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Furthering the Gospel

rm: second volume of Dv. Wade
I:""aﬂmd Barclays work on the
Methodist Mis-

Method: i
ook 8 u.uni To Reform the Notion,
né students of Methodism will recog-
se the phrase.

At his first Conference, in June
i, Wesley saked what was God
esign |6 ralsing up the preachers
alied Methodists After long debate
e answer wai given: =Teo reform
hie nation, particalarly the Chureh: to
pread periphural holiness throughout
he land” And when the American
fethodist Eplscopal Church —wes
cganised s the Conlerence in Bal-
nore i 1784, the same guestion was
sied, and the same Bnswer war g en
vith the swbetitution of * continen! "
nation"

om his sins, and brings him to
eous living, and, more than any
couse, whether in America of

| reform. Sunday school:
countries as ~an edutalions
ropy for the children of the
The growth of civic and polii-
responsibility, the campalgn It
wrance, the fight ageinst gamb
the reform of prisons the
ovpmient of conditions of labs
emancipation of women
& of the Charch. had the.
origin and inspiratom in
record on slavery is unh
o1 i good. The battle in the C
ween the North and the South
<t neither was blameles: . Jed L
ri tragedy * of the division into

wo Chorehes in 1844, and Dr. Bar-
hajds that it was one conlT Dutory

of the Civii War, and grestly
missionary eflort in e
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déscription of & wvalley of dry bones.
They have fesh upon themy; they stand
on their feet and testily, The Method.st
Message is shewn to be thai of aniver-

sal redemption. of :c-gment.m the
8 periect love

| et

eshness and \lu'l'; The

a Mission are for the most
part the Cireuil Riders, whe might
have diade St Pauls wordy their own,
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ng matiered to them if only
id be preached and glorified
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Reviews

To Reromss e Namos, by Dr. Wade
Crawlord Barclay (Board of Missions
and Church Extension of the Methodist
Chureh, $1.500.

Tur Fonmwenasce of Tee Gosere, by
. W Moore; T Taumn or Tar Gos-
mr, by Dr d (Geoffrey

Armpcan  AwcEivs, by
\l|<--\\.n M. Temple (Ca
84

lum-«, at Twpea, by Joyce Resson
Cargate Pres, 2=

ibution 1o t

e development
el

refully planned r
found undersianding h-ulh of the gos
poi and of early Methodiem, and of &
Lowship of spiri with the men
carried the Waord of d right
e eontinenl. enduring hard
8 |wa soldiers of Jesur Chiut
- - L
U\nr_n the general title, = A
Chrmstisnity”  twe furth
berks have been issued by the Oxlord
Universily Press. They are intended
primarily for ihe upper forms of
schools, but they sre of value also to
giher readers. The Furtherance of the
Gospel, by R. W. Moore, is the slory
of Christianity from the beginning

Primer

o, written in language clear
and free from theological or other
jurgon. A subject so vast ﬂtm-mb

sevite tomprassion in o small book
but Mr. Moore has overcome Shis
dificulty in the main, though there are
omigslons  which  different resdars
would Bo doubl like to supply. The
cuntribution of the Free Churches
srd ol the Churehes of Americs_ie the
Turtherance of the goapel, might have
had rather more extended relerence
But the book will serve & aeful pasr-
pose both for general readers, and 15
for schools in the bands of s com-
peleit \escher
The Truth of the Gospel, by Dr. G
B Caird. fulfils the purpose of its title
Al s arguménts, and ils duduction:
srom Scriptusa] relerences. are not on
an equal level, but -ﬂh.ln s compass
it s an encellent guide to the know-
o fhe mmun taith wnd the
Ohrisiian lite, De. Caird meels critics
tairly and fully, and with no evasions,
amd b holds the attention o \lﬂ

ND Faith of My Own, by the Rev. Dr,
J. V. Langmead Casserley, is writ-
ten by one who grew up In complete
isolation from the Christian falth, as
a member of a family which had en-
tirely abandoned both the profesiion
and practice of religion. He travelled
the hasd way to discipleship snd this
lends additional value w0 his com-
ments and criticlems on rationalism,
for he knows it from the inside, sand
has found it to be fslse and worth-
T3

The book seis oul the author’y view
of what Christians believe, and how
they try to live, and in the coursp of
this it examines and demolishes a good
deal of erromecus . But fs
chief contribution is the posilive state-
ment, & vividly and power-
fully. 1t makes good the claim that
modern unbelief is a misundersisnd-
ing of history, science. reason, eivilisa-
tion_ and humanism. and is conelusion
is that “God is In Christ, and the
world's enly hope is in God.™ This s a
sirong. sincere book which i 1o be
commended, even though all of it will
rot find complete aceaptance.

As internal evidence shows, Dr
Casserley writes from the siandpaint
of an Angio-Catholic, and commit
bimsel! o the that the iwelve
apoetles  “ exe L their power fo
hend on their ty to others . . .
trus 5 Matthias and 54 Paul became
a]w«l'h" This, if the New Testamen!

» to be believed, would be news io 5t
Pn.l And when Dr. Casserley speaks
Church he means the-“Catholie™

in which he includes the
Eastern Orthodox and Angli-
rather a " sharl way
* sbout whom he eould
more with sdvantage. Free

Krow
Churchmen must bear with him as

\r i# 8 doughty champion of the Chris-
Lif falth sguinel unbelhevers
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T\\'O small books
il how enriching
Rev. Mervyn M. Tempie has writien
African Angrlus gut of his knowledge
{ Rhodesia and his iove for ils prople
consists of twenly-seven short
Aelrhu. illusiraied by admirable
drawings and each followed by &
prayer. There is a-quality sbout this
book thai seis it apart; for one thing
a fine choite and control of words: for
another, a delicate sensitiveness; more
thar all, the séelng eye and the under-
standing heari. Some of the stories
are of the workaday world: some of
the human soul gropng for the light:
some of sorfow or tregedy or dis-
appointment. all interesting, some

for the close—

simost unbearably polgnant; esch one
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Methodism have been accorded

William

Clowes

BY THE REV. FRANK BAKER

MERICAN Methodism has fts

bishops. Two men In British
the
courtesy archidiaconal title of *The
Venerable.”  One was Hugh Bourne,
the organising genius of that wonder-
ful nineteenth century movement of
the Haly Spirit known as Primitive
Methodism. The other was his
colleague, the roaming evangelist of
the movement. William Clowes.

Clowess early barkground did not
sebm very propitious 8s & preparation
for his bnt[ but brilliant career as a
* travelling preacher.” Bomn into the
home of a working Burslem potler on
Mareh 12, 1780, at ten he ' 'was
apprenticed to his maternal uncle—
one of the famous Wedgwood family.
He had inherited his father's careless
ways, however, and though he speedily
learned his trade he was incurably
restlesz. When at length he was able
fo earn £1 a day he could not settle
down to regular werk, but roamed the
eouniry, seeking still better emplor-
ment, spending hizs money as gquickly
as it came, and leaving a trail of debtis
behind him.

Adventurous and ambitious by
nature, with a power{ul, stocky figure,
be was by tumns pugilist, athlete, and
even @ cing champion. In many
wild pranks he was ringleader until
suddenly sobered by a narrow escape
from the clutches of a press gang in
Hull

Clowes fled home o Burslem. cut
down his drinking to a mere half-pint
of ale a day, and ventured into the
Methodist chapel. Evading Methodist
discipline by using a borrowed class
ficket, he even e

following merning, January 20, 1805,
whenhe thus d!:mhd his experience:
“This is what the Methodisis mean

by being converied : {u this is it. God
iz converting I an agony of

SDCIN' Clowes's Burslem home—he
ad married in 1800—was a centre
of Mrthodht hospltality and worship.
He himself became a class leader in
the colliery willage of Kidsgrove, and
was the means of converting many
rough miners. Various forms of
Christian activity claimed him. He
led a Sunday observance goclety, dis-
tributed Testaments and tracts, con-
ducted in his home protracted praver
meetings and a Salunlaﬁﬂ_:wnmz
study_circle for local preaci
he himself became an *auxillary™
preacher.

When on May 31, 1807 the first
English Camp Meeting was held on
Mow Cop William Clowes was still a
beginner in spiritual things. however

—an en!'hus:ist:c Methodist class
leader of ty-seven who was
eradually i‘eel his wayr to mare

extended evangelistic labours. Hugh
Bourne was eight years his senlor. and
an established man of affairs as well
as a m! more e ced Christian
worker—though without Clowes's self-
ronfidence and bonhomie. At that first
Camp M’.qtln; arranged by Bourne
young Clowes was present, and even
mounted the :l:.nd to give his testi-
moeny and dellver an exhortation.
Wholeheartedly he threw himself into
the formidahle spiritual ewertions of
that long and awe-Inspiring day, sing-
:;: praying, exhorting with hardly a

ak.

At the u-wnd Mow Cop Camp Meet-
ing on July 30, was again
present. but this limc only as 1 :ym.

spectator.

dom in Burslem had !'mwned
on the meeting. A few days later the
Wesleyan Conference declared that
such gatherings were " highly improper
n hul.l.nd and likely o 'leLLC‘l ve

of considerable mischief™
lovally avoided the erucial ﬂlird Csmp
Meeting held at Norton on August 23
which led to the eventual expulsion
of Hugh Bourne from the Weslevan
Society.  His friendship with the
“ Camp-Mee " continued, how-
ever, and he ded them aghinst
their many critics. T
Over a year later Clowes seem: al
last to have resched a decision about
claims of his circuit
oe. He accompanied
Bourne to the first two Camp Meetings
hdl‘l at Ramsor, in Seplember and
ober, 1808, meantime taking counsel
Ifl.l.h thnl mu‘hhewn saint of the
forest of Delamere, James Crawfoot.

Hugh Bourne fssued separate clase
tickets for the new denomination, and
on February 13, 1812, they * took the
name of The Society of the Primitive
Methodists ™
L] L] - L]

T'WO men were chosen by the infant

Connexion 1o be thelr ® travelling
preachers " — James Crawfoot and
William Clowes. Their salaries were
14s. a week, and their circuit—the
whale country. Clowes travelled
extensively in the Midlands. Crowds
would gather around him the
sireels - or f:elds attracted by his
powerful and pleasing voice singing
Gospel hymns to popular song-tunes,
In poinled but picturesque language
he would then press home his message
of a present and a full zalvation, often

quelling his antagonists by the
magnetiem of his glowing eyes.
Clowes formed and sirengthened

societies by ihe score, made converis
by the hundred and eventually by
thousands. He had no settled plan of
gn, however, for he
eving firmly kn spiritua) I T
and the powver of praver. He simply
u-::h‘d for the open! ings of Providence
d the guidance af the Holy Spirit.

} r evangelism of Clowes and
others had brought such an expan-
sion to the work of the “Ranters™
that a period of consolidation followed.

Clowes continued his misslonary
labours, which led him along the
sourse of the Trent and jts tributaries
through the Midlands until the revival
of 1817-18 led him to Hull, the centre
for hiz greatest triumphs.  Accepting
an old cloth factory in North Street
as his headguarters in January. 1819,
he soon had two classes formed and
a steward appointed. Rioting led him
to ask for legal prolection, and
Wesleyan opposition far a time ereated
difficulties, but somehow nothing eould
long withstand his earnest enthusiasm.
He began touring the East Riding,
forming more sorieties wherever he
wenl. In March he n!urnnrl 1o
Rottingh to plead fully for
more preachers.

- - - L

TO Primitive Methodism's first York-
shire lovefeast on March 7. 1818,
came hundreds from twenity miles

. around. 'The first Camp Meeting. on

Mav 30. brought thousands together.
Before the year was out a chapel was
built and opened. Almost overnight
Hull became a rival to the Potteries
as the main area for Primitive
Methodist expansion. And the centre
of it all waz Willlam Clowes. From
Hu]] he and his heloers went forth

“open”™ Leeds. York, Newcastle.
ard a hundred towns and villages in
between. From Huoll he went fo
stabilise the work in London. which
was for many years a mission con-
trolled from the provinces. and thence
to a more satisfying evangelistic tour
in Cornwall.

To Hull Clowes returned in 1827,
worn out In body. and relieved by
Conference of cireuit responsi :
vet by no means destined to *sit
down™ Tt was Clowes who superine
tended the Primitive Methodist Mission
eent out from Hull to the TTS.A
1829, snd he continued to make exfen-
give preachine tours throughout the
country in addition to strenihening
the hands of the societies in Hull, who
=ﬂw!LonateL7 knew him as “ Father
Clowes

In 1842 both Clowes and Bourne
were officially superannuated. vel
even afler this r'vl"\! Clowes wa:
rhosen President of the Conference for
three years in  succession, 1844-8
During his last twenty years. how-
ever, Clowes had been but a shadow
of his former self—in vigour and
murnle if not in size.  His effective

areer can be said to have ended in
18:1 but in less than twentv years he
more than most

Sixty years 1o the day after the
death of John Wesley, on March 2,
1851, William C‘Jm- “m lo his
reward, and was 1he
* Primitive Corner " o! the Snr{n(
Bank Cemetery, Hull. where a graniie
obelisk marks his resting place. The
same year there was opened in the

centre uf the d}rl- mrﬁt;r}ﬂben-
ing his name. Yei nel umn
ave por the now forsaken

pel oe.nllltuu his tros

In June, 1810, hlluwl.nl h.l.; ttenkt
the fousth Ramsor

neld. He was told by the minister (at

the meeting of his own class at Kids-
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would
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“William Clowes.” Methodist Recorder (March 1, 1951): 9.

American Methodism has its bishops. Two men in British Methodism have been
accorded the courtesy archidiaconal title of “The Venerable.” One was Hugh Bourne, the
organising genius of that wonderful nineteenth century movement of the Holy Spirit known as
Primitive Methodism. The other was his colleague, the roaming evangelist of the movement,
William Clowes.

Clowes’s early background did not seem very propitious as a preparation for his brief but
brilliant career as a “travelling preacher.” Born into the home of a working Burslem potter on
March 12, 1780, at ten he was apprenticed to his maternal uncle—one of the famous Wedgwood
family. He had inherited his father’s careless ways, however, and though he speedily learned his
trade he was incurably restless. When at length he was able to earn £1 a day he could not settle
down to regular work, but roamed the country, seeking still better employment, spending his
money as quickly as it came, and leaving a trail of debts behind him.

Adventurous and ambitious by nature, with a powerful, stocky figure, he was by turns
pugilist, athlete, and even a dancing champion. In many wild pranks he was ringleader until
suddenly sobered by a narrow escape from the clutches of a press gang in Hull.

Clowes fled home to Burslem, cut down his drinking to a mere half-pint of ale a day, and
ventured into the Methodist chapel. Evading Methodist discipline by using a borrowed class
ticket, he even engineered a visit to a lovefeast. The deep impression made here was sealed at a
prayer meeting the following morning, January 20, 1805, when he thus described his experience:

“This 1s what the Methodists mean by being converted: yes, this is it. God
is converting my soul. In an agony of prayer I believed God would save me—then
I believed he was saving me—then I believed he had saved me; and it was so.”

Soon Clowes’s Burslem home—he had married in 1800—was a centre of Methodist
hospitality and worship. He himself became a class leader in the colliery village of Kidsgrove,
and was the means of converting many rough miners. Various forms of Christian activity
claimed him. He led a Sunday observance society, distributed Testaments and tracts, conducted
in his home protracted prayer meetings and a Saturday evening study circle for local preachers.
Soon he himself became an “auxiliary” preacher.

When on May 31, 1807 the first English Camp Meeting was held on Mox Cop William
Clowes was still a beginner in spiritual things, however—an enthusiastic Methodist class leader
of twenty-seven who was gradually feeling his way to more extended evangelistic labours. Hugh
Bourne was eight years his senior, and an established man of affairs as well as a much more
experienced Christian worker—though without Clowes’s self-confidence and bonhomie. At that
first Camp Meeting arranged by Bourne young Clowes was present, and even mounted the stand
to give his testimony and deliver an exhortation. Wholeheartedly he threw himself into the
formidable spiritual exertions of that long and awe-inspiring day, singing, praying, exhorting
with hardly a break.

At the second Mow Cop Camp Meeting on July 30, Clowes was again present, but this
time only as a sympathetic spectator, for Wesleyan officialdom in Burslem had frowned on the
meeting. A few days later the Wesleyan Conference declared that such gatherings were “highly
improper in England, and likely to be productive of considerable mischief.” Clowes loyally
avoided the crucial third Camp Meeting held at Norton on August 23, which led to the eventual



expulsion of Hugh Bourne from the Wesleyan Society. His friendship with the
“Camp-Meetingers” continued, however, and he defended them against their many critics.

Over a year later Clowes seems at last to have reached a decision about the conflicting
claims of his circuit and his conscience. He accompanied Bourne to the first two Camp Meetings
held at Ramsor, in September and October, 1808, meantime taking counsel with that rough-hewn
saint of the forest of Delamere, James Crawfoot. In June, 1810, following his attendance at the
fourth Ramsor Camp Meeting, his name was omitted from the Burslem preachers’ plan, and in
the September his class ticket was withheld. He was told by the minister (at the meeting of his
own class at Kidsgrove) that a promise to forsake Camp Meetings would reinstate him in
membership. Upon this, said Clowes: “I therefore delivered up my class-papers and became
unchurched.”

The members of the class refused to forsake Clowes, however, even when he pressed
them to find a new leader. Soon he found himself leading a new Methodist group, which was
speedily linked up with similar groups led by James Steele and the brothers Hugh and James
Bourne. On May 30, 1811, Hugh Bourne issued separate class tickets for the new denomination,
and on February 13, 1812, they “took the name of The Society of the Primitive Methodists.”

Two men were chosen by the infant Connexion to be their “travelling preachers”—James
Crawfoot and William Clowes. Their salaries were 14s. a week, and their circuit—the whole
country. Clowes travelled extensively in the Midlands. Crowds would gather around him in the
streets or fields, attracted by his powerful and pleasing voice singing Gospel hymns to popular
song-tunes. In pointed but picturesque language he would then press home his message of a
present and a full salvation, often quelling his antagonists by the magnetism of his glowing eyes.

Clowes formed and strengthened societies by the score, made converts by the hundred
and eventually by thousands. He had no settled plan of campaign, however, for he was a man
believing firmly in spiritual intuition and the power of prayer. He simply waited for the openings
of Providence and the guidance of the Holy Spirit. By 1814 the evangelism of Clowes and others
had brought such an expansion to the work of the “Ranters” that a period of consolidation
followed.

Clowes continued his missionary labours, which led him along the course of the Trent
and its tributaries through the Midlands until the revival of 1817—18 led him to Hull, the centre
for his greatest triumphs. Accepting an old cloth factory in North Street as his headquarters in
January, 1819, he soon had two classes formed and a steward appointed. Rioting led him to ask
for legal protection, and Wesleyan opposition for a time created difficulties, but somehow
nothing could long withstand his earnest enthusiasm. He began touring the East Riding, forming
more societies wherever he went. In March he returned to Nottingham to plead successfully for
more preachers.

To Primitive Methodism’s first Yorkshire lovefeast on March 7, 1819, came hundreds
from twenty miles around. The first Camp Meeting, on May 30, brought thousands together.
Before the year was out a chapel was built and opened. Almost overnight Hull became a rival to
the Potteries as the main area for Primitive Methodist expansion. And the centre of it all was
William Clowes. From Hull he and his helpers went forth to “open” Leeds, York, Newcastle, and
a hundred towns and villages in between. From Hull he went to stabilise the work in London,
which was for many years a mission controlled from the provinces, and thence to a more
satisfying evangelistic tour in Cornwall.

To Hull Clowes returned in 1827, worn out in body, and relieved by Conference of
circuit responsibility, yet by no means destined to “sit down.” It was Clowes who superintended



the Primitive Methodist Mission sent out from Hull to the U.S.A. in 1829, and he continued to
make extensive preaching tours throughout the country in addition to strengthening the hands of
the societies in Hull, who affectionately knew him as “Father Clowes.”

In 1842 both Clowes and Bourne were officially superannuated, yet even after this event
Clowes was chosen President of the Conference for three years in succession, 1844—6. During
his last twenty years, however, Clowes had been but a shadow of his former self—in vigour and
courage, if not in size. His effective career can be said to have ended in 1827, but in less than
twenty years he had accomplished more than most men do in a lifetime.

Sixty years to the day after the death of John Wesley, on March 2, 1851, William Clowes
went to his reward, and was buried in the “Primitive Corner” of the Spring Bank Cemetery, Hull,
where a granite obelisk marks his resting place. The same year there was opened in the centre of
the city a new chapel bearing his name. Yet neither the column over his grave nor the now
forsaken Clowes Chapel constitute his true memorial. This is to be found in the emphasis on
fervent prayer, on robust spiritual song, and on enthusiastic evangelism which he implanted in
the hearts of Primitive Methodists, and which they have brought over (albeit somewhat
attenuated) into the larger Methodism.

By the Rev. Frank Baker
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