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I'l' seems a far cry {rom those angelic
messengers  who first  proclaimed
Messiah's birth to the shrill voices ol
little bays who at this time of the year,
and with more pecuniary motives, dis-
turks the wintry air, Yet the song s -
one, for Christmas, first proclaimed in
song, has also been expressed and nur-

* SEE, AMID THE WINTER'S SNOW. . . "—0On Box Hill, in Surrey.

E Philin Embuny's Christmas Cmnue)mon

“ On Christmas doy;—being Mondny
ye. 25th of December, in the pear 1752
the Lord Shome in fo my Soul by a
gl of his Redeeming love ; being

an Egrmest of my redemption in Christ

Jesua, to whom be glory for Ever and

Ever. Amen. Phil ; Embury.”
THls record, penned iwo hundred

years ago in a-litike notebook, could
be parralleled a score of times in the
diaries of early Methodism—{or they
were great diarists in those days.
Peruliar significance attaches 1o this
particular entry, hewever, a signific-
ance not fully recognised durlng Em-
wry's own short lifetime, nor for long
r his death. This Christmas con-
sion was a landmark Ih the wonder-
story of American Methodism. For
1t was Phillp Embury, goaded by his

sin Barbara Heck, who was the
pioneer of Methodism in Mew Yerk.:

* & 2 %

WISH we could claim Embury's first

birth for Christmas Day, as well as
his second—as indeed some Ameriran
nuthorities have ventured 1o do. The
fact seems to be, rever, that he was
baptised on September 29, 1728, and
had presumably been born a week or so0
T, is parenls were Germans
% in Ballingrane, County Limerick.
BEallingrane was one of the main
colonies of Lutheran Protestants who
in 1708 had left their homes on the
banks of the Rhine, in the Palatinate,
to escape fthe reecutl Roman
Catholie zeal of uis XIV. Many
emigrated to America, but about eight
hundred families went to Ireland, of
whom the majority were seitled as
tarmers in County Limerick. Although
some later intermarried with the Irish
Catholics, they usually kept themselves
1o themselves, indeed were not accepted
by the native Irish. Their Lutheranism
and their morals’ alike suffered from
the lack of pastoral oversight.- John
Wesley claimed that, *having no
minisier, they were become emibent
for drunkenness, cursing, swearing.
and an utter neghect of religion.” Him-
sell owing so greal & splritua] debt o
Germany, he had been deeply inter-
ested in the welfare of the
Palatines ever since he heard ho
the spring of 1748, a group of them had
Lstened 1o one of 'h:s preachers In
Limerick, and had exclaimed, * This is
like the preaching we used to hear in
Germany!™

Methodist preachers were speedily
invited 1o Ballingrane, where they won
over the teacher of the Gesman school
Philip Guier. Guier became a local
preacher, and accomplished such a
reformation in the area that even a
century later Methodist ministers were
surprised to find his reputation irans
ferred to themselves, for prople wu.u!d
call after them, “There goes Philip
Guer, who drove the devil out of
Ballingrane."

1t was under old Philip Guier that
his young namesake Philip Embury had
received the rudiments of his education
—in German, of couse. Later he
studied at an English schoo] in the
neighbourhood, probably at Rathkeale.

By the time the selllemant came under
the influence of Methodism, #
Embury was alresdy out of his school-
ing, and nearing the end of his
apprenticeship as a carpenter. He
proved very skillul at his trade, s well
as both intelligent, honest, and obliging.
destined 1o  become -8

somewhal

- .
PSLEY had been in Limerick—ihe
third largest city in Ireland, with
three pre-

< America,

By
DR. FRANK BAKER

under the influence of a sacramental
service, such as that at Delvin Pa

previous Christmas, bui it
ikely that it was through
ality of a Methodist
name thit
. one of the
ist p. ing |
tationed

drst- of Methodi
Ireland, who 3
Limerick Circuit uniil Christmas, 1752,
for he would probaoly be in Limerick
ilzelf that day. It was almost ceriainly

]

Philip Gi preaching at Ballingrane,
Soon P Embury was appointed a
class led it Bobingrane, and lol-

towed in Guict's footsteps by serving as
a local preacher in the area. When
Wesley visited Limerick, in June,
ne spent a night at Ballingrane.

id pot enjoy lodging in one of their
the houses'—"nolL Very warm or
impressed

elegant "—but he was decply §
by the * plain, artiess, serious peopl
themseives. Encouraged the
example of Guicr and Embury, other
clagses hod been formed, even among
the non-Methodisis.

Wesley preached again in Limerick
in the summer of 1738, By this time
Philip Embury had so matured spiri-
tually that at
cnce in Bristol Wi propased him as
a trave ling preacher, Embury did not
Jeave his carpenier’s bench after all,
however, even though work wus be-
coming increasingly difficult to oblan,
He had plans. He was now thirty,
and intended fo make a home lor him-
self with Margaret Switzer, a girl liide

more than hall his o ther
Palatine, trom Courtma bury
had struggled hard to se< Mutno-

dist preacning-house [or the commumnty
at Courtmatrix, and had given his own
too-liltle-necded lime 0 L tusk,
though the building was oo small 1o
hold the crowd when Wesley preached
there in the summer of 356 On
November 27 of that year, in Ra
Church, Philip Embury and Murgaret
Switzer were married,

It was not 2 good time to begm
housekeeping. The Germans had o
& lme been given preferential treat-
ment over the Irisp tenani fammess,
This very fact created a bacvier of
antagonism, and in some places the
Palalines were g:gduu:l{v bring boy-
cotted info star ¥
visited Limerick a
wrote that the Germsam set
market and rane - with all their
diligence and trugality could not pro-
cure even the coarsest food to eat and
the meancst ralment to put on, wndes
their merciful landlords, so thag most
been forced to seok
aces, some of them in
[ lreland, but the greater

* L] * L]

A:\lo:\'c the faces Wesley missed were

thase of Philip Embury, and his
cousin Barbara Ruckle, now marteed 1o
Faul Heck, Embury had organised &
compazty of tweniy-live Germans, who
planned to make thelr foriune by
manelactaring linen amd hemp in
confident that a setilement
would readily be available for such a
Purpose in that lund of opportunity. In
the spring of 1760 they sazled from 1he
cusiom-house quay at Limerick, on
board the Perry, Captain Hogan, and
arrived in New York on August 10.
Soon after then arrival they applied
for land, but were disappointed. Nor
was it too casy
Tradesmen  abounded
though it was a lown of only some
pwelve thousand inhabitanis, about hall

ihe size of the Limerick which they had
left behind. Acrordingly Embury sel
up as a Imasier.

Methodists in New

Te were No
paturally Em-

The

¥, of course. Quile
g:-:)":ﬂd his friends attached them-
selves 1o the Church of their fathers.
When ':_mrk‘l’l‘iillﬂ‘%agw emigrated 10
New Yol n ¥
Trinity Lutheran Church, where the
ched in German,

Albert with whom
quickly struck up a friendship.
Christmas of 1760 Embury ma

first communion in a Lutheran church.

¢ subsequent Confer—

The name of his young wife is missing
from Church on this occasion,
for their first baby had just been born.
The Emburys’ child was baptised ai the
church on Jenuary 8, 1761, as Calhar-

hy

who Wis a sponsor, eir other chil-
dren were also baptised there—dJohann
Albert (alter the pastor, who was sole
sponsor) on October 10, 1762, and

Samuc] on September 24, 1763,

the Lutherans “ i

next door to the Lutheran Mir
Already in March, 1761, Embury was
named, as future schoolmaster
there, though the building would not be
completed until May. He advert.sed in
Weyman's New York Gazette lor
private pupils to augment his income.
Meantime he also gried to keep the
linen and hemp project alive. In 1764
his company oblained a grant of 10,000
acres in Aibany, only to find the land
unsuitzble. In 1785 they were granted
anotier 8,000 acres—land which was
conveyed to théem amid the siormy
atmosphere of bitter American resisi-
the English Stamp Tax. About
¢ time most of the remaining
population of B:thinme arrived in
New York., Many of

to the Emburys and the Hecks, though
only a few were Methodists. What
followed some months later shook Em-
bury out of his routine once mere, out
of his secure profession as & leacher,
out of his business ventuies, out of his
guiet " allegiance to  the Lutheran
Church,

L * - *

THI.' story has often been told, with

varying details, though there is no
doubting its essential truth. Barbaza
Hetk came into her kitchen one Octo-
per evesing to find a group of tha
recent Irish-German immigrants play-
ing curds. She lifted a corner of her
apron, swept the cards intg It and
flung them into the fire. After a fow
sharp words of rebuke she pulled on
her bonnet and hurried aloug to ber
cousin Philip's, for he was the acknow-
ledged  leader of the commun.ly.
“ Prilip,” she said, * vou must preach
1o us, op we shall all go to hell, and
God will require our bloeod at your
hands!™ ¢

« How can I preach?” he replied. 1
have aeither a house nor 3 congrega-
tham.”

Came the devasiating rejoinder:
“ Preach in your own house and 1o your
own company first.

Embury accepled the rebuke, and
formed the first Methodist closs
meeting in New York. There were

only six of them at the fi-sy gathering
—ihe 1wo
1o

Emburys, the two Hecks
her with their African servani
ang John Lawren:e, one of the
cargd players, who loter married Em-
pury’s widow. The work thus com-
menced in October, 1766, however, was
the trickling source of what was soon
1o breome a mighty river. As thi com-
pany expanded they moved to & poom
near the British barracks, With the
advent of Captaln Thomas Webb ol
Bristol, in February, 1767, more space
was needed, and a large rigging-loft
was occupied.  This gave place in 1768
to the first Wesley Cnapel of the world,
built in John Street—built in part by
the labour of Philip Embury’s hands,
with his oid Irish clock ticking away on
the wall ry was the unpaid

astor of this first Methodist society in

ew York, and be preached the fist
sermon in the new church, from the
pulpit which he himscll had con-
structed.

The story of Embury's labours in
New York reached Ireland and Eng-
land by means of Captein Webb.
Siirred by the news, Robert Willinms
adventured forth from Ireland to join

arrt in America in

ving
1769. He was followed two or
by Richard Board-

age of forty-five.

death at the ear

ine Elisabeth, after her :m_alemal aunt |

For no o
BT

than that It is Christr

e, 5
ate the Iocal brass band p
benumbed  fin; * Hail

morn,” the most untheslog
take up the words of the Creed and
sing, “ True God of true Gad, begoiten
mot created” and the hardest of hearts
melt as infant voices sing ** Away in @&
manger, no crib for a bed.” 3
The gift of song has presecved the
inherent gladness of the season; especis
ally where men of sterner iempera-
ment would have decreed otherwise
Even in the grey days of the sixteenth
century when Christmas, with all other
festivals of the Church Calendar, was
banned, even in parts of Scotland
where New Year has taken precedence
cver Christmas Day-—everywhere, in
tact, where the name of Christmas has
been remembered, it has retained some-
thing of that underlone of joy. The
keynote has ever R

And therefore be merry, el sorrow

agide,
Christ Jesus, our Saviour, was born on
this tide.

- * L] *

\WITH the Methodist Hymn Book and

N the School Hymn Book at their
dizposal, Methodisis have no exeuse for
t glving Christmas its true and
highest musical setting. The hymns of
Charles Wesley have been dealt with
before in these columns, so we shall
here devote our atteation to the other
nymns which are in our books

The compilers of the School Hymn
Book are io be congratulated on having
brought into service so MaMy carols.
(Not all of them, be it noted. fgr Chrisi-

mas—there are some excellent Easter(
carels, too) Carols, as distmel from
hymns, express 1A e joy and
sbandon w re of Christ-

mas wherever it is celebrated. Invarl-
ably they are bright and tuneful and,
mwore often than not, their authorship is
unknown.

For generations they were nover
written down, and have only come to

awdy down the ye An attempt 1o
commit some of these carols to wiiting
made by a London solicitor called
William Sandys (17 B74), We ate
certainly glad he made the effort; for,
thanks 1o him, we now have in our
book that quaint, bul very lively, " A
Virgin mawt D as ihe prophets do
tell,” and the betler-known * The frst
Nowell the angels did say.” We should
have been much poorer with such as
these. There is, by the way, & tung
named after Bim in our book—Sandys
(5897 y—sct to * Teach me, my God and

us by being sung from mother 10 child..

Qur ChristmasHymns
BY REV. JOHN C. BOWMER, M.A,B.D.

the words and J. 5. Bach

Verse i is typical of the spirit of o
tlon which pervades the whole
hymn :—

Were earth o thousand fimes o
Heset with gold and jewels

She et were far ioo poor (o be
Lo

A narrow
From the =
hardt's  ** All L
rejoices " (121)  The
many ways the Charle:
Reformation. ~ John W
esteemed his work so h
translate much of it for the

Methodist Secivlies
)

erodle,
it

For many people the ver,

Christmag is summed
Nacht (123). In Germar
is always sung on Christmas

which rather takes preeminence over
Christmas Day in that country, Before
we leave the Continen!, wi notice
In Dulci Jubilo (1
co-operation of the organist,
well be sung alongside Bach's ma
chorale prelede of the same title,
- * - -
N our own land Christains is unthi
able without the calling
faithful in Adeste Fideles (118).
though this hymn i= a translation from
the Latin, it is not 08 old as once was
thought. Until recently no one knew
pnything about
ance in a manu.
elghteenth century. ln 1846, however,
a monk of Buckfast Abbey—Dom John
Stéphan—discovered @ tle book
which pointed to John Francis Wade, a
priest copyist for Roman Catholle
fami! in Great Britain, as author of
the words as well as compaser of the
tune. It dates to about 1744, It
become a firm favourite and ne
forty ‘ranslations are known o
Really, it Is worthy of being s
any time of the year; its sturdy aff
tion of our faith would hav.
vigorating effect upon our ©
tions ay any season.
If we wani a re
hymn-on the Incar
o “Of the Father's i
{8#3) which, although not include

n
the Christmas section, is quite suitable

for the season. It is one of the oldest
hymns we have in the baok and il
stitutes one of our most valuab)
with the early Church. As the name
of the tume, Corde 'Notue, is also the
first two words of the Latin original,
we can be sife that words and musie
have long been wedded. The author,
Prudentius, was a Spanish Christian of
the late fourth century and one of [he
last of the great writers of Classical
Latin. His first verse was no doubt
weitten with the Arians In mind—the
heretics who  virtually denied the
divinity of Christ and sore rent the
Church of the fourth century, Here Is

Prudenilus: — 1

Of the Father's love begotten,

Ere the worlds began to be,

He is Alpha and Omega,

King, 5 another old West
Cour

Several of these old carol tunes are
set In our book to words which e

nothing 1o do with Chs pas. Thia
endrig nyght (846) is a mast besutiful
fifleenth-ceniury English earcl, and it

5 EVCT-
uged. The

is & pity it is tied toa
ing hymn and o Litk]
original bega
This ¢ nyght
1 suw o syght
A sture oo bryght as day;

wi e
A Babe is
and Cherry

are

t xol Hy:
we mine our richest
of carol music. At pnoe we come 1o

such tunes as Ding, Dong ! Merrily on
§ od rest pou merry (3230,
(521), The Holly and the
i n we have
hich is

High (5

In guicler &

Ty asleeping (521), w
origin, Rocking (330)
wvakia, and In der Wiegen
Children love

Bethil'er
of Polish
Crechos)

(5261, which is German,
to sing 1hese.
Germany Is the home of much that
is traditionally sssociated with Christ-
mas—{ir-trees  and  candles, snow,
lullabics, and Santa Claus; so wg have
inherited a wealth of devotional verse
and song {rom that couniry, To many
of us Christmas is always richer for a
performance Bach's  Christmes
Oratorio. The beauly of the slumber
song, the ethereal calm of the Pastoral
Symphony, and ibhe depth of such
chorales as * How shall 1 fitly meet
Thee?" never lose thelr nppe_al.
foretasie of all this, however, Is in our
book In that hymn of rare beayty,
“Give heed, my heart, lift up thine
eves” (126), Sandwiched betwecn Beth-
leheni (125) and St. Winifred (127), Vam
Himmel Hoch s passed over although
it §s in every way vastly superior 10
either of its neighbours. Bat it is mot
he capability of an average
r a § quartet, and if the
Sorvices of the organist ¢an be entisted
to play one of Back's chorale preludes
on the tune, n musical offesing ol the

preach and highest order will result, Hymn and

il Ry S e | e e S e T
exertl strength; naturally, i

;:: mmmﬂt,‘ o ‘wﬁt l.hmln :“iﬁ: joint work of the bwo real giants of

the Reformation—MarTin Luther for

He the souree and ending, He,
Of the things that are. thai have béem
And that future pears shall see,
Epermore and everinghe,

The flowing melody of Corde N
1s soon learmt and generall]
learnt, greatly loved
reason, except indolence, why it should
not be sung more often than it is.

. = = @

herds, and so forth—Is why
pened, Wesley, of course, makes Us
sing theology :—

in flesh the Godhead see,
Ry,

Huil, Incornaie {117}
©uir God comtrucied 10 o spam,
Tncomprehensibly mode mita, ~ (142)

God the inpisible appears :
God, the blest, the great [ AM,
Sopourns in this vale of teors,
And Jesus is His nome.
There are modern hymins whi
give us an inlerpre jon of CI
Christina Rossetid’s
three verses should not be ov
~ Love came down at
The key to the

v
Wership we the Godhead

Die

1138)
Perhaps we could pot do better than

Love Ircarnate, Love

copclude with the prayer wi may
well be on all our lips this Christmas.
1t is the last verse of Laurence Hous
man's * The Maker of the sun
moon,” appropriately set to Newbury,
an old English carel:—
rfect Lave, outpassing sight,
Light beyond our ken,
Come down through all the world
{136)

to-night
And heal the hearts of men,

—————
——
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“Philip Embury’s Christmas Conversion.” Methodist Recorder (December 24, 1952): 7.

“On Christmas day:—being Monday the 25th of December, in the year
1752; the Lord Shone in to my Soul by a glimpse of his Redeeming love: being an
Earnest of my redemption in Christ Jesus, to whom be glory for Ever and Ever.
Amen. Phil. Embury.”

This record, penned two hundred years ago in a little notebook, could be parralleled a
score of times in the diaries of early Methodism—for they were great diarists in those days.
Peculiar significance attaches to this particular entry, however, a significance not fully
recognised during Embury’s own short lifetime, nor for long after his death. This Christmas
conversion was a landmark in the wonderful story of American Methodism. For it was Philip
Embury, goaded by his cousin Barbara Heck, who was the pioneer of Methodism in New York.

I wish we could claim Embury’s first birth for Christmas Day, as well as his second—as
indeed some American authorities have ventured to do. The fact seems to be, however, that he
was baptised on September 29, 1728, and had presumably been born a week or so earlier. His
parents were Germans living in Ballingrane, County Limerick. Ballingrane was one of the main
colonies of Lutheran Protestants who in 1709 had left their homes on the banks of the Rhine, in
the Palatinate, to escape the persecuting Roman Catholic zeal of Louis XIV. Many emigrated to
America, but about eight hundred families went to Ireland, of whom the majority were settled as
farmers in County Limerick. Although some later intermarried with the Irish Catholics, they
usually kept themselves to themselves, indeed were not accepted by the native Irish. Their
Lutheranism and their morals alike suffered from the lack of pastoral oversight. John Wesley
claimed that, “having no minister, they were become eminent for drunkenness, cursing,
swearing, and an utter neglect of religion.” Himself owing so great a spiritual debt to Germany,
he had been deeply interested in the welfare of the Irish Palatines ever since he heard how, in the
spring of 1749, a group of them had listened to one of his preachers in Limerick, and had
exclaimed, “This is like the preaching we used to hear in Germany!”

Methodist preachers were speedily invited to Ballingrane, where they won over the
teacher of the German school, Philip Guier. Guier became a local preacher, and accomplished
such a reformation in the area that even a century later Methodist ministers were surprised to
find his reputation transferred to themselves, for people would call after them, “There goes
Philip Guier, who drove the devil out of Ballingrane.”

It was under old Philip Guier that his young namesake Philip Embury had received the
rudiments of his education—in German, of course. Later he studied at an English school in the
neighbourhood, probably at Rathkeale. By the time the settlement came under the influence of
Methodism, however, Embury was already out of his schooling, and nearing the end of his
apprenticeship as a carpenter. He proved very skilful at his trade, as well as both intelligent,
honest, and obliging. He seemed destined to become a respected tradesman of somewhat
reserved manners and a very sober outlook. The coming of John Wesley to the area in August,
1752, however, gave a new purpose and a new spiritual power to his life.

Wesley had been in Limerick—the third largest city in Ireland, with a population of
30,000—on three previous occasions. This visit of 1752, however, was momentous in many
ways. It was the occasion of the first Irish Conference. After conferring with the preachers
Wesley remained in the area for about a week, examining the infant societies, and preaching in
fresh places. As a result an eighteen-year-old girl named Barbara Ruckle became a member of



the Methodist society at Ballingrane. Under her married name of Heck she later achieved fame
as the “Mother of American Methodism.” During the same visit her cousin, Philip Embury,
heard Wesley for the first time. The seed then sown germinated the following Christmas Day. It
may have been under the influence of a sacramental service, such as that at Delvin Parish Church
the previous Christmas, but it seems more likely that it was through the instrumentality of a
Methodist preacher. I believe we can name that preacher. Not John Fisher, one of the first-fruits
of Methodist preaching in Ireland, who was stationed in the Limerick Circuit until Christmas,
1752; for he would probably be in Limerick itself that day. It was almost certainly Philip Guier,
preaching at Ballingrane.

Soon Philip Embury was appointed a class leader at Balingrane, and followed in Guier’s
footsteps by serving as a local preacher in the area. When next Wesley visited Limerick, in June,
1756, he spent a night at Ballingrane. He did not enjoy lodging in one of their “little
houses”—"“not very warm or elegant”—but he was deeply impressed by the “plain, artless,
serious people” themselves. Encouraged by the example of Guier and Embury, other classes had
been formed, even among the non-Methodists.

Wesley preached again in Limerick in the summer of 1758. By this time Philip Embury
had so matured spiritually that at the subsequent Conference in Bristol Wesley proposed him as a
travelling preacher. Embury did not leave his carpenter’s bench after all, however, even though
work was becoming increasingly difficult to obtain. He had other plans. He was now thirty, and
intended to make a home for himself with Margaret Switzer, a girl little more than half his age,
another Palatine, from Courtmatrix. Embury had struggled hard to secure a Methodist
preaching-house for the community at Courtmatrix, and had given his own too-little-needed time
to the task, though the building was too small to hold the crowd when Wesley preached there in
the summer of 1758. On November 27 of that year, in Rathkeale Church, Philip Embury and
Margaret Switzer were married.

It was not a good time to begin housekeeping. The Germans had for a time been given
preferential treatment over the Irish tenant farmers. This very fact created a barrier of
antagonism, and in some places the Palatines were gradually being boycotted into starvation.
When Wesley visited Limerick again in July, 1760, he wrote that the German settlers in
Newmarket and Ballingrane “with all their diligence and frugality could not procure even the
coarsest food to eat and the meanest raiment to put on, under their merciful landlords, so that
most of [them] have been forced to seek bread in other places, some of them in distant parts of
Ireland, but the greater part in America.”

Among the faces Wesley missed were those of Philip Embury, and his cousin Barbara
Ruckle, now married to Paul Heck. Embury had organised a company of twenty-five Germans,
who planned to make their fortune by manufacturing linen and hemp in America, confident that
a settlement would readily be available for such a purpose in that land of opportunity. In the
spring of 1760 they sailed from the custom-house quay at Limerick, on board the Perry, Captain
Hogan, and arrived in New York on August 10. Soon after their arrival they applied for land, but
were disappointed. Nor was it too easy to find other jobs. Tradesmen abounded in New York,
though it was a town of only some twelve thousand inhabitants, about half the size of the
Limerick which they had left behind. Accordingly Embury set up as a schoolmaster.

There were no Methodists in New York, of course. Quite naturally Embury and his
friends attached themselves to the Church of their fathers. When the Palatines had emigrated to
New York, in 1729 they built the Trinity Lutheran Church, where the pastors preached in
German, English, and Dutch. When the Ballingrane contingent arrived the pastor was Johann



Albert Weygand, with whom Embury quickly struck up a friendship. That Christmas of 1760
Embury made his first communion in a Lutheran church. The name of his young wife is missing
from the Church Book on this occasion, for their first baby had just been born. The Emburys’
child was baptised at the church on January 9, 1761, as Catharine Elisabeth, after her maternal
aunt, who was a sponsor. Their other children were also baptised there—Johann Albert (after the
pastor, who was sole sponsor) on October 10, 1762, and Samuel on September 24, 1765.

Embury soon left his first teaching post at Mr. Foster’s in Carman’s Street. A school was
being built for the Lutherans “in Little Queen-street, next door to the Lutheran Ministers.”
Already in March, 1761, Embury was named as the future schoolmaster there, though the
building would not be completed until May. He advertised in Weyman’s New York Gazette for
private pupils to augment his income. Meantime he also tried to keep the linen and hemp project
alive. In 1763 his company obtained a grant of 10,000 acres in Albany, only to find the land
unsuitable. In 1765 they were granted another 8,000 acres—land which was conveyed to them
amid the stormy atmosphere of bitter American resistance to the English Stamp Tax. About the
same time most of the remaining population of Ballingrane arrived in New York. Many of them
were related to the Emburys and the Hecks, though only a few were Methodists. What followed
some months later shook Embury out of his routine once more, out of his secure profession as a
teacher, out of his business ventures, out of his quiet allegiance to the Lutheran Church.

The story has often been told, with varying details, though there is no doubting its
essential truth. Barbara Heck came into her kitchen one October evening to find a group of the
recent Irish-German immigrants playing cards. She lifted a corner of her apron, swept the cards
into it, and flung them into the fire. After a few sharp words of rebuke she pulled on her bonnet
and hurried along to her cousin Philip’s, for he was the acknowledged leader of the community.
“Philip,” she said, “you must preach to us, or we shall all go to hell, and God will require our
blood at your hands!”

“How can I preach?” he replied. “I have neither a house nor a congregation.”

Came the devastating rejoinder: “Preach in your own house and to your own company
first.”

Embury accepted the rebuke, and formed the first Methodist class meeting in New York.
There were only six of them at the first gathering—the two Emburys, the two Hecks together
with their African servant Betty, and John Lawrence, one of the card players, who later married
Embury’s widow. The work thus commenced in October, 1766, however, was the trickling
source of what was soon to become a mighty river. As the company expanded they moved to a
room near the British barracks. With the advent of Captain Thomas Webb of Bristol, in
February, 1767, more space was needed, and a large rigging-loft was occupied. This gave place
in 1769 to the first Wesley Chapel of the world, build in John Street—built in part by the labour
of Philip Embury’s hands, with his old Irish clock ticking away on the wall. Embury was the
unpaid pastor of this first Methodist society in New York, and he preached the first sermon in the
new church, from the pulpit which he himself had constructed.

The story of Embury’s labours in New York reached Ireland and England by means of
Captain Webb. Stirred by the news, Robert Williams adventured forth from Ireland to join
Embury, arriving in America in August, 1769. He was followed two or three months later by
Richard Boardman and Joseph Pilmoor, official preachers sent by the Methodist Conference.
Embury was content to resign the work into their hands, and in 1770 removed to the settlement
of Ashgrove-Camden, obtained five years earlier. Here he founded another Methodist society,
preaching and working at his old trade, a highly respected figure in the community, until over



exertion as he was mowing brought about his death at the early age of forty-five.

By Dr. Frank Baker
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