clia11s as 
recepti\1e to 11e'v ideas as 'i\' esle)' l1ad belie\1ed, t11ougl1 l1e \Vas i1n
pressed b)' t11e CJ1ickasa\\1S, ai1cl ])la1111ed to lear11 tl1eir la11g·uage. I-Ie 
sent to tl1e 1)restig·ious G er1.tle1nari' s l\IJ'agazi11e a11 accou11 t of a11 i11ter
\rie\v \\1i t11 fi ' 'e Cl1ickasa\VS 011 July 2 o, i 736, i11 '\vl1icl1 l1e fa i t11f11l l )' l·e
corded tl1eir i·eligious ' 'ie'\TS. 1 ""11is \\Tas ]Jri11ted \Vitl1 a11 i11trodt1ctio11 
poi11ti11g out '',vl1at a dee1) ai1d l1alJitual se11se of a di\1i11e JJl"0\1ide11ce is 
i111y)ri11ted 011 t11e 111i11ds of t11ose ig11ora11t l1eatl1e11s, a11d 110'\v excel
le11tl)' t11C)' are p1·epared to recei,,e the gospel." 16 B)' tl1e ti111e it 
\Vas fJt1l)lisl1ed, 110,ve\rer, a1111ost a )'ear later, '"'esle)' l1ad beco111e 
tl1orougl1l)1 f:rust1·ated a11d disillusio11ed about tl1e I11dia11s i11 ge11e1·al. 
1-Iis atte1111)tS to con\1ert Ton1ocl1icl1i ,,·ere met \\1itl1 a 1)1·oud reft1sal 

14 . l bid ., XX\' Qune, 1915), 17- 20, (Se1>t., 1916), g7- 102 . 

15. Public Records Office, London, C.O. 5 / 636, p. 353, July 26, 1736, in Charles \\1es· 
ley's hand. 

16. The Gen tle1nan's /\1agazine, \ ' II (~1ay, 1737), 318-19. 
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('•lhicl1 re111ai11ed, 110,,1e\'e1-, 011e of '\7esle)''s c11ief 'vea1Jo11s ag·ai11st 
merely n,0111i11al Cl1ristia11it)') : "'\711)', tl1e e are C11ristia11s at Sa\1a11
11al1 ! 1 "'11ose are Cl1ristiar1s a.t l~re,derica! Cl1ristia11s drt111kl Cl1risLia11s 
beat 111e11! Cl1ristiar1s tell lies! ~fe 110 Cl11-istia11." 17 Tl1us relJuffed, 
\Vesley 've11t £1·0111 011e extre111e of nal\1ete to tl1e otl1er, acce1Jti11g 
as trutl1 111a11y of tl1e e\1il rt1n1,ors tl1at 11e l1eard, ai1d 1·e1)orti11g to 
tl1e Truste,es: "Tl1ey a1·e all, exceiJt }Jerl1a1Js tl1e Cl1octa,,1s, glutto11s, 
drt111kards, tl1ic\res, disse111l)]ers, liars. 1"'11'e)' are iin1Jlacable, u11111erci
ft1l; 111u1·derers of fatl1ers, 111urderers of 111otl1ers, 111urderers of tl1eir 
0'\111 cl1ildre11.... \!\T}1oredo111 tile)' accou11t 110 cri i11e...." 18 

It ,,,as left to tl1eir 111i11isterial co1111)a11ior1 a11d fello''' Oxford l\fetl1
odist, t've11ty-tl1ree-)1ea1·-0Id Be11ja111i11 l11gl1a111, to kee1) tl1e I11dia11 
\ 1e11ture ali\1e. He li\red for 111aI1)' i11011tl1s a1no11g tl1e ) 'a111ac1·alvs, at 
~1l1sgro\re's tradi11g })Ost, lJeca111e reaso11a1Jl )' JJroficie11 t i11 tl1eir la11
guage a11d custo111s, a11d (e11coL1rag·ed b)' 1""'0111ocl1icl1i) ra11 a scl1ool for 
tl1eir cl1ildre11. Tl1is faded ot1t, l1o'''e\rer, i11 Fel)ruar)', i 737, ,v}1e11 }1e 
left fo1· E11g·la11d to seek re1)lace111e11ts, 11or clid l1is i11te11tio11 of 1·e
tu1·11i11g n1aterialize.19 All tl1i11gs co11sid,ered tl1e I11dia11 111issio11 111ust 
})e adjudged a failure. Yet its i11flue11ce re111ai11ecl ''1 itl1 Jol111 \\7esle)' 
to the e11d of l1is life, a11d l1i ser111011s a11d otl1e1· 'vriti11gs freque11tly 
dre'v lIJJ011 illustratio11s-L1st1all)1 fa,roralJle-f~·o111 India11 culture. 

PAS'"I'ORAI.. SUCCESS A TD FAILUllE 

Tl1e 'i\Tesle)1S' 'vork a111ong t11e ,v}1ites see111ed at first i11ore 1)ro111is
ing. Ogletl1or1)e 'visel)' '\1ar11ed tl1e brotl1ers agai11st a SUJJerficial e1110
tio11al a1J1)roacl1, ad\1isi11g· tl1e111 to "l)e,vare of log·l1ouse co11\rerts.'' 20 

17. Charles C. Jones, 1-Jistorical Sketcl1 of T orno-Chi-Chi, f>. 103. Jones cites no au
thority, but a1JIJarently derived the quotation fron1 Robert '\Tright, A ft1cnzoir of Gen
eral ]a1nes Oglethorpe, p. 183. \Vright sin1ilarly cites no authority, but aJ>pcars to have 
combined for greater dran1atic force t'\"O quotations f1om 1 'haddacu s ~1ason J-l arris, 
Biographical 1'1ernorials of ]a111es Oglethorpe, p. 164. 1..hese t\\'O sta tcn1en ts in l heir 
turn (chough J-la1ris like'\'ise cites no source) deri\'e (a) £10111 '\'esley's scrn1on, "Tl1e 
~1ystery of Iniquity," §32, "\\1hy, these are <-:hristians at Sa\'annahl 1..hcsc are Christians 
at F1ederica," and (b) from A Fa1·ther AjJpeal to ft1e11 of J?eason a11d l?eligio7l, J>t. I, 
\ 'II .4, '\'here \\·esley s1>caks of "the 'cry sa' ages in the Indian \\'Oods" er} ing out, "Chris
tian 1nuch drunk; Christian beat n1en; Christian tell lies; devil Christiani f\fe no 
Christiani" 

18. 'Vesley, journal, I , 4oj. Cf. J. Ralph Randolph, "John \ 1\'csley and the An1e1ican 
Indian: A Study i11 Disillusio111nent," pp. 3-11. 

19. Church, op. cit., pp. 246-9. 
20. Baker, Charles Ji' esley, J>. 24. 
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Botl1 thre'v tl1emsel\1es i11to stead}' pastoral 'vork and found i11 it great 
promise and ft1lfil1nent. \\'l1er1 Cl1arles \Vesley arri,red in Frederica 
to ser\'e tl1e ''fift}1 poor fa1nilies" tl1ere l1is depressio11 lifted, a11d 11e 
\\

1 rote in 11is ]01ir1,zal: "Tt1esday, ~farcl1 g. Al)out t11ree i11 the after
noon I fi1'St set foot on St. Sirnon's Islancl, and i1nmediatel}' n1y S()irit 
re,,i ved. No soo11er clicl I enter tlpo11 n1)r i11i11istr)1 tl1a11 God ga\1e i11e, 

like Sa11l, anotl1er 11eart.... At se,ren 've l1acl eveni11g 1)ra)1ers in tl1e 
OJ)en air...." Ai1d so it co11tint1ed. 

Tl1e sa111e 1~.ras trt1e to a larger degree i11 the ,case of ~J01111. Gra11ted 
that his a1)proach 'vas u11dt1l )' ritualistic for tl1e roug·h pio11eer settlers, 
ne\1ertl1eless l1e pro,recl a faitl1ful pastor ''1l1ose ene1·g}' a11d dedication 
comrna11cled tl1e res1)ect of tl1e t111prejt1diced 1najorit)'· Faitl1fully l1e 
co11ductecl l)aptis111s, 'vedcli11gs, ft1nerals, }Jrepared 'vills, a11d ad1ninis
terecl first aid. E\1er)' day i11 to,\1 n l1e spe11t three l1ot1rs in visiti11g £1,om 

h 1ot1se to hot1se, and in orcler to con\1erse \\1 ith his '\ridely scattered a11cl 
i111111ensel y di \rerse flock l1e adclecl to tl1e Frencl1 'vl1ich lie already 
k11e\\1 an(l t11e Gern1a11 'vl1icl1 l1e l1ad Iear11ed aboard tl1e Sirri1nonds 
at least a s111attering of Spa11isl1 a11d Italia11. E\1er)' da)' he 1·,ead I)t1blic 
pra)1ers n1or11ing a11cl e\re11i11g, a11d eXJ)OU11cled tl1e Seco11d Lesson. He 
conclt1cted 'veekl)' catecl1is111 classes for cl1ildre11 and adults, adn1i11is
tere(l tl1e I ...ord's St11)1)er e\1ery St111day ancl Sai11t's da)', ai1d carried t11e 
eJen1e11ts to tl1e sick and clyi11g, 'vl10111 11e ' ' isited dail)1 l\1et11odically• 

he 111ai11tai11ed 111ou11tai11s of statistics, as 'vell as keepi11g 11is finger 011 
his o'\1n SJ)irit11al })t1lse i11 a. <liar)' recordi11g tl1e 1~eligiot1s 111ood and 
acti\1ities of e\1er)1 11o·ur.21 J-Ie i1ot 011ly preacl1ed 'vitl1out a 111a1111
script,22 l)tlt experi1ne11ted '\\1 itl1 11e'v for111s of 'vorsl1ip a11d fello,vship. 
Es1)eciall)1 11ote,\1ortl1)1 'vere tl1e regt1lar 111eetings for Cl1ristian fel
lo,,1sl1i1J apart fro111 })UlJlic ''1orsl1iJJ, foreru11ners of tl1e l\1etl1odist 
societ)' ancl })a11d 111eeti11gs i11 E11gland, togetl1er '\1itl1 t11e si11gi11g of 
h)111111s-i11 1737l1e1)ublisl1ed A111erica's first l1)111111book (t11e first, that 
is, as OJ)J)Osed to a lJook of i11etrical j)Sal1ns onl)') .23 He even l1ad t11e 

21. Frank Baker, John 11'esley and the Church of England, pp. 45-6. A valuable clue 
to \i\1esley's indefatigable labors can lJe found in the pastoral schedule ,,•}1ich George 
\'\

7hitefield inherited from hi1n. After a n1onth in Savannal1 he 'vro te: "I visit from 
house to house, catech ise, read prayers t'vice and expound the t\\'O second lessons every 
day; r ead to a houseful of people three ti1nes a 'veek ; expound t11e catecl1isn1 to serva nts, 
etc., at seven in the evening every Sunday." See '"lhitefield , TVorks, I , 44; cf. his Journals, 
p. 155. 

22. Egn1ont, J<:arl of, Diary of 1' iscount Percival, aftenJ.Jards First Earl o f Egrnorzt, II, 
3 i 3- i4. 

23. See John ll'esley's First 1-Jy mn-book: A Facsi111ile with Additional J.1aterial. 
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jo)' ,of ex1)erie11ci11g a spiritual re\1i\'al amo11g tl1e )'Ou11g peo1)le of 
Sa \1a11nal1.24 

N e\1ertl1eless tl1e }Jro111ise \\1as 11ot im111ediatel)' fulfilled. Both 
brotl1ers sufferecl fro111 tl1e fact tl1at tl1ey \\1 ere ear11est and eligible 
bacl1elors, becon1i11g focal IJoints £01· dissi111t1latio11, jealotlS)', i11trigue, 
and gossi j). Botl1 1·ef L1secl to 1)ay cottrt to tl1e 'veal tl1 ier a11(l 11101·e i 11 fl t1
e11tial colo11ists, but ser\red 'vl1ere tl1e)' felt tl1e 11eed 'vas greatest, tl1us 
gaini11g tl1e Jo,1e of the }Joor and tl1e acti\1e e11111ity ,o[ so111e of tl1e i·i<-:11. 
Bot11 '\'ere i11experie11ced i11 tl1e \Va)'S of tl1e '''orJ,d, l)otl1 co111111itted 
seriot1s e11·ors of: judg111e11t a11cl of tact. TJ1,e \\'Ork of lJotl1 IJeca111e so 
u11de1·111i11ed tl1at ret1·eat \\ras i11e\1ita])}e, eSJJeciall)' after botl1 co111
111itted tl1e cardi11al si11 ,of ai1tago11izi11g tl1e 111ost i11flue11tial 111e111be1·s 
of tl1ei1· flocks. 

Cl1arles fell \1icti111 first. J·Ie 1·el)elled i11 ail)' ase agai11 t '''ea1·i11g· his 
official l1at, as secretar)' to Og·letl1or1Je, a11d e11te1·ed i11 l1is ]oit1·11al £01· 
1'1a1·cl1 i6, 1736: ''I ,,·as 'vl1oll)' s1)e11t i11 '\11·iti11g letters for ~1r. Ogle
tl1orpe. I 'vould 11ot SJ)e11d six da)'S n1ore i11 tl1e sa111e i11a1111e1· for all 
Georgia." 25 'i\'orse still, Cl1a1·les not 0111)' fou11d l1i111self in tl1e bad 
books of Tl1or11as Ha,\1ki11s, docto1· a11cl cl1ief 111ag·ist1·ate at Frederica, 
but of Ogletho1·1Je 11i111sel£. A n1alicious gossi1) told Cl1arles tl1at Ogle
tl1or1)e ha(l co111111itted aclt1l ter)' '"i tJ1 ~f rs. I-Ia,\1ki11s, a11d tc1 e\re11 tl1i11gs 
out Ogletl1orpe 11i111sel£ \Vas i11fo1·111ed tl1at sl1e 11ad co1n111itted adt1ltery 
'\

1itl1 Cl1arles. U11fo1·tt111ately botl1 1ne11 })elie\1ed \vl1at tl1ey '\Tere told, 
a11d Ogletl101·1)e beca111e so bitter to,vards Cl1arles tl1at l1e i·efused l1in1 
e\1e11 a board to slee1) 011, largel)' as a rest1l t of '\Tl1icl1 lie co11tracted tl1e 
d)1Se11te1·)' \Vhicl1 broke do'''ll l1is l1ealtl1.26 Jol1n '\Tesle)' ca111e do,v11 
fro111 Sa\1a1111al1 to i11\res tigate, n1a11aged to 1·easst1re Og·letl1or1)e, a11cl 
bi·ougl1t about a reco11ciliatio11. He t11e11 sta)1ed 011 i11 Frederica, like
'vise i11curri11g tl1e \\1ratl1 of ~frs. J-Ja,vki11s, \\Tl10 011 011e <)Ccasio11 re
quested a pastoral ' 'isit-a11d t11e11 attacked l1i111 '''itl1 a pistol a11d a. })air 
of scisso1·s.27 1ea11ti111e Cl1arles 1·e,ct11Je1·ated i11 Sa\1a1111al1, ])ut re
mained f1·ustrated, so that i11 Jul)', 1 736, Ogletl1or1)e granted 11i1n an 

24. '\'\1esley, journal, J, 358-g, 361; cf. his letters of 1'1arch 29, 1737, to 1'1rs. Chapman, 
and June 16, 1737, to James Hutton, in Letters, J, 220, 222. 

25. Six of these letters (including one to John \\1cslcy) are prcsen•ed in the J>ublic 
Records Office, l~ondon. 

26. Charles \\'esley, Journal, 17,6-39, ed. Telford, pp. 9-11, 14 , 17-18, 35-g, 41; 
\\

1csley, journal, 1, 188-9, 193-5; The Georgia Jiistorical Quarterly, XL (Sept., 1956), 
209-10. 

27. \\7esley. journal, I, 263-4 (Aug. 22, i736). 
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11011'oralJle discharge, se11di11g l1i111 back 'vitl1 official des1)atcl1es to 
E11gla11d. I1e l1ad })ee11 four a11d a l1alf i11011tl1s i11 Georgia-al)OUt tl1e 
sa111e le11gtl1 of ti111e tl1at 11e 11ad spe11t on 1Joard tl1e S imn101ids. 

After a )'ear i11 Georgia l3e11ja111i11 Ingl1a111 also retur11ed.28 Jol1n's 
tu.r11 'vas 11ext. Tl1e e\1e11tual crisis is ''1ell k110,,·11- l1is i11fatt1atio11 '''ith 
)'Ou11g So1)11)' J-Iopke)' ; }1 is a1111o·u11ce111e11 t tl1at 11e 111ust re1nai11 eel i
})ate; l1e1· sudde11 a11d ir1·egt1lar 111a1·1·iage to '\lillia1n '\' illia111so11, gi\'
ing tl1e lie to so111e of l1er solen111 declaratio11s to '\7esle)'; l1is correct 
but tactless i·efusal to ser\'C co111111u11io11to11er, follo,ved }))' tl1e ft1ry 
of l1er u11cle a11d guardia11 1--110111as Causto11, 'vl10 l·igged a grand jt111' 
agai11st "\\Tesle)', ai1d thus effecti\re])' drO\'e 11i111 fro111 A111erica. Jol1n 
l1ad lJee11 just u11de1· t'vo )'ears i11 ,Georgia, 1)e11di11g fo11rtee11 111011ths 
i11 Sa\1an11al1 a11d t11e su1·1·ou11di11g ~1·ea, a total of t11ree 111011tl1s duri11g 
tl1ree 1)eriods i11 I~rederica, a11d tl1e 1·,e111ai11der i11 'vide tra\1els, i11cl tid

ing t'\'O i11ter111ediate \1 isits to Charlesto11, .C. 

I-I is SJ)iri tu al '''ork 11ad u11dou lJtedl )' bee11 of \'al ue, as Ogletl1orpe 
re1)01·ted to tl1e 1.""'1·ustees, ai1d as "\\' l1itefield '\ras to reiterate ,,·}1c11 at 
'i\Tesle)1 's 1·equest 11e took 0\1e1~ as 011e of tl1e J~ol)' ClulJ \'Olt111teers ca11
vassed i11 tl11·11 l)y Cl1arles '\Tesle)' a11d 13e11 ja111i11 I11gl1a111. After ' 'isit
ing i11 tl1e Sa\1a1111al1 area '\1}1itefield testified tl1at l1is i1a111e '\Tas "\1ery 
precious a111011g tl1e 1)eOJ)le." i -11is '''as 011 Ju11e 2, i 738, just afte1· he 
l1acl l)idde11 "13<)11 V0)1age!" to \ \Tesle)''s lay co1111)a11io11 fro111 I~11gla11d, 

Cl1arles Dela111otte, 'vl10 l1ad l)ee11 cari11g for t11e i\1etl1odist society 
a11d scl1ool ,,1J1icl1 '"' esle)' J1ad fou11ded ii1 Sa\1a11nal1. \\Tl1itefielcl re
j)Ortecl that "tl1e ])OOr 1)eOJ)le la111e11ted tl1e loss of l1i111' ' also, jt1st as 
tl1e)1 l1ad.la111e11ted ''' esle)1's departure.29 He, too, l1ad to a large exte11t 

•bee11 a \1icti111 of Causto11's e111nit)1 30 J-Ie11cefortl1 tl1e "\Vesle)1S '''ere 
re1)rese11ted i11 Georgia 0111)1 lJy "\'\711itefield a11d tl1ese 11u111ble follo,vers. 

A fe,,r tangil)le li11ks '\1itl1 tl1ose 1)io11eeri11g da)' re111ai11, sucl1 as 
\VJ1itefield's or1)l1anage a11d so111e })uildi11gs a11d sites l)otl1 i11 Sa\1a1111al1 
and 011 St. i111011's Isla11d. 1~11e S])iritual li11ks, l10'\'e\1er, are a]111ost 
im1)ossible to trace, tl1ot1gl1 011e sus1)ects tl1at so111e of tl1ese san1e j)OOr 

28. Ibid., I, 320-1. 
29. George 'Vhitefield, ] our11als, p. 157· '\'hitefield himself ,,·alked cautiously, and 

ingratiated hiinself ,,·ith many of those \\•horn '\7esley had offended. His preaching drew 
increasing nu1nbers. Sec Arnold J)allimorc, George lFhiteficld, I, 202- 3 . 

30. '''esley, ] o ur11al, \ '111, 308-10; Coulter and Saye, OJl . cit., 1>. 13. 
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people kept ali,,e a ftickerir1g fla1ne of cle\'Otion \\1l1icl1 \\1 as e\1entt1ally 
reki11dled b)' tl1e \1isits of '\Tesle)'1S preacl1ers a generation later, to 
rest11 t in tl1e 1Jegi1111i11gs of official ~Iethoclist 11istory i11 Georgia. 

In fact, l10\\1 e\1er, tl1is earl)' Georg·ia11 ~fetl1odis111is11arcll)' tl1e great
est element of st1ccess in tl1e \\1esle)'S' n1issionar)1 sojot1r11, tl1ot1g·h it 
constit11tes a I11)1Steriot1s a11d fascinati11g· ele111ent \vhicl1 n1a}' )'et lJe 
n1ore ft1ll)' doc11111e11ted. Of greater i1n1)orta11ce is tl1e fact tl1at i11 tl1is 
pionee1· setti11g botl1 .T ol1n ancl Cl1arles '\Tesle)' ca111e 111or,e cl ea1·1}' to 
realize tl1e 11att1re of tl1at additional so111etl1ir1g '''l1icl1 '\1as 11eedecl for 
a dyna111ic f1·uittt1l 111i11istr)1-a perso11al asst11·ance of sal\ration. Tl1is 
tl1e}1 l1ad alread)' s11s1Jected; tl1is their Georgia n1i11istr)1 full)' con
firn1ed. And es1)eciall)1 tl1ro11gl1 so1ne of tl1eir l\Iora\1ia11 }Jarisl1io11ers, 
botl1 on })Oard tl1e Sinirrlo11ds ~llld i11 sa,1a1111al1, tl1eir feet 'vere set <)n 
the path tl1at lecl to the \Var1ned l1earts of l\fay 2 I a11d fa)' 24, 1738. 

Not 011] )' ca11 tl1e n1oti\1e }JO'v,e1· of late1· '\7orld\vide 1\1etl1oclisn1 be 
traced to Georgia, l10\Ve\1er, }Jut 111al1)7 of its 111etl1ocls. It \VclS i11 Georgia, 
botl1 i11 Sa \1ar1nal1 a11d i11 Freclerica, tl1at Joh11 '\Tesle)' lJegan to l1old 
the regl1lar ineeti11gs for Cl1ristia11 fello,vsl1ip ot1tsicle cl111rcl1 l1ot1rs 
i;vl1icl1 later 11e ter1ne(l "tl1e seconcl rise of l\ lethoclis111''-tl1e first bei11g 
tl1e for111atio11 of tl1e Hol)1 CI11b at Oxfor(l. 31 It 'vas in Georg·ia tl1at l1e 
n1ade 11is first ex1)eri111e11ts i11 tl1e use of lay leaders i11 })a1·isl1 \VOrk, in 
the appointn1e11t of \VOn1e11 as "deaco11esses," i11 exten1pore 1)ra)rer, 
in iti11erant })reacl1i11g, 1)reachi11g· in tl1e OJ)en air, ,early 111or11i11g ser
\1ices })efore tl1e begi1111i11g of tl1e \\1orki11g· da )'., tl1e use of l1)1m11s in 
pt1 lJlic i;vorsl1i JJ, e\re11 at tl1e Lorel' s Su PI)er.32 G eorg·ia fur11 isl1ecl Jol1n 
'\\Tesley })otl1 'vitl1 the OJ)}JOrt1111ity for pio11eer ex1)eri1nentatio11 in 
churcl1 \Vork a11d a g11iding tl1read leadi11g 11i111 to tl1e all-i1111Jortant 
spirit11al experier1ce \Vl1icl1 ti·a11sfor111ecl l1i111 i11to 011e of tl1e \vorld's 
greatest religio11s leaclers. 

31. John \i\7esley, A Concise Ecclesiastical IlistoT)', 1\1, 175; cf. Jl'orks, XIJI, 307. 
32. Baker, John JJ'esley, pp. 48-52. 

http:Oxfor(l.31


2. THE BEGI1TNI lGS OF l\1ETHODIS1\1 
IN Al\1ERICA 

,.\T}1en did l\1fetl1odis1n reall)1 })egi11 i11 An1erica? A11d ,,,here? I 11a\re 

in 111y files a large parcel of docu111e11ts labeled "llrio1·it)1 of Nortl1 or 
Soutl1 in A111erica11 l\1etl1odisn1," 111aterial collected by Dr. J01111 S. 

Si111011, a fello,,1-E11glisl1111a11, ''1110111 D1·. A.B. Sanfo1·d a11d Dr. L.R. 
S t1·eeter ,,·ere t1·)1i11g ''1i tl1 so1ne success to co11\'ert to tl1ei1· 0'\111 ''ie,,1 

tl1at tl1e first A111erica11 1etl1odist ociet)' '''as £01·n1ed i11 1e'v York. 
Hu11d1·eds of })ages ge11erated a little ligl1t, but-I a111af1·aid-too111ucl1 
J1eat! Befo1·e 've are i11 a })OSitio11 to discuss the "'\The11?" and tl1e 
'''\iVl1ere?'' it 1vould be \vise to ask a IJreli111i11ar}' questio11, tl1e a11s,ver 
to "\\1l1icl1 is too ofte11 take11 fo1· gi·a11ted: "\i\Tl1at, af:te1· all, is l\1etl1od
is111?" 

'i\7HAT IS 1\1ETHOD1Sl\1? 

'''\\111at is l\1etl1odis1n.?'' Clearl)1 tl1e esse11tial l\1etl1odis1n "\Vl1icl1 
li11ks us to our dista11t 1Jegi1111i11gs is not tl1e totality of tl1at s1)ra,vli11g, 
many-te11tacled 111011ster 'vl1icl1 '"e criticize-and 1vl1icl1 've lo\ e-as 
''tl1e l\fetl1odist Churcl1," or 111ore 1·ece11tly, si11ce the e11ricl1111e11t of 
our joi11t traditio11s b)' union 'vit11 a11othe1· earl)' b1·a11cl1 of tl1e f:a111il)1

, 

as ''tl1e U11ited l\fetl1odist Cl1u1·cl1." T11is 'vas bor11 i11 1939 a11d e11
tered i11to a 11e'v 1)art11e1·sl1i1) i11 1968, t11ot1gl1 n1ost of its ge11eral fea
tures l1acl l)ee11 laid do,v11 lo11g before, a11d l1ad f)ee11 re111ot1lded 
-so111eti111es Oltt of all recog11itio11-by eacl1 1)assi11g ge11eratio11. l~ut 
'vl1at is t11e esse11tial })Urj)OSe tl1at directed tl1is 1011g a11d 1)ai11ful 1)1·0
cess of ex1Jerin1entatio11, tl1is co11sta11t tryi11g 011 of ne'v suits for a 
ra1)idl)1 gro,vi11g cl1ild ii1 a 'vo1·ld of co11sta11tl )' cl1a11gi11g fa l1io11s? 
\l\TJ1at is t11e i11ner ge11ius of 1'1ethodis111, its esse11ce? Is it to be fou11d i11 
doctri11al teacl1i11g·, i11 a 11101·al code, i11 fo1·111s of ''1orsl1i1), i11 e\1a11gelis
tic 111etl1ods, i11 social service, i11 ecclesiastical orga11izatio11-01· i11 a 
pecl1liar co1nlJinatio11 of so111e or all of tl1ese feature ? "\i\111at is 
l\1ethodis1n?" 

Delivered l)efore the Association of ~1cthodist liistorical Societies, J>hiladel1>hia, April 
24, 1963, and before the \\7estem North Ca~olina Annual Conference of the 1'1ethodist 
Church, June 3, 1963. J>ublished in :A1ethodist liistory, 11, No. i (Oct., i963), i-15. 
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l ... l1is, I belie\'e, is tl1e q11estion tl1at LJol111 \\7esle)' 'vot1ld t1rge tl})On 
tts. Did l1e 11ot \\1ar11 his O\Vn c,011 te1111Joraries to })e st11·e that tl1 'e)1 kne"\v 
"\vl1at tl1e)' 'vere talki11g about, i11entio11i11g tl1e case of an I1·isl1111a11 
"\\Tl10 1·e1narked: '' 1et11odists? A)', tl1e)1 ai·e tl1e peo1Jle "\vl10 J)lace all 
religio11 in "\VeariJ1g 1011g beardsl'' 1 \\Tesle)''s o,,·11 defi11itio11, as gi,ren 
i11 l1is Cor1iplete f!,11glislz Dictiorzar)', '''as clisar111i11gly si1111Jle: "1\ 
l\1Ietl1odist-011e tl1at li,,es accortli11g to tl1e 111etl1od laid do,v11 i11 tl1e 
Bil)le." For our ]Jarticula1· }Jt1r1)oses tl1is "\\Till l1a1·dly suffice, tl1ougl1 
as sl1eer propaga11da ''1e ca1111ot afford to disca1·d it. A brief a11alysis 
of earl)' l\1etl1odis111 i11 Britai11 1na)1 l1el p us to see our O"\v11 l1istorical 
1)1·oblen1s 111ore clearl)1-al\Va)'S a t1seft1l steJJ t<>"\Vards findir1g ;1 solt1
tio11. 1"'11ere is 110 do11lJt tl1at E11gla11d '''as tl1e ])irtllJ)lace of ~ietl1od
is1n, i11 its ge11erally accepted 111ea11i11g of tl1e f:a111ily of Protesta11t 
Cl1ristia11 de1101ni11atio11s arisi11g £1·0111 tl1e religious acti,rities of J01111 
a11d Cl1a1·les \\Tesle)1 (He1·e you llotice tl1at I l1a\1e sliJJIJed i11, ' 'er)' cau• 

tiousl)', a 1·ougl1 'vo1·ki11g defi11itio11, "\vl1icl1 i11a)1 at least i11t1·oclt1ce tis 
to our 1najor 1)rOl)le111.) E\1e11 i11 E11gla11d, l1'0\\1e\'e1·, tl1er,e l1as ])ee11 
111ucl1 difficult)' i11 deciding i11 "\\1J1at }'ear ~letl1odis111 1·eally })ega11, tl1e 
cl1ief co11testa11ts 1Jei11g i738 a11d i739, tl1ougl1 a good figl1t l1as lJee11 
put up for 1729, a11d so111e })ackers "\\1ould f:a\1or i725 or i744, "\vl1ile 
eve11 1784 a11d i 795 11a,re tl1eir st1 pporte1·s. \\Te }))'})ass tl1e to1·tt1ot1s a1·
g111nents in fa\'Or of tl1ese ,·aried cJai111s a11d take to tl1e tl1rot1g·l1,Va)r 
of a ge11eralizatio11: Britisl1 1\1etl1odis111 ca11 lJe di\1ided i11to tl1ree 111ai11 
categories, "\\rl1icl1 a1·e also to so111e extent cl11·011ological stages-tl1e 
rrioveme11t, tl1e societ;1, and tl1e cliurch. 

THE STAGES 01• J~lllTISH i\IEl.. l·IODISl\f 

Altl1ougl1 itself 011e exa1nple of a i11ucl1 large1· SjJiritual 1110\re111e11t, 
the l\1etlzodist 111ove11i.e11t in. Britai11 111a)' be said to l1ave 1Jegu11 '\1 itl1 
tl1e group of Oxford stude11ts gatl1ered arou11d tl1e \\7esley brotl1e1·s in 
1729. Tl1eir 111ai11 tl1e111e "\4las tl1e ]J11rsuit of l1oli11ess, 'vl1e11ce tl1eir 
fan1iliar title of "1~l1e Holy Cl t1 l)." l ""' l1ey \\1ere 111etl1oclical i11 tl1ei1· 
pri\1ate and public devotio11s, i11 serious sttld)' of: t11e Bible, ai1d i11 
sen1ice to tl1e co1111nunit)1, a11d so ear11ed the 11101·e lasti11g 11ick11a111e 
of '' 1etl1odists." Soon an)1011e \vl10 sougl1t e11ergeticall)1 to k11o'v a11d 
to do tl1e ''rill of 1God "\Vas tern1ed a 1\1etl1odist. Tl1is re111ai11ed LJ ol1n 
v\7esley's basic understandi11g of 1\fetl1odis111, as '' 1e ha,,e see11 &·0111 

i. \\
1esley, JS1orks, \ ' 111, 347. 
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11is dictio11a1-)' defi11itio11, e\1e11 after tl1e 1110\r,e111e11t l1ad bee11 tigl1tl)' 
orga11ized i11 to co-ordi11ated societies. 

Alo11g· ,,·itl1 tl1e })L1rs11it of j)iet)' ,,·as later co111l)i11cd t11e co11\1ictio11 
t11at a de\'OUt Cl1ristia11 could JJCrso11all)' 1~11ozv tl1at 11e 'vas sa\·ed fro111 
tl1e 1)e11al ty a11d f ro111 tl1e })O,ver of si11. '"I"' l1 is e1111Jl1asis ca111e i11 t<> tl1e 
l\1etl1odist 1110,1e111e11t l>)' 'vay of tl1e ~1ora,· ia11s ~111cl Jol111 \\Tesle)''s 
Aldersgate ex1)erie11ce. Tl1ese t\\•i11 e1111)l1ascs UJJOJl }Jict)' a11d }Jiritual 
ex1)erie11ce 11or111all)1 re,·ealed tl1e111sel\•es i11 a desire fo1· C11ri tia11 
fello,,1sl1i1), i11 e\'a11g·clical 1)rcacl1i11g, a11d freque11tl)' i11 a l1igl1l)' de
\1elo1Jcd social co11scie11ce. 1 ""a ke11 as a '"rl1ole tl1 i i110\'e111e11 t '''as a 
stirri11g of tl1e d r)' l)o11es of co11\'e11 tio11al "cl1 L11·cl1 ia11 it)·," a11d e 1)ecial I)' 
of tl1e Cl1urcl1 of l~11g·la11d, tl1ougl1 tl1e 11e''' S})irit })read also to tl1e 
• ~ 011co11for111ists. 111 its later 111a11 ifestatio11s it could l)e described as 
Ger1na11 l)ietis111 tra11slated i11to \'er11acular Purita11 ]~11glisl1. 1""11e ter111 
' ' 1et11odi t" ,,·as \videl)' used all o\·er tl1e E11glisl1- 1)eaki11g ,,·orld to 
de11ote t11i SJ)i1·itual a\vake11i11g i11 ge11eral, a11d t11i co11ti11ued long 
after tl1e for111atio11 of \l\Tesle)1's societies. 

Tl1e A1etlzodist Sociel )' ca11 be said to l1a\re origi11ated i11 E11gla11d 
in i739, altl1ougl1 \\7esle)' l1ad t1sed tl1e ter111 ' ' ociet)'" of: tl1e 1-Iol)' 
Clt1b at 'Oxford. 1 "" l1e 111e111lJersl1ip of tl1e 1729 Oxford societ;', }10\\1 

e\1er, 'vas li111ited to 111e111be1·s of tl1e t111i\1ersit)', e\'e11 tl1ougl1 it ,,·as 
tl1eir ii1tc11tio11 to ser,·e tl1e co111111u11it}' a11d e\ren to re\italize 1·eligio11 
i11 ge11eral. 1-11e societies \vl1icl1 \i\Tesley orga11ized i11 Lo11do11 ai1d 
Bristol i11 1739, 011 tl1e otl1er 11a11d, \Vere for all seeki11g· Cl1ristia11 . 
1""11'e)' ,,·ere for1ned 1)artl)' f1·01n older A11glica11 societies \\rJ1icl1 l1ad 
])ee11 re\'i\1ed u11der ~1et}1odist a11d fora\ria11 i11At1e11ce, ])Llt ''·ere 
110,,r s1)litti11g 0\1er tl1eological issues, a11d 1)artly fro111 \\Tesle)1's o,,·11 
co11\rerts. 1 ""11ese 1\fetl1odist societies could clearl)' ])e di ti11gusl1ed 
fro111 tl1e older 1·eligious societies i11 t11at tile)' looked to \\Te ley alo11e 
fo1· leader l1i ]). His dri ' 'i11g ge11i t1s orga11ized tl1e111 i11 to a tigl1 tl )' k11i t 
"co1111exio11" by 111ea11s of carcfL1ll)' cl1ose11 la)' leaders a11d la)' }Jreacl1
e1·s, \\1l1ile at tl1e sa111e ti111e 1)1·eser\1i11g tl1e de\1otio11al 1)i1·it, rl1e l1igl1 
111oral sta11dards, a11d t11e 1)rogra111 of social ser,·ice tl1at l1ad cl1arac
te1·ized tl1e 1\1etl1odist 1110,1e111ent. Tl1rougl1out 11is life \\7esle)' 111ai11
tai11ed tl1at tl1ese societies \\1e1'e 11ot cl1urcl1cs, i1or tl1ei1· 1)reacl1ers 
''111i11isters." ~fetl1odis111 '''as not a sect, a11 i11depende11t de110111i11atio11. 
Lo)·al l\1.et11odists, l1e insisted, \Vould regularl)' atte11d tl1ei1· 1)arisl1 
cl1 urcl1es-or t11 eir dis e11 ti11g 111eeti11g-l1ot1ses-for pu})} ic worsl1i I) a11d 
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tl1e sacra111e11ts, £01· 111a11~iages a11cl burials. Tl1e 1\1 etl1odist societies of
fered extra 1)1-eacl1i11g-ser\rices ot1t of cl1 t1rcl1 11ours, a11d tl1e ext1·a fel
Jo,\~sl1ip of tl1e \\1eekl)' class-111eeti11g, for tl1ose '\7}10 \\1ere 1)re1)arecl to 
})lace t11e111sel\'es u11der \\Tesl ,e)''s SJJiritual O\'e1·sigl1t. s a societ)1 \Vitl1i11 
tl1e cl1urcl1 l\1etl1odis111 l1ad its o'v11 i·ules, its o'v11 co11ditio11s of l11e111
bersl1i p, t l1ot1gl1 tl1ese 'vere si 1111)1 e-si1111Jl e to t111dersta11d, at least, if 
11ot to 1)ractice. l""l1ere \Vas 110 doct1·i11al test, 1101· did tl1e 1\1et11odist 
societ)' i11sist UJ)011 a11 ex1)erie11ce of co11\1ersion })efo1·e gra11ti11g 111e1n
})ersl1ip. T11e 0111 )' co11di tio11 of 111e111lJersl1ip ,,vas "a desi1·e to flee fro111 
tl1e \vratl1 to co111,e," tl1e sincerit)' of \vl1icl1 111ust })e co11fir111ed f))' avoid
i11g e\1il, by doi11g good, and b)' usi11g tl1e l11eans of di\1i11e gi·ace. 

Tl1e 1\1etlioclist Cl111'rcli ai·ose i11 B1·itai11 \vl1e11 tl1e }Jeo1Jle called 
l\1et11odists 110 1011ge1· depe11ded 011 tl1eir 1)arisl1 cl1t1rcl1 for '\'Orsl1 iJl 
a11d sacra1ne11ts. Altl1ougl1 \\7esle)' l11ai11tai11ed to l1is deatl1 tl1at l1e 
\Vas a loyal co111111u11ica11t of tl1e Cl1u1·cl1 of E11gla11d, i11 fact st1·a11d b)' 
stra11d 11e l1ad bee11 se\1eri11g tl1e ties \\1l1icl1 att~tcl1ed 11is societies to tl1e 
parent bod)r. As earl)' as 1743 l1e l1ad leased a disused 11: t1gt1e11ot cl1a1)el 
in Lo11do11, a11d i11 tl1is co11secrated buildi11g lie 'vas able 'vitl1out 
qual1ns of co11scie11ce to ad111i11iste1· co111111u11io11 to l1is follo'v,ers. (111
deed 011 tl1is evide11ce '".re cot1ld 1nake out a case for 111arki11g I 7L13 as 
tl1e birtl1 of l\1etl1odi 111 as a11 i11depe11cle11t de110111i11atio11.) Tl1e )rear 
i784, 110,\1e\1er, sl1ould }Jrobal)l)' be i·ega1·ded as tl1e ,date of '"' esle)r's 
i111plied Decla1·atio11 of I11de1Je11de11ce. )11 tl1at )rea1· 11e l10t 011ly legall)' 
incorporated the a1111ual l\Ietl1odist Co11fere11ce as a self-per1Jett1atir1g 
bod)' i11 co1n1)lete cl1arge of tl1e l\1etl1odist Societies, subject to 110 0\1e1·

sigl1t b)' a11y A11glica11 bisl101) or court, but also 11i111self assu111ed epis
COJ)al fu11ctio11s b)' ordai11i11g JJreacl1ers to ad111i11ister tl1e sacra111e11ts 
in A111erica. Cl1arles \\Tesle)' ecl1oed t11e dictu111 of l1is old scl1oolfello'\' 
Lord Cl1ief Justice l\1a11sfield, ''Ordi11atio11 is se1)aratio11." Jol111 '''es
le)' still tried to 111ake the })est of botl1 'vo1-lds, but Britisl1 l\1etl1odis111 
had in effect beco111e a cl111rcl1 i11 1784, e\re11 tl1ough t11ere 'vas a sl1o'v 
of re111ai11i11g a society '\1 itl1i11 tl1e Cht1rcl1 of E11gla11d.2 After '\Tesle)''s 
deatl1, at tl1e cost of se\1eral severe agitations a11d co11ti11ued co111pro
n1ise, tl1e se1)aratio11 })eca111e ol)\'ious and tacitl)1 ad111itted, tl1ougl1 tl1e 
use of tl1e ter111 ''cl1 t1rcl1" b)' 1\1et11odis111 '' 1as Io11g defe1·red, a11d tl1ere 
'\

1as no legal decla1·atio11 setti11g up a l\1et11odist Cl1u1·c}1 u11til t11e 
present ce11tur)'· 

2. See Baker, john lVeslC)', espec. chapters 13-15. 
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THE S'"fAGES OF Al\1ElllCAN l\1E"T'HOD1Sl\f 

Tur11ing f1·01n Ollr a11al)'Sis of l\1etl1odist l1istory in Britain 've are 
co1nforted b)' at least 011e fact. If ''re look for tl1e sa111e three ,categories 
in 1\n1erica11 l\1Ietl1odis111 tl1ere ca11 be 110 l1esitatio11 i11 declaring tl1at 
in tl1e U.S.A. letl1odisn1 e11tered its fi11al cl1urcl1 j)l1ase i11 i 784. The 
grou1) of p1·eacl1ers su111111oned to tl1e Lo\1el)' La11e n1eeti11g-l1ouse in 

B<tlti111ore tl1at Cl1rist111as a1)pare11tly ''1e11t be)1011d \Vesley's inte11tions 
for tl1e111 ,,,}1e11 tl1e)' officiall)' adopted tl1e title of tl1e l\1etl1odist Ej)is
co1)al Cl1u1·cl1. 1e\1 ertheless the)' acted alo11g li11es tl1at l1e l1imself l1ad 
laicl do,v11. In Tl10111as Coke l1e had se11t t11e111 a ''superi11te11de11t'' 
einpo,vered to ordai11, a11d l1ad 110111i11ated F1·a11cis As1)u1·)' £01· ordi
natio11 as a fello'''-SU})eri11te11dent. (Tl1e 'vord ''superi11te11de11t'' suf
f,ered a sea-cl1a11ge i11to ''l)isl101)," as J1a1)1)e11s to so 111a11)' Englisl1 'vo1·ds 
i11 t1·a11sa tla11tic usage.) '\Tes] e)' l1i111sel f ordai11ed otl1er el de1·s £01· ser
\1ice i11 A111erica. l le se11 t 0\1er a re\risio11 of tl1e Book of Co111111on 
Pra)'er for tl1e tise of A.111e1·ica11 l\1et11odists, 011ce 111ore 'vitl1ot1t tl1e 
irrijJri11iatur of a11y A11glica11 bisl101). Eve11 so tl1e ecclesiastical status 
,of An1erica11 l\1etl1oclis111 n1igl1t 'veil 11a\1e re111ai11ed as a111biguous as 
tl1at o( 13ritisl1 Jf etl1oclis111 })tlt £01· tl1e clca11cut decisions of tl1at i110
111entous Cl1rist111as Co11fere11ce, 'vhicl1 co11stitt1tes an i11contro\1ertible 
la11d111ark ii1 A111e1·ica11 1\letl1odist l1istor)'. 

If for tl1e begin11i11gs of tl1e cl1 t11·cl1 1)J1ase tl1e A111e14 ica11 ~1etl1od

ist l1istoria11s are i11 a f)etter positio11 tha11 are tl1eir Britisl1 counter
parts, tl1e situatio11 is 111t1cl1 ino1·e co1nplicatecl 'vl1e11 ''re consider tl1e 
l\1etl1odist n1oven1e11t a11d tl1e l\1et11odist societ)', botl1 of ,vJ1icl1 existed 
l1ere as ''1ell as i11 E11gla11d. Once 1nore it is i1ecessar)' to ask a 11u1nber 
of J)rel imi11ar)' q uestio11s ])eforc ''1c are i11 a 1)ositio11 to offer a11y 
definiti\1e ans,\1 ers, a11d to ask tl1ese questio11s i11 tl1e context of the 
differi11g aspects of 1etl1odis1n as move111ent and as sociel)1 ,,,J1icl1 '"e 
clisco\1er from 011r stt1dy of ea1·l )' British 1\1etl1odis111. And '''e 111t1st 
begin at tl1e beginni11g. 

\\TAS \\TESLEY A 1'1ETHODIST IN GEORGIA? 

Tl1e first questio11 sl1ould be: '\Vas Jol111 '\Vesley a l\1ethodist i11 1735 
when he ca1ne to Georgia as a missio11ary of tl1e Society for the Pro1Ja
gation of t11e Gospel? T11e a11s,\1er 1nust unl1esitatingly be ''Yes," for 
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accorcling to l1is o'vn clefinitio11 a ~fethodist 'vas a spiritt1al seeker 
rather tl1a11 a c,011\1erted si1111er. E\1e11 if ,.ve ask, '''\' as '''esle)' a con
\1erted 1na11 at tl1is tin1e?" 011r a11s,\1 er 111 igl1 t 'vel l be tl1e sa111e, tl1ougl1 
(as he later ex1Jlainecl) l1e tl1en possessecl tl1e fai tl1 of a ser\1a11 t of God 
rather tl1a11 tl1e assu1·ed faitl1 of a son ,,,}1ich ca111e to l1i1n at Aldersgate. 
I-le '\1 as a de\'Oltt Cl1ristian seeking a dee1)er 1)erso11al ex1)erie11ce of 
God, i11 otl1er \VOrds a t1·ue "Oxford 1etl1odist." I11deed tl1e Geo1·gia 
n1issio11 \\1as qt1ite clea1·l)' a Hol)1 Clul) fl1·oject, abso1·bing four of tl1e 
grot1p's key 111e1nl)ers, and g·ai11i11g tl1e inte11ded stt})j)Ort of at least 

t\\'O otl1ers. 
Jol1n \\7esle)1's spiritt1al statL1s dt1ri11g· 1736 a11d i737, tl1e la1·g,er })art 

of 'vl1icl1 )'Cars l1e s1)e11t in A111e1·ica, 111a)' be gauged }))' l1is closi11g 
111a11ifesto, tl1at pio11eer Collectio11 of Psalms a11d H)1111ns 'vl1icl1 l1e 
pt1blisl1e(l at Cl1arlesto11, S.C., i11 1737, })ut \\1l1icl1 l1acl bee11 })repared 
a11d used in Georgia. Tl1e l1y1n11s for Su11day (at tl1e begi1111i11g of tl1e 
})ook) and for Saturday (at tl1e e11d) are 1nai11l)1 l1)1I1111s of })raise. 1 "'11e 
i11iddl e sectio11 o{ t've11ty for t1se 011 \ \T,ed11escla)'S a11d Frida)'S, l1'o,v
e\'er, all e111phasize personal sal\ration fT0111 sin, a11d 111ost of tl1em 
clai111 tl1at tl1is ca11 con1e only}))' the f1·ee grace of Goel i11 Cl1rist. l\1ost 
of tl1e iten1s 'vl1icl1 '"esley cl1ose or tra11slated for tl1 is sectio11 \\1ere a1
read)' in the for1n of personal pra)'ers addressed to God i11 tl1e sec,ond 
1)erso11, and l1e a111ended otl1ers i11 orcler to transfor111 then1 also into 
J)ra)'ers. Assuredl)' tl1e editor of tl1is volu1ne \Vas 110 cold formal cleric, 
l10\\1e\1er 11aI\'e a11d tactless lie 111igl1t l1ave bee11 in l1is Higl1 Cl1t11·c}1 
entl1usias1n-a11cl h0\\1C\1er ine1)t at l1andling a lo\1e affair. 

T11e seco11d questio11 is tl1is: Did \i\Tesle)' begin a11y t}'pically l\1eth
od1st practices in Georgia? 011ce n1ore tl1e ai1s,ver is ''Yes." A1nerica 
'vitnessed at least a strengtl1e11i11g of l\1etl1odist 11y11111-si11gi11g, if not 
its birtl1, and tl1e first publisl1ed l\1etl1odist l1)1n111book. Ge1·111 icieas for 
other J)ractices later cleveloped more ft1lly i11 tl1e Britisl1 l\Iethodist 
societies \\1ere first tried out i11 Geo1·gia, sucl1 as exte1npore 1)rayer and 
preacl1ir1g, tl1e use of la)1n1e11 a11d 'von1en. l\1ost in1portant of all, ho,v
C\1er, \Vas tl1e fact tl1at i11 Georgia \\Tesle)' clearly cle\reloped tl1e prac
tice of for111ing societies of Cl1ristia11 seekers to ineet for pra)'er a11d 
fello,•.rsl1ip (i11clt1di11g the singi11g of l1)1n111s) qt1ite a1)art fro1n tl1eir 
regular \\1orshi1) i11 the cl1urcl1. It 'vas 1'10 looking back t11rougl1 rose
colored spectacles tl1at led '!\Tesley to claim i11 1781: ''Tl1e first rise of 
~1ethodism, so called, '''as in 10\'etnber, i 729, 'vl1en fol1r of us met 



toget11er at ,Oxford; tJ1,e seco11d 'vas at. Sa\1a1111al1, i11 A1)1·il, i736, \vl1en 
tlv,e11ty or t11irt)' ]Jerso11s 111et at 111y l1ouse; the last \Vas at I ..011do11, on 
[1\1a)' i, i 738], 'vl1e11 fort)' or fifty of us agreed to 111eet together e\1er)' 
' '\Ted11esda)' e\re11i11g, i11 order to a free con\1ersatio11, l)eg·u11 a11d e11ded 
\\

1itl1 si11gi11g· and })Ta)1e1·." 3 

Clearl)' if \l\Tesley J1ad defi11ed 1etl1odis111i11a111ore specific 111a1111e1· 
tl1e orga11ized fell0\\1sl1i1) of a societ)' '''ould l1a\'e for111ed a 111ai11 fea
ture of st1cl1 a defi11itio11. \i\Te sl1ot1ld cl1erefore look n1ore closel)' at 
\\Tl1at \\'as i11\1ol\red i11 tl1is "seco11d rise of ~1etl1ocli 111," 11a111el)' tl1e 
society in Sa\1a1111a.l1. '"' es le)' \\11·ites i11 l1is ) our11al: "\i\Tc co11sidered 
i11 \vl1at ma1111e1· '\'e 111igl1t lJe 111ost u eful to tl1e little flock at Sa\'a11
nal1. A11d 've agreed, (I ), to ad\1 ise t.l1e 111ore eriot1s a111011g tl1e111 to 
for111 t11en1sel\1es i11 to a sort of Ii ttle societ)', a11cl to 111ect 011ce or t'vice 
a \\1eek, i11 order to re1)r0\1e, i11strl1Ct, a11d exl1ort 011e a11otl1er." l le 
\\TC11t 011 to descril)e 110''' t11is societ)' 'vas di\1ided i11to 1Ja11ds 011 tl1e 
1\1ora,,ia11 1)atte1·11: ''(2), to select out of tl1ese a s111alle1· 11u111l)er fo1· a 
111ore i11ti111ate t111io11 \~lit11 eacl1 otl1e1·, ,vJ1icl1 i11igl1t lJe for\varded , 
partly b)' our co11\1ersi11g si11gl)1 ''' itl1 eacl1, a11d 1)artl)' b)' i11,·iti11g t11e111 
a]] toget11cr to ou1· J1ouse." 4 1.,11e)' 111et 011 '''ed11esda)', I~"rida)r, a11d 
St111da)' e\1e11i11gs. \\Titl1i11 a. fe,v \\'eeks a si111ila1· societ)' \\fas 111eeti11g 
011 the sa1ne e\1e11i11gs i11 t11e soutl1er11 out1)ost of Jiort li rede1·ica.5 1.,l1e 
111e1nlJers atte11di11g s1)e11t "alJout a11 11our i11 1)ra)1er, si11gi11g, a11d 111u
tual ex11ortatio11." 6 1..11e Collectio11 of Psaln1s a11d l-l)111111s afI01·d a 
sa1111)1e of ,v}1at tl1ey sa11g 011 tl1ose occasio11s. 

Tl1us "'\\Tesle)' clearly i11troduced l\1etl1odis111 as a 1110\'e111e11t a11d 
eve11 as a11 e1nl)r)'O societ)' to Ai11erica, a11d ii1deed i11 so1ne featt1res 
of tl1e CXJ)Cri111e11t A111erica see111 to J1old j)riorit)' 0\1er c;reat l3ritai11. 
l~ut our nc ·t i11ajor q uestio11 '"'ould seek to disco\•e1· \Vl1etl1er i11 fact 
tl1ese ex1)eri111e11ts \\rl1icl1 certai11l)1 1)r0\1ed f1·uitft1l in J~11gla11d ])ore 
all)' ki11d of fruit in Ai11erica. 'i\1as tl1ere at1)' co11ti11uity ])et\\1ee11 tl1is 
ex1)e1·i111e11tal i11troductio11 of 1\1etl1odis111 to Georgia i11 1736 a11d its 
per111a11e11t estal)lisl1111e11t ii1 otl1er }Ja1·ts of i11erica cl1irty )'Cars later? 
1..11is 111ajor qL1e tio11 ca11 ]Jest ])e a1).1)roacl1ed ])y 'vay of se\1eral n1i11or 
q11estio11s, bt1t e\re11 so it 111ust ])e co11fessecl tl1at 110 CC>Illj)lete 11or co111

3. 'i\Tcsley. J1' orks, XIII, 30i· 
4. '\'esley, j ournal, 1, J 97-205: Luke T)crn1an, 1·1ze Oxford 1\1ethodists, p. 79. Cf. 

p. 189 for a sirnilar but indc1>endent account of these events. 
5. 'Ve ley, journal, I, 226- 30, 232. 
6. ' '\'csley, J_etters, 1, 214. 
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1)elli11g ans,ver ca11 l)e gi\re11. E11c>t1gl1 fl>r Ottr 1)resse11t })t1r1)ose t.l1at 
so111e doubt are J'aised al)out tl1e ,co111111011 a u1111)tio11 t11at tl1e 011ly 
li11k lJet\\'ee11 tl1e J\111erica11 i\Ietl1odis111 of i 736 a11d tl1at of i 766 'vas 
t11a t tl1 C)' botl1 origii1a ted i11 tl1e Britisl1 Jsl cs, tl1<Jt1gl1 quite i11de1)e11
de11 tl )' of eacl1 otl1e1'. 

DIJ) \l\7ESLE\' FAIL IN GEOllGIA? 

A11cl first, '''as \\7esle)''s Georgia 111issio11 a failure? r-J..11e a11S\\1er 
see1ns to be l)otl1 "Yes' ' a11d " .To." E\·e11 so111e of tl1e 1)racticcs cl1a1·ged 
agai11st 11i111, sucl1 as l1 is i·igorous f)u t fai tl1 fu l 1)astc>ral \1isi ta tio11s, 
J)l"O\'ed i11 fact of real s1)iritual \1alt1e, a11d tl1e li\'es of so111e of l1is 
1)arishio11ers 'vere certai11l)' altered for t11c better. 1""'11e f)ietist 1)astor 
of tl1e SalzlJurger co111111u11it)' at Ne'v El>e11ezer, ~1arti11 l3olzius, })aid 
I1igl1 tribute to '\Tesl C)' , tl10 ug·l1 11e ,,·as 11c>t })l i11d to tl1e fact tJ1at 
'\

1esle)1's 1)erso11al faitl1 11cecled clee1)e11i11g: ' '1-fe does t11e '"101·k of tl1e 
Lc>r<l, a11d si11ce l1e is 1nost affectio11atel)' diSJ)Osed to,va1·ds l1is Sa\riou1· 
a11d tl1e sot1ls of l1is co11gregatio11, tl1e true ai1d cl1ief Sl1e1Jl1erd 1vill 
surel)' up1)l)' l1i1n 'vitl1 a. g·~reater 111easu1'e of tl1e jJiritus l~va11gelici . 

I le 1Jerfor111s tl1e duties of Cl11·i tianit)' very ea1,1estl)', a11d visits 11is 
})COJ)le i11dt1stri<lL1Sl)', a11'd is 'vell recei\1ed by so1ne." 7 '''e 11ote tl1at 
lac;t j)l1rase, ''1\1ell recei\1ed b)' sorr1e," 11ot 0111)7 for its li111itatio11s, l)tlt 
also for its })Ositi\·e co11te11t. '\Tcsley l1i111self could co11scie11tiousl)1 

clai111: ''All [i.e., all t.l1e l\ 11glisl1-s1)eaki11g settlers] ii1 Georgia 11a\7e 
11eard tl1e '''01·d of God. So111e l1a,·e l)elie\1cd, a11d begu11 to ru11 'velJ. 
A fe,,· step l1ave lJee11 take11 to,,·ards JJUlJlisl1i11g tl1e glad tidi11gs botl1 
to tl1e Af1'ica11 a11d tl1e A111erica11 l1eatl1e11" 8- i.c., tl1e l31acks a11d tl1 ,e 
l11dia11 . 

But l1e a11tago11ized a ruli11g factio11-11ot tl1e first i11i11ister to con1
n1it tl1is cardi11al si11, i1or tl1e last-a11d so \\1as lost to tl1ose 'vl10111 l1e 
l1ad alread)' ser\1ed and 111igl1t 1vell }1a\1e ser\1ed far })etter. Cl1arles 
l)ela111otte, ,,·}10 acco1111)a11ied '"'esley as a scl1ool111aster a11d f)eca111e a 
la)' })reacl1e1· i11 Sa\1a1111al1, sta)1ed })el1i11(l \Vl1e11 '"' esle)' left, a11d after 
a fe,,r "''eeks of des1)011denC)' re1Jorted tl1at tl1e a\7a1111al1 societ)' \Vas 
co11ti11ui11g to 111eet for 1)1·a)·ers a11cl fello,vsl1i1) i11 J1is J10111e, l1a\ri11g 
lJce11 tl1r11ed Ollt of 'i\'esley's. Re11e,ved }Jersecutio11 dro\1e so111e a'va)', 

7. ~larlin chn1idt, john ll'esle)'." A Theological JJiog·rafJh)', I, 180. 
8. \'Vesley, j ournal, l, 435. 



b11t u11itecl tl1e re1nai11cler, a fe,\1 beco111ir1g ''zealous ad\rocates for the 
IJord God of Hosts." 9 J)ela111otte tl1us })eca111e JJU1)lic e11e111)' 1o. 1 for 

tl1e rt1li11g t~liqt1e, l1eaded by So1)l1y 1-Iopke)' 's u11cle a11d gL1ardia11, 
Tl101nas Causto11, ,v}10 }1eld t11e strategic j)Ositio11 of: cl1ief 111agistrate, 
a11d 'vas deter111i11ed to "break tl1e 11eck of" tl1e societ)'· Evil ru111ors 
\Vere spread abot1t ''tl1at 111011ster \\Tesle)' a11d 11is cre,v." CaL1ston 

i11ten1 ie,ved e\rer)' incml)er c)f tl1e societ)', 'vitl1 botl1 }Jro111ises ai1d 
tl1reats. J\ la\VSllit \Vas begu11. Tl1is ti111e tl1e gra11d juf)' dis111issed tl1e 

cl1arges agai11st Dela111otte, as i11oti\rated 111erely f))' "spite ai1d 111alice 
against fr. \i\' esle)'·" 10 1 -.l1e eff,ect \\1as si111ilar, 110,ve\1er. Six 111011tl1s 
af:ter \\Tesle)' 11i1nself: Charles Dela111otte also \vas f1·oze11 ot1t of Sa\1a11

11aJ1 a11d rett1r11ed to I~r1g·la11d. l)ut 11<.>t lJefore l1e 1)assed 011 tl1e torch 
of e\1angelis1n to Georg·e \\711itefield, a11otl1er 111e111ber of tl1e Oxfo1·d 
~1Iethodists co111e to sticceed tl1 e \ \Tesle)' . \ \7l1i tefield an·i \1ed i11 Sa
,,an11ah 011 l\la)' 7, 1738, a11d sadl)' 11oted t11e ''111an)' di\1isions among 
tl1e inhal)ita11ts." 11 '"'l1en Dela111otte set sail 011 Ju11e 2 'i\' l1itefield re
marked 110,v at least ''tl1e }Joor JJeOJJle la111e11ted tl1e loss of l1i1n, a11d 
\\'e11t to t11e \Vaterside to take a last fare,vell." 12 

J t \\1 as i11 tl1is context t}1at vVl1 i tefield CTO\VTied a tribute to the 
lal)ors of l1is '',\1ortl1y predecessors" i11 Geo1·gia '''itl1 tl1is testi1no11y: 
"The good :Nlr..Jol111 ' '\ ' esle)' l1as do11e i11 A111erica, u11der God, is in
expressible. His na111e is \1ery i)recious amo11g tl1e peo1Jle; a11d l1e 11as 
laid such. a. f:ou11datio11, tl1at I l1ope 11ei tl1er 111e11 nor de,rils 'vill ,e,1er 
be able to sl1ake.'' \\T}1itefield '\1as u11dt1ly ,<J})ti111istic in l1is exulJera11ce, 
of cot1rse, as \\'ell as 111ore tl1an a little 11a·ive. Po,,re1ful 111en like Cau
ston clid in fact joi11 forces 'vitl1 tl1e de\1il to sl1ake tl1e fou11datio11s of 
devout Cl1ristian living and e\1a11gel ical fello,vsl1i p laid by 'i\' esle)' a11d 
his Oxford 1\letl1odist co1111)a11io11s. As a 1·esult 11istOT)' has not been 
able to poi11t to a11y dra1natic fruits of V\Tesle)1's lalJors i11 Georgia. 
Fruits, 110,ve\1er, tl1ere certai11l)1 ' ''ere. 't\7l1e11 in i 778 \i\Tesley JJreacl1ed 
on ''tl1e late \Vork of God in Nortl1 A111erica" l1e spoke of tl1e ''Great 
Awake11ing" u11der Jonatl1an Ed\\1ards i11 N e\\1 Engla11d, a11d in tl1e 
same breath of a si111ulta11eous "'\'Ork o[ grace i11 tl1e 11e,\1l)1-pla11ted 
colo11y oE Georgia ... botl1 at Sa\rannal1 a11d Frede1·ica; 1na11}' i11quir
ing 'vl1at tl1ey 111ust do to be sa\1ed, a11d 'bringi11g forth fTuits 111eet for 

g. Ibid.• \ rJJI, 308-10, a letter from Charles Delamotte to '\7esley, dated Savannah, 
Feb. 2~h 1738, the original being in the ~1ethodist Archives, London. 

10. Loe. cit. 

l 1. \\'hi teficld, ]ourrials, p. 155· 

12. Ibid., p. 157. 
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re1)entance.' " 13 For tl1is l1e ga\'e m11ch credit to the ~loravians, though 
tl1is co11ld l1ardl)1 be tr11e-except i11directly-i11 Frederica. \\7hitefield 
l1i111self ecl1oecl tl1at earl)' trib11te i11 the last 111essage '\rl1icl1 l1e sent to 
Cl1arles \\Tesle}' i11 1770: ''Do pray. I am s11re 1)ra)'ers }Jt1t up abo\1e 
tl1irt)' )'ears ag,o are no'v lJeing a11s\vered; a11cl, I a111 perst1aded, 1ve 
shall )'et see g·reater tl1i11gs tl1an these." 14 Yet '\vl1e11 all tl1e tributes 
ha\1e been 1)aicl to \\'esley's earl)' Arnerica11 mi11istr)' it is prolJabl)r 
fair to Sa)' tl1at tl1e i11fl11ence of \\Tesle)' on Georgia 'vas of less in1
porta11ce tl1an tl1e i11fl11e11ce of Georgia on \ \Tesle)'· 

FROI\1 l 73i 1"'0 1766 

A11otl1er q uestio11 affecti i1g· tl1is })fOl)l e111 of co11ti11 t1i ty is tl1is: Did 
\i\Tesley sl1ake tl1e d11st of A111erica fro111 l1is feet i11 1737 t111til l1is i111
1nigra11t follo,vers re,,i,red l1is i11terest i11 tl1e 176o's? B)' 110 rneans. 
Botl1 brotl1ers 111ai11tai11ecl a \\1ar111 i11terest i11 J\111erica, ancl botl1 
1101)ed to retur11. \\1esle)1's li11ks ,,,itl1 Jo11atl1a11 Ecl,vards, £01· i11sta11ce, 
are in t11e111sel\'es suflicie11t fo1· a cl1apter, or e\re11 a book. \Vesle)' 
edited a11d I'ept1blished i11ore of Ecl,vards's 'vriting,s tl1an of an)' 1otl1er 
1na11.15 He '".ras 011 ter111s of '\1ar111 frie11clsl1 ip 'vi tl1 Ed'vards' successor 
as Preside11t of Pri11ceto11 College, Sa1nuel l)a,rie~, a11cl fT0111 1755 011
'\1arcls se11t 1)~1rcels of l1is O'\r11 1)ublicatio11s to Da\ries in \Tirgi11ia, tl1e 
1nost t1sef11l l>ei11g l1is l1y11111books. T11ese 1)r0\1ed so l)Op11lar tl1at 

Da\1ies i·e1)orted that tl1e Neg1·oes '\70t1ld sit up for ,v}10.1e 11igl1ts sir1gi11g 
tl1e111.16 \Vesle)' did i1ot forget A111erica, 1101· <1icl An1erica forget l1i1n. 
Se\'eral of 11is j)Ul)licatio11s 'vere sold a11d re1)ri11ted i11 Pl1ilaclelpl1ia 
f1·01n 1 i39 011,,rards, by tl1e Bradfords, b)' 13e11ja111i11 Fra11klin, ancl b)1 

CJ iristopl1er Sat11·, for '\1}1 ose G cr111a11-spea king })l.t lJl ic \ Ves.l e)'' s ex
tract fro111 \\Tillia111 I ..a,v e11titled 1"/ze J\Tat111·e arid 1Jesig11 of Clz1·is
tia11 ity pro\1ed n1ost pO})ll lar. 

Ne\1ertl1eless al] tl1is does 11ot see111 to l1a\re led to tl1e cstal>lisl1111e11t 
of a11)1otl1er S()ecific ~1etl1oclist societies l)et,vee11 tl1ose i11 GecJrgia ancl 
tl1ose fou11ded fartl1er i1ortl1 i11 t11e 176<J's }))' l\letl1odist i1111nigra1rts. 
Tl1e l\1etl1odist 111overrierit, ho,ve\1e1·, i11 tl1e l)roader se11se, co11tint1ed 
long after tl1e \\Te le)'S left r\111erica, a11cl lo11g· after i11 E11gla11d it l1ad 

i3. \\7esley, J!J'orks, \ TJJ, 410. 
14. l "'homas Jackson, l .ife of the Rev. Charles JJ'esley , 11, 243. 
15. Secbelo"~·,p.71 . 

16. \Vesley, ]ou1·11al, l\' , 101, 125-G, 194-5. 
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bee11 O\'Crsl1ado,,ved 1))' tl1c i\1etl1odist sociel)1• Tl1e title "l\1etl1odist" 
'vas used i1ot 0111 }' of '\'l1i tefield, to '\1110111 it cl earl)' bclo11ged, ])ut of 
1na1l)' e\1a11gelical leaders 'valki11g i11 t11e ste})S of l~reli11gl1u)1sen, I~d

'\rards, tl1e 1.,e1111e11ts, ai1d Da\ries. 1.,11e "e11tl1usias111" of t11ese so-called 
1\fetl1odists aroused tl1e sa1ne ki11d of ai1 tago11is111 as t11a t faced b)' t11eir 
fell<),VS i11 E11gla11d, i11cludi11g 1)ersecutio11 fro1n tl1e 111crican 111e111
l)ers of tl1e Cl1urcl1 of: E11gland. 1.,11e A11glica11 1nissio11aries of tl1e 
S.P.G. se11t a joi11t report i11 1747 stati11g tl1at it '''as "a 111atter of great 
co111fort ... to see i11 all })laces tl1e ear11est zeal of t11e 11eo1)le i11 1)ress
i11g for,vard i11to tl1e Cl1urcl1 fro111 tl1e co11ft1sio11s ,,·}1icl1 l\1et11odis111 
11ad si)read a1no11g tl1c111." 17 111 1763-4, tl1e Ai1glica11 iti11erant i11is
sio11ar)' 1.,l10111as J)arto11, '"1110 ser\1ed i11 Pe1111S)1l\'ania f ro1n 1754, re
})Orted tl1at "tl1e Cl1L1rcl1 of E11gla11d ... l1as l1ithe1·to stood lier grou11d 
a111idst all the rage a11d 'vi1d11ess of fa11aticis1n, ... '\rl1ilst ~fethodist 
a11d Ne''' Lig11ts l1a\1e roa111'd o\·er tl1e cou11tr)', ']eadi11g capti\1e silly 
'"'0111e11', a11d dra,vi11g i11 tl1ot1sa11ds to adOj)t tl1eir stra11ge a11d 110\1el 
doct1·i11es.'' 18 

1.,11e focal poi11t of t11e ter111 "l\1et11odist" i11 its ge11eral se11se a11d 
to so111e exte11t at least i11 its specific se11 e, botl1 i11 J·:11gla11d and i11 
A111erica, ''ras George '\7l1itefield. I Ic \\'as '\7esle)·'s }>tl})il, a11d a 111e111
ber of tl1e l1:ol)' Club, su111111011ed lJ)' '\'esle)' to l1el1) l1i1n i11 Georgia. 
111 la1·ge 111easure l1e s11cceeded i11 acco1111)lisl1i11g i11 A111erica 'vhat 
'i\Tesle)' retur11ed to accon11)lish i11 13ritai11. Tl1e fire of tl1e Great 
A,,·ake11i11g-a11d of tl1e Georgia a'vake11i11g-,,·as co11ti11ually cl) i11g 
d0\\'11 fo1· ,,·a11t of fuel, but it 'vas 1~eki11clled a11d spread 1>)' '\1l1itcfield. 
l Tot 0111)' did l1e hel1) A111erica to i11ai11tai11 tl1e s1)iritt1al glo\\1 • Ile c:tlso 
exercised a co11sta11tl)' i11ello\vi11g effect 011 t11e te11cle11cies tO'\'\'ard 
ha1·sh purita11is111 a11d dr)' ortl1odox)' a111011g tl1e e\1a11gclical disse11t
ers 011 tl1e 011e l1a11d, a11<l 011 tl1e rcligiot1s for1nalis111 a11cl })Olitical 
Toryis111 of the A11glica11 111i11isters 011 tl1e otl1er. Certai11J)r t11c l'iol)r 
Club J)la)'Cd a11 i1111)orta11t role i11 s1>rec:1rli11g \'ital 1·eligio11 tl1rc>t1gl1out 
eigl1 tee11 tl1-ce11 tur)' A111erica, e\·e11 tl1oug11 tl1 is '''as lJrc> ug11 t a lJou t IJ). 

a. ~1.etl1odist 1110\1 e111e11t rc.ttl1e1· tl1a11 ])y 111ea11s of :\1etl1odist sc>cieties 
orga11icall)' li11ked \vitl1 tl1ose i11 J~11gla11d. 

It 11as ofte11 })ee11 clai111ed, indeed, tl1at '\1 hitefield fc>r1ned 110 so

17. C. F. J>ascoe. 1·u10 Jiundred }'ears of the .P.G., p. 45. Cf. the rash of printed 
attacks b} ministers and 111inisterial associations in 'e''' England on \\1hitefield in i745. 
as C\ idcnccd by Charles ]~\ans, A n1e1 ican /Jibliog1aphy , ~os. 5531 • 5551, 5563, 5589, 5592. 
5605, 5609, 5617, 5613, 5668, 5670, 5678, 5680, 5690. 

18. J>ascoe, 01>. cit., 1>. 37. 
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cieties in A1nerica. Tl1is is i1ot quite trt1e. Botl1 i11 E11g·Iand and 
A111erica l1e stressecl tl1e \1alt1e of Cl1ristia11 fello,\1sl1i1). I-Tis first ' 'isits 
to Pl1iladel1)l1ia i11 i 739 \Vere cor1st11r1n1atecl lJ)' tl1e for111atio11 of t'\10 

societies, a11d tl1e society ,v}1icl1 l1e for1l1ed at Le,,res 'vas still rot1si11g 
tl1e ire of tl1e local J\11glica11 i11issio11ar)' ir1 i ·j4 1.19 I re,1ertl1eless l1e 
orga11ized Jl(J ''co1111exio11" i11 J\111erica, eitl1er i11\\Tesle)''s 11a111e or 11is 
c>,v11. l -.J1e l\letl1odis1n tl1at 11e l1acl lear11ed at Oxford 'vas diffused 
tl1rougl1 existi11g ai1cl 11e,vl)r createcl cl1L1rcl1es of otl1er de1101ni11atio11s. 
111 tl1is process \ \T esl ey tl10 L1gl1t tl1a t '\Tl1i tefield sq t1a11dered 11is spiri
tL1al fruits, )'et i11 order to j)reser\re si111ilar fruits i11 1~11gla11<1 \\Tesle)' 
l1i111self '\1as led i11to forn1i11g a i·i,ral de110111i11atio11 to tl1e Cl1urcl1 of 
}~11gla11d. 111 t11is res1)ect it could lJe argt1ed tl1at '\'l1itefield \Vas a })et
ter ~1etl1odist tl1a11 \ \T esl C)'. I11 spite of t11ei r differe11ces, l10,ve\1er, 
bc>tl1 ecclesiastical a11cl tl1eological, tl1e)r re111ai11ed close frie11ds a11d 
colleagt1es u11til \\Tl1itefi.eld's deatl1 i11 i 770. ~or is tl1ere a11y 1nore 
si11cere or discerni11g t1·il>t1te to \!\TJ1itefield's C\'ang·elis111 tl1a11 \\Tesle)1's 
ft111eral ser111011, 1)reacl1ed at \\Tl1itefield's 1~eql1est botl1 i11 11is o'v11 
I~o11do11 l1eadquarters a11d i11 \'\Tesley's Fou11cler)'· 

s a11 e\1a11gelist-at-large \\Tl1it.efielcl l1el1)ed to kee1) ali,,e a SJ)irit t1al 
ex1)ecta11cy i11 A111erica \vl1icl1 lJotl1 stal)ilizecl tl1e Cl11·istia11 de110111i
11atio11s alread)' i11 bei11g a11d kept tl1e soil i11 cc.111ditio11 for tl1e co111i11g 
of \\1esle)1's 1)reacl1ers. ,..l""'his 'vas tl1e ~1etl1odist 1110\re111e11t. '\Tl1itefield 
did e\1e11 inore, i1u1·turi11g· i11di,,iduals a11cl grOU})S ,,1}10 late1, for111ed 
tl1e 1111clei of 111ore SJJecifically ~1etl1odist societies. Tl1ere ar·e l1i11ts of 
tl1is i11 '~l1at beca111e tl1e n1ai11 ce11ters of l\1et11odist i11fit1e11ce. In ~Iary
la11d tl1e I3a)1ards of Bol1e111ia l\fa1101· \rere a111ong \\TJ1itefield's clisci
l)les a11d seen1 t(> l1a\re beco111e SUJJ})Orters of \\Tes ley's societies.20 111 
J>l1iladelpl1ia t11e little grott}) tl1at gatl1erec1 arou11d Ca1)tai11 ...fho111as 
\\

1elJl> i11 1767 a1)1)are11tly 11t11111Jered t\VO of \l\Tl1itefield's C()t1verts, Ed
\\'ard E\ra11s ai1d Ja111es E111erso11, tl1e latte1· c>f \Vl10111 is SU])}JOsed to 
l1a\1e 11e]d togetl1e1· a grou1) c>f ''~1etl1idies" fo1· a ge11eratio11.21 111 l'\e,,1 

"l'c>rk "\\'11 i tefielcl l1el1)ed to kee1J al i\1e at least a flicker of C\1a11gel is111, 

19. '\1hitcfielcl, journals. y)p. 420-1; article by the Rev. John N. Link, "\i\1as I...e,ves 
before J>hiladelphia?," Christian Advocate, June 24, 1961. 

20. James 13ayard \Vrote to '\711itefield, !\1ay 10 , 1749, "O that the 1nidnight state of 
the Church of l~nglancl rnight be rcn1en1bered by our I>car 1'~n1n1anuel." (George '\TJ1ite· 
field Corrcs1>ondence, I.ibrary of Congress). Joseph E\'erett of Queen Anne's County, 
~1ar) land , '''as con\erted under \\1hi tefield , becan1e a J>resbyterian, but later served as 
a ~1cthodist itinerant (\\1• ,V. S\\•eet, Religion 011 the A111erica11 }~rontier, 1783-1840, 
\ 'oL I\', 1'J1e J.1 ethodists, I)· Son .). 

21. Francis J-I. 1.,ces, The Beginnings of ft.1ethodisnz, J)j). Sg-91. 

http:ge11eratio11.21
http:societies.20
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a11d a re\1i\1a] 011 Lo11g Isla11d i11 i 764 died do,v11 only to 1Je quickly 
rekindled by Ca1)tain Tl10111as '''elJl), leading to tl1e organization of 
1'1etl1odist societies i11 orga11ic toucl1 '"i tl1 '''esl e)'· 22 Jesse I...ee clai1ned 
tl1at \\TJ1itefielcl 01)e11ed tl1e \'Va)' for tl1e later 1etl1odist 1)reacl1ers sucl1 
as l1i111seJf.23 

l~y tl1e i76o's tl1e desire fl>r C\1a11g·elical 1)reacl1ers could })e J1eard 
on 1e\1ery side, and 'Vl1itefieJd 'vas }Jrol)a}Jl)' tl1e first to ask \i\Tesle)' to 
se11d 1ne11 over to l1el1). 111 Se1)te111l)er, i764, l1e ,,,rote fro111 Pl1iladel
J)hia: ''1-Iere is i·ooin for a l1u11dred iti11era11ts. I ..ord Je tis, se11d }))' 
\·vl10111 Tl1ou 'vii t se11d." 24 111 a11s'''er to st1cl1 pleas '\Tesle}' re1)I ied tl1at 
l1e could s1)a1·e no iti11era11ts, lJut tl1at ''so111e of tl1e local 1)reacl1ers 
['''e1·e] equal botl1 i11 grace and gifts to 111ost of tl1e iti11era11ts," l·eco111
111e11di11g to 'i\'l1itefield 011e i11a11 i11 1)articula1·.25 

Alread)' a fe,v otl1er 1etl1odist local ])reachers a11d cla s-leaders l1ad 
co111e out to A111erica £01· \1arious 1)erso11al reaso11s, e peciall)' I risl1 
~1etl1ocJists seeking a 11e'v ecc>110111ic start. J)t1ri11g tl1e 176o's tl1ese 111e11 
'''ere e11c<>t1raged to in£1ke ''e11tl1res i11 l1oldi11g fello'"'sl1i1) grou1)s a11d 
1)1·eacl1i11g i11 a s1nall '\\13)', 1)artict1larl}' JlolJert Stra,,1bridge i11 l\1a1)'
Ja11d a11d Pl1ilip 1~111bt11·}1 i11 1e,\1 )'ork. 1--11eir efforts '\Vere co-ordi11ated 
and 11e'\v e\1a11gelis1n '\Vas begu11 })y tl1e i11ost 111ol)ile of all tl1e local 
preacl1ers, Ca1)tai11 Tl10111as 'I\'ebb. I...etters fro111 tl1ese a11d otl1ers
es1Jeciall)' T110111as Ta)'lo1·-111ade it clea1· to '\'esle}' tl1at l1e 111l1st e11d 
out iti11era11ts a11d take so1ne res1Jo11silJilit)' £01· orga11izi11g ocieties.26 

1--11e first t'\VO iti11era11ts ca111e ot1t i11 1769, a11d '''esle) a ked '\'l1itefield 
to kee1) a fatherl)' C)'C 011 t11c111. 111erica11 l\letl1odis111, i11 it ociet)' 
1)l1ase, after a le11gtl1}' gestatio11 a11d JJrolo11ged a11d co1111)licated la
})ors, l1<:1cl at last l>ee11 l)or11. 

'"'l1ere does tl1is lea\re llS i11 ou1· disct1ssio11 of tl1e 1Jegin11i11gs of 
A111erica11 l\1ethodis111? '"'itl1 t\VO clear dates at tl1e outer cxtre111es 
and i11t1cl1 u11certai11t)' i11 tl1e 111iddle. I tl1i11k tl1at ''Te ca11 clai111 tl1at 

22. James \\7addell of Lancaster County, \'irginia, ,,·rote '\\Thitefield Augu t 5, 1766, 
asking \i.rhether tl1e Long Island 1evi,al had been "injured or intcr1u1>ted b) the ta1n1> 
Act," and requesting \\'hitefield to send one of l1is "flaming preacl1er " to itinerate 
through \'irginia (\\1hitefield correspondence, l.ibr ar) of Congre s). Fo1 \\ebb, ee beJo,v, 
d1a1). 4. 

23. Jesse Lee, A Short 11istory of the J\1ethodists, p. 38. 1~his '''as perhaps e pecially 
true in 'e''' England, '"here\\ l1itefield began his labors in 1740 by succe fully pleading 
'''ith the 1ninisterial students at Harvard and )'ale for a oonvcrtecl 1ninist1y. Sec J)alli
more, J1'hitefield, I, 547-62. See also pp. 30-2 belo\v. 

24. Arrni11ia1z A1agazi11e, \T (Aug., 1782), 439. 
25. Letter to \\'l1itefield, ~1arch 21, 1767 (l...etters, \', 44-5). 
26. See below, chap. 5. 

http:ocieties.26
http:1)articula1�.25
http:l1i111seJf.23
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1etl1odis111 as <.1 111<J\re1nent bega11 \Vitl1 tl1e \\7es1C)'S i11 1736 a11cl as a 
cl1u1·cl1 i11 1784. l\Ietl1oclist societies c)f a ki11d existed fro111 1736 a11cl 
re111ained a feature of tl1e 1110\1e111e11t, tl1oug·l1 st1lJject to i11ucl1 fluctu
atio11 and offeri11g· little co11crete IJroof of: i·eal co11ti11uit)' i11 a11y area. 
1..11e f1·a111e of ri1i11d a11d l1eart 'vl1icl1 \\Tesle)' tl1ol1gl1t of as l\fetl1odis1n, 
110,re\1er, \\1as ke1)t ;1'1 i \'e l))' scatterecl e\1 a11ge lical leaclers, a11cl esi)e
cial l)' b)' 11is for111er S})iri tt1al I ieute11a11 t Geo1·ge \ \Tl1i tefield, '"11ose co
ord i11ati11g lalJot1r for tl1e s1)ecificall)' 1etl1odist societies \Vere take11 
O\ er b)' Ca1)tai11 \\7e1J]) i11 1766 01· earl)' 1767. 

'\1e all like to l1a\1e so111etl1i11g ta11gilJle to celel)rate, of course, a11d 
've ])refer it to 1Je as clearcut as JJ<lSsilJle. It see111s t<J 111e t11at altl1ot.1gl1 
tl1e 1Jirtl1 of tl1e ~1etl1odis1n 1110\'C111e11t i11 A111erica 111ust lJe dated i11 
1736, tl1e co11sciou for111a tio11 of grotI J)S of co11 \1erted a11d co11 \1erti11g 

l1ri tia11s i11to ~1.etl1odist societie looki11g to ]01111 '"'esle)' as tl1ei1· 
exe111plar a11d leade1· IJega11 i11 1766. It see111s quite clear tl1at llobert 
Stra,vb1·idge's first l\1ar)1la11d societ)' \Vas i11 01)eratio11 at tl1e late t l)y 
Ju11e oE tl1at )'ear, ai1d i11 OctolJe1· PJ1ili1) l~ 111l)tlr)' 1Jega11 to 1)r,e;1,cl1 :i11 
... 

1e,,1 )'ark. T11e societ)' at I ...eesl)urg, \ l irgi11ia, ca11 e\re11 1)oi11t to a 
cl1a1)el deed dated i 766. f ucl1 l101ne'''ork re111ai11s to be do11e before 
a clearer pictu1·e e1nerges, as I belie\re it e\1e11tuall)' lvill. 

1"11ere is 011e f11rtl1e1· ,coin for ti 11g a11d c11a l l ei1gi11g C<)11sideratio11, 
110'\'C\1er. I~ar 111ore i1111)<)rta11t tl1a11 tl1ese dates <>f ~lethoclist l>eg·i11
11i 11gs are tl1e data i11 t11e Iiteral se1 ise of tl1a t I...ati11 'vorcl, tl1e '' tl1i11gs 
gi' en'' b)' God for t11e e11ricl1111e11t of t11is great 11atio11 througl1 1etl1
odi in. J ol1n 111a)' l1a\1e 1)la11ted, a11d George 111a)' 11a\1e ,,,atered, lJut 
tl1rough the 11t1rtu1·e of Rol)ert a11cl 1'11 i Ii}) a11d T110111as, a11d es1)eciall)' 
of l~ra11cis, God e\1e11tually ga\1e a 'vo11derful i11crea e. 



3. THE LAY l)I01 1EERS OF A 1El~ICA 
1\1 El~ I-I 0 D I S ~1. 

'"Tl1e year i 766, as 've 11a\1 e see11, \\1as epocl1al i11 tl1e 11isto1·)' of A1ner
ica11 l\1etl1odis111. It for111s a l1igl1l)' ' 'isil1le la11d111a1·k i11 tl1e era of tl1e 
la)r j)ioneers of t11e 1et11odist Societ)' i11 Ainerica, a11 era \\1l1icl1 lasted 
for al)out l\\70 decades, u11til tl1e iti11era11t 1)reacl1ers se11t lJ)' ' '' esle)' to 
co11solidate tl1ese })egi1111i11gs C\1e11tuall)1 took cl1a1·ge. l 'l1c11 in i 784 
~1etl1odis111 lJeca111e a c11urcl1, i11 \vl1icl1 tl1e lait)' \Vere regarded a 
l1el1)ers 1·atl1e1· tl1a11 as leaders. 1'l1ese la)' JJio11eer , quite 11aturall)1

, 

\Vere Britisli i111111igra11ts, altl1ot1gl1 tl1ey '\1ere l1igl1ly successful i11 re
c1·uiti11g 11ati\1e A111erica11s as colleagt1es. It is tl1crefore fitti11g tl1at 
'''e sl1ould stud)' tl1e111 agai11st tl1e i)ackg·rou11d of earlier Briti h l\1et11
odist laity. 

])uri11g tl1e \vi11ter of i711 - 12 t11e fatl1er of tl1c ''' esle)'S ''ras i11 
I.Jo11do11 ful filli11g l1is duties as a i11e111JJer of tl1e c:o1l\'OCatio11 of t11e 
Cl1urch of J~11gla11d, lea\ring a S(J111e\\1l1at i11effecti\1e curate i11 charge 
of t11e 1)arisJ1 of l~J)\VOrt11. Susa1111a \\Tesle)' 11ot 0111)' C()11ducted 1)ra)1ers 
a11d read ser111011s for lier O\v11 large fa111il)1 

, l1ut tl11·e,v ope11 11er l10111e 
£01· as i11atl)' of. tl1e 1)arisl1io11ers as \Vi l1ed to cro'''d i11to l1er kitcl1e11. 
011 occasio11 as 111a11)' as t'vo 11t111dred asse111lJled 011 u11da) C\ e11i11gs, 
111ost of t11e111 star1di11g all tl1c ti111e. ()t11ers could 11ot get i11, a11d de
cided to co111e earlier tl1e i1ext ti111e. '"l~l1c jealc>u ctirate co1111)lai11ed 
to tl1e Revere11d a11111el \i\1e le)' that l1is \vife '"ra tur11i11g tl1e 1)ar
so11age i11to a disse11ti11g 111eeti11g l1ouse. 11e herself, i11dced, S]JOke of 
tl1e gatl1eri11g as ''our societ)'." Sa111t1cl \i\' esley '''rote aski11g l1er to 
desist. S11e 1·efused to do o l111lcss J1e e ' IJressl) co111111a11ded it -as a 
good se,·e11tee11tl1-ce11tur)1 f)riclc l1e l1ad 1)ro111i ed to olJe)' l1er l1u 
ba11d, ai1d \A.ras i11deed 1)re1)arecl to do so. J-Ia\•i11g U]J011 11is co11scie11ce 
t11e SJ)iritual i111po\1erisl1111e11t of l1is flock, l1e '"'isel)' l1esitated to 1)re s 
l1is autl1ority too far. 1""'11e 111eeti11gs co11ti11t1ed 1111til l1is retu1·11. 1 

111 later )'ears a )'Ot1 tl1ful 111e111 l)er of tl1at ki tcl1e11 congrega tio11 ,~/as 

to SJ)eak of Susa1111a '\' eslC)' as "i11 l1er 111east1re, a }Jreacl1er of 1·igl1

l)eli' ered al An1erican !\1ethodisrn 's J3iccn ten nia I c:elebration , Balti1no1 e, fa T} land, 
A1>ril 21 - 4, 1966. J>ublishcd in Albea Godbold, ed.• J~orever !Jeginning, 1766 1966, pp. 
1694j. Alinost completcl) re\\'ritten for this \'olu1nc. 

1. \\1cslcy, j ournal, Ill, 32-1. In his collected J1'o·rks (1771-1) \\'esley added asterisks 
to this passage to emphasize its s1)ecial i111portancc. 
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teous11ess.' · Tl1is 'vas 110 otl1er tl1a11 l1er so11 J01111, a \1er)' seriot1s eigl1 t
)rear-old 'vl1e11 l1is 111otller lJeca111e tl1e first ~'letl1odist la)' j)reacl1cr. 
1.,l1irt)' )'ears later }1,e 11111st l1a\1e recalled tl1is l111ortl1odox \1e11tu1·e 
'vl1e11 l1is 'vido,ved 111otl1er cl1ecked his l1ast)' a11ge1~ O\'e1· 011e of l1is o'\111 
la)' 11elpers taki11g it u1)011 11i111self to 1)1·eacl1-a 1·eligious exercise 
'''l1icl1 '\Tes] e)' at tl1at ti 1ne co11si<iered j)Cr111issible 0111 )' for orclai11ed 
111i11isters like l1i111self. "Take ca1·e 'vl1at ) ' OLI do '\1itl1 1·es1)ect to tl1at 
)'Ot111g 111a11," Susa1111a '\' esle)' urged, ' 'for l1e is as surely called of God 
to 1)reacl1 as )'OU are." After '\Tesle)' l1ad 11eard 1.,110111as Iaxfield 
1)reacl1, l1is st1·011g 1)rej udices 've1·e 0\1erco111e. 1-Ie 'vas co111pelled, l10,,v
e\1er relucta11tl)·, to agree 'vitl1 l1is 111otl1er, sa)ri11g \Vitl1 tl1e aged Eli 
at tl1e call of )'Ou11g Sa111uel, ' 'It is tl1e I Jord: let l1i111 do '\1l1at see1netl1 
hi111 good." 2 

CHARLES IJELA~101~ I~ 

111 fact ]01111 '\' esle)' J1ad alread)' follo\\1ed l1is 111otl1er's exa1111)le 
0111e )'ears earlier. 111 Georgia J1e l1ad acce1)ted t11e 11elp of a la)1111a11 

as a11 assista11t }Jastor. Cl1a1·les Dela111otte \Vas a sugar i11ercl1ant's so11, 
aged t'\'e11t}1-011e, '''110 \1olu11teered to accu1111)ail)' tl1e Oxford ~1etl1od
ists 011 tl1ei1' i11issio11 to tl1e i11fa11t colo11)' i11 i 735. I le beca111e tl1e first 
scl1ool1nastcr i11 Sa\1a1111al1, a11d ga\1e 111ore ti111e a11d tl1ougl1t to i11still
i11g tl1e }Jri11ciples of religio11 i11to tl1e c11ildre11 tl1ere tl1a11 to lJuildi11g· 
UJJ all)' trade or busi11ess for 11i111self. 1 Tor did l1e seek a11y pa)1111e11t for 
l1is ser\ ice . o de1Je11dalJle ,\·a Cl1arles J)ela1notte tl1at 011 011e oc
casic>11 '\'eslC)' left tl1e com1Jlete ca1·e of tl1e 1)a1·isl1 i11 his 11a11ds for 
11earl)· tl11·ee \veeks, a11d 011 l1is rett1r11 11oted, "I fot111d 111y little flock 
i11 a })etter state tl1a11 I could l1a\1 C ex1)ectecl, c; od l1a\1i11g l)een })leased 
greatl)1 to l)less tl1e e11dea\'Ot1rs of Ill)' fello\\1 Jaf)ol1rer '\1l1ile I \Vas ab
se11t fro111 tl1e111." J)cla111otte 1)la)1ed tl1e 1)art of a trusted f1·ie11d i11 
u rgi 11g ca u tio11 011 'Vcsle)' botl1 i11 11 is i11fa tua tio11 'vi tl1 So11l1 )' 1~opl· e)' 
a11d i11 l1is st1f)seque11t disci1)li11e of l1e1·, tl1ougl1 to 110 a\1ail. 011e b)' 
011e tl1e Oxford ~1etl1odists left Geo1·gia, Cl1arles ''' esle)' after four 
a11d a l1alf 111011tl1s, l3e11ja1ni11 I11g·l1a111 after a )'Car, a11cl Jol111 \i\Tcsle}' 
after 11earl)1 t,,·o. J)ela111otte sta)1ed 011, tl1e s11e1)I1erd of tl1e ~f,etl1odist 
ociet)', }1oldi11g l1is l1eacl Lt}) i11tJ1e111idst of co11ti11t1ed })er ecutio11. He 

111air1tai11ed fello,,·sl1i1> 111eeti11gs for tl1e 111e111lJer i11 l1is O\\' Il J10111e, 
a11d urged l1is frie11cls i11 Oxforcl to se11,d 111ore J1el 1)ers. 1 "'110111as Cau

2. Jl 'JlS, XX\fll , 8. 
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ston, tl1e cl1ief 111agistrate,, tried to get rid of 11i111 as l1e 11ad done of 
\\7esley, b)1 st1111111011i11g a gra11d jur)', }Jut 11is cl1arges agai11st l)e]a
111otte 'ver,e 1dis111issed as caused l))' "11otl1i11g l)ut Sj)ite a11d 111alice 
against. ~i r. \\Tes] C)'.,, 3 

For six 1no11tl1s l)ela111otte l1eld togetl1er t11e first ex1Jeri1ne11tal 
!\1Ietl1<)dist S<Jciet)' i11 A1r1erica. 111 Ju11e, 1738, J1e too retur11ed to l~n
g·Jand, to 111a11age a ))ra11ch of J1is father's sugarlJoili11g })usi11ess i11 
tl1e 11ortl1er11 sea1)ort cJf ]-lull, 'vl1ere \\7esle)' occasio11all)1 111et l1in1. 
1-Ie did 11ot lea\1e, l10,ve\1er, l)efore tl1e arri\1al of tl1e }Jleaded-for rei11
forc,e111ents i11 tl1e 1)erso11 of George \i\' l1itefield. I11deed J)ela111otte l1ad 
so s1)e11t l1is ft111ds as 'vell as J1is tl1ougl1t a11d e11crgy tl1at l1e did 11ot 
l1a\re tl1e pas age 111011e)' 1~ao111e until \\TJ1itefield j)ressed it lIJ)Ol1 hin1.4 

\l\Tl1itefield records tl1e lca\'e-taki11g at tl1e Sa,·a1111al1 ,,·aterfro11t: ' ' I~ri

da)', Ju11e 2, [I i38]. 1~11is C\1e11i11g 1)arted 'vitl1 ki11d Ca1)tai11 \!\111iti11g 
a11d 111)' dear frie11d J)ela111otte, 'vl10 e111barked for I~11gla11d al)out 
se\1en at 11ig·l1t. 1""J1e JJ001· 1)eOJJle la111e11ted tl1e loss of l1i111, a11d 've11t 
to tl1e '\1aterside to take a last fare,vell. A.11d good reaso11 l1ad the)' to 
do so, £01· l1e l1as f)ee11 i11defatigal)le i11 feecli11g Cl1rist's la111bs ,,·it11 tl1e 
si11cere 111ilk of tl1e \i\' ord, a11cl i11a11)' of tl1e1n (l)lessed be C~od) }1a\1e 
gi·o,v11 tl1erel))'· Surel)' I 111ust lal)our lllOst 11earti1)', si11ce I co111e after 
sucl1 '"1ortl1y 11recleccsS<)rs." 5 

A11d so tl1e first la)' 1)io11eer of A1nerica11 1et11odis111, cleclicated 
a11d i11tellige11t, eager )'Cl. le\1el-l1eaded, cle1)arted fro111 tl1ese sl1ores, 
lea\1i11g f)el1ind l1i1n a SJ)iritual cl1alle11ge llOt 0111)' to a l1a11dful of 
l1u1nble settlers i11 c;eorgia, l)ttt to 011e of A111erica's greatest ro,ri11g 
e\1a11gelists, George \i\Tl1itefield, \\'}10 ke1)t tl1c l\1et11odist S})ark ali\1e 
for a ge11eratio11 u11til 111ore la)'111e11 fa1111ed it i11to fla111e. 

1Vl1itefield 'vas 111ore dra111atic as a 1)reacl1er tl1a11 l1is tt1tor Jol1n 
\i\Tesley, 1nucl1 111ore e111otio11al, lJut 111ucl1 less n1ctl1odical. 1 "'11ose ,vf10 
\Vere co11\1erted u11der 11is 111i11i tr)' '"ere 11u111bercd l>y tl1e tl1ousa11ds; 
tl1e societies ,v}1icl1 l1e orga11ized to })uilcl tl1em UJ) i11 tl1e fait11 could 
i)e cou11ted 011 tl1e fi11gers of t\·VO l1a11ds. l ror 'va this 0111)· 1Jecau e J1e 
\\1a11ted to feed t11e existi11g cl1u1·cl1es 1·atl1er tl1a11 to fot111d a 11e\\1 011e. 

3. \\1eslc), ] our11al, I, 315, 324-5, 356, 361; \ ' III, 308-10. Cf. John Na)ler, Charles Dela
rnotte, and Eg1non t, Dia7)' • I I, 3 14, etc. 

4. l~gn1ont, JJiary, II, 513. 
5. \\' hitefield, ]oun1als, J>. 157. 
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1-I e l·ealized tl1e \1al u,e of spiri tl1al fello,vsl1 iI), a11d e11cot11·aged otl1ers 
to follo'v tl1e exa1111>le of tl1e '''esle)'S i11 f<>r111i11g· religiot1s societies, 
bt1t his o'v11 forte 'vas orator)' rat11er tl1a11 orga11izatio11. 1 1e\1ertl1eless 
\\Te le)' clai1ned tl1at "b)' 11is 111i11istry a li11e of co111111u11icatio11 'vas 
for111ed, quite fro1n Georgia to \e'v l~11gland." 6 1 ""11is 'vas ecl1oed }))1 

Jesse Lee, ,,·J10 111ai11tai11ecl tl1at l))' 111ea11s of ''l\Ir. \\TJ1itefield's labours 
as a11 iti11era11t 1)reacl1er ... tl1e 'Va)' \Vas OJJe11ed for ou1· JJreacl1ers to 
t1·a,1el a11d preacl1 tl1e gospel i11 differe11t 1)arts of tl1e cou11tr)1

." 
7 For 

tl1e 111ost })art. tl1is i11flt1e11ce ca11not lJe <:l1artecl, tl1ougl1 so111e i11cli
catio11s 1·e111ai11. llol)ert. \\Ta }J~er, for i11sta11ce, '"a co11\1erted u11de1· 
\\

1l1itefield at l~ogg's ~1a11or, i11 Cl1ester Cou11t)', J>e1111S)1l\1ania, a11cl 
later 1110\red soutl1 to l~rederick Count)', l\1ar)1la11d, \vl1ere 11e 'vas l·e
a\vaker1ed t111der St1·a,vl)ridge's n1i11istr)r, joi11e(l l1is first scJciety, a11d 
a1)1)are11tly beca1ne a \1alued local preacl1er, 011e of 'vhose ser1no11s 
Asl)Ur)' tra11 cril)ed. l le later settled 011 Sa11dy Ili,1er, soutl1 of CJ1este1·, 
SoL1tl1 Caroli11a.8 011e of '\\Tl1itefield's follo,vers i11 13alti111ore ,,ras ,Jesse 
I1olli11gs,vortl1, a11 i11flue11tial i11ercl1a11t \\1 110 beca111e a }Jio11eer of 
l3alti111ore 1et11odis111, a11d tl1e Ba)1ards of Bol1e111ia ~1anor \ve1·e su1)
J)Orters alike of \'\Tl1itefield a11d tl1e late1· ~1etl1odists.9 1""11e clearest 
Ii11 k })et,vee11 '\111 i tefielcl a11cl tl1e la )1 1)io11 eers of 1\111erican ~1etl1odis111 
i11 tl1e 176o's, l10,ve\1er, is to be fou11d i11 Pl1iladel 1)I1ia. 

011e of tl1e first frt1its of '\\TJ1itefield's e\1a11gelis111 i11 Pl1iladelpl1ia 
'vas Ed,~.rard l~\ra11s, a co1·d,\1ai11er SJJecializi11g i11 l1igl1 quality sl1oes for 
ladies. It see111s l1igl1l)1 1)robal)le tl1at lie 'vas a i11e111f)e1· <)f tl1e g1·0111) 
described i11 \i\Tl1itefield's ]0111·11al for l~rida)', fay g, I j40: "Preacl1ed 
i11 tl1e e\1e11ing, a11d after\vard bega11 a Society of you11g 111e11, 111a1l)' 
of \Vl1on1 I t1·t1st 'vill 1)rO\'e g(>C>cl soldiers of Jestis Cl11·ist. A111e11." 
'\7l1en J ose1)l1 Pil111ore arri\1ed fro111 E11gla11d i11 1769 11e testified tl1at 
J~\1a 11s had ''stood fast i11 tl1e faitl1 for 11ear tl1i1·t)' )'ea1·s," a11d tl1at J1e 
lvas ''a 111a11 of g·ood t111de1·sta11di11g, a11d sou11d ex1)erie11ce i11 tl1e 
t11i11gs o[ God." 13eco111i11g· distressecl lJ)' '''11itefielcl's Cal\1 i11is111, l1e 
'\Tas associated 'vith tl1e fora\1 ia11s £01· about t'''el,,e )'ears. ltl1ougl1 
he })e]ieved tl1at l1is true S})iritual affi11ities '\1ere ''1itl1 tl1e '\i\'esle)'S, l1e 
l1ad })ee11 ,dissuad e<l f1·0111 'vr i ti11g to t l1e1n, 1Jotl1 1))7 \ \Tl1i tefielcl a11d l))' 

Peter Bohler. F1·0111 about 1759 l1e ser\1ed as a greatly belo\1ed free

6. '\1esley, JJ!orks, \ TJJ, 411. 

7. I...ee, History, J). 38. 
8. Francis Asbury, 1'he journal and J,.etters, I, 342; JI, 272. 
g. 'Villiam J>}1oebus, A1ernoirs of the Rev. Richard ll'hatcoa t, pp. 7g-80; cf. Gordon 

Pratt Baker, ed., Those Incredible A1ethodists, pp. 42, 47. ee also above, l)· 25, 11otc 20. 
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la11ce e\1a11gelist, 111ai11l)' i11 tl1e cou11tr)' ide arou11d Pl1iladel1)l1ia. 'r\'ith 
Pil111ore's arri\1al l1is true SJ)iritual J10111e 'vas disco\1ered, as 011c of tl1e 
fou11di11g 111e111bers a11d leaders of St. George's ~1etl1odist Societ)'· Ile 
re111ai11ed a11l1011orecl1)reacl1er, lJotl1 i11 Pl1iladel1)J1ia a11d 1 re'"' Jerse)', 
a11d also ser\1ed as tl1e })a tor of Gree11,\1icl1 Cl1a1)el 11ea1· Gloucester, 
N.J. 011 Dece111lJer 4, 1770, at lo11g last, J1e 'vrote to Jol111 '"'esle)' a 
le11gtll)' lJiog"J·a1)l1ical letter to ,vJ1icl1 '''esle)' replied I;-elJrua1·y 7, i771. 
J>iJ1nore 1)reacl1ed 11is fu11eral ser111011 t<) a cro,vded cl1t1rcl1 011 l\1011
da)', Octobe1· 14, 177 1. 10 

A.i1otl1er of '\'l1itcfield's co11\1erts, a11d j)robal)ly a n1e111l)er of tl1at 
sa111e 1740 J>J1iladel1)l1ia 1ne11's societ)' 01·ga11ized lJ)' J1i111, '''as Ja111es 
E111erso11, a11 Iris11111a11 ,,,J10 for a li\1i11g sold "ora11ge-le1no11 sl1rt1lJ." 
Tl1e 11ucleus of tl1e l\1et11odist societ)' 'vl1icl1 took 0\1er tl1e St. George's 
Cl1u1·cl1 'vas a f:ell0\\1shi1) grott}) led b)' 1~111erso11, ''Tl1icl1 l1ad IJee11 111eet
i11g £01· so1nc ti111e (110,v 1011g 110 011e reall)' kr10,,·s) i11 a sail loft 011 J)ock 
Creek belo11gi11g to Sa111uel Croft. Tl1e assertio11 tl1at I1e }1ad l1eld to
getl1er tl1e "l\1etl1idies" si11ce 1740 111a)1 'vell lJe corrert.11 ' '' l1e11 Pil
111ore a11d 13oard111a11 arri\'ed i11 PJ1iladel j)l1ia i11 1769, j)la1111i11g ''to 
11aste11 [or,\1 ard to Nc,\1 )'ork as soo11 as })Ossil)le," tl1e)' cl1a11cccl Uj)Ol1 
still a11otl1er Irisl1111a11 i11 tl1e street, a .l\1ct11odist ''Tl10111 I3(>arcl111a11 
l1ad k110,\111 i11 Ircla11d. lt '\vas tl1is t111ide11tified i111111igra11t ,,·110 JJer
st1aded tl1e t\\10 111i sio11aries tl1at at least 011e of tl1e111 l1ot1lcl re111ai11 
i11 Philadel1)l1ia. 12 

l\1ct11odis111 l1ad co111e to I1·ela11d fro111 1~11gla11d i11 174 7, a11d i11 tl1at 
1)redo111i11a11 tl y llo111a11 Catl1olic cou11tr)1-a11 i11l J)0\1erisl1ecl cou11tr)·, 
too-tl1e '\'esleys faced C\1e11 greate1· difficulties tl1a11 tl1ey clid i11 I~11-

g·la11d. Tl1e re,vards ''rere as g1·eat as to 111a11)1 t11C)' see111ed t111likel)'· 
Jol111 'i\Tesley thougl1t l1igl1ly of Irisl1 l\1et11odis111, a11cl co11ti11t1ed to 
111ake lJie1111ial preacl1i11g tou1·s i11 tl1e isla11d al111ost to tl1e e11d of J1is 
lo11g life. 1-Iistor)' l1as 1)rO\rCd 11i1111·igl1t. 1""'11e sturd)' i11cle1)e11de11re of 
tl1e Irisl1, tl1ei1· e111otio11al fer\1or, tl1eir rof)ust JJll) ique a11d dogged 
e11dura11ce, 111adc tl1e111 to11gl1 1)rOSJ)Ccts for tl1e 1etl1odist 1)reacl1e1·s' 
e\1a11gclis111, f)ut \1alia11t cl1a1111)io11s 011ce ''To11 O\'er. An1011g tl1e ,,.a,·es 
of Irisl1 i111111igra11ts seeki11g a 11e''' O})}JOrt1111ity in A111erira dt1ri11g 
'Vesle)r's da)' 've1·e 111an)' l\1et11odists, ai1d tl1eir co11tril)utio11 to tl1e 

10. Josej)ll J>iJn1ore, journal, ed. Frederick 1':. J\1aser and llo,..·ard ·1·. :;\1aag, pp. 24, 
105; r'l~ees, OJ>. cit., j)p. 89-!)o; Albert ''r· Cliffe, The Glory of Our 1'1etlzodist /7eritage, 
p. 17; J~d,,·ard l~vans, Jetter Lo John '''csley, J)ec. 4, 1770 (!\fethodist Archi\CS, 1..ondon). 

11. Cliffe, 01>. cit., p. 17. 
12. Pilmore, journal, f>. 20. His identity is conjectul"'.al. 

http:conjectul"'.al
http:Philadel1)l1ia.12
http:corrert.11
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j)la11ting of 1\1 etl·1odis111 far ot1t\veigl1ed tl1eir 11 t1111 l)ers. As \\1e l1a\'C al
ready see11, 011e of tl1e la)' 1)io11eers i11 Pl1iladel1)l1ia 1\1as a11 Irisl1111a11, 
]a111es E1ne1·so11. So ,,·as tl1e ke)' pio11ee1· i11 tl1e sot1tl1, Rol)ert Stra1v
lJriclge. So '''ere tl1e )Jio11eers of 1\1 etl1odis111 i11 1e\v Y01·k, tl1e E111 bttr)'S 
a11d tl1e I~ecks. llobe1·t \\' illia111s also, \\1l10 111a)' 1Je tl1ougl1t of as tl1e 
fatl1er of tl1e ~1etl1odist l)t1 l)I isl1i11g 1-Iouse as '''ell as tl1e a1Jostle of 
~fetl1odis111 i11 \ Tirgi11ia a11d ~ rortl1 Caroli11a, ca111e to A111erica. fro111 a 
tl1ree-)ea1· }J1·eacl1i11g iti11·era11C)' i11 Irela11d. J11deed tl1e 011ly 111ajo1· 
la)' IJio11ee1· of ea1·I )' A111erica11 l\1et11·odis111 'vl10 l1ad 110 st1·011g co1111ec
tio11 \\1itl1I1·ela11d1vas Captain 1-..110111as \\TeblJ. 

ROI3Ell1"' Sl"'RA'i\'13ll1 J)GE 

1"'11e 111ost i11flue11tial of tl1ese 111e11, a11d tl1e first, \Vas Robert Stra'''
lJridge. l\1ost of tl1e details surrot111cli11g l1is life i11 lrela11d, ai1d 111a11)1 

of tl1ose i11 A111erica, are s1Jeculati\1e, a11d i11 tl1e 1)ast too i11a11)' dog
111atic assertio11s l1a\1e 1Jee11 111ade a})ot1t sucl1 tl1i11gs as l1is IJirtl1, 11is 
co111i11g to A111erica, l1is ' 'e11tures i11 1)reacl1i11g a11d ba1Jtizi11g. So111e 
clai111s l1a\'e bee11 i11ade al111ost solel)' b)' calct1lati11g l)ack,vards or 
fc>r\vards fro111 so111e,,1}1at i1111J1·ecise a11d te11tati\'e state111e11ts al)out 
elates a11d ages i11ade l)y 1)eople far re1110\red f1·0111 tl1e e\rents tlJ.e111
sel\'CS eitl1er b)1 ti111e or lJ)' dista11ce. 

tra,vl)1·idge \\1as bo1·11 011 a fa1·111 i11 Dru111s11a (tl1e11 "D1·u111111er
11a\'e") in Cou11 t)' I...ei tri 111, Irela11d, JJerl1aj)S about I 732. As a )'OL111g 

111a11 11e einbarked UJ)Oil a \Va11deri11g life, 1)erl1a1)s l)ecause l1e 11vas 
j)Crsecuted as a l\1etl1odist, lJut 111ore 1)rolJabl)' lJecause of l1is \\rork i11 
so111e bra11cl1 of tl1e buildi11g trade. l1e see111s t<) 11a\'e go11e \\rest to 
Sligo, tl1e11 east of I ..eitri111 to Kil111ore i11 Ca\ra11 Cou11t)', tl1e11 fa1·
tl1er east still to l "a11deragee i11 Ar111agl1 Cou11t)', e\1e11tually settli11g 
a111011g '\Tesle)''s fol lo,vers at l ""err)'l1ooga11, i11 tl1e 1)a1·isl1 of Ball y11101··e, 
Ar111agl1, fro1n a111011g '\1110111 11e took a l)1·ide, l~lizalJetl1 PiJ)Cr.13 It 
ee111s fairly clear tl1at Rc>bert Stra\\1bridge \Vas a \Vell })l1ilt n1a11 of 

i11edit1111 heigl1t, \Vitl1 cla1·k silk)' l1air a11cl a dark co111plexion. Cer
tai11l)1l1e \Vas of a11 inde1Je11de11t, i·o,,i11g SJ)i1·it, a11d just as certai11l}' 11e 
11ad kissed tl1e Blaine)' sto11e. 14 

Tl1e date of the Stra,vbridges' a1·ri,ral i11 A111erica is u11certain, 

13. \\7illiam Crook, Jrela'lld and the Centenary' of A 112erican A1ethodism, pp. 149-56. 
14. 1bid., pp. 154, 158-9; see also Frederick E. !\laser, "Robert Stra\\'bridge," pp. 3-21, 

espec. pp. 8-g. 

\ 
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tl1ougl1 it see111s to l1ave bee11 du1·i11g tl1e early 176o's. (Tl1e problem 
is 1nade tl1e 111ore confusi11g })ecause otl1ers of tl1e sa111e 11a1ne ap1)ear 
at earlier periods i11 i\1ar)1la11d records, i11cludi11g a Robert Stra,v
})1·idge '\\1110 'vas cl1a1·ged i11 1753 \\1itl1 pigsteali11g.) 15 T11ey settled 011 
a fift)'-acre far111 soutl1 of 1e\v \Vi11dsor, l~rederick Cou11t)', ~iar)'la11d, 
rentecl (a11d later 1)urcl1asecl) f1·0111 a Quake1· 11eigl1l)o1·, ~Tohn En
gland.16 Al111ost i111111ediatel)1 Ilobert Stra,vl)1·idge bega11 a preacl1i11g 
ser,rice i11 l1is ]<)g l1ot1se on tl1e far111, a11d a 1etl1odist societ)' 'vas 
for111ed, described lJ)' AslJUI)', 011 a ''isit i11 1801, as ''tl1e fi1·st so
ciety i11i\Iar)1la11d-a1id1l111e'rica." 17 ~Jol111Ei1gla11d's11a111e is i11cluded 
a111011g tl1e 111e111l)ers of this fi1·st societ)', ai1d rece11tl y disco\1ered e\1i
dence about J1i111 co11fir111s t11e assertio11, a])out 'vl1icl1 so 111t1cl1 i11k l1as 
bee11 SJ)i It, tl1at tl1e 1ar)1la11d societ)' did i11deed 1)redate tl1at i11 l 1e'\' 
York. l~or ~Tol111 l~11gla11d's 11a111e also occl1rs i11 st11·,1ivi11g conte111po
ra1·)1 1·ecords 1Jelo11gi11g to tl1e Fairfax (\ 1i1·gi11ia) i\1011tl1l)' i\1eeti11g. 
1~he last 1·efere11ce is fou11d i11 tl1e i11i11utes of Ju11e, 1766, stati11g tl1at 
''~Jol111 l~ngla11d l1ad left 1~1·ie11ds a11d joi11ed i11 society 'vitl1 so1ne otl1er 
persuasio11 of peo1)Ie, a11cl desired 11ot to })e looked UJ)On a 111e111ber 
of our societ)'·'' 18 St1·a,vbridge's origi11al l101ne is still })reser\red, as 011e 
of the 11istoric sl1ri11es of tl1e U 11ited i\1etl1odist Cl1t1rcl1, tl1ougl1 it is 
greatly altered i11 a1)1)eara11ce.19 

It '·vas surel)' a little later tl1at Stra,vlJridge lJuilt for l1i gradual!)' 
multi1)l)1 i11g follc1,\rers a log 111eeti11g-l1ol1se, t\\'e11t)1-four feet square, 
about a i11ile £1·0111 11is l10111e, ''in a 111eadO\\T 11ea1· tributaries of botl1 
San1's and Pi1)e ,C1·eeks." Tl1is 'vas al111ost certai11l)' t11e first Ame1·ica11 
building for purely J\1et11odist J)Urposes. T'\10 of tl1e Stra,vbridge cl1il

i5. G. 1,. 13aker, op. cit., pp. 2-3, 5; ?\1aser, op. cit., J>p. 5-6. 
16. G. J>. Baker, op. cit., pp. 4-6. 

i7. Asbury, Journal, JI, 294. 

18. J~d,vin Schell," Te'v l.ight on Robert tra\'.'bridgc," i>p. 62-4; cf. G. J>. Baker, OJ>. 

cit., p. 7. This places Stra,..•bridge's society at least a little earlier than that in re,..· '\'ork, 
though not as early as the dates of i 763 or i 764 given for it on the basis of the testirnony 
of John Evans, recorded by J)r. '\Tai field, for ,,·hich cc a sun1mary in Albea Godbold, 
"1'"'acts and 1'houghts about Robe1 t tra,vbridge and his '\1ork," J)p. 22-6, c 1>ec. p. 23. 
\Ve still cannot rule out the possibility, ho'''cver, that the Stra'''l)ridge society had in
deed begun rnuch earlier, and that Joh11 England '''as a late rea uit. 1'he ap1>roximate 
date suggested by t11e ]~\ans e\ idence is confir1ned or pu hed e\cn farther back b) that 
relating to the l>aptis1n by Stra,vb1idge of J-lenry ~1ayna1d, '"hich may 1>ossibl} ha\e 
been about i762, tl1ough the date of 1'1aynard's birth (August 12, 1757) appears to be 
lJetter authenticated than the tradition that J1e '''as baptized .. ,,•hen l1e '"'as but four or 
five years of age" (Ruthella ~1ory Bibbins, Jiow A1ethodis1n Came, p. 29), '''hich appears 
in John I...ednum, The Rise of J.ifethodis112 i11 Arne1 ica, 1>. 16, as "but six or seven." 

19. G. P. J~aker, op. cit., p. 5. 
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dren '\'ere buried be11eatl1 tl1e })tll J)i t of tl1is n1eeting-l1ouse, '\rhicl1 \Vas 

dis111a11tled a ,ce11tury lat,er.20 

So1ne of tl1e i11e111hers of tl1is first societ)' i11 tl1eir tur11 beca1ne c}ass
lea,ders. 011e ,class '''as led b)' ~Jol111 E\1a11s, 1neeti11g i11 l1is log· cabin, 
and anotl1er in tl1e l10111e of E\1ans' brotl1er-i11-la\v, A11dre\\1 Poulson, 
on Pi1)e's Creek.21 ~1ea11ti111e tl1e)' looke,d afte1· l1is far111 \vl1ile 11e be
can1e a11 e\'a11gelist-at-large, 1)1·eacl1i11g i11 11e\v 1)laces, fou11di11g so
cieties, a11,d tl1e11 e11co11ragi11g· tl1e l)t1ilcli11g of 111eeti11g-l1ouses as 1)er
n1a11e11t l101nes £01· tl1ose societies. Bush l~o1·est Cl1a1)el, 11ear Aberdee11, 
'''as built i11 I 769.22 1""11e class at 1\11dre'v l)ot1lso11's IJeca111e ;1 societ71

, 

still meeti11g i11 l1is large l1ouse, but i11 I 783 11eedi11g a i1e'v sto11e 
chai)e].23 A societ)' '''as l)egu11 in 13alti111ore Cou11t)', i11 Da11iel E\1a11s' 

l101ne, anotl1er i11 Gu11JJ0\\1de1· 1 1eck at Jose1)l1 J>resl)Ul")''s, a11otl1e1· at 
Natl1a11 Perigau's i11 l)ataJJSCO Neck, a11d still a11otl1er at tl1e :.atcl1 
Far111. At tl1e i11\1itatio11 of I~d,vard Dro111goole, Stra'''bridge JJreac11ed 
in F1·ederickt0\\11111ear J~rederick Cit)', and i11 1Georgeto,v11, 110,v J).C.24 

Nor could l1e lJe co11fi11ed \Vitl1i11 tl1e borders of \Vester11 I ar)1la11d. 
His 111an)' 1)reacl1i11g jour11e)'S took l1i111 far afield, 0\1er Cl1esa1Jeake 
Ba)' to begi11 ~fetl1odis1n on tl1e Easter11 Sl1ore, nortl1 i11to J),e1111S}1l
''a11ia, and 'vest i11to \Tirgi11ia.25 It see111s i11deed \ ' Cl")' likel)' tl1at t1·a\\1



b1·idge '''as res1Jo11sible for fot111cl i11g t11e l\1etl1odist societ)' i11 Lees
bu1·g, \Tirgi11ia, '''l1e1·e tl1e ,old sto11e cl1u1·cl1 '"a built 011 la11d secu1·ed 
l\1ay i 1, 1766, for "110 otl1er t1se but £01· a cl1urch or 111eeti11g l1ouse 
and gra\1eyard"-a building \vhich t\VO )'ea1·s later \\1 as desc1·ibed i11 
a11otl1er co11ten11Jora1·)' docu111e11t as "tl1e l\1etl1odist J11eeti11g· l1ouse." 26 

So i1u111e1·ous beca1ne l1is societies a11d follo,,1ers t11at i11 i 768 an a1)1)eal 
to '"'esle}' for iti11era11t 1)reacl1ers \ve11t fro111 ~1<1r)1la11d as '''ell as (ro111 
N e'v York, tl1ougl1 quite i11de1)e11de11tl )'· 27 

l""o a re1narkable degree Stra,vlJ1·idge ''ras alread)' l1el1)i11g to st1ppl)1 

this 11eed 11i111self, a11d co11ti11ued to do so u11til l1is deatl1, \vitl1 e1101·
moL1s success. Fron1 a111011g 11is o'v11 co11verts a11d disciples l1e arot1sed 

20. Bibbins, op. cit., 40-4; G. J>. 13aker, op. cit., p. g; f\1aser, op. cit., p. 8. 
21. f\1ascr, op. cit., pp. 8, lo; G. I>. 13aker, op. cit., p. 8; l3ibbins, op. cit., J>p. 36-8. 
.22. G. P. Baker, op. cit., Pl)· g-10. 

23. Ibid., p. 8. 
24. Ibid., j)J>. 8-10; 1\laser, op. cit., pp. 10-11; Asbury, ]ounzal, J, 56, 697. 
25. l\1aser, op. cit., J>p. 10-12; G. I>. 13akcr, op. cit., PI>· 8-10. 
26. \\1illia111 \'\7a1ren 5,,,eec, 1'irginia J\1ethodis11z, pp. 46-8; l\fclvin Lee Steadrnan, Jr., 

1-eesburg's Old Sto7le Church, I766, pp. i-13, cspec. pp. 1-3, 8; G. J>. Baker, op. cit., pp. 
10-11. 

27. J>ilmorc, journal, p. i5. 
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111a11y to t111dertake SJJiritual leadersl1iJJ, eitl1er as cla s-leaders, local 

JJreacl1ers, or e\re11 tuall)' as iti11era11t J)reacl1ers, or in ''aried co1nlJi11a

tio11s of t11ese offices. 1..,11e class-leader 'vl10 l1ad 1Jee11 called i11to tl1at 
'vorlz l))' St1·a,,v})ridg·e tl1e111sel\1es ai·ot1sed otl1ers to ser\1ice. 011e of 

tl1ese, Jose1)l1 JlreslJt1ry, '\1as res1Jo11sible for tl1e co11\1ersion of: '''illia1n 
'!\Tatters, tl1e first 11ati\1e iti11cra11t, at least after Ecl,,·ard l~\rans of 

Pl1iladel1)l1ia.28 '''illia111 '\ratters l1i111self gra1)f1ically described tl1e 

JJrocess f))' 'vl1icl1 i11 tl1eir tur11 tl1e 11e'v COJ1\'erts \Vere di\rided i11to lit
tle lJa11ds of: tl1ree or four, eacl1 se11t out to e\'a11gelize differe11t a1·eas 

lJy si11gi11g l1y111ns, 1)ra)1i11g, 1·eacli11g, talki11g to tl1e JJeOJ)le, and oc
casio11all)' addi11g "a ,,·01·d of exl1ortatio11." 29 '"fl1t1s fro111 011e ce11ter 

of e\•a11gelis111 tl1e e\1a11gelizi11g '"a''e S}Jreacl out i11 all directio11s. It 
'vas er1tl1usia tic co11\'erts st1cl1 as tl1ese \vl10 01)e11ecl t11) 11c''' areas. TI1t1s 
t'vo i11e111l)ers of Stra,vl)ridge's societ)' ca111e to J01111 Ra11dall 's, 11ear 

'''orto11, i11 J(c11t Cou11t)' 011 tl1e caster11 sl1ore .... I..11ey talked a11d 1)ra)1ed 

'\1itl1 l1is fa111ily to sucl1 good effect tl1at St1·a,\1bridge l1i111self \Vas asked 
to co111e a11d 1)reacl1 tl1ere. J-Ie 'vas fol)o,ved lJy Jlobert 'l\'illia111s a11d 
l 1"ra11cis Asbur)', a11cl t11c a1·ea l>ecan1e a Ietl1odist stro11gl101d.30 

1-.l1e 01)e11i11g of l101nes for 1)reacl1i11g so111etin1es L1·ot1gl1t tl1e l1ol1se

l101ders or 111e1111Jers of tl1ei1· fa111ilies i11to tl1e 1)reacl1i11g 111i11istry, as 
i11 tl1e case of '''illia111 l)urbi11, a 111c111l)er of Stra,\rl)ridge's first so

ciety, \\1l1ose son J01111 beca111e a 111e111be1· of tl1e Bal ti111ore Co11fer
e11ce, 31 01· of Ilicl1ard '''cl)ster, 'vl10 first offered l1is 110111e in 1-:larford 

Cot1Dt)1 for 1)reacl1i11g ser\1ices, a11d tl1e11 l1i111 elf (brieA)') for tl1e iti11
era11t i11ir1istr)', afte1· \vl1icl1 he re111ai11ed a local j)reacl1er (a11d ai1 oc

ca io11a] SUJ)I)l)' for iti11era11ts) t111til 11is deatl1 i11 1824.32 l~ron1 tl1e 
co11\1ersion of '"I"l10111as 13011d a11d 11 is \vife t11erc ca111e to l\1ethodist 
circles Tl10111as l 1:111erso11 Bo11d, tl1e disti11gui lied j)ll)1sicia11-local 
1)1·eacl1e1· \\1}10 edited tl1e I 1e'v \'ork Cl11·istian Advocate, a11d Jol111

'i\'esley Bo11d, tl1e 1)reacl1er \vl10 se1~1ed as AslJUl")''s de\1oted tra\1eli11g 
co1111)a11io11.33 J\s i11 111a1l)' otl1e1· cases J)a11iel Ruff's 110111e \\1as a JJreacl1
i11g-place before 11c l1i111self felt called to 1)reacl1-a n·au1natic ex1)eri
e11ce of \vl1icl1 sl)ttry pai11ts a ,,j,rid j)icture.34 

28. ~1aser, OJ>. cit., pp. 13-11; G. J>. J3aker, op. cit., p. 14. 
29. \\Tillian1 \\'alter, A Short Account of the Christian J!;xperience and f.1inistereal 

[sic] J.,abours of 11'illia111 Jt'atters, 1>. 19. 
30. l ..ee, llisto1y, p. 39; cf. pp. 41, 49, 50, and Asbu1·y, ]ou111al, I, 57. 
31. Lcdnun1, op. cit., J>. i8, and Asbury, journal, I, 53-4. 
32. I....ednun1, op. cit., J>. 20; Asbury, journal, J, 192. 
33. Lednun1, OJ>. cit., p. 20; Asbury, journal, I, 51. 
34. Asbury, ]ounzal, I, 92; cf. J>p. 67, 91. 
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Stra,vl)ridge \\1as also, as 111igl1t })e ,ex1)ected, tl1e direct S})iritual 
fat11er of a 11u111l)e1· of 1)1·eacl1ers, 111ost ,of tl1e111 re111ai11i11g local 1Jreacl1
ers for 1110St Of t}1ei1· Car,eers ....l-l1e first '\1GlS llic}1ard Q\vi11gs, \V}l<), )jke 

Stra,vlJ1·idge l1i111self, ''tl1ougl1 e11cu111lJe1·ec.l 'vitl1 a fa111il)1 
, ••• ofte11 

left \\1ife a11d cl1ildren a11d a co111fortable li,1i11g a11d \Ve11t i11to 1na11y 
dista11t }Jarts before 've l1ad a11y tra\1eli11g }Jreacl1ers a111011g us, a11d 
\ 4.ritl1011t fee or 1·e,vard freel)1 JJUlJlished tl1at g·os1Jel to otl1ers." 35 Otl1e1·s 
'vere Hezekial1 13011l1a111, a for1ner BaJJtist a'\7ake11ed lJ)' Stra,vbridgc's 
1)reacl1i11g, \vl1ose so11 llobert beca111e a11 iti11era11t,36 Sate1· Ste\1e11so11 
(a ine111l)er of ])a11iel E\1ans' g·rouiJ),37 a11cl JacolJ 1~oogood, a sla\re 
'vl1ose 111aster g·a,,e l1i111 1)er111issio11 to 1)reacl1 to l~lacks, a11pare11tly 
tl1e first 1egro })reacher i11 :\1etl1odis111.38 

Da11iel E''a11s' class, i11deed, t\\1ice i11e11tic>11ecl abc>\'C, \·vas 011e of: tl1e 
1nore frl1i tful of Stra,vlJridge's ' 'e11tures, fc>1· fro111 it e111erg·ed a i1t1111
f)er of 1)reacl1ers, 110t 0111)' o,vi11gs a11d Ste\·e11so11, l)Llt Isaac llolli11s 
(,,·l1ose cloudecl career e11ded earl)', i11 i783),39 a11d 1atl1a11 Perigal1, 
\vl10 'vas tl1e i11stru111e11t of tl1e 1COil\1ersio11 of JlJ1ili1) Gatcl1, 'vl10 i11 tur11 
beca1ne 011e of tl1e great leaders of earl)' A111e1·ica11 :\Iet11odis111.40 1""' 11e 
s110,vl)alli11g effect of S}Jiritual forces ca11 f)e see11 also i11 tl1c case of 
l~reebor11 Gar1·ettso11: Stra,vlJridge \Vas respo11sible for t11e co11\1ersio11 
of Da11iel Ruff, l)a11iel Ruff of FrcelJor11 Gar1·ettso11 (a111011g 111a11)' 
otl1ers), a11d Gar1·ettso11 of Ezekiel Coo1)er (~t111011g \ 'Cl")' 111a11y otliers).41 

Perhaps all tl1is is a11 10\1ersi111plificatio11 of tl1e SJJiritual 1>rocesses at 
,,~ork, })ecause rarel)' does 011e cause alo11e go\'Cr11 011e effect, a11d s1)iri
tt1al i110\1en1ents botl1 ir1 1ne11 and i11 11atio11s usual I)' co11sist (lvl1etl1e1· 
''re ca11 trace t11e1n or 11ot) of a con11Jlex i11ter,vea\1i11g of 1na11y co11t1·il)
t1tor)' a11d e\1e11 co11flicti11g i11flt1e11ces, of 'vl1icl1 0111)' a111lJigt1ous clues 
often re111ai11 for tl1e 11 istoria11. I 11 tl1 i i11sta11ce, 110,ve\'er, clues, dog
ma tic state111e11ts, solid facts, all co1nf)i11e to i11sist tl1at llolJert Stra,\1

IJridge '''as tl1e ce11t1·al figu1·e in a11 CJ)Ocl1al SJ)iritual 'vork i11 tl1,e 
sou tl1er11 states of Ainerica. lJefore \i\Tesle)''s i ti11era11 t 1)1·ea,cl1ers ai·

35· G. J>. Baker, op. cit., p. 13. 
36. l.ednurn, OJ). cit., PI)· 17-18; Asbury, ]ourtzal, I, 54. 
37. I ..ednum, OJ). cit., p. 19; G. P. 13aker, Of>. cit.1 1). 8. 
38. G. P. Baker, OJ). cit., Pl)· 5, 8, 13-14. 
39. Asbury, journal, I, 60, go, 373, 444. 
40. Lednum, op. cit., PJ). 93-100; cf. John :f\l'Lean, Sketch of Rev. Philip Gatch, pp. 

g-18. 
41. Nathan Bangs, The J..,ife of the Rev. Freeborn Garrettson, Pl'· 37-9, 52-3; cf. J. B. 

'\
1akeley, Lost Chaj1ters Recovered frorn the Early History of A 111erican l\1ethodisrn, }JJ). 

5fi-7. 
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ri,red, a11d tl1a t 11e re111ai11 ed tl1e focal JJOi11 t of t11a t 1110\1e1ne11 t 1011g 
after,vards. I 11 tl1e JJrocess st1cl1 stro11g }Jerso11al 10)1al ties \Vere forged 
a1no11g 11i f<Jl]o,,·ers t11at \Vl1e11 tl1e l~11glisl1 iti11era11ts sougl1t to bri11g 
Stra\Vl)ridge i11to li11e 'vitl1 '''esle)1's }Jractices tile)' fou11d tl1e111sel\1es 
u1J agai11st l1uge olJstacles, and e\re11 l·elucta11t co1111Jro111i es did 11ot 
re1110,,e tl1e da11g·er of a 111ajor split IJet\vee11 tl1e i1ortl1er11 co11ser\'ative 
10)1alists, led f))' AslJur)', a11d tl1e soutl1e1·11 radical i11de1Je11cle11ts, led b)' 
S t1·a,vl)1·idge. 

111 11is earl)' )'e<1rs i11 ~lar)1land, 1)erl1a1Js as early as 1762-3, St1·a\\T
bridge l1ad take11 it UJJ011 11i111self to lJa})tize tl1e i11fa11t IJrotl1er of 011e 
of l1is co11\1erts, f Ie11r)' l\1a)111ard.42 s a la)1111a11 11e also ad111i11istered 
tl1e acra111e11t of t11e Lord's SupJJCr, a11d after tl1e arri\ral of the iti11er
a11t }Jreacl1ers co11ti11ued to L1rg·e tl1at all of tl1e111 sl1ot1ld co11sider tl1e111
sel \ 1e autl1orized tt) clo so, Cl1t1rcl1 <>r TI<> Cl1t1rcl1, \\Tesle)' or 110 '\'es
ley. So111e SUJJJJOrt for tl1is attitude is to be fot111d, of cot1r e, i11 tl1e fact 
tl1at a far greater })l"OJ)Ortio11 of J\111erica11 1etl1odists ca111e fro111 11011
Cl1 urcl1 of 1~11gla11d lJackgrou11ds tl1a11 \\1as tl1e case i11 E11gla11d itself, 
a11d tl1at duri11g a11d after tl1e re\'Olutio11ar) }Jeriod it 'vas qt1ite i111
practicable for tl1e1n to r,ecei,,e co1111111111io11 at tl1ei1· pari 11 cl1urcl1es.43 

St1·a,\1})ridge l1ad 110 }Jatie11ce '''itl1 red ta1)e, 110,ve\'Cr, a11d l1is co11cern 
for sacra111e11tal '' orsl1ip ''ras fa1· greater t11a11 11is co11cer11 for eccle
siastical JJr<)J)riel)'· Jt 'vas l)ecause <Jt Stra,vlJridge's attitL1de tl1at tl1e 
first A1ne1·ica11 Co11fere11ce of i 773 111ade it quite clea1· tl1at "e\1er)' 
preacl1er '\1110 acts i11 co1111ectio11 \Vitl1 l\11·. "\\Tesley ... i strictl)' to a\roid 
ad111i11isteri11g tl1e or<1i11a11ces of 13aJJtis111 a11d t11e Lord's SLlf)JJer," 
a11d resol\1ed i11 additio11 "i11 a particular i11a11ner to }Jre s t11e peOj)le 
in 1'1ar)'la11d ai1d \lirgi11ia to t}1e olJser\1a11ce of tl1is i11i11ute." 44 1""11e 
Sll j)}Jl ei11e11 tar)' i11i1111 te \Vas tl1e 011 l}' 1)1·i11 tecl 11 i11 t al) OU t a secret agree
n1e11 t 1·eacl1ed by tl1e JJreacl1ers u }J011 tra\vbridge. 13ecause for so 
lo11g l1e l1ad bee11 a Ja,v to 11i111self it \\1as dee1ned \Viser (i11 l1is case 
alo11e) i1ot to e11force tl1e JJrohil)itio11 agai11st JJ1·eacl1ers ad111i11isteri11g 
the sacra111e11ts.45 1 1eit11er fJlea 11or i·epri111a11d, 11eithe1· i11cluding 11is 
11a111e i11 tl1e }Jri11ted l\1i1111tes nor drO})}Ji11g it tl1erefro111, n1ade ai1y 

42. G. J>. I~akcr, op. cit., pp. 12-13; cf. note 18 abo\e. 
43. 1~.g., John England \\'as a Quaker, Hezekiah I~onhan1 a Baptist, as '''as f\1ary 

rr11ornc of J>hiJadelphia-a1)1)arcntly the fi1 st An1erican \VOman to be ai)pointed a class
leadcr ( 1aser, op. cit., f>p. 14-15). 

44 . .l\1inutes of the J\1ethodzst Co11ferences, held annuall)' in A1nerica, from li73 to 
1794, inclusive (he11cefo1 th "J\1inutes [American, 1975]"), p. 6; cf. Lee, History, pj). 41, 
47-8. 

45. Asbury, journal, I, 85. 
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differe11ce to Stra,v})riclge: l1e si1111Jl)' 've11t 011 i11 J1is o'v11 gospel \\1a)'.46 

l"'l1ere ca11 be little questio11 t11at l1is l111 ee11 l1a11d ,,·as l)el1i11cl tl1e 
soutl1e1·11 1)reacl1ers ,,,}10 i11 1779 set tl}) a 1)resl))'ter)' of tl1ree a11d or
dai11ed eacl1 otl1er, tl1ol1gl1 tl1e follo,vi11g }'ea1· tl1e)' agreed to acce1)t 
Asl)Ul")''s })lea to \\1ait t111til tl1e e11cl of tl1e \var, '''l1'e11 \r\Tesle)''s 111ore 
ortl1odc>x l1el1) 111igl1t ·1)e fortl1co111i11g·.47 It is 11ot ~1ltog·etl1er sur1)risi11g 
tl1at on l1ea1·i11g of Stra,vlJridge's cleatl1 ir1 i 781 1~1·a11cis Asbury '''rote: 
'' 1)011 tl1e 'vl1ole, I a111 i11cli11ed to tl1i11k the Lord took l1i111 a\va)' i11 
jt1dg1ne11t, because 11e \\1as i11 tl1e \Va)' to do ht1rt to His cause." 48 

\\1e 
111ust 11ot too readil )' side \vitl1 Asl)tlr)''s tart judg111e11t, l10,ve\1er, (or it 
'''as tl1is sa1ne stt1l)l)c)r11 i11de1Je11de11ce ,,·}1icl1 l1ad 111ade llobert Stra\\1



bridge tl1e outsta11di11g lay 1)io11eer of early Ar11erica11 !\1etl1odis111 
a1)art fron1 1"'110111as '''el)}). 

1 1or i11 all tl1is i11t1st '"e forget tl1e 1najo1· i1111)orta11ce of Stra,v
l)ridg·e's \vife. Sl1e also ''ras a stau11rl1 Irisl1 ~fetl1odist, for111erl)1 Eliza
})etl1 Pi1)er of 1~e1·r)1l1ooga11, 011e of tl1e ''1)lai11, si1n1)le-l1earted j)COJ)le'' 
''

1l1ose societ)' '\7esle)' ter111ed "tl1e 1notl1er-cl1l1rcl1 of all tl1ese })arts." 49 

Her 1)robi11g questio11s about l1is SJJi1·itual co11ditio11 a}J})are11tl)1 led 
to tl1e co11\1er io11 of ] 01111 E'1a11s, tl1e leade1· of tl1e first societ)r class 
gatl1ered togetl1er ll)' Stra,vl)1·idge as tl1e i1ucleus of tl1e first societ)'· 

'01· could l1er l1usba11d's '''ide-1·a11gi11g· a11d f1·uitf:ul iti11era11C)' l1a\re 
bee11 a11)1 tl1i11g like as st1ccessft1l ,,·itl1out lier S)'111J)atl1etic e11cot1rage
1ne11t duri11g l1is f)rief i11ter\1als at l10111e, a11d 11e1· i11do111itable cou1·age 
i11 te11di11g tl1ei1· fields duri11g l1is alJse11ces, aicled tl1ougl1 sl1e 'vas 1))' 

frie11dly i1eigl1bors lil·e E\1a11s afte1· l1e1· l1usl)a11cl l1i111self J1ad left l1er 
'vitl1 tl1e trusti11g '''ords, "~1eat ,,·ill f)e se11t 11ere toda)r." 50 

l ... l1e Stt·a,\1l)ridge 110111e ,,ras tl1e first focal }Joi11t of orga11ized 1ct11
odis111 i11 A111e1·ica, a11d tl11·oug·l1 tl1e efforts of t1·a,v1)riclge a11d l1is as
sociates tl1e ot1tl1 re111ained tl1e cl1ief stro11gl1old of 1etl1odi 111. t 
tl1e first Co11ference, i11 i773, al111ost 11alf of tl1e 111e111bersl1i1J '''as to 

46. 1'1 a se r, op. ci t. , 1>p . 14 - 1 g. 
47. s,veet, T1irginia l\1ethodism, J>p. 79-85; l3ucke, 1~1norr SlcYens, ed., lJistory of 

A111e1ican ft.fethodis111 (he11cefortl1 l~Al\1), J, 177-80. '"rhat the j)Tesbytery con11>1il)ed 
the traditional nun1ber of three, rather than four, is sho'''n b} the fact that Leroy Cole 
\vas to be included onl) "in case of necessity." 

4 8. Asbury, journal, J, 60, 411; cf. J>p. 88, 120. Stra'' bridge died at the hon1e of one 
of his con' erts, Joseph \\1heeler. His ren1ains and those of 11is '' ife '''et e later ren10\ ed 
fro111 \\1heeler's orcl1ard to the "Bishops' Lot" in l\1ount Oli,et Cen1etery, Balti111ore 
(G. P. Baker, op. cit., p. 15). 

49. \\7esley, journal, \T, 114, 202. 

50. Crook, OJ>. cit., p. 154, 159; G. P. Baker, op. cit., p. 154; l~ibbins, op. cit., p . 35. 
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be fot111d i11 ~1ar)1la11d, and 'vitl1 tl1e aclcli tio11 of adjoi11i11g \ Ti1·gi11ia 
1nore tl1an J1al £; togetl1er tl1e)' surpassed tl1e co111bi11ed i1u111bers of 
Ne'v York, Ne\v JerSC)', a11d Pe1111syl\1a11ia.51 \\Titl1 tl1e disco\1er)1 lJ)' 
tl1e Re\rere11cl Ed''' i11 Scl1ell of tl1e Ql1ake1· 1·eco1·ds testif)1i11g to Joh11 
E11gla11d's statt1s in early I 766 tl1e sc)111eti1nes bitter co11t1·0,1ersies O\'er 
tl1e p1·iori t)' of t11e N ortl1 01· the Soutl1 1nay be co11sidered settled. 
N e\'ertl1eless N elv ' ' ork re111ai11s of key i111 porta11ce, 11ot 0111 )' because 
of its l3ter sig11ifica11ce as t11e ca1Jital city of tl1e U11ited States of 
A1nerica, })u t 1Jecat1se it "\Vas tl-ie societ)' tl1ere '''l1icl1 stirred \i\Tesle)' to 
se11cl ot1t l1is iti11era11t 1)reacl1ers as i11issio11aries, t11us stre11gtl1e11ing 
A1nerica11 ties '\' it11 tl1e 1)are11t })Od)', a11d e11suri11g t11at America11 
i\1letl1odis1n (for })etter or 'vorse) develo1Jed alo11g ' 'ery si111ilar li11es. 
J-Iere tl1e key la)' }Jersons ,,ve1·e tlvo-a 111an, tl1e preacl1er, a11d a '''0111a11, 
the 1)ro111}Jter. 

BAI<.BARA l-I}:i: CK AND PIIII,11> EI\11~UR1' 

\i\Te are all tJ1e i1101·e aJJ}Jreciati\r,e of Stra,vlJridge ,vJ1e11 've tur11 fro111 
l1in1 to Pl1ili1) I·:111lJury, a11otl1er l\1et11odist p1·eacl1er fro111 Ireland, t11e 
011e a f)O'\iverful d)111a1110 of e\1a11gelis111, tl1e otl1e1· a slo,v-bur11i11g ft1se. 
It see111s clear tl1at E111bur)' e111igrated to A1neric~1 at abot1t t11e san1e 
ti111e as Stra,,vl)riclg·e, 1)erl1a1)s earlier, )'et for 011e reaso11 or a11otl1er l1e 
failed to c)o tl1e "\\ro1·k of a11 e\1a11gelist for se\·eral )'ears. \\Te can S)'n1pa
1l1ize \vitl1 11i111, of course, a11d JJerl1a1Js clai1n tl1at E111bt1r)1's 111ixed 
1Jackgrou11d offers at least a }Jartial reaso11. Ilis lrisl1 e11tl1usias111 'vas 
stro11gly ten11)ered ' vitl1 slo,\rer-1110\1i11g Ger1na11 JJiet) . 1-Iis ,,·as 011e 
of C>\'er a l1u11drecl Palati11e fa111ilies \\rl1icl1 i11 i i09 fled fro111 the ar111ies 
of ljol1is XJ\l of l~1·a11ce, tl1c11 i11\1adi11g· soutl1er11 Ger1na11)', a11d 
settled 011 tl1e estates of Lo1·d Sou t.ll,4lell i11 Cou11t)1 Li111erick, I rela11d, 
'"1l1ere tllC)' ca111e u11der \l\Tesle)''s e\1a11gelizi11g i11ftue11ce. For tl1e 1nost 
1)a1·t tl1e)' lVere so })er, i11d t1strious far111ers. 52 

Pl1ilip l~111lJUr)' '\1as bor11 i11 Balli11gra11e (or "Balli11garra11e''), 11ear 
Ratl1keale, Cou11t)' l ji111erick, ir1 J 728. He 'vas educated b)1 Pl1ili1J 
Guier i11 Ger111a11, tl1e11 se11t to an E11g·lisl1 scl1ool, 1)rolJalJly i11 Ratl1
keale, 'vl1ere 11e see111s to I1a\'e atte11ded tl1e Protesta11t Cl1u1·cl1, and 

51. Jv!i11utes (American, 1795), pp. 6-'j. 
52. Crook, op. cit., JJp. ig-33, and \'\7alter Allen Knittle, The Early Eighteenth Cen

tu?)' J)alatine Ernigration , es1Jec. }Jp. i - 27 , 82-98, 302-3. See also ''\7esley, journal, 1\' . 
275- 6, 397- 8, ' ' · 131 . 

.. 
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later t1·ai11ecl as a car1Je11ter. 011 Cl1rist111as Dc:t)', 1752, l1e 'vas co11\rertecl, 
possil)l}' as a 1·,esL1lt of 11eari11g Jol111 '''esle)' 1)reacl1 i11 .Li111erick tl1at 
Augtist. I-le 1Jeca111e })otl1 a class-leader a11d <1 local }Jreacl1er a111011g 
tl1e l\Ietl1odists, ,vJ10 l1ad for111ed a societ)' i11 tl1e 11eigl1l)ori11g Palati11e 
''illage of Cou1·t111atrix, '\1l1e1·e E111bu1·}' 'vas e1111Jl0)1ed as a ca1·1Je11te1· 
in buildi11g tl1e l\Ietl1odist cl111rcl1. J-lere also l1e (ot111d a bride, l\1a1·
garet s,vi tzer, ,\1110111 l1e 111a1·ried i11 N O''Clll ber, l 75 . l~arl ier tl1a t )'Cai· 
l1e l1ad 1Jee11 })laced 011 '"'esl e}''s reser\1e list as a ])Ossi1Jl e i ti 11era11 t 
1J1·eacl1er.53 111 tl1e su1111ner ,of 1760, 110,ve\1er, a gi·ou1) of Palati11e fa111i
lies fT0111 t11e aJ·ea e111ig1·ated to A111erica i11 tl1e l101)e 0£ betteri11g tl1ei1· 
l1arsl1 lot, a11d 1~111l)u1·y's last ser111011 i11 I1·ela11d '\ras 1)reacl1cd f:ro111 tl1e 
deck of tl1e S.S. JJer1·)1 j 11st lJefore sl1e ca t off fro111 I .. i111erick quay fc>r 

1e'v )'01·k.54 

Barf)ara Rt1ckle alsu \Vas ])01·11 i11 l~alli11gra11e, at lluckle I-Iill 
(11a111ed for l1er fa111il)'), i11 1734, six )'Cars later tl1a1111er cousi11 Pl1ili1) 
l~111f)Ur)'· In tl1e )'Car of E1nlJUr}1's co11\1ersio11, i752, sl1e also a}Jpears 
to l1a,,e bee11 co11verted a11d })eco111e a 111e111l)er of tl1e l\1etl1odist so
ciet)', at tl1e age of eigl1teen.55 '''l1ile till i11 I3alli11gra11e sl1e 111ar1·ied 
}>aul Heck of tl1e sa111e \' illag·e-,vl1e11 is 11ot k110,v11. I-Ie also 'vas a 
l\1etl1odist, a11d a )'ear or t'vo older tl1a11 l1is 'vife.56 Tl1e)' e111igrated to 

1e'v )"ork 'vitl1 tl1e sar11e grou1) as l~111lJUr)'· 
After a 11i11e-\·veek crossi11g tl1e S.S. }Je1·1·)' arri\recl i11 I c'v York 011 

1011da)', A ugt1st i i, i 760.57 l~i11cli11g 110 ~1etl1odist societ)', tl1ese f0111· 
a11d otl1ers gra\1 itated to tl1eir a11cestral I ..ut11era11 Cl1t1rcl1, t11ough 1)er
l1aps afte1· tl1ey 11ad first atte11ded 011e or 111ore of tl1e cl111rcl1es of t11e 
Cl111rcl1 of E11gla11d, of ,vJ1icl1 tile)· l1acl l)ee11 co111111u11ica11ts i11 Irela11d, 
as of course '"re1·e 111ost i11e111f)ers of tl1e ~1etl1odist societ)'· ..I.l1c 1·ecords 
of: 1.,ri11it)' l ..t1t.l1era11 C1111rcl1 list a111011g "first co111111t111ica11ts" at 
Cl1rist111as, i 760, tl1e 11a111es c>f Pl1iliJ) }~111 lJtlr)', l3arl)ara 11 eek, a11d 
J>aul I-leek, a11d sl1o'v alsc> tl1at cl1ilcl1·e11 <.>f l>ot11 fa111il ies '\7ere ])ar)tizecl 
d111·i11g tl1e fol}o,\1 i11g )'ears.58 1~orsaki11g 11is trade as a car1Je11ter- ac

53. C1ook, op. cit., })}). 75-81; an1uel A. Searnan, Annals of /'lleu1 l'orh J\1etlzodis1n, 
(>p. 3-9. ee also San1uel J. ):'anning. "Philip I~n1bury, I~ounder of ~1ethodisn1 in , 1e\v 
\'ork," pp. 16-25, and p. 73, note 12, belo'''· 

54· John Atkinson, The /Jcginnings of the 11 pesleyan A1oven1e11t in A1ne1·ica, J)p. 47-8. 
55· Crook, OJ). cit., pj). 78-ig; Charles H. Crookshank, Jlisto1) of l\!ethodisnz in J1e

la11d, I, 96. 
56. Atkinson, OJ). cit., p. 57. 
57. Jbid., p. 48. 
58. 13ibbins, OJ>. cit., pp. 92-5. Another J3arbara 1-ieck is a]so 1ecorded therein as 

con1municating Se1>L 25, i757. 
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cordi11g to 1""110111as l~ell, an 1~11glisl1 1etl1odist i111111igra11t, Ne'v York 
\Vas 0\1erst.,ocked '\'i tl1 trades1nen59-,vitl1i11 a fe\\1 111011tl1s E1nbur)' se
cu recl a .li\r,elil1ood as a teacl1er, i11 a scl1oc>ll1ouse adjoi11i11g to a11d ap
JJare11tly associated ,~litl1 tl1e J_.·utl1era11 Cl1urch.60 1-Ie see1ns to l1a\'e 
settled do,v11 i11t,o a co11\1e11tio11al acade111ic a11d de\10tio11al routi11e, 
as J1ad tl1e otl1er J1·isl1 J>aJati11e 1\letl1odists. I.ate i11 1765 i11ore of their 
1·elatio11s a11cl fTie11cis ca111e fro111 Irela11d to joi11 tl1e111, i11cluding Bar
bara I-leek's older IJrotl1er, Paul lluckle.61 1""11eir ay·1·i,1al fi11all)1 SJJarked 
E111lJury's call to JJreacl1. 

r\ s111all l)<JOk coulcl f)e '\11·itte11 al)Ollt tl1e ,co1111Jlex l1ist<)riograpl1}' ,of 
tl1is e\7e11t, of 'vl1icl1 tl1ere are scores of accou11ts \'ar)ri11g co11siderabl)' 
in. detail. l~l1ey ra11ge fro1n tl1at i)ri11ted lJ)' '\'eslC)' i11 1768 62 to tl1at 
i11 LJesse l ...ee's ~'il1ort Jlisto1y of t.l1e 1\1etl1odists of 1810, four accou11ts 
(all differe11t) 1))' 1 1at11a11 l~a11gs, })U}))is}1ed i11 i818, 1823, i829, a11d 
1838,63 tJ1rougl1 to t11e age of fuller detail a11d greater co11tr0\1erS)', es
1)eciall)1 0\1er tl1e questi<)n 'vl1etl1er E1nbl11·}' l1in1self \vas 1)la)'i11g cards 
at t11e ti111e of 13arl)ara I1eck's OlttlJt1rst. 1e'v e\1icle11ce l1as conti11uall)' 
J)ee11 brougl1t to ligl1t, e\1e11 as late as 1945· Tl1e 111ost useful st1r\1e)'S 
of tl1e e\ride11ce are tl1ose of J. 13. '''akele)' (1858),64 Jol111 l..ed11un1 
(1859), 65 'Villia111 Crook (1866),66 Sa111uel A. Sea111a11 (1892),67 Joh11 
Atki11so11 (1896),68 'Villia111 '''arren 5,,,eet (1935),69 a11d Ruthella 
1\101·)1 I~if)bi11s (1945), 70 tl1ougl1 ''alual)}e cletails are to be fou11d i11 u11
ex1Jected f)laces. For tl1e basic outli11e it see111s })e t to rely upon tl1at 
gi,1e11 l)y a desce11cla11 t of 011e of the card J)la)'ers, .J01111 J_.a,vre11ce, as 
set d ,<)\V11 f))' Atki11so11, co1·roborated b)' t111doct1111e11 ted 111e11101·ies of a 

59. See letter of Thomas Bell, a cabinet maker, 1ay 1, 1769, printed in 1'1et1zodist 
A1agazine, 1807, J>p. 45-6. 

60. Bibbins, op. ,~it., j)J>. 90-1. 
61. Crook, op. cit., pp. 88-g. 
62. See 1'1etlzodist Jiist01)1 , JJJ, To. 2 Qan .• 1965), 9-10, and bclo,,·, p. 76. 
63. llis dedicator} discourse at the opening of the second John Street Church, Ne''' 

\'ork (Atkinson, op. cit., J)p. 4g-5 1 ); a11 anon) mous a1 ticlc in the ft.1cthodist J\fagazine 
(Ne,v )'ork) for 1823, 'vh.ich \'\'akeley believed to be by J>. J>. Sandford (1 ost Chapters, p. 

38), but ''•hich Bangs later clain1cd for his o,,.n (Atkinson, op. cit., p. 60); his I ife of the 
llev. Freeborn Ga~ettson (3rd ed., 1832, f>p. 13-14); and A rlist01)1 of tlze /\1ethodist 
Ej>iscojJal Church I, 47-8. 

64. \\1akelcy, 1..-ost Chapters, J>p. 34-41. 
65. l ..ednuin, op. cit., pp. 24-30. 
66. Crook, OJ>. cit., J)p. 8g-g6. 
67. Seaman, op. cit., 1>p. 14-21, 409-14. 
68. Atkinson, op. cit., J>p. 47-,6. 
69. \\1 illia111 \\'arrcn s,.,•eet, J\1en of Zeal, pp. 48-62. 
70. Bibbins. OJ). ciL, 1>p. 88-103. 
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co11temporar)' letter \\1ritten b)' Barbara H ,eck l1erself, also preser\red 
b)' Atki11son. 1t is true, l10\\1ever, that botl1 tl1ese accou11ts l1a\1,e p1·ob
ably been affected at so1ne poi11ts b)' tl1e 1011g 1)roce ses of oral t1·adi
tio11, a11d sl1ould be co1·rected or Stl})j)len1e11ted l))' 1)ossibl)1 authe11
tic details gleaned fro111 otl1er soL1rc,es. Tl1e stor)' 've 1)rese11t l1ere 
JS COillJ)OSl te. 

Tl1e 11e,vco111ers fro111 lrela11d settled do,\111 i11 tl1e sa1ne area as tl1eir 
co1n1)atriots. latt1rall)1 Barbara Heck '\1ent to \1isit lier l)rotl1er Patil 
Rt1ckle, and J1e a11d J1is frie11cls ''isited tl1e I-leeks. ]11 SJ)ite of. tl1eir 
so111e\\1l1at pu1·i ta11ical u 1)b1·i11gi11g, so111e of t11e111 l1ad l)egu11 to i·el isl1 
card 1)layi11g. It see1ns to l1a\'C })ee11 i11 Barl>ara I-leek's kitcl1e11 tl1at. a 
grollJ) 'vas pla)'i11g \\1l1e11 sl1e ca111e i11 a11d fou11d the111 at it. Accordi11g· 
to 011e of the })la)'ers, J01111 La\\1re11ce, sl1e i11dig·11a11tl y "lifted a cor11er 
of l1er a1)ro11, S\Ve}Jt tl1e ca1·ds fro111 tl1e tal)Je i11to it '"'itl1 11er 11a11d, 
\ve11t to tl1e fire, a11d cast tl1e1n £1·0111 11er a1)ro11 into tl1e fla111es." 71 Afte1· 
deli\1eri11g a scatl1i11g l·el)uke, "sl1e j)Ut 011 l1er })01111et a11d '"re11t t<> 

Pl1ili1) E111l)ut·)r, a11d said to l1i111, 'PJ1ilif), )'OU 111ust 1)reacl1 to us, or 
'"re shall all go to l1ell together, a11d God '"rill requi1·e ot11~ blood at )'Ou1· 
l1a11ds!' '' I-Iis fa] teri11g, "'\T}1ere sl-iall 1 }Jreacl1?" })rot1gl1t tl1e s'vift 
res1)011se, "Preacl1 i11 )'Ou1· o'v11 11ouse!" ''But \vl10 \vill co111e to 11ea1· 
1ne?" l1e asked. SJ1e re1)lied, "I 'vill co111e to l1ear )'OU." Tl1ey fixed tl1e 
ti111e, a11d sl1e 'vas as good as l1er \vord. I-Iis f)1·st co11gregatio11 co111prisecl 
13arba1·a Heck a11d l1er l1usba11d Patil, t11eir 13lack er\rant 13ett)', a11d 
011e of tl1e ca1·d pla)1ers, .Toh11 La,\rre11ce. Tl1is ''Tas 3JJ})are11tly at>Otlt 

OctolJer, 1766. 011ce aroused to l1is task, accordi11g to tl1e testi111011)' of 
11is 0\\111 11epl1e,v, E111bu1·)1 1)ro\red to lJe ''a })O'\'erful 1)reacl1c1·-a \'eI-)' 
})0\·Verful 1)reacl1er." 72 Soon t11e gro,vi11g ccJ11gregatio11 outgre\\1 Ei11
l)tlr)1's re11ted l1ouse i11 t1gustt1s treet. 73 1"'11e)r 1110\ ed to a large 
1·iggi11g-loft i11 I-I orse-a11d-Cart St1·eet, a11d e11rolled soine of tl1e I is
te11ers into a 'veekl)' class-111eeti11g. A11ot11er ge11L1i11e 1\1et11odisl societ)' 
had co111e i11 to existe11ce. 'i\TJ1e11 t11e ra1)idl )' gr0\\1i11g societ)' 11eeded a 
per111a11e11t 1)reacl1i11g-l1ouse, 1~111bury tur11ed l1is origi11al trc.1de as a 
car1)e11ter to good effect, 1)e1·sonall)' co11structi11g tl1e l1igl1 })tllJ)it, fro1n 

71. Atkinson, OJ>. cit., p. 51. Barbara Hcck's O\\' Il account, as rcn1e1nbercd by lier 
great-grandniece, speaks of the garne taking J>Iace in another hou c, '"hile she "took the 
cards out of tl1eir hands and thre\\' then1 into the fire" (ibid., J>J>. 67-8). 

72. John Carroll, Case and His Co11te1nporaries, \T, 235. 
73. For the location of Exnl>ury's house and the rigging loft, sec Searnan, op. cit., pp. 

17-18, 25. 
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'vl1icl1 h ,e preacl1ed tl1,e dedicator)' ser111011 011 October 30, 1768. Bar

bara 1-Ieck 'vl1ite,vasl1ed tl1e i11side of tl1e buildi11g 'vitl1 l1er o'vn 
l1a11ds. 74 

Sl1ortl)' a.ftcr tl1e arrival of '"'esle)''s iti11era11ts t.l1e till)' groLIJJ 111ai11ly 
1·es1)011sible fo1· tl1eir co111i11g left t11e cit)' of 1e\v )'ork to settle i11 Al
})aI1)' Cou11t)' UJJ tl1e l-Iudso11 lli\1er, i11 a colo11y aJJparc11tl)' estal)lisl1ed 
b)' tl1e Irisl1 })e11efactor of llobert '''illia111s, 1~110111as l1to11. 1~1nbur)' 
far111ecl i11 Ne\v Sale111, a11d 'vas Asl1t.011's collal)orato1· i11 fou11cling tl1e 
i\1etl1odist societ)r i11 1\sl1gro\1e. He died sudde11ly, of JJleuriS)', i11 
1773.75 I-Tis ,,·ido'v i11arried Jol111 I ..a,~r1·e11ce. Al111ost all tl1ese ea1·l)1 

i\1et11odists fro1n tl1e l3ritisl1 Isles ,\·ere lo)ra] to tl1e l3ritisl1 Cro,r11,76 

a11d '~1itl1 tl1e a}J})roacl1 of tl1e lle,·ol u tio11 tl1e I ,a,,rre11ces and tl1e 
I leeks 1110,·ed fartl1er 11ortl1 still to Ca11acla, li,ri11g for so111e )'ears i11 

1ontreal, a11d tl1e11 settli11g do'''11 i11 Aug·t1sta, lJ(J})e1· Ca11ada (110,v 
011tario), 011 la11d a\var(led tl1e111 for t11eir lo)1alt)' to (;eorge 111. I-Jere 
011ce 111ore tl1e)' fot111ded a 1'etl1odist societ)', 011e of tl1e first i11 
Canada.77 

ROBE1l1"' '\111~1.JA~IS 

1""'11c last c>f tl1e 111ajor for,erl1n11ers of '''esle)1 's regl1lar iti11era11ts
a1Jart fro111 Ca1Jtai11 1~110111as '\1ebb, \\'110 111erits a se1Jarate cl1apter to 
11i1nself78-,vas j)rolJalJl)' (tl})Oll tl1e ,e,ride11ce of 11is st11·11a111e) a \\1elsl1
111a11, llobert '''illiains. I Ie '\'as 11ot i11 quite tl1e sa111e categor)' as tl1e 
otl1er la)1mc11, l10\\1C\1er, for l1e l1ad bee11 listed i11 t11e l\1 iriules of tl1e 
l~ritisl1 Co11fere11ces for 1766, 1767, a11cl i 768, a111ong tl1e iti11era11t 
preacl1ers statio11ed i11 Irela11d. )'et it is clear t11at l1e '\'as 11ot 1·ecog
11ized as a ft1lly qualified iti11era11t: Jlilmore 1·efers to l1in1 as a local 
1)reacl1er, as does Jesse I ..ee, tl1e 111i11ziles 111ake 110 refere11ce to l1is ad
111issio11 as a11 iti11era11t, a11d '\'l1e11 l1is 11a111e a1JJ)Ca1·s i11 1767 ai1d 1768 
l1is sur11an1e is gi,e11 l))' i11itial 0111)·· ,. ·e,ertl1eless \\"esle)· clearl)1 

t·ecogi1ized i11 J1i11111ot 0111)' tl1c eloque11ce S<) t)'J)ical of tl1c '!\'elsl1, l)tlt 
a deep e\1a11gelicaJ si11cerit)'· lt '''as a1J1)arc11tly \\7es1e)· l1i111self ,,·110 
Sf)011sored a gatl1eri11g i11 tl1e 111arkct1Jlace at '\Tl1itel1ave11 i11 Ju11e, 

74. Scan1an, OJ>. cit., p. 39; Carroll, op. cit., l, 126. 

75. Asl>u1y, /our11nl, JI, 59 60; Sean1an, op. cit., jJp. 47 56; Atkinson, op. cit., p. 54; 
5,,·eet, ~\1en of Zeal, f)p. 6g-?o. 

76. Sean1an, op. cit., pp. 457-g; cf. pp. 61~6 bclo,,·. 
77. Atkinson, OJJ. ri t., }Jp. 54-'7 · 
78. See chap. 4 belo'''. 

http:Canada.77


l"HE I..A \r J>JONEEllS 0 l' Al\1 J~IlICAN l\J E~l· I-10 I) IS::\J 4.5 

1 766, \vl1e11 '\'illia111s "p1·eacl1ed ... to so111e tl1ousa11ds of 1)eople, all 
Cflliet a11cl atte11ti\'e." A 111011tl1 later '\1e },e)' '\11·ote to 011e of tl1e Irisl1 
preacl1ers to 'vl10111 l1e l1ad se11t \'\Tillia111s as a colleague, ''I le is t1suall)1 

a i·e,,i,1er of: tl1e ''Tork 'vl1ere\1e1· l1e co1nes." \ \Tl1e11 i11deed 1·e,rival broke 
out i11 11ortl1er11 Irela11d, '\Tesley gave credit to \\'illia111s a1011g 'vitl1 
his colleagt1es, lJecaL1se tl1e)' 've1·e ''all 111c11 devotecl to God, i11e11 of a 
si11gle e)1e, 'vl1ose 'vl1ole heart is i11 tl1e ,,·ork, a11d \vl10 'co11sta11tl)1 

'' 79t1·a111ple 011 f)leasure a11d 1)ai11.' 
)'et '''esle)' 'vas 11ot 1)1·e1)a1·ed to spo11sor \\Tillia111s fo1· tl1e J\n1erica11 

cat1se, 1)e1·J1a1)s 1)artl)1 becat1se he tl1ot1gl1t tl1at l1is li111ited gifts ,.vere 
f)est e111plO)'ed as an auxiliar)' e\ra11gelist J·atl1e1· tl1a11 as a11 iti11e1·a11t 
1)reacl1er ''Tl10 11eeded orga11izi11g af)ilit)' a11d disci1)Ii11a1·)' fi1·11111ess. 
A11 otl1er fa.ctor \·ras t111clot1 lJtedJ )' J1is tactless cri ticis111 of tl1e A11glica11 
cle1·g)'.80 Robert \\1illia111s did at least succeed, 110\\TC\1er, i11 sccuri11g 
\\

1esle)1's 1)e1·1nissio11 tl1at he sl1ot1ld tra\1el at l1is 0\\'11 ex1)e11se, 1)1-0\rided 
tl1at l1e 1~e111ai11ed st1f)ject to tl1e iti11era11ts '\rl1e11 tl1e)' arri\red. 1""'11is" 
agreeme11t \Vas al111ost certai11l)1 J·eacl1ed i11 earl)' fa)', J 769, \Vl1e11 dur
i11g l1is bie1111 ial p1·eacJ1i11g tou1· of Irela11d \ \1esle)' ca111e to t11e Cast} e
ba1· ci1~cuit, \\7l1ere '''illia1ns '"ras statio11ed.81 '\Tesley \\1as 11ot to 111ake 
11is fi11al ai)1)eal at tl1e Leeds Co11ference £01· a11otl1er tl1ree 111011tl1s, b)1 

''rJ1icl1 ti1n,e \\Tillia111s \\1as 011 tl1e J1igh seas. 111 agreei11g to 1)a)' J1is o'v11 
\Va)' \\1illia111s appare11tl)· l1ad so111e 1Jusi11ess \1e11tt1re i11 111i11d, i11 ad
dition to 11is urge to j)reacl1, })I"Ol)abl)' (as \\7illia111 '''arre11 S\\'eet s11g
gested) tl1e J)U])licatio11 a11d sale of l\1et11odist literatu1·e.82 l~\'C11tually 

l1e succeeded i11 pe1·suadi11g a11otl1er I risl1 la)'t11a11, Tl101nas J\sl1 to11; 
not 011l)r to deh·ay tl1e cost of l1is 1)assage l)ut to c111igrate ''ritl1 l1i111. 
Selli11g 11is 11orse to 1)a)' l1is delJts, \\'illia111s arri\rccl at tl1e q11a)' car1·y

79. Pilmorc, Journal, 1>. 25, quoted belO\'l, 1>- 46, ancl note Bi; I.ee, llistory, p. 26; 
for other preachers stationed by initials only, sec J1'/JS X, 154-7. (Of the preacl1ers 
there narned onl) George Guthrie '''as listed a111ong thoc;e offiliall) adn1itted both on 
ttial and into 1:u11 Connexion, follo,ved bv t\\"O )Cars of stationing 1>)' initials only, and 
then his disappearance fron1 the /\1i11utcs. Jn 011e other instance, that of l "'hornas \ 'asey, 
later to be 01daincd b) \\Tec;lcy for An1rrica, three )ears of stationing l>) initials ,,·as 
follo,,ed in 1778 by his acce1>tance into Full Connexion and his 11orn1al Ii ting on the 
stations fron1 that time for\\·ard.) 1:or \\'esley's impliell appreciation of \\'illia111s see \\1es
ley, Journal, \ T, 173, and J.clters, \ T, 23, 46-7. 1:or his continue<.! doubt about \\'il liams' 
cfl1cacy in the regular pastoral ministI") note his rcn1a1 k to 1 hon1as llankin that \\7illiams 
'''ould do good in ~C\\' )'ork "for a little ti1ne" (I ettc1·s, \ 11, 57). 

So. \\7e ley, Journal,\', 315-16. A similar reference to ··:--.1r. \\'-ins" in 1743 (III, 74
5) probalJly 1efc1s to another \\'clsl1 1>rcacher, 1,hon1as \\1illian1s. 


81. Ibid., \ 1, 315-16. 
82. '''eet, 1'irg111ia l\1ethodisnz, p. 4911. 1,his ce1 tainl) occupied a n1ajor portion of 


A bury's tin1c i11 ,..·inding up \\1illia1ns' e tate (Asbury, journal, Ill, 61, 355). 


http:literatu1�e.82
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i11g 11is sadcllel)ags, a bottle of 111ilk, a loaf of bread, a11d an empty 
pui·se.83 

\\Tillia111s a11d Asl1to11 a1)1)arently clise111barked i11 Pl1iladelpl1ia, an1d 
'vere 'velco111ed b)' t11e l\fetl1odist societ)' tl1ere, ' 4ll10 011 Septen1lJer 2 

botl1 ,co11tributed to,\1a1·ds \l\7illia111s' shipboard expe11se ai1d sa'v to 
''rasJ1i11g 11 is clotl1es lJefore l1e set OLt t for N e'v )'ork. Before lea vi11g 

he also set i11 11a11d l1is first }JUlJlicatio11, fro111 tl1e 1)1·ess of Jol111 Du11
la I) of f>}1iladel JJl1ia-tl1e sa111e 1)1·i11 ter 'vl10 later issued tl1e first COJ)ies 
of tl1e J)eclaratio11 ,of I11de1)e11cle11ce.84 Arri\1ing i11 Te,v York earl)' in 
Septe111ber, }1,e took }Jastoral cl1a1·ge of tl1e Jol111 Street societ)', a11d re
n1ai11ecl ir1 fairl)' cl<>Se toucJ1 'vitl1 tl1e111 (a1Jart fro111 f1·eque11t excursio11s 
to tl1e Soutl1) for t'''O )'ears, as 'vit11ess ite111s of ex1Je11diture for l1i111 
i11 tl1e old ac,cou11t lJook tl1ere, · tretcl1i11g f1·0111 SeJJte111be1· 20, 1769, to 
At1gt1st 3c>, i771.85 111 Ne'v York ;,1lso l1e issued \v]1at 'vas surel)' 011e 
of t11e first class-tickets i11 A111erica, dated OctolJer 1, 1769.86 As soo11 
as llicl1ard I3oard111a11 reacl1ed tl1e cit)' at t11e e11d of OctolJer, \l\Tillia1ns 
left 011 a \1isit ·to l3a1ti111ore \1ia PJ1iladel1JJ1ia, ,,,J1ere tl1e 11e\\'l)' arri\1ed 
Pil111ore 'vas able to assess l1is '\'Ortl1: "Ile ca111e O\'Cr to A111erica al)out 
bl1si11,ess, a11d, bei11g· a local JJreacl1er i11 l~11gla11cl, 1\1r. \\TeslC)' ga,,e 
l1i111 a Iice11se to 1)reacl1 ,occasio11all)' u11der tl1e directio11 of tl1e regular 
preacl1ers. Duri11g l1is sta)1 i11 tl1e cit)' l1e 1)reacl1ecl se\'eral ti1nes, a11d 
see111cd t() l1a\re a real cJesire to clcJ go<Jd. His gifts are lJLtt s111all, )''et 
he 111a)' be useful to the cou11tr)' ]JeOJJle, 'vl10 are, i11 ge11eral, as sl1eep 
'"ri tl1 out sl1 ei)I1 erds.'' 67 

Ilobert \!\Till ia111s c.iid i11deed 1)reacl1 \Vi tl1 good effect do'"rn n1 ucl1 
of tl1e easter11 seaboa1·d. Stra,vl)riclge's l1a11ds 'vere st1·e11gtl1e11ed in 
1\1ar)1la11d, a11d 11e'v 01)1)01·tu11ities '''ere O]Je11ed Uf) i11 \Tirg·i11ia a11d 
Nortl1 Caroli11a. J)t1ri11g tl1e su111111er of 1770 l1e co11ti11ued to iti11erate 
bet,vee11 ~ 1 e,\1 )'ork, Pl1iladel1)l1ia, ai1d ~1ar)1la11d. T1·aditio11 tells of 

83. I .cc, llistor)', J)f>. 2f>-7. 
81. 1,ees, 01>. cit., pp. 102-4, and illustration facing p. 104. Cf. Lee, History1, p. 27. 

Althougl1 I...ee does not specifically 1nention J>hiladelphia as the place fron1 , ..,hich he 
"\vent to Nc\v )'01 k," this '''ould be the norn1al port of entry, and according to a tradition 
p1ese1 ved by Josias Dallan1 he carried con1111endatory letters to })eOJ>le in J>hiladclphia 
and J3altirnore (Atkinson, op. cit., })f>. 102-1). l~he other 1>art of I>allarn' tradition, hO\\'
ever, that he \vas on a Baltimore-bound \c scl '\•hich \Vas forced by bad \Veather to put 
in at Norfolk, \ ' irginia, surely refers to a later \O)age. Cf. S\\'CCt, 1'irginia !i1ethodism 
}>J>. 49-51, and G. P. Baker, op. cit., p. 18. 

85. \\'akcle}, I.Jost Chapters, pp. 192-4. 
86. lbid., PJ>. 191-6; cf. pJ>. 414-25. 
87. J>iJmore, ]our11a/, p. 25. The "license" mentioned here alrnost certainly does 

not in11>ly a forn1al docun1ent, but probabl) a comn1entatory letter from \'\7esley. 
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his preacl1ing from a fallen tree trt1nk in Harford Cot111ty, l\1fary'lancl, 

'\rl1ere one of tl1ose greatly n10\1ed ''1 as Freebor11 Garrettson.88 He 
\\

1ar1ned Piln1ore's l1eart \Vith stories of tl1e SJ)iritt1al a'vakening· i11 
~far)'land., so tl1at Pilmore referred to tl1is as tl1e area \\1l1ere "tl1e 
sacred fire is co11ti11t1all)' spreading \Vider a11d ,,rider." 89 I-Ie preacl1ed 
tl1e first ~'lethodist sermon in f\Torfolk, Virginia, of ,,1}1icl1 an C)'e,vit
ness accot1nt st1rvives in tl1e <liar)' of Joh11 I ..ittlejol111: ''I-le came in 

a boat fro111 Craney Island, mounted tl1e 11ig·hest ste})S of tl1e C<)urt
hot1se, a11d comme11ced singing, 'Co111e sin11ers, to the gospel feast,' a11d 

I looked out at tl1e door and saicl to m)' sl101) r11ates, 'Tl1ere is a craZ)' 
fello,,1 at the courtho11se. I '"ill go and see l1i111. ' ... i\Ir. \\7illia111s l1ad 
a \'ef)' large co11course to l1ear l1i111, a11cl \vl1en lie l1ad do11e tl1ey 01)e11ed 

to tl1e rigl1t and left and 11e ''1a lked tl1rot1gl1 tl1en1, ... 11a\1ing 1nade 
an appointr11ent to rett1rn i11 a fe,,1 '''eeks. '"fl1is 'vas tl1e cor11111e11ce111ent 
of n1fethoclist preac}1ing i11 this j)]ace." J-le \\7aS follO\VCC} 1))7 \\7illia111 

vVatters, and tl1en b)1 ,J ose1)l1 Pil1nore, \vl10 01·ga11izecl societies tl1ere 
ancl in Ports1not1tl1.90 

Pilmore see111s to have re\1ised l1is \1ie\\'S of \\Tilliams' g·ifts, for l1e 
gladl)r \Velcon1ed l1im to l1is O\Vn pt1lpit ,,1}1e11e\1er he 'vas in to,v11.91 

\ \TiJliams, i11deed, \Vas e\7en sucl1 a reformeel character tl1a t l1e 111an

aged not only to remain 011 goocl terms \Vitl1 tl1e e\1angelical \ ' irgi11ia 
clergyman, De\'ereux ,Jan·att, bt1t to secure l1is l1eart)' co-operation 
'\

1itl1 l\1ethoclis1n, a 1najor factor i11 spreading the great s1)iritt1al 
a'vakening i11 \ Tirginia.92 Jarratt clescribecl \\Tillian-is (appare11tly 
cl1oosing his adjecti\res \1ery careft1lly) as ''a plai11, artless, indefati 

gable preacher of tl1e gosi)el." 93 .Jesse Lee, the apostle of Ne\\' Engla11cl 
!\Ietl1odism, cot111ted 11i111self 011e of \\7illia111s' SJ)iritt1al cl1ilclren.94 

I.Jike Stra\vbridge })efore l1i1n, 110,vever, Robert \\7illi,1ms re111ained 

too independent of control for Fra11cis Asl)ttr)r, \\1 l10 \Vas es1Jeciall)' 
tro11 bled by l1is ventt1res as publisl1er and bookseller ''fl)f tl1e sake of 

88. Atkinson, op. cit., pp. 198-200. 
89. Pilmore, journal, p. 48; cf. p. 46. 

go. S\\'eet, 11irginia A1ethodism, pp. 49-54. 

91. Pilmore. Journal, pp. 61, 85, 96. 
92. Lee, History, pp. 42-3; \\7eslcy ~f . Ge,vehr, The Great Awakening in ffirgi1Jia, 

Ii49-I790, pp. 143-?; S\vcet, J'irginia 1'1ethodism, pp. 60-71. 
93. A Brief Narrative of the Revival of lleligion in 1'irginia, p. 6. This pamphlet, 

originally published by John \\1eslcy (Frank Baker, U11ion Catalogue of the Publications 
of John and Charles li'esley, No. 330), \Vas incorporated in Asbury's journal ( I, 209). In 
his History (p. 43), Jesse Lee uses exactly the same \\'ords, "•'i thout indicating that he is 
quoting. 

94. Lee, HistoT)~, p . 53. 
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gai11," ratl1er tl1a11 solel)' for tl1e be11efit of tl1e ~1 ,etl1odist societies.95 

Altl1ougl1 11e i1e\1er JJUt l1is o'v11 11a111e as JJublishe1· 011 the title f)ages, 
11e seen1s to l1a\1e re1)ri11ted at least te11 of \\Tesle)''s JJUIJlicatio11s before 
tl1e Britisl1 Co11fere11ce rule alJout 1)reacl1ers i1ot 1Jri11ti11g a11}1tl1i11g 
'vithout \\Tesley's a1JJJrO\'al 'vas i·ei11forced b)1 tl1e 1773 A111erica11 Co11
fe1··e11ce.96 U11til tl1at ti111e, l10,ve\1er, \\1illia111s \Vas i11 a11 a11on1alous 
positio11, as i11 })art a local preacl1er seeki11g to SUJJJJOrt l1i111sel£. 1 or 
is tl1ere aJl)' doubt tl1at J1e did co11c,e11trate u1)011 cliSJJCrsi11g literature 
''\1J1icl1 directl)' SUJJJJOrted l1is 1ni11istr)', a11d 'vl1icl1 1)rO\ ed ge11erally 
11el JJful. 

\i\Tillia111s relied grcatl)' UJ)011 so11g as tl1e SJJearl1ead of e\·a11geli 111 
(as dicl \\Tesley), ai1d it is tl1erefore a1J1)ro1Jriate tl1at l1is first J)Ublica
tio11 ,,vas Cl1arles \\7esle)·'s 11)111111s fo1· tl1e 1\rativit)' of our Lo1·d, for 
tl1ree l1u11dred COJJies of \vl1icl1 the Pl1iladel JJl1ia Societ)' })aid t11e local 
pri11ter Jol111 J)unlap, October 7, 1769. It '"as JJ1·obal)l)' \\1illia111s al o 
'"}1,0 \Vas res1Jo11sil)]e fo1· l)u11la1)'s re1Jri11t of \\resle)1's l~)·ni11s a11d 
SjJi1·itual So1igs i11 1770, as 'vell as for 11is H)111111s /01· tlzose tl1at seell, 
a11d tlzose tlzal /1ave) J°?.e(lc1rijJlio11, ai1d four ser111011s 1)ri11ted lJ)' Ja111es 
Ada111s c>f \\Til1ni11gto11, l)e}a,\·are, al o i11 1770. I11 all 1)robabilit)' l1e 
also SJJ011sored tl1e 11ri11ti11g lJ)' Isaac Colli11s of l3urli11gto11, .. ~ e'v Jer
SC)', i11 1771 a11d 1773, of: \\7esle)r's Colleclio11 of Psaln1s a11d 1·1yn111s, 
alo11g \'\'itl1 re1)ri11ts of tl1e otl1er t'\'O 111ajor l1)·11111l)ooks. No11e of tl1ese 
suggestio11s, 110'\'C\'er, are so far st1sce1Jtil)] e of a lJsol u te })roof. 97 

Fro1n 1773 011'\'a1·cls '''illia111s '\'\1as listed as 011e of tl1e iti11era11t 
preacl1ers, l)otl1 i11tl1e13ritisl1 a11d tl1e Ai11erican l\1i11ttles, a11d tl1ere

1fore ca111e u11de1· tl1e pri11ti11g JJrohilJitio11, excei)t tI1at lJ)' a special 
A1nerica11 111i11ute l1e '"'as al}o,'\recl to sell tl1e books J1e still J1ad 011 
J1a11d. J le clid i11ore tl1a11 tl1at, l10\VC\1e1·. lJater tl1at ye;1r l1e sect1red 
(tl1ougl1 a1J1Jare11tl)' i1e\1er utilized) '\Tesley's }Jer111issio11 to 1)1·i11t l1is 
Exj;lanalor11 !\Totes tljJori t/1e 1'lezv Testa11ie11t-tl1ot1gl1 011 '\Tesle)''s 
account, 11ot J1is 01,•11. l~e also }Jri11ted (st1rel)' agai11 '\'itl1 1)er111issio11) 
"\l\Tesle)''s cditio11s of Ke1111)is' Clt1·istia11's J:>atte1·1i (of: '\'l1irl1 110 cop)' 
see111s to J1a\1e st1r\'i\recl), a11d of l3axter's ..)ai11ts ll.verlastirzg Rest, of 

95. Asbuxy, journal, 1, 742. 
96. j\finutes of the /\lethodist Co11fe1·ence, 1 (1744-98), 51 (1765); ~1inutes (American, 

1795). f). 6. 
97. J~aker, U11io11 Catalogue, ! 

10s. 84 (and Tees, 01>. cit., pp. 102-4). 30, 33, 33A, 56, 
105, t65, 200 i, 266, and the se1mon, 1'he Great Salvat1011, b) tl1e lrisl1 preacher, Thomas 
\i\1alsh, })rin ted by Adams in 1770. I;-uller details \vill l>e presented in Ill) forthro1ning 
BibliograjJhy of '"'esle) 's 1>ublications. Cf. also Ja1nes I)e11n Pilkington, The 1\1ethodist 
Publishing Jiouse: A 1-Jistor)', 1, 26-36. 
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,~.rl1icl1 fot1r exta11t COJ)ies are ki1c>,v11. 98 This \Vas 1)ri11ted i11 1774 }))' 
Colli11s of Burli11gto11-,\rl1icl1 te11ds to ,co11fir111 our suggestio11 of \\Til
lian1s' res1)011sil)ilit)' for t11e l1)r11111books pri11ted earlier b)1 Colli11s. 

13otl1 as publisl1er a11d as 1)1·eacl1er Robert \\Tillia111s j)la)·ed a11 i111
})0rta11t part i11 tl1e 01)e11ir1g )'ears of A111erica11 1et11odis111, for 111ost 
of tl1at ti111e as a la)1111a11, a11d i11 1)reacl1i11g11is :fu11eral sern1011 i11 1775 
AslJttr)' 1)aid J1i111 l1igl1 trilJute: "l>erl1a1)s i10 011e i11 r\n1erica l1as lJee11 
a11 i11stru111e11t of a'vake11ing so 111a1l)' souls as ,(;od l1as a'vake11ed IJy 
11 i 111 .,, 99 

\\That a stirri11g 1)agea11t i·olls 1Jefore our C)'es as '''e i·ecall tl1ese la)' 
pio11eers <)f A111erica11 1\1ethodis111l )'et '\'e l1ave cJtll)r toucl1rd ;tll too 
lJriefi)' UJ)Otl a fractio11 of tl1ose '\1l1ose 11a1nes 've k110,r, let alo11e t11e 
1na11)' ,vJ1ose 11a111es are u11k110,,·11 to l1istoria11s, tl1ougl1 11ot to tl1cir 
l\1aker. So111e l1a\1e lo11g l1ad tl1e SJ)Otligl1t o( atte11tio11 1)la)'i11g t11)011 
tl1e111; 111ore deserve it. 1-.liere ,,·e1·c 1111 k110,\r11 1)reacl1ers sucl1 as tl1e 
l\1et11odist sl1i1J's car1)e11ter ''1110 1)reacl1ed i11 J>J1iladel1Jl1ia ,vJ1ile l1is 
sl1i1) \Vas docked tl1ere. 100 Otl1crs '\1e1·e I1el1)fu l i11a111ore ge11eral 'vay, 
like Jol111 E\1a11s of ]~rcderick 1Cou11t)', l\1a1·)1la11(l, 'vl10 botl1 O})e11ed 
l1is l10111e for 1'1etl1odist 111eeti11gs a11d looked after St1·a,\1 bridge's far111 
'"·l1ile l1e 'vas a'\'ay 011 11is p1·eacl1i11g jour11e)'S. ~f'atl)' ga\'e tl1e su1)po1·t 
of tl1eir 111011e)', like T110111as As11to11, t11e Irisl1 la)'111a11 ,vf10 1)aid for 
RolJert '"' illia111s' I)assage to A111erica, a11d later ])eca111e tl1e 1nai11stay 
of: tl1e l\1etl1odist cause at Asl1gro\1e to '"·l1icl1 for a tiine tl1e E111lJu1·)1S 

a11d tl1e I-leeks gra\'itated. So111eti1nes t11ese SUJ)porters \\1ere ai)1)are11t
ly 11ot 1etl1odists tl1c111sel \'es, 1ike Josepl1 I~'orl)es, tl1e si1n j)l e-111i11ded 
)'Ol111g ge11tle111a11 \\1110 le11t 11is estalJlisl1ed credit to tl1e i11fa11t l\1.et11od
ist cause in Ne'v }'ork to e11al)]e tl1e111 to })t1rcl1ase la11d for tl1eir first 
cl1a1)el .101 Sti 1 I otl1ers 'vorked as q ti iet e11cou ragers lJe l1 i11cl t11e sce11es. 
SucJ1 'vas Tl10111as 1.,a)rlor, \vl1ose 'vritte11 a1)1)eal for 11elp 11ot 011ly 
pro\1ed 111ost i11flue11tial i11 recruiti11g iti11era11t 1)reacl1ers for 111erica, 
but also sup1)lies us 'vitl1 ou1· 111ost ,,i,rid co11te1111)orar)' accoL111t of 
A111erican l\fetl1odist l)egi11ni11gs before tl1ei1· ai·ri\1al.102 1""' l1ese a11d 
111a11y otl1ers, 111e11 a11d 'vo111e11, old ai1d )'Ou11g, ric11 a11cl 1)001·, ed uca.ted 
a11d influe11tial, illiterate a11d l1t1111l)le, 'vere alil·e i11 011e tl1i11g-tl1cir 

98. A lJury. journal, 11 I. 61; Baker, Union Catalogue, ros. 26 and 131 .ix..i. 

99· Asbury, journal, J, 164 . 

100. J..cdnun1, op. cit., p. xiv. 
101. Sec A1ethodist llistory, III, To. 2 Qan., 1965), i2. J>iln1ore (Journal, p. 28), de

scribes J•orl)cs as "non com pos n1entis.'' 
102 . Ibid ., pp. 13-15. and chap. 5 belo'\'. 



50 FROl\f \ ·VESLE\' l~O ASB UR\' 

readiness to spend of tl1emsel\1es for the good of their neighbors and 
the glory of God. Tl1ey \\1 aited for no directi\'es from abo\'e, no or
ganization by full-time ordained ministers, 110 fi11a11cial sponsors, but 
ans,vered the call of God in simple )'et mighty faith, conscious of tl1eir 
O\vn limitations. but conscious e\1en more of tl1e 1111limited resources 
of tl1eir almigl1t;1 r"atl1er. 



4. CAPTA I N TH 0 j\1 AS \ i\T EBB, 
CO TSOLIDATOR 

Captain Tho111as \\'ebb is fa1niliar to all stt1de11ts of earl)1 ~1etl1od

is1n i11 A111erica, tl1ougl1 too little is k110,\111 about tl1e i11a11 l1i111self. 
He strides onto tl1e 1)ages of our l1isto1·)' f)ooks, a gree11 patcl1 coveri11g 
tl1e socket of the i·igl1t C)'e lost u11der General \l\To}fe; lie lays l1is s'vord 
by tl1e open Bible and announces l1in1self as a soldier of tl1e cross a11d 
a SJ)iritual so11 o[ ~Jol111\\Tesle)1.1-Ie lJt1ilcJs a cl1a1)el for tl1e i\1letl1odists, . 
and is go11e. He co111es fro111 110,v}1e1·e a11d disa1)1)ears i11to oblivio11. 

True, l1e fi11ds a 11icl1e in tl1e J)ictior1a1·y of A 11ierica12 Biog1·at1Jzy 
(not, be it noted, i11 its older Britisl1 counter1)art), lJu t tl1e i11for111atio11 

gi\1e11 is 111eager a11d so1ne\vl1at 1nisleadi11g . \i\TJ1at 111a1111er of 111a11 \Vas 
he? \\T}1at \Vere 11is actt1al co1111ections \\1 itl1 tl1e Britisl1 ar111y? \\7itl1 
tl1e Ai11erica11 re,rolutionaries? \ \T}1e11, \Vhere, a11d to 'vhom \Vas l1e 

111arried? l)id 11e lea\1e atl)' fa111il )'? \i\T}1at ki11d 0£ a p1·eacher \\1as 11e? 
\i\T}1at 11appened to l1i111 after l1e left A111erica? \\711)' 11as no biogra1)11)' 
of 11i111 e\rer bee11 \\11·i tte11? 

TJ1e last questio11 is 1)e1·l1a1)s tl1e easiest to a11s,ver first. As a 111atter 
of fact so111'e n1e111oi1·s \Vere 1)re1)ared tipon l1is deatl1 i11 1796, as 1)art 
of a funeral oratio11 (of tl1irt)'-t'vo pri11ted pages) by a l\1etl1odist 
p1·eacJ1er 11a111ed J01111 Pri tcl1ard, a \Vork 110,~r extre111ely rare. Se\'eral 
later 'vriters l1a\1e set out to 1)re1)are a biograpll)', but 111any of tl1e 
seeds of desire l1ave fallen upo11 t11e stOn)' gr,ou11d of lack of evide11ce, 
01· 11a\1e bee11 cl1oked b)1 tl1e discot1ragi11g \·veeds of i11acct1raC)' i11 tl1e 
traditio11al e\1ide11ce tl1at is readil)' availal)le; still otl1ers ha\1e lJeen 
de\1oured b)' tl1e l)irds of tl1e air i11 tl1e sl1ape of desce11da11ts of \i\Tebb 
'vl10 a1)pear to l1a\1e destro}1ed 1)a1)ers tl1at 111igl1t be i11terpreted to 11is 
discredit. I co11fess tl1at I too l1ave for years bee11 gatl1eri11g 111ate1·ial 
about 11i111, and 11a\1e at tin1es bee11 greatly discouraged. Tl1e ,e\1ide11ce 
kee1)s accu111t1lati11g, l10,ve\1er, a11d a ft1ll biogra1)ll)' re1nains a })Ossi
bilit)'· Tl1is study atte1npts so1netl1ing 111ucl1 i11ore i11odest, a s11a1)sl1ot 
ratl1er tha11 a portrait. 

1."'homas '\Tebl) '''as extren1ely retice11t about l1is fa111il)1 background. 
Clearl)' l1e '''as a11 Englisl1man, and appare11tly a '\1est cot1ntry 1nan, 

Read before the Northeastern Jurisdiction of ~l cthodist 1-Jistorical Societies, ''\7ashing· 
ton, D.C., April 16, 1962. Published in Religion in Life, Sumn1er, 1965, pp. 406--41. 
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botl1 Batl1 and Salisl)Ur)' offeri11g tl1e111sel\res as 1)ossible pare11tal 
homes. 1"'11e )'ea1· of l1is })irt11 has })fe\riousl )' been guessed fron1 the 
date of J1is deatl1 and l1is 1·e1)orted age at tl1e ti1ne. Te11 years before 
l1is death, 11'0,ve\1er, l1e felt l1i111self faili11g, a11d \v1·ote a letter to his 
eldest son co11taini11g sucl1 rare 1)erso11al details tl1at Cl1arles ' '\'ebb 
e11dorsed it: "'"l"'l1is letter co11tai11s i11y Fatl1er's age." 'l\TJ1at 1"'110111as 
'l\Tebb \\rrote 011 A1)ril i5, 1786, \Vas tl1is: ''I l1a\1e i10 i·easo11 to belie,,e 
tl1at I sl1all tarr)' 111ail)' )'ea1·s 11ere, as I a111 61 )'ears of Age tl1e 31st of 

411ext 1'1ay, a11d I fi11d tl1at 1 g:ro\v \Veake1· and \veake1 e\1er)' da)'; tl1ere
fore I '\'Ould 11ot 11ave ) 'OU })e sur1)1·ised if )'OU l1ea1· of 111)1 death, as 
all :r11a11kind 111ust pay tl1eir debt on accou11t 0£ si11." 1 1"'11us he 'vas 

bor11 011 l\1a)1 31, 1725, ai1d at l1is deatl1 011 Dece111ber 20, 1796, 11e \Vas 
11ot in fact ''aged 72" (as 11is 111e111oria1 ta })let states-tl1ere is no reco1·d 
of age in the burial register) l)ut i11 l1is se\1e11t)1-seco11d )'ear.2 

l"'fIE \i\TOUNDED SOLDIEJl 

Tl1e t\vent)1-ni11e-year-old '''el)l) secu1·ed a co111111issio11 as qua1~ter
master in tl1e 48tl1 Regi111e11t of Foot 011 October 29, i754. 1"'he follo,~.r
ing )1ea1·, 011 10\1en1l)er g, lie \Vas 1)1·0111oted to liet1te11a11t i11 tl1e sa111e 
regi111e11t, \vhicl1 \vas tra11sfer1·ed t\\'O da)'S late1· to a IlC\\7 colo11el, 

Daniel '"'ebb. 
'''!\'ebb's'' 1·egi111e11t (1·egi111e11tal 11u1nhers \\yere rarely u ed), 'vi tl1 

Tl1on1as '"'ebb as 011e of its l1a11dful of lieute11a11ts, 'vas a111011g tl1e 
reinforcen1e11ts b1·ougl1 t to Ai11erica i11 i 758 to ste111 tl1e ad\ra11ce of 
the Fre11cl1 i11 tl1e 11ortl1 as tl1e Se\1e11 '\' ears' '"'ar, ])egt1n i11 i 756, ex
te11decl itself across tl1e Atla11tic. 011 Jul)1 26, 1758, tl1e tide tur11ed 
'\ritl1 tl1e capture of I ..ouis])urg b)1 Ge11erals An1l1erst a11d 'l\Tolfe; 
"'Tebb's n1en1orial tal)let clai111s t11at "at tl1e siege of Louisbu1·g'' l1e 
lost an e)1e. Tl1e follo\\1i11g )'Car, 011 Se1)ten1ber 18, 'Quebec sun~e11dered 
to tl1e Britisl1, botl1 'i\7olfe a11d 1011tcal111 losing their li\1es. T11is e\1en 
mo1·e fa111ous e11gage1ne11 t l1as also l)ee11 1)oi11 ted out as tl1e occasion 
wl1en '"'ebb lost l1is e)'C, tl1ougl1 011e ''ersion c1·edits l1i111 '\\1 itl1 a 1nere 
'vot1nded ar1n at the scali11g of tl1e I-f eigl1ts of Abral1a111. 

Tl1e legends surroundi11g· Ge11eral 'l\' olfe baffle readers eager to dis

1. ~15 letter in ~1ethodist Archives, 25-35, City Road, I .ondon, England. 
2. Tablet and register forrncrly at J>ortland ~1cthodist Chapel, 13ristol, England, 

no\v at John \\7esley's Cha1>el ("l~he Ne\v Roon1''), Bristol. For an illustrated account 
of J>o1tland Chapel, sec a valuable article on \\1 ebb by ~1arvin E. 1-Iarvey in Together, 
Oct., 1963, pp. . 26-g. For a full history see A. J. Lambert, The Chapel on tile I-Jill, illus. 
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cove1· 'vl1at ki11d of a 111a11 a11d a ge11eral lie 1·eall)1 'vas. I ...ege11cls l1a,re 
also gro,v11 up ai·ound tl1at ' 'er)' ju11ior officer i11 }1is ar111)1 11an1ed 
1"'110111as '\1ebl), so111eti1nes e\rcn to t11e 1)oi11t of 11i11ti11g tl1at l1e 'vas 
'\7olfe's rig·l1tl1a11d 111a11. l)erl1a1)s tl1is is 1)artly \A/ebb's 0'\7n fat1lt. 1"'11e 
l1eats of 'var distort 111e11's 1·ecollectio11s. Pa1·ticularl)1 is tl1is true 'vl1en 
e\re11ts are 1·ecalled tl1rougl1 t11e 11aze ,of dista11t 111e1110f)', after separate 
l1a1)1)e11i11gs 11a,1e flo'"Ted togetl1e1· i11to a u11it)', a11d till}' dra111atic e111
})ellisl1111e11ts l1a\1e disguised tl1en1seJ,,es as trutl1. It is true tl1at tl1e 

48tl1 llegi111e11t of l~oot '"as 1)rese11t at ])otl1 actio11s; i11deed, Tl101nas 
\\'elJlJ \1olL111tcered for tl1e l1azardo11s task of ca1·r}1i11g scali11g ladders 
at tl1e stor111i11g of: I ..ouisburg. l:-Ie 'vas 11ot prese11t, 11o'''e\1er, ,vJ1e11 
\\'"olfe co11quered QuelJec. 1"'l1e trL1tl1 is ro111a11tic, l)tlt sligl1tl)1 less 

1·01na11tic tl1a11 tl1e lege11d. 1:-Ie lost l1is eye duri11g tl1e Battle of l\1011t

111ore11C}' 011 Jul)' 31, i759, a )1ear after Louisbu1·g a11d al1nost t'~.ro 

mo11tl1s lJef:ore Quebec, tl1ougl1 still i11 tl1e sa1ne ca111paig11 under Ge11

er<.tl \\To}fe. It is u11dersta11dable tl1at ~1011t1nor,c11C)7 ''ras not greatl)1 

publicized i11 tl1e J~11glisl1 p14 ess, a11d tl1at '"'ef)b's i11emory of the 
SJ)Ccific e11g·age111e11t 'vas occasio11ally sub111e1·ged in tl1e general ca111

1)aig11, for i\1ont111ore11c}' 'vas a de\1astati11g 1~re11cl1 ' ' ictor)' ,vJ1ich 
certai11l)1 dela)1ed tl1e ca1)ture of 'Ql1el)ec, and did not sl1o'v '"'olfe at 
11is })est as a ge11eral.3 

1~ro111 l1is ca1n1J six 111iles north of Quef)ec, 011 tl1e far side of t11e 
i\fo11t111ore11cy Ri\1er, '"'olfe l1ad 1011g bee11 'vo11deri11g 110\\1 to secu1·e 
a footl1old 11earer tl1e cit}'· At lengtl1 l1e took to boats and attacked 
tl1e Jire11cl1 e11tre11cl11r1e11ts alo11g tl1e cliffs li11i11g tJ1e ju11ctio11 of tl1e 
~1ont1nore11c)1 a11d tl1e St. I ..a,vrence. Tl1e 111en cli111bi11g the steei) 
slopes 'vere 1110,ved dOl\111 so tl1at 111ail)' of tl1e 'vou11ded l1ad to be 
left bel1ind-fo1· scal1)i11g by tl1e '\'aiti11g J11dia11s. 0111)' a tl1u11derstor111 
})re,·e11ted tl1e defeat £1~0111 beco111ing· a massacre. '\7o]fc recorcled 2 I 10 

killed a11d 230 'vou11ded, i11cludi11g 011e colo11el a11d 27 ju11io1· officers. 
A1no11g tl1ese 'va.s '\'eblJ. A 111usket f)all 11it tl1e socket of l1is rigl1t eye, 
'\'as di\1erted tl1r,ougl1 tl1e e)1el)all, passed tl1rougl1 l1is 1)alatc i11to l1is 
111outl1, a11d ''ras t11en S'\1allo,,1ed. H.is only recollectio11 'vas a flasl1 of 
ligl1t as J1is eye '\ras destrO)'ed. I-le 'vas one of t11e fortu11ate 111e11 ca1·
ried to a 1Joat. \\7it11 l1el1), all 'vere la11ded exce1)t '''elJb. l ....ooki11g at 
l1i1n 011e of tl1e 1ne11 said, ''He 11eeds i10 11el1); l1e is dead e11ough." Just 
tl1en '\7el)b's senses retur11ed for a 111ome11t a11d 11e croaked, " lo, I 
an1 not dead." 1~he)' strt1ggled asl1ore ,,vitl111i111, bt1t it ,,,as tl1rce ino11ths. 

3. ~1arvin I~. 1-Iarvey, "Tl1e '''lives of Thomas '\7ebb and Their Kin," i54. 
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before he '\Vas fit to carr)1 ot1t a11y dt1ties. Not for l1im the task of scal
ing tl1e Heights of 1\bral1a111! 4 

Tl1at st1111111er of 1759 'vas 111e1norable for Liet1te11ant Tl10111as 
vVebb for a11otl1er reason. He beca1ne a11 autl1or. ' '\111ile in winter 
quarters l1e l1ad prepared a \'Olt11ne 'vl1icl1 '\1as ii1te11decl as a stepping 
stone to military pron1otion. The '\1 ork \\ras advertisecl in tl1e issues of 
tl1e Pe11nsyl11ar1ia ]oiirrzal for ~fa)' 24 ai1d 31 as "i11 the 1)ress, ancl '\rill 
speedily be pul>lisl1ecl by subscriptio11." It 'vas })Tinted by 'Villiam 
Dunla1) of Pl1ilaclel1)l1ia-a sligl1t book of 112 })ages e11titled A J\1ili
ta1y Treatise orz tlze AjJjJoirztrner1ls of t/1e Ar1r1]'· \'\' ebb offered "ma11y 
hints, not tot1cl1ed tt})Oll })efore }))' a11y at1tl1or," and 1)roposed ''son1e 
11e'I\' regulations i11 tl1e ar1n71, 'vl1icl1 'vill lJe 1)articularly usef11l in 
carrying on tl1e 'var i11 Nortl1-A111erica." His olJser\1ations incll1ded 
the criticisn1 tl1at Britisl1 '·veapo11s 'vere ge11erally too l1eaV)' for An1eri
can service, ancl tl1at one of tl1e cl1ief prol)le111s 'vas securing good 
f1i11ts ....fl1e declication to Ad111iral Bosca,l\1 e11 sought }Jardo11 for any 
sl1ortcon1ings, assig·11i11g as a reaso11 ,v}1at 'vas also a broad l1i11t: " l1u1n
bly relyi11g on )'Our 'vell k110,\r11 good11ess, tl1at )'OU '!\rill pass o\rer 

those defects of obser\ratio11, 'vl1ose origi11 111ay 1)erl1aps })e tl1e \va11t 
of a 1nore e11largecl spl1ere of actio11." Tl1ere is ai1 i11teresti11g sequel. 
In 1774, '\rl1e11 Ge11eral \ \7asl1i11gton i1eecled a treatise on militar)' dis
cipline in a11ticipation of 'var ,,vitl1 Britai11, tl1e only 011e tl1at l1is aide
de-ca1np could clisco\rer i11 Pl1iladel1)l1ia 'vas tl1is lJy ''' ebb, 'vl1ich 
\iVashi11gton tl1erefore read, a11d }Jrest11nably tur11ed to goocl service 
agai11st tl1e Britisl1. l~is copy no'v re1)oses i11 tl1e Boston J\tl1e11aet1111.5 

Five )'Cars 've11t by, a11c1 tl1e Seven Years' \'\Tar (or Fre11cl1 a11d In
(lian '\Tar) 11ad bee11 0\1er for a year lJefore \i\TeblJ '''as fi11all)1 recom
1nended f<Jr a captai11C)' a11d tl1e co111n1a11d of a co1npa11)' in '''i\Tebb's" 
regiment-,vl1etller as a re,vard for scl1olarsl1i1), bra\1ery, or seniority, 
or a co1nbi11ation of all tl1ree, lve do 11ot k110'1\' . 13y tl1at tin1e, l10,ve\1 er, 
l1is circl1 msta11ces had altered. He '\ras a i11a1Tied n1an. l "'he lJond for 
l1is marriage \Vitl1 11ar)' Ardi11g of Ne'v York, dated 1\ugust 29, I i6o, 
l1as been disco\1ered lJy Dr. Mar\1i11 E. Harvey in Ne,\1 York's colo11ial 
records, badly damaged by a clisast1~ous fire in i 911. Ratl1er t11an re

4. Wesleyan l\1ethodist l\fagazine, 184g, pp. 385-go, from the recollections of Joseph 
Sutcliffe, 'vho heard \\1ebb tell his ovvn story rnany years earlier. Cf. JVes. A1eth . l\1ag., 
1844, pp. 518- 26, 647- 58, for some literary en1l)ellishments. 

5. For \Vashington's purchase, see A Catalogue of the li'ashington Collection in the 
Boston Athenaeu111, p. 220. The copy itself is in crisp condition, apparently not much 
used. 
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turn to tl1e Britisl1 Isles 'vitl1 11is regi1nent, even as a captain, he re
fused tl1e pron1otio11, and shortl)1 after,vards retired from active duty 
on half a lieute11a11t's pa)7• He '\Vas, 110\Ve\1er, accorclecl tl1e courtesy 

title belonging to tl1e proffered captaincy. To aug111ent l1is income, 
011 Jtl l)' 2, i 764, l1e took 0\1er nomi11al dt1ties as barrack 111aster at Al
ban)'· Tl1e 11ext ,~.re k11o'v is tl1at tl1e man \vho sacrificed promotion to 
stay in 1\merica 'vitl1 11is ''rife ancl cl1ilcl did in fact rett1rn to l1is nati\re 
la11d. ,..fl1is 1na}1 

\\1ell l1a\1e })een becat1se of the cleatl1of11is \Vife, tl1011gl1 

so far 110 record of tl1is l1as been disc0\7erecl. 111 a11y case l1e 'va11ted to 
sell 11is army co1n111ission, a11d tl1is cot1lcl }Jest })e do11e in E11gland. 

His infant son (a11cl possil)l)1 l1is ''Tife) \VOt1ld lJe i11 goocl l1ands \\1 itl1 
tl1e Arding fa111il)1 6 

• 

~"'FIE SOLDIER PRE1\CHER 

Tl1e sober 111an of tl1irt)'-n i11e or forty \Vl10 retl1r11ed to England 
\\

1as \'ery differe11t fro111 tl1e })oisterot1s )'Outl1 \\1110 l1ad set 011t on l1igl1 
ad\1e11tt1re i11a11e\V la11d six )'ears earlier. \\'ebb \Vas certai11ly 111aimecl 
in bod)', a11d al)l)arentl)' 111ai111ed ii1 si)irit by berea,re1nent. 1~1·01n our 
va11tage poi11t after tl1e e\1e11t \'Ve can see tl1at 11e 'vas ripe for co11\1ersion. 
Du1·i11g tl1e \vi11ter of I i64-5 l1e t111der1ve11t a ]e11gtl1)r }Jeriocl of deep 
de1)ression, so co11,·i11ced tl1at lie \Vas a sin11er 1)ast rede1nption t11at 
}1e COnteIIlJ)lated Stlicide. 111 a drea1n }1e '\1 aS di1·ected tO a rvfora\1 ia11 
minister 11an1ed Car)', 'vl10 i11\1itecl \i\Tebl) to l1ear l1i111 prcacl1 tl1e fol
lo,,·i11g day-a1)1)are11tl)1 l\larcl1 24, 1765. \t\ll1ile t11e 111i11ister dis
coursed 011 tl1e st1fferi11g·s of Cl1rist-i t ' 4las J>assio11 Sl1nda)1-\Vel)b 
ex1)erie11ced a ' ' isio11 of tl1e Sa\1 iot1r bearing l1is si11s or1 tl1c Cross, and 
"in a 1no111ent 11 is lJurcle11 'vas re1110\1ed, peace a11d jO)' tl1rot1gl1 be
lie,1i11g filled l1is 111i11d." Soo11 after,varcls (accordi11g to Pritcl1ard) ''it 
pleased tl1e Lord to st1·e11gtl1e11 hi1n \Vit11 re1)eate(l tokens of His fa
vour; gi\1i11g 11im a full asst1rance of 11ope t11at l1e sl1ol1l<l 011e day be 
witl1 I-Ii111 in glor)', ,,v]1icl1 asst1ra11ce l1e e11jo)1ed to tl1e day of l1is 
death." 7 

Car}' i11troduced \'\Tebb to tl1e Re''· .Jarnes Rou<111et, or1e of \\Tl1ite
field's co11\1erts, '\r}10 i11 l1is tt1rn recon11ne11ded 11ir11 to tl1e ~1fetl1od

6. 11' 1-lS, XXXIII, 155-6. 
7. John J>ritchard , Sennon Occasioned by the Death of the late Capt. lVebb, Bristol, 

Ed'''a1ds, 1797, p. 13. J>ritcl1ard says the occasion '"as ~1arch 23; Cl1arlcs Atmore, The 
A1ethodist 1'1e1norial, p. 445, states that it \Vas the t\\'Cnty-fifth; in fact the nearest Sunday 
\\'as the l\\'Cnty-fourth. 
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ists, \\1ho111 '!\'ebb fol1nd so SJJiritL1all )' co11ge11ial tl1at l1e deter111ined 
to li\1e and die ''1itl1 the111.8 I-Iis debut as a public speaker occl11·red at 
Batl1. \\7l1e11 tl1e ex1Jected JJreacl1er did 11ot arri,·e for a ser\1 ice \\Tebb 
\vas prevailed upo11 to recou11t i11 }Jublic \\1l1at l1e l1ad ofte11 told it1 
}J1·i,1ate, tl1e stor)' of l1is 0''111 co11\1ersio11. T11e 1·on1antic appeal of tl1e 
scarred \Van·ior's (lra111atic 11arrati\1e, COUJ)led 'vitl1 a rougl1 eloqu,e11ce, 
ensured l1is i11sta11t success. 

His arn1)1 co1n111issio11 sold, i11 1766 \\1ebb J"etur11ed as a ci\1ilia11 
to 1~esl1111e l1is 111odest duties at Albail)'· I-le tried to 111ake tl1e best of 
])crt.l1 \vo1·lds by retai11i11g 11is 111ilitar)' l111ifor111 a11d the courteS)' title 
of captai11-a11 oste11tatio11 "\vl1icl1 duri11g tl1e \\7ar of A111erican I11de
}Je11de11ce caused 11i111 serious e1nbar1·ass111en t. ... ' e\1ertl1el ess 11 is 11ad 
IJee11 a ge11ui11e cot1\1ersio11, a11d l1e carried 11is 1·eligio11 a11d l1is 
l\1etl1odist practices back "\Vitl1 11i111. l\1a1l)' features of l1is second so
jour11 in A111erica are obscure, lJtlt tl1ese six }'ears co11stituted 1Jroba
bl)1tl1e 1nost (1·uitful }Jeriod of l1is life, "\vl1e11 crucial stefJS "\Vere take11 
to co11sol idate tl1c feeble a11d scattered begi1111i11gs of A111erica11 
l\1ethodist acti\1ity. At Albail)' l1e n1ade a poi11t of 11oldi11g fa111ily 
}Jra)1er 111eetings for l1is 11ot1sel1old, to "\vl1icl1 11e ir1\1 ited friends a11d 
11eigl1bors. 011ce 111ore l1e recited 11is S}Jiritual ex1)erie11ce, addi11g a 
'vord of exl1ortatio11. 011ce 111ore 11is 1·ougl1-l1e'\'I1 }Jreacl1i11g toucl1ed 
people's l1earts a11d JJrO\'ed a 111eans of co11\1ersio11, so tl1at soo11 "11e 
"\Vas e11couraged to go fartl1er still, e\1e11 i11to t11e l1igl1'~"a)'S a11d 11edges'' 
-accordi11g to traditio11 as fa1~ as Scl1e11ectad)'· J~I'e JJroclai111ed t11e 
ce11 tral e\1a11gel ical tru tl1s, ''ri tl1 es1Jecial e111pl1asis t111011 Cl1ristia11 per
fectio11. 9 

Thon1as '\TeblJ's 'vife ~far)' l1ad a brotl1er, Cl1arlcs Ardi11g·. I i1 J u11e, 
1766, Ardi11g 111arried AlJigail \ Ta11 '"' )'kc, a11d tl1e)' settled 011 a sixt)'
acre fa1·111 at Ja111aica on I ..011g Isla11d, a fe,r 111iles 11ortl1 of ''1 l1at '\>'as 
to be Ke1111edy Airport. Earl)' i11 1767 \\1ebb 11i111self took a 11ouse 
11earb)', a 1)1)are11 tl y i11 order to lJe close to 11is )'Oung so11 Cl1arl es, 'vl10 
eitl1er tl1e11 or later '''as i11for111all)1 ado1Jted l)y tl1e cl1ilclless COUJJle, 
'vas set UJJ i11 1Jusi11ess b)' l1is u11cle Cl1arles, and '\'as e\·entl1all)' made 
sole executor of 11is "\Vill a11d 1·esiduar)' legatee after tl1e deatl1 of l1is 
at111t AlJigaiJ.10 '!\7el)l> 110'\V l1acl a 11e,\1 territor)' for J1is ~1etl1odist e\ra11

8. For R ouqu et, incun1bent of St. \\'erburgh's, see A. Barrett Sacke tt, James Rouquet 
and Jlis Part in Early .i\1ethodisrn. 

g. J>ritchard, op. cit., J>. 15; Asbury, journal, JI, 542. 
10. JVJIS, XX.XIII, 155. Cf. \'\7ebb's corres1,ondence '''ith his son Charles, in the 

~fct11odist Archi\CS, London. 

http:AlJigaiJ.10
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gelisn1. He ]Jreacl1ed i11 his 0'\111 l1011se ''a11d several otl1er places on 
I...011g Island'' to such goocl effect tl1at 'vi tl1i11 six 111ontl1s t,~.re11 t)1-four 
J)COJ)le l1ad bee11 co11\1erted, "11ear l1alf of tl1e111 \\7l1ites, tl1e rest 

T eg1·oes." T11is 11e S])Oke of figura ti \'el)' as ''fell i11g tl1e trees 011 Lo11g 
Isla11d." 11 

l~ro1n Lo11g Isla11d \\Tel)b 'vas al)le to SJ)e11d a good deal of ti1ne 
in i 1e1\1 York. Heari11g ·Of tl1e i11fa11t ~1etl1odist societ)' tl1ere, i11 1~eb
ruar)1, 1767, 11e sought tl1e111 0L1t i11 tl1e l1ired roo111 11ear tl1e })arracks, 
to 'vl1icl1 t11ey l1ad 1no\1.ed f:ro111 E111bury's }10111e. H ·is a1)1)eara11ce i11 full 
regi111e11tals lJef<.1re tl1e s111all co1111)an)1 1nust ha\1e constituted so111e
tl1i11g of a sl1ock, but afte1· tl1e ser\1 ice tl1e)' fou11d tl1at l1e 'vas trul)' one 
of: tl1e1n. T11ey i11\rited 11i111 to preacl1. It '\'as \1\7el)l)'s 1)reacl1i11g, in
deed, tl1at 11ecessitated tl1e 1110\1e to tl1e riggi11g loft i11 I~orse-a11d-cart 
St1·cet-i11 111ore SO])l1isticated da)'S re11a111ed \!\Tillia111 Sti·eet. 12 

\\7ebb 'vas also 011e o[ tl1e JJri1ne ino,·ers 1Jel1i11d tl1e pu1·cl1ase b)' 
lease a11d re-lease 011 l\1arcl1 29 a11d 30, 1768, of t'vo lots of la11d on 
Jol111 Street '\rJ1ere a cl1a1)el co11Id l1e built. Tl1e fi11al co11\1C)'at1ce of 
tl1e J01111 St1·eet })l"O])Crty to pe1"J11a11e11 t trustees 'vas 11ot effected u11 til 
late in 1770, after llicl1ard Boa1·d1na11 a11d Jose1)l1 Pil111ore l1ad ar
1·i,red fro1111~11g·la11d. 011ce agai11 \t\7ebl) 'vas 011e of tl1e signatories. 1\l
1·eady tl1e cl1a1)el l1ad l)een ])uilt, a11d \1\Tebb's co11tribl1tio11 of £30 
11eaded the st1lJscri1Jtio11 list, tl1ougl1 a later gift of 11is fo1·111er 1nilitar)' 
colleague \\7illia111 I ,ll})to11 l)rot1gl1t 11is offeri11g also up to tl1is su1n, 
a11d Ja111es Jar\ris ga\1e t'vo a111ot111ts of [10. \\Tebl) added tl1e i11terest 
of £3 4s. ''1l1icl1 l1e l1ad recei\1ed 011 a ft1rtl1er £200 le11t £01· tl1e ])uild
i11g expe11ses. He also beg·ged £32 fro111 J1is friends of PJ1iladelpl1ia, 
a11d appare11tl)1 raised 111011e)1 fo1· buildi11g tl1e cl1a1)el ]))' selli11g books. 
U11doubtedl)' 11e '''as tl1e st1·011g· 1)illar 011 'vl1icl1 tl1e i 

1e''' )'ork societ)' 
'\'a raised to e1ni11e11ce. 13 

l~\ren in J1is se111i-retire111e11t 1~110111as \i\Tebl) 'vas a11 e11ergetic 1nan. 
l_..011g Isla11d a11d N e'\1 '\' ork cot1ld l)y i10 111ea11s 11old 11i111. 111 1 767 '''e 
fi11d l1i1n i11 Pl1iladel1)l1ia-fa1~ J11ore tl1e 111etro1)olis of tl1ose da)'S tha11 

Te''' York. I~e1·e agai11 a s111all grou1) '''as al1·ead)1 111eeti11g, keeping 
aJi,·e the e\1a11gelical fla1ne ki11dled lJ)' George \\TJ1itefield. 011ce 111ore 
tl1e group 'vorsl1i1)ed i11 a riggi11g Ioft-011 l)ock Creel~. Ag·ai11 \t\lebb's 
b11stli11g e11tl111sias111 soo11 l1ad tl1e111 orga11ized i11to a li\1ely 1et11odist 

11. See Thomas Ta}lor's letter to '\7csley, AJ)lil 11, 1768, A1ethodist Jiistory, III, 
ro. 2 Qan., 1965), 10. 

12. Loe. cit.; ee 1>. 76 belov.•. 13. Ibid., p . 13. 

http:Sti�eet.12
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societ}', 'vl1icl1 mo\1ed to mo1·e com1nodious quarters i11 a tavern in 
I....oxley Cot1rt. In October, i 769, Board111a11 a11'd Pil111ore arri\1ed to 
fi11cl a societ)' a l1t1ncJred stro11g a11d 1·i1Je for f)uilding a cl1apel. A 
montl1 later, 'vith e11courage1ne11t a11d acti,,e SUJ)port &0111 'Vebb, 
~1iles Pen11i11gton 1)ur,cl1ased 011 tl1eir lJel1alf a J1a1f:-finished meeting
ho11se ,v}1icl1 11ad pro,red a ,vJ1ite e.lepl1a11t for tl1e Ger1na11 Refor1ned 
congregatio11. 'On No\1e1nber 26, i 769, Captai11 '\'ebb preacJ1ed t11e 
openi11g Sunda)' 1nor11ing sern1011 i11 this cha1)e], 'vl1ich becan1e St. 
George's Cl1 t1r,cl1, a11d ''1l1en Pe11ni11gto11 con\1e)1ed tl1e J)TOj)ert)' to 
n i i1e i\1fetl1odist tr11stecs tl1e follo,\1 ing )'ear '\T,e})b's 11a111e ca1ne next 
after the t'•.ro itinerant J)reacl1ers fro111 l~ngla11d. A )'ear later still l1e 
'''as one of tl1e ke)' figures tr)1i11g to liquidate tl1e debt on St. George's 
by \1e11tures in state lotteries ir1 l~ngla11d, i11 'vl1icl1 e\1angelical n1inis
ters like Jol1n Ne,vto11 ai1,d '"'illian1Gri111sl1a'v11ad 1)artici1)ated 'vitl1
out u11due qual1ns, a11d i11 ''1l1icl1 Jol1n 'i\Tesley also 'vas i11direct1y 
concerned, as Gri1nsl1a,v's age11t.14 

B)' tl1is tin1e '"'ef)}) l1acl 1110\1ed to i1e'v l1eadquarters, tl1ougl1 they 
appear to l1a\re bee11 0111)1 te111po1·a1·)'· Tl1e letter alJout tl1e lotte1·)1 'vas 
'v1·itte11 fro111 Tre11to11, Te''' Jerse)', 'vl1ere 'i\' eblJ '\1as laid up \\1itl1 
gout, })ut redeen1i11g l1is e11forced i111111obilit)' }))' 1)reacl1ing i11 his 
lodgi11gs. J-J ,e 111ay 'vell 11a\re 1)reacl1ed i11 Trento11 earlie1·, a11d tl1e for
matio11 of tl1e 1\1etl1odist society tl1ere 'vas at least 1)artially dt1e to l1is 
enthusiasn1, tl1ougl1 tl1e ,credit is also gi\re11 to one of l1is con\•erts, 
.J<)Sepl1 r-foy, 'vh,o l1a(l 1noved fro111 13t1rli11gton. 'i\Tebl) 11ad preacl1ed i11 
tl1e market j)lace ai1d also in tl1e cou1·tl1ot1se at Burli11gto11 i11 1770, a11d 
on Dece1nber 14 for111ed tl1ere tl1e first 1etl1odist societ)' in ~ 1 e'\T Jer
SC)', lea\1i11g TO)' i11 cl1arge.15 A 1·i\1al clai111ant for t11e l1onor of bei11g 
tl1e first 1e'v ~Jersey society' is Pe111l)erto11, tl1e11 called Je'v 1ills. 011ce 
n1ore it 'vas \i\TeblJ ,v}10 fou11ded tl1e cause, about 1769 or 1770. Here 
l1e later n1ade 011e of 11is 1Jer111a11e11t l10111es-if a ,,~a11derer sucl1 as he 
ca11 be said C\'er to 11a\1e }1ad a 1)er1na11e11t J1ome.16 

Al111ost 'vl1erever \Ve tur11 alo11g t11e ce11tral eastern seaboard 've 
hear of Captain T110111as \i\Tebb, as 1)io11eer JJreacl1er, as fou11der or 
sta1Jilizer of the 1\1etl1odist societies. J11 1e''r York state he bad 

i4. Letter from '\'ebb to Daniel ~fontgomery, another trustee of St. George's, Dec. 27. 
1771, of \vhich a copy is presen•ed at Dre'v University. Cf. Cliffe, op. cit., pp. 32-3. 

15. A1etlzodist A1agazine (Ne\\' \ 'ork), 1826, pp. 438-9. 
16. Lcdnum, op. cit., pp. 49-51; Asbury, journal, I, 29, 31. 
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preached at Alban)' and apparentl)' at Scl1enectady, thot1gl1 any so
cieties that 11e fot111ded there did not sur\'i\'e tl1e Re\rol t1tion. In addi
tion to l1is st1pport of tl1e infa11t Ne\v York societ)' a11d the fot1nding 
(1f one i11 .Tamaica, Lo11g Isl ancl, l1e also 1)reacl1ed tl1e first l\Ietl1odist 
ser1no11 i11 Ne,vto11, Lo11g Islancl, ancl fou11ded a society tl1ere in tl1e 
110111e of .James Har1Jer, \vl1ose granclso11s built up tl1e p11blisl1i11g firm 
of Harper and Brotl1ers.17 He \Vas the pio11eer i11 Ne\V Jerse)1

, es1)ecially 
in T1·enton, Bt1rlington, arid Pe111berton. Similarl)1 l1e 'vas tl1e con
st1·ucti\1e leader in Pl1iladelpl1ia a11d tlie pio11eer in otl1er areas of 
Pe11ns)1l \rania, st1cl1 as tl1e olclest to\v11, Cl1ester, and Bristol, "\vl1ere l1e 
preacl1ed u11der a tree \vl1icl1 lJeca111e a ~fetl1oclist land111ark. 18 He 
led tl1e \Va)' also in l)ela\\rare, 1Jotl1 at \ \lil111i11g ton, 'vl1ere 11e for1ned 
tl1e first societ)' after 1)reacl1i11g in tl1e 01)e11 air a11cl i11 .Jacob Stedl1am's 
l10111e, a11d at N e\\TCastle, \\1l1ere tl1e society orga11izecl i11 ltobert Fur
11ess' ta\rer11 '"as at first 1nore prospero11s tl1a11 tl1at i11 '\Til1ni11gton. 19 

.Jose1)l1 Pil111ore C\'e11 clai111ed \\Tebb as tl1e fello,,r 1)io11eer ''ritl1 Robert 
Stra,vbridg·e ii1 l\Iar)1la11d, ''1riting in 1769: "The \\fork that Goel be
gan b)' hi1n a11cl ~Ir. Stra,vbriclge, a local preacl1er fro111 I1·ela11d, soon 
spread througl1 the greatest })art of Balti1nore Cot1nt)', ancl se\1eral 
11undreds of peoi)Ie \Vere 1Jrot1g·l1t to repentance, ancl tt1rned to the 
Lord." 20 

RETURN FOR REJN}.ORCE~fENTS 

\Vebb did n1uch, })tlt 1nore 'vas 11eeded. 111 April, 1768, Tl1omas 
Ta)lor \Vrote to .Jol111 \\Tesle)r fro1n Ne\\T York tl1e letter 'vl1icl1 've 
ha\1e briefly 11otecl. Board1na11 a11cl Pil1no1·e a11S\\Tered tl1e call, a11d 
'vere 'velco111ecl to Pl1iladel1)l1ia b)' \\7eb1J. \vl10 inay \veil ha,,e added 
his O\Vn J)lea to \\Tesley.21 He certai11l)1 see111s to l1a\1e \1alt1ed tl1eir 
COOJJeration, and C\'e11 tl1ei r leadersl1 i p. Ft1rtl1er l1el p \\ras slO\\T in 
arri\ring, in spite of 1·ene\vecl ap1)eals, })ut in 1771 t\\1 0 i11ore 1)rea,cl1ers 
can1e, Ricl1ard '\Tright a11d Fra11cis Asbt11·)'· Early in 1772 '\'ebb him

17. Asbury, ]oun1al, 1, 54on. 19. Ibid., pp. 55-9· 
18. Lednu1n, op. cit., pp. xiv-xvi. 20. Piln1ore, ]ou1·11al, p. 25. 
21. Tho1nas Coke and Henry l\loore, Li/e of tht! Rev. j ohn l1' esley, p. 449, clai1ns as 

much, and this seems tnost likely. ·rhey do not mention Taylor's letter, ho'''ever, and 
no trace of \\Tebb's appears to have survived, so that '''e cannot be certain that he 'vrote 
to \'\' esley. \'\7ho else, ho,vever, '''as more likely to send the appeal for the ~1ethodists in 
~1aryland, as noted in Piln1ore, journal, p. 15? 

http:Tesley.21
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self ret11r11ed to E11gla11d 011ce n1ore, a1)1)are11tly ''ritl1 the set purpose 
of pleadi11g t11e cause of A111erica11 l\1etl1odis111 i11 1)erso11. 

'i\Tl1e11 tl1e l\1fetl1odist Co11fere11ce asse111 bled i11 Leeds on August 
4, i 772, Tl101nas 'i\lebl) ''1as tl1ere. 1~J1e f)Uf)]isl1ed 1\1 i11utes, as usual, 
£ur11isl1 little 111ore t11a11 a11 outli11e of a.d1ni11istrati\1e a1·ra11ge111e11ts, 
and t11ake 110 1·efere11ce either to '''elJlJ or Ai11erica. George Sl1ad
ford's j,our11al takes us bel1i11d tl1e sce11es: '''\\711e11 11e [Ca1)tai11 '"'elJb] 
lva1·111l)' exl1orted 1)reacl1ers to go to A111erica, I felt 111)' spirit stirred 
'\Vitl1i11 111e to go; 111ore es1)eciall)1 ,vJ1e11 I u11derstood t11at 111an}' l1un
dreds of i)recious souls '''ere 1)erisl1i11g tl1ro11gl1 lack of k110,vledge, 
scattered Uj) ai1d d<),v11 i11 \1ariot1s 1)a1·ts of tl1e 'voods, a11d l1ad 11011e 
to ''1ar11 tl1e111 of t11eir da11ger.... f\ccordi11gl)', l\1r. lla11ki11 a11d I 
offered oursel\res to go tl1e s11ri11g follo'''i11g." 22 Ra11ki11's 0'\111 journal 
sl10,,1s tl1at l1e 11ad se,reral co11\1ersa tio11s 'vi tl1 tl1e e11t11 usiastic ca ptai11 
about A111erica, })ut l1e 'vas a little ske1)tical, i·ealizi11g tl1at '"'elJb 
''l1ad a li\rely in1agi11atio11 a11d 'vas al,va)'S read)' to d\vell upo11 tl1e 
mar\reJlot1s." 23 

Fo1· a fc,v i11011tl1s '"'cl)b ser\1ed '\'e le)' as a11 iti11era11t preacl1e1· at 
large. Ilis fa1ne 111usl1roo111ed. 111 SJ)ite of l1i111self e''e11 Jol111 '\1esle)' 
was i1111)ressed, ,,11·iti11g i11 l1is ]our11c1l: ''I ad111ire tl1e ,,·isdo111 of God 
in still raisi11g UJJ \ 1arious 1)reacl1ers accordi11g to tl1e ' 'arious taste of 
me11. 1"'J1e Ca1)tai11 is all life ai1d fire; tl1ereforc, altl1ougl1 he is i1ot 
dee1J 01· i·egular, )'Ct inaI1)' lvl10 '''ould 11ot }1ear a bette1· 1)reacl1e1· flock 
togetl1er to l1ear l1i111. Ai1d 111a11y are co11\ri11ced u11der 11is 1)reacl1i11g, 
so111e justified, a fe,v l)uilt up in lo\1e." 24 Ile e\1en 11i11tecl t11at '''ebb's 
popularit)1 111igl1t 11a\1e a saluta1-)' effect 011 t11e ''Tell k110,,·11 Calvi11ist 
n1iniste1· Ro,vla11d I-Jill, l)y forci11g· 11i111 i11to tl1e 1Jackgrou11d, ai1d i11 
fact accordi11g to Cl1arles '\\Tesley \vl1e11 '"'eblJ JJreacl1ed i11 Batl1-011e 
of I-IilJ's fa\101~ite sta1111)i11g grou11ds-tl1e })Caple deserted tl1e Cot111tess 
0£ IIu11ti11gdo11's cl1a1Jel to l1ear 11i111.25 • Te\ertl1eless Cl1arles '\'esley 
"ras far less i1n1)1·essed tl1a11 ,,·as J1is 1Jrot11er. 111 tl1e secrecy of sl1ort
ha11d l1e added a })assage to 011e Iette1· fro111 l3ristol: '')'ottr captai11 l1as 
done 111ucl1 good; becal1se God se11ds lJy \vl1on1 l1e \vi11. Ile is a stra11ge 
man, and ''er)' 11111cl1 of: a11 e11tl1usiast. Ca1111ot )'OU })Crsuade l1i111 to 

22. Thon1as Jackson, ed., 1.ives of Early :A1ethodist Preachers, ' 'I, 162. 

23. 1 'hornas Rankin, ~1S Journal, at Gari ett Theological Sc1ninary, Evanston, Jlli
•no1s, 1>. 3. 
24. '\7cslcy, journal, \ 1, 497. 
25. '\7esley, l .ctters, \'I, 8; ~1S letter of Charles ''\7esley to Joseph Benson, Jan. 19, 

1773, at J)ukc Uni\crsity, Durhan1, N.C. 
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kee1) 11is a bunda11ce of ''isions a11cl r,e,relatio11s to 11i111self? At least 11ot 
to j)Ublisl1 the1n i11differe11tl)' to all. I 11a\'e l1eard l1i111 n1yself. I-le J1as 
111ucl1 life a11d zeal, tl1ougl1 far £1·0111 })ei11g a clea1· 01· good preacl1er." 
To \\1l1icl1 Joh11 i11 Lo11do11 r 'eJJlied laco11ically: ''I-Ie l1as bee11 long 
e11oug·l1 'vitl1 )'Ou; se11d J1i111 to us." 26 Jol111 'I\'esle)' e\re11 ,des pa tcl1ed 
'''el)}) to Irelar1d. to clear Uj) so111e i\1Ietl1oclist 1)roble1ns tJ1ere b)1 11is 
fier)' e\1a11gelis111, a11d l\1rs. Ben11is '\rrote grateful!)' fT0111 Li111erick: 
"Ot1r society is 011ce 111ore inore 1·eadjusted; '''e all see111 to be i11 love 
a11d i11 ear11est. Ca1Jtai11 '\TelJb's ' 'isi t l1as 1)ro\1ed a IJlessi11g; our 11ouse 
'''as i1ot large e11ougl1 fo1· the co11gregatio11s." 27 111 Dubli11 also l1e re
clai111ed for 'i\'esley's society a cro,vd of l1earers '\1l10 J1ad bee11 dra,\r11 
a'va)' by 011e of tl1e Cou11tess of 11 t111ti11gdo11's 1)reacl1ers.28 

1"'11e activit)' of tl1e Cal\1inistic Cou11tess a11d l1e1· 1)1·eacl1ers, indeed, 
1Jeca111e a i11ajo1· 1·easo11 for securi11g furtl1e1· 1·ei11force111ents for A111c1·
ica i11 additio11 to Sl1adford ai1d lla11ki11. 111 Octol)er, 1772, I._Jad)' 
Seli11a 11ad se11t ove1· tl1e lle,1ere11d \i\'illia111 Piercy (01· Pe1·c)1) 

29 a11d 
so111e of 11er stude11ts to Pl1iladel1)l1ia, ai1d \i\Tebb 'va11ted a11 adequate 
cou11terattractio11. 1-Ie set l1is l1ea1·t 011 Jose1)l1 Be11so11, a scl1olarl)' 
le\1el-l1eaded 1na11, as \\1ell as a '''a1·111l1earted eva11gelist. I11dced "'\i\Tebb 
'\'as sure b)1 a di,ri11e i1111)ressio11 tl1at Be11so11 11i1ist })e tl1e 111a11, a11d 
111anaged to i)ersuade J oh11 Fl etcl1er of ~tfadele)1 tl1at l1e 'vas i·ig·l1 t. 
l~e11so11 de1nu1·red, a11d fou11d a11 ally i11 Cl1arles \i\Tesle)', \vl10 co111
}Jared '\'ebl) to a for111e1· ~1etl1odist JJI'eacl1er 'vl10 11ad cat1sed a tl'e
111e11dot1s furo1·e lJ)' 1)1·01)l1es)1i11g tl1e ei1d of tl1e 'vorlcl 011 Feb1·uar)' 28, 
1763: "Tl1e Ca1Jtai11's i1111Jressio11s are 110 111ore (or ' 'e1·)1 little111ore) to 
be de1Je11ded 011 t11a11 Georg·e l~ell's. I le is a11 i11ex1)erie11ced, J1011est, 
zealous, Jo,,i 11g e11tl1usiast." 30 E' 'e11 J ol1r1 \i\Tesl cy co11ct1r1·ed, tel I i11g 
l3c11so11: ''An i111pressio11 011 tl1e i11i11d of a11otl1er ina11 is 110 rule of 
actio11 to )'Ou." 31 1~1·ustrated, '''elJb tt1r11ed to Jose1)l1 Yerbury (01· 
)rearlJr\'), a local y)reacl1er fron1 Bradford-011- · \1011, 'vl10 u11officiall)1 

acco1111)a11ied tl1e })art)', fot111d tl1at 11e 'vas 11ot cut out to be a 1etl1od

26. :\1S lcr ter of Charles \\1csley to Jol1n \\7esley, Dec. 8, 1772, at l\1ethodist Archives, 
J ondon; '\'esley, fyctte1s, \ ' I, 6. 

27. 'Vesley, I~etters, \ 1, 343. 
28. f , letter, Cl1arles \\7cslcy to Josepl1 Benson, Jan. 19, 1773, at l)ukc University, 

Durhan1 , N .C. 
29. J ater 1ni11ister of St. ~lichael's, Charleston, S.C.; see George '"'alton '\7illiams, 

l!arl) 1'1i11isters at St. 1\Jichael's, Charleston, pp. 65--?8. 
30. l\1S letter, Charle \\'esley to Jose1)l1 l3enson, l\1arch 6, 1773, at Duke University, 

Durharn, N .C. 
31. \\'eslcy, .Letters, \ ' I, 20. 

http:1)reacl1ers.28


62 FROl\1 \'\1ESLEY TO ASB Ull)' 

ist preacher, a11d rett1rned to E11gla11cl in I 7i4 'vitl1 Ric}1ard ' 1\7rigl1t, 
11a\ri11g 1)1·ude11tl)1 take11 alo11g 'vitl1 l1i111 sufficie11t broadcloth to de
fray tl1e cost of l1is rett1rn j)assage.32 

Perso11al as 'vell as 1)ublic concer11s brougl1t 1..110111as 'i\7eblJ into 
toucl1 'vitl1 the Re\rerend ] ol1n Fletcl1er of 1adeley. '"'ebb 'vas pre
paring to 111arr)' 11 is seco11d 'vife, Grace Gil })ert, sister cJf Na tl1a11iel 
Gilbert, tl1e pioneer of 1etl1odis111 in A11tigua. l\ifa)'be 11e l1ad k110,vn 
lier before co111i11g to E11gland; jl1st })Ossibl)' l1e ,,,as co1111ected ,~;ith 

so111e of tl1e \i\7ebbs of A11tigua. At aI1)' l·ate t11e follo,vi11g i·ecord ,,,as 
entered i11 tl1e parisl1 register at \i\T}1itcl1urch: "Tl1on1as '''ebb Esq., 
o( t11e Cit)' of ~e\v \'ork, ''rido,\1e1·, a11cl Grace GillJert of tl1is 1)arish 
of v\Tl1itcl1urcl1, S1)i11ster, ''1ere 111a11·ied i11 tl1is Cl1urcl1 (b)' lice11ce) 
tl1is t\\1elftl1 da)' of l;-ebruary i11 tl1e )'ear of our l.ord i 773, lJ)' 111e, John 
Fletcl1er, \'icar of l\Iadeley." '\'elJlJ '''as fort)1-se\1en, 11is bride 1)rob
al)ly about fo1·ty. Sl1e 'vas 11ot too old to })ear 11i1n t,,,o cl1ildre11-a so11, 
gi\1e11 l1er fa1nil)1 11a111e of Gilbert, a11d a daughter l\1ar)', na111ed after 
or1e of tl1e 11l1111erous l\1ar)'S i11 l1er o'v11 fa111il)', 011e susi)ects, 1·ather 
tl1a11 after l1er l1usband's first '"ife. 

THIRD Al\1ERICA T CAl\fJ>AIGN 

Captai11 1."" l10111as \ \1elJb, experie11ced tra\'eler a11d ex-quarter111aster, 
took charge of all tl1e outfitti11g for tl1e little ~1etl1odist expedition 
to An1erica. 011 Good l;-riday, AJ)ril g, 1773, l1e and l1is 11e'v IJride, 
togetl1er 'vitl1 Ra11kin, Sl1adford, ) ' ,e1·IJt11·y, a11d ai1other ge11tle111an 
na111ed Ro,vbotl1a111 alJout 'vho111 i1otl1i11g is ki10,v11, set sail from Pill 
11ear Bristol in tl1e Sall)', con1111a11ded lJy Ca1)tai11 You11g. After a 
''con1fo1·tal)Ie passage of eigl1t ,,,eeks," duri11g ,,,}1icl1 ''' ebl) sl1ared 
preacl1i11g duties '\'itl1 tl1e otl1ers, 011 Jt111e I t11e)' arri\ ed safel)' to a 
'varn1 'velco111e i11 Pl1iladel1)l1ia. Ra11ki11 su1n111011ed tl1e first A111eri
ca11 Confe1·e11ce i11 Jul)', a11d co1111ne11ted 'VI")'l )' 011 ''7 l1at l1e con ide1·ed 
tl1e slipsl1od state of A111erica11 i\1etl1oclis111, so differe11t fro111 "the 
wonderft1l accot111ts (l1e] l1ad l1eard i11 l~11gla11d, a11d during [tl1eir] 
passage." 33 I-le also 'vrote criticall)' of '"' el)b to '\7esle)1

, \vl10 i·e1)lied: 
''J)ear Ton11Jl)', Cai)tain '\' ebb does not 'vilfull)1 tell lies, but he 
speaks i11cautiousl)1 ; so tl1at '''e i11ust 111ake large allo,va11ces tor tl1is 
lvhe11e\rer l1e speaks, otl1er\·vise \\'e sl1all be decei\1ed. J3ut \vl1ere is 

32. Jackson, Early /\1ethodist Preachers, \ 1, i85, and Rankin, l\1S Journal, p. 105. 

33. Ibid ., \ 1, 183, 185- 7, 193. 
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he no,v, a11d 'vl1at is l1e ,doi11g? I fea1· I1is ' vife 'viii l1a\1e 11eed of 
patie11ce.'' 34 

Captai11"\\TeblJ11ad a1)1)are11tl)1 take11 l1is ,,,ife to a l101ne "011 tl1'e 
Gree11 l)a11k'' at 13t1rlingto11, Ne\\1 ~Jerse)'· 1-Iere tl1e)' strt1ck tIJ) 'var1n 
frie11dsl1ips 'vitl1 tl1eir Qt1aker neigl1lJors tl1e ~1or1·ises a11d the Dill 
'")'Ils.35 1\notl1er Qt1aker 11u111berecl a1no11g· tl1eir frie11ds \Vas 1\11tl1011)1 

Be11ezet. It is 11ot altogetl1er st1rprisi11g tl1at )'Ou11g Cl1arles 'NelJb, 
'"'110 ca111e to li\1e 'vitl1 11is fatl1e1' a11d ste1)111otl1er f<)T a ti111e, beca111e 
a Qt1aker 1)reacl1er.36 G1,ace '"'el)b 11eeded f1·ie11ds, for l1er 11usl)ar1d 
'vas f1·eque11 tl )' a,,·ay £1·0111 ho111e on preacl1 i11g tri}JS. '"' e ca tcl1 i11ter
esting gli111pses of 11i111 i11 tl1e jour11als of Asbt1ry, Pil111ore, and Jla11k
i11, a11d, i11deed, of futu1·e Preside11t Jol111 Ada111s. All, 'vit11 tl1e stra11ge 
exce1)tio11 of dains, sl1ared t11e \i\Tesle)1S' per1)Iexity at tl1e in1pact of 
'"'ebb's u11111etl1odical ser111011s. 111 i 769 Jlil1nore ,,rrote: "1-Iis 1)reacl1
i11g, t11ougl1 i11correct a11d irregular, is atte11cled 'vitl1 '\1011derful J)O'\'
er."37 So111e i11011tJ1s later l1e clai1ne(l: "J-Ie is a ge11t1i11e , ,\7esle)'an a11cl 
lal)ours l1ard to 1)ro1note tl1e cat1se. Jiis gifts are s111all; bl1t l1e is ''er)' 
zealous a11d l1011est." 38 111 l\farcl1, 1774, at Balti111ore, Asbt1ry ol)
ser\1ed tl1at '\7ebb 1)1·eacl1ecl ''a11 a11i111ati11g discourse fT01n Re''· 6: 17'' 
(i.e., t11e Da)' of '"'ra tl1), and l·e111arked t'vo da)'S late1·: "l""'l1ere is 
so111etl1i11g \1er)' si11gular i11 l1is 1na1111er; 11e\1e1·tl1eless tl1e Lo1·d o'vns 
a11d f)] esses l1is lahours." T11e t'vo 111e11 sl1a1·ed tl1e respo11sibil i ty fo1
bt1ildi11g tl1e fir t 1ethodist 111eeti11g l1ot1se i11 Bal tirno1·e, Lo\1el)' 
Lane. Asl)UT)' laid tl1e fou11datio11 sto11e i11 JJril, 1774, a11d i11 Oc
tol)er 'i\Tel)l) 1)1·eacl1ed tl1e first ser1non i11 tl1e bt1ildi11g. \i\Te})}) ac

co1111Ja11ied Asl)Ur)' 011 some of l1is 1)reacl1i11g journe)'S, and see111s to 

l1a\1e take11 Asbury's })art i11 tl1e frictio11 tl1at cleveloJJed ,,ritl1 Ranki11, 


1'vl10 felt tJ1at I3al ti111ore did 11ot real 1)1 11eed t11e te11de1· lo\1 i11g· Care 
t11at Asl)tll)' la\1isl1ed upo11 tl1e ca11se.39 

It 'vas 011 St111da)', October 23, i11 tl1at sa111e )'ear of 1774, tl1at tl1e 
redoubtalJle Jol111 Ada111s, a11 i11\1eterate se1·111011-taster, l1eard '"'ebb 

34. '''e Icy, !Jetters, ' ' l, 5fi-7. 
35· See the correspondence bet\\'een f rs. '\Tebb and the t\\'O families, 1775-85, pre

ser\ ed in the Ii istorical Society of Pennsylvania, Philadel1>hia . 
36. George . Brookes, Friend Anthon)' Benezet, J>p. 305, 308, 313; '\rakeley, ]Jos t 

Chaj1lers, p. 153. 
37. J>iJrnore, Journal, p. 30. 
38. John J>. Lock\\'Ood, The JJ'estern Pioneers, p. 177. 'Vhen '\7i lliam Duke, as a 

young preacher, heard '\'ebb, he 11 

\\'as ternptcd to laugl1 at his odd expressions" (Dukep 
l\1S Jou1 nal, 1774-1776, Peal)ody l11sti tu te, Baltimore, abstracted by Ed\\'in Schell, April 
15· 1774). 

39. A bury, ]ou1nal, 1, 117, 139, 140, 147. 
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preach i11 Pl1iladelpl1ia. 111 tl1e 111or11i11g J1e liste11ed to t11e 'Countess 
,of l~u11ti11gdo11's e111issar)1 '\TiJlia111 Pierc)1

, 'vho111 l1e dis1nissed i11 l1is 
diar)' as ' 'No ge11ius-110 orator." 111 tl1e a£ter110011 J1e l1eard a \ lir
gi11ian 13a1Jtist, alJout \\1l101n tl1e 0111)' sa\1i11g grace l1e could find 'vas 
" }1011est zeal." 0\1er \\' ebb, l10,ve\1e1·, l1e 'vent i11to ra1)tures: "He is 
011e of tl1e 111ost flue11t, eloq•1e11t 111e11 1 e\rer 11eard. I-Ie 1·eacI1es tl1e 
i111agir1atio11 a11d toucl1es t11e }Jassio11s \ ' Cl")' 'vell , and ex1Jresses l1i111self 
' vitl1 great 1)1·01)riet)' ." 40 'i\' elJlJ 'vas a1)1)are11tl)' a la)'n1an 's preacl1e1· 
ratl1er tl1a11 a }Jreacl1er's 1)1·eacl1er. 

I 11 sj)i te of so111e a\4l k'vard 1110111e11 ts, '\TelJlJ got alo11g 1·easo11alJl )' 
\\1el I \Vi tl1 tl1at t11or11y d isci J)l i11arian l "' l10111as Ra11ki11. Dt1ri11g tl1e 
su111111er of 1775 l1e acco1npa11ied lla11ki11 011 l1is 1)reacl1i11g circuit 
aro1111d Cl1esa1)eake 13ay, taki11g i11 tl1e lo,\1er cot111t.ies 011 tl1e easter11 
sl1ore. l~\1e11tuall)' \t\TelJb 'vilted i11 tl1e J1eat ai1d tt1r11ed back-it \\ras 
tl1e middle of Jul)', ai1d tl1e11 as late1· l1e ee111s to l1a\1e been cor1)t1le11t. 
111 1776 also '"' elJIJ \vorked \Vitl1 lla11ki11 i11 Pl1i]adel1)hia, a11d the11 
"1Jro111ised to st11)1)l)' tl1e Tre11to11 circuit i11 tl1e b est \\1a)1 l1e could." 
Jla11ki11 sl1ared tl1e l1os1)itality 11ot 0111)' of 'J\' eblJ's chaise (so111e,vl1at 
111ore co111fortalJle tl1a11 t11e circuit 1·ider's traditi o11al l1orse) bt1t also 
of the 11ew 110111e to \vl1icl1 tl1e ''' ebbs l1ad n10\1ed this )'ear, i11 t11e 
co1111Jarati\1ely rural seclusio11 of Pe111lJerto11, 1e'\' Je1·sey. '"'a1· 'vitl1 
B1·itai11 i11e\1itabl)1 curtailed tl1eir }Jreacl1i11g acti,rities, e\re11 tl1ougl1 
(as lla11ki11's <liar)' 1nakes clear) tl1e 1\1et11odists officiall)' espoused 
neitl1e1· side ancl t1·ied to avc>id carryi11g ar111s. l~l1rougl1out Dece1r1

lJer, 1776, a11d Ja11uar}', 1777, Jla11ki11 sta)1ed 'vitl1 ''' ebb, occu1)yi11g 
l1is time i11 co1111)ili11g a 11atu1·al 11isto1·)' of 1\111erica, to the acco111
pa11i111e11t of the sot111d of ca1111011 ai1d s111all ar111s, ''the 11oise and 
di11 of \var." 41 After tl1e follo''' i11g Co11fere11ce i11 1\1a)', 1777, l1e a11d 
tl1e i·e111ai11ing Britisl1 preacl1ers, '\1itl1 tl1e single exce1)tio11 of As
bury, bade fare'''ell to tl1eir )'Ou11ger A111erica11 bretl1re11 a11d 1·e
t11r11ecl }lQDlC. v\lit}lill a }'ear a}} \\1ere go11e. \\Teb})'S 0'\1n atteJll()ted 
departure '''as botl1 i)rolonged a11d pai11ful. 

l~RIALS OF A LO'\'ALIST 

For so111e )'ears Webb had tried to keep his fi11ger on tl1e pulse of 
the American people, as is re\1ealed by J1is letters to tl1e Earl of Dart

4o. L. H. Butterfield, ed., Diary and Autobiography of john Adarns, II, 156. 
41. Rankin, ?\1S Journal, J>. 205 Qan. 1- 29, 1777). 
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1noutl1, Colon.ial Secretary a11d Lord Pri''Y Seal of E11gla11d ,during 
tl1e fatef11l )'ears 1772-82, a11d a \Varrr1 frie11d of tl1e l\1letl1odists. In 
Septe111ber, I i74, \Veb}) i·e1)01·ted u11fa,,orabl)1 011 tl1e first Co11gress, 
asse1n bled i11 Pl1iladeI1)l1ia. 111 1\1Iarcl1, 177 5, \v1·iti11g f ro111 N e\\1 York, 
J1e expressed his })elief t11at tl1e A111erica11 1)eople 'vere 110''' 111ore 
frie11dly to l~ritai11, 1)articularl)' i11 \1ie\v of tl1e Ne\\1 )~ork Asse111bl)1's 
rejectio11 of Co11g1·ess's n1easures. If tl1e ki11g's sta11dard ,,vere t·aised, 
l1e clai1ned, about tl1ree-fourtl1s of tl1e 1)eo1)le \vould 1·ally 1·ou11d. He 
i)assed a suggestio11 tl1at closi11g tl1e })Orts 111igl1t bri11g t11e 1·ebels lJack 
i11 to li11e. 

Clea1·l)1 \1\Tebb 'vas 11ot i11 S)'I11patl1)' \\1itl1 tl1e restless spirit of i11de
pe11dence, and it is 11ot sur1)risi11g t11at ,e,1e11tuall)1 l1e 'vas caug·l1t U}) 

i11 serious ti·oulJle at tl1e l1a11ds of t11e 1)atriots. I-Ie11r)' J)a,vso11, i11 tl1at 
1no11u111e11tal ad\re11tu1·e, Tlie Iiislorical 111agazine, 1)rinted an i11ter
esti11g letter 'vritte11 to Ge11eral Scl1u)1le1· £1·0111 Balti111ore on l\1ay I, 

1777. San1uel Pur\1ia11ce, Jr., a11 A1nerica11 SJ))', told Scl1u)1ler tl1at 
'\'ebb 'vas a British Sp)', "a 11alf 1)a)' officer i11 tl1e J)ritisl1 ser\1ice'' 
l1sing tl1e disguise of a l\1,etl1odist 1)reacl1er. I11deed, J1e '\1,e11t 011, "It 
is a certai11 trutl1 tl1at all tJ1e (leno111i11atio11 called l\Ietl1odists al111ost 
to a i11an ('vi th us [i.e., i11 Balti111ore]) are e11e111ies to our cause u11der 
tl1e n1ask of religio11, a11d are cot111tena11ced 1Jy tl1e l""ories." 42 \Vebb 
''yas ar1·ested a11d ''t1·a11s1)orted to tl1e back })arts of Pe1111S)7l\1a11ia'' 
i11 fact to tl1e l\Ioravia11 ce11te1~ of I~ethlel1e111. l\fa11y l\101·avian fa111ilies 

'''ere n10\1ed out of thei1· l1omes to 111ake roo111 for priso11ers of ''1ar. T11e 
\\Tebl)s lodged first in tl1e 11ouse of Brotl1er Li11de111eye1·, a11d later i11 
tl1at of \\Tillia111 13611ler-sl1ades of l\1etl1odist begi1111i11gsl Tl1e cap
tain served tl1e 1)riso11ers as cha1Jlai11, preacl1i11g for t11e1n a11d burying 
tl1eir dead.43 

Altogether \'\Te1Jb's fa111ily 'vas detai11ed i11 Betl1lel1e111 for nearly 
fifteen i11011tl1s. \'\Tebb l1imself, l10,ve\1er, securecl a ))asspo1·t releasing 
l1im from l1is pa1·ole of 11ot ''e11turi11g i1101·e tl1a11 six 1niles fro111 tl1e 
to,,•11. Tl1us ar1ned, on Febr11ary 22, i 778, he set ot1t for Pl1iladel1)l1ia, 
i11 order to }1aste11 l1is excl1a11ge for a11 A111erica11 1)riso11er of '\'ar. I-I is 

42. 1-Iistorical ft1agazine, ~1orrisania, N.)'. (1866), 361-8. Cf. John ''\1• Jackson, 
1'.1argaret ft1orris, her Journal, pp. 69-70. For '\7ebb's letters to tl1e Earl of Dartmouth 
see liistorical /\1anuscripts Co1111nissio11. ... TJ1e /\1ariuscrifJts of the Earl of Dartrnouth, 
JI. 145, 160, 190, 276. 

43. Diary of the 1oravian Churcl1, Betl1lehem, quoted in Bulletin 'o. 7 of the 
Association of l\1ctl1odist Historical Societies, l 939· 
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passport scorned, 11e 'vas l1eld priso11er i11 Pl1il adel pl1ia for 111ontl1s 
'vl1ile l1e atten1pted to })rove tl1at 11e 'vas i11 fact 11ot a soldier l)t1t a 
ci\rilia11. His wife interceded for him e\ien 'vitl1 George 'l\'ashington. 
E\re11tuall)1 the excl1a11ge 'vas effected, but \Vebb does not seem to 

4l1a\'e 1 ejoined his 'vife a11d fa111ily until tl1ey reacl1ed 1e''r York on 
tl1eir '\ray to Engla11d, t.o,vards tl1e e11d of At1gL1st, 1778.44 

Arrived i11 E11gla11d, "\l\Tel)b fot1nd l1i111self i11 so1ne fina11cial dis
tress, tl1ougl1 not quite 1)e1111iless. 1-Iis 'vife's little fortu11e of £2,000 
'vas tied U}) in the Gilbert estates in A11tigua, a11d. so111e time after 11er 

4b1 other 1atl1a11iel's deatl1 i11 i 773 l1er a1111ual i11terest of £120 ceased. 
4For a decade and 1nore tl1ey ke1)t l101)i11g· for a 1 estoratio11 of tl1e a11

nuit)' if 11ot of tl1e ca1)ital. Fo1~ so1ne )'Cars \\Tebb l1ad fruitless!)' co111
plai11ed i11 official quarters tl1at l1e \vas al111ost tl1e last of tl1e ne
glected \reteran officers of tile Se\1e11 Years' '\Tar to recei,re a suitable 
re\vard. No\\' 11e began agai11, 111usteri11g support for 11is clain1s as a 
ci\rilian loyalist acti \1el)' eng·agecl in for\vardi ng Bri tisl1 ain1s, '\\1}10 l1ad 
bee11 diSJ)OSsessed and st1ffered loss t11rot1gl1 tl1e Re\1olt1tio11. 111 SUJ)

port of l1is 111e111orial to ' 'tl1e Ho11ourable Con1111issio11ers appointed 
... to inquire into tl1e losses a11d services of tl1e A111erica11 L0)1alists" 
l1e secured reco111111e11datio11s froin se\1eral people 1)1·0111inent in pub
lic affairs. Joh11 'i\Tesle)' 1ent l1is aid, as did t'vo of l1is preacl1ers, 
Tl101nas Ra11kin a11cl l\1arti11 Rodda, botl1 of 'vl10111 }1ad ser\1ed in 
A111erica. '"'e1)b's 1nil i tar)' testi111011ials ca111e f1·0111 Ge11erals Tl10111as 
Gage a11d Tho111as Sterli11g, together 1\1itl1 Colonel Isaac Barre (re
puted autl1or of tl1e Letters of ]1L1zius) , a1011gside all of '\vl1om l1e l1ad 
fought i11 tl1e Quebec ca1111)aig11. He also secured a letter from Oli\rer 
De 1...ancey, tl1e prc)n1i11e11t 1e'\1 York 10)1alist, and fro1n ] oseph Gallo
'vay, t11e l\1ar)1la11d-l)or11 la\\1

) 
1er 'vl10 'vas a 111e111l)er of tl1e first Con

gress of 1774 but 've11t O\'e1· to t11e Britisl1 i11 I 776, later publisl1i11g 
1)a1111)l1lets attacking tl1e conduct of tl1e 'var b)' tl1e I-Io,ves, pa1nphlets 
re1)ri11ted by John 'l\Tesley. Tl1e 1natter of co111pe11satio11, 11e\1ertl1e
less, dragged on for )'ears.45 

\l\7el)l) J1acl SJ)eedily re-estal)lisl1ed l1i111self as a preacl1er. He ,\ras 
especial])' popular at Salisbur)', 'vl1ere 11e seems to 11a\'e 11ad relati\res.46 

One of tl1e soldiers co11\1erted u11der l1is preaching became a pioneer 

44. See the E. Boudinot correspondence in tl1e 1 1C\\' ) 'ork Historical Society, Ne\\' \ 'ork 
City, April 7 to Aug. 5, 1778. 

45. 11' 1-IS, XXXIII, 157- 9; ~1S letters of '\1cbb to his son Charles, espec. Oct. 23, 1782, 
one n.d ., and Aug. 12, 1793 (~1ethodis t Archives, I ...ondon). 

46. \\7cslcy, J_etters, \ ' II, 69; ' 'Vesley, journal, \ ' II, 295, 452. 

http:relati\res.46
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of ~1etl1odist eva11gelism in tl1e Frencl1-speaking islancl of Jerse)'.47 

Reminisce11ces of America, not all of them flatteri11g·, or e\1e11 correct, 

punctuated his disco11rses. 011ce, \Vl1en 1)reacl1ing· i11 tl1e Ne\v Room 
at Bristol, he acc11sed the A1nericans not 0111)' of 111x11r)' but, \vl1at \Vas 

\Vorse, of Arminia11ism-by 'vhicl1 11e s11rely 111ea11t 1\ria11is111.48 

In spite of son1e 1111dersta11dable lapses, l10,ve\1er, '''ebt) 1·etained 

11is lo\'e for A1nerica. He kept in toucl1 'vitl1 l1is 1\111erica11-lJorn son 
Cl1arles, and 011e of 11is letters to Cl1arles sl10,vs tl1at A111erica l1acl at 

tl1e \'ery least gi\1en l1i111 a taste for I11clia11 cor11. Tl1e fatl1er's O\vn 

suppressed )'earning for An1erica ca111e ot1t ' 'icariot1sly i11 tl1e longi11gs 
of )'Oung Gil lJert to join l1is ste1)brotl1er i11 tl1eir 11ati,,e land. , ,, ,ebl) 

\vas ob\1iousl)1 proucl of )'Our1g Gilbert's tale11t for arit11111etic ancl 11is 
"good l1a11d for book-kee1)i11g," as 'vell as 11is 1co1n1)lete tr11st,,ro rtl1

iness, and \Vas sure tl1at l1e \Vo11lcl pro\1e a goocl clerk alo11gsicle Cl1arles. 

E\1e11tually in 1792, \Vl1en l1e \Vas abol1t eigl1teen, Gilbert \Vas fitted 

out b)' l1is 1)arents and sent O\rer 'vi tl1 a co11sig11111e11 t of caref1111}' 

cl1osen goods to sell at a profit in Ai11erica. In fact, 11e 1)r0\1ed so1ne

'vl1at less religio11s and n111cl1 more acl\1ent11rous than 11is sober step
brother Cl1arles, and seems to l1a\re reacted \riolentl )r against Charles's 

stuff)1 1)reacl1i11g.49 

Little is k110,v11 of '\\Tebb's only daugl1ter, 11elcl })ack from scl100I ing 

even \vl1en sl1e \Vas about ten beca11se of tl1e 11eecl for fa111il)1 econotn)'· 

At that tin1e '\1ebb co1nforted 11i111seIf \Vitl1 tl1e tl1ol1g·l1 t ex1)ressed in 
a letter to Charles: '''i'ot1r sister is \'Cf)' notable ['vl1ate\1er tl1at i11ay 
l1a\re meant!], and I l101)e ,,rill 111ake a good \V0111an." Her obit11ary i11 

tl1e A1etlzoclist J11c1gazine s110,\1S tl1at sl1e de\1e loped i11to an i11tellige11t, 

\vell-reacl, a11d cl1arming )70 ung lacl)', t11ot1gl1 a little too ga}' for l1er 
J)arents' taste. At tl1e age of 11inetee11 sl1e u11der,,re11t an old-fasl1io11ecl 

co11\1ersion, n1arried a 'vido,v.er \vitl1 t'vo )'01111g so11s, a11d 11i11e 111011ths 

later diecl of co11v11lsions a11d apOJ)leX)' i11 tl1e last stag·es of preg11a11cy. 

Tl1is '\ras 011 ~Ja11t1ar)1 4, 1799. Dt1ring 11er sl1ort I)eriocl as 7101111g ~Irs. 
''\'rigl1t of Stot1rport sl1e 11acl l)ecome 011e of tl1e shi11i11g ligl1ts of t11e 
~1etl1odist societ}7 tl1ere. 50 

4i· l~'HS, XXI, 83; London Quarterly Review, CL,71 Quly, i951), 199-200. 
48. lJ' HS, X\11I I, i 26. 
49. l\1S letters, Thon1as \\'ebb to Charles \\7ebb, 1782--g3, l\fethodist Archives, London; 

also one '''ithout date in Lovely Lane l\luseun1, Baltimore; \\7akeley, !Jos t Chapters, p. 
153; Charles \'\'ebb to Gilbert \\7ebb, Dec. 14, 1792, Library of Congress, \Vashington. 

50. l\1S letter, Thon1as \Vebb to Charles \\7ebb, ~1ay 7, 1785, and l\fary Gilbert to 
Gilbert '''ebb, Feb. g, 1 jgj, Library of Congress; cf. 1'1cthodist 1)1agazine, 1799, p. 272. 

http:vido,v.er
http:1)reacl1i11g.49
http:1\ria11is111.48
http:erse)'.47
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Tl101nas '"'eblJ's fi11a11cial affairs co11ti11ued i11 disorder. A '\\1ord 
f1·0111 J01111 '"'esle)' to I...ord N ortl1 11el1)ed to sect1re for l1i111 ai1 a1111t1al 
1)ensio11 of £ '97 I os., but tl1is 'vas far fro111 })rOSJ)Crit)'; l1e and Grace 
co11ti11ued to look for,\1ard to tl1ose t'\'O g·o1de11 e\1e11ts i11 tl1e fut.lire, 
tl1e settle1ne11t of l1is clai111s fo1· 1Co1111)e11satio11 as a dist1·essed 10)1alist, 
;.1nd tl1e re11e,val of tl1e 1·e1nitta11'ces fro111 A11tigua. l\1ea11ti111e \i\TelJb 
ke1)t 'varnirig Cl1ar1es of. 11is o'~.r11 i111rni11e11t deatl1. A suffe1·er fron1 
got1t, 11e l1ad felt 11i111self 1Jegi1111i11g to ''break UJ)" i11 1786, ai1d 11e 
u1·ged that Cl1arles s11ould take res1)011siJ)ilit)1 for 11is steprnotl1er u11til 
tl1e fa111il)1 sl1i JJ ca111e 110111e. 

LAS1"' JlOLI.. C1\LI... 

111 f:act \'\1e})b su1·,,i,1ed for a11otl1e1· te11 years, a11d duri11g tl1at pe
1·iod j)la)1ed a 1)ro111i11e11t 1)art i11 t11e affairs of Bristol 1\1et11odis111. 1-Ie 
'''as tl1e c11ief age11t i11 buildi11g )'Ct ai1otl1er 1etl1odist cl1apel, on 
J>ortla11d Heigl1ts, Bristol, ,,vl1ere or1 Dece111f)er 24, 1796, l1e 'vas buried 
'''itl1 all l1011ors. ,..I 'l1e soldie1· JJreacl1er l1ad a11s,vered 11is last 1·011 call. 
1~01· a ce11tury a11d tl1ree-quarters l1is lJody la)' i11 a \1ault lJelo'"' tl1e 
altar, t11e traditio11al gTee11 }Jatcl1 still o\rer tl1e e)'e lo t ii1 t11e ser,·ice 
of King George, a11d a glor)1 al)o11t tl1e i11c111ory of 11is life gi,1e11 i11 tl1e 
ser\1ice of tl1e Ki11g of Ki11g·s. It is altogetl1e1· fitti11g tl1at i11 l\1ay, i 972, 
'vitl1 t11e closi11g of Portla11d Cl1a1)el, 11is i·e111ai11s (ide11tified b)7 tl1at 
same greei1 )Jatcl1) 'vere re1110\1ed (toget11er ,,,j t11 tl1ose of: l1is 'vife 
(;race) for i11tern1e11t at tl1e Ne'v Room i11 Bristol, Britai11's gate,va)' 
to A1nerica i11 \ \T esl ey' s da)'. 51 

J~'is i11e1norial tal)let at Po1·tland stated tl1at l1e "founded the first 
l\1etl1odist Cl1urcl1es'' i11 Ai11erica. Co11te1111)orar)' e11gra,ri11gs sl1o'v 
l1i111 preacl1i11g i11 1·egi111e11tals behi11d s'"rord a11d Bible, a11d describe 
l1i111 as "Fo1111der of tl1e l\1letl1odist Societies i11 A111erica." 52 E\1e11 a 
£ello,\1-E11glisl11na11 is constrai11ed to ad1nit, ho'\'C\1 er, that t11is 111ay 
clai111 too 1n11cl1, tl1ot1gl1 it is so111e,vl1at })etter tl1a11 tl1e li111ited de
scri1)tio11 u11der 011e An1erica11 versio11 of tl1e ei1gra\1ing: ''Capt. 
...fhc>111as \i\Te})b, Pio11eer 1\1et11odist Preacl1er i11 Brookl)'11." One sus
IJects tl1at tl1is had ])ee11 colored b)1 son1e local lO)'alt)'· A little fuller, 
tl1ougl1 still not full e11ougl1, is t11e caption u11der tl1e lit11ograph 
f:ro11tiSJ)iece to Led11un1's H istory1 of the Rise of !v!etlzodisni in A mer

51. See J.1ethodist liistory, X, No. 4 (July, 1972), 60-3. 
52. 1 bid., pp. 53-7· 
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ica (1859): ' 'Captai11 Thomas "'\i\Tebf), \vl10 i11troduced ~1et11odis111 i11to 
Pe11nS)1l \1a11ia, Dela,vare, and N e'v Jerse)'." I I o'v i11 fact are \Ve to 
sun1n1arize l1is te11 )'ears ,of pio11eer e\1a11g·elis111 i11 A111erica, l1is 'videly 
spread acti\1ities i11 1)reacl1ing a11d fou11di11g societies, l1is 1)ro111i11e11t 
sl1are i11 bt1il(ii11g cl1 urcl1es in N e\v York, PJ1iladel1)11 ia, a11d I~al ti
more, l1is zeal i11 sect1ri11g reinforce111e11ts fr<>111 J~11gla11d? Perl1a1)s '''C 

ca11not call l1i111 tl1e fot1nder of J-\111erica11 1\1et11odis1n, but l1e '''as 
certainly a fou11de14 and-111a)1be '''e s11all e\1e11tuall)1 11it u1)011 a bet, 

ter ter1n-tl1e cl1ief co11solidator of ea1·l)1 l\1etl1odis111 i11 Ai11erica. 
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As ''1e l1a re see11, duri11g the colo11ial 176o's a grass-roots l\1etl1
odisn1 de\'eloped al(>11g tl1e easter11 seal)oard of: A111erica, 11otal)l)1 i11 
t11e areas around I3alti111ore, Pl1iladelpl1ia, and i 

1e'v 1' 01·k. 111 j)art it 

'vas tl1e rest1l t of a ge11eratio11 of seed-so,vi11g b)' George '''hi tefield, 
and earlie1· l))' l1is tt1tor a11d se11ior colleag·ue, Jol111 'i\' esle)'· A fe'\v 
s1nall })Ockets of i11flue11ce ' vere cl1aracterized f))' ge11ui11e spiritual 
'var111tl1, l)tlt also IJ)' a lack of tl1eological se11sitivit)' a11d of a tigl1tly 
k11it orga11izatio11. A 11a11dful of Britisl1 in11nigra11ts- 111ai11l)1 fro111 
Irela11d-p1·0\1ided focal 1)oi11ts of fello,vsl1i1) a11d gr0\\1tl1. Tl1ese s111all 
~Ietl1oclist g·rotips a1)pare11tl)' hacl fe''' li11ks ,,ritl1 all)' \rigorous i11 
dige11ous cl1u1·ch lite, a11d e\1e11 ties 'vitl1 1etl1odis1n i11 tl1ei1· 1notl1er 
cou11tr}' see111 to l1a,,e })ee11 broke11. Not u11til tl1e Atla11tic '''as ef
fecti\rel)' })ridged b)' a 1)e1·suasi,,e a1)peal to '\' esley did 1etl1odisn1 i11 
An1erica realI}' begin to flourisl1. 

THE \'\'ESIJEYS A 11) A?\1 Elli CA 

For t11irt)' )'ears tl1e \\Tesleys' co11ti11t1i11g co11cer11 for A111e1·ica ''1as 
cl1a1111eled 111ai11l )' tl1roug·J1 tl1eir )'OU11ger colleague Geo1·ge '\T}1ite
field. l~\re11 tl1ougl1 l1e ca111e to differ kee11l)1 fro111 the111 1Jotl1 i11 doc
tri11e a11d })ractice t11e)r re111ai11ed, as ,eacl1 111ai11tai11ed, "a t11reefold 
corcl." 1 '\TJ1itefield 1·aised tl1e orpl1a11age i11 Sa\ra1111al1 pla1111ed b)' 
Cl1arles 'l\Tesle)'; '\Thitefield f:ollo,,1ed llp e\ra11gelical OJ)e11i11gs i11 tl1e 

~ e,v E11gla11d to ''' l1icl1 Cl1a1·les J1ad bee11 in\1ited; t11rot1gl1 "\\TJ1ite
field's jour11als a11d letters a11d perso11al co11versatio11 tl1e t,,,o f)rotl1ers 
' 'icar.iously ex1)erie11ced a gospel iti11era11cy in A111erica si1nilar to t11at 
v.1l1icl1 tl1e}' tl1en1sel\1es fol)o,ved i11 tl1e Britisl1 Isles, tl1ougl1 "\i\TJ1ite
field 'vas a 1)reacl1er ratl1er tl1a11 a11 orga11izer, a11d at tl1e end of a 
ge11eratio11 l1ad little to sl1o'v l))' ''1ay of societies a11d 1ne1nlJers. 

1or 'vas "\l\TJ1itefield tl1e ''' esle)'S' 0111)' point of ~ontact across the 
Atla11tic duri11g tl1is lost generatio11 of A111erica11 1etl1odis111. 111 1738 
Jol111 'i\' esle)' l1ad been deepl)' 1110\1ed b)' readi11g Jonatl1an Ed,vards' 

1ost of the 1na terial used here has appeared in t\\'O articles: {a) "Early Arnerican 1ethod
ism: A Key J)ocument," ft1ethodist History, Ill, No. 2 Qan., 1965), 3- 15, and {b) "'Come 
over and help usl'-A1ncrica to '\re Icy," Christia11 Advocate, ~1arch 18, 19j1, pp. 13-14. 

1 . Charles \\1esley, ]our11al, II, 178, 247. • 

• 
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f\1arrative of tl1e Great A'vakeni11g i11 Te,\1 E11gla11d, and a fe,v )'ears 
lat,er pt1blisl1ed l1is o'vn ab1·idged editio11 of it, as l1e did of Ed,vards' 
otl1er 'vorks on tl1e re\1i\1al, and of l1is biog1·apl1y of tl1e 'vell k110\vn 

missionary to tl1e I11dians, Da\1 id Brai11erd.2 ' '' l1e11 asked i11 1745 
v-1hetl1er he '\ras interested in for1ning a 1)1-a}1er circle for e\1a11gelical 
ministers ir1 E11gla11d a11d Scotland 'Vesley t1rged tl1at t11e cl erg)' of 
An1erica sl1ould also be i11\1ited to co-ope1-ate, 111e11tio11i11g SJ)ecifically 
Ed,vards and Gilbert Ten11e11t.3 

Dt1ri11g tl1e follo,vi11g decacle his tl1ot1gl1ts freqt1e11tl}1 tur11ed to 

A1nerica. 111 1753 Gilbert Ten11e11t ' 'isited l~ngla11d, alo11g 'vitl1 tl1e 
Re\1ere11d Samuel Da,ries of Ha110\1e1- 1Cou11t)', \ !irgi11ia. Tl1e)1 ca111e 
to raise fu11ds for t l1e Col Iege of N e\\1 Jerse)', better k110\\111 tel us as 
Princeton. \'\'l1e11 1--en11e11t a11d Da\1ies called 011 tl1e '!\'esle)' 1J1·otl1ers 
tl1e follo,\1i11g }'ear tl1ey 'vere 1·ecei\red S)'ITI})atl1eticall)', a11d \\Tes ley 
co111n1e11ded tl1e 1)roject as ''an ad111irable desig11, if it 'vill 1Jri11g Prot
esta11ts of e\rer}' de11omi11atio11 to bear 'vitl1 011e a11otl1er." 4 'i\'esley's 
frie11dsl1ip \\1itl1 Da\1ies i11 })articular flourisl1ed 1Jy correspo11de11ce 
u11til tl1e latter's deatl1 in i761. \\Tesley se11t I)arcels of l1is o'v11 pt1bli
cations for distribution amo11g Da\ries' parisl1io11ers: J)a\1ies described 
ho'v so1ne of tl1e Black sla\1es to '\1110111 l1e ga\1e 'Vesle)1's Collectiori of 
Psaln1s and H1111111s occasional))' spent tl1e \\rl1ole 11igl1t si11gi11g tl1e1n. 
Da\1ies also passed 011 111an}' of 'i\7esle)1's ti·acts to 11eigl1bori11g cle1-gy 
in Virgi11ia for free distril)utio11 to J)OOr peo1)1e, ,es1)ecially l3lacks.5 

For l1is part 'Vesle)' aJJpreciated tl1e ''rriti11gs of San1uel J)a\ries, a11d 
printed an abridged editio11 of 011e of l1is sern1011s t111der the title of 
Tl1e Good Soldier.6 Otl1er })UlJ]ications b)' \i\Tesle)' co11ti11ued to sell 
in America.7 

From i 755 to i 763 George '\711itefield ren1ai11ed i11 tl1e i1ited 
Ki11gdo1n lJefore i11aki11g 11is sixtl1 \1isit to A111erica, 1vl1icl1 lasted f1·on1 
tl1e sun1n1er of 1763 to tl1at of i 765. In CJ)teinlJer, i 764, (1·0111 Pl1ila
delpl1ia, ' ''hitefield '''rote to 'i\7esle)' l1i11ti11g tl1at 11e '\'Ould '\relco111e 
son1e of \i\7esle)1's itinera11ts to ft1rtl1er tl1e 'vork i11 1\111erica, ai1d co11

2. See Charles A. Rogers, "Joh11 \\7eSley and Jonathan l~d,,•ards." 

3. ''\1csley. I..etters, JI, 33-4. 
4. \\7csley. journal, l''· 101; Samuel Davies, Diary, p. 132. 
5. \Vesley, journal, 1''· 125-6, 14g-50, 194-5. 
6. Ricl1ard Green, The lVorks of john and Charles TJ'esle)': A /Jibliography, No. 178. 

Although Green did not knov.1 it, this '''as taken fro1n J)a\ics' Religion and Patriotis1n 
the Constituents of a Good Soldier, Philadel1>hia, 1755; reprinted iI1 London and in 
Glasgo'''• 1756. 

7. Pilkington, op. cit., p. 26. 
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tinued to 111ake t11is plea after l1is 1·etur11 to E11gJa11d. Sympatl1et.ic 

tl1ougl1 l1e '\1as, '"'esl ey suggested to \l\Tl1i tefield i11stead that some of 
l1is local 1)r,eacl1ers 1nigl1t })e sufficie11t for tl1e task.8 '''l1ere 'l\711itefield 

failed 'vitl1 '"'esley a11 o bscu1·e la)1111a11 succeeded. 1.""l1e orga11izing a11d 
in,rigorati11g of a11 e111lJr)'O A111erica11 l\1etl1odisn1 alo11g largely Britis}1 
li11es 1·est1lted £1·0111 t11e co11cern of 011e 111a11 abo\1e all otl1ers, ai1d }1e 
is k110,v11 to l1istor)1 al1nost solel)1 tl1rougl1 a letter a}J})eali11g for \l\1es
le)1's 11el j). 

AN ENGIJJSH EXILE 

111 Se1)te111ber, 1767, tl1is E11glisl1 1\1Ietl1odist la)1111a11, Tl1omas Ta)'
101·,9 left l ...011don to set sail fron1 Si1· l~ra11cis Drake's Pl)11noutl1 for 

A1nerica, relucta11tl)1 lea\1i11g bel1i11d J1is ''dear '\1ife a11d cl1ildre11." 10 

Tl1e 11ature of 11is u11dertaking is not k110,v11, but l1e see111s to l1a\1e 
bee11 faci11g a \1ery 1e11g·tl1)' exile, filled '\4litl1 a11xiet)' al)out l1is fa111ily, 
}'et quite u11alJle to 11el1J t11e111. J)u1·i11g· tl1e ''O)'age 11e u11der,4le11t a 
dee1J religious experie11cc, 'vl1ose outco111e l1e descril)ed tl1us: ''I made 
a i1e'v C0\1c11an t '"'itl1 tl1e Lord, t11at I '\'Ot1ld go to tl1e ut111ost parts 
of tl1e ea1·tl1, J)rO\rided }1e 'vo11ld raise up a 1)eOj)le '''itl1 ,,r}1on1 I i11igl1t 
joi11 in l1is }Jl'aises. 011 tl1e g·reat dee1) I fou11d a 11101·e ea1'11est desi1·e 
to be t111itcd 'vitl1 tl1e j)Cople of Goel tl1a11 e\1er before." 11 After ''a very 
fa,1ou1~al)}e 1)assage of six ''reeks," 011 Octobe1· 26 11e aJ-ri,red i11 le\\1 

York. Goi11g to reco111111e11ded lodgings f1e asked 11is 11ost '\\r}1etl1er 
t11cre '"'ere any 1\1.et11odists i11 tl1e cit)·, a11d ''Tas i11fo1,11ed about 
"011c Captai11 '''elJl), a st1,ang·e sort of: 111a11, ,,.110 li,fed 011 I ..011g Isla11d, 
and so111eti1nes preacl1cd at 011e 1~~111lJt11)''s, at t}1e riggi11g-l1ouse." 111 

a fe,v da)'S 11e located J~111l)u1·)1, disco\1ered t11at 11e k11e'v '''esley 1)e1·

8. See above, p. 26. 
g. The letter ,,·hich constitutes the ra,,. 1naterial for this chapter is in fact signed 

only "l"'.1"'." 1"'he ''•ritcr, ho\vever, identifies hirnsclf as one of the 1>urcl1asers of land 
for the John Street Chapel in Ne'" )'ork, and 1"'a) lor's is the onl) name tl1at fits. 1 he 
belief tl1at he \Vas an Irishn1an (see '"''ade Cra\\•ford 13arclay, Early American A1ethodis11z, 
IJ6C)-1844, I, 15) is f>robably due to confusion \Vith '\7esley's itinerant preacher of the 
sarne name, \Vho spent 1nuch of his early 1ninistry in Ireland, and \Vas in fact there dur
ing the years 1768-70 '''hen l1is 11an1esake '''as in Ne'" York. 

10. A l~etter, &c., no place, no pri11ter, no date. 121no., pp. 7, '''hoe text is quoted 
tl1roughout this chapter, '''ith i)a1entl1etical refe1ences to the h}f>Othetical text pub· 
lished by the r>resent , ..,1iter in ft.1ethodist History, 111, No. 2 Qan., 1965). The reference 
here is to J...etter, J>. 4 (p. 11 ). 

11. ]bid., p. 4 (I>. l l). 
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sonall)1
, for a tin1c ''l1ad bee11 a 11el1)er ii1 Irela11d," 12 a11d a.fter a lo11g 

silence had rece11tl}' begt111 to JJreacl1 i11 Te1v York. 13 T11is see111edi 

like a11 ans,,1er to 1.~a)1lor's sl1ipboard 1)ra)'ers. l-Iearti1)7 l1e tl1re,\r in 
11is lot 'vitl1 E111lJtll')' a11d l1is grotIJ), 1vl1icl1 l1ad l)ee11 rei11forced abot1t 
ni11e 111011tl1s ea1·Iier b)' '\Tebb. 

Nu111l1ers and e11tl1l1siasm gre,,, to tl1e exte11t tl1at tl1e leadi11g 111e111
bers (i11cl uding Ta)1lor) decided to i·e11t a J)iece of la11d 011 ,,,}1icl1 t11ey 
n1igl1t erect "a '''oode11 tabe1·11acle," l)ut they '''ere })fO\ride11tiall)' led 
to a 111ore per111a11e11t \1e11ture-tl1e 1)urc}1ase of a l1ouse '''itl1 a \'aca11t 
lot adjoi11i11g, 011 ,vf1icl1t.l1e}' 1night co11te1n1)late })uildi11g a sul)sta11tial 
1)reacl1i11g-l1ouse. 1~01· t11e ti111e bei11g tl1e)1 secured tl1e 1)ropert)1 for 
the111sel\res a11d t11eir l1eirs, })ut Ta)1lor })leadecl tl1at t l1e)' sl1ould 11ot 
retai11 it i11 tl1eir o,,·11 11a1nes but l1old it i11 trt1st £01· tl1e l\1etl1odist 
people, as '\'as the 1)ractice i11 I~11gla11d. 1\ccordi11gly l1e \vrote to J01111 
'"'esle)' for legal ad,ricc, u1ki11g tl1e ocrasio11 also to dro1) a l1i11t abot1t 
t11e 11ecd for fi11a11cial I1el}) a11d to 111akc a stro11g })lea £01· leadersl1i p 
in tl1is pro111isi11g 11e,,r field, aski11g "\1\Tesle)' to se11d 011t "a11 able, ex
perie11ced 1)1·eacl1er." 

A KEY DOCUl\1EN'"f 

Ta)'lor's letter, ,,11-itte11 to ''' esle)' 011 A1)ril 11, 1768, less tl1a11 six 
111011tl1s after 11is arri\1al in Ne,\, Y 01·k, is c>11e of tl1e ke)' cloct1111e11ts of 
earl)' A1nerica11 1etl1odis111, lJ)' a11 obse1·\'a11t a11cl reliable 'vit11ess.14 

lt gi\1es tl1e earliest co1111ected accot111t of tl1e 1·isc of 1 
1 e'v \ 'ork ~1et11-

odis111, ai1d fu r11 isl1es 111ail)' details otl1er'"·ise u11 k110,,·11, as \vell as co11
fi1·111i11g the ge11eral backg1:ou11d of tl1e fa111iliar oral traditio11 al)out 
I~arl)ara Ileck a11d tl1e ga1ne of cards tl1at led l1cr to 1)rod J>I1ilip 
E111l)Ur)' i11to 11oldi11g ser\1ices i11 l1is 0'\'11 l10111e. l~or t11is alo11e it 1vould 
lJe of gi·eat i111porta11ce, e\1e11 if it J1eld 110 u11iqt1e sig11ifica11ce as tl1e 
mea11s of bringi11g 1)rO\'e11 l\fetl1odist 111e11 a11d i11etl1ods to A111erica. 

TJ1e letter itself, 110\\TC\'er, l1as 1011g l)ee11 sl11·ot1cled i11 111yste1·}'· U11til 
rece11tly it ,,·as k110,,·n 011ly i11 t\\TO late coi)ies, 'vl1icl1 diffe1· co11sidera

12. Ibid ., J>. 3 (p. 11). Jn normal technical usage this \\·ould i1n1Jl)' an itinerant 
preacher ra thcr than a helper in a generic sense, such as a class-leader and local preacher. 
ln that usage the " ·01d is frequently ca1Jitalized, but it does aJJ}Jear in lo\\'er case in the 
Letter, '''hose coinpositor used ve17 fe''' ca1Jitals. See 1 'ote 53, p . 41 abo\'e. 

13. Jbid., J>. 2 (pp. 9-10). 

i4. P.1ethodist Histor)', Jan., 1965, f>. 8. 
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bl)r from each otl1er. ~1Iost '\1 riters '\\1ho l1a,1e used it l1a\1e q11oted ex
tracts only, as I proi)ose to do here, for it is a lengtl171 document. 
St1·angel)1 eno11gl1, eve11 t11ose fe,v '\Vl10 ha\1e p11rported to present the 

original docu1nent i11 its entiret)' l1a\1e failed to do so. Tl1ere are t'\~10 

mai11 \'ersions, '\Vl1icl1 not 0111)' differ fro111 bt1t are i11dependent of 
each otl1er. Tl1e earlier \1ersion, printecl i11 Charles At111'ore's J\fetlz
odist 1\1e1r1orial in 1802, preser\1ed tl1e origi11al inore acc11ratel)', bt1t 
\\1as seriousI)' i11co1111)Iete; tl1e later ''ersio11, pt1blisl1ed i11 tl1e A1etl1od
ist lvlagazirte for Octol)er, 1823, \Vas fuller, bt1t suffered fro1n n11mer
ot1s editorial re,risio11s. 15 I 11 Ja11 t1ar)', i 965, I told tl1e stOr)' of tl1 is Iet
ter, ancl trie(l to reco11str11ct t11e origi11al cloct1me11t fro1n tl1ese t'\\10 

later \1ersio11s. I closecl 1n}' introdt1ctio11 'vitl1 tl1ese \vorcls: ''I ca11 011ly 
l1ope tl1at 011e da)' 111)' atte111pt to re1)rod11ce this ke)' doc11n1ent '\1ill 
be renderecl ot1 t of elate by tl1e disC0\1er}' of tl1e original." 16 

Tl1e origi11al 1na11 t1script letter l1as 11ot yet been disco\1ered-a11d 
probabl)' ne\1er '\vill }Je. Bt1t so1netl1i11g 1)erl1a1)s e\1en n1ore exciti11g 

lias tt1r11ed ttp. Sea1·cl1i11g for '\7esley 1)11lJ]icatio11s i11 Regent's Park 
College, Oxford (a Ba1)tist institution), ii1 an old \1olu111e of un,cata
loguecl 1)an11)l1lets I disco\1erecl a COJ)Y of tl1e comIJlete letter printed 
sl1ortl)' after '\Tesle11 recei\1ed it-1)ri11tecl t111doul)tedl)1 on '\'es1e)1's 
autl1orit)r, i11 a11 atter111)t to clrt1111 llf) recrt1its ai1cl fir1a11cial s11pport 
for tl1e infa11t i\1etl1oclis111 of A111erica. It is a11 eigl1t-1)age duocleci1no 
pa1n1)hlet 'vitl1 no title page a.ncl tl1e last JJage blank. Tl1e dro1)-title on 
page one reacls si1ny)l)', ''A I... ET'"l.. ER, &c." be11eatl1 a dot1ble ro'v of 
pri11ters' fi<),vers si111ilar to tl1ose t1secl at tl1e ti111e b)' '\'illia1n Pi11e 
of Bristol, \vl10 1)rolJalJl}' 1)ri11ted tl1is u11iql1e little item i11 tl1e latter 
n1011ths of 1768. 

Tl1is early pri11ted letter i11 ge11eral substantiates tl1e ,cor1clusion 
\Vl1ic}1 I had reacl1ed earlier, 11amel)' tl1at tl1e fulle1· J11ethodist A1aga
zine ' 'ersion l1ad lJeen tot1cl1ed up })y a i1i11etee11tl1-ce11tury editor, 
pr<Jbabl)' Natl1an Ba11gs. Cl1arles At1nore's \1ersio11 of 1802 'vas nearer 
to tl1e original in st1 l)sta11ce as 'vel I as in tin1e, tl1ougl1 it '\'as abridged. 
Tl1e co11ternporar}' doct1n1e11t 110,,r disco\1ered sl10\vs tl1at tl1ere \Vere 
abot1t a dozen \1aria11ts (all 111i11or) i11 Atmore's \ 1ersio11, a1)1)arently 
clue to eclit]11g eitl1er l))' l1in1self or by '''esle)1's preacl1er, Christopher 
HOJ)per, a1no11cr ,v}1ose pa1)ers J\t1nore fou11d his cop)'· T11e only detail 
of real sig11ifica11ce in \vl1ich tl1e 1823 \1ersio11 agreed \vitl1 i768 against 

15. Ibid., pp. 4-8. i 6. Ibid., pp. 8-9. 
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1802 'vas the descri fJtio11 of tl1e grot1p of E111 l)ttr)''s original con1
panions in Ne'v York as ''cl1iefl)1 his ,o,vn cou11t1·y111e11, Irisl1 Ger

mans." Fr,on1 tl1e 1802 ,,ersion tl1e 'vord "Ger111a11s" '\1as 0111itted. 

EARLY ~1ETHODISi\1 JN NE\V YORK 

Tl1e first half of 1.,aylor's letter is de\rotecl to a11 acco1111t of tl1e rise 
of l\1etl1odisn1 in Te'v 'York, tl1e seco11d to l1is a1)1)eal. He 1·ecou11ts tl1'e 
traditio11 tl1at "\i\Tl1itefield's first t'\'O visits to A111erica, i11 i 738, a11d 
fro111 August, i73,9, to farcl1, 1741, 'vere co1111)arati\1el)1 u11e\1e11tful. 
His tl1ird \1isit, 110,ve\rer, fro111 AugL1st, i744, to Ju11e, 1748, ,,vit11essed 
"a co11sideral)le sl1aki11g a111011g tl1e dr)' bo11es," ''' l1e11 1na11y ''lver,e 
sa\ri11gly con\1erted." 17 Tl1e i1111)act 'vas g·reatl)' i11creased duri11g 

\\711itefield's sixtl1 \1isit, Ju11e, i763, to Jul)', 1765, "'vhe11 l1is \\'Ords 
\vere really as a l1an1111er a11d as a fl.re." 18 l .,a)1lor sun1111arizes 'vl1at l1e 
l1ad 1ear11ed of tl1e religious life of Ne,,1 York ''eig·l1tee11 1no11tl1s ago," 
i.e., abot1t October, 1766, ",vl1e11 it })leased God to rotise UJ) l\11r. E111

bur)' to e1111)lO)' l1is tale11t ('\1l1icl1 for se\1eral years l1ad l)ee11 as it \Vere 
hid i11 a 11a1)ki11), J)y calli11g si1111ers to rei)e11ta11ce, a11d exl1orti11g· be

lie\1ers to let t11ei1· ligl1t sl1i11e befo1·e 111e11." 19 "\\TJ1itefield's ' 'isit l1ad 
created a cli1nate of SJ)iritual se11siti\1it)1 a11d expecta11c)' : ''l\1ost 1)a1·t of 

t11e adults '~1ere stirred up, great 11t1111l)ers })ricked to tl1e l1eart, a11<.i by 
a judg111e11t of cl1arit)' se\1eral fot111d j)eace a11d jO)' i11 belie,ri11g. '] .,]1e 
co11seque11ce of tl1is \\~01-k \vas, tl1e cl1urches 'vere cro,vded, a11d st1l)

scriptio11s raised for building 11e'v 011es. ~fr. '\Tl1itefield's exa1111)Ie 
pro\1oked n1ost of tl1e n1i11iste1·s to a i11t1cl1 greater degree of ea1·11est
ness. A11d b)1 tl1e 111ultitudes of j)eOJ)le, )'Ou11g a11d old, ricl1 a11d j)OOr, 
flocki11g to tl1e cl1urcl1es, rel igi011 lJeca111e a11 110110 tl ra l>le 1)rofessio11. 
There ,,·as i10 out\vard cross to be take11 up tl1erei11. 1 a)', a 1)erso11 

'vl10 could 11ot SJJeak about tl1e grace of God a11d tl1e 11e''' f)irtl1 \Vas 

estee111ed unfit for ge11teel co1111Ja11)1
." Tl1e11 ca111e a SJJi1·itual slt1111p. 

"I11stead of 1)1·essing for,vard a11d gro,\1i11g in grace," as"\\Tl1itefield l1ad 
exl1orted tl1en1, tl1e)1 "])lead[ed] for tl1e re111ai11s of si11, a11d tl1e 11eces
sit)1 of being i11 dark11ess"-i11 otl1er \vords tl1e)' i11sistecl, ''You ca11 't 

cha11ge 11u111a11 11ature''-a11d "estee111ed t11eir Oj)i11io11s as tl1e \1ery 
esse11tials of Cl1ristia11ity, and rega1·ded 11ot l1oli11ess eitl1er of l1eart 
orlife." 20 

17. Letter, p. 1 (p. g). i g. Ibid.• p . 2 (p. g). 
18. lbid. 20. Jbid. 



It '''as to t11is co11ditio11 tl1at E111l)tlr)1 stro\1e to address l1in1self: ''H,e 

spoke at first 0111)1 i11 11is o'''n l1ot1se. A fe,v 'vere soo11 collected to
getl1er, a11d joi11ed i11 a little societ)'; cl1iefl)' 11is 0''111 countr)11nen, 
I1·isl1 ,Ger111a11s. 111 about tl11·,ee 111011tl1s after, Brotl1er '\'l1ite and 
Brotl1er Sause fro1n Dt1bli11 joi11ed tl1e111. 1-11ey tl1'e11 re11ted a11 e1npty 
roo1n i11 tl1eir 11eigl1l)ourl1ood, 'vl1icl1 'vas i11 tl1e n1ost i11fa1nous street 
of tl1e cit)', adjoi11i11g tl1e l)arracks. 1;01· so111e ti111e fe,v t11ought it 

'''ortl1 their 'vl1ile to l1ea1·. But God so ordered it b)' l1is })fO\ridence 
tl1at about fourtee11 111011tl1s ago Ca1)tai11 '\'el)1>, 1Jarrack-1naste1· at 
AllJa11y ('vho '''as co11verted al)ot1t tl1ree }'ears si11ce at Bristol) fou11d 
t11e111 out ai1cl preacl1ed i11 l1is regi111e11tals. 1~he 110,1elt)1 of a 111a.i1 
preacl1ing i11 a scarlet coat soo11 })1·ot1gl1t greater 11u111l)ers to J1ear 
tl1an tl1e 1·001n could co11tai11. 13ut l1is doct1·i11es '''ere quite 11e,,1 to tl1e 
l1earers; for l1e told tl1e1n })Oi11t bla11k 'that all tl1eir k110,,1ledge a11d 

professio11 of 1·eligio11 '''as i1ot '''ortl1 a 1·usl1 u11less tl1eir si11s '''e1·e for
gi,1e11, a11d tl1e)' l1ad tl1e \Vit11ess of God's Sj)irit 'vitl1 theirs t11at t11ey 
,v·ere tl1c cl1ildre11 of Goel.' This stra11g·e doctri11e, 'vi tl1 son1e pect1liari
ties i11 }1is person, 111acle 11i111 soo11 })e take11 11otice of, a11d oblig·ed tl1e 
little societ)' to look 011t £014 a la1·ger l1011se to 1)reacl1 i11. The)' soon 
fou11d a 1)lace tl1at }1ad 1Jeen l)ttilt for a riggi11g-l1ot1se, sixt)' feet i11 
le11gtl1 a11d eigl1tee11 i11 lJreadth." 21 

'"'e1JlJ l1ad i110\1ed fro111 AllJany to I~o11g Isla11d, to l)e 11ear l1is 'vife's 
relatio11s, ai1d })egan effccti\1e 1)reacl1i11g tl1ere, as '''ell as n1aki11g oc
casio11al \1isi ts to 1e'\' ) ' ork. 111 tl1e i11ea11 tin1e, ''lJrother :t~111btlf)' 'vas 
exl1orti11g all '"110 atte11ded 011 1-11u1·scla)' e\1e11i11gs, a11d Su11da)' 111orn
i11g a11d e\1e11i11gs, at tl1e riggi11g-l1011se, to flee fro111 tl1e 'vratl1 to 
co111e." 22 J t 'vas as J1is l1ea1·ers '"'ere beco111i11g 111ore 11t1111erous a11d scri
rous tl1at Taylor arri\'ecl, to disco\1er tl1at 1~111bur)' "l1ad fo1·111ed t'\TO 
classes, 011e of tl1e 111e11 a11d a11ot11er of tl1e '"'0111e11, b11t l1ad 11e\rer n1et 
tl1e societ)' apart fro111 tl1e co11gregatio11." 23 Tl1e stra11ge in1plication 
l1ere is tl1at E111bur)', tl1e for111er class-] eader, J1acl orga11ized tl1e essen
tial u11its of a B1·itisl1 ~1etl1odist societ)', lJut eitl1er 110 1011ger arra11ged 
f<)r tl1c111 to l1a\re i11ti1nate spiritt1al fel]o,vsl1i1) as disti11ct groups, 111ere
l)' to asse1111Jle alo11g '"'itl1 botl1 111e1111Jers and i1011-111e111f)ers at a pub
lic preacl1i11g ser\rice, or-,,·l1ich is i11ore likel)'-l1ad 11ot felt it a part 
of l1is 1)astoral fL111ctio11 to 111eet ,,·itl1 tl1ese grou1)s ''a1)art &0111 tl1e 

!.!1. Ibid., pp. 2-3 (pp. 9-10). 23. Jbid., p. 3 (p. 11). 
2 2. Ibid., p. 3 (p. I 0). 
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,congregatio11." Tl1ere is i11deed 111ore tl1a11 a 11int i11 Ta)1lor's letter 
'vhicl1 is ren1i11isce11t ,of Barbara f-J ,eck-l1e cloes not feel t11a t. E1n })tl ry 
is litilizing l1is full spiritual j)Ote11tial, e\1en after 11e l1as })egu11 to 

preac]1 to l1is co1111)a11ior1s. He conti11t1es: "~1Ir. E111bt1I)' 11as latel)' lJeen 

n1ore zealous tl1a11 for1nerl)1; t11e co11seqt1e11ce of '\rl1icl1 is tl1at lie is 
r11ore li,1ely i11 1)reacl1i11g; a11d l1is gifts as 'vell as graces a1·e 111ucl1 i11
creased. Great 11u111hers of serious 1)eo1)le can1e to 11ear God's '\Tord, 
as for tl1eir ]i,res. A11d tl1eir 11t1111bers i11creased so fast tl1at ot1r l1ouse 

for this six 'veeks 1)ast 'vould not co11tai11 l1alf of tl1e i)eople." 24 

"'Ve l1ad so111e co11sultatio11s 110,,r to re111edy tl1is i11co11,·e11ie11ce," 
Ta)1lor ''rrites, ''a11d ~fr. E111l)Ur)' 1)roposed re11ti11g a lot of grou11d 
fo1- t\\1ent)1-011e years, ai1d to exert our t1t111ost c11dea\1ours to collect 
as 111ucl1 i11011e)' as to lJuild a \voode11 talJer11acle. A j)iece of grou11d 
\\ras }J1·oposed; tl1e grou11d i·e11 t \\1as agreed for, a11d tl1e lease \Vas to be 
executed i11 a fe,v da)'S. '\Te, 110\\1e\1e1·, i11 tl1e 111ea11 ti111e, 11ad t\iVO se\1

eral da)'S £01- fasting a11d JJra)1er for tl1e directio11 of God, a11d 11is 
IJlessi11g 011 our }Jroceedi11gs-a11cl P1·0,,ide11ce OJJe11ed suc11 a door 

as 've had no ex1Jectatio11 of. A )'Ou11g 111a11, a si11cere Christia11, a11d 
constant hearer, tl1ougl1 11ot joi11ed i11 societ)', \\'OU Id 11ot gi,1e a11)1tl1i11g 
to,\1a1·ds tl1is l1ouse, ])ut offered te11 JJou11ds to bu)' a lot of grou11d, 

[a11d] \Ve11t of l1is 0\\1n accord to a lacl)' 'vl10 11ad t'vo lots to sell, 011 one 
of \vl1icl1 t11ere is a 11ouse that rents f:or eigl1tee11 1)ou11ds per a1111t1111. 
He found t11e purcl1ase 111one)' of tl1e t'vo lots \Vas six l1t1ndred J)Ot111ds, 
\vl1icl1 sl1e \Vas ''rif li11g sl1ould i·e111ain i11 tl1e }Ju1·cl1aser's l1a11ds 011 
good securit)'· \\1e called 011ce 111ore u1Jo11 God for 11is direction, a11d 
resol,1ed to IJu1·cJ1ase tl1e \\1l1ole. Tl1cre a1·e eig·l1t of us \\1}10 are joi11t 

purcl1asers, a111011g 'vl10111 ~1r. '\1el)b a11d l\1r. I .u1)to11 are 111e11 of 
1)rope1·t)'· I 'vas deter111i11ed tl1e l1ot1se sl1ot1ld })e 011 tl1e sa111e footi11g 
as tl1e Or1Jl1an Ilouse at ... Te\\Tcastle, a11d otl1ers i11 E11gla11d; })ut as 've 
' 

4lere ig11ora11t 110\\1 to dra\v tl1e deeds, '''e purcl1ased fo1· t1s a11d our 
heirs, until a COJJ)' of tl1e ''Triti11gs fro111 E11gla11d \Vas se11 t us, 'vl1icl1 '"e 
desire may be se11t lJ)' tl1e first OJ)JJOrtu11it)'·" 25 

Tl1e )'Ou11g 111a11 'vl10 t11us se1·,1ed as catal)'St fo1· a bold \1e11ture \Vas 
a1)1Ja1·ently Josepl1 Forbes, a cord,\1ai11er, \\1110 deliberatel)' kCj)t i11 tl1~ 

})ackgrou11d, tl1ougl1 le11di11g l1is 11a111e as sect1rit)' i11 1)ersuadi11g 1rs. 
r..1ary Barela)', ,,,ido'v of tl1e Re\1ere11d He11r)' ]~arcla)' , seco11d rector 

of Trinit)' Churcl1, to sell t11e 1a11d 'vitl1out i~ecei\1i11g tl1e i11011e)'· Tl1e 

24. Jbid., p. 4 {I>. 11 ). 25. l bid ., f>p. 4-5 (J>p. 11-12) . 
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legal transactions are obscure, and se,reral docum,ents l1a\'e disap
peared, but undoubtedly Forbes pla)1ed an i1nporta11t role in. the 
purcl1ase.26 

APPEJ\L TO 'i\TESLEY 

Having told his story, l ,""l1on1as 1~a)1lor in effect a[)pealed to "'\\Tesle}' 
for tl1ree t11i11gs: legal ad\rice, fi11ancial l1el }), ai1d qualified preacl1ers. 
Assista11ce i11 settli11g tl1e ~J 01111 Street CJ1a1)el 011 a trust deed si111ilar 
to t11ose i11 England '\ras a1)par,e11tl)1 dela)1ed u11til a preacl1er could be 
fot1ncl to })ri11g 0\1er t11e ''Large l\1i1111tes" of i 763, i11 ·,vJ1icl1 the model 
deed 'vas j)ri11ted. Tl1e preacl1er could also perso11ally e11sure that the 
procedure 1vas ca1·ried out i11 tl1e 111ost ap1)rO\'ed 111an11er. As a result 
of tl1is sligl1t clela)', tl1e 1e\v York J)rOJ)Crt)' ,~las 11ot reco11\'e)1ed to 
trustees u11til 1770. It closely follo,ved '1\Tesle)1 's 1)recede11t, 'vitl1 so111e 
local \1aria11ts, i11cludi11g tl1e additio11 of Ne'v 1' ork to tl1e list of tl1ree 
E11glisl1 ,cities 'vl1erc tl1e ~1etl1odist a1111t1al co11fere11ce 'vas autl101·ized 
to 1neet . 

..fa)1lor ,\ras diffide11t abo11t aski11g \\Tesley for 111011C)', but t11ere '\vas 
110 1nistaki11g the i1n1)licatio11s of l1is descri1)tio11 of tl1e difl1culties, tl1e 
u11ex1)ected l1el1), tl1e 111akesl1ift fi11a11ci11g, a11d t11e l1igh rate of i11terest 
in Ne'v \ ' ork: ''Before ,,re began t<) talk of l)uildi11g·, tl1e devil ai1d l1is 

cl1ildre11 '\Vere \ 1ery 1)eaceal)le; but si11ce tl1is affair took 1)lace 111a11)' 
n1i11isters l1a,,e Cllrsed us i11 t11e 11a111e of tl1e Lord, a11d laboured \vi th 
all tl1eir 111ig l1t to s11ut ll}) tl1eir co11g·regatio11s fro111 assisti11g us. But 
He tl1at sittetl1 in 11ea,ren laugl1etl1 t11e111 to scor11. ~fa11)1 l1a,,e broke 
t.l1rougl1, a11d gi\1en tl1ei1· friendly assista11ce. "'\\Te l1a\1e collected abO\'e 
one J1undred })Ou11ds 111ore tl1a11 our o'"r11 contriJ)utio11s; a11d l1a\1e 
reaso11 to ho1)e i11 tl1e 'vl1ole '\Ve sl1all 11a,,e t''To 11u11d1·ed 1)ou11ds. But 
tl1c l1ouse 'vii I cost 11s four l1u11dred pou11ds 1nore, so t11at u11less God 
is pleased to 1·aise UJ) frie11ds \\1e sl1all )'et be at a loss. I belie\1 e ~1r. 
"'\i\7cbb and Lupto11 '\\1ill })orro'v or ad\1a11ce t\VO hu11dred pou11ds 
ratl1er tl1a11 tl1e bt1 ilding sl1011ld 11ot go for,vard; but tl1e inte1·est of 
mo11ey here is a great 1Jt1rde11, '\vl1icl1 is se\1e11 i)er ce11t." 27 

E\re11tuall)1 l1e came rig11t out ''1itl1 it, ho'\\1e\1er: "Son1e of our b1·eth
re11 1)roposed 1vriting to )'OU for a collectio11 in Engla11d: but I \vas 
averse to this, as I 'vell k11e,,1 our fTiends tl1ere are 0\1e1·burdened al

26. J.1eth odist History, Jan .• 1965, pp. 12-13, n. 52. 
27. l ..etter~ p. 5 (pp. 13-14). 
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read)'· Yet so far I '\10t1ld earnestly beg: if )'OU \\1ould i11ti111ate our 
circt1111sta11ces to particular 1)erso11s of abil it)', 1)erl1a })S God 'vould 
ope11 tl1eir l1earts to assist tl1is i11fant societ)', a11d co11tribt1te to the 
first preac11 ing-l1ot1se 011 tl1e original l\'.fetl1odist j)la11 i11 all A111erica 
(excepting 11·. \'\7bitefield's Or1)l1a11-House i11 Georgia). 13ut I s11all 

'vrite no more 011 tl1is 11eacl." 28 

It 'vas surely as a i11ea11s of ft1lfilli11g tl1is request i11 1)articular tl1at 
'''esle)' 1)ri11ted Tl101nas Taylor's letter for selecti\1e distributio11. It 
see1ns likel)' tl1at l1e ga,,e or se11t COj)ies to 111ail)' lay111e11 of st1lJsta11ce 

tl1rot1gl1out Britai11 and Irela11d, soliciti11g tl1ei1· S)11111Jatl1y and g·e11er
osit)'· Du1·i11g tl1e \vi11ter of i 768-9 a COJ))' '\1as also for,•la1·ded to eacl1 
of l1is ''Assi"ta11ts," tl1e iti11era11t 1)reacl1ers i11 cl1arg·e of tl1e fo1·t)' 

circuits in tl1e Britisl1 Isles, arou11d eacl1 of 'vl1icl1 a s111all groLIJ) of 
preacl1ers t1·a\1eled i11 tu1·11 011 a 1)redeter111i11ed 1)reacl1i11g a11d 1)astoral 

tour lasti11g a 111011tl1 or so. '"'eslC)''s i11strl1ctio11s to ,011e 1)1·eacl1e1·, Ilol)
ert Coste1·di11e, 11a\1e sur\ri\1ed i11 a letter dated 1~elJ1uar)' 6, 1769: "If 
) 

10u read publicl)' 011 all)' Su11da)' that letter fro111 I Te\v York, )'Ot1 111a)' 
tl1a11 recei,,e \\1l1at tl1e l1ear,ers are 'villi11g to give." 29 

Tl1ere is so111e J11)'Ster)' abot1t t11e res1)011se to tl1is a1)1)eal. Fi11a11cial 
co11tributio11s seem to l1a\1e })ee11 meager i11 tl1e ext1·e111e-1)erl1aps, as 

Ta)1lo1· st1ggested, becat1se tl1e E11glisl1 ~1etl1odists 'vere so 11ard 
pressed. Or it is })Ossible t11at tl1e 111oney \\1 as i11 so111e \Va)' di \1erted 
fro1n tl1e 1e'v York buildi11g fu11d, tl1ol1gl1 tl1is see111s u11likel)'· An 
in1portant by-1)1·oduct of tl1e letter, 110,vever, '\'as j)1·obal)Iy tJ1at of 
stimulati11g \10Iu11teer i1n111igra11ts, sucl1 as J01111 Soutl1,\1ell, a 1ner
cl1ant ,.vJ10 i11 1770 1Jeca1ne 011e of tl1e ] 01111 Street trtistees.30 1\s '\re 
l1a\1e see11, Tl10111as Asl1to11, later a j)illar of tl1e sl1gro\1e societ)', paid 
a dot1l)Ie passage so t11at Rol)ert '\7illian1s col1ld acco1111)at1)' l1i111.31 

l ..OKENS OF BROl..1-IERl.Y I ..OVE 

At tl1e Leeds Co11fere11ce in A t1gt1st, 17 69, \!\Tesl C)' t1rged tl1e 1)reacl1
ers asse1nbled to go tl1e ext1·a 111ile ''in token of our brotl1erl)1 lo,,e'' 
b)' tl1en1sel\1es taki11g up a collectio11 for tl1eir f\1ethodist })retl1re11 in 

28. Jbid., pp. 5-6 (p. 14). The parenthetical phrase '''as on1itted fron1 tl1e 1802 ver
sion, perhaps because At1nore kne'v that in fact ''\7hitcfield's Orphan 1-Iouse '''as on a very 
different kind of trust deed from those of \'\Tcsley's preaching·l1ouse . 

29. \\1eslcy, Letters, \', i26. 
30. Jbid.; cf. 1\1etlzodist History, Jan., 1965, p. 5. 
31. Sec above, pp. 45-6. 
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America. Tl1is 'vas "in1111ediat,ely do11e." Of tl1e se\1e11t)1 pou11ds tl1e11 
subscril)ed, t\vent)1 've11t to 1)a)' tl1e 1)assage 0\1er for the t'vo officially 
designated 1)1·eacl1ers. 1.~l1e re111ai11ing fifty e\1e11tuall)1 fou11d its "\vay 

i11to tl1e cun·e11t accot111t at J 01111 Street ratl1er tl1a11 i11to tl1e buildi11g 
fu11d itself-J)Ossibl)1 i11 order to sul)sta11tiate a prot1d clai111 tl1at all 
t11e building 111011ey 11ad bee11 raised i11 A111erica.32 

1Tl1e }Jreacl1ers tl1e111sel\res, l10,re,·e1 1·e111ai11ed tl1e n1ost i1111)orta11t, 

gift. 'I'aylor l1ad praised tl1e 1)io11eer efforts of E111l)Ur)1 a11d "\\TelJb, but 
tl1e cli111actic 1)aragra}Jl1 of l1is letter is tl1is: ''Tl1ere is a11otl1er 1)oi11t 
far inore i11aterial, a11d i11 'vl1icl1 I inust i1111Jortu11e your assista11ce not 

0111)1 i11 111y o'''n na111e, lJut in tl1e na1ne of tl1e '\'l1ole society. ''' e '\1ant 
a11 alJle, ex1)erie11ced preacl1er; 011e 'vl10 11as ])otl1 gifts and graces 
necessar)' for t11e 'vork. God l1as i1ot des1)ised tl1e da)1 of s111all tl1i11gs. 
There is a real 'vork begu11 i11 111aJl)' l1ea1·ts b)1 t11e JJreacl1i11g of ~1r. 
'\Tebb a11d l\1r. E111l)Ur)': but altl1ougl1 tl1e)' aJ·e botl1 useful, a11d their 
11earts i11 tl1e 'vork, tllC)' 'va11t 1na11)1 qual ificatio11s 11ecessar)' for sucl1 
a11 l111dertaking, '\1l1ere tl1e)1 l1a,,e 11011e to direct t11e111. A11d tJ1e JJrogress 
of tl1e gos1)el l1ere de1)e11ds i11ucl1 on tl1e qualificatio11s of tl1e JJreacl1
ers." 33 1-Ie asked for 011e qualified ina11 0111)1, e\1 en st1ggesti11g tl1e i1a111e 
of l\1r. Jol111 11elto11.34 He added: ''If j)Ossible, ,,.e 111ust l1ave a 111a11 
of 'visdo111, of sou11d faitl1, a11d a good disci1)li11aria11-011e ,,·J1ose l1eart 
a11d soul are in tl1e 'vork-a11d I doubt 11ot bt1t by t11e goodness of 
God sucl1 a fla111e 'vould be soo11 ki11dled as 'voL1ld 11e,rer stop u11til it 
reached t11e great SoL1 t11 Sea." 35 I-Ie 1)ro1nised t11at if tl1e cost of tl1e 
1)reacl1er's 1)assage could not lJe raised in Engla11d '''''e ,.lot1ld sell our 
coats a11d sl1irts a11d 1)a)' it." 36 

'i\'esle)' l1ad a1)1)are11tl)' 1)1·ese11ted t11e letter orally to l1is preacl1ers 
'vl1e11 tl1e)' 111et i11 co11f:ere11ce at Bristol i11 August, 1768. Su1)1)le111ent
i11g it '\1as a 11ote (1)rOl)abl)r fro111 Tl101nas '\'ebb) about ''a fe,,1 I)eople 
i11 1'1ar)rla11d '\rl10 l1ad latel)' 1Jee11 a''rake11ed t111der the 1ni11istry of 
Robert Stra,\r])ridge," and. '\rl10 added t11ei1~ o''r11 ''1)ressi11g call for 
l1elp." 1-Ie '\'as not 1)repared to ])e rusl1ccl, l10,\re\1er, 1101· to rusl1 l1is 
y)1

1 eacl1ers, in a 111atter of sucl1 i1nporta11ce. It '\'as tl1erefore ''left to 

32. Sec l\1ethodist llistory, Jan., 1965, p. 6, and note 8. 
33. I.ct ter, p. 6 (p. 14) . 
34. Ibid., spelling the name "liilton," \\'hich is occasionally u ed in the British 

1'.1inutes (1775, 1776). After a fc\\' unsettled years, during several of \\•hich he '''as not 
stationed, he becan1e a Quaker, and in 1778 published Reasons for Quitting the Afethod
ist Society: being a Defence of Barclay's AjJology. 

35. Jbid. 36. 1 bid., p. 7 (p. 14). 
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tl1eir consideratio11 u11til tl1e 11ext )rea1·l)1 1Co11f:ere11ce.'' Duri11g tl1e 
ensui11g )'Car Jo epl1 Pil111ore (fo1· 011e) 'vas "freque11tl)1 t111der great 
exe1·cise of 111i11d respecti11g the dear Ai11erica11s, a11d fou11d a 'villi11g
11ess to sac1·ifice e\1er)1tl1i11g f<Jr their sakes." 37 

Co11fir1natio11 of tl1e 11eed, ai1d ,of tl1e best 111ea11s of SUJJJJlyi11g it, 
ca111e froin a11otl1er quarte1·. 011 Octol>er ILJ, i768, \1

\ 
1esle)7 cli11ed 'vitl1 

Dr. Carl 1''.lag11us \1011 \ \Tra11gel, ,,1}10 l1ad just retur11ed fro111 11i11e 
)rears as pro\rost of tl1e 5,,1edisl1 I ... t1tl1era11 cl1urcl1es 011 t11e Dela,vare, 
a11d (\l\Tesley '\1rote) ''stro11gl)1 1)1eaded for Ol11· se11di11g so111e of ou1· 
1)reacl1ers to l1elp [t11e A111e1·ica11 CJ1ristia11s], 111t1ltitudes of ,vJ10111 are 
as sl1eep '\1itl1out a sl1e1)l1erd." 38 \\Tesley co11ti11ued to 'vate1· tl1e seed 
})y occasional hi11ts to i11di\ridual preacl1ers, es1)eciall)1 '"l1en l1e 1)assed 
along tl1e 1)rinted COJ))' of 1.""'a)1lo1·'s letter. 1~11us 011 J a11uary 5, i 769, 
he '''rote to Cl11·istopher I101)1)er: ''If: Jose1)l1 Co,v11le)' or )10U 11a\re 
a n1i11d to ste1) 0\1e1· to 1e''' )'ork, I ,,,ill i1ot say )'OU 11a)'· I 1Jelieve it 
'vould 11el1) )'Our o'''n 11ealtl1 a11d l1el1) i11atl)' 1)recious souls." 39 He 
ga\1e 1)ermissio11 to one of l1is u11tried 1)reacl1ers, llobert '"'illia111s, to 
make tl1e \1e11ture 011 l1is o'"'Il '''itl1out co11fere11ce lJacki11g, j)rO\'ided 
l1e '"'OL1ld be sul)ject to tl1e discipli11e of t11e appointed 1)reacl1ers \\1l1e11 
tile)' arri\1ed. It 111ay \vell ])e tl1at J01111 Ki11g e111igrated a fe,v 111011tl1s 
later u11der si111ilar ci1·cu1nsta11ces, a11d 11is 11a111e (1 ike tl1at of '"'i l
lia1ns) ap1)eared i11 tl1e 13ritisl1 statio11s for 1770 alo11gside tl1ose of
ficiall )1 desig11ated for circuit No. 50-"A111erica." 40 

Still a11otl1er cl1allenge ca111e fro111 1~110111as Bell, 'vl10 l1ad e111igrated 
fron1 E11gland to Ai11erica to 1)ly 11is trade, a}J})are11tl)1 as a cabi11et 
n1aker. 011 l\1a)' I, 1769, 11e 'v1·ote to 011e of '''esle)1's corres1)011de11ts, 
George Cusso11s, a l\1et11odist calJi11et i11aker of Scarborough. l~e told 
of religious conditions i11 re,v )'ork, of l~111bLtr)', of \l\Tebb, a11d tl1eir 
colleagues, ,,1}10 11ad "built a large 11e\\1 11ouse, '"1l1icl1 cost tl1e111 six 
hu11dred pou11ds sterli11g." He l1i111self 11ad 'vorked 011 it £01· six 
days, as '''ell as do11ati11g a 1)ou11d.41 He 1·e1)orted tl1at tl1e fetl1odists 
were i11 ge11eral disfa,1or a111011g tl1e 111e1nlJers of otl1er deno111i11atio11s, 
and issued a [)lea \vl1icl1 111a)' \Veil 11a\1e reacl1ed \ \Tesle)1's ears before 
t11e er1suing Co11ference: "I11 all t11e })laces of A111e1·ica \Vl1ere I l1a\re 
bee11 there is as 1nucl1 need of tl1e ~1etl1odist 1)reacl1ers as i11 all)' to,v11 

37. J>ilmore, ]our11al, p. 15; cf. above, 11otc 21, 1>. 59. 
38. \!\7esley, journal, \T, 290; \\7illian1 \!\7arrcn S\\'Cet, Afethodisrn in American History, 

p. 47. 
39. \\'csley, I.etters, \ 1, 123. 41. Seaman, op. cit., J>. 433. 
40. l\1inutes (English), I, 91. 
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of E11gla11d. 1r. 'Vesley sa)'S tl1e first message of tl1e preacl1ers is to 
tl1,e lost sl1eep of the Cl1urcl1 of E11gla11d. A11d ai·e t11ere none in 
A111erica? l"'l1e)' 11a\1e stra)'ed fro111 E11g·la11d into tl1e 'vild '~loods l1ere, 
a11d tl1ey are run11i11g \vild after t11is '\1orld.... A11d are 11ot tlzese 
lost sl1ee1J, ancl \\1ill 11011e of t11e JJreacl1ers co111e l1ere? \ \Tl1ere is ~'Ir. 

J)rO\\'D field? \Vl1ere is J0}111 Pa'vso11? \ \T}1ere is Nicl1olas 1\1an11ers? 

A1·e tl1ey li\1 i11g, a11cl '"ill tile)' 11ot con1e? No: tl1ey'll 11ot co1nel But I 
sl1all 11e\1er gi\1e 0\1er cr)1i11g, ' ) I Ill)' Sa\1iour, se11d tl1e111, or so111e 

'"ho are 11ot asl1an1'ed of tl1)' gospel, tl1at tile)' 1na)1 go i11to tl1e l1igh
\\'a)'S a11d l1edges, and co1111)el tl1en1 to co111e i11, tl1at tll)' l1ouse 1nay be 
filled." 42 

At tl1e Co11fere11ce 'vl1icl1 asse111bled at Leeds 011 August 3, 1769, 
\i\lesle)' fi11all)' issued the ope11 cl1alle11ge to '"l1ich all tl1is had })een 
leadi11g: "'Ve ha\1e a 1)ressi11g call fron1 our brethre11 at 1e'v York ('vl10 
l1a\re })uilt a preacl1ing-l1ouse) to co111e over a11d l1elp t11e1n. \i\Tho is 
\\1 illi11g to go?" 43 J\ltl1ot1gl1 se\1eral, inclt1di11g Pil1nore, 11acl al1nost 
certa i 111 y alreacl)' resolved to ' 'Ol t111teer, tl1e}' d iffide11 tly 1·e111ained si
le11 t. It see1ns certai11 tl1at \1\7 esl C)' ca11\1assed for t'vo 111e11 ratl1er tl1a11 
tl1e 011e requested b)1 1~a)1lor, as l1e also did 011 sul)seque11t occasio11s, 
looki11g for nvo 1nen 'vl10 could SUJ)})Ort eacl1 otl1er SJ)iritually, a11d 
'\1ork togetl1e1· amicabl)' as senior ai1d ju11ior 1)art11er. Jol111 J>a,vson 
stated tl1at ''se\1eral of tl1e lJretl1re11 offered to go if I '\1ould go alo11g 
'vi tl1 t11e111." 44 011 t11e fol lo,ving da)' tl1e call \\1as rei)eated.45 Tl1is time 

tl1e \1olu11teers '\'ere fortl1co1ni11g, and tl1e l\1.i111iles i·ecord ''' esley's 
cl1oice: "Jlicl1ard Boa1·d111a11 a11d LT ose1)l1 Pilinore." 46 A11d so Taylor's 
lette1· secured experie11ced Britisl1 leadersl1ip for Ainerica11 1\1etl1od
•1SII1. 

1~110111as Ta)7lor left tl1e Ai11erica11 sce11e '\1itl1i11 a fe,v )'ears. I-le '\1e11t 
as 11e ca111e, t1nde1· circt1111sta11ces al)out ,,r}1icl1 've k110'"' al111ost 11otl1
i11g. 1-Iis ad,1ocaC)', 110,\7e\1er, 11ad OJ)C11ed tl1e door f.01· tl1e coining of 
tl1e Bri tisl1 p1·eacl1ers t111der ,v}1ose guidance t11e infant f etl1odist 
societies 'vere to '''eatl1er 111a11y stor1ns ai1d becon1e a })O,verful a11d 

42. /'.fethodist /'.1agazine, l ..ondon, 1807, pJ>. 45-6. \\'esley had ''-'Tittcn to Cussons on 
rov. 18, 1768. All three of \\7eslc) 's itinerants naxned by Bell had links \Vith )'orkshire, 

and both Bell and Cussons probably knev.• then1 personally. At tl1c 1769 Conference a 
grou1> of preachers did in fact try to persuade Pa,vson to offer for America (see below, 
note 44). 

43. l\1inutes (English), I, 86. 
44. Jackson, Early A1ethodist Preachers, I\' , 37. 
45. S'veet, 1\1en of Zeal, p. 91. 
46. A1inutes (English), I, 86. 
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it1fluential A1nerican Christia11 com1nt1nit7r. ' 1\Te 1nt1st })e grateful tl1at 
Jolin 'i\Tesle}' did 11ot 111e1·el}' file ..I'a)1lor's letter, but ga\1e it tl1e 'videst 
currency in pri11ted for111, so tl1at it inigl1t r11ake its fullest i111pact. It 
'vas altogetl1er fitting tl1at the first An1erican l\1eth,odist buildi11g tl1t1s 
to ber1efit fron1 \i\Tesle)r's ad\1ocaC)' should also be t11e first of tl1e 1nany 
to be named ''\\Tesley Cl1apel." 
Ta)1lo1·'s lette1· to 'i\' esle}' closed thus: 

I most earnest!y beg an it1 terest i11 yot1r 1)ra)1ers, a11d t1·ust you 

and mall)' of ot11· brethren ''1ill 11ot forget tl1e cl1u1·cl1 in t11is ''1ild
erness. I re111ai11, '.vitl1 sincere esteein, 

Rev. a11(l J)ear ir, 
\'our \1e111 affectio11ate B1·otl1er and Ser\1ant, 

T.T.47 

Neither \i\Tesl ey 11or l1is bretl1re11 forgot tl1e struggli11g 11e'"r churcl1 
across tl1e Atla11tic. It is dee1)l)1 satisf)1i11g after n101·e tl1an t'vo ce11
turies to })e able to read a11 actual COf))' of tl1e 1)ri11tecl docu111e11t 'vl1icl1 
successfull)' e11listed tl1e S)'IIlJ)atl1)7 a11d ad\1e11turous dedicatio11 of 
\i\7esle)1's 1)reacl1crs '''ith its ap1)eal, ''Caine 0\1er and l1elp usl'' 

47. Letter, p. 7 (p. 15). 




6. WESLEY'S EARLY PREACHERS 
IN AMERICA 

The scattered Methodist societies which arose in America during 
the 176o's owed their birth and initial sustenance not only to indi
viduals but to a general movement of pietism and revival which had 
long been spreading over Europe and America, being known here as 
the Great Awakening. As we have seen, one of the chief carriers of the 
religious infection was a member of the Wesleys' Holy Club at Ox
ford, George Whitefield, and some American pockets of Methodist 
fellowship retained direct though tenuous links with his wide-ranging 
evangelism.1 The individuals who formed the focal points of these 
pioneer Methodist societies, however, were for the most part local 
preachers who had emigrated from Britain for personal reasons-men 
of limited intellectual and administrative gifts, but eager to reproduce 
in as close a replica as possible the spiritual surroundings which they 
had regretfully left behind in their home country. 

Both in Great Britain and in other countries Methodism has usually 
propagated itself by means of converted laymen, who from telling 
others of their own experience of salvation have graduated to preach
ing from a text, the exhorter thus becoming the preacher. At first 
these men were "local'' preachers, exercising a ''spare time'' ministry 
in the area where they lived and worked. From their ranks emerged 
the specialists, the itinerant preachers-still laymen-who under Wes
ley's direction served various circuits, itinerating week by week with
in the circuits, and travelling year by year from one circuit to another, 
all the time supported financially by the Methodist people. A local 
preacher whose livelihood (or lack of it) took him to another area 
or country frequently gathered around himself a group of sympathiz
ers and converts who met regularly for Christian fellowship-a 
Methodist society. This society the local preacher tried to oversee as 
best he could, but usually came to realize that this task demanded 
different talents and much more time than that of evangelical preach-

Published in its original form in The Dult.e Divinity School Review, XXXIV (1g6g), •45
62-an issue commemorating the bicentenary of the landing of Wesley's first itinerant 
preachers. 

1. See espec. pp. scr2 above. 
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i11g. I-le t}1,eretif)Oil appealed to '\Tesley or to one ·Of 11is itinerant 
preacl1ers to st1p1)ly tl1e leadersl1ip, organization, ancl cliscip'line neces
sar)' to keei) al i ' 'e tl1e s I)iri tt1al glo'v. 

VOI..UNTEERS FOR A~IEllICA 

Alread)' ,,r,e l1a\'e ,obser\1ed tl1is l1a1J1)eni11g i11 A111erica. After e111i
grati11g fro1n E11gla11cl to N e''r York, 1""ho1nas Ta)1lor f]isC0\7Cred a11 

i11fa11t ~1etl1odist society \Vl1icl1 l1ad lJee11 raisecl b)' Pl1ilip 1~111lJU1)' (a11 
Irisl1 local preacl1er) a11d stre11g·tl1e11e(l lJ)' Captain 1 ""11on1as \\Tel)b (an 
Englisl1 local 1)reacl1er). U11l)ekno'\v11 to l1i1n ai1otl1er local preacl1er 
(Robert Stra\\'b1·idg·e) 'vas raisi11g ,otl1e1· societies i11 l\Iar)'land, and 
Pl1iladelpl1ia also '"ras })eco111ing a l\1Ie tl1odist ce11ter. 1.""a)rlor (arid al
1nost certai11l)1 otl1ers) l·ealizecl t11at exi)ert 11elJJ 'vas higl1l)' desirable, 
a11d a1)1)ealed to ''\' esley. \iVesle)' i11 tt11·11 ap1)ealed to 11is preacl1ers. 
\ ' ol u11 teers '"'e1·e fortl1co111i11g, o[ ,v}101n t11e first cl1oscn '"'e1·e Ricl1ard 
Board111a11 and Joseph Pilmore. 

Altogetl1er £1·01111769 to i774 ''' esley sent o,r,er eigl1t of l1is iti11era11ts 
i11 n1atcl1ed pai1·s, '\Vitl1 0111e eacl1 tin1e as tl1e recog11ized leacler. All 
,.lcre )'Ou11g 1ne11 i11 tl1eir ea1·l)' thirties exce1)t for tl1e t\VO cl1osen i11 
1771, Francis Asl)11ry a11d Ricl1ard 'i\T1·igl1t-AslJu1·)' 'vas 011ly t\vent)'
six a11d '''1·igl1t a1)1Jare11tl)1 yo1111ge1· still. Follo,ving t11e1n i11 i 773 '~'ere 
t\vo ' 'er)' experie11ced 111e11, T110111as Il.a11ki11 a11d George Sl1adfo1·d r 
cl1ose11 to face increasi11g prol)le1ns. In i 774 ca111e t'\TO me11 ' vitl1 lesse1
ex1)erie11ce, Jaines J)e111pster and l\1a1·ti11 Rodda. After tl1e successful 
Re\'Ol u tio11 '\Tesley ser1t t'"'O 111ore, 1)1·eacl1ers ' vitl1 n1a11)1 111ore yea1·s 
a11d itinera11t ex1)e1·ie11ce to tl1ei1· c1·edit tl1a11 aI1)' of tl1eir 1)1·edecessors, 
ancl ordai11ed to boot, in order to sal\rage 'vl1ate\1er n1igl1t 1·e111ai11 of 
l\1etl1odist traditio11s ancl discipli11e i11 tl1e lil)erated colo11ies. To a 
greater or lesser degree eacl1 c)f t11ese te11 n1e11 l1el1)ed to in11)ress '\Tes
le)1's ideas UJ)011 An1erican l\1etl1odisn1, tl1oug l1 tl1e ke)' pcriocl for tl1is 
})rocess 'vas tl1e first decade, and the ke}' fig11re tl1e ma11 'vl10 1·e111ai11ed 
1Je}1ind '\rl1e11 l1is lO)'alist bretl1ren left for E11gla11d, Fra11cis AslJUT)'· 

One i111porta11t ele1ne11t i11 An1erican ~1et11odist progress dt1ri11g tl1e 
i 77o's 'vas tl1e st1·uggle for })0,\1 er l)et,vee11 t11e pio11ee1· local 1)reacl1ers 
ancl tl1cir abse11t leade1·, 01)erati11g tl11·ougl1 tl1ese iti11erant })Teachers 
dcsi)atched \vitl1 delegated at1tl101·it)7 to guide t11e fortl111es of t11e ne,\r 
societies. Regarded i11 a11otl1er 'Va)7 tl1is \Vas a st1·l1ggle also bet'''ee11 a 
te11de11C)' to so111e,,r}1at for111less re,,i,ralis1n ai1d orga11ized cl1u1·cl11nan
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sl1ip. It is true tl1at tl1e i111migrant local 1)reacl1ers, 11otabl)' Rol)ert 
Stra,vlJridge in ~[a1·)'la11d, 'var111ed e11tl1usiastically to the gro,,ring 
co1n111unit)' of ,co11verts looki11g to tl1e111 for leadersl1ip, a11d strO\'e to 
orga11ize the1n into a self-st1fficie11t cl1urcl1 co111plete 'vitl1 111i11istry and 
sacra111e11ts. It is also true on t11e otl1er l1a11d tl1at 11eitl1er '\' esley 11or 
l1is iti11era11ts despised e111otio11al e\ra11gelis111. N evertl1eless 011 the 
issue of re,,i,ra]isn1 \1ersus c11urcl1 01·der tl1ere existed a clea1· li11e of 
dema1·catio11 bet,,1ee11 tl1e i1111nigra11ts a11d \i\T esle)'. 

Out of t11e rest1lti11g te11sio11, ai1d to son1e extent arisi11g fro1n it, 
'''as fo1·ged a \rigorous 11e''' de11on1i11atio11, tautl)' discipli11ed a11d close
ly organizecl, )'Ct at the same ti111e flexible e11ougl1 to gras1) e\1ery 

e\1angelical op1)ortunit)' }Jrese11ted lJy t11e A1nerica11 frontier. UJJOn 
tl1e ex1)a11ding frontier, tl1erefore, ~'letl1odis1n 1)rO\'ecl a forn1idable 
ri\1al to tl1e Baptists, about \vl10111 Asbur)' n1ade the co1nn1e11t: ''Like 
ghosts t11ey l1au11t us fro111 })lace to 1)Ja,ce." 2 

BOARD!\1AN A D PJJ_J\1ORE 

Before lea\1i11g Lo11do11 tl1e first t\\10 Britisl1 iti11era11ts, Board111an 
a11d }>iJn1ore, sot1gl1t and recei\red additio11al ad.\1ice and blessing not 
only from Charles '\7esle)' })ut also fro111 tl1at ' 'eteran 1nissio11a1·y 
George \l\711itefield, \vl10111 .Jol111 \\7esley l1ad asked to keep a11 e)1e on 
tl1en1 '\1l1e11 l1e e111barked 011 '\1l1at 1)r0\1ed to be l1is last \1isit to A111eri
ca.3 Bot11 i11 orga11izi11g tl1e societies a11cl i11 te111peri11g tl1e eager 
outcroppi11gs of t1ndiscipli11ed e1notio11alis1n tl1e)' ''1ere far more suc
cessful tl1an has so111etimes bee11 ack110,\1ledged, eitl1er lJy tl1eir co11
temporaries or by so111e later J1istorians. After a \1er)' stornl)' passage 
tl1ey dise111barked at Gloucester Poi11t, Ne''' Jerse)', on October 21, 

i 769, and \Vere st1r1Jrised to discover in 11earb)' Pl1iladelpl1ia anotl1er 
Metl1odist societ)', '''l1ich ''1as already i~ecei\1i11g the friendl)' succor of 
Captai11 \l\Tebl) arid c>( Rol)ert 'i\Tillia111s. 

Boardn1a11, '''110 \Vas tl1e se11ior }))' a fe''' 1nontl1s and l1ad ser\red for 
six )'ears as an iti11era11t (at least four as ar1 Assista11t) agai11st Pil
111ore's tl1ree (11011e as Assistant), \vas 110,v '"'esle)1's Assistant in cl1arge 
of l\1etl1'odis1n througl1out t11e An1erican conti11e11t- Circuit ~ 10. 50 in 
the Britisl1 A1 i?111tes for tl1e follo,ving )'ear. After discussio11 l1e de
cided t11at tl1e t'''O of them must di,ride forces; lea\1ing l1is junior col

2. Asbury, journal, I, 176. 
3. Pilmore, journal, pp. 17-18; \\'esley. Letters, \ 1, 184. 
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league to orga11ize tl1e 'vork in Pl1ila,del j)l1ia, 11e '\1ent 011 to tl1eir 
origi11al clesti11atio11 of Ne,~, York. 

Pil111ore 1)rO\'ed l1i111self full)' adeqt1ate to tl1is first n1ajor 1·espo11si
bilit)'· l-Ie atte11decl 'vorsl1ip at St. Paul's Cl1t1rcl1 a11(l secl11·ed tl1e co

OJ)eration of tl1e local A11glican clerg)1111an, tl1e Revere11d 'i\Tilliam 
Stri11ger; l1e JJreacl1ed i11 the or)e11 air; l1e i11t1·od11cecl tl1e good Britisl1 
~1etl1odist practice of a 1)reacl1i11g ser,,ice at 5.00 A.?\1. before 1)eople 
've11t off to tl1eir \Vork; l1e J)ttl)licly reacl a11d ex1)lai11ecl 'i\Tesley's l\7a

ture, Desig11, arid Ge11e1·al Rules of tlze U11ited Societies, of '\1l1icl1 a 
ne'v editio11 (111aki11g at least i1i11eteen tl1us fa1·) l1ad just been 1)ub
lisl1ed. Soo11 l1e 'vas i11t1·oduci11g })Ta)1er 111eeti11gs and tl1e love-feast, 
visiti11g tl1e lc>cal ]Jriso11e1·s (a11d }Jreacl1i11g a cl1a1·ity ser111on for tl1e1n), 
atte1111)ti11g a 1)1·eacl1ing iti11era1)' i11 tl1e rural areas, and l1elping t,o 
secure Old St. George's as a 1)er111a11e11t lJuildi11g for tl1e 1)are11t societ7r 
i11 PJ1iladel1)l1ia, '·vl1icl1 l1e settled UJ)Oll tl1e t)'J)e of trust of1iciall)1 

reco111111e11ded lJ)' ''\Te le)'.4 011ce establisl1ed i11 Old St. George's Pil
1nore 1)ublicl)1 11ailed l1is i\Jetl1odist colors to tl1e i11ast, so t11at l1is 

hearers ,,·ould all kno'v 'vl1at he as 'i\Tesle)1's age11t stood for: 

1. Tl1at t11e 1et11odist society 'vas 11e,re1· designed to make a 
se1Jaratio11 fro1n tl1e Cl1tlrcl1 of I~11gla11d, or l)e looked upo11 as a 
cl1urcl1. 

2. T11at it 'vas at first a11d is still inte11ded f:or t11e })e11efit of all 
tl1ose of e''ery de110111inatio11 'vl10, bei11g tl·uly co11\1i11ced of si11 
a11d t11e cla11ger the)' are ex1)osed to, ear11estly desire to flee fro111 
t11e ,,·ratl1 to co111e. 

3. Tl1at all)' 1)erso11 ''1ho is so co11vi11ced, a11d desi1·es ad111itta11ce 
i11to the societ)', '\rill readil)' be i·ecei\red as a j;1·obationer. 

4. Tl1at tl1ose '~1110 'valk acco1·di11g to the oracles of God, a11d 
tl1ereb)' gi \1e })roof [of] tl1eir si11cerit)', \Vill readil)' lJe adn1itted 

i11to full con11ectio11 ' 4-'i th tl1e i\1etl1odists. 
5. Tl1at if all}' JJCrso11 01· perS<)I1S in tl1e society '''alk disorderl)1, 

ai1d tra11sgi·ess tl1e 1101)' la,vs of God, '"e 'vill ad1no11isl1 l1i111 of l1is 
error; ''re , ,vill stri\'e to restore l1i111 i11 tl1e spirit ,of 111eekr1ess; 've 

'vilJ })ear 'vitl1 hitn for a ti111e; but if l1e re1nai11 i11co1Tigible a11d 
in11)e11ite11t, '''e 111ust tl1e11of:11ecessit)' i11for111 l1i111, J1e is no longe1· 
a me1nber of tl1e societ}'· ... 5 

4. J>ilmore, ]our11al , J>p. 24-g. 
5. l bid., p. 29. Tl1is is largely a sun1mary of '\Tesle) 's General Rules. 



8 l~ltOl\1 \l\7ESLEY 1~0 A BUR\' 

After fi\1e 111011tl1s Pil111ore clai111ed: ''111 Philadelpl1ia tl1ere are no'v 
011e l1u11d1·ed a11d eigl1t)'-t,,·o i11 society to ,,1}10111 I 11a\1e gi,1e11 tickets, 
a11d tl1e)' 111eet i11 class, a11d atte11d to all tl1e discipli11e of tl1e 1et11od
ists as \\1ell as the peo1)le i11 Lo11do11 or Bristol." Tl1at sa111e e11tr)' \Vas 
1)1·eceded 1)}' a. 1)ropl1etic 11ote: "If 've }1ad but 111ore preacl1ers-111e11 
<Jf faitl1 a11cl 1)1·a)'e1· ,,,}10 'voulcl i)reacl1 Cl1rist ] esus tl1e IJord-'tis 
j)robal)le tl1e A111erica11 l\1'et11odists \vould soo11 equal, if i1ot exceed, 
tl1e Euro1)ea11s." 6 

f ea11ti111e Board1na11 \vas traci11g a si111ilar 1)a th i11 tl1e 1e''' York 
area, tl1ougl1 (011e sus1)ects) 'vitl1 11ot quite tl1e ,·igor a11d fi11esse dis
})la)1ed b)' Pil1no1~e, to ,v}10111 it ''1as left later to i11trodt1ce tl1e lo\1e-feast 
to tl1e Te,,, York societ)' a11d (111ore i111porta11t) to straigl1te11 out t11e 
legal ta11gles 0\1er tl1e ne'v buildi11g there.7 Like Pil111ore, Board111an 
see111s to l1a\1e i11ade li111ited 1)reacl1i11g· iti11eraries a1·ou11d l1is J1ead
quarters, a11d to l1a\1e bee11 ge11t1i11el)' co11cer11ed about t11e 1·ural areas. 
1-l is fi1·st letter to \\Tesley rej)Orted: "1~l1ere ap1)ears sucl1 a '' 1illi11g11ess 
i11 t l1e A1nerica11s to l1ear tl1e \Vorel as 1 11e\1er sa''' before. T11e)' J1a\1e 
i10 1)reachi11g i11 so111e })arts o( tl1e back settle111e11ts. I doubt 11ot lJut 
a11 effectual door 'vill be 01)e11ed a111011g tl1e111." 8 

1~1·0111 t11e outset botl1 Boardn1a11 a11d Pil111ore \Vere i111111·essed 'vitl1 
tl1e 1·espo11se of l~lacks to 1etl1odist 1)reacl1i11g a11d fello\v 11i j). I11deed 
tl1e l~11g·lisl1 preacl1ers i11 ge11eral, e peciall )' upon tl1ei1· first contact 
,,·itl1 ]~lacks, '"11etl1er s]a,·es 01· i11de11tt1red ser\1a11ts, 1·espo11ded 111ucl1 
as did Jol111 '"resle)' at fir t to tl1e I11dia11s, seei11g tl1e111 a l·o111a11tic 
i·e1)re e11tati\1es of tl1e i1oble sa\'age J)O})ttlarized l))' Jea11-J acque Rous
seau. Certai11l)' tlle)' see111 to l1a\1e beco111e 1nore e111otio11all)1 it1\10l\1ed 
tl1a11 tl1eir A111erica11 bretJ1re11 lJy tlie u11i11l1ibited tear , tl1e cxL1bera11t 
faitl1, of tl1e Africa11s, a11d a fa\101·ite 1)l1rase-"tl1e poor l 7egroes"
surel)' i·eflected te11der co1111)assio11 ratl1er tha11 a factual descriJJtion 
of: tl1eir ob,,iot1s J)0\1ert)'· l~oard111a11 'v1·ote to '\7esle)', i1111is first letter 
to l1i111 fron1 .L re'" \T01·k: ''Tl1e 11 u111lJer of I3lacks tl1at a tte11d tl1e preacl1
i11g affects i11e 111ucl1. 011e of tl1e1n ca111e to tell n1e l1e could 11eitl1er 
eat 11or slee1) because l1er i11a ter '''ould 11ot suffer J1er to co111e to 11ear 
tl1e 'vord. l1e '''el)t exceedi11gl)1 

, a)1i11g, 'I told Ill)' 1na ter I ,,·ot1ld do 

6. Ibid., p. 40. Robert \\1 illia111 seems already to ha\e printed clas ·tickets, and is· 
sued them to the men1l>ers in ... re,,· )'01k: sec \\7akele), Lost Chapters, pp. i95, 414-15, 
424 (for his description of tl1cn1 as lo\'e-fea t tickets seep. 135 belo'')· 

7. \i\'akclcy, op. cit., J>p. 199~206; ee also Ill) notes on the legal 1>roblem in ft!ethod
ist Jiistory, 111, 1 ·o. 2 (Jan., 1965), 12-13. 

8. Ar111inian 1\tagazine, \'II (1784), 161. 
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111ore 'vork t11a11 e\1er I t1secl to do, if 11e 'vot1 lcl bt1 t let 111e co111e....' " 9 

At about the sa111e ti111'e Pil111ore 'vas 11oti11g i11 Pl1iladel j)l1ia, ''111a11y 
of tl1e JJOor Africa11s a1·e obedie11t to tl1e faitl1." 10 At a IO\'e-feast i11 
Pl1iladel1)l1ia i11 Se1lte111l)er, 1 i/O, 11e stated tl1at ''e\1e11 t11e J)OOr 1e
gi·oes ca111e fortl1, a11d lJore a 11oble testin1ot1)' for God our Sa\riour." 11 

11 is ex1)erie11ces i11 N e'v York ''1 ere si111ilar to tl1ose of Board1na11: ''A 
fe,,r da)'S ago tl1e Lo1·d 'vas pleased to 111a11ifest 11is ]O\'e to a ]JOOr Black. 
Her 111istress J1as JJersect1ted l1e1- \'Cf)' 111ucl1 because sl1e ca111e to tl1e 
~fet11odi t Cl1urcl1, l)ttt sl1e tl1ougl1t it lvas l)etter to be 'beate11 for 
l1eari11g tl1e '''Ord of God J1ere tl1a11 to l)t1r11 i11 J~ell to all eter11it)'.' '\Te 
l1a\1e abot1t t've11t)' I3lack 'vo111e11 tl1at 111eet i11 011e Class, a11d I tl1i11k 
UJJ011 t11e \\1l1ole tl1C)' are as l1ap1))' as aI1)' Class \\'e l1a\'e got." 12 l~ike 

l3c>arcln1a11 l)efore l1i111, a11d Asbttr)' a11d Coke after l1i111, Pil11101·e 
sh0\\1ed ge11ui11e co1111Jas io11 for 131acks, a11d i11ai11tai11ed a fierce a11ger 
for tl1e 01)1)ressic>11 'vl1icl1 tllC)' e11cou11tered, 1~e1)roduci11g i11 l1is LT our11al 
a letter fro111 a sla\·e ,,·110 'vas 1Jre\re11ted fro1n atte11di11g class-111eeti11gs 
a11d a ,,·atcl111igl1t ser\rice.13 

I3oa1·d1na11 a11d J>il1nore, l10,ve\1er, s11ffered fron1 tl1e con1111011 J1u111a11 
£aili11g of 11ot bei11g able to do e\1er)1tl1i11g at tl1e sa111e ti111e. l"'o tl1is 
'"'as apparent])' added tl1e co1111)Iicatio11 t11at t11e 111a11 i11 cl1arge, Board
111a11, 'vas so111e\\Tl1at le able a11d forceful tl1a11 l1is junio1· colleague, 
a11cl ,,·as also li,ri11g t111de1· tl1e sl1ado\\' of tl1e rece11t deatl1 of: l1is \vife 
a11d ·ou11g daugl1ter. 14 i 101· \Vas Pil11101·e i11cli11ed to u11der111i11e tl1e 

9. Ibid. Barbara Heck's Black se1 vant 13etty had l)een 011e of tl1e founding rnembers 
of the Ne,.., \'ork ociel) (l~iulJins, OJJ. cit., p. 102), and ·1~ho1nas '\'ebb nun1bered Negroes 
an1ong his first con' erts both in Long Island (see al)ove, JJ. 57) and in Neli.' \'ork, t11e best 
kno\\•n arnong the latter being Peter '\1 illia1ns, 'vho ,,·orkeel out his frecdon1 as sex Lon 
thc1 e, and beca111e one of the founders of the African 1ethodist l~piscopal Zion Churcl1 
('\'akeley, 1 ost Chapters, l)JJ. 438-79; JIAJ\1, I, 609-10). 

10. J>iJ1nore, ]our11al, JJ. 26. 
11. Ibid., p. 58. 
i2. J'1ethodist 1-Iistory, X, No. 3 (A1)ril, 1972), 56-7. Altl1ough the letter is undated, 

it ''as al1nost certainly \\•rilten about the end of rove1nber, 1770, a date SUJ)ported by 
careful con11>arison of tl1e ieferenccs Lo ?\fatachin, '\1hiten1arsh, 'Villiams, and '\1cbb, 
'' ith the entries u11der those nan1cs in Piln1ore's journal. 

13. J>iJrnore, ]our11al, p. 107; cf. JJJ). 96, i31, 137, 179. For Asbury, see ]our11al, I, 9-10, 
43, 56, 57; 1 I I, 15. "Black fl arry" IIosier, an im1)ressivc tl1ougl1 illitc1 ate l~lack 1)rcacher, 
first appears in Asbury's journal in 1781 (1, 403; cf. p. 362), tl1ougl1 it is just J)OSsible that 
he ''as the Negro of '''l1on1 J\sbur) '''rote to l1is parents i11 1773 that he ..,,•i ll be fit to 
send to England soon, to })reach" (Ill, 15). JJosier acco1npanied several of the 1egular 
itinerants on their tra\cl , including I3ishop Tho1nas Coke (i\1ethodist Jlistory, vol. X., 
No. 1 [Oct., 1971 ), 19-22). For Coke's co1nn1cnts on Hosier and his passionate chan1pion
shiJ> of the J3lacks, sec 1'hon1as Coke, Extracts of the ]ou111als, }J})· 46-g, 61-75. 

14. J.JOCk\i.'OOd, 01)· Cit., p. 39· 
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autl1ority of Boa1·dn1a11 a11d take O\'er the reins for hi111self. 111 spite 
of their eagerness to preacl1 t11e gos1)el i11 tl1e ''back settl e111e11 ts," N e'v 
Yo1·k and Pl1iladelpl1ia clearly co11stitt1ted key a1·eas Uj)OJl 'vl1ich ini
tiall)1 tl1ey n1t1st co11ce11t1·ate. S11ccessfully the)' i11troduced or rein
forced 1nost of tl1e fea tt1 res a j)f)l'<Jpria te to large city societies, and 
pleaded \Vitl1 ''' esle)' for 111c,re trai11ecl l1el1Jers. Piln1ore ''rrote 011 l\1lay 
5, i 770: "Brotl1er Boarcl111ar1 a11d I are cl1ieft)1 co11fi11ed to t11e cities, 
a11d tl1erefore ca1111ot at 1)rese11t go 111ucl1 into tl1e cou11tr)1, as 've l1a,,e 
111ore 'vork lII)Oll our l1a11ds tl1a11 lve are able to perfor111. T11ere is ,,vork 
enougl1 for t'\10 1)reacl1ers in eacl1 place, a11d if t,\ro of our l)retl1ren 
'vould co111e 0\1er I belie,,e it \vould lJe atte11ded '\1itl1 a great blessi11g, 
for tl1e11 've c,ould \1isit tl1e })laces adjace11t to tl1e cities." 15 A furtl1er 
drea111 \vas confided to a fello'\' la)' iti11e1·ant i11 E11gla11d, a11d 111igl1t 

\\
1ell l1ave dist11rl)ed '"' esle)' if it reached 11 is e}1es: ''TJ1e cl1ief difficulty 

've Jabot1r u11der is ' va11 t of ordinatio11, and. I })elie\re \Ve sl1all be 
obligecl to procl1re it b)' so111e 111ea11s or otl1er. It is 11ot i11 A1nerica as it 
is i11 l~11gla11cl , for tl1ere is 110 cl1urcl1 tl1at is 011e Esta lJlisl1ed 111ore 
tl1a11 anotl1er. r\11 sects l1a\re equal au thorit}r '\ritl1 tl1e Cl1u1·cl1 of Eng
la11d.'' 16 

REINFORCE~fENl"'S NEED}:D 

Tl1ere see111s little doubt tl1at aj)}Jeals for 11elp reached 'Vesley from 
botl1 Board111a11 a11d Pil111ore 11ot 0111)' because of tl1e 111ag11itude of tl1e 
O})j)01·tu11it)' but also because it 'vas difficult to 1nai11tai11 t11e traditio11al 
l\1etl1odist disci1Jli11e in ' 'ie''' of tl1e i11creasin<T i11de1)e11clen ce of tl1e 
local 1)re£tcl1ers. E111lJ11ry i11 Ne'v York (t111til 11e left for Asl1g ro\1e i11 
i770), and '''elJb as j)reacl1er-at-large ai1d pastor i11 l1is o'vn Lo11g 
Isla11d estate, 'vere a1)1)arently co11tent 'vitl1 t11eir lot. Robert ''' illian1s 
'\1as 111ore ambitious. 1-Ie 'vas i11 aI1)' case a little 111ore tha11 a local 
preacl1er, tl1ougl1 a little less tha11 a regular iti11era11t. As a tireless 
e\1angelist and colporteur l1e seen1s to ha\1e acted as a free la11ce, a11d 
l1is 11ot u11co1nn1e11dable acti\1ities i11 })ltblisl1i11g l\ifethodist literature 
\\1e1·e e\re11tuall)' rega1·ded as a11 O\'erstepJJi11g of l1is po,vers. '"' illia111s 
had arri\red a fe\\r '"eeks lJefore Pil111ore a11d Boardma11. Son1e 111ontlls 
later ca111e Jol1n Ki11g. 1-Ie l1ad 11e\1er ser\1ed as an iti11era11t in E11gland, 

15. Ar1ninian J.1agazine, \ ' JI (1784), 224. 
16. J.1ethodist HistOT)', X, No. 3 (April , 1972) 1 57. Cf. note 12 above. 
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but as a local prea,cl1e1~ '\Tesley regarded l1i111 as ''stul)bo1·11'' a11d "l1ead

strong," ai1d l1e gai11ed a re1)utatio11 for ''screa111i11g'' \Vl1ile 11e 


1preacl1ed. 111 ' 'ie\\Tof l1is lack of crecle11tials Pil111ore allo\\1 ecl hi111 to 
er\'e some of tl1e cou11t1·)' societies 011ly, a11d eve11 tl1e11 'vitl1 extre111e 

reluctance.17 111 l1is 1770 i1f i1zutes \\7esle)' did ii1deed ap1)e11d tl1e 
na111es of })otl1 \\Tillia111s a11cl Ki11g to tl1ose of Pil111ore a11'd 13oardma11 
(i11 tl1at 01·der) on t}1 ,e A.i11erica11 circl1it, bt1t they \\1e1·e drOJ)}Jed £ro1n 
tl1e A1ir1utes of 1771, al1nost certai11l)' because of co1111Jlai11ts fro111 tl1e 
regular i ti11era11 ts. 

Yet so O\'er'vl1el 111ed dicl Board111an a11cl Pil111ore fi11<l tl1e111sel\ ' CS b)1 

tl1e probl e111s a11d O})j)Ortu11ities of: "e'v ) ' ork a11d PJ1iladel1)l1ia tl1at 
tl1e)' left '\'el)b a11d '\' illia111s a11d l{i11g al111ost L111su1Jer\1ised. ''' l1e11 
Pil111ore l1earcl \\Tillia111s 1)reacl1 a fe,v ti111es i11 Pl1ilaclelpl1i£1 J1e ad
111ired l1is si11cerit}1, l)ut 11oted tl1at l1is li111ited gifts \Vere 0111)1 likely to 
}JrO\'e useful a111011g "tl1e cou11t1·)' j)eople, '\'}10 are i11 ge11e1·al like sl1ee1J 
\vithout sl1e1Jl1erds." 18 11fortu11ately '\' illia111s '\1as }J1·eacl1er ratl1er 
tl1a11 pastor, so tl1a t tl1e cour1 t1~)7 })COJ)l e stil I re111ai11e,d largeI)' \Vi tl1ot1 t 
a l1e1Jl1erd, as did tl1ose i11 tl1e otl1er cities. '"' illia111s l1ad jJreacl1ed 
in Baltimore before J>il111ore, as }Jrobal)]y l1ad Ki11g, })ut llot u11til 
Pil111ore's ' 'isit i11 J1111e, 17j2, \Vere tl1e Gerzeral l~ules expoundecl tl1ere, 
a11d a society orga11ized.19 Si 111i Iarl}' \ 1\Til I ia111s l1ad 1)reacJ1ecl i11 Nor
folk, \Tirgi11ia, f)ut it '''as left to Pil111ore to 01·ga11ize tl1e first l\1etl1odist 
societies ii1 Ports111outl1 a11d 101·folk i11 1 10\re1nber, 1772.20 Pil111ore's 
e ·te11ded jou1·11ey i11to tl1e S<)t1tl1, 110,\1e\'er, dl1ri11g '\Tl1icl1 lie acco1n
plisl1ed st1cl1 co11s0Iidatio11, 'vas 11ot JJOssible u11til '"'esle)' J1ad a11
S\\1ered tl1e call for 1·ei11force111e11ts. lor u11til tl1at ti111e does a11)' 
serious atte11ti011 see111 to l1a,,e })ee11 })aid to super\'isi11g tl1e i 11creas
ingl)1 indepe11de11t e\1a11gelis111 of tl1e Sout11er11 pio11ee1·, R ,ol)ert Stra\v
bridge. For so111e )'ears l1e l1ad })ee11 ''er)' effecti \'e i11 for111i11g societies, 
l)t1ilding 1neeti11g hot1ses, and i11s1Ji1·i11g l1is co11\1ert tl1e111sel\1es to 
exl1ort; he l1ad e\1 e11 l)egu11 to })aj)tize a11cl (a1Jparc11tl)') to ad111i11ister 
tl1e Lord's SuJJper to 11is follo,vers. Altl1ougl1 l3oa1·d111a11 111ay l1a\1e 
atten11Jted a 1Jreacl1i11g foray i11to 1a1·)rla11d, 11eitl1er l1e 11or Pil111ore 
u11dertook atl)' serious super\1ision of tra,vbri,dge's \\101·k. P il111ore 

17. '-\1esley, Letters, \ 11, 166--']; Pilmorc, ]our11al, p. 58. 
18. Pilmore, Journal, p. 25. 
19. Ibid., J>p. 138- 40. 
20. Ibid., p. 162. 1~11is ''' as four months after he had begun p1cacl1ing in the area. Cf. 

S\\'eet, 1' irginia 1\1ethodis111, pp. 49-51, 53--?. 
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heard him preach ''a plain, useful discourse'' during a rare visit to 
Philadelphia in January, 1770.21 So far, so good. But he returned 
South to be a law unto himself. Success naturally fed his self-confi
dence if not his self-esteem, and every year of his continued indepen
dence made the deferred but inevitable power struggle likely to be 
the more severe. 

Wesley's mail contained not only appeals from Boardman and Pil
more but complaints about them. From the outset Pilmore had re
sisted Boardman's demands that they should change places three or 
four times a year, visualizing himself as what he eventually became, 
an evangelical parish clergyman lvith settled headquarters-though in 
his zeal to ''do more good in the itinerant way'' he did indeed refuse 
the possibility of ordination and a living in the West Indies.22 Under 
the war111th of American generosity, both with praise and with money, 
even Boardman came to share Pilmore's desire to spend most of his 
time as the pastor of a large society, with occasional preaching ex
cursions into the country. 

For whatever reason help was clearly needed in America. But Wes
ley's efforts to recruit more preachers during 1770 failed. Pilmore 
sadly notes, ''I find by Mr. Wesley's letter that none were willing to 
come; so it is very uncertain whether ever we shall have an opportunity 
of returning to old England or no.'' 23 John Wesley, now well into his 
sixties, began to wonder whether this was not a providential summons 
for his own return. In February, 1770, he wrote to Lady Maxwell: ''I 
have some thoughts of going to America, but the way is not yet plain. 
I wait till Providence shall speak more clearly on one side or the 
other." 24 In writing to Whitefield of this possible return he said: 
''My age is no objection at all; for I bless God my health is not barely 
as good but abundantly better in several respects than when I was 
five-and-twenty." 25 In December, 1770, faced with the failure of his 
efforts to recruit preachers, he was a little more positive: ''If I live till 
spring, and should have a clear, pressing call, I am ready to embark 
for America." 28 The picture changed, however, and at the following 

21. Pilmore, Journal, p. 57. 
22. Ibid., p. 62; Lockwood, op. cit., pp. 125, 1gg-211; Wakeley, Lost Chaptns, pp.111

18. 
15. Methodist History, X, No. 5 (April, 1972), 56. Cf. note 12 above for date. 
14. Wesley, Letters, V, 182; d. pp. 168, 177, 167, 175, 505. 
15. Ibid., V, 185. 
16. Ibid., V, 111. 
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Co11fere11ce fi \'e 1)reacJ1ers \'Ol un teered for A1nerica. T'"-10 '"1ere cl1osen, 
botl1 )'Ou11g 1ne11, a1)pare11tl)' better designed to su1)ple111e11t 1·atl1er 
tl1a11 to suppla11t tl1e labors of tl1eir predecessors, con1plai11ts or 110. 
Ricl1ard '\'1·igl1t, \\rl10 11ad bee11 adn1itted 011 n·ial 0111)' tl1e J)fC\1ious 
)'ear, a11d e\1e11 tl1en 11ot gi,1e11 a regular statio11, })fO\red a broke11 reed, 
tl1ol1gh during· tl1e t'''o ai1cl a l1al ( )'ea1·s that l1e re111ai11ed l1e did a lit
tle good. His l1ead, also, see111s to J1a\1e l)ee11 tur11ed b)1 A111erica11 gen
erosit)' a11d flatte1·)1• 

27 Tl1e se11io1· of tl1e pair, l;-1·a11cis Asbu1·)1
, \vas 0111)1 

t\\1e11ty-six yea1·s old, a11d l1ad l1ad 0111)1 four )'ear ' expe1·ie11ce i11 
cou11try circuits, e\1e11 tl1e11 11ot as a11 Assista11t. Tl1e cl1oice did 11ot 
see111 u11d t1l y 1)ro1n isi11g. 

FR.A 1CIS ASBUllY 

Asbury, 11e\1ertl1eless, ,v}1etl1er so co111111issio11ed f))' 'i\Tesley or 11ot, 
f)elie\1ed 11i111self ca1)alJle of doi11g a better jolJ tl1a11 l1is t\vo se11iors, 
a11d 'vas }JTCJ)ared to sl1ake tl1i11gs llj), cost \vl1at it 111igl1t. Less tl1a11 a 
'''eek afte1· joi11i11g Board111a11 i11 1e'v Yo1·k, l1e 11oted i11 11is ]ou1·11al: 
"I re111ai11 i11 1e'v York, tl1ougl1 u11satisfied 'vitl1 our bei11g ])otl1 i11 
t0,4l11 together. I 11a\1e 11ot )'et tl1e tl1i11g '"1l1icl1 I seek-a ci1·culatio11 of 
1)reacl1ers, to a\·oid }Jartialit)' a11d }JOpularit)'· Ho'''e\rer, I a1n fixed 
to tl1e l\1ethodist JJla11, a11d do \'\1l1at 1 do faitl1ft1ll)1

, as to God. I ex1)ect 
troul)le is at l1a11d. T11is I ex1Jected 'vl1e11 I left E11gla11d." 28 l"",.._ro da)'S 
later ca111e a si111ila1· co111plai11t: "I judge \Ve are to be sl1ut UJ) i11 t11e 
cities tl1is 'vi11ter. l\1)' bretl1re11 see111 u11,villi11g to lea\1e tl1e cities, bt1t 
I t11i11k I sl1all sl1o'v tl1e111 tl1e lVa)'· I a111 i11 t1·ot1l)le, and 1no1'e t1·oul)le 
is at l1a11d, fo1· I a111 cleter111i11ed to 111ake a sta11d agai11st all JJartialit)'· ... 
I a111 co111e O\'er '"i tl1 a11 u 1Jrig·l1 t i 11 te11tio11, ai1d tl11·ougl1 tl1e grace of 
Goel I ''ill inake it a1J1)ea1': a11d 1 a111 deter111i11ed tl1at 110 n1an sl1all 
lJia 111e '"'itl1 soft \VC>J ds a11d fai1· s1Jeecl1es...." 29 

'"'l""l1e follo,vi11g SJ)ri11g· Asbu1·)1 's 111i11d \Vas so111e,vl1at easecl lJy 13oa1·d
111a11's J)la11 tl1at tl1e t\vo )'Ot111g·er i11e11 sl1ould take 0\1e1· Ne'v )'ork 
a11d 1~11iladel1Jl1ia for tl1ree i11011tl1s, '"l1i1e Boa14 d111a11 l1i111self \1isited 
tl1e Bosto11 a1·ea a11d Piln1ore tou1·ed \ Ti1·gi11ia.30 J\slJUI")' \Vas greatl)' 
di tu1~bed, l10\ve\1er, ,\·he11 l1e reac11ed Pl1iladel1)l1ia for tl1e first ti111e 

27. Asbury, ]ounzal, I, 37, 116. 
28. Ibid., I, 10. 

29. 1bid.; cf. p. 16. 
30... cc \\'akeley, l ..ost Chapters, pp. 203-4, for notes on Boardn1an's introduction of 

1ethodi n1 into Ne''' England al1ead of Jes e I ...ee. 
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since his arrival there four months earlier, to find society discipline 
(as he thought) unduly relaxed, especially in the matter of strangers 
being given unlimited access to the private gatherings of the society. 
He found the same kind of thing when he took a tour of duty in ew 
York, and put forward an agenda of sixteen points ''for the better 
ordering of the spiritual and temporal affairs of the society." In this 
tightening of discipline he was supported by a letter from Wesley, 
and much strengthened on October 10 by a further letter appointing 
him Assistant in place of Boardman.31 Already he had heard a whisper 
which seemed to imply that his senior colleagues were being recalled 
to England, and he had clearly added his own to other complaints 
about them.32 Boardman took the news of Asbury's promotion over 
him with good grace, but Pilmore felt that he had been betrayed, and 
''went weeping away." 33 

As a matter of fact Asbury's added responsibility was for a short 
time only, and he must surely have known it. At the Leeds Conference 
in August, 1772, Thomas Webb had stirred the assembly with an 
appeal for still more preachers for America, and there appears to have 
been no lack of volunteers. For almost two years Wesley had been 
pleading with Thomas Rankin, one of his most experienced men, to 
help straighten the tangled American skein. Webb's appeal was just 
sufficient to tip the scales in America's favor, even though Rankin 
was wise enough to make allowances for Webb's ''lively imagina
tion.'' 34 Rankin, a man of thirty-five who had been an itinerant preach
er for eleven years, at least seven of them as an Assistant, had even 
spent the year 1770--1 on the London circuit-when Wesley earmarked 
him for America. He chose as his companion George Shadford, who 
was a year younger, had begun his ministry as Rankin's junior col
league in Cornwall, and had now itinerated for four years, the latter 
two as Assistant. 

It was arranged that the two men should each take charge of an 
English circuit until the spring, when they would return to America 
with Webb. They sailed on Good Friday, April 9, 1773, accompanied 
by Webb's new bride and another English local preacher, Joseph 
Yerbury-his name is spelled in several different ways. Webb had per
suaded Yerbury to try his hand at the American itinerancy, but the 

s1. Asbury, Journal, I, 41, 46; both letters have disappeared. 

!•· Ibid., I, !9• 41, 45. 

!!· Ibid., I, 48: d. Pilmore, Journal, pp. 154, 1o6. 

54. Jackson, Earl1 Methodist Preachers, V, 183-4. 
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}'Oung i11a11 fot1ncl tl1at l1e '\ras i1ot ct1t ot1t for tl1e task and returned to 
E11gla11d ''ritl1 Richa1·d \ \T rigl1t.35 '"fl1e pa1·ty arri,,ed in Pl1iladel phia 
o11 ] u11 e 1 , 1 7 7 3 . 

1'H0~1AS RANKIN 

Ra11ki11, of course, lJei11g a1Jpoi11ted "G,e11e1·al Assistant" by \i\7esley, 
i1111nediatel)' took O\'er res1)011silJilit)' f1·01n. Asl)u1·y, a11d Asl)Ur)' see111s 
to l1a\'e bce11 ge11ui11el)' l1a1)J))' to gi,1e JJlace to sucl1 a11 ob,1iously ex-
1)erie11ced disci1Jli11aria11.36 E\1e11 Pil111ore a11d Boardma11 sce111ed to 
tur11 O\'er a 11 e,~l leaf, tl1ot1gl1 lJ)' Dece111ber lJotl1 l1ad deter111ined to 
retu1·11 to E11gla11d.37 Altl1ot1g·l1 so111e\\rl1at austere a11d e\1e11 do1ni11eer
i11g in cl1aracter, co11trasti11g greatl)' ''1itl1 l1adford's 'var111tl1 a11d 
Sj)iritual i11for111alit)', 011 tl1e '"11,ole lla11ki11 111eritecl Asbt1ry's grati 
tL1de. Asbury 'vas call tious, l10,ve\rer. 111 sucl1 a 1)io11eeri11g situatio11 
it '\1as stil I freq t1en tl )' 11ecessar)' for l1i111 to 111ake l1is o'v11 'vorking de
cisio11s, but l1e ,,,as ' 'ery careft1l to add tl1e 11ro\1iso-''unlcss 11 r. Ra11 
ki11 l1as gi,1e11 orders to tl1e co11t1·ar)r." 38 As Ge11eral Assista11t Ranki11 
i11 effect exercised a11 e1Jisco1)al role, statior1i11g tl1e otl1er ])Teacl1ers i11 
tl1eir ci 1·cui ts, ])u t 1i111i ti 11g 11i111self to i1011e.39 

'\1itl1i11 six 'veeks of l1is an·i,,a} Thon1as lla11ki11 l1ad su1111no11ed 
tl1e 1)reachers to A111erica's first Ge11eral Co11fere11ce, clesig11ed to set 
tl1e to11e for a 111ore tigl1 tl }1 organized con11ectio11. 13)' tl1is tl1e autl1ori t)r 
of \ \T esle)' a11d tl1e Bri tisl1 Co11fe1·e11ce 'vas explicitly exte11ded to 
Ainerica, a11d tl1eir doctri11e a11d disci1)li11e as co11tai11ed i11 t11e l3ritisl1 
1\1 i111.1. tes 'vas accepted as tl1e A111erican 11or111. fl)' p1·eacl1er '\1110 
f)TO\'ed dislo)1al to tl1e J"\1i1iutes 'vas 11'0 lo11g·cr to lJe regarcled as i11 
co1111ectio11 ,,,i tl1 '"' es) e)' . . ,,,esl C)''s 'vri ti11gs '\'ere to })e 1·epri11ted 011 I)' 
,..,j tl1 11 is co11se11 t 01· tl1a t of l1is au tl1orized i ti11era11 t represe11 tati\res; 
\t\7illia1ns, \vl10 }1ad erred at tl1is poi11t, 'vas ,\,ar11ed tl1at l1e 111ight sell 
\vhat }1e had, but 111ust repri11t 110 1no1·e 'vitl1out ex1)Iicit }Jern1issio11. 

lo preacher \Vas to adininister the sacra111e11ts. Tl1e printed rule 011 

t11is I)Oint \\1as i11flexible, })ut AslJ11ry's ma11t1scri1Jt accol111t sho,vs 

35· Ibid., V, 185, and Tl1omas Rankin , ?\iS Journal for June 5, 1774. 
36. Asbury, journal, I, 82. 
37. Rankin, I journal, Aug. 29, l)ec. 2, 1773. 
38. A bur), Journal, III, 19. 
39· 1\1inutes (Arnerican, 1795), pp. 14-15 (1775); see also the much fuller manuscript 

minute kept by J>hilip Gatcl1, copied fTom the li' ester11 Christian Advocate of ~fay 19 
and 26, 1837, by the Baltin1orc Conference ~fethodist llistorical Society, 1964, J>p. 2-3; 
cf. Asbul), ]oun1a l, I, 246. 
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tl1at a11 exce1)tio11 'vas 111ade i11 tl1e case of Stra,vlJridge, 'vl10 11ad been 
doi11g it for )'ea1·s, a practice \vi11ked at b)' l3oard1nan a11d Pil111ore, so 
tl1at ,e,,e11 Asl)Ur)' 11ad felt "obliged to co1111i\1e ... for tl1e sake of 
])eacc." 40 S ti·a,,r })ridge, l10\\1e\1er, 'vas 0111}' to ad111i11ister ''u11der the 
}Jarticula1· directio11 of: tl1e Assista11t." 1 ""o AslJur)' \Vas allotted the task 
of b1·i11g·i11g Stra\\1bridge to good old-fasl1io11ed 1\fetl1odist \\1isclon1. 
At tl1e 1\1ar)'la11d Q11arterl y 1\1.eeti11g 011 A llgust 2, Asbu1·)' re1)orts: "I 
i·ead a 1)art of ou1· A1i11utes, to see if brotl1er Stra,vbridge ,\·ould co11

f:or111; but 11e ap1)eared to be i11flexible. I·Ie 'vould i1ot ad111i11ister tl1e 
ordi11a11ces t111dc1· our directio11 a.t all. l\1a1l)' tl1i11gs '"rere said 011 tl1e 
subject; a11d a fe,v of tl1e j)Cople took }Jart 'vitl1 l1i111." fir1n IJegi1111ing 
11ad at Jast bee11 111acle, 110\ve\1er, a11cl at least St1·a,vl)ridge 110,v k11e,,1 

tl1at in 'iVesle)''s e)'es l1e \Vas clearl)' a i·e11egade, 0111)' alJle to co11ti11ue 
l1is defia11ce at tl1e cost of a scl1is111, ,vJ1ich i11 a fe,,1 }'ears al111ost took 

place. 
'"fl1e 11an1es of: '\'illia1ns a11d Ki11g (as 111e11tio11ed alJ0\1e) l1ad been 

dropped fro111 tl1e l31·itisl1 A1.i11utes i11 I?iI, clearl)' beca11se tl1ese t\\TO 

'vere regardecl b)' \iVesley si111ply as local preacl1ers assisti11g tl1e regu
lar itinera11ts. 101· \\1ere thei1· 11an1es 1·ei11stated u11til 1773-tl1ere l1ad 
just been ti111e fo1· a11 assu1·a11ce to 1·eacJ1 E11gla11d tl1at tl1ese t\vo, at an)' 
i·ate, \Vere prepared to toe tl1e co1111ectional li11e. T11e i1a1ne of Stra,\·
bridge ne\1er ap1Jea1·ed i11 tl1e 13ritis11 111 i1111 tes, a11d i11 1774 'vas 
d1·op1)ed £1·0111 tl1e A111erica11 A1i11ut.es (i11 'vl1icl1 it a1)1)eared i11 1773), 
and drop1Jed st1rely as a11 i1111Jlied tl1reat to his precarious status. 111 
1775 l1e \vas 011ce 111ore statio11ed, }Jut tl1e11 drOJ)})ed co111pletel)'· T11e 
reason is clea1·l)1 illustrated i11 Asbu1·)1's ]011rr1al for Aug11st 27, 1775, 
descril)ing a Virgi11ia Qua1·terl)1 l\1eeti11g: "1\1r. Stra,vbridge disco\1ered 
l1is i11depende11t 1)1·inciples, i11 objecti11g to our disci1)li11e. He api)ears 
to \\1a11t 110 1)reacl1ers: 11e ca11 do as 'vell or better tl1a11 tl1ey." I~or l)etter 
or worse the go\1cr11111ent of tl1e l\1et11odist societies as a co12riection 

'''as to re111ai11 firn1l )' u11der tl1e co11 trol of 'i\7esle)1
' official i ti11eran t 

}Jreacl1ers a11d tl1ose 'vl10 \Vere lo)1al to the1n. 
By t11e ti1ne of tl1e first A1nerican Co11fere11ce in i 773 tl1ere l1ad be

gu11 a trickle of Britisl1 and 11ati\1e local preacl1ers i11to tl1e full-time 
itinera11cy. Tl1e i773 !vli11utes list ten preac11ers statio11ed in six cir
cuits. Of t11ese 1ne11 fot1r ,.vere British itinerants- Ra11ki11, Shadford, 
Asbury, and '"'rigl1t. Fi,,e 'vere Britisl1 i1n111iITT·a11ts, all ap1Jarently 
local preachers in their 11omela11d-King, Stra'"'bridge, Yerbur)', \i\TiJ

4o. l\1inutes (American, 1795), pp. 5-6 (17;3); Asbury, Journal, I, 60, 85. 
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Iiams, an,d Abral1a111 '"' hit,vortl1. 1011e 011Iy 'vas a 11ati\1e A111erican
' '' illiam 'i\' atters, a j)T0111isi11g }'Ol1i1g 1na11 of t've11ty-011e, a 1)rOdl1Ct of 
Bal ti111ore, ~1Iar)'la11d, tl1ougl1 1Jrougl1 t i 11 to tl1e 111inistry b)' Willia1ns 
ratl1er tl1an by t1·a,\1 bridge.41 '"' itl1i11 a fe,v }'ea1·s tl1e four Britisl1
trained iti11era11 ts '\1ere red t1ced to 011e, a11d tl1e A1nerica11-raised 
greatl}' 1nt1lti1)lied. By t11e sta11dards ,of tl1ei1· 111ost ,co1111)ete11t leaders, 
Ra11ki11 a11d Asbury, l10,ve\1er, tl1e 11ati,,e })reacl1ers left 1nucl1 to be 
desi1·ed. Duri11g a11 exte11ded jour11e)' i11to t11e Soutl1 i11 i 772 Pil1nore 
11ad 11oted-and if Ra11ki11 or Asbury ever read tl1ese 'vords tl1ey 'vould 
ha\1e said, ''A111e11I'': ' 'God l1as u11doubtedl)' begun a good '\rork in 
t11e e parts })}' tl1e 111 i11 istr)' of ~1 ess1·s. J01111 Ki 11g·, c111d Ilo})ert \l\Til
l ia111s, ai1d Robert Stra,vbridge, })ut tl1ere is 111ucl1 da11ge1· f-1·0111 tl1ose 
"'\\'110 follo'v a 11eated i111agi11atio11 ratl1er tha11 tl1e })Ure illu111inatio11 
of: tl1e Spirit a11d tl1e di1·ectio11s of tl1e 'l\' ord of God. '"' l1ere\rer I go 
I find it i1ecessar)' to })ear Ill)' testi1no11y agai11st all '\1ild11ess, sl1outing, 
a11d confusio11 i11 tl1e ' vorsl1i1) of God, a11d at tl1e sa111e tin1e to feed a11d 
})reser\'e tl1e sacred fire-,\rl1icl1 is certai11l)1 ki11dled i11 i11a11y l1earts of 
tl1is countr)'·" 42 Eigl1t )'ears later a sy1111)atl1etic e\1a11gelical clerg)1111an 
co11fessed l1is fears to the gi~eat frie11d of tl1e ~1etl1odists, t11e Re'' · De\1

ereux Jan·att of Batl1 parisl1, J)i11,vid<lie Collllt)', \ Tirg-i11ia: ''The 
~1etl1odists ... cou11te11a11ce so 1na11y illiterate creatures \ 1oid of all 
prude11ce a11d discretio11 tl1at I l1ave 110 expectation of an)' good and 
lasti11g effects £1·0111 tl1eir n1isgt1ided zeal." Jarratt's 1·e1)l)' sl10,4led tl1at 
l1e 'vas i11 general agree111e11t, tl1ougl1 he poi11ted out: ''Surely (\i\' es
le)1's] 1)reacl1ers (1·0111 Eu1·ope are 11ot sucl1 la111e l1a11ds as t11ose an1011g 
us.,, 43 

Small 'vonder t11at t11ere '\1 as erosion in tl1e ra11ks of tl1e An1erican 
1ethodist iti11era11cy. It is impossible to secu1·e adequate i11£or1nation 

alJout mall)' of tl1'e })reachers, not e\ren tl1e date a11d place of t11eir 
birth, or "'\Vhetl1er the), '\1ere immigra11ts or A1nerica11-born. Bet"'\vee11 
1773 a11d 1778, 110,\1ever, tl1e An1erica11 AtJi?1iLtes record tl1e 11ames of 
over 60 me11, qt1ite apart from tl1e Britisl1 iti11e1·a11ts. Of tl1ese 011ly 
28 remai11ed i11 1778-i11cluding 10 admitted on trial that ver}' yeart 
A fe,\1 'vere ver}' }'Ou11g, like 'l\'illia1n Duke, ·,vl10 'vas accepted i11to 
the itineraDC)' 'vl1en l1e '•.ras sixteen. i\1a11y left to get 1nan·ied, or tl1e 
better to support a \vife a11d fa111il)1 In son1e i11sta11ces a lack of apti • 

tude \\'as clearl)' de1nonstrated; otl1ers becan1e '',vo1·n Ollt," still others 


41. \\1atters, op. cit., pp. 18-30. 43. Asbury, Journal, 111, 24- 5. 
42. Pilmore, Journal, p. 138. 
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simJJl}' \veary. One of tl1e tecl1nical tern1s contribl1ted b)' A111erican 
~fetl1odisn1 \Vas applied to t11e n1e11 t11us lost to tl1e itineranc)1-tl1ey 
''located." Some of tl1e111 beca111e n1en of substa11ce '\·vl1ose 11omes '\Vere 
tl1ro'\v11 ope11 as preacl1i11g ,ce11ters, sucl1 as Colo11el ] ol1n Beck; otl1ers 
11elped to raise i1n1)orta11t cl1l1rcl1es, as did '\\7illia1n 1oore, 011e of tl1e 
fot1nders of Lo\rel)' I_,a11e Chapel, Balti111ore. UJ)Oll tl1e tot1gl1 a11d 
courageous residue '\vas soo11 to descend tl1e destiil)' of staf1111g and 
steeri11g a 11e\\1 de1101nination, fortunatel)1 u11der tl1e super,1ising e}'e 
of Fra11cis Asbur)'. 

Ranki11's seco11d An1erica11 Co11fere11ce, l1eld in Ma)', i 774, 1co11
ti11ued tl1e 'vork beg1111 in tl1e first. His journal recorded: "vVe pro
ceedecl i11 all tl1ings 011 tl1e sa111e pla11 as in England, \\1hicl1 our 
~Iinutes 'vill declare." 44 Tra\1eli11g south fro111 the Co11ference, 11e 
noted: ''1 111et all t11e societies as I rode alo11g, a11d fou11d many trlil)' 
ali,1e to God. le\1ertl1eless, I sa'v tl1e necessit)' of e11forci11g our disci
pline strongl)' \\rl1ere\re1· l came. I fot111d a degree of slack11ess i11 tl1is 
res1)ect i11 almost e\'Cr)' societ)'· I a111 111orc ai1d 111orc co11,ri11ce(J tl1at 
t111less tl1e '\vl1ole 1)la11 of our disci })1 ine is close I)' attended to '''e ca11 
ne\1er see tl1at 'vork, no1· tl1e fruit of: our labours, as \Ve ,.vould desire." 45 

Tl1e Britisl1 Co11fere11ce cl1at year se11t replacen1ents for Pilmore a11d 
Board1nan, '~.rho l1ad 1·ctur11ed i11 Ja11uar)'-Ja111es De111pster, a11 itin
erant o[ ten )'ears' sta11ding, eigl1 t of tl1e111 as a11 A ssista11 t, a11d 1\1artin 
Rodela, '\vl10 l1ad bee11 a11 itinera11t i11ter1nittently for se,ren )'ears, t11e 
last as Dempster's colleague i11 Cor11'\vall. 

THE V\7AR \ 'EARS 

i ..l1e new i11en ca111e at a diff1ct1lt })eriod. St1cl1 '\ras the anti-British 
at1nosphere that '\'itl1in a year Ra11ki11 '''rote telli11g Asbur)' tl1at botl1 
Rodda a11d Den11)ster \Vere retur11i11g to England, a11d l1e \Vith then1. 
ln l1is reply Asbur}1 apparentl)' stated 11is opi11io11 tl1at to desert the 
Americans '\vould be ''an eternal disl1onour to tl1e ~1ethodists," a11d 
sl1amed tl1en1 into re111ai11i11g for at least the ti111e bei11g.46 For the 
ti111e ])ei11g they all sta)1ed, and '\\10rked faithfull)1, a11d seemed to be 
gi,ring special atte11tion to trai11i11g the An1erican preacl1ers 'vho 

44. Jackson, Early J\1ethodist Preachers, V, 200. 

45. R a nkin, ~fS Journal, July 29, 1774. 
46. Asbury, journal, J, 161, 163. 
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\VOt1ld soon be taki11g O\'er tl1e rei11s.47 As a })i:trtial sy111})0.l of tl1is 
lO)'alty tl1e Britisl1 A1Ii1zutes £01· 1775 not 011ly listed six A111erican 
preacl1ers in tl1e sta tio11s for circuit ''51 , A111e1·ica," but official I)' 11oted 
tl1eir ad1nissio11 to tl1e 1\1etl1odist iti11era11cy.48 1...11e declared }JOliC)' 
,of tl1e 13ritish 1)reacl1ers in A111erica 'vas to 1·e111ai11 11eutral i11 JJOli tical 
matters, and so111e of tl1em \Vere a\'O'·vecl 1)aci:fists. Yet t11eir S)'IlljJatl1ies 
'\'ere natural!)' 'vitl1 tl1e mothe1· cot1ntr}'· ~1arti11 llodda ap1Ja1·e11tl)' 
ga\1e tl1em a bad reputation b)' i11judicious l0}1al ist 1Jropaga11da, lJut 
in his fa\ror it sl1ould lJe 11oted tl1at l1e shared 'vith Ra11kin so111e of 
the credit for bri11gi11g Freebor11 Garrettso11 i11 to t11e A111erica11 111i11
istry.49 

In i776 James De1111)ster left tl1e iti11era11t 'vork, t11ot1gh fo1· a ti111e 
he seen1s to l1a\1e ser,1ed tl1e 1et11odist cause i11 lJeleaguered 1e'v 
York.50 In Septe111her, i 777, lla11ki11 a11d Rodda set out £01· E11gla11d, 
tl1ougl1 in fact tile)' '\'ere 11ot alJle to sail u11til tl1e f:ollo,vi11g· s1Jri11g. 
In 1\1arcl1, i 778, Sl1adfor,d also ga\'C UJJ tl1e '"ork, leavi11g AslJUr)', i11 
spite of atte1n1)ted 1)ersl1asio11 a11d ad1nittecl 11ostalgia, alo11e.51 

I11 \'ie'v of tl1is e\1e11tt1alit)' tl1ere 11ad bee11 tea1·ful fare,vells, a11d 
the careful co11sideration of en1erge11C)' arra11ge111ents, at tl1'e Co11fer
ence of 1777, 'vl1icl1 l1ad bee11 preceded b)' a }Jre1)aratory caucus. 
Question 11 (not reprodt1ced ii1 t11e p1·i11ted 1\1 i1zutes) '\ras 011e of tl1e 
n1ost sig11ifica11t i11 its ackno'vleclg111en t o[ tl1e 1)ast a11cl its I<)oking 
to,vards t11e future: ''Q.11. Ca11 a11)1tl1i11g be do11e i11 order to la)' a 
fou11dation for a future unio11, sup1)osing tl1e old }J1·eacl1ers sl1ould 
be, by the ti1nes, co11st1·ained to return to Great Britai11? \i\"ould it 
11ot be 'vell for a.II \vl10 are 'villing to sig11 so111e ai·ticles of agree111ent, 
a11d strictl)' adhere to tl1e sa1ne till otl1er 1)reacl1ers are sent f))' ~1r. 

'"7esle)' and tl1e bretl11·en in co11fere11'ce?" l "'J1e t've11t)' preacl1ers }Jres

47. Asbury at least ,,•as concerned about this. On an earl ier occasion l1c had chided 
\Villiams for '''hat 11e felt '"as faulty doctrine, and it seen1s fairly certain that he simi
la1ly passed on his OJ>inions about their preaching technique to o ther rising preachers 
such as Samuel Spragg, '''ho spoiled a good sermon '''ith "a fe'" 1>01npous, S\\'elling '''ords," 
and Richard \\'ebstcr, '"l1ose language contained "son1e little inaccuracies." Sec his 
Journal, J, gj, 188, 195- 6. 

48. J.1inutes (English), J, 116, 118. 1"hc 1ncn 'vere \'\7illia n1 J) ukc, john \\7adc, Daniel 
Ruff, Ed,,•ard Dron1goole (in fact a native of Ireland), Isaac 1-Iollings, and Richard 
\\'ebster. 

49. Freeborn Garrettson, The Experience arid Travels of J.1.r. Freeborn Garrettson, 
pp. 44-?' 82. 

50. Barclay, op. cit., I, 44, 375 (n. 194). 
51. Asbury, Journal, l, 228, 234-5, 243, 259, 263-g. 
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e11t 1·esolved: "'"'e 'vill do it." 52 T11eir docun1e11 t (to \vl1icl1 in fact 
t\\1ent)1-fi\re sigi1atu1·es \Vere appended) 'vas aln1ost \vord for \\'Ord a 

cop)' of t11at sig11ed }))' tl1e 1)reacl1ers i11 tl1e l~ritisl1 Co11fere11ces of 

1769, i773, I7i4, a11d 1775, 1)ledgi11g allegia11ce to tl1eir evangelical 
task a11d to tl1e doctri11es a11d disci1)li11e of l\1etl1odis1n as set fortl1 i11 
tl1e Alfinules.53 1~11e A111erica11 \1ersio11 've11t 011 to add a fourtl1 poi11t: 
''rf o cl1oose a co111111ittee of Assista11ts to transact tl1e bL1siness tl1at is 
110,\1 do11e by tl1e Ge11eral Assista11t a11d tl1e old pr,eacl1ers \vl10 came 
fro111 Britain." 54 l ..l1e co111111 i ttee co11sisted of tl1ree 11ati ' 'e A111ericans 

-Da11iel lluff, ''' ill ia111 ' ''atters, a11d Pl1ili1) Gatcl1-toget11er \Vi th t'vo 
Britisl1 i1111nigra11ts \Vll<) l1ad ft1ll)1 tl1ro,v11 i11 tl1ei1· lot \vitl1 A111erica
J~,d,vard Dro111goole a11d '"' illia111 Gle11den11i11g. 55 '"' l1ate\1er tl1e dura
tion or tl1e fortu11es of tl1e '\1ar, tl1e 1)reacl1ers i11 co11fe1·ence 've1·e 

1COn\ri11ced tl1at Britisl1 l\1'etl1odis1n 111ust re111ai11 tl1eir i11odel, and tl1at 
if at all possilJle tl1e)' 111ust reinain t1nder \i\Tesle)1's 'vi11g. Tl1e deep 
e111otio11s of tl1e J,ea\1e-taki11g \Ve1·e u11doubtedl )' caused 11ot mere))' by 
senti1ne11tal attacl1111e11ts but }))' a catast1·opl1ic sense of tl1e loss of 

4SJ)i1 itual guida11ce e11tailed by tl1e })reak. Asl)Ur}1's ]our11al 11oted: 

'''\' l1e11 tl1e ti111e o( 1)arti11g ca111e, 111a11)1 
'\

1 ept as if t11ey 11ad lost tl1ei1· 
first-bon1 so11s. '"fl1e)1 a1)pea1·ed to })e i11 tl1e dee1)est distress, tl1i11ki11g, 
as I SUj)pose, tl1ey sllould 11ot see tl1e faces of tl1e E11glisl1 1)reachers 
all)' 1nore. '"I"'l1is 'vas sucl1 a 1)a1~ti11g as I 11e\1er sa\v l)efore." 56 Perl1aps 
\Ve sl1ou1d \1ie,\r tl1e occasio11 alsc> tl1ro11gl1 tl1e eyes of 011e of those san1e 
11ati\re 1)reacl1ers, 'i\' illiar11 \!\Tatters: ''I 11e\1er sa'v so affecting a scene at 

tl1e 1)arti11g of tl1e JJreacl1ers ])efore. Our l1earts ''1ere k11it togetl1er as 
tl1e l1earts of J)a\1id at1d Jo11atl1a11, a11d 've \Vere obliged to use great 
viole11ce to our feeli11gs in tea14 i11g oursel\res asu11der. T11is 'vas the 
last t.i1ne I C\1er sa'v Ill)' \'Cf)' 'vortll)' friends a11d fatl1ers, Ra11ki11 a11d 
Sl1adford." 57 

Tl1e last t'\1 0 )1ea1-s }1ad seen an even greater s''1 i11g to t11e Soutl1 in 
tl1e expansion of l\1etl1odisn1. J)u1·ing i 775-6 a \\1ildfir,e re\'i\1al had 
S()read tl11·ough 1nucl1 of \Ti1·gi11ia, spilli11g O\'Cr i11to Nortl1 Carolina, 
so tl1at ])y this ti111e t'\70-t11irds of tl1e American 1\1et11odists lived ,..,itl1

52. Gatch, ~IS ~1inutes (1777). 
53. }.1inutes (English), I, 88, 110, 116, 121. 

54. Gatch, ~1S ~1inutes (1777); cf. ''\7attcrs, op. cit., pp. 73-4. 
55. Ibid. 
56. Asbury, Journal, I, 239. 
57. ''\7atters, op. cit., p. 57. 
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in t11e 01·bit of tl1e e\1a11gelical clerg)'111a11, tl1e lleve1·end Devereux 

Jarratt.58 Jarratt l1a,d co-operated l1eartil)1 \Vitl1 Il.obert '\'illiL1111s a11cl 
l1is colleagues because l1e \\ras ass tired tl1a t Iike tl1ei1· fot111der tl1C)' 
'',\1ere t1·ue 111e1nbers of tl1e Cl1 urcl1 of E11g·Ia11d," ,,·}1ose ''desig11 \Vas 

to build UJ) a11d 11ot to di\ride tl1e cl1urcl1." 59 George Sl1adford SJ)Oll

sored a 1)etitio11 t,o tl1e Ge11eral Con\1e11tio11 at \\1illian1sburg to clis

sociate tl1e ~1ethodists f1·om tl1e 13a1)tists, 1)ointi11g Ollt tl1at t l1e)' 'vere 
"11ot Disse11ters, })ut a Religious Societ)' i11 co111111u11io11 '\1itl1 tl1'e 
Cl1urcl1 of E11g·la11d." 60 Like 111a11y of \\Tesle)''s A11glica11 colleagues, 
Jarratt e\re11 agreed to attend tl1e delilJe1·atio11s of t11e ~1etl1odists' 1Co11
fe1·ence. 61 \i\Tilliarns l1i111self died before tl1e re\1i\1a l reacl1ed. its cli111ax, 
l)ut his task '\1as eagerly take11 UJ) }))' Sl1adford, a11d (so111e,vl1at less 

eagerl)') by Ila11ki11.62 

l~he \ Tirgi11ia re,,i,1al added to tl1e di111e11sio11s of l\fetl1odist oppo1·

tunit)', but also of the difficult)', especiall)' as tl1e l~J)isco1)al clerg)' ,vJ10 
'rere tl1eo1·eticall)1 needed to ad111i11ister t11e sac1·a111e11ts to letl1odists 

'\rere i11 increasi11gly sl1ort Sll})J)l)1-or i11 i11c1·easi11gly l1otter 'vater ''1 itl1 
libert}'-1ni11ded A111erica11s. After lengtll)' discussio11 of tl1e 1)rOIJle111 
the 1nen1bers of t11e 1777 Co11fere11ce u 11a11i111ousl)' agreed 11ot tl1e111
se] ,,es to begi11 ad111i11isteri11g, })ttt ''to la)' it over for tl1e deter111i

11ation of tl1e 11ext Co11ference." 63 \Vl1e11 tl1at Co11fere11ce ca111e rou11d 
AsbUT)' l1ad prude11tl)' but sadl)' go11e i11to se111i-1·etire1ne11t i11 Dela
'vare until l1is '\'a)' sl1ould OJ)e11 up for a fLtller itinera11c}1-tl1ot1gl1 at 
least he 11ad re111ai11ed in A111erica to do '''l1at little l1e cot1ld. Upo11 
tl1e committee, therefore, 'vas tl1ro,v11 tl1e respo11silJilit)1 of guidi11g 
affairs at tl1e Leesl)u1·g Co11fere11ce. \\Tatte1·s l·e1)orts: ''I-fa\1i11g 110 old 

J)reachers 'vitl1 us, 've 've1·e as or1)I1a11s be1·eft of ou1· S})i1·itl1al 1)are11ts, 
a11d thougl1 you11g a11d u11experienced to tra11sact tl1e busi11ess of co11
fere11ce, )'Ct the I~o1·d looked graciously UJ)Oll us, a11d l1ad tl1e up-

1)ern1ost seats in all Ollr l1ea1·ts, a11d of course i11 ou1~ i11eeti11g. s tl1e 

co11sideratio11 of 011r ad ministeri11g tl1e ordi11a11ces [\\1asJ at tl1e last 
conference laid O\'er till this, it of course ca111e 011 a11d fou11d 111an}' ad

vocates. It '"as '"ith consideralJle diffic11lt)' tl1at a large 111ajorit)1 "\\1as 

58. Lee, Short Jlistory, pp. 51-g; Gc,,•ehr, op. cit., ·pp. 138-66. 

59· Devereux Jarratt, The J... ife of the Reverend Devereux ]a1~·a tt, p. 108. 


60. s,,•ect, 1'irgiTJia J.1ethodism, pp. 76-7· 
61. Asbury, Journal, I, i78. 
62. Ge\\•chr, op. cit., pp. 147-5j; I..cc, Short Jiistor)', 1)p. 57-8. 
63. '\1atters, op. cit., p. 57. 
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pre\1ailed 011 to la)' it 0\1er agai11, ti11 tl1e next c:o11fere11ce, l1opi11g tl1at 
l\1e sl1ot1ld b)' tl1en lJe alJle to see otir 'Va)' 111ore clear i11 so i1n1Jorta11t 
a cl1a11ge.,, 64 

1~01· tl1e i 779 Co11fere11ce a JJreparato1·)1 111e,eti11g 'vas l1eld at Judge 
Tl1on1as '"' hite's i11 Dela,va1·e, 111ai11l)' fo1· tl1e co11\re11ie11ce of Asbury, 
'vl1ose l1eadquarters tl1is '\'as. \i\Tillia111 \\Tatters ca111e i11 tl1e hope of 
j)Crsuadi11g AslJtll')' to atte11cl tl1e regt1lar Co11fere11ce pla1111ed to 111eet 
i11 Flt1\1a1111a, \Tirg·i11ia, bt1t 'vitl1c)t1t success. AsbL1ry a11d t11ose of tl1e 
Nortl1er11 circuits felt it u11,vise to court da11g·er to t11eir cause b)' go
i11g i11to \ Tirgi11ia, a11d \\Tatte1·s '\'as de1Juted to carr)' tl1eir gi·eeti11gs 
ancl OJJi11io11s. 'i\Tl1e11 t}1e 11101·e 11u111erous Soutl1e1·11 1Jret11re11 111et at 
the aJJ(JOi11ted ti111e tl1e)' '\'ere i11cli11ecl to regard tl1is JJreli111i11ary 
gatheri11g as a co11spiraC)' to clefe,1t tl1eir j)OSitio11 ()11 tl1e sacra111e11tal is
sue, a11d acc<)rdi11gl)1reft1sed to e11clorse tl1e 1 r ortl1e1·11 pro1Jositio11 tl1at, 
i11 sL1ccessio11 to Ra11ki11, J\sbur)' sl1ould lJe regarded as "Ge11eral As
sistar1t i11 Ai11erica." Clai111i11g tl1at ''t11e E1Jisco1)al l~stablisl1111e11t is 
no,\1 dissol\1ed, a11d tl1erefo1·e i11 al111ost all ot1r circuits the 111e1nbers 
a1~e 'vitl1out tl1e ordi11a11ces, 1 tl1e)' ap1Joi11ted a presbyter)' of tl1ree' 

JJreacl1ers to ordain tl1e111se],,es a11d t11e otl1ers i11 order t11at tlle)' 111igl1t 
(1t1ly ad111i11ister tl1e sacra111e11ts. 111teresti11gl)1 e110L1gl1, tl1is sa111e grOUJJ 
'vl1icl1 tht1s 111ade a dari11g ecclesiastical i11110\1atio11 'vas extremely 
co11ser\rati,,e i11 otl1er 'va)'S, reinforci11g tl1e autl1orit)' of tl1e Assista11t 
i11 eacl1 circuit, and ii1sisti11g tl1at tl1e local JJreacl1ers a11d exl1orters 
sl1ould 11ot get out of li11e. TJ1at 1esso11 at least tl1e)' 11ad '\'ell learned 
fro111 tl1e Britis11 iti11era11ts, a11d t11e ordi11ati(JJ1 pro1Josals 'vere con
sidered as careft1lly and pra)1erfull)1 as e\1e11 ] 01111 ' '' esle)' could l1a\1e 
'visl1ed-tl1ot1gl1 l1e could l1ardl)1 ha\1e agreed 'vith tl1e co11clusions 
i·eached.65 

'"'atte1·s' cl1ief i·easo11 fo1· atte11di11g botl1 co11fere11ces '\'as his fear 
tl1at if ste})S 'vere take11 to ad1ni11ister tl1e sacra111e11ts ' 'a11 e11tire di
\1isio11" i11igl1t restilt.66 Othe1·s also '\1ere a11xiot1s to preve11t tl1is. 111 
1780 N ortl1ern 1)reacl1ers agai11 l1eld a se1Jarate Co11fere11ce, ,vJ1ich 011 
tl1is occasio11 'vas atte11ded 11ot onl)1 by '\7atters but b)1 t'\'O of tl1e 
ordai11i11g }Jresb)'tery of tl1e soL1tl1, Pl1ili(J Gatcl1 a11d Reube11 Ellis. 
Asbur)' a11d l1is colleagues 'vere ada1na11t tl1at onl)' tl1e co1111Jlete ces
satio11 of ad111i11ist1·atio11 o[ the sacra111e11ts coulcl JJre\1ent a scl1is1n be

64. ]bid ., pp. 68-g. 
65. Gatch , 1\1 1\1 inutcs (1779), pp. 9-11; cf. 'Vatters, op. cit., pp. 73-4. 
66. '\1atters, op. cit.., pp. 71 - 2. 
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t\veen the 1 Tortl1er11 and Sot1tl1'ern l\letl1odists. Asbur)', Garrettson, 

and '\Tatters \Vere asked to attend t11e Sou tl1er11 Co11fere11ce to 1)rese11t 
tl1is point of \ 1ie,v. Tl1e t1lti1natt1n1 i11 fact see111ed to l1a1·cle11 t11e isst1e. 

Ai1cl tl1en sudde11ly tl1e matter ''ras resol\1ed by Asbur)1's suggestion 
tl1at 11is bretl1re11 sl1ot1lcl si1npl)r st1spe11d ad111i11ist1·atio11 for 011e )'Car. 
Tl1is first delay led to otl1ers, a11d 111atters stc)od i11 pretty 111ucl1 the 

sa1ne positio11 ''1l1en tl1e 1var e11ded i11 i 783. sbur)' a11d. otl1ers urged 
upon '"' esle)' tl1at it "\Vas no\v tip to 11i111 to l1el l) tl1e111 ot1t of tl1eir 

dilemn1a. 

\i\THATCOAT A TD \ fASE'\1 

It \Vas at tl1is stage, after a decade's ei1fo1·ced delay, tl1at '"' esle)' sent 
0\1er his last pair of iti11era11ts, Ricl1ard '"' l1atcoat ai1d Tl101nas \Tasey. 
Eacl1 "\Vas older tl1a11 aJ1)' of 11is 1)1·edecessors. ' ' asC)' l1ad bee11 born in 
tl1e sa111e )'ear as Asf)Ur)', a11d "\vas 110\\1 11eari11g fort)', 11a\1i11g lJeen an 
iti11era11t £01· i1i11e )'ears. '\Tl1atcoat \\7as fort)1-eigl1t, a11d 11a(l been an 
itinera11t for sixtee11 )'Cars, and freqL1e11tl)1 a11 Assistant. He ,,,as re

garded by '"' esley as a11 ad1nirable successor to Asbui·)' as Ge11eral 
Assista11t, a11d e\1e11tuall)7 like l1i111 ''ras i11 fact ele\ratcd to tl1e A111eri
ca11 11etl1odist e1)iscopaC)'· Tl1ese ine11 '\1ere t11e first exen11)Iars of tl1e 
precious gift of Holy Orders so 1011g i1111)atie11tl)7 a\\raited b)' A111erican 
l\1etl1odisn1, a11d tl1ey assisted Dr. T110111as Coke i11 ordai11i11g J\slJt1ry. 
Tl1rougl1 t11ese )'ea1·s of 'vaiting, 110,ve\1e1·, A f)ury 11acl gro,\111 steadily 
i11 stature a111011g J1is A111erica11 colleagt1es, as tile)' l1ad i11 11is e)'es 
(l1el1)ed partly by t11e trai11ing \\1l1icl1 11e slrO\'C to fur11isl1) , so tl1at 
'vl1e11 t11e time can1e l1e refused \1icarious ordi11atio11 £1·0111 '\' esle)1's 
11a11ds alo11e, but sougl1t a11d recei\1ed tl1e i11a11date of tl1e A111erica11 
iti11erants. T11t1s '''as ])orr1 a cl111rcl1 wl1icl1 11ad ])ee11 stra11gely 1)re
sen1ed to n1ake tl1e ])est of t\vo 'vorl ds, the old a11d tl1e 11e,v, t11e e1)is
co1)al a11d tl1e 1)1·esf))1teria11, of ordered '''orsl1ip a11d re\1i\1al n1eeti11g, 
of cit)' a11d fro11 tier. 

In a se11se, 110\\1e\1er, Asbur)1's ordinatio11 a11d tl1e official setti11g up 
of the l\1.et11odist E1)iscopal Cl1urcl1 i11 1784 \4.rere 0111)1 tl1e ici11g 011 
tl1e cake. l""l1e 111ai11 task l1acl ])ee11 acco1111Jli l1ed b)' tl1ose eigl1t 1)io
11eer preacl1ers ratl1er tl1an b)' tl1eir t\vo })elated successors. It is t1·ue, 
as 'i\' illian1 'i\1an·e11 s,veet 11as j)Oi11ted ot1t, t11at t11e de1)arture of tl1e 
British itinera11ts to lea\1e tl1e \vork i11 tl1e 11a11ds of 11ati\1e 1)reacl1e1·s 
can hardly be 1·egretted; it \\1as one of tl1e })etter b)'-1)1·oducts of tl1e 
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sad conflict between a repressive mother country and a vigorous, 
virile, colony. It is doubtful, however, whether their return home 
should be described as an ''unmixed blessing." 67 It was certainly not 
so regarded by the native preachers themselves. Another important 
point must be made. Although American Methodism had not been 
unduly hurt by the withdrawal of the British preachers, especially as 
they regretfully left Asbury behind, it would have been immeasurably 
hurt had they never come. They came with a purpose; they fulfilled 
that purpose, and they left, albeit sooner than either Wesley or they 
had intended, and under far different circumstances from those that 
any of them would have wished. 

They had fulfilled their purpose. The first decade of the Method
ist Societies in America constituted the period of securing church 
order, the second that of securing Holy Orders. Had the American 
Methodists been without the oversight of Wesley's delegates in either 
quest Methodism would not have developed along the same lines 
that it did, and one suspects that it might have evaporated into a 
formless and dwindling revivalist sect. Not that the actual Methodist 
discipline in all its d~tails so earnestly inculcated by Boardman and 
Pilmore and their later colleagues was all that important in itself. A 
living organism needs periodically to discard its tissue that it may be 
renewed, needs also to adapt itself to differing environments. Many 
of the prominent features of early Methodism, both in Britain and 
America, became outmoded, notably the early morning services, the 
love-feasts, the class-tickets (at least in America), and even the class
meeting itself. The chief value of the work and witness of the early 
British itinerants was that they helped to ensure that the scattered 
American Methodist societies did indeed learn to function as part of 
a living organism, a connectional unity, instead of developing at 
random. The Methodist Episcopal Church, for all its seeming dis
sociation from Wesley's British Methodist societies, was in fact their 
vigorous extension into a new area and a new era, and owed a great 
debt to those agents of his who struggled against prejudice and perse
cution to help set it on its feet. 

&J. Sweet, Religion on the American Ff'ontier, IV, !J6. 




7. FRA JCIS ASBURY-JOI-IN \'\TE L .EY'S 

EPISCOPAL APPIZENrl~ICE 

011 \\Tednesda)' Se1)te111ber 4, 1771, l~ra11cis Asl)ury, 'vl10 11ad cele
brated his t've11ty-sixtl1 birtl1day 0111)' t\\ o '\'eeks earlier, e111l)arked 
for Ai11'erica at tl1e ti1 l)' })Ort of l)il l i1ea14 13ristol, 01)e11 i11g a 11e'\T 
chai)ter i11 l1is o'v11 life a11d tl1at of tl1e Cl1ristia11 Cl1urcl1. Afte1· a ''reek 
lie 'vas st1fficien tl )' reco\1erecl fro111 tl1e de\1asta tio11s of seasick11ess to 
set do,,111 in l1is fresl1l)' begu11 ]our11al a fe''' re\1eali11g tl1ougl1ts: 
"\t\TI1 itl1er a111 I g·oi11g? To tl1e T e'v '"'orld. \ \TJ1at to do? 1."'o gai11 
l1011our? To, if I k11o'v Ill)' O\Vll l1eart. !""'o get 111011ey? 1 To. I a1n goi11g 
to li\1e to God, a11d to })ri11g otl1ers so to do.... 1-11e })eO[)le God 0''111s 
i11 E11gla11d are tl1e !\1.etl1odists. 1""'11e doctri11es tl1e)' preacl1, ai1d tl1e 
disci1)li11e tile)' e11fo1·ce arc, I lJelie\1e, tl1e }Jurest of a11y 1)eople 110''' 
i11 tl1e ''rorld.... Jf God does 11ot ack110\v)edge 111e i11 Ai11e1·ica, I 'vill 
soo11 retu1·11 to l~11gla11d." 1 

1""'11ere is 11ot tl1e sligl1test doul)t tl1at AslJur)' did i11deed sail for 
A111erica 11ot out of: di conte11t, 11ot urged 011 b)' a 1·estless '\'a11derlust, 
11ot })ecko11ed b)1 a1nbitio11 01· '''ealtl1, bt1t 1)ri111a1·il)' as a11 e\1a11gelist
''to li,,e to God, a11d to bri11g otl1ers so to do." ).'et u11like 111an)' eva11
gelists l1e \Vas 110 fTee la11ce, 110 e111otio11al tub-tl1u1111)er. l""'c) 11i111 lJotl1 
doctrine a11d disci1)li11e 've1·e esse11tial to 11is 1)ri1nar)1 task: l1e sougl1t 
to i11troduce 111e11 11ot 0111)' to co11,,ersio11 lJut to Cl1ristia11 fello,vsl1i1), 
to cl1urcl1 ai1d sacra111e11t. A11d 11e '"as co11\1i11ced tl1at tl1e })est '\'a)' to 
do tl1is '\1as by tl1e 1)r0\1ed 111etl1ods of l\1et l1odis111. God 11ad used 
'\1esle)' a11d 11is 1)1·eacl1ers greatl)' i11 I~11gla11d; if Asl)u1·)' '\1ere 11ot used 
to sin1ilar good 1)urpose i11 Ainerica, 11e 'vas 1·esolved to rett1r11 l10111e. 
E11gla11d '''as 11ot 111erel)' l1is 1Jirtl11)lace; it '\'as l1is trai11i11g-g·rou11d for 
e\1a11gelis111. J01111 't\' esl e)' '''as 11ot 0111)1 a great leader '\1110 l1ad recog
nized }'Ou11g Fra11k's j)Ote11tial; J1e '\1as 11is tl1tor i11 e\1a11gelis111 a11d 
church1na11sl1ip. AsbLlr)' '''as 11ot si111pl)1 011e of: '''esle)1's preacl1ers 
'''ho '"as 1)e1·1nitted to lea\1e tl1e 110111cla11cl for a11 O\'erseas \1e11ture, but 
one 'vl1ose total 1et11odist ex1)erie11ce 'vas to })e focused 011 111aki11g 
tl1at \1entt1re f1·t1itful, e\1e11 to tl1e j)Oi11t of fou11di11g a 11e'\' cl1urcl1 

Deli\crcd at the Francis Asbury Bicentennial Celebration, Lake Junaluska, T.C., Sept. 
4 I 1971 • 

1. Asbury, Journal, 1, 4-5. 



a11d becomi11g its leading l)ishop. He 'vas Jol1n "'\!\Tesle)''s episcopal 

.

appre11 t1ce. 
T11e first 011e-third of Asbur)''s life tl1erefore deser\'es closer stud)' 

tl1an tl1e )'Out]1ft1l })ackgrot111d of inail)' i111111igra11ts. 1~11glisl1 ~1eth

odis111 u11der J01111 "'\i\Tesl e)' not 0111 )' for111ed the backdro1) agai 11st 
,.vJ1icl1 Asl)t11·)''s gifts i11att1red, })tlt 'vas '"T0\1e11 i11to tl1e fabric of his 
tl1ougl1t and ecclesiastical practice. Altl1oug!.1 e're11tually l1e rebelled 
agai11st tl1e co11trol of J\111erica11 l\ietl1odis1n. by tl1e dista11t a11d agi11g 
l1a11d of: \i\'esle)', tl1at l1a11d had bee11 effecti\1el)1 at 'vork guiding l1is 
O\\TI1 early trai11i11g, t111til l1e reacl1ed tl1e stage '\vl1e11 i11 01·der to ful
fil "'\i\Tesle)''s S()iritual ideals l1e felt co1n1)elled to sl1ake off "'\\7esle)1's 
restrai11ts. 

CI-Ill..l)H001) 1\ND ·~f'OU1"'H 

Asbur)1's earl)' for1nati,1e )'ears ,v,ere s1)e11t a111011g a cluster of sn1all 
Staffordsl1ire to'\v11s ancl ' 'illages 011 tl1e 'vester11 fri11ges of l3ir111i11g
l1an1, i~a1)idl)' ear11i11g for tl1e1nsel\1es tl1e 11a111e of tl1e "}~lack Cou11tr)1" 

beca tise of i 11dtis tries associated 'vi t}1 coal, iro11, a11d e\1er1tual ly steel. 
1et11odis111 gai11ed a stro11g footing i11 t11e area, as it did in 111ost of 

tJie t111dercl1urcl1ecl 1·egio11s 111ost st1l)ject to tl1e '"1orst tur111oils of tl1e 
Industrial Re\1ol L1 tio11. 1"'}1 is i11 spite of ' 'igorous i)ersecu tio11, of 'vl1icl1 
tl1e \\Ted11eslJt1r)1 ri<>ts of 1743 1nerely co11stitt1te the })est k110,v11 ex
a111ple-tl1e sa111e ki11d of thi11g co11ti11ued j)Oradicall)1 fo1· a g·e11era
tio11. 1"'11e l\1 etl1odists adjusted so 'vell to t}1eir rougl1 en,1 iro11n1e11t, 
110,ve\'er, tl1at at l~radley tl1ey e'1e11 j)ersuaded tl1e local iro11111aster to 
bt1ild tl1e111 ai1 iro11 pul1)it, 'vl1ich still sur,,i,1es.2 1ost of tl1e \1illages 
11a\1e ))ee11 S''\1alJo,ved up }))' tl1e to,,·11s, a11d e\'e11 the to,v11s are llO'v 
i11disti11guisl1able fro111 tl1e 111etro1)olita11 SJ)ra,vl of Bir1ningl1a111.3 

,O,vi11g so 111t1,cl1 to his O\\r11 111ar\1el ous motl1er, Susa1111a "'\Vesle)', tl1e 
fou11der of l\1etl1odis1n co11sta11 tly t1rged tl1e in11)orta11ce of rel igio11 
i11 t11e ho111e, ai1d for l\1et11odists CJ1ristia11ity ''1as 11e\1er a tl1i11g of 
Su11da)1 a11d t11e parisl1 cl1urcl1 0111)'· ) ' ou11g l~ra11cis Asl)ury 'vas blessed 
in co111i11g to st1cl1 a l10111e, JJOor i11 tnaterial t11i11gs, but ricl1 in tl1e 
spiritt1al at111os1)l1ere created a11d 1nai11tai11ed b)' l1is i11other. He 'vas 
})or11 i11 Ha11ds'"1orth 11ear l3ir1ningl1a111 011 August 20 01· 21, i745, 

2 . :Frank Baker~ The /l.1ethodist Pilg1·i1n in England, p. 77; lJ'HS, J\' , 200. 

3. See '\1• C. Sheldon, "The lAndn1arks of Bishop Asbury's Childhood and \ 'outh," 
Pl)· 97- 103. 



t'vo )'ears after t11e a11ti-l\1etl1odist 1·iots at '\Ted11eslJUIJ1-about four 
miles fro111 his birtl1place-l1ad left bitter 111e111ories of sl1attered 
hon1es, looted fu1·11isl1ings a11d sl101)goods, bruised a11d broke11 bodies, 
miscarriage arid ra1Je. Asbur)' i11t1st l1a\1e bee11 sl10,v11 son1e of tl1,e 
hacked J)ieccs of fur11itl1re preser\1ecl fcJr a ce11tury a11d 111ore as sou
ve11irs l>y tl1e cot1rageous J\1Ietl1odists a11d tl1eir clesce11cla11ts. 

Jose1)l1 Asl)tlr)', l1is fatl1er, '\Vas "e1111Jll>)'ecl as a far111er ai1d garde11er 
b)' t11e t\vo 1·icl1est f.a111ilies i11 tl1e 1)arisl1," t11e '\T)'1"1 e)'S of 1-Iai11stead 
Hall a11d tl1e Got1gl1s of p ,err)' Hall.4 U11fortu11atel)' 11e 'vas u11tl1rif:t)', 
as '"ell as careless about religion, \\1l1icl1 tl1re'v a l1ea\1ier bu1·de11 011 
his ,,,ife l~lizal)etl1, a desce11da11t of a11 "a11cie11t a11d 1·es1Jectal)le" 

'i\7elsl1 fa111il )' 11a111ed Rogers. Elizal)etl1 l)lll") ' \\'as about tl1irt)' )'ears 
old \\1l1e11 f)ab)' l~ra11cis \\'as 1Jor11, 11er }1usl)at1d a little older. 1"'11eir 
0111)1 ot11er cl1ild, l)aptized Saral1 011 l\1a)' 3, 1743, died soo11 after J1er 
fift11 birtl1day, a11d \\1as })uried i11 J-Ia11d 'vo1·tl1 )Jarisl1 cl111rcl1)1ard 011 
l\la)' 28, 1748. 1~ra11cis Asbury S})eaks of l1is ''lo\1 ely sister," l>ut bei11g 

not )1et tl1ree \vl1e11 sl1e died l1e co111c1 l1ardl)' re111e1nl)er l1er 'veil. 
l Te,rertl1eless 11e o'ved 1nucl1 to J1e1·, for ]1cr deatl1 tl1re,\1 J1is 111otl1e1· 
u1Jo11 tl1e resources of religio11. A fa111il)' t1·aditio11 tells of a \1ision l)e

fore l1is birtl1 i11 \\1l1icl1 it '\1as re\1ealed to l~ l iza lJetl1 AslJUl")' tl1at J1e1· 
cl1ild 'vould be a bO)', a11d tl1at l1e \vould beco111e a great l·el igious 
leader. Sl1e de\1oted l1erself ,,·}10Jel1eartedl)' to tl1e 1·ealizatio11 of: that 
drea111. lf Sl1sa1111a '\Tesley 'va ''tl1e 1ot11er of: i\1etl1odis111," tl1e11 
Elizabetl1 Asf)Ur)' 111a)' la)' clai111 to bei11g ''tl1e l\1otl1er of A111erican 
l\1etl1odis111." 11er co11 ta11t 1·eadi11g of 1·eligiot1s f)ooks exercised a 
stra11ge f:asci11atio11 o\rer )'Ou11g· l~ra11cis, a11d i11 late1· )'ears l1e retai11ed 
a ,,i,ricl })icture of 11er sta11di11g "l)y cl large \\1i11dO\\T ]JOri11g 0\1e1~ cl book 
for l1ours togetl1er." 5 

Tl1is \\rould Sl1rel )' lJe in tl1e cottage 011 1 C\Vto11 lloacl i11 tl1e parisl1 
of Great Barr, to \\'l1icl1 t11e fa111il)' 1no\1ed \\1l1e11 slJtlr)' \Vas till a 
)'Oung c11ild. His actt1al lJirtl11)Iace (11ear tl1e JJrese11t rail\Va)' statio11) 
at Hamstead \\1as lo11g ago sacrificed to 111oder11 1)rogi·ess. 1-Iis cl1ild
hood ho111e. l10,ve\1er. so inucl1 1no1·e i1111Jorta11t i11 l1is de\1elo1J111e11t11 

4. Asbury, ]ourtzal, J, 720. This is fron1 Asbury's longest autobiographical account 
of his )OUlh, in crted under the date July 19, 1792 (pp. 720-2); another is inserted in 
his jou1nal for July 18, 1774 (I, 123-5), and another b1ief u1nn1ary on Aug. 24, 1794 
(II, 43). Cf. al o, for sorne )OU thful 1nen1ories, Robert J. Bull, "John 'Vesley Bond's 
Rerniniscences of Jirancis Asbu11·," pp. 3-33. 13ccause of i1npcrfect recollection these 
(and still other) accounts are difficult to recon< ilc '\'ith each other in son1e details, thougl1 
they agree in outline. Cf. ll' HS, Xl I, 99-1 oo. 

5. I bid., I , 720. 
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still stands, a small green oasis in Birmingham's concrete desert, lifted 
above the noisy bustle of the arterial road beside which it rests. While 
still very young Francis was sent to school, apparently at Snails Green, 
his parents paying a shilling a week for his tuition. By the time he was 
six he could read his Bible, and ''greatly delighted in the historical 
part of it." Such a student was he that he "would pry into the Bible 
by twinkling firelight," though rebuked by his mother: ''Frank, you 
will spoil your eyes!'' It was one of the joys of this other Frank who 
now writes to sit in that same ingle-nook in 1970, as two hundred 
American Methodists made pilgrimage to the restored cottage with 
its simple furnishing, and tried to visualize that serious young boy 
whom his playmates aptly nicknamed ''Methodist parson." 6 

Adolescence was not kind to the young boy. An abortive spiritual 
conflict when he was twelve was combined with cruel beatings at 
school, so that his father reluctantly removed him from that place of 
terror when he l\'as about thirteen. For a few months he became a 
servant ''in one of the wealthiest and most ungodly families'' in the 
parish, where his early religious tendencies and training were almost 
stifled. From this he was rescued at the age of thirteen and a half by 
being bound apprentice in a godly home where he ''was treated more 
like a son or an equal than an apprentice." For generations there has 
been speculation about the trade which he thus learnt, which he 
terms only ''a branch of business." In 1874 F. W. Briggs, in his Bishop 
Asbury, put forward as a fact his attractive theory that Asbury was 
apprenticed to a Methodist blacksmith, father of the iron-founder 
Henry Foxall, 'vho became a wealthy benefactor of American Meth
odism, building the first Foundery Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Washington, D.C. In default of hard evidence this theory filled the 
vacuum, and has been repeated so many times that it has almost come 
to be accepted as proven fact. British local historians, however, now 
point to much earlier documentary evidence claiming that Asbury 
was bound apprentice to John Griffin, whose trade was ''chape filing," 
i.e., making fittings for sword scabbards, belt buckles, bucket handles, 
and similar hardware. 7 

6. Ibid., I, 720-1. 
7. J. M. Day, brochure for the official reopening of the Asbury C.Ottage, ewton 

R.oad, Great Barr, ov. 17, 1957, p. 7, quoting a manuscript of the local historian, 
Joseph Reeves, dated 1834. (Sec also Methodist History, XI, o. 1 [Oct., 1971], 44.) This 
would add more point to one of Asbury's enquiries in 18ot, in a letter to John Rogen 
of Walsall: ..Is she that was Widow Griffin now living, and in what circumstances? And 



For some }'ears tl1e Asbur)' l101ne l1ad lJee11 a ce11ter for religious 
gatl1eri11gs.8 \\Then F1·a11cis 'vas al)Ot1t f.ot1rtee11 l1e gai11ed a 11e'v SJ)iri
tual i1npetus fro1n 011e of tl1eir 1·eligio11s ' 'isitors (11ot a 1\Ietl1odist) 
, .. 1ho111 1\1rs. Asbt1r}1 persuaded to take tl1e bO)' u11der 11is 'vi11g. 1-Ie for
sook the 111i11istratio11s of tl1e ''}J]i11d j)riest" (as A bur)' calls l1i111) at 
Great Barr 1)arisl1 cl1urcl1 for tl1e e\1a11gelic£1l }Jreacl1i11g spo11sored })y 

the Earl of Dart111outl1 at All Sai11ts' CJ1urcl1, '\'est Bro111,vicl1. He 
bega11 to ,del \1 e i11 to ser111011 I ite1·ature, es1)eciall )' tl1e '\1riti11gs of 
George \\Tl1itefield ai1d J01111 Ce1111ick, 'vl1icl1 so gri1)11ed l1is i11terest 
tl1at l1e , ..1a11ted to k11o'v inore about l\f etl1odis111. 011ce ag·ai11 l1is 
111other ser\red J1i111 'veil. She ad\1ised l1i111 to go O\'Cr to '\Ted11eslJur)1

, 

tl1,e focal })Oi11t of l\1et11odist '' 1 itness a11d 1)ersecutio11, still under 
tl1reat fr,0111 tl1e '''ol\1erl1an11Jto11 111ob, 'vl10 1vere ade1)t at destr0)1i11g 
1\letl1odist preacl1i11g-l1ouses.9 Tl1e de\1out e11tl1usias111 of tl1e '\1orshi1)
ers, their ,,·a1·111l1earted si11gi11g of l1)'tl111s, tl1eir extcn1pore }Jra)·ers and 
1)reacl1ing, i1111)ressed l1i111 greatly. Ile beca111e a l·egt1lar ' 'isitor. Here 
J1e l1eard i11atl)' of tl1e 1\1etl1odist leaders, i11cludi11g tl1e sai11tl)1 .Jol1n 
I•Ietcher, 'vl10 in 1760 becan1e \1 icar of 1adele)' i11 Sl1ropsl1ire, about 
tl\'e11t)1-:fi\1e 1niles to tl1e 11ortJ1,vest.10 I-le , ..,ould surel)' l1a\re })ee11 1)res
e11t 1rl1en Jol111 '\\1esle)' 1)reacl1ed i11 tl1e 11e1\' c11a1)el at '"'eclnesbur)', 
a 1)Iain, square buildi11g seati11g 350, 011 l\1a1·cl1 4, i 760.11 J)uri11g tl1e 
su1111ner of tl1at )'ear Alexa11de1· l\fatl1e1· ca111e to tl1e Staffordsl1ire Cir
cuit-the ex-})aker }Jreacl1er ,,,}10111 tl1i1·t)' )'ears later '"'esle)' 'vas to 
ordain as su1)eri11te11de11t £01· tl1e l~1·itisl1 fetl1odists afte1· I1is deatl1. 
U11der I\1at11er's fer,·e11t a1)1)eals Asbury ex1)erie11ced a. ne'v se11se of 
di\1i11e forgi,·e11ess, })OSsilJl)' du1·i11g 011e of tl1e })I"a)·er 111eeti11gs 111ai11
tai11ed by l\1rs. l\1atl1er. A fe,v 111011tl1s later, as l1e {Jra)1ed 1vitl1 a co111
1)a11ion i11 l1is f:atl1er's old bar11, l1e "experie11ced a 111arvelous display 
of tl1e grace of God, ''1 l1icl1 so111e 111igl1t tl1i11k 'vas ft1ll sa11ctification." 
1-Ie 'vas about sixtee11.12 

in \vhat station? 13e plea ed to \VTite me if she l1as religion" (Journal, III, 243). I;-or Foxall, 
see ll'esle)an J.fethodist J)1agazine, i824 , pp. 505-8, and llo1ner L. Calkin, "llenry I;-oxall," 
pp. 36-49. F. \'\1• Briggs, Bishop Asbu1)', J>p. io-12, n1akes I;-oxall aln1ost an adolesce11t 
contcn1porary of Asbury, '''hcreas he \vas born thirteen years later-his dates arc i758
1823. I;-oxall's journal a1>parently inentioncd no earl} links '''ilh Asbury hirnsclf, but 
only '' ith his mother. 

8. Asbury, ]our11al, III, i44; cf. JJ'HS, XXII, 123. 

g. Jackson, Early 1'1ethodist Preachers. JI, i81-3. 
10. AslJury, ]ou1·11al, I, 124. 

11. '\7esley, journal, I\', 367. 

i 2. Asbury, journal. I, 125; cf. Jackson, Early l\1ethodist J>reachers, II, i 79-81. 
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BEGINNINGS IN CHRISTIAN WITNESS 

Francis Asbury's first efforts at witnessing to his faith were made 
under his mother's guidance. Every two weeks she conducted a de
votional meeting for women, and took her son with her to read the 
Bible and announce the hymns. Francis records with a glint of humor 
-he was not entirely devoid of that saving grace: ''After I had been 
thus employed as a clerk for some time, the good sisters thought 
Frank might venture a word of exhortation. So, after reading, I would 
venture to expound and paraphrase a little on the portion read." 11 

Soon he began to conduct meetings at home, and also in the house of 
his great friend Edward Hand, of Sutton Coldfield. So impressed was 
Alexander Mather with the reports of the young man's gifts that while 
he was still only seventeen he was appointed leader of the first So
ciety Class at West Bromwich Heath.14 

This was, of course, a class for Christian fellowship rather than for 
teaching. Most of the t\\1enty members were young men of about his 
own age, including James Mayo, James Bayley, Thomas Russell, and 
Thomas and Jabez Ault. They clung together at the weekends. Some 
of them would walk over to Wednesbury every Sunday morning for 
the 5:00 A.M. Methodist preaching service, then on to All Saints at West 
Bromwich for the morning and afternoon Anglican worship, return
ing to Wednesbury for the Methodist evening service. They were 
loyal churchmen and loyal Methodists at the same time. The first 
meeting-place of Asbury's first little flock was in the home of Joseph 
Heywood. But in 1764 Bayley and Russell bought an unfinished 
building facing the Common, twenty-four feet square, and completed 
it, so that they had their own ''Society room." 15 Here services were 
held on Sundays at 8:00 A.M.-as if there weren't enough Sunday ser
vices for theml-the men sitting on one side of the central pillar and 
the women on the other, according to Wesley's instructions. To this 
room would come occasionally another of the fruits of Alexander 
Mather's Staffordshire ministry, Richarcl Whatcoat, nine years As
bury's senior, a class-leader and local preacher of Wednesbury, who 
was to become a brother bishop with him in America.18 

1~. J. B. Wakeley, The Heroes of Methodism, p. 24. 
14. H. H. Prince, The Romance of &rly Methodism in and around West Bromwich 

and Wednesbury, pp. 47, 84, etc. 
15. Ibid., pp. 55~. 
16. Jackson, Early Methodist Preachers, V, !11-15; d. Phoebus, Whatcoat, pp. g-13. 
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\i\The11 Asbu111 \Vas eigl1tee11 l1e l1i111 elf r ,ecei\'ed official status as a 

local preacl1er. His fi1·st pt1 lJl ic ser\'ice 'A,ras co11ducted at i\1a11\\TOods 
cottage 011 tl1e estate of tl1e Earl of Dart111outl1-tl1e sa111e I ..ord Dart
111outl1 ( 173 1-1801 ) \\1 l10 during tl1e first fe,\T )'ears of AslJUf)''s A111eri

can 111i11isti·)1 \\
1as Colo11ial SecretaT)' ( 177 2-5), greatl)' trollbled b)' tl1e 

restless spirit of i11depe11de11ce i11 tl1e 1\111erica11 colo11ies. L<)rcl ])art
n1out11 ,~.ras a regular '\'Orshiper at tl1e little 1et11odist cl1a1)el i11 

'\7ed11esb11ry, \vl1ere l1e st1rely '\1ot1ld l1a,,e i11et )'Ou11g l~ra11cis Asbury; 
'''l1e11 i11 tl1e chapel l1e encou1·aged l1i ~ te11a11ts, \vl10 \Vere accusto111ed 
to addressi11g l1i111 as ''1\1y Lord," to call 11i111 si1111)ly ''Brotl1er Dart

moutl1." Sta11di11g bel1i11d a cl1air i11 1a11,voods cottage as a )'Ou11g 
i11a11 of about eigl1tee11 Fra11cis sl)ury bega11 a 1)reacl1 i11g career of 

O\'er fifty )'ea1·s, \vl1icl1 'vas to ki1it togetl1er tl1e largest bra11cl1 of tl1e 

1\1et11odist fa1nil )' in tl1e ''101·Id. Let us 11ot 0\1ergla111orize tl1e lo\vl y 
begi11ni11gs of tl1is c1·aftsma11 1)reacl1e1·, 110,ve,,e1·. A11 E11glisl1 local 

preache1· \Vas neitl1e1· ''fish, 11or fo,vl, 11or good i·ed l1e1·1·i11g''-a 1ne1·e 
stopgap, u11trai11ed, u11lice11sed, u11orga11ized, l111re1nt111eratecJ, a11cl too 
ofte11 una1)preciated. sbury 11i111self tl1us su111s UJ) tl1e Jal)ors of tl1e 
fol}o,vi11g t\\TO or tl1ree )'ea1·s: ''Bel1olcl 111e 110\\T a loc<1l })ret:tcl1er! 1"'he 

l1un11Jle a11d 'villi11g ser\ra11t of an)' a11d C\'Cr)' preacl1e1· tl1at called 011 
n1e by i1ig·l1t orb)' da)'; lJei11g reacl)' 'vitl1 l1asty stCJ)S to go far ancl 'vide 
to do good, \risiti110- Derb)1sl1ire, Staffo1·dsl1ire, '\Tar,\1icksl1i1·e, \\Torces
tersl1ire, a11d i11deed a1111ost e\'CT)' 1)lace '''itl1i11 Ill)' i·ea,cl1, for tl1e sake 
of p1·ecious souls; preachi11g ge11erally tl1ree, fou1·, a11d fi\1e ti111es a 
'\Teek, and at tl1e sa111e ti111e j)Ursui11g Ill)' calli11g." 17 

' ''l1at i11 tl1ose da)'S l1e lacked ii1 culture 11e 111ade Uj) i11 zeal, a11d 
an old 1\1etl1odist at Sl1ottle 1·e111e111l)ered l1i111 }Jreacl1i11g i11 a far111
house tl1ere as ''a )'Outl1 11ot quite out of l1is 'tee11s, \\ri tl1 a ''oice like 
the roaring of a lion''l 18 E\1e11 tl1e11 l1e \vas sho,\1i11g a spirit of 111a1·ked 
i11depende11ce, ai1d a letter is preser\red i11 \\1l1ic]1 tl1e Assista11t or Sl1
()eri11tende11t p1·eacher in cl1a1·g,e of t11e circuit, '''illian1 Or1)e, felt 
constrai11ed to re111i11d tl1e )'Ou11g local 1)reacl1er tl1at l1e 'vas ex1)ected 
lO)'all)1 to fulfill l1is a1Jpoi11t111e11ts. 19 1"'11is does 11ot i111pl)' slack11ess, 
ho,\1e\1er. 011 most \\reekda)'S l1e \\1ould be UJJ at 4:00 A.~r. i11 order to 
finisl1 'vork so as to be able to atte11d 1et11odist gatl1eri11gs four or 

'\
1hen preacl1ing his funeral sermon Asbury said that he had kno,..·n ''\7hatcoat since he 

{Asbury) \\'as fourteen {ibid., p. 104). 

17. Asbury, journal, I, 722. 19. Asbury, Journal, III, 10. 

18. JJ'HS, X\'I, 76. 
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fi,,e 1niles dista11t, fro1n 'vl1icl1 11e so111eti111es did i1ot return until 111id
nigl1t-,~lalki11g botl1 'Va)1S. 011 Su11da)1S l1e 'vould ''hold 111eeti11gs" at 
tl1ree or fou1· difTere11t 1)laces-agai11 t1·a,reli11g 011 fo<Jt. 20 

1..1..INEilANl"' J>REACJ-iER 

During tl1e closi11g '''eeks of 1766 t11e t''re11t)·-one-)1ear-old AsbUl)' 
'\1as called U})011 to SUJ)j)l)' tl1e a1)1)oi11t111e11ts of tl1is sa111e 'i\' illian1 
Or1)e, 'vl10 'vas lJesieged }))' co1111Jlex 1)rOl)le111s botl1 '\1itl1i11 a11d '\1itl1
out tl1e circuit, ai1d shortl)' aftel\\'ards left tl1e iti11era11C)' altogetl1er.21 

T11is ex1)erie11ce 1)ro,·ed so st1ccessful t11at at tl1e e11sui11g Co11ferc11ce 
Asbu1·)1 '\'as ' 'ad111i tted 011 trial" as a11 i ti11era11t1)reacl1er, a11d aPJ)Oi11ted 
to tl1e Bedfo1·dsl1ire circuit as ''Hel})er" to Ja111es Glassbrook. 

(;Jass})rook 111erits n1ore tl1a11 a 1)assi11g· 111e11tio11, for l1e pla)1,ed a11 
i1n1)orta11t })art i11 i11itiati11g Asbur)' i11to tl1e cl1alle11g·es, t11e satisfac
tio11s, and t11e f1·ustratio11s of tl1e regular 1\1et11odist iti11era11C)', 'vhich 
l1e l1i111self left i11 a fe,v )'ears for tl1e Presb)1teria11 111i11istr)'· He l1ad 
bee11 'i\Tesle)'' s tra\1el i11g-co1111)a11i 011 011 se\'e1·a] occasio11s, a11d '\'Ould 
l1a\re 1nt1cl1 to tell AslJUl')', fro111 tl1e ti111e 'vl1e11 l1e 'vas left bel1i11d 011 
the I ...i,1er1)ool qua)' '\1 l1ile "\\7esle)' a11d t11e rest of tl1e 1)art)' set sail 
l1urriedl)' for Irela11d, to tl1c occasio11 ,,·}1e11 an lri 11 1nagistrate })roke 
l1is staff 011 Glassb1·ook's ar111 i11 1·e,re11ge for 1)rotecti11g '\Tesle)' fron1 
a i11ob "\vl1icl1 t11e n1agistrate 11i111self l1ad led. 11:e \\1 0uld describe l1is 
first co111i11g to Bedfordsl1ire i11 1766, tl1e deatl1 tl1e1·e of l1is )'Ou11g 
'vife, '\Tesley's ft111eral ser111011for11er, a11d l1is tours arot111d tl1e circt1it 
'vitl1 'i\'esle)', duri11g 011e of '''l1icl1 l1e 111t1st l1a\'e })leaded for a11 e11er
getic co1n1)a11io11 to l1el }) l1i1n build UJ) tl1e circt1it, ,,·hich i11cl tided 
1)arts of se\1eral 11eigl1bori11g cot111 ties a11d 111ost of 1 T01·tl1a1111)to11sl1 ire. 
Doubtless Glassbrook 1·e111e111bered )'Ou11g Asbur)', as a \1 igorous local 
preac11er ir1 Staffo1·dsl1ire '\1l1e11 l1e l1ad ser\red tl1ere fro111 i 7,65-6, and 
ina)' '\'ell l1a\1e asked for hirn SJ)ecifically. T11e t\ro 111e11 got 011 ''Tell 
togetl1er, a11d it \Vas a great jO)' to Asbury i11 later )ears to 111eet Glass
brook agai11 as a Presl))1 teria11111inister i11 Je,v Yo1·k, exclai111ing, ''Tl1e 
Lord be 'vitl1 l1in1 ai1d ])less l1in1!'' 22 

20. 1'1eth odist 1-Iistory , 1\' , No. 1 (Oct., 1965), 25. 
21. Asburv, ] ourna/, III, 543. Orpe actually continued to fulfill many of the major 

circuit responsibilities, such as atternpting to settle problems connected \\•ith ~1ethodist 
1)roperty in \Vcdncsbury and DarJaston, as is sho,vn by a series of letters to hin1 pre
scn cd by 11is descendants, transc1 ipts of '''hich are in n1y possession. 

22. I bid ., l, 540. 
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As an itinerant Asl)tlf)' really iti11eratecl, fro111 to,\111 to ' 1illage, fro111 

village to t0\\111, for a circuit of t'''O or tl1ree l1u11dred l11iles, IJreacl1i11g 
to grotlJ)S large a11d s111all: \1isiti11g fa111ilies botl1 l\1et11odist a11d 11011

l\fethodist; t1·)1i11g to orga11ize 11e'v societies-a11d to settle dis1J11tes in 
establisl1ed 011es; gratefull)1 accepti11g 'vl1ate\1er l1ospitalit)' '\'as of
fer,ed, 'vl1icl1 \1aried fro111 tl1e occasio11al l~picurea11 to tl1e i1or111al S1)a1·
ta11; and l1a1·dl)' e\re1· sleepi11g i11 tl1e sa111e bed (alo11g 'vit11 11u111erous 
ti11y co1111Ja11io11s) £01· t'vo st1ccessi\r,e 11igl1ts. A \1 aluable trai11ing
gi·ou11d i11deed £01· tl1e A111erica11 '\\rilcler11essI 

Tl1e 1768 Co11fere11ce at Bristol recei\1ed slJ111·)' i11to "I~ull Co11
11exio11," a11d accordi11g to i·esolutio11s }Jassed 1))' tl1e 1)recedi11g Co11
ference 11e sl1ould l1a\re bee11 1Jrese11t 011 tl1is occasio11, tl1ougl1 J1is 
earliest 111ajor biogra1)l1er, 1~. '\r. Briggs ('\vitl1 'v11at justificatio11 've 
do 11ot k110,v) clai111s t11at l1is first a11d last a1)1Jeara11ce at a11 1~11glish 

Conference '\'as i11 1771 .23 I-Ie \vas statio11ed tl1at )'Cai· i11 Colcl1este1·, 
or Essex, i11 sole cl1arge of tl1is 011e-111a11 ci1·cuit, tl1ougl1 l1e '\1a.s 11ot 
listed a1no11g t11e official list of Assista11ts. 1-Ie did 11ot sta)' 1011g i11 

Colcl1ester, l10,ve\1er. Like it or 11ot, 11e ,,·as a11 i ti11era11 t prcacl1e1·, 11ot 
only witlzi1i tl1e circuits, l)ut arrio11g tl1e111, a11d 111ust g·o 'vl1ere 11e 'vas 
se11 t, a11d '\1l1e11 l1e ,,~las se11t, l))' ,J01111 \!\Tesl C)', so111eti111es "\\1i t11 tl1e acl
\1ice of J1is se11ior iti11era11ts, so1neti111es 'vitl1out it, a11d occa io11all)1 

ag·ai11st it. A11d so afte1· a i11011tl1 01· t\\10 Asbur)' 'vas lifted out of Essex 
a11d sent to '"'iltsl1ire, to ser\'e u11der l1is £01·111e1· colleague i11 tl1e Staf
fordsl1ire Ci1·cuit, Nicl1olas l\1a1111ers. 011 Octobe1· 26 tl1at )'ea1· l1e 
''11·ote to l1is 1)are11ts l1is earliest letter to sur,,i,1e, assuri11g tl1e1n t11at 

altl1ougl1 he ''l1ad i10 cl1oice" i11 his a1Jpoi11t111e11t l1e 'vas "''er)' \veil 
conte11ted," t11at l1e 'vas ''i11 l1ealtl1 a11d stre11gtl1," and tl1at at least l1is 
"bread a11d 'vater" ,,·ere sure. I-le co11fessed to a sense of u11,vortl1i11ess 
fo1· l1is great task, but reassured l1is JJare11ts tl1at tl1is 'vas tl1e fulfil

n1ent of their 0'~'11 i·eligious trai11i11g of l1in1: ''I '' 1011der so111eti111es 
ho'v at1)1011e '\1ill sit to l1ear 1ne, l)ut t11e I.ord CO\'ers 111)' , ,veak11ess \vitl1 
l1is JJ0\\1er.... I trust )'OU \\1il1 be eaS)' and 111ore quiet. As for 111e, I 
k110''' \vhat I a111 called to. It is to gi,,e up a11, a11d to J1a\1e 111)' 11a11ds 
and l1eart in tl1e '''Ork, )'ea, t11e 11earest a11d dearest (1·ie11ds.... Let 
otl1ers co11den111 1ne as })eing 'vitl1out 11atural affectio11, as bei11g stulJ
born, disobedie11t to 1)are11ts, or Sa)7 ,\rl1at tl1e)' ()lease .... I )O\'e Ill)' 

parents a11d friends, but I lO\'e Ill)' God better a11d l1i er\rice.... A11d 

23. Briggs, AsbUT)', p. 21. Asbury also l1opcd to go to Conference in 1770; see his 
Journal, Ill, 8. 
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tho' I J1a\1 e gi'''e11 llJJ all, I do 11ot 1·epe11t, for 1 11a\'e found all." 24 

At tl1e 1769 1Co11ference \i\7esley se11t Asbur)' 011ce inore to tl1e Bed
fo1·dshire Circt1 it, t111der the su1)eri11te11de11C)' of ' ' t11at an1iable 111an, 
Ricl1a.rd H e11derso11," 'vl10 later retired £1·0111 tl1e iti11era11cy to estab
lisl1 a 'vell-co11dt1cted JJri\1ate aS)'lu111 at Bristol. Asbur)''s 0\\1n state
1ne11 t, tl1a t l1e 'vas ''c.t }JJ)Oi11 ted 1\ssista11 t i11 1ortl1a1111Jto11sl1 ire," im.1. 

JJl ies t11at l1e 'vas ,cJ1iefl)1 1·es1Jo11sible for tl1e 'vork i11 tl1at cou11ty, 
tl1ougl1 botl1 111e11 'vould iti11erate a1·ou11d tl1e '''l1ole of })otl1 cou11ties, 
H e11derso11 \Vi tl1 11 is l1eaclc1 uarters i11 l3edford, Asbt1r)' '\1ith 11 is in 
To'''cester, 1ortl1a11ts.25 Al t11ougl1 11e\rer official! y listed b)' \Vesley 
as a11 Assista11t i11 t11e Britisl1 '' 101·k, Asbu1·}' certai11ly k11e,,r £1·0111 per
so11al ex1)erie11ce tl1e }JrolJle111s a11d occasio11al re\\1a.rds of tl1at ad
1ni11istrati\1e burde11. 

1"'o,vards tl1e e11d of tJ1e Co11fere11ce )'ea1·, on July 20, 1770, 11e 
'vrote tc> l1is }Jare11ts: "I do I1<)t ex1Je,ct to sta)' 11ere a11otl1er )'ear. \i\Tl1e1~e 

I sl1all go I ca1111ot tell." 111 tl1ose da)'S it 'vas \1ery i·a1·e £01· all)' preacl1er, 
es1Jeciall)1 a ju11ior }Jreacl1er, to f)e aJJpoi11ted to a circuit for more 
tl1a11 011e )'ear at a ti111e, or for l1i111 to J1a\1e all)' idea ''1l1ere i11 fact he 
'\10L1ld lJe se11t; a11d sbu1·)' l1ad alread)1 s1)e11t t,,.o ter111s i11 Bedford
sl1ire, tl1ougl1 'vitl1 <:t )'ear i11ter\1e11i11g. ls 111ore i1111Jlied 11ere, ho,,ve\1e1·, 
tl1a11 a state111e11t of tl1is ob\1ious fact? 'l\' as 111erica already i11 his 
111i11d? It is fairl )' certai11 tl1at l1e l1ad read a cop)' of T110111as Taylor's 
letter a1J}Jeali11g· for 11el1J i11 A111erica, 'vl1icl1 '"'esley l1ad JJri11ted a11d 
circt1lated to tl1e Assista11ts,26 e\1e11 tl1011gl1 l1e 111a)' 11ot l1ave bee11 pres
e11t at tl1e i 769 Co11fere11ce a11d a111011g tl1ose 'vho tl1e11 \1olu11teered. 
Asf)ury's .Jt1ly 1770 letter to l1is JJare11ts co11tai11s otl1er 11i11ts t11at 11e 
'''as 11n ettled as to l1is 111ost fruitful field of ser\1ice. He '\ri·ote: ''Son1e
ti111es 1 JJlease J11)'Self tl1at I sl1all go l1ence a11d lea\1e tl1ese pa1·ts" 
a11d l1e 111ay ''rell l1a\re l1ad i11 111i11cl lea\ri11g E11gla11d rat11er t11a11 lea\'
ing Bedfordsl1i1~e.27 t tl1is ti1ne \\Tesle)' \vas seeki11g rei11force111ents 
for 13oard1na11 a11d l'il111ore, tl1ougl1 it see111ed u11st1ccessfull)1 28 

• 

111 fact at the 1770 Co11fere11ce Asl)ttry 'vas a}Jpoi11ted 011ce more to 
tl1e Soutl1 \i\' ilts11ire or alisl)ury Circuit, l1is place in Bedfordsl1ire 
bei11g taken by 11is old frie11d llicl1ard \ \Tl1atcoat. ' ' isio11s of a '"ider 
field of labor 110,v OJ)e11ed out 1nore clearl)' l)efore J1i1n. l~or six 1nonths 

24. Asbury, journal, III, 3-4. 26. ce above, chap. 5, espec. pp. 79-82. 
25 . Ibid ., I, 125, III, 6-8. 27. Asbury, j ournal, Ill, 8. 
28. \\'esley n1ay '"ell have made an appeal at the 1770 Conference, as lvell as ap· 

proaching preachers privately in advance. See pp. 91 - 2. 


http:Bedfordsl1i1~e.27
http:ortl1a11ts.25
http:Ricl1a.rd


l1e l1ad ''str,011g i11ti111atio11s" of a di\1 i11e call to 'vork overseas.29 It is 
jt1st j)Ossible tl1at tl1e ,decisio11 slo,vl)' cr)'Stal] izi11g· i11l1is1ni11d \Vas aided 
lJy 11is motl1er's desire to clise11ta11gle l1i111 fro111 a se11ti111e11tal attach
111e11t of \vl1icl1 tl1ere are l1i11ts-tl1e 011e gossa111er tl1read of ''ro111a11ce" 
i11 his life. 1ail)' 'vo111e11 certai11l)' fou11d })otl111i111 a11d tl1e gla1110L11~ of 
l1is calli11g stra11g·ely attracti\1e-,vitness tl1e "fot1r aff:ectio11atc sisters" 
'"110 '"rote to l1is 1notl1er f1·0111 l3asi11gstoke i11 tl1e alisbury Circt1it i11 
August, i 771, 1)rotesti11g about J1is g·oi11g to inerica '\1itl1out biddi11g 
t11e111 goodlJ)'C, a11d aski11g to IJe ke.pt i11 toL1cl1 'vitl1 J1i1n.30 

At tl1e ])ristol Co11fere11ce i11 I 771 tl1e cl1alle11ge-a11d tl1e 01)JJ01·
tu11i t)'-can1e: ''Our f)retl11·e11 i11 A111erica call aloud fo1· l1el1)," said 
'\1esl e)', '''\TJ10 ai·e '''iiIi11g to go o\rer a11d J1el }J tl1e111 ?" slJLl l")' offe1·,ed 
11i111self, a11cl rejc>iced tl1at ot1t <Jf tl1e fi\re \10lt111tee1·s l1e '''as 011e l1f t11e 
t\VO cl1ose11. \i\Titl1i11 a 111011 tl1 11 e 'vas 1)reacl1i11g 11 is last ser111011 011 
l~11glisl1 soil-a lea\1etaki11g 111essage to 1)are11ts a11cl frie11ds i11ost of 
''1l101n l1e 'vas 11e\1er to see agai11. I-I is text \\'as Psal111 61, \1erse 2: "J:;-ro111 
tl1e e11d of t11e eartl1 ,,,j]l J cry u11to tl1ee." It cost l1i111 i11t1cl1 tcJ lea,,e 
l10111e a11d ki11d1·ed, a i 'vit11essed 1))' 11is affectio11ate letters a11d sac1·i
fi cial i·en1itta11ces l10111e: f)ut tile call of God '\'as 11ot to f)e de11ied. 

AJ>I'RE 1TICESHIP COI\11'LETED 

1~11e SJJri11gs of Asl)Lll")''s e\1a11gelisn1-l1is eager clesire ''to Ji,,e to 
God, and to f)ri11g otl1ers to do so''-,vere tl1ere fro111 l1is earl)' )'Cars, 
fed b)' tl1e exa1111)le at1d trai11i11g of l1is 111otl1er. 1--11e JJrO\'Cil 111etl1ods 
of e\1a11gelis111 l1e l1ad 110,,1 lear11 t at tl1e feet of Jol111 '\Tesl C)', to so111e 
exte11t direct])' i11 face to face 111eeti11gs, to a 111ucl1 larger e ' te11t i11
directl)1, tl1rougl1 \l\T,esle)1's a111lJa sadors-11is })eO})le, l1is 1)reacl1ers, l1is 
se11no11s, l1is IJooks, l1is lette1·s. AslJu1·)1 's 1)erso11al li11ks '"itl1 \l\Tesle)' 
see111 to ha\1e ))ee11 rel at i\1Cl)1 fe'\', tl1ougl1 \l\' esley did })a)' fai1·J)1 regular 
a1111ual \1isits t<) 111ost. circuits, so tl1at al111<Jst ever)' )'Car f1·0111 tl1e 01)e11
i11g of tl1e \i\7ed11esl)u1·)1 cl1a1Jel i11 I i6o, '''l1e11 l1e 'vas fou1·tec11 a11d a 
1et11odist 110\1ice, AslJu1·)' 11ad 11ad fairl)' easy op1)ortt111ities of: l1ea1·

i11g \r\T esl ey 1)reacl1. (It is })Ossi1Jle t l1at i11 so111e of 11 is 1ater )'Ca1·s as a11 
iti11e1·a11t 1)1·eacl1er l1is o'''n circuit i·es1Jo11sil)ilities 111a)' J1a\1e 1)rC\'Ct1ted 

29. Asbury, j ournal, 1, 3. 
30. I bid., I I I, 9-1 o. For the i>ossible ro1nance. sec J1is reference to Nancy I~rookes, 

ibid., 111, 4, though tl1is is by no n1cans unarnbiguous; but cf. also III, 36, lvhere "'vhat 
once befell n1e in England" in the context of a discus ion of 1narriage 111ay lvell i1nply a 
broken rornance. 

http:J1i1n.30
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their paths from crossing, though tl1is appears unlikely.) No comment 
upon any of these undoubted contacts, ho\vever, appears to have sur
vived from the pen of either man. A fe,v letters almost certainly passed 
between them during Asbury's English years, but again none have 
survived. Indeed the earliest extant examples of their correspondence 
during his American years is one from Asbury in 1780 and from 
Wesley in 1783.31 The studious Asbury, however, had steeped him
self in Wesley's \Vritings, and thoughtfully pondered the commentary 
offered upon those writings by his itinerant colleagues and the Meth
odist people. His apprenticeship to his metal\\rorking craft had been 
completed during six and a half years \vith Mr. Griffin; his appren
ticeship to his life's work also was completed during his years in En
gland. When he came to America he speedily showed himself the 
master craftsman, equipped with a tl1orough understanding of Wes
ley's doctrine and discipline, an understanding nurtured by exten
sive reading, and tried ot1t in the rough and tumble of Englisl1 circuit 
life. 

During the voyage, once over the worst of his seasickness, he spent 
much time in study, and all the books 'vhich he lists \Vere \Vritten or 
edited by Wesley-with the one exception of the Bible. In this he was 
continuing the practice 'vhich he had begun as a young man, whe11 he 
''became possessed of Mr. Wesley's writings, and for some years almost 
laid aside all other books but the Bible, and applied himself exceed
ing closely in reading every book that Mr. Wesley had \vritten...." 32 

For most of the other Britishers who wielded a major influence 
upon early American Methodism-John Wesley, George Whitefield, 
Thomas Webb, Thomas Taylor, Thomas Rankin, Thomas Coke; 
with Robert Strawbridge, Robert Williams, and Philip Embury as 
exceptions to the general rule-the Atlantic was little but an extended 
and uncomfortable hiatus between home and a period or periods of 
missionary activity in America. For Francis Asbury, ho,vever, it was 
the boundary separating conclusively the two segments of his life: the 
first one-third a faithful apprenticeship to Wesley, the second two
thirds a fruitful prosecution of his life's task. Yet the apprenticeship 
was certainly of inestimable influence, probably of inestimable worth. 

31. Ibid., I, 450, Ill, 24; Wesley, Letters, VII, 1go-1, and cf. VI, 13, in which Wesley 
asks one of the women leaders in Salisbury to "encourage l\fr. Asbury" to "exhort be
lievers ... to press after full salvation as receivable now, and that by simple faith"; this 
letter should be dated 1771, not 1773. 

32. Asbury, journal, I, 7; III, 533. 



\\Titl1out it Asbur)' coL1ld ne\'er l1a\'e lear11ecl \\Tesle)1's Sj)irit a11cl 
111etl1ods; 'vi tl1ot1 t tl1 ese J\n1erica11 I\11etl1ocl is111 could l1a rdl )' l1a\1e de
\reloped as it did-111igl1t ne\'er l1a,re de\1elo1)ed at all. Asl)Ul.)' er11
barked at Pill as \\Tes ley1's ai)pre11tice; se\1e11 a11d a l1alf ' veeks later l1e 
la11ded for tl1e first and last ti111e 011 America11 soil as tl1e })Ote11tial 
rnaster crafts111a11 of Ai11erica11 ~1Ietl1odis111. 



8. l~RA JCJS ASBURY-l\)1ASTER 
CllAFl.,Sl\)IAN OF Al\1ERICA 
l\1ETH0D ISl\1 

l~ro1n tl1e 1110111e11t tl1at l1e set foot 011 A1nerica11 soil i11 I 7i 1, at t11e 
age <)f t\ve11t)r-six, I;-rancis Asl)tlr)' sa'v l1i111self as called to fulfil <!_great 
cle~til1)', tl1ot1gl1 it tur11ecl out to •)e far greater tl1a11 he i1nagi11ed. 1~11e 

A111erica11 1etl1c)dists l)eca111e to l1i111 'vife a11d cl1ildre11, O\'er lvl1on1 
he )'Car11ed, for '''110111 l1e drea111ed a11d sacrificed, bt1t '' l101n l1e 'va 
deter111i11ed to sul)ject to lo\1i11g disci1)Ii11e fo1· their eter11al good. 111 
all tl1is l1e £ollo,,1ed 'J\Tesle)1's exa111ples, ''\' esle)1's rules, a11d al'''a)'S 
'i\Tesle)''s SJ)irit-tl1ougl1 011 occasio11 11e forsook 'i\' esle)·'s ex1)licit i11
structio11s tl1e })etter to fulfil ''' esle)1 's }011g-ra11ge J)Urposes. Tor did 
~1e co·u11t ]01111 'i\Tesle)1-l10,ve\1er 111ucl1 l1e 1nigl1t l·es1)ect a11d lo,,e J1i111 
-as f1is COllSCie11ce a11d fi11al ar])iter i11 e\1er)' })fOlJJe111. rJ~J1e situatiOJl 
co11fro11ti11g 11i111 }Jrese11ted 11ot 0111)' i11a11)' si111ilarities to tl1at i11 E11
gla11d, but inatl)' differe11ces. I-le i11t1st con1e to ter111 '"itl1 11e\v circt1111
sta11ces, a11d cle\1ise l1is <>\Vil a11S\\1ers-or ratl1er disco\1er God's a11
S\·Vers. If '"' esley's 111etl1ocls 'vorked, as i11 111ail)' cases tile)' did, \veil 
a11d good. Jf so111etl1i11g differe11t '''e1·e 11eeded, on1etl1i11g differe11t 
1nt1st l)·e f<Jt111d. l~ut ''1 l1etl1er l1e 'vas folJo,vi11g '\' esle)''s blt1e1)ri11ts, 
devisi11g so111e adaptatio11 of: the111, or lJoldl)' \1e11turi11g UJ)011 son1e 
11e'"r ex1Jeri111e11 t, tl1e e11d })roduct \\'as tl1e i in porta11 t t11i11g: l1e 'vas 
l1ere i11 A111e1·ica, l1e i11ai11tai11ed, ' ' to Ji,,e to c;od, a11d to bri11g otl1ers 
so to do." 1 1~l1e task ''ras far 1nore i1111)orta11t tl1a11 tl1e t1·aditio11, far 
111ore i1111)orta11t tl1a11 tl1e 1na11 l1i1n elf-tl1ougl1 i11 fact l1e }JrO\'Cd ad
111iral)l)' fitted for tl1e task. 

~1ASTER c1tA1;-Ts 1A T 

AslJury '''as a 111aster crafts111a11. Ile }1ad lear11ed 111ucl1 al)out 
l\1ethodis1n f1·01n 'Vesle)', fro1n l1is iti11era11ts, fro111 11is J)COJ)le-f1·01n 
tl1eir 111istakes as 'vell as fro111 tl1eir triu111pl1 . 1le ''1as co11\1 i11ced tl1at 
l\1etl1odis111 J1ad tl1e a11S\\'er to tl1e religious 1)rOlJle111s of tl1is \rast le\\7 

J)elivercd in su1nn1ary at the J;-rancis Asbury l~icentennial Celebrations of the BaltiJnore 
Annual Confc1cncc, October 29, 19j2. 

1. Asbury, ]our11al, I, 4-5. 



• • 

\i\Torld, a 11e'v \VC>rld i10 lo11crer a111e11al)}e to tJ1e <)rdered lVa)'S of t.l1e 
Establisl1ed Cl1u1·cl1 as l1e l1ad k110,\111 tl1e111 i11 l~11gla11d, a11d as tJ1ey 
\\ere so111e,vl1at la111el)1 fu11ctio11i11g i11 A1nerica, '''itl1 decreasing ef
ficie11C)', d u1·i 11g· tl1e ge11eratio11 1Jrecedi11g tl1e Re,101 utio11. J11deed 
i\1et11odis1n itself, i11 SJJite of \\Tesle)1's }Jrotests to tl1e contra1·)1

, 'vas a 
ki11d of revolt1ti<JJ1 ag·ai11st tl1e esta1Jlisl1111e11t. 111 A1ne1·i,ca t11ere \Vas 
a da11ger t11at if trt1e 1·eligio11 'vere 11ot co1111Jletel)1 0\1ersl1ado,ved lJy 
tl1e urge11t (Jll)'Sical de111a11ds of a 1)io11eeri11g 1ife it '''ould beco111e 
frag111e11ted i11to a tl1ousa11d \1arieties of 11oiS)', 110\1elty-seeki11g sects. 
Sor11e kind of u11if)1i11g order \Vas surel)' needed i11 order to avoid 
sterilit)' on tl1e 011e l1a11d a11d SJ)iritual cl1aos 011 tl1e otl1e1·. T11e 111etl1ocls 
of 1et11odis111 offered 011e a11s,ver, 1)erl1aps tl1e best a11s,ver, for t11e 
11e\v s1tuat1011. 

A iJut-)' l1ad asked God to guide 11i111 as l1e a1)1)roacl1ed tl1is \1e11ture 
i11 tl1e 1 e'v '\'orld, tl1ougl1 at tl1e ti111e l1e cot1ld 11ot JJOssibl)' e11,risage 
its e\1e11tual di111e11sio11s. "If God does 11ot ack110,vledge 111e i11 A111e1·i
ca," l1e 11ad ,,o,ved, "l 'vill soo11 retL1r11 to E11gla11d." 2 A fe,v )7ears st1f
ficed to co11\1i11ce J1i111 tl1at A1nerica 'vas i11deed 'vl1e1·e God i1eecled 
l1i111. ]~,·en 'vl1en t11e f1·at1·icidal ag·o11ies of tl1e Jlevolutio11 }Jreve11ted 
l1i111 fro111 exercisi11g a11 ope11 111i11istr)' except at too l1igl1 a cost, 11ot 
0111)1 to J1i111self, f)ut to l1is fello,v-l\1etl1odists, u11like 11is E11glisl1 col
leagues 11e still 1·e111ai11ed fir111ly co11\ri11ced tl1at t.l1is 'vas 'vl1e1·e 11e \Vas 

11eeded, a11d tl1at tl1is tl1erefore \\ras 'vl1ere l1e I11ust sta)'.3 

J11deed lJecause of tl1e lle,·olt1tio11 11e 'ras 11eeded all tl1e 111ore. For 
'vl10 else \Vas 110\v a\1ailalJle to pull tl1is 1et11odist peo1)Ie i11to a se111
])}a11ce of i·eadi11ess fo1· s1)iritual co1nl)at? 1 ""rue, tl1ere 'vere dedicated 
a11cl tale11ted 11ati\1e j)reacl1e1·s, IJ11t tl1C)' still 11eeded guida11cc-tl1is 
111ucl1 l1ad bee11 clearl)' de111011strated. And t11ey 'vere 11ot onl)' }Jre
J)ared to acceiJt l1is guida11ce, but eagerly sougl1t it- tl1is also l1ad bee11 
dc111011strated. It ee111ed likel)', i11deed, tl1at tl1i '\'as t11e 011l)1 13ritisl1 
guida11ce ''1hicl1 t11e)' \\rould acce1Jt, f:or l1ad J1e 11ot fJl"0\1ed l1i111self 
as 011e ,,·itl1 t11e111 'vl1e11 otl1e1·s l1ad left? I-le 'vas tl1e 0111)' ca1)a})le leader 
ex1)erie11ced i11 tl1c ad111i11istratio11 of J)ritisl1 l\1ctl1odis1n to t11ro'v i11 
his Iot ''ritl1 tl1e111. I-I e 111 ust forge 1etl1od is111 a a 1)0,re1f:u I s'vord i11 
tl1e l1a11d of tl1e Lord. 1-Ie 1nust craft tl1is ,,·ea1Jo11 to tl1e glor)' of God, 

2 . Ibid. 
3. Ja1nes Den1p ter \\'as the only other regular itinerant \\'ho rernained. He retired 

because of illness, UJ)On recovering becan1e a Presbyterian rninister in Ne'" 'a'ork, and was 
the father of John J)enlJ) ter ( 1791-1863) , n1issionary and educator, \vho founded \vhat 
later bccarne Garrett ']~heological eminary. ( ee I~arcla) , OJ) . cit., I, 44, 34j, 375.) 
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fitted to God's }1a11d, a SUJJerb i11stru111e11t of 'vl1icl1 11eitl1er J01111 Grif

fi11 nor ~Jol111\i\Tesle)'11or l1is 1\1aster l1i111sclf cot1ld e\rer lJe asl1a111ecl. 


Tl1ere is 110 dol1l)t tl1at i11 all tl1is l1is E11glisl1 ~1etl1odist trai11i11g 'vas 
of i111111e11se i1111)orta11ce. \\Te 111t1st i1ot forget, ho,·vever, l1is a1)1Jre11tice
sl1ip as a cl1a1Je filer to Jo1111 Griffi11, e\·e11 thougl1 l1ere ,,.e inust be on 
our guard ag·ai11st l1igl1 fligl1ts o( fa11c)1 • St1rel)1 one ca11 i111agi11e Grif
fi11 sa)1i11g to l1is )'Ou11g a1)1)re11tice, l10,ve\re1·, as l1acl IJee11 said a i11illio11 
ti111es ])efore a11d \\1as to l)e said a 111illio11 ti111es later: ''If a jol)'s ,,·ortl1 
doing, it's \VOrtl1 doi11g '\1ell!" It is 11ot fa11cift1l to f)icture tl1e inaster 
crafts111a11 i11sisti11g 011 tl1e last detail of 1)atie11t perse\'era11ce i11 fasl1
io11i11g tl1e 111etal fitti11g·s for a s'vord l1a11dle or its scabbard, 01· tl1e less 
1·0111a11 tic })arts of lJel t lJuckle or bt1cket, so tl1a t the)1sl1oul d l)e 1Jotl1 
f t111ctio11al, d tira lJle, a11cl gracefu1. Craft.s111a11sl1i }) vvas a 1na tte1· of 
j)ride i11 tl1ose da)'S, a11d tl1e 111aster ,,,as 1)aid to in11Jart l1is craft-if 
11ecessary to lJeat it i11to t11e a1J1Jre11tice. DL1ri11g six arduous )'ears As
})t1ry lear11ed 11is \vorlclly skills i11 t11is scl1ool, a11d '\'Ould rise at four 
i11 tl1e 111or11i11g so tl1at l1is tasks ''Tould be co1111)Ieted to 11is i11aster's 
satisfacti<)Jl l)efore J1e took ti111e off for 11is l\1et11odist 1neeti11gs i11 t11e 
eve11ing. I11to l1is life's '\1ork of fasl1io11i11g A111erica11 l\1etl1odis111 into 
a Stlj)erl> SJ)iritt1al i11stru111c11t l1e i11fused tl1e sa111e care, tl1e sa111e 
as idt1it)', tl1e sa111e lo11g l1ours. s ofte11 as i1ot l1e co11ti11ued to rise 
at fot1r i11 tl1e i11or11i11g; l1e s'veated, a11d acl1ed, a11d groa11ed, a11d oc
casio11all)1 gru111lJled-l)ut l1e i11ade a good jolJ of it. 

RELIGJOUS J>JtAGl\1A1"'IS1"' 

'i\' l1ate\rer aided tl1 is su1)re111e task l1e 'velco1ned, and 111olded it to 
l1is pur1)oses. \'\' l1ate\'er dicl 11ot i111111ediatel)1 1)rO\'e suital)le 111igl1t 
IJe t\vistecl al)Otlt i11 ''arious ex1)eri111e11tal J)Ositio11s, ])ut if tl1e11 it 
did11't \vork it \\1as discarded. I Jike 11is ecclesiastical 111aster, Jol111 '''es
le)', Asl)ury ''ras a religiot1s j)ragn1atist. I..Jike '\7es1C)' l1e l1011ored t11e 
JJast ages of tl1e cl1urcl1, es1Jeciall)1tl1e aiJostolic era. l~t1t 110 JJractices i11
sti tuted b)' tl1e cl1 urcl1 alo11e ,,·ere sacrosa11ct. 1-Ie 'vas a11 ecclesiastical 
Dar,\1i11ist: l1e l)elie\·ecl i11 tl1e SLtr\1i\al of tl1e fittest. l~\e11 l1is <loctri11e 
of tl1e 111i11istr)' 'vas fu11ctio11al: )'Oll 'vere a 111i11ister ])ecat1se )'OU 
\\1ere used l)y c;od, ai1d 011ly so lo11g as )'OU \Vere llSed })y God. 
J~ol)' 11and laid 011 )'OU i11igl1t co11fer t11e ack110\\1 ledg111e11t a11d })less
ing of cl1urcl1 leaders U})Oll tl1e de111011 n·ated acti\1it)' of tl1e I-Joly 
Spirit 'vitl1i11 )'Ott, but tile}' did 11ot convey tl1e 11ol)' SJJirit, tl1us b1·i11g



i11g alJout a cl1a11rre i11 )'Ot1r s1)iritual cl1aracter.4 0111)1 tl1e for111s of 
'\'Or l1iJJ, tl1e t)1le of 1)1·eacl1i11g a11d 1)astoral 1)ractice, tl1e 111etl1ods of 
ad111i11istratio11, 'vl1icl1 co11ti11ued to fu11ctio11 eflicie11tl)1 \Vere (i11 l1is 
\'ie''') \\'Ortl1 1)reser,ri11g. Tl1e \1alue of kee1)i11g i11 toucl1 \Vit11 t11e 1)ast 
''ras i11 order to c1eal \\ritl1tl1e1)rese11t a11d j)re1)are for tl1e future. l .. itt1r
gical \VOrsl1i1), for i11sta11ce, 11ad certai11l)' sustai11ed a11 i1111)orta11t role 
i11 tl1e t111i\rersal cl1t1rcl1; tl1erefore tl1e l3c>ok of Co111n1on l)ra)e1·, as 
111odified for tl1e CJ1t1rcl1 of E11gla11d, a11cl agai11 111odified )))' '\'esle)' 
for l1i O\ er ca ~1etl1odists, 011gl2t to l)e of \'alue. 111 Asbt1r)1's OJJi11io11, 
110\\'C\er, tl1i ,,·as i1ot <>11e of tl1e fu11da111e11tal 11ecessities of religio11 
011 tl1e ex1)a11cli11g fro11tier, a11d coulcl tl1erefore lJeco111e ubsidiar)' to 
tl1e lo\ e-fea t a11d t11e ca1111) 111eeti11g-1)rc>\'idecl tl1at "1101)' i1oise" cl id 
11c>t clege11erate i11to 1)a11de111011iu1n, a11cl t11at tl1ese spiritual ''l1a1)1)e11
i11g '' '''ere t111der tl1e o\rersigJ1t of 011e of tl1e regular 1)reacl1ers.5 ·1·11e 
a111c '''as trt1e al)out social co11cer11 . Jl<>\\'e\ er i1111)orta11t, tl1C)' ,,·ere 

Jl(>t j11·i1nar)'· 1""'11t1s tl1e co1111Jletc e111a11ci1)atio11 of 13lack slaves (al)Otlt 
\vl1icl1 Asbt1r)' felt just as stro11gl )' as \\Tes) C)') J)l"O\'ecl such a disrt11)ti ,,e 
issue tl1at it see111eci likel)' to }1i11dcr tl1e 111ajor task of buildi11g U}) tl1e 
cl1urcl1. 1·11i goal, tl1erefore, \Va reg1·ctfL1ll)1 111odified, a11d left fo1· 
ft1l fi l111e11 t }))' a later ge11eratio11.6 

4. See \Villiam R. Cannon, "1~he 1\fcaning of the l\linistry in ~1ethodisrn," J)p. 3-19, 
espec. 1>p. 17-19. 

5. Cf. l ... C. Rudolph, f~rancis Asbu1y, pp. 115-21. \\'e le) 's Sunday Seruice of the 
A1etlzodist'i, of cour c, \\'as a late dcvclopn1ent, not d1 illed into Asbury during his En
glish apprenticeship, and ''as therefo1e the n1ore 1eadily neglected. See l ...ee, Short J-Jis
to1)'. f>. 107: "At thi tin1e the J>l'a)er book, as 1e' i eel by ~Ir. \\'esley, '''as introduced 
an1ong us ... J3ut son1e of the 1>reachers ,,·ho had been long accustomed lo pray cx
ten1po1e \\'ere un\\•illing to adopt this nC\\' plan. Being fully satisfied that tl1ey could 
1>ray better and \\'ith 1nore de,otion \vhile their eyes \Ve1e shut than they could '''ith 
their eye OJ>en. After a fe,v )Cats the p1aycr book '''as laid aside, and has never been 
used since in pul)lic '"orship." Cf. l/A/11, I, 422, 424, and Paul S. Sanders, "'rhe Sacra
rncnts in I~a1ly An1e1ican 1cthodism,'' 1>p. 355-71. 

6. Cf. l)avid 1-1. J3radley, "Francis Asbury and the J>evelo1>1nent of African Churches 
in Arnerica," J)p. 3-29. Unfortunately the n1odern edition of Asbury's ]ou1·11al follo'''S 
an expurgated text , ..•hich sadly disguises his deep \111path • '''ith the sla\es. on1e of 
the deleted J>a age (for f~eb. 23, l\1arc11 27, and ;-\p1il 23, 1779) {ollo''': "I ha\C lately 
be<;n in1p1e cd '''itl1 a deep concern for bringing about the freedon1 of slav~s in An1e1 ica, 
and feel re Ol\ed to do , ...hat I can to 1>rornote it. If God in lilis pro,idence hath detained 
n1e in thi Lountry to be instrun1cntal in so n1e1ciful and great an undertaking. ·1 ho1>e 
He ,,jll gi'e n1e ,,.j don1 and courage sufficient, and enable n1e to gi'e IIin1 all the 
glory. 1 an1 strongly J)Ctsuaded that if the .l\lcthodists '''ill not ) ield on this point and 
en1anci1Jate their sla' es, God ''ill depart f10111 thern ... I ha' e just finished my feeble 
f>C1forn1ance again l slavery; if our confe1cnce should conic into the n1casure, I tru t it 
'''ill be one of the n1eans t0\\1ard gene1ally expelling the practice fron1 our Society. flo\v 
'''ould 1ny hea1 t rejoice if n1y detention in the e pa1 t should afford n1c leisure in any 
n1easure in so de~u able a '''ork ... I '''as en1plo} ed acco1 ding [toJ the desire of the con
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The one essential thing for Asbury was ''living to God." This meant 
that every Methodist was expected, not only to pass through a con
version experience and to remain spiritually alert, but to maintain 
higher than average standards of morality, stewardship, and discipline. 
In spite of his whole-hearted endorsement of the kind of frontier re
vivalism seen at its most typical in camp meetings, Asbury had no use 
for emotionalism running riot. His approving phrase describing a 
series of gatherings in 1814 is revealing: ''Order, spirituality, in all 
our Conferencesl'' 7 ''Order'' was necessary not only to restrain but to 
maintain ''spirituality." It was therefore important that those whom 
God called to preach the gospel and shepherd his people should be 
carefully trained, and that by a constant itinerancy they should be 
kept alive to the varying needs of the people from whom they had 
sprung. To ensure an efficient itinerancy it was essential that the 
preachers should be tightly ordered and firmly disciplined-though 
the specific rules and administrative practices to which they must 
respond and which they in tum would enforce should be flexible 
enough for variation in face of constantly changing circumstances. To 
ensure a disciplined people, an adequate ministry, and a smoothly 
running itinerant organization, it was essential in Asbury's view to 
have an acknowledged leader or leaders-an apostolate, an episcopacy. 

ot only must the bishop, however, demonstrate administrative abil
ity, and be accorded genuine authority to accompany his God-given 
charisma: he must himself be prevented from losing touch with the 
g1assroots problems of people and preachers; therefore he also must 
be kept on the move. Asbury believed just as fi11nl in an itinerant 
episcopacy as in an itinerant m1n1stry in general. All this was how he 
had seen it work in Wesley's Methodism. This was how it was to work 
with Asbury's Methodism. Yet all to the glory of God, never to the 
glory of John or Francis. 

This pragmatic churchmanship of Asbury's was not developed 
piecemeal after he set foot on Americ.an soil, but was already a co-or
dinated, semi-automatic approach to his task. ost of the specific 
methods he used came readily to him as conditioned reflexes from his 
British training. Unlike Wesley's churchmanship, which clearly 

fe1ence in preparing a dn:ular letter, to promote the emanapauon of slaftl, •ncf to be 
read in our Societies ... See Methodist History, I , o. • Oan., 1971), 54-8. See aleo W. 
Harrison Daniel, '7he Methodilt Epila>pal Church and the eg10 in the Jr.arly ational 
Period," PP· 40-55· 

7. Methodist Hist°", II, o. S (April, 1g&f), 59· 
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cl1a11ged tl1rot1gl1 tl1e decades. Asbttf)''s rer11:-ti11ed al111ost static 
tl1roug·l1ot1t 11earl)' 11alf a ce11ttll")' i11 1\111erica, 11eedir1g· <Jlll)' 111i11or 
011-tl1e-SJ)Ot acljt1st111e11ts fro111 ti111e to ti111e, a11cl tireless apj)lication. 
1'"'11at is 11ot to sa)', c>f C()l1rse, tl1at tJ1ere 'vere 110 ecclesiastical crises i11 
l1is r11i11istr)', bt1t 011ly tf1at tl1ose crises di,d 11ot 1Jri11g· to birt11 atl)' 11e,\r 
co11ce1)tS, l)u t si 111 j)l )' forced i11 to te111 JJOrar)' 1)r<J111 it1e11ce 011e ,<Jr otl1er 
of tl1e ele111e11ts a1reacl)1 prese11t i11 l1is tl1(Jt1g l1t a11d 1)racticc. l_, ike '\1es
le)1's }0111·11al a11cl l ..etle1·s, tl1e 111orc i11teresti11g reacli11g i11 AslJUf)''s 
]ou1·11al a11cl l .. el le1'"s te11ds to l)e i11 tl1e earlier j)ages; tl1e re111ai11der is 
little 111ore tl1a11 a steacl)' t111fc)ldi11g <) [ 'vl1at ''1 e l1~rve alread)' see11, lit ll}) 

f))' tl1e occasional f)t1r1)le 1)assag·e, tl1e es1)ecially i11teresti11g ill t1strati<.111 
of a fa111iliar 1)ri11ci1)le, )'Ct all i11tegrated i11to tl1e })O,verft1l ct1111t1la
ti\1e effect of a life l i \'Cd 011 a11 t111 l1St1al l )' l1igl1 plateau of Cl1 ristia11 de(l
icatior1-a co11sta11t S<Jt1rce c>f i11s1)iratio11 to 1na11y lJt1t (it 111t1st })e 
co11fessed) a trifle bo1·i11g to otl1ers f)ecause of tl1e co11sta11t rea1)1)ear
a11ce of t11e sa1ne cl1aracters a11cl silt1atio11s 'vitl1 0111)' a slig·l1t \rariatio11 
of costu111es a11d li11es. 

'~'ESI ..EY'S ASSJSl~ANl" 

Asbury l1ad bee11 i11 Ne\v Y<)rk l1arcl1)' a \Veek before lie \\1a.s tr)'i11g 

to i1n1)le111e11t \i\Tesley's i11 iste11ce UJ)Or1 a11 iti11era11t ratl1er tl1ar1 a 
settled 111i11ist1·)'-111ucl1 to tl1e <lis111a)' ,of Ricl1ard 1)oar,d111a11 a11cl J<)
sepl1 Pilr11ore, ,v}10 'vere i11cli11ed to de\1elo1) ]Jastorates i11 the cities. 
·1~0 l1is ]ou1·11al l1e co11fided: "] a111 f1xec] to tl1e l\Ietl1odist 1)la11, a11d 
do 'vl1at I do faitl1full)', as to Goel .... ~Jy bretl1re11 see111 L111,villi11g to 
lea\1e the cities, })ut I tl1i11k I sl1all sl10\\T tl1e111 tl1e '''a)'· I a111 i11 t1·clt1l)le, 
a11d l11ore trouble is at l1a11d, fc>r I a111 cleter111i11ed to 111ake t.1 stancl 
agai11st all j)artialit)' · I l1a,,e I1<>t11i11g tc> seek 1)11t tl1e gl<)1·y ()f God; 
11othi11g to fear bt1t }1is dis1)leasu1·e.... 1 a111 deter111i11ed tl1at 11c> 111a11 
sl1al I })ias 111e '"i tl1 soft '\10rcl £111d fair s1)eecl1es." 8 

Botl1 13<)<1rd111a11 a11d Pilr11ore '"/ere six 01· se\1e11 )'ears older tl1a11 
Asbur)', but l1e k11e\v l1is \t\Tesle)' better, £t11d 'vas 111t1cl1 11ea1·er to \\' es
ley's clrea111s for tl1e A111erica11 \1e11t11re. '''hat l1e '"r1·ote i11 tl1e first ,ex
ta11t letter ho111e tc) l1is (Jare11ts J)lJt tl1e 111atter succi11ctl)' : "I a111 u11der 
~1'r. 't\' esle)1's directio11; a11d as l1e is a fatl1er ,a11d frie11d, 1 11011e I sl1all 
ne\'er tL11·n 1ny l)ack 011 l1i111." It see111s likely t11at ''' esle)' }1acl in fact 
1)ri1ned l1i111 to tigl1te11 UJ) ~fetl1odist clisci1)li11e 1))' discrectl)' re111i11d

s. Asbury, journal, I, io. 
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ing l1is se11ior cc>lleagt1es t.l1at tl1is 'vas an im1)<Jrta11t 1)art of tl1eir re
SJ)011si bi Ii ties. TllC)' '\7ere l1a\ri11g t1·ou ble i11 exercisi11g co11 trol O\'er 
tl1e acti,rities of tl1e local }Jreacl1ers \vl10 l1acl arise11 i11 A111erica or l1ad 
arri\recl <ts free-la11ce \rolu11teers f1·on1 Britai11. l~\'e11 i11 tl1e cities As
})Ur)' disco\rered \vl1at l1e co11sidered laxit)' i11 societ)' discipli11e, and 
put for\\1ard a sixtee11-1)oi11t JJla11 of refor111. 111 all tl1is l1e \Vas fir111l)' 
Stl})J)Ortecl f))' '\Tesley, fro111 \vl10111 011 Octobe1· 1 o, 17 i 2, l1e 1·ecei\1ed a 
letter a1)1)oi11ti11g l1i111 Assista11t in cl1arge of all tl1e A111erica11 \Vo1·k
e\'e11 tl1at of su1)eri11te11di110- l1is olcle1· colleagt1es. 

1"'11is \vas i11 tl1e first i11sta11ce for a sl1ort ti111e 0111)1, as \Ve l1a\1e al
read)1 see11, ai1d AslJur)' see1ns to l1a\'e })ee11 ge11ui11el)' l1appy to l1a\1e 
}1a11clecl 0\1e1· tl1e rei 11s to a far 111< >re ex1)erie11ced l~ritisl1 11reacJ1e1· i11 
1"'110111as l~a11ki11.9 Poi11ts of f1·ictio11 ,de\relo1)ed, 110\ve\'er, a11d e\1e11
tual1 y eacl1 111a11 sa'\' tl1e otl1er t11rougl1 dark-ti11 ted SJ)Cctacles, ancl tl1eir 
estra11ge111c11t 1)rcJ1111)tecl ]{a11ki11 to clri,,e a '\'edge 1Jet\\7ee11 \i\1esle)' 
a11d AslJt1ry-,vl1icl1 u11fortu11ately J1e 'vas tl1e bette1· able to do after 
l1e 1·etur11ed to E11gla11d du1·i11g t11e Jl.e,rolutio11ar)' \\Tar. 10 l~''e11 i11 this 
sl1ort ti111e, l1<>\VC\1er, Asl)ttr)' l1ad 111ade l1is 111ark. Pil111ore, fo1· one, 
co11sidered AslJu1·)1far too 1nucl1 of a disci1)li11aria11, altl1ougl1 t11is \\1as 
fr,on1 l1is later sta11cl1)oi11t of 1)referri11g a settled to a11 iti11era11t 111i11is
tr)'.11 lla11ki11 \Vas, if a11)1 tl1i11g, eve·11 111or,e of a 111arti11et tl1a11 AslJUI")'· 
I11deed Asl)tir)' cot1ld 11arcll)1 l1a\1e tolerated 11i111 at all l1ad l1e 11ot 1Jee11 
so fir1n i11 e11for,ci11g \\Te le)1 's disci1)li11e. Jla11ki11, 110,ve\rer, see111s to 
11ave dis1)la)1ed altogetl1er too i11ucl1 of tl1e SOJ)l1isticated E11glisl1111a11 
co11desce11di11g to set tl1e 11ati\'CS straigl1t. 12 

RECllUJl~JNG PllEACHERS 

AslJUI")' l1i111self, far 111ore tl1a11 all)' otl1er of l1is l3ritis11 colleagt1es, 
1·ealized })otl1 tl1e 11eecl for 11ati,,e 1)reachers, ai1d tl1eir J)Ote11tial. l1e 
acti\1ely recruited for tl1c111 at co11fere11ces. At tl1e 1782 Co11£ere11ce, 

9· ee pp. 93-5 abo\'e. 
io. See Albea Godbold, "Francis Asbury and l"'.lis l)ifficulties \Vith John \\'esley and 

1~11on1as Rankin," pp. 3-19. 
i 1. Piln1ore, ]our11al, J>. 134. 
12. Cf. \Villia1n J)uke, 1 Journal (transcribed by the Re\crcnd l~chvin Schell fro1n 

the 01iginal in the J)iocesan Librar}, 1~11c Peabod) Institute, l~altin1orc), for Dec. 4, 
i775: ":l\ir. R[ankinl. as his 1nanncr is, spoke exceeding rough Lo n1e u1>on so1ne occasion, 
so that I could hardly bear it, and as soon as \Ve got on the road I 01>ened my n1ind to 
11i1n. lie satisfied 111e that his design \Vas good." 

http:straigl1t.12
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l1a\1 i11g askecl i_esse l ...ee if 11e \\1ere 'villing to take a circuit, l1e en
couraged t]1e )'Ou11g· 111a11 lJ}' calli11g ot1t to a grott}) of 1)reacl1ers 11earb)1

, 

''] ai11 goi11g to e11list Brother Lee!" 'i\' l1e11 011e of tl1ese took UIJ tl1e 
111iJitar)' i11eta1)l1or, aski11g '''\'l1at ])OUl1t)' do )'OU gi\1,e?'' Asl)u1·y a11
S,\1ered, ''Grace J1ere, ancl glor)' 11ereafter, '"ill l)e gi,ren if l1e is faitl1
ful." 13 l~l1e call of l~zekiel Coo1)er i11 N ,o,1e1111Jer, 1784, to SUJ)JJly tl1e 
11e\\1l )' for111ed Caro] i11e ci rct1i t i11 place of tl1e a1)J)Oi11 ted }J1·eacl1er, ,,,}10 
l1ad died, is p1·obaf)l)1 t)1pical. Coo1Jer l1ad served for a )'ear as a class
leacler, a11d l1ad also l)egu11 to acco1111Ja1l)' the circuit preacl1e1· 011 l1is 
rou11ds, diffide11tl)1 s1)eaki11g at J1is request 011 occasio11. After tl1'e 
quarterly 111eeti11g at I~arratt's Cl1a1Jel 1\sbt1r)' askecl tl1e })reac11ers to 
1101ni11ate all}' ")'Ou11g· SJJeaker i11 tl1e circuit tl1at \Vould tra\1el," a11d 
Cooi)er \Vas 111e11tio11ed. He '''as called i11. Later Cooper 1·e111i11ded 
Asf)ury of ,,,}1at l1a1)1Je11ed: "I bega11 to 111ake so1ne excuse, f1·0111 tl1e 
sl1ort ti111e I l1ad ])ee11 SJ)eaki11g· at all, t11at 1)roba])))' l sl1ould stay at 
l10111e a11d i111pro\1e 111y g·ifts 111ore lJefore l ' 'e11tt1red to take a circt1it. 
But tl1is )'Ot1 })aid i10 atte11tio11 to, a11d 'vould 11a\1e 111e to go a11d tr)' Ill}' 
gifts. At lengtl1 I co11se11ted, i11 co11f:o1·111ity to )'Our judg111e11t a11d tl1e 
ad,,ice of so1ne otl1ers of ou1· bretl1re11 tl1e preacl1ers, to set out a11d 111ake 
trial of the itinera11t life." 14 

Asbury did try to cl1eck tl1e <:rede11tials of tl1ese )'Ot111g 111e11 i11 a 
searcl1i11g })ut ki11dl)' 'Va)', so as to eli1ni11ate atl)' ob\1 iot1s 111isflts. 
1""110111as \\Tare tells 110\v he ve11tt1red 011 so111e pul)lic testi111011ies al)out 
11is Cl11·istia11 ex1)erie11ce, ,,r}1icl1 co11\1i11ced otl1crs-but 11ot 'Va1·e 
hi111self-tl1at lie \vas called to JJreacl1. 111 a11 e111erge11C)' l1e 11ad e\1e11 
su })J)I ied for a sick iti11eran t fo1· a ,,·eek. Asbur)' l1eard a])OU t tl1is fro111 
Cale]) l)edico1·d, 'vl1<> \'Ol1cl1ed for tl1e )'Ou11g 111(111's '''ortl1. 111 1-\t1g·t1st, 
17 2, ' ''a1·e 'vas su111111011ed to 111eet Asbu1·)1 i11 N e\v ~1 ills (i.e., J>e111
})erto11), 1e'v Jerse)'. J\sbur)' took l1 is l1a11d, sa)'i11g, "Tl1is, I SLI JJJJOse, 
is })rot11er '\' are, or sl1all Isa)', Pedicord tl1e )'Ou11ger?" '''are ad111itted 
tl1at J>edicord \Vas i11deed l1is SJ)i1·itual fatl1er. '' it do,v11," said As
lJt1ry, ''I l1a\1e so111e\\1l1at to sa)' t111to tl1ee." He tl1e11 asked a series of 
questio11s: "l-Ja,,e all 111e11 si11ce tl1e fall l)ee111Josse sed of free '''ill?"
''Ca11 111a11 tu1·11 11i111 elf, a11d li\·e?''-''A1·e all 1ne11 accou11table to 
God?"-''011 \\l1atdo )'OU fou11d tl1e doctri11e of u11i\1ersal accou11tabili

13. t .croy 1'1. Lee, I~ife and Ti111es of the J~ev. Jesse I.Jee, p . 105. In fact I..ce hesitated, 
and did nor becon1e a Icgular itinerant until the follo'\'ing ) Car. 

14. !..ester B. Scherer, J~zckiel Cooper, 1763- 1847, pp. 13- 16. 
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t)1?" 1\1)1)are11tly fii1cli11g tl1e ans,vers satisfactor)' 11e looked at ''\'are 
sternly ~111cl saicl, "\\ll1at is tl1is I hear of )'Ou? It is said )'OU l1a,,e dis
tt1rlJe(l tl1e 1)eaceful i11hal)ita11ts of [~1ou11t] J-Io11)', 1))' rl1dely e11teri11g 

i11to a l1ouse \vl1ere a large 11u111ber of )'Ou11g 1)eople '~.rere assen1bled 
for i1111oce11t an1use111e11t, ... a11d 1)roceedi11g to address them i11 st1cl1 

a 'vay t11at so111e })eca111e alar111ed a11d ' vitl1dre,v, a11d t11e l·est soon 
f<)l)o,ved." \\1are atte111ptecl to ex1)Iai11 a11d defe11cl l1is co11duct, tl1ot1gl1 
acl111itti11g tl1at l1is zeal 111igl1t l1a\1e carried l1i1n too far. sbur)' con
ti11t1ecl, "\\Tas it 11ot })old a11cl ad\1e11turol1s for so )'Ou11g a 1etl1odist 

to fill, for a \vl1ole '\'eek, 'vitl1out Iice11se 01· co11sul tatio11, tl1e appoi11t
111e11ts of sucl1 a 1)reacl1er as ,Geo1·rre 1air?" \\1a1·e felt st1re tl1at l1e 'vas 
110\v i11 serious trou lJle, clai111ed tl1at tl1is \vas a de 1)airi11g 111easure 
becat1se of 1air's ill11ess, a11cl stated tl1at l1e 'vis11ed tl1at Asl>Ur)1 's i11
for1na11t '\VOt1ld first l1a\1e i11for111ec1 l1i111 of l1is erro1·s. l "'l1e 1nask of 
stern11ess })roke-Asl)tll")' did 11ot co1111)letel)1 lack a se11se of l1u1not1r
a11d tl1e you11g 111a11 fot111d l1i111sel f clas1)ed in Asl)UI")' ' s ar111s, '\\1i tl1 tl1e 
affectio11ate 'vords, '')' ot1 are altogetl1er 111istake11, Dl)' so11. It 'vas 1rour 
(,·ie11d Pedicord ,,•f10 told 111e of )'Our I)ious deeds, a11cl ad\rised tl1at 
)'OU sl1ould })e sent to l)o\1er circuit." 15 

Asl)tlr)' k11e'v tl1at so111e of tl1ese )'Ot111g 111en 'vere i11deed ill 1)re
1)ared. l~llt tl1C)' 'vere des1)eratel)1 11eeded. Ai1d he f1·eq11c11tl)1 1nar\1eled 
110,,1 sucl1 j)OOr tools could be so gi·eatly used: ''Tl1e 1.Jord l1ath do11e 
great tl1i11g fo1· tl1ese 1)eo1)le, 11ot,vitl1sta11di11g tl1e 'veak11ess of tl1e i11
st1·u111e11ts, and so111e little irregt1larities." 16 111 1773 J1e 1)oi11ted out 
to l1is 1)are11ts i11 E11gla11d that lJei11g statio11ed i11 1ar)'la11d J1e \Vas ''in 
tl1e g1·eatest part of tl1e 'vork," 'vl1ere tlie)' J1ad " n1aI1)' cou11tr)1-1Jorn 
1)reacl1ers a11d exl1orters." 17 Tl1ey exercised J1i1n greatl)1 011 August• 

25 tl1at )'ear he lice11secl t'\'O ex}101·ters; 011 tl1e t\ve11t}1-eigl1tl1 l1e 1net 
Pl1ili1) J~bert, '\'}10 l1ad begu11 to iti11erate, l)tlt of '''l1ose fit11ess Asl)ury 
dou})ted; 011 tl1e t'\1e11 t)1-11 i11 th J)a11 iel Ruff })roached t11e su })j ect of 
l1is o'vn cal I to t11e mi11isn·)1 'vl1ile l1e ai1d A bur)' sle1)t i11 the sa111e 
bed, 'vl1ic: l1 sl1ook t111cler tl1e111 f)ecat1se of Ruff's agitatio11; 011 Se1)ten1
ber J l1e la111e11ted: ''J 'vas i11 co1111Ja11)' ''ritl1 Brother '\711it\\10rtl1 ['''}10 
'''as ex1)elled tl1e fol)o,,·i11g )'ear] a11d Brot11er Stra,,·l)ridge, ... but 
,,·as 111ucl1 distressed on accou11t of so fe''' 1)reacl1ers 'veil qualified for 

i5. Sketches of the l~ ife and Trave ls of Rev. Thornas Ji1are, ll ritten by lii111self, pp. 
70-8. Asbur) does not rnention the inter\ ic'"· but tJ1is is the onl} date that fits the cir
cun1stances. 1..he editors' note on p. 70 is inoorrcct. 

16. AslJUI)' , journal, I, 50. 
17. Ibid ., Ill, 18. 
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tl1e 'vork, a11cl so i11at1)' \\1 l10 are for\\1ard to 1)reacl1 \Vi tl1,ot1 t cl t1e q t1al i
fi ca tior1s." 18 

l~otl1 i11 tl1ose earl)' )7ears a11d tl1rougl1011t l1is life Asl)tl1")1 sot1gl1t to 
l1el1) tl1ese )10t1ng 1nen reacl1 tl1eir f)Ote11tial lJ)' S)'IDj)atl1etic cot111sel
'vl1icl1 cot1lcl tur11 to a11stere discipli11e if they refusecl all 11el1)-llj)Otl 
self-i111pro\ren1e11t lJ71 reading, t1pon 1)reacl1i11g a11c1 pastoral }Jractice, 
t1po11 acl1ni11isr1~ation. 1-Ie l1i111self l<))'all)' follo,ved ''\'esle)''s ad\1ice 
about sett.i11g asi(le a 1011g 1nor11ing for stt1cl)', a11d t1rgecl it stro11g1)' 
llJ)011 l1is A1nerica11 colleagt1es. Frain , .\Tesle)''s J1'1irlules tl1is aclvice \vas 
i11cor1)orated i11 tl1e 1\1ne1~ican Discij;li11e. 19 111 tl1e al)ser1ce of at1)' regt1
lar trai11i11g facilities for preacl1ers, 1\sbttr)' lJe,carne a 011e-111a11 se111i11ar)' 
facult)'· '''e 11ote e11tri,es i11 l1is ]ou'rrial alJot1t "sor11e little i11acct1ra
cies" i11 tl1e la11gt1age of Ricl1arcl '''ebste14 a11cl 11 

£1 fe,,r po1111)ot1s,, 

S\velling \Vords" ''rl1icl1 si)oiled a11 ot11er\\rise good ser111011 b)1 Sa111t1el 
S1)ragg.20 '''e 111L1st st1rely asst1111e l1is l1elpfl1l st1ggestio11s to re1necl}' 
tl1ese cleficie11ci es, as tl1ose of l saac Jlol Ii 11s, <Jf 'vl1<J111 1\slJtl f)' said: 
"His exl1ortatio11 \Vas coarse ~l11d lot1d ei1c)t1gl1, tl1c>t1g·I1 \\1 itl1 so111e 
deptl1. I ga ' 'e l1i 111 a Ii ttl e ad\'ice, \\'11 icl1 l1 e see111ed \vil I i11g to take." 21 

At tl1e sa1ne ti1ne tl1ere '''as so111e jt1stiflcat.i<)ll f<Jr Natl1a11 Bangs's ob
)'serva tio11 tl1a t As })U14 \Vas 1)erl1aJ)S 11ot st1ffici e11t1 )' concer11ecl al)ot1 t 

1ninisterial eclt1catio11, for lie \Vas co11\1i11ced tl1~lt. \vl1e11 all \Vas said 
a11d do11e it \Vas 11ot i1111)ossible fc>r Goel to \\1 ork l1is 'vill tl1rougl1 a 
poorI}' co11s t rt1cted a11d la111e I}' del i\1ered exl1ort a tio11, })f0\1iclecl it 
ca1ne f14 01n a co11vertecl l1ea1~t.22 

As a 1)reacl1er As b UT)' l1i t11sel f \Vas 1110\1i11g, })u t 11 ot lJri11ia11 t. Al I 
l1is sermons (ust1all)' lJrief) })ega11 \\ri'1l1 t11e 13il)le a11cl e11decl \Vitl1 its 
a1)1)Jicatio11 to tl1e SJ)iritual life of l1is J1earers. I-Iis si11111le, terse sen
te11ces ''1ere ofte11 striki11g, occasio11all)' 111111ctuated 1>)' bursts of elo
quence. His a1)1)roacl1 \Vas \1aried, l)tlt al'''ays careft1ll)1 1)Ian11ecl. As 

1BishOJ) TiJ1J)le 11as sai(l, 1\sl)Lll4 dicl 11ot stri,,e fo1- effects ]Jut for re} 

sul ts.23 Ancl tl1ese l1e ricl1l )7 sect1red, in co11' 'ersio11s, i11 the feedi 11g of 
the souls of peo1)le and preacl1ers alike, i11 a ge11t1i11e lifti11g· of tl1e 

18. lbid., 1, 91-2. 

19. John J. rJ'igert, A Constitutional llisto711of Anze1·ica11 EfJiscofJal l\1ethodis11z, p. 562. 
20. AslJury, journal. 1, 188, 195-6. 
21. Ibid., I, 61. 

22. Cf. ibid., 111, 4Si-8; \!\7illiam 1\. Sprague, Annals of the American A1ethodist 1~ul
pit, p. 24. 

23. Ezra Squier ']'ipplc, F1·ancis Asbury, the Prophet of the Long Road, p. 239; 
Sprague, Arznals, pp. i8-19, 21-2, 2i-8; cf. J\1ethodist liistOT)'. JV. 10. i (Oct., 1965)p 
l g-21. 

http:l1ea1~t.22
http:S1)ragg.20
http:Discij;li11e.19
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spirit. A11d tl1 is fre<} tl e11 tl y i11 setti11gs '\rl1i cl1 'vo11ld tl1 ro''' 1nost of us 
'vildly off target-''i11 tl1e \vido''' l~)'I1to11's backroo111," "in a ta,rer11," 
"u11d,er an arf)<J1· 11ea1· tl1e cl1t1rcl1," "i11 a tobacco-J1ouse," ''in a close 
log l1ot1se, \Vitl1<)Ut so 111t1cl1 as a 'vi11do\v to gi\1e us ai1·," ''i11 a 1)a}Jer 
111ill," ''in a11 orcl1ard," ''upo11 tl1e ba11ks of tl1e Ba11ister Ri\1er," "in 
a log pe11 OJ)Cil at tl1e top, botto111, a11cl sides," ''u11der11eatl1 tl1e cot1rt
l1ot1se withi11 tl1e arcl1es," "i11 a log cabi11, scarcely fit for a stable," "f)e
l1i11d tl1e barracks, to a 11t1111f)er of soldiers ai1d othe1·s," ''at tl1e gal
lo\\'S, to a \'ast 111111titude," and "fr,<Jn1 a \vago11, at tl1e execl1tio11 of tl1e 
prisoners.'' 24 

V\T,e l1a\1e alread)' seeri l10,,r AslJUT)' l1eld tl1e fort on 1Jel1alf of 'i\'es
le)''s 1)ri11ci1Jles cluri11g tl1e 'var, a11d l)arel)' 111a11agecl to 1)re\1e11t a 
scl1is1n O\'er t11e action of four So11ther11 JJreac11ers '''ho ordai11ed eacl1 
otl1er i11 order to secu1·e tl1e ad111i11istratio11 of tl1e sac1·a111e11ts. Tl1is l1e 
clid })y seeki11g delay, 1)e11cli11g a11 a}J])eal to \\Tesley.25 Dt1ri11g tl1ese 
trot1bled )'ears a11d tl1e eve11 111ore 1Jer1)Iexi11g 011es ,v}1ich follo'''ed 11e 
provided tl1e ke)' A11glo-A111erica11 li11k. l le 1Jecan1e e\re11 111ore S)1n1pa
tl1etic to A111erica11 aspiratio11s, )'et tl1rougl1ol1t re111ai11ed deter111i11ed 
to preserve as fir111 a11 attacl1111e11t as \Vas ()Ossible to tl1e 1)are11t l\1etl1od
is111. To tl1e e11d of 11is life l1e ap1)are11tly 11e\1er re11ou11ced l1is Britisl1 
citizensliip.26 S111all \V011der tl1at \vl1e11 co111111t111icatio11s 'vere restored 
after t11e '''ar '"' esle)' \vrote to Ed'''ard Droingoole i11 \ lirgi11ia: ''I a1n 
persuaded Bro: Asbury is raised UJ) to JJrese1·,,e order an1ong )'OU, and 
to do jt1st \vl1at I sl1ould do 111ysel f, if it pleased God to bri11g 111e to 
An1e1·ica." 27 Sn1all \\'Onder tl1at 'i\'esle)1's first letter to t11e America11 
preacl1ers i11 ge11eral after tl1e sig11i11g of tl1e Peace of Paris in Septen1
ber, 1783, was se11t to Asbury, 11a111ing l1i111 as tl1e "Ge11eral Assistant" 
superi11tendi11g the 'vl1ole \vork of 1et11odis1n in A1nerica, a11d J)lead
i11g, ''Let all of you be deter1ni11ed to abide by tl1e Ietl1odist doctrine 
and discipl i11e publisl1ed i11 tl1e four volu1nes of Serrrio11s and the 1\Totes 
upo11 tJze New Testa1ne11t, together 'vitl1 tl1e large A1i1i1iles of tl1e 

24. Tipple. Asbury. pp. 214-16. 
25. Sec alJovc, pp. 101-3; cf. l-JA~1, I, 177-80. 
26. Tipple, Asbury, pp. 313-14. 
27. Sv:cet, Religion on the Arrzerican Frontier, I\', 12-16. (The }.1inutes, both Ameri

can and English, use the spelling "Drumgoole.") 

http:citizensliip.26
http:Tesley.25
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Co11fere11ce." 28 Tl1is task also 1\slJtir)1 }Jroceeded to carry Ollt, in tl1e 
spirit of \ \T esle)'' s cl1urchr11a11sl1i JJ, if 11ot acco1·d i11g to tl1e exact letter 
of \ \T esl ey' s i11strt1cti Clns. So co11 ficle11 t '"~ts \ \T,esle)' i11 As lJtlf)' tl1a t l1e 
ap1Joi11ted l1i111 to fill tl1e first ' 'acanC)' arisi11g i11 t11e ''legal l1u11dred" 
- tl1e select body of 1Jreach,e1·s i11 '\rl10111 1))' la'v tl1e Britisl1 Co11fere11ce 
\vas i11cor1)(Jrated-e\re11 tl1ot1gl1 l1e 'vas 11ever agai11 to set fo<)t C)Jl 

British soil.29 

111 i 784 Asb111·)' acce1)ted \1icarious ordi11atio11 fro111 'i\7esle)1's 11a11ds, 
11ot onl )' as deaco11 ai1d elder, 1Jtl t as "su peri11 te11de11 t," \Vi tl1 ,delegated 
at1tl1orit)' <)\1er t}1 ,e ,vJ1ole ~1etl1c>dist e11ter1)rise i11 r\111erica. Eager as 
Asbury 'vas to secure a11 ordai11ed 111i11istry, l10\Ve\1er, l1e k11e\v tl1e 
A.111erica11 si tuatio11 fa1· 1Jetter tl1a11 '"' esley col1ld e\rer J1ope to do, 
a11d at 011e 1)10\\' cle111011strated l1is co11\ricti<)ll tl1at SJJi1·itual t111ity \Vitl1 
13ritisl1~1etl1odis11111eed 11ot rest UJJ011 ad111i11istrati\'e sl1bordi11atio11, 
11ot eve11 to a11a1)ostolic111a11 sucl1 as Jol111 ''' esle)'· Jlatl1e1· tl1a11 acce1)t 
ordinatio11 f))' ' 'irtue of 'i\7esle)1's a1)JJOi11t111e11t of l1i111 as ge11,eral su1)er
i11tende11t l1e so11gl1t (a11d readily sect1red) electio11 to tl1at 1)ositio11 lJy 
l1is colleagues, tl1us e11unciati11g a de111ocratic 1)ri11ci1)le far i11 ad\'a11ce 
of \'\1esle)''s fi1·111 ])e]ief i11 autl1orita1·ia11 rule. 111 SJJite of l1is JJrofou11d 
1·es1Ject for \\7,esle)', l1e also (iisap1Jr<)\1ed tl1e "IJi11cli11g 111i11t1te" a,c
Ce]Jtecl 1Jy tl1e 111ajority of his colleagues at tl1e Cl1ristn1as Co11fere11ce, 
1))' 'vl1icl1 tile)' ack110,vledged tl1e111sel,,es ''r,ead)', i11 111atters belo11gi11g 
to cl1u1·cl1 go\1er11111ent, to olJe)' (l\1r. \i\'esle)1's] co1n111a11ds." 30 As As
})t1ry \Vrote later to a I3ritisl1 frie11cl: "~1Iy real se11ti111e11ts are t111io11 bt1t 
110 su bordi11a tio11; co1111exio11 1Jtlt 110 su bjectio11." 81 Or as 'vi tl1 a so111e
\vl1at sardo11ic t\vist 11e told George Sl1adford: ''l\11·. ''\7esley and I are 
like Caesar a11d Po1n1)e)' : l1e ,,,ill 1Jear 110 equal, a11d I \viii f)ear 110 st1
1)erior." 32 

It is t111dersta11daf)]e tl1at relatio11s })et\vee11 tl1e111 becan1e some
'vl1at strai11ed, es1)eciall )' 'vitl1 tl1e A111erica11 t1·a11slation of "superin
tendent'' i11to "bisl1op." 111 l1is .Silr1rla)' Service of tlze /\1etl1odists i11 

l\101·t}z An1e1·ica (1784) '\'esley deliberatel)' altered tl1e ter111s used i11 

28. Lee, Short History, pp. 85-6; cf. Asbury, journal , I, 450. 
29. l.Yl-JS, I\' , 38; XIII, 15- 16. 
30. Tigert, op. cit., p. 534; Asbury, journal, II, 106; lit, 545-6. Perhaps it should 

be pointed out that in seeking election Asbury '•:as on fairly safe ground. llis colleagues 
at the 1782 Conference had in a 5imilar n1anner unanimously endorsed '\'esley's choice 
of him as General Assistant for the American '"'ork. See i\1i11utes (American, 1795). p. 55. 

31. Asbury, journal, 111, 63. 
32. Ibid., III, 75. 
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the Book of C<Jr11111011 Pra}1er-"bisl101)," a11cl "co11secratio11." Tl1ese 
srnackecl of a lorcll)1 l1ierarcl1)', of sterile JJOlTIJ) and cere1nC)I1)7, of \\Tealtl1. 
\ 

1\.Tesley 'vantecl i1011e of these for 11is 111issionary cl1urch eitl1er i11 
A1nerica or else\\1 here, but a leacler \vho \Vas a trt1e 1)aStl11· of tl1e 1)astors. 
Tl1erefore }1e l1ad \1 icaric>uSl)1 "orclai11ed'' Asl)t1ry a "st1peri11te11de11t." 
As an orclainecl presb)1ter l1i111self l1e \Vas tra11s111itti11g pr·esl))'terial 
orclers to AslJury a11cl otl1ers. 1-Ie recog11izecl Asbt1ry as "tl1e elcler broth
er of tl1e J\1nerican l\fetl1odists," lJt1t clai111cd tl1at he l1i111self \vas "t111
der God the fatl1e1· of tl1e \Vl1ole fan1il)1.'' 

33 111 tl1at capacit)', tl1erefore, 
as tl1e "essential i11i11iste1·'' ,of l\Ietl1odis111, he \1vas also i11\1esting As
bur}' (and like\\1ise Coke) \Vitl1 clelegatecl res1)onsibility and autl1orit)' 
as "st1peri11ter1cler1ts." 34 

Nor \\1as tl1e orcli11ation itself t1ni111pcJrta11t to Asbtlf)', thot1gl1 it 
\Vas far fro111 all-i111porta11t. T\ve11t)' )'ears later, realizi11g that l)el1ind 
tl1e occasio11al OJ)Cil cl1alle11ges to l1is authorit)' la)' 11111cl1 IJri\1ate criti
cis1n-i11 tl1is also lie \Vas 011e 'vitl1 '\7esle)1 !-J1e thus assessed tl1e 
sot1rces of that clisputed at1tl1oril)1: ''I \\rill tell the 'v<1rlcl 'vl1at I rest 
Dl)' at1tl1orit)' UJ)OJ1: 1. l)i\1i11e at1tl1orit)'· 2. Se11iorit)' i11 A111erica. 3. 
Tl1e election of tl1e Ge11eral Co11fere11cc. 4. ~I)' orcli11atic>n l))' T110111as 
Coke, '\'illiar11 Pl1ili1) Otterl)ei11, Ger111a11 Presb)1 terian minister, 
Ricl1ard \ \T}1atcoa t, and 1 "'1101nas \Tase)'· 5. Because tl1e sig11s of a11 
a1)ostle l1a\'C })eer1 see11 i11 111e." 35 '"fl1ere is little doL1l)t t11at i11 tl1is 
isst1e 1\sbttf)' \Vas re1)rese11ti11g \\Tesle)1's ge11t1i11e a11d deei) co11cer11 for 
A1ne1·ican i\1etl1oclis111 far })etter than \ \Tesley l1i111self realized, a11d 
perl1a ps 11arclI)' cleser\1ed '\Tesl C)''s rebt1ke: "l-1 o'v can )70ll, 110,v dare 
)'Otl, stiffer )'Ot1rself to be callecl 'l)isl101)'? I sl1t1dder, 1 start at t11e ' 'er)' 
tl1c>11gl1t! ~1fe11 ma)' call 111e a k11a\1e or a for>l, and I a111 co11tent. But 
they sl1all ne\rer b)1 111)' co11se11t call 111e 1Jisl101)1" 36 Tl1is \vas in i 788. 
Tl1e 11se of tl1e ter111 see111s to 11a\1e de\1eloped onl )' gradual I)', and i11 
l1is later years Asl)ury 11ir11self \\T£1s 11c>t too 11a1)JJ)' about it.37 l 1or does 
he see1n to l1ave atte1n1)tecl a11y reproof for tl1e 111a11y 'vl10 still called 
l1irn plain "~1r. AslJtlr)'." 38 '\TJ1etl1er st11)eri11te11de11t or })isl101), ho,\1

33. '\1esley, Letters, \ TJJI, 91. 
34 . See l~aker, john JiJ' esley, pp. 263-?1. 
35. Asbury, journal, JI, 469-Jo. This staten1ent sce1ns to anS\\•er affirmatively the 

question raised in rny John JiJ'esley (J)p. 395-6) as to 'vhether Asbury 'vas ordained by 
"an unusual oollege of four." 

36. 'i\7esley, J.Jetters, \ TJJJ, 91. 
37. Baker, ]oh11 JJ' esley, p. 271; Asbury, Journal, III, 378. 
38. Cf. the contemporary docun1ents presented in s'\'CCt, Religion on the American 

Frontier, I\T, i35, 141, i49, 165, 178, i85, 230. In only t'vo of the seven instances (1807-8) 
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e\1er, Fra11cis Asl)Uf)' }1acl ''1 ar111ed l1is l1a11ds a11cl J1is l1eart at '''esley's 
e\'angelical fire, lie l1acl filled l1is 111i11d '\'itl1 '"'esley's 1)rag111atic 
cl1urcl1n1a11sl1i1); 110,,1 }1e took O\'er '''esle)1's apostolic status for tl1e 
A111erican 1)eople. 

Asl)ury '\1as 11olv c>fficiall)' 011e of t11e "su1)eri11te11de11ts" of 111erica11 
1\1etl1odisr11, })ut l1e '''as not tl1e 011ly or1e, i1or-as )1et-tl1e cl1ief 011e. 
Tl1e for111t1latio11 of tl1e })Olit)' of tl1e 11e'v cl1urcl1 '''as cl1iefly tl1e ''1ork 
of 1."'l10111as Coke, ''rit11 his tl1ree Britisl1 col leag·t1e assisti11g. })Ur)', 

altl1ougl1 at first take11 aback b)' tl1e idea of a11 e1)iscopal co11 titutio11, 
gradually ca1ne to acce1)t it.39 As 13isl1op ...figert ])Oi11ted out, slJur)1 's 
mai11 cor1trib11tio11 l1acl bee11 l1is i11siste11ce tl1at a Ge11eral Co11f:ere11ce 
sl1ould lJe called to a1)1)rO\'C lJc>tl1 tl1e ordi11atio11 a11d tl1e 1)rOJ)Osecl 
11e\v co11stitutio11.40 It 'vas 11ot for l1i111 sufl1cie11t t11at Jol111 '"'esle)' l1ad 
se11t a carefull)' i11tcgrated 1)Ia11 b)' tl1e l1a11ds of: a t1·usted clerical e111is
sar)'· Tl1e preacl1ers tl1en1sel\'es 111ust decide ,,,I1etl1e1· a disti11ctl)' 11e'v 
cl1urc}1 sl1ould be £or111ed, ai1d \vl1at sl1011ld l)e it polit)'· A11cl if '\Tes
le}' 'Alas to re1nai11 t11eir spiritt1al l1ead it sl1<)uld l)e l>)' reS(Jl L1tio11 ratl1er 
tha11 b)' assu1111)tio11. All t11is 'vas '''orked out at tl1e Cl1rist111a Co11
ference, and ,,,1·itte11 i11to tl1e fir t n1erica11 l)isciplirie.41 i11erica11 
~1et11odis1n ca111e of: age by Asl)ury's insiste11ce UJ)011 a11 enabli11g con
fere11ce. Du1·i11g tl1e follo,vi11g )'Cars l1e see111s to l1a\'C bee11 n1ai11l)' 1·e
SJ)011sil)le f<)r rearra11gi11g tl1ese sa111e co11stitt1tio11al regulatior1s i11to 
a i11ore logical for111, so that tl1e 1787 a11d later J)iscipliries a1)1)ear 011 
tl1e Sl1rface \1er)' different fro111 t11e first, al tl1ougl1 i11 fact tl1e lJasic 
assun1ptions and British deri\ atio11 re111ai11 tl1e san1e.42 

1 1 ot tl1at Asbur)r sougl1t to al)olisl1 rule l))' at1tl1orit)', i11sisti11rr tl1at 
e\1er)1 issue sl1ould be settled b)' \'Ole. Botl1 l)y 'i\Te le)'' s desire a11d by 

is he called "Bishop Asbury," in the others (1787-1809), " Ir. Asbury" or "J~rother As
bur) ." 

39. Sec pp. 150-3 bclo'''; cf. John \ Tickers, Thornas Cohe, Apostle of J.\1ethodis111, 
PJ). 81-3. 

40. 1~igcr t, op. cit., J>p. 191-4. 

4 I. ) bid., })p. 533-6o2. 

42. Asbur), ]ounzal, I, 499, 510. Although Asbury seem to ha\e furnished the ini

tiati\e and guideline , J)ickins (sta tioned at the ti1ne in the Jiert ic Circuit, North Caro
lina), ecms to ha\e undertaken so1ne editing and tl1e scribal labors; it is barely possible 
tl1at he '''as in fact included in the ..,,,e·• of the entry for ro\c111ber, 1785. Sec al o J)avid 
Sherrnan, 1-JistoT)' of the J~cvisions of the J)iscijJlinc of the J.1ethodist EpiscojJal Church, 
PI)· 86-g. 

http:san1e.42
http:l)isciplirie.41
http:co11stitutio11.40
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tl1e i11a11date of tl1e A111erica11 1)reacl1ers 11e 11in1self 'vas 110,v i11 tl1e 
dri\ri11g seat, a11cl l1e resol\red to exercise J-1is })O,ver to g·ood })lll"J)OSe. 
1 "'l1ere is no dotll)t tl1at autl1ority suited }1i111. He 'vas a ca1)able or
ga11izer a11d a tireless \\1 0rker. But l1e \Vas 11e\1er \1er)' good at delegating 
respo11sil)ility. 1-Ie l)elie\'ed l10t 0111)' t11at "1f a jol)'s \~lortl1 doing, it's 
\Vortl1 <loing· \veil," lJ11t tl1at "lf )'<JU '\rant a tl1i11g ''re}} do11e, do it 
)'Ot1rself." (l..ike "\i\Tesle)', Asl)u1·y 'vas fo11d of quoting pro\1 erbs.) 1-Ie 

'''as perl1a1)s u11dul}1 a11xious lest so111e of l1is colleagues 111igl1t b)1 their 
i11ex1)erie11ce 01· 0\1ere11tl1usias111 da111age or l1i11der l1is belo\1ed 
~1Ietl1odis1n. He clid 111ake 011c sig11ifica11t effort to sl1are co11trol \vitl1 
c>thers, 110,ve\'er, altl1ot1g·l1 it \Vas 111isL111derstood, a11d backfired. Dur
i11g tl1e last )'ears of l1is life "\\Tesle)' 11ad gatl1ered arou11d l1i111 a cou11cil 
of se11ior J)reacl1ers i11 I ...onclo11, \vho ser\1ed to kee1) tl1e \vl1eels of 
1\Ietl1<)dis1n oilecl, acti11g as a11 exect1ti\'C lJO<l)' 011 ''' esley's behalf be
t,vee11 Co11fere11ces. 111 1789 Asbur)' })ersuaded t11e A1nerica11 Co11
fere11ce sin1ilarl)1 to a1)1)oi11t a11 executi\1e Cou11cil, a11d it see111s at 
least ()Ossil)le tl1at tl1e idea can1e fro111 E11gla11d, tl1ot1gl1 it 'vas clif
fere11tl)' (:011stitt1tecl ar1cl inet aver)' differe11t situatio11. Because of the 
l1uge dista11ces it \Vas in11)racticable for all American 1)reacl1ers to 
co111e to 011e conference, so tl1ey met sectio11all)', \Vi tl1 Asbur}' tra\1el i11g 
froin one sessio11 to a11otl1e1' ,.vitl1 tl1e sa111e age11da; })efore a11 issue \Vas 
settled eacl1 gr<Jtl}) l1ad to agree. At first tl1ere \Vere tl1ree sessio11s, 011e 
i11 tl1e Caroli11as, 011e in \lirgi11ia, a11d tl1e otl1er i11 1ar)1la11d. In 1788 
tl1ere '''ere six, i11 1789 ele\1e11, i11 i 790 fourtee11, in I i92 se\1entee11. 
111 order to sect1re a co111111or1 i11i11d '"1 itl1 greater efficie11C)' Asl)Ul")' sug
gested a Cot111cil co11sisti11g of tl1e t\\'O bisl10J)S (\\1l1en Coke \Vas a\rail
al)le) together \\1 itl1 tl1e 1)residi11g elders (or tl1eir substitutes) from at 
least 11ine districts. 1"'11e idea l1ad so111e l11erit, especially tl1at of a\1oid
ing great ex1)e11se a11d clisruptio11 of local acti\1ities. 111 tl1e scl1e111e as 
it \vas 1)rese11ted, l1o'"'e\1er, tl1ere \Vere serioL1s fla,vs, and son1e preacl1ers 
sa\v it as a stratage111 \vl1erel)y Asl)UT)' i11tended to secure a stra11gle
l1old on ~1etl1odism by 1nea11s of a grou1) of )res-1ne11 'vl101n l1e ai)
})Oi11ted. After 111eeti11g on t\\'O oc,casio11s 0111)1 it '''as thro'"'ll 0\1erlJoard 
i11 fa\1or of a delegated quadre11nial General Co11fere11ce-a scl1en1e 
fa,,ored lJ)' 'Coke, as \vell as by Ja111es O'Kell)' and Jesse Lee, fro111 \vl1om 
a1)pare11tly ca111e the origi11al idea.43 1""}1e first sucl1 Ge11eral Co11fer

• 
ence met in 1 792. 

43. I..ec, Short History, 1>1>. 149-59; HA A1, I, 429- 31, 433-5; Tigert, op. cit., pp. 243-54, 
257-8, 263-5. 
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Asbury's autl1orit)', tl1erefore, b)' 110 n1ea11s \\'e11t u11challe11ged, lJt1t 
it \Vas ge11erall)' accepted \\1itl1 a good gra,ce l)ecause of tl1e \\1a)' i11 
\vl1icl1 it \Vas ,exercised-i11 ge11era l, \ \1esl C)''s \vay. J11 tl1e )'ear of \\Tes
le)''s death, 110,ve\1er, and i11 eacl1 of t11e t\\'O fol]o,vi11g )'Cars, serious 
dis1Jutes threate11ed botl1 Asbury's autl1orit)' as bi l101J a11cl otl1e1· i111
portant as1)ects of i\1etl1oclist IJolit)'· --r~l1e first t\VO led to scl1is111s, tl1e 
tl1ird \Vas l1ealed. It is i11structi\1e to see 11is jJOSitio11 ir1 tl1ese e111er

•

ge11c1es. 
\i\Ti.Iliam Ha111met,44 an lrisl1111a11 \vl10 l1ad kissed tl1e 13lctr11e)' sto11e, 

\\
1as ordai11ed }))' \i\' esley i11 1786 i11 order t11at he i11igl1t ser\1e i11 1e\·V

fol111dland. I-le \\'as dri\1e11 \4litl1 sto1·111-S\\1ept Coke to tl1e \Vest I11dies, 
and re111ai11ed a 1nissio11ar)' t11ere t111til 1791, \vl1e11 l1e \\1e11t \Vitl1 Coke 
to recuperate i11 Cl1arlesto11, S.C. I·Ie so i111pressed tl1e 1\1et11odists 
there tl1at tl1ey decicled tl1ey \\'ere gc>i11g to l1a\1e l1i111 as tl1eir n1i11ister. 
Asbur)' (present i11 Cl1arlesto11, as \\1as Coke, for a Co11fe1·e11ce) co11
fided to his ]011r11al: "I a111 so1ne,vl1at distressed at tl1e u11easi11e s of 
our peo1Jle, '''110 clai111 a rigl1t to c11o<Jse tl1e:ir 0\\711 1)reacl1ers-a tl1 i11g 
quite 11e'v a111011gst 1etl1odists. 1011e f)ut Ir. l-Ia111111et \\rill do for 
the111. \\Te sl1all see 110,·v it \vill e11d." 45 St1l)seque11t e\'C11ts gi,,e reasor1 
for us to believe tl1at tl1e last pl1rase l1eld so111etl1i11g of a tl1reat. As
bul)' \vas resol,,ed to preser\1e fetl1odis111 as a ge11ui11e co1111ectio11, 
11ot as a mere affiliation of i11depe11de11t cc>11gregatio11s cl1oc)sing tl1eir 
0\\111 IJreachers. For tl1e ti111e })ei11g· l1e a1Jpeared to raise 110 JJL1blic ob
jection, and did indeed aJJ}Joi11t l-Ia111111et to Cl1arlesto11, but 0111 )' as 
jt1nior to a11otl1er elcler, Rel1f)e11 l~llis, \v110 l1ad l)ee11 ordai11ed a )'ear 
earlier. Tl1is lJrougl1t alJout a split i11 tl1e cl1urcl1, a11d Ha111111et for111ed 
tl1e first scl1is111atic 1etl1odist de110111i11atio11, thougl1 l1e clai111ed t11at 
(unlike AslJUT)', \vl10 'vas too at1tocratic) l1e '''as bei11g tr11e to '"'esley 
and l1is pri11ci1Jles, tl1erefore na111i11g l1is gt·ou1J t11e Prin1iti\1e l\1etl1od
ist Cl1urch. Tl1is fizzled ot1t after l1is deatl1 i11 i 803.46 

Tl1e case of Ja1nes O'Kell)' is 1nucl1 }Jetter k110\\'Il. 1-I'ere '''as a11otl1er 
lrisl1n1a11, far 111ore gifted, a11d \Vitl1 111ore SJJiritt1al graces, tl1a11 l-I'a1n
met. But he could 11ot tolerate 'vl1at l1e called tl1e "ecclesiastical 111011

44. His nan1e has usually bee11 SJ>elled "l-Iamn1ctt,'' though other varia11ts exist; in 
manuscript letters at Duke l Jniversity, ho,vcver, his son l~enjamin uses only one t, as did 
Hammet himself in his published lnipartial State111e11t of the Known Inconsistencies of 
the Reverend Dr. Coke. 

45. Asbury. ] ournal, I, 668. 
46. D. A. Reily. "'\7illiam Hamrnctt," pp. 30-43; HAA1, I, 617-22; li'HS, XX\1111, 99

101; Jerry o· Teil Cook, "l~he First Schism of Axnerican fethodism ." 



arcl1y" ,of E11glisl1111e11, a11d in 1787 successful])' blocked '\'esle)''s 
ap1Joi11t111e11t of \\7J1atcoat as a ''superi11te11de11t." 47 Es1Jecially 11e 

cl1allc11ged Asl)Ur)'s rigl1t to assig11 }Jreacl1e1·s to tl1ei1· statio11s, ,vJ1etl1er 

b)' J1i111self or alJetted b)' a11 aristocraC)' of 1)residi11g elders, as i11 As

})Ur)''s Cou11cil, aclOJ)ted i11 i 7 g. O'f(ell)' co11ti11ued to s11ipe at 

Asl>ttf)''s ]JO,ver, a11d i11 17~~2 al)]Jealecl fro1n tJ1e bisl101)'s autocratic 
decisio11 to tl1e judgine11t of 11is }Jeers, 111eeti11g· i11 tl1e fi1·st Ge11eral 

Cc>11ference-1Jut \ras 11ot J)rCJ)ared to accept tl1e ' 'erdict 'v11e11 it ''Te11t 
agai11st l1i111self. 1-l e '\'alked out of tl1at 1792 Ge11eral Confer,e11ce to 
fo1,11 a 11e,,· cl1 urcl1, reorga11ized i11 i 80 I as 1~11e Cl1ristia11 Cl1 urcl1, 

\vl1icJ1 later 111erg·ecl \\1 itl1 tl1e Co11gregatio11alists; '''itl1i11 rece11t )'ea1·s 
tl1is 111erger J1as i11 tur11 beco111e 011e co11stitue11t of Tl1e U11ited Cl1urcl1 

of Cl1rist.48 

U11til 11is deatl1 AslJtlr)' co11ti11t1ecl to ])ress l1is t\vi11 cc>11ccr11s of t11e 
11eed for a11 aL1tl1oritati\'e episcopaC)' i11 order to secu1·e a co11sta11tly 

iti11erati11g 111i11istr)'· lllu111i11ati11g 011 t11is JJOi11t is his attitude to,vards 

a j)OSsible u11io11 ''1itl1 t11e Ger111ans of tl1e U11ited Bretl1re11, and j)OS
sibl)1 ot11er de110111i11atio11s, for 'vl10111 l1'e felt ge11t1i11e affectio11, Pl1ilip 
'\TiJlia111 Otterl)ei11 l)ei11g· i11 111a11)' res1)ects a close frie11d altl1ougl1 

111ucl1 older.49 Asbtir)' 111ai11tai11ed tl1at tl1ey possessed good l11e11 a11d 

adequate fi11a11cial resources, lJtlt '''ere l1i11dered fro111 real succe s by 
a11tiq t1ate<l 111etl1ods, 1>)7 tl1e i11de1)e11de11ce of t11eir }Jreacl1ers, a11d by 
tl1e lack of a "111aster-s1)irit to 1·ise Uj) a11d orga11ize a11d lead tl1en1." 

He 'vas co11\1i11ced tl1at u11der 110 ci1-ct11n ta11ces could a spiritual ref
or111atio11 be per1)ett1ated 'vitl1ot1t "a \vell-directed iti11era11cy." 1"'11is 

it 'vas, ratl1e1· tl1a11 tl1e use of tl1e Ger111a11 la11guage i11 A111erica11 'vork 
a11d 'vorsl1i1), 'vl1icl1 da111ped l1is e11tl1t1sias111 for a u11io11 'vith t11e 
U11ited Bretl1re11 \vl1icl1 '\'Ould l1a\re radically altered cl1e patter11s of 

botl1 tl1eir l1istor)' a11d tl1at of ietl1odis111.50 

Asl1t1r)' ,,·as 11ot 111erel)' co11cer11ed \Vitl1 1)rotecti11g· l1is O\'\r11 1)reroga

ti\1es for tl1e sake of 1)er 011al 1)restige, 11o'"'C\1er, but becaL1se l1e 
belie\1ed-e\1e11 tl1ougl1 111istake11l)' 011 occasio11-tl1at si11ce he con

siste11tl)1 exercised J1is autl1orit)' to tl1e glor)' of God it 111ust al\va)'S 

47. Charles J;-ranklin Kilgore, 1'he ]a111es O'Kelly Schisrri in the ft.1ethodist Episcopal 
Church, pp. 10-13; Asbury, journal , JII , 51-3. 

48. Kilgore, Of>. cit., pj). 12-34: 1:rederick A. Non\·ood, "James O'Kelly-?\1ethodist 
1'1a\erick," J)p. 14-28, a sligl1tl) fuller \Crsion of ,,·hich is in HAA1, I, 440-52. 

49. Cf. l)aul If . Eller, "Francis Asbu11 and J>hilip \Villiam Otterbein," PI)· 3-13. 
50. See Paul Blanken 11ip, "l~ishop A bu11· and the Get 111ans," pp. 5-13, espec. 

p. I 0. 

http:ietl1odis111.50
http:older.49
http:Cl1rist.48


tt1rn ot1t for tl1e good of n1a11. 1-Ie \Vas eq ti all)' strict '''here 110 CJ t1esti<Jn 
of e1)isco1)al autl1orit)' '''as i11\'C>l\1ed, bt1t si1111)l)1 a i11atter of ~1etl1odist 
ad111i11istratio11 at a lO\\rer le\1el. J1,e '''as co11\ri11ced tl1at if ~1etf1odis1n 
\vas to 111ai11tai11 it..~ SJ)irit11al g·l<)\V it 111t1st safeguard tl1e sta11clards of 
pasto1·al disci1)Ii11e at tl1e local ]e,1e], a11d to tl1is e11d l1e \Vas e\1e11 1)re
parecl to do f)attle \vitf1 011e of J1is 111c)st ca1)alJle 1iet1te11a11ts. 111 order 
to 111ai11tai11 tl·ue spiritual fello,vsl1i1) ,v}1at 111igl1t see111 elaborate j)l·e
cautions \\1ere taken to j)rotect tl1e co11fide11tial i1ature of 1)ri\1ate 
societ)' 111eeti11gs, so tl1at 11earts could lJe 01)e11ecl, ad\1ice or ad111011ition 
offered, \A.ri tl1ou t ei11 f)arrass111e11 t or social d a11ger. 1--0 tl1is ei1d tl1e first 
IJiscijJli11e of 1785 re1)eatecl as its ele\1e11tl1rulea1)r0\1isio11 of 'i\' esle)''s 
l\~Ji11utes: '' ~t e\ er)' otf1er 111eeti11g of the societ)' i11 e\1er)' ]Jlace, let no 
stranger be ad111itted. At otl1e1· ti111es tl1e)' 111a)'; but tl1e sa111e perso11 
11ot abo,1 e t\\1ice or tl1rice. 111 01·der to tl1is, see tl1at all i11 e\'C1")' })lace 
sl10\\1 t11eir tickets })efore tl1e)1 co111e i11. " (1 '"11e t'velftl1 rt1le, 11ot 1)rese11t 
i11 \i\7esle)'1 

S J11i11utes, l)ut added by tl1e A111erica11 011fe1·e11ce of 1773, 
made a si111ilar 1)r0\1isio11 for lo\1e-feasts, ,,vJ1e11 ~e t11e class or 111e111 l)e1·

" 51)sl1i1) tickets later ca111e to })e k110,v11 as ''lo\1e-feast tickets. 111 01·der 
to "pre\1ent i1111)roper 1)erso11s fro111 i11si Jl ua ti11g i11 to tl1 e Societ}1" tl1e 
sixtee11tl1 1·t1le 111ade J)fO\'ision for \V<)t1ld-IJe 111e1nl)ers to f)e 1)rese11ted 
'''itl1 a cop)' of ''' esle)''s Ger1e1·al Rules tl1e fi1·st ti111e tl1e)' 111et i11 class, 
after tl1ree or fot1r \1isit~ to })e gi\1e11a11ote autl1<>rizi11g ft1ller 1)a1·tici1)a
tion, a11d to f)e i sued a ticket 0111)' after reco111111e11datio11 "b)' a Lead
er ,,vitl1 \vl101n tile)' l1a\'e 111et at least t\\70 i11011tl1s 011 tl·ial." 52 

The ob,1iot1s asst1n1ptio11-11ot j)Clled out i11 tl1e 1Jiscipli-r1e- \vas 
tl1at t11e class-111eeti11gs \vl1icl1 fo1·1ned t11e co1111)011e11t u11its of tl1e so
ciety '\1ere to be fe11ced i11 a si111ilar '''a)' to tl1e fello'''sl1iJJ 111eeti11gs of 
tl1e co1111)Iete societ)'· 111 1793, 110\\1C\1er, I~zekiel Coo1)er dre'v A bt1r)' 1 

S 

attentio11 to t11e fact tl1at i11 l ..)11111, 11ear l3osto11, 'vl1e1·e tl1e redoubtaf)le 
pioneer ]esse 1..ee l1acl fo1·111ed tl1e first 1assac11usetts ociet)' i11 1791, 
I ...ee \Vas no'v al 'I0\\1i11g· aI1)'fJ11e \vl10 'visl1ecl to al te11d societ)' classes for 
as long as a )'ea1· ''' itl1out beco111i11g 111e1nbers. ltl1ougl1 otl1er factors 
\\1ere i11,rolved, i11cludi11g I ...ee's stro11g })el ief i11 a settlecl 1etl1odist 
mi11istr)' for 1e'v E11gla11d, 11is laxit)' i11 ociet)' di ci1)Ii11e see111ed to 
form the i11ajor reaso11 '"11)' at tl1e follo,vi11g Co11fere11ce A lJllr)' re
placed l1i111 \\fitl1 Cooper. t first I ...ee i·efused to go 011 a i11issio11 to 

1ai11e, as sl)tlr)' directed. Asbur)' co1111)ro1nised f))' listi11g Lee for 

51. Asbury, Journal, 1, 85; \\'akeley, I..ost Chapters, pp. 412- 25. 
52. Tigert, OJl. cit., pp. 530-7, 545-6. 



botl1 J)laces, ·,vitl1 titular aL1thorit)' 0111)' i11 L)11111. I... ee 11L111g on so 1011g 
in L)11111, 11o'''ever, tl1at t11ere \vas a11 altercatio11 })et\vee11 11i1n a11d 
Coo1)e1·, and Coo1)er i11for111ed Asf)Ur)' tl1at he 'visl1ed to i·esig11. After 
lo11g dela)'S Lee did i11 fact lea\1e for ~lai11e, '\v}1ere l1e j)TO\'ed e111i11e11tly 
st1ccessft1I, a11d e\re11tt1all)' becan1e recc>nciled to l)otl1 Cooper a11d 
1\sl)t1ry.53 Tl1is little k11C)\\r11 cl1a1)ter i11 tl1e life of Jesse I ...ee illt1strates 
11ot <)111)' l1is ,C>\·vn 1·t1ggecJ i11der)e11de11ce, })ut tl1e trials of a bisl1op, es
})eciall)' 011e like Asl)UT)', so dee1)l)1 co11cer11ed for tl1e daily 'velfare of 
grass-roots 1etl1odis111. 

l "'HE HALL1\1ARK OF AJ'OSl"'OLJCll"'Y 

0111e 1ne11, like Ha1111net a11d O'Kelly, reacted to t11e status popu
larl)' accorded to tl1e111 as JJreac11ers lJy })ei11g 1111able to accept a11y su
})erior, e\1e11 a re\1ered bisl101). T11e 111ajori t)' of t11e 1)1·eacl1ers, 110,ve\1er, 
\·Vere 1)re1)are,d to reSJ)CCt a11 autl1orit)' 'vl1icl1 l)ore tl1e l1all111ark of 
aJ)<>stolicit)'· ~J"'l1is tl1e)' fou11d i11 Asbt1r)'· 1~1e called tl1e111 to self-(lisci
j)li11,e-l)ut first (like \l\Tesle)') J1e J1i111self regula1·l)1 rose at 4.:00 A.1\1., 

spe11t lo11g l1ours i11 1)ra)1er ai1d 13il)lc stud)', li\1ed frugall)', fasted e\1ery 
J~1·ida)', 111issed 1neals to keei) a1Jpoi11t111e11ts, a11d al,va)'S cou11ted 1)eO
})le as i11ore i1n1)orta11t tl1a11 l1is o'v11 j)leasure or 1)ai11.54 I ie called tl1en1 
to 1)astoral ser,,ice a11d iti11era11t j)reacl1i11g-bt1t first 11e l1i111self ga\'e 
far 111ore tl1a11 l1e could afford i11 1no11ey a11d effort. During l1is last 
t'\'O )'ears, cri1)1)led ,,vitl1 rl1eu111atis111, \\1l1eezi11g 'vitl1 astl1111a, 'veak
e11ed lJ)' })le111·is)', J1e refused to gi,,e U}) l1is tra\1eli11g, so t11at tl1e Re\'
erend .Tc>l111 \\Te le)' 13011cl acco1111)a11ied l1i111, ca1!·)1i11g l1i111 i11 his 
ar111s like a little c11il<l. 13011d tried to 11olcl Asl)u1·y back, but to i10 
a\1ail, f<Jr 11e '\vould re1)l)1 : "It l1as 11e\re1· 1Jee11n1y1)ractice to Sa)' to t11e 
)'Ou11ger 1)reacl1ers, 'Go, l)O)'S,' lJtlt 'Co111e.' 1 l1a\1e ever set a11 exa1111)le 
of i11d Ltstr)' a11d })U11ctualit)', a11d if e\rer tl1e )'Ou11g 111e11 sl1ould neglect 
tl1eir a1)1)oi11t1nents it 111u t 11ot be lJ)' ot1r exa1111)le." Bo11d ca1·ried l1i1n 
i11to tl1e cl1urcl1 at Jlicl1111011d, \ 1irgi11ia, 011 1arcl1 24, 1816, ,v}1ere at 
tl1e age of seve11ty lie 1)reacl1ed ,vJ1at '\ras to be his last ser111011, exactly 

53. A1ethodist 1-Jistory, \ 11, No. 4 (Jul}. i 968), 44-6; cf. Scherer, J!.zehiel Cooper, pp. 
81-5, basicall} the same story by the sarne '' riter. 

54· Robert J. Bull, "l...c\vis l\1yc1 ' Reminiscences of Francis Asbury," pp. 5-10. o 
successful '"as Asbury in inculcating earl} rising that \\•hen 1~hon1as Coke arri\ed in 
1784 he confessed that Freeborn Ga1rettson "n1akes n1e quite a barned, for he invariably 
ri cs at four in the 111orning, and not only he, but several others of the preachers; and 
no\v, blushing, J brought back n1y alarn1 to four o'clock." (l'ho1nas Coke, Extracts of 
the ]our11als of the Rev. Dr. Gaile's Five Jlisits to A1nerica, p. 15.) 
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a \\reek before l1e died. He sat 011 a table to deli\1er l1is n1essage, a11d it 
\Vas 11ot 0111)' l1is frec1t1e11t pat1ses for lJreatl1 'vl1icl1 c;tt1sed tl1e ser111011 
to last al111ost a11 l1ou1·. I-le l1ad 111a1l)' SJ)iritual tl1i11gs to i1111)art to his 
belo\1ed l\1etl1odists.55 

\\T}1en Asbur)', tl1eref:ore, Sl11111no11ed l1is 1)rcacl1ers to fo1·sake tl1e 
co111forts of l10111elife, tc) e11clt1re co11sta11t a11cl toilscJ111e tra\rel, tl1ey 
've11t, tl1e)' suffe1·ed. For tl1e)' k11e'v tl1at l1is 111i11isterial JalJors clai111ed 
l1i111 so co1111)letel)' tl1at l1e l1ad i1e\1er fc>u11d ti111e to "1)urcl1ase la11d, to 
bL1ild hi1nself a l1ouse, 01· e\1 e11 to 111arr)' a ,,,ife.'' 56 l ""'l1e)' k11e'v tl1at 
l1e 'vas i11lalJors111ore abu11da11t tl1a11 tl1e)'· l ""'l1e)' k11e'v tl1at l1e 'vas 
read)' to })e called a fool for 1Cl1rist's sake, cou11ti11g e1)iscopal ser,1 ice 
far 111ore i1111)orta11t tl1a11 ei)iscopal dig11it)'· 1""'l1e)1 res1)011ded to his 
call, 11ot al\4la)'S gladl)', 11ot al\\'a)'S \vit11out a i11L1r111ur, but tl1e)' re
spo11ded-to a leader \vl10111 t11e)' trt1stecl, \vl10111 tile)' 1·es1)ected, for 
\vl10111 t11e)' felt a re\1ere11t a\\Te if seldo111 a dee1) 1)erso11al aff:ectio11. A 
11u111l)er e\'e11 realizecl tl1e secret de1)tl1s of l1is de\rotio11 to tl1e111, as 
testif1ed to b)' Jol111 \t\'esle)' I3011d: "(), 110\v ofte11 11a\1e T l1eard 11i111 i11 
tl1e dead l1our of tl1e 11igl1t, \vl1e11 fro111 tl1e \1iole11ce of l1is cougl1 l1e 
''ras unal)]e to lie d0\\1 11, a11d 11early gas1)i11g for breatl1, )'C t SJ)CJ1cli11g 
tl1at l)reatl1 i11 \vl1is1)er of 1)ra)rer for tl1e \vork of God i11 ge11eral, a11d 
1)a1·tict1larl)1 for t11ose e11gaged i11 carr)1i11g it <>11. 1-Iis act.i\1e i11i11d 'vas 
aln1ost i11cessa11tly ru1111ing f1·01n Co11fe1·e11ce to Co11fere11ce, a11d 
tl1rougl1 tl1e differe11t districts, circt1its, a11d statio11s, calli11g tl1e dif
fere11t preacl1er b)' 11a111e, a11d co1111nc11di11g· tl1e111 to tl1e 1)rotectio11 
of God...." 57 Sucl1 111e11 sa,,1 al)out l1i111 tl1e a1)ostolic glo''' \vl1icl1 '"e 
l1a\'e lea1·11ed to descril)e as "cl1ari 111a," ai1d fell u11der l1is SJ)ell. l~e111·)' 

Boel1111, ,,·}10 l1eard l1i111 1)reacl1 fiftee11 l1u11dred ser111011s, testified, ''I-le 
see111ed bo1·11 to s'va)' otl1ers." 58 111 1 i 7 tl1e 1)reacl1ers de l il)eratel y i·e
buffed \\Tes le)' ratl1e1· tl1a11 1·isk losi11g AslJt11·)·. 59 \ \T}1e11 i 11 1800 l1e tried 
to i·esign l)ecause of serious ill11ess l1e 'vas 1)ersuadecl to co11ti11ue, \Vitl1 
a11otl1er bisl101) elected to ease l1i bt1rde11. 1-:le 111ea11t too 111ucl1 to 
tl1e111; tl1e)' could 11ot let 11i111 go.60 

55. ft.1ethodist 11istory, I\', No. 3 (Apri l, 1966), 12-13. 
56. Ibid., p. 16; cf. \\Tate, 1 ife, J>p. 182-3. 
57. ft.1ethodist Flisto1)1 , I\', No. 3 (April, 1966), pJ>. 12-13; cf. the testin1ony of J)avid 

f\1. Reese: "J have l1eard it said that he pia)ed fo1 C\Cf)' one of the travelling 1>reachers 
by nan1e, t\\'ice C\ CT)' da), and for each circuit all O\ er the connection." (Sprague, A1l1lals, 
p. 20.) 

58. l~ipplc, Asbury, pp. 237-8, 303. 
59. l~iger t, op. cit., p. 234. 

Go. Lee, Short Hisl01)'• pp. 264-7. 
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7'1 R. T\1ETH0D IST\1 

Asl)ury ga\1e not 0J1ly directio11 bt1t col1e~io11 to tl1e ,v}1ole body of 
f\1etl1odists-an ar111)' 'vl1icl1 gre\v steadil)' t111der 11is Ieaclersl1i1), f1·01n 
5,c>c10 in 1776 tc> 15,000 i11 1786 ai1d 21,1,000 at 11is deatl1 i11 1816. In 
1776 tlie)' <>CCllJ)iecl a l1a11dft1l <Jf se<tboard states bet\\1ee11 Ne'v )'c>1·k 

Cit)' a11d l ortl1 Carol i11a: lJy 1816 ret}1odists l1ad Sj)read i11 to tl1e e11
tire settled 1)art of tl1e 11atio11 east of tl1e Allegl1e11ies, a11d also-kee1J
i11g })ace \vit11 tl1e fro11tier 1)io11eers-u1J to tl1e 11ext great di,,ide of tl1e 

1ississil)J)i Jli\1e1·, and e\re11 f)e)'Oll d i11 to 1 issou ri a11d Arka11sas. 61 }Jre
''e11 ti11g religious frag111e11tatior1 t111der such co11ditio11s \\'as e11or111ous
l)1 difficult, })ut Asbur)' i11ore t11a11 atl)'011e else acco111plisl1ed it. 011 
A L1gust 1 o, 178i, Tl10111as Coke ,,·rote £1·0111 E11gla11cl a letter addressed 
si1111)l)1, "Tl1e Re\1d. BisJ101) sl)Ur)', To1·tl1 A111e1·ica." 62 1""'11e fact tl1at 
it \Vas deli\1ered testifies 11<)t 011ly to l1is fa111e bt1t to l1is all-ra11gi11g 
iti11e1·a11C)'· J·lis \vas 110 leaclers11i1) fro111 J1eadqt1arter , but fro111 t11e 
fielcl, i11 j)CrS<)11a1 tot1cl1 \Vitl1 tl1e li\1 i11g 1)rOl)}e111s a11d opportu11ities as 
tl1e)' arose. l~\1e11 ,v}1e11 ex1Ja11sio11, cou1)led \\1 itl1 l1is O\v11faili11g11ealtl1, 
11ecessitated tl1e electio11 of 11e,,1 ])isl1ops, of \\ll1atcoat i11 1800 a11cl of 
l\1cl(c11dree i11 i 808-IJotl1 of '"110111, like sl)Ul")', l·e1nai11ed si11gle to 
kee1) UJJ \\'ith tl1eir task- slJ11r)' co11ti11t1ed to 111ai11tai11 l1is iti11eranC)' 
0\1 er all tl1e settled }Jart of tl1e i1ited States.63 J-lis rugged face, ,,·ith 
its large 111outl1 a11d 1)ro111i11e11t 11ose, '' l1icl1 seemed u111)1·e1Josse si11g 
u11til )'OU 'vere arrested }))' tl1e g1i11t i11 l1is blue e)1es, beca1ne fa111iliar 
tl1rougl1ou t t11e A111erica11 sce11e. So111eti111es, it is true, l1e \\7as 11ot 
recc)g11ized, 1Jeca11se j)COJ)le '"ere looki11g for so111eo11e n1ore i111posi11g 
tl1a11 tl1is \viry-looki11g 111a11 'vitl1 15<> }JOu11ds packed tigl1tl)1 011to l1is 
51 911 fra111e, clressecl i11 cli11g)' f)}ack (re1Jlaci11g tl1e gi·e)' of 11is i11iddle 
years) t<)j)j)ed off \Vitl1 a Jo,,r_cro\v11ed lJroad-l)1·i111111ed black l1at fro111 
,,,J1icl1 esca1Jed Ao'''i11g 'vl1ite locks. 64 As i11 l~11gla11d u11de1· \\Te le)', so 
i11 i11erica u11der Asl)Ur)', :\1etl1oclis111 l)eca111e a t1·ue "Co1111exio11," 

61. Cf. I~arclay, op. cit., J, 110-57; S\\•eet, Religion 011 the A111erican Frontier, J\', 51
65. 

6~. At J)re''' Uni,ersit); cf. rI ipJ)lC, Asbury, PJ>. 155, 158. 
63. Cf. ''eet, lleligion 011 the An1e1ican Frontier, 1\1

, 65. Jiet,,•cen quadrennial Gen
eral Conferences "e' Cl) bishop "a expected to ha\ e 1nade the con1plete round of the 
entiae church." :Fro1n AJ)ril, 1815, to his death in l\1arch, 1816, A bury tra,clcd th1ough 
l\1ai)land, J)cla,vare, J>cnns)l\ania, 1 e''' Jeisey, 'e"' '\rork, 1a sachusett, 1·e,\' 1-Iarnp
shire, \\'est \ ' irginia, Ohio, Ken tuck), ~rcnnessec, North Carolina, ou th Carolina, and 
\ ' irginia. 

64. 1-lenry I3oehm, quoted in 1~ipplc, Asbui)', f)p. 302-s. 
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e\'er)' IJa1·t li11ked 1vitl1 e\1er)' otl1er part, i1ot 0111)1 f))' a cl1ai11 of office 
a11d co111111a11cl, a series of C<>111111ittees ~111cl co11fere11ces and t.ra\1eli11g 
1)reacl1ers, })tlt b)' tl1e tirele~ iti11era11C)' of one 111a11, tl1cir fatl1er i11 
God, Fra11cis Asbu1·)'· 

Asbur)1's ajJologia fJ1·0 vita s11a '"as co11tai11cd i11 ''A \laledicto1·y 
Address'' t<> I~isl101) 'i\Tillia111 I\fcKe11clree, <lat.eel Al1gust 5, 1813. 111 
tl1is l1e used t,,.o i1111Jorta11t adjecti\1es to descril)e 1etl1odis111 as l1e 
e11\1isio11ed it: ''apostolical" a11d "1nissio11ar)'·" I le clain1ed tl1at co11
tra1·y to }JOj)U}a1· OJJi11io11 it \Vas still }JOssilJle £01· 1et11odis1n to retai11 
"sucl1 d,oct1·i11es, sucl1 disci }Jli11e, st1cl1 co11\1ictio11s, st1cl1 co11\1ersio11s, 
s11cl1 1vit11esses of sa11ctificatio11, a11d sucl1 1101)' 111e11," as "i11 for111er 
a]JOstolical da)'s." l3t1t 0111)' if tl1ey re111ai11ed a 111issionar)' cl1urcl1, if 
tl1eir 1)reacl1ers, l)isl1<>JJS a11cl elders alike, iti11eratccl, a did Jlaul, ,..r.. i1110
tl1)', a11d l""itus, tl1us 1nai11tai11i11g "tl1c tra\1eli11g apostolic order a11d 
111i11istr)' tl1at is fou11d i11 ou1· \'Cr)' co11stitutio11." 65 

As l1e 11 eared tl1 e e11cl of 11 is cot1rse, a11d '\1as '\7i tl1 i11 gi·as1J of: tl1 e )Jrize 
of l1is 11igl1 ,calli11g· i11 (-: l1rist ~Jesus, 1~ra11cis Asbury did as St. I'aul l1ad 
do11e-asked 11 is col Ieagues to i11dulge 11i111 i i1 a little fool isl1 boasti11g.66 

(TJ1e }Jassage is le11gtl1)', 1Jt1t little k110\v11, a11d illustrates se\1eral as
JJects of Asl)u1·y's a11ostolic 111i11 is tr)'): ''I ... a111 11<)'" ir1 tl1e fort)1-fi ftl1 
)·ear of Ill)' 111issio11 i11 t11is cou11tr)', du1-i11g '\1l1icl1 ti111e I l1a\1e lalJoured 
e ·te11si,·el)1 Sixty ti111es I J1a\1e crossed t11e '\1ide ra11ge of tl1e AJle• 

gl1e11)' 1not111tai11s, i11 goi11g a11d retur11i11g· to a11d fro111 tl1e \\1ester11 
cot111tr)1 ; ai1cl ofte11 lJefore tl1ere \\ras e\re11 a lJriclle }Jatl1 to JJC>i11t tl1e 
\Va)', or a l1ou e to s}1elte1· us; a11d \vl1e11 J11dia11 de!Jreclatio11 ,,·as co111
111itted before a11d 1Je11i11d a11d 011 eitl1er side of 111e. l"''\'e11t)1-11i11e visits 
I l1a\1e 111ade to 1ortl1 a11d Soutl1 Ca1·0] i11a, a11d ' 'arioLtS }Jarts of Geor
gia; a11d (1·eqt1e11tl)' \\1l1e11 tl1eir rt1de JJOle-bridges '\'Ould be fioati11g 
lJ)' tl1e \Vaters t11at at ti1nes i11t111date tl1e I0\\1la11cl of tl1at cot111tr)', so 
tl1at so111eti111es I 11ad to \\1ade a11d lead 111)' 11orse a1011g tl1e ])est 'vay 
I could. A11d tl1e1·e it 'Alas I caugl1t sucl1 cc,lds as l1a\1e faste11ed like a 
\ 1 t1Jture 011 111)' lt111gs e\1er sir1ce. A11d lJ)' freque11t e ' ])OSu1·e to bad 
\\

1eatl1e1·, a11d J1a\1 i11g· to slee1J ii1 j)Ole-cabi11s, 'vl1ere tl1ere 'vas 11otl1i11g 
bet,vee11 t.l1e log·s to kee1J out tl1e '\1i11c], I l1a\1C 11ad 11cl1 attacks of tl1e 
rl1eu111a tis111 tl1at 111 )' feet a11d 1,egs l1a\ 'C lJee11 so S\\'Ol le11 tl1a t I \\1 as 
u11al)le to ,,·alk, a11d 'vould }1a,,e to lJe carried a11d sit 011 Ill)' l1orse; 
\Vl1ere, 11ot 1Jei11g af)}e to kee}J 111)' feet i11 tl1e tirrtlfJ , I l1acl to let tl1e111 

65. Asbury, ]ou1"11al, 111, 475-g2, cspcc. (>p . 475-G, 491-2. 
66. Cf. 2 Cor. i 1 : 16-30. 



l1a11g. A11d i11 t11is 1)ai11ful co11ditio11 1 l1a\'e tra\relled l1u11dreds of 

1nile 1)reacl1ir1g tl1e gos1)el. A11d f1·0111 tl1ese re1)eated S'\velli11gs, a11d 

tl1e se\•ere 1)ai11s aco1111)a11)1i11g the111, tl1e use of Ill)' li111l)s ['vas so 
take11J {1·0111 111e tl1a t l l1a,,e i1ot 1Jee11 a})} e to sta11d to JJreacl1 a ser1no11 

for se\re11 )·ears, bt1t l1a\'C l1ad to re t Ill)' elf agai11st a talJle or stool. 
l~esi ,des all 111)' labours a11d s11fferi11g·s i11 otl1er 1)arts of tl1is 11e,vly 

settled cou11tr)'· 13ut '\'l1at of all tl1is? True, it i 11ot f:o1·gotte11 f)efore 

God. ' 'et 1 ca11 trt1st i11 11otl1i11g I l1a\',e c\rer do11e or sufferecl. I sta11d 

alo11e i11tl1c1·igl1teous11css of Cl1ri t. I sta11d i11 tl1e jt1stif)1 i11g a11d i11 

t11e sa11ctif)1i11g rigl1teot1s11ess of Jest1s Cl1rist. A11d, Glor)' to Godl 

J feel as great a 'erit)' i11 tl1e doct1·i11e I 11a\'e 1)reacl1ed as e\1e1~ I did 
i11 111)1 life. It is tl1e doctri11e of tl1e Scri1)tures; it is tl1e doctri11e of 
God." 67 

111 l1is later )'ears J\sl)·ur)' Sf)Oke of '\Te le)' as ai1"a1)ostolic111a11." 68 

l-Je 11i111self l1ad lJeco111e A111erica11 ~1etl1odis111's "a1)ostolic 111a11." 

Larg·el)' t11rougl1 l1is i11siste11ce, tl1e doctri11al sta11dards of the ~feth

odist E1)isco1)al Cl1urcl1 re111ai11ed tl1ose of '''esley. 1~11e i)atter11s of 
\vorsl1i1) a11d societ)' life, allo'''i11g for tl1e clifferc11ces of setti11g, co11
ti11ued recog11izabl)' si111ilar. Asl)Ur)1's e\'a11g·elical '''arn1tl1 ke1)t 
~1etl1odis111 i11 tot1cl1 \\1 i tl1 tl1e con11no11 1)eople, a11d l1is i11siste11ce UJJOn 

tl1e iti11era11t ]Jri11ciJJle equi})}JCd tl1e cl1L1rcl1 to 1110\re ''' itl1 tl1e extend
i11g fro11tier. 1""l1e orga11izatio11 of tl1e cl1urcl1 as a ,rJ1ole ,,·as fir111l)' 

1)atter11ed UJJ011 '''esle)''s l\letl1oclis111.69 

Jol111 '\1 esley J1ad cl1erisl1ed great clrea111s al)Ollt tl1e ft1tt1re of 
A111erica11 l\letl1od is111, greater tl1a11 l1as ofte11 })ee11 recog11ized. •e\1er
tl1eless J1e \Vas 111istake11 i11 })elie\1i11g tl1at fro111 1~11gla11d l1e could ef

fecti\1el}' bri11g tl1ose drea111s to realilatio11, and tl1at l1is f)la11 fo1· doi11g 
so 1nust 11ecessarily lJe tl1e best. l le l1ad cl1ose11 \veil i11 1771, ho,,·e,·er, 
,,,}1e11 l1e des1)atcl1ecl I~'ra11cis Asl)llr)' as 11is a111 l)assador to Ai11erica, 
1101· did l1e i11istake ,,,}1e11 i11 1784 }1e sot1gl1t A bur)''s ordi11atio11 as 

tl1e a1)ostolic 111a11 of f\111erica11 l\fetl1odi i11. Asl)ltry l1ad 11ot 011Iy 

67. 1'.1ethod1st History, I\', • ·o. 1 (Oct., 1965), 26; cf. f). 2j, '\he1e l1e sirnilarl) "gave 
some accoun t of hie; O\Vn labours and sufferings" '•.rhile preaching in NC\\' '\'ork City, J)OS· 

sibly on June 18, 1815, ending, "~f)' strength is al1nost gone"; and then gathering fresh 
energy, to cry, "llut glory to God! ~fy heart's not go12e;-m~ faith;-m) love to God's not 
gone!" 1 he '''ords "ran through the congregation like clcctricit)," b1inging tears to 
rnost eyes, and an echoing "Glory to God!" fron1 n1ost lips. (Spelling and 1>unctuation 
rnodern1zed.) 

GS. Asbury, journal, III, 546, 549· 
69. Cf. the assessn1ent of ca1ly ::\lcthodist success in S)dncy E. Ahlstron1, A Religious 

liistory of the Anzerican PcojJle, pp. 437-9. 
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eagerly learned t11e 111etl1ods of Britisl1 T\1et11odis111, })ut l1ad dru11k 

deepl}' i11t,o tl1e ' 'eT)' s1)irit of. Joh11 '\Tesley. '''itl1 l1is fi11ger closely 
011 tl1e })Ulse of tl1e 11e''' 11atio11 l1e '''as able to acco1111)lisl1 'vl1at '''esle)' 
hi111self could 0111)1 drea111 of doi11g, a11d ,,f}1at iJ)' j)Urel)' Britisl1 

111etl1ods cotild 11e\1e1· l1a\1e })ee11 do11e-l1e brougl1t about a l1ealtl1y 
trans1)la11t of Britisl1 T\1letl1<)clisr11 i11tc> Ai11crica11 soil. 



9. DR. l~HO 1AS COKE-~I~HE FIRSl~ 
~1I E r-1_, 1-l 0 D I S l_, B I I-I 0 P 

J\t lo:oo A. 1. 011 Septe111lJer 18, 1784, 1)1·. '"I'l10111as Coke a11d t'vo 
preacl1er co1111)a11 io11s upo11 ,v}1ose l1eads J01111 '"' e le)' l1ad laid ordai11
i11g l1~ir1cls set sail fr<)111 Bristol for Te,v ) ' urk, e111l)arked 011 a \'0)1age 
to for1n a i1e'"' cl1urcl1 i11 i11erica, SUf)j)Osedl)' accordi11g to a11 autl1or
ita1·ia11 j)la11 laid dO\\'Il lJ)' '"' esle)', lJut i11 tl1e fi11al result e111bod)1i11g 
an i1111Jurta11t de111<>cratic 111odificatio11 l>rl>t1g·l1t ;1l)out l))' tl1e i11siste11ce 
of I~ra11cis sbur)'· Because of AslJur)', also, Coke' arde11t courtsl1ip 
of: A111erica11 1·etl1odis111 '~las rejected, at least after t11e i11itial successes 
of l1is first ' 'isit. l7or good l·e~tso11s, of cot1rse. 111deed e\re11 i11 Britai11 
at1)' cause e11tl1usiasticall)' es1)ousecl b)' Tl10111as Coke 'vas u11der sus
J)icio11 fro111 111ost uf l1is colleagL1es as "a11otl1er of tl1e little doctor's 
11areb1·ai11ecl scl1e111es," })artl)' because a 111a11 of 11igl1e1· ecclesiastical 
status '~"110 leaped Sl1dde11l)' i11to '"' esle)1's fa,1or '"as bou11d to i11cur 
sc>111e jealotlS)' fro111 tl1ose uf tl1e iti11era11t preacl1ers 'vl10 11ad a11y 
i·e1n11a11ts of si11 cli11gi11g to tl1e111, 1)artl)' }Jecau e of 11is t111doubtedl)' 
i11ercurial cl1aracter. J-Ie 'vas 11ere toda)' a11d go11e to11101·ro,v. 111 l1is 
deal i11gs 'vi tl1 A111erica11 l\1 etl1odist }Jreacl1e1·s 11 e ''ras ec1t1al1y 1111 for
tu11ate. 0111el1o'v late1· A111erica11s l1a\1e 11e\1er 'var111ed to 11i111, a11d l1e 
l1as been g·i\1e11 a IJacl }Jress i11 \'Ol u111es 011 A111erica11 J\lf,etl1odist 11istor)'· 
0111)' t'vo A111erica11 l)iograpl1ies of 11i111 l1a,·e ])ee11 'vritte11, a sligl1t 
'\'Ork l)y J~~. I~ . UJJl1a111 i11 1910, a11d tl1e 011e real effort to ato11e, i11 
l 023, lJ)' l~isl1op \i\Tarre11 A. Ca11dle1·, '\1l1c) rightl)' clai111ed that Coke 
l1acl usually f)ee11 1·a11ked ' 'far belo,\1 11is real 'vortl1." 1 ) ' et like l1i111 
or i1ot, errors or 11ot, O\rersl1ado'"'ed b)' s l)Ur)' or 11ot, justice sl1ould 
])e clo11e to l1is u11doL1lJted i1111)orta11ce i11 tl1e 11istor)' of early 1et11
odis111 in An1erica. I-le \Vas tl1e t1·a11s1nitter fro111 \\7esley of An1erican 
111i11isterial orders, l1e '\1as tl1e cl1ief fo1·n1ulator of t11e origi11al J)isci
jJlirze, l1e 'vas a 1)io11eer i11 se\1eral as1)ects of social co11cer11, at1d tl1e 
,effecti,,e 1)1·0111oter of go,·er111ne11t lJ)' a qt1adre1111ial Ge11eral Co11fer
e11ce. I-lad l1e l1ad J1is 0'"111 'vay l1e 'voulcl 11ave tra11sfor111ecl 1etl1odism 
i11to a cl1urcl1 i·atl1er tl1a11 a ociety at a 111ucl1 ea1·Iier stage i11 its l1istory, 

1. '''arrcn A. Candler, JJife of Tlzornas Coke, p. iii. Q, er one-third of almost four 
hund1ed 1)ages is devoted to Coke's \\'Ork in A1nerica. 
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a11d l1e 11i111self 111igl1t ha\1e re111ai11ed l1ere }Jer111a11e11tl)' as 011e <Jf: 

l\letl1odis111's joi11t fatl1ers-i11- Tocl. 
Al togetl1e1· Cc)ke SJ)e11 t j tist t111cler tl1ree )'ea1·s i11 t11e l J 11i ted States, 

stretcl1ing 0\1er 11i11e ' 'isits 1nade duri11g t\\'e11ty )'ears. fter tl1e first 
epocl1-111aking· ' 'isit of i 784-5 l1e ca111e e\1er)' t\vo )'ears; 'vitl1 tl1e i11
troductio11 of tl1e <~ t1 (1cJre1111i~1l Ge11eral Co11fere11ce i11 1792 l1e ca111e 
e\1e111 four )'ears 0111)', £01· tl1e sessio11s of tl1at co11f:ere11ce, t111til 1804. 
111 that, the )'ear of l1is last \1isit, l1e ca111e earl)', offeri11g l1i111self for f:t1ll 
episcopal ser\rice alo11gside Asl)Ul")', f)ut left rel)uffed. All })ut t\VO of 
J1is i1i11e \1isits \Vere fc>r t\VO tc> fou1· ino11tl1s 0111)'· 1-fis first elJt1llie11t 
tot1r of 1784-5 lasted se\ ei1 i11011tl1s, a11d a si111ilar 1)eriod ''ras oc,ct1
1)ied b)' his last 11ostalgic iti11erar)', \\'l1e11 l1e realized tl1at 11 c '''as 11ot 
goi11g to be allo,ved to assi t i11 i11aki11g l1i dreams for 111 erica11 1e tl1
odis1n co111e true. l)uri11g the te11 years left to l1i111 lie l·e111ai11 ed rela
ti\1el)' statio11a1·)1 i11 tl1e Briti 11 Isle u11til l1is fi11al i11is io11ar)' \ 'O) age 
took l1i111 to tl1e ea t i11stcad of 011ce 111ore to tl1e ,,·est. 

l ""ho111as Coke' i11flL1e11ce U})Oll tl1e de\1elop111e11t of .r\111erica11 
~1etl1odis111 \\1as sig·r1ifi<:a11t, a11d C<)lllcl l1a\1e bee11 111ucl1 111c>re sig11ifi
car1t but fo1· tl1e great11ess-a11d tl1e stulJIJor1111ess-of 1~ra11cis .r\ sbur)'· 
Tl1ere \\1as ge1111i11e affectio11 bet\·vee11 tl1e t\\'O 111e11, t1·ue 1·es1)ect fo1· 
eacl1 otl1er's ca1)al)ilities. But Coke 'vas a 111a11 })t1l)l)li11g· 0\1e1· 'vitl1 
f)rigl1t ideas fo1· all ki11ds of 111issio11ar)' ' 'e11t11res i11 \\1l1icl1 J1e \\ra11ted 
to get ot11er 1)eOJ)le so i11\10l\1ed tl1at l1e11cefortl1 tile)' could carr)' 011 
\Vitl1 0111)' a11 occa io11al Sllj)er\1isor)' ' 'isit f1·0111 l1i111 a ge11eral director. 
Asbury '\'as dee1)l)' co11\1i11ced tl1at 111erica11 l\1etl1odis111 11eecled i1ot 
so i11L1cl1 ideas as actio11 011 tl1e SJ)Ot- 11ot a }Jro111oter bL1t a 11astor
preacl1er. 11:e t11eref:ore resisted all Coke's atte1111)t to co11ti11ue a a 
religious exec\1ti\re, a11d tried to di\1ert 11is c11ergics i11to tl1e role of 
\ 1isiti11g e\1a11gelist, 1)re1)ared to SLlf)j)Ort 11i111 as a11 ad1ni11istrati\re l)isl1
0() 0111)' if 11e f11lfilled tl1at task as a full -ti111e rcside11t, full-tin1e 1)reacl1
i11g, full-ti111e iti11era11t lJisl101). 1~01· J1i111 it \\'as tl1at, or re ig11. '"' l1e11 
e\1e11tuall)' Coke s11rre11dered a11d sec111ed JJTCJ)ared to \111dertake tl1at 
ki11d of i11i11istr)', sbury stil I 111istrustecl 11 is \101 a tile 11a ture- tl1ougl1 
not l1is si11cerit)'-a11d re111ai11ecl u11e11tl1usiastic. It is 1)robal)]e t11at 
tl1e 1noti\1es of f)otl1 n1e11 \Vere so111e\vl1at inixed a11d L111clear to tl1e111
sel\'es, a11d tl1at tl1e ter1ns "a111bitiou '' ai1d ",,·}1011)' dedicated to tl1e 
glor)1 of God" could })e a1)1)Jied equall)1-and trutl1ft1ll)1-tc' l)otl1 i11e11. 
Asl)ury urge11tl)' 11eeded CJ)iscopal l1elp; lie '\7 ould certai11l)' l1a,,e J)re



ferred tl1e l1cl I) of so1neo11e ,,rJ10 \A.rould re1nai11 su bsidia1·)' to J1i111 i11 
autl1orit)'; )'et abo,,e all Asbur)' \\1as co11\1i11ced t11at t11e \vork \vould 
0111)1 111ake ge11ui11e 1)rogress u11der a bisl101J lil?.e 11i111self 1·atl1er tl1a11 
of tl1e ki11d that Coke a1)1)are11tl)1 desired to IJe. Cok,e's co11tributio11, 
tl1erefore, re111ai11ed less tha11 it i11igl1t l1a\'e bee11, a11d \vas co11c,e11
trated es1)eciall)1 dt1ri11g 11is earlier ' 'isits to A111erica. I 11deed duri11g 
l1is first se\'C11 n1011t}1s' tour of Ai11e1·ica-upo11 \vl1icl1 '"e sl1all l1ere 
co11ce11trate-l1e acco1111)Iisl1ed sufficie11t i11 tl1e \\Ta)' of 1et11odist lJe
gi1111i11g·s to l1a\1e brougl1t 111ost 111e11 fa111e if acco1n1)Iisl1ed duri11g a 
1ifeti111 c. 

\i\TESLEY'S Al\1l~ASSAJ)OR 

Six \veeks after Coke left Bristol \ \Tesle)' \vrote to A bur)' asserti11g 
11is co11fide11ce i11 tl1e doctor: "I 1101Je )'Oll \\1ill ... find l1i111 a i11a11 after 
)'Our ,o,v11 11eart, seeki'11g· 11eitl1er j)rofit, 1)IeasL1re, 11or l1011ou1·, lJt1t 
si111pl)' tc> sa\'e t11e souls fo1· \\1ho111 1Cl1rist l1as diecl, ai1d to pron1ote 11is 
ki11gdo111 UJ)OI1 eartl1." 2 f\ fe''' da)S later, 011 10\'e111ber 3, Coke arri\1ed 
i11 re,v }' ork after a stor111-tossed \'O)'age, d u1-i11g ,vJ1icl1 l1e 11ad read 
Augusti11e's ,Corifessio11s for de,,otio11, \ ' irgil's Geo1·gics for culture, 
t11e li\r,es of l~ra11cis Xa\rier a11d J)a\rid 13rai11erd for 111issionar)' i11
SJ)i1·at io11, a11d tl1 e 5 5 6 j)ag·es of I~ isl1 OJ) I3e11 j a111 i11 I-1oadl)'' s ''t1·ea tis es 
011 co11for111it.)' a11d CJ)isco1)aC)1" i11 order to u11der1)i11 11is ai1d ''' esle)''s 
ecclesiastical autl1orit)' for ordai11i11g 1)reacl1ers a11d co11stituti11g a 11e'v 
ch urcl1.3 l~ro111 ~C\\T ) ' ork l1e t1·a,·eled sou tl1 to 111eet A btlr)', discu si11g 
\\rit.11 Jol111 Dicki11s a11d otl1ers alo11g tl1e '''a)' "l\1r. '"'esley's Pla11," 
w11icl1 see111ed to be \veil recei,red.4 A.11d so to l~arratt's Cl1a1)el, '\1l1ere 
"a 1)lai·11, rolJust 111a11" ca111e UJ) to l1i111 i11 tl1e pulpit after tl1e ser111011 
ai1d kissed l1i111-AslJLlr)', as 11e correctl )' sur1nisecl. 1'"'11e)1 took ai1 i111
111ediate Jiki11g to eacl1 otl1er, in S})ite of tl1eir inail}' dissi111ila1·ities, ai1d 
i11 s1)ite of Asbt11·)1's stro11g rese1·\1atio11s about tl1e sugg·ested 11e'v pla11 
of: c11 urcl1 go\1er11111e11 t. 

Tl10111as Coke, i11dced, '\1itl1 all 11is faL1lts, \Alas a ' 'Cl")' likable ina11. 
He \Vas a good 111 ixer, ge11 erous 'vi tl1 i)raise5 ai1d forg i' e11ess as '\vel I 

2. flA J\f, I, 2 1 1 • 

3. Coke journals, 1793, PJ>. 7-13. 
4. Ibid, pp. 13- 16. 
5. Cf. his J)Ublic tribute to Asbury: "Jn tl1e J>resence of brother Asbury I feel my

self a child. 1-Je is, in n1y esti1nation, the ·most apostolic man J ever sa\v, cxce1>t l\1r.'i\1eslcy." (\\'arc, J... ife. p. ioS.) 
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as 'vitl1 111011e)', a11 opti111ist \Vl10 1·,eall)1 e11jo)1ed life,6 cultured a11d 'vit
t)r, ,,.i tl1 a \var111 and ki11d.l )' se11se of 11 L1111or. 1-I e coulcl 011 occasio11 
to11gue-lasl1 a 111a11 or a grou1J ,of i11e11, a11d tl1e11 a1Jologize so si11cerel)1 

tl1at tile)' realized tl1at l1is irrital)ilit)' a11d i1111)etuous t.e1n1)e1- l1a<l 
gai11ed tl1e f)etter of l1i1n, but tl1at 11is ])ark 'vas '''orse tl1a11 l1is f)ite. 7 

1-Ie 'vould so111cti111es ju1111) to co11cl11si<J11s, so111eti111es forget i111por
ta11t adn1i11istrati\1e details. As '\7esle)' told Ada111 Clarke, "l""'l1e doctor 
is ofte11too11ast)'; l1e dc>es 11ot i11atL1rel)1 co11sider all ci1·cu111sta11ces." 8 

His delicate co1111Jl,exio11 a11d coL1rtl)1 'Va)'S, co111bi11ed 'vitl1 a ge11tle 
1nl1sical \1oice ('''l1icl1 'vitl1 t)' (Jical '''els11 lzw)1l could 1·ise al1nost to a 
screa111 ,vf1e11 l1is JJr,eacl1i11g becan1e fe1-,·e11t) ''yere 111isn1atcl1ed \vitl1 

51 111a dUtll}J)' figu1-e-J1e '\'aS 0111)1 taJl, t\VO i11c}1es s}101-ter t}1a11 Jol111 
''' esley9-1Jut tl1ose like Tl10111as '\1are '''110 at first tl1oug·J1t l1i111 ef
fe111i11ate 'vere soo11 ca1)ti\1ated b)' J1is u11affected cl1ar111. 10 

13efo1-e tile)' 111et, AslJUl")' 11ad take11 tl1e 1)recautio11 of gatl1eri11g a 
grOUJJ of JJreac11ers togctl1er ''to for111 a cou11cil." 1"'11ese 111e11 t111a11i
1nously agreed 'vitl1 11i111 tl1at "tl1e desig11 of orga11izi11g tl1e ~1etl1odists 
i11 to a11 i11de1)e11de11 t e1)isco1Jal cl1 urcl1'' \vas too ii111)orta11 t a decision 
for a11 }''011e exce1Jt a ge11eral co11fere11ce, 11 a11d "t11erefore se11 t off 
FreelJor11 Ga1,·ettso11 like a11 a1·ro'v ... to gatl1er all tl1e JJreacl1ers to
getl1cr at BaJti111ore 011 Cl1rist111as l~\'e." 12 

U11doubtedl)1 tl1is co11fere11c,e idea cat1gl1t Coke a little off gL1ard. 
Tl1e reactio11 of Joh11 l)icki11s, tl1e 1)reacl1er i11 cl1arge at Te,\1 )'01·k,1 

''yas 'vl1at J1e 11ad ex1Jected fro111 111ost of t11e1n: Dickir1s l1igl1l)' a1J
pro\1ed '\Tesle)1's pla11, \Vas sure tl1at AslJur)' 'vould agree to it, a11d 
urged Coke to 111ake it JJUlJlic, lJecause i11 all)' case ''~fr. '''esle)' l1as 
dete1-111i11ed t11e }Joint, ai1d tl1erefore it is 11ot to l)e i11\'estigatecl, })ut 
co1111Jlied ''ritl1." It sec111ecl tl1at J)icki11s \Vas l1a1)1)ier ,,,itl1 a11 al)se11tee 
autocraC)' tha11 AsbLlr)' a11d tl1e rest! 13 I I ere \\'as Asl)UT)' refusi11g to 

6. Cf. ibid., p. 115: "Ne,·er did J see an) }Jerson ,,·ho seemed to enjoy hi1nself better 
than he did, '"bile thousands pressed to hin1 to ha' e their children dedicated to the 
Lord by baptisn1 and to rccci\e thc1nselvcs the holy SUJ)}JCr at his hands." 

7. l~he Re,crend Alfred Griffith relates such an incident at a Confe1ence, probably 
the Genera1 Conference of 1796 ( prague, A rznals, p. 70). 

8. \\'esley, J...etters, \ ' III, 101; cf. his forgetting to pre1Jarc Josc1)h Co'''nley's letters 
of orders, ibid., \ 'II I, g8. 

9. Uonathai1 Cro,,·ther], The I... ife of the J~ev. 1~hornas Coke ... JIJ'ritten by a Person 
who was long and i11t11natel) acquainted u 1 itlt the J)octor, J>p. 5 11 - 12 . 

10. \\fa re, I.... ife, p. 109. 
11. A sbUJ), ]our11al, I, 471-2. 

12. Coke, j ournals, 1793, fJ. 16. 
13. I bid., p. 13. ~ro t enough research l1as been done to recover the original text of 



be satisfied ''ritl1 'Vesle)''s fiat; first l1e calls a cou11cil; 110,v }1e de111a11ds 
a ge11eral co11fere11ce-a11cl g·ets l1is '''a)'! Assuredly tl1er,e '''as good 
reaso11 for Coke's i11itial assess111e11t of Asl)Ul")': "Jie l1as so i11ucl1 'vis
d,0111 a11d consideratio11, so 111 ucl1 i11eek11ess a11d lo\re; a11d u11cler all 
tl1is, tl1oug·h 11ardl)' to lJe 1)ercei,,ecl, so 111ucl1 co111111a11cl a11d autl1ori
t)r." 14 1\11cl S<) i11stead <Jf stt1f)l)<>rr1l)1-a11cl stu1)icll)1-i11sisti11g t11at t11is 
'vas a 111atte1· strictl)' ·1Jet,vee11 l1i111 a11d AslJur)', as tl1e joi11t st11)eri11
te11de11ts a1)1Jointed f))' '"'es1e)', 'Coke 'visel)' )'ielded to Asf)u1·)1's i11
sti11cts, and ag1·eed to assist at tl1e f)irtl1 of tl1e first i11de1)e11de11t 11e'v 
cl1urcl1 i11 A111erica. 

Tl1e t'''O 111e11 did agree, l10,ve\1er, tl1at guida11ce £01· tl1e co11fere11ce 
,,,as esse11tial, a11d an·a11ged to 111eet a 'veek i11 ad\1a11ce at J>e1,·)1 1-:lall, 
tl1e 111a11sio11 of l\1r. 1-:l.arr)' l)orsey Gough, about t'vel,,e 111iles fro111 
I~alti111ore, i11 order to "111atu1·e e\1e1·)1tl1i11g for tl1e co11fere11ce." 15 l"'o 
tl1is 1neeti11g Coke ca111e rei11forced }))' experie11ce-if so111e,\1l1at '''ear)' 
i11 l)Od)r-fro111 t11e eigl1t-l1t111clred-111ile 1)reacl1i11g tot1r of lJack,voocls 
l\Ietl1odis1n \vl1icl1 AslJttry l1ad 111a111)ed ot1t fc)1· J1i111 at tl1eir first 111eet
i11g.16 Also co111i11g tc' Perr)' I~all, a11d sitti11g i11 011tl1e1)re-Co11fere11ce 
sessio11s, ''re1·,e the <Jtl1er t'vo 111e11 l·ece11 tl )' arri\'ed fro111 l~11gla11d, 'i\TJ1at
coat a11d ''ase)'. 17 Tl1e)' discu sed tl1e 111etl1od of j)Te e11ti11g '\7esley's 
j)la11 for tl1e 11e'v cl1urcl1, 1)re1)ared a })rief age11da, a11d togetl1er \vorked 
tl1rougl1 tl1e 1780 editio11 of: 'i\'esle)r's la1·ge Alir1tLles, a st1111111ar)' of 
l3ritisl1 l\1et11odist regulat·io11s ,,,J1icl1 l1ad g:raduall)' accu1nulated 0\1er 
fort)' )'ears of: ex1)erie11ce a11d ex1)e1·i1ne11tatio11.18 

1"'11e fol1r 111e11 'vot1ld u11dot1l)tedl)' discuss at le11gtl1 tl1e qt1estio11 
'vl1i,cl1 'v~ts t1"<)Ul)]i11g· Asl)ttl")' so greatl)', as it l1ad at first troul)]ed Coke. 
It \vas relativel)' eaS)' to justif)' \ 1Vesle)1's orcli11atio11 of '"'11atcoat a11d 
\Tasey as elders, a11d tl1ei1· assista11ce i11 ordai11i11g otl1e1· elders: t11is 

Coke's fi1st A1ncrican journal '"ith any certainty. Clearly this 1>a sage \Vas revised either 
for An1e1 ican or for l~nglish 0onsun11>tion, for \\'hen it '''as 1>ublished in The AT1ni1zian 

l\1agazinc (\'ol. I, Philadelphia, 1 j8g, J>. 242) the pas age about not being inve tigated 
but com1>lied '"ith read: " 1r. \\'esle) has determined the point, tl1ough fr. Asbury is 
1nost 1espectfully to be consulted in lcspcct to C\'e:ry part of the execution of it." Cf. 
\ ' ickcr , Coke, p. 79n. 

14. C.oke, ]ottrnals, 1793, J>. 16. 
15. Ibid., p. 22; AsbUI], ]ou1·nal, 1, 473-4. 
16. Coke, journals, 1793. PI>· J 6-22; Asbu11•, journal, I, 472. 
Ji· ' ot, as has son1etimes been suppo cd, '\'illian1 131ack, an l~ngli h1nan '''ho had 

ernigratcd to Nova Scotia in 1775 and had beoome the n1ainstay of f\1cthodisn1 there. He 
did indeed ride to J>erry Hall 'vith Coke, and also attended the sessions of the Con
ference itself, but during the inte1"\al he '''as engaged in a brief preaching tour. See 
Jackson, l ;arly ft1ethodist Preachers, \ 1, 284. 

i8. J>hoebus, Ji1hatcoat, p. 21. 

http:ex1)e1�i1ne11tatio11.18
http:ase)'.17
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'vas sirnpl )' the presbyterial ordination of J)resbyters. Bl1t '\1l1at right 
had a presbyter st1cl1 as \\'esle)' (or Coke) to 01·dai11 a bisliojJ? 111 spite 
of Hoadly and tl1e 1)1·ecedent of tl1e .l\lexa11d1·ia11 Cl1u1·,cl1, ver)' little, 
apart fro111 clire ecclesiastical need. Coke hacl co11se11ted c>11ly after 

lo11g hesitatio11. Tl1e decidi11g factor '''as tl1at 'i\7esle)' \Vas u11doubtedly 
already exercisi11g tl1e ft1nctio11s of a scriptural ej;iscojJos- l1e \Vas tl1e 
"esse11tial 1ni11ister," rl1e ''apostolic 111a11," tl1e fatl1er i11 , od of tl1e 
~fetl1odists, a11d as st1ch he st1rely l1ad })(J\Ver to co11fer tlJ)Oll otl1ers 
'''l1ate\1er ,God-gi\1e11 aL1tl1orit)' O\'er tl1e111 l1e l1i1nself })OS essed. A11d 
'i\7esley certai11l )' sa\v t l1at a tl tl1orit)1 as st1·et1cl1i11g to t11e ,,,}1ole lJody 
of 1etl1odists, i11 tl1e 'i\' est 111dies, i11 tl1e U11ited States, i11 Ca11ada, 
as 'veil as i11 tl1e Britisl1 Jsles.19 Coke j)Cr uaded sl)ury tl1at tl1is i11igl1t 
i11deed be tl1e best coL1rse to follo'v under tl1e ]Jeculiar circumsta11ces 
of j)OSt\\1ar An1erica11 1ethodis111. l1'e also so11gl1t to 1)e1·suade preacl1
ers a11d peo1)le alo11g si111ilar li11es \\1l1e11 l1e 1)reacl1ed at Asbur)1's orcli
11ation as su1)erinte11de11t on Dece1nl)er 27, 1784.20 

Altl1ougl1 fi11all)' Asl)Ul")' i11sisted tl1at l1is st11)eri11te11d,e11cy 111t1st 
de1)e11d UJ)011 electio11 b)' l1is 1)eers ratl1e1· tl1a11 U])Oil '"' esle)1's ai)J)Oi11t
111e11t alo11e, l1is \1 icariot1s ordination b)1 Coke t111cl<>ubtedl)' 1111der
J)it111ed l1is autl1orit)' a11d l1is 01v11 se11se of decoru1n. I-fe could 11e\1er 
look upo11 Coke as l1is fatl1e1~ ir1 Goel-Coke \\1as, after all, t\\TO )'Ca1·s l1is 
ju11ior!-l)ut he acce1)ted Coke as l1is e1)iscopal elder 1Jrotl1er, tl1e first 
to ])e c>rdai11ed l))' '\Tesley, i11 c>rder tl1at a si1nilar ordi11atio11 1nigl1t lJe 
passed on to 11i111. '"' l1e11e\re1· i11later1no11ths a11d )'ears tl1ey issued joi11t 
1)roclan1ations, 1)repared joi11 t publicatio11s 01· joi11tl)' sigi1ed docu
1nents-e\1en tl1e address co11gratulating George 'i\' asl1i11gto11 011 }Jei11g 
elected tl1e first Preside11 t of tl1e U11 i ted States i11 1789 21

- "l"'l101nas 
Coke," tl1ougl1 cl1ro11ologicall y a11d al j)l1abetically later, a1,,1ays pre
ceded ''Francis Asbu1·)'·" 'l\7}1en tl1ey botl1 1)reacl1ed fro111 t11e sa111e 
pul1)it Coke al'''a)'S 1)reacl1ed first. 22 As a i11atter of cou1·se Coke })re
sided at tl1e sessions of tl1e Cl1ristn1as Co11fere11ce, just as it '''as a 
111atter of course for 1Jotl1to1·ecog11ize in Jol111 \l\7esle)' their pri11ci1)al 
link 1vitl1 tl1e Cl1u1·cl1 of E11gland, fro1n ,,1}1icl1 111ost of t11e preacl1ers 

ig. Baker, john 1i1esley , pp. 262-70. 

20. Tho1nas Coke, The Substance of a Serrnon preached .. . at the Ordi11ation of the 
Rev. Francis Asbury to the Office of a Superi11tende11t, pp. 7-g; cf. ' 1ickcrs, Coke, pp. 88
go. 

21. Asbu1y, Journal , III, 70-1; The Ar111i1zian l\1agazi11e, Philadelphia, I (1789) 284-5: 
liAJ.1, 1, 247-51; Vickers, Coke , pp. 126-g. 

22. ''\1arren Thomas Smith, "Thomas Coke: the Early \ 'ears, 1747-1785'' (unpub
lished manuscript), p. 397. 
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had spru11g eitl1er directl )' or at 011e or t'vo re1110\1es, and upon '\1l1ose 
clerical orders, sacra111e11ts, pt1l)lic '\1orsl1iJJ, doct1·ine, a11d discipli11e 
tl1e ne'v cl1urcl1 'vas to be based, tl1ougl1 \\1itl1 111odifications botl1 great 
a11d s111all, 111ostl)1 cleri\1ed f1·01n tl1e }Jractices of tl1e 13ritisl1 l\1etl1odist 
societies, llut so1ne fro111 tl1e s1Jecial ci1·cu111sta11ces of Aine1·ican 

f etl1odisn1. 

THE CHRISTJ\fAS CO 1FERENCE 

Tl1e fi1·st a11d 1najor 01·der of f)usi11ess for tl1e first day of the Christ
111as Co11fere11ce 'va.s tl1e 1)resentatio11 by Coke of 'i\'esle)''s 'vell k110,v11 
letter of Septen1f)e1· Io, i 784, "To ])1·. Coke, 11·. sbur)', a11d our 
bi·etl1ren i11 Nortl1 A111erica." 1"'11is (vvrote Tl101nas \'\Tare) ,~.ras ''1·ead, 
a11al)1sed, a11d cordially aJJ}Jr0\1ed." 23 Tl1e ''a11al)1sis'' }Jrobaf)l)' co11
sisted of 'Coke's \1erbal accoL111t of \l\Tesle)''s i11te11tio11s, as re\realed f)ot11 
f))' ai1 exegetical co111111e11tar)' UJJ011 tl1e lette1· itself a11d f))' l1is 1Jerso11al 
k110,vledgc of '''esle)1's n1i11d. '"'esle}' l1ad origi11all)1 dra,v11 up "a little 
sketcl1" of l1is JJTOJJOsals, IJut tl1is l1as disa}J}Jeared.24 \l\Tl1et11er fro111 a 
111a11uscriJJt or f1·01n 111e1110r)1, l10,\7C\'er, Coke outli11ed for tl1e 1Jreacl1
ers \l\Tesley's scl1e111e for a i1e\v i11de1Je11de11t cl1urcl1. App1·0,,a1 of the 
letter a11d Coke's in ter1J1·eta tio11 of '\1l1a t i11 ge11eral '\1as i 11\rol \ 1 ed i111
JJlied 11ot 0111)1 tl1at tl1e JJ1·e,1cl1ers a1JJ)lauded '"'esley's ack110,4.rJedg111e11t 
of A111erica11 dise11ta11gle111e11t ''botl1 fro1n tl1e state a11d tl1e E11glisl1 
11ierarcl1y," f)ut t11at tl1e)' acce1Jted l1is state111e11t, "I 11ave accordi11gly 
appoi11ted l)r. Coke a11d ~1r. J•rancis Asl)Ul")' to be joint superinte11d
e11ts 0\1 er our })1·etl1re11 i11 Tortl1 A111e1·ica." I11deed it seeins likely 
tl1at tl1e "cordial approval" of tl1is docL1111e11t afte1· ''a11al)sis" 'vas ge11
erall)' co11strued as tl1e u11a11i111ous electio11 of: Coke ai1d Asbu1·)' as 
Sll}Jerinte11cle11ts, tJ1ougl1 tl1e1·e i11ay l1a\1e })ee11 a se1)arate vote 011 tl1is. 
111 all)' case, '\1}1e11 tl1e preachers reasse1n })led 011 f 011da)1, J)ecem l)er 
27, t11e proceedi11gs of Frida)', Dece111l)er 211, 'vere reca1Jitulated a11d 
u11a11i111ous1)' co11firmed.25 

23. \\7are, l ..ife, pJ>. 105-6. 
24. l~aker, John lJ!esley, J>p. 241-2, 253-4. 
25. ec liAJ.1, I, 202-3, 213-15; Asbury, journal, I, 474. 1"'he \aried nature of their ses

sions tends to confirm the vie'v that the first action '''as a kind of omnibus resolution 
a1>proving \\7eslcy's letter and Coke's interpretation of it. 1"'his n1ay account for O'Kelly's 
insistence that Asbu1 y '"as ne\ er in fact elected (sec Kilgore, O'Kelly Schis111, pp. 8-g, 
and \ 1ickcrs, Coke, pJ>. 87-8). The l\1S journal of l"'homas J-Iaskins-a critical obsen er
is the n1ost specific, and sho\vs that Ll1e fii st question before the Conference \vas, "\i\1hether 
'''e should 11a\e the ordinance adn1inistered an1ong us, and ,.,e should be erected into an 
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Also i11cluded i11 tl1e i1111)licatio11s of tl1is 011111il)us 1·esolution 'va.s 
acceptance of tl1e Su11da)1Se1"Vice of tl1e J11etlzoclists i11 1Vortli 1lr11erica: 
1.uitli otlie·r occasior1al services. \\' esle)''s la11guage 11ere, l10\\1e\1er, 'vas 
n1t1cl1 less a11tl1c>ritaria11. I-.le l1acl ''a1)JJC)i11tecl" Coke and Asl)Ur)': l1e 
111erel)' ''ad,·ised" t11e j)reacl1ers i11 ge11e1·al to t1se tl1e S1l11da)' Service 
011 tl1e Lord's Da)'· 111 j)racti<:e tl1e litt1rg'ical orders for public \VOrsl1i1) 
\Vere seldo111 used exce1)t i11 the l1a11dful of cities, a11d it is prol)a})}e 
tl1at C\'e11 tl1e orclers f<)r ba1)tis1n a11d tl1e Lord's SUJ)}JCr '\1ere freqt1e11tl)' 
set a ide i11 fa,·or of exte1111)oraT)' ser\1ices.26 1"'11e for111s for tl1e ordi
natio11 of d,eaco11 , elders, a11d. su1)eri11te11de11ts, 110\\TC\1,er, aln1ost cer
tairtl)' co11ti11ued i11 regula1· t1se fro111 tl1e ot1tset. 1or ca11 it lJe too 111ucl1 
e1111)l1asized tl1at \\1e le)r's }Jl"0\1 isio11 of tl1ese latter for111s i11 tl1e u12day 
Service-tile)' ''1ere freq L1e11 tl )' 0111itted fro111 tl1e l~ook of Co111111011 
Pra)'er as u1111,ecessar)' for tl1e regular '''orshiJJer-set tl1e stage for tl1e 
for111atio11 of Ai11erican ~fetl1odis1n i11to a11 e1)isco1)al cl111r,c]1. A fur
tl1er i1111)orta11t ele111e11t acce}Jted '''itl1 tl1is 01)e11i11g i·esolt1tio11 'vas tl1e 
credal state111e11t co11tai11ed i11 \i\Tesle)1's r ,e,1isior1 of tl1e 1"'I1irt)1-r1i11e 
Ai·ticles of t11e Cl1urcl1 of E11gla11d. T11ese fo1·111ed a quite disti11ct e11
tit)', a ce11tL1ry older tl1a11 tl1e Book <)f Co1n111<)ll Prc.tyer, tl1ot1gl1 ofte11 
bot111d LI}) ,,·itl1 it. Ag·ai11 tl1e Atnerica11 1et11odists acce1)ted 'vitl1 0111)' 
n1i11or 1·e,1isio11 ,,vJ1at \\Tesle)' l1aci provided for tl1e111, ancl '\1}1at Coke 
u1·ged UJ)011 tl1e111. l)id l1e Sa)', 've 'vo11de1·, tl1at \\Tesle)1 'vas doi11g for· 
Ainerica11 l\1etl1odists '\1l1at l1e l1ad 11ot do11e for tl1c l31·itisl1 1\1etl1odists, 
becat1se tl1ey re111ai11ed 111e111bers of tl1e Cl1urcl1 of I~11gla11d-J)l"0\1idi11g 

a 11e''' I .iturg)', 11e'v Ai·ticles of 1leligio11, a 11e'v n1i11istT)', all fTesl1ly 
111i11ted for Ai11erica11 1\1etl1odis111, }'et all fasl1io11ecl f1·0111 tl1e tested 
pattcr11s of tl1e Cl1u1·cl1 of 1~11gla11d, "tl1e lJest co11stituted 11atio11al 
cl1urcl1 i11 t11e '''orld"? 27 

Tl101nas Coke 'vas tl1e 1)1·0111oter 1)ar excelle11ce of tl1e S11nda)' Se1·
vice. He l1ad i11trod11ced so111e 111i11or alteratio11s i11to \J\Tesle)''s cop)' 
for tl1e first editio11 of I i84,28 a11d see111s to l1a\1e IJee11 gi,1e11 carte 

indc1Jendent church-unanin1ously carried in the affirn1ative." 1~his settled, they \\'ent 
on to matters of detail: the polity and title, n1inisterial orders, and the po,\•e1s of a 
superintendent (sec \\'Cet, l\1en o f Zeal, p. 173). 

26. HA1,f, I , 313- 15. Undoubtedly rnany '\'Ould sy1npathize v»ith the regulation about 
baptisn1 ap1>ro,ed b} the contro,e1 sial Fluvanna Conference of 1779: "Q.25. '"'hat 
cerernony shall be used in the adrninistration? A. l ...ct it be ac:cording to our I....ord's co1n 
mand , l\1att. 18: 19, short and exten1pore." (See S'\'Cct, 1' irg i11ia l\1ethodis1n, p. 82.) Sec 
also note 5, J>. 121 abo\'e. 

27. 1~o l)r. Coke, l\fr. Asbury, and our Brethren in l\1orth-Arnerica, circular letter, 
4 pp., dated "Bristol , CJJL. 10, 1784" (see Baker, Union Catalogue, No. 376A). 

28. Baker, j ohn JJ 'esley, [>}J . 252- 5. 
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blancl1e in seeing through tl1e press tl1e editions of 1786,29 i 788,30 and 
i 790;31 \Ve can also assu111e tl1at he \Vas responsible for tl1e editio11 of 
1792. It 'vas doubtless Coke's ent11usias111 tl1at kept tl1ese editions 
rolling into A111erica. Tl1ey \Vere all pri11tecl in E11gland, each just 
before Coke set sail upo11 another VO)'age to tl1e U11ited States. Even 
a generot1s e11tl111siast sucl1 as Coke, 110,vever, \VOt1ld l1ardly l1ave been 
respo11sible for fi\'e editions of a 300-1)age })ook i11 eigl1t )ears u11less 
those l)ooks \Vere pro\ring of ' 'al tie. In i 792 t11e for111s still ii1 reg·t1lar 
t1se were in fact i·e,rised a11d incorporated into t11e DiscijJli11e, so tl1at 
he11cefortl1 tl1ey \Vere })t1blished i11 America, a11d \\1ere 110 longer de
1)ender1t upon Coke. . Jesse I...ee's con1111e11t about ''t11e pra)'er book'' be
i11g speedily ''laid aside" 32 is 011ly 11alf true. The liturgical "Sunday 
service," \Vitl1 its readings, collects, a11d P alter, \\ras ass11redl)' drop1)ed 
-if indeed in 111ost places it \\1as ever adopted. 33 T11e ''other occasio11al 
services," l10\Ve\1er-I...ord's Stlj)per, I3aptisn1, ~1atri111011)', B11rial, to
gether \vitl1 t11e tl1ree forn1s for Ordinatio11, a11d the Article of Re
ligion-re111ained vigorously alive, first se1)a1·atel)', t11e11 as i11corpor
ated in the Disciplirie. T\\10 ii1deed 11ave co111e into al111ost t1niversal 
curre11cy i11 tl1e 11)1n111al, so tl1at in spite of tl1e cl1anges in content and 
doctrinal approacl1 \\1rot1ght by tl1e )1ears \\1e still retai11 a JJart of 
V\Tesley's origi11al Sunday Se1()ice, a11d J1a\1e e\1e11 lear11ed to appre
<:iate tl1e liturgical use of tl1e Psalter so des1)ised by 011r forelJears. 

A BLUEPRJNT FOR THE NE\V CHUilCH 

Tl1e na111e of t11e 11e'v c11urcl1 'vas ap1)arentl)' not Coke's idea-and 
certai11ly not \Vesle)''s, altl1ougl1 11ot out of. line '''itl1 l1is ge11eral 1)lan 
- but tl1at of John Dickins.34 Its co11 titution, l10\\1e\ er, O\ved n1ore to 
hin1 tl1an to any 111a11 exce1Jt \Vesley. It is u11likely tl1at Coke ca111e 
fortified \Vitl1 1nany pri11ted copies of t11e i 780 large 1\1 i11ttles for 
preacl1ers to mark UJ) a11d 11se in delJate, for l1e expected i10 such con

29. \ ' ickers, Coke, p. 88n. 
30. See British l\luseun1, Add. l\1SS. 48809, folio 62, for Strahan 's account ''' ith Coke. 
31. Sec letter of Coke to l\lr. Holmes of SalislJUT}', Oct. 12, 17go: "Jf )OU ,,·ant f>la)er 

books, be pleased to \vrite to l\1r. Tyler Tailer, ... and to settle for them '''ith him or 
me." (l\fcthodist Archives, London.) 

32. Lee, Short History, p. 107. 

33. Thomas Haskins loyally tried to use the n1oming enice, but made the oom· 
n1cnt, "Al though this is most excellent in it.self, yet 1 scarcely think it 'viii be of much 
use among us as a people. But it is agreeable to our ne,.,•ly adopted plan.'' (Sv.•eet, Men 
of Zeal, p. 174 .) 

34. \Vare, Life, p. 1o6. 
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ference as Asbur}' l1ad re(1uested. But tl1e fot1r Britisl1 1)reacl1ers at 
least had copies a\1ailable, as surel)1 did so111e of t11e otl1ers. Tl1ere 
seen1s little doubt tl1at Coke acted as botl1 1)residi11g officer a11d secre
tar)', guidi11g tl1e lengtll)' clebate on tl1e co11stitt1tio11, arid pre1)aring 
tl1e l\1irzutes ... , con1jJosi11g a Fo1·11i of DiscijJli11e, 'vl1ich 11e e\1e11tually 
sa'v throt1gl1 tl1e press in Pl1iladel1)l1ia.35 I•ro111 ...-1... uesday, Decen1ber 28, 
u11til Friday, Dece111ber 31, i 784, 'vitl1 i11ter\1als fo1· electi11g a.11d 01·
dai11i11g tl1e preacl1ers, 111ost of tl1e tin1e \Vas taken UJ) i11 goi11g tJ1rougl1 
tl1e se\1e11t)1-se\1e11 questio11s of tl1e 1780 l\1iri11.les, 1·e,risi11g, 0111itti11g, 
addi11g, a1011g tl1e li11es alr,ead)' agreed at J>err)' J-Iall, u11til tl1ey 
11ad con1pleted the eigl1t)1-one qu,estio11s of tl1e scissors-a11cl-1)aste 
DiscijJli11e. 

No less tl1an tl1ree-quarters of tl1e 1785 J)iscijJli11e 'vas a direct 
transcri1)t £1·0111 the i780 l\1ir1utes, 'vitl1 0111)1 111i11or 0111issio11s and 
modifications, a11d a fe,,r addi ti 011s 111ade 11 ecessary l)y tl1e di fI,ere11 t 
situatio11 i11 A111erica. Tl1ere '\1ere onl)1 tl1ree 111ajor i11novations. Tl1e 
fi1·st 'vas a11 agree111e11t desig11ed to sect1re ''tl1e futt1re u11ion of tl1e 
l\1etl1odists'': "l)uri11g tl1e life of tl1e Re\1 • 1r. '\Tesley 've ack110,vl
eclge oursel\1es J1is so11s i11 tl1e gos1Jel, read)' i11 n1at ters belo11ging to 
cl1 urcl1 go\1ern111e11t to obe)' l1is co1n111a11ds. A11d 've do e11gage after 
his deatl1 to do e\rer)1tl1i11g tl1at \Ve jt1dge co11siste11t 'vit11 tl1e cat1se of 
religio11 i11 Ai11e1·ica a11d tl1e political i11terests of tl1ese States to pre
ser\1e a11d 1)ro111ote our u 11io11 ,.vi tl1 tl1e l\1 etl1oclists i11 El1ro1)e." 36 

(''Eu1·01)e," i11cide11tall)1 
, ' ''as tl1e eupl1e111is111 al1·eady cur1·ent a111011g 

A111erica11 l\1et11odists by 'vl1icl1 tile)' a\1oided n1entio11i11g any li11k 
'vitl1 ''E11gla11d" or "Britai11," '\'l1icl1 111igl1t ])e dee1ned u11patriotic
tl1ougl1 it ''ras a \1ery u11-E11glisl1 111an11er of SJ)eaki11g, a11d Coke 111ust 
l1a\1e fou11d it so1ne,·vl1at diff1cult to s,,,aJlo,v.) 37 T11is O\'e1·e11tl1usiastic 
mi11ute l)i11di11g tl1e Ai11erica11s to \l\'esle)1's 1·ule 'vas urged b)' Coke; 

35· Neither \'\7esley's A1inutes nor the A1nerican Discipline n1ade any provision for 
elec1ing a secretary for the Conference, though this '''as J>rovided for in Britain by 
\'\'esley's Deed of J)eclaration of 1784, ,,•J1ich c.arne into effect upon his death in 1791. 
''\

7hether there should be a se1>a1 ate secretary or not rc1nained the prcroga li\ c of the 
presiding officer, though in fact \'\7esley ai>1>ointed Coke as the secretary of t11c British 
Conferences fron1 1784 on,•.rards-indeed l1e was cit11er secretary or )>resident of tl1e 
l~ritisl1 Conference for every year except four bet,,•een 1784 and 1814, \vhen he left on 
his last voyage. (\'\1illiam J>circe, The Ecclesiastical T'rincijJles and Polity of tlze li'esleyan 
A1ethodists, p. 414; li'J:IS, PXX\1111 (~1ay, 1972), i 18- 19; l "igert, op. cit., pp. 580-4; 
Shcr1nan, op. cit., pp. i43-53.) 

36. Tigert, op. cit., p. 534. 
37. Cf. A1inutes (An1erican, i795), pp. 5 (1773) and 62 (1783), v.1here "European" first 

occurs. 
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Asbu1·y, tl1ougl1 disagi·eei11g '\\ritl1 it, did 11ot i·aise a i)ublic protest, no 
111ore tl,1a11 lie joi11ed tl1e outcr)' ,v}1e11 it '\1as 1·epealed i11 i78j, after 
Coke tried to force '\Tesley's decisio11 tl1at Ricl1ard \\Thatcoat shot1ld 
be or(lai11ed a11 additional su1)eri11te11de11t.38 U11like tl1e first i11110
' 'ation, tl1e se,co11d 'vas a lasti11g success-tI1e pro\1isio11 for a tl11·eefold 
orderi11g of t.l1e 111inistry, \\1l1icl1 tl1e J)iscijJli11e carefully i11dicated \\1as 

based 011 tl1e u11derl)1i11g assu1111)tions of the 1111da)1 Seroice.39 Tl1e 
tl1ird \Vas a11otl1er fail ·ure, tl1ougl1 a fail tire \\ritl1 so1ne ele111e11ts of 

glory i11 it-tl1e i·ules ai111ed at tl1e con11)lete c111a11ci1)atio11 of Black 
sla\1es, rules \vl1icl1 caused sucl1 a ft11·ore tl1at \Vitl1i11 a )'ear tl1ey \Vere 

III<)dified.4° Coke \·vas a11 eve11 i1101·e arde11t abolitio11ist tl1a11 Asbur)', 
a11d probably tl1e autl1or of tl1e 1)etitio11 for e111a11ci1)atio11 i11 \ l i1·gi11ia, 
so111e\.vl1at lt1ke,var111l)1 recei\1ed f)y George \\Tasl1i11gton i11 i785.41 1-Ie 
fou11d l1i111self i11 serious troulJle ])ecause l1e SUJ)ported the 111i11ute 
tl1reate11i11g exco1111nu11icatio11 for l\1et11odist sla\rel1olders, a11d be
cause of his co11sta11t 1)reacl1i11g agai11st sla\rer)' i11 ge11eral, t11ougl1 like 
AslJUr)' l1e ca111e to 1·ealize tl1at i11 tl1is lie \vas gt1ilty i1ot 0111)' of taki11g 
£ooll1ardy 1·isks IJut of u:tctical l)lu11ders.42 

TJ1e pre1)aratio11 of a lJl uepri11t for a 11e,,1 cl1urcl1 inust necessa1·ily 
])e a con11)lex task, a11d t11e l)iscij;li1ze of t11e l\1etl1odist l~}Jisco1)a] 

Cl1urcl1 l1ad bee11 dra.,\111 up and del)ated u11der great 1)resst1re of ti111e. 

Clearly it ''1as far fro111 1)e1·fect, bt1t it '\ras con11)Ieted, a 11uclear polit)' 
li11ki11g tl1e constitutio11 to Britisl1 1etl1odis111 just as firn1l)' as tl1e 
Surzda)' Service tied tl1e A111erican l\1etl1odists to tl1e Cl1 urcl1 c>f E11

glai1d. AslJUf)' ''1as rig·l1tl y dissatisfied '"i tl1 tl1e orderi11g of tl1e q ues
tio11s a11d a11S\\1,ers-a co11fe1·ence procedu1·e itself take11 0\1er i11 1773 
from Britisl1 l\1et l1odis111-tl1ougl1 11ot i11 ge11eral '\1i tl1 tl1ei1· substa11ce. 
He '\1as r ,es1)011sil)]e for rearrangi11g tJ1e 111aterial i11to a 1nore a1)1)1·0
f)riate orde1·, ,vJ1ich after editi11g by ]01111 Dicki11s recei,1ed tl1e ap
1)r0\1al of 1Coke a11d tl1e tl1ree an11ual Co11fere11ces 11eld i11 1787, ai1d 

38. Asbury. journal, JI, 106; J11, 545-6. 
39. 1..igert, op. ci l., pJ>. 534-5. 
40. Ibid., pp. 554-6; cf. J\1i11utes (American, 1795). p. 83 (1785). 
41. See Richard K. ~fac~faster, "Liberty or Pro1>erty? 1..he ~fethodis ts' Petition for 

En1anci1>ation in \ 1irginia, 1785," pp. 44-55. 
42. \ Tickers, Colle, J>p. 94- 8; Candler, Coke, pJ>. 77-82. Cf. J)onald G. ?\1athe,vs, SlaveT)' 

and J\1ethodis11z, pp. 5- 1 !?. ~1athC\\'S is incorrect, ho'''C\ er, in ta ting lhat the 1>rohibition 
against slave1y in the General J~ules came fro1n \'\7esley. Jt \\'as added in the A1nerican 
editions only, and first appears a1>1>ended to the DiscifJline of 1788; this revised edition 
of the rules is signed, "Thon1as Coke, Francis Asbury, ~1ay 28, 1787 ." 

http:l)lu11ders.42
http:Seroice.39
http:su1)eri11te11de11t.38


DR. TH0~1AS COKE-THE f"IllSl.. ~fEl"HODIST BISl-IOP 153 


tl1t1s became tl1e l)asis of tl1e sta11dard Discij;li11e.43 Otl1er rearra11g,e
ments 111ajor a11d 111i11or J1a\1e take11 })lace O\'er t11e )'ears. T11rougl1'ot1t 
all, l10,ve\1er, tl1e ])asic tl1e1nes 11a\1e i·e111ai11ed si111ila1·, tl1ougl1 'vitl1 a 
prog1·,essi \1el )' 111111 ti1)l )'ing· accretio11 of J)t11·el )' J\111erica11 legisla tio11. 

CHlUSl"'lAN CONCERNS 

At tl1at fo11nding· Co11ference it '\'as TJ1or11as Coke ,,,110 fi1·st ·di1·ected 
tl1e feet of A1nerica11 l\fetl1odists i11to tl1e }Jatl1s of: 1nissio11ar)' co11cer11 
for tl1ose outside tl1eir o'v11 cou11 tr)'· Before co111i11g to A111erica 11e l1ad 
f)Ublisl1ed 011e of tl1e fi1·st 111issio11ary 111a11ifestoes, A l)la11 of tl1e So
ciel)' for tlze Establisl1rt1e11t of l\1Jissio11s a111011g tlze Heatlie11s. 44 I-Iis 
\'O)'age readi11g l1ad i11cl lided tl1e li\'CS of: Fra11cis Xa\1ier a11d Da,rid 
I~rai11erd.45 At tl1e Co11fere11ce he cl1iefl)' seeins to 11a.ve IJee11 i·espo11si
ble for estal)lisl1i11g tl1e l To\ra Scotia 1·issio11, a11d succeeded i11 secur
i11g mo11ey as '''ell as i11e11 to seco11d tl1e \\Tork of 'i\' illia111 131ack, \\rl10 
l1ad co111e fro111 1 'o,,a Scotia to })lead for l1el 1). Coke co11ti11ued suc
cessfully to beg 111011C)' for tl1e 11.e'v cl1urcl1's first 111issio11a1·y \1e11ture 
du1·i11g the ,,,eeks fol]o,vi11g, tl1us l1el1)i11g Fr.eelJor11 Garrettso11 a11d 
Ja111es C1·on1,\1ell 011 tl1eir j)io11ee1· 'Va)r.46 

Tl1e Ch1·istn1as Co11fe1,e11ce also ser\red to display a11otl1er side of 
Coke's 1na11y-faceted e11tl1usias111-l1is zeal for educatio11. As earl}' as 
i 779 Asbu1·y l1ad discussed 'vitl1 Dr. Sa111t1el l\1aga·,v, tl1e frie11dl)1 

A11glica11 rector of Cl1rist CJ1u1,cl1, ])o\1er, Dela,var,e, t11e JJroject of 
''erecti11g a Ki11gs,,1ood Scl1ool i11 An1'e1·ica," ai1d i11 Ju11e, 1780, a sub
scri1)tio11 list for it ,,·as begu11.47 B)1 1782 tl1e site i11 Abi11gdo11 l1ad bee11 
selected.48 Coke's arri\1al lJrougl1t fres11 fuel to a d''1i11dli11g fla111e. 
'Vl1oe\1er first 111e11tio11ed t11e project at t11eir i11itial 111eeting, Cc>ke 
entered i11 l1is ]ott1·nal: "11'e and I l1a\'C agreed to use our joi11t en
deavours to establisl1 a scl1ool 01· college on tl1e 1)la11 of Ki11gs,vood 
Scl1001." 49 (''Scl1ool" ''ras AslJu1·y's 'vord, ''college" Coke's, but like 
''su perintende11t" ai1d ''l>isl1op'' it ''1as a disti11ctio11 '''i tl1out a i·eal 

43. Asbury, Journal, I. 499, 510, 535-8; Coke, journals, 1793, f)I>· 67-?2; Lee, Short 
History, JJp. 127-9; Sber1nan , 01>. cit., pp. 9i-I06. 

44. \ 7ickcrs, Coke, JJIJ. 132-6. 
45. Coke, ] ournals, 1793, pp. 8-1 o. 
46. Jackson, Earl)' /\1ethodist T'reachers, \T, 283-4; Lee, Short Jiistor)', p. 111. 

47. Asbury, journal, I, 324, 358. 
48. G. P. I~aker, op. cit., p. 66. 
49. 'Coke, journals, 1793, p. 16. 
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http:I~rai11erd.45
http:Heatlie11s.44
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difference, a case of T''1eedledu1n and 1"",veedledee.) Coke imn1edi
atel)' put 11is char111 to ''1 ork i11 raisi11g n1one}' £01· tl1is cause. On De
cen1ber 14 t11e)' 111et at tl1e £utu1·e site, 'vitl1 enougl1 111011e)' in l1a11d to 
justify their laying tl1e scl1e1ne before tl1e preachers in Balti111ore on 
Ja11t1ar}' 1, 1785, after all tl1e i1111)orta11t co11stitutio11al n1atters 'vere 
ot1t of t11e \Vay. Tl1e co11fere11ce a1)1)r<>\1ecl, aclclecl its Olv11 ge11erous 
co11tril)lttion to tl1e ft111d, ai1cl after del)ate sug·geste,d a r1ame ,,1J1icl1 

con1111en1orated tl1e t\VO 1Jisl1ops,50 \Vl10 i111111ediately 'vent a11ead and 
1pri11t,ed a11 eigl1t-page l)la11 fo1· J!:1·ecti1zg a College.51 1.""he Pla1i sl10,vs 

h ,o,v closely tl1e i11stitutio11 \Vas 111odeled upon '\'esle)1's Ki11gs,vood 

Scl1ool, but b)1 tl1e ti 111e it '''as a IJJJ1·0\1ed b)' tl1e Conference tl1e }Jro
visio11s for Ki11gs,vood Scl1ool 111ade i11 tl1e Bri tisl1 1\1irlules l1ad al
read)' been. deleted, a11d ,v,ere 11e\1er restored to tl1e .Discipli11e, tl1ougl1 
tl1e JJla11 itself \Vas i11cor1Jo1·ated in tl1e revised editio11 of 1787.52 

l-Ie11cefortl1 tl1e bt1rde11s a11d a11xieties for tl1e college were carried 
n1ainl)1 by Asl)tlr)', \vl10 preacl1ed tl1e fol111datio11 se1·111on on June 5, 
1785, a11(l 'velco1necl tl1e t\ve11t)'-fl,,e stt1clents at tl1e OJ)Ct1ing on De
ce111ber 6, 1787.53 (011 botl1 c>ccasio11s Coke ''ras out of tl1e cou11try.) 
] 01111 '"7esle)' also le11t l1is aid, es1Jeciall)' i11 securi11g t11e aJJpoi11 t111e11t 
and JJassage fro1n J<:11gla11d of tl1e fi1·st Jlresiden t, tl1e Re,1ere11d Levi 

Heatl1. 'i\Tesley conti11ued to fur11ish fi11a11'cial SUJJJJ01·t a11d frie11dl)' 
e11courage111ent to Heatl1 and l1is fa1nil)', a11d e\re11 left 111011e)' to 
I-Ieatl1 i11 his 'vill. 54 111 SJJite of its 111an)' JJrOl)le111s, climaxed lJ)' its 
l)ur11i11g dO\\TJJ i11 1795, Coke })ury 'College \Vas a sig11ifica11t begi1111i11g 
in 1\1etl1odist 11igl1er educatio11, a11d in this begi1111i11g Coke's e11tl1usi
astic ,dri\1e undoul)tedly bridged tl1e ga1) 1Jet\vee11 d1·ea111 a11d 1·ealiza
tior1. It is a so1ne,vl1at stra11ge iro11y tl1at the ge11eral l\1et11odist public 
see a11cl l1ear tl1e na111e of tl1eir first bisl101) 111ost freque11tly i11 tl1e 
title of tl1is long defu11ct i11stitutio11, take11 0\1er lJ)' tl1e l\1etl1odist 
Publisl1i11g I~ouse. 

T11at Coke's 11an1e sl1ould ha.\1e bee11 1nade n1e111orable by tl1e Pub

50. ee ]01111 E1nory, A Defence of "Our Fathers," pp. 93-4. 
51. Coke, ]ourrzals, 1793, p. 22; Phocbus, lJ'hatcoat, p. 23; Lee, Short 11istory, pp. 

113-18. A copy of the original Plarz is at Randolph-~f aeon College, Ashland, \ 'irginia. 
Coke seen1s to have been responsible for changing "School" in tl1e title to "College": see 
the original text of Asbury's journal for June 19, 1780, in l\1ethodist liistOT)', IX, to. 2 

Oan., 1972). 42. 
52. Sherman, op. cit., pp. 267-?4· 
53. Asbury, journal, I, 490, 555. J'or fuller details see A. '"1• Cummings, The Early 

Schools of l\1etlzodis1n, pp. 20-34, and his main source, The l\1ethodist Quarterly Review, 
1859, J>p. 173-88; cf. G. ]>. Baker, op. cit .• J>p. 65-?3· 

54. Frank Baker, "John '\\7csley and Cokesbury College's First President," pp. 54-9. 
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lisl1i11g House, 110\Ve\1er, is ap1)rOJ)riate, f<)r l1e l1i111self 'vas as ex1)eri
enced in that field as Asbtir)7 'vas i11experie11ced, a11<l l1is 0\\111 J)t1lJli
catio11s are far f-ro111 exl1austed b)' tl1e sixt)'-t'vo I isted i11 J01111 \7ickers' 
,,aluable biogra1)11)'.55 Tl1e fi14 st official pt1l)licatio11s of tl1e i1e,\1 l1ur,cl1 
'vere the DiscijJli12e a11d t'vo of Coke's Cl1rist111as Confere11ce ser111011s, 
all probably i1ot 0111)' 'vritte11 l)ttt t1J1(ler\\11·itte11 a11cl see11 tl1rougl1 tl1e 
press lJy l1i1111)ersonall)1 56 011 l1is first arri\1al i11 1 1 e,,r )'ork Coke l1ad• 

establisl1ed a close ra1)port "'\Vitl1 J01111 l)icki11s, tl1e i)reacl1e14 tl1ere, a11d 
Dickins (as '\'e l1a\'e see11) l1ad edited Asbur)1's rearra11ge111e11t of t11e 
hastil )' prepared DiscijJli11e \vl1icl1 \Vas a1)pro\red as tl1e 11ucleu £01

4 tl1e 
4DiscijJline of 1787. 011e of tl1e 11e\v sections i11 tl1is 1e,rised J)iscijJli11e 

\vas ''On the l'ri11ti11g of 13ooks," a11cl l)otl1 oke a11cl 1\slJtll)' con
4fide11tl)' placed tl1e 1 es1Jonsibility £01· tl1e cl1urcl1' IJulJlicatio11s l1e11ce

fortl1 011 tl1e ca1)alJle sl1oulde1·s of J)icki11s. 111 1787 Dicki11s co111bi11ed 
pulJlisl1i11g \\1itl1 1)14 eacl1i11g, ])ut f1·0111 ,Coke's i1ext A111erica11 \1isit i11 
i 789 l1e beca1ne "J3ook Ste,va14 d'' i11 cl1arge of tl1e first ''Book lloo111." 
Coke breatl1ed a sig·l1 of relief: "'\Te l1a,re 110\\1 settlecl ClL1r 1)ri11ti11g 
})usi11ess, I trust, on a11 ad,ra11tageous footi11g, botl1 for t11e j)COJ)le 
indi,ridually a11d tl1e Co11nexio11 at la1·ge." 57 

1011ce agai11 Coke l1ad 
ser\1ed as a 111ajor catal)'St i11 tl1e establisl1111e11t of a lasti11g a11d i111

})0rta11t l\1et11odist \re11tu14 e dedicated to tl1e fu1·tl1e1·i11g ,of Cl114 istian 
concerns. 011e of tl1e 111ajor earl)' ft111ctio11s of tl1e Book Ro<J111 'vas 
tl1e 1)ri11ti11g a11d distribl1 tio11 of re1igiot1s tracts. Here agai 11 Coke 
' 

4.ras a })ioneer, a 1110\1i11g })0,\1er bel1i11d t11e 1'"'1 act Society founded b)' 
J01111 'i\1esle)' i11 i 782,58 \vl10 d u1·i11g 11 is fi1·st '

4

'isi t to A111erica, 'vl1ile 
})leading for 111issio11s a11d educatio11 did i1ot fail to JJUt i11 a successful 
\\1ord-tl1ot1gl1 i11 a l0\\1er ke)1-for t11e cat1se of tract dist1·i bu tio11.59 

\i\Tl1e11 C<)ke left f<)r England afte1· tl1is first 1110111e11tot1s tot11· 1\slJttr)' 

55. \ 1ickers, Coke, Pl>· 375-82. 
56. J>ilkington, O[>. cit., p[>. 72-3. Coke's itinerary fun1ishes a clue to the order of 

their publication: first can1e the Discipline, in Pl1iladelphia; next \Vas the Se1·111on on 
the Godhead of Christ, \vhich Coke l1i111 elf explicitly states that he publi hcd-"at the 
desire of the Confercnce"-\vhile he \vas in Ne'" '{ork, Jan. 22 to J."'cb. 6; lastly can1c the 
sermon on Asbury's 01dination as su1)erintendent, printed in Baltimore after Coke re
turned for a visit bet\\'een February 26 and l\farch 6-thc dedication "To the Rev. 
Francis Asbury, Superintendent of the 1\1cthodist Episco1>al Church of Ainerica" is dated 
"Baltin1ore, 1arch 1, 1785." 

57. Coke, journals, 1793, p. 114; cf. Asbu11•. ]ou1·rzal, J, 598n. 
58. J1'HS, XII, 136-8; XIX, 12-13. 
59. Coke, Journals, 1793, p. 22. Coke felt that 1\1r. Gough \\'as a poor stc,vard of his 

wealth in that 11e \\'Ould "only give thirty guineas to\vards the College and five guineas 
for tracts for the poor." See also Pilkington, O[>. cit., pJ>. 190-5. 
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said, ''\1
\ 
7e parted 'vitl1 l1ea''Y l1earts." 60 U1)011 l1is return t,~,o years 

later lJotl1 Asl)u1·)1 a11d t11e A1nerican i)reacl1ers see111ed a little cool, 
partly f)ecause 'i\7es] ey 'vas directi11g tl1a t \i\711atcoat a11d Garrettson 
sl1ould f)e 111ade su1Jeri11te11de11ts, }Jartly f)ecause Coke i11 '"'esle)1's 
name l1ad altered tl1e a rra11ge111e11 ts 111ade for tl1e tl1ree Confere11ces. 
1~11e first da)' of t11e 111ajor Co11fere11ce at Balti111ore, 1ay 1, i 787, 
JJI"0\1ed eSJJeciall)' stor111)', but 011 tl1e seco11d da)' Coke dissol\1ed their 

fears about l1in1self lJ)' a1Jologizi11g, and 'vl1e11 1)ressed by a fe''' he also 
ga,,e a 'vritte11 u11dertaki11g tl1at l1e 'vould exert 110 pri\1ileges as su
1)eri11te11de11 t '"1l1e11 a})se11 t fro111 A111erica, a11d 11011e e\1en. ,,vf1e11 prese11 t 
exce1Jt according to tl1e regulatio11s of tl1e Co11fere11ce itself.61 He11ce
£01·tl1 there t·emai11ed i10 qu,estio11 about tl1e supre111aC)' of Asbury in 
1\J11erica11 ~1Ietl1oclis111, e\1en tl1ot1gl1 i11 tl1c a111ended Af.iriutes there 
,,,as 110 alteratio11 i11 tl1e order of tl1eir 11a1nes: "Quest.1.,i\Tho ai·e the 

Superi11tende11ts of ou1· Cl1urcJ1, for the U11ited States? Ans,v. Tl101nas 
Coke ('vl1e11 1)rese11t in tl1e States) a11d Fra11'cis Asbt1ry." 62 Fron1 tl1is 
ti1ne 011,Ala1·d Coke did little 1nore duri11g l1is brief. bie11nial or quad
re11nial visits tl1a11 tag alo11g at Asl)Ur)r's l1eels, like Britisl1 i·oyalt)' an 

i1111)ressi\re figurel1ead 'vitl1 little i·eal })O'\~er. 
Coke also 111a11aged to rub tl1e An1erica11s t11e 'vro11g '''ay by l1is ef

forts to t1-a11sfo1·111 1\1et11odis111 fr<J111 tl1e society '''11icl1 i11 practice it 
remai11ed i11to a full-orbecl cl1urcl1 i11 closer a.ssociation '\1ith t11e 
Cl1urch of E11gJa11d.63 11is atte1111Jt to JJro111ote liturgical '''orsl1i1J fail
i11g, i11 1791 11e belatedly res1)011ded to earlier 0\1ertures fron1 the 
l~])isco1)alia11s i11 order to bri11g <.tbout. a. u11io11 bet,vee11 them and the 
J\1et11odist Cl1urcl1. He as good as 1)ro1nised that i11ost of tl1e fJreacl1ers 
\\1ould }Je 1)repared to sL1lJ111it to reo1·di11atio11, a11d l1i11ted (tl1ougl1 he 
did not de111a11d) tl1at, as tl1e 1~1)iscopalia11s tl1en1sel\1es had suggested 
i11 178.-1, t11e i)rese11t 1ethodist su1)eri11te11de11ts sl1ould be 111ade bisl1
0J)S of: tl1e Protesta11t E1)iscopal Cl1L1rcl1. \\'esle)' 's death and Bisl1op 
SealJUr)1 's cold11ess to tl1e scl1e111e })llt a11 end to tl1e 111atter, f)llt ,v}1e11 
Coke's }Jart i11 it can1e to ligl1t tl1e JJreacl1ers were furious. T11at 'vas 
in 1806, J10,ve\1e1·, a11d lJ)' tl1at ti111e Coke's effecti\1e li11ks \Vitl1 America 
l1ad lJee11 lJ1·oken.64 

60. AslJUl)', Journal, I, 490; cf. Coke, Journals, 1793. p. 49. 
61. Asbury, ]our11al, I. 538; Coke, Journals, 1793, pp. 71-2; Lee, Short History, pp. 

124-6. 
62. A1i11utes (Arncrican, 1795), p. 95· 
63. Cf. TIAA1, I, 422, a11d Sanders, op. cit., pp. 361-,0. 
64. \'ickcrs, Colle, }Jp. 176-g1. Sec also Edward J. J)rinkhouse, History of A1ethodist 

J~eform, I. 267-Sn, 396-405; G. P. l~aker, op. cit.• pp. 73-4; J>hocbus. JJ'hatcoat, pp. 68-?2. 
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Coke's 1najor co11tributio11s to J\ 111erica11 ~fet11odis111 1vere i1ot co11

fi11ed to 11is i11itial ' ' isit, 110,\Te\1e1·. I-le also 1)r0\1ed of key i tllJ)Orta11ce 
in secl1ri11g a ''ro1·kal)le S)'Sten1 of ce11tralized de111ocratic co11trol for 
tl1e 11e'v ,cJ1u1·cl1. A 11u111be1· ,of tl1e preacl1ers stro11gly disa1)1J1·0,1ed of 

'vl1at '!\' illia111 l\1cKe11d1·ee called Asbu1·)1's ''J)OOr 111iserable Cou11cil," 
'vl1icl1 seen1ed to tl1e111 disguised autocraC)' at 'vorst a11d at best rule 
b)' aristocraC)'· 65 Jesse I..,ee 111ade 011e }Jrotest to tl1e Cou11cil itself i r1 

1789, a11d ai1otl1er to 1\sf)Ur)' i11 1791, i11 eacl1 case suggesting as a11 
alter11ati\'e a deleg·ated e11eral Co11fere11ce.66 Ja111es O ' Kell)' fi1·st se
ct1recl a grou1) to SlIJ)j)Ort l1i111 i11 l)O)'COtti11g it 1neeting , a11d tl1e11 

''1rote to Coke i11 I~11gla11d, seeki11g l1is supJ)Ort ag-ainst Asl)u1·)1
• 
67 As 

a 1·esult Coke ca111e to A111erica j)repared to SUj)jJ01·t tl1e scl1e111e fo1· a 
General Co11fere11ce i11 OJ)j)Ositio11 to AslJUr)''s 1Cou11cil. l~or Asl)Ul")' 
tl1is settled tl1e 111atte1·. Altl1ougl1 olJ\1iot1Sl)' distressed lJy Coke's 
cl1a11ge of 111i11d, 11e fou11d tl1is stra11ge allia11ce of Jesse I .ee, J'an1es 
O'K.elly, and 1..l10111as Coke too 111ucl1 for l1i111, a11d ''acceded to a 
General Co11fere11ce for tl1e sake of 1)eace." 68 Ezekiel Coo1Jer \\1arned 
Coke tl1at l1is SUJ)j)Ort of ,O'Kelly 111ust be l1a11dled carefull)1, because 
so111e of tl1e 1)1·eacl1ers co11st1·t1ed it, 11ot si1111)l)1 as op1Jositior1 to a fault)1 

judg111e11t 011 tl1e 1)art of Asbu1·)1, f)ut as a. delilJerate atte1n1)t to u11
der1nine l1is autl1orit)', 'vl1icl1 O'Kelly l1i111self 1nigl1t desire, but \vl1icl1 
tl1e 1)reacl1ers i11 ge11eral 'vot1ld 11ot tolerate.69 Coke, 110\Ve\1er, ,,,as u11
doubtedly disi11terested in J1is 111oti\1es, ai1d altl1ougl1 11e 'vas 11ot the 
origi11ator of tl1e quad1·e1111ial Ge11eral Co11fere11ce l1is e1)isco1)al ad
\'Ocacy can·ied tl1e issue, so tl1at tl1is i11stitt1tio11 re111ai11s as a11otl1er of 
tl1e u11n1arked 111011u1nents to 11is 111erican 111i11ist1·)'· 

Tl1e 11e,,rs of: '\7esle)1's deatl1 })l"OillJ)ted Coke's J1ast)' rett1r11 to E11
gla11d fro111 l1is fot11·tl1 ' ' isit to Ai11erica. 'i\Titl1i11eigl1t111011tl1s, 110,,,_ 
e\rer, l1e '''as ])ack, 1·elJu ffed i)y tl1e E11gl isl1 j)reacl1ers-,vl10 '\1ere de
ter111i11ed tl1at l1e sl1ot1ld 11ot ste1) straigl1t i11to '\Te le)1's sl1oes, as l1e 
l1ad expected-lJut courted l))' t11e disside11t g1·ou1) i11 merica. 1 ""11ese 
he felt tl1at l1e in ust })otl1 su})})Ort a11d at tl1e sa111e ti111e i·estrai11 l))r 

atte11da11ce at tl1e first quadre1111ial 1Ge11eral Confere11ce of 1792, '\1l1icl1 

65. Tigert, op. cit., 1>. 250; cf. '"'are, J...ife, pJ>. i81 - 2 . 

66. I..ee, Short 11istory, J>p. 158-9; Asbury, ]our11al1 I, 687 . 
67. 1·igert, op. cit., pp. 250-2. 

68. Asbury, journal, I, 667- 8. 
69. Letter of Aug. 11, 1791, quoted in Scl1crer, CoojJer, p. 69. 
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over Asbt1ry's ol)jectio11s l1e l1acl l1el }Je,d to se<:t1re. He did little more 
tha11 atte11d tl1at Confere11ce. 

1-l is sixtl1 ''isi t 'vas for tl1e fol J,o,vi11g Ge11eral Co11fere11ce, i11 1796. 
At tl1is Co11fere11ce tJ1e t'''O bisl101)s 'vere asked to pre1Jare an a1111otated 
editio11 of tl1e Discij;li11e, a11d did so. Tl1e \101u111i11ous notes, i11 \1ery 
s111a 11 pri 11 t, are al 111ost t'vice as lo11g· as tl1e J)iscijJlirie itself, and tl1ough 
undoubted])' \1aluat)]e, '''ere 11e\'er re1J1·i11ted. Fo1· these Coke ''1as 
cl1ieA)' res1Jo11sit)le, tl1ougl1 11e i11cor1Jorated son1'e notes prepared b)' 

Asl)Ut]', ,,,J1ile Asbtir)' also "nl1111bered tl1e cl1apters" a11d ''\1ersed tl1e 
Scriptures''-i.e., fur11isl1ed se\1e11 l1t1ndrecl proof: texts-a11d generally 
assisted. 1~<)t}1 n1e11 tl1011gl1t l1igl1ly of t11e \Vork. Coke said, ''If I e\1er 
dre,,1 U}J a11y t1seful pl1blicatio11s £01· t11e 1)ress, tl1is ''1as surely 011e of 
tl1e111, a11d perl1a1Js t11e ])est." iO 

1\notl1er rnatter c>f 1nt1cl1 greater 11101ne11t '''as raised at tl1is Con
fe1·e11ce. Becau,~e of ill l1ea}tl1 Asbury clearl)' 11eeded help, and it \vas 

SJJeedi1)' 1·esol\1ed to "stre11gtl1e11 tl1e e1Jisco1JaC)1," tl1ougl1 the 111etl1od 
of so doi11g '''as tl1e st1bject ,of J,e11gtl1)r del)ate. Coke offered l1i111self to 
labor n1ore full)' ai11011g tl1e1n, suf)ject 0111)' to lea\1i11g t11e111 for the 
\i\Test I11dies or F14 a11ce '',vl1e11 tl1ere is a11 01Je11i11g." Duri11g tl1e t\VO
da)' debate-fr,0111 'vl1icl1 Coke al)se11 ted l1i111self-so1ne JJreacl1ers, led 
by Jesse Lee, argued ii1 tead for a11 additional n1erica11 bisl101J, but 
AslJt1ry's })lea fc)r Coke ca1~ried tl1e \'Ote.71 Coke stayed i11 Ai11erica a 
little 1011gcr fo1· tl1is ' 'isit-just 0\1er four 111ontl1s-before J·etur11i11g to 
tie up t11e loose e11cls i11 Britai11, a11d fi11a1l)r IJack l1is bags for A111erica. 

111 1~11gla11d l1e \vas greeted-so111e,vl1at }JelatedJy, it 111t1st })e ad
4n1itted-,vitl1 p1 aise and JJleas: ")'ou are too , ,a]uable to us! Don't 


4lea\re t1sl Ask our bretl1re11 i11 A111erica to 1 elease ) 'OU fro111 )'Our prom
ise!'' Se\1e11 )'ears after '"7es1ey's deatll tile)' at Jengtll elected }1in1 
Preside11t of the Co11fere11ce, a11d al1nost i1n111ediately after,vards sent 
l1i111 })ack t<) A1nerica f:or a lJrief ' 'isit, stt1ffi11g i11to l1is J)Ocket an a1)1Jea1 
requesti11g-aJ111ost i·equiri11g-tl1at 11e be released fro111 his A111erican 
agree111e11t at least u11til tl1e)' l1ad fou11d their \Va)' tl1rougl1 the ' 'arious 
post-'Vesleyan crises ,vJ1icl1 n1enaced tl1e road to tl1ei1· becon1ing an 

70. The J)octrines and Discij>line of the A1ethodist ChurcJ1, 1oth ed., 1798; Coke, 
)our11als, 1816, p. 249; Asbury, journal, II, 117, 121; lll, 15g-60. Nearly sixty pages of 
extracts forn1 an appendix to Shcrrnan, op. cit. Cf. chap. 10, pp. 175-6. 

71. Phoebus, li' hatcoat, pp. 81-5; Lee, Short History, pp. 47-8. 
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independent denomination. The letter was presented to the Virginia 
Conference, and Asbury signed his consent to the British request, 
though at the same time he protested that his fellow-Englishmen did 
not appreciate the dire need for Coke's services in America. ever
theless it is clear that Asbury had very mixed feelings as to whether 
in fact he wanted Coke as a permanent colleague, wondering both 
whether there might be some difficulty in assimilating him into a 
somewhat subsidiary role, and whether Coke's undoubted sincerity of 
the moment was a firm enough basis for prognosticating his future 
behavior. As a result Asbury never seemed quite sure for which side 
he was pulling in this strange transatlantic tug-of-war for Coke's ser
vices. The General Conference of 1800, for which Coke came over on 
his eighth visit to America, officially confirmed the decision of the 
Virginia Conference of 1797 by ··1ending'' Coke ••for a season, to re
turn to us as soon as he conveniently can; but at farthest by the meet
ing of our next General Conference." This decision finally made it 
imperative to elect an episcopal assistant for Asbury, though instead 
of a vigorous native American such as Jesse Lee an ailing Englishman 
was chosen, Richard Whatcoat-a short-lived triumph for the old 
school, for he was already sixty-six, and died six years later.72 Coke, 
therefore, stayed mainly in England, though he continued to protest, 
''In America only I consider myself at home.'' 73 

At last in 1803 came the time when Coke felt that the major British 
commitments preventing his emigration to America were out of the 
way, even though the British Conference still pressed for his return. 
He wrote to Ezekiel Cooper, who had succeeded John Dickins as Book 
Editor upon his death in 1798, ··1 am going to spend the remainder of 
my days with you." 74 The only obstacle remaining was in America 
itself. Coke had promised the British Conference that nothing but a 
clear assurance that his permanent residence in America was indeed 
the will of God would keep him there. He was preserving an escape 
route, and surely doing so because he was afraid he might need to use 
it. He needed a sign from heaven-which in effect meant from Asbury. 
But Asbury gave no sign. Probably Asbury was right, both from the 
reluctance of many Americans such as Jesse Lee to take Coke to their 

71. Methodist Epiacopal Church, Journals of the General Conference, I, pp. 51-7: 
cf. Lee, ShOTt History, pp. 165-6. 

75. Circular letter eent to many preacben, Feb. and March, 18o1; eee Vicken, Cole, 
pp. 141-S· 


74· icken, Cob, p. 144. 
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l1ea1·ts, a11d f1·0111 Coke's o'v11 i·estless, u111)redictal)]e cl1aracter. On 
a1"I·ivi11g i11 Nor:fc>lk, \Tirgi11ia, i11 Octo}Jer, i803, Coke did 11ot e1nbark 
011 tl1e fi\re-tl1ousa11d-111ile j)1·eacl1ir1g tour st1g·gestcd f)}' Asbury, but 
i111p11lsi\'Cl}' '~"e11t to assist 11is CJ)isc<)})al colleagL1e i11 tl1e Georgia Co11
fere11ce, ai1d felt s11ulJbed '\1l1e11 11e ,,·as })}'-})assed at t11e discussio11 of 
tl1e preacl1c1·s' statio11s. 1-1e 'vas Il<Jt j)l"CJ)ared to lJe "lJtt t a sl1ado,\1 of 
a 1Jisl1op,'' "a 111e1·e 1)reacl1er." 15 And so, after a 1)1·eacl1i11g tOltr i11 tl1e 
Nort11, i11cl udi11g a ser1no11 i11 'l\7as11i11gto11 })cfore Co11gress,76 11e 1eft 
tl1e U11ited States, 11e\'Cr to i·ett1r11. 

1ot tl1at l1e l1ad co1111)lctel}' ,,,1-itte11 Ai11c1·ica off. 011 June 1, i 805, 
Coke se11t a ,circular letter to AslJury a11cl other 1)reacl1ers ai111ou11ci11g 
l1is i11arriage. I-le re111i11ded t11e111 of tl1e "sole11111 e11gag·e111e11ts'' 111ade 
''011 lJotl1 sides" at tl1e Ge11eral Co11fere11ce of i 796, a11d assured tl1e111 
tl1at l1e 'visl1ed still to fulfil tl1ose e11gage111e11ts, tl1ougl1 i1ot 011 all)' 
"tra11sitor)' ' 'isit'': "If 've co111e to )'OU at all, '\Te co111e £01· life." Bt1t 
if: tl1e)' ca111e for life it ,,·ot1ld lJe 011 co11ditio11 t11at ,,·}1e11e\rer Asl)ttr)' 
'\Tas u11able to tra\1el througl1out all tl1e Co11fe1·e11ces Coke sl1ould 
di,·ide tl1e ter1~itor)' '~r itl1 11i111, '"' l1atcoat clea1·l)' bei11g too frail to do 
so.77 011 i·ecei,ri11g tl1is letter Asbu1·}1 i11acle t11e ''Yl")' co111111e11t: "l\1a1·
1·iage is l1011ot1ra lJle i11 all-lJut to i11e it is a cere11101l)' a'''ful as deatl1." 78

'l\1}1e11 i11dt1Jged i11 by l1is 1)1·eacl1ers it al o see111ed to l1a,,e a sin1ilar 
effect 011 Asl)Uf)'-tO l1i111 t.l1e)' 'ver,e as good as dead. fie '~as co11\ri11ced 
tl1at Coke's useft1lness 'vas 110,,· at a11 e11d-certai11l)' l1is useful11ess 
i11 A111erica. 111 t11is tl1e Ai11erica11 confere11ces Sll})})Orted J1i111, ai1d 
politel)' re1)Iied t11at Coke's 11e'v status '''ould 11ot i·e11der 11i111 so ,,·ell 
fitted to ser\re t11e111. Altl1ougl1 lie later 1vitl1dre,\1 l1i co11ditio11s, tl1eir 
attitude did 11ot cha11ge. 1.""l1e 1807 1'.1i11utes 'vere tl1e last to i·ecord 
l1is na1ne as a11 eff:ecti\1e ))isl101), a11d tl1e 1808 (~e11eral Co11fere11ce 
elected a11 CJ)iscoi)al replace111e11t i11 '"'illia111 l\1cKe11dree, duly re
cordi11g its gratitude £01· Coke's 1)ast ser,,ices. 79 

Coke a11d Asl)ury co11ti11ued to co1·res1)011d, l1o"''e'rer, ai1d ,,1}1e11 
11e,vs ca111e of Coke's deatl1 011 1ay 3, 1814., e11 route to Ce)rlo11 to 
establi 11 i11issio11ar)' '\101·k i11 Asia, Asl)Ul")' 1)reacl1ecl a fu11eral ser111on, 
arldi11g a re111a1·ka ]))e testi111011)' to Coke i11 l1is ] ou1~11al: " ... a ge11 tle
1nan, a scl10Iar, a11d a bisl101) to us; and as a mi11iste1· of Cl1rist, i11 zeal, 

75· Ibid., p. 246. 
76. Sarnucl J)rC,\', 1'/ze I .ife of the Rev. Tho1nas Coke, J). 316. 
77. Asbury, journal, JJJ, 18-21. 
78. ) bid., ]] I 474• 
79. \ ickers, Coke, })J). 254- 8; ~1. E. Churd1, Journals of Gen. Corzf., I, 73-6, 79-81. 
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in labours, and in services, the greatest man in the last century." 80 

What does this signify? In penning such a tribute Asbury could 
hardly have overlooked John Wesley. Many, perhaps most, would 
not agree in ranking Coke above Wesley. Was this a faulty judgment 
on Asbury's part? Was it indeed a cold assessment? Or was it a post
humous expiation for having held Coke at arm's length during the 
past thirty years, thus denying him the opportunity to prove his con
stant assertion that he wished to live up to his full potential as the first 
bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church? At the very least such a 
ttibute emphasizes the fact that Thomas Coke hardly merits his status 
as the forgotten man of early American Methodism. 

So. Asbury, Journal, II. 78g. For a summary of the sermon itself, sec John Wesley 
Bond's reminiscences, in Methodist History, IV, o. 1 (Oct., 1g65), 18. Asbury certainly 
hied to be realistic, witness his words: .. He was in his temper quick. It was like a spark; 
touch it and it would fty, and was soon off. Indeed it is natural in a Welshman to be 
quick. But jealousy, malice, or envy dwelt not in a soul so able as that of Coke." 



I 0 . T I-I E D 0 CT R I TES I THE 

DISCIPLINE 

1"'11e l1astily su111111011ed Ietl1odist i)reacl1ers '\1110 11l1ddled t,ogether 
i11 a 'vi11tr)' Balti111ore t11at C111·ist111as of l i84 issued tl1eir 0'\1 11 dec
laratio11 of i11de1)e11de11ce. For all tl1e t11ousands of 111iles of ocea11 
se1)arati11g tl1em f1·0111 E11gland tl1e)1 l1ad so far follo,,1ed tl1e precedents 

a11d accepted tl1 e 0\1ersigl1 t of ~11·. '"resl ey. ~ o it l1ad bee11 fo1· 1no1·e 
tl1a11 a cle<:acle. No,\1 , a1)1)are11tly 'vitl1 \\Tesley's agreen1er1t, a11d e\1en 
011 l1is suggestio11, as tra11s111itted b)' Dr. Tl10111as Coke, the)' i11ade a 
deli lJerate atte111 f)t to erect z1 11e,,r A111erica11 ~1etl1odist churcl1, fra
ter11all)' Ji11kecl 'vith 13ritisl1 ~Ietl1odis111 bt1t quite i11depe11de11t of 

1its control. 1 10,, at last t11e)' had t11eir o'vn SJ)iritual leaders i11 Coke 
a11d Asbt1r)1-tecl111icall)1 ec1t1al i11 al1tl1orit)', ])ut far fro111 equal in 
tl1e allegia11ce of t11eir colleag·ues. 111 1784 tl1e 1etl1odist Episcopal 
Cl1urcl1 secured its o'v11 11atio11al leadersl1iJJ, its o'v11 })O,ver to per
})Ctuate a 1ni11istr)1

, its <>,v11 ecclesiastical orga11izatio11, ar1d also took 
a11 i111n1e11se steJJ for,vard i11 creati11g its o'v11 etl1os. 

A fe,v of tl1e 1)reac}1ers dot1 bted 1vl1etl1er tl1e tl1ro,vi11g off of parental 
restrair1ts (a11d SU])port) by tl1is eager 1et11odist adolesce11t 'vas ,,,ise 
a11d tin1el)'· Tl10111as Haski11s SJ)Oke f:o1· others '\1l1e11 J1e co11fided to 11is 
jot1r11al: ' '011, 110,\r totteri11g I see ~1etl1odis111 110,\1 1" 1 Tl1eir t1'\10 
bi l101)s 111a11agecl to l1old a precarious bala11ce on t11e ecclesiastical 
fe11ce 1\1itl1out falli11g off eitl1er 011 tl1e 011e side of retaining full t11eo
retical co11trol of A111erica11 ~ Ietl1odis111 for 'i\Tesle)', or on the otl1er of 
de11)1i11g 11i111 all)' 'oice at all. t tl1e ' 'ery least tile)' i11sisted tl1at tl1e 
decencies sl1ould lJe JJreser\1ed, a11d t11at l1a\1i11g uccessfull)' tl1rO\\Tll 

1r. \ i\Tesley to tl1e grou11d tl1ey sl1ould 11ot kick 11i111 i11 tl1e sto111acl1. 
1-Ie 'vas tl1erefore i11dulged ''' itl1 a11 occasional ki11dl)1 l·efere11ce, but 
110 actual f)0,\1er. 1ot t111til 1787 did tl1e 1)reacl1ers ex1)licitl)1 reject 
their i 784 agree111e11t "i11 111atters belonging to Cl1urcl1 go\1er11111e11t 
to ol)e)' [\l\' esle)1's] co111111a11ds." Pe1·l1aps, l101\1e\1er, tl1is origi11al agree
1ne11t sl1ould l·atl1er l1a\re l)een descril)ed as a courteous gesture tl1a11 
a fir111 co1111nit111e11t. 

First published in 1·he Duke Divinity School R eview, XXXI (1966), 39-55. 
1. Journal of Thomas Haskins at the Chrisunas Conference, Jan. 1, 1785, quoted in 

Sv:eet, 1'.1e11 of Zeal, p. 173. 
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A FORM OF DISCIPLINE 

The first official document embodying the organization of the new 
church used the title, followed the pattern, and reproduced three
quarters of the contents of its British equivalent, though with the 
names of Coke and Asbury replacing those of the Wesleys. It was 
published in 1785 as Minutes of several conversations between the 
Rev. Thomas Coke, LL.D., the Rev. Francis Asbury and others. The 
extent to which this depended upon Wesley's so-called ''Large Min
utes'' is convincingly demonstrated by the parallel arrangement of 
the two documents in the appendix to Bishop Tigert's Constitutional 
History of American Episcopal Methodism. 2 The ferment of inde
pendence was strongly at work, however, in what was omitted, what 
was altered, and in what was introduced, including especially the 
subtitle-''composing a Form of Discipline." The second edition ap
peared in 1786 as an appendix to the ''American'' edition of Wesley's 
Sunday Service.3 This version also retained some reminiscence of the 
British prototype, but experimented with a different title, which 
retained little of Wesley's apart from the word ''Minutes''-''The 
General Minutes of the Conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in America, forming the constitution of the said Church." 
Thereafter for the remainder of Wesley's lifetime his example was 
completely forsaken, and the following five editions of the American 
Methodist preachers' ecclesiastical handbook discarded Wesley's title 
for their own subtitle, being published as A Form of Discipline for 
the Ministers, Preachers, and Members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in America.4 

All this time the administrative discipline of American Methodism 
was evolving, and echoes of Wesley in new regulations steadily and 
inevitably diminished. The one area where his influence persisted 
was that of doctrine. Here conditions in America were not markedly 
different from those in England, and indeed some of the theological 
battles of the parent society were later re-enacted by her daughter 

1. Tigert, op. cit., pp. 555-6o2. See al90 above, p. 151. 

5· Wesley, Sunday Service, pp. 322-55. This particular edition is briefly described in 
Baker, Union Catalogue, p. 174, as No. 376 [E]. There were also "British" editions in 1786 
([C], (D]), and other years. These contained variants in the prayers and the Articles, 
suited to members who still owed allegiance to the British Crown, though otherwise the 
editions were the same. 

4. See the editions of 1787, 1788, 1789, 17go, and 1791; d. Baker, Union Catalogue, 
No. 415.ii, pp. 11~17. 
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cl1urcl1, 'vl1en tl1'e olcl ,,,ea pons forged l))' '"'es]e)' pro\red to ha\1e re
tained t11eir cutti11g edge. Tl1e de1)e11de11ce of A111'erican l\1et11odism 
UJ)OD '''esley's t11eolog·)' l1as bee11 botl1 deliberately obscured a11d 
strangely forgotte11 b)' succeedi11g generatio11s, a11d 0111)' i11 our o'\1 11 
da)' is it 011ce 111ore recei\1i11g careful atte11tio11. 1""11e extent of this de
pe11clence is sor11e,vl1a t clifficL1l t to trace, bt1t 011e of tl1e 111ost inter,esti11g 
clues is to be £ou11d. in tl1e J1istOI")' of t11e Discipli11e. 

'\Te l1a\re seen tl1at tl1e fou11di11g fatl1ers of tl1e l\1et11odist Ej)iscopal 
Cl1urcl1 tra11sfor1ned '"'esle)''s 1\1 inu.tes i11to tl1eir DiscijJli11e. At tl1e 
An1erica11 Confere11'ce next but 011e after 11is deatl1 a11otl1er sig11ificant 
,c}1ange 'vas 111ade i11 tl1e title. I11stead of A Fo1·11i of Discij;li1ze tl1e 
eigl1tl1 edition of 1792 i11t1·oducecl tl1e 011e t11at })eca111e t11e sta11dard 
or 111odel for 1nost bra11cl1es of A111erica11 l\1.et11odis1n u11til ou1· o''r11 
da)1-Tl1e J) .octri11es arid J)iscijJli11e of tlie l\!Jetliodist Ej;iscopal Clz111·clz 
in America. Tl1e operati\1e '~"ord i11 tl1is cl1a11ge, of course, is ''doc
tri11es." T11e dead fou11der of l\1et11odis111 is rarel)' i11e11tio11ed in tl1e 
\ 1olu1ne, })ut i11 its doctri11es, tl1us en11)f1asized 1))' t11e altered title, 've 
become a'''are of l1is do111i11ati11g tl1ot1gl1 u11see11 i11flue11ce, a g11ost 
,\,alki11g t11e Discij;line for all succeedi11g gene1·atio11s, 11is teacl1i11g en
shri11ed tl1ougl1 11is ide11tity al111ost forgotte11. l~\'e11 ,vJ1e11 i11 i812 
\iVesley's theological bo11es '~1ere disi11terred fro111 t11e J)iscijJli11e a11d 
bt1ried ir1 a gi·assed-over gra\re exceedi11gly diffict1lt for later l\1et11
odists to disco\1e1·, l1is SJ)i1·it could not full)' be exorcised. He1·e, 110,,r_ 

e\rer, I suspect tl1at 1ny analogy is so111e,,rJ1at 11ard to follo,\1 for tl1ose 
'vl10 l1ave 11ot sl1a1·ed '\1itl1111e tl1e excite111e11t of searcl1i11g out '"'esle)1's 
doctri11al resting })lace i11 a m)1Sterious pul)licatio11 e11titled accurate!)' 
but i11adeq uatel)' A Collectiori of Jnte1·esting T1·acts. I 'vill therefore 
return from the 1·ealn1s of fantaS)' to tl1e 1)1~osaic task of t11e l1istoria11, 
endea\1oring to trace tl1e tl1read of '''esle)''s tl1eolog)' tl1rough tl1e 111aze 
of tl1e successi\1e issues of t11e ~1etl1odist DiscijJli11e. 

THE DOCTRINAL SECTJONS JN l~HE DJSCIPL1/\1ES 

T11e 1\1irzutes of i 785 contai11ed no fo1·1nal ot1tli11e of belief, but 
the docu1ne11t did ec}10 lllOSt of tl1e doctri11al J'>assages of '\Tesle)''S 

large .1\1irzutes. l""'l1ree sections i11 particular call for 111e11tio11. A ''er
batim re1)rint of '"'esley's stater11e11t al)OLtt tl1e rise of ~1et11odis1n, 
publisl1ed originally i11 tl1e an11ual l\1intites for 1765 a11d incor1)orated 
'''ith some mi11014 cl1a11g·es into tl1e larg·e 1\1i11utes fro111 1770 011\\1ards, 
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appeared thus: ''In 1729, t'vo young men, reading the Bible, saw they 
could not be saved without holiness, followed after it, and incited 
others so to do. In 1737 they sa\v holiness comes by faith. They saw 
like,•;ise, that men are justified before they are sanctified: but still 
holiness was their point. God then thrust them out, utterly against 
their will, to raise an holy people. When Satan could no otherwise 
hinder this, he threw Calvinism in the 'vay; and then A ntinomianism, 
which strikes directly at the root of all holiness.'' At the very least 
this makes clear the double Methodist emphasis upon evangelical 
theology and the pursuit of holiness, as well as drawing attention to 
some of the snares 'vaiting to entangle the feet of unwary Protestant 
pilgrims '\\rho belie\'e that salvation comes and stays by faith alone. 
Certainly it offers no encouragement to those l\1ethodists who would 
banish tl1eology from the pe\v and even from the pulpit, to languish 
only in the rarefied atmosphere of the seminary. The sentence about 
Calvinism and Antinomianism was omitted from the Disciplines of 
1787, 1788, and 1789-presumably to remove an additional snare from 
the path of the unlearned rather than because Satan no longer wielded 
those weapons. In the 1790 Discipline this section '''as transferred to 
the opening address ''To the Members of the Methodist Societies in 
the United States," though it 'vas not made clear that the American 
Methodist bishops who signed that address were not in fact the authors 
of the statement, but had employed the services of a ghost-writer. Not 
until 1796 \Vere quotation marks added, together \vith a footnote 
which stated, "These are the words of Messrs. Wesleys themselves." 
And not until 1948 was this ''historical statement'' replaced by one 
emphasizing Wesley's Aldersgate experience.5 

Other unacknowledged statements from Wesley's publications, sim
ilarly stressing points of doctrine, 'vere carried over from the 1785 
Minutes into the later Disciplines. The two most important were 
deemed worthy of publication as separate sections in the volume re
vised by Asbury in 1787 and its successors. ''Of the Rise of Method
ism'' formed Section I of the 1787 Discipline, ''Against Antinomian
ism'' Section XVI, and "On Perfection'' Section XXII. Of these latter 
doctrinal sections the first emphasized the need for good works as at 
least a condition of entering into and remaining in a state of salvation. 

5· Tigert, op. cit., p. 535. In 1876 the footnote was brought into the text. In 1892 
this section was transferred to a "'Historical Statement," where it remained until 1944, 
to be replaced at the following General Conference by a statement emphasizing Wesley's 
experience of l\fay 24, 1738. 
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'l"'l1e seco11d t1rged: ''Let tlS stro11gl)1 and ex1)licitl)' exl1ort all believers 

to go 011 to Perfectio11." Botl1 ''rere take11 aln1ost '''ord £01· ''1ord fro111 
'\'esle}''s large 1\1i1z1Ltes b)' 'Va)' of tl1e i7'"'5 A111erica11 Disciplitze. 
Stra11gely e11ougl1, altl1ougl1 these t'\'O i11lj)Orta11t state111ents for1ned 
a11 i11tegral ele111e11t of tl1e ofl1cial c,011stitt1tio11 of A1nerica11 ~1etl1odis111 
fro1n i784 t111til after tl1e e1)ocl1al Ge11eral Co11fere11ce of i8o8, tl1eir 

existence '''as co111pletel)1 o'rerlooked b)' tl1e clas ic 11i to1·ia11s of tl1e 
J)isciplitze, Rol)ert En1or)' and Da\1id l1er111a11, and 0111)1 1)artl)' re
alized i11 t11e 111asterly '\'Ork of .J ol1n J . ..figert, ,,r}10 i11cor1·ectl)1 SJ)eaks 
of tl1em as 11a\1i11g l)ee11 i11troduced i11 i 792 a11d 0111itted before the 
1)assage of tl1e restricti \ 'C rL1les lJy tl1e Ge11eral Co11fe1·e11ce of i 808.6 

1~11e JJiscijJli11e of i 792 1·eorga11ized tl1e 11u111erous s111all sectio11s 
of }Jie\1ious editio11s into tl11·ee cl1apters, tl1e tl1i1·d co11taini11g i11iscel
la11eous 111atter, 111ainly cl<)ctri11al, of \\rl1icJ1 tl1e retitled "Of Cl1ristia11 
Perfectio11" 'vas section 4, and ''Agai11st Anti110111ia11is111,, section 5. 
1 "'11is arra11g,e111e11t '\ras co11ti11ued i11 tl1e JJiscij;li11es of i 797 a11d i 798. 
To tl1at of 1798 \\1ere added "expla11atOr)' 11otes" lJy Bisl1ops Asbur)r 
a11d. Coke.7 Tl1ose to tl1ese particular sectio11s '"ere ' 'Cr)' })rief: ''111 re
SJ)CCt to tl1e cl<)Ctri11e of Cl11·istian j)erfectio11, '"e 111ust refer tl1e reader 
to l\1r. '"'esle)1's excelle11t treatise 011 tl1at subject," a11d ''The subject 
of a11tino111ianis111 }1as bee11 so full)' 11andled l))' tl1at great 'vriter, fr. 
1•Ietcl1er, tl1at \Ve 11eed i1ot ,e11large u11 it, 'vl1e11 it l1as })ee11 so con1
pletel)1 considered by l1i111." '"' itJ1 tl1e re1110\1al of tl1e section 011 edu
cation i11 i 80 I tl1ey 1110\1ed up to ))eco1ne sectio11s 3 a11d 4, a11d i11 i 804 

'''ere pro111oted to tl1e 11ead of Cl1apter 3, 'vl1icl1 ''1as lin1ited to doctri11e 
a11d Jiturgy. 

Agai11 co11trar)' to Bisl1op Tigert's state111e11t,8 tl1is 111atte1· '''as still 
i·etain,ed i11 the Discij;li11e of i 808, 'vl1e11 al111ost j)l e11ar)1 JJ0,\1ers '''ere 
secured (or Ge11era] Co11fere11ces, sul)ject onl)' to a l1a11dful of re
strictive rules. Tl1e first of t11ese ran: ''T11e Ge11eral Co11fere11ce shall 
i1ot re\1oke, alter, or cl1a11ge ou1· a1·ticles of i·eligio11, 11or establish an)' 

6. Tigert, op. cit., p. 146. Their place and 1nanncr of appca1ance 'a1 ied g:rea tI), ho\v
ever, so that omission and error ca.n readily be understood. 1 n the 1785 A1inutes the 
doctrinal sections appear '''ithout any titles, the discussion of antinon1ianis1n forrning 
the questions and ans,,·ers of tl1e t'''o closing sections, So and 81, ,,•hile the staten1ent on 
perfection forn1s the lengthy closing paragra1>h of the ans'''er to quc tion 73 (see Tigert, 
OJ>. cit., pp. 585-6, 600-2). Jn 1787 their order '''as reversed, "Against Antinornianism" 
forming section 16 and "On Perfection" section 22, as noted abo\e. This remained true 
until 1790, '''hen each was elevated one ste1>, to slip back once more in 1791 through 
the insertion of a ne\v section on Band Societies. 

7. See above, p. 158. 
8. Tigert, op. cit., p. 146. 
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new standards or rules of doctrine contrary to our present existing and 
established standards of doctrine." 9 This well-meant attempt to pet
rify the theological status quo left a heritage of uncertainty. 

THE DOCTRINAL STANDARDS: THEIR NATURE AND IDENTITY 

For one thing, the Articles appear by this time to have gained cen
tral importance, so that they alone must not be revoked or altered, 
whereas the other unspecified doctrinal standards must not receive 
contradictory additions.10 Is the subtle ambiguity in wording deliber
ate-as we suspect-or merely careless? Surely it was not the intention 
of the drafting committee to imply that the Articles were in fact the 
only standards, with the mention of "our present and existing and 
established standards of doctrine'' merely a legal device to cover all 
possible contingencies, 'vith nothing concrete in mind? If not, what 
are these ''existing and established standards'' of Methodist doctrine 
which, like the laws of the l\1edes and the Persians, may not be al
tered? They are apparently like the common law, taken for granted 
by all, yet capable of accurate and complete definition by no one, and 
never summarized in any authoritative document. 

At the present time the candidate for full connection in the United 
Methodist ministry undergoes an examination modeled on that given 
by John Wesley to his preachers. Questions 8-1o of the nineteen asked 
on this occasion run thus: 

(8) Have you 	studied the doctrines of The United Methodist 
Church? 

(g) 	 After full examination do you believe that our doctrines are 
in harmony with the Holy Scriptures? 

(10) Will you preach and maintain them? 11 

Similarly the British Methodist minister is challenged every year of 
his ministry with this question, asked at the May Synod: ''Does he 
believe and preach our doctrines?'' This sounds exemplary, but it 
does not answer the question, ''What are these doctrines which we 
must believe and preach?'' 

The accepted practice of the ~Iethodist Church was to treat the 

g. M. E. Church, Journals of Gen. Conf., I, 82-3, 89; cf. Tigert, op. cit., pp. 304-14. 
10. The United Methodist Church, The Book of Discipline, 1972, pp. 21 (16, Article 

1), 43-4. 
11. Discipline, 1972, p. 157 (334). 
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Articles of Relig·ion as ''ot1r doctrines," tl1ot1gl1 'vitl1 a \'ague suspicion 

that so111etl1ing additional ''ras im1)lied, or ought to be in1plied. \i\1ith 
tl1e forn1atio11 of tl1e U11ited ~fetl1oclist Cl1t1rcl1 in 1968 a Theological 
StLid)r Co111111ission 011 Doctri11e and Doctri11al Sta11dards "\\1as ap

poi11ted to clarif)' tl1e sitL1ation, a11d (if it see1ned desirable) to prepare 

''a cor1te1n1)(Jrar)1 for111ulatio11 of doct1·ine ancl })elief, i11 supple

n1en ta tion to all a11 tececle11 t forr11 u1a tio11s." 12 Tl1eir report "\Vas 1)r,e

se11ted to tl1e I 97 2 Ge11eral Co11fere11ce, ''1i tl1 tl1e rest1l ts 11otecl })elo'v. 
Tl1e !\1Ietl1odist Cl1urcl1 i11 Britain 11as conti1111ed to n1ai11tai11 a radi

call )1 differe11t ai)proacl1, refL1si11g to 1nake a credal staten1e11t, taking 

ge11eral ortl1odox)' of Cl1ristian belief for gra11ted, a11d regardi11g "our 
doct1·i11es'' as tl1,lt so1netl1i11g else i1111)lied 1Jt1t 11ot stated i11 Ai11erican 

~Iethodis111. \\1l1at is tl1is ''so1netl1i11g else," tl1e11? Perl1aps a closer 

look a.t tl1e 1)rese11t positio11 i11 Britisl1 ~1etl1odis111, cli11gi11g so 111ucl1 
111ore te11aciot1Sl)r to a11cie11t traditio11s, 1vill enable us to \1isualize 

i11ore clearl)' tl1e doctri11a1 standards of our :\fetl1odist forefatl1ers i11 
this countr)r, sta11dards bequeatl1ed to us, ii1deed forced upo11 us, by 

the first restricti\1e rule of the 1808 Ge11eral Co11fere11ce, and 10)1ally 

accepted lJ)' tl1e U11iti11g· Co11fere11ces of 1939 and 1968.13 

1""11e doctri11al sta11dards of Britisl1 l\1et11odis111 aJ·e set out i11 tl1e 
l)eed of U11io11 adopted by tl1e t11ree t111iti11g cl1u1·cl1es i11 1932, a11d 

t111like e\1erytl1i11g else i11 tl1at deed inay 11e\rer be altered b)' tl1e Con

ference, tl1ot1gl1 tl1e Confere11ce is tl1e fi11al autl1ority in tl1eir i11ter1)re

tation. T11is is i11ucl1 the san1e as tl1e 1)ositio11 of tl1e Ge11eral Co11fer
e11ce ii1 tl1e Ur1itecl States of A111erica. Yet in t11is British l)eed of 
Union tl1e doctrines are 11e\1er listed 11or defi11ed, 110 1nore tha11 tl1ey 

'vere in all)' <)f \\T,esley's legislatio11-tl1ougl1 l1e se\1eral times l1ad the 
ad\1ice of ca1)a ble la\V)'ers. l"'l1e)1 are co11cer11ed 'vi tl1 tl1e SJ)iri t ra tl1er 

tha11 'vitl1 tl1e letter of tl1e la''? of God. It is taken for gra11ted tl1at tl1e 
Britisl1 l\1Ietl1odist preacl1er acc,ei)tS "tl1e fu11dan1e11tal 1)ri11ciples of tl1e 
11istoric creeds a11d of tl1e J)rotesta11t Reforn1atio11," ai1cl J1e is expected 

to e1111)l1asize es1)ecially "tl1e doctri11es of the e\'a11gelical faitl1 ... 
l)ased U})Ol1 tl1e Divi11e re\1elatio11 recorded i11 tl1e I Iol)r Scri1Jtures." 
Tl1ougl1 tl1ese are 11e\1er strict])' defined, tl1ey al·e illust1·ated, i11 \i\Tes
ley's 1nan11er, and fro111 \ \Tesley's ''rriti11gs: "Tl1ese e\1angelical doc

12. l~he United !\1ethodist Church, The Book of Discipline, 1968, f>p. 455-6 (1419). 
13. Ibid., pp. 35-6, ,.,.11ich n1ake it clear that althougl1 the restricti\e rule of 1808 is 

thus continued through 1968 the \'Veslcyan standards are to lJe i11teriJreted as "11egative 
limits of public teaching'' rather than "the positi\e prescription of an inflexible S)Stem 
of doctrine." 
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trines to which the preachers of the Methodist Church both ministers 
and laymen are pledged are contained in Wesley's Notes on the New 
Testament and the first four volumes of his sermons." The Model 
Deed of the British Methodist Church stipulates that no doctrines con
ttary to these standards may be preached i11 any Methodist church. 
The significance of this lack of precision is thus spelled out in the 
Deed of Union: ''The Notes on tlze New Testament and the Forty
Four Sermons are not intended to impose a system of formal or specu
lative theology on l\lethodist Preachers, but to set up standards of 
preaching and belief which should secure loyalty to the fundamental 
ttuths of the Gospel of redemption, and secure the continued witness 
of the Church to tl1e realities of the Christian experience of salva
tion." 14 The voice is indeed Wesley's voice, though the words are 
those of his followers. For this was the principle on 'vhich he tried to 
ensure the loyalty of l\1ethodism to its evangelical calling, and these 
were the very documents which he legally established as exemplars of 
evangelical doctrine. 

Exactly this pattern lvas followed at first in American Methodism. 
Gradually, however, the Articles of Religion came to occupy a dis
tinctive place as a formal and specific doctrinal standard, and even
tually were regarded by many as the only genuine standard.15 As a 
statement of the theological emphases of Wesley and his American 
followers, however, the Articles are clearly defective, for where is 
Christian Perfection to be found? The Methodist Protestant Church 
tried to remedy this defect by a twenty-sixth Article on Sanctification, 
but although this has been printed in recent Disciplines its status has 
been left deliberately vague, though clearly it does not have the same 
authority as the original twenty-five. In addition, from 1968 onwards 
the omission has been rectified by the adoption also of the Confession 
of Faith of the Evangelical United Brethren, whose Article XI, ''Sanc
tification and Christian Perfection," is a careful and lengthy statement 
based solidly on Wesley's teaching.16 either in the Articles nor else
where in the Discipline, however, were Wesley's Notes and Sermons 
mentioned until the 1968 Discipline at last reintroduced them by 'vay 

14. Harold Spencer and Edwin Finch, The Constitutional Practice and Discipline of 
the Methodist Church, pp. 276-'], 285. 

15. Even the homespun evangelist Benjamin Abbott introduced an appeal for mem
bers by reading the Articles after preaching at a new place in 1792. (Benjamin Abbott, 
Experience, p. 204.) 

16. Discipline, 1968, pp. 43, 47, and 1972, pp. 60, 63-4. 
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of a refe1·e11ce to tl1e Britisl1 Deed of Union.17 E're11tually tl1e 1972 
DiscijJli11e, i11 ada1)tir1g tl1e re1)ort of tl1e "1... heological Stud)' Com111is
sio11 011 D,octri11e a11d J)octri11al Standards, i11serted a careful ,discus
sio11 of tl1e Notes a11d Se1·nio11s i11 a section 011 '''i\'esleyan Doctri11al 
Standards." 18 

The early 11egl ect of tl1ese t'vo ''sta11dards" does 11ot seem to 11a,,e 
been deli berate, l)tl t tl1e i·esul t of tl1e 11asty 1)re1)aratio11 of tl1e 1785 
DiscijJli11e f1·01n '''esle)1's la1·ge A1irz11tcs of 1780-tl1e refere11ce to 
tl1en1 'vas l)uried i11 a clause ii1 tl1e le11gtl1)' 1odel Deed, 'vl1ich '''as 
11ot re1)r,ocl11cecl.19 1"'l1is cla tise is fi11al ly i11cl uded i11 tl1e 197 2 Disci
jJli11e, 'vitl1 con1111e11ts 011 its i11ter1)retatio11, alo11g t11e sa111e li11es as 
the Britisl1 Deed of Unio11 quoted abo,1e, togetl1e1· 'vitl1 a11 e\1alt1ation 
of tl1is t111t1sl1al 111etl1od of secu1·i11g· doctri11al 01·tl1odox)': ''Tl1e ai111 
l1ere \\1as 11ot to i1111)ose ai1 i11flexil)le S)'Ste111 of doctri11e or to i11l1ibit 
res1)011sible intellectt1al freedo111, but ratl1er to })f0\1ide a broad a11d 
flexilJle f1·an1e,vork of doct1·i11e \Vl1icl1 'vould defi11e t11e outside li111its 
for pul)lic teacl1i11g i11 tl1e societi,es, i11 diSJ)Uted cases. T11ese sta11dards 
''

1ere 111ore flexible t11a11 all)' of tl1e classical creecls or co11fessio11s or 
articles, tl1ey ga\1e tl1e 1ethodists a 111easure of JJ1·otectio11 fT0111 doc
tri11al ecce11 t1~ici t)', a11cl tl1e)' ga\1 e 1\1etl1 od is t la )'t11e11 a 11e'v l·ol e i 11 t11e 
assess111e11 t of doctri11a l sta11da1·ds. 1'"'11is ])articular collegial formula 
for doctri11al guida11ce \Vas t111ique i11 Cl11·iste11do1n. Jt co111111itted tl1e 
l\1etl1odist i)eople to t11e 1Ji1Jlical re\1elatio11 as 1)ri111al)' '''itl1out 1)rO
)JOsing a literal st1111111ar)' <)f t11at re\relatio11 i11 at1)' si11gle j)TO])OSitio11al 
for111. It a11cl1ored 1etl1odist tl1eolog)' to a stable core, l)tlt al]o,,•ed it 
{-reedo111 of i110\'e1ne11t i11 tl1e furtl1er unfoldi11gs of l1istOT)'·" 20 Al
tl1ougl1 tl1 e state111e11 t 011 tl1e "l1istorical 1Jackgi.·ou11cl," i11cl udi11g tl1is 
clause a11d co1n111e11t, is not itself eitl1er ''1)art of tl1e Co11stitutio11 11or 
llnder tl1e llest1·icti\1e Rt1les,'' 21 it is of ke)' im1)orta11ce in defi11ing tl1e 
doctri11al sig11ifica11ce of tl1e ge11eral 1)l1rase i11 trt1st clauses for U11ited 
l\1etl1odist j)TOJ)Crt)', na1nel)1 tl1at tl1e pre1nises are ''J1eld in trust for 
tl1e U11ited 1etl1odist Cl1t1rcl1 ai1d st1bject to t11e J)T0\1isions of. its 
DiscijJlirie." 22 10,v at le11gtl1 '\Tesley is no lo11ger 1)rese11t U()Oll 1etl1

17. Ibid., Ig68, p. 36. 
18. Jbid., i972, pp. 40-3. 
19. 1~igcrt, op. cit., pp. 589-g 1. l ..his ~1odel Deed ,..,as ea1 lier used by American 

~fethodists, as in Ne,.., ) 'ork for John Street Chapel. and also for Old St. George's, Phila
delphia. (Sec above, p[>. 78. 87-8.) 

20. Discij1li11e, 19i2, p. 4 1. 

21. I bid., p. 39n. 
2 2. 1bid.• pp. 484-Q. 
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odist premises in concealment, a dusty skeleton in a dark cupboard. 

To visualize the early American situation fully we need to go back 

behind 1784 to 1773, to the first Methodist Conference held on Amer
ican soil. The preachers present agreed that ''the doctrine and disci
pline of the Methodists, as contained in the Minutes," should be the 
sole rule of their conduct.23 In thus accepting the Minutes, i.e., Wes
ley's Minutes, they knew that they were accepting the principle that 
the trust deeds of Methodist ''preaching-houses'' should contain a 
clause restricting those conducting worship therein from preaching 
any other doctrines than those ''contained in Mr. Wesley's Notes upon 
the New Testament, and four volumes of Sermons." This, indeed, was 
there for those who wished to see it in the deed for the ew York 
chapel.24 To make sure that all the preachers knew what this implied 
Wesley presented a three-volume set of the 1760 edition of his Ex
planatory Notes upon the New Testament to all those present at the 
1775 Conference, including the fourteen native preachers: William 
Duke's set, at least, has survived. 21 Their expected doctrinal loyalties 
were made slightly more specific in the challenging opening question 
of the 1781 Conference: ''What preachers are now determined ... to 
preach the old Methodist doctrine, and strictly enforce the discipline, 
as contained in the notes, sermons, and minutes published by Mr. 
Wesley?'' 28 This same pledge was demanded by the Conference of 

pril-May, 1784, as an essential prerequisite before any European 
preacher could be accepted into the American work.27 

Unfortunately the Minutes of the American Conferences during 
the eighteenth century are little more than statistical bones with only 
an occasional shred of historical flesh clinging to them, so that they 
do not enable us to reconstruct the body of the primitive church. It 
is to the Disciplines that we must tum for fuller infor111ation. Even 
here, however, we find the merest crumbs of theological leaven scat
tered in the disciplinary lump. The Christmas Conference of 1784 

15. Minutes (American, 1795), p. 5. 
14. Seaman, op. dt., p. 411. 
15. In the Methodist Publishing House Library, Nashville, Tennessee. Inscribed on 

the ftyleaf of each volume: ''William Duke/May 1oth-1775/ Mr. Wesley's Gift." Overleaf 
ia a note by the R.everend J. B. Hagany describing how he received the volumes from 
Duke, who informed him that "Mr. Wesley sent over a copy of his Notes to each of the 
preachen who c:ompoeed the Conference of 1775." It seems quite probable that Wesley 
allo preaented them with copies of his Sen1aons. 

16. Minutu (American, 1795), p. 41. 
17. Ibid., pp. 71-S· Cf. Wesley's 1785 charge to Asbury, quoted above, pp. 118-g. 

http:chapel.24
http:conduct.23


i 72 FROl\1 'l\TESLEY 1..0 ASBURY 

asserted t11e \'irtt1al iJ1(le1)ender1ce of A111e1·ica11 l\1et11odism, institt1 t
ing i11dige11ous episco1)al go,1er11111e11t a11d se,re1·al 1nodifications of 
\i\Tesle)''s original disci1Jli11e. But l1is t11eolog)' re111ained untoucl1ed, 
aln1ost u11111en tio11ed. A fe'\r i11cide11 tal scra})S of doct1·i11al teacl1ing 
V\1ere SJ)ecifically 11otecl, sucl1 as tl1e so111e,\rl1at i11adequate su1nn1ar}' in 
a IJrief section 011 j)astc)ra l duties of ''ot1r cloctri11e'' as ''1·epe11ta11ce 

t0\\1ard God, a11d faitl1 i11 ou1· I...ord Jesus Cl1rist." 28 111 ge11eral, 110\\1

e\rer, '\'esle)1's doctri11es see111 to l1a\1e bee11 regarded as al111ost in,1iola
able; tl1e 111ai11 tl1i11g \Vas to gi,,e close atte11tion to the discipli11e. 

Botl1 doctrine a11d disci j)li11e, 110,,,,e,,er, '\'ere \'Ul11erable. Tl1at t11is 
'vas realized 111ay be see11 fro1n tl1e \Vording of a cautio11 agai11st elab
01·ate lJl1ildi11g pl;111s for 11e'"' cl1a1)e)s, '\rl1icl1 111iglrt gi,1e ricl1 111en 
u11dL1e i11ftue11ce-"a11d tl1e11 fare,vell to the l\1etl1odist discipli11c, if 
not doctrine too." 29 011e i1111)orta11t 0111issio11 fJ·o111 tl1e i 785 Disciplirie, 
as \\re l1a\1e seen, 'vas tl1e stipulatio11alJout11a111i11g '''esle)1's /\lotes a11d 
Se1·n1011s i11 trust deeds as the l\1etl1odist doct1·i11al sta11dards, althougl1 
tl1erc survi\1ed se\rcral i11cide11tal refere11ccs to \i\Tesley's publications 
botl1 for tl1e preacl1ers' 0'\111 stt1dy a11d fo1· dis1)ersal a111ong tl1e peo
ple.30 To t11cse \Vas added i11 1787 a reco111111e11clatio11 t11at 'vl1en 
preacl1ers '\1 ere 11ot a\railable, as duri11g tl1e ses io11s of tl1e A1111ual 
Co11fere11ce, ''so111e 1)erso11 of ability ... i11 e\1ery societ)' sl1ould sing, 
p1·a)', and reacl 011e of 1\1r. 'i\Tesley's ser111011s." 31 1~01· a tin1e, l10,\1ever, 
tl1e 1\1etl1odist EjJisco1)al Cl1u1·cJ1 l1ad 110 explicit doctri11al guida11ce 
apart fro111 t11e tl11·ee doctri11a] sectio11s carried over fro111 tl1e i 780 
.i\1i11utes-''Of tl1e Rise of l\fetl1odis111," ''Agai11 t A11ti11on1ianis111," 
and ''Of Perfectio11." 

THE JJOCTRll·lAJ.. TJ{ACTS 1NCORJ>QRA1~ED '\711..11 1..JIE 
DISCJPJ...11\TI~, 1788-1808 

This deficie11C)' 'vas i11 }Jart re111edied l))' tl1e greatl)' e11larged fourth 
editio11 of tl1e DiscifJli11e, j)UlJlisl1ed i11 1788. The title page dre\\1 at
te11tio11 to ''so111e otl1er t1seful j)ieces a1111exed"-,,·l1icl1 i11 fact co111
p1·ised t\vo-tl1irds of tl1c \1olu111e. 1""11ese fi\1e "t1seful J)ieces" illustrated 
cl1aracteristic 1\1ethodist teaching f1·0111 tl1e '\'riti11gs of \i\1esle)'· Tl1e 
first additio11 \Vas n1ai11ly l1istorical a11d disci1)Ii11ar)' i11 functio11
T/ze Nature, Desig11, a11d Gerieral R11les of tlze U1iife(l Societies of tlze 


28. See Tigert, op. cit., J>. 54 2. 30. Jbid., J>p. 562, 570, 576, 585, 600. 
29. I bid., £>. 592. 31. Shcrn1an, OJ>. c.it., J>. 200. 
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Methodist Episcopal Church in America-an almost exact reprint of 
Wesleys' General Rules of 1743, though their signatures are replaced 
by ''Thomas Coke, Francis Asbury. May 28, 1787." 32 In 1789 this 
document was moved up into the general body of disciplinary regu
lations, and has remained there ever since, forming the subject of the 
fourth restrictive rule of the 1808 General Conference: ''They shall 
not revoke or change the General Rules of the United Society." 

The second tract appended in 1788 was ''The Articles of Religion, 
as received and taught in the Methodist Episcopal Church throughout 
the United States of America." Once again this was in substance John 
Wesley's work, his abridgment of the Thirty- ine Articles of the 
Church of England into the twenty-five appended to the Sunday Ser
vice of the Methodists. Once again this was incorporated into the gen
eral body of the Discipline, though not until 1790, along with other 
doctrinal tracts. Once again it was named as an inviolable part of the 
Methodist constitution by the restrictive rule of 1808. 

The third tract dealt with Cokesbury College, and does not here 
concern us. The fourth was The Scripture Doctrine of Predestination, 
Election, and Reprobation. By the Rev. John Wesley, M.A.33-an 
antidote against some of the dangers of Calvinism noted in the state
ment on the rise of Methodism. Like the Articles, this was incorpo
rated into the body of the Discipline in 1790, and was presumably part 
of the doctrinal standards set up in 1808 as inviolable. The same is 
true of the fifth tract. Once more it is Wesley, though Wesley in dis
guise. His original treatise had been entitled Serious Thoughts upon 
the Perseverance of the Saints,34 but his editors apparently found it 
necessary for American consumption to expound the word ''persever
ance'' and to expunge the word ''saints." The resultant title appeared 
as ''Serious Thoughts on the Infallible, Unconditional Perseverance 
of all that have once experienced Faith in Christ." (They nevertheless 
allowed the word ''saints'' to stand in the second paragraph, where 
Wesley defined the ter111.) 

To the 1789 Discipline a most important addition was made, aug
menting generously the tiny section on sanctification. This was no 

51. There was one major and important change in this document-the addition of 
a provision against slaveholding. See above, n. 42, p. 152. 

55. Actually it was not Wesley's own oomposition, but was extracted by him from 
The Ordn of Cawes, originally published in 1654 by Henry Haggar, and first appear
ing in Wesley's abridgment in 1741. See Baker, Union Catalogue, No. 17. 

54. Baker, Union Catalogue, o. 155; fint published in 1751. 
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other tl1an tl1at spiritual classic, A Plai1z Account of Cliristiari Perfec
tio12, lIS believed arid tauglit b)' tl1e Rev. 1\1r. Jolin J1'esle)>, froni the 
year I/25 to tl1e )'ear I765, 'vl1icl1 filled i1earl)1 11inct)7 pages.35 

Tl1e )1ear 1790 Sa"\\' a11 i1n1)orta11t cl1a11ge of j)Olic)1 All tl1e doctri11al• 

tracts 'vere i11clucled as 11 t1111 l)erecl sectio11s of tl1e official co11sti tu ti on, 
a11cl tc> signalize tl1e cl1a11ge a }Jarentl1etical JJl1rase ,,·as added to tl1e 
title, 'vl1icl1 tl1t1s })cca111e, A J-?,o·r111 of DiscijJlirie ... (11ow com.pre
lzer2di11g tlze PriricijJles a11d Doctri11es) of tl1e 1\1etl1odist Ej;iscoj;al 
Cliurc/2 in A1ne·rica. Once n1ore a11 additio11 ,.vas n1ade to tl1ese tracts, 
tl1ot1gl1 tl1is ti111e it 'vas 11ot fro111 tl1e 1)e11 of \\Tcsley. lt 'vas e11titled 
11 T ·reatise 011 tlze 1\Tat1L're arid S1ibjects of Cliristia11 Baj;tisni. Ex
t-racted f1·om a late Jlu.tl1o·r. ,..fl1is l1acl i11 fact 1Jee11 publis11ed i11 Pl1ila
del1Jl1ia t,v,o )'ears earlier b)1 i\1c)ses 11e111n1e11"\\1ay (1735-1811) as A 
Discourse or1 tJze r1atz.1.-re arLll st1bjects of Cliristiarl baj;tisrri. Joh11 
l)icki11s 1)ri11tecl about l1al£ t11e co11te11ts as a se1)arate ''rork of jl 
j)ages in 1790, a11d it see111s qt1ite })Ossible t.l1at tl1e 1)erusal of Dicki11s' 
extract led to its oflicial adoptirJr1 by 11is colleagues as a doctri11al 
standard i 11 tl1 is ins11flicic11 tly co\1ered area.36 

Tl1e DiscifJli1ie of i 791 co11ti11ued to 1)roclain1 itself as "con1pre
l1c11cli11g tl1e Pri11ci1)Ies a11d l)octri11es" of l\1etl1odis111, but addecl 
11c>tl1i11g ft11·tl1cr to tl1e doct1·i11al sectio11s. Ir1 1792 tl1e pa1·entl1etical 
sul)title bec~t111e a })art of tl1e 111ai11 title, a11d fro111 tl1at )rear to 1964 
tl1e ''olume re1nai11ed 1'/ze J)octri11es a.rzd DiscijJlirie of the <:l1urcl1
011 the title page at least. Tl1is sa111e Gc11eral Co11fere11ce of i 792 re
arra11ged tl1e 111aterial i11 its 11e\Vl)1 clesig11ated Doct1·i1ies rind Disci
jJlirie. r-l""l1e for111al state111e11t of cloctri11e i11 the ti;re11ty-fi,,c articles ''ras 
1)ru111oted to first place i11 Cl1a1)ter I, after tl1e descri1)tion of tl1e 
origi11 of t11e cl1urcJ1, i;vl1ile tl1e le11gtl1ier doctri11al co111111e11tar)1 cor1
tained i11 tl1e tracts '''as relegatecl to tl1e closi11g sectio11s of Cha1)ter III. 
A ft1rtl1er addi tio11 '"1as inade to tl1ese, i11 tl1e sl1a1)e of 'vl1at ''1 e 110,v 

35. Ibid., No. 238, first published in 1 j66. An early edition \vas ap1>arently used, for 
fro1n the fourth edition Oll\\'ards tl1e terminal date \Vas altered to 1777. In the 1789 
Discipline the added tracts \\'ere paginated se1>ara tely, but the signatures of the gather
ings shO\\' that the \\'Ork \Vas 1>rinted as a unit: see Union Catalogue, No. 425.ii(5), p. 216. 

3G. rl"'l1at tl1is \\'as added to the printer's COJ>)' at the last ininute, and presented soine 
kind of a problem (perhaps its late substitution for other 1natte1) is sho,,·n by the 
signatures of the gatherings. lJp to this 1>oint they a1e sig11ed A -J> 6, and 'Vesle} 's Plain 
Account ends on pp. 177-8, sig. Q. The title page to the 1·reatise is apparently Q2
the matc11ing cl1ainlines oonfirn1 the conjugac)-but the drop title to the Treatise on 
p. (181) not only varies fron1 the title i>age but begins a fresh gathering sigi1ed R, after 
v.•l1ich the book proceeds regularly R-\' 6, Z 2. 
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k110,\1 as tl1e Ritual, bt1t 'vl1icl1 ''1as tl1e11 described as ''Section X. 
Sacra111e11tal Ser\1 ices. &c." I.;-or so111e reaso11 ~t fe\\r COJ)ies a1)peared 
'\

1 itl1011t tl1e b11lky cloctri11al tracts, SC> tl1at ''1-.J1e ]~11cl" coul<1 lJe 
printed 011 p. 72, tl1ougl1 tl1e full 'vork co11tai11ed 264 1)ag·es. 

In t11eir })reface to tl1e i 792 DiscijJli11e Bisl1ops sbur)' a11d Coke 
differe11tiated lJet\vee11 tl1e t'vo }Jarts <Jf tl1eir cloctri11al standarcls, 
tl1ougl1 i11sisti11g 011 tl1e i111po1·ta11ce ,of ])otl1, i11 ''1l1at a111ou11ts to a 
recital of tl1e titles of tl1e 1"'racts: "'\1e '' 1 isl1 to see this little })t1lJlicatio11 
i11 tl1e 11ot1se of e\'Cr)' 1etl1odist, a11d tl1e 11101·e so as it co11tains our 
1)Ia11 of Colleg·iat.e a11d Cl1ristia11 edt1catio11, a11cl tl1e articles o( rel igio11 
111aintai11ed, 111ore 01· less, i11 part 01· i11 tl1e 'vl1ole, f)y e\rery refor111ecl 
cl1t1rcl1 i11 tl1e '''orld. '\' e '\'Ot1ld like,vise declare ot1r i·eal se11ti111e11ts 
011 tl1e scri1)tt1re doct1·i11e of electio11 a11cl re1)rC>batic>11; 011 t11e i11falli
ble, u11co11ditio11al 1)erse\rera11ce of all tl1at 37 e\1er l1a\1e belie,red, 01· 
e\1er sl1all; 011 tl1e doct1·i11e of CJ11·istia11 1)e1·fectio11 and, lastl)', on tl1e 
11ature a11d sul)jects of: Cl1ristia11 13a1)tis111." 1e\re1·tl1eless tl1ey '\7ere 
11ot 1)1·e1Ja1·ed to treat tl1is SllJJ})le111e11ta1·y 111atter as sac1·osa11ct. Earl)' 
in 1797 Asbu1·)' ,,'1·ote a1Jout a task a1)JJa1·e11tl)' e11t1·usted to J1i1n a11d 
Coke b)' t11e 1796 General Co11f:e1·e11ce: '''i\' e l1a\1e st1·uck out inail)" 
to us exce1)tio11al [i.e., exce1)tio11a })) e] })arts ,of tl1e tracts. ']"'l1ese 've 
did 11ot l1old as sacred as tl1e disci1)Ii11e, 'vl1icl1 've did 11ot alter a 
'''Ord." 38 I 11 fact, 110,\1 e\1er, tl1e bisl101)s' bark '\1a 'vo1·se tl1a11 t11eir l)i te. 
I-fo,ve\1er ' 'igorot1sl )' t11ey 'vielded t11e lJlue pe11cil tl1e J)Ublisl1ed 1·e
st1l ts i·e111ai11ed tl1e sa111e tl1rot1gl1 subseque11t editio11s, '\ritl1 tl1e 011 e 
exception tl1at He111111e11,va)1

' treatise 011 ba1)tis1n '"as 1·e1110,1ed fro111 
tl1e 1797 J)iscijJli11e. 

T11e 1798 editio11 'vas u11ic1t1e i11 fur11isl1i11g "ex1)la11ator}' notes'' l))' 
Coke ai1d As1JU1")', 'vl10 esti111ated tl1at t11e disci1)li11e }Jl"OJ)er OCCUJJied 
se,,e11t)1 1)ages a11d tl1eir 11otes 011e l1u11dred I)ages, so tl1at e\1e11 '''itl1 
tl1e 1·e1110\1al of I-Ie111111e11,Va)1's t1·eatise a11d tl1e 01·dinatio11 senrice 
fT0111 tl1e tracts tl1e resulta11t ' 'olu111 e l\TOltld co11tai11 tl1ree 111111drcd 
1)age . 39 111 tlie e\re11t, l10,,1e\1er, it '''as decided to 1)ublis}1 tl1e 11otes i11 

\'Cr}' till)' 1Jri11t, a11d to 0111it tl1e tracts fro1n at least t11is editio11, so tJ1at 
tl1e 1798 J)iscij;li11e turned out to l1a,re sligl1tl)1 fe,ver }Jages tl1a11 tl1at 
of 1797. 1ot e\1er)1011e 'vas l1a1)I)}1 alJot1t t11e cl1a11ges, a11d at tl1e Ge11
eral Co11ference of 1800 ''Brotl1er J. Stone1na111110\1ed tl1at tl1e expla11a

37. Altered to ··,v110" in 1798. 39. Ibid. 
38. Asbu1y1 ]our11al, 111, i59. 
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tor)' 11otes be left ot1t of tl1e next eclitio11 of tl1e for1n of Discipline, 
except tl1e i1otes u 1)011 tl1e articles of rel igio11." 40 After 1)011der
ing t11e 111atter f<1r a 'veek e11cl tl1e Confere11ce i·eacl1ed a co1npron1ise 
-tl1at tl1e J)iscijJli11e a11d tl1e i1otes sl1ould eacl1 be pri11ted sei)a.ratel)·, 
so that preacl1ers could l1ave tl1e J)iscifJline alo11e, or bot111d togetl1er 
'vitl1 the 11otes if tl1ey so 'visl1ecl. In t11e follo,vi11g ele\1e11t:I1 editio11 of 
tl1e Discij;l£ne (1So1) tl1e r1otes 'vere accordi11gl)' 0111itted a11d tl1e 
tracts restored, a11d so it re111ai11ed for t11e editio11s of 1804, 1805, ar1cl 
1808. Nor do tl1e 11otes ap1)ear to l1a\1e bee11 pri11ted se1)aratel;1

, in ac
corda11ce \\1itl1 tl1e Co11fere11ce resol t1tio11; the)' sin1ply disa1)peared 
'vitl1011 t l)eing 111issecl.41 

THE DOC1"RINAI... '"f'Rr1CTS SEPARATED F.ROl\1 THE DISCIPLINE 

A11otl1er 111ajor change 'vas orderecl b)1 tl1e General Confere11ce of 
1812, its 1nan11e1· a1)pare11tl)1 dictated lJ)' tl1e first 1·estricti\1e 1·ule of 
tl1e preceding Ge11eral Confere11ce of i 808. As \\1e l1a,·e see11, this 1·ule 
sougl1t to fix fo1· all time tl1e "1Jrese11t existi11g a11d establisl1ed sta11
dards of doctri11e." Tl1ese clearly i11cluded t11e articles, a11d appar

4 ,ently also-tl1ot1gh i1ot quite so clearl)7-tl1e doctrinal 1)1 i11ciples re
lati11g to "J\Totes and Se·rrrions, tl1e doctri11al sectio11s, a11d tl1e doctrinal 
tracts-possibl)' e\1e11 tl1e Jl.itt1al. All tl1ese l1ad bee11 incorporated in 
tl1e Discij;lir1e ~-tt tl1e ti111e of tl1e restricti\1e i·ule. T11e rnass of: <lay-to
day legislatio11, b0\\1e\1er, ,,,as })ec,0111i11g e111ba1·rassi11gly large. (If 011ly 
tl1ey cot1ld l1a\1e see11 t11e tigl1 tly 1)acked li tt] e J)iscijJlirie of a century 
and a l1alf later!) To co11ti11ue to })Ub]is}1 tl1ese le11gtl1)7 tracts i11 tl1e 
DiscijJlirze '''as difficl11t, to add to tl1e1n i1111)ractical)le, to do a'\\1ay 
''1itl1 tl1en1 l1e11cefo1·th illegal. 1....11e clelegates ,,1}10 111et during :\fa)' 1

22, 1812, e\1e11tually arrived at a i1eat solt1tio11 for tl1eir dile1111na, 011e 
foresl1aclo\ved a11cl })Ossibly s11ggested by tl1e treat111e11t of the })ishops' 
''explanatory 11otes." T11e)' 'vould J)Ubl isl1 tl1eir a.t1tl1ori ta ti ' 'e doctri11al 
co1n1ne11tary in a \10lt1111e sei)arate fro111 tl1ei1· doct1~inal creed. 011 the 
ver)' last da)r of tl1e j)TOtracted Co11ference Jesse Lee ino\1ed a11d Con
ference a1)pro\recl tl1is resolutio11: "1....11at tl1e tracts on doct1·i11e lJe left 
ot1t of tl1e ft1ture editio11[s] of our for111 of Discipli11e, and tl1at tl1e 

40. l\1. E. Church, Journals of Gen. Con/., I, 40, 43-4. 
41. Ezekiel Cooper had just taken over as editor and publisher upon tl1e death of 

John Dickins, but 11is n1anuscri1)t printing records for i 799-1804 reveal no such item. 
See Scherer, Cooper, pp. 116-17. 
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following tracts be printed and bound in a separate volume, viz.,: 
'Predestination Calmly Considered,' 'Scripture Doctrines on Election 
and Reprobation,' 'On Final Perseverance,' 'A Predestinarian and 
his Friend,' 'Christian Perfection,' and 'An Antinomian and his 
Friend.' '' 42 In effect it might be said that the Doctrines and Discipline 
was henceforth to be published in two volumes, Volume 1 dealing 
mainly with Discipline and Volume 2 with Doctrine. 

Bishop Tigert did not seem unduly surprised to discover (as he 
thought) that at least the latter half of this Conference direction had 
been overlooked for twenty years43-and the neglect of the 1800 Con
ference's injunction to publish the bishops' explanatory notes in a 
separate volume would lend some color to this belief. (Indeed I un
derstand that even in these enlightened and efficient days it is not 
unknown for a General Conference to pass resolutions which are im
mediately forgotten, even by their promoters.) In this particular in
stance, however, fairly prompt action was taken. The first thing was 
to issue the revised fifteenth edition of the Discipline without the 
tracts, and this was done that very year of 1812, followed up by a 
sixteenth edition in 1813. The unwary student tracing these volumes 
in a card catalogue, however, would hardly realize that extensive cuts 
had been made, for the volumes retained almost exactly the same num
ber of pages, by the simple expedients of reducing the size of the 
paper and increasing the size of the type. With these two diminished 
Disciplines under his belt the Conference printer, John C. Totten, 
turned to the supplementary volume, which one hopes was eagerly 
awaited. 

In 1814 there duly appeared the first edition of the ''Doctrinal 
Tracts," and subsequent editions continued to be given that designa
tion on their leather labels, though never on their title pages. The 
title remained constant (with minor variations in the second sentence) 
through at least fifteen editions covering the best part of a century: 
A Collection of Interesting Tracts, explaining several important 

points of Scripture Doctrine. Published by order of the General Con

ference." The preface pointed out that these tracts had been omitted 


.fl· M. E. Church, ]oumals of Gen. Conf., I, 111. 
45. Tigert, op. dt., pp. 145-8. 
44. I wish to record here my indebtedness to the librarians of the following Institu

tions, who made it possible for me to have access to their treasures, including the rare 
editions of the Colkction of lnter~sting Tracts noted, for which aee Balter, Union Cata
logue, No. 415.ii(16), pp. 11?-18: American Antiquarian Society (1814, 1817): Bangor 
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so that tl1e qt1adre1111ial issue of tl1e DiscijJli11e ''r11ight be s1nall and 
cl1ea1J''-a11 u11fortu11ate }Jl1rase 'vl1icl1 '''as an1'ended i11 1825 to ''111ight 
still be 'vitl1i11 tl1e reacl1 of e\rery reade1·." 

Tl1is \'Olun1e 'vas al111ost t'vice t11e size of its co1111Ja11ion Discij;li1ie, 
a11d co11tained 360 }Jages. Tl1e i·easo11 'vas t11at Jesse Lee's resolutio11 
l1ad bee11 follo,ved 11ot strictly bt1t ge11erousl)', e\'e11 to tl1e end of tl1e 
seco11d i11ile ai1d be)1011d. l 11 addi tio11 to tl1e original tl11·ee doctrinal 
t1·acts added b)' i 789, Lee l1ad requested a11d bee11 gi·a11ted t11ree i11ore 
of \\Tesley's sr11aller pt1blicatio11s (tl1e dialogt1e l)ct,vee11 a Predesti

naria11 a11d 11is f1·ie11d, a11d tl1e t'''O bet,vee11 a11 A11ti110111ia11 and his 
frie11d), and a11otl1er of l1is 111ajor '''orks, J)redesti11atio11 Calml)' Co11
siderecl.45 So 110,v tl1ere '''ere SC\'e11-01· 'vot1ld 11a\1e bee11 11ad 11ot tl1e 
nvo Anti1101nia11 tracts ])ee11 forgotte11, 01· deliberately on1itted. Al
read)' tl1ere '\1as 111atter 11ere for a ' 'oluine sligl1tl)1 larger tl1a11 t11e 

DiscijJli1ie. As if to ato11e for tl1e 0111issio11 'vitl1 a ''1ork of supereroga
tio11, 110 fe,ver tl:1a11 i1i11e othe1· ite111s ''1ere added, al111ost doubl i11g the 
size of tl1e ' 'olu111e. I... ike all tl1ose origi11all)1 i1;t111ed lJ)' Lee, six of 
tl1ese '''ere lJ)' 'i\'esle)', i11cludi11g l1is cont1~overted ser111on 011 F1·ee 
Grace, l1is satire 011 Toplad)1's }Jredesti11a1·ia11is111 entitled Tlie Co11se
q11ence Provecl, ~111d a JJi11cl1-l1itter for tl1e tract 011 a11ti11on1ia11is1n (a 
'''Ord careful!)' a\'Oided 'vitl1 the so1ne,vl1at f:a11ci£ul title A Blow at 
tlze Root, 01· CJ1.risl stabbed i?1 tlze Jiouse of Jzis frie11ds. 46 Tl1e 111ost 

co11sideralJle of tl1e 11011-\1\Tesle)1a11 ite111s '''as ''A Sl1ort ~1etl1od '''itl1 
tl1e BaJJtists, by Pete1~ Ed,vards, se,1eral }'ears Pasto1· of a Baptist 

Theological Sen1inary (1825); JJibrary of Congress (18 14, c. 1856-60 [Carlton and Por
ter], c. 1872-80 [Nelson and Phillips]); Depau\•.' UniYersit)' (1836, 1856, c. 1856-60 [Carlton 
and Porter)); ])re'" University (1814, 1817, 1831, 1836); J)ukc University (1814, 1817, 
i825); J~mory Unive1sity (1814, 1817, 1825); Garrett rol"'heological Sen1inary (1817, 1861); 
The f\1ethodist J>ublishing House, Nash,ille (1817, 1836, 1850, 1856, c. 1892 [Hunt and 
Eaton, etc.)); f\1ethodist 1"'11eological School in Ohio (1847); Soutl1ern 1ethodist Uni
ve1sity (1814, 1834, 1850, 1854); Syracuse University (1825); Xcnia-J>ittsburgl1 Theologi
cal Seminary ( 1847); \ 1a nderbilt Univcrsi ty ( 1814, 1850). J)r Ken11ctl1 E. Ro,vc kindly 
informs me of several ot11cr insitutions '"ho hold son1e of these editions, full details of 
'''hich \vill be publisl1ed in the forthcon1ing ?\1ethodist Union Catalog \\'hich he is 

•prc1>ar1ng. 
45. Baker, Union Catalogue, Nos. 24, 70-1, 155. 
46. Ibid., Nos. 11, 274, 212; the other items \\'ere Serious Co11siderations concerning 

the Doctrine of Election and /leprobat ion (No. 16), abridged f1om The Ruin and Re
covery of J\ifanhind, by Isaac '\7a tts; Serious Consideratio11s on Absolute Predestination 
(No. 22), abridged fro1n Robert Barclay's Apology; and Thoughts 012 the I111jJuted 
Righteousness of Christ (No. 211 ), an original ,,·ork b) '\7eslcy. There \\'ere also t\\'O non
\\7csle}an pieces, "A J>Jain Definition of Sa\ing Faith," and "lio''' the J)octrincs of the 
Gos1>cl come into the Succour of ~1orality/' t11e latter being dropi>ed after the i817 
edition. 
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Church, at Portsea, Hants.," which filled over thirty pages, and had 
originally appeared in England in 1793 as Candid Reasons for re
nouncing the principles of A ntipaedobaptism. (Possibly a change in 
title was indeed called for!) 

There must have been a reasonably good sale for this volume, be
cause an unaltered second edition appeared in 1817. Eight years later 
yet another edition was needed. This time there was a general revision. 
The Methodists were still seeking an antidote to the pernicious doc
trines and annoying success of the Baptists. Hemmenway's Discourse 
had been discarded. ow Edwards' Short Method was shed. Maybe 
Mr. Wesley could do as well; at least they would give him a try. And 
so the preface announced: ''In the present edition some new Tracts 
are added, and Mr. Wesley's short Treatise on Baptism is substituted in 
the place of the extract from Mr. Edwards on that subject." As always, 
the preface was unsigned, though it was dated '' ew-York, October 
5th, 1825." This volume was remarkable for the fact that each of the 
thirteen tracts was presented as a distinct entity, its pages numbered 
and its gatherings printed separately from its companions, though the 
gatherings were signed consecutively-with figures instead of with 
letters. Probably many of the items were in fact sold separately. This 
was certainly true of the last, Wesley's Plain Account of Christian Per
fection, which was described on the title page as ''Tract No. XXXVI 
of the ew-York Methodist Tract Society." Any surplus pages at the 
ends of the tracts were filled with appropriate (though little-known) 
poems by Charles Wesley, or with additional prose material. Even 
more was added to Wesley's Treatise on Baptism (which is in fact 
mainly the work of his father); this was supplemented by another 
tract, an extract from William Wall's History of Infant Baptism which 
Wesley had published in 1751 under the title of Thoughts on Infant 
Baptism,41 and by ''Remarks on Infant Baptism, by H. S. Boyd, Esq." 
-an English patristic scholar. 

The demand for these doctrinal tracts continued, and in 1831 this 
same collection appeared in consolidated form, the gapfilling Charles 
Wesley hymns omitted, and the other material printed consecutively 
on 388 pages. Strangely enough even the 1825 preface is reproduced 
exactly as in the original, complete with the earlier date and the state
ment that ''two editions have been published and sold''-a statement 
which now contained the truth, but not the whole truth. 

47. Ibid., Nos. 191.vi, 149. 
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Tl1e follo,vi11g )'ear tl1e lasti11g 11eed for sucl1 a coll ectio11 '\1as recog
nized b)1 tl1e pro\1isio11 of a stereoty}Jed ,edi tio11. Tl1is follo,ved tl1e 
so1ne,vl1at co11de11sed 1)atter11 of i 831, still i11ore co1111Jressed i11to 378 
j)ages. Tl1e editor deser\1es a l1ea1·t)' pat 011 tl1e l)ack for at last 1·estoring 
tl1e origi11al title of \i\Tesle)1's Serious Tl1ouglits ujJon tlie }Jersevera.11ce 
of tlze Sairits. Tl1e JJreface \vas al111ost u11cl1a11ged except for the 1·e
\\1ri ti11g of t\\TO se11tences, 011e a lJou t tl1e t'vo for111er editions, tl1e otl1er 
about "se\1eral 11e'v tracts" (a JJl1rase 1·e1)Iaced lJ)' ''so111e lle'v tracts") 
a11d tl1e alteratio11 of tl1e date to ''Ne\\1-)' ork, Jul)' 5, 1832." Indeed 

tl1is cl1a11ge of date is t11e 0111)1 e\1ide11ce '"e so fa1· JJOssess tl1at a11 i 832 
editio11 'vas i11fact1Jublisl1ed, 110 cop)' of tl1e \1olu111e itself l1a,1i11g been 
disco\rered. This }Jreface appears i11 a 1·epri11t, JJresu1nabl)1 f1-01n tl1e 

stereot)'JJes, afte1· <:1 title pag,e dated i 834. COJJies a1·e also k110\\111 dated 
i 836, i 84 7, 18 50, 18 54, 1856, a11d one u11dated. 

111 1861 tl1e ' 'ol u111e "\\1as 011ce n1ore re\1ised, a11d t11e i1e'v preface 
closed so111e\\1l1at 'O}Jti111isticall)1 : "\i\Te 1101Je tl1e circulatio11 of tl1e book 
'vill be exte11ded u11til tl1e errors it so al)ly eXJJlodes sl1all be full)' 
1Ja11isl1ed £1·0111 tl1e Cl1t1rcl1. 1""'11e Publisl1ers. 1 le'v York, Ja11uary 1, 
1861." T11is i·e,1isio11 i11cluded a caustic defense of \\Tesley agai11st an 
attack l)y a Presl))1teria11 'vl10 11ad bee11 111isled by a 1nisp1·i11t and l1is 
o\v11 ig11ora11ce. Tl1e 111ai11 al teratio11, 110,ve\1er, '"as 011ce more i11 tJ1e 
area of i11fa11t 1Ja})tisn1. E\1e11 l\1r. \\Tesle)' l1ad not ,,·011 the da)', and 
11e i11 11is tl1r11 'vas dis111issed for an. ano11y1nous 111oder11 'vriter, ap
1)arentl)' a l\1et11odist, 'vl10 cited not 011ly a lilJeral Cal\1i11ist like Dr. 
1..eo11ard \i\Toods of: A11do\1er, lJtlt also lo11g-discarded Peter Ed,,rards. 
T11ere '''ere at least t\VO 1·e1Jri11ts of tl1is re\1ised edition, 011e i11 tl1e 
i 87o's a11d ai1otl1er a])out 1892. 

THE DISAJ>J>EARJ\ tCE OF THE DOCTJ?.11\TAL TRACTS 

111 tl1e fac,e of at least fiftee11 edit:io11s of tl1e Collectior1 of lnterest
i11g T1·acts it is so111e\All1at a111azi11g tl1at Bisl101) Tigert, 'vriting his 
Co11stitiitio11al H ist.or)1 of A n1ericari l~fJiscopal l\1'etl1odisni in i 894, 
l1ad ne\rer see11 a copy, and i11 l1is re\1ised issue of I 904 expressed sur
prise at i11eeti11g '''itl1 e\ren one editio11. Tl1is co11tai11ed tl1e 1832 pref
ace, fro111 'vhic11 11e i11correctl)1 deduced tl1at tl1e lJook agents l1ad 
'\

1aited t\,ve11t)' years to can·y out the Co11fere11ce i11junctio11-a so111e
'4-1l1at excessi\1e delay e\1en in tl1ose t1ne11ligl1tened da)'S. He decided 
to SllPJJly tl1e supJ)Osed lack of early i11itiative b)' l1in1self reissuing tl1e 
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original tracts in two small volumes of what he could then describe 
as the ''well known series of 'Little Books on Doctrine,' '' entitling 
the volumes, The Doctrines of the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
A.meTica. This was published in 1902.41 

Methodism constantly needs Bishop Tigerts to reawaken us to our 
he1itage. Our own generation seems at length to have realized that 
the methods of Methodism are far from being her only glory, that the 
Discipline may have more affinities with Leviticus than with Luke, 
and that the real secret of an effective Methodism is spiritual and 
theological. It is indeed a healthy sign that under the leadership of 
Dr. Albert C. Outler we have been summoned once more to study our 
evangelical foundations, so much taken for granted (until questions 
of church union force them upon our attention) that they have too 
often been neglected. As this has been done we have surely realized 
that John Wesley's gospel as well as his creed, not only in its spirit 
but even in its literary expression, long remained and apparently still 
remains an intcg1al though frequently overlooked element in the 
''present existing and established standards of doctrine'' which form 
an essential legal element in the constitution of the United Methodist 
Church. True, at first glance ''present existing'' might seem to refer 
to 1971, or 1968, or pouibly 19s9. In fact, however, these are the more 
recent succeuors in an unbroken line of exact quotations, all General 
Conferences having vowed to maintain the ''present existing'' stan
dards of their predeceuors, and thus in effect having vowed to main
tain the doctrinal standards existing in 1808. or does any change 
seem likely in the foreseeable future. The report of the Theological 

tudy Commiuion on Docttine and Doctrinal Standards presented by 

Dr. Outler to the Gene1al Conference of 1971 pointed out that ''de

pite continued and quite variegated theological development, there 


41. TIN Dodrina of Ila• M•llaodill E~l Church in America, as contained in 
,,,. DUdlJlina of s1itl Claurt:la fron• l'Jll to zlol, and so designated on theif' Title-,_,.,. 
C..,,ilM •••d ..UW witla .,. laistone.l introduction '1y ]no. ]. Tignt, D.D., LL.D., 1 
WJll, anc1nnad: Jenninp and Pye, 1go1. Tigert doea not print the complete c:ontentl 
of tbe 1814 dKbln•J tracta, boweta, but only the four which had appeared by 1791, 
111e•her wida tbe two brief lediom ..On Christian Perfection" and ..Apimt Anti
am1+ian•w11." The four p1VEecnted wmprile not only The Scripture Doctrine of P-re
.ia1111•1ion- .ll«:lao11, Mt4 Reprobction, S.1ious Thouihl$ upon the Pe1Ww1we of the 
l1kll, •ncl ~ PWa ~cmunl of Clarislia Pftj«:laon, all by Welley, but•'"' Hemmen
_,., .,_.. •nd ""'i«U of Clarilli• lllllJlilrn, even though thia waa chopped fJom 
die 1717 DUd,,,_•, ...ct oner 1VE1tored. 10 that it could hardly have been induded in 
die ..,.... m••• •ncl e1•ab1•1hed •ndanla of doctrine" &efeated to by the reatric
dce JUie of 1W. • tbe oth c11 mtely were. 
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has been no significant project in for111al cloctrinal re-for1nulation i11 
~Iethodisn1 since i 808." 49 Tl1e Comn1issio11, 110,ve\1,er, st1ggested nei
tl1er re1)eal nor re\risio11, nor reformulatio11, f)ecat1se ot1r doctri11al 
standarcls mt1st not })e regarded as inflexible legal i11strt1111ents, but as 
a preciot1s ancl ins1)iri11g l1eirloom, a 11eritage to })e interpreted and 
rei11terpreted in tl1e ligl1t of Scripture, traditio11, expe1·ie11ce, and rea
so11, so as to be kept co11 tint1ot1Sl)1 rele\1ant to curre11t 11eeds and op
J)Ort11nities. To tl1is tl1e General Co11ference agreecl. 50 111 this 11eritage 
've sl1ot1lcl ii1clude, not 011ly \\1esle)1's Serrrior1s a11d I1is Expla11ator)' 
J\Totes 11jJ011 tlze l'lew Testa1r1e11t, b11t tl1ose other 'vritings of l1is i11
cor1)oratecl i11 tl1e ''Doctri11al Tract~," 11ot onl)1 })ecause a strong legal 
case could be made tl1at tl1esc ir1deed formecl a part ,of tl1e ''present 
existing ... standarcls" i1a111ecl i11 tl1e first re ~ tricti,,e rule of 1808, but 
beca11se tl1ey 'vere si11gled ot1t h)' our forefatl1ers as i1nportant illus
trations of tl1e essential s1)irit11al and theological l1eritage of l\Ietl1od
ism. In tl1eor)' at least l\lfetl1odist tl1eolog)' dicl not cha11ge its eigh
teenth-century oil la1111)s for gasligl1t in tl1e 1nid-11ineteenth ce11tur)', 
nor for electricity i11 the t1\1e11tietl1. Like tl1e Ol)7Illpic rur1n,ers, tl1rougl1 
the quadren11ia it l1as 11a11cled 011 tl1e torcl1 ki11dled at Jo1111 \Vesle)1's 
'varr11ed l1eart ancl tl1eolog·)r of sal\ration. 1or i1eed tl1is cause us an)' 
impatie11ce or distress. ~Ietl1ods i11ay cl1a11ge, i11te1·1)retatio11s n1a)' ' 'af)', 
lJ11t tl1e 1nessage of God's eter11al sa\1 i11g lo\re in ~Jesus Christ is tl1e 
same }resterda)', toe.la)', and fore\1er. 

49. 1~he United ~fethodist Churcl1, "The Theological Study Commission on Doctrine 
and Doctrinal Standards: A Report to the General Conference, April, 1972," p. 7; cf. 
Discipline, 1972 1 p. 44. 

50. "The 1"heological Study Commission ... ," pp. 13, 27-38; d. Discipline, r972, 
pp. 48-g, 75-82. 

http:agreecl.50


ll. A~1IERICA1T 1\1I ETHODI i\1I: 

AND £1TDS 


"Tl1e ti111e 11as co111e," tl1e \\Tal1·t1s said, 
''1""'o talk of i11a11)1 tl1i11gs; 

Of sl1oes-a11d sl1i1)s-a11d seali11g-,vax
Of cabbages-a11d ki11g 

nd 'vl1)1 tl1e sea is l)oili11g l1ot
1\11d 'vl1ctl1er j)igs l1a\ ' C ,,vi11gs." 

So ''rrote Le,vis Ca1·roll i11 A lice tlirougJz tlie J_ookirig Glass. It is 
the best exa1111)Ie 1 k110\\T of co111})i11i11g thi11gs that 11a\'e 110 logical 
co1111ection. i1d I 1nust ad111it at tl1e outset tl1at tl1at is ,,,}1at I })la11
in tl1e title, at 311)' i·ate. 1 a111 not j)la)1i11g fair \vitl1 tl1e E11glisl1 lan
guage, no1· \\1ith )'Ou, u11til I 11a\1e i11ade tl1is co11fessio11. I~or I use 
''begin11i11g'' i11 tl1e di111e11sio11 of ti111e, a11d "end'' i11 tl1e di1ne11sio11 of 
pur1)ose. 1 do 11ot i11tend to descril)e 1101\1 J\.1nerica11 letl1odis111 })egan 
and tl1en to 1)ropl1eS)' 'vl1e11 a11d 110\\1 it inust su1·el)' e11d. I 1va11t to look 
at its begi1111ings £1·0111 tl1e })Oi11t of ' 'ie'v of tl1eir e11ds i·at11er tl1a11 of 
their e11di11gs. Pur1)ose is 111ore i1111)orta11t tl1a11 ])O\ver, a11d 1nea11ing 
inore sig11ifica11t tl1a11 1no11C)1 Tl1rougl1 t\\TO ce11turies Ifetl1odis1n l1as• 

certai11l)' g1:01v11 l)igger a11d ric11er. Has it gro,v11 })etter? Has it ful
filled its origi11al puri)oses, e\·e11 tl1ougl1 tra11sfor111ecl to 111eet tl1e 11eeds 
of cl1a11gi11g generations? So1neti111es ''Te becon1e so obsessed b)' size 
tl1at ''1 e lose all a1)1)reciatio11 of sl1a1)e a11d colo1·. I. 1)erso11all)1 '\10t1ld 
rather co11template a da11delio11 tl1a11 tl1e l)igge t as1)idist1·a i11 tl1e 
\\TOr}d. 

111 conte1111Jlati11g early A1ne1·ica11 ~fetl1odis111, I ai11 tra\reli11g i11 Dl)' 

ti111e 111acl1i11e ,,Va)' f)ack l)C)'011d its birtl1 to its co11ce1)tio11. 1""'11e ])ice11
ten11ial of 1etl1odis1n's birtl1 as a societ)' ''1as celebrated ' 4litl1 son1e 
SJ)le11do1· i11 1966, a11d i11 1984 '\1e sl1all surel)1 co111111e111orate its co111
ing of age i11 tl1e for1natio11 of tl1e f etl1odist l~1)isco1)al Cl1urcl1. 1...l1e 
co11ceptio11 occt1rred i11 i 736, 'vl1e11 t\\T(J A11glica11 1)riests, 'vedded to 
n1otl1e1· cl1urcl1, set t1p l1ouse ' 4.rit11 11er on 1ne1·ica11 soil, a11d bega11 

Delivered in su1nmary before the i 'orth \ 7irginia lcthodist 1-listorical Society, J\farch 30, 
1967; first published in P.1ethodist History. \ 71, No. 3 ( 1)ril, 1968), 3- 15, but 110\V greatly 
expanded. 



18i! FROl\I \ ·\7ESLEY 1"0 ASBUR\1 

raising a SJ)i1·itt1al fa1nily under tl1e 1nost puzzli11g as 'vell as tr}1ing 
circt1n1stances, some of \Vhicl1 've ha,,e alread}' stt1died. I pla11 to re
capitulate a fe,v as1Jects of tl1is first begi1111i11g of ~1etl1odism as a 
1110\1en1ent u11cler tl1e \ \Tesle)1S, briefly to note 110,~1 these particular 
features de\1elo1)ed clt1ri11g tl1e second a11d t11ird begi1111ings as an or
ga11ized societ)' a11c1 as a cl1u1·cl1, a11d tl1e11 to add t11e b1·iefest of co111
me11ts about ot1r prese11t position. 

The "begin11ings'' 'vhich I sl1all suggest as being among the more 
important ''e11ds" of early ~fetl1odis111 are tl1ese: piety, evangelis111, 
'var1nl1eartecl ,v,orsl1i1)-\Vitl1 a special en11)l1asis upon spi1·itual so11g
Ch1~istian fello,vsl1i p, discipl i11e, la)1 leadersl1ip, a.nd con11nt111ity ser

PIETI1 

l"'l1e first cl1aracteristic of the brancl of religion that J01111 and 
Cl1arles \Vesle)1 bro11gl1t to Georgia 'vas jJiet)>. Tl1is is 11ot a '''ord that 
lVe tise 111ucl1 110,vada)'S, i10 n1ore tha11 \Ve do t11e other possible title 
for tl1is sectio11-l1oli11ess. ])otl1 see111 to i1111)l )' tl1at 've are better t11a11 
otl1er peOJJle lJeca11se of our 0\\1n efforts-a11d \1er)1 1)1·oud of it: 

Little .Jack \\Tesle)1 

Sat ir1 tl1e ''es try 
l ..ooki11g for pie in tl1e sk)1

; 

He put i 11 l1 is t11 u111lJ 
1\11d })t1lled ot1t a plum, 

AI1d said, '''i\Tl1at a good boy a1n II'' 

It is trt1e, of cot1rse, tl1at \i\Tesle)1 does tell us about l1is self-i11flicted 
spiritual cliscipline; but l1e cloes it i11 i10 SJ)i1·it of self-rigl1teousness. 
At t'ven ty-t,vo l1e l1ad been ordai11ed a clerg)1tna11 of tl1e 1Cl1urcl1 of 
E11gla11d, ai1cl l1ad si11cerel)1 dedicated l1i1nself to God, 11ot 0111)' i11 
his ot1t,vard actio11s, l)ut i11 l1is i11,\rard 111oti\res. At thirt)1-011e, ,v}1e11 
11e offered l1i1nself to Georgia, 11e ''ras e\1e11 1no1·e de\10ut. Listen to his 
o'v11 critical appraisal of h i111self, ''1ri tte11 tl1ree )'ears later: ''I dil ige11 t
1 )' stro\1e against all sin. I 0111itted 110 S<1rt of self-de11ial \vl1icl1 I tl1ougl1t 
Ja,,1ful; I carefull)' lised, botl1 i11 pulJlic a11d i11 J)ri\rate, all the n1ea11s 
of grace at all OJ)j)Ortt111ities. I on1itted i10 occasio11 of doi11g good; I 
for tl1at reason suffered e\ril. And all tl1is I k11e,\1 to lJe 11othi11g, unless 
as it '\'as directed to,,1ard in,vard 11oli11ess. Accordingl)1 tl1is, tl1e in1age 
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of God, '·vas ''1l1at J ain1ed at i11 all, by doi11g l1is \vill, 11ot 111)' O\V11." 1 

Not ma11y of tis cot1ld i11 l1011est)' ecl10 sucl1 ii1tense ,,·ords ..Jo1111 
v\Tesle)' 111ea11t bt1si11ess 'vl1e11 l1e ca111e to Georgia, a11d tl1at busi11ess 
'vas to e11courag·e tl1e }Jurst1i t of l1oli11ess. It 'vas 11ot a })OfJUlar goal 
for t11e buS)' a11d often i11aterialistic colo11ists, 111ost of '\1l101n l1ad left 
debts bel1ir1d tl1e111 i11 E11g·Ia11cl, a11cl \Vere 110,v sc1·a1Jing c.t ba1·e li\1i11g 
b)' arduous labours, 'vl1ile tl1reate11ecl f))' aggressio11 £1·0111 tl1e Fre11cl1 
a11d tl1e S1)a11isl1 alike. He 111et '''itl1 occasional e11courage111e11t, 110,\1

ever, es1)eciall)1 at tl1e deatl1bed of He11r)' I~ascelles, to 'vl10111 l1e surely 
allt1ded 'vl1e11 11e spoke of a dyi11g }Jarisl1io11er \Vl10 exl1orted l1is 
f1·ie11ds, ''Tl1ink of l1eave11, talk of 11ea\1e11; all tl1e ti111e is lost \vl1e11 
'\

1e are i1ot thi11ki11g of l1eave11." 2 

Eve11 after "\Vesle)' l·ealizecl tl1at SJ)iritttal 1)eace does i1ot co111e as a11 
auton1atic b)'l)1·odt1ct of tl1e 1)ursuit of 11oli11ess, but £1·0111 a l1u111f)le 
acce1Jta11ce of God's free a11d t111deser\red lo,·e as re,·ealed i11 Jesus 
Cl1rist, l1e still l·eft1sed to dell)' tl1e 11eed for })iety. I11deed l1e elevated 
it into 011e of tl1e l1all111arks of 11et11odist tl1eology a11d de\rotio11, a11d 
co11sta11tl)1 urged 1)1·eacl1e1·s a11d 1)eo1)Ie alike to seek l1oli11ess. It is 
1)erl1a1)s sigi1ifica11t tl1at tl1e n1erica11 l\1etl1odist societies s1)1·a11g Uf) 

u11der the ir1flue11ce of I3ritisl1 ei11igra11ts i11 tl1e 176o's, i11 tl1e \'C l")' 
decade ,,1}1en tl1at l1oli11ess or Cl1ristia11 1)e1·fectio11 \Vl1icl1 '\Tesle)' l1ad 
stressed fro1n t11e })egi1111i11g ''ras de,1elo1)i11g i11to a co11tro\1ersial bat
tle cry i11 Britai11, leadi11g 111a11)' to e "t1·e111es, })ut lea,ri11g 11011e i11dif
f:ere11t. Ca1Jtai11 Tl10111as \i\Te})lJ 1nade tl1is tl1e i11ai11 cl1alle11ge of 11is 
110111es1Ju11 but stra11gel)1 1110\1i11g ser111011s. 111 re,,r York l1e urged 
u po11 l1is 11earers tl1at j t1stifica tio11 }))' faith ''1as 11ot e11ougl1, 11ot C\'Cll 
£01· tl1e a1)ostles: ")'ou 111ust ))e sa11ctifiecl. But )'OU are 11ot. You a1·e 
0111)' Cl1ristia11s i11 })art. You l1a\1e 11ot recei\1ed tl1e 11ol)' Gl1ost. I k110\\T 
it. I ca11 feel )'Our SJ)i1·its l1a11gi11g alJout 111e like so 111ucl1 deacl fles11." 8 

Tl1e si11cerit)' of sucl1 }Jreacl1i11g ofte11 11it tl1e targ·et 111issed b)' 111ore 
eloque11t ser111011s. Jose1)l1 l)il111ore ,,,rote of "\i\Tebb: ''I-Iis 1)reacl1i11g, 
tl1ougl1 i11co1·rect a11d irregt1la1·, is atte11ded 'vit11 '' 011derful })O\\'Cr." 4 

T11e later A1ne1·ica11 iti11era11ts co11ti11ued to sot111d tl1e sa111e 11ote. 

1. '\resley, journal, I, 468. 
2 . Ibid., I, 225-6, 234, ,,·here ' '\'esley calls hirn "JJassel"; serrnon "On l...ovc," Jr01·hs, 

\'I l, 492-g, e 1>ec. 499, preached J'eb. 20, i 737-not 1736. nor ~la1 ch 7, 1736, as clain1ed 
in Journal, I, i76-? . l;-101n Coulter and Sa)e, l~ist of Early Settlers in Georgia, p. 29, 
"Lassel" rnust be 1-Ienr} Lascclles, son of the surgeon of the same nan1e \vho carne O\ er 
at the sarne tin1e as the 'r\7esle)S, and t11ough resident i11 Savannah, died in 1~1ederica. 

3. John Fletcher J:iurst, The JJislOT)' of A1ethodis1n, III, i252. 

4. J>iln1ore, ]our11al, p. 30. 
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' '\'illian1 Dt1ke exclain1ed in tl1e 1)ri\rac)1 of 11is jot1r11al: ''O n1ay I al
~'a)'S 'valk 1101)1 1'' a11cl ''O tl1at I l1acl 1nore gos1)el simplicit)1 and sin
cerit)1I" 5 Freel)orn Ga1·rettson belie\recl Christia11 perfection to be 
attai11able i11 tl1is life, a11d tl1erefore "co11te11cled for it" ''botl1 in pt1b
lic (lncl }Jri\ra te," tl1ough l1e l1i1nself felt so t111"\\1ortl1)' tl1at he al1nost 

"cleclined preacl1ing so pt1re a gospel till tl1e l1eart corrt1ptions "\vl1ich 
[he] felt \Vere 'vasl1ed a\\ra)'." He belie\1ed that lie k11e\V so1ne ,v}10 
\\1ere i11deed 1)erfect i11 ]o,1e, ancl e\'e11 tl1at l1e l1i111self n1ight possibly 
be, tl1ot1gl1 tl1is l1e 11e\rer 1)rofessed pt1blicl)1 6 

• 

'"I"'l1ose 1)rese11t at tl1e Cl1rist111as Conference i11 1784, therefore, 
fot111cl no cliffict1l l)' in acce1)ting one of the regulations passed O\'er 
fron1 v\Tesle)''s large 1\1iriutes of 1780 into tl1e first An1erica11 Disci
plir1e: "St1·011gl)' a11d CXJJlicitl)' ex11ort all belie\'ers to 'go on to per
fectio11.' '' 7 :\or ,,,as tl1ere a11)'tl1i11g 111ore t11an 1ni11or ' 'erl)al cha11ge 
in tl1e openi11g state111ent about "Gocl's clesig11 i11 raising lIJJ tl1e 
1)reacl1ers called '~1Iethodists,' '' i1a1nel)' "to refor1n the co11ti11e11t, and 
t(J s1)read scri1)tt1ral 11oli11ess O\'er tl1ese la11ds." 8 

A ce11tt1r)1 later the ~1etl1odists, botl1 in I~ritain a11d A1nerica, be
ca1ne too res1)ectable for l1oli11ess, es1)ecially "\Vl1e11 it 'vas O\'eren1pl1a
sized a11cl u11derillt1stratecl 1J)1 fa11atics. Jt is goocl to k110'\v tl1at after 
tl1e })assage of still a11otl1er centur)7 l\Ietl1<Jdist theologia11s are once 
more ex1)Iori11g tl1e im1Jorta11t trL1tl1s 1111'derlined i11 \\Tesle)1's teacl1
i11g 011 Cl1ristia11 1)erfectio11. So 111uch for our tl1i11ki11g. Bt1t ,,r}1at 
abo11 tour Cl1ristia11 li,ri11g? De> \\'C 11ot still })lace too 1nu,cl1 i1111)orta11ce 

011 res1)ectalJili ty, ratl1er tl1an 011 \\1arm J)iet)'? Let us remen1ber tl1at 
J)iet)' does 11ot 111ea11 a 1)articular set of SLt})j)Osedly religious actions, 
})ut li,res co1111)letel)' i11tegrated ''ritl1 God's p11r1)oses, or (as \t\Tesley 
once describecl it), "lo\1i11g Goel "\·vitl1 all our l1earts, a11d senring l1i1n 
'''itl1 all ot1r strengtl1." 9 111 t11at se11se ot1r l\1etl1odist forefathers-even 
~Jol111 \\Tesle)' lJef<>re l1is 11eart \Vas stra11gel)1 \\

1ar1ned-can fur11ish llS 

''
1itl1 1Jotl1 a 111essage a11d a cl1alle11ge. 

5. \\1illiam l)uke, l\fS journal, July 3, Aug. i5, 1775; cf. Sept. 5, 1775-"l t is no hurt 
to n1y soul 'vhen I 1noderatc it by intervals of l1umble prayer." 

6. Bangs, Garrettson, })}). 67-8; cf. Garrettson, Experience, 1)p. 72-81. 
7. Tigert, OJ'· cit., p. 585; cf. p. 579, ,..,here "Are you 'going on to perfection?'" 'vas 

one of the questions asked of those proposed as })Teachers. \\1esley reinforced this in his 
pri\ ate letters, such as one of Feb. 1, i 775, to Samuel Bardsley, "\'\Therever you are, ve
hemently exhort tl1e believers to 'go ou to l'erfection.'" (l .etters, \ 11, i 37.) 

8. Tigert, OJ). cit., p. 535· 
g. \\'csley, J...etters, I I I, i 68. 
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E\'A 1GELIS1\1 

Fro111 tl1e l)egin11i11gs of i\fetl1odis1n i11 A111erica, also-e,1e11 u11der 
tl1e \i\Tesle)'S-tl1e 1110\1e111ent stoocl fc>r eva11gelis111. \\TJ1ate\rer tl1eir O'\r11 
perso11a I defects, both brotl1ers 'vere ge11t1i11 el)' 111 issio11a1·)1-111 i11 cled. 
\\Te t1st1all)' en11)l1asize one l1alf c>11l}1 of .Jol111's self-criticis111 a he re
tur11ed to E11gla11d: ''I 've11t to ;\111erica to co11vert tl1e I11dia11s; l>tlt, 
0, 'vl10 sl1all co11\1ert i11e?" 10 \\Te gatl1er tl1at \i\Tesle)' 'vas 11ot co11\1erted, 
but slide 0\1er tl1e fact tl1at l1e \vas 11e\1ertl1eless si11cerel)' a11xiot1s to 
co11\1ert tl1e l11dia11s. He 'vas doi11g \vl1at I l1a\1e bee11 doi11g-t1si11g tl1e 
sa111e 'vord i11 t\\'O differe11t se11ses. lie l1ad alread)' co1111)letel)' dedi
cated l1is life to God, a11d tl1us ex1)erie11ced at least tl1e 111easure of 
SJ)iritual peace tl1at co111es fro1n 1Jei11g a trt1e ser\ra11t 0£ God. It \vas to 
tl1is dedicated C11ristia11 life tl1at 11e 1Jelie\1ed 11i111self called to i11tro
duce t11e 111dia11s, just as l1e 11ad urged it UJ)011 l1is careless co1111)a11io11s 
at Oxford, 'vl1ere l1e '"1as J·cgarded as a ])iot1s lJtlS)'bod)', overzealous i11 
his e\ra11gelis111. Tl1is 1nissio11ary zeal I1e cl1aracterized tl1t1s: "l ad
\1ised otl1ers to lJe religious accordi11g tcJ t11at scl1er11e of relig·io11 l))' 

'vl1icl1 I 111odelled n1y 0"\\111 life." 11 E\1e11tuall)' tl1e l\1ora\1ia11s sl10,,1ed 
l1i111 ''a more excelle11t 'Va)'·" 12 10 \\T l1e ''1isl1ed to beco111e a so12 of , 
God i·atl1er tl1an a se1-ua11 t. 0011 l1e 11ad a ri,cl1er gosi)e] to 1)reacl1, a11d 
in1111easurabl)1 greater spiritual resot1rces \\1itl1 \\1l1icl1 to dri\1e l1is 111es
sage l10111e. Alread)1 l1e l1ad l)ee11 1)reacl1i11g t11e gos1)el as lie k11e'v it 
for te11 )'ea1·s. 10 \\1, '"'i tl1 a ne'v di111e11 io11 to l1is gos1)e], a11d 'vi tl1 
l1eart stra11gely ,,·a1·111ed, l1e beca111e a11 e\ra11gelist \\1itl1 S()iritual })O\\'er. 

13)' tl1at ti111e \i\Tesle)' 11ad rett1r11ed fro111 Georgia to Engla11d, a11d 
l1is place 11ad 1Jee11 take11 l>)' l1is Oxf<>rd j)UJ)il arid clisci1)Ie George 
\i\TJ1itefield, \Vf1 ,o \\1as far 111ore t11e t)'J)ic~1l e\ra11gelist, a11d 1)roclai111ed 
tl1e gos1Jel i11 A111erica \\1itl1 far 11101·e olJ\1iot1s st1ccess t11a11 \\Tesle)'· I-le 
11ot 0111)1 ke1)t ali\1e t11e inissio11a1·)1 e11tl1usias111 of tl1c l\1et11odists 
'\

1l1icl1 11e l1ad lear11ed at Oxford, lJtlt i111111easurabl)1 broade11ed a11d 
stre11gtl ~11ed its apJJeal. E\1e11tuall)' 0111e at least of tl1ose 'vl10 fo1·111ed 
the Metl1odist societies of tl1e i 7Go's ack110\\1ledged t11at tl1eir s1)iritual 
i1n1Julses 11ad origi11ally co111e tl1rougl1 11i111, so tl1at tile)' l1ad falle11 
un.der '\7esle)1's i11flue11ce at seco11dl1a11d lo11g })efo1·e t11ey li11ked up 
\vitl1 a societ)' 0\\1ino- allegia11ce to l1i111. 

10. '\'csley, ]ournal. I, 418. 

ll. lbid.,J.467. 
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Botl1 t11e la)' J)ioneers of A111erica11 l\1et11odis1n in tl1e 176o's and the 
iti11era11t 1)reacl1ers se11t lJ)' '\7esley to co11solidate t11e societies 'vere 
zealous e\1a11gelists. ''\7l1e11 Jose1)l1 Pil1nore first sa,\1 N,orth Caroli11a, 
for i11sta11ce, l1e exclai111ed: ''O tl1at tl1e great l\1aster of tl1e \1ine)1ard 
'vould raise Uj) a11d tl1rust out laborers u11to l1is field, such as \vill not 
l1old tl1ei r JJeace da)' i1or 11igl1 t, bt1t co11sta11tl)' ru11 to and fro, tl1at 
tl1e k110,\rledge of God i11a)' be i11creased, a11cl poor '''a11deri11g sin11ers 
l)rougl1t i11to tl1e fold of Cl1ristl" 13 1--11e re,,i,1al ''1as 1·egarded as tl1e 
natu1·al cli111ax of religiot1s acti\1ities. Altl1ougl1 l1e '''as critical ,of so111e 
as1)ects of tl1e \lirgi11ia re\1i\1al of i775- 6, Jesse I..Jee, 'vriti11g ir1 i810, 
tl1us e11ded se\1e11 pages of ra1Jtu1·ous d,esc1·iptio11: "I 11a\'e SJ)Oke11 large
1)' of tl1is I·e,,i,1al of: religio11; lJut 111)' }Je11 ca1111ot describe tl1e one 11alf 
of ,vJ1a t I sa''', l1eard, a11d felt. I 111igl1t '\'rite a ' 'Ol un1e 011 tl1is subject, 
a11d t11e11 lea\1e tl1e greater }Jart u11told." 14 

If atl)'011e \\'Ot1ld t·ead tl1e sag·a of rougl1J1e\\T11 A111erica11 ~1etl1odist 
eva11gelis111 l1e ca1111ot do 111 ucl1 lJetter tl1a11 tur11 t,o t11e autobiograpl1
ical ExjJe1·ie11ce a11d t.lie GosjJel I....aboi,rs of tlie Rev. Be11jarriir1 Jl bbott, 
first as a local i)reacl1er, fro111 i 775, t11e11 as a i·egular j tinera11t, f1·om 
1789 u11 til i 11 l1eal tl1 ca usecl 11 is retire111e11 t i11 1 795 a11d l1is deat11 a 
)'ear late1~. Abbott's autobiogra1)11)' clearl)' de111011strates 110,v a111011g 
tl1c 111ost success£ul '''ea}J011s of earl)' l\1etl1odist e\'a11gelis111 i11 A111erica 
tl1e }Jl"a)'er 1neeti11g a11d tl1e lo\'e-feast ra11ked '"itl1 testi111011ies and 
exl1ortations i11 1)reacl1i11g ser\1ices-1,·J1ere ' 'Ye 111t1st be lJor11 agai11" 
\Vas a t)'J)ical text. 15 So stro11g \Vas tl1e spiritual ex1Jectation, i11deed, 
tl1at ,,·atcl111igl1t ser\•ices i11 13alti111ore i11igl1t 1)rO\'C occasio11s for i1u
merous conversio11s,16 a11d a co111111t111io11 ser\1ice i11 1 Te'v Jersey 111igl1 t 
])e atte11cled \Vitl1 rc,,i,ra) 1)he110111e11a so rousing t11at co111111u11ica11ts 
co11ti11ued ''sl1outi11g JJraises to c;od a11d tl1e IJa111lJ" lor1g after tl1e 
exl1austed JJreache1· J1acl left.17 Al)l)ott '\'as i11 l1is forties \vl1e11 J1e "\Vas 
co11\1erted a11d ])ega11 preacl1i11g, so t11at otl1ers, i)reacl1ers a11d laity 
alike, SJ)Oke of l1i111 as "l•~atl1er AblJott." 18 ~1ost of tl1e JJreacl1ers, J10,v
e\1er, 'vere )'Ou11g. '"'illia111 J)uke entered tl1e iti11era11c)' at sixteen. 
Altl1ougl1 so111e of: tl1e111 faltered, or fou11d tl1at iti11era11C)' a11d 111ar

i 3. J>iJmore , journal, p. l 69. 

1 t· I .cc, Short l-listory. p. 59. 

15. Abbott, Experience, pp. 55-?, 66, 129, 162-s, etc. 
16. Phocbus, lJ'lzatcoat, p. So; G. P. 13akcr, 01>. cit., pp. 76--?; S\\'Cet, J?eligion on the 

Atncrican Frontier, l\1 , 79. 
i 7. Ahbott, ExjJerience. 1>. 249. 
i 8. l bid., J>f>. 80, 86, 252. 
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riage ,did 11ot 111ake a con1fortable mixture, 111a11)' 1)rO\'ed sucl1 u11tir
i11g e\1a11gelists tl1at tlle)' l)t1rr1ed tl1e111sel\'es 011t ,,vitl1i11 011e or t'vo 
decades.19 

I t is goocl to kno,,r tl1at i11 tl1ese 1)r,ese11t da)'S t11e SJ)irit of e\1a11gelis1n 
is still 011e of tl1e sig11s of a good l\1et11'odist, e\1e11 tl1ougl1 tl1at e\1a11ge
lis111 n1a)' assu111e-a11cl i11deecl sliould asst1111e- d:ifiere11t for111s to st1it 
a diffe1·e11t age. 1\le11 ai1d ,v,0111e11 still lo11g for \1icto1·y ,o,rer life's [)1·ob
len1s, a sense of })t1r1)ose i11 Ji,ri11g·; 011e of tl1ose 1)r,oblen1s is still tl1e 
e\1il i11 the l1eart of 1na11, a11d there re111ai11s 110 111ore i11 tegrati11g goal 
i11 life tl1a11 li,1i11g to tl1e glor)' o[ God. A11d if '\re I1a\re atl)' ex1)erie11ce 
of God l1elpi11g us to sol\1e our 1)roble1ns, aI1)' co11\1ictio11 of a God
gi\1e11 })tlr[)OSe, tl1e11 surely 've 11a.\1e good 11e,,vs to 1)roclai111-surely 've 
m11st be e\ra11gel ists. 

\'\7AR~1HEARl~El) \\TQllSIIIP 

.A11otl1er l1all111ark of earl)' l\1etl1odis111 i11 A111erica 'vas tl1e 1·,e,1olu
tio11 in ''1orsl1ip. ''' esle)1's Su11da)' 1)rogra111 i11 Sa\1a1111al1 i11\10l\1ed 011e 
sen1ice after a11otl1er, u11der j)eculiar clifl1ct1lties. For 011e tl1i11g 11'e '\1as 
l1ost as \vell as 111i11ister: u11til tl1e cl1urcl1 ''ras bt1il t (for 'vl1icl1 l1e 'vas 
raisi11g 111011e}r) all ser,rices \Vere 11eld i11 tl1e 1)arso11age. l\1ost ~ietl1-
odist 111i11isters toda)1 ,,·ould sl1udder at t11e 111ere t11ougl1t of l1is 111ul
tili11gual Su11da)1 acti,rities tl1erei11 £01· tl1e i111111igrants. Let 'Vesley 
tell 11is 0'\'11 story: ''Tl1e E11glisl1 se14 1ice lasted £1·0111 five to 11alf l1ou1·\ 

past six [A.r-.1., 0£ cou1·se; '\Tesley IJelie\red i11 earl)' i11or11i11g '\rorsl1i1)!]. 
Tl1e Italia11 (''1itl1 a fe,,1 \ Tat1dois) bega11 at 11i11e. T11e seco11d ser\rice 
for tl1e E11glisl1 (i11cludi11g· tl1e er111011 a11d tl1e I loly Co111111t111io11) 
co11tinued fro111 11alf: a11 11our [)ast te11 till about l1alf a11 l1ou1· i)ast 
t'\1el\1e. Tl1e Fre11cl1 se14 1ice IJega11 at 011e. (1 1.13. "ot 1nucl1 tir11e for\ J. 

lu11cl1!] J\t t\\10 I catec11ised tl1e cl1ildre11. About tl1ree 1Jega11 tl1e E11
glisl1 ser\1ice. After tl1is \\1as e11ded I joi11ed ''' itl1 as 111atl)' as Ill)' larg
est roo1n 'vould 110Id i11 readi11g, }Jra)'er, a11d si11gi11g p1·aise. A11d about 
six tl1e ser\1ice of. tl1e Ge1·111a11s l)ega11: at '''l1icl1 I ,,·as glad to be 1)rese11t, 
11ot as a teacl1er, }Jut as a lea1·11er." 20 

Se\1eral differe11t for111s of \Vorsl1i1) fot111d 11ote,,·orcl1)1 ex1)1·essio11 
duri11g '\Tesle)1's Georgia 111inist1·y. I-Iis st1·ess UJJOil sacra111e11tal olJ
ser\1a11ce, a11 i1n1)orta11t feature of Oxford 1etl1odis111, 'vas l1ere co11

19. Cf. 1..ce, Short Jiistory, pp. 335-40. 
20. \\fcsley, Concise Ecclesiastical Hist01)', 1\1, 174. 

http:decades.19
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tinuecl. But 'Vesle)' sought to impart a 'var1n, e\1angelical note into 
Hol)' Comn1unio11 b)' grafting hymns 011to tl1e old stock of the liturgy 
in the Book of Co1nn1on Pra)'er. Robert Stra"\\'lJridge si1nilarl)' trained 
his follo"\\'ers in tl1e Soutl1 to recei\1e the sacrame11t freq11entl y, even 
from lay 11ands-a trt1e follo,\1i11g of '\1eslej1' s S})iri t in the one respect, 
e\1e11 though in the otl1er a defiance of tl1e letter of the ecclesiastical 

1}a,\ It 'vas tl1e desire for tl1e Lord's Supper " 'l1icl1 al111ost led to a ma
• 

jor schis1n '\1 ithin tl1e An1erican ~11ethoclist societies,... i11 1779, \vl1en 
tl1e 1)reachers in \ Tirginia decided to for111 a presl))'tef)' and to ordain 
eacl1 otl1er; tl1ej1 '''ere "\\Titl1 difficult)' restrai11ed b)' Asl)Ur)', ,,1}10 pleaded 
patience pending an e\'entual ap1)eal £01' l1elp to \\TeslC)'.21 Thus '''ith 
tl1e l)irth of t11e l\1ethodist Episcopal Cl1 urcl1 tl1ere 'vas little fear that 
tl1e Lorcl's SUJ)per 'vould be slightecl, e\ren though tl1e 111ajority of 
America11 preachers i11sti11cti,1el )' so11gl1 t \ \T esl e;1' s e11ds ''' i tho11 t tl1e 
means of a litl1rgical obser\1a11ce, 1)referri11g a more extempore t)1pe 
of ser\1ice.22 Tl1is a pparen tl )' still l'e111ains tr11e at the grass-roots le\1el; 
in spite of tl1e cle\1elo1)i11g liturgical a ppreciatio11 an1011g lnany cl1t1rcl1 
leaclers, t11e a\rerage churcl1 111en1ber seen1s 111ore d1-a,\r11 to spontanei t)' 

and l1l11nan ''rarmtl1 tl1a11 to t11e delicate 1)atina of traditio11al langt1age 
and ceren1on)'· 

T'\1 0 of tl1e tl1ree distinctive for111s of Britisl1 l\fetl1odist ''1orship 
\ 4.rere transpla11ted i11 A111erica. It '\ras in Georgia tl1at \Vesle)' had first 
'vitnessed a ~fora\1ian lo,re-feast, anti this soon })ecame one of tl1e most 
mO\' i11g religious occasions in E11glish ~1etl1odis111, "\Vhe11 the shari11g 
of })read and '\rater fur11isl1ed tl1e l1ors-(l' oe11\rres for a solid n1eal of 
spirit11al testin1011y a11d song.23 Jose1)l1 Piln1ore first introducecl the 
lo\'e-feast to Pl1iladelphia l\Ietl1odists on l~riday, l\1arcl1 23, 1770, and 
to tl1ose of N e"\v '\' ork 011 S1111da)', ~fa)' 13, tl1at )'ear.24 I11 America the 
lO\'e-feast beca111e a 11or111al h igl1 l igl1t of the occasio11s "\vl1en ~1etl1odist 
preachers ancl la)' leaders gatl1ered togetl1er tro111 a \Vide area f.or tl1eir 
qt1arterly meetings-patter11ed UJ)OD tl1e quarterl)' 111eetings of E11
glisl1 circl1its, ''rhich 01-igi11atecl in 1748.25 Tl1e sometimes uproarious 

21. Garrettson, Experience, pp. 171-8; S\\'Cet, 1' irginia A1ethodisrn , pp. 79-86. 
22 . See above, 11o te 5, I)· i21 . 

23. l"rank Baker, J\1ethodisni and the I...ove-feast, pp. 9-31. 
24 . Pilmore, ]ou,-nal, pp. 40, 45. The "love,feast ticket" dated Oct. I , i769, noted by 

the editors on p . 53 does not invalidate J>ilmore 's statements about the priority of these 
sen•ices, for this \vas in fact a class-ticket. 

125. See 1-JAJ\1, I, 118-20. ' \Tilliam Duke's l\1S journal thus deso ·ibes one held on Tues
day, Aug. 2, i ii4 ="Preaching began at 5 o'clock. A pretty large congregation attended. 
After preaching business began. About i2 :30 the love-feast began, and in the evening 

http:ser\1ice.22
http:TeslC)'.21
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excitement of the love-feast was later taken over even more uproar
iously by the camp meeting, and gradually the love-feast pined away, 
except in a few centers such as ew York-where such gatherings in 
1818 celebrated both the last service in the old John Street Church 
and the first in the new21-and in the annual conferences, which took 
over some of the traditions as well as the functions of the circuit quar
terly meetings.17 

The second specifically Methodist form of worship imported to 
America was the watchnight. Again it was Pilmore who introduced 
this vigil of prayer and praise, fint in cw York. on ew Year's Eve, 
December 51, 1771.• or was it at first confined to ew Year's Eve, 
no more than were English watchnights, but was observed on any 
night when traveling was simplified by moonlight. Pilmore conducted 
the fint watchnight in Virginia, lasting from 8:00 P.M. until midnight, 
on Sunday, pril 25, 1775.• Like the love-feast, the watchnight often 
fo1med one of the more public features of the quarterly meetings, 
though it was not quite so inseparable from them as the love-feast 
itself.• 

The third characteristically Methodist fo1m of worship, the Cove
=:::=s--·ce, was a later development within English Methodism, was 

far less widespread, and no printed order for it was published until 

177g-even then it was not so much an order of worship as a massive 

chunk of devotional reading for the occasion, extracted from J oho 


esley's Christian Libf'ary. It does not seem to have been introduced 
into American Methodism by the early British preachers, and has 
been added to The Boole of Worship as recently as 1944. This order of 

orship is comparatively recent, as well as much more appropriate 
for y, and it is a common e11or to believe that we are in fact 

ing esley' own service, of which in fact only vestigial remnants 
survi e in the opening hymn and the abridged covenant itself. 11 

tbe watchnipL• Apin on Tuad•y, Dec. 5, 1775: .. Our quarterly meeting-in forenoon 
h•nc21 alMI a loft lcs·t, and • usual had a watchnight." 

18. See••n, op. dL, pp. 10S 4; d. Wakeley, Lost Chaptns, p. -t85. 
•7· or loft·fnl'I oaoducted en route to Qmference, and the reaulta of the love-feast 

at tbe 1790 0-1 l•lf, w Abbott. Bx~, pp. 161--s, 175-?· 
1L PDw-ace, ]ountll/,, pp. 70, 71; cf. p. 111 for the ..annual" watchnigbt in ew Y01l. 
ag. Ibid., p. 19f; d. pp. 107, 117, and bury, Journal, I, 7 . 
.,_ Tbe •a+ov•zg • ,.. when llic:bud Wbatcmt preached in the new church in 

...,,,,-ore cm y 94, 1781, ws· p1otably a quarterly meedng-it wu a Tum•y. See 
Albua 7, ]OH n·1, I, 511. See •'20 note af above. 

91. TIN .Bod of Wonlal#J, uhYille, Tenn., The Method•• Publleblng HOUie, 1gls, 
pp. al• L Thia Mrhiea flw1• tbe Britt• Boo.\ of Ofk•s, London, ethodlM Publlwhins 

http:meetings.17


SJ>JRITUAL SONG 

011e of 'i\lesle)1's 111ost i1111)orta11t \1entures i11 Georgia 'vas the in
troductio11 of 11y11111-si11gi11g })otl1 i11to tl1e regular j)Ublic ser\1ices and 
at I-Iol)1 Co1n1111111io11. l)t1ri11g }1is <;eorgia 111i11istry l1e 1)ublisl1ed 
1\1nerica's first l1)11n11lJook, largel)' i11 order to bri11g n1ore spo11tar1eity 
i11to '"'orsl1ip. 1-J ,e lo\1ecl tl1e 13ook of Psal1ns, tl1oug·l1 l1e 'vas 11ot \1ery 
fo11d of tl1e n1etrical 1)sal111s. Ster11l1old a11d Ho1)ki11s' \'ersio11 11e 1·e
garcled as tl1e di1·est dog·gerel, a11d al t11ot1gl1 l1e 11e\1er to Ill)' k110,\1l edge 
111e11tio11ed tl1e Ba)1 Psalrri Boo/{, 'vl1icl1 11ad sufficed • re'\1 E11gla11d for 
11earl)' a ce11tUT)', 11e ''Tould certai11l)1 not 11a\'e co11sidered it adeqL1ate 
for l1eartfelt spiritual so11g. 1-Ie 'vas 011e 'vitl1 '\7atts i11 ''1 isl1i11g to 
S])iritualize tl1e Psal111s, a11d to a1)pl)' t11e111 to tl1e situatio11 of l1is O'\'Jl 
da)', a11d l1e 'vas also 1)re1)ared to use 11)1n1ns of hu111a11 com1)ositio11 
i11 public 'vorsl1ip as a SUJ)j)le111e11t to tl1e Scri1)tu1·es. He 11ad lo11g bee11 
of tl1is 111i11d, and l1)111111-si11gi11g 'vas one of tl1e regt1lar de\1otio11al 
exercises of tl1e Oxforc1 1\1et1·1odists. 

\l\Tesle)1's f1·ie11dsl1ip '\1itl1 tl1e ~1Iora\1iar1s 011 boa1·d the Sin1mo11ds 
a11d i11 Georgia i11troduced l1i1n to tl1e great riches of Gern1an sacred 
so11g, a11d l1e bega11 to select tl1e 111ost spiritual ai1d to tra11slate t11e111 
i11to S)1n1pathetic E11glisl1 ' 'erse. T11ese l1e i11trodt1ced into l1is parisl1 
ser,rices i11 Sa\1a1111al1. Togetl1er 'vitl1 con11)ositions f1·on1 tl1e 1)e11 of 
Isaac '\' atts a11d otl1ers-se\1e11t)' in all-i11 i 737 11e l1ad tl1e111 ])rir1 ted 
at Cl1arlesto11, Soutl1 Caroli11a, as A Collectio11 of Psaln1s arid H)1m11s. 
T'\'O of the official co1111)lai11ts 111ade agai11st 11in1 l))' tl1e 1·uli11g clique 
i11 a\1a1111al1 co11cerned l1is e11tl1usiasn1 for 11)'I1111-si11gi11g and his use 
of tl1is book, even at tl1e l ....ord's Tal)]e: he '\1as cl1a1·ged 'vitl1 ''intro
dt1ci11g i11to the cl1urcl1 a11d ser\1ice at tl1e alta1· co1111)ositions of 1)sal111s 
and l1)111111s 11ot i11s1)ected 01· autl1orized b)' all)' i)rOJJCr judicature." 32 

1.,11is 'vas fa1· fro111 tl1e cold I-I igh Churcl1 ritualis111 of '\1l1icl1 'vitl1 so111e 
jt1stice '\'e accuse \!\Tesle)'· Tl1is 'vas 'varn1l1earted a11d ad\1e11turous 
l\1et11odis111, u11afraid to la)' clain1 to tl1e de\1otional aids of any '\'ing 
of tl1e cl1urcl1 u11i\1ersal, f1·0111 tl1e hy11111s of a Ro111a11 Catl1olic 1)riest, 
Joh11 Austi11, to those of a 1·a11k Disse11ter, Isaac '\7atts. I11clL1ded in 
tl1at JJio11eer 11)111111al '\'as a 11)'11111 b)' \ Vesle)''s o''r11 fa tl1er, "011 tl1e 

I-lo use, 1936, pp. 119-33, a drastic revision ,,·hicl1 itself depends 11eavily upon the , ..,ork 
of George J~. Robson , \vho prepared and pulJlished a senricc for local use alJout 1921. 
See l)avid Tripp, The J~e12ewal of the Covenant in the A1ethodist Tradilio 11 , J>p. 55-?8, 
104--']; cf. l!AJ\1, III, 562. 

32. \'\7cslcy, ]ourrzal, I, 385. 
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Crucifixion," supposedly found on a loose sheet after the fire at the 
Epworth rectory in 1709, and here published for the first time. There 
is stirring pathos in this hymn, which Wesley's American congrega
tions certainly sang at Communion: 

Behold the Saviour of Mankind, 
Nail'd to the shameful tree! 


How vast the love that him inclin'd 

To bleed and die for thee! 

This breathes more than pathos, however. Here is the gospel: behold 
the Saviour, who died for thee. One wonders whether even in Georgia 
this hymn was used for evangelism. It was certainly so used shortly 
after the Wesleys returned to England.83 

Evangelical hymnody was of late growth in America, mainly be
cause of the strong grip of the metrical psalms in the few places where 
religious music was cultivated at all, especially in ew England. The 
Great Awakening turned some attention to Watts, but Whitefield's 
own somewhat belated attempt to adapt the Wesleyan hymns had little 
effect in America.14 The Methodists of the 176o's, however, did pro
mote a singing faith as an adjunct of their evangelism. The first pub
lication of Robert Williams, the Irish lay preacher from whose 
saddlebags sprang the Methodist Book Concern, was Charles Wesley's 
Hymns for the Nativity of our Lord (1769), and this was followed in 
1770 by an edition of the Wesley's Hymns for those that have and 
those that seek Redemption, and in 1771 by a revised edition of John's 
Collection of Psalms and Hymns, as well as a fifteenth edition of what 
had become the major congregational hymnbook of Methodism
Hymns and Spiritual Songs intended for the use of real Christians of 
all Denominations. These three were all republished in 1773 and in 
1781, in each c.ase bound together in one volume.35 The 1784 Con
ferences exhorted the preachers to improve the standards of congre
gational singing ''by learning to sing true themselves, and keeping 

55. Baker and Williams, John Wesley's First Hymn-boolc, pp. 46-7, xxxii. In the 
1Ummer of 1731 Charles Wesley and John Bray, locked in a cell in Newgate prison with 
a group of aiminala awaiting execution the following morning, sang this hymn with 
them. Wesley aaya, ..It was one of the moet triumphant houn I have ever known"-and 
ID it proved for the penitent aiminals, who faced eternity with a living faith. (Charles 
Waley, Journal, I, 115.) 

M· Louis F. Ben10n, The English H1mn, pp. 161-8, 558-61. 
55· B•lter, Union Catalope, Noa. 50, 105, 165; cf. Ben10n, op. ciL, p. 181-he knew 

only the 1781 ~lume. 

http:volume.35
http:America.14
http:England.83
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close to 1\1r. \\1esle)''s tt111es ancl l1y11111s." 36 Stra11gely e11ot1gh \Vesley's 
fa1nous Collectio11 of 11)'111115 for tl1e U5e of tlie J:JeojJle called A1.eth

1odi5ls, '\1l1ich i11 1780 co1111)letel)' re1)laced tl1e H1111i11s a11d Spi,ritual 
So11gs, '\ras 11ot re1)ri11ted i11 A111e1·ica. l11stead a })irated and abridged 
\ 1e1·sio11 of tl1e Collectio11, })U })} isl1ed b)' a Britisl1 1\1 etl1odist of Y01·k, 
Robert S1)ence, a1)pearecl 011 tl1e A111erica11 sce11e as A Pocket 1-lyrrin 
Book: De5ig11ed as a Co11stant Co111jJa11io11 fo1· tlie J:Jious, first i11 1e''' 
York i11 1786, ai1d tl1e11 i11 a11 e\1er-i11creasi11g flood, '\1ith a ne'v edi
tio11 al1nost e\1er)' )1ear, a11d freque11tl)' t'vo editio11s per )'ear. Its 
na111e cl1a11ged i11 1803 to Tl1e J\IJetl1odi5t Pocket H11r1111 Book, it 'vas 
tl1e ancestor of all sulJsec1t1e11t official 1etl1odist l1)111111als, in spite of a 
\

1alia11t atte111pt 1))' Coke to pro111c)te tl1e Collectio11 of P5alrr15 and 
H )'111115 for tl1e Lo1·d)s J)a)' ap1)e11ded to tl1e Su12da)' Se1<Jice.37 

J....ike 1etl1odis111 i11 131·itai11, A1nerica11 1etl1odis1n 'vas clearl)' bor11 
i11 so11g, e\1en tl1ougl1 it began so111e,,1f1at sl uggisl1l )' a11d exl1ibi ted a 
t)1pical i11cl,e1)e11de11ce t>f a1)1)1·c.1acl1. British l\1et11odis111 as a ,vf1ole 1·e
111a i11ed i11 t1cl1 closer to \ \Tesley' s l1igl1 standards ,of co11grega tio11al 
si11gi11g, as ''1ell as to a 1nucl1 greater })ody of t11e '''esley h)'t11ns. 1""11e 
focal }JOi11t i11 111erica see1ns to l1a\'e sl1ifted fro111 co11gregatio11 to 
cl1oir. 1a11)1 of us 11a\1e })eco111e accusto111ed to 111uch n1ore deco1·ous 
\vorsl1ip tl1a11 ou1· great-gra11dpa1·e11ts k11e\v, a11d f1·eque11tly to lo\rely 
cl1oral s.i11gi11g. A11 ex1)atriate E11glisl1111a11, l1o'''e\rer, i11ay \1oice so1ne 
i1ostalgia for tl1ose fot1r 01· fi\'e co11gregatio11al 11y11111s i11 \vl1icl1 11e 
\\1ould joi11 at e\'Cr)' se1·,rice, for '\1l1icl1 tl1e i11ost tasteful!)' re11dered 
a11tl1e111s })rove a11 u11satisf)1i11g sul)stitute. Secu1·i11g a choir to si11g 
yoL1r j)1·aises to God, after all, is like inaki11g Jo,1e by re111ote co11trol, 
a11d l for 1011e 1Jelie,1e i11 }Jerso11al co11tact })otl1 i11 tl1e 1)l1ysical a11d in 
tl1e Sj)iritual i·eal111s. 

CHlllSTIAN FELL0,\7SHIP 

E\re11 111ore sig11ificant tl1a11 J)iet)', e\1a11gelis111, a11d 'var111l1earted 
\\

10rsl1i1J '\1as ai1otl1er elc111e11t j)la11ted i11 A111erica11 religion b)7 '"'esle)' 
-Cl1ristia11 fello,,1 sl1i1). I11deed, it is 1Jecat1se of tl1is ratl1er tl1a11 all)' 

t11i11g else tl1at ' 4le ca11 follo'v l1in1 i11 clai111i11g tl1at ge11ui11e l\1etl1odis111 
bega11 in 'Georgia i11 1736. 'i\'e l1a\1e see11 110,v ,vf1e11 l1e looked back 
0\1er tl1e )'ears in l1is Co11ci5e Ecclesiastical H islory l1e spoke of tl1ree 

36. Afinutes (A1ne1ican, i795), p. 71. 
37. l~akcr, Union Catalogue, Nos. 376, 378, PJ). 183-4; cf. Benson, op. cit., pp. 285-9. 

http:Se1<Jice.37
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''rises'' or experimental beginnings for Methodism. The first was in 

1729, the Holy Club, as an extension of whose activities the young 

missionaries came to America. ''The second,'' he continued, ''was at 

Savannah, in April, 17~6, when twenty or thirty persons met at my 

house," and the third in 17~8, when he and Peter Bohler fo11ned a 

religious society in London.11 This was not regular church worship, 

but something both additional and different-a meetin for spiritual 

fellowship jn a settinK of devout informality. It was this that constituted 

the rk of Wcsle 's Methodism. His disciple George Whitefield, 

though he believed in Christian fellowship, and founded an occa

sional religious society, even in Amcrica,11 saw his primary task as that 
of a preaching evangelist, and rarely took the immense pains necessary 
to give adequate spiritual oversight to his converts. The same tempta
tion was always present for Wesley's preachers, for shepherding so
cieties proved a more arduous and far less glamorous task than that 
of preaching, especially if one turned out to be a popular preacher.'° 

For Wesley Methodism was euentially neither a church, offering 
the full-orbed wonhip of Word and Sac1aments, nor an evangelistic 
mission, but a society of those who were saved and those who were 
1eeking to be saved, and who therefore needed spiritual intimacy in 

er to build each other up in the faith. This was not a religious duty 
• posed on everyone like public worship, but an additional oppor

b•nity only for those who realized their need for it. Wesley says of the 

fint ethodist society in America: ''I now advised the serious part of 

the congregation [only them!] to fo1m themselves into a sort of little 
society, and to meet once or twice a week, in order to instruct, exhort, 
and reprove one another. And out of these I selected a smaller number 
for a more intimate union with each other: in order to which I met 
them together at my house every unday in the afte1noon." This very 
••••all group was the ''band'' (though Wesley docs not use the tc1m), 
fmmcd on the basis of the oravian practice. Herc is another impor-

IL aiey, COllCW &daitlstieal H"""7, IV, 175: d. pp. 19 10 aboYe . 
.. Seea~pp.11 s. 
fD. Cf. PDe'Ole, Jo•» •I, p. 1Ss: "Afterwuda had two men to wait on me with an 

Imitation ID ao and prach the gmpe1 at Puquorant in orth Carolin1. Tbe longer 
I my In thcee pull tbe 11-ore I am dedred to preach, and haft. by far, tbe peatest 
mcam. Preqaent m.ap. ell pifWI preKhen may keep up the aplrlta of wme 
kinda of people, but ii nna IJlely to prcH'+ote the 1pirit of the a-pel w lnueae 
true ielipm. RNf I left orlolt when eome perm would baYe h1d me I ehoulcl have 
bmed DO Sodcty ekber thc1e GI' at Pol•e MM1th, ind now we baYe a podly ('OllhP'nJ 
la w:b plecz" 

http:Seea~pp.11
http:London.11
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tant featu1·e of later N1etl1odist practice first t1·ied out 011 A111erica11 
soil.41 

Tl1e intimate a11d searcl1i11g fello,vsl1i1J of tl1e ba11d 11e\1er full)' took 
on i11 An1erican ~1.etl1odis111, altl1ougl1 it 'vas ex1Jlai11ed in t11e Disci
pli12e, u1·ged b)' Coke ai1d Asbur)1

, 
42 a11d 111ai11tai11ed a st1·uggle for exis

tence i11 larger ce11ters sucl1 as Ne\\T York '''ell i11to tl1e 11i11etee11tl1 ce11
tu1·)1.43 1~11e sligl1tl)' 111ore ,eas)1goi11g f1·iendli11e s of tl1e class-111eeting 
p1·0,1ed n1ore co11ge11ial, as indeed it did i11 Britai11, '"'he1~e it had f)egun 
i11 1742 as a f))'product of a fu11d-1·aisi11g scl1eme. ~1e111be1·s of t11e class, 
pro1111)ted b)' tl1ei1· res1)ected leader, 'vould in tur11 speak of tl1ei1· 1·e
ligiol1s ex1)erie11ce, a11d 1·ecei,1e a suitalJle ''101~d of e11courage111e11t or 
ad\1ice.44 The E11glisl1 class-1neeti11g S)'Ste1n \\1as fully de\1eloped i11 tl1e 
early A1nerican societies. T\\10 regulatio11s 1nade at tl1e i 775 Co11£er
ence (tl1ougl1 11ot i·e1)rodt1ced i11 tl1e 1)ri11ted 1\1i?111tes) laid do,v11 t11at 
''e\1e11' i·ound ['\'as] to be supplied 'vitl1 tickets a11d class-1Jape1·s b)' tl1e 
ste,\1ard i11 Pl1iladel j)l1ia," a11d tl1at pa)'1ne11t for tl1ese 'vas to be ])rougl1t 
to tl1e Co11fere11ce }))' tl1e ;\ssista11ts.45 If ' 1\Tillia111 l)t1ke's journal ( i 774
6) is a11y guide, 110\ve\rer, la)' class-leaders '\1ere l1arder to find tha11 in 
E11gla11d, for it abou11ds 'vitl1 such refere11ces as tl1ese: ''To PJ1iladel
pl1ia, a11d at night i11 1neeti11g tl1e class 1 'vas \ 'Cl")' l1a l)P)'''; "I preacl1ed, 
and 1net tl1e little class''; ''1Jreacl1ed ai1d 1net class. 1~l1e11 to R. Tur11er's 
and n1et class''; "lve11t to Pe1111's Neck a11d 111et a class of seve11 or 

eigl1 t poor 1)eo1)le"; ''1)reacl1ed once, a11d 1net t'vo cl asses." 46 It 'vas i11 
\ 1isiti11g a class-1neeti11g tl1at Freebo1·11 Ga1·rettso11 found 11i111self 
'''arn1i11g to,vards tl1e 1etl1odists.47 Forn1ing ai1d 1neeti11g classes fre
que11 tly constituted the earliest 1)astoral acti\1ities of )'Ou11g 1)reacl1ers, 

41. \A/esley, Concise Ecclesiastical Flistory, J\T, i 70. There is some confusion here, 
for the Sunday afternoon ga thcring described on p. i 74 '\'as a1>parently for the '"hole 
society, 11ot for the band alone. Cf. p. 20 above for an independent description of tl1e 
sa1ne events. 

42. 1 "he 1785 Discipline contained a passage on bands brought over from the 1780 
large ~1inutes (see l~igert, op. cit., J>. 546), and to tl1e 1791 Discij1li11e '\'as added a oom
pletc section, "Of the Band Societies," containing the rules ,,·hich \'\7esley had dra\..'n 
up for thcn1 in 1738, together '"ith his directions of 1744; these '"ere on1ittcd fro1n the 
Discij1line in 1856 (see Shern1an, op. cit., pp. 139-40). The annotated Discipline of 1798 
included a lengthy CXf)lanation and con1n1cndation of bands by Coke and Asbury (pp. 
i51-3; cf. Shern1an, OJ). cit., pp. 448-50). 

43. Scan1an, op. cit., p. 482. 
44. Rupert Davies and Gordon Rupp, eds., A History of the J.1ethodist Church in 

Great JJ1ilai11, J, 222-3. 

45. Gatch, ~1S ininutes, 1775, p. 3; Duke, ?\1S n1inutes, 1775, p. 3. 
46. J)ukc, ?\1S journal, Sept. 4, Dec. 21, 1775; Jan. 6, i 3, Feb. 3, i 776. 
47. Garrettson, Experie11ce, J>p. 37-g. 

http:1etl1odists.47
http:ssista11ts.45
http:ad\1ice.44
http:tu1�)1.43
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as i11 tl1e case of Pl1ilip Gatcl1.48 111 tl1eir 11otes to tl1e i 798 Discipline 
Coke and Asbur)' SJ)Oke of class-1neetings as "the pillars of ot1r \~.rork," 

and "in a co11siderable degree ot1r t1ni\1ersities for tl1e 1ninistr)1." 
49 

References to classes, class-leaclers, class-1neetings, class-y)a1)ers, ,class
tickets, re111ai11ed frequent i11 1\fetl1oclist diaries l1r1til ,~,ell i11to tl1e 

ni11eteen th ce11tUf)'.50 

Here it see111s clear that \Ve 11a"\'e slipped £ro1n tl1e l1igl1 standards o( 
our forelJears-or at lea ~ t 11a\1e i11ade consideral)]e cl1a11ges i11 t11eir ex

pression. 1\f etl1odis111 1Joth in Britain a11d A111erica retai11s its st1·011g 
e1n1)l1asis tlj)OI1 social co11tacts, a11d seeks to create a f1·iendl)', "1101ney" 

at1nOSJ)l1ere in its cl1urcl1es. But tl1e ,class-1neeti11g 11as C<)111pletel)' dis
ap1)ea1·ed i11 A1ne1·ica, an(l a1111ost disa1)peared i11 E11gla11d; nor 11as its 

})lace bee11 fL1lly taken b)1 a1111thi11g else. Perl1~1ps tl1e nearest approacl1 
i11 Ameri,ca is tl1e adult St111day Scl1ool class, ,,v}1ere tl1e e1111)l1asis is 

llSt1all)' tlJ)On teacl1i11g a11d disct1ssion i·atl1er tl1a11 upo11 spiritt1al sl1ar
i11g. ~Ia)1be 've still ha\1e so111etl1i11g to lear11 about our l\[etl1odist l1eri
tage, and so1ne 11e\v ex1)eri111ents to i11ake in Cl1ristia11 fello\vsl1ip. 

DISCIPLINE 

Another fa111iliar feature of An1erica11 ~Ietl1odism '~'as i11trodt1ced 
1in Geo1·gia-discipline. E\1e1·)1bod)' k110,vs tl1at \\Tesle)r \Vas C0111pulsi\1e

ly addicted to rules. 011ly b)' spiritual (}isci1)line <:oulcl a i11a11 be kept 
i11 God's '·vays. Tl1e Holy Club l1ad ruJ ,es £01· its i11e111bers. 111 Sa\1a1111al1 
Jol111 \\7esley ke1)t a \1igila11t e)'e on tl1e i11orals of l1is 1)arisl1io11ers. J1"e 
e\re11 n1ade SJ)ecial rt1les £01· l1is O\v11 co11duct i11 Georgia, i11cludi11g l1is 
relations '\ritl1 So1)11)' Hopke)'·J Tl1'ese are inscribed i11 sl1ortl1a11d a11d 
ci1)l1er i11side tl1e C0\1er of 011e of his Sa\1a1111ah diaries. No. 3 reads: 
''Not to tol1ch eve11 l1er clothi11g l))' cl1oice: think not of 11er." 51 S1nall 

\\
7011der that Sopl1)' l1erself 'vas st1l)ject to disci1)line. 
E\1er)10ne i11 Sa\1a1111al1 k11e\\1 tl1a t their 111i11 ister 'vas rl1n11 i11g 11is 

parisl1 accordi11g to tl1e strict ti1ne-l1011ored regt1latio11s 11ot only of 
tl1e Cl1ur,cl1 of E11g·la11d but of tl1e ;\postolic Cl1urcl1, so far as tl1ose 
regulatio11s c,011ld be disco\1erecl. At tl1e ''eT)7 outset of his 1ninistryr 

48. l\1'Lean, Gatch, pp. 15-16. 
49. Discipline, 1798, p. i 48. 
50. See S\\'eet, Religiorz on the American Frontier, \ 1o1. I\1, index. Scaman, ]\Teu1 }1 ork 

A1ethodis11i, PJ). 464-6, gives details of the classes, their leaders, tl1eir times and places 
of meeting, in 1793 and 1802-there 'vere 27 classes in 1793, 45 in 1802. 

51. 1\15 diary, ~fay 1, 1736 to Feb. 11, 1737, Emory University, Atlanta, Georgia. 

http:ce11tUf)'.50
http:Gatcl1.48
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\Vesley l1ad publicl)' a11nounced 11is (lisci1)li11ar)' 1)ri11ciples, ai1d l1ad 
already repelled se\1eral people £1·0111 com111u11io11 before he took the 
crucial step of 1·efusi11g tl1e ele111e11ts to So1)ll)' J~opke)' · The letter of 
the ]a,v '\1as fir111l)' 011 l1is side. If he a\1oided tl1is pai11ful and pote11tiall)1 

dangerous step he lnigl1 t 'veil rl1i11 J1is ,v}1ole i11siste11ce upon spiritual 
disci1)li11e. '"f l1e actual rest1l t of re1)el li11g Sopl1y, 110,ve\rer, '\\1 as to lJe
gi11 a feud ''rl1icl1 in effect dro\1e '"resley &·01n Georgia. Yet tl1ougl1 
bitterly disappoi11ted and distressed, he \Vas not asl1a111ed of hi111self. 
He 11ad courageously do11e ,,,}1at l1e 11ad to do. He l1ad kept tl1e faitl1 
as l1e k11e'\v it.52 

I3ack i11 E11gla11d, as tl1e i\1etl1oclist societies de\re] O}Jed l1e realized 
e\1e11 111ore clearly the 11eed for ,disci1)Ii11e and i11 1743 issued 11is fa
1not1s General Rules for tl1e l\1et11odists, 'vl1icl1 've11t througl1 O\'er 
thirty editio11s during l1is lifetin1e and 111a11)1 1nore later. On the first 
Su11day e\reni11g after arrivi11g ii1 A111erica as joh11 '"' esley's re1)rese11
tative i11 i769 Josep11 Pill11ore ''n1et tl1e little Societ)' [i11 Pl1iladel1)l1ia], 
and exl1orted tl1e111 to walk \Vortl1)' of tl1eir l1igh calling, a11d ador11 tl1e 
gospel of Christ." 011 tl1e seco11d Su11da)' e\re11i11g l1e "read a11d ex
plained tl1e Rules of t11e Societ)' to a ' 'ast n1ultitude of serious peo
ple." sa 

Tlliere \\'as a strong te11dency u11der An1erica11 co11ditions, 110,vever, 
for the rl1les to be a1)plied in a 111ore eaS)'goi11g \vay tl1an in Engla11d. 
T11is \vas true with Pil1nore and Boardma11. Ra11ki11 corrected tl1is, a11d 
rigidly exercised l1is autl1ority, as did Asbury, tl1ough 1nore flexibly, 
and 'vith more fello'\v-feeli11g. 1e\1ertl1eless fro1n tin1e to time Asbury 
had sl1arp exchanges \\1itl1 both preacl1ers and people, and n1ade tl1e 
co1n111e11t in his J our11al: "011 111y i·ctur11 [to J>ortsn1ou th, Virginia] 
some of tl1e 1ne1nbers a1)1)eared a little refractory i11 su])111itting to dis
cipline. But 'vitl1out discipline \Ve sl1ould soo11 be as a rope of sa11d; 
so tl1at it 111t1st be ei1forced, let \vl10 'vill be dis1)Ieased." 54 Their 
American colleagues e\1e11tually disco,rered from experience that so
cieties \\1here the application of tl1e rules 'vas relaxed graduall)' began 
to languisl1 in spiritl1a1 vigor, and tl1ey too joi11ed in t11e co11ti11uous 

52. Cf. \\1csley's oomment after intervieVt•ing a some\vhat lax freelance minister \vho 
visited Savannah and undermined l1is strictness about conducting baptisms and mar
riages: ..0 Discipline, \\'here art thou to be found? Not in England, nor (as yet) in 
America." It '\\'as apparently this man who had irregularly performed Sophy Hopkey's 
marriage. See \\7esley, }ourrzal, I, 271. 

53. J>ilmore, journal, pJ>. 24, 25. 

1;4. Asbury, journal, I, 159; cf. ibid., pp. 41-2, 45--7· 
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ca1npaign of keepi11g tl1e l\1ethodist peo1)Ie on tl1eir toes.55 As 've 11ave 
see11, fro111 1789 tl1e Ge11e1·al Rules 'vere i11corporated i11to t11e Disci
pli11e. Abot1t this sectio11 lJisl101)s Coke a11cl Asbt1ry ''1axed rl1apsodical 
i11 tl1eir a1111otated editio11 of 1798, ter111i11g it ''perl1a1)s 011e of tl1e 
co111pletest S)1sten1s of Cl11·istian etl1ics or 111orals, for its size, 'vl1ich 
e\1er 'vas publisl1ed by an t1ninspired [i.e., 11on-biblical] 'vriter," and 
altl1ough tl1ey pro111ised 0111)' to ''toucl1 b1·iefl)' llJ)Oll tl1en1," in prac
tice ''briefly'' e11tailecl lvell O\'er five tl1ousand 'vordsl 56 It is not sur
prisi11g, tl1erefore, tl1at at tl1e General Co11fere11ce of 1808 a 111otio11 
to for111 a co1n111ittee "to 1nodi£11 certai11 excei)tional ex1)ressio11s in 
the General Rules'' '"as lost, a11d tl1at i11 its tl1ird rest1~ictiv,e 1·t1le tl1e 
Co11£ere11ce agreed tl1at 110 future Ge11eral Co11fere11ce sl1ould l1a,,e 
tl1e 1·ight ''to revoke or cl1ange tl1e 'Ge11eral Rules of t11e U11ited So
cieties.' '' 57 N 01· 've1·e tl1ese rega1·ded as 111erely JJiot1s exl101·tatio11s. Jior 
a ge11eratio11 afte1· tl1e deatl1 of Asbu1·y 1etl1odists convicted of in1
morali t)' lvere ex1)elled £1·0111 tl1e Cl1u1·cl1.58 

l\1ost of us are 11ot fa111ilia1· ''1itl1 tl1e COIIlJ)lexities o[ our official 
Discij;line, a11d 1)erl1a1Js there is 110 11eed tl1at '''e sl1ould be. Possibly 
we sl1ould i·egard tl1e Ge11eral l'?.u,les as a so111e\vl1at quai11t st1rvival 
ratl1er tl1an tl1e li\ri11g cl1alle11ge 'vl1icl1 tl1ey ca11 still prove for tl1ose 
wl10 read t11e111 S}'111pathetically. All of us, ho,\1e\rer, 11eed to keep in 
SJJiritual ti·ai11ing if '\1e are to e11dt11·e l1ardsl1i j) as good soldiers of 
Jesus Cl1rist. 111 tl1ese da)'S of j)rosperity and ''1)er1nissiveness'' our 
eigl1teenth-centu1·y forefatl1ers co11ld certai11l}' teacl1 us so111etl1ing 
about disci1)li11e. Tl1e lesso11 migl1t be of real IJ1·ofit. 

LAY LEADERSHIJ> 

011e t11i11g tl1e stOl}' of early ~1etl1odis1n i11 A111erica surel)' em
pl1asizes-the i1111Jorta11ce of dedicated lay leaders. Tl1is 'vas especially 
true of t11e begi1111i11gs of A111e1·ican 1etl1odisn1 as a society i11 the 
176o's. 111 i\1aryla11d a11 i 111111igrant I1·isl1 fa1·111er 1)1·eacl1ed a11d orga
nized a class-1neeti11g at l1is ho111e i11 Sa111's Creek, a11d built a log 

55. See \\7illia1n Duke's ~fS journal for ~fay 1, Ju11e 26, Se1>t. 29, 1774, and Oct. 31, 
1775, '"'lien l1e confessed , after permitting a sinner to remain in society "u1>on con
dition," "I find it very difficult neither to be too severe nor yet too indulgent." 

56. Disciplirze, 1798, pp. 135-45. 
57. ~1. E. Church, Journals of Gerl. Con/., I, 89. 
58. See Ja1nes L. Lubach and Tho1nas L. Shanklin, "Arbitration and Trials of 1'iem

bers in the 1'1ethodist Episcopal Church, 1776-1860," pp. 30-49. 
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111eeti11g-l1ouse for tl1e gro,vi11g co11gregatio11. His bar11-stor1ning 
JJreacl1i11g tours took l1i111 eve11 i11to DeJa,\rare, \lirginia, a11d Pe11n
S)'l\1a11ia, so tl1at his far111 'vas i1eglected a11d l1is fa1nil)1 'vere in need. 
I-le \\1as a Iayma11 of courage a11d of i11de1)ende11ce-so 111ucl1 inde1Je11
de11ce tl1at l1e took it UJ)Oil hi1nself to ba1)tize cl1ildren a11d to ad111i11is
ter t11e sacra111e11t of tl1e I ...ord's Su1)1)er. 111 Ne'v York a11 Irisl1 car1)e11ter 
,,,ho l1ad tur11ed l1is l1a11d to teacl1i11g ''1as roused I))' a j)ious l1ouse,vife 
to l)egir1 preacl1i11g, a11d a 1\1etl1odist societ)' 'vas bo1·11. In Pl1iladel1)l1ia 
t\vo of \!\TJ1itefield's co11\1erts, a sl1oe111aker a11d a soft-dri11k sales1nan, 
111ai11tai11ed a l\1.et11odist class-111eeti11g u11til a11otl1er la)'111a11, a re
tired Britisl1 artll)' oft1cer, l1elped tl1e111 co11solidate tl1e '''ork. ''Cap
tain'' Tho111as \\Te}J]) tl1us li11ked together the Ial)ors of Rol)ert Stra,,r_ 
b1·idge, Pl1ilip ]~111bu1·)', 13arbara I-leek, Ed,,·ard E\ra11s, a11d Ja1nes 
En1erso11. 1-Ie \\1as tl1e cl1ief age11t oE progress in tl1e 'vork botl1 at Ne1v 
York, Pl1iladel1Jl1ia, a11d Balti11101·e, as 'veil as tl1e 1)io11eer i11 otl1er 
})]aces, es1)eciall y l Te'v Jerse)'.59 

A11other Irisl1 la)1111a11 1-vitl1 a 'va11deri11g co111n1ission 'vas Rol)ert 
'Villia1ns, 'vho sold l1is 11orse to 1)a)' 11is debts before e1111Jarking for 
tl1e New '\1\'orld 'vitl1 tl1e 1nag11ifice11t capital of a loaf of ])read and 
a bottle of inilk-and J1is trust in God. It \Vas he, as '''e ha\re said, ,,,}10 
laici tl1e fou11datio11 sto11e for t11e l\1etl1odist Publisl1i11g House. 011e 
111ore la)'n1a11 sl1ould be 111e11tio11ed-TJ10111as l ""'a)1lo1·, anotl1er Britisl1 
i111igrant, a 11011-1)reacl1er tl1is ti111e. 1-Ie ser,1ed as a catal)'St, pleading 
'\ritl1 '!\'esle)' to se11d full-ti111e iti11era11t })Teachers to reap tl1e l1a1·,,est 
\\1l1ose seed had so faitl1full)1 beer1 S0\\111 1))' tl1e la)·111e11.60 

l~1·01n tl1e 1·a11ks of sucl1 dedicated la)1111e11 caine tl1e i ti11cra11t preach
ers, ,,,}10 freque11tly 1·etur11ed after a fe,v )'ears to fulfill tl1e 111ore 
lin1ited role of local preacl1ers. T11e first such i1ati\re A111e1·ican thl1s to 
graduate f:ro111 local j)reacl1er to iti11era11t 'vas '\Tillia111 \\1atters, \\1ho 
tells 110,v as con,·erts l1e a11d otl1ers J1el j)ed tl1e Britisl1 pio11eers to build 
up t11e 11·etl1odist cause i11 l\1a1;1la11d: ''011 tl1e Lord's da)' \Ve con1
111only di\rided i11to little lJa11ds, a11d \Vent out i11to differe11t 11eigl1lJor
l1oods, 'vl1ere\1er tl1ere '''as a door ope11 to recei,,e tis, t1\10, tl1ree, or 
four i11 co1111)ail)', and '\'Ould. sing ou1· l1)'t1111s, })ra)', 1·ead, talk to the 
j)eople, a11d so1ne soo11 l)ega11 to add a '''ord of exl1ortatio11. '\7e 'vere 
''reak, but 1ve li\1ed i11 a dark day; tl1e Lord gTeatly O\v11ed our labours, 
for tl1ougJ1 've ,,·ere 11ot full of 1\'isdo111, ,,.e '''ere blessed 'vith a good 

59. See cha1). 4 alJO\'C, cspcc. pp. 56-g. 60. ee chap. 5, 1>p. 72-83. 

http:la)�111e11.60
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degree of faitl1 at1d po,\1er.... l\1at1)' '\rill }Jraise Goel fo1·ever for ot1r 
p1·a)1e1· 111eeti11gs. 111 1na1l)' 11eigl1l)orl1oods tile)' soo11 beca111e 1·es1)ect
al)le, and 'vere co11sideral)l)' atte11ded to. " 61 

10tl1er iti11era11ts bega11 
their pastoral trai11i11g as class-leade1·s. 1aI1)' served l)otl1 as class
leade1·s and local preacl1ers. i To1· 111ust it lJe forgotte11 t11at for e\1er)' 
class-leader or local preacl1e1· \\1110 e11terecl tl1 e iti11era11C)', even for 

a brief ti111e, tl1ere 'vere u1111a111ed a11d t111coL111ted hu11dreds 'vl10 1·e
111ained i11 tl10 e less 1)ro111i11e11t but fu11da111e11tal office , 111e11- and 
'\'0111en, too-'\r}1ose influe11ce upo11 t11e \ 'italit)' a11d gro,vtl1 of fetl1

odis111 '\ras i11calct1la ble. 
''' l1ile '\'C are })£l)'i11g our tribute to tl1e l\ietl1odist la)' leaclers of 

tl1e 176o's a11d tl1e 1 i8o's, l10,ve\1er, let us 11o t forget tl1at l1ere agai11 

\\
1esle)' l1i111self J1ad led t11'e 'Va)'· 011e of l1is co1111)a11io11s i11 Georgia 

'''as a lay111a11-tl1e otl1er tl1ree '\'ere ordai11ed clerg)'I11e11. Cl1arles Dela
111otte "\\1as a )'Ou11g sugar 111ercl1a11t 'vl10 '\ras co111i11g out 011 lJu si11ess. 
I-Ie '''as 1\1nerica11 l\1etl1odis111's first S1111da)1 Scl1ool teacl1er a11d la)' 
leader-possil)}}' l1er first la)' 1)reacl1er. Certai11l)1 11e carried a l1ea\'}' 

load of res1)011silJilit)' for '"' esle)' 's '\'Ork i11 Sava11nal1, especiall)' after 
tl1e departure of Cl1arles '\' esle)' a11d Be11ja111i11 l11g l1a111 fo1· otl1er 
areas. 011 Fel)ruary 16, i737, Jol111 '\' esle)' 'vrote to a f1·ie11d i11 Ox
£01·d: ''I 11a\'e 110'\' i10 fello'v labourer [i11 Sava11nal1] })ut ~11·. Dela
111otte, ,,1]10 l1as take11 cl1arge of })et,\1ee11 tl1irt)' a11d fo1·t)' cl1ildre11." 62 

T11ese 11e 11ot 011l)1 taugl1t "to i·ead, ''1rite, and cast accou11ts," but also 
i11st1·ucted i11 tl1e 1Cl11·istia11 faitl1. After tl1e tl1ree 1ni11isters 011e b)' 011e 
left Georgia it '\'as Dela111otte ,v}10 ke1)t tl1e SJ)iritual 'vork goi11g, a11d 

''1110 "\\1elco111ed George 't\' l1itefield as tl1eir successoi·.63 

T1·ul)' tl1e lait.)' 11as pla)1ed a11 11011ored j)art in Ai11erica11 ~1etl1odist 
11istory. 't\'e ca1111ot lJut rejoice to see 110"\\1 tl1eir dedicated labors at tl1e 
p1·ese11t ti111e le11d stre11gtl1 to al111ost e\1er)' 111ajor ~1etl1odist acti\rity. 
It is largel)' to fetl1odis1n tl1at j)eople look 'vl1e11 tl1e)' seek to u11der
stand the full S})iritual potential of tl1e la)' leade1·. E\1e11 11ere, l10,ve\1e1·, 
've 111ust 11ot ren1ai11 co1111)lace11t. 1--11ere is still 111ore t11at lay i)eople 
inigl1t do. I tl1i11k es1)eciall)' of tl1ose 1natl)' t\\TO- a11d tl1ree-1)oi11t 1·ural 
charges ,,,}1ere too ofte11 a ser\1ice is 11ot held u11less a 111i11ister ca11 be 
present. Tl1is is 11eitl1er original 1etl1odis1n 11or moder11 ~1etl1odis111 
at its best. 

61. '\Tatters, op. cit., p . 18. 63. Sec alJovc, pp. 2g-30. 
62 . '"'cslcy, l ..ette1s, J, 211. 
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COi\1i\1UN11."'Y SER\TJCE 

It '\10U1d be co111parati\1el)1 siI11JJle to a,vell upon otl1er aspects of 

ot1r co11ti11ui11g l\1etl1odist 'vit11ess 'vl1icl1 'vere sketcl1ed out in tl1ose 
earl)' days of tl1e i 73o's ai1d tl1e 176o's, sucl1 as tl1e i11sistence upo11 a 
Bible-l)ased 1·eligio11, UJJ011 1)erso11al Cl11·istia11 ex1Je1·ie11ce, UJ)On free

do1n of tl1ougl1t. I 'vill be co11te11t 'vitl1 i11e11tio11i11g 011e i11ore-se1-\1ice 
to tl1e co1n111u11it)'· T11is, 110,,ve\rer, took n1at1)' for111s, e\re11 in 'l\1esle)1's 
da)', a11cl takes far 111ore no,v. 
''' esle)1's career as a ]Jll)'Si,cia11 see111s to l1a\re begu11 i11 Georgia. One 

aspect of 11is p1·e1Jarations as a a colo11ial inissio11ary 'vas researcl1 i11to 
i11edical literatu1·e and (Jractice i11 order tl1at l1e n1igl1t be ready for 
tl1ose occasio11s 'vl1en as tl1e 0111)' educated i11a11 a\1ailal)le l1e ,,rould 
11a\1e to deal ,,,j tl1 accide11 t or sick11ess. I-Iis readi11g a11d ex1Jerie11ce 
were e\1entuall)1 gatl1ered together i11 tl1e 'vell-k110,,111 111edical l1and
book P1·irriitive Pli)1sic, 'vl1icl1 'vas 1·e1Jri11ted i11 Pl1iladeljJl1ia as earl)1 

as i 764, a11d '\1e11t tl1rot1gl1 inan)1 J\merican editions 011ce l\1etl1odis111 
'vas sou11dl)1 estab1is11ed 11ere.64 

As '\'e 11a\1e see11, 'l\' esle)' fou11ded a scl1ool ii1 a\1an11al1, lea\ri11g 
mu,cl1 of t11e 1·es1Jo11sibilit)1 to Cl1arles J)ela111otte, thougl1 11e also 
tat1gl1t a class 11in·1self. Tl1is 1vas tl1e foreru1111er 11ot 0111)' of '\Tesle)r's 
scl1ools in E11gla11d, but of tl1e 'vo11derful edt1catio11al progra111 of 
Ai11e1·ica11 l\1etl1odis111, fro111 t11e fou11di11g of Cokesl)ury 'College to 
tl1e 1)rese11t <la)'· 'l\Tesley's ge11uine ca1·e for cl1ildre11, as 'vell as l1is 
imagi11atio11, is re\reale<l }))' a11 i11cide11t i11 Georgia. T11e school 'vas 
intended for all cl1ildre11, a11d so111e '\'ere so poor that they can1e 'vith 
l)are feet, to be jeered at by tl1e better sl1od. Cl1arles Dela111otte, u11
able to pre\re11t tl1is pett)' 1)ersecutio11, asked 'l\' esle)1's ad\rice. They 
cl1a11ged classes, ai1d tl1e fc>ll<J,,ri11g 111orni11g '"Tesle)1 11i111self appeared 
at scl1ool '"i t11out sl1oes. A fe'\\1 da)'S of t11is exa1111Jle put tl1e bette1·
pro\1ided c11ildren to sl1ame. E\re11 tl1is i11cide11t '''as later turned agai11st 
'\i\T esley, 110,ve\rer, tl1e ruli11g clique criticizi11g 11 is se,,ere austeri t)' in 

goi11g al)o11t 'vith lJare feet, ,carefully ig11oring tl1e fact t11at this 'vas 
u11dertake11 as a sile11t rebuke to tl1eir o'vn cl1ildren.65 

'l\' esley, i11 fact, ear11ed a reputatio11 i11 Georgia as a social reformer. 
He co11stantly attacked i1111no1·alit)', dru11ke1111ess, a11d the atte1npts 

64 . See Baker, Union Catalogue, lo. 101 . 
65. 1~his anecdote 'vas related by '\7esley himself in l\1ay, 1776, to one of his preachers, 

Thomas Rutl1erford-see .h1ethodist .A1agazine, XXXJ (1808), 4go. 
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to introduce sla\'ef)'· He t1rged a reform of the }a,vs of inl1eritance so 
as to protect tl1e s111aller la11clo,vners. He e\'e11 l)ega11 t,o dabble a 
little in politics-a11otl1er cause of criticis111 fro1n so1ne of l1is JJarish
io11ers. 111 ]l1l)1, 1736, 11e 'vrote to a frie11d i11 E11gla11d: ''B)1 'vl1at I 
l1a\re seen during iny short sta)' 11ere I a1n co11\ri11ced tl1at I l1a\1e 1011g 
})ee11 under a great i11istake in tl1inking 110 circ11111sta11ces cot1ld 1nake 
it tl1e du t)' of a Cl1ristia11 priest to do an)1tl1i11g else but jJreacl1 tl1e 
gospel.... It is fron1 this co11victio11 tl1at I l1a\1e taken so111e }Jains to 
i11quire into tl1e great co11troversy 110,v subsisti11g bet,vee11 Caroli11a 
and Georgia." 66 (He sided 'vitl1 Georgia i11 111ai11taini11g tl1at by Brit

1isl1 ]a,\ Caroli11a n1ercl1ants 11a(l 110 rigl1t to trade 'vitl1 tl1e Georgia 
I11dians 'vithot1t first secu1·i11g a Geo1·gia lice11se.) 011ce agai11 lie 'vas 
enda11geri11a l1is repl1tation, but 011ce agai11 doi11g so at tl1e call of 
co11scienc,e. Fo1·t}' )'ears late1· l1e l·ejoined t11e fTay, a11d 011ce n1ore on 
t11e side of Britisl1 la'\' a11d King Geo1·ge-tl1ougl1 11istor}' a11d the 
American lo,,e of: 1iberty 11a\'e pro\red 11 i111 \vro11g. N e\rertl1el e~s tl1e 
cot1rage to take a11 1111popular sta11d at tl1e call of conscie11ce, ,e,1 e11 in 
political n1atters, is so1nethi11g })red into ou1· inerican l\1etl1odism, 
e\1e11 fron1 tl1e early da)'S. 

Botl1 in E11gla11d a11d in Ai11erica, l10,\1e\1er, it sl1ould be 11oted tl1at 
the earl)' 1et11odists 'vere n1t1cl1 111ore i1l\'Ol\1ed \\1itl1 1)l1ilantl1ropy 
tl1an 'vith 1·ef<)r111, 'vitl1 i)astoral '\1ork to a111eliorate unl1a1)J))' co11cli
tio11s ratl1er tl1a11 'vitl1 political agitation to cl1a11ge the1n. E\1er)' da}' 

' ''esle)' '''as e11gaged i11 JJl1ila11tl1ropy of 011e ki11d and a11otl1er; onl)' 
rarely did 11e u11dertake or e11courage political action. T11e sa111e \Vas 
true of earl)' 111erica11 acti,rities. Du1·i11g tl1e Re\rolutio11 the preacl1
ers, \Vi tl1 ol)\1ious j)rt1dence, tJ·ied to co11 ti1111e tl1cir eva11gel is111 'vi t11
ou t taki11g sides, t11ough because tl1eir leaders ca111e fro111 13ritain they 
\Vere 11aturally classed as ''Tories," and 111et 'vitl1 \1ar)1i11g degrees of 
1Jersecutio11. E''e11 ,,1J1en t11ey took oatl1s of loyalt)' before 111erican 
111agistrates they t1·ied to i·e111ai11 aloof fro111 botl1 politics a11d '''ar. It 
is 11or1nal to fi11d i11 tl1eir jour11als entries sucl1 a tl1ose of \\Tilliam 
Duke: ''1·eproved ferr)'n1a11 for s,,rea1·ing," "at i1igl1t cot111seli11g alco
l1olic," ''spoke '\1itl1 eacl1 p1·iso11er," "\1isited sick 1nan," '',,isited fJOor 

afflicted '\1ido,v." 67 Less usual, but still an ex1Jre sio11 of t11e 1)reacl1er's 
norn1al function, is tl1is e11t1·)1

: 'I \Ve11t (as l \vas desired )'esterda)') in 
the 1norni11g to 01)e11 tl1e Co11gress 'vi th a 1)ra)1er suited to tl1e occa

66. \\7eslcy, I...etters, 1, 201-2. 

67. Duke. 1S journal, Nov. 5, 22, 1774; l\1ay 14, July 10, Sept. 14, 1775. 
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sio11." 68 Ext1·en1el)' unustial is a11 e11t.1·y fo1· ~1arcl1 25, 1775: ''I 'vas 
desired to address tl1e co11greg·atio11s upo11 a11 u11co1n111011 subject (oc
casioned l))' tl1e late disagree111e11t bet\\1ee11 E11gla11d and A1nerica), 
'vl1icl1 is to recom111end to tl1e peo1)le tl1e ineasures resolved upon by 
the Co11gress." 

011 a 1na jor social isst1e st1cl1 as sla\1er)' tl1e i\1ethodist peo1)le 'vere 
not i·eady for tl1e ad\1a11ced leadersl1i1J of Coke, a11d e\1en Asbur)' 
dee111ed it '·vise 11ot to risk jeo1)ardizi11g tl1eir SJJiritual }Jrogress e\1e11 
for sucl1 a11 i1nporta11t i11oral IJri11ci ple- tl1ougl1 i11 fair11ess '\1e sl1ould 
not expect a t\ve11tietl1-century l1ead on l1is eigl1tee11th-centu1·y 
sl1oulders, e\re11 'vi tl1 tl1e ''1i tn,ess of 'i\Tesle)' and Coke to s1Jur l1i111 011, 
for tl1e)1, after all, ''1ere 11ot so closel)' a11d 1)er111a11e11tl)' i11 toucl1 'vitl1 
the }Jroblen1 of tl1e co11ser\1ati\1e 1etl1odists as 11e. (11or indeed bas 
tl1is prol)ler11 qt1 i te disa})})eared e\1en i11 tl1is e11 ligl1te11ed t\ven tietl1 
ce11tUT)1I) 

Ne\1ertl1eless across tl1e ce11tu1·ies ~fetl1odists ha\1e co11ti11ued to ex
ert pl1ilantl1ropic leaclersl1i1) i11 tl1e sphere of 'vl1at is no\v a departme11t 
of federal goven11ne11t-l1ealtl1, educatio11, a11d ''1elfa1·e. Tl1ey ha\1e 
also 1nai11tai11ed sta11dards of i11orality a11d social co11cer11 abO\'e the 
a\1erage, '''itl1 a toucl1 of IJurita11is111 ,vJ1icl1 l1as }J1·obably do11e n1ore 
good tl1an l1ar111, a11d a gro,vi11g readine s to take political action i11 
order to refor111 society; tl1ey l1ave proclai111ed a '~.rell-rounded social 
gos1Jel closely allied lvitl1 tl1e good 11e'''S of sal\1atio11 b)1 faitl1. In all 
tl1is the)' have been ''101·ki11g out i11 different ter111s, more suited to a 
cl1anging ct1l ture, ,v}1at tl1ey took o\rer fro111 ,J 0}111 ,r\,esle)' as tl1e t'vin 
ai111s of 1,etl1odism: ''To refor111 tl1e co11tine11t, and to spread scrip
tural l1oliness O\'er tl1ese la11ds." 69 

EPILOGUE 

'r\'esle)' i11 Georgia, and our Methodist forebears of t\VO hu11dred 
years ago, blazed n1a11y tl·ails '\1l1ich 've l1a\1e follo,ved to our ad\1a11
tage or deserted to our loss. Of not less i1111Jorta11ce tl1a11 tl1eir exa111
ples in SJ)ecific areas of 'vorshi}J and \vit11ess, 110,,..re\rer, 'vas their 
attitude of n1ind-a re\1ere11ce for the })ast, es1Jecially for the Bible 
and tl1e })ri1niti\'e cl1urcl1, ten1pered b)' a readi11ess to ve11ture forth 

68. Ibid .• June 1, i775. 
69. Tigert, op. cit., p . 535. See Richard ?\f. Cameron, ll1ethodism arzd Society in His· 

torical Perspective. 
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i11to tl1e 1·eligious unk110,\111 at the call of God. \i\Tesley, stau11ch E11
glisl1 111011archist and Anglican priest tl1ougl1 l1e \\'as, both i·es1)ected 
ai1d ei1couraged tl1is urge for freedo111 to ser\1e God i11 u11accusto111ed 
'''a)'S. His last official state111e11t to 11is 1\111erica11 followers, as tlle)' 'ver,e 
011 t11 e \ 1erg·e of fot111ding a cl1 urcl1 i11depende11 t of l1is o'vn ,co11 trol , 
recog11ized tl1at an i11scrt1table pro\1 ide11ce 111igl1t l)e at '\rork e\1e11 in 
tl1e An1erica11 Re,rolutio11. I-Iis fi11al 'vords, \\1itl1 \\1hicl1 '''e 111ay fitly 
close, co11tain botl1 blessi11g a11d cl1alle11ge: ''As our An1erica11 bret11ren 
are no\v totally dise11ta11gled lJotl1 f1·01n the state and fro1n tl1e E11glish 
l1ierarcl1y, 've dare 11ot entangle tl1e111 agai11 eitl1er 'vitl1 tl1e one or t11e 
otl1er. Tl1e)' a1·e no'v at full lilJert)' si1111)l)' to folio'"' tl1e Scriptures and 
tl1e pri111iti\1e cl1urch. A11d '\'e judge it be t tl1at tile)' sl1ould sta11d fast 
in tl1at libe1·t)' \\1l1e1·e,,1 itl1 God l1as so st1·a11g·el)' 111ade the1n free." 70 

70. \\7esley, J_etters, \ 711, 239. 
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