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ON EVANGELICA . MYSTICISM,

TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH OF THE REV. J. FLETCHER.

BY THE LATE REV. MILES MARTINDALE.

Soxr. persons think all mysticism contrary to reason ; and a work is
deemed mystical if it contain truths a little more profound, or thoughts
more sublime than what they are already acquainted with. A few
remarks on this dangerous prejudice may not be unworthy of the serious
reader’s attention. .

The rational mysticism, found in many excellent works, both ancient
and modern, is a thin veil covering the naked truth, to improve her
beauty, to quicken the attention of sincere seckers, to augment the plea-
sure of discovery, and to conccal her charms from the prying cyes of
her enemies.

Poems, in general, and the sacred oracles in particular, abound with
this miysticism, which consists in figures, allusions, comparisons, meta.
phors, types, allegories, apologues, and parables.  David, for instance,
simply tells us, God is attentive to the prayers of sincere seekers.
Homer presents the same truth veiled in a prosopopaia, when he says,
“ Prayers are the daughters of Jupiter ;” and consequently of celestial
origin, and their influence Divine.

To this mysticism, which personifies virtues, vices, and the passions ;
dignifies animals with rcason, and imparts life and speech to inanimate
beings, our poets are indebted for the most sublime beauties of their
works : had this imagery been wholly banished from my performance,
I could not, with any propriety, have given it the name of a poem.

When a wise mysticisim veils disagrecable truths, it may be compared
to leaves of gold which bitter pills are sometimes covered with. Thus
the Prophet Nathan, by concealing a terrible rebuke under a well.chosen
apologue, brought King David to pass a just scntence upon the seducer
of Unah’s wife. ‘Thus Fenelon, under the character of Mentor ; and
Racine, under the personages acting in his Esther, and Athalia, pre.
sumed to give lessons of wisdom and moderation to Lewis X1V., which
would not have been received but through the prudent mysticisin of the
authors. In imitation of these I have sometimes introduced the apostles
giving advice to Christians, at other times the feathered tribes offering
instruction to the human race, but not like Fontaine, who suys,—

De la simple nature encontez les lecons, &e. -

To simple nature’s sacred lore attend,

Your ears to scaly tribes submissive bend,
Creation always speaks the numbers penn'd :
Foresight and diligence in them are join'd,
By animals I lecture all mankind.






EVANGELICAL MYSTICISM, 9

his disciples on feebleness, another on dependence, a third on the need
of close and constant union with him, a fourth on the invisible manner
in which he communicates his grace, a fifth on the fruits of’ the Spirit,
unfolds all these important truths in two words: «I am the vine,” says
le, «“ve are the branches.” ¢«Here is mysticism,” savs prejudice.
% Yes,” replies candour, *but it is a mysticism glowing with the Divine
wisdom, and shedding luminous rays on the most profound truths, a
mysticism having more light and cnergy than all the subtle arguments
of the schoolmen; in fine, a mysticism which lays the most sublime truths
on a level with simple and unlearned people.

Nevertheless, I allow there is an extravagant mysticism, by which vio.
lence is done to sound criticism, in quitting, without reason, the literal
sensc of the Scriptures, and running into ridiculous and furced allegories.
The authors who incline to this error, for which Origen was reproached,
are blamable. But let us distinguish between frivolous mysticism and
that which cautiously penetrates the bark or veil of religion to sound its
depths, and discover in the sacred oracles a spiritual and heavenly sense,
though veiled with figures which, in their general acceptance, signify
nothing more than common things.

It would be impossible, without this wise mysticisin, to understand the
Scriptures, which, in many places, offer nothing but a coarse meaning,
equally unworthy of the Holy Ghost, and of common sense.  IFor instance,
what literal meaning is there in these words of Moses? ¢ Circunicise
the foreskin of vour hearts, and harden not your necks. 'I'he Lord
will circumcise your hearts thut ye may love him with all your soul.”
And what literal sense can we tix to the words of David, when he says,
“The Lord is iny rock and my fortress, my buckler, and the horn of
my salvation 7°  All the sacred writers may be cited to prove the neces.
sty of admitting mysticism in the manner it is done in the following
work.

To confine every thing in the Bible to a literal meaning, is sinking to
alevel with the carnal Jews. Jesus attacked this error, saying to Nico-
demus, « Except a man be born again he cannot see the kingdom of
God.” The Jewish doctor replied with astonishinent, « How can a man
be born again when he is old ! Can he enter again into his mother’s
womb, and be born amain?” ‘The answer of our Saviour applies not
anly to Nicodemus, but to all those who bury the mystical sense in the
grss and literal meaning, and subjugate the spirit to the letter.

The apostles themsclves, during the time of their novitiate, not unfre.
quently attached a ridiculous sense to the words of their Master, and by
U letter slew the spirit.  'When Jesus Christ made an allusion to the
sumess of the Pharisces’ doctrine, the gall of their characters, and the
literness of their discourses; “ Beware,” said he, “of the leaven of
these false devotecs.” The aposties being severally attached to the let.
ter, imagined our Lord meant the leaven used in fermenting bread : but
calling them to the mystical sense of the words, he said, « O ye of little
faith ! [or of small discernment,] how is it that ye do not understand that
I spuke not concerning bread, when I said unto you, Beware of the learen
of the Pharisees ”  ‘This proof opened their eyes, and they perceived
that the leaven of which he spake was the traditions of the Jewish

dortors.
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that brutality which fell on Nebuchadnezzar; and continues in this
deplorable state, till the pride of his heart is humbled sufficiently to
recollect, like that degraded monarch, that the Most High governs the
world, and that a Divine Providence superintends all things. Then
returning to himself, with all the regenerate, he is able to understand
the meaning of spiritual life. He discovers that our spirits, as well as
our bodies, may here find that beauty, fortitude, and pleasure, which are
saitable to the dignity of their nature.”

Thus speaks this ingenious divine and philosopher. And I confess, I
would much rather be blamed unjustly by superficial philosophers, than
be compared to Nebuchadnezzar, by the celebrated aythor whose words
are here cited.

GRACE AND NATURE.

Waex St. Paul exhorts Christiuns to improve their grace, (or the
spiritual aids which God bestows on reasonable creatures,) he says,
“Rejoice evermore, and in every thing give thanks to the Lord.”
Gratitude, which naturally utters its feclings in praise, is so essential a
part of Christian worship, that the contrary disposition is, by this apostle,
represented as characteristic of obdurate Pagans: “They are inex-
cusable,” said he, ¢ because having known God,” by his works, «they
dd not glorify him as God,” nor render him due praise. They forgot
their greatest benefactor, and behaved like Atheists in refusing him the
tribute of adoration. .

If grace leads us to celebrate the God of all grace, nature, in like
manner, calls upon us to celebrate her invisible Author. “It is neces.
mry,” says M. de Luc, in his History of the Earth, «daily to recall
men to the original bias of human nature, which certainly was the
wdmiration of the universe. That every step we advance in discoveries
should be compared with our ideas of a wise and intelligent Cause,” &c.
To follow the advice of this physician, is to proceed by the light of the
wiverse, to the knowledge of her author. By this mean, religion
valks hand in hand with philosophy, and grace and nature are united.
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of your mission? Credentials! fine demand! Do you then listen to these
wulgar opinions 7 Do you believe in a revelation? Open your eyes, and be-
hold how nature contradicts your fables! &c. If you have made these
discoveries in nature by your own faculties, I will examine also, for I
have faculties similar to yours, and shall be very cautious in ﬁxmg my
opinion upon the authority of any man, whoever he may be, concerning
objects of this vast importance.

« Hence,” continues M. de Luc, “ arbse my great inclination for this
science, which the schools call the knoldedge of nature. 1 was deter-

. mined to know for myself what man could discover there. No, said I
to myeelf, no, I will not relinquish, on the authority of any person, those
laws which hitherto have appeared conformable to all the feclings of
my heart, or that hope of future bliss which, amidst all the innocent
pleasures resulting from society, are, in my esteem, more valuable than
existence. I will not, upon the credit of any man, render myself offen-
sive to this Being, on the belief of whom I rest as upon a centre, and
who through the universe unfolds to my sight the most admirable har-
mony ; by whose existence I am restrained from the commission of the
evils too prevalent in society, nor am I alone in the lonely desert !

¢ They do not credit, they say, the facts which have been transmitted
from Moses to the first Christians, and from the primitive Christians
‘down to us! These form, however, the basis of all revelation, the most
ﬁ:orioun display of light upon the universe, and the first foundation of

hopes. But if some of these facts be true, such, for instance, as
the universality of the deluge, and the destruction of the earth by water,
would there not remeain some traces of them on the face of the globe ?
¥ will then go in pursuit of them, I will study the phenomena, and I will
see how they explain them who reject the sacred text.

¢ 1 undertook to observe the moral and physical world; I read what
these philosophers said upon these subjects, and I soon suspec(ed that
‘those who abandoned Moses, saw but darkly, or reasoned without ex-
amination. The farther I carried my researches in this manner, the
more was I convinced of their error; and cheerful serenity returned to
my mind.

« Nor was I less struck thh the deplorable effects produced by this
system among certain individuals, and through them to society at large ;
the schemes of Atheism, of Fatalism, and of Materialism, children of
impaticnce and false learning. There I beheld a morality withou.
principle, politics separated from their truc design, and a happiness with-
out any durable source. I observed a number of unfortunate persons,
victims to opinions which they did not comprehend, and repeating ruinous
creeds to which they had no other attachment but the force of fashion,
and the confidential tone with which they were supported ; and I saw
that they werc unable to extricate themselves from these shackles ; be-
cause a single word produced a doubt, and it required decp study to
dissipate the darkness.

< Hitherto I have only spoken of mysclf, and have donc it with this
view, to discover the internal history of man ; and the progress of his
ideas on a subject which contains so much happmcss and this man is
none but myself, merely because I am the best acquainted with him.
But I must associate my brother with me, who, next to myself, is the






20 EULOGY ON CHRISTIAN PHILOSOPHERS.

bottom of the deepest valleys, and down the most terrible precipices.
But I refer the reader to the work itself, where he will find himself both
amused and profited ; and I will eonclude this extract with a sketch of
the character which M. de Luc gives of his celebrated compatriot, J. J.
Rousseau.

«This haughty, but honest man,” says he, “ knowing the weakness
of human reason in the pursuit of truth, sensibly felt the despotism which
was exercised in the bogom of the Church, even by those who ought to
have made revelation respectable. He was grieved to see the most
essential part of religion falling a victim in the great world, through the
unskilfulness of its defenders; and believing that he ought to hasten to
its succour, and at least to give some support to the morals and hopes
which are drawn from reason, he ranked himself on the side of those
philosophers, who seek only in this way for a foundation of morality to
combat, more certainly, the monstrous systems of Atheism and Material-
jsm, which leave man without hope and without restraint.

" < He too much doubted the influence of religion in herself, and being

ed in the heat of the contest, he went farther than he at first
intended. He respected Christianity from the bottom of his heart : this .
I know, and this he has declared. But wishing to put an end to the
persecution exercised on those who may, in sincerity, seek for the foun-
dation of morality out of the Bible, he undertook to prove that the
characters rising from this source were not sufficiently authentic, to
affix the charge of impiety upon those who sought them elsewhere.
Bminwl;mpdngtopmvethishewmtedevideim,mdmkinw
doubts. He was deceived concerning the force of these objections to
Christianity ; for the most part they are only such difficulties as men
meet with in their examinations of any subject, and those which appear
more formidable are easily solved.”

v
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A LETTER FROM THE REV. MR. FLETCHER,
TO
THE REV. MR. PROTHERO,

IN DEFENCE OF

EXPERIMENTAL RELIGION*

MapzrEy, Jidy 25, 1761.

Rav. Sm,—The elegant sermon you preached at the visitation, got
you, no doubt, the thanks of your known hearers, Permit an unknown
one to add his to theirs, and to pay to merit a just tribute. It gave me
exceeding great satisfaction to see you stand up so boldly in de: of
revealed religion against Deists and infidels, and, by ingenious observa-
tions and cogent arguments, force them out of their strong hold, a blind
confidence in reason. I could not help wishing that they did every
where meet with opponents so able to fight them with their own weapons.
Were this the case, there would not be so much room to lament the over.
flowings of Deism among men of reason and learning.

The second part of your discourse, whercin you endeavoured to guard
the truth from the other extreme, superstition and enthusiasm, deserves
o less to be commended, on account of the goodness of your design. It
is the duty of a preacher to keep the sacred truths committed to him, as
well from being perverted by enthusiasts, as crushed by infidels. The
rocks on which both split are equally dangerous, and we see daily that
nothing exposes so much the mysteries of Christianity to the scom of
freethinkers, as the words and behaviour of those who suppose themsclves
under the inspiration of God’s Spirit, when, it appears, that they are led
oaly by the weakness of their mind and nerves, by spiritual pride and
the warmth of their imagination. Boasting of communion with God, and

*We find this letter referred to in a letter of Mr. Fletcher to the Rev. Charles
Wesley, dated August 18,1761, and recorded in pago 73 of his life, octavo edition,
in the following words: *‘I do not know whether I mentioned to you a sermon
preached at the archdeacon’s visitation. It is almost all levelled at the points
which are called * The Doctrines of Methodism,’ and as the preacher is minister
of a parish near mine, it is probable he had me in his eye. After the sermon,
another clergyman addressed me with an air of triumph, and demanded what
answer I could make? As seyeral of my parishioners were present, beside the
churchwardens, I thought it my duty to take the matter up; and I have done so,
by writing a long lotter to the preacher, in which I have touched the prin:li'rl
mistakes of his discourse, with as much politeness and freedom as I was H
but I have as yet had no answer. [And, it seems, he never had any.] I could
have wished for your advice before I sealed my letter; but as I could not have it,
1 bave been very cautious, entrenching r:L-nlf behind tho ramparts of Scripture,
s well as those of our homilies and articles.”

































32 DEFENCE OF EXPERIMENTAL RELIGION.

are made partakers of the Holy Ghost, taste the good word of God, and
the powers of the world to come.” If the inspired writers could without
absurdity and enthusiasm say, that the faithful « taste that the Lord is
gracious, taste the heavenly gift, taste the powers of the world to come,”
why should it be thought irrational to declare, as our Church does, that
the children of God feel in themselves the workings of the Holy Spirit,
feel peace of conscience after pardon, know and feel the saving virtue
of Jesus’ name?

To conclude, sir, if we are to insist upon rational goodness, benevo-
lence, &c, exclusive of feelings in the heart, what shall we make of
those scriptures which our Church places at the head of all our public
worship : “ Rend your heart and not your garments, and tum unto the
Lord ;" a troubled spirit, yea, a ¢ broken and contrite heart,” is the first
sacrifice he does not despise.

Upon the scheme that excludes feelings, a man may say, that « the
remembrance of his sins is grievous unto hiin, the burden of them in-
tolerable,” and have been all his life as great a stranger to godly sorrow,
as if he had not been conceived in iniquity. Upon the Gospel plan, such a
one is whole, he has no necd of a physician, he draws near to God with
his lips, while his heart is far from him: he is an abomination to the
Lord, though as sincere in his blind worship as Paul before his conversion.

Upon this scheme, a man may be a believer if he give a rationul as.
sent to the doctrines of Christ, and has “a form of godiiness,” though he
never felt the power of it in his heart. But upon the Gospel schcme, he
i8 to “ believe with the heart unto righteousness,” before he can make
confession with the mouth unto salvation ; and he is to turn away from
such as « have a form of godliness, but deny the power thereof.”

Upon this scheme, again, it is possible for a man to be a true
Christian, a penitent restored to God’s favour, without ever going through
the least trouble of mind for sin; whereas, upon the Scripture plan,
Christ saves none but the lost, heals none, as says our Church, (homily
on man’s misery,) but those who have need of his salve for their sore ;
invites none to the living water, but the thirsty, offers rcfreshment and
rest to none but those “ that travail and are heavy laden ;” which, I sup-
pose, they are allowed to perceive, it being absurd to call those people
heavy laden, who never felt the least load.

Upon this new scheme, the Pharisee, who had a rational conviction
that he wus not as other men, but benevolent, courteous, just, and chaste,
must have gone to his house justified, as well as the publican who felt so
much remorse, that he smote upon his breast ; so much holy shame, that
he durst ncither draw necar, nor look up to heaven. But upon the
scheme of Jesus Christ, this man, who appeared to the composed Pha-
risec such a low-spirited, silly wretch, that he thanked God, too, he was
not such an enthusiast ; this man, I say, went to his house justified rather
than the other; for, says the Lord, Isa. Ixvi, 2, ¢ To this man will I
look, even to him that is poor in spirit, and trembleth at my word.”

Agrecubly to this casy scheme, a man may have the peace that the
world knoweth not, the peace of God passing all understanding, and the
love of God shed abroad in his heart by the Holy Ghost, without ever
feeling any thing of either ; whereas, this is impossible, according to the
testimony of some of the best and wisest of men.
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prevent the ferment of her spirits? Why did not he tell her she went too
far, she would run mad in the cnd? Why did not he bid her (as people
do in our days) go into company a little, and divert her melancholy ?
Nay, more; why did he prefer her, with all her behaviour, to good-
patured, virtuous, religious, undisturbed Simon? Why did he send her
away with his peace, and the assurance of the forgiveness of her sins,
while he did not vouchsafe to say to the composed Pharisee, ¢ This day
mlvation is come to thy house 1"

May I be allowed to tell the reason? Christ came not to “call the
righteous, but sinners to repentance.” If = man, therefors, is full of
confidence in his own powers and rightcousness; if he supposes he is,
or can make himself, good cnough outwardly, without those enthusiastic
Hinﬂof godly sorrow, pardon, peace, and love in his heart; Jesus
must leave him to his self conceit and virtuous pride; for “ God resisteth
the but giveth grace to the humble.”

owever, do not mistake me, sir; I am far from supposing that the
sincerity of people’s devotion must bo judged of by the emotion they feel
m their bodies ; for the grace of God generally brings a great calm, and
such a heavenly serenity into the soul, that it may even kcep the body
composed in a sudden danger. But as I read that God will have the
heart or nothing, so I know that when he has the heart, he has the affec-
tions of course. Fear and hope, sorrow and joy, desire and love, act
upon their proper objects, God’s attributcs. They often launch out, and,
as it were, lose themselves in his immensity, and, at times, several of
these passions acting together in the soul, the noble disorder they cause
there camnot but affect the animal spirits, and communicate itself more
or less to the body. Hence came the floods of tears shed by David,
Jeremiah, Mary, Peter, Paul, &c: hence came the sighs, tears, strong
cries, and groans unutterable, of our Saviour himself,

But, after all, sir, if you exclaim only against bodily feelings and
emotions, when the soul itself is past feeling, you cannot do it too much;
2t s either weakness, or hvpocriny intolerable ; it must be thundered

i Therefore a just distinction is to he made between feclings
excited in the body alone by sclf exertion or mere natural pathos, and
those bodily emotions that are neccessary and involuntary consequences
of the powerful workings of God's Spirit on the soul. The one are
*sparks of our own kindling,” which give neither heat nor light, and
venish as soon as perceived ; the other are the natural effect of grace,
which the soul cannot contain ; and they are to grace, and the fire of
Divine love, what smoke is to culinary fire : it proceeds from it, but adds
nothing to it ; yea, if & man lay any stress thereon, it will durken, and
perbaps put out the flamo.

You see, sir, by this observation, that though I plead for spiritual
feelings in devotion, and would not have even all bodily feclings result.
ing therefrom branded with the name of enthusiasin, yet I am as far as
sourself from laying any stress upon bodily frames, merely as such ; and
I would as soon judge of the heat of a fire by the smoke that comes out
of the chimney, as judge of grace by bodily cmotions, conscious that
there may be more of the one when there is less of the other ; yea, that
grace, peace, and love dften overflow the soul within, when the animal
spirits are most composed, und the nerves lcast at work without.












NATURAL AVERSION

OF THR

HUMAN MIND TO THAT WHICH IS GOOD.

“ 8wouLp naked virtue give herself to view,
Th’ admiring world would pay the homage due,”
Says a philosopher, whose erring mind
Was to man's vice and monstrous evils blind.
Thus Joseph's piety, in tender age,
Awakes the fury of fraternal rage ;
envy stung, his brothers all conspire
‘The son to banish and deceive the sire.
Such was Pythagoras, a sage far famed ;
And Aristides was TME JUST surnamed ;
Great Socrates, unfortunately wise, )
Bravely confese’d one Ruler of the skies,
On Heaven reposed ; while Greeks, a sinning race, "
Levell'd his honours with the vile and base.

It is well known that AzrsTipEs was banished from Athens for his
excellent virtues ; and in particular for his justice and beneficence, which
gave umbrage to his fellow citizens. In the like manner that illustrious
philosopher, who preached equity in Athens, lost his life through his
support of truth which leads to pielt‘y. Many people, however, may not
koow that Pyrracoras was himself a martyr in the cause of virtue. For
the make of these, the following remarks, concerning the life and death of
this great philosopher, are inserted from the account given by M. Dacier.

“Nothing could equal the respect shown to Pythagoras, He was
regarded as the most perfect image of God among men ; his dwelling
was named the temple of Ceres, and when he went to the villages, it
was said that he came not merely to instruct, but to bless mankind.

“ Who could have thought but a man so respected, who never did any
thing but good to society, would have enjoyed a tranquil old age, and a
happy conclusion? But this is not always the lot of heroes and
The corruption and injustice of men promise, to such characters as
these, more vexation than tranquillity. The last years of Pythagoras
were clouded with persecution, and he met a tragical death. Obeerve
the origin of his misfortunes.

«“There was at Crotona a young man named Cylon, who was so
elated with his birth, riches, and the great influence of his family, that
be imagined it would be conferring honour on Pythagoras to become his
disciple. ‘The philosopher, not forming his judgment of men by external
circumstances, perceiving this youth to be greatly depraved, dismissed
him from his school.

“Cylon, being enraged at this injury, sought revenge. He every
where defamed the philosopher, and endeavoured to render him suspected
among the people, by representing his meetings as clube of disaffected
and seditious persons, whose aim was to overturn the state. These
calumnies casily gained ground; (for the public were always unjust and
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M. de Voltaire, who had no relish for the severe truths of the Gospel,
could not forbear publishing similar thoughts in his Epistle on Calumny.

Que le mensonge un instant vous outrage, d&c.

8hould slander cast a hellish flood on you,

All burn with rage to prove that slander true:
Should truth beyond the clouds exalt her voice,
To vindicate thy fame, mankind are ice.

Horace had nearly the same views, if we consult the following lincs.
(Epis. i lib. 2.)

Pest ingentia fata Deorum in templa recepti,
Dum terras hominumque colunt genus, aspera bella
Compenunt, agros adsignant, oppida cordunt, dc.

Rome’s founder, Leda’s twins, the god of wine,
mnmm virtuos raised to power Divine,

ile they with pious cares improved mankind,
‘To various states their proper bounds assign'd,
Commanded war’s destroying rage to cease,
And bless'd their cities with the arts of peace ;
Complain'd their virtues and their toils could raise
Bat slight returns of gratitude and praise.
Who crush'd the hydra, when to life renew’d,
And monsters dire with fated toil subdued,
Found that the monster envy never dies,
Till low in equal death her conqueror lies.
Virtue, while living, suffers causeless hate,
But dead, we to the realims Divine translate.

The language of these poets illustrates the words of Jesus Christ :
“Wo to you when all men speak well of you. Ye shall be hated of all
nations for my sake.” Those who think Jesus Christ was deceived
when he thus expressed himself, will doubtless conclude this canto of no
advantage ; but thoee who rise aubove mediocrity in virtue, and luke.
warmness in piety, will perhaps be of another mind.

We need only view the persecutions which Pythagoras suffered, to be
convinced how much philosophers deceive themselves in saying Chris-
tianity is a false religion, owing to its being the innocent cause of per-
secutions. It is granted that purc Christianity, like sound philosophy,
has always been persecuted by wicked Pagans, sophistical reasoners,
and carnal Christians ; but instead of concluding that this religion is bad,
we ought to infer that it is the most perfect and holy in the world, seeing
t leads men to the most sublime virtue. And though it be hated and
persecuted by all worldly-minded persons, not even excepting those who
have been dedicated to Jesus Christ in baptism, and consequently ought
o tolerate the Gospel; yet it meets the cordial approbation of all
honest men.

True Christianity is so excellent, that no wicked person can love it,
and the more depraved men are, the more they persecute it. And from
this source spring those numerous and bloody persecutions with which
sominal Christians are reproached. If it be demanded why wicked
Christians are not only persecutors, but the fiercest persecutors, we
amswer, They persecute because they are wicked, and they are the most
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But things are soon changed, when the creating God reveals himself
as Immanuel in believers ; as soon as God, by the manifestation of his
sanctifying Spirit, has re-established his image in their souls. Then the
trinity being clearly revealed, God is adored in spirit and in truth, with
a zeal like that which burned in the bosoms of the primitive Christians ;
then men begin to love and help each other with a charity which the
world never saw before.

The multitude who belicved in God manifested as Creator, Saviour,
and Comforter, or (what is the same thing) those who truly believed in
a trinity, * were all of one heart, and of one soul. Walking in the fear
of the Lord, and in the comforts of the Holy Ghost; and recciving their
food with singleness of heart, they rejoiced in (iod the Saviour, with joy
unspeakable and full of glory.” The God of hope filled them with joy
and peace in believing, so that they abounded in hope through the Holy
Ghost. Full of faith, like Stephen, they saw the glory of the Saviour,
as with uncovered faces; by the Spirit of the Lord they were trans-
formed into the same image, from glory to glory. Conducted by the
Son to the Father, and sustained by the Spirit of adoption, they call God
Ueir Father with unshaken confidence, and praise him on the scaffolds
with a transport of joy which the Deists never knew.

If we insist upon the knowledge and adoration of the Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost, the three eternal principles that compose the Divine
essence, it is not through superstition, as Dr. Priestley imagined, but
because Scripture and expericnce concur in showing this to be the only
mean of bringing sinners to that happy condition, in which they suid,
“ We have access to the Father, by Jesus Christ, through the same
8pirit: being justificd by faith, we have peace with God, [the Father,]
by our Lord Jesus Christ: we rejoice in hope of the glory of God ; and
we glory in tribulation, because the love of God is shed abroad in our
hearts, by the Holy Spirit given unto us.” It is suflicient to read this
two-fold evidence in the Epistles and Acts of the apostles, to seo that
the holiness and happiness of the first Christians depended on the experi-
mental knowledge of the mystery of the holy trinity : or of God mani-
fested in their souls as Futher, Son, and Holy Ghost; or as Creator,
Redeemer, and Sanctifier.

It is allowed things shortly changed ; but this change is a proof that
the doctrine of the trinity cannot be attacked without sapping the foun-
dation of Christian picty. The Gnostics, who, like Dr. Pricstley, prided
themselves on being more enlightened than other Christians, by refine-
ments contrary to the simplicity of the Gospel corrupted the doctrine of
the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost ; and the corruption of manners among
the ancient herctics was the consequence of their first revolt. The
Arians soon followed the Gnostics, tearing the Church on one hand, and
the Sabellians on the other; during that time the greatest part of the
Catholics, occupied in disputes with their adversaries, instcad of grow-
ing in holiness, by a more lively knowledge of the Redeemer, and Sanc-
tifer, contented themselves with repeating forms of faith; and they
shontly substituted the repetition of orthodox creeds for true Christian
faith, which works by love, and is always fruitful in good works. The
Church will remain in this state, until the ministers preach with zeal,
and the people embrace with ardour, the sacred doctrine of Father, Son,
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word, or because the public, who are ignorant of astronoiny, expressed
themselves thus on the phenomenon which happened in Judea.

« Add to this,” says M. Seigneux, “ that the darkness which reigned
in the middle of the day, and during three of the most luminous hours,
was altogether sufficiently wonderful to strike the whole world with asto-
nishment, who might leamn the truth of this prodigy from thousands of
witnesses. And this Phlegon had in view, and it is easy to sce that the
apologists for Christianity have cited them in this manner.” Tertullian
tells the Pagans, “that in the hour when Jesus Christ expired, at the
time when the sun was in the midst of his carecr, the day was durken-
ed : this fact is preserved in your archives. Dies, medium orbem sig-
nante sole, subducta est, &c. Eum mundi caswm in archivis vestris
Aabrtis.” (Apoloq Cap. 21.)

« This prodigy,” adds the learned translator, ¢ has received the testi-
monies of two other celebrated Pagan authors in addition to that of
Phlegon ; we have that of Thales, (according to Euseb. Chron. Grec.
page 77,) a Greek author who wrote the Syriac History in the first
century of the Church ; in his third book he mentions this miraculous
darkness.

«Julius the African, the most ancient historian that the Christians
have had, strengthens the proof given by these Pagan authors. Ho was
bom in Palestine : he lived in the third century.  His work is lost, save
what is preserved as a quotation by Eusehius concerning the miracle of
which we speak, and the proof which Julius brought to cstablish the
divinity of Jesus Christ according to Phlcgon’s cvidence and that of
Thales. To this may be added what Rufinus says in his ecclesiastical
historv concerning Lucian, a priest and martyr, who suid to his judges *
Consulite annales vestros ; invenictis Pilati temporibus, dum paterctur
Christus, media die fugatum solem, et inlerruptum diem.”

Finallv, as God could shake the earth without forming a new volcano,
%0 be could arrest the light of the sun, and causc a sudden darkness with-
out the interposition of the moon, and without deranging the planets.
Grotius, and some other apologists for the Christian religion, endeavour
to render this miracle more extraordinary than is needful, and thus have
unfortunately given to some plnlosophers a pretext for rejecting it.  Ju-
dicious persons, like M. Scigneux, hold a just medium between incredu.
lity which rejects the best attested facts, if they are extraordinary, and
that passion for the marvellous which admits fulse miracles, or cnlarges
the true ones.

Here I will introduce the argument by which Mr. Ferguson has
proved that Jesus Christ is the Messinh promised by the prophets.
Daniel, in his prophecy, chap. ix, 25, thus expresses himself: ¢« Know,
therefore, and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment
to restore and to build Jerusalem, unto the Messiah the Prince, shall bo
seven weeks and threescore and two weeks,—and after threescore and
two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himsell.” 1 will here
give an extract from Mr. Ferguson’s Analysis of Astronomy and Physics,
concerning this prediction.

® Consult your annals, and ye shall find, that in the days of Pilate, whilo Christ
was sufforing, the sun withdrew at noon, and obecurvd the day with darknoss.
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CONVERSION OF MR. FLETCHER. o3

from myself the deplorable state of my heart; and I am ashamed, my
dear brother , lrepeult,lmnaahnmedthmlwﬂ'eredmyselfmlong
lobedeludedbydmumﬁcesof&tan,andtbedevncesofmyownheut
God himself has invited me ; a cloud of apostles, prophets, and martyrs
have exhorted me; and my conscience, animated by these sparks of
gnoe'hmhmhtentmeverybreast,hasurgedmetoenwrmatﬂn
mgate but, notwithstanding all this, a subtle tempter, a deluding
a deceived heart, have constantly turned the balance, for
above these twanty years, in favour of the broad way. 1 have passed
moet lovely part of my life in the service of these tyrannical mas-
len,nnd am mdytodecla.re, in the face of the universe, that all my
reward has consisted in disquietude and remorse. Happy had I been,
if ] had listened to the earliest invitations of grace, and broken their iron
voke from off’ my neck !
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A DREADFUL . PHENOMENON,

DRSCRIBED AND IMPROVED,
BEING

A PARTICULAR ACCOUNT

or THR

SUDDEN STOPPAGE OF THR RIVER SEVERN, AND OF THE TERRIBLE
DRSOLATION THAT HAPPENED AT THE BIRCHES,

BETWREN
COLEBROOK DALE AND BUILDWAS BRIDGE,
IN SHROPSHINR,
ON THURSDAY MORNING, MAY 27, 1713;

AND THR
SUBSTANCE OF A SERMON

PREACHED THF. NEXT DAY, ON THE RUINS, TO A VAST CONCOURSE
OF SPECTATORS.

BY THE REV. JOHN FLETCHER.

0 come, and behold the works of the Lord : what desolations he hath made in the earth,
Pralm xlvi, 8






A PARTICULAR ACCOUNT

OF THE

DREADFUL PHENOMENON

WHICH GAVE OCCASBION

TO THE FOLLOWING DISCOURSE.

Hearive, on Thursday, May 27, 1773, that a place called the
Birches, (probably from some remarkable birch trees, which formerly
grew there,) many acres of land, which a gentleman of my parish holds
on the borders of Buildwas parish, had that morning, about four o’clock,
suffered strange revolutions, as well as the river S8evern ; I went to see
if there was any foundation for so extraordinary a report.

When I came to the spot, the first thing that struck me was the de-
struction of the little bridge that separated the parish of Madeley from
that of Buildwas, and the total disappearing of the turnpike road to
Buildwas bridge ; instead of which nothing presented itself to my view
but a confused heap of bushes, and huge clods of earth, tumbled one
over another. The river also wore a different aspect : it was shallow,
turbid, noisy, boisterous, and came down from a different point. Whether
I considered the water or the land, the scene appeared to me entirely
new, and as I could not fancy myself in another part of the country, I
concluded that the God of nature had shaken his providential iron rod
over the subverted spot before me. )

Following a tract made by a great number of spectators, who came
already from the neighbouring parishes, I climbed over the ruins, and
came to a field well grown with rye grass, where the ground was deeply
cracked in several places; and where large turfs, some cntirely, others
half turned up, exhibited the appearance of straight or crooked furrows,
imperfectly formed by a plough drawn at a venture.

Getting from that field over the hedge, into a part of the road which
was yet visible, I found it raised in one place, sunk in another, concave
in a third, hanging on one side in a fourth, and contracted, as if some
uncommon force had pressed the two hedges together. But the higher
part of it surprised me most, and brought directly to my remembrance
those places of Mount Vesuvius, where the solid, stony lava has been

ly worked by repeated earthquakes; for the hard beaten gravel,
that formed the surface of the road, was broken every way into huge
masses, partly detached from each other, with deep apertures between
them, exactly like the shattered lava. This striking likeness of circum.
stances made me conclude, that the similar effect might proceed from
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which the substance of the fullowing sermon was preached; except
about two hundred hearers, who descended into it to be out of the crowd,
and made me fear, lest the abrupt sides, pressed by the surrounding mul-
titwde, should give way and bury some of them alive; but the ground
happily stood tinn as a rock.

Al some distance above, near the wood which crowns the desolated
spot, another chasm, or rather a complication of chasms, excited my
admiration. It is an assemblage of chasms, one of which, that seems to
terminate the desolation on the north-east, runs some hundred yards to-
ward the river and Madeley Wood ; it looked like the deep channel of
some great serpentine river dried up, whose littlc islands, fords, and
hullows, appear without a watery veil.

This long chasm at the top seems to be made up of two or three that
run into each other. And their conjunction, when it is viewed from a
particular point, exhibits the appearance of a ruined fortress, whose
ramparis have been blown up by mines that have done dreadful execu-
tion, and yet have spared here and there a pyramid of carth, or a shat.
tered tower, by which the spectators can judge of the nature and solidity
of the demolished bulwark.

The strangeness of this, and some other parts of the prospect, vanishes
daily ; for many thousands of people, by walking again and aguin over
the ruins, have trampled in and partly closed numbers of the small aper.
tures that at first were several feet deep; and by climbing up the
accessible places of the larger chasms, and ransacking them in search
of fossils, they have caused the loosed earth and stones to come down.
Add to this that the brittle stone, which in a great measure forms that
sratum of earth, is of such a nature as to dissolve into a kind of infer-
tile marl, when it is exposed to the open air. This, together with the
natural crumbling of the pyramids, has already renderced the chasms in
some places considerably less deep than they wero at first.

Fortunately there was on that spot but one house, inhabited by two
poor countrymen and their families. It stanls yet, though it has removed
about a yard from its former situation. The morning in which the deso-
ltion happened, Samuel Wilcocks, one of the countrymen, got up about
four o’clock, and opening the window to see if the weather was tair, he
ok notice of a small crack in the earth, about four or five inches wide ;
a0d observed the above.mentioned field of oats, heaving up and mllin‘f
about like the waves of the sea. The trees, by the motion of the ground,
waved all as if they had been blown with the wind, though the air was
calm and serene. And the river Severn, which for some days had over-
flowed its banks, was very much agitated, and seemed to run back to its
swrce. The man being astonished at such a sight, rubbed his eyes,
supposing  himself’ not quite awake ; but being soon convineed that de-
sruction stalked about, he alarmed his wife:, and taking their children in
their arms, they went out of the housc as fust as they could, accompa.-
nied by the other man and his wife. A kind Providence directed their
flight; for instead of running castward across the ficlds that were just
going to be overthrown, they fled westward, into a wood that had little
| share in the desolation.

When they were about twenty yards from the house, they perceived
i a great crack run very quick up the ground from the river. Tmmediately
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west : and he was obeyed. Thus the word of the Lord which is per-
petually slighted by the generality of mankind, was instantly submitted
to by the inanimate creation. O my fellow sinners, let us regard the
word of his patience ; or that of his power, which yesterday cut per-
pendicularly some of these rocks without any instrument, and will cut us
asunder in the day of his wrath, and appoint us our portion where, in-
stead of music, ¢ there will be weeping, wailing, and gnashing of teeth.”

When these ficlds fled, and tumbling one upon another in their flight,
carrying along with them the hcdges that bind, and the stately oaks, that
crown them, did they not sensibly demonstrate the truth of such scrip-
turcs us these : “‘The time is short : it remains that they who rejoice be
a3 though they rejoiced not ; and they that buy as though ﬁle);xn-om‘.l
not; for the fashion of this world passes away; but twe word of God
abideth for ever.” And yet, infatuated mortuls, we despise that sure
foundation, and build our happiness upon earth, a deceitful basis, that
pusscs away as certainly, though not so swifily, as the river that flows
in our sight, or the clouds that fly over our heads.

But I mistake,—yesterday these solid ficlds flowed as if they had been
water : and as thoy flowed, they washed those trees and bushes along as
visibly as the current of the Severn carries down your barges and cora-
cles: and more sensibly than the stream of time carries into eternity the
king upon the throne, and the heggar on the dung hill.

All things under the sun are in a fluctuating condition ; all move to-
ward ruin or restoration in a future state: but in gencral we take no
notice of our critical and awful circumstances. As mischievous insects,
busy in fretting a bale of goods shipped for the other hemisphere, reach
the Indies before they are sensible that the ship has set sail ; so thou-
sands of busy mortals are landed on the cternal shore before they have
considered that the earth is but the great ship, where the inhabitants of
a whole kingdom are wafted together into etcrnity.

“ Love not the world, (says St. John,) neither the things that are in
the world ; for the world passecth away, and the lust thercof : but he that
does the will of God abideth for ever.” Now this passing away of the
world is as great a mystery to unbelievers, as the host of ian angels
was to the frighted young man in Dothan, before the Lord had opened
his eyes, that he might see the mountain full of horses and chariots of
fire round about Elisha. But as the prophet’s servant was formerly
favoured with a sight of his master’s cherubic guard, so were the people
of that house permitted yesterday to behold ¢ the world [Jiterally] passing
away with the things that are in the world.” And these solid ruins tes-
tify that thoy did not sce « the idle fabric of a vision which leaves not a
wreck behind them,” but an awful reality which ought to leave the most
lasting impression upon all our hearts. Believers, if you do not see these
fields and buildings in motion, let your faith supply the want of that sight;
and let this wreck add strength to your faith.

But noed we walk by faith to see the transitoriness of the world and
of all that it contains? Is not sight sufficient to give us the alarm?
Look which way you please, and you scc that all things evidence the
winged despatch of the universe. Consider the heaven, and you behold
planets coutinually moving ; sun and moon rising and setting ; days and
"ig‘l;‘ﬂ glt:,wmg fonger or shorter ; seasons pushing one another on:

oL. IV. 6










































THE NEW BIRTH:

A DISCOURSE,

TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH
or

THE REV. JOHN FLETCHER.

BY HENRY MOORE.

if any man be in Christ, be is a new creature : old things are passed away ; behold?
all things are become new.—ST1. PAvuL.
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THE NEW BIRTH:

A DISCOURSE, &c.

* Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a
man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God,” Jobn iii, 3.

Tax corruption of the Christian world, and the almost general luke-
warmness of those who have some respect for religion, render it impos-
sible to preach openly and constantly the decp truths of Christianity
without giving gencral offence.

How naturally, having made some efforts toward salvation, do we
repose ourselves as if we were at the end of our career! Perhaps we
even think ourselves sure of the prize before we have begun the race!
And if any one should venture to show us the folly and danger of such
eonduct, we regard him as a melancholy person who counsiders only the
dark side of things, and who takes a sorrowful pleasure to muke us view
them in the same light with himself.

This is one of the rcasons why those who are commiseioned to show
wthe way of salvation, are afraid to dwell upon what Jesus Christ has
mid concerning the difficulties of the way, and the small number of
those that walk therein. Indeed, if we ourselves be in the broad way
that leadeth to destruction, it is not surprising that we should speak but
seldom of the unfroquented path that leuds to life; and that we should
but feebly and sparingly press those truths by which at length worldlings
must be either convinced or confounded. But it is certain, that if we be
more sincere, a thousand difficulties will rise up to deter us, and shake
the resolutions which we have formed to resist the torrent of prejudice
and ungodliness.

We fear being accused of want of charity if we declare as strongly
as the Scripture does, “ That if any man have not the Spirit of Christ,
be is none of his.” We arc afraid of being charged with preaching a
pew doctrine, if we declare boldly with St. James, ¢ That he who is the
friend of the world is the enemy of God;” or with St. Paul, «“That she
who liveth in pleasure is dead while she liveth.” And we find by sor-
rowful experience that we must submit to be counted visionaries and
enthusiasts, or cease to declare, with the same apostle, that the true
Chnstian is a man who “ glories only in the cross of Christ, who, being
jutitied by faith, has really peace with God ;” that he feels the peace
of God in his soul, a8 a seal of the pardon of his sins; that he “rcjoices
i hope of the glory of God;” and that he “glories in tribulation,
because the love of God is shed abroad in his heart by the Holy (ihost

gven unto him.” For it is certain that the world is alwuys the same,
and that the doctrine of Christ, as well as his cross, is still ¢ to the Jews
a sumbling block, and to the Greeks foolishness :” that it still excites

!he"indignaﬁon of those who falsely call themsclves children of God, and
JoL. IV. 7
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As if he had said, Do not deceive thyself, Nicodemus. My kingdom
isnot of this world. Thou hast formed false ideas of it. Few of man.
kind can see it, and thou canst not enter into it thysclf. Thy temper-
ance and moral virtues, thy zeal for the religion of your fathers, and the
exactness with which thou fulfillest thy exterior duties, have not yet pre-
pered thee for the presence of God. If thou be not delivered out of the
estate in which thou art at present, know that thy soul will always
remain encompassed with darknese as thick as that which envelopes an
infant who has not yet seen the light. Thou rejoicest in a life animal
and earthly ; but thou hast lost in Adam a life spiritual and Divine.
Thou hast Jost the life of God out of thy soul, and thou canst not recover
it but by being born again. Without a spiritual birth it will be as im-
possible for thee to see God, and rejoice in the brightness of his fice, as
for an infant not yet born to discover the sun, and rejoice in his light.

‘This doctrine, altogether strange as it must appear to the natural man,
could not be wholly unknown to a Jewish doctor. God had promised to
the Israclites, by the mouth of his prophets, that ¢ he would put a new
ﬂ within them ; that he would take away the heart of stone out of

ir flesh, and give them a heart of flesh ; that he would cireumcise,”
or change entircly, “their hearts; that they might love him with all
their soul, and with all their strength.” David had demanded of God
with torrents of tears, ¢ that he would create in him a clean heart, and
renew a right spirit within him.”” And Ezckiel had cried to all the
people, « Put away from you all your iniquitics, make you new hearts
and new spirits ; for why will you die, O house of Isracl?”” We may
helieve that, after these promises, these prayers, these de€larations, these
menaces, expressed so clearly in the Old Testament, a sincere Jew must
have some idea of that spiritual chunge which distinguishes the faithful
from the children of this world. But as in the present day, among the
people of God, there are some who conscientiously fulfil many moral
duties, and walk with sincerity in the exterior ordinances of religion,
without, at the same time, knowing by experience what the new birth is,
it was in the times of our Saviour. Nicodemus, notwithstanding all
his virtue, his religion, his zeal, his sincerity, and his love for instruction,
was not yet regencrated : and consequently he augmented the number
of those rightcous persons, who think they have no need of decp repent-
ance or spiritual renovation.

Being therefore struck with astonishment at hearing the words of
Christ, and being yet so blind as to understand them in a gross and
lteral sense : “'gow can a man be born again 1” cried he, “ when he is
od; can he entcr a second time into his mother’s womb, to be born 7"
“That which is born of the flesh is flesh,” replied Jesus. In vain would
vou be born a second time of flesh and blood, which cannot enter into

- the kingdom of heaven. You could not thereby be in a state to enter
into that kingdom, for you could only carry out of your mother’s womb
anature corrupt, sensual, and earthly. It is of a spiritual birth I speak;
bor only «that which is born of thepirit is spirit.” And as the king-
dom of God is purcly spiritual, I repeat to thee again,  Verily, verily,
if a man be not born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into it.”
If the pure waters of grace, of which those of baptism are emblematic,
do not render white as snow thoso sins which are red as scarlet; and if






A SERMON ON THE NEW BIRTH. 101

the seed incorruptible, without which no man can be born of God, nor
see the kingdom of heaven.

An answer 8o positive might have satisfied Nicodemus, but his incre-
dulity forced him to cry out, “ How can these things be 7’ How true it
is, that the natural man, though he should be just, sincere, temperate,
and in some sort religious, “ cannot comprehend the things of the Spirit
of God "’ How true it is, that « they are foolishness to him,” and that he
regards them always as things impossible, unless God reveals them to
him as he does not to the world. Be not then surprised at their be-
baviour to whom we often announce the profound truths of Christianity.
The virtuous Nicodemus himself cried out, “ How can these things be ?”
The half Christians may also cry out, This is carrying things too far;
this is yielding to enthusiasm ; this is to lose ourselves in the clouds.
The best way to stop the mouths of these unbelievers is to answer them
as our Lord answered Nicodemus: ¢ Art thou,” said he, “a teacher in
Israel, and knowest not these things? That which we know we declare,
snd that which we have seen we testify :” but, blinded by your false
wisdom, “ you receive not our testimony.” If I have spoken to you of
things material and terrestrial, of the properties of the wind which you
feel, and which you hear blowing every day upon the earth, and ye
believe not, being neither able to understand, or render a reason for it,
bow could you believe and comprchend my discourse if I should speak
o you of spiritual and heavenly things; of the secret operations of re-
generating grace, the particularities of that second birth, without which
no man can see the Lord? It is thus that Jesus Christ confounds the
E;nnce and incredulity of this teacher in Israel, who knew not vet

which he should teach to others. Thus he gives him to understand,
and us with him, that religion docs not consist in speculative dissertations
upon the doctrines which it proposes, but in an experimental knowledge
of its mysteries, in an unshaken faith in the promises of God ; in the
jovful anticipation of that good which this faith procures for us, and in
the living and powerful sentiments which lead instantly to the practice
of all the duties of a new lifc. Reader, do you desire to profit by these
mstructions of the Son of God? If you believe that he who cannot lic or
deceive, has declared that you must be born again in order to enter his
kingdom, do not lose a moment in vain speculations. Fall upon your
knees before him whe can soften your heart, and cause the scales to fall
from your eyes. Demand of him that he may enable you to sce and
feel the absolute necessity of regencration, and that you may reccive the
to seek it with tears of sincere repentance. This is that which
Nicodemus did. Notwithstanding the repugnance which he at first felt
w receive the doctrine of regeneration, being convinced by the words of
oar Saviour, he at length devoted himself. He believed, and became a
new creature ; for the Gospel teaches us, that he who dared not come
to Jesus but by night, and had spoken to him only to make objections,
confessed him openly, (and by consequence his doctrine,) even when all
kis disciples had abandoned him. O let us be strengthened, that we may
be as ready to imitate his faith, as the worldlings are to ohject with him,
“How can these things be "
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An infant which is not yet born, feels neither the air nor the fluids by
which it exists. It understands not: the organs of sense are not in a con-
dition to act. It discovers nothing ; its eyes being closed to the light, and
all sorts of objects. It is true, that when it approaches the birth, a prin-
ciple of life is manifested, and some feeble movements begin to distinguish
it from a mass of matter ; but the objects which surround it are not
the less unknown. Although it is in the world, it has no more idea of
that which passes therein, than if the world did not exist ; not only be-
cauge the senses are not yet unfolded, but because of the thick veil
which surrounds and hinders its discovering the objects that are so near
t. So it is with the man who is not regencrated. In God “he lives,
and moves, and has his being.” But he is not sensible of his presence,
wor of that Divine breathing which nourishes the spiritual life of those
who are born again. The things of God, which present themselves con-
tinually to the minds of the children of God, make no impression upon
him. God calls, but he understands not his voice. Christ offers him-
self to bim as « the bread that cometh down from heaven,” but he cannot
“taste that the Lord is good.” God would manifest himself to him,
“as be does not unto the world,” but the eves of his understanding are
covered with so thick a cloud that he cannot discover him. He is a
Sgtranger and foreigner,” as St. Paul declares; ¢ he is alienated from
the life of God by the ignorance that is in hin;” an ignorance that
makes him insensible of its existence. He may have some beginni
of spiritual life and motion before he is regenerated. He may foel good
dedires, and make efforts to turn to God ; but his spiritual senses are not
yet unfolded, and the veil of obscurity still covering his soul, he cannot
see the Sun of righteousness, nor the day of life eternal ; he is not yet
born of God.

Let us continue the parallel. The birth of an infant is commonly
accompanied by sorrows inexpressible. This blessing costs sighs, tears,
and even piercing cries. “ In sorrow shalt thou bring forth children,”
nys God to Eve, after she had sinned ; and this sentence is also more or
less executed in a spiritual sense, upon all sinners who enter into life by
regeneration. If Lydia felt the sorrows of repentance but for a moment
before the Lord opened her heart ; if three thousand persons were prick-
ed to the heart during the preaching of St. Peter, and were immediately
tfter regenerated, receiving remission of sins and the gift of the Holy
Ghost ; the Scripture teaches us that David, Hezckiah, Manasseh, and
8. Paul, did not pass so soon or so easily from death unto life. But
however the circumstances may differ, it is ccrtain that the change which
sccompanies the new birth, is such that none can be insensible of it who
bave experienced it. A child is no sooner born, than he exists in a
manner altogether different. He breathes; he fecls the air that sur-
rounds him ; and by an alternate motion receives it in, and sends it forth
continually. All his coporeal senses are affectod by, and employed upon,
their proper objects. His eyes are opened to the light, and hence he
perceives an infinite variety of new things. His ears are struck with a
thousand different sounds ; and the faculty which he has of touching,
tamting, and feeling, discovers to him every moment something of those
material things that are under the sun. Regeneration causes an equal
revolution in the soul of a sinner. He is no sooner born of God, than
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God is “not the God of the dead, but of the living,” it i3 clear that
before we can call “Jesus Lorp, by the Holy Ghost, or God Farner,
by the Spirit of adoption ;” hefore we cun experience that which St.
Paul calls the “life of God,” we must feel inwardly the power of the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, and receive from him a new heart and a
right spirit; spiritual and heavenly affections. This is the sacred oil
with which God anoints true Christians. It is the want of this oil, of
this vivifying grace, which causcs the fuolish virgins to be excluded
from the kingdom of heaven, as well as the adulterers.

But again: as the decrees of God are unchangeable, the heavens shall
be shaken, and the truth of God fail, before a child of Adam shall see
the face of God without sanctification and the renewing of the Holy
Ghost. You must be ‘ transformed by the renewing of your mind,” in
order to prove “ his holy, and acceptable, and perfect will.” It ordains
that you shall “put off the old man, and put on the new man, created
after him in righteousness and truc holiness ;” and he declares solemnly,
by the mouth of his Son, that none shall sce his kingdum without being
bom again. Do not imagine that because God is good, he will cease to
be true, and that he forgets to be holy and just because he is patient.
No, his mercy does not make him the father of lies, and you should
renember that though « heaven and eurth pass away—his word shall
not pass away.”

Bat do you still demand why nothing that is impure and defileth, shall
eoter the kingdom of God? And why there are none before his throne
but the spirits of the just made perfect, and saints, whose robes are
washed and made white in the blood of the Lamb? The reason is
clear : sin, that leprosy of the devil, must not offend mim, whose eyes
are too pure to see evil. D(.hloment and iniquity cannot dwell with the
King of saints. There is no refuge, no dwelling place in the heavenly
Jerusalem for vipers, dogs, or swine. ‘The proud, the passionate, lying
and revengeful persons ; the envious, the covetous, the sensual, cannot
enter there : and if they could, they would find GGod only a consuming
fire. «Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord ? (says David.) He
who hath clean hands and a pure heart.  Blessed are the pure in heart,
(says Jesus,) for they shall see God.” Miserable are those whose hearts
are not purified, for they shall never see him. There is no communion
between light and darkness, hetween Christ and Belial. To sce the
face of God in righteousness, we must be cleansed from our natural
corruption, and become partakers of the nature of Christ, aud of the
image of God.

From hence it appears, that regeneration is the first degree of salva-
ion. Grace is the only way to glory, and holiness the one foundation
of true happiness. If we do not learn to know, in this world, Jesus
Christ, who saves his pcople from their sins, we shall hear him say one
day, “ Depart from me, I know you not, ye workers of iniquity.” God
will receive into his kingdom only those ‘whom Christ shall sanctify in
soul, body, and spirit. As on the one side, sin is the seed of death, and
bell begins in those who are not regenerated ; on the other, holiness is
kife eternal, and heaven is already opened in the believing soul. ¢ He
who believeth in me (saith Jesus) hath eternal life ;” he has the earnest,
the seal, and the foretaste of it. And as hell cannot be for those who
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was within him. On the contrary, we may easily conceive a saint in &
local hell ; an Abednego in the burning fiery furnace, or a St. John in
the caldron of burning vil, yet happy by virtue of the kingdom of God
within them, “even righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy
Ghost.” We conclude, that the gate of heaven must be opened upon
earth by regeneration, and by the love of God, or that it will remain
shut for ever; and that a local paradise would only be a sorrowful prison,
to a man who was not regenerated ; because, carrying nothing thither
bt depraved and earthly appetites and passions, and finding nothing
there but spiritual and celestial ohjects, disgust and dissatisfaction must
be the consequence ; and, like Satan, his own miud would be his hell.
Sinners cannot now comprchend this. But when their day of grace
shall be past, and they shall be given over to a reprobate mind, they
shall ternbly feel the necessity of a spiritual birth, in order to be deli-
vered from hell, and to see the kingdom of heaven ; but, alas! it will be
then too late.

To all these considerations, permit me to add another, which arises
from the nature of the thing, and of itself claims our attention. Good
sease cannot but dictate to us, that drunkards, gluttons, and impure per-
so0s; in a word, all the servants of Belial will, in that great day, follow
the master whom they now serve. And is it not also clear, that the
wjust, the extortioners, the covetous, and all those who defend the in.
fereats of the kingdom of darkness, under the standard of mammon, shall
1 be excluded the kingdom of heaven, as well as their infernal leader ?
And can we doubt that the worldlings, whose minds are more occupied
with the pleasures and comforts of this life, than with the love and glory
of God, will bave their portion with Satan, who is the god of the world?
Beside, does not reason convince us, that a depraved soul, loaded with
the weight of its own sensuality, will precipitate itself into the abyss, as
a stone, pressed by its own weight, falls toward the centre? And is it
not as easy to conceive, that the heaviest and dullest of the feathered
animals should soar like an eagle toward the sun, as to imagine that a
soul that never had its conversation in heaven ; that a soul who had
never received by regeneration the wings of a firm faith, a lively hope,
and a buming love, should be able to follow Jesus, and ascend to heaven
with the triumphant army of the sons of God? We may then conclude,
that our Saviour’s words are founded on cternal reason and justice, and
if 2 man be not born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.

PART FOURTH.

DIVIDED INTO TWO SECTIONS.

SECTION I.
How dangerous it is to take the regularity of our manners for the regene.
ration of our souls.
Peruars some one will say, « 1 am convinced that perjurcd persons,

debsuchees, murderers, and those who act unjustly, shall never see the
kingdom of heaven without being born again. But I thank God I am
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not of this number. From my youth I have lived in the practice of tem-
perance and justice : and I flatter myself I am also no stranger to reli-
gion. I constantly attend the Church : I read the word of God : I pray
and communicate regularly. Arc not these indubitable marks
regeneration? And was I not born again of water, and ‘of the Holy
Spirit, in my baptism 7’

Before I answer this question, permit me to ask some which are not
less important. Have you peace with God? Have you the remissia i
of your sins 7 Has God revealed his Son in you? When you examine
yourself, do you fecl that Christ is in you the hope of glory 1 Have yoo F
received the « Spinit of adoption, witnessing with your spirit that you
are a child of God?”’ Have you ever beheld the light of God’s counte.
nance, and felt the powers of the world to come? Do you taste the
heaven which faithful souls enjoy even in this life, “ the love of Ged shed
abroad in their hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto them?
Is your soul athirst for the living God? Does it pant after him as the
thirsty hart after the brooks of water? Do you count all things as dung
and dross for « the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus 1 Are l
you no longer conformed to this evil world, but do you live as a stran- °
ger and a pilgrim upon earth? Do you press with joy toward the hes- :
venly Jerusalem in which are already your treasure and your heart! ;
Does your soul ascend to God, even as the flame toward heaven? D
you celebrate in all your conversation the praises of him ¢ who has called
you out of darkness into his marvellous light?”” And do you find withia
you the humility, the patience, the disinterestedness, the renunciation of
the world, the holy joy, the tender zeal, the constant sweetness, the
desire to be with Christ, the modest gravity, the unfeigned love, which
characterizes 4rue believers?

If these questions do not surprise you ; if the Spirit of God has ens
bled you to sound the depths which they contain ; if your most lively
concern be, that you experience those heavenly dispositions only ina
low degree; and if it be your most vehement desire that you may grow
in grace cvery moment, until you feel all the power of the resurrectios
of Jesus,—you are a child of God, you are born again! Whether &
Samuel you have walked in the way of the Lord from your infancy, o
like St. Paul, beheld the light of the Sun of righteousness in the midst
of your career, it imports not : « All is yours, for you are Christ’s, asd
Christ is God’s.”

But if, far from finding in your heart and in your conversation, thes
marks of a new and spiritual birth, your conscience rises against yoo,
and you are forced to confess that you feel within you rather the natunl
than the spiritual man, being more occupied with earth than with heaven;
with yourself and the world, than with the love of Jesus, and the glory
to which he calls you; we should only lay a stumbling block in )—w
way, if we did not cry to you in the words of our Divine Master,  Ye
must be born again, or you cannot see the kingdom of God.” We mems
not by this, that you must reform your life even as scandalous sinners
No, you live, it may be, according to the strict rules of justice and tem
perance. You give alms, you fulfil the exterior duties of religion. We
may believe even that, with Nicodemus, yon do all this in the integrity
of your heart, and as unto God. But the Lord declares that although

9
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you have the form of godliness, you have hitherto denied its power. He
declares that your righteousness, which does not exceed that of the
Pharisees, will never introduce you into the kingdom of God. Yes,
were you a second Comelius, a devout man, fearing God with all your
bouse, giving much alms to the people, seeking God with fasting and
continual prayer, if God hath not accepted you in the Beloved; if by
faith in the name of Jesus you have not received remission of your sins;
if the Holy Spirit have not descended upon you ; if (sod, who knoweth
the heart, beareth not witness to you as to him, purifying your heart by
faith ; your baptism has not saved you. And although you may not be
far ﬁun the kingdom, you are not yet possessed of it, yon are not yet

. You have the fear of the Lord, but not his love. You
we not yet a child of God. You still want the Spirit of adoption in
order to be a Chnistian; for in Christ Jesus neither circumecision nor
wcircumcision availeth any thing, but a new creation ; an entire change
of our soul, as well as of our lite. In a word, “a new heart, a right
wirit : the kingdom of God within us,”

If these things be so, (and they cannot be denied without trampling
wder foot the truth as it is in Jesus,) suffer the word of God to penetrate
into your soul. ‘This day hear the voice of (iod, and harden not your
hemt. ‘The things which you read regard your eternal peace. Ah!
beware lest your unbelief hide them from your eyes for ever. Are you
ome of those saints of the world who make a fair show in the flesh; and
< who, far from suffering porsecution for the cross of Christ, are honoured
of men because you still conform to the present world? Who, content
with your moral duties and exterior picty, do not come to Jesus with the
repentance and importunity of the publican? Sufler this foolishness of
preaching to pull off your mask. Renounce your own wisdom : tear off
the vain robe of your own righteousncss : and smiting your breast, come
to Christ with the publicans and harlots, and groan for regeneration,
without which you cannot sec the kingdom of heaven. Nicodemus has
set you the example. He at length « received the kingdom as a little
child, and was more than conqueror through the blood of the Lamb.”
Tread in his blessed footsteps. And if you also be a master in Israel,
follow his simplicity, and triumph like him over all your prejudices, your
doubts, and the fear of thosec who say, they are the Israel of God, and
are not ; and having followed him in the regencration, you shall soon
follow him to glory.

But if you are an open sinner, if you live in the practice of injustice,
mtemperance, impurity, or falsehood ; thirsting after gold or pleasure;
despising the name of Giod and his word we need not attempt to prove
that you are not regenerate.  Your sins have a voice, they cry as Jesus
dd to such gross offenders, « You are of vour father the devil, for his
works you do.” You kuow it is 80; your own heart condemns you.
Wonder not then that we denounce your utter perdition, in the name of
Ged, if you are not born again. Strive to open your eyes, and behold
the corruption of your heart, that depraved source of your ungodly man-
sers.  Behold the destroying angol behind yon, the cternal abyss opened
wder your fect, and the Lord Jesus ready to take vengeance on you as
his enemies. O that the idea of these awfil events may awaken, before
their reality overwhelms you! O may the fear of the Lord be in you the
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but in its place, do vou feel in your heart the poverty of spirit, and the
bomility of Jesus ? Do you never indulge what one calls  a polite pride?”
Do you never pique yourselves upon your gentility, or upon any worldly
dstinction? You are perhaps an eminent person, and you feel it is
mworthy an honest man to lie or calwnniate ; but do you always firmly
take part with the truth? Do you comfort, reprove, or exhort your
brethren with the sweetness and zeal of a Christian? You no longer
mock at the word of God ; but do you meditate upon it day and night?
And is it as sweet to your soul as honey to your palate?

You are convinced it is 4 great sin to “ take the name of God in vain ;”
bt do you * rejoice with reverence” every time you pronounce or think
of that sacred name ! You detest impicty, you cry out against thut deluge
of iniquity which threatens to destroy us: but are you not either trans-

with bitter zeal, or lukewarm, and filled with vain confidence?

ou lament over many that you see at church, and at the holy table ;

bat when you are there, do you rejoice as in the presence of the Lord ?

Does all-that is within you cry out by happy experience, ¢ How dreadful

is this place! It is the dwelling of the mighty God!” Do you inwardly

. feed upon the bread of angels? Do you drink of the waters that spring
up into everlasting life? Do you taste that the Lord is good ?

You enter regularly into your closet, and you blame those who neglect
t0 pray to their Father who sccth in secret; but do you there seek your
God with tears until he manifests himself' to you as he does not unto the
world? Are you sick of love, (to use the expression of Solomon,) fecling
that your Beloved is yours, and that you are his; ¢ that his left hand is
under your head,” and that his “ right hand embraces you?” In a word,
do vou find there “ the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy (host ?”

You feel that the life of a Christian ought to he a constant preparation
for death, and as it is contrary to good scnse to take those diversions in
which we would not that death should find us ; you therefore leavo plays,
wseless visits, balls, finery, romances, cards, &c¢, to those whom the God
of this world blinds, lest they should see eternity ready to swallow them
up: but do you “redeem the tiine,” that you may ¢ walk in all those
good works which the Lord has prepared™ for you? Does the «love of
Christ constrain you,” so-that your duty becomes your delight? Do you
Yove to visit the Lord Jesus Christ in prison, and in the abode of the widow
and orphan? Do you seck the poor that ure despised? Are you merciful
to the utmost of your power, both to the bodies and the souls of men?
And do you find more pleasure in administering to the afilicted, and
“weeping with those that weep,” than the children of this world experi-
ence in all their vain delights?

Your life is not irregular, thanks be to God! You do not live any

in presumptuous sins. But do you feel the sprinkling of the
bldod of Christ? Do you know that you  have redemption through his
Mood, the forgiveness of your sins 7’ In a word, are you ¢ crucified with
Christ,” living no longer to yourself, but to God? Is ¢ Christ your life?”
Do you feel that “ your life is hid with Christ in God 7

Reader, behold in these questions the diflference between the reforma.
Som of a Pharisee, and the regencration of a child of God. Some de.
grees of preventing grace, and of reason and reflection, suffice for the
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Christ,” and “ renewed day by day” in the image of his Saviour, which
he had lost in Adam, he fecls himself internally « changed from glory
into glory,” until he be « filled with all the fulness of God ;> umtil be
¢]loves the Lord his God with all his heart, and with all his soul, and
with all his strength, and his neighbour as himself,” even as Christ loved
him. This is the highest point of the sanctification of a believer, and
consequently his regeneration is complete.

Sanctification cannot, therefore, begin before justification ; for, seeing
that the Spirit of God sanctifies the heart of a sinner, that Spirit must be
received. But he is not received but in the sinner’s being pardoned
For, according to Scripture, the first operation of the Spirit of adoption,
i8 to cry “ Abba, Father!” in the heart of which he takes peescssion ; ©
testify to the spirit of the believer that he is a child of God, and to give
him the foretaste of his heavenly inheritance. Beside, reason convinces
us that God cannot communicate his nature, and the graces of his Spird
to a man whose sins he has not yet pardoned. A king is not bountiful
to a rebellious subject before he restores him to his favour.

Thus our Church declares in her thirteenth article, “ That works done :

before the of Christ and the inspiration of his Spirit, are not ples-
sant to God, forasmuch as they spring not of fuith m Jesus Christ : yes,
rather for that they are not done as God has willed and commanded them
to be donc, we doubt not but that they have the nature of sin, however
good they may appear to men.”

This being admitted, it is evident that for a sinner to know how he i
to be regenerated, he is to consider how he may be justified and saneti-
fied. Upon this the Scripture is clear. By grace ye are saved,” mv
St. Paul, «through faith ; and that not of yoursclves, it is the gift o
God ; not of works, lest any man should boast, being created anew ia
Christ Jesus unto good works.” As if the apostle had said, By the faith
God has freely given you, you are saved from your sins ; delivered from
the punishment which they deserve by justification, and from their dom-
nion over you by sauctification. Hence you are erated and pew
creatures. ‘Thus St. Paul declarcs that a living faith is the gate o
salvation, and all the Scripture declares it with him. “ He who believeth
shall be saved,” says Jesus Christ; *he who belicveth hath everlastiag
life, and shall not come into condemnation, but is passed from death unb
lite.” And St. John shows us that “this passing from death unto life,”
and regeneration, are the same thing. “ He who believeth is bom of
God,” says he, in his first cpistle ; and in his Gospel he declares, that
«those who receive Christ, to them he gives power to become the soms
of God, even to those who believe on his name, who are born not of the
* will of man, but of God.”

Our Church declares the same thing. In her homilies she teaches,
that the only instrument necessary to salvation is faith, which is there
defincd, « A sure and firm confidence, that through the merits of Christ
our sins are forgiven, and we reconciled to God.”

Obscrve herc, reader, with respect to faith, none can enjoy it but those
who have felt their need of it. Jesus Christ never gives this swea
assurance, this testimony of his Spirit, but to those whose hearts am
really contrite. ¢ Come to me,” says he, “all ye who labour apnd am
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” Ie invites no others, he comfors
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hour in which God will strive with him? Which of us has made a cove-
pant with death, and engaged him not to strike his heart before this day
is over, or with hell that it shall not swallow him up? Is God a man,
that he should lie? Is he like one of the sons of men, that he should
break the most solemn declarations of his word? ¢ Tumn ye,” he says
by his prophets, “turn ye, every one from his wicked way, and I will
abundantly pardon; turn ye unto me, for why should ye die, O house
of larael 1 thus stooping to invite rebellious man to himself, and intreat-
ing him to return lest he should die. But if man answers, “Am [ a
heathen, that I should want to be turned to God; am I a drunkard or a
murderer, that he should send me such a command 7’ I say, if man do
not turn to God wholly, soul, body, and spirit, secking all his happiness
in his favour, and walking with him all the day long ; surely that book
comes from the father of lies, or he shall perish in his iniquity ; for who
can misunderstand these plain declarations of God’s word? Psalm vii,
12, « God is angry with the wicked all the day long ; if he turn not,
he will whet his sword; nay, he has bent his bow and made it ready,
he bas prepared for him the instruments of dcath.” And who are those
wicked? You find it in the tenth Psalm, «The wicked, through the
pride of’ his countenance, will not seck afier God;” and a little before,
« The wicked shall be turned into hell, with all the people that forget
God.” Now, who will awake from his slecp, from the dream of his
fancied goodness ? Who will give glory to the loving God, and own that
he is still among the wicked, because he never truly sought the Lord ?
Hear how David sought his God : « My soul longeth, yca, even fainteth
for the courts of the Lord; my heart and my flesh cry out for the living
God. My heart breaketh for the very fervent desire that I have for
thy law. As the hart panteth after thc water brooks, so punteth my
soul after thee, O God. My soul thirsteth for God, yea, for the living
God. O when shall I come and appear beforc God !”

Now I ask you, before the Scarcher of hearts, if this be secking God,
did you ever seek God in sincerity ? Do you think you seck him when
vou come into his house with the shameful dispositions I mentioned?
Alas! so far from seeking him, you bid him depart from you; you
mock him in his very temple ; for though you know that Christ does not
dwell in you nor you in him; though you know that your heart is far
from him at the very time that you make as if you worshipped him with
all your soul ; yet so fur from being troubled at your hypocrisy, through
the pride of your heart you cry, « Peace, peace,” and persuade yourself
that you do not need to seek God in another manner. O awakc from
that delusion, throw off the mask in the Lord’s presence, and own your-
self ripe for destruction. ‘This is the first step toward that true repent-
ance which shall never be repented of. O if you could be prevailed
upon to take it in this hour, how soon would it lead you to inward vital
religion ; how surely would it introduce you to the presence of a recon-
ciled God, and give you, in the enjoyment of Christ, a foretaste of the
jovs of heaven! But alas! hitherto yon have resisted all the calls of
God. Yes, brethren, nothing, I fear, has made a lasting impression
upon the minds of some of you; neither the Lord’s mercies, nor his
judgments ; neither the deliverances from imminent dangers he has
granted you, nor the death of many dear friends, which he permitted to
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unless he can also say, that by the grace of God he ¢ walks after the
Spirit,” in faith, love, and holy obedience. You are not unjust, do you
say ! Very good. But do you show mercy? You are no longer uncleas,
nor sensual : but are you spiritual and heavenly minded? You no more
break out into raging fits of anger ! But does “the peace that passes all
understanding,” keep your soul in the meekness, gentleness, and long
suffering of Jesus? You are no longer swelled with that overbearing
pride which made all around you look on you as a tyrant : but, instead
of getting the humble mind that was in Christ, do not you rest in what
the world calls a decent pride, a proper pride ? You think it now below
you to curse, swear, and lie : but do you bless and intercede, reprove and
exhort? You scom to tell a lie: but do you boldly stand for the truth
asitis in Jesus? You no longer laugh at the despised followers of &
crucified God : but do you take their part, and confess Christ in his mem.
bers, who are rcjected of men as he was himself? You no more make
a mock at the word of God. Very well. But do you “meditate therein
day and night 7"’ and is it “ sweeter to your soul than honey to your taste 1"’
You are convinced that it is a dreadful sin to take God’s name in vain:
but do you rejoice with revcrence, whenever you pronounce his sacred
name? You detest profaneness, and daily lament the overflowings of
ungodliness : but do not you rest short of piety, and lie down in a state
of lukewarmness and presumption? You pity those who never go to
church, and never worship in God’s house : but when you are there, are
vou sensible of the presence of the God on whom you wait? And does
the apprehension of his Majesty make you cry out, as Jacob, in the deep-
est act of adoration, ¢ This place is dreadtul ; surely it is the temple of
the Most High ™ You cry out against those who never say their prayers,
and with much reason: but when you pray, is the intercourse opened
between God and your soul, and do you find in your heart what you pro-
fess to ask daily, “ the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost ” If you do not, you are not yet
regenerated in the Gospel sense.  You know something, it may be, of
the first part of regeneration, a death unto outward sin ; but you are yet
an utter stranger to the second part thereof: you never experienced a
new birth unto righteousness, unto true inward holiness, . .

Having thus shown the nature and parts of regeneration, I come
now fo show, in a fcw words, what causes concur to effect that import-
ant change.

God alone, in Christ, is the first cause and anthor of it ; whercfore the
regeneratc man is said in Scripture to be dorn of God : and if you ask
why he does not leave us in the state of sin and misery into which we
plunged oursclves by the full, but offers to create us again in his image;
whereas there is no regeneration for the fallen angels upon whom Dmt_m
justice passed at once scutence of eternal damnation ; [ must answer in
the words of the Prophet Jeremiah : « It is of the Lord’s mercy that we
are not consumed : it is because his compassion fails not " !hat, as Adam
was once placed in a state of trial, either to remain holy, like angels, or
to fall into the sin and misery of devils; so we have, during this life,
our trial too. Though God might, with justice, have suﬂ'ered. the sen.
tence of cternal death to take place in all men, since all have s.mned, !ne
bids us choose whether we will remain fallen with devils, or risc agamn,
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In time God may let loose upon you the most dreadful sicknesses and
afflictions, and you have no God to stand by you, no grace to comfort"
you under them. And in etemity what have you to expect but an eter-
nal despair? and for whom is ¢ the lake that burneth with fire and brim-
stone” appointed, if not for the unregenerate? And who shall have “the
smoke of their torments ascending for ever and ever,” if not those who
never strove to enter in at the strait gate of the new birth, but remained
willing servants of the prince of this world, and their unruly passions, for
ever and ever 7 O measure, if you can, the length and breadth, the depth
and height of the meaning of that word, « for ever and ever;”” and though
all that Jesus says of that fire prepared for the devil and his angels, of
that « fire which never shall be quenched,” that ¢ worm which never
dieth,” and that “ outer darkness where there will be weeping, wailing,
and gnashing of teeth :” though all these expressions should mean no
miore than an eternal fever, or an'eternal confinement in a dark d
will you draw this upon you for the momentary pleasure of walking ac-
cording to the sight of your eye, and the desire of your heart? And will
not you repent of this your unhappy choice even in this life ? Ah! when
death shall appear to you, and tell you that he has a message from the
Lord, a warrant from the King of heaven to take from you all your
worldly comforts, all the carnal pleasures and delights for which, Esau-
like, you sell your birthright, and the blessing of your heavenly Father ;
all your nearest and dearest relations ; all your wealth and honour, all
your schemes of building and planting, buying and selling ; and all the
hopes of enjoying any longer those conveniences and superfluities, for
ing of which you forget that your main business here is to be born
again of the Spint of God ;—when death shall thus hurry you away
from your earthly paradise ; when it shall rouse your drowsy conscience,
and lay before you the black catalogue of all your sins, your lies, your
acoffings at virtue and religion, your goods ill-gotten and ill-spent ; your
profanation of the Lord’s day ; your speculative wantonness or actual
filthiness ; your vanity, pride, covetousness, sensuality ; with the many
years spent with so much eagerness in the devil's service; what will
then your views and feelings be! And how will you lament your sin and
folly, in disregarding the day of your merciful visitation! O! consider
this, ere it be for ever too late.

R

Sermox VI.—Necessity of regeneration.

‘“Except & man be born again, he cannot entar into the kingdom of God,”
John iii, 3.#

THE corruption that has overspread the Christian world as a flood, and
the lukewarmness of those who distinguish themselves by some degree
of seriousness, make it next to impossible to preach many of the most

. Although the subject of this discourse is nearly the same with that of the
&"h ing sermon, the reader will perceive they are two entirely different sermons.

e latter is supposed to have been preached soon after Mr. Fletcher's ontrance
into the ministry.
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heart, and that no one can be a faithful member of Christ and the Church
of England, who does not receive the doctrine of regeneration.

11. But I know that all these proofs will not convince a man as long
as he does not see why we must be born again: therefore I beg leave
to lay before such a one the reason why God insists so much upon our
regeneration in all parts of the Bible.

Whether we think of it or not, brethren, it is certain that man once
enjoyed in Adam a life of happiness and holiness, loving God with all
his soul, in every thing giving thanks, and rejoicing evermore. But,
alas! his disobedience soon destroyed that life ; for according to the
sentence which God had pronounced, ¢ In the day thou eatest thereof
thou shalt surcly die,” he died spiritually ; he died to happiness, to holi-
ness, and God ; and from that spiritual death he hastened to bodily death,
and, if not prevented by regencration, to death eternal, “ the destruction
of body and soul in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone.” Now
Adam, having thus destroyed himself, (being made the devil’s slave, and
covered all over with his leprosy,) swelled with pride, inflamed with lust,
and filled with enmity to God, and unbelief of his sacred word : Adam,
I say, being in that wretched state, could not beget children in a better
pature than he had himself. ¢ Can a clean thing come out of an un.
clean? And can the streams be wholesome when the fountain is poi-
soned 1

12. What, then, is the plain consequence? The whole lumnp of man.
kind is leavened with the leaven of spiritual as well as bodily death.
Hear the word of the Lord: « All flesh has corrupted its way upon earth.”
« All have sinned and come short of the glory of God.” «I wus bom
in sin,” says David, “and in iniquity did my mother conceive me.” St
Paul, with all the belicvers at Ephesus, owned that before they were born
again, they « were children of wrath even as others.” 1o we want more
striking proofs? Let us only look into our lives, and we shall see too
many reasons to believe, according to the word of God, that we are
spiritually dead in sin and unbelief’; for not to mention the injustice,
drunkenness, uncleanness, avarice, malice, revenge, cnvy, lying, evil
speaking, Sabbath breaking, swearing, cursing, profaneness, and all those
overflowings of ungodliness which appear more or less in the conversa-
tion of too many of us; let us only examine our hearts, even now that
we are in the presence of God. Are not they, in general, like so many
stones, void of all spiritual feeling? Is there not m our necks an iron
sinew that hinders us from stooping to God and worshipping him in
spirit and in truth? And has not our stubbornness, and unbelief of the
word of God, caused some of us to murmur already at the severity of
our Lord’s doctrine ; while others, perhaps, flatter themselves still with
hopes of salvation without experiencing the new birth. This alone is a
plain proof that we have not recovered from Adam'’s fall, since, after his
example, we believe Satan when he saith, « Ye shall not surely die,”
rather than Christ, who declares in the text that if’ we are not born again,
we cannot enter into his kingdom. O! if our hearts should rise in that
manner against our Lord’s doctrine, let us consider what one of the
prophets told Saul in such a case : “ Rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft
before God, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry ; because thou
hast rejected the word of the Lord, the Lord hath also rejected thee.”
















































































































































BRIEF OUTLINES OF SERMONS.

Tz ourLINEs here presented to the public have been selected from a
pumber of others,—regard being had rather to the important sub-
jects on which they treat, than to the skilful disposition of the matter
which they contain. It must always be considered injurious to the
deserved posthumous reputation of an able minister, to have such slender
Aelps o thought, as these are, exposed to public view. Yet in the few
specimens which follow, meagre though they be, the intelligent reader
may trace the master mind of the author of the Checks, and the
Christian zeal and charity of the vicar of Madeley. They will also be
with considerable interest by all those who have rightly esti-
mated the spirituality, fervour, and unction which accompanied the
ministrations of this eminent Christian pastor; and on beholding the
judicious (yet very imperfect) array of his Scriptural materials, every
pious man will be tempted to apply to them, in an accommodated sense,
the expression of the banished Grecian orator concerning his celebrated
rival : « What would you have felt had you heard Fletcher himself
deliver them in their perfect form with Divine pathos !”

S—

OUTLINE 1.

“And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness,” &c.
Genesis i, 26.

InTRODUCTION.—Man created last. The finishing stroke, (1.) For
humility. (2.) That his palace might be furnished.

The word of command,—now, of deliberation. Trinity in our crea.
tion,—so0 in our regeneration.

I. God’s natural image, lost in x:-t.

1. Clear understanding,—now dark.

2. Pure reason,—now carnal.

3. Upright will,—now sinful.

4. Holy affections,—now disordered.

5. Strong memory,—now losing good.

6. Immortality, lost as to the body, which would have suffered no
violence, bunger, pain, or old age.

I1. Totally lost.

1. Dominion over the creatures.

Exceprrions.—Seas, fishes, rocks, earth. (Moses.) Sun, moon.
(Joshua.) Fire. (Elijuh.) Iron. (Elisha.) Seas, fishes, trees, winds.
(Jesus Christ.)

Faith as mustard seed.

2. Impassibility.—(Naked,) insects, vermin, thorns, &c.

3. Intuitive knowledge.—Creatures, angels.

4. Glory.—(Naked,) garment of light.
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II. What is ¢the day of salvation 1”

1. Asto C_hrist: dgys of his flesh, birth, temptation, agony, death,
resurrection, intercession.

2. Asto the Spirit : when he saves sinners by an application of what
Christ has done and suffered.

(1.) From stupidity, by awakenings.

2.) From guilt, by a pardon.

(3.) From uncasiness, by peace and juy.

(4.) From a spiritual hell, by a taste of heaven.

(5.) From sin, by rightcousness and a new birth.

(<7 A day.—Short space, wasting, soon gone, to work in : followed
by the night. Day of life, day of grace; Lord’s day, day of health, day
of youth, day of the Gospel, day of power.

Remember Felix, Lot’s sons, Jerusalem.

III. «Now is the accepted time,” &c.

The Father calls, Jesus intercedes, ministers plead, the Spirit strives.
‘While you have conscience to reprove, cyes to sce, cars to hear, senses,
health, leisure. .

Now Christ stands; now saints pray; now mercy courts; now
sceptre of love; now door of hcaven opcned; now well of life un.
sealed ; now the scale hovers; now a breath ; now death is coming ;
now Gospel trump sounds; God about to summons; now that others
enter in.

Behold, consider. Lct not Satan, world, flesh, blind thee.

Behold, soon the tinic of rejection, no time.  Soon the day of death,
of judgment, of condemuation. The day when the whecls of opportu-
nity shall be fast. O who shall bear that day of God, that last day?

ArpricATION.—To sinncers.—Jesus weeps over you. Know, squan-
der not your day ; kill not time, soul, and Saviour togcther.

Mourners.—Publicans, now, Zaccheus, no to-morrow.

Belicvers.—Kuow, tell, show ; day of glorification ncar.

OUTLINE III

s¢'This is the hoir; come, let us kill him, and let us scize on his inheritance,”
Matt. 2xi, 38.

IxtropUCTION.—Speech both of the Jews, and of every unbeliever,
at least in their hearts and actions. Burbarous mothers.  Herod and
Pharaoh kill.

I. Jesus is the Son and heir.

1. Son, Isa. ix, 6 ; Matt. iii; Heb. i; Psalm ii. One in nature
and essence, dignity. As old as his Father, as vencrable ; always be-
gotten, and always in begetting ; as brightnéss, and the sun.

2. Heir, Hcb. i, 2 ; Rom. viii, 17, and iv, 13.

II. What is his inheritance ?

1. Heaven.—That part of it people do not trouble themselves much
about. .

2. Earth.—% The uttermost parts” of it, Psalm ii, 8. For this
many fight : they will seize on houses and lands, and those rcfined
particles of the earth, called silver and gold, with all its fruits.

Vor. IV | 13
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Particularly, envy of priests, covetousness of Judas, fear of Pilate,
condesceasion of the multitude in submitting to priests and elders, Matt.
xxvii, 20, backbiting and slander, lies and wrong construction of witnesses.

IIL. Christ is the Prince of life:

«The resurrection and the life,” John xi. « The way, the truth, and
the life,” John xiv, 6. ¢ In him is the water of life,” Rew xxii. « He
that hath the Son hath life,” 1 John v. 1 am come that they might
have life,” &c, John x. «Ye will not come to me,” &c, John v, 40.
<t I live not, but Christ lives in me,” Gal. ii.

Christ our life.—He is the giver and preserver of spiritual and animal
life. < He breathed the breath of lives,” upholds it, will restore it.

IN¥ERENCES.—1. Aggravation of. Killed a Prince. That of life.

2. Condescension of Christ, and the worth of his death. . He is the
Prince of life and life itself.

3. Certainty of his resurrection, and power to raise the dead.

ArpricaTioN.—Desire no more the murderer. Pursue him in public
and secret. Plot against him day and night. Find, bind, drag. Not
only bind, spit, strike, crucify, but kill and pierce Delilah through the
heart. Repent, as David, Psalm li, 6. Wash in the blood.

1. Sinners.—Dread. . .

2. Mourners.—Rejoice. - Jesus lives and pardons. ‘Thirst. Begin
at Jerusalem, Luke xxiv, 47.

OUTLINE V.

s John truly baptized with water : but ye shall be baptized with the HoLy Guosr,
not many days hence,” Acts i, 5.

IxTRODUCTION.—Last words of oir Lord. Dispensation of John :
baptized with water, not in.

I. Use of John’s water. Baptism.

1. A sign of universal pollution, from the womb. Repentance.

2. Acknowledgment of guilt, and need of pardon.

3. Acknowledgment of corruption, and need of holiness.

4. Profession of thirst after refreshing comfort.

5. Profession of helplessness. None baptized.themselves.

6. Profession of cleansing the outside. '

[I. Insufficiency of Johi’s baptism.

1. Material water cannot clease the soul.

2. It is not saving. Witness Simon Magus. “You shall be bap-
tized,”. &zc. .

3. The water flows off, dries up: the effect superficial.

4. The testimony of John himself: «I indeed.”

5. The declaration of Christ in the text.

IMI. General necessity of the baptism of the Holy Ghost.

1. All tainted with original sin. Must be born again.

2. All guilty. Must be pardoned, (Act. ii, and x.e

3. All.unholy. Must be sanctified. Catechism, (Rom. viii.)

4. The corruption is spiritual and deep. Fire refines.

5. All are miserable, and need the Comforter and kingdom.

6. All helpless and Christless till then. ¢ If any man,” &c.
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for thy God. Be clothed with humility. Patch nqt the old garment.
Obtain the wedding garment. Spread thy garment in the way. Dyed
from Bozrah, Isaiah Ixi, 10. ’

ArprricAtioN.—1. The ungodly.—Awake, before hell awakes you.
God will put on his strength. You cannot withstand him—naked you
are before an all infinite power.

2. Mourners.—Christ your strength, righteousness, is very near. Put
him on. See Jesus, naked, fainting, dying, rising, &c. The sword
awoke the shepherd, &c.

OUTLINE VIL '
*Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life,” Acts xi, 18.

IrtRODUCTION.—There are dreadful mistakes about the fundamentals.
Few are converted. Few penitents: why ?

I. What that repentance is, which is not unto life ?

1. Repentance in words. ¢“I have sinned.” Saul, 1 Samuel
xv, 24. °

2. General, not particular ; not every sin.

8. Particular, not universalg merely one sin.

4. Afraid of sin’s shame, pain, and punishment: not of sin itself.

6. When any excuscs arec made ; mouth stopped.

6. When in a fit of afiliction only. Judas.

7. When no reform, or a partial one, follows.

8. When life, pardon, and the Spirit are not obtained.

II. What is repentance unto life ?

1. Abstaining from all known sin.

2. Practising all known duties. Cornelius, Acts x.

3. Inquiring after the way and people of God.

4. Listening for life, till we arc baptized with the Holy Ghost, and
can magnify God.

5. Till we obtain life, a pardon, Christ, and the Spirit.

This repentance is hearty, universal, particular, lasting, uniform, trans.

fo s

II. 'hy whom, aiid to whom it is granted. - .

1. By Jesus:Christ, who is exalted to give it. It is not our gift. No
repentance in Adam and Eve before the promise, Genesis iii, 15. It is

It is a favour, not a judgment.

2. «To the Gentiles also.” Ignorant and wicked, excommunicated
from Christ and the Gospel. Not to the Jews only.

ArpricatioN.—1. You who are openly impenitent, consider your
state, sin, law, curse, God, death, judgment, hell. There is no repent-
anc® in death.

2. You that deceive yourscives with false repentance ; O let God by
this text convince you !

8. Seekers of true repentance.—Behold Jesus.

4. Penitents.—Magnify God, and bring forth fruits meet for repent-
ance.
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It appears honest, chaste, godly, kind, disinterested, to cheat others.

3. Tries to deceive God himself.

Hypocrite, formalist.—Heart far off, lips ncar. Body without soul.

4. Cheats God of his service, men of love, and self of a kingdom of
grace and glory. Yea, it cheats his soul into hell. Foolish virgins.

MI. “Who can know it?”

Not the natural, learned, trading man ; but God, the searcher of hearts.
Christ, “ who neceded not that any one should tesufy of man.” The
Spirit, “ who searcheth the deep things,” &c, 1 Cor. 11, 10. And those
who are taught by him.

IxveRExces.—1. « He that trusteth his own heart is a fool.”

2. “ Watch, and keep your heart with all diligence.”

3. How great the necessity of a new birth.

4. How glorious the promise of a new heurt of flesh.

5. How do those who boast, show the deceitfulness of their hearts.

6. No change of life sufficient without a corresponding change of
heart.

7. The fountain being bad, so are the streams.

8. The necessity of Christ’s heart being picrced, and the Spirit to open
and change ours.

ArrricatioN.—Study your hearts. Pray for light. Examine what
pasees in sudden temptations, in dreams, in thoughts.

OUTLINE IX.

**But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom,
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption,” 1 Cor. i, 30.

IxTroDUCTION.—Know thyself and thy advantages, believer!

I. “Ye are of him.”

Accepted, born, sons, heirs.

II. «In Christ Jesus.” .

The second Adam, to whom you are united by faith and love. On
his part, by water, blood, and the Spirit. He made himself man.

RerLectiox.—How noble the Christian! How should he despise
earth and sin! Believe in Christ, walk in Christ, and you will be God’s.
Wicked men are of the devil, in Adam.

II. «Christ is made of God.”

Christ is the masterpiece of Divine wisdom, power, love, mercy,
justice.

IV. «To us.”

Enemies, foolish, guilty, polluted, wretched as long as we are out of
Christ. 'Who sees it?

V. Christ is our Magazine.—All fulness. Wisdom, brightness, right-
eousness. He did and suffered all for us.

Priest.—Sanctification. Holy in himself. Making us so by faith as
physician.

Redemption.—He redeemed himself and us, in rising from the dead.
As King and Saviour he redeemed us from sin, misery, death.

0= Christ not only offered, designed, but made.
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OUTLINE XI.
¢ From henceforth thou shalt catch men,” Luke v, 10.

IxTRODUCTION.—Business of preachers to catch men.

I. From what place?

1. The muddy pool of i ignorance.

2. The streams of vanity.

3. The foaming sea of corruption, original and actual.

4. The cistern, whirlpool, of self. These all lead to the lake burning,
&c. 'There that leviathan takes his pastime.

II. For what end?

1. To save them from the lake, and the leviathan.

2. To bring them to the fountain opened for sin. To the river that
gladdens Sion. To the ocean of Divine love, the living fountain of

water, the well of life.
* IIl. How?

Not by cunningly devised fables, not by flattery, but by the truth of
the law to frighten, of the Gospel to allure.

Satan catches by lies. His bait is pleasure, profit, honour ; not Jesus’
love. He is in the night, we in the day.

ArprricaTION.—Compared to fishes. They devour each other. Care
not for heaven. .

Sinners.—Let me catch you, by conscience. God will catch you at
last out of every pool.

Mourners.—Come to Jesus.

Backsliders.—Escape his net. No more be taken.

Saints.—Catch others.

——

OUTLINE XII.

“ Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the Lord
unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the
Lord of hosts. Who art thou, O great mountain ? bofore Zerubbabel thou shalt
become a plain; and he shall bring forth the head stone thereof with shoutings,
erying, Grace, grace unto it,” Zech. iv, 6, 7.

I. Temple. .

Difficulties in the way of erecuon, as a great mountain blocking up
the way.

Alps, Hannibal.

I1. Direction given.

1. Neganvely —“Not by might” of man’s body, soul, parts wealth.
“« Nor by power” of temporal and ecclesiastical rulers.

2. Positively.—« But by my Spirit.” He turns the hearts of men,
and works effectually when man gives all up. ¢« 'The Lord of hosts.”
Superior might says so.

0 The power of the Spirit in Elijah, Christ, and his apostles. Man
is weakened before God works. Jacob’s thigh.

IlI. Gracious promise of God.

L. Authority and power of God.—* Who art thou,” Pharach, Senna-
cherib, Sanballat, Satan ?
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ITI. The marks and effects of true faith.

1. It Judgea not by appearances. Christ was crucified, yet he was
Lord and Ki

2. It hnm glorious, though before it valued him not.

3. It prays, « Remember me,” humbly. Not, «Let me sit down with
thee on thy throne.”

4. It takes Christ’s'part, and sees his righteousness. “He hath done

amiss.”

nothing )

5. Hatred of sin. Fear of God. Reproof: ¢dost thou not fear
God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation 7

6. A vindication of justice : “ we indeed justly.”

7. An open confession : “ we receive the due reward of our deeds.”

8. He had but a heart and a tongue at liberty : both are used.

ArrrricaTioN.—Sinners.—He is exalted still to give repentance and
perdon.  Abuse not God’s goodness that leads.you to it. You cannot
outwit God. Thou fool. chked servant, Matt. xxiv, 48. God will
harden you as the other thief. Apoplexy, fever in the brain. As a
thief he comes. How will you escape hell and’ damnation?. O be
concerned, rise against sin, go as far as the thief.

Mourners.—Ask, seek, knock. See Christ’s readiness to receive
sirmers, to grant petitions, and to exceed them. He upbraids not.

Omryection.—* The thief had never heard Christ before.” Peter had.

Self righteous.—Be not angry at this prodigal entering into paradise
at the same door. One way and door..

Believers.—See your privilege. Assurance. Answer to prayer.
Knowledge of pardon, and certainty of paradise. Make the best of a
short life. Speak for Christ on a death bed. Esteem him the more, for
the revilings of sinners. Make a stand against sin. Be patient on the
cross. Be humble.

——

OUTLINE XIV.
¢« Beginning to sink, he cried, u}ing, Lord, save me,” Matt. xiv, 30.

IxrropUCcTION.—WoOman drowned.*

I. Power of faith.

It walks, 1. Upon a sea of iniquity.

2. A sea of temptations,

3. A sea of tribulation and danger.

4. It crosses the Jordan of death.

5. It stands the storms and billows of judgment.

ll The bebaviour, in danger, of one who hath little faith. O thou
of little faith.”

1. He walks on no more ; but begins to sink.

2. He cries out to Jesus, ¢« Lord, save me!”
. 3. ’He is happily saved : « Jesus stretched out his hand, and caught

im.”

* This sermon appears to have been delivered soon after the interment of a
woman who was drowned by crossing the Severn in a boat.
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(8.) To despairing, self-condemned sinners.

Saying, «“All is ready, pardon, holiness, glory. We prophesy the
good things of the promises, Gospel, Canaan.”

ArpricaTioN.—To those who are of Ahab’s mind. Those who pro-
phesy smooth things to you are your enemies. - God’s prophets speak
evil, that you may avoid it. You will know it in the end.

2. Believe, ye mourners. When we prophesy good, reject not the
delightful testimony. Hate us not.

OUTLINE XVI1.

¢t Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but
now is made manifest to his saints: to whom God would make known what is
the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in
you, the hope of glory. Whom wo preach, warning every man, and teaching
every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in' Christ
Jesus,” Col. i, 26,27, 28. .

I. A great mystery, « Christ in us.”

1. Christ in our flesh and nature; living, dying, or rising.

2. Christ in us.—Our life, motion, being, prescrvation.

3. Christ in us.—As our wisdom, righteousness, sanctification, re--
demption, comforter.

4. « Hope of glory.”—Present Saviour, purifying, 1 Tim. i, 5.

II. This mystery was hid from ages and gencrations. Especiully
those of stupid sinners, Pharisces, and unbelicvers of all sorts.. Hid
from their eyes, hearts, by the curtain of ignorance, sin, and unbelief.
(See Rom. xvi, 25; Eph. i, 18, and iii, 9; 2 Tim. i, 10; Tit. i, 8.)

* « Now made manifest” to sinners, who became saints, by believing it, by
the rending of the threefold veil.

III. «The riches of the glory of this mystery.”

1. It is glorious to know God with us, and in us.—To be the temple
of God, the members of Chnist.

2. Glorious to Christ, to be acknowledged all in all.

3. It fits us for, and gives a sure hope and taste of glory.

07 « Riches.”—Christ and his unsearchable riches of grace, mercy,
righteousness, &c. « God is‘my Shepherd, 1 shall not want.”

V. Ministers’ duty. :

1. To preach this mystery. .

2. To wam every man of his danger, in a state of sin, nature, unbelief.

8. To teach evory man the way of faith, bliss, and glory ; in all wis-
dom from above.

V. End of preaching.

1..“ Presenting every man.”—To God, to the Church, to the assem-
bly ‘of the first born.

2. «Perfect in Christ Jesus.”—So acquainted with, and living in
Christ, that he may be dead, and his life entirely hid with Christ in God.

627 Perfection in Christ, by dwelling in him.

ArpricaTtioN.—Sinners '—Unacquainted with this mystery, how mise.
rable, guilty, ruined! Sin, the world, Satan, in you, the fear of death,
judgment, and hell : not hope of glory. You we wam to fly from the
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9. Joseph refrains no longer.

All are dismissed. Joseph manifests himself, weeps «I am Jose, oseph,
your brother,” (I ax Jesus, whom thou persecutest,) come near: God
sent me to preserve life. Kissed them ; fatness of F gvpt, Goshen.

OUTLINE XVIII.

“ But we ‘Preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblmg block, and unto
the Greeks foolishness,” 1 Cor. i, 23.

IxrrRODUCTION.—* And straightway he preached Christ,” Acty ix, 20.

I. What the true preaching ?

Not morality ; but Christ.

Ixsrances.—God in paradise, Gen. iii, 15. God to Abraham, Gen.
xii, 3. Jacob to sons, Gen. xlix, 10. Moses, Deut. xviii, 15, 18 ; Job
xix, 25; David ii, 1. Solomog, Prov. iii, 7; Cant. v, 9; Isaiah Lii ;
Jer. xxiii, 6 ; Ezek. xxxiv, 23 ; Dan. ix, 24 ; Hosea iii, 5; Joel ii, 28 ;
Jonah ii, 9; Micah v, 2 ; Zech. ix, 9; xii, 10; xiii, 7; Mal. iv, 2

In the New Testament.—Christ, Luke iv, 18; xxiv, 27. Commis-
sion, Mark xvi, 16. Apostles, Acts v, 42. Peter, Acts ii, 22; x, 43;
Jews mad, Acts iv, 18. Phxhp, Acts viii, 35. St. Paul, in the te\n and

m Acts xiii, 88; xvi, 31; 3 xvii, 18; 1 Cor. ii, 2; 2 Cor. iv, 5; Eph.
iti, 8 ; Phil. i, 18 Col. i, 23, 28. Conclusion, (rnl. 1, 8.

I1. What to preach Christ ?

It is to preach, (1. ;ll'ljs naturea. (2.) Offices. (3.) Relations.

1. His natures. His Divine nature; called “ God” in John i, 1;
xx, 2; Isa. ix, 6; Zech. xiii, 7 ; Phil. ii, 6. He does the works of
God, has his knowledge, and i8 every where. Tremble, adore, trust.

His human nature, 1 Tim. iii, 16 ; Jolm i, 14. Lived and died,
was born, grew, thirsted as a man. Adore, wonder, praise, draw near,
fear not.

2. His offices.

(1.) Mediator, 1 Tim. ii, 5; Heb. viii, 6; xii, 24.

(2.) Saviour, 1 Tim. iv, 10; Luke i, 47; ii, 11; Actsv, 31. Feel
your ruin, believe, apply, be saved.

(8.) Prophet, John vi, 14 ; Luke xxiv, 19; Matt. xi, 29. Learn,
consult, be taught, follow, fear. He knows all. o

(4.) Priest, Heb. vii, 3; v, 10, Priest and vnctlm. He atones and
blesses : wash,.be blessed "and pardoned.

(5.) King, Rev. xix, 16. King of saints, Rev. xv, 3; John xii, 15;
Matt. xxvii, 37. Wonder at his condescenslon, trust his power, fear h:m,
believe, he can give a kingdom, Rev. i, 5

(6.) Captain, Joshua v, 15; Hebrews i ii, 10. Our David, enlist, be
courageous, desert not, fight, conquer.

(1.) Shepherd, Zechariah xiii, 7; John x, 14 ; 1 Peter ii, 25. Fol-
low him, wander not, eat his flesh, love him.

. (8.) Physician, Matthew xix, 12; iv, 33 ; John v, 4. Apply, tell him
your state, trust him, follow his prescriptions.

(9.) Advocate, 1 John ii, 1. Put your desperate cause into his
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OUTLINE XXVIII.

* Unto us was the Gospel preached as well as unto them : but the word preached
did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it,” Heb. iv, 3.

I. The everlasting Gospel was preached to the Jews.

1. In the promises.—The woman’s seed, the seed of Abraham, 8hiloh,
Messiah, the prophet like unto Moses.

2. Types.—Noah, Aaron, Joshua, brazen serpent, purification, sacri-
fices, as the daily lamb, the paschal lamb, the scape goat, offcrs of free
mercy. This and the promise are chiefty meant here.

II. « The Gospel is preached to us.”

In the promises, types, antitypes, sacraments, daily offers of mercy
and on.

IIl. «The word preached did not profit them.”

. They remained, (1.) unconvinced, (2.) unholy, (3.) unhappy, (4.) unfit
or glory.

IV. l"}l"he reason.—* It was not mixed with faith in them that heard it.”

Faith is the ingredient, without which the preaching of apostles,

ls, and of Christ is lost.
aith is that by which the preaching of babes avails.

The word is milk, food, physic, cordial. Faith sucks, eats, &c.

Faith is the gift of God, and act of man.

It is like treasure in a field ; dig for it.

Pardon is offered, accept it.

Gallios, beware. The king is courting a beggar’s love.

There are spices and gold in the East Indies, which we believe,
though we have not seen. It is only fools, who believe only when
they see.

Faith is both a Gospel blessing and a term of access. It takes the
word and promises. Mix them now.

ArpLICATION.—1. Mischievous unbelicf defeats the word, crucifies
Christ.

2. Beware of it. Pray before, at, and after the word.

8. Do you profit? You have faith—vice rersa.

4. Ye careless,—Belicve a God, death, hell, heaven.

6. Ye mourners,—Believe Christ, his blood, promises, will, power.

6. Believers,—Believe and profit—show it—tell of the, &c.

OUTLINE XXIX.

" % Rend your hearts and not your garments, and turn unto the Lord your God :
for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth
him of the evil,” Joel ii, 13.

InTrRODUCTION.—This becomes us at all times, especially in Lent.

I. The first precept.—* Rend your hearts, not your garments.”

1. Negative part.—A mean, coarse habit was a token of grief. Rend-
ing was, and still is, sign of great sorrow and amazement.
Job rent his mantle, Job i, 20: so did his friends, Job ii, 12. 8o did
Tamar ravished, 2 Sam. xiii, 19. So did Hushai, when David fled

.
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Here the prophet heard a saint asking another saint, How long the
Church should be thus corrupted and desolate ? And the answer was, till
the end of 2300 days, and then the sanctuary should be cleansed.—
Here is a number given; a number by which we may know that we are
come to the very time the Spirit of God had in view: a number which
fixes the beginning of the things that are coming upon the earth: let us
take some notice of it. .

1. When shall the sanctuary begin to be cleansed, in such a measure,
as to deserve to be taken notice of by the Spirit of God? At the end
of 2300 days; which are proved to be prophetic days, and to signify
each a whole year, by the prophecy of the seventy weeks, and many
other places of Scriptare. 2. What is the epocha from which we
must begin to reckon those 2300 years? It is evident it must be the
time of the vision iteelf, which the prophet has taken particular care to
obeerve ; for in the first verse of the chapter, “In the third year of the
reign of King Belshazzar, (says he) a vision appeared to me, even unto
me Daniel.”

8. But how can we know certainly the timo of Belshazzar’s reign?
I must own, this question is not so easily answered as the others; but it
can be resolved, with some knowledge of history and chronology: for
if we compare the writings of sacred and profune historians; if we trust
the canons of Ptolemy, which have been tricd by astronomical observa-
tions, with Petrarius, Usserius, Prideaux, and others, we shall agree that
Belshazzar (the same whom the historians call Niricasoolussar, or Ne-
riglissor,) having killed Evilmerodac, the son of Nabocolasser, or Ne.
buchadnezzar, seized upon the Assyrian throne, A. M. 3476, i. e. H39
“years before Christ, or as ‘Torniel will have it, about twenty ycars afier:
because asserting that Evilmerodac, (instead of two years, which the
above-mentioned chronologists give to his reign) cnjoyed the diadem
twenty-three years, which would make the reign of his successor, our
Belshazzar, begin about 538 years before Christ. If we admit the first
opinion, which is more probable, it follows that the third year of Bel-
shazzar’s reign fulls in 556 years before Christ, which is the epocha
wanted ; add to it four or five years, on account of the difference of the
Judaical year of 860 days, and ours that is 365, and above; add three
years more for the time that Belshazzar had reigned when Daniel had
the vision, and we have about 550, which being subetracted from 2300,
give the year 1750, for the cleansing of the sanctuary; or for such a
tolerable progress in the cleansing of it, as may be taken notice of, and
attract the eyes of all those who wait for this cleansing of God’s Church.

4. If any one should ask, what happened so remarkably about that
time, as to show that the sanctuary is in some degree cleansed, or that
this important work is really carried on with any tolerable success; I
would answer, that God was working at that time, and still works such
a work as never was scen sinco the aposties’ days; he has sent some
chosen servants of his, both in these kingdoms and abroad, who, by the
manifest assistance of God’s Spirit, have removed the filthy doctrine of
justification by works, and the outward Christless performances of mo-
ral duties, which pollute the sanctuary, and make it an abomination to
the Lord. 'The Holy Ghost is given, and the love of God is shed abroad
in the.hearts of believers as in the duys of old ; and the Lord has taken

Vor. IV. 10
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e. Let but these objectors ponder the word Axoxaulss, and they
will be ashamed to say that we must not look into those things because
they were never revealed unto us.

4. If Jesus told his disciples that it was not theirs to know the times
when those things should be accomplished, it does not follow that it must
be hid from us who are far more nearly concerned in them than they
were ; beside, how should they have understood and borne those things
before they had reccived the Comforter, since they thought them bitter,
after they had obtnined the Divine gift, when they had some knowledge of
them? Add to this, that Danicl’s vision was to be closed till the end, and
could not be perfectly known till very near the time of the fulfilling of it.

5. It is remarkable that more books have been written upon the pro.

ies these last hundred years, than were ever known before ; and all
(those at least which I have read) agree that these things will, in all
probability, soon come upon the earth. 1 know many have been grossly
mistaken as to the year, but because they vere rash, shall we be stupid?
Because they said, “ To-day,” shall we say, « Never;” and cry, ¢ Peace,
peace,” when we should look about us with eyes full of expectation ?

I know that a good part of a hundred thousand Protestants, scattered
in France, expect some great revolution, that will turn at last for their

and reunite themn to the children of above two hundred thousand
of their brethren, that were cither expelled the kingdom, or forced to
leave it, because they would not take the mark of the beast in their
hands, or on their forcheads.

Let us not judge rashly, nor utter vain predictions in the name of the
Lord ; but yet let us look about us with watchful eyes, lest the enemy
take an advantage of us, and we lose the opportunity of rousing people
out of their sleep, of confirming the weuk brethren, and bmldmg up in
our most holy faith those who know in whom they have believed. If
we are mistaken in forming conjectures; if the phenomena we hear of
every where are but common providences ; if these things happen not
to us, but to our children, (as they most certainly will, before the third
generation is swept away ;) i8 it not our husiness to prepare ourselves
for them, to meditate on them, and to warn as many people as we can
prudently, lest their blood should be required at our hands, were they to
fall because of a surprise? Let us pray to God more frequently, that
for the elect’s sake, he would still more shorten the days of the tribula-
tion, and add daily to the true Church such as will be saved. But let
us not forget to rejoice with Abraham, in seeing, by faith, the glorious
day of our Lord, and to hasten, by our fervent prayers, that glorious
kingdom, those happy days, when narrow shall be the way of destruc-
tion, when saints, raised from the dead, shall converse with living saints,
and the world of spirits be manifested, in a great measure, to the mate.
rial world : in a word, when Jesus will be all in all.

What a glorious prospect is thin! Let us then often think of these
words of our Lord, ¢ Behold, I come quickly, blessed is he that mindeth
the sayings of this prophecy.” Let us join the Spirit and the bride, who
ray, «Come :” O let him that heareth say, ¢ Come,” and let him that
is ‘athirst come ; « for he that testifieth these thmgs says, Surely 1 come
quickly, Amen : even so, come, Lord Jesus.” J. F.

Loxvon, November 29, 1776,
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is the cause of almost all our sins—the bait of temptation. 4. God calls
us to show our faith and love by a spirit of sacrifice. Pleasure is Isaac.
5. Denying ourselves, hating our life, dying daily, crucifying the flesh,
putting off the old man, are Gospel precepts: so is cutting off the right
hand, plucking out the right eye, and forsaking all to follow Christ.
6. God makes no exceptions. All the offending members must be cut
off, every leak must be stopt ; otherwise the corrupting plcasure spared
gets more ascendency. 7. Pleasures render the soul incapable of the
operations of the Spirit, and obstruct Divine consolations. :

Now nature is all for plcasure, and lives upon sensuality. The senses,
heart, mind, and imagination, pursue always objccts that may gratify
them. Wae love pleasure so as to deprive ourselves of every thing to
enjoy it in some kind or other; and we undergo hardships to procure it.
Nature frets horribly if disappointed in this favourite pursuit; and yet,
if nature be pampered, grace must be starved.

Earthly pleasures are of a corrupting nature ; for example, that of
taste, if indulged, spreads through, corrupts, and dissipatcs all the powers
of the soul and body. It is so much the more dangerous, as it hides
itself under a mask of necessity, or colour of lawfulness ; and does all
the mischief of a concealed traitor. It betrays with a kiss, poisons with
boney, wounds in its smiles, and kills while it promises happiness.

Indulgence enervates and renders us incapable of suffering any thing
from God, men, devils, or self’; and stands continually in the way of our
doing, as well as suffering the will of God. It is much easier, therefore,
to flee from pleasure than to remain within due bounds in its enjoyments.
The greatest saints find nothing is so difficult, nothing makes them
tremble so, as the use of pleasure ; for it requires the strictest watchful-
ness and the most vigorous attention. He must walk steadily who can
walk safely, on the brink of a precipice. .

The absolute nccessity of dying to pleasure will appear from the fol-
lowing considerations. The earthly senscs must be spiritualized ; the
sensual heart purified ; the wandering mind fixed ; the foolish imagina-
tion made sober.

Worldly pleasures are all little, low, and transitory, and a hinderance
to our chief good. Much moderation, however, is to be used in the
choice and degree of our mortifications. Through pride, nature often
prompts us to great extremes, which hurt the body, and sometimes lead
the mind into sourness and obstinacy. But to know, and walk in the
right path of selt denial, we have need of much recollection.

ON HYPOCRISY.

Maxv pretend to a share of the holy child, but we want all the wis.
dom of"the true Solomon to know the mother from the harlot. A hypo-
crite hides wickedness under a cloak of goodness,—clouds without rain,
wells without water, trees without fruit, the ape of piety, the mask of sin,
glorious without, carrion within. They do not put off, but throw a cloak
over it

Satan an arch hypocrite.—Having apostatized from God himself, he
endeavours to vent his malice and envy on God’s favourite, man. He
disguised himself as a serpent, showed much love and friendship, and by
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the Christian puts all under the strict rule of grace :—grace is Sarah,
reason Agar. The one talks of right reason, the other rectifieth it.

The hypocrite puts honesty in the place of piety, but the Christian is
honest and kind from a principle of genuine piety. There was a dif-
ference between Alexander and David pouring out water, the one before
his soldiers, the other before the Lord.

He hath for virtues only shining vices—virtues proceeding from un.
sanctified reason, and spoiled by the intention : thus a covetous, indolent
man-avoids and hates law suits ; he is sober and temperate through love
of money, or of health and reputation ; he is diligent and industrious to
compass profit. But the Christian hath the truth, if he wants the per-
fection of virtue ; the one shines as rotten wood, the other as gold in
the ore.

The hypocrite cries up virtue and exclaims against vice, rather by
speech than practice ; but the king’s daughter is glorious within: the
one speaks, the other lives, great things.

The hypocrite keeps himself from gross sins, but harbours spiritual
corruptions. Docs he subdue his passions? 'They are in the way of
his glory and quiet. Does he do good? It is to be more in love with
himself. The Christian cleanseth himsell from all spiritual vices: the
one is settled on the lees of self love, the other is emptied of self, and
filled with Christ.

The hypocrite compares himself with a child of God, when under

antages ; as for oxample, when he is fallen, or overtaken in an
infirmity ; but the whitest devil shall not stand in the judgment with the
most tawny child of God. Theo meteor may blaze, but the star standeth.

The Aearing hypocrite.—The hearing hypocrite hears Christ’s word
without benefit ; he assembles with the pious, whom he deceives, as he
hopes to deceive Christ, Luke xiii. He to meet Christ, not as the
bride, but only as the bride’s friend. He is the stony ground ; he is
sermon proof, repels conviction, tukes nothing to himself, or shakes it
off, as sheep do the rain. He hath the forchead of the whore, Jer. iii,
3, and refuses to be ashamed. Christ condemns him both as a worker
of iniquity, and a builder on the sand. The Christian hears so that his

“profiting appears unto all men;” he hears Christ himself through the
minister ; and the word is « ablo to save his soul,—is a savour of life
unto life :” nor is he “ a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the word.”

‘The hypocrite will hear only such ministers as suit his humour,—Ba-
laam suits Balak, a lying prophet Ahab. He will neglect or slight
others. ‘The Christian hears God’s voice through every messenger of
his ; the plainer the message, the better he receives the messenger,—as
“an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus,” Gal. iv, 14. He judges not
of the word by the preacher, but of the preacher by the word. He,
like Jehosaphat, will hear Micaiah preach, rather than the four hundred
prophets of Baal.

The hypocrite hears, in hopes of hearing something new ; therefore
when he has heard a few times, he grows weary, and longs for a new
preacher. An unsanctified heart, like a sick stomach, loathes its daily "
bread ; but the Christian i1s never tired of ¢ the sincere milk of the
word ;” he desires no new wine ; he likes mnanna after forty years,—
“ Evermore give us this bread.”
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Christian is both reconciled to, and transformed into the word ; receiving
it as the word of God in the love thereof. If the word be a nail, it
nails him to Christ ; if a sword, he loves to be cut and dissected ; if a
fire, he is like water, or as gold. The one kisses the word, like Judas ;
the other embraces it, as Joseph did Benjamin.

The praying hypocrite.—~The praying hypocrite prays with his
tongue, but not with his heart. The heart of the Christian goes first
in prayer.

'll)‘lmy hypocrite asks according to his wishes, looking no farther, like
Israel for quails, Balaam for leave to curse God’s people, Rachel for
children. But the Christian, like Hannah, who prayed hard, and sub.
mitted all to God.

He is wavering and double minded. ¢ Can God furnish a table in the
wilderness 1 < Will he hear and answer ?” The Christian asketh in
faith, nothing wavering ; as Moges at the Red Sca, while Israel cried
and expected death.

The hypocrite is sometimes presumptuous also : « Wherefore have I
. fasted, and thou seest not1” The Christian always comes as a poor
beggar, crying with the centurion, “I am not worthy.” He quarrelleth
with God, if not answered: «“This evil is of the Lord.” But the
Chriuian”waiteth patiently, suying, «It is the Lord, let him do as he

He prays without repentance, regarding iniquity in his heart; but the
Christian confesses and forsakes his sin.

The hypocrite prays without faith, without expecting an answer;
therefore he often cuts short his prayer, especially in secret. The
Christian pours out his soul in prayer: gives good mcasure, pressed
down, running over, being assured that word standeth fast, « If yc, being
evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more
shall my heavenly Father give his Holy Spirit to them that ask it 1"

At other times the hypocrite will exceed measure,—but only in com-
pany, like the Ave Marias of the Papists. The true Christian measures
his prayers by his affections, and by werks of charity and duty.

The hypocrite praye in adversity, not in prosperity : he comes like
the leper, or beaten child. The Christian, as the loving son, prays in
prosperity, without the compulsion of the rod. Or, perhaps, he will
pray in prosperity ; but in adversity his heart sinks, like Nubal's : he
murmurs, complains, and cries out, “ Why doth the Lord do thus unto
me?’ The Christian remembers those words of St. James, ¢ Is any
afilicted? Let him pray.” The one, as a bastard, runs away ; the other
kisses the rod, and sees every thing as the answer of prayer, submitting
himself wholly to the will of God.

The preaching hypocrite worse than all.—Admitted of men, not called
of God, he preaches Christ, but not for Christ. ¢ Put me (saith he) into
the priest’s office, that I may eat a morsel of bread.” He is, perhaps,
a “ preacher of rightecousness,” but a ¢ worker of iniquity.” But the
true Christian preacher only spends and is spent upon Christ and his
interest ; he is careful not only of his gifts, but of his grace ; not only
to be sent of men, but of God. The one preaches himself, and for
himself ; the other preaches Christ, aud for Christ.

The bypocrite is ambitious to show his learning,—to be admired
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to provide for death, which carries away all, or rather hurries us away
from all at once! Whatmahrmngthaxghtutlmformpemumtnn-
ners! May their souls be required this very night? O let them not plot
wickedness and coatrive vanity against to-morrow.

III. The circumstance of the particular time of this rich man’s death
is very awful, « This night,” not this day, «shall thy soul,” &c. This
seems to imply four things.

(1.) Darkness and borrar, which chiefly belong to the night. Of this
wehavolmlunglllulnhonl,mthedmucnonoflheﬁmbomoftho
Egyptians, and of Sennacherib’s army in-Judea. (2.) Drowsiness
and carnal security, illustrated in the opposite case of the foolish virgins,
Matt. xxv. (3.) Sadness, in opposition to those nights which he had
perhaps spent in debauchery and vain diversions. (4.) Sin and igno-
rance of the ways of God ; which are called darkness night, works of
darkness, &c, in various parts of the Scripture.

- O think upon this night of death, ye that forget God. How soon may
nbehere,toenﬂave:lupanyourpnde and make it share the fate of
Absalom’s beauty, Jezebel’s paint, and Saul’s stature.

If this night of death is coming upon all! This night  when no man
can work !” Let us follow our Lord’s advice, * and work the works of
God, while it is day,” John ix, 4.

IV. How wonderful is the nature, bow inestimable is the value of that
soul, which was required of this fool ; and which shall be required of us!

How excellent is that noble, that neglected being, in itself! Spiritual,
|mTfLGﬁMwﬂmoMglomﬁcma,madeaﬂumBm

1
precious is it, as well as how excellent. It is a jewel of inesti-
mable value, and its worth may be estimated, (1.) From the admirable
texture of the body, which is only the casket where that jewel is
phcad. (2.) From the extraordinary pains which the sons of men take
adorn the body, whose value depends only on the jewel it
cunnuu. (3.) From the testimony of Christ, who prefers one soul to
the whole material creation : “Whnlhllnpmﬁumnn,xfhogamﬂn
whole world, and lose his own soul 7’ Matt. xvi, 26

Suﬂ'ermﬂhenbonhwyou,bmhm,tobelowmymmﬂ-pm
and care, in some measure, proportionable to their worth ; at least, be
notoﬂ'endadwﬂhunmmden,fordmwmgmcmcmfonheuln-
tion of your precious, immortal souls.

V. hodullmqmmhu.oul?“'l‘hymlllhnﬂbemqund. The
original word, asawrsev means, “They shall require.” The question
then offers itself, Who they are that shall require the unprepared world-

s soul?

lmf'mwer, (1.) Not Christ as a Saviour; for in that capecity he hath
nothing to do with dying unbelievers. They would not receive his

into their hearts, and be will not receive them into his glory, Prov. 1, 24,
&ec. (Q)Norqoodmgels we read, indeed, that they “ carried Laza-
rus to Abrabham’s bosom,” Luke xvi, 22 : but the rich man found his
way to the flames without them. (8.) Nor departed saints, who neither
can nor will meddle with unregenerated souls. For this we may read
the conversation between Abraham and the wretch who prayed to him
for help, Luke xvi. Who then? (1.) Some unforeseen accident or
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ment, to come, by the prayer of faith, to the Prince of life, that, through
the value of his death, he may take away the sting of death, sin, from
th heart. Steadfnstly believe these comfortable words of St. Paul:

tasted death for every man ; that he, through death, might destroy
Inm thu had the power of denth that is, the devil ; and deliver them

who, through fear of death, were all their lifetime subject to bondage,”
Heb. i, 9, 14, 15. lf)ou heartily credit this blessed report, you will
find your fears of death changed into longings after it; and with your
dying breath you will be able, through mercy, to challenge the king of
terrors, aud to say, with the apostle, « O death, where is thy sting? O
grave, where is thy victory ? Thanks be to God, who giveth us the vic-
tory, through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

THE TEST OF A NEW CREATURE:
OR, HEADS OF EXAMINATION FOR ADULT CHRISTIANS.

“ Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith,” 2 Cor. xiii, 5.

WHATEVER i8 the state of one wholly renewed, must be, in a less de-
gne the state of all *“ who are born from above :” and whatever is the
of perfect holiness, to walk by the same rule must be the way to
obtain the same salvation. The image of God is one, grace is the
same ; and to be in Christ is to believe, and have the fellowship of his

Regeneration differs only in degrees of strength and soundness. In
our early justification the Divine life is comparatively small, and mixed
with sin; but when perfectly renewed, we are strong, and every part
pure, holdmgbyfuththntnlvmwhwhmakeemonemththeSon
of God.

The law given in our first state, and the law required by the Gospel,
the covenant of works, and the covenant of faith, are different. What.
ever we see in the example of Jesus, and whatever he promises to be-
stow on his followers, are unquestionable privileges of Gospel salvation.
Neither is the whole of this salvation, of our justification, or of our re.
newal after the image of God, finished, till the resurrection, when we
shall ““esee him as he is,” and beholding him face to face, *his name
shall be written on our foreheads.”” Nor can we ever have so much of the
likeness of God as to be incapable of more ; but rather the more we ob-
tain of his image and favour, the more we are fitted to receive for ever
and ever.

HEADS OF EXAMINATION.

L. Do I feel any pride; or am I partaker of the meek and lowly
mind that was in Jesus? Am I dead to all desire of praise? If any de-
spise me, do I like them the worse for it1 Or if they love and approve
me, do I love them more on that account? AmI to be accounted
useless, and of no consequence,—glad to be made of no reputation?
Do bumiliations give me real pleasure, and is it the language of my
heart,

Make me little and unknown,
Loved and prized by God alone ?












POSTHUMOUS PIECES

LATE REV. JOHN FLETCHER;

SIX LETTERS

SPIRITUAL MANIFESTATION OF THE SON OF GOD}
TOGETHER WITH

DIVERS PASTORAL AND FAMILIAR LETTERS:

OOLLECTED AND FIRST PUBLISHED

BY THE REV. MELVILLE HORNE.












































































































SPIRITUAL MANIFESTATION OF THE SON OF GOD. 307

way and the door,” says Jesus; no man cometh to the Pather but by me,
¢ Look unto me and be ye saved, all ye ends of the earth.” Our look-
ing to him for salvation would be to as little purpose, were he not to
manifest himself to us, as our looking toward the east for light if the
sun were not to rnse upon us.

‘The revelation of Christ, productive of St. Paul’s conversion, was not
the only one with which the apostle was favoured. At Corinth the Lord

and spake to him in the night by a vision. ¢ Be not afraid,
but speak and hold not thy peace ; for I am with thee, and no man shall
hurt thee.” On another uccasion, to wean him more from earth, Christ
favoured him with the ncarest views of heaven. “I knew a man in
Christ,” says he, “whother in the body or out of the body I cannot tell,
who was caught up into the third heaven, into paradise, and heard words
which it is not possible for man to utter.” And he informs us farther,
that «lest he should be exalted above measure through the abundance
of the revelations, a messenger of Satan was suffered to buffet him.”
When he had been brought before the sanhedrim for preaching the
Gospel, 8t. Luke informs us that «the night following the Lord stood
by him, and said, Be of good cheer, Paul; for as thou hast testified of
me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome.” The ship
in which be sailed being endangered by a storm, there stood by him
«the Angel of God, whuse he was, and whom he served, saying, Fear
pot, Paul,” &c.

St. Paul was not the only one to whom Christ manifested himself in
this familiar manner. Ananias of Damascus was ncither an apostle nor
a deacon; nevertheless, to him ¢“said the Lord in a vision, Ananias.
And he said, Behold, [ am here, Lord ; and the Lord said, Arise, and go
into the street, which is called Struight, and inquire in the house of
Judas for onc called Saul, of Tarsus; for hehold he prayeth.” In like
manner, Philip was directed to go near and join himself to the eunuch’s
chariot. And St. Peter being informed that three men sought him, the
Lord said to him, ¢ Arise and go with them, doubting nothing, for I have
sent them.”

Whether we place these manifestations in the class of the extra.
ordinary, or of the mixt ones, we equally learn from them: (1.) That
the Lord Jesus revealed himself as much after his ascension ns he did
before. (:2.) That if he dues it to seud his servants with a Gospel mes.
sage to particular persons, he will do it much more to make that message
effectual, and to bring salvation to those who wait for him.

As for the revelations of Christ to St. John, they were so many, that
the last book of the New Testament is called the Revelation, as contain.
ing chiefly an account of them. “I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s
day,” says the apostle ; <« and I heard hehind me a great voice, as of a
trumpet, saying, I am the first and the last. I turned to sce the voice
that spake with me, and 1 saw one like unto the Son of man, &c.
When I saw him I fell at his feet as dead ; and he laid his hands upon
me, saying, Fear not, I am the first and the last.,” Write the things
which are and shall be.  Onc of the things which our Lord commanded
John to write, is a most glorious promise, that “ he stands at the door”
of the human heart, ready to manifest hiniself even to poor lukewarm
Laodiceans ; and that “if any man hear his voice and open the door.”
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he will be in you. He will fill your souls with his light, love, and glory,
according to that verse which we have so often sung together,
Refining fire, go through my heart,
Illuminate my soul,
Scatter thy life through overy part,
And sanctify the whole.

8o shall we live and die in the faith, going on from faith to faith,
from strength to strength, from comfort to comfort, till Christ is all in all
to us all. J. FLETCHER.

P. 8. I earnestly recommend to you all my dear brother Greaves.
Show him all the love you have shown to me, and, if possible, show him
more, who is so much more deserving.

III.—To the brethren in and about Madeley.

Nryon, Feb. 11, 1779.

My Drar Comeanions mv TriBuLATION,—DPeace and mercy, faith,
hope, and love be multiplied to you all in general, and to each of you in
particular, from the Father of mercies, through the Lord Jesus Christ,
by the Spirit of grace. I thank you for your kind remembrance of me
in your prayers. [ am yet spared to pray for you. O that I had more
power with God! 1 wouldl bring down all heaven into all your hearts.
Strive together, in love, far the living faith, the glorious hope, the sancti-
fying, perfecting love, once delivered to the saints. Look to Jesus.

ove on: run yourselves in the heavenly race, and let each sweetly
draw his brother along, till the whole company appear before the re-
decming God in Sion, adorned as a bride for the heavenly Bridegroom.

1 hope God will, in his mercy, spare me to sec you in the flesh ; and
if I cannot labour for you, I shall gladly suffer with you. If you will
put health into my flesh, marrow into my bones, joy into my heart, and
life inte my whole frame, be of one heart and of one soul. Count nothing
your own, but your sin and shume ; and bury that dreadful property in
the grave, the bottomless grave of our Saviour. Let all you arc and
have be his that bought you, and his members’, for his sake. Dig hard
in the Gospel mines for hidden treasure. Blow hard the furnace of
prayer, with the bellows of faith, until you are melted into love, and the
droes of sin is purged out of every heart. *There is a river that maketh
glad the city of God;” it is grace that flows from his throne. Jesus is
the vessel, the heavenly ark : get together into him, and sweetly sail
down into the ocean of eternity. So shall ye be true mincrs, furnace
mcen, and barge men.  Furewell in Jesus. J. FLETCHER.

—

IV.—To the Rev. Charles Wesley.

Loxvox, Dec. 12, 1758.

My Dear Sir,—If my silence were owing to forgctfulness, I should
blush at not availing myself more frequently of your permission to
write; but the idea I entertain, that nothing but your great condescen-
sion can make my correspondence supportable, makes me sometimes
act in a manner quite contrary to the sentiments of my heart.

Before I left "l'crn, the Lord gave me a medicine to preparc mo to
suffer what awaited me here.
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flatter myself that you are in the habit of returning my prayers. Ihave
even shared the joy of Mrs. Wesley in sceing you again. Happier
than the afflicted Jesus, you leave your own and they regret your ab-
sence; you return to your own, and they receive you with joy. You
cannot yet be rendered perfect by suffering; your father and mother
have never forsaken you: but no matter, you have no doubt your afflic-
tions! And probably the Lord puts you secretly in a crucible, that you
may go forth as gold seven times tricd in the fire. May he lay his hand
upon you and fill you with his strength! He will not forget Mrs. Wes.
ley: 1 have had some assurances that he will not when 1 have been en-
abled to lay at the ftect of Jesus, the delightful burden you pnt upon
me by interesting me in her present critical circumstances,  If T were
more humble 1 would beg you to present her my humble respects ; and
if I were strong in faith like Elizabeth, I could say like her, with that
fulness of the Spirit which should go to her heart, «Blessed art thou
among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb!”  But it becomes
not me fo presume so far: I shall be happy if’ my good wishes may be
found sincere before God,

The adversary avails himself mightily of the enthusiasm of Miss
A——d to prevent the success of my preaching in French; but I be-
lieve that my own unworthiness does more for the devil than ten Miss
A ’s. llowever, I have thought it my duty to endeavour to stem
the torrent of discouragement, praying the Lord to provide for this poor
people a pastor after his own heart, whom the wandering sheep may be
willing to hear, and who may bring them to himself.

Give me some account of Mrs. Wesley and of the god-father she
designs for your little Charles: and that she may not labour under a
deception, tell her how greatly I want wisdom, and add that I have no
more grace than wisdom. If, after all, she will not reject so unworthy
a sponsor, remetnber that [ have taken you for a father and adviser, and
that the charge will in the cnd devolve upon you. Adicu. May the
plenitude of Christ fill you, and may some drops of that precious oil
run from you to me! J. FLETCHER.

VI.—To thc Rev. Mr. Charles V¥esley.

TERN, Oct. 24, 1759.
My Dear Se,—For some days past, the hope of hearing from you
has been balanced by the fear that you were not in a condition to write.
This last idea prevails so much, that I take my pen to entreat you to
deliver me from the inquictude which I suffer from your silence.  If the
gout prevents you from writing, employ the hand of a friend. If you
are in the third heaven of contemplation and love, let brotherly love for
a moment bring you down; if you wander in the desert of temptation,

let sympathy unitc you to a miserablo man who feels himself undone.
Since my last, I have taken some steps toward the knowledge of
myself. If you inquirc what I have learncd? I answer, that I am
naked of every thing but pride and unbelicf. Yesterday 1 was seized
with the desire of making rhymes, and I versified my thoughts on the
present state of my soul in a hymn, the first part of which I now send
























FAMILYAR LETTERS. 321

received from the viceroy of Mexico, he sent him one containing only
these words, ¢l will do what you command me.” And althongh this
manner of writing might secin disrespectful to persons of so higl quality
yet it gave no ofence from one who was so far from all compliments,
and who never spoke any thing superfluous.”

Now, madam, for fear of writing any thing superfluous, I shall conclude
by wishing both you and I may fullow Lopez, as he followed Christ; and
subscribing mysclf, madam, the ready servant of you and yours in the
(rospel, J. FLETCHER.

XVI.—To Miss Huiton.

MADELEY, .

My Drar Friexo oy T Lorn,—I thought last Sunday, that you
were not far from the kingdom of God : had your wisdom stooped a little
more to “ the toolishness of the eross,” you would have been the little
child to whomn God reveals what he justly hides from the wise and pru.
dent. | longed to have followed you, and given you no rest till you had
drunk “the cup of blessing,” which your Lord had mixed for yvou with
his bitter tears, and most precious blood.  And how glad was 1 1o find
last night that you had no aversion to Jesus and his love, nor to the
simple, fuolish way of entertaining him in your heart, as you can by
mere faith. How often since has my heart danced for jov, in hope that
the time is come, when the Lord will fully open your heart like that
of Lydia, to attend, without cavilling or ohjecting, to his still, small voice,
«TI am thine, aud thou art mine.” « Fear not, for [have redeemed thee,
thou worm Jacob. I have graven thy name (that is, sinner) upen the
palms of my hands. 1 shall see in thee the travail of 1ny soul, and shall
be satisfied. Let me not upbraid thee longer tor wilful unbelief and
hardness of heurt; but believe upon the testimony of my word aud ser.
vants that [ am risen for thy justification.  Say not, I must ascind into
heaven, or descend into the deep: I must feel first such a height of joy
or depth of sorrow: nu; believe simply that ¢ the word is nigh thee, in
thy mouth, and in thy heart, namcly, the word of faith preached unto
thee.” I am ¢the Lamb of God;' I have carricd away thy ~ins, and
‘1 do not condenn thee,” though thou condemnest thysclf.  <F am he
that [for mine own suke] blotteth out thy sins as a cloud, and thy iniqui-
ties as a thick cloud : because I will have merey on whom I will have
mercy, namely, on him who will be saved in my way, by that faith which
stumbles the Jew, and is foolishness to the Greek, but which will prove
to thee both the wisdo and power of God.  Fear not, then, O thon of
little faith ; wherefore shouldst thou doubt any longer? Do I despise the
day of small things? Do I break the bruiscd reed, or quench the smok-
ing flax ” Am not | the ¢good Shepherd, who carrieth the lambs in his
bosom?” Doces o mother forsake her sucking child because it is weak,
sickly, unable to walk, or cven to stand? Yea, though a mother should
so forsake her child, ¢yet will 1 never leave thee, nor forsake thee.’
Only lean on thy beloved, and 1 will bring thee up out of the wilderness,
Abandon thysell’ wholly to my care, and 1, the keeper of Israel, will care
for thee ; and thy business shall he henceforth to repose on my bosom,
aud wash thee in my bleeding heart ; aud my business shall be to carry

You. IV, 21
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What proved a disappointment to you was none to me, having been
forced by many such disappointments to look for comfort in nothmng but
these comprehensive words, “ Thy will be done!” A few more trials
will convince you experimentally of the heavenly balm they contain to
sweeten the pains and heal the wounds that crosses and afflictions may
cause, We often improve more by one hour’s resignation than by a
month’s reading ; and when we can exercise neither gifts nor graces,
oune of the last is always excepted—patience; which is then worth all
the rest. O let us make the best of our day, madam ;—a day of grace
—a Gospel day—a day of health—a precarious day of life! Let us
believe, hope, love, obey, repent, spend and be spent for Him who hath
loved us unto death. .

Mr. M. said your portmanteau would go to-day ; but whether it goes
or stays, let neither wind nor tide keep us back from Jesus Christ.
‘That his love may fill our hearts is the repeated wish of, dear madam,
your unworthy friend and servant in Christ, J. FLETCHER.

XVIIL—Tb the Rev. Mr. Charles Wesley.

MapEeLeY, Sept. 9, 1763.

My Dzar Sm,—I sce that we ought to learn continually to cast our
burdens on the Lord, who alone can bear them without fatigue and pain.
If M—— return, the Lord may correct his errors, and give him so to
insist on the fruits of faith as to prevent Antinomianism. I believe him
sincere ; and though obstinate and suspicious, I am persuaded he has a
true desire to know the will and live the life of God. I reply in the
same words you quoted to me in one of your letters, « Do not be atraid
of a wreck, for Jesus is in the ship.” After the most violent storm, the
Lord will perhaps all at once bring our ship into the desired haven.

You ask me a very singular question with respect to women ; I shall
however answer it with a smile, as I suppose you asked it. You might
have remarked that for some days before I set off’ for Madeley, 1 consi-
dered matrimony with a different eye to what 1 had done : and the per-
son who then presented herself to my imagination, was Miss Bosanquet.
Her image pursued me for some hours the last day, and that so warmly,
that I should perhaps have lost my peace, if a suspicion of the truth of
Juvenal’s proverb, Veniunt a dote sagiti@, had not made me blush, fight,
and flee to Jesus, who delivered me at the same moment from her image
and the idea of marriage. Since that time I have been more than ever
on my guard against admitting the idea of matrimony, sometimes by
the consideration of the love of Jesus, which ought to be my whole feli-
city, and at others by the following reflections :—
- It is true that the Scripture says, that a good wife is a gift of the
Lord ; and it is also true that there may be one in a thousand ; but who
would put in a lottery where are 999 blanks to one prize? and suppose
I could discover this phcenix, this woman of a thousand, what should I
guin by it? A distressing refusal. How could she choose such a man
as me? If; notwithstanding all my self love, I am compelled cordially
to despise myself, could I be so wanting in generosity as to expect
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XX.—To Miss Hallon.

MabpeLey, Dec. 1764.

Mapax,— am sensible how much I want advice in a thousand par-
ticulars, and how incapable I am safely to direct any one ; I shall, never-
theless, venture to throw upon this sheet the following observations, as
they came to my mind on the reading your letter.

You cannot expect, on the Gospel plan, to attain to such a carriage as
will please all you converse with. The Son of God, the original of all
human perfection, was blamed, somectimes for his silence, and sometimes
for his speaking, &c; and shall the handmaid be above her Master 1

‘There is no sin in wearing such things as you have by you, if they are
not out of character ; I mean if they are nccessary for your station, and
characterize your rank.

There is no sin in allowing yourself a little more latitude of speech,
provided you listen to Christ, by inward attention to his teaching, and the
end of what you say may be to introduce what is useful and cdifying ;
for God judgeth of words ascording to the intention of the speaker. 1
may speak idly even in the pulpit; and I may speak to edification in the
market, if what I say is either necessary or proper to introduce, or drive
the nail of a profitable truth. Some parables of our Lord would have
been decmed idle talk, had it ndt been for the end he pursued, and,
upon the whole, accomplished by them. No particular rule ean be given
here ; a thousand circumstances of persons, tempers, places, tines, states,
&c, will necessarily vary a Christian’s plan.

There is no sin in looking checrful. No, it is our duty to be cheer-
ful. Rejoice evermore; und if it is our duty always to be filled with
joy, it is our duty to appear what we are in reality. I hope, however,
your fricnds know how to distinguish between cheerfulness and levity.

If you want to recommend religion to those you converse with, and,
in many instances, to pluck up oftence by the root, let your heart lie
where Mary’s body did. Keep close to Jesus, be attentive to his still,
small voice, and he will fill you with humble love, and such love will
teach you, without any rule, as by the mstmet of your new nature, “to
become all things to all men.”

You ask what the apostle meant by that expression. It is certain he
did not mean to oversct his own precept, “Be not conformed to the
world.”” I apprehend, that in every case, wherein we might promote the
spiritual or temporal good of any one, by doing or suffering things of an
indifferent pature, or even painful and disagrecable to us, we onght to
be ready to become all things to all; provided the good we propose is
superior to the inconveniences to which we submit. Hero also we stand
in need of humble love, and meek wisdom, that we may so weigh cir-
camstances, as to form a right judgment in all things.

I am glad the Lord strips you; I wish self may never clothe you
again. Beware of stiff singularity in things barely indifferent—it is self
in disguise ; and it is so much the more dangerous, as it comes recom-
mended by a serious, self-denying, religious appearance.

I hope the short comings of some about you will not prevent your
eyeing the prize of a glorious conformity to our blessed Head. It is to
he feared, that not u few of those, who talk of having attained it, have
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XXII.—T7b Miss Hatton.

MapeLEY, June 2, 1765.

Mapau,—I thank you for the letter of your correspondent. What
he says about luminous joy may sometimes be the case in some of God’s
dear children ; but I apprehend that God’s design in withholding from
them those gracious influences, which work upon and melt the sensitive,
affectionate part in the soul, is to put us more upon using the nobler
powers, the understanding and the will. These are always more in the
reach of a child of God, while the other greatly depend upon the texture
of the animal frame; and if they are not stirred in a natural way, the
Spirit of God can alone, without any concurrence in general, excite
them. Do you believe, love, take up your cross, and run after Jesus ?

You must let friends and foes talk about your dress, while you mind
only Jesus, his word, and your own conscience. You talk of hearing
me soon. I dare never invite any one to hear me, though I am glad to
see friends: but now I can invite you with pleasure to come and
hear a preacher, who, under God, will make you amends for the trouble
of a journcy to Madeley. Ilis name is M ; he may possibly stay
a Sunday or two more with me; but Jesus has promised to be alwuys
with his poor followers : to his merciful hands I commend both you and
your unworthy friend, J. FLETCHER.

XXIII.—To Miss Hatton.

ManeLEY, Aug. 8, 1765,

Mapax,~Mr. Mather and I have considered your objections to our
little confession of faith; be pleased to take the following short
answers :—

1. We do not forget that God works all good in all men : this is clearly
implied in our first article; but we do not believe that his working is
generally irresistibly, or that it supersedes our being workers together
with him.

II. Can any one work out his salvation by a faith productive of sancti.
fication, and yet neglect good works? Impossible !

III. Obdurate sinncrs, if their day of grace is not over, have always
power to belicve some legal truths at least, and to renounce some abomi-
nations in consequence of that belief: if they resist the Spirit here, what
wonder that he does not proceed any farther ! Convictions of sin as well
as of righteousness are not alwuys so strong as to carry all before them.
As the dew falls more frequently on the earth than hard showers, so
more gentle, less observable, and more gradual droppings of grace
descend upon earthly hearts more frequently than driving storms of fear
or strong transports of love : their cflects may be as gracious though less
farcible, and God hath all the glory of the one, as well as of the other.

IV. «Can convinced sinners, under the sound of the Gospel, believe
with the heart?” &c. Through the power of God, always more or
less present, they can believe with the heart those truths which are
“ suited to their wants, and properly proposed to them.” If they cannot,
why does God call upon them to believe, and send them word they shall
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belief of the promise of forgiveness of sin, and of deliverance from its
dominion : « Have ye reccived the Holy Ghost since ye belicved? After
that ye believed ye were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise. Now
the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,” &ec. This
was the language of St. Paul; and we dare not confound what he dis-
tinguishes, namely, « bchevmg and tasting ull the rich fruits of faith.”
Concermning some of these, which faith does not, in general, immediately
produce, we allow you to say, perhaps, not now; but though they tarry,
yet wait for them, for they will surely come.

Restlers, resign'd, for these I wait,

For these my vehement soul stands still.

But observe, (1.) That this earnest is one of the blessed fruits of faith,
and not something previous to it, as you seem to imagine. (2.) 'l'hal
we do not suppose it necessary for those, who are truly convinced of
sin, and desire to be justified freely by the grace of God, through the
redemption that is in Christ, to wait at all before they believe, that « he
is made unto them of God righteousness, for the present pardon of their
sins : nor for those who are truly weary of their carnal mind to wait
before they believe, that « he is made unto them of God sanctification,”
for the presecnt destruction of it: for the promise is even now “to us,
and to our children,” (those that are afar off not excepted) if they lay
hold on it by faith, But greater discoveries, riper fruits, richer tastes,
fuller enjoyments of these blessings, together with a being more strength-
ened, established, and settled in them, is what we esteem our privilege
to expect, and wait for, in the manner you describe.

V. You scem to suspect that this faith, on the one hand, leads to
Antinomianism, and on the other, takes from God the glory of our
salvation.

As to the first suspicion, I hope it is obviated in our second and fourth
answers, it being impossible that a faith, consequent upon real convic-
tion and weariness of sin, and begotten by the pure Gospel word, through
the Spirit; a faith which leads us to sanctification and the destruction
of the carnal mind ; a faith which is productive of all the ripest fruits
of the Spirit, can be mercly notional, or have the lcast tendency to Anti.
nomianisin.

And as to the sccond, we detest the thought of having the least share
in the glory of Christ, as our only Redecmer, or of the Spirit, as our
only Sanctifier. We abhor it as much as the proud and mad conceit
of sharing with God the glory of our Creator and Preserver. We con.
stantly ascribe to free grace all the honour of man’s salvation, and are
persuaded that from the first half-formed desire ruised in the heart, and
the least degree of power given for the improvement of it, to the final
victory over our last encmy, all is of gracc—of mere grace. But as we
may give God all the glory of our creation and preservation, without
supposing that he must breathe, eat, drink, rest, dress, plough, and rcap
for us; so, we apprehend, we may give Christ all the glory of our re-
demption and salvation, without excusing ourselves from the performance
of what he enjoins, and, of his own free, undescrved grace, gives us
both will and power to do.

I rejoice that your soul prospers: you need not look back any more.
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and a steady belief of these Gospel truths, « He is here, he is in me,”
dc : nor do you let them go for any thing you do fecl, or you do not
feel. May God bless, comfort, caabhsh and raise you! Farewell.

J. FLETCHER.

XXVIII.—To Miss Ireland.

Maperey, July —, 1766.

My Very Dear Friexn,—The poor account your father has brought
us of your health, and his apprehensions of not seeing you any more
before that solemn day when all people, nations, and tongues shall stand
together at the bar of God, make me venture (together with my love to
you,) to send you a fow lines; and my camest prayer to God is, that
they may be blessed to your soul,

First, then, my dear friend, lct me beseech you not to flatter yourself
with the hopes of living long here on earth. These hopes fill us with
worldly thoughts and make us backward to propare for our change. |
would not for the world entertain such thoughts about myself. 1 bave
now in my parish a young man who has been the<e two years under the

hand. Since they have given him up, which is about two
months ago, he has fled to the Lord, and found in him that saving health
which surpasees a thousand times that which the surgcons tlattered him
with ; and he now longs to depart and be with Christ, which is far bet-
ter. ‘To see the bridge of lifc cut off behind us, and to bave done with
all the thoughts of repairing it to go back into the world, has a natural
tendency to make us venture forward to the foot of the cross.

2dly. Consider, my dear, how good the Lord is to call you to be

ted into a better world before you have taken decper root in
this sinful world : and if it is too hard for nature to die now, how much
harder do you think it would be if you lived to be the mother of a fa-
mily, and to cleave to carth by the ties of inany new relations, schemes
of gain, or prospocts of happincss ?

8dly. Refloct, by your ilincss the Lord, who forecasts for us, intimates
long life would not be for his glory nor your happiness. I believe he
takes many young pecople from the evil to come, and out of the way of
those temptations or misfortuncs which would have made them miserable
in time and in etemnity.

4thly. Your earthly father loves you much ;—witness the hundreds
of miles he has gone for the bare prospect of your health : but, my dear,
your heavenly Father loves you a thousand times better ; and he is all
wisdom as woll as all goodness. Allow, then, such a loving, gracious
Father to choose for you; and if he chooses death, acquicsce and =y,
as you can, “ Good is the will of the Lord;” his choice must be best !

. Weigh the sinfulness of sin, both original and actual, and
firmly heheve the wages of sin is death. This will make you patiently
aecept the punishment ; especially if you consider that Jesus Christ by
dying for us, has taken away the sting of death, and turned the grave
into a passage to a blessed eternity.

6thly. Try, my dear, to get neurer to the dear Redeemer.  “He hath
delivered us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us,” Gal.
iii, 9. He hath quenched the wrath of God in his atoning blood. By
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XXIX.—To Miss Hatton.
MabpzLey, July 17, 1766.

My Very Dear Friexn,—I1 want to hear of you, if I cannot hear
from you by a line. The last account I had of your state of health
was a very poor one. What hath the Lord done for your body since ?

My dear friend, we are all going the way of all flesh; and though
you are more sensible of the journey in your body than I am at present,
yet I follow you, or perhaps you follow me. [ often feel a desire to bear
your load for you; but the impossibility of this makes me rejoice that
Jesus who does not faint as I might do, will and does carry both you and
your burden. By a firm unshaken fuith, you know, we cast our souls
upon Jesus, and by that power, whereby he is able to subdue all things
to himself, he receives and bears that which we commit to him.

That this faith may be the firmer on our part, let it be rational as well
as affectionate ; affectionate as well as rational. God is good : he does
not want us to take his word without proof. What expectations of the
dear Messias from the beginning of the world! What amazing chains
of miracles and wonders were wrought in favour of that people and
family from which he was to come! What prophecies fulfilled that we
might rationally believe! What displays of the Godhead in that hea-
venly man Christ Jesus! ¢ In him dwelt, of a truth, the fulness of the
Godhead bodily.” You see the power of God in his miracles; the
mﬂ of God in his character ; the justice and mercy of God n his

the truth and tmlhtulness, the glory of God in his resurrection,
in lhe coming of his Spirit, and the preaching of his everlusting (Gospel.
O my friend, we may believe rationally : we may with calm attention
view the emptiness of all other rehgxons, and the fulness of assurance
that ours affords. And shall we not belicve aftectionately also? Let
us stir up ourselves to love this Jesus who hath given himself to us with
all his blood, all his grace, and all his glory. Come, give him your whole
soul, my dear friend, and take him with all his pardons, all his love, all
his strength. If he wants you to embrace him in his faint, bloody sweat,
or in his racking tortures on the cross, draw not back ; love him, love
him, and let not the grave frighten you. It is good to drop our clay in
his quiet scpulchre, and to follow him on the wings of faith and love,
without a clog of sickly flesh to heaven. ¢ He died for us and rose
sgain, that whether we live or dle, we might be together with him. To
us to live is Christ, and to die gain. He hath blotted out”—

I am happily interrupted by your kind letter. Blessed be God for the
prospect of recovery you mention ! All is well that Jesus does: sick or
well, living or dying, we will be Jesus’.

With regard to your complaint of slothfulness, your body cannot bea.r
the strong exertions of a wrestling faith ; therefore you are called, I
apprehend, with a calm consent to accept of the Gospel tidings, and, with
the quictness of a child at the breast, to suck the milk of Divine conso-
lation. Inward, loving, belicving recollection und resignation is the path
into which our dear heavenly Friend wants now to lead you. Be faith-
ful, be bold, to follow where he leads ; make no words, no unbelieving
words, and all will be well.  Farewell in body and soul.

J. FLETCHER.
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XXXIV.—To Mrs. Hatton.

MapEeLEY, Jan. 30, 1767.

Dear Mapax,—I heard lust night the news of Miss Hatton’s death.
As the stroke had long threatened you, and as she had, through mercy,
long ago resigned herselt to it, 1 hope it hath not found you without the
shield of resignation, paticnee, and confidence in God.- A sparrow, you
know, falls not to the ground without his permission, much less can a
member of his Son fall into the grave without his direction. Surely his
wisdom is infallible: he hath chosen the better part both for you and
your daughter ; he hath chosen to tuke her out of her miscry, to trans-
late her to the place where the weary are at rest, and to give you, by
removing her, an opportunity of caring for your soul as you cared for
her body.

Now, what have you to do, madam, but to put your hand upon your
mouth and say, «It is the Lord ; he gave, and he hath taken away,
blessed be his holy name !’ If you sorrow, let it be in hope of meeting
her soon, all glorious within and without, whom you lately saw such a
spectacle of mortality. David observed (in the lesson for this morning)
that the luve of Jonathan had been better to him than the love of women.
O dwell much upon the consideration of the love of Jesus, and you will
find that it far surpasses that of the most dutiful children ; and comfort
* yourself by the believing thought, that Jesus lives, lives for you, and that
your daughter hives in him ; where you will soon have the joy to meet
her as an incarnate angel.

I am, with prayors for you and Miss Famny, to whom I wish much
consolation in her elder, never-dying Brother, dear madam, your unwor-
thy obliged servant in Chris, J. FLeTCHER.

XXXV.—Tbo Jumes Irclund, Esq.

MavLey, Feb. 1767.

My Very Dear Frieno,—The Lord will spare your daughter as
long as she can get goud, and do vou und others good- by the sight of her
sufferings. When that cup is drunk up, she will be willing to go, and
you to let her go. Remember, she is the Lord’s, much more than
vours: and that what we call dyving, is only breaking the shell of a
troublcsome body, that Christ mnay fully come at the kernel of the soul,
which he hath bought.

Poor Miss Hatton dicd lust Sunday fortnight, full of serenity, faith,
and love. The four lagt hours of her life were better than all her sick-
ness. When the pangs of death were upon her, the comlorts of the
Almighty bore her triumphantly throngh; and some of her last words
were, “ (irieve not at my happiness: this world is no more to me than
a bit of bumt paper. Girace! grace! A sinner saved! 1 wish 1 could
tell you half of what I foel and see. T am going to keep an everlasting
Sabbath. <O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy vic-
tory?  Thanks be to God, who gn(,th me the victory, through my Lord
Jesus Christ ¥ It is very remarkable that she hod hardly any joy in
ker illness, but God made lier ample amonds in her extremity. He kept
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XLI.—7b Mr.

My Dear Frienn,—My delay has, T hope, driven you to the Lord,
who is our Urim and Thummimn, whose answers are infallibly true and
just. Not so those of men; nevertheless, the Lord generally helps us
by each other : may he therefure help you by these lines.

You got safe out of FEgypt with gladuess, and now you scem en-
tangled in the wilderness; but it may be needful for the trial of your
faith, patience, self denial, &c, that you should be left, for awhile, to
feel your own barrenness. Thercfore, hold fast what you have till the
Lord comes with more; equally avoiding discouraging thoughts, and
slight indifference. Retire more inwardly, and quictly listen to what the
Lord will say concerning you: refusing creature comforts, and acting
faith in God your Creator, Christ your Redeemer, and the Spirit your
Comforter. )

You have always a feeling which, properly attended to, would make
you shout, 1 am, I am out of hell'” I beg that this wonderful mercy
may not appear cheap to you: if’ it does, you have got up, and must
come down; for it is proper that the I.ord should bring down your
spirit, and keep you upon crumbs, till you have learned to be thankful
for them.

At the first reading your letter, three things struck me, (1.) You are
wanting in the venture of faith : you do not give enough to that kind of
implicit confidence in Christ, which says, <1 will trust in thee, though
thou slay me.” Now this is a lesson which yon must learn.  Sink or
swim, a believer must learn.to cast himself headlong into the boundless
sea of Divine truth and love. (2.) You have not learned to hold fast
what yon have, and to be thankful for it, till the Lord comes with more ;
till he baptizes you with the Holy Ghost and with fire.  (3.) You do
not make a proper use of the joy of hope, which, nevertheless, is to be
your strength till the Lord comes to his temple to make his abode there.
Adieu. J. l"Lm'xlqg.

XLIL.—To Mr. Henry Brook. .

MabpkLEY, Sept. 6, 1772,

DEear Sir,—If to do was as present with me as to wish, you would
have been half ruined in the postage of fotters. I cannot tell you how
often I have thought of thunking you for your kind letter. My contro-
versy made me put it off some time, and when I was going one day to
answer you, a clergyman called upon me, read your letter, said you were
a sensible author, and if I would let him have it he would let me have
the « Fool of Quality,” of which I had never heard. I forgot to take
your direction, and my backwardness to writing had a very good ex-
cuse to indulge itself. However, it ccases now : after some months
friend has sent me back your unexpected bt welcome favour, for which
I give you my sincero thanks. Accept them warm from my heart to
vours; and thence may they return like a thousand drops into that im-
mense ocean of goodness, truth, love, and delight, whenco come all the
streams which gladden the universe, and ravish the city of God.
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that, I am nothing : but when you plead for love, you plead for the chief
work I contend for ; 50 you are alnost as deep in the mud, as I am in
the mire. With love to yourself, and dutiful love to our noble friend, I
am, &c, J. FLercues.

XLVI.—Tv Miss Mary Cartwright.

MAaDELRY, , 1775,

My Drar Friexo,—As it may be long before you have an opportu-
nity to hear a sermon, | find myself drawn by triendship and pastoral
care, to send you a fow lines to meditate upon to-morrow.

As I was longing for an opportunity to offer life, friends, and liberty to
Him who is worth a thousand such alls, I thought I must wait for no
other opportunity, and found another blessing in using the present mo-
ment. I did not forget to offer you among my friends, and I found it on
my mind to pray and praise with you; and to beseech you to fulfil my
joy, by giving me to see you all glorious within, and full of eager desire
to be with our everlasting Friend. O let us take a thousand times more
notice of him, till the thought of him engrosses all other thoughts, the
desire of him all other desires.

Nothing can reconcile me to let my friends go but the fullest evidence
that they are going to Jesus. If you go before me, let me not want that
comfort. l.et me never see you, but full of an carnest desire to do and
suffer the will of our God. I wanted to scc heavenly joy and glory
beaming from your eyes last night, and, I feared, I saw them not. Par-
don my fears, if they have no foundation. Charity thinks no evil, hopes
all, and yet is jenlous with a godly jealousy ; and, the warmer the cha-
rity, the stronger and keener the jealousy. A doubt passed through my
mind, whether you had not caught our dulness, whether your soul is as
near to God as it was some weeks ago.  O! if the multiplicd mercies
of God toward us do not rouse us to the third heaven of gratitude, what
will?

My prayer, my ardent prayer to God, and I make it now afresh, with
tears of desire, is that yon may live as onec who does not depend on
another breath.  Come, my dear friend, up with your heart, and spread
the arms of your faith. Welcome Jesus. Believe till you are drawn
above yourselt’ and earth ; till your flaming soul mounts and loses itself
irf the Sun of’ righteousness. I want you to be a burning, shining light,
setting fire to all the thatch of the devil, and kindling every smoking flax
around you. Disappoint not the Saviour’s hope, and mine. 1 expect
to sec you not only « risen Lazarus, and a spared Hezekiah, but a Mary
at Jesus’ feet, a Deborah in the work of the L.ord. There is what St.
Paul calls a being beside ourselves, which becomes you so much the
better, as you are restored to us against hope ; and for how long we
know not.

Fultil my joy, I say, which must droop till I can rejoice over you liv.
ing, dying, or dead, * with joy unspeakable and full of glory.” Give
yoursell much to believing, thankful, solemn prayer. I was condenned
for not making more of the solemn opportunity I had with you last
Thursday. O! if we are spared to meet again, let us pray until we
wind our hearts into ardent praise, and then let us praise till we are
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because in that case he would send another Advocate, Paraclete, or
Comforter, to abide with us, and be in us for ever, as our Sanctifier,
our Urim and Thummim, “our lights and perfections,” our oracle and
guide. This is the grand promise to Christians ; called  the promise
of the Father,” and bought by the Son. O may it be scaled on our
hearts « by the Spirit of promise!” May we ever cry,

Seal thon our breasts, and lct us wear

That pledgo of love for ever there !

Then we shall be filled with pure, perfect love ; for the love of the Spirit
perfects that of the Father and Son, and accomplishes the mystery of
God in the belicving soul. Come, then, let us look for it; this great
salvation draws nigh. Let us thank God more thankfully, more joyfully,
more humbly, more penitently, for Christ our first Comforter ; and
hanging on his word, let us ardently pray for the fulness of his Spirit,
for the indwelling of our sccond Comforter, who will lead us into all
truth, all love, all power. Lkt us join the few who besiege the throne
of grace, and not give over putting the Lord in reinembrance, till he has
raised himself a pentecostal Church again in the earth; I mean a
Church of such believers as are all of one heart and one soul. Nor
forget to ask, that, when you press into that kingdom and Church, you
may be followed by, dear madam, yours, &c, J. FLETCHER.

LII.—To Mr. Grecrarood.

Loxpox, , 1777,
My dear companion in tribulation, and in the patience of Jesus. Peace
be multiplicd unto you, and resignation by the cross of Jesus. I bear
your foot on my heart, and cast my heart on Him, to whom all burdens
are lighter than a feather. Paschal said, when the rod of tribulation
was upon him, “ Now I begin to be a Christian,” meaning a follower
of the Man of sorrows. By his picrced feet may yours be ensed.  Hold
this fast, “ Whom the Lord loveth, he chastencth.” Acceptarod asa
token of your adoption, aud be willing to be made perfect in patience by
sutferings.  In the meantime rejoice that Christ’s sufferings are over,—
that they are atoning,—and that they have purchased our comforts. If
you can come safely to-morrow, you will bring a blessing to your poor
pensioner, who remains in the bonds of grateful, brotherly love, yours,

° J. FLETCHER.

LIIL—To James Irclund, Esq.

Newixcron, Feb. 24, 1777.

My Drar Frirnp,—Let us abandon ourselves without reserve to
God, who is alike the God of all grace when he chastises, as when he
blesses us. Be a son of Abrahain,—be an imitator of God. Abraham
refused not to offer up his Isaac, and God has delivered his only Son to
death for us. Refusc nothing to this God of love and tender compas-
sion. The sacrifice of those things which are most precious to us, is
the least unworthy of himn ; and had we a thousand Isnacs, we ought to
keep back nothing fromn him. Perhaps the Lord hath heard your prayer
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the flesh, and the devil ; and to set yourself steadfastly to look to Father,
Son, and Holy Ghost ; to your Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier.

My dear John, you have no time to lose : we have calls here to the
young without end; they die fast. I lately buried two brothers and
sisters in the same grave. Be you also ready ! I was some nights
praying for you on my bed, in my sleepless hours, and I asked for you
the faith of righteous Abel, the chastity of Joseph, the early piety of
Samuel, the right choice of young Solomon, the self denial and absti.
nence of Daniel, together with the zeal and undaunted courage of his
three friends. But above all, I asked that you might follow Jobn the
Baptist, and John the apostle, as they followed our Lord. Back,
earnestly, constantly back my prayer. 8o shall you be faithful, diligent,
and godly; a blessing to all around you; and a comfort to your affec-
tionate old friend and minister, J. FLETCRHER. .

—

LXXIIL—Tb the Right Hon. Lady Mary Fitzgerald.

MapeLEY, Feb. 11, 1785.
MEercy, righteousness, peace, and joy be multiplied to dear Lady
Mary, and to all who are dear and near unto her, from the Father of
mercies, through the Son of his boundless love, and through the Spirit
of infinite love, which the Father breathes continually toward the Son,
and the Son toward the Father! So prays John Fletcher. And who
ar¢ we, my lady, that we should not be swallowed up by this holy,
loving, living Spirit, which fills hcaven and earth? If we could exclude
him from our hearts, we might vilely set up self in opposition to him
who is all in all. But whether we consider or not, there he is, a true,
holy, loving, merciful God. Assent to it, my lady; believe it, rejoice in
it. Let him be God all in all; your God in Christ Jesus; your
brother, who is flesh of your flesh, bone of your bone ; your surety, who
paycth all your debt, in whom the Father was reconciling you and us
unto himself; and in whom we are accepted. What an ocean of love to
swim in—to dive into! Don’t be afraid to venture and to plunge with
all yours; especially our dear friends in St. James’ Place, Mrs. G——

and Mrs. L , &c. I am, &c, J. FLETCHER.

LXXIV.—To Mr. Henry Brooke.

MapELEY, Feb. 28, 1785.

.My Dear BrotaeEr,—I am now led to be afraid of that in my nature,
which would be for pomp, show, and visible glory. I am afraid of fall-
ing by such an expcctation into what I call a spiritual judaizing ; into a
looking for Christ’s coming in my own pompous conceit, which might
make me reject him, if his wisdom, to crucify mine, chose to come in a
meaner way; and if; instead of coming in his Father’s glory, he chose
to come meek, riding, not on the cherubim, but on the foal of an ass.
Our Saviour said, with respect to his going to the feast, « My time is not
yet come.” Whether his time to come and turn the thieves and buyers
out of the outward Church is yet come, I know not. I doubt Jerusalem
and the holy place are yet given to be trodden uuder foot by the Gen.
tiles. But my Jerusalem! = Why it is not swallowed up of the glory of
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that which comes down from heaven, is a question, which I wait to be
solved by the teaching of that great prophet, who is alone possessed of
Urim and Thummim. The mighty power to wrestle with him is all
Divine ; and I often pray,
That mighty faith on me bestow,
Which cannot ask in vain,
Which holds, and will not let thee go,
Till I my suit obtain:
Till thou into my soul inspire,
That perfect love unknown,
And tell my infinito desire,
¢ Whate'’er thou wilt, be done.”

In short, the Lord crucifies my wisdom and my will every way; but
I must be crucified as the thieves. ¢All my bones must be broken ;”
for there is still in me that impatience of wisdom, which would stir,
when the tempter says, « Come down from the cross.” It is not for us
to know the times and seasons, the manner and mystical means of God’s
working ; but only to hunger and thirst, and lic passive before the great
Potter. In short, I begin to be content to be a vessel of clay or of wood,
so I may be emptied of sclf, and filled with my God, my all. Do not
give up your confident hope : it saves still secretly, and hath a present,
and, by and by, will have a great recompense of reward. We are
your obliged friends, J. FLETCHER.

LXXV.—Tbo Mr. Melville Horne.

MapeLeY, May 10, 1785.

Dear Brorier,—I am sorry you should have been uneasy about the
books : I received themn safely after they had lain for some time at Sa.
lop. I seldom look into any book but my Bible ; not out of contempt,
as if I thought they could not teach e what I do not know ; but be-
cause « Vita brevis, Ars longa:” I may never look into either of them
Go on improving yourself by reading, but above all by meditation and
gmyer: and allow our Lord to refine you in the fire of temptation.
Vhere you see a want, at home or abroad, within or without, look upon
that want as a warning to avoid the cauSe of the leanness you perceive,,
and a call to secure the blessings which are ready to take their flight ;
for sometimes truc riches, like those of this world, make themselves
wings and fly away: the heavenly dove may be grieved and take its
flight to humbler and more peaceful roofs. I am glad you do not want
hard or violent measures : I hope you never will countenance them, no,
not against what you dislike. I believe things will turn out very well
at the confcrence, and I shall be a witness of it, if the Lord of the har-
vest give me a cominission to be a spectator of the order and quietness
of those who shall be there : if not, I shall help you by prayer to draw
from far the blessing of love upon our friends. :
In being moderate, humble, and truly desirous to be a Christian, that
is, to be the least, the last, and the servant of all, we avoid running our-
selves into difficultics, wo escape many temptations and many mortifying
disappointments. For my part, as I expect nothing from men, they
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the lost sheep of the house of Israel. He is employed every evening in
the work of the Lorp; and I give him the more opportunity to exer-
cise his talent, as it appears he does it far better than I. I beg two
things for him ; first, that it may hold ; secondly, that he may be kept
humble. He would at first live upon potatoes and water ; but finding it
may impair his health, I have got him to table with me, and shall gladly
pay his board; he works for me, and the workman is worthy of his
hire. Our young collier seems a little discouraged with regard to the
hopes of his being admitted one of your students; he thinks he stands no
chance if all must be qualified as he is. With regard to books, I am in
doubt what to write to your ladyship. Having studied abroad, and used
rather foreign than English books with my pupils, I am not acquainted
with the books Great Britain affords well enough to select the best and
most concise. Beside, a plan of studies must be fixed upon first before
proper books can be chosen. Grammar, logic, rhetoric, with eccle-
siastical history, and a little natural philosophy and geography, with a
great deal of practical divinity, will be sufficient for those who do not
care to dive into languages. Mr. Townsend and C. Wesley might, by
spending an hour together, make a proper choice, and I would recom-
mend them not to forget Watts’ Logic, and his History of the Bible, by
questions and answers, which seem to me excellent books of the kind for
clearness and order. Mr. Wesley’s Natural Philosophy contains as
much as is wanted, or more. Mason’s Essay on Pronunciation will be
worth their attention. Henry and Gill on the Biblo, with the four
volumes of Baxter’s Practical Works, Keach’s Metaphors, Taylor on
the 'I'ypes, printed at Trevecka, Gurnal’s Christian Armour, Edwards
on Preaching, Johnson’s English Dictionary, and Mr. Wesley’s Chris-
tian Library, may make part of the little library. The book of Baxter I
mention, I shall take care to send to Trevecka, as a mite toward the col.
lection, together with Usher’s Body of Divinity, Scapula’s Greek Lexicon,
and Littleton’s Latin Dictionary.

With regard to those who propose to learn Latin and Greek, the mas-
ter your ladyship will appoint may choose to follow his particular method.
Mr. Wesley’s books printed for the use of Christian youths, seem to me
short and proper, and their expense less, which, I suppose, should be con-
sulted. Two or three dictionaries of Bailey or Dyke, for those who
learn English, with two or three Cole’s dictionaries, Screvelius’ and
Pasor’s, for those who will learn Latin and Greck, may be a sufficient
stock at first.

The woman I mentioned died as happy, I trust, as I described her;
but she remained speechless some days through the violence of her dis-
order. Another I buried the same week, who died as triumphant as
Mr. Janaway. God prepare us for that solemn change! Mr. Easter-
brook joins me in duty to your ladyship. We have rejoiced greatly
together at the opening made by the death of Lord B————, for the
spreading of the Gospel : may many cnter in at that door, and especially
all the relations he hath left behind.  Mr. James Stillingfleet is presented
by Mr. Hill to the living of Shawbury, cight miles from Shrewsbury,
and twenty from here. I thank the Lord for this fellow helper. My
Christian respects wait upon all that love Jesus about your ladyship. 1
am your ladyship’s unworthy servant, J. FLETCHER.



FAMILIAR LETTERS. 376

LXXX.—To James Ireland, Esg.

MapzLey, Dec. 30, 1769.

My Dzar Friexp,—Last night I received your obliging letter, and
am ready to accompany you to Montpelier, provided you will go with
me to Nyon. I shall raise about twenty guineas, and with that sum, a
gracious Providence, and your purse, I hope we shall want for nothing :
if the Lord sends me, I should want nothing, though I had nothing, and

my fellow traveller was no richer than myself.

I hope to be at Bristol soon, to offer you my services to pack up. You
desired to have a Swiss servant, and I offer myself to you in that capacity ;
for I shall be no more ashamed of serving you, as far as I am capable
of daing it, than I am of wearing your livery.

Two reasons (to say nothing of the pleasure of your company) engage
me to go with you to Montpelier ; a desire to visit some poor Hugonots
in the south of France, and the need I have to recover a little French,
before I go to converse with my compatriots.

The priest at Madeley is going to open his house, and I have
declared last Sunday, that I propose to strip the whore of Babylon, and
expose her nakedness to-morrow. All the Papists are in a great forment,
and they have held meetings to consult on the occasion. One of their
bloody bullies came to « pick up,” as he said, a quarrel with me, and
what would have been the consequence had not I providentially had com.-
pany with me I know not. How far more their rage may be kindled
to-morrow, I don’t know : but I question whether it will be right for me
to leave the field in these circumstances. I forgot to mention that two of
our poor ignorant Churchmen are going to join the mass house, which
is the cause of my baving taken up arms also. Farewell. Yours,

J. FLETCHER.

LXXXI.—7b James Ireland, Esq.

- TREVECEA, Jan. 18, 1770.

My Dzar Frienp,—I know not what to think of our journey. My
heart frequently recoils. I have lost all hopes of being able to preach
in French, and I think if I could they would not permit me. 1 become
more stupid every day ; my memory fails me in a surprising manner.
I am good for nothing but to go and bury myseclf in my parish. I have
those touches of misanthropy which make solitude my element : judge,
then, whether I am fit to go ‘into the world. On the other hand, I fear
that your journey is undertaken partly from complaisance to me, and in
consequence of the engagement we made to go together. I acquit you of
your promise, and if your business does not really demand your presence
in France, I beg you will not think of going there on my account. The
bare idea of giving you trouble would make the journey ten times more
disagreeable to me than the season of the year.

The day after I wrote to you I preached the sermons against popery,
which I had promised to my people : and Mr. S—t—r called out seve-
ral times in the church yard as the people went out of church, that
¢ there was not one word of truth in the whole of my discourse, and that
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Perronet’s sister is settlcd. There he rides, and drinks asses’ milk, ana
breathes the purest air. The Lord give his blessing to those means of
health! and if he refuses it, may he give the best of blessings, saving
health, and eternal life in Him who died for our sins, and rose again for
our justification! Mrs. Perronet is there with her two daughters, and
my dear friend, so that if his illness should grow more grievous, he will
not want for good attendance, and the most tender nursing.

I design to writc soon to him and to Miss Perronet. Support him,
dear sir, by your fatherly exhortations; they are balm to his blood, and
marrow to his bones. Recommending mysclf to your prayers and
blessing, I am, Rev. and dear sir, your affectionate and dutiful son in the
Gospel, J. FLETCHRER.

XCVIL.—TY Miss Iatton.

You seem, madam, not to have a clear idea of the happiness of the
love of Jesus, or at least of your privilege of loving him again. Your
dulness in private prayer arises from the want of fumiliar friendship with
Jesus. ‘To obviate it, go to your closet, as if you werc going to meet
the dearest friend you ever had. Cast yourself immediately at his feet ;
bemoan your coldness before hum ; extol his love to you, till your heart
breaks with a desire to love him ; yea, till it actually melts with his love.
Be you, if not the importunate widow, at least the importunate virgin,
and get your Lord to avenge you of your adversary—I-mean your cold
heart.

You ask from me some dircctions to get a mortificd spirit. To get
this get recollection.  Recollection is a dwelling within oursclves ; being
abstracted from the creature, and turncd toward God. It is both out-
ward and inward. Outward recollection consists in silence from all idle
and superfluous words, and a wise disentanglemncnt from the world;
keeping to our own business, observing and following the order of God
for ourselves, and shutting the ear against all curious and unprofitable
matters. Inward recollection congists in shutting the door of the senses ;
in a decp attention to the presence of God, and in continual care of
entertaining holy thoughts for fear of spiritual idleness. Through the
power of the Spirit, let this recollection be steady, even in the midst of
hurrying business: let it be calm and peaceable, and let it be lasting.
Watch and pray;, lest ye enter into temptation. To maintain this recol-
lection, beware of entering too deeply, and beyond what is necessary, into
outward things ; beware of suffering your affections to be entangled by
worldly vanities, your imagination to amuse itself with unprofitable
objects, and of indulging yourself in the commission of what are called
small faults. For want of continuing in a recollected frame all the
day, our times of prayer are frequently dry and useless; imagination
prevails, and the heart wanders; whereas we easily pass from recol-
lection to delightful prayer. Without this spirit, there can be no useful
self denial, nor can we know ourselves; but where it dwells, it makes
the soul all eye, all car; traces and discovers sin, rcpels its first
assaults, or crushes it in its carliest risings. But tuke care here to
be more taken up with thoughts of God than of yourself; and consider
how hardly recollection is sometimes obtained, and how casily it is
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O my dear friend, Jesus is at the end of the race. Your dear
brothers* have run it out; we follow them. O for more speed—more
winged despatch—more faith—more of that power which takes the
kingdom of heaven by violence !

That the Lord would give us more power, and make us more faithful
to that which we have, is, dear sir, the carnest prayer of your obliged
friend and obedient servant, J. FLRTCHER.

C.—To Mr. W. Perronet.

Nvox, 18¥ Swrrzerraxo, June 2, 1778.

My Dear Friexp,—When I wrote to you last month, by Mrs. Ire.
land, I mentioned, that, at Morges, I had seen two ladies of your family,
two Mlss Perronets, who have married two brothers, Messieurs Monod.
Since that time they have requested mec to send to your father the
enclosed memorial, which, I hope, will prove of use to your family.
As the bad writing, and the language, may make the understanding of
it difficult to you, I send you the substance of it, and of the letter of the
ladies’ lawyer, as follows :—

Mr. Emanuel Perronet, chief justice at Chateau d’Oex, in the canton
of Berne, had.an estate worth six or seven thousand pounds sterling.
By will, he left it to his son, and his son’s children. His son had a
son, the Rev. Mr. Theodore Perronet, who dicd at Geneva in 1770,
without will, and without children. Now, Mr. Emanuel Perronet, his
grandfathor, had ordered in his will, that if his son, or his grandson,
should die without issuc, his estate was to go to his nephews and nieces ;
namely, to the then unborn children of his three brothers, Mr. James
Louis Perronct, Mr. Christian Perronet, and Mr. David Perronet, and to
Mr. Beat Rodolph Perronet, a nephew of his (then born) by another
brother, who, I suppose, was then dead.

Without any attention to this entail, some rich gentlemen of Geneva,
who were related to Mr. Theodore Perronet by his mother, have taken
possession of the cstate, as being his ncarest relations. Now Mr. James
Louis Perronet, Mr. Christian Perronet, Mr. David Perronet, and their
children arc all dead, or supposed to be dead. (I hope, by the by, your
father is one of them.) The estate has been claimed by the ladies I
have seen, who are grand daughters of Mr. James Louis Perronet, the
oldest brother of the testator, and who consequently were only grand-
nieces of the testator, and not his nieces. And they have lost their suit
on that account, because the will of Mr. Emanuel Perronet mentioned
his brothers, and his nephews, and nieces, but made no mention of the
sons and daughters of his nephews and nieces. Had the father of the
ladies, (who was also a clergyman,) becn alive eight years ago, the
estate would have been his, and the entail would have taken place
without difficulty. But his daughters being one degree farther off, the
judges on that aceount gave it against them at Geneva, where the case
was tried.

Though the ladies have not succeeded, they should be glad that your

& Mossrs. Vincent and Charles Perronet, who with othor branches of their
family had died in great peace and triumph. )
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logne, Francfort, Basil, Berne, Lausanne, Morges, Nyon, where (please
God) you will find me near the church; and the God of Jacob be your
guide and protector! My thanks and respects wait on dear Dr. Tumer:
pray, if you see him, be 80 kind as to tell him, that by eating great quan-
tities of little black chernes, I find my body better ; and ask him, if I
might venture to bathe in the lake of Geneva. I have spit blood but
once since I wrote last. Adieu. J. F.

CIV.—To Miss Thornton.
Nvon.

Tue heavenly dove loves no selfishness. My tract was not contrived
to please but to reconcile parties ; party people, therefore, will never like
it.  And neuters are seldom valiant in the cause of peace. The sword
may do what pens cannot. Any thing that will muke us all shelter
together under the wings of our heavenly protector and peace maker,
will be a blessing. I am glad your late trial has had that effect.

Closer and closer let us cleave,
To his beloved embrace; =
Ezxpect his fulness to receive,
And grace to answer grace :—
Grace received to answer that which is promised,—the grand promise
not excepted !

Poor England! But God’s kingdom ruleth over all. I have ven-
tured to preach once. The birds of my fine wood have alinost done
singing ; but I have met there with a parcel of children whose hearts
seem turned toward singing the praises of God. And we sing every
day from four till five. Help us by your prayers. One of them, I hope,
received the love of Christ this week. My love to Thomas and Sarah.
Accept it from your obliged fricnd, Joun FLETCHER.

CV.—To Mr. and Mrs. Greenwood., -

My Deax BroTHER, SisTER, AND BENEFACTORS,—I thank you for
the favour of your letter, as well as for former mercies shown to an
unworthy wretch. I wish I could help you also to an estate here. But
a_surc onc awaits us all in heaven. us go with full assurance to
the throne of grace and demand, in Jesus’ name, the earnest of it. God
sanctify all trials and blessings to you! The former word is useless,
becausc trials from our heavenly Father are but blessings of another
kind. Hold out faith.and patience! If you will go into the country
for change of air, all I have at Madeley house—horse and field is yours.
Go and God will bless the journey. My duty, love, and thanks, &c,
wait on Mr. Wesley, Mr. Atle fy Mr. Phipps, Miss Ray, Mrs. Carteret,
and her honoured friends, all friends at the Foundery, and every where.

Jou~ FrETCHER.

CVI.—To the Rev. Mr. Perronet.

January 2, 1779.
Rev. axp Dear Sr,—1 thank you for the favour of your leuer, and
for the bearer, [Mr. W. Perronet,] who makes shift with me in this
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CXIL.—To Mr. W. Perronet.

Nvon, Jan. 17, 1780.

My Dzar Frieno,—I thought you would have been here long ago,
which prevented my acknowledging the favour of yours. My sister has
taken a little box where I am. There is but a little room, with a chim-
ney, beside the kitchen. She herself lies here in the old house. If you
come, we shall make shift for a little while in this country. I hope
your business and mine advance, though slowly. I scod you a letter
from our friends. I have heard from Mr. Ireland, who has beea ill, and
talks of coming to mect us.

Lord, meet and direct us in all things! Do not be dismayed; cast
all your care on the Lord, and God will appour for England and for us.
My love to Miss Perronet. My brother and sister send theirs to you.
Farewell. Yours, &c, ) J. FLETCHER.

CXIIL.—To Mr. W. Perronet.

Nrvon, Friday, Feb. 1780.

My Dgar Frienp,—I long to know how you do, and to engage you
to let me know it, I will tell you that I am pretty well, thank God. 1
have fenced myself, as well as I could, -against the wind and cold, and
have escaped a relapse into my rheumatic pains. I try to finish one of
my little things to carry to Lausanne, and see you ; but I do not get on
as [ wish. However, I have done my work, but the copyist has not yet
done his, nor have I yet mended after him. I have had no news from
England since I wrote last. How do your affairs go on? We have
been chiefly without a maid herc; for my sister sent ofl Marianne at
Christmas : and soon after she sent off the girl, who caught a bad cold
in tugging the wood from one house to the other. However, she is
come again this week. Pray, have you got your hanger? We have
not found it among your things which have been carried here. Mr.
Pache, I suppose, called here with a parcel for you.

My brother and sister desire to be remembered to you ; she often asks
me how you do this cold winter. No solid peace for us but in the Lord;
and (blessed be God!) in him there is: I hope you tuke it freely, and
enjoy it comfortably. Peace be with you and our dear fricnds in Eng-
land! Remember me to Miss Perronct, and believe me yours, in Jesus
Christ, J. FLETCHER.

If you choose to come to Nyon, you know you may have a bed at my
brother’s, or half of mine here; for there is no other in the house, and
my sister still goes to lic in the old house.

—

CXIV.—To Mx. W. Perronet, )

March, 1780.
My Dear Frienp,— thank you for the letters you have seat me; I
add, at the cnd, a line of thanks to your dear father. I am about two
hundred pounds in debt in my parish, by a letter lately received. I must
send them the money I designed to lay out in printing my little things.






FAMILIAR LETTERS, 401

Peace is better than money. Our heavenly inheritance is in good hands.

The New Testament is in full forco. Jesus keeps possession of the

estate for us, and the people of Geneva have no influence before the great

tribunal. I do not know when I shall go to Lausanne : however, I hope

it will be soon: Farewcll, my dear friend! I am yours, in Jesus Christ,
J. FLETCHER.

CXVIL—Tb Mr. V. Perronet.

Nvox, Twesday 3, 1780.

My Dear Friexn,—1 thank you for your lctters; they have given me
much pleasure, as I sce that you will at last end your aflir, and get ready
to set out in the spring, with Mr. Ircland, who comes with his family I
know not where, 1 hope not so far as Barcelona. I think he will spend
the winter ut or about Avignon. If you will go and join him, 1 should
be glad to do it, for the stream under the house does not make it very
wholesome. I am, however, better of my cold, thank God! My bro-
ther thinks, as well uy myself, that you may conclude upon the terms
you mention. ¢ Better is a dinner of herbs with peace, than a stalled ox
and noise therewith.” I hope to go to Lausunne dircetly after vintage,
to offer a manuscript to the censors, to see if they will allow its being
published : s0 I do not invite you to share my damp bed. My sister
was 80 kind us to look for another house, but we find none to let under
a year. When you write to Shoreham, send iny duty and love. Pre.
sent it to Miss Perronct and her friend. We are here travellers ; so we
must expect some difliculties, and a good many inconveniences.  If Mr.
Ireland goes to Marseilles, you might go und sce your cousin there.  Lift
up your heart, and see by faith our Lord and “Saviour, our heavenly
Kinsman and Brother : and whei you rise there, take by the hand of
prayer your affectionate friend, J. FLETCHER.

CXVIIL.—To Mr. W. Perronet.

Nvox, Sept. 20, 1780.

My Dear Frieno,—Wliat are you doing, and how do youdo? 1long
to know ; 1 thonght we should by this time be at Ostend, or in England.
I have got a bad cold and a hoarseness, but, nevertheless, I am ready
to venture upon the jonrney. Isend you a letter. [ write to the grand.
mother of the young lady I was to see sufe in England.  Were it not
for this engagement, I would stay till next spring.  Be so good as to
deliver the letter, and settle that affair with the lady. If you will set
out, in case I do, we should go directly to Geneva, and settle with the
people there, upon the most tolerable terms.  If you cannot, you might
postpone your journey till the spring, and go back with Mr. Ireland who
comes over with his family to spend the winter in France, having ob-
tained leave to go any where but to a sea port.

The misfortune | hint at in my French letter, is the mislaying of a
considerable part of my manuscript.  Afier a thousand searches, giving it
up as lost, I fell to work agnin, waded through the double toil, and when
1 had done last night, I found accidentally ‘what I had mislaid. "This-
has put me back a «vrem deal. The Lord'’s will be done in all things.

Vour. IV. 20
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ness of Lis love. We join in love to Miss Perronet, Miss Briggs, Mesers.
Wesley, Mr. Greenwood and his dear family, Mr. Staniford, and all
friends : and patient in tribulation, or rejoicing in hope, I am, Rev. and
dear father in Christ, your affectionate and dutiful son,

J. FLETCHER.

CXX.—To Mr. W. Perronet.

Nrox~, Thursday, Dec. 31, 1780

My Dear Friexp,—I send you a few lines I received from our
friend Ircland at my return here, where I came safe after a very wet
Jjourney, in which I got a cold. 1 wish you a Christian Christmas, with
all the blessings Christ brought us from heaven! I am easier in seeing
you in so quiet a family, and in so good an apartment ; but I want to
know how is your stomach, and if you can keep some food.

Ten thousand thanks to dear Miss Perronet, for all her kindness to
me, my brother, and yourself. I beg to be remcmbered to Mrs. Perronet
also. Tell your cousin that a notion came into my mind the evening I
left you, that she had given me back, twice, the crown I lent her at
Rolle : 1 have the most treacherous memory in money matters ; and if
she is not absolutely clear, she has not paid me twice, I beg you would
return her a crown, which I shall return you. God bless you, and her,
and all his people! Come, my dear fricnd, let us rejoice in God in the
midst of all our little or great trials! Farewell in Jesus,

J. FLeTCHER.

—

" CXXI.—To Mr. W. Perronet.

Nvox, Saturday, Jan. 14, 1781.

My Dear Fmienp,—This morning I received the enclosed : I wisk
it may contain comfortable news. 1am sorry your weakness of stomach
presses upon you still. 1wish you would consult Dr. Tissot. 1 have received
a letter from Ireland this week, who says, if your complaint is bilious,
castor oil and travelling are the best things for you. He came from
Bristol, with two ladies, sisters, one of whom i¥ in the second stage of
consumption. ‘They think to return to England in the beginning of
March, all together; perhaps they could give us a lift, as they have four
chaises. :

Mr. Favre has lately sent back my brother’s memoirs, with some
directions, according to which my brother is going to alter some places,
before he sends it to you.

Trust in the Lord, my dear friend : the hairs of your head are all
numbered. You are better than many lilies and many sparrows, all of
whown are cared for by infinite love and a watchful Providence. Jesus
is always near, and the Divine pharmacy, the treasure of his grace, is
at hand. .

Much love to you from our friends here: give mine to Miss Perronet
and her mother. - J. FLETCHER.
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A MINISTER AND ONE OF' HIS PARISHIONERS,
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VICAR OF MADRLEY.






PREFACE TO THE DIALOGUE.

I mave found among my papers a manuscript of the late Rev. Mr.
Fletcher, entitled, “A Dialogue between a Minister and one of his
Parishioners, on Man’s Fallen and Lost Estate.” It consists of three
parts, which are completed and have been transcribed, in a fair and
legible character, in his own hand writing. It was intended, it seems,
to be followed by four more, of which I know and can learn nothing.
Indeed, I cannot now recollect how I became possessed of these : but sup-
pose that they had been put into my hands by himself, or into the hands of
some friend who transmitted them to me to Jook over. For 1 find on
the title page the following request and declaration, written also with his
own hand, and in different parts of the work sundry of my corrections
and alterations, evidently made long ago :—

“ Any lover of truth, who will have patience to read these sheets,
18 desired to write on the white side his observations, and to mark, if he
thinks it worth his while,

«1. Bad or weak arguments.

“ 2. Bad English, tedious turns, vain repetitions.

«3. What is useless to the subject, or too prolix.

« 4. Conclusive arguments forgotten.

«“N. B. Beside these three parts, there are four more on the same
subject.

« The fourth part contains an answer to the plea of the self-righteous
moralist and formalist. : :

“The fifth, an appeal to his conscience and cxperience.

“The sixth, the testimony of the Church for the doctrine.

«The seventh, some objections answered, with some directions and _
encouragements given.

«The grand objection that the author hath to the whole, is the length,
peya BiBNov, peyo xaxov ; (A great book is a great evil.) For want of
skill and judgment, he knew not how to lop off luxuriant branches
properly, and requests the help of Jesus’ friends, if they judge that by
dint of amputations and emendations, this work might become worth
reading.” '

I would observe farther, that this dialogue was manifestly composed
by Mr. Fletcher, before he wrote or published his ¢« Appeal to Matter
of Fact and Common Sense,” on the same subject: and that it is
probable, after he had conceived the design of that larger woﬂ(, he laid














































































A VINDICATION

THE REV. MR. WESLEY’S

«CALM ADDRESS TO OUR AMERICAN COLONIES:”

IN THREE LETTERS TO MR. CALEB EVANS.

BY THE RFEV. JOHN FLETCHER,

VICAR OF MADELEY, SALOP.






PREFACE

TO A VINDICATION OF THE CALM ADDRESS.

It will probably seem strange that clergymen should meddle with a
controversy which has hitherto been considered as altogether political.
But the reader’s surprise, in this respect, will probably cease, if he give
himself the trouble to read these letters. He will then see that the
American controversy is closely connected with Christianity in general,
and with Protestantism in particular ; and that, of consequence, it is of
a religious as well as of a civil nature.

Is it not granted, on all sides, that the Gospel leads to the practice of
strict morality? Is it not an important branch of such morality “to
honour and obey the king ;” to extend that honour and obedience, in a
Scriptural and constitutional manner, to “all that are put in authority
under him ; to submit ourselves to all our governors ; to order ourselves
lowly and reverently to all our betters ; to hurt nobody by word or deed,
and to be true and just in all our dealings;” give every one his due,
<« tribute to whom tribute is due, and custom to whom custom 7’ Do
we not teach this doctrine to our children, when we instruct them in the
first principles of Christianity? If divinity, therefore, can cast light
upon the question which divides Great Britain and her colonies, is it
impertinent in divines to hold out the light of their science, and peaceably
to use what the apostle calls ¢ the sword of the Spirit,” that the material
sword, unjustly drawn by those who are in the wrong, may be sheathed,
and that a speedy end may be put to the effusion of Christian blood ?

Another reason influences the author to write upon the question which
is now so warmly agitated in England,—so dreadfully dcbated in
America. Many of the colonists are as pious as they are brave ; and
while their undaunted fortitude makes them scorn to bow under a hostile
arm, which shoots the deadly lightning of war, their humble piety may
dispose them (or some of them) to regard a friendly hand which holds
out an olive branch, a Bible, and the articles of religion drawn by their
favourite reformer. Had more care been taken to inform their judg-
ment, and to work upon their consciences, by addressing them, not only
as suhjects, but as free men, brethren, and Protestants, it is probable
that numbers of them would never have so strongly embraced the un.
scriptural principles which now influence their conduct.

Should it be said that it is too late now to use spiritual weapons with
the colonists, I reply, that this objection bears too hard upon their can.
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your letier, and throwing oil upon the flame of revolt, you will say,
¢ Render, therefore, to George III,” as head of the legmlame Pprotective
power of Great Britain, “the thmgs which are his;” that is, pay to
him, by his officers, the reasonable taxes which are laid upon you ; for
in so doing you only give him Ais due. You owe him obedience and
taxes, as your supreme governor and protector. Hence it appears that
Mr. Wesley only unfolds our Lord’s doctrine, when he says, « The re-
ception of any law draws afler it, by a chain which cannot be broken,
the necessity of admitting taxation.” The primary right of taxation is
inseparable from the supreme power, and if our respective parishes at
hote, and our colonies abroad, have a right to cess themselves, with
respect to their private expenses; it is only a delegated, subordinate
right, which by no means exempts them from the taxes laid upon them
to defray the general expense of the government. And, therefore, to
pretend that parish rates, and colony rates, ought to superscde taxation
by the sovereign in a body political, is as absurd as to aflirm that the
pulses in the human body ought to supersede the vital motion, or capital
beating of the heart.

Having expostulated with you as with a conscientious man and a
minister of the Gospel, permit me, sir, to address you, thirdly, as a con-
sistent writcr. You give us to understand that the act of parliament,
by which the colonists are taxed, is an unconstitutional act ; because the
colonists, as inheriting the privileges of Britons, cannot be constitution-
ally taxed by a parliament to which they are not allowed to send repre-
sentatives. But do you not, in your very letter to Mr. W., overthrow
this grand plea? Do you not grant the very truth, on which he rests his
doctrine of the constitutional reasonablencss of the taxation you represent
as tyrannical?  Undoubtedly you do : for, considering that inany large
towns, as Birmingham, &c, send no representative to parliament, when
the hill called Old Sarum sends two ; and that myria.ds of men, who have
their fortune in rcady money, in goods, in trade, or in the stocks, huve
no right to vote for parliament men, because they have no freehold ;
when a poor man, who has a monguged frechold on which he starves,
has a right to choose his representative ; considering this, I say, you
tell Mr. W, «In England—the people are by no means equally rep-
resented.”

We thank you, sir, for this concession, which (by the by) you could
not help making. You grant then that the constitution allows of unequal
representation ; since it allows that some towns, and some men, shall
send representatives to parliament, when other towns and other men are
not permitted to send any. And in granting this, you indirectly grant
that Boston may be constitutionally taxed without a peculiar representa- .
tive, as well as Birmingham ; and that the rich merchants of Boston
may be as legally taxed, as the rich merchants of Birmingham, who are
not entitled to a vote. Now, sir, if the constitution allows of unequal
representation, and if the taxation of myriads of men, who send no
representatives to the house of commons, is constitutional, I ask, in the
name of consistency, why do you represent such taxation as unconstitu-
tional with respect to the colonists ?

You reply: « This is an acknowledged defect of the constitution.”
So, sir, your zeal for thc constitution throws off the mask, and you
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British dominions on the continent, both rational, Scriptural, and consti-
tutional ! Rational, as being founded upon a reasonable, self-evident
right, flowing from the nature and fitness of things, and acknowledged
by every civilized nation under heaven? Scriptural, as being supported
by the explicit commands of St. Paul, and Christ himselt? And consti-
tutional, since the constitution enjoins that millions of Britons at home,
who have no voice at elections, or are represented by men whom they
voted aguinst ; and that myriads of Britns abroad, whether they are
freeholders or not, (and some of them are not only freeholders, but mem-
bers of parliament also,) shall be all taxed without their consent ?

I flatter myself, sir, that this appeal to your counscience, your Bible,
and your legal patriotism, will soften your prejudices, and prepare your
mind for my next letter. In the meantime I earnestly recommend to
your thankful admiration, the excellence of the British government,
which equally guards our properties, libertics, and lives, against the
tyranny of unjust, arbitrary, or cruel monarchs; and against the -
ferocity of that Cerberus, that hydra, that Briareus, that many-headed
monster, a mob of ungrateful, uneasy, restless men, who despise do-
minion ; speak evil of dignities; give to illiberal behaviour, scurrilous
insolence, and disloyalty unmasked, the perverted name of patriotism ;
commit enormitics under pretence of redressing grievances ; and set up
the cnsign of devastation wherever they erect their standard of lawless
liberty. Hoping, sir, that a panic fear of a virtuous king, a lawful
parliament, and a conscientious minister, whose crime is only that of
making a constitutional stand against the boisterous overflowings of civil
Antinomianism ; hoping, [ say, that such an absurd fear will never hurry
you into groundless discontent, and unguuarded publications ; entreating
you to tuke no step which may countenance King Mob, his merciless
minister, Rapine, and his riotous parliament summoned from the ¢ most
despicable hovels;” requesting you to exalt our Divine Lawgiver, who
sums up his law of liberly in these precious statutes, “ Render to Cesur
the things which are Cesar’s, and to God the things which are God’s.
A new commundment I give unto you, that you love one another, as I
have loved you;” wishing you, sir, all Scriptural success in the Gospel,
which says, “ Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord’s
sake; whether it be to the king, as supreme, or unto governors, us unto
them that are sent by him for the punishment of evil doers, and for the
praise of them that do well :” ardently praying that when the governors,
generals, and forces guing to America, shall land there, our disobedient
fellow subjects may be found doing well, that is, penitently submitting
themselves to their sovereign, that the threatened punishment may be
turned into deserved praise : and begging you would take in good part
the freedom of this well-meant expostulation, I declare that I am as much
in love with liberty as with loyalty ; and that I write a heart-felt truth,
when I subscribe myself, reverend sir, your affectionate fellow labourer
in the Gospel, a republican by birth and education, and a subject of Great
Brituin by love of liberty and free choice,

J. FLETCRER.

MapeLey, Nov. 15, 1775.
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a conscientious man if he had not altered his mind, according to this
important and decisive information.

But supposing I mistake the reason which has determined Mr. W. to
defend the claims of Great Britain ; and supposing you have been rightly
informed concerning the change of his political sentiments; what can
you infer from thence, but that he once leaned too much toward your
overdoing patriotism ? He once *“doubted” the equity of the sovereign’s
claims. His strong patriotism gave a hasty preponderance to his doubts;;
but his candour having proceeded to a close examination of the question,
light has sprung up; conviction has followed; and he bhas laid before
the public the result of his second thoughts, and the arguments which
have scattered his doubts. For my part, far from thinking the worse of
a rational conviction, because it follows a doubt, and has met with some
opposition in a good man’s mind, I am inclined to pay it a greater re.
gard. And if my friend’s warm patriotism has been forced to yield to
the strength of the arguments contained in his Calm Address, I am
thereby encouraged to hope that your warm patriotism, sir, will not be
less candid than his ; and that you will yield to the arguments contained
in this calm Vindication. Should this be the case, the public will see in
you both, that reason and conscience can, at last, perfectly balance
patriotisin and loyalty in the breast of a good man.

With respect to me, sir, I had not deeply entered into the merits of
the cause either way, before I saw Mr. W.’s Address, and your answer
to it. I contented myself to wish and pray for peace in general, with-
out inquiring who was right and who wrong. But after an attentive
perusal of your publications, I was fully convinced that Mr. W.’s doc-
trine of government and taxation is rational, Scriptural, and constitu.
tional ; and that yours, sir, draws after it a chain of the most abeurd
consequences, has a tendency to promote licentiousness, and is subver-
sive of all the Scripture precepts which I have quoted in my first letter :
and therefore my reverence for God’s word, my duty to the king, and
regard for my friend, my love to injured truth, and the consciousness of
the sweet liberty which I enjoy under the government, call for this little
tribute of my pen. And I pay it 8o much the more cheerfully, as few
men in the kingdom have had a better opportunity of trying which is the
most eligible,—a republican government, or the mild-tempered monarchy
of England. I lived more than twenty years the subject of two of the

. mildest republics in Europc : I have been for above that number of years
the subject of your sovereign : and from sweet experience, I can set my
seal to this clause of the king's speech, at the opening of this session
of parliament: “To be a subject of Great Britain, with all its conse-
quences, is to be the happiest subject of any civil government in the
world.” That you, sir, and all my dissatisfied fellow subjects, may be
as sensible of this truth as myself; and that we may all be daily more
thankful to God, to the king, and to the parliament, for the religious and
civil liberty which we enjoy, is the cordial wish of, reverend sir, your
affectionate fellow labourer in the Gospel,

J. FLETCRER.
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rince of Peaco, and a wise Protestant, who, like Cranmer and

1, ought equally to level his doctrine at a tyrant and a mob: and

r like contemnpt upon the republican vanity of a tanner, who as-

the dignity of lawgiver under the oak of reformation, and upon

perial pride of a monk, who, from St. Peter’s humble chair,

wusly holds out his foot to mect the adoration of prostrate princes.

entrcated, sir, to rectify your false notions of liberty. The liberty

ristians and Britons docs not consist in bearing no yoke ; but in

1g a yoke made casy by a gracious Saviour and a gracious sove-

« A John of Leyden may promise to make us first lawless, then

.ators, and kings ; and by his delusive promises he may raisc us to

fool’s paradise, if not to—the gallows. But a true deliverer and a

governor says to our restless Antinomian spirits, ¢ Come unto me,

[ will give you rest.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

‘can have no rest in the Church but under Christ’s easy yoke: no

tn the state, but under the easy yoke of our rightful sovereign. ‘To

‘at breaking this yoke, because we have some objection to the minis-

for the king, is as great a picce of folly as for the crew of a ship to

.n at cutting the rigging, and destroying the rudder of the ship in

which they sail, because they have a pique against the pilot or captain.

Suppose they should be so unhappily fortunate as to succeed, what will

they gain by their success?  Will they be better able to bear the tossings

of the next storm? Will they not be at the mercy of every wave—the
sport of every blast—ready to be dashed against every rock ?

I am so fully convinced of the truth and importance of Calvin’s two
last articles of religion, that, though I have for years checked his errors,
if I had the wings of lightning, and a voice like thunder, I would, this
instant, shoot myself across the Atlantic, and preach his loyal doctrine
to our dcluded brethren.

A seed of the error of the republican Anabaptists has remained in
England cver since the reformation ; and the fiery zeal of some Inde-
pendents and later Anabaptists, was the chief ladder by which the artful
Cromwell climbed to the height of supreme power, under pretence of
forming a commonwealth. That you may not charge me with mis-
representation, I shall draw my proof from the Rev. Mr. R. Baxter’s
Life, written by himself. His testimony is worth that of twenty others,
because he had few equals in his time, for piety, wisdom, moderation,
abundant labours, and ministerial success; and because he was an eye
witness of many things which he relates, having been chaplain to a
regiment of horse in Cromwell’s army ; a place, this, which he accepted
chiefly with an intention to oppose, by his preaching, the headstrong re-
publican spirit of those men who, after having taken up arins with a
design to redress grievances, and opposc arbitrary power, bore them
with an intention of putting down hicrarchy and monarchy together.
Baxter failed in his attempt, partly through the forbidding coldness with
which Cromwell looked upon him, and partly by a severe fit of sickness,
which obliged him to leave the army when his moderation was most
wanting there. The following extract is taken from a folio volume
printed in London, 1696, entitled,  Reliquie Baxteriane, or, Mr.
g‘azu'r’s Narrative of the most memorable Passages of his Life and
Times.”






























AMERICAN PATRIOTISM

FARTHER CONFRONTED WITH

REASON, SCRIPTURE, AND THE CONSTITUTION:

OBSERVATIONS ON THE DANGEROUS POLITICS
TAUGHT BY THE

REV. MR. EVANS M:-A., AND THE REV. DR. PRICE.

WITH

A SCRIPTURAL PLEA

FOR THE

REVOLTED COLONIES.

BY J. FLETCHER, VICAR OF MADELEY, SALOP.

“8kill in_politics contributeth not a little to the understanding of divinity. 1 learned
;';:n Mr. Lc;'wclc‘mhed\un :I'mm any diJ:n: especially his instigating ‘me to the
itics, in whic| much lamented the ignorance of div did prove a singular
to me.” (Rev. Mr. R. Baxter's Life, pp. 107, 108.) s
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enumerate.” Now, sir, applying to all the British empire what you say
of England, I answer, The representation, with respect to America, “is
unequal, owing to a great variety of casual circumstances,” such as
emigration, distance, interposing seus, and the impropriety of multiply-
ing* parliaments, which would as much weaken tire empire, as you would
do a piece of clock work, if you contrived to make each wheel move by
means of a separate spring. 'Thus, if [ am not mistaken, your own
concessions, backed by vne of Dr. Price’s observations, show that, so
far, your attempt to demonstrato that the parliamentary doctrine of
taxation is coutrary to the constitution, only shows that it is truly con-
stitutional.

Come we now to your capital argument, the first part of which runs
thus :—« The American can bave no voice in the disposal of his pro-
perty ; and what is worse, those who are to have the power of disposing
of it, are under every possible temptation to abuse the power, because
every shilling thoy take out of the pocket of an American is so much
saved in their own.” To this I reply, (Vindication, p. 456,) “You mis-
take : for as many of the colonists as choose to purchase a freehold in
England, may become electors ; and as many as have a sufficient fortune
may be candidates at the next election;” adding, that you yourself
speak of a late American candidate, who was a friend to America. But
you take no notice of this sufficient answer.

Pressing you still farther, I remind you that « there are several mem-
bers in both houses of parliament who have a very large property in
America, and who, when they tax the colonists, take far more money
out of their own pockets than they probably do out of the pocket of Mr.
Hancock.” To this vou reply, page 41, « But what security have the
Americans that there will always be such members in parliament?”’ [
answer, They have the sume sccurity for it which we have, that there
will always be a prince to fill the throne, and a number of peers to com.
pose a house of lords. It is not impoesible that a plague should sweep
away all the royal family, aud all the nobility : but would it be right to
distress the public by such a supposition 7 Would it not be ridiculous to
frighten the aimple by telling them that the constitution is in danger, and
that as we have no security that all the royal family and all the nobility
will not die of the plague, or be blown up by a sccond gunpowder plot,
% our constitution is almost lost,” and we arc likely soon to have another
rump parliamnent, without king, and without housc of lords ?

But you add : « Unless ull the members of the British parliament had
Aumerican property, they would not be on a level with the non-voters in

® Mr. Evans wants cach Amncrican assembly to be investod with supreme power
in conjuction with the king, ufter the model of the Irish parliament ; but I wish
the British empire too well to bo of his sentiment. The same rule holds in poli-
tics and in mechanics ; the more a government and a machine are needlessly
complicated, the weaker are their motions, and the greater the danger of their
being out of order. It is the glory and strength of our constitution to be com.
pact, ‘*in se totus teres atque rotundus.” As I could not admiro a human body
with one head and a dozen stomachs, I should not be plemsed to see Great Brit-
ain and her colonies exhibiting to the world a political body, with one royal head
and a dozen mpreme courts of parlinment.  1f such needless divisions and multi-
plications do not tond to speedy dissolution, they certainly do to weakness, con-
fusion, xlownese of operation, and a thousand evils which France with her several
unconncceted parliamonts so severely fools.

Vor. IV, 32
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denies the propriety of that custom, and the ground of that propriety, is
“one of the most unreasonable beings in the universe, and a mere po-
litical Quixotte 7"’ It does not become me to decide how far you have
drawn your picture in this candid concesson; but, as you finish your
answer to my argument by this display of your consistency, I may desire
the public to judge whether your reply gives a finishing stroke to the
cause of tho parliament, or to your own.

The other part of your capital argument runs thus:—The Britons
who have no vote, or who are unable to vote by emigration, may “ con-
sent to the disposal of their property, because they have always this
security, that those who take an active part in the dispoeal of their
property must, at the same time, dispose of an equal portion of their
own.” I have already shown that the colonists have considerable
degrees of security, that the parliament will not tax them disproportion-
ably. And if they had properly asked a fuller security, instead ofr;l’eeing
to arms, the parliament would undoubtedly have granted their request.
But, without dwelling upon this answer, to overthrow your argument, I
need only observe that it is inconclusive, because it can be retorted, and
saps the foundation of what you call « the fundamental privilege” of the
commons ; which is, that no money bills can reasonably ¢ originate but
from themsolves :” for, if money bills alwaye originated from the lords,
who are richer than the populace, the commons would have always this
security, that the lords, in taking an active part in the disposal of the
people’s property, must at the same time dispoee of an equal proportion
of their own. So easily can your grand argument be turned against
your own cause! And so great is the inconsistency of a system, one
part of which you cannot support, without totally undermining the other !

If these remarks recommend themselves to your reason, piety, and
sober patriotism, I hope, sir, you will confess that truth is a file which
we bite in vain ; that it is as imprudent to attack a good argument in the
field of controversy, as to lay hold of an antagonist’s sword with a naked
hand in a field of battle; that your Reply has given me an opportunity
of confirming my Vindication; and that the doctrine of taxation, em.
braced by the parliament, is truly rational, Scriptural, and constitutional.
Q. E. D. I am, reverend sir, your friendly opponent, and obedient
sorvant in the Gospel, J. FLeTCHER.

LETTER IL

A view of Mr. Evans’ mistake concerning, 1. The abeoluteness of our

y. 1L The nature of slavery. IIl. The origin of power. And

1V. The proper cause of the war with America. A note concerning
the Anabaplists.

Reverenp Sm,—I would have taken my leave of you in the preced-
ing letter, had I not considered that a patient’ controvertist ought to
contend for truth till she enjoys her full liberty. The truth I defend is
not yet free. She is still bound with three or four of the chains with
which you have loaded her. Nor can I complete my rescue, without
breaking them with my polemical hammer.
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tion of the commonwealth, a militia is raised ; and if the lot fall upon a
pacific farmer, notwithstanding his objections, and the opposition of his
parliamentary representative, he must bear arms, either in his own per-
son, or in the person of his military representative. And when no such
representatives can be procured, the men who are able may be personally
pressed into the service of the commonwealth. Hence it is, that in an
emergency, the sovereign issues press warrants to raise sailors for man.
ning the fleet. A hardship this, which, great as it is, is not so great as
the ral overthrow of the state.

IL. Your first error about the absoluteness of our property, naturally
leads you into a second concerning abject slavery, which you confound
with loyal subjection. Hence you say, p. 44, &c, «1f there be any man,
call him by what name you please, [you should have said, agreeably to
the case in debate, if there be any set of men, call them by what name
you please, lawgivers, magistrates, or officers of the legislative power,]
who has [or have] a right to take it [his property] without his consent
expressed by himself or representative, what is this but the quintessence
of slavery 7 Wherein does the case of such a man differ from that of the
most abject slaves in the universe? God's licutenants may, it is true, be
very mild, and kind, and reasonable in their demands, and require no
more of such a man than it is highly just he should pay : but what then?
If my property be at their disposal, not mv own, what becomes of my
liberty ? The man that robs me of five shillings only, commits a robbery
as much as the man that robs me of five pounds. The most abject slave
in the universe may chance to have a very good master ; but still, if he
be at the disposal of his master, ho i equally a slave when treated well
as when treated ill.”

The plausibility of this argument rests upon the following mistnkes:
(1.) You still suppose, that insisting on moderate taxes, ns a reasonable
equivalent for protection, is a species of robhery ; whereas such a demand,
by the consent of all men, except the patriots of the day, is as reasonable
as the demand of a moderate fee, which a diligent lawyer has upon his
client. (2.) You do not consider that the colonists, being indirectly
represented in parliament, have as much consented, by their indirect
representatives, to pay taxes to the parliament, as the patriots and you
have consented by your direct representatives to be additionally taxed
in order to bring the colonies to reason. (3.) The Latin word servus,
means not only a servant, but a bondsman and a slave ; and the English
word servitude, means both slavery and the state of a servant. But would
it be right in me to avail myself of this analogy, to put all the patriotic
servants in the kingdom out of conceit with their servitude, and to make
them shake off the yoke of dependence, under pretence that servitude in
abject slavery, whether a servant is treated well or ill? (4.) In Hebrew
the word [obed] servant, means both a slave and a subject. But would
you have approved of Absalom’s conduct, if, on this account, he had
alienated the minds of his futher’s subjects, and made an injudicious
populace believe, that whosoever fully submits himself to good govern.
ment, commences an abject slave? 'Who does not see the inconclusive-
ness of this argument? An abject slave is bound to submit himself
reasonably or unreasonably to his lawless sovereign : a loyal subject is
bound to submit himeelf rcasonably to his lawful sovercign : and there.
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This doctrine of yours, sir, brings to my remembrance an anecdote,
to which a loyal and pious Anabaptist undesignedly helped me some
weeks ago. In order to convince me that what Mr. Baxter says of the
high republican spirit of the Anabaptists and Independents is not true,
he sent me the fourth volume of « Blennerhasset’s History of England,”
which contains an account of the proceedings of the mangled tyrannical
parliament known by the name of the rump. This author informs us,
p- 1541, that just before King Charles I. was bcheaded, «the commons
voted, that the people, under God, are the original of all just power;
and that the commons of England, being chosen by the people, had the
supreme: authority of this nation: and what they enacted should be law,
without the king or lords’ concurrence. This squared exactly with the
Independents, who were for turning the monarchy into a republic.” Now
if the Anabaptists were at least as zealous republicans as the Independ-
ents, | leave you to judge, sir, whether my ncighbour’s book was a better
proof of Baxter’s mistake than your own ; and whether it is not evident,
from this quotation, that when you teach the world that ¢ the people most
religiously keep the supreme power [that is, the power of their govern.
ors] in their own hands,” as their indubitable right, you plough with the
wild, mischievous heifer of Cromwell and the rump.

IV. A word conceming the proper cause of the war with America.

Page H1, you say, “ Should it be made to appear that the British par-
liament have authority from Scripture to tax their unrepresented bre.
thren in America, and to cut their throats, burn their towns, and spread
universal devastation among them, because they do not choose to submit
to such taxation, it would furnish a stronger objection, &c, against the
Divine original of the sacred code, than has ever yet been produced.”
You insinuate by these words, that the propcr and immediate cause of
cuiting throats in America, i8 the demand which the king and par-
liament make of taxes. DBut are you not mistaken, sir? And does not
your mistake make you throw an undeserved odium upon the sovereign?
For my part, I conceive that the immediate occasion of the bloodshed
which we lament, is not so much the parliamentary demand of taxes, as
a chain of causes which chiefly contuins the following links: (1.) The
heat of some Bostonian patriots, who, with felonious audacity, boarded
our ships, seized upon the property of our merchants, and wantonly
threw it into the sea. If the patriots would not buy tea subjected to
tax, could they not have kept their own money ? Was it right in them
to undo our innocent traders, by destroying their goods?  (2.) The de-
mand which the government made of restitution, or sahsfactinn, for that
act of glaring injustice ; a just demnand this, which the sovereign could
not avoid making mthout being guilty of i injustice ; it being cv ident that it
would be unjust in the legislntive power to receive taxes of onr merchants
for the protection of their property, and then to look on unconcerned,
when that property is feloniously destroyed.  (3.) The obstinncy with
which the mobbing patriots and their abettors refused to make satisfae-

‘Their most gronndless charges must pass for patriotizm, and a spirited defence of
our liberties; but if you drop a self-evident truth that embarrasses them a little,
you are guilty of « l{ Ivetic rudeness, illiberality, neannesr, and impertinence.”
1 appeal from this patriotic frecdom and partiality to English candour, and British
politeness.
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attended with a number of armed constables, to recover your property,
or apprehend the felons; if I raise a mob to hinder the constables from
doing their office, and if some throats are cut, in the endeavours which
the constables make not to fall into the hands of the armed mob which
surrounds them, is the guilt of cutting throats chargeable upon you, who
act according to law, and in a just cause? Is it not rather chargeable
upon me, who wantonly oppose the legislative power, and can say nothing
in defence of myself and my mob, but that the felons I protect are not
felons, but spirited patriots ; or that I shall pay you for damages, if you
will promise to suffer yourself to be wronged of more money than the
wrong you have sustained amounts to?

Suppose that the doctrine of taxation, which is the remote cause of
our divisions, admits of some objections, as the plainest doctrines always
do, (for the brightest clouds have their obecure side, and the most shin-
ing diamonds cast a faint shade,) yet the immediate cause of the Ameri-
can war, the refusing to make restitution for goods feloniously destroyed,
has no shadow of difficulty. Whoever is honest enough to disapprove
the malicious destruction of an innocent man’s property, whoever is con-
scientious enough to praise the steadiness of a government, which stands
by oppressed subjects whom it is bound to protect, and whoever is so
far a lover of order, as to blame a wanton opposition to the sovereign
when he discharges his duty, must confess that the guilt of ¢ cutting
throats” in America, is properly caused by the obstinate injustice of the
American patriots, and not by the moderate taxcs laid by the British
legislature. To assert the contrary is almost as great a mistake in poli-
tics, as it is in divinity to hint that the miseries consequent upon man’s
fall, were not properly caused by the tempter’s art(ul misrepresentations,
and by Adam’s wilful rebellion ; but by God’s reasonable demand of a
little proof of Adam’s loyalty. .

And now, sir, if 1 have duly confirmed my proofs, that the doctrine
of taxation, which you oppose, is just in cvery point of view ; if I have
shown that you confound loyal subjection with abject slavery ; if I have
demonstrated that your notions concerning the supreme power of the
people arc subversive of all government ; and if 1 have made appear,
that you do not fix the charge of wantonly ¢ cutting throats” upon those
who are properly guilty of that atrocious crime, may I not call upon
your rational and moral feelings to decide, if I have not vindicated my
Vindication? And are you not as precipitate, when yon pronounce me
“one of the most unmeaning and unfair disputants that ever took up the
polemical gauntlet,” as when you insinuate that the British legislature
¢ commits robbery,” because it lays a moderate tax upon those who have
long basked in the beams of its protection, and have acquired immense
wealth under the guardian shadow of its flags and standards?

Hoping that no controversial heat will make us forget that we are
fellow creatures, fcllow subjects, fellow Protestants, and fellow labourers
in the Gospel of truth and love ; I ask a part in your esteem, equal to
that which, notwithstanding your heats and mistakes, you have in the
cordial respect of, reverend sir, your affectionate brother, and obedient
servant, J. FLETCHER.
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you contest. the second proposition of this syllogism, I ask, By what
dictates of reason does it appear, that if taxes are due from subjects to
their sovereign, they may not be levied internally, by rates upon the
goods we already possess, as well as externally, by duties upon
imported, which purchase has not yet made our own? Where does St.
Paul charge Christians to pay taxes, if they are externally taxed ; and
to fly to arms if they are taxed intemnally? Did not Christ speak of
internal taxes, when he commanded the Jews to render to Cesar what
was his? And is there any law, either of God or of the realm, which
allows the legislative power to tax the subjects of Great Britain externally,
aud precludes it from taxing them internally 7

‘The doctor’s distinction is not only unscriptural and unconstitutional,
but unreasonable ; inasmuch as it would, in a great degroe, enable sub.
jects to avuid paying taxes at all. Suppose, for example, we could be
taxed only externally, by means of duties laid upon imported goods, such
as tea, coffee, forcign wines, and rum ; might we not, if 1 may so speak,
starve the government, by drinking only sage, or balm tea, ale, made
wines, and spirits distilled from our own wheat? The doctor’s distinction
is not only unreasonable, but unjust. 'Why should the colonies enjoy
greater privileges than the mother country? Why sheuld Britons be
taxed cxternally and internally, whether they have votes or not, and the
Americans only externally ; when both have their property internally
and externally guarded by the protective power? If I owed my lawyer
reasonable fees, amounting to ten pounds, what would you think of my
honksty, if 1 said to him, Sir, I give you leave to pay yourself by de.
manding a shilling from me every time I drink a glass of claret or a
dish of chocolate : but I declare to you, that, except in such cases, I will
take you for a robber, if you lay claim to any part of my property?
The doctor’s distinction is not only unjust in the present case, but it
might prove destructive to the commonwealth. It is granted on all sides,
that taxes and money are the sinews of the government. If external
taxes did not bring in money enough to discharge the necessary ex-
penses of the state ; and if the sovereign could not lay initernal taxes to
supply that deficiency, what would become of the kingdom ? Must it
not fall a wanton sacrifice to Dr. Prico’s political refinements? 1 hope,
sir, that if you weigh thesc obecrvations, you will own that his book,
ingenious as it is, far from “ carrying conviction in every page,” carries
trivolousness and mischievous amty in'the very first quotation which
you produce from him. And we may well suppose you did not pick
out his wenkest argument to support the praises which you bestow on
his ¢ most excellent pamphlet.”

But let us hear him out. You continue, p. 47, to quote him thus:
«The stamp act was passed. This being an attempt to tax them
internally ; and a direct attack on their property, by a power which
would not suffer itself to be questioned; which eased itself by loading
them; and to which it was impossible to fix any bounds, they were
thrown at once, from onec end of the continent to the other, into resist.
ance and rage.” ‘This sounds well to the ear; but judicious patriots,
who expect to find the kernel of truth under the specious shell of fine
words, may be a little disappointed. Permit me, sir, to break the shell, -
and to sce if the kernel be sound.
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which they have given birth, when those states arc well able to bear the
eusy burden? As soon will Doctor Price persuade me that it is con-
trary to “the rights of humanity,” in twelve lubberly young fellows,
who have always enjoyed thc benefit of their father’s house, and who
can get more moncy than their father, to give him something toward the
payment of the window tax, when he is burdcned with dcbts, and wants
some assistance to pay that tax.

Page 49, you continue to quote the doctor thus: “ Did they not settle
under the faith of charters which promised them the enjoyment of all
the rights of Englishmen 1” (mmted But did these charters promise
them rights superior to those of Englishmen? Is it not evident, that if
the colonists enjoy the right of being protected by the legislative power
of Great Britain, without paying taxes to that power, they enjoy a right
superior to that of Englishmen, who are bound to pay taxes for British
protection? The doctor goes on: ¢ These charters allowed them to tax
themselves, and to be governed by legislatures of their own, similar to
ours.” Granted in one sense, namely, in the same senso in which
charters have been granted to corporations. Corporate bodies are
allowed to tax themselves in a subordinate manner, and to be governed
by legislatures of their own, similar to that of Great Britain. Thus the
city of London is governed by a lord mayor, who represents the king ;
by a court of aldermen, which represents the high court of parliament,
and by a body of liverymen and freemen, which answers to the body of
voting burgesses und frocholders in Great Britain. And I suppose all
together can raise money for the support of tho corporation, by means
of some peculiar rates, or subordiuate taxcs. Now if the citizens of
London rose against parliamentary taxation under pretence that they
are, and ulways have been, taxed by their own magistrates, they would
show themselves as unjust as the colonists, and as good logicians as
Dr. Price.  What have subordinate taxes for the maintenance of lamp-
lighters, watchmen, and trainod bands, to do with the priinary taxes by
which the army and navy are supportcd? When rash patriots avail
themselves of the payment of the former taxes, to refuse paying the
latter, do they show more wisdom and equity than I should do, if 1
quarrelled with my physician for demanding of’ me ten guineas for ten
visits, and dismissed him with the following speech :—Sir, I claim all
the rights of Englishmen, nor will I be duped by you. I do not deny
paying fees, but 1 will not pay any to you. 1 will discharge my apothe-
cary’s bill, but as for your demands, they are contrary to ¢ reason,
equity, und the rights of humanity.” American patriots might give meo
thunks, and compliment me with the freedom of London in a golden
box, for such a spirited opposition to tyranny and robbery ; but I am of
opinion that British patriots would hardly think me worthy of the free-
dom of Old Surum in a wooden box : and if the physician were *thrown
into a rage” by my provoking injustice, he might poesibly think that I
deserved a very different box from that which Doctor Price has been
lutely presented with.

But the doctor has an answer ready. Speaking of the colonists, he
says, “ They are tuxed to support their own governments : must they
maintain two governnients? Must they submit to be triple taxed 7’ To
show the frivolousnuss of this argumnnt, I need ouly farther apply it to
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titled to parental indulgence from you? My lord the king is an angel of
God, to discern good and bad : he knows, and ye, his legislative asses.
sors, know that political, as well as religious enthusiasm, is a fever of the
mind, which throws those who are attacked with it, into a temporary
delirium: and that, in the paroxysm, heated religionists and patriots,
like delirious people, say and do & thousand things of which they are
ashamed when they come to themselves again. If your own children
were dangerously ill and light headed, would ye not treat them with an
indulgence suitable to their deplorable case? And would not natural
affection concur with reason, to make you overlook the petulance and
wildness of their behaviour 7 Ye will extend your mercy to your Ameri-
can subjects with double readiness, if ye consider that they are not all
guilty. A few warm men among them open the flood gates of patriotic
licentiousness; and while the fierce and roaring torrent frightened
myriads into a temporary compliance to revolt, it carried away myriads
more before they knew what they were about. Nor have they perhaps
had it yet in their power to recollect themselves. Vouchsafe, then, to
show yourselves their tender physicians, as well as their indulgent pa-
rents ; nor heal their moral fever by burning corrosives, so long as there
is the lcast prospect of doing it by cooling applications. If Christianity
commands us to “ restore, in the spirit of meekness, those that are fallen,
to become weak to the weak, yea, to become all things to all men, that
by all means we may gain and save some ;”’ be abundantly condescend-
ing to your American people, that you may save thousands of precious
lives, prevent the devastation of your-own dominions, and disappoint your
enemies, who flatter themselves that, when Great Britain and her colo-
nies shall have exhausted their strength in a destructive war, the British
empire, or some part of it, will become an easy prey to their greedy and
watchful ambition.

But I peculiarly address thee, thou majestic head, and executive hand
of the legislative power. By thy steadiness thou hast shown thyself a
king worthy of commanding a people who display lions in their stand-
ards. And now, like ¢ Messiah, the Prince,” like the generous ¢ Lion
of the tribe of Judah,” vouchsafe to show thyself « the prince of peace.”
Let all the earth know that thou art a representative of the God * of all
grace, and of the Lamb that taketh away the sin of the world.” Is not
the right of showing mercy to the condemned, the noblest of all thy
royal prerogatives, and the brightest jewel of thy imperial crown? O!
let that jewel shine in this cloudy day, and it will reflect the light of the
«Sun of righteousness” across the Atlantic, and cheer the western
world, The proclamation of a general pardon, accompanied by the
grant of a direct representation, and of a security for the equitable
proportion, which their taxes shall always bear to ours ; such a procla-
mation, I say, enforced by the sound of thy trumpets, the roar of thy
cannons, the sight of thy fleets, and the terror of thy armies, will show
that thou art eminently qualified to reign over a brave and free people.
Thou mayest thus be merciful without weakness. A Lee and a Wash.
ington are resolute enough to stand for a time the shock of thy forces:
An Adams ind a Hancock are obstinate enough to bury themselves iu
the ruins of their country. But resolute and obstinate as they are, thy
mercy confounds—thy indulgence disarms them. The paroxysm is
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and their military adherents; that he would fill the breast of the king,
and of all who are in authority under him, with every virtue which can
render his steady and mild government acceptable to the most discon-
tented of his subjects ; and that, on both sides of the Atlantic, all per-
sons in power may cheerfully use all their influence to promote the speedy
reconciliation and lasting union we wish for.

Should piety, loyalty, and charity thus animate your pravers; our day
of fasting and humiliation will infallibly usher in & day of praise and
general thanksgiving ; and the eloquent senator, who, in the house of
commons, lately condemned the religious appointment which I vindicate,
will himself partake of the universal joy, and be sorry to have declaimed
against a royal proclamation, which so justly deserves his assent, con-
currence, and praises. I am, my dear fellow subjects, your obedient
servant,

Joun FLETCHER.

Loxpox, December 6, 1776.
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