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HUGH MOORE AND JOHN WESLEY 
Some Unpublished Correspondence 

HUGH MOORE was one of those stormy petrels of the Methodist 
Revival who were great forces in the spread of the Gospel, yet 
who for various reasons found themselves unable to continue in 

the harness of an itinerant Methodist preacher to their life's end. 
Most of them are little known. We are able to increase our knowledge 
of Hugh Moore by the foresight of two Ebenezer Moores, his 
ancestors, who prepared histories of their family, and by the kind
ness of their descendant, Miss C. E. Hamilton, one of our Life Mem
bers. Incidentally we are able to present five unpublished letters of 
John Wesley which were written to Moore, transcripts being given 
in the family history. 

The Moore family of Drumclamph in the Londonderry circuit was 
"descended from a Mr. Moore of Neagilligan who came from 
Scotland in 1639 to reside in the lower land of Bullock Park near 
Clare Bridge". The eldest son of Robert Moore (1646-1716) was 
Charles Moore (1713-1793). In 1750 Charles married Mary Grier, 
and their sixth child was Hugh, born 1759, who died unmarried in 
1829. The family removed to Drumclamph, a large farm estate, 
when Hugh was a tiny child. Hugh's father was "a very tall digni
fied man, and was esteemed the most religious man in the neighbour
hood (the parson included) before the introduction of Methodism. 
When any neighbour was taken ill, he was sure to be sent for to 
advise and pray with them and the family." At the same time, adds 
his biographer, "he was highly esteemed as a good social pot com
panion; he loved his bottle and his Bible " ! About 1769 Methodism 
came to the area, and the Moore home became one of the regular 
meeting-places. Although all the children had been brought up to 
love both religion, card-playing and "the bottle ", Methodism con
quered the latter habits. Hugh was one of the early converts, as a 
boy approaching his 'teens. 

Hugh's first meeting with Wesley was on Monday, 10th June 
1771, when Wesley had planned to preach at Magheralough about 
noon. On a borrowed horse young Hugh Moore rode up Derrygoon 
Hill, passing a lone horseman. Later he discovered that it was the 
great preacher himself, so he hastened back and acted as Wesley's 
guide to Magheralough. After several early efforts at preaching and 
conducting prayer meetings, Moore seems to have become a regular 
preacher through the insistence of Richard Boardman, whose first 
appointment on returning from America in 1774 was that of" super
intendent minister " of the Londonderry circuit. (There is some con
fusion in the biography, which states that Moore met Wesley on 
10th June 1771, after he had been led to preach by Boardman. It 
seems possible that his meeting with Wesley did not take place until 
1 775-) 
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In r777 Hugh Moore was admitted on trial a,g an itinerant 
prea~her, being stationed in the Armagh circuit. In r778 he was sent 
to Shgo, r779 to Waterford, and in r780 (although still on trial) was 
put down as the Assistant at Lisleen. In r78r (still on trial) he was 
the Assistant of the Londonderry circuit. 

During his stay in the Londonderry circuit Hugh Moore befriended 
young Adam Clarke, so soon to become one of the most promising 
of the Methodist preachers, and eventually a world-famous scholar
evangelist. Moore's biographer seems a little resentful that his name 
is not mentioned in Clarke's biographies, John Bredin's name being 
there instead. In this case, however, it seems that family pride must 
be denied. The evidence of Wesley's letters supports Clarke's 
biographers, showing that Bredin was the preacher who was mainly 
responsible for bringing him to Wesley's notice. 

Some pique against Bredin might have been natural, however, 
for it was he who at this time was charged by Wesley to keep a 
careful eye on Moore's actions. The case opens with Wesley's letter 
to Bredin dated rnth April r782 : 

I have a letter from Mrs. Davenport, informing me that Hugh Moore 
has offered marriage to Kitty Davenport without the consent of her 
parents. Pray write to him strongly upon the head, and show him the 
sinfulness of such a proceeding; reminding him withal that, if he mar
ried a person without the consent of her parents, he would thereby 
exclude himself out of the Methodist Connexion. Let him remember the 
exemplary behaviour of John Prickard on a like occasion. If he will 
seriously promise entirely to drop the affair, he may come to Coleraine 
as usual. If he will not, he must come thither no more. 

The Davenports, needless to say, lived at Coleraine. Bredin, a 
converted Roman Catholic schoolmaster, was not stationed, accord
ing to the Minutes of r78r, though he was already a preacher in full 
connexion, and in Wesley's confidence. One wonders whether 
Moore's entanglement has anything to do with a letter which Wesley 
had written to Bredin only six days earlier, in which he speaks of 
Adam Clarke's studies, and adds: "Would it not be of use for you 
and Brother Moore to change?" Another expedient seems to have 
offered itself to Wesley, for he wrote about this time (the letter is 
undated) to Thomas Rutherford at Lisburn: 

Write to Hugh Moore in my name, and tell him, " I desire he would 
change places with you for six weeks or two months." The be~ng near 
her relations at the time of her lying in may be a means of saving your 
wife's life. I doubt not of Brother Moore's willingness to oblige either 
you or me in a matter of such importance. 
Happily "Brother Moore" toed the line, and forsook Miss Daven
port. Later in the year, however, on 4th August r782, Wesley again 
wrote to Bredin about another indiscretion of Moore's, probably 
connected with the former incident: 

;I- do not understand what is the accusation against Hugh Moore. 
Simply administering an oath is a folly; but I know not that it is con
trary to any law. If he is afraid of staying at Coleraine (although I 
know not why) let him change with a Sligo or Castlebar preacher. 
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Conference opened two days later, and Hugh Moore (still on trial, 
for the sixth year) was put down for Aberdeen, well away from his 
earlier difficulties. Here he was able to exercise his undoubted evan
gelistic powers to good purpose, opening up new areas, as indeed he 
had done in Ireland. His biographer tells of an unnamed town to 
which he went in the Aberdeen area, 
and not knowing any person or w!iere to go he rode pensively along the 
streets. A young woman ran after him. "Sir," said she, "I dreamed 
last night I saw a person of your appearance in this street. Are you a 
Methodist preacher? Come with me." He went and found a hearty 
welcome, preached to a large congregation, and ultimately formed a 
class. 

The following year, 1783, Moore's name at last disappears from 
the list of those who '' remain on trial '', though strangely enough 
it does not appear among those who were admitted into full con
nexion. He was stationed at Whitehaven, as the junior colleague of 
Thomas Ellis. Here it was that he received the first letter from John 
Wesley which he preserved: 

JOHN WESLEY TO HUGH MOORE 

Dear Hugh, 
Bristol, Oct. 3rd, 1783. 

I hope those that follow you in Scotland will do all they can in the 
new places. It is your part to forget the things behind, and with all 
possible seriousness and earnestness to redeem the time, and lay your
self out in snatching as many brands as you can out of the fire. 

Your fellow labourer and you, going on hand in hand, will soon put 
the circuit into a better condition. Only be exact in every part of 
discipline, and strongly insist upon the old Methodist doctrine, namely 
Salvation from all sin attainable now by faith. 

Those commissioners have a large salary for examining all proposals 
concerning the Longitude, therefore they discourage all that attempt to 
discover it, lest they should lose their salary. 

I am, Dear Hugh, 
Your affectionate brother, 

J. WESLEY. 

The problem of finding the exact longitude at sea was a very live 
question in Wesley's day, and in 1713 the British government joined 
the ranks of nations offering substantial rewards to those offering 
solutions. The Commissioners appointed for this purpose had the 
power to award up to £20,000 for an exact method of computing 
longitude while at sea. John Harrison's chronometer had been tried 
out by Captain Cook during his circumnavigation of the world, and 
had received an award, but the investigation was still open, and 
various inventors were still trying to establish claims. Hugh Moore 
seems to have been among their number. 

During Moore's Whitehaven ministry he was taken ill and had 
to return to his home at Drumclamph, where he remained during 
the following year also. By 1785 his health improved, however, and 
the Conference that year stationed him at Lisburn, and at length 
admitted him that year into full connexion. He had been on trial 
for seven years. In 1786 he was stationed as the Assistant of the 
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Charlemont circuit. Towards the end of-his time there Wesley wrote 
him the following letter : 

JOHN WESLEY TO HUGH MOORE 

My dear Brother, Lisbelaw, May 30th, 1787. 

I used often to be afraid for Mr. Whitefield that he had not reproach 
enough. Honour will destroy any man living unless it be balanced with 
a proportionable degree of dishonour. I have wrote a few lines to 
Mr. Caulfield; he truly fears God. 

Probably I shall preach in the new house at Armagh. Fight on and 
conquer. 

I am, Dear Hugh, 
Your affectionate friend and brother, 

J. WESLEY. 

The Rev. Charles Caulfield was the rector of Killyman, near 
Charlemont. Wesley's "few lines" to him do not appear to have 
survived, so that we are not able to elucidate the cryptic remarks on 
the danger of honour. 

At the Conference of 1787 Moore was stationed as the Assistant 
of the Clones circuit, and his labours there earned Wesley's praise, 
though a word of caution was also necessary, as appears from another 
unpublished letter: 

JOHN WESLEY TO HUGH MOORE 

Dear Hugh, Manchester, April 12th, 1788. 

I did not question but you would have a comfortable time in the 
Clones Circuit, and the rather because you are a lover of peace, and 
will promote it by every possible means. You have reason to rejoice 
in the exercise of the grace and work of God in the neighbouring 
Societies, and you have encouragement to put forth all your strength, 
and to expect to see still greater things than these. 

Unless you design to murder yourself you must needs refrain from 
speaking loud or long. "The spirits of the prophets are subject to 
the prophets." Temptations from pleasure are more dangerous than 
temptations from pain, but if you watch and pray you will conquer 

both. I am, Dear Hugh, -
Your affectionate friend and brother, 

J. WESLEY. 

The Conference of 1788 moved Moore to Wexford, still as 
Assistant. He apparently complained to Wesley that there was not 
enough work for him here. Wesley's reply not only advises Moore 
how to use his time to the best advantage, but issues a choice warn
ing which might well be adopted by the Chapel Committee: 

JOHN WESLEY TO HUGH MOORE 

M d B th 
Bristol, Sept. 21, 1788. 

y ear ro er, 
If you have not work enough for a month you must alter the Circuit, 

and go through it in two or three weeks, unless you take the advantage 
of this fine mild autumn to break up fresh ground. I suppose you have 
already taken in Donard and Baltinglass and the bog of Boiree. With 
faith and prayer you may do great things; these arms are invincible. 
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It is by no means expedient to make too much haste with regard to 
the building of houses. [Wesley means, of course, preaching-houses.] 
If we do not take care the Methodists will be destroyed by buildings. If 
we make rich men necessary to us discipline is at an end. Be bold. Be 
steady. I am, Dear Hugh, 

Your affectionate friend and brother, 
J. WESLEY. 

A little later in the year Wesley comments on the success which has 
attended Moore's efforts, and strengthens him against criticism: 

JOHN WESLEY TO HUGH MOORE 

Dear Hugh, London, Deer. 25, 1788. 

You have great reason to praise God who gives you [to] see the fruit 
of your labour. You say sinners are awakened out of sleep and savingly 
converted to God, then be thankful. Is not it a good reward for all the 
pains you have taken? And what if, in the meantime, men say all 
manner of evil of you? You are never the worse for this. Bear this as 
the Cross which our Blessed Lord sees good to lay upon you. A good 
man says, "David saw God's hand in Shimei's tongue, and therefore 
he was quiet." See God's hand in Shimei's tongue! 

I am, 
Your affectionate friend and brother, 

J. WESLEY. 

With "God's hand in Shimei's tongue " Wesley's extant corres
pondence with Hugh Moore ceases. But Shimei's tongue was not 
finished. Scandal was active with the reputation of Hugh Moore. 
He was stationed by the 1789 Conference as the Assistant of the 
Castlebar circuit, but from 1790 onwards his name is missing from 
the Minutes, even though he is not named among those who "desist 
from travelling". His earliest biographer, Moore's nephew Ebenezer, 
says that "Dr. Coke, who was his avowed enemy, struck his name 
out of the Minutes". A later preacher, however, Robert Carson, 
who travelled in the same circuit, stated that "in none but three 
instances did he hear Uncle blamed; one of these 3 was a neice of 
the person. Uncle said he was innocent and says to Chas. Stuart 
who was a local preacher at this time, 'If Dr. Coke dies the common 
death of all men, then he is right, and I am wrong.'" It is perhaps 
no wonder that Coke's death at sea a few years later was claimed in 
vindication of Moore's innocence of whatever charges were laid 
against him. As a travelling preacher, however, his days were 
finished. 

Hugh Moore continued as a respected local preacher in the 
Londonderry area until his death. He also attained some reputation 
as a man of solid parts-something of a poet, an amateur physician 
in great demand, a composer and music teacher as well as a per
former on the flute and violin, and even an engineer, responsible 
for the diversion of a local stream. After an illness of two months, on 
4th July 1829 he "calmly breathed his last without a sigh or groan". 

FRANK BAKER. 


