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A d' /JUI tL claim cleared 11 p. 

LL PILGRI fS to Old St. 
George's Church in Philadel
mu t acknowledge its great 

1ms to the admiration an I affec-
o Methodists the world over. 

I _i die nearest approach to John 
\ nley' cw Room in Bri tol 
f. bnd that 1 personally know. ' 

l hope that Old t. George's will 
~ more honored pbce in the 

i lion of World Methodism -
_n •~ many genuine claims to 
n uon are no longer associated 
one which has long been dis

td. It has been stated that it 
·been used for worship con
u. 1. longer than any other 
od1 t church in the world ." 

'ht~, through the characteristic 
ro icy of American Methodi ts 

F Ba,. . . . 
• I •1.t'.' IS 101nt secretury of 

fl/ffnat,ona/ Hirtorical Society. 
4'f ,~ 9 

, 

overseas delegates to the W arid 
Methodist Conference in 1956 were 
taken on an unforgettable tour of 
historic American shrines, many 
were greatly puzzled to be told 
time and time again that Old t. 
George's, Philadelphia, was "the 
oldest Methodist church in the 
"vorld." Once again, an announce
ment in the Methodfrt Recorder 
ays that Dr. Frederick E. Maser 

has been appointed to "Old St. 
George's Church, the oldest Meth
odist church in continuous service." 

Under these circumstances it 
seems desirable that I should ac
cede to requests from both sides of 
the Atlantic by setting out, after 
e '.tensive research the facts of the 
situation. John Wesley opened two 
"preaching houses" in 1739-the re
modelled Foundery in London and 
the ew Room in the Horse Fair 
Bri tol. The Foundery chapel fell 
into disuse and then decay toward 
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the end of the century, after it had 
been replaced in 177 by Wesley's 

hapel ity Road, London. the 
"Cathedral of World Methodism." 

The historic West treet Chapel, 
episcopally con cerated and ac
quired by Wesley from the Hugue
nots in 1743, is no longer in use. 

In 1748 the Bristol ew Room 
was pulled down and rebuilt on a 
larger scale, only the present north 
wall remaining from the original 
building. This is acknowledged to 
be the oldest Methodist church in 
existence, and under its present 
name of John Wesley's Chapel, 
Broadmead, it is one of the most 
rewarding places of Methodist pil
grimage anywhere in the world. 

The pre-eminence of John 
\ esleys' Chapel Broadmead, Bris
tol however must be modified by 
two facts. It has not always been 
in the possession of the parent body 
of esley's Methodist Societies, 
nor has it been in continuous use. 

The buildin of t. George's was 
begun by Dutch Presbyterians in 
1763 the shell bought by the Meth
odi ts in 1769 and the completed 
church dedicated for worship by 
Joseph Pilmoor on ovember 24 
that year. The correct basis for any 
claim therefore, is that this build
in has been used as a Methodist 
Church ever since 1769. The Phila
delphia Methodist Society itself had 
already been in existence for two 
years, but had not worshiped in 
that building. 

Even if we went back to 1763, 
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hm ever when the Preshytcri 
laid the first stone of Old · ru 
Georfe's, it would still be po 1 

to point to a number of older . lei 
odist churches in the United Kin 
dom. Indeed. this is surely to 

expected in the birthplace of Meth
odism. Most of these build1n 
however are tiny country ch3~ s 
well off the beaten track of 
American or British tourist. 

The oldest of them all seems 
be that at ewbiggin in Tccs<blc, 
County Durham. This church , 
built in 1759, and has remained in 
fu 11 use throughout a Imo t 111 J 

centuries. A century ago it was en
larged by buildi ng an exten ion · 
one end, so that it does not prexn 
exactly the same appearance as 
did when We ley first prcachcJ 
there in 1761. A neighboring churd, 
known as High House Ire ho · 
burn, Wea rd ale. was al o built i, 
1759 but not ollicia lly conveyed t 

the Methodist Conference un a 
1760. The chapel at 0 mot.her! , 
Yorkshire, dates from 1760. 

We rejoice that in the moth 
country of Methodism there 1 

exist in much their original for 
many shrines in which Wes!~}· hun• 
self conducted worship dun_n . 
first half of his amazing muw rv. 
and which have been in re 

h. Cl 
use for Methodist wors 1P 
si nee. one of these can cornra;rt 
with Old St. George's Philatl <ti 
on the score of important 1 

. . b ·0 the matter assoc1at1ons, ut 1 _J . 
d h reccu<- • age alone they o ave P 
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