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FOREWORD 


M '\' l1eart)' tl1a11ks are due to the follo,,ving lilJraries a11d 
i11di\1iduals, \\ 110 l1a\1e allo,,vcd tra11scri1)tions of 111anuscript 
letters })y Charles '\'esle)' to })e 111ade, and extracts to })e 
})Ul)lishccl: Bodleia11 Lil>rar}', Oxford; British Pro\·i11ce of the 
Cl1urcl1 c>f tl1e U11ited Brctl1ren, Lo11do11; E1nor) U11i\1ersit)' 
Lil>rar), Georgia, U.S.A. (pl1otostats, a11d tra11scriptio11s l))' 

l\1r. Il. B. 1-Iar\\ ell); 1\1cthodist lfistorical Society of Ne\\T 
\rork (tra11scri1)tio11 b)' Dr. J. R. Joy); !\1etl1odist 1\1ission 
liousr, Lo11do11; 1 Tatio11al Library of '\1ales, AlJer)'St\\~'tl1 
(tra11scriptions U)' t11e Re\'S. C. Dea11c Little ar1d Griffitl1 ']'. 
RolJerts, ~1.A., l~.D.); Ne\v Roon1, l3ristol (collation b)· tl1c 
Re\1 E. "I'. Selb)'); I)ulJlic llccords Office, Londo11; l{ich111c)11cl• 

Collrgc, SurrC)' (old tra11scriptio11s made lJ)' Tl10111as 
i\1arriott); R )'la11ds Librar)', 1\1a11cl1ester; \ \7csle)·'s House, 
I ..011do11; !\1aggs Bros., I...td., Lo11do11; 1\1)·ers & Co. Ltd., 
Lo11dc>11; the l{C\'. I:;-. }". 13retherton, 13.A., Su11dcrla11d; J)r. 
Elmer 'I'. Clark, Ne\v 1·ork; tl1e Re\'. R. Lee Cole, 1\1.A., B.D., 
Dubli11; ~1rs. l~. I..a\vso11, l)l)·1noutl1; Bisl1op F. D. Leete, 't. 
l)eterslJurg, }1'lorida, U.S.A.; 1\1r. S)1d11C)' Raine, 13ir1ni11gham. 
I\1orc detailed acknO\\'ledge1ne11ts can }Je made \vl1e11 it is 
eve11tually possilJle to pulJlish tl1e collected editio11 of Cl1arles 
\\'eslcy 's letters 011 \vl1icl1 I am ''rorking. I i11ust si11gle out for 
special tl1anks the Re\1. l~dgar C. Barton ai1d tl1e J{e\1 • }~'rank 
H. C,un1bers, 13.A., B.D., a11d men1lJers of tl1e staff at tl1e 
~1ethodist Book lloom, Londo11, for so readil)1 111aki11g avail
alJle tl1cir u11iqt1e collectio11 of '1\7esle)' manuscripts. 

I a1n greatly i11debted to the ])reside11t of the \\'esley 
Historical Societ)', tl1e Rev. F. }1". Bretherton, B.A., and to tl1e 
Re''· ,\.esle)' li'. s,vift, Assistant Editor of tl1e Society's Pro
ceedings, ,,·}10 l1ave })otl1 proved true fi·ie11ds b)' reading t11e 
ty1)e c-1 ipt a11d 1))' 1naking valuable suggestio11s a11d criticisms. 

}1'RANK BAKER 

\\ ARSOP 

January 1948 



ON pp. 128-29 of the second edition of Charles J.f'esley's Verse: 
A11 I11troductio11 I belatedl)' took the opportu11it)' of poi11ting out 
in)' serious historical faux pas in the first editio11 of this present 
''olu1ne (p. 25). f\1)' source \vas John lelford's The Life ofthe Rev. 
Charles l11esle;1, A1.A., re,rised and enlarged editio11, London, 
\l\Tesle)'a11 f\1etl1odist Book Roo1n, 1900. 011 pp. 245-46 lelford 
described at some lengtl1 how in 'records a11d correspo11dence of 
the earl)' colonists', tl1en i11 the custod)' of tl1e Georgia 1-Iistorical 
Societ)', a 11amed 111agazine writer l1ad discovered a 1736 letter b)' 
Charles \i\lesle)', 'vritte11 fro111 Jek)1l Isla11d, Georgia, to tl1e \vife of 
General Ja111es Oglethorpe. It described tl1e origi11 of a h)11nn 
later used b)' \f\Tesle)' to describe Land's E11d i11 Cor11\vall, begi11
11ing: 'Lo! on a narro\v 11eck of la11d,/ '1\vi...xt nvo unbou11ded seas, 

I sta11d-', '\·vl1icl1, I trust, ma)' pleasure your lad)1sl1ip'. 1aturall)' 
I \vrote from l~ngland to Savannah for son1e ''erification of the 
letter, but recei\ring 110 replies to m)' suspicious letters of inquir}', 
I felt compelled during the haste of publicatio11 to rely on 

1elford's autl1orit)'· In fact, howe,1er, tl1is "'as a literal)' l1oax, 
\vl1ich 11either Telford nor I l1ad suspected, not l1aving cl1ecked 
that Ogletl1orpe \Vas not 1narried until 1743. (In later }'ears I ha,,e 
found the Georgia f Iistorical Societ)' vel)' helpful i11deed, but the 
u11\\ritti11g harm l1ad alread)' bee11 caused!) 1"'he forgery had been 

prepared for readi11g before tl1e Chicago Literal)' Club in 
Dece111ber 1892 b)· r"'ranklin llarve)' I lead (1832-1914), a11d pri
''atel)' printed 'for the amusement of his frie11ds' in a four-page 

pa111phlet, Studies i11 Earl;• A111erica11 Histor;1 1/Je Lege11ds ofJekyl1 

Isla11d A salutal)' \varning ne\1er to trust a secondaI)' source! 

FRANK BAKER 

DUKE UNIVERSITY 

Septenzber 5, 199 5 

The Proceedsfro11i This Revised T7olu111e A1·e to Be Used by 

The Charles 11'esle;' Society 






BIOGJlAPHICAI., SUl\11\ifARY 


1703 j Ulle 28 

1707 Dec. 18 

1716 A1)ril 

1726 Ju11c 13 

Oct. 12 

1 729 ] a11t1ar)~ 
( 1arch?) 

1oveml1er 

1733 1arch 1 2 

1735 April 25 


Sept. 24 

Oct. 14 

1 736 11arcl1 g 

Jul)' 26 

Dec. 3 


1738 April 3 
~1ay 21 

Oct. 20 

J01111 '"1esle)' 1Jor11. 

CJ1arles '\7esle)' l)or11. 

I~ntered 'i\restminster Scl1c>ol. 

fvfat1·iculated at Cl1rist Cl1urcl1 College, 
Oxford. 

Sarah G\'\')7lt1e 1Jo111. 

Bega11 to kee1) a diar)'. 

l 1,or111ed nucleus of tl1e Holy C~lul>. 


J<>1111 '"7 esle)' I ctu111ed to Oxford, l)cco1n

i11g leader of I-Joly Clul). 

(;raduated B.A., })eca111e tutor at Oxfo1 d. 


I11troduced George '" hitefield to t11e 
I-Joly Clul). 

Graduated 11.A. 

llev'. San1uel \i\7csle)', rector of E1)vvortl1, 
died. 

()1 dai11t"d deaco11 l))' Dr. J01111 Potter, 
Jli l1c>p of Oxford. 

Ai)pc>inted Sccret<:tr)' for India11 Aflairs, 
(;corgia. 

Ordai11cd priest f))' Dr. I~dmu11d Gil)so11, 
13isl1op of Lo11don. 

J~1nbarked for Georgia. 

1,ook up n1i11istr)' i11 l~rederica. Co111
1ne11ced pul)lisJ1ed jour11al. 

I""cft Georgia for England. 
J""a11dcd i11 E11gla11d. 

Resigned l1is Georgia secretar) sl1iJJ. 
l~xperie11ced 'co11\1ersion'. 
J~irst 1)reacl1cd \\ i t11out 11otes. 



• 
\'l 

1739 l\1a)' 29 
ov. 6 

l 742 July 23 

l 747 Sept. g
l\1arcl1 20, 

1748 

l 748 Aug. 13
0ct. 8 

1749 
April 8 
Se1)t. 1 

Oct. 2 

1751 l~'cl). 18? 

l 752 August 

l 756 Scpt.-Oct. 

1757 Dec. 11 

l 759 April I 

1762 

1766 Feb. 24 

1771 

I 788 	 l\1~1rcl1 29 

April 5 


1822 	 l)ec. 22 

CHARLES \'\7ESI.EY 

l~irst preacl1ed i11 fields. 
Re\'. Sa1nuel \'\'cslcy, l\1astcr ofTi\1erton, 

died. 

l\1rs. Susan11a \\1esle)1 died. 

l~irst visit to Irela11d. 

Seco11d \risit to Ircla11d. 

l)ublisl1ed H;11nns and Sacred Poe1ns. 

l\1arried Saral1 G'"')t1111e. 

Set up l1ousc in Cl1arles Street, Bristol. 

Jol1n Bennet a11d Grace l\1urra)r nlarried. 


John \\'esle)' ai1d l\11·s. \lazcillc ma1Tied. 


Son Joh11 \\7esle)' bor11. 


Last 11ortl1ern jow·11e)'. 


Son Cl1arles bor11. 


Daugl1ter Saral1 bor11. 


Publisl1ed Short H.J11n11s on Select Passages

of tlie Hol:J' Scriptures. 

So11 Samuel l)or11. 

Famil)' remo\red to Chesterfield Street, 
l\1ar)rlebone. 

John \'\'esley ordai11ed preacl1ers for 
America. 

Charles '"'esley died. 
Charles 'l\1esle)' buried i11 l\1ar) lebo11c 

churcl1)'ard. 

l\1rs. Charles V\7esley died. 



I TTRODUCTIO r 


CHARLES \iVESLEY is 11ot as '"'ell kno\v11, C\1en amongst 
11ethodists, as l1e deserves to be. Tl1is seems at first \'ery 
surprisi11g, in \1ievv of tl1e ge11erall)' ack110\'\1ledged fact 
t11at l1is hym11s '"'ere sucl1 a strong for1nati\re influence i11 
tl1c 11et11odist Re\ri\1al, and l1ave si11ce 1Jecome t11e 
treasured j)Ossession of tl1e Cl1u1·cl1 U11i\1ersal. T11e main 
reason for t11c comparati\re 11eglect of Cl1arles Wesley is, 
of course, Jolin '"'esle)'· Jol111 11as co1n1)letel)' over
sl1ado\\1ed his ) ou11ger brother. Reasons are not far to 
seek..John \Vesle)1 's was t11e more do1ni11a11t pcrsonalit:)'. 
His gift of leadersliiJJ \\1as far greater. T11eir \1ie\\1S on the 
relatio11sl1ip bct\vce11 t11e 1ct11odist societies a11d tl1e 
Churcl1 of E11gla11d differed co11siderabl)1

, J01111 bei11g led 
almost \·vitl1ou t k110\vi11g it-certai11l)1 '".ritl1ou t acknO\\'
ledgi11g i t-i11to a se1)aratio11, from '"'l1icl1 Cl1arles \Vas 

co11ti11uall)' stri\1i11g to pull 11im back, occasio11ally ,,rjth 
a se\1cre scoldi11g tl1r0\'\111 in. Sin1ilarl)' Cl1arles Wesley 
did not fa,rour tl1c c11l1a11ced status \Vl1icJ1 '"'as accorded 
b)' his brotl1er to tl1ci1· la)' l1elpcrs. 13ccause of tl1ese 
differe11ces Charles l<cpt tl1c J)Cace by retiri11g i11to semi
obscurity, a course to '" l1ich lie '''as urged lJy the break
do'' 11 in l1is J1ealtl1, a11d also i11 a lesser degree by farnily 
respo11sibilities. So it '"'as tl1at ~1etl1odis1n came to be 
identified botl1 \'litl1 the vie\\1S a11d \'\1itl1 t11e person of 
J 0}111 \\1esle)7, '"'l1ilst 'brother Cl1arles' ren1ai11ed for most 
j)Cople ''cry mucl1 i11 tl1e background. 

111 s1Jite of t11is, hO\\Te\rcr, 1nore \vort11)1 a1)1)reciation 
\vould probabl)' l1avc 1Jee11 11is 11ad 11is life bee11 easier to 

docun1e11t. For Jol111 \\Tesley's 111any biogra1)l1ers there 

11as bce11 a11 abu11da11ce of material-i11 particular l1is 

incon1paralJlc Jour1zal, and 11early t11ree tl1ousand letters, 

lo)1ally J)reser\red lJy l1is J1ero-worsluppi11g follo\'\1crs. 
\\'ith Cl1arlcs tl1e situatio11 is quite diflerc11t. Tl1ougl1 11c 
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kept a jour11al fron1 1 i29, J1e publisl1ed 110 extracts from 
it. \i\711e11 e\re11tually most of '\1hat still remained ,,vas 
prese11ted to tl1e \·vorld, in I 849, it 'vas found to be ver)' 
une\1e11, C0\1eri11g t11e )'ears 1 736-5 I ,,rjth occasional 
full11ess but \'\1it11 serious gaps, a11d supplemented b)' 
\ 1aluab]e re1n11a11ts for December I 753, Jul)1-August I i54, 
and Se1)ten1ber-No\1ember I 756. T\vo otl1er important 
sources remai11ed for the \\1ould-be biograpl1er-l1is 11ymns 
a11d 11is letters. 1"'11e ll)'mns \'\1ere k110,vn to be i11 man)' 
cases reflections of the poet's J)ersonal life, )'et tJ1eir bio
grapl1ical \ralue \'\1as ,·ery 1inlited because 0111)' i11 a fe''' 
cases could tl1C)' be accurate!)' dated. Tt1rning to t11e 
letters, 011ce again disappointme11t \A.ras i11 store. 

Cl1arles \~7csle)' s lette1·s do not ap1)ear to 11a\·e been 
JJrese1\1ed '' itl1 an)1tl1i11g }jke the de\1otion accorded to 
tl1ose of 11is })rotl1er. Tl1e u11familiar 11a11d\\1rili11g, and 
the lack of a signature, 11a\re probabl)' caused l1u11dreds 
to be discarded as of little \1alue. Tl1ere l1as ne\1er bee11 
a11y real attem1)t to publish tl1em. To t11e t\\'O \ olumes 
of l1is Journal })Ublisl1ed b)' the Rev. T110111as Jackson i11 
1849, 110\vever, '''ere appended 'selections from J1is corre
SJ)011de11ce a11d J)Oetry'. Jackson's selection coinprises 
I 06 letters. 1'11c J)erusal of this collectio11 soo11 re\•eals 
a11otl1cr sig11ifica11t obstacle agai11st tJ1e full use of t11e 
letters as biogra1)l1ical material. Like tl1c l1)·mns, t11ougl1 
less cxcusal)l)1, t11ey are for the n1ost part i11sufficic11tl)1 

dated. Of t11e 106, 011ly 40 are fully dated, ai1d 011e of 
those '' ro11gl)·, from a fault)' reading by t11e editor of an 
endorse1ne11t 1))' the recipient, 11rs. \i\'csle)'· Jackson's 
11olJle attem1)t to place them i11 chronological order l1as 

1i11 a fe\\' })laces })roken do\\'11 })adl)1 • 

Official correspo11dence, of \vl1icl1 little appears to have 

1 e.g. I ..etter 71 q2, v1.hich \Vere J)resurnably in t11e cor1ect chronological 
order. 1 he follo\.\ring a1e t11e actual years of their \\Ti ting, all of v.•hich had 
to be deduced except .. • os. 71, 73, 88, 91, and 92: l 766: l 760?: l 768: I 763: 
1759: 1759: 1759: 1766: 1760: 1759: 1766: 1759: 1770?: 1766: 1766: 1763: 
1771: 1771: 1764?: 1784: 1777: 1778. 
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survi\1ed, Charles \'\7esley see1ns usually to 11ave botl1 
sig11ed a11d dated. A1nongst l1is friends, ho\\1ever, l1e \\ras 
remiss in both particulars-}1a\ri11g 110 idea, of course, 
that })Osterit)1 1nigl1t be interested i11 tl1c n1atter. A11nost 
}1alfofl1is exta11t letters \i\1ere \vri tte11 to l1is \'\1ife. Of alJou t 
2 50 so far tra11scribed (all but fi, e fron1 t11e original 
manuscripts) , tl1erc is i1ot 011e signed, a11d onl)' fi,,e 
initialled, \\1hilst 011l)r 36 are adequately dated. TJ1e 
record is l)etter for otl1er corres1)011de11ts, h0\\7C\rer, 
especiall)1 i11 l1is later )'ears. About l1alf t11e exta11t letters 
to his childre11 are fully dated a11d either sig11ed or 
i11itialled, a11d a sligl1tl)1 smaller J)roportio11 of J1is corre
spo11dence outside tl1e family. TJ1ree only of tl1e letters 
so far see11 bear tl1e sin11)le sig11aturc 'Cl1arles': t11ose 
\vritten i11 t11c i 77o's to J1is old frie11d Jan1es IIutton. 
Usual!)' l1is letters e11dcd \\ritl1 a11 af)rupt 'Fare\i\1ell' or 
'Adieu', a11d J1c could even '"'rite 'You1 s affectio11ately' 
\\ritl1out appc11ding an) signature. 

T11e letters to 11is \vife are in 111a11y \\'a)'S tlic most 
interesti1ig a1id valual)le. Usuall)' the)' bcgi11, 110\\'e\rer, 
sometl1ing like tliis 'TJ1e Ir[ou11dcr)'], July 24', or e\re11 
'Litcl1field Street, Su11da) '. TJ1e )'ear, a11d C\'en tl1e 
month, ob,,jous c11ougl1 to tl1c rcci1)ie11t, 11ave to IJe 1)ain
full)1 deduced b) t11e l)iograplicr. 1 '11is is all tlie n1orc 
annoying '"lien '" c con11)arc tl1e meticulous secretarial 
care of Jolin \'\1cs1c), wl10 11ardl)1 C\'Cr on1ittcd sucl1 
details. T11us the })iograplier of Cliarles V\'cslc)' inust be 
''ery cautious ,,·]1c11 quoting fron1 11is letters. I11deed he 
ca1111ot safel)' use tl1cm to a1iy cxtc11t u11til tl1c literary 
detecti\re lias bee11 at \vo1·k, patie11tly establis11ing their 
correct dates, so1neti111es from \'Cl)' slight clues. For
tunately Methodism is ricl1 iii f)iograpl1ics a11d letters 
\vl1icl1 help in the elucidation of tl1esc clues, t11ougl1 some 
lines of i11vestigatio11 ca11 011ly be follo\~1ed up i11 sucl1 
a\1e11ues as co1ite111porary j)eriodicals, road n1aps, cale11
dars, a11d e\1e11 tables of tl1e moon's pliascs. Gradual!), 
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ho,ve\1cr, some order emerges from t11e cl1aos. 1any 
letters ca11 be dated 'vitl1 certai11t)', so1netimes co11firnli11g 
dates j)re\riousl)' suggested b)' Jackso11 or tl1e Rev. Joh11 
Telford, but occasionall)' proving tl1e111 to l1ave been 
1nistakc11. A numl)er of the manuscripts J1a\re been 
e11dorsed by 1'1rs. CJ1arles V\1esle)' or otl1ers, t11ougl1 11ot 
all of tl1ese endorse111ents pro\1e to be reliable. Son1e of 
tl1e letters 111ay })e assigned to related groups, and the 
con1bi11atjo11 of clues l1elps to date t11e group as a V\'l1ole. 
1"'11e fact tl1a t Charles \\Tesle)1 \·vas the fatl1er of a family 
pro\res of great assista11ce, so tl1at letters ma)' be dated 
fi·om t11e n1entio11 of sucl1 details as )'Ou11g Sall}1 's 
'meazles', or Sa1111ny's 'i11\risible torme11tors'-l1is first 
teetl1. Occasionall)', l10\\1e\rer, it seems t11at a letter 11ught 
belong to an)' 011e of t'\1enty or tl1irt)' )'Cars, a11d onl)' by 
a '"'eariso1ne J)rocess of climi11ation can the field be 
11arro,\·cd, a11d t11e actual )'ear })e fou11d, or approxi1natel)' 
found. 

All tl1is literary s1)ade\\1ork is abu11dantl)' ,,·orth \\1hile, 
110,·ve\7cr. !11 1)re1)aration for a collected editio11 of 
Cl1arles \r\Tcslc)''s letters the author 11as inade transcri1)ts 
of about 600, all but about I oo fron1 t11e original ma11u
scripts.1 Son1e 250 of t11ese 11a\1e already l)ecn pul)lisl1ed, 
tl1ough i11 1nany cases eitl1er as extracts only, or \\'ith 
onussio11s small or large. Of tl1e 600 letters transcribed
SJ)eaki11g rougl1ly-230 \\1ere adequately dated by Cl1arles 
\t\7esley l1imself. T11e dates of 265 1nore 11a\1e been 
deduced '"ith certainty, and of 75 \\1ith some probability. 
011ly a s1nall rem11ant of eigl1t so far rcmai11s \vitl1out 
C\'e11 a1)proximate dates assigned. 

Anotl1er difficulty al)out Cl1arles Wesley's letters is that 
a good 11un1l)er arc available only in sl1ortl1a11d copies, 
made ci tl1er 011 t11c l)ack of tl1e letter bei11g a11s\vered or 
c>n some otl1er l1a11dy J)iece of paper. !11 \\1riting to 11is 

1 i\ctu 11 11ot 11 arc- ' >Ii inal ·; so1ne are draft c r co1>i mad b 
( h rl s \\ e ley l1in1 elf, \ ar} ing lightly from the Jett r then1 ti\ es. 
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brotl1er Joh11 l1e ofte11 i11troduced sl101·tl1a11d i11to the 
actual letters tl1en1sel\1es, i11 additio11 to Lati11 a11d Greek! 
T11is \·~.ras not to sa\1C space, of course, but for tl1c sake of 
secrec)r_ a ta11taljzi11g cl1alle11ge to t11e inquisiti\'C student! 
We must therefore turn to a stud)' ofJol111 Byron1's Uni
versal E?zglish Slzort-lfa11d. Agai11 1na11y s11ags appear. For 
B) rom's short11a11d, like Pjtn1a11's ('"rl1icl1 closely resembles 
it i11 a fe'"' particulars), gives for most '"rords 0111)' an 
outline of tl1e co11sonants, \vl1ilst a good deal of contJ·ac
tio11 is possible. Even '" he11 in1agi11atio11 is gi\rc11 a free 
rei11 it someti111cs reaches i10 satisfactory goal. Nor \'\1as 
Cl1arles \i\1esle)' al\'\1a)1S sucl1 a copperplate pe11n1a11 as 
J1as someti111es bcc11 assu1ncd. AJthougl1 tl1e letters 
\'\1rittc11 to l1is ()rotl1cr i11 shortl1a11d arc usual!)' \'Cr)· 11eat, 
tl1is is not so '" l1cn \Ve come to tl1e COJJies 111ade for 11is 
0\'\111 use. Passages '" l1icl1 JJrcsc11t a SUJ)Crficial ap1)earance 
of i1eatness 1na) 11a\re been so 11urriedl)' \vritte11 t11at the 
cl1aracters arc '" ro11gly sloped or badl)' fi11isl1ed, e\·c11 to 
t11e extent of actually 111ea11ing so1netl1ing quite diflere11t 
from ,,,}1at '"as i11tendcd. Yct \·ve inust be grateful for 
tl1ese scraps of sl1ortl1a11d, '" itl1 tl1cir difficulties a11d 
uncertai11ties, fc>r i11 111a11y cases t11ey l1a\1e rescued letters 
\vl1icl1 '"'ould otl1c1 \\;Se l1a\re bee11 lost. 

A satisfactoi )' full-le11gtJ1 biograpll)' of Cl1arlcs \h/esley 
ca1111ot )'Ct be '" rittc11, t11ougl1 it is '"ell \vortl1 tl1e '"rriting, 
for n1uch prcli1ni11ary spade\\1ork 11as still to be done on 
11is letters, mall)' of \vl1icl1 n1ust e\1e11 yet be l)1i11g 
u11publisl1ed and JJractically u11k110\'\'ll i11 tl1e 11ands of 
libraries and pri\1ate O\\'llcrs. 1 011 the basis of the \'\rork 
alread)' done in collecti11g a11d dati11g tl1e letters, 110\'\7

e\?cr, '"·e offer t11is brief sketch of tl1e poet of 1et11odism 
as rc\1ealed by 11is letters alone. As far as J)Ossible Cl1a1·les 
\.Yesley 11as been allo\ved to s1)eak for lumself, b)' quota
tions fi·om over t\\'O 11undred representative letters, more 
tl1an l1alf of \\1lticl1 are 11ere publisl1ed for the first tin1e. 

1 The author \vould be glad to l1ear of a11y such, c/o Tl1e l.p,.. orlh Press. 
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Pcrl1a1)s a \'\1ord sl1ould be added about tl1e literary 
'v\'Ortl1 of tl1e letters. Here \\re can11ot but agree \'\1ith 
Jol111 \\7eslc) 's tribute-'! am ver)1 se11sible tl1at \vriting 
letters is Dl)' })rotl1er's talent ratl1er tl1a11 mi11e'. Tl1is is 
certai11l)' 11igl1 J)raise, for Jol111 \'\'esley's 0\\1n letters are 
among tl1e clearest, t11e inost terse and direct in the 
'"'orld. Yet tl1eir \'Cr)' strcngt11 is also their \veakness, for 
t11ey u ually lack colour and \var111t11. \1\'J1ilst Charles 
V\7cslc) ca11 l)c just as co11cise as 11is brotl1er, a11d eve11 
1nore a1)l1oristic, l1is letters are usually more rounded off; 
tl1ere are n1orc touches of l1umour a11d of te11derness, 
1nore 1)assages of description and exl1ortation, n1ore 
''ariet) . Cl1ar1es \Vas primarily a poet, 11ot a logician, 
ai1d J1is letters u11doubtedl)1 reveal a greater sense of the 
rl1ytl1111 a11d melody of '"rords than do t}1ose of l1is brot11er. 
The)' are a '"'ortll)' contribution to literature, as \\Tell as 
to })iogra1)l1)1 and l1istor)', altl1ougl1 tl1at is 11ot here our 

•
ma111 co11cern. 

NOTE: For tl1e co111fort of t11e reader, Charles \Vesley's 
s1)e]li11g at1d J)Unctuatio11 l1a\'C been inodernized, and the 
111a11y abbre\ iations extended. His la\rish use of capitals 
also 11as })ec11 J)ru11cd in conformity \vitl1 moder11 taste. 
Because of t11e u11certainty of some of t11e tra11scriptio11s 
fi·om 11is sl1ortl1a11d, it has been felt ad\1isable to distinguisl1 
tl1cn1 by usi11g italics, '"'l1ich are also used for his freque11t 
u11derlini11gs. It n1a)' be assumed, in tl1e absence of a 
note to tl1e contra!)', that a sentence i11 italics represents a 
transcriptio11 fro1n the short11a11d, \vl1ile a word or phrase 
so distinguished denotes Charles \'Vesley's underlining. 
111 all cases brackets [ ] denote explanatory additions 
or sul)stitutio11s, and parentl1eses \'\Tith a i1ote of interro
gation ( ?) J)assages \·vhere the 1na11uscript is defecti\1e 
or i11dcci1)l1erable. 

• 




CHAPTER I 

OXFORD DAYS 

THE a\1crage scl1oo]l)0)1 is not mucl1 addicted to ,,·riti11g 
letters J1on1e. Ai1d as ) oung Cl1arles '"'cslc)1 sec1ns to 
ha\'e bee11 a fair sample of tl1e a\1crage scl10011J0)1, l1is 
brief co1nmu11icatio11s '" i t11 tl1e fami1)1 at E}J\\1ortl1 rectory 
\·vould })rolJabl)' co11sist mainl)1 of 1·equests for pocket
money. It is not sur1Jrisi11g tl1at 11onc of tl1cm seem to 
ha\'C sur\'i\·ed. T11e mai11 facts of 11is earl)' education 
\Vere outli11cd i11 a biogra1Jl1ical letter of 28tl1 April r 785: 

At eight )'Cars old, i11 1 716, I \vas se11t l))' Ill)' fatl1er, rector of 
Ep\·vortl1, to '" est111inster School, a11d placed u11der the care 
of Ill)7 eldest lJrotl1er Sa1nuel, a strict Cl1urcl11na11, \·vl10 llrought 
me up in l1is 0\\111 pri11ciples. 1\1)' brotl1cr J0}111, fi\1e )·ears 
older tha11 111e, \·Vas tl1en at tl1e Cl1artcrl1ouse. 111 1 727 I \\'as 
elected Student of Cl1rist Cl1urcl1. i\1y l)rotl1er Jol1n \\'as then 
l~ello\\' of I"incol11. 

A remi11iscc11ce of tl1e stern discipli11c of t11ose early da)'S 
is found i11 a letter of 1749, ad\1ising ~.frs. J011es of 
Fo11mon al)out 11er l1cadsti·o11g son: 

If 	Robin will not be led, l1e must lJe dri\re11. I mea11 '' l1ipped 
through \·'lestminster or so111e otl1er great scl1ool. 

rot t11at Cl1arles l1i1nsclf \Vas actually ',v}1i1)ped tl1rougl1 
'"'est1ni11ster'. After all, l1e '''as u11der tl1e 1)rotectio11 of 
a rat11cr i11dulgc11t elder brotl1er, '''110 occu1)ied t11e proud 
positio11 of usl1er or u11dermaster of tl1e scJ1ool \\1hcre 11e 

' 	 himself l1ad bee11 educated. Althougl1 11ear1)' seve11teen 
)'ears }1js sc11ior, t11c Re\'. Sa1nucl \'\'esle), l\l.A., l1ad a 
real affectio11 for l1is )70ungest brotl1cr. Tot 0111)' did }1e 
combine \'\1itl1 J0}111 to meet t11e CXJ)C11scs of Cl1arles' 
education, but also 11elped to fasl1ion his cl1urcl11na11sl1i1) 
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and his Io,,e of t11e classics of Greece and Ron1e. Until 
Sa1nuel died pre111aturely in I 739 tl1ere existed bet,veen 
tl1e111 a ''cry close bo11d of S)11npatl1)', t11ougl1 Cl1arles 
fou11d Samuel's sl1ort-te1npered \vife Nutty ratl1er a trial
for l1e l1imself suffered fro1n a11 unstable te1nperan1ent. Yet 
'"'l1cn l1e 11ad bcc11 elected to Cl1rist Church College, 
Oxford, after 11a\1i11g attai11ed tl1e proud position of 
Ca1)tain of '1\7cstn1instcr Scl1ool, l1c still can1e back to 11is 
brotl1cr's home i11 Dca11's Yard for ''acatio11s. 

It \Vas after one sucl1 11oliday tl1at he '"'rote l1is first 
exta11t letter, 011 J1is motl1er's lJirtl1da)1, 20th January 
I 728, addressed 'To the Revd. 1.fr. Jol1n 'Vesley, Curate 
at Ep,vorth i11 tl1e Isle of Ax11olm near 'Vroot'. Carefi·ec 
Oxford '"'as a relief after tl1e tense atn1os1Jl1cre at 
'IVestminster: 

I 1Jreatl1e 011ce agai11, a fi·ee tl1ough sl1arp air. . . . You 
11eedn't fear JU)' gi\ri11g in to n1y sister's persuasion, \Vl10 
\vould 'villingly l1a\1e 111e think )'OU do11't care a farthi11g for 
1ne, a11d is desirous I sl1ould care just as much for )'OU. But 
tl1is trial of 111)' passive valour is at last over. . . . She is at 
Londo11, a11d I at Oxford! 

Ge11t1i11e fa1nil)1 affection is sce11 i11 11is brief account of 
tragicall)1-mated I-Ietty 'i\'esle)', tc11 ) ears 11is sc11ior: 

011c sister I 1)arted fi·om \\ri.th great regret. . . . l)oor Sister 
lietty! It gric,res me almost to tl1ink hO\\T exceedi11gly kindl)' 
sl1e treated nle, \\'ho am seldom so happy as to ineet vvitl1 
})are l1umanity fi·om others. 'Tis a shocking comparison! 
'1"',vas l)ut a \vcek l)efore I left London that I k11e\v she \Vas 
at it. Little of tl1at ti1ne, )rou 1na)' be sure, did I lose, being 
\'Vitl1 lier al1nost co11ti11ually'. I could almost enV)' ITI) self the 
deal of pleasure I had cro,vded \Vitl1in that s1nall space. !11 a 
little 11eat roo111 she has l1ired did tl1e goodnaturcd, i11ge11ious, 
C<>11tented '"~rctcl1 a11d I talk o\rer a fe\v short da)'S '" 11ich '"'e 
l)otl1 \·visl1ed had l)een longer. As )'Ct she lives j)retty 'vell, 
l1a\1i11g but 11erself and honest \\Till [\i\,rigl1t] to keep, tl1ough 
I. fa11cy there's another acoming. Brotl1er a11d sister are very 
k111d. to her, a11d I (hope?) \viii continue so: for I l1a\1e 
caut1011ed l1er 11e\1er to contradict Dl)' sister, v.1hom she k11ows. 
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1.,liis first letter struck a 11ote t11at '1\1as ofte11 sounded 
duri11g Cl1arles Wcsle)1's Oxford days-liis fina11cial 11eeds. 
Yet l1e mat1aged to lJe jau11ty e\rc11 i11 his poverty, telling 
}10\v l1e a11d his fi·ie11d Bob Kirkl1am 11ad reacted to 't11at 
plagu)' piece of 11e\'\1s' iliat Jolin '1\resle)' could not be 
expected to return to Oxford, bei11g 'settled for life-at 
least for )'ears': 

'1.,,,.,,ill 111ost certai11ly l1ave one of t\vo \·videly-different effects 
upo11 me: n1ake 111c a very 11ard stude11t, or 11011e at all; an 
excelle11t econornist, or a poor desperate scou11drel; a Patient 
Grizzle like l\1oll, or a Grwnblcto11ial like Pat. 1 'Tis in the 
po\\'er of a fe\v l~1)\Vortl1 or 'l\7root gui11eas a11d clotl1cs to give 
tl1i11gs the favouralJle tur11, a11d n1ake a gentlen1an of n1e. 
Co1nc 11oney tl1e11, a11d quickly, to rescue me fi·o111 iny 
n1elancholy n1axi1n, ex nil1ilo i1il1il fit-I ca11 possibly sa\re 
11otl1i11g, '"1here tl1ere's i1otl1ing to be saved. 

·TJ1e prospect of Jol111's co11ti11ued abse11ce mo\red 
Charles to 11is earliest k110\\111 \rerse: 

Nor yet fro1n my dim eyes 1·1-1v form retires! 

(1.,l1e cold en1pt)1 starvi11g grate lJefore 111e inakes me add tl1e 
follo\\1i11g disco11solate li11e:) 

Nor cheeri11g i1nage of tl1i11e absent fires. 

He \Vent 011 to j)Ortra)' in unfinished lines tl1e })leasant 
hours spent \\rltl1 Bob Kirkl1a1n's sisters, a11d their friends 
Mary Pendan1es a11d A.tine Gra11ville: 

Hin>.."Y's 
To longer 110\v 011 Horrel's air)' \'a11, 

\i\1itl1 thee sl1all I admire tl1e sul)ject plain, 
Or 'vhere tl1e sigl1t in neighbouring shades is lost, 

Or \vhere tl1e lengtl1ened prospect \videns most; 

\\7hile or ye tuneful poet's (so111etl1ing) so11g, 
Or trutl1s di,ri11e fiO\V eaS)' from thy to11gue. 

1 Charle~ referred to his sisters l\1ary and 1artha. 'Grumbletonian' \Vas 

a nickname given to supporters of the Country as opposed to the Court 
}>arty. 
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'Horrel's air)' \ra11' \'\1 as a fa\1ourite re11dez\rous of the little 
coterie, a bcecl1-clad lull-crest o\rerlooking Sta11ton, \vl1ere 
i11 Jovel)' surrou11di11gs the 'Arit of 11rs. Pendarves and the 
solid lear11ing and sl1re\·vd reasoni11g ofJol1n Wesley \Vere 
outmatched by tl1e devout S\'\1eet11ess of tl1eir 'dear 
Vara11ese', 11rs. Cl1apone, former!)' Sally Kjrkham. Later 
in the letter tl1e Kirkl1am hon1e "'as again mentioned: 

Bal) l1eard a fe\v da)'S ago fl-om Sta11to11, where they're all 
\vell, as he shall tell ) ' OU more particularl)' if I ca11 ligl1t on 
l1i1n l))' and l))' · \\T}1at say )'OU to a visit next su1n1ner? \'\Ton't 
tl1at tempt ) 'OU tip? You do11't i11sist upo11 an i11\1itation. 
If tl1is '"'on't fctcl1 )'OU 11othing \·vill. 

Jol111 \'\'esley did re\r:isit Oxford (a11d presumably 
Sta11ton) tl1at sum1ner, \vl1en 11e \vas ordained priest by 
13isl1op Potter. Soo11, l10\iVe\1er, he resumed J1is duties in 
Lincol11sl1ire as llis fatl1er's curate. In later years lie thus 
described Cl1arles's outlook at tliis period: 

He pursued 11is studies diligently, and led a regular, harmless 
life; but if I spoke to him about religion he \Vould Vt1arntl)1 

ans\ver, '\'\7l1at! would )'OU have 111e be a sai11t all at once?' 
and \vould hear i10 more. 

Duri11g J ol111's visit, 110\vever, son1ethlng ha1)pened to 
C11arles. The 1)ros1)ect of bei11g a saint seemed more 
attracti\1e, tl1ougl1 little 11earer. His spiritual pilgrimage 
11ad begun, t11ougl1 not for anotl1er ten )'ears did he 
come vvitl1in sigl1t oftl1e Pro1nised Land. On 22nd January 
1 729 he \'\'rote to J01111: 

God has tl1ougl1t fit (it ma)' l)e to increase ffi)' \·variness) to 
deny me at present )rour con1pany and assistance. 'Tis through 
Hin1 strengtheni11g me I trust to maintain my ground till \Ve 
meet, a11d neither before or after that time shall I, I hope, 
rela1lse i11to ID)' former state of insensibility. 'Tis through 
your mea11s, I fir11tl)' })elieve, God \·vil1 establish what He has 
begun in ine, and tl1ere is no one person I \Vould so \\1illingly 
have to be the instru1nent of good to me as you. 

I veril)' thi11k, dear \)rotl1er, I sl1all never quarrel \Vith you 
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agai11 till I do \·vitl1 Ill)' religion, and tl1at I ma)r 11ever do that 
I a111 11ot asl1a1ncd to desire )'Our pra)1ers. 'l"'is O\·vi11g i11 great 
1neasure to somclJod)·'s (111)' 1not11er's most likel)') that I arn 
con1e to thi11k as I do, for I ca11't tell Dl)'Self 110,v or '\1l1en 

first a'voke out of Ill)' letharg)'----011l)1 that 't\·vas 11ot long 
after )'OU \Ve11 t a \\'a)'. 

It '~:as 110 eaS)' 111atte1~ to be religious i11 Oxford, l1ow
e\1er, a11d Cl1arlcs 1011ged for tl1e 11a\re11 \'\1l1icl1 Jol111 l1ad 
reacl1ed, \'\1riti11g 011 5tl1 Ja11l1ary 1729 (i11 tl1e first part 
of tl1e letter \\·hicl1 11c co1111)1eted 011 tl1c 2211d): 

~1)' sta11ding here is so \1Cr)1 sli1JJ)Cr)1
, 110 \\1011dcr I lo11g to 

sl1ift ID)' grou11d. Cl1rist Cl1urcl1 is certai11l)1 tl1e \-vorst place 
i11 tl1e '"·orld to bcgi11 a rcfo1 matio11 i11. A 111a11 stands a \'ery 
fair cl1a11ce of l>ci11g laugl1ed out of l1is religio11 at 11is first 
setti11g out, i11 a Illace ,v}1ere 'tis scandalous to 11ave any at 
all. \\1as tl1e dam11i11g otl1crs the 0111)' n1ea11s of sa\ri11g tl1em
sel\res, tl1ey could scarce labour n1orc l1eartily! I 11eed sa)' 
110 more of tl1cm; ) ot1 1)artl)1 knO\\' thc1n, a11d ,:lre got out of 
their cursed society: I \'\ish to God I \vas, a11d sl1all l)c, I'm 
confident, '"'l1e11 He secs it })est for i11c! 

Cl1arles \r\'cslc)1 's SJJiritual a\\1ake11i11g seen1s to l1a\'e 
bee11 at least partl)r influe11ccd IJ)' tl1c reactio11 fi·orn a 
mild lo\1e affair '''itl1 a scl1e1ni11g actress, altl1ougl1 he 
n1a11aged to resist t11e allure1ne11ts of 1ol1)r a11d 11er 
i11otl1cr: 

To do the <>ld lady justice sl1e did gi\1C us opportu11ities 
enougl1, could I })ut l1a\7e l1ad tl1e grace to 11a' laid 11old 011 
tl1c111: a11d })ut for 111)' stra11ge College dull11css ?vfoll)· 1night 
have made sometl1i11g of 111e. . . . But l1i11ts \Vere lost upo11 
so dull, stupid a fella\\' as I '''as-a11d as sucl1 110 doubt 
I l1avc bee11 si11ce sufficiently laughed at. 

\r\Tl1e11 11e \\'rote to J01111 011 5t11 Ja11ua1·)1 I 72g, 110\vever, 
the incide11 t '''as O\'er, for J1c J1ad see11 t11rough ~1olly's 
make-up: 

After all, I do11 't take l1er frailt)· 111ucl1 to l1eart, as I ca11 
\\ i tl1out a11) regret resol\1 C 11c\ er to cl1a11ge a11otl1er \\'Ord 

B 
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'vith the pretty creatw·e; \\7l1ich I can the n1ore easil)' refrain 
froin, as ID)' e)·es \\1Cre partl)' OJ)Cned b)' 111)... last sa\1ing 
jou1·11cy to I""'ondon; a11d I trust I sl1all kee1) the111 OJ)Cn, a11d 
sec t11c clearer }))7 it, all tl1e da)rs of i11y life. One })enefit 1'111 
sure to get }))' the bargai11: fro111 l1c11ceforth 'Pcculiarcm 
l1abito no111i11em': I sl1all be far less addicted to gallantr)·, 
a11d doi11g \Vl1at sister" Nutt)' \\1itl1 less justice said )'OU did
liking \V0111a11 111erely for })ci11g won1a11. . . . But enough 
of l1er [i.e. !\1olly ]-I'll 1Jlot 111)7 brai11 and paper no longer 
\Vi tl1 l1er. 

Already CJ1arles \'\1as a diligent student, spendi11g mucJ1 
time i11 'collecting', or making extracts from tl1e books 
lie read. 111 his studies, as in otl1er 1natters, 11e follovved 
t11e cxa1n1Jle, a11d sougl1t tl1e ad,1ice, of J1is elder brother, 
co1n1ne11ci11g the letter quoted abo\re: 

I 11a\1C 1Jec11 so entirely take11 up \Vith my collections, tl1at 
I could 11ot \Vrite sooner. At prese11t I am head of tl1c tl1ird 
class, a11d sl1all })e of t11e table this term, ~11d then tl1ere \\1ill 
be brave li\1i11g for 1ne ! ... 

I ca11't take so 1011g \ 1ie,vs as to foresee for a '"'l1olc life; 
lJut could 111anage a montl1 perhaps or a )...ear, a11d sl1all 1Jc 
glad of 71our advice 110\v I may 1nake my best use of tl1e 
follo,vi11g. \'\7}1at I propose 111)1self is to la)' in a good stock 
of Latin and Greek against I'm exa1nined for 1ny degree, 
,,vhicl1 at present ter1ninates i11y prospect. 

He k11C\'\' 11inisclf less fitted by tem1)eran1e11t for a life of 
scl1olarshijJ tl1an Jol1n. T11e alertness of youtl1 did not 
make up for ltis inability to concentrate: 

In iny pursuit of k110\vledge I 0\\111 I have t11is ad\ra11tage of 
)'OU in soinc things. :r..t)' brothers \·vere l)orn lJefore n1e; 
I start at t\vc11ty. 13ut tl1en I'm sure I'm less i11delJted to 
11aturc than )'OU. 1'111 \1ery desirous of knO\\ ledge, lJut can't 
bear tl1e drudgery of co1ni11g at it near so '"'ell as you could. 
In readi11g a11ything difficult, I'm be\vildercd i11 a inuch 
shorter time than I lJelieve you used to })e at your first setti11g 
out. :r..1)' 11ead \\ill lJ)' i10 n1ea11s keep pace '''ith my }1eart, and 
!'111 afi·aid I sl1an't reconcile j t i11 haste to the extraordi11ary 
busi11ess of tl1i11king. 
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He sought John's expert opi11io11 i11 a11otl1er 1natter: 


I ''rould \villingl)1 \vrite a <liar)' of 111)' actions, l)ut do11't k110\v 
110\v to go alJout it. \Vl1at particulars a1n I to take 11otice of? 
A1n I to gi\1e Ill)' tl1ougl1ts a11d \vords, as \·veil as deeds, a ])lace 
in it? l'1n to mark all tl1e good and ill I do: a11d \\1l1at })esides? 
l\1ust 11ot I take account of Ill)' 1)rogress i11 lcar11ing as ,,·ell 
as religion? \\1hat cipher ca11 I make use of? If )'OU \·vould 
direct 111e to tl1c same, or a like i11cthod \·vitl1 your O\v11, 
I \Vould gladl)' follo\v it, for I'm fully con\1inced of tl1e 
useful11ess of sucl1 an u11dertaki11g. I sl1all be at a sta11d till 
I 11ear fron1 )'OU. 

Cl1arles's letter to J01111 011 5tl1 l\1ay I 729 shO\\'S l1in1 
full)' lau11cl1cd 011 l1is task as a11 Oxford 'Mctl1odist'. 111 
\\'riti11g it lie used tl1e alJbreviatcd script \\1l1icl1 Jol111 
11imself emplo) cd- it is l1ardl)1 a cipl1er, althougl1 it 
111akcs use of a fc\v u11t1sual S) 111bols. Go11e 11ow \1vas l1is 
careless gaiety, a11d 11is introspcctio11 and a11xious stri\ri11g 
atter t11e good life arc al1nost OJ)j)rcssi\1e. I-Ii finger \\ras 
consta11tly 011 J1is SJ)iritual J)Ulsc: 

\\'l1at )'OU say al>out cc>ld11ess 11as put 111e upo11 co11sidering 
\·vl1ence t1line ca11 J)rocced, and 110'"' it n1a)1 (IJe re111cdicd?) 
I tl1ink I ma)r trt1ly esteem it tl1e 11aturc and just co11seque11cc 
of ID)' past life. ()nc '" 110 ... l1as for almost tl1irtee11 )'Cars 
bee11 uttcrl)' i11attenti\ e at pul)lic pra)1ers ca11't expect to find 
tl1ere tl1at \var111tl1 l1e l1as tlC\1Cr kno'"'11 at l1is first seeki11g: 
he must knock oftener tl1a11 once l)eforc 'tis ope11ed to l1im: 
and is (I thi11k) in son1e 111easure a11s'" cratJle for a J1cartlessness 
of \vl1ich l1e 11i111self is tl1e cause. 

Be tl1at ho\v it will, I resol,,e tl1at iny falli11g sl1ort of Ill)' 
dut)' in one !)articular sl1an't discourage inc fi·om \1igorousl)' 
prosecuti11g it i11 tl1e rest. I look upon tl1is cold11ess as a trial, 
a11d that unless I sir1k u11der it "t\'\1ill i11 tl1e e11d greatl)' co11
tribute to my adva11tage. I must, I will, i11 spite of Nature and 
the De,ril, take pains: \'\1l1ile ID)' stre11gtl1 lasts, I will ])Ut it to 
the utn1ost stretcl1, for a da)''s relaxi11g thrO\'\'S 1ne back to 
Ill)' first setti11g out. I \·vo11't give ffi)'Sclf leisure to relapse, for 
1·111 assured, if I l1a\1C 110 busi11ess of Ill)' O\v11, tl1c De\1il \·vill 
soon fi11d Ine son1e. \""ou ina)' sl10''' tl1is if )'OU tl1ink proper 
to my mother, for I \\"C>uld gladly 11ave a letter fi·o1n lier 
upon tl1is subject. 
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By rigid atte11tio11 to the 1nca11s of grace l1e trusted to 
earn SJ)iritual sal\1ation for l1imsclf. It was a grim 
struggle, 110\Ve\1er, \\1itl1 its defeats as '''ell as its \1ictories: 

l ....ast Saturday ... I could 11ot co111e 1101nc till eigl1t at night: 

t11e11 fou11d 111)1self utterl)' a\1erse to pra)'er, a11d spe11t l1alf 

a11 how· i11 vain stri\1i11g to recollect m)' dissi1)ated tl1ougl1ts. 
Upon t11is I ga\1e out, a11d passed tl1e \vhole nigl1t i11 tl1e 
ut1nost trouble a11d disco1nposure of 111i11d. I rose i11 the 
mor11i11g t\VO hours later tl1an usual, in utter despair of 
reccivi11g tl1e Sacrame11t tl1at da)', or of recovering tn) self i11 
less t11an t\\'O or t11ree. 111 tl1is co11ditio11 I '"'ent im111ediately 
to church. On 111y \Va)' a thougl1t can1e across me tl1at it 
1night lJe less si11 to recei,re C\'CI1 '"'ithout the least im1nediate 
pre1)aratio11 (for the '"'l1ole \vcck till Satw·day eve11i11g I had 
spe11t t(> iny satisfactio11) tha11 to tur11 Il1)' back UJ)OI1 tl1e 
Sacra1ne11t. I accordi11gly resol\1ed if I fou11d lll)'Sclf an)1thing 
affected '"'itl1 the pra)'Crs, to sta)' and communicate. I did 
find Ill)'Self affected, and stayed. I not 0111)' received the 
Sacran1ent at tl1at time witl1 greater \varn1tl1 tl1a11 usual, l)ut 
after,vards fou11d Ill)' resolutio11s of i)ursuing co11siderabl)' 
strengtl1e11ed. This \vasn't all: 011 Sunday 11igl1t I recei\1ed 
a great lJlessi11g fro1n God, a11d l1ave continued since i11 a 
better fra111e of mind tl1an I }1ave )7Ct k110\\111. Dear lJrother, 
reme1111Jer a11d J)I"a)' for n1e \vhen )70U recei\1e this. 

CJ1arlcs 'Vesley '"'as nO\'\' gatl1eri11g arou11d l1im the 
11ucleus of '' l1at \·vas soo11 to be knO\'\ 11 as 'Tl1c Hol)' 
Club', \'\1l1ose origi11 l1e t11us described in later )'Cars: 

1'1)1 first )'Car at college I lost i11 di\1ersions. Tl1e 11cxt I set 
m)·self to stud)1 • Diligence led me into serious tl1i11ki11g. 
I \vent to tl1e \Veekl)' Sacra1ne11t, a11d persuaded t\VO or three 
)'Ou11g scl1olars to acco111pa11)' me, a11d to ol)serve tl1e metl1od 
of study prescrilJed l))' tl1e Statutes of the U11iversit)1 1"'11is• 

gained 111e tl1e l1armless nick11a1ne of :t\1ethodist. In l1alf a 
)'Car my brother left l1is curaC)' at Ep\'\'Ortl1, a11d came to our 
assistance. \\'e then proceeded regularl)' i11 our studies, a11d 
in doi11g \vhat good \·Ve could to t11e bodies a11d souls of men. 

His letter of 5tl1 J\1a)' r 729 i11troduced \\'illiain !forga11, 
w}10 \vit11 Robert Kirkham and Cl1arlcs \i\'esle}' '"ere tl1e 
first ' 1ctl1odists': 
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J>rovidence l1as at prese11t put it i11 ID)' po\ver to do some 
good. I l1ave a 1nodest, l1u111\)le, \vell-dis1)oscd )1 0utl1 Ji,res 
11ext me, a11d ha\1C l)ce11 (I tl1a11k God!) so1ne,vl1at i11stru
mental in kcepi11g hi111 so. He \Vas got i11to \1ile hands, a11d is 
110'"' broke loc>se. I assisted i11 setti11g 11i111 fi·ee, a11d '"'ill do 
Ill)' ut1nost to hi11dcr 11is getti11g i11 '''lith tl1em agai11. He is 
alread)1 co11te11t to li,1c \'\'itl1out a11y compa1l)' })ut BoJ)'s a11d 
mine. He \Vas of opi11io11 tl1at Jlassi,·e good11css \Vas st1fficient, 
a11d \'Vould fcti11 11avc kept in \\1ith his acquai11ta11ce a11d God 
at the sa1ne ti111e. He durst 11ot rccei\1e tl1e Sacra1nc11t })ut 
at tl1e usual tirnes for fear of ))ei11g laugl1ed at. I }1ave 1)er
suaded l1i111 to 11eglect ce11sure 011 a religious accc>u11t, a11d 
tl1ercl))' greatl)' e11couragcd n1)1self to do so. B)' co11,ri11ci11g 
11im of tl1e dut)· of freque11t co111111u11icatio11 I }1a\re 1)re\r;1iled 
011 ])otl1 of us to rccei,1e once a \\Teck. He l1as got ... Telson 
UJJ011 1ny reco111111e11datio11, and is resol\1ed to spare 110 pains 
i11 '''orking out l1is sal\1atio11. 

Cl1arles \\1 as far fron1 I1a1)J)) af)OU t tl1e tl1ird 111e111l)er of 
tJ1e grOUJ), llol)ert Kirk11a111 of 1'1erto11 College, a11 old 
frie11d '"'l1ose cl1ief 1ncrit i11 t11e C)1es of t11e \'\7esle)' brotl1ers 
see111S to ]1a,·e bec11 tl1at ]1e '"'as t11e brotl1er of t11eir 'dear 
\ l aranese': 

\A/ould to God I could give you a like accou11t of Bol)! But 
I'111 afraid so he ca11 lJut get to Hea\1e11 atl)' '''a)', tl1e less 
pai11s, he tl1i11ks, tl1e l>etter. I'1n 11ot t111cl1arital)le i11 my· 
OJJinio11; ) ou ca11·t i111agi11e 110''' \'\'l·etchedl)' lazy }1e is, and 
110''' small a sl1are c>f either lear11i11g or })iet)' ·\vill co11te11t 
l1i1n. l;-our l1ours a da)' l1e will spare for stud)' 011t of l1is 
di,•ersions, 11ot so 1na11y how·s for diversio11s out of l1is studies! 
\\

1}1at an excelle11t i11verter! Ta) a11d to m)r k110\vledge 11c is 
not so scrtl}Julous but half tl1is ''ill serve his tur11 at n1ost times. 

111 l1is 0\\'11 zeal Cl1arles C\1e11 tried to det1)' J1in1self t11e 
s,,·eet society of the ladies of Sta11 to11 rector)', repl)'ing 
'"itl1 some '"ar111th to Jol111's disillusio11ed \VOrds about 
'\Tara11ese', tl1ree years inarried to tl1e Re\'. Jack CJ1a})011e, 
or Cl1apoo11: 

I'n1 so far fi·on1 expecti11g lJut s111all sati factiE>11 at tanto11, 

that all I fear is 1neeti11g too i11uch. Indeed I durst 011 110 

account trust Ill)'Self tl1ere ,,·itl1out )rou, for as I take it stro11g 
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pleasure '"'ould be dangerous to one in my unco11fi11ned co11
di tio11. 1'11e)' 11a"1e l1ad tl1e good fortu11e there to l1a\1e a 
cou1)le of au11ts die ai1d leave the tl1ree girls £200 a1)iece: 
t11ere's ne\vs for )'OU, )'OU rogue! I '111 l1eartily glad for poor 
Bctt and not a little for poor l)a1naris, becat1sc I l)e]ie,·e it 
i11ay l1elp her to a l1usband tl1e soo11er. 'Tis \·vell you at last 
O\\ 11 Sall)· 11ot i11falliLle-thougl1 sl1e is so, I '\'eril)' believe, 
for all ) our su picions: all tl1e business is, she is not cl1anged, 
lJut Cl1apoo11 is Chapoon still. 

Charles's solJercd outlook was greeted at \t\Test1ni11ster, 
in tJ1c sum1ner of 1 729, '"'itl1 some 111isgivi11gs. !11 guarded 
la11guage he ''rote to Joh11: 

\\ l1at my· entertai11111e11t }1ere l1as })een I shan't say at present, 
tl1ougl1 \ ery \·velcon1e I \·vas \Vitl1out doubt tc> my sister, for 
I l1a\1e lost i11y sto111acl1. There are so many a11d so sur1)rising 
1)articulars i11 Ill)' reception, that I ca11 tell )'OU i1011e of unless 
f<tcc to face-or at least )'OU assure 1ne I ma)' do it\'\ itl1 safet)'· 
If a11)·thing ca11 prC\'ent my ever disagreei11g '" ith )'OU, 't\·vill 
be son1el>Od)1 's i11dig11ation t}1at \'\'C agree SO \Ve}}. . . . rfhe)' 
\·vo11der l1cre 1'111 so stra11gel)' dull (as indeed mirth and I 
l1a\1C shook l1a11ds a11d parted), a11d at tl1e same tin1e pa)· the 
con1pli111ent of Sa) ]11g I gro'v extre111ely like )'OU. 

111 SJ)ite of 11is j)l1rase alJout l)iddi11g good-b) e to 1nirtl1, 
Cl1arles's gaiet) 11C\'Cr quite left l1i1n, a11d it '''as apt to 
bul)lJlc fort11 in mome11ts of disco1nfort or da11ger. He 
\\'as co11sta11 ti)' 1naking fu11 of l1is })Overt)'· Tl1is })articular 
jour11ey fi·on1 EJ)\\'Ortl1 to I-'011do11 \vas inade on foot in 
order to sa\rc cx1)e11se, and Cl1arles \vrote: 

I \Vas se\1en da)'S aln1ost upon t11e road, a11d co11scque11tly 
l1ad I 11ot met \vith the luckiest compa11y 't'" as possible, 
should i1c>t 110\\' }1ave 11ad aught remaining of the 11i11e shillings 
I brought i11to t0\\'11 '' itl1 n1e. . . . Tl1cre }1as l)ee11 a Latin 
pla) acted at t11e College, \vith a farce at the tail 011"t for tl1e 
c11tertainment c>f l)rincc \\Tilliam, \vl10 '"'as prcse11t \vith half 
tl1e i1obilit)' i11 tO\\'n. . . . M)' Lord Cl1arles' 1)rese11ce \vas 
'''antir1g tl1cre, for man)' reasons a J)erson of )Our sagacit)' 
may easily guess at-supposing for '''ant of a coat or a shirt. 
Such accidents a1 c11't tl1e first of tl1e kind l1is l,,ord l1ip has 
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n1et \vith at \l\'estn1inster, thougl1 he ma)1 11ave tl1e \·vit to 
say the)1 sl1all be t11e last. 

!11 No,·cmlJcr 1 729 Jol1n '"'eslcy retur11ed from Lincol11
sl1ire to Oxford, to beco1nc t11c ack110\vledgcd leader of 
t11e religious stud)' circ]e started b)1 l1is lJrothcr. Tl1e 
fo]lo\'\ring )'Car Cl1arlcs took 11is Bacl1elor's degree, a11d 
soo11 l1ad a fc\\T }Jupils under 11is ''r.i11g. Tl1C)' too \'\rere 
knO\'\T11 as '~1ethodists', for l1c 11ot 011ly ga\1c tl1en1 tl1e 
lJenefit of l1is cxcellc11t k110\vlcdge of t11c classics, but 
i11troduced tl1e1n also to t11c clain1s of }JCrso11al religio11, 
a11d of de,·out cl1urcl11na11sl1ip. He '"'as not a],va)'S 
successful i11 J1is eftort , of course. !11 Ju11c 1731 l1c \\'rote 
to l1is fatl1er: 

Si11ce ffi)' retur11 11ither one of ID)' 1)upils, Mr. Bo)rce, l1as 
taken his degree, but as I gave hi111 all tl1e assistance I could 
f)efore I was paid for it, I sl1all continue to gi\re it after. 
A11otl1er of thc111 i11ay do me goc>d, tl1ougl1 I ca11 do him 
little. Our Ce11scJ1 l1as })Ut it J)ast Ill) pc>'" er fron1 tl1e ti1ne 
tl1at l1e dissuaded l1i111 f1 om ,,·erl<l)· com1nu11ion, r11011tl1l)', as 
J1e assured hiin. bei11g sufficient. ()11e step fctrtl1er i11deed tl1e 
young inan has takc11, ai1d rec i\1cs it 110\v but thrice a )'ear. 
])raycr a11d stud)ri11g quickl)r fc>llo\ved tl1c Sacran1e11t, so t11at 
i11stead of a11 1~:ntht1 iast (as it '"as fear d I should 111akc 
hi1n) I ]1a\•e got a }1opeful ) ou11g 11 atl1c11 to Ill)' pupil. ~1)' 
Ge11tlema11-Co1nmo11er 1nai11tai11s J1is pri\1ilcge of l1a\ i11g 110 
n1ore religio11 tl1a11 l1c l1as a fa11cy for, but nl)' fc>urtl1 JlUJ)il, 
the dullest rogue of tl1c1n all, inakes inc sufficie11t a111c11ds, 
l)y })eing just '"-'}1at I '"·ould l1a\ e l1i1n. 

To tl1e duty of frequent com1nunio11 ''as later added 
tl1at of fasti11g. 111 Ii'cbruary 1 733 he \vrote to l1is lJrother 
Samuel: 

Since in)' last I 111et '' itl1 a remarkable clat1se i11 our Statutes, 

,v]1icl1 not onl)· justifies, but I thi11k requires, Ill)' pressi11g tl1c 
duty of fasti11g on I11)' pu1)ils. 

l1c proceeded to quote tl1e Statute i11 qt1estio11, e11di11g 

11is letter'" itl1 a \'ciled request for assistance i11 l1is gradua

tion as • f .A. 011 12tJ1 i\farcl1, \\ l1icl1 '"'·ill cost ten }JOt111ds 
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-if )10U })]ease'. Overleaf 11e sougl1 t tl1e ad\1ice of l1is 
sister-i11-la'"~ \vitl1 regard to 11is go,v11: 

Ai1other impc>rta11t question I 1nust }Jeg to resol\1e is as to tl1e 
price of pru11clla, \Vl1ctl1er it '''ould not })e the 1nore saving 
\Va)' to lJU)' the stuff at Lo11do11, a11d ha\1e n1)· go\v11 n1ade 
l1cre. )'ou'11 })e so good, too, \·vl1e11 )'OU \vri te, ... to let n1e 
k110\v n1ore 1)articularl)' \\1hat effect rust and change of air 
(\·vill l1a\1e?) 

l)o\1crt)' co11ti11ucd to dog J1is footstCJ)S. On 31st Jul)' 
I 734, \'\1riti11g to Sa111uel, \vl10 11ad l)ccon1e l1eadn1astcr of 
1.,i\1erto11 Gramn1ar Scl1ool, 11e said tl1at he \'\1ould gladly 
con1e 0\1er and J1el1) to get the garde11 i11 order '"·ere it i1ot 
for ',,,a11 t of tiine a11d 111011e)1 '. Pla)'fully lie added: 

1"'l1is is i10 l1i11t, take i1otice; for '"'hen 11eed be, )'OU can l>ear 
\Vitness to n1y proficie11c)' in })egging explicit!)'· 

Six mo11 tl1s later, 110\vever, 11e \·vas on tl1e poi11t of selli11g 

tl1e j)icturcs fro1n l1is stud)' \'\1alls in order to lJuy clotl1i11g, 
tl1ough remarking: 

if ffi)' sl1irts can lJut l1old out till spri11g, ID)' good friend 
Hor11 ... l1as pro111ised tl1en to 11elp 111e c>ut a little. 

Strange})' e11ougl1, 11e did not ca11\1ass for }Jupils in order 
to 111cet l1is financial difficulties, \\'l·iti11g to San1uel, 'if 
)'OU 11a\1C an)' puj)ils to send, })ray se11d t11cn1 to my 
l)rotl1cr', a11d l))' 11arcl1 1 735 he had 011!)1 011e left: 

As to my title of 'tutor', I sl1all lose it '"·ith Dick '1nitl1, unless 
Sain Be11tl1an1 succeeds, \\1l1om I should l)C glad to take, a11d 
11ot sorry sl1ould l1e pro\'C ID)' last. 

Ep\'\10rtl1 rectory seemed far a\\'a), t11ougl1 J)la)rful 
rcfcrc11ces to tl1e gl1ost 'Jeffr)'' e\1i11ced a ''ristful 11ome
sick11css. 111 11is 1011gi11g for 11e\'\'S of 1101ne Cl1arles could 
lose patience c\1en '"itl1 Jol111, \·vriti11g to Sa1nuel: 

I can11ot excuse ID)' l)rotl1er's i11e11ti(>ni11g 11othing of Ep,\rorth, 

\Vhe11 l1e \\'as just come fron1 it. Tacit11rnit)r ac:; to famil)' 

a ffairs is l1is i11fi1mity, l)ut not l1is fault, for I dare sa)1 tl1ere 
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is 110 malice prepense in it. It \vas i11uch l1e told ine tl1ey '"rere 
all \vell there; for l1e does r1ot \1se to be so co1n1nunicative. 

T11at ,,·as i11 Jul)' I 734. 1.,11c follo,vi11g 11arcl1 fou11d t11e 
i·ector of Ep'' ortl1 \1er)' ill. Reluctantly Cl1arles ca11celled 
a 11ro1)osed l1oliday '''itJ1 l1is l)r<>tl1er Sa111uel: 

1"'his spri11g \\'C l101)ed to 11a\1C follo'''ed our incli11atio11s to 
Tiverto11, })ut arc inore loudl)' called ~111other ,,.a)'. 1\1y f atl1er 
declines so fast, tl1at l)efore 11ext ) ear l1e \viii i11 all prol)ability 
l)e at 11is journe)·'s c11d; so that I 111ust see 11i111 llO\v, or 11e\rer 
more ,,·itl1 1n)1 bodil)· C} es. !\1y n1otl1er sec111s 111ore cast do\'\'ll 
at the ap1)rcl1e11sio11 of l1is dcatl1 tl1an I tl1ought she could 
l1a\·e bee11; a11d '" l1at is still '"'orse, l1e seen1s so too. 

1.,11e follo,,ri11g sc11tc11cc re\1ealcd Cl1arles's i11grai11ed filial 
res1Jcct. T11ougl1 lie l1ad rcacl1ed ma11l1ood's estate he 
still addressed l1is fa tl1cr as 'l1011ourcd sir', a11d '' ould 
i1ot criticize l1i1n to l1is face: 

I ''isl1 I durst se11d l1i111 Ifilario11's \vords of encouragen1e11t 
to l1is de1)<lrti11g soul 'Go ff>rtl1, 111)' soul; "'hat art tl1ou 
110\v afi·aid of? 1"'11ou }1ast ser\red tll)' God tl1ese tl1reescore 
a11d te11 )'Cars, and dc>st tl1ou tre111l>le 110\V to appear lJefc>re 
J-Iim?' ~1ctl1i11ks sucl1 a 111a11 as l1c sl1ould 're.joice \Vitl1 joy 
u11s1)eakablc a11d full c>f g101 )'' \\1l1ile l1e e11ters tl1e haven, 
after sucl1 a successic>11 of stc>rn1s. 

1.,11c i·ector of l~l)V\'<>rtl1 died 011 25tl1 Ai)ril 1 735, a11d 

Cl1arlcs \vrotc Sa111uel a n10\1i11g accou11t of l1is last 
mome11ts: 

You 11ave reason to e11\1) us, \-vho could atte11d 11i1n in the 
last stage of l1is ill11ess. 1"'11e fe\\' \\·ords l1e could utter I saved, 
a11d l1ope r1e\'er to fc>I get. . . . Tl1e fear of deatl1 l1e l1ad 
e11tirel)' conquered, a11d at last ga\•e up 11is latest huma11 
desires of fi11isl1i11g Jol), pa) i11g 11is del>ts, a11d seei11g )'OU. 

lie often laid l1is 11and tl})On Ill)' }1ead, a11d said 'Be stead)'· 
']"'l1e Cl1ristia11• faitl1 '"·ill surely re\rive i11 tl1is ki11gdo1n; )'OU 
sl1all see it, tl1ough I sl1all 11ot.' 

T11at d)·ing J)ropl1cc) ''as soo11 to be fulfilled. 
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TI-IE stor)' of tl1e ,,..lcsley brotl1ers' missio11 to Georgia 
still i1eeds 111ucl1 elucidation. 'Vithout doubt, 110,ve\rer, 
it '"'as for bot11 Jo11n and CJ1arlcs as mucl1 a11 attempt to 
find s11iritual certai11t)' for t11emsclves as to proclaim tl1c 
Gosi)cl to t11e Red India11s. Cl1arles '"'as content to go as 
t11c la)' sl1ado'v of l1is l)rothcr, as Oglethorpe's private 
sccrctar)1 a11d also the official 'Sccretar)' for India11 
Affairs'. 13rot11cr Jol1n, 110\'\'C\rcr, '"'ould i1ot be gainsaid. 
As Charles '"·rote to Dr. CJ1a11dler: 

I tc>ok ID)' degrees, and 0111)' thought of spe11ding all JD)' da)'S 
i11 Oxfcn·d. But Ill)' l)rothcr, ''ho a},vay·s 11ad tl1e ascenda11t 
O\ er 111e, J)Crsuaded 1ne to acco111pan)' hi1n a11d !\1r. Ogletl1orpe 
to Cicorgia. I cxcecdi11gl}' dreaded enteri11g i11to liol)' Orders, 
l>ut l1e (>\ crruled me l1ere also, a11d I \vas <>rdai11ed deaco11 
lJ)' tl1e Bisl1c>p of Oxford, and tl1c next Su11day 1)ricst lJy tl1e 
Bisl101) of Lo11do11. 

Al tl1ougl1 (]J1c:1rlcs 'Vesle)' doulJtcd '"'l1ctl1cr 11e l1imsclf 
'"''ls 'rcnc\vcd i11 t11c i111agc of God', tJ1is did not prC\'CI~t 
11i1n fi·o1n se11di11g parti11g letters of spiritual ad1no11itio11 
to you11gjan1es Hutton. Hutton's ho1nc at \i\7cstmi11ster ad
joined tl1ctt fo1 merly occu1)ied lJ)' Sa1nuel '\1cslc), a11d 11erc 
tl1e brc>t11crs l1ad lodged ,,,J1ilst '"'aiti11g for tl1eir passage. 
1.,11e first letter '"·as l1eaded 'Gra\·csc11d, Oct. I g, I 735': 
Tl1c s;;1cl11c-s )"OU obser\red in 1ne at our parti11g l1ere \·\'as not 
011 my O''\tl account, })ut )'Ours. I feared tl1at a soon as I 
\'\as gc>11e )'OU '' (>t1ld fold ) our arms agai11, a11d si11k do\v11 into 
y(>Ur spiritual lctl1arg)', that 11ature \\'ould pre\ ail O\'er grace, 
a11d plu11ge ) (>11 as deep as e\rer i11 tl1at fatal luke\\1ar1nness 
,,·}1icl1 is 111orc alJc)1ni11able \·\'ith God than C\'e11 sin itself. 

1'11c 111issic>11c1ries ''ere dela) eel for so111c ,,·eeks, so t11at 

t\\'O ft1rtl1C'r ]c..tter:-; \\:ere se11t. T11e fir~t sl~O\'\'S the passion 
of tl1e c\·a11gt li~t alrt·ad)' burning i11 Cl1arle~ \\ csley: 
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?\1ight I presume to cl1oose tl1e \\'a)' \\1l1erci11 God sl1ould 
re\·vard [)'Our 1)are11ts J for all tl1eir good offices tc> 111e, it 
'"'ould be tl1e 1naki11g 111e the i11strt1mc11t of )'Our sal\ration. 
11 )' l1eart's desire t<) God fc>r )'<>u is, tl1at )'OU ina) llc sa\red; 
ai1d 'tis \\ ortl1 111) livi11g ai1d dyi11g for tl1is. 

Tl1e second, \\'l·itten on 28t11 To\e1nbcr, sl10\'\'Cd tl1at 
broodi11g i11acti\it)' ''as not good for Cl1arles's j)Cace of 
mind: 

I must add 1norc, tl1c>ugl1 I fi11d 110 \Vords to express tn)·sclf. 
1"'here is 110 \\Titi11g do\'\'11 1111· sc11satio11s. I feel the \veigl1 t 
and 111.iser)' c>f Ill) 11aturc, a11d lc>ng to })e freed fron1 tl1is 
l)ody of corru1)tions. 

''\'l1e11 a~ter t'' o 1no11tl1s at sea tl1c Sir121nonds at lc11gtl1 
rcacl1ed A111erira, tl1c lJJack clc>ud c>f depre~sio1111ad settled 
tl1ickl)' about 11i1n. '\'i tfull) J1c tl1c>ugl1t c>f l1is past life. 
He pictured that choice little circle of female fi·ic11ds i11to 
'' hicl1 11e had lJcc11 i11troduccd <ls a11 ()xfc>rd u11cler
graduate - tl1e Kirkl1<11ns a11cl tl1c Gra11\ illes. lie cl\~ clt 
011 tl1e J)lcasan t ad1ni ture of litcrar) dallia11ce a11d 
religious n1usi11g·, tl1e J)lc:l) ful ccreC) of t11eir pseudo11) n1S, 
\\rJtl1 l1imsclf disgt1iscd ;:i 'Arc:lSJJCs', J0]111 as 'C)rrus', 1ar)' 
Jlc11dar\·es a '1\ 1>asia', arid l1t·r ) ou11gcr sister A1111c as 
'Seli1na'. Ai1d abo\·c all l1c t11ougl1t of Sall) Kirkl1a111, 
IlO\\' secure!)' 1narricd to tl1e Rev..J01111 C~l1apo11c-Sall)' 
Kirkl1a1n, t11e \\1 esle) s' l)elo\ ed \'ara11esc'. 11.,orgctting 
] amcs Hutto11, forgctti11g l1is l)rotl1er Sa111ucl, forgetti11g 
l1is 111otl1cr, ]1c poured out lii:s soul to his 'first of frie11ds, 
Vara11cse', a letter i11tcr1dcd also for 'Seli1na', i11 \vl1icl1 
J1e said: 

Besides )rou t\\'O, I 11avc no relations, 110 fi~icnds in Engla11d, 
\vl1om I eitl1cr \Vl itc to, or find a11y case in tl1i11ki11g of. A11d 
for )'Oll I do pray conti11uall)', \\itl1 a11 ear11estne like tl1at 
of Di\res, tl1at )'C i11a)' 11evcr co111e i11to tl1is st<tte c>f tor1ne11t. 

Tl1c 01)eni11g sente11ce of t11is 1011g a11d in1portant letter 

sl10''' J1ovl even tl1e 11atura] fears aroused }))' tl1e beati11g 

of tl1c terrible Atla11tic storn1s 011 tl1eir fi~agile craft ''ere 
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as i1othi11g com1)ared '"ritl1 tl1e emotions arisi11g from l1is 
spiritual co11ditio11, 11is 111orbid fear tl1at J1e \'\1as not 
\vl1olly de\ otcd to God, i1ot acce1)tcd by Him: 

On })oard tl1e Si1n111c>11ds off tl1e 
Isla11d of 1"'il)ey i11 Georgia. J;eb. 5. 1 736 

God l1as brougl1t an unl1apJ))', untl1ankful ,,·retch hither, 
througl1 a tl1ousa11d dangers, to rene\v his co1nplai11ts, 
a11d loathe tl1e life \\1hicl1 has l>ee11 prcser\1ed l))' a series of 
iniraclcs. I take tl1e n1ome11t of 111)' arri\1al to i11form )'OU 

of it, lJecause I k110\v )'OU \vill tl1a11k Him, t11ough I ca1111ot. 
I cannot, for I )'Ct feel ffi)'Self. 111 vain l1ave I fled fro1n 
I11)1self to America; I still groa11 u11der the i11toleral)le \veigl1t 
of i11l1ere11t 111iser) ! If I l1a\'C 11e\1er )'Ct re1)ented of ID)' 

u11dertaking, it is l)ecause I could l1ope for 11othi11g })etter i11 
l~11gla11d-or Paradise. Go \Vl1ere I ''·ill, I carr)' my Hell 
alJout l11e. Tor ha\1e I the least ease i11 an)rtl1i11g, u11less i11 
tl1i11king of S [ elirnaJand )'OU. 

Resolutely l1e tur11ed fro1n l1is 0\\'11 despair, 110\'\re\1er, to 
religious exl1ortation: 

0 that )'OU l)otl1 111igl1t profit f))' 111)' loss, a11d nc\•er k110\v 
tl1e iniser)' of di\1ided affectio11s. . . . I can11ot fc>llo\v D1)' O\v11 
advice, })ut yet I advise you-Give God your l1cart ; lo\1e Him 
\·Vi tl1 all )'Our souls; ser\re Him \Vitl1 all )'Our stre11gtl1. Ii'orget 
tl1c tl1ings tl1at arc bchi11d, ricl1es, pleasure, l1c>11c>ur-in a 
\c\'Ord, \vhatcver does 11ot lead to God. l;rc>111 t11is hour let 
yc>ur eye l)e si11gle. \'\'l1ate\1er ye SJ)Cak, or t11i11k, or do, let 
God ))e )'Our ai1n, a11d God 0111)' ! . . . l.,hi11k of 11otl1ing else. 
See 11othi11g else. 1'o lo\1e God, a11d to be belo\1cd of 1-fim, 
is e11ot1gh. 

As l1e '"·rote, l1is heart '"'armed. Of their sal\1atio11, at an)' 
rate, 11e \Vas sure. Suddc11l)' }1e realized tl1clt tl1is lJUO) ant 
c11tl1usiasn1 \\C:lS i11co11sistc11t \\itl1 11is 01Je11i11g se11tenccs: 

I can11ot myself account for t11e strange ex1)a11sion of hcGtrt 
\Vl1icl1 I feel in t11e inidst of iny ,,·ishcs for )'C>ur ,,·el fa1 c. It is 
11ot cl1arity, for tl1at arises fi·om tl1e lo\1e of God, Gt principle 
I am utterl)1 igi1orant of. If it springs fron1 ought else it is 
c>f no '"·ortl1~a11d ) et 'tis (all?) I l1a\ e to rest 01)' sot1l upo11. 
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He 11ad }Julled l1in1self d0\'\711 fron1 t11e 11cights, a11d soo11 
\'\

1as i11 t11e dept11s agai11, as 11e i11c11tio11ed l1is lJrother's 
journal: 

He is indeed devoted. But I ca11not })ear to tl1ink of l1is 
l1a1)1)iness, a11d fi11d a J)reposterous sort of jO)' tl1at I ai11 going 
to })e re1no,·ed fro111 tl1e sigl1 t of it. Could I l1ide 111e fi·on1 
n1)·self too i11 tl1ese \•ast i111per\,.ic>t1s fc>rcsts, 110\\1 gladl)' \Vould 
I fly tc> 'e1n as Ill)' last aS)' lu1n, a11d }(>SC 1nyself for e\rer in 
a blessed i11se11sibility a11d forgctful11css ! But it is a fruitless 
\,visl1, and tl1at salutatio11 c>f Sata11 \Jetter \)eco111es 111e

Hail, l1orrors, l1ail, and tl1ou profou11dest gloom 
Recei\ e th) 11C\\ possessor- c>11e \\'110 bri11gs 
A 111i11d 11ot to lJe cha11ged 1J)' place or time! 1 

A \vcck c>r so latcr Cl1arles 'i\'esley }Jieked up tl1is letter 
again-i11 a lJettcr fra1nc of 111i11d, tl1ougl1 still \vitl1 tl1e 
old gloom o\rcrsl1ado\\ i11g l1i1n: 

, I•"eb. 14. off Peeper's lsla11d. 
~1)· fi·ie11ds \\·ill rejoice \\itl1 me i11 tl1e i11ter\•al of ease I at 
present e11jO)' · I look ,\·itl1 l1orror l)ack 011 tl1e des1)erate SJ)irit 
that dictated the '" ords af)C>\1e, })ut sl1all let tl1e111 sta11d, as 
t11e 11aked picture of a sc>ul '\1l1icl1 ca11 11e\1er k110\v reser\re 
to\vard you. I '\ill still call in) self a P1iso11er of llo/Je. God is 
al)le to sa\1e, to tl1e utter1nost, tc> l>reak Ill)' IJ011ds i11 sunder, 
a11d bri11g dcli\·era11ce to tl1e ca1)ti\re ! 'rfo \\'l1at an1 I 
reser\red?' is a quc tio11 I am co11tinu~1ll)' aski11g 111) self
tl1ough God alo11e ca11 a11 \\'Cr it. TJ1is, I an1 persuaded, \viii 
110,v l)e soon deter111i11ed, for I am co111e to a crisis. T11e \\'Ork 
I see in1mediatcly lJefc>re inc is tl1e care of fiCt)1 J)OOr fa111ilies 
(alas fc>r tl1e111 that t11ey sl1ould l)e so cared for!), so111e few 
of \vl101n are not far fro1n the Ki11gdon1 c>f God. A1no11g 
tl1ese I shall eitl1er })e con\1erted or 1.osT. I 11eed 11ot ask 
) our pra)·ers; )'OU l)otl1 111ake 111e11tio11 of i11e i11 tl1e111 con
tinuall)'· Obstinate pride, in,rinciblc sc11suality, sta11d lJct\\1ixt 
God a11d 111e. ""f'l1e \\ l1ole })ent of 111)' soul is to be altered. 

111) office calls for a11 arde11t lo\1e of souls, a desire to spe11d 
a11d to be spent for tl1e1n, a11 eager11ess to la)r do,vn ITI)' life 
for tl1e lJrcthre11. ~1ay tl1e Spirit tl1at 111aketh i11tercessio11 
for ll . direct )'Ou 110'"' to i11tercede for 111e. 

1 ~iilton · Paradise Lost, I: 250-3, 111isquoted sligl1tly. 
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\Vl1en e\1e11tually 011 gtl1 :r..1arcl1 he set foot 011 St. Simon's 
Isla11d in tl1e sot1tl1 of Georgia, taki11g up l1is duties 
an1ongst t11c 'fifty poor families' of f.,rederica, t11e i11cubus 
of despair left 11im: 

Imn1ediatel)' ITI)' spirit revi\1ed. To sooner did I enter upon 
111)· i11inistry than (~od ga\'C me, like Saul, anotl1er heart. 

Tl1ougl1 i11\vard co11flicts \Vere being stilled, }10_,,,e,·er, J1is 
out\'\1ard })attics \Vere but co111me11cing. Like 11is brotl1er 
J01111, l1e V\ras sc>on tl1e target for i11triguing \\101nenfolk, 
n1isu11derstood, slandered, J)Crsecuted. A lu11t of tl1is 
occur!:! i11 a letter to J01111, a letter j)robably carried i1orth 
to Sa\·a1111al1 b), Benjamin I11gl1an1. It is also im1)ortant 
for the Iigl1t it tl1ro\vs on religious condi tio11s i11 Georgia, 
a11d 011 Charles's oV\·11 SJ)iri tu al })rogress: 

Frederica, .. 1arcl1 27th. 
])EAR BROTIIER, 

I recei\rcd )'Our letter and l)OX. l\1y last to )·ou '"'as opened, 
tl1e contents l)eing pulJlicl}' proclai1ned b)' tl1c>se '"rl10 \Vere 
so u11generc>us as to intercept it. I l1ave not ) et con1plai11ed 
to !\1.r. Oglctl1or1)e. ,.l.,l1ough I trust I shall i1e\•cr either '"rrite 
or speak '"'11at I '"'ill i1ot justify ))otl1 to God a11d 111an, yet 
I \Vould i1ot 11a\re tl1e secrets of my soul revealed to cv·er)rone. 
]~or tl1eir sakes, therefore, as '"·ell as for Ill}' O\\rn, I shall \vrite 
i10 111ore, and desire )'OU '"rill not.... 

11r. Ogletl1orpe ga\'C ine an cxceedi11g i1ecessary piece of 
ad\1ice for you-'Be'"rare of hyj)Ocrites, i11 particular of log
Jzouse co11verts.' "I'l1ey co11sider yot1 as fc:t\1oured lJ)' Mr. 
Ogletl1orpe, a11d '"rill tl1erefore put 011 tl1e fc>rrn of religio11, 
to })lease-not God, l)ut you. 1_,o this I s11all 0111)· add, Give 
i10 tem1)oral cncourageme11t \vl1atsoever to any see1ni11g con
\·erts, else tl1ey \viii follo\v )'OU for the sake of tl1e loa\1es. 
Cc>11\1i11ce the111 thus, that it ca11 11ever be '"'ortl1 tl1eir '"rhile 
to l>e hypocrites.... 

(;od, you l>clicve, has n1ucl1 \Vork to do in A1nerica. 
lJelie\re so t<>o, a11d ))egin to enter into the desig11s \vhich 

lie l1as over 1ne. I sec \\1l1)· He })rougl1t 111e l1itl1er, a11d hope 
ere long to say \vith Ignatius, 'It is no\v tl1at I begi1i to })e 
a disciple of Cl1rist.' God direct )'OU to pray· for 111e. Adieu. 

I 
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Verse crept i11to J1is letters, in tl1e sl1a1)e of a J)Oe1n later 
to be i11cluded in l1is first great pt1blisl1ing ''e11ture, tl1e 
Hymns a1zd Sacred Poe11zs of 1749. 1.,o !\frs. Ogletl1or1)c l1e 
'"

1rote from Jek)'l Isla11d: 

Last e\reni11g I '"ra11dered to t11e nortl1 end of t11e isla11d, a11d 
stood upon tl1e i1arro'"' Jloint '"'l1icl1 your lad)rsl1ip ,,,ill recall 
as there JJrojecting i11to the ocean. rl""J1e 'ast11ess of tl1e '"'atery 
\\1astc, as compared '"'itl1 111)7 standi11g place, called to mi11d 
the ])rief11ess of hu1na11 life' a11d tl1c i111111e11sity of its co11
seque11ces, and JTI)' st1rrc>u11di11gs i11spircd 1ne to v.rrite tl1e 
e11closed l1ymn, begi1111ing: 

Lo! on a narro'"' neck of la11d, 

'1',,ixt t\\10 u11bounded seas, I stand

\.vl1ich, I trust, 1nay pleasure )your ladysl1i1), '"'eak a11d feclJlc 
as it is \·vhen compa1 cd witl1 tl1e songs of t11e S\·veet Psal111ist 
of Israel. 

His sl1ort stay in l~rederica, 110'" C\'Cr, seems to 11a,~c l1ad 
''ery fc'"' n101ne11ts '" hicl1 could tl1us i11s1Jirc l1im to \'Crse. 
TJ1e rougl1 ai1d read)' colo11ists disliked \'\1l1at tl1e)' con
sidered l1is i11tolera11t })iCt)'· T11eir false accusations led 
to a i1usu11dersta11di11g \l\it11 Ogletl101 pc. I-Ie co11tracted 
dysenter)' t11rougl1 I) i11g 011 tJ1c bare grc>u11d, })ei11g pre
''ented fron1 bu) i11g l)oards to sleep 011. He \Vent do\\'ll 
\'\7itl1 fe\rer. l\1orc and more it '"'as bei11g forced upon 
]um t11at he '"'as u11fitted 1Jot11 J)ll)'Sicall) ai1d spiritually 
to be t11c pastor of tl1is u11ruly Georgian fiocl{. He bega11 
u11burde11i11g 11is 1ni11d to 11is 11eglected f)rot11cr Samuel, 
n1ai11tai11ing i11 a letter of 8tl1 A1)ril tl1at 11e 'J1ad Ji,red 
eightce11 )'ears '" itl1ou t God' (i.e. since l1e '"as a lJO)' of 
te11). Altl1ougl1 tl1is gai11cd San1uel's deser\'ed rebuke, 
tl1e follo\vi11g letters J)rO\'Cd more acceptalJlc, \vi th t11eir 
l1ints of a })Ossiblc retur11 to England, u11til Sa1nuel \'\7rote: 

'\
1ours from Sa\ra11nal1, .fa)' 15, is )'Our last a11d })est letter, 

because it bri11gs 11C\'\1S tl1at )'OU design to co1ne back as soo11 
as ) c>u ca11. Tl1e soo11cr tl1e better, sa)' I. 
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CJ1arles V\7esle)1 's secretarial duties i11 Georgia do i1ot 
seen1 to 11a\1e })ee11 great, but 11e certai11ly did not enjO)' 
them. Ogletl1orpe ga,~e 11im t11e chance of 11onourable 
release, l10,,1e\1er, 1))1 n1aki11g 11i1n tl1e bearer of despatcl1cs 
to t11e Georgia 1"'rustees in Lo11don. Tl1e first stage of 11is 
\ 1oyage '"1as made f)oth distasteful a11d perilous by a 
drunken captain, a11d he '"'aited at Boston botl1 for a 
more reliable boat and for reco\1ery fi·om 11is re11e'"'ed 
illness. \Vl1ilst tl1ere, ap1)are11tl)' at tl1e 1101ne of 1\lfr. 
Price, the friendl)' Bosto11 co1nn1issar)1

, l1e \vrote to l1is 
brotl1cr Joh11, ,v}10 11ad accom1)a11ied l1in1 to Cl1arlesto\v11. 
His 1011g letter of 5th a11d 6tl1 October is intercsting, 11ot 
011ly for its co11te11ts, but because of its for111. 1"'11ere 11ad 
bec11 so 1nucl1 trouble througl1 intercepted letters t11at 
Cl1arles 'vas determined to a\roid this da11ger, '"'riting i11 
a stra11ge inixture of Lati11, Greek, a11d sl1ortl1a11d. Tl1e 
011ly }Jassage i11 E11glisl1 1011gl1a11d read tl1us: 

Oct. 6. If )'OU are as desirous as I a1n of a correspo11dence, 
)'OU must set upo11 Byro1n's sl1ortha11d i1nmediatel)1 • I lea\1e 
my jour11al a11d other papers \·vitl1 :t\1r. Price, \vl1ich }1e \\1ill 
se11d )'OU if I fall short of E11gla11d. 1 

The letter itself '"'as full of u11}1a1)pi11ess about tl1e imme
diate past, a11d u11certai11t)1 about tl1e future. Tl1e slanders 
a11d J)ersecutio11 of Georgia still ra11k1ed, cve11 tl1ough l1e 
'"'as 11ot te11der about his reputation, k110\\r:i11g 11is O\v11 
co11scie11ce to be clear. Yet tl1e ge11eral to11c of tl1e letter 
is 011e of cal1n resig11atio11: 

Dear Brother, 
1 take (advantage?) of the deepest seriousness a12d best ternper 

I have Jrrzow1z since th.e fatal hour I left Oxford, to lay open 112)' very 
lieart, as I call God to wit1zess that wliat I now write co11ies fronz it. 
1"ou know what has passed in Georgia. . . . The sna1e is hrolren, and 
I aTn delivered by tlie only expedient that could have saved 1ne. ... 
I someti1nes think how to dispose of the rernainder of a (111ad?) life. 

1 It \vas almost certainly O\\ring to Charles's in i tence that John \'\7esley 
at la t took up Ii>rrom's horthand i11 earne t, on 2ot11 IJccember com
mencing its regular u e in his O\•.r11 diary. 
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I can either live at Oxford or witli 1rry brother, z.Llzo before I left 
England had provided for 1ne without 1rry aslcing. lie will labour all 
lze ca1i to settle 1ne. But 1 trust God u;ill not suffer 1ne to set ujJ my 
rest there. 1 

11e11tioni11g l\1r. Price's offer c>f a co1nfortable cl1urcl1 
livi11g eitl1er i11 13osto11 itself or i11 a s111all i11land tOV\'11, 
11e co11ti11ucd: 

But Georgia alone can giue 1ne the solitude I seek after. I cannot 
look for a long life there, but neither do I count that a blessing. 

~1editati\ c solitude \\as '' 11at l1c })rized ab(>\'C e\·crytl1i11g 
else, Bosto11 l1os1)italit) j)rO\ i11g tc>c> 1nucl1 for l1im, tl1ougl1 
it '"'as ~crtainl) i11 S(>tne particulars a11 i1111)ro\·en1e11t 011 

Georgia: 

I a111 \\·earicd \\ itl1 tl1i 11c>spital>lc 11ec>ple, tl1e)' so \'CX a11d 
tease me \·vitl1 tl1eir ci\ iii tit" . 'I'l1ey do 11<>t suffer 111e to f)e 
alone. 1'he clerg)·, \\ 110 cc>me f1 <>In t11e counti·) 011 a \risit, 
drag nlc along \·vith tl1c111 '" t1c11 tlic) retw·11. I ai11 constrai11cd 
to take a \1iC\\ of t}1is C\V f:11g}a11d, Il1(>1'C J))casa11t C\'Cl1 t)1a11 
the old. I cannot hel1J c claiming, 'O 11apJ))' countI·)?, tl1at 
c11erishcs 11citl1cr flies, 11or crocodiles, 11or i11for1ne1s'. 

Ill11ess '''as agai11 disalJli11g l1i111, l10\VC\1cr: 

11 )' disorder, c>11ce 1ern<>vecl l>)· tl1 is most sal u lJrious air, 11as 
again retur11ed. All in) fi·ie11d advise 111e to co11sult a 
plt)·sician, l)ut I ca1111ot aflord so ex1)e11si\·c a fu11eral. 2 

011 15th October l1c told Jol111, \vitl1 a toucl1 of tl1c old 

des1)air: 

I should be glad for )'Our sake to give a satisfactor)' accou11t 
of 111)·self, l)ut tl1a t )'C>tt 1nust ne\1er cxi)ect frc>111 111e. It is fine 
talki11g \Vhile \\'C 11a,·e ) outl1 at1d 11caltl1 on our side; l)ut 
sick11ess '''ould spoil )'Our 1Joasti11g i1s '"ell as 111i11c.... 

1~hough I a1n apt to tl1i11k tl1at I s]1all at le11gtl1 arri\'C in 
England to dcli\'Cr \\1l1at I a111 c11t1 usted '"it11, )Ct do I 11ot 
ex1)ect, or ,,·isl1 for, a 1011g life. lio'"' stro11g 111ust tl1c 1)ri11ci1)lc 
of self-preser\1ation be, ,,·}1icl1 ca11 1nake st1cl1 a \\TCtcl1 as 
I am \·villi11g to li,,e at all !-Or rather Ul1\\ illi11g to die; 

1 Tranc:c-ribed from the horthand. ee p. 6. 

2 1 r.inslatcd fron1 the Latin, as i11 \\ hitchead' John J1'eslt), i: 141 2. 
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for I knO\·V no greater pleasure i11 life, tha11 i11 co11sidering 
t11at it ca1111ot last for e\1er. . . . I a1n just tlO\V much '''orse 
tha11 e\1er; l)ut notl1ing less tl1an deatl1 sl1all l1inder me 
fi·om embarking. 

011 tl1e 21st J1e '''rote: 

I a1n \VOrried 011 all sides b)r t11e solicitatio11s of ITI)7 frie11ds 
to defer D1)' \'vir1ter voyage till I l1ave recovered a little 
strengtl1. l\1r. [!)rice?], I am apt to t11ink, \vould allo\\' me 
to \vait a fort11igl1t for tl1e 11ext sl1ip: but tl1en if I recover, 
ID)' stay \Vill lJe tl1ougl1t un11ecessary. I 111ust die to prO\'e 
myself sick, and I can do 110 more at sea. I a111 tl1erefore 
deter111i11ed to be carried on board tomorro\\1, and lea\1e the 
eve11t to God. 

011 tl1e 2 5t11 ca1nc }1is final note: 

1"'l1e sl1ip fell do\\7n as \Vas expected, lJut a contrary \vind 
pre\rcnted inc from follo'''ing till no\v. At prese11t I am some
thi11g lJetter: 011 board the Hannah, Captain Cor11ey: in the 
state-room, '"'11ich they have forced upo11 n1c. I have not 
stre11gth for 1nore. Adieu. 

A11d so Cl1arles \~esle)1 left America bcl1ind J1i1n, land
i11g at ])cal, after a storm-tossed \1oyage, 011 3rd DecemlJer 
1736. For 1na11)' '''eeks he \Vas so ill t11at J1c \'\1as reported 
dead. l)art of t11is tin1e l1e \vas e11gaged in co11\1ersations 
about a closer union bet\·vee11 tl1e !\1oravia11s and 
A11glica11s i11 Georgia-and \Vas almost JJersuaded l1imself 
to seek l\1ora\1ia11 retirement in GermaI1)'· Georgia still 
called, 110\\'e\rer. On 5th February I 737 he urged 
Ogletl1or1)c, '''ho 11ad follo,ved him to E11gla11d, to arrange 
for 11is retur11-but as a n1inister t11is tin1e, i1ot as a 
secretary. He managed to \risit '\Tara11ese', tl1e Gra11\rilles, 
the Hutto11s, 11is brotl1er Samuel, a11d t11e rest of his 
relations. He spc11t inucl1 tin1e i11 univcrsi t)' circles, bei11g 
cl1osc11 to prese11t the Oxford Address to George II at 
Hampto11 Court. He talked 11is difficulties over \.Yi tl1 
William La\\' at Putne)', recei\1ing tl1e advice-'Rc11ounce 
)'Ourself: a11d be 11ot impatie11t'. 

• 
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The n1011tl1s JJassed b)'· Autu1n11 drC\'\1 011, and all tl1e 
ti1ne Georgia '"as calli11g. ~~\1entuall)' t11c Trustees 
acce1)tcd 11im as a n1issionary, asking l1i1n to dra\'\' up 
plans for fou11cli11g a11 orp11a11 11ouse in Georgia. It 
seemed t11at 11e '" ould soo11 })e bra\ i11g once mo1·c tl1e 
discomforts ai1d da11gers of tl1c colo11)' '" J1icl1 l1ad rejected 
11im. His courage rose acco1·di11gly, for there \Vas so111e
tl1i11g of t11e i11art)1r i11 J1is 1nakc-UJ). 011 26tl1 T O\'e111ber 
I 73i, 11e \"lrote i11 Lati11 to Cou11t Zi11ze11dorf: 

After '"'andering tl1rougl1 all tl1c 111iseries of passio11, I "''ould 
fain tur11 at last to tl1ee, to JU) self, a11d to God. . . . '\'hile 
I 11u11g l)ack a11d struggled, tl1e I ..ord s11atcl1ed nlc a\Va)' a11d 
tore me \·vitl1 \1iolence fi·o111 Ill)' idol. In grief a11d despair 
I flw1g a'" a) the )'Okc of Cl1rist dcfiantl)', a11d la) for a long 
time i11 si11, 11a\1i11g 11c> 11c>1)e a11d \Vitl1out God. At last, '"'itl1 
difficult)' and 11csitatio11, I sec111 to l)e risi11g agai11. I '''ould 
011ce more pla) tl1e '' ar1 ior, a11d force 111) ''a) i11to freedon1. 
11a)' tl1)' j)fa) ers a11d tl1e pra)·e1 s of the co111mu11it)r at 
Herr11l1ut acco1111)a11y 111e, a11d, I beg, 1na)' th)' letters follo\v 
ine, as I retur11 to Georgia. I)ra)' God 011 i11y })el1alf tl1at 
I ma)' l)e ,,·illi11g to })e fi·ee, that I 111a)' tl1irst for l-Ii111 alo11e, 

1t11at I n1a y fulfil 1ny 1ni11istJ:·) .

The letter thc11 i11troduccd a 11e\'\1 i1a111e, that of 011e of 
tl1e last studc11ts to be \velcomed into tl1e Iioly Clul) 
]))' C11arles \'\Tc le), a11d 011e \·vl10 '''as soo11 to take O\'er 
the or1)l1a11 l1ouse 1)rojcct fi·o111 J1im: 

I take \vitl1 me a )'C>u11g man na1ned George '1\'l1itefield, 
a ininister of ferve11t spirit-if I 111ay sa)' so, a seco11d 1"'imotl1)'· 
God l1as \V011derfull) aroused b)1 11is 111ea11s tl1e t'vice-dead 
J)Opulace. Tl1e churcl1es \viii 11ot contai11 tl1e l1earers. l~"or 
i11deed l1is \\'Ord a11d l1is preachi11g is 11ot i11 persuasi\1e \Vords 
of 11uman '''isdo1n but i11 the 111anifestatio11 of tl1e spirit and 
of pO\VCr. 

\i\'he11 on 29tl1 Toven1ber Cl1arlcs \t\7esle)' told his 
i11otl1er of l1is pla11s, sl1e \ e11en1entl)' })rotested'. Ill
ness can1e to l1er SUJJport. Once more (~}1arles \\'as 
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i11capacitated f)) d) sc11ter)'· rr·o George \l\'11itefield's letter 
of i11quiry l1e rc1Jlied: 

I could as soon fly ar ride. . . . It 112akes 110 alteration iTi 1ny designs: 
to go 1 a?n resolved 01i if a1l)'o1ze z ·ill set rne on horseback and I can 
lceep 1ny seat. . . . l.S'liould 1 drop 01z the road and )'OU sail before me, 
leal'e son1e monf) behi1 d;ou with Ja1nes [Hutton].... But it is not 
iTnjJ1obable 1 have a longer journ J' to go. Be that as it 1na;1. I lzave 
few attachme1tls to this place, not many to leave. 

I-Ie did reCO\'Cr sufficicntl)T to rcacl1 Lo11do11 011 Ne\v 
Ycar's E\·e, thot1gl1 lJy tl1at tin1e \V11i tefield '''as already 
011 board tl1e 11'/zitaker at Gra\rcscnd. Before the sl1ip set 
sail, }10\\'C\ er, '\'cslC)' i11a11aged to J)a )' \\1l1i teficld a farc
'"'·cll \'isit, of'" l1icl1 lie ga,·e a11 accou11t 011 211d January 
I 738 to 11is brotl1cr John, \\'l1ose troubled letters l1e }1ad 
l)ee11 reading: 

IIad I even resolved to ha\1e set up my rest here, your present 
trial ,,vould l1a\1C broken Ill)' resolutio11, and forced ine back 
to A111erica, to partake ,,vith yot1 i11 )'ow· suffcrings for 
tl1e Gospel. . . . 

l 7 C>u re1ne1nbcr tl1e case of Atlzanasius contra 1nundu112. Tl1e 
cl1arge l)rougl1 t ag,ti11st l1i1n \Vas '" ortl1 1Jri11ging: treaso11, 
;1dulter)', and 111urdcr, at once! I \Vo11der i1c> 1n<>re is said 

agai11st you. rJ,}1e devil hi111self could llC>t \\'is}1 for fitter 
i11strume11ts tha11 those l1e actt1ates a11d inspires i11 (;eorgia. 

\\ l1atcver l1e \\1ill st1ggest, they \\·ill both sa)' a11d Slvear 
t(>. . . . Here are inany no\v \vl10 long to be partaker \\1ith 
)'OU in tl1e sufferings of tl1e Gc>spel. I too '"'ould })e of the 

nu111l)er, and shall follo'v i11 sure a11d certai11 ex11cctation of 

your treatment. 1"'he fiery fur11ace, I trust, ''ill })Urif)' me; 

and if emptied of ID)'Self, I \vould defy tl1e \·vorld and the 

devil to hurt ine. 

A 11ote added to tJ1is letter on the 3rd ,,vas signed by six 

otl1ers of tl1c little group gatl1ered at Gra\·esend, in 

addition to c;11arles \1\Tesle)' George \Vl1itcfield, James 

Hutton, a11d \\'cstl~y Hall. 

For tl1e tir11e l>ei11g illne s l1ad prc\·cntcd Cl1arles 
\Ve ley's re11c\\ cd missionar) \'enture. Even after his 
1JrotJ1er J0}111's fligl1t frc>rn Georgia, Charles '~as still 
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deter1ni11cd to retur11. A11otJ1er desrJeratc illness follo\\'Cd, 
110V\'C\1cr, pleuriS)' t11is tin1e, C<>n1bi11cd \\'ith ,·jolc11t 
11euralgia, \\1l1ich f<)rccd l1i111 tc> 'tl1c a lJ01ninablc ren1ed)' 
of a j)i})C'. rl'J1is })Ut a fi11a} StOJ) to tJ1c J1roject. J11 I\1arc}1 
11e dictated a letter to l1is 1Jr<>tl1er Samuel: 

DEAR BROTHER, 

I l>orrO\V a11c>tl1er's ha11d, as I can11c>t use lll)r 0\\'11.... 
[Tl1e doctors] bled 111e three ti1nes, a11cl pc>ltrcd dc)\\0 11 draughts, 
oils, ai1d apozc1ns \\ itl1c>l1t c11d. Ii'or fc>ur da)'S tl1c bala11ce 
,,·as even. T11c11, as S1)enser Scl) s, 

I O\'Cr-\\ restlcd JU)' st1 011g c11en1)'· 

E\rer since I l1a\·e l>ee11 slo\\ l) gatl1cri11g strt"11gtl1 .... 
011e co11scque11cc <>f tn) sick11ess )'OU ''ill 11c>t l)e sorry for, 

its SlOJ)ping Ill) St1dde11 l eturr1 to (;eorgi,t. }~or t}1c doctor 
tells n1e to w1dertakc a \ oyagc 11C)\.Y ,,.c>ttld ))e certain death. 
So111e reasc>ns ft>r lzi r i1ot goir1g im1nediately 111) brc,tl1er \vill 
me11t1on to )rou in 1)erso11. 

To James Huttor1 lie ''rote i11 ~i111ilar t(•r111s: 

God }1as 11eard tl1e i)ra; ers <)f Ill) fric11ds, itnd once i11ore 
lifted me U}) fron1 tl1e gates <>f deatl1. I clffi 110\\7 \Valking 
about my roo111, c111cl 111<1)' \. <Tl tt11 e c>ut c>f it in a fe,,· da1·s 
unless pre\'c11ted l>)' a 1claI>::>C. 'I,l1c doctc>r tell· inc 11c 
expected at 11i second visit tc> l1a\ c fot111d inc de(td; tl1at 
I must la)' asicle tl1e tl1ougl1ts of (;ec)rgi,1 fen· sc>n1c ti1nc at 
least, u11less I '''<>uld rur1 upc>11 certcti11 cleatl1. If possilJle 
I n1ust see the c;cneral [ ()glctl1c>rpe] l >Cf<> re l1c Cllll)arks. 

Tl1e A111erica11 i11 tcrlud(• \\as O\'Cr. On 3rd April I 738 
l1c fi11all)' sent i11 11is re ig11ation as Sec·rctar)r of l11dia11 
Aftairs- dela)·ed at Oglctl1or1)c's rcquf ~t. E\'Cil as late 
as At1gust 1739, 110\\'C\'er, l1c \\as \\riting \\i tft1ll)r to 
\ i\111itefield, alrcad)r setti11g c>t1t c>11 l1is tl1ird Atla11tic 

•crossing: 

I pra)1 )'OU all a good vo)ragc, a11d t11at matl}' poor souls 
111a)' l)e added to tl1e Cl1 urcl1 l>)' ) c>ttr 111inistr)' before '" e 
111eet agai11. l\1cet agai11 I a1n co11fid~11t '''e sl1all; 1)erl1aps 
lJotl1 here a11d i11 America. T11c ,,·ill of tl1c J_..ord l)e do11e 
\\ i t11 us, a11d b)· tlS, i11 time and i11 cternit). 



CHAPTER III 


l\1ETliODIST !)REACHER 


CHARI..ES \'\1ESJ..E)~'s brief cxperie11ce as a Cl1ristia11 
nlissio11ar)1 l1ad 11ot brougl1t 11in1 tl1e spiritual certaint)1 

for '"'l1icl1 lie }1ad }1opcd. I11directl)1, hO\'\'C\'Cr, it 11ad 
take11 11i1n 11earer l1is goal, l))' introducing l1im to the 
l\1ora\1ia11s, a11d especially to l)eter Bol1ler, a ~1ora\1ia11 

111issio11ar)' l1i111self 011 his \Va)· out to America. During the 
ill11ess '''l1icl1 JJU t a11 end to Cl1arles \i\1esley's O\v11 11opes 
of returni11g, Bol1ler \1isited l1i1n for E11glis11 lesso11s, and 
took t11e OJ)portu11ity of i11quiri11g '''l1at reasor1 l1is tutor 
J1ad for l1opi11g tl1a t J1e n1igl1t be sa\1ed. \i\111e11 tl1e in\1alid 
replied, 'Because I J1ave used 111)' best e11dea\1ours to 
serve God!', 13ol1ler sl1ook 11is 11cad, a11d during later 

\'isits explained more fully t11e 11ature of justif)Tj11g faith. 

Seel{ing to k110\v 111ore of tl1is f ai t11 after Bol1ler 11ad left, 

\'\'cslc)' took up lodgi11gs '"Tjt}1 Joh11 Bra)' i11 Little Britai11. 

A11d tl1ere, on \'\'J1i tsu11da)', 2 I st l\1a)' I 7 38, t11e issue of 

11is i1111er co11fiict '''as at last decided, a11d J1is jour11al 

recorded: 

I 110\v fou11d t11)'Self at peace '''ith God, a11d rejoiced in l1ope 
of lovi11g Christ. . . . I sa\v t11c:1t l)y faith I stood; })y the 
conti11ual support of faitl1, \·vhicl1 kept 111e fro1n falling, tl1ougl1 
of ITI)'Self I a111 C\1er si11ki11g into si11. 

T,, o da) s later 11e '''as 1)e1111i11g a l1ymn of praise i11 \vl1icl1 
11c \\as sl1ortl)1 joined b)' his brotl1er Jol111: 

,!\.here shall my \\'onderi11g soul l)egi11? 
Ho\v sl1all I all to hea\1en aspire? 

A slave redeemed from death and si11, 
A f)rand plucked fro1n eter11al fire, 

IfO\V sl1all I equal t1·iw11pl1s raise, 
Or si11g n1y great Deliverer's praise? 
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A ne\v life 11ad begun for 11i111. Dcpressio11 \'\1as still to 
dog l1is footsteJ)S, fo1· it '''as 011c of t11c 1)rcdomi11ant traits 
of l1is \ 1olatilc ten1perame11t. Tor did 11is lo11gi11g for 
deat11 \ra11ish. It see111ed, i11dced, to increase at times, 
for 'to depart a11d to be '' i t11 Cl1rist' '''as 'far better'. 
'"fhe glo'''i11g certai11ty of 21st May 1738 lost some of its 
dazzlj11g brillia11ce, ai1d a i1ote of doubt could })e 
i11troduced into l1is later inusi11gs on tl1e e\rcnt: 

\'\7hitsu11day, I 760. \'\7estminster. 
1\1y DEAREST SAI..Ly' 

1.,11is I once called tl1c a11ni\ ersar)' of ITI)' co11\1ersio11. Just 
t\·vent)'-t\\TO )'Cars ago I tl1ougl1t I recei\1ed the first grai11 of 
faith. But \Vl1at does that a\:ail 1ne, if I l1ave 11ot the S1)irit 
no,v? I accou11t tl1at tl1e longsuffering of tl1e Lord is sal\1atio11; 
a11d '''ould fai11 lJelieve, He l1as 1 ese1 \1ed ine so lo11g for good, 
a11d 11ot for e\1il. 

He11ccfortl1, 110'" C\'er, '''hitsu11tide '"as al'' a) s to be a 
ti111e of )JCculiar 1Jlcssi11g for J1i111. U11dcrl) i11g tl1c cl101)]))' 
surface of l1is CJ1ristia11 cx1)erie11cc '"ere the cairn deeJ)S 
of l1is i1e'"' certai11t) of God's lo\ e for l1im, a 1norc co11
fident reliance upon that lo\rc filli11g every n101nc11t of 
l1is life. Go11c \vas tl1e 'des1)erate SJ)irit' '" J1icl1 11ad 
dictated 11is letter fr()nl Georgia to '\!arancse'. 1"'11cre 
\Vas a nC\\7 cntl1u ias111, a 11e'"' glo''', a SJ)iritual buo)ra11C)' 
\\1hicl1 fou11d its n1ost lasti11g CXJJrcssio11 i11 tl1e lilt of 
Cl1ristia11 so11g, })u t '" l1icl1 also re\1caled itself i11 l1is letters. 

Cl1arlrs \"lcsle)' 110'"' l1ad so111etl1i11g alJout \vl1icl1 l1e 
\\ranted to tell t11e '' orld. Hitl1erto J)reacl1i11g l1ad })cen 
a dut)'· ,.O\\' it '"as a jo)·-or perl1a1)s \\'C sl1ould sa)' a11 
irresistible urge. To l1in1, as to l1is brotl1er J01111, addrcss
i11g great cr0\'\1ds in tl1e OJ)Cn air ,,·as a l1eaV)' cross, ai1 
affront botl1 to 11is l1ealtl1, l1is temperarnent, a11d to 11is 
sc11se of ecclesiastical 1)ropriet)'· Yct J1e could i1ot J1el1J 
l1i111self. As l1c '"'rote to 'i\ 11itcficld i11 August 1739: 

I am co11ti11uall)1 te111pted to leave off preacl1i11g, a11d l1ide iny
self like J. Ilutcl1i11s. I sl1ould t11e11 })e f1 eer fi·o111 ten1ptatio11, 
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and at leisure to attend in)r 0\\'11 impro\rcme11t. God co11
ti11ues to \'\1ork by 1ne, l)ut 11ot in i11e, tl1at I ca11 perceive. 
Do 11c>t rcrko11 upo11 111e, tll)r brotl1cr, i11 tl1e \vork God is 
doi11g: for I ca1111ot CXJ)f'Ct 1-Ic should long emplO)' one , ..vho 
is ever longing and mw·1nuri11g to lJe discharged. 

Like all 11et11odist 1)rcacl1crs, he \Vas ofte11 called on 
to proclai111 tl1c 1nessagc of salvatio11 i11 stra11ge IJlaces. 
In tl1i he regarded hi111self as '\'J1itefield's disciple, 
,,·riting of JJre<1cl1ing 'fi·o1n George \i\'11itefield's J)UlJJit, 
t11e \1vall'. Lo) al Ch11rcl1111a11 tl1at he '"'as, J1c rel)el1ed 
agai11st tl1is u11ortl1odc>x }Jrocedure evc11 more tl1an did 
11is lJrotl1cr J01111, a11d C\'C11 J1ad scru1Jles about 1)reacJ1ing 
i11 the I-Iugucnot Chapel at S1)italfields. Se\'eral times 11e 
debated ,,·I1etl1cr lie sl1ould escape b)' 1Jecoming a parisl1 
1)ricst. 'Vl1e11 tl1is question arose i11 1 740, he ,,·rote to 
J01111 for ad,·ice: 

1-Ieard tl1at a C[l1urcl1] livi11g \Vas \raca11t, \vhicl1 probal)ly 
I inight 11a\1e tl1e refusal of -or rather '' l1ich I inigl1t be 
refused. IIad a sudde11 t11ougl1t '"1l1ether I ougl1t not to 
lle refused it! to dc1no11stratc- it is 110 fat11t of 111i11e that I do 
11ot preacl1 \Vithin stone 'valls. B[ rot11erJ !\1[axfield ], l)efc>rc 
I comn1u11icatcd m) thougl1ts, 11ad had t11c vcr)· sa111e, and 
l1i111self fi1 st n1entioned then1 to ine. !11 all probalJilit) i1eitl1er 
,,·ill tl1e canc>ns pre e11t 111e, 11or tl1e l)isho1) gi,·e inc i11stitution 
and i11ductio11. Sl1ould I 11ot fc>r tl1is ver)· reaso11 offer ITI)'Self, 
that tl1e) may be '"'i tl1out exct1se? \\1l1at tl1e livi11g is, or 
,,,here, I k110\v i1ot, I care i1ot. Cc>m1nc11d tl1e i11attcr to 
God, ai1d sc-nd me ) our advice. 

Tl1e li\·i11g did not materialize, a11d }1c conti11ucd to 
preacl1 in tl1c OJ)C11 air, thot1gl1 '" itl1 lc:ss relucta11ce. At 
}ll) n1ou tl1, fi>r i11sta11ce, in June I 746: 
Tl1ey desired me ... tc> y)reacl1 i11 their societ)-house. I rather 
chose tl1c st1 cet, 11, 'i11g se11t to tl1e mi11i tcr to de5ire tl1e use 
ofl1is cl1t1rch, '"l1icl1 lie ci,illy refused. A co11fused 1nultitude 
,.vcre g<>t tc>gether, <111d tolerabl) quiet, '" 11ile I sl1c>'" ed the111 
tl1e 11cce sit)· c>f 1erJentance ai1d co11\e1sic>n. ()11e lJlo\v 
I recei\ eel 011 ITI\! l1ead '" itl1 a tone, fc>r '' l1icl1 In)' zealous 
fi·iends tl1e 11101) '" e1 e read)· to tear tl1e poc>r 1nan i11 pieces. 
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11a11y \Vere co111e to l1ear inc in 11opes of my opposing !\1r. 
\'\7h [ i tefiel ]d, but '''ere 11ot a little disappoi11ted at Ill)' con
firmi11g 11is sa)·ing, a11d l)rir1gi11g 11011e other doctrine tl1a11 
sal\1atio11 l)y grace t11rougl1 faitl1 in Jesus. I gave 11otice of 
nl)' inte11tio11 to preacl1 11ext eve11iI1g i11 t11e sa111e field 
'''here tl1at faitl1ful i11i11ister of Cl1rist, Ill)' lJeloved brother 
G. 'Vl1[iteficl ]d, had first sl10\vcd tl1c1n tl1e \¥a)1 of sal\1atio11. 

As ca11 be sce11, C~l1arlcs \!\'cslC)' did not esca1)c 11is sl1are 
of })Crsccution. Tor did 11c fli11cl1 fro1n it. 111 fact it 
seemed to fire l1i111 to greater e11tl1usia m. 011 tl1is san1e 
\risit to l)l\·111outl1 tl1e ralJlJle ,,·J1icl1 c11dea\roured to lJreak 

.I 

Uj) J1is 1neeti11g, a11d tl1us dri\1e l1i1n a\'\1ay i11 terror, 
acl1ie\red exactly tl1c <>j)})<>si tc: 

I tl1en ga\1e 11otice tl1at I should IlOt depart Oil tl1c n1orro\v 
as I proposed, but sta)' a fe''' da) s \·vitl1 tl1ein, seeing the 
E11e1ll)' ,,vas so i1larmed; a11d \\1arncd tl1e opposers i1ot to l)e 
too ,·iole11t, lest I sl1ould sta)· t<> li\·c a11d die '" itl1 t11cm. 

Perl1aps one of t11e strangest rcactio11s to pl1)1sical 'iolc11ce 
e\1er recorded is to be fou11d in 11is letter dcsrribi11g a11 

i11ter\riC\\ '''itl1 He11r) Se\\ ard i11 l\1arc11 1740: 

'Rogue, rascal, \illai11, pickpc>ckct,' \Vere all the titles l1e could 
afford me. Ile ack11(>\\ ledged l1is })t1tti11g tl1c pistols i11to l1is 
pocket, onl)1 to frigl1te11 111c, lie said, but 110\v !1c justified it, 
and insisted I ougl1t to lJe sl1c>t throt1gl1 tl1e l1cad ... [I said 
thatJ it 111ight so111eti111es l>e ''ell tc> a11 \Ver a fool acco1 di11g 
to l1is foll)'· llenr;' started up, and 111ost coura~eously j1ulled rne b)' 
the 11ose. i T11e cric of 1rs. S [ C\vard J stop1)cd a11)' f urtl1er ..L 

'~ole11ce. I \\·as i1111ncdiatcly filled \\ itl1 i11ex11ressible com
fort; sat still, a11d felt tl1e 11a11d of Gc>d upc>11 ine; l1ad 11ot tl1e 
least temptatior1 to a11ger or fear; said '' itl1 perfect cal11111ess 
to l\irs. S [ e\\'ard ], 'Be i1ot disquieted, 1nada111, UJ)On Ill)' 
account; I ha\1e lea111ed to tur11 tl1e otl1cr cl1eek'; opened 
a l.,esta111e11t UJ)OI1 those '"'<>rtls 'Jesus \\'CJ)t', and 1Jroke out 
\¥itl1 B[rotl1erJ l\1[axfield?J into 'llraise God fi·oxn \\'ho111 all 
l)lcssi11gs flow!' 

111 spite of l1is reserve, Cl1arle \\'csIC)' \\'as a born 
preacl1er. It is a sigrufica11t fact tl1at t11c n1ost frcquc11tly 

1 .. ot horth, nd, but underlin<"d in t11e original. Se 11 >t , p. 6. 
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publisl1ed ~1etl1odist pampl1let \·vas a sermon IJ)' Charles 
'!\Teslc)7-Au,iake, tlzo1i tl1at sleepest. 011e of his greatest 
tl1rills, a11d greatest ten1ptatio11s, \\'as t11at of feeling a 
J1uge crO\\ d rCSJ)Onding to l1is O\v11 emotion , as at 
Ru11\\'ick i11 August I 739: 
Tl1e 1ni11ister l1ere lent me l1is 1)ulpit. I stood at t11e \vi11do\V 
('"'l1icl1 \Vas takc11 dO\\TJ1), a11d tur11ed to tl1e larger co11grega
tio11 of above t\vo thousand i11 the cl1t1rch)1ard. Tl1e)' 
appeared greed)' to hear, while I testified <God so lo\red the 
'"'orld, tl1at 1Ie ga\'C His onl)1-l)egotte11 So11., ... 

I i1 tl1c afternoo11 ... tl1e cl1urcl1 \·vas full as it could cro\vd. 
'I"housa11ds stood i11 t11e cl1urchyerd. It \\ras the i11ost beautiful 
sight I C\1er f)el1eld. 1.,he people filled the graduall)' rising 
area, \vhicl1 '"'as shut up 011 tl1ree sides }))' a \1ast perpe11dicular 
hill. On the top a11d bottom of tl1is 11ill \Vas a circular ro\v 
of trees. In tl1is amphitheatre tl1ey stood, deepl)' attenti\•e, 
\vhile I called upon then1 in Cl1rist's '"'ords, 'Come u11to I\1e, 
all tl1at are '"'ear)' '. The tears of mail)' testified that t11e)' 
'''ere ready to enter into tl1at rest. God e11alJled 111e to lift 
UJ> Ill)' voice like a trumpet, so tl1at all disti11ctl)' l1eard me. 
I co11cludcd \vitl1 singing an i11,,.itatio11 to si1111crs. 

\"le are re111i11ded b)' tl1e last se11te11ce th<1t 11e 11ad a fine 
\'Oice for si11gi11g, as \vell as for 1)reacl1ing. It is good to 
tl1ink of l1i111 u11derli11ing 11is C\'a11gelical ap1Jcal by the 
si11gi11g of }us 0\\1n \ 1erses-'O let me con1me11d my 
Sa,riour to )'OU'; 'O all that pass lJ)', to Jesus dra\\' near'; 
or ''"'lould Jesus ha\re tl1e sin11er die?' 

U11like l1is cal1rtly reaso11ing lJrotJ1er, Charles \\as often 
carried a\\ ay b)' J1is emotio11s. Yet l1e also looked askance 
at tl1e cruder emotio11al outbursts so con1111011 to religious 
re,Ti\raJs. AlJout the 1)l1eno1ne11a at Bristol in I 740 he 
''rote to l1is brotl1er: 

1.,l1e i1oises and outcries here are over. I l1a\1c not spoken 
one \vord against them, nor t\\ro about tl1cm. 1"'he Devil 
gro'' s sulle11 a11d duml), lJecause '"'C take 110 i1oticc of l1im. 

The 'el1en1ence a11d le11gtl1 of Cl1arles \A..'esle) 's J)reacl1ing 
frcc1t1c11tl) i)rO\ ed too muc11 of a ta for l1is fi11e 'oicc. 
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I11 l1is early days 11is ser111ons 011 occasio11 lasted as lo11g 
as t\'\10 l1ours. E\'CI1 as late as I 764. l1e '"'rote: 
~1)· subject at Spitalfields-'1.,l1e eter11al God is tll)' refuge, 

• 

and undcr11eatl1 a1 e tl1c c\rerlasti11g arn1s'. . . . l~ro111 11e11ce 
I strongl)r prcacl1ed tl1c great sal\1,1tion. . . . It should seem 
I spoke as tl1e oracles of God, b)1 the al>u11da11t tcsti111011y 
lfe ga\'C to tl1e '''ord of His grace. I~"or 11ear a11 11our he 
ope11ed lny 111c>t1th to declare tl1e Ill)'StCr) of tl1e gospel, so 
as I 11ave scldo111 spc>kcn. A tl1ousa11d l1earers, I belie,,e, 
\·vould l1ave ve11turcd tl1eir lives 011 tl1c trutl1 of i11y report.... 

I 11a\'C l)la111cd ~1r. \ 1e11n for 11is lo11g ser111011, a11d ~1t tl1e 
I~ou11der)' I preached 011e of near a11 l1our a11d ai1 l1alf lo11g 
to abo\1e fi, e tl1ousand liste11ing souls. (Jt'ive or six hu11drcd 
1norc it is supposed t<> 11old since- tl1e ~tlteratio11s.) ~1)' subject 
,,vas 'He>, C\'ery 011c that tl1irstetl1, ro1ne )'e to the '"'a ters'. 
I '''as Jnuch dra\v11 ot1t, )'OU 111a)1 suppose, })y Ill)' keepi11g 
the J)Cople so lo11g. "'c' ( r '"as I a sisted 1nore. Gi,rc God 
tl1e glor)r. 

1.,11roughout his life Cl1arles \i\Tcsle) 's ])reac11ir1g \Vas 
J)racticall)' co11fi11ed to tl1e ce11 tr~1l tru t11s of tl1e gospel of 
redemptio11. E' c11 after tl1e close of l1is jour11al J)fOJJer 
tl1e miniature jc>ur11<1I~ '~ l1ich l1e \vrotc i11 letters to his 
'"·ifc a bou11ded '" i tl1 details sucl1 as tl1esc: 
011 Su11da)' in) subject \'\'as I ai. 61. I, '1"'11e Spirit of the 

Lord God is \111011 1ne, &c.' He ga,·e testi111011y to tl1e \vord. 


I })reached 011 Ii"rida) fro111 Ro1n. 5. 1o, 'If \\1l1ilc \Ve \Vere 
e11en1ies &c.' Te\1cr ''itl1 greater e11large111c11t. 

Age 1nadc a diftere11ce, tl1ougl1 C\1e11 \l\1l1e11 11eari11g eigl1t)' 
l1c could '"yri te: 

?\1011da)1 , Aug. 8, I 785... . 
1)· subject) esterda)' \\'as 'God 1Je merciful to 111e a sin11cr.' .. . 

\\'ed11. ~1orn. . . . \\1l1erever I go, I hear of tl1e 1Jlessi11gs 
recei\1ed [on] Su11da)'· It \·vas or1e of the old gospel-da)'S.... 
[Tl1ursda)'.] Jlreacl1cd at 11igl1t, 'Be )'C also read)1'-a11 old 
Methodist ser111011. 

CI1arles \\1cslc)' l1ad a fe\\' £-ivourite scrr11011s, and even 
to) ed \vitl1 lie idea, urged 011 11i111 1))' l1is friends, of 
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1)ri11ti11g t11en1. He '"'as a great 1Jelie\1er i11 SJJ011taneit)', 
110\\ e\·cr, so tl1at 11is ma11uscri1)t sermo11s \Vere com
])<1rativcly fc\v .1 Good Churcl11na11 thougl1 11e \!\as, lie 
'''as co11ti11ually discardi11g ]1is Boole of Co1nmo1z PraJ1er a11d 
1)ra)i11g extcn11)orc~1)ra)·i11g 'after God' as l1e called it. 
l-Iis J)reacl1i11g JJartook of tl1e sa111e cl1aractcr. It '''as i11 
Octol)er I 738 tl1at l1e l1ad first \1enturcd to JJreac]1 
extc1111Jore, i11 St. A11tl1oli11's Cl1urcl1, Bristol, '' l1e11 l1e 
's1)okc on justificatio11, fron1 Ro111a11s iii, for t11rcc quarters 
of a11 l1our '' itl1out l1esitatio11'. T11c metl1od V\'l1icl1 lie 
sce1ns to 11a\'C }Jrcfcrred i11 t11ese earl)' da)'S '''as not to 
J)rcpare atl)' scr111011 at all, but simJJl)' to lea,·e t11c matter 
to tl1c i11spira tio11 of tl1e n10111e11t. T11us 11e ''rote to l1is 
brother Jo11n i11 lfarcl1 I 740: 

I \\'as greatl71 distracted l>y a11 u11usual u1111eccssar)' pre
111edi t£1ti11g '"·l1at to preacl1 upo11. 1\1)' late discourses }1ad 
'"'orkcd differe11t effects. Some '"'ere \vou11ded, some l1ardr11ed 
a11d sca11dalized alJove ineasure. I l1ear of no 11euters. l'he 
\\

1ord l1as tur11ed the111 upside do'" 11. I11 the pul1)it, I ope11ed 
tl1e book a11d fc>und the place '"·11cre it '":as '"'rittc11, '1'l1e 
Spirit of tl1e Lc>rd is upon me, lJecause He l1atl1 a11ointed 
111c to preacl1 tl1c gospel to tl1e J)Oor, &c.' I CXJ)lained our 
Lord's 1)rophetic office, a11d dcscril)ed tl1e pcrso11s (>11 \\·hon1 
alone He could 1)erform it. I fou11d as did otl1ers that 
He O\v11ed ine. 

Tl1roughout 11is ]jfc Cl1arlcs '"'cslC)' kept U}) tl1c ]Jractice 
of 01Jc11i11g }1is Bible ai1d readi11g t11e first sc11 te11rc '"'J1icl1 
))re e11ted itself as God's incssage either fc,r J1is 0\'\·11 
1)~rso11al problen1 or, at least occasionall)-, for tl1e needs 
of a \\ aiti11g co11grcgatio11. '"'e rc1nember, of course, 
tJ1at i11 l1is case tl1is t) }JC of sern1on JJre1Jaratio11 '"as not 
as dc:t11gerous as it '" ould be for most people, for 11e k11e\V 
tl1c Srri1)turcs as fe\v 11a\'C do11c, ai1d at '' l1ate\ er page 
11e C>J)ened }1c \vas almost ccrtai11 to fi11d l1i1nself 011 

1 130 ennon and outlinec; are pre ervtXI in the Coln1an (!oJiection at 
th • lethodist Book Roon1. 
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familiar grou11d. E\rc11 inorc t11a11 11is IJrotl1er J01111 11e 

' 'as a n1a11 of 011c book-tl1c Bible. fiis 11)r1n11s co11tain 

remi11isccnccs of cri1)turc i11 aln1ost C\1cry li11e. So it is 
,,·ith 111a11) of 11i letters, CSJ)Cciall) t110 e of cxl1ortatio11, 
\\J1icl1 aflord us clear cxainplcs of his Bil)le-saturatcd 
J)reac11ing st) le. I Icrc is 011c cl1osc11 at ra11do1n: 

1 Te\\·castle, Dec. 1 I, 1746. 

'Tl1is is the \ 7icto1) tl1at 0\7Crcomet11 tl1e \Vorld, even c>w· 
faith'; and I shall l1ear 111)' dear fi·ie11d Black\\ ell say, 'TJ1a11ks 
l)e to God, \\ 110 gi\ etl1 1ne tl1e 'ictor) througl1 111) Lord Jesus 
Cl1rist ·. . . . ( a1111(>t ) ou l1ear Hi1n sa)' t11is mome'11t, 
'Zaccl1eus, make l1aste a11d cc>1ne do\'\'Il; for to-da)' I 111ust 
al)ide at tl1) l1ousc?' 0 recei\'C, recei\ e J-Iim gladl)', '' l1ile 
He comes to lJe gu st \vitl1 a i11a11 tl1at is a si1111er! You are 
11ot i11dced \\ ortll) tl1at I le sl1<>uld co111e u11der ) our i <>of; 
11either can ) ot1 C\iCI })fCJlare ) c>ur O\'\ 11 l1ea1 t to adn1it I-Iin1. 
All ) ou ca11 do is, 11ot to 11i11dc1 ; 11ot to keep 1Ii111 out, lJ)' 

\villi11gl) 11arl)ou1 i11g a11) of II is e11e111ies, uch as '' 01 Idl)', 
proud, or a11gi) thougl1t or de ig11s. . . . His '" 01 k is before 
Him. E\1er)' valle) sl1all })e exalted, (all tl1e al>jcctness of 
)'Our u11belie\ ing heart, a11d 'er)· 111ou11tai11 a11d 11ill 1nade 
]o,,r, (all tl1e haugl1ti11ess at1d })ride <>f) our S})irit,) a11d tl1e 
crooked shall be 111,tde st1 aigl1t, ()our crooked, per\ e1 sc ''ill,) 
and tl1e rougl1 Jllace pl,1i11, () <>ur 1ugged, t111e\ e11 temper,) 
a11d tlzen tl1e glor) of tl1c I"ord sl1all }Jc re\ ealed, a11d \\'C all 
shall see it togetl1e1 ; for tl1e 111outl1 of tl1e Loi d 11atl1 s1Joke11 it. 

The detailed v.rorki11g out of Bil)lical allcgor) see111s to 
ha\re been a pron1incnt feature of Cl1arles \\'esley's preacl1
ing, l1is })Oetic iinagination tl1us colouri11g J1is sern1011s. 
T11is is illustrated b)' a letter describing a sermo11 011 011e 
of l1is fa\1ourite subjects: 

read prayers, and preacl1ed tl1e pure Gospel fro111 tl1e Good 

a1naritan. urel) He '"as i11 the midst of us, pouri11g i11 His 

oil. . ome see1ned ready for Hi1n; and it can11ot 1Je long 
})efore He binds up tl1eir '''ound , and bri11gs the111 into His 
i1111, at1d t akes care of then1. He ga\ e 111011ey to 111e the 11ost 
that I too migl1t take care of His }Jatie11ts. I ''as great]), 
concerned for their recover)'· 

I 
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CJ1arles \1\'e le) ·s neglect of acti\1c })reparation for 
1)reacl1i11g is ai1 example of t11at exaggerated distrust of 
11u111a11 effort i11to ,,·hicl1 tl1osc \vl10 ha\'e tl1ro\vn t11em
sel\1Cs utterl)' 011 God s i·esources l1ave so1nctin1es been 
l)etra)1ed. l~or a ti1ne at least 11e \·\.ras i11 da11ger of for
saki11g all acti\1e religion, a11d succun1bi11g to the appeal 
of 'still11ess'-tl1e co1nplete rent111ciatio11 of 11uman effort 
alo11g tl1e j)atl1\·vay to sal\1atio11, ai1d the de11ial of a11y 
real \1a1t1e i11 tl1e so-called inea11s of grace. 1"'11c )'ear 
I 740 found 1na11)' l\1ethodists i11 gra\1e spi1·itual danger 
fi·on1 t11e J1a11d~ul of 11ora\1ia11s \\'110 insisted on sucl1 an 
approac}1 to rcligio11. At first (~}1arles \\as fir1nl)· '" itl1 
l1is brother agai11st this teacl1i11g, his stro11g \riC\'\'S finding 
t11cir vvay i11to l1is sern1011s despite 11is resolutio11s to the 
co11trar)'· On Easter Da)' 11e J)reac}1cd at tl1c l;-ou11dery, 
Lo11do11, se11di11g tl1e follo\ving report to Jol1n: 

I stro11gl)' preacl1ed Christ and tl1e po'' er of His resurrectio11 
fro1n J>}1il. iii. g, 1o. 1)' i11te11tio11 '''as not to 1ne11tio11 one 
\\'c>rd of the controverted points till I had spoke11 \-vith each 
of tl1ose \vl10 11ad troul)led Christ's little 011es. But God 
ordered it l)etter. He led me, I kno\v 11ot 110\v, i11 ipsam 
acien1 et certamen. 1 Ho\v or \\ 11ere it came i11 I ca1111ot 
conceive, l)ut ffi)' 1nouth \\1as ope11ed, ar1d tl1c SJ)irit gave 1ne 
utterance as I 11ever before experienced. I asked, '\!\ 110 l1atl1 
f)e\\·itcl1ed )·ou tl1at )'OU should let go )'Our Sa\ ic>ur? that )'OU 
sl1ould cast a\vay )'Our shield a11d )'Our co11fide11cc, a11d den)' 
)'OU ever ki1e\v l-Ii111?' Son1e\\ }1at like tl1is (I do11 't ,,·ell kno\v 
\\'hat) I said, a11d tl1ere follo\\'ed sucl1 a burst of sc>rro\v as 
you 11e\1er sa\v. Brotl1er l\1axfield 11as the full stro11g ,,·it11ess 
in l1imself. 1ear 011e tl1ousa11d, l1e sa) s, ''ere melted 
i11to tears. 

Duri11g tl1e follo\vi11g ,,,inter, 110\'\·ever, 11e became more 
a11d more enamoured of tl1e j)rOSJ)CCt of retjrement from 
tl1e \\ orld amongst tl1e f\1ora\rians, and 011 28tl1 February 
I 7 4 I \Vrote to 11is brotl1e1 : 

1 A rough traiislation is: 'into the very front line of battle'. 
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Perl1aps )rou 1na)· see 111e i1ext 'veek in B[ristol]: but speak 
not of it, for 'tis onl)r a perl1aps-perl1aps I inay go \·vith 
B[ol1lcr] to G [cr1na1l)'?]. 

If )'OU are sl1ortly left alone, take 11otice l)eforeha11d that 
I do 11ot de1)art lJ)' reason of any alteratio11 of my judgme11t 
(much less affcctio11), but n1erel)' tl1rougl1 'veakness botl1 of 
soul a11d lJody. I '"'isl1 you good luck i11tl1e11ame of tl1e Lord. 
:rv1ay His j)leasure cllld \\'Ork prosper i11 )'OUr }1a11d. 

To tl1c end c>f l1js life Cl1arles remai11cd i11 closer S)'In

])atl1)' \vjtl1 t11c !\1ora\ria11s t11a11 did l1is 1Jrot11er, a11d 
conti11ucd to discuss tl1e possilJilities of reu11ion \·•litl1 
t11e1n. Tl1eir i11flucnce over 11in1 at t11is period \vaned, 
110\\'C\rer, '" l1e11 11c fou11d J1i1nself in tl1c tJ1ick of a tl1eo
logical co11tro\ crs) \\ itl1 11is former coinradc, George 
'"'l1itcfield. llesolutcl)· lie took J1is sta11d \\1itl1 Jol111 
'i\'esley agai11st \~~11itcficld's Cal\1i11is111, '"'riti11g 011 16tJ1 
l\1arcl1 1 741: 

11on. 
Dear Brother, I 

By tl1e ti111e tl1is reacl1es Bristol, I SUJ)J)OSe ) ou \viii be at 
London; but if) <>t1 sl1ould 11ot lJe set out, tl1is is to sum111on 
)'OU hitl1er in1mediatel)·· 

George J1'hite.field, ;·ou lcnoit1, is corne. 2 J1'is fair '' ords are i1ot 
to be trusted to; for l1is acti()JlS sl10'"' 111ost u11frie11dly. An 
ans,,rer to )·our ser111011 l1e just put i11to ITI)7 l1a11ds. 'J'}1e title 
'''as enough. I e11d(>rsed it 'Put up agai11 tll) S\\rord i11to its 
place', a11d deferred readi11g, till it is i11 1)ri11t.... 

1..,u. 1or11. 
G. '"'. ca111e i11to the desk, ,,,}1ile I '''as sl10,vi11g tl1e })elie\rer ·s 

privilege, i.e. po' er O\'Cr si11. After speaki11g sometl1ing, 
I desired 11in1 to 1)reach. IIe did-predestinatio11, per
se\'era11ce, a11d t11e necessit)' of sin11i11g. Aftcr,vards I 1nildl)' 
expostulated ,,·itl1 J1i111, asking if he \·vould con1111cnd me for 
preachi11g tl1e OJ)J)OSite doctri11es i11 11is ()rpl1a11-J1ouse, 1)ro
testir1g against the j)Ul)lisl1i11g 11is ans\\'Cr to )'OU, ar1d labow·i11g 
for peace to tl1e utmost of Dl)' po'"'er. 

l Charle \'\'esle\ u uallv commenced his letters to John \vi th t11e short
l1and chara t 1 • 'l)r 13'. 

2 Trariscr1 >ed fro1n the shorthand. See note, p. 6. 
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I-Iis O\\ i1 SJ)iritual tur1noil '"'as 11ot quite forgotten, 
]10\1\ C\'CT: 

I a1n 1nar\1ellousl)1 unco11cer11ed at tl1e prospect of tl1e storm 
a11d distractic>11 tl1at 111ust surely follO\\T. ~1)1 soul is othervvise 
take11 UJ) ••• r an1 Struggling i11 t}1c toils of deat}1: 

\1\ ho sl1all tell me if tl1e su·ife• 
In Hea\re11 or Hell shall e11d? 

Soo11 tl1is period of distress '"'as O\'er, a11d Cl1arles 
'""''esle)' \vas 011ce n1ore 1)rcacl1ing up a11d dO\'\'Jl tl1e 
E11glisl1 cou11tr)1side, a11d especially i11 the great centre 
of J)Opulatio11. U11dermi11ed b)' l1is early pri\1atio11s a11d 
sufferi11gs, 11is 11ealtl1 gradual])' ga\1e '"'a)' under t11e 
pli)·sical strain of tl1is l1ea\')' routi11e, tl1ougl1 11e bra\1el)' 
attcn1ptcd to sl1ouldcr the burde11 to t11e end. In ~1arcl1 
I 77 1 11e '"rrote fro1n Lo11do11: 

011 Sunday at nine \Vord \Vas brougl1t n1e tl1at 1v:1r. Ricl1ardson 
l1ad l1ad a seco11d fit a11d could 11ot assist me. I ,,·as forced 
t11crcfore to go through t11e \vhole service, sern1on, a11d 
Sacra111e11t to fi.\1e l1u11dred, alo11e. Had scarce ti111e to di11c 
l)efore I \\'as called to repeat the same. 111 preacl1ing, ever)' 
'" c>rd \\ c11t to 111y }1eart, l)ut I did 11ot full)' feel ID)7 fatigue 
till aftcr\vards-\vas full of stitcl1es and pains all nigl1t. ~1)1 

old pai11 is retur11ed, and see1ns fixed in Ill)' breast. I }1c>pe it 
'"·ill be dislodged l)y Sunda)'· Till tl1e11 I lie b)1

• 

I tl1ought of G. \'\'l1itefield's last ser111011 oft'\ o ]1ours, and 
sl1ould not repe11t of u11da)1 , if it fi11ished Ill)'\\ ork. HO\\ ever, 
I sl1all 11ever more atte1npt so muc}1 at a time. 

),.ct i11 t11e sumn1er of 1 787, '"·l1e11 l1e '"·as nearing cight)y, 
l1c still 1na11aged to 1)reacl1 t\'\1ice eacl1 Su11da)'· 

To pl1) sical \'\1eak11ess, te1npcrame11tal sl1ri11lci11g a11d 
de1)res ion, misunderstanding and persecution, '"ere 
added, of course, tl1e difficulties of tra\ el. 1"'11e life of a11 
iti11cra11t 1)reacl1er i11 the eig11tee11th ce11tur) ,,·as a 11a1·d 
011e ir1decd, a 11i11t of \'\1l1icl1 \Ve see i11 a letter \\1ritte11 
froin Gloucester in August 1739: 

By ten last 11igl1t the Lord brougl1t us 11ither tl1rough n1any 
da11gers and difficulties. !11 111ou11ting, I fell O\ er Dl) l1orse, 
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and sprai11ed my l1a11d. Riding in tl1e dark, I bruised ffi)" 
foot. \t...'e lost our \\1a)' as often as \VC could. 1·,,,o horses \Ve 
l1ad l)et\\1een tl1ree. 

Even son1e of tl1e n1ai11 roads 'verc the11 Ii ttlc n1ore t11an 
cart tracks, and co11ditio11s on t11e cross roads passed 
imaginatio11-,·vl1eel-dee1) ,,vitl1 mire in \·vet \·veatl1er, i11 
the dr)' seaso11 a successio11 of ruts a11d J)i tfalls for tl1e 
u11\1var)1 tra\1ellcr. Under sucl1 co11ditio11s, the additio11al 
11azards of stor1ns a11d l1igl1\'\1ayme11 1nadc a 1011e jour11e)' 
alo11g deserted roads a real adve11ture, calli11g for great 
courage a11d re olutio11. Tl1ere is a '"'orld of 1nea11ing for 
tl1e S) 1111)atl1ctic reader i11 a sim1)lc se11te11ce sucl1 as tl1is: 

1"'he roads <1re full of rai11 ai1d robl)ers. If) horse could 
scarce kee1) l1is legs, or I tl1e saddle, i11 con1i11g l1itl1er. 
It •)lC\V ai1 l1urrica11e. 

On tl1is \Cl)' occa io11, h0\'\1e\rer, Charles \\'csle) 111anaged 
to laugl1at11i troubles, sa)i11g ''\'C l1ad <>111) 011c sl10\ver 
-but it lasted fi·on1 n1or11i11g to 11igl1t'. Tor '"'as 11c 011e 
to take tl1e easy patl1. TI1is is re\1calcd i11 a letter of I 7 49: 
Before fi\'C tl1is mor11i11g I took horse for Sl1oreha111, tl1ougl1 
the waters \·vcre out still, and l1igl1er tl1a11 \·vl1en I 1)assed 
the111 last, ai1d I sl1ould l1ave tl1en1 tc> pass i11 the dark. . . . 
I soo11 reacl1ed Sl1orel1a111, l1avi11g go11e a little out of Ill)' '"'ay 
to a\1oid danger (tl1e first ti1ne that I re1ne111ber) b)' tl1e 
ad\1ice of tl1e tur11pike inan. 

It is 011ly i11 t11e ligl1t of co11te1nporar)1 co11ditio11s of 
tra\ elli11g that '"ie ca11 appreciate tl1e tren1e11dous labours 
of tl1at 1)r.ince of iti11era11ts, J01111 \~TcslC)'· Tor '''as l1is 
brotl1er Cl1arles far behi11d, at least duri11g t11c first l1alf 
of 11is fift)' years as a ~1et11odist 1)reacl1e1·. For 11early 
a decade 11is labours \\1ere co11fi11cd to E11gland. But the 
l1eadi11gs of J1is letters rc\1eal tl1e \\1ide cxte11t of his 
jour11e) s. Tl1e n1ere 11a11dful presen1ed for tl1c year I 746, 
for i11sta11cc, \Vere addressed fro1n 1)laces as far ai)art as 
Londo11, Bristol, St. I \1es, Plymoutl1, a11d 1e\\ castle. T11e 
folio'" i11g ) ear a JlC\V 11ame '''as to })e added-Dubli11. 

D 
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DU13LI T'S l~AIR CITY 


TI-IE re1)ercussio11s of t11e planting of 1\1etl1odis111 i11 
Irela11d }1a\'e been far n1ore in1porta11t tJ1an could ha\1e 
bec11 realized at the time. Apart from t11e i11fluc11ce 011 
lrela11d it~clf, tl1e i11flux of ''irile Irisl1 l)lood i11to Ei1glish 
l\1etl1odi~m J1as l)een note\\1ortl1)', from tl1e da) s of tl1at 
co11\7 ertcd Roma11 Catl1olic 1"'110111as 'i\'alsl1 and of Adam 
Clarke, d0\!\111 to our 0\\1n tin1es. Most importa11t of all, 
l10V\1C\1er, l1as bcc11 t11e co11tribution to \vorld ~1etl1odism 
through tl1e strea1n of emigra11ts '''ho carried t11eir 
~1ethodist experie11ce alo11g ''rith them as tl1eir most 
treasured j)Ossession. 1\C\\rfoundland, Ca11ada, t11e '''est 
I11dics, a11d n1orc JJarticularly tl1e U11ited States of 
America, \Vere e\'a11gclized by Irish JJio11eers. 'i\'l1e11, 
t11creforc, Jol111 '''cslC)' stepped ashore at Dublin on gtl1 
August 1747, 011 the first of l1is t\\1e11ty-one le11gtl1)1 \risits, 
J1e ,,·as ir1augurati11g a ne\v era. But tl1e influcr1ce of his 
brother Cl1arles i11 tl1e formative ope11i11g J)Criod must 
not be 0\1erlooked. 

Realizing tl1at J1e l1imselfcould i1ot re111ain long cnougl1 
to see t11e Dul)li11 l\{etl1odists securely settled, J01111 \i\'esley 
se11t t\\10 urge11t messages to J1is brotl1er. On gth Sept
en1ber 1747 Cl1arles arri,?ed i11 Dubli11, to fi11d tl1c en1br)'O 
society al1nost shattered b)' J)Crsecutio11. Ile '''as soo11 i11 
tl1e tl1ick of the fray. A fe'" da)'S later l1e \Vrotc to his 
l)anker frie11d Ebe11ezer Black\\1ell, enclosi11g tl1c foolscap 
pages of his journ~tl, \\1hicl1 si11ce lus Georgia da)'S had 
accompa11icd letters to l1is frie11ds: 

Dublin, Sept. 1 7. 
l)EAR S1R, 

Can )'C>t1 stand safe 011 shore, and see us i11 the sl1ip, tossed 
\vitl1 tc1111)est, a11d not pit)' us? Let )'Our co1npassion put ) ou 
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to co11stant pra)rer for tl1c little persecuted flock i11 this place. 
\A./e li\e literally lJ)r (tl1c pra)·er of) faitl1. 1"'11cjour11al contai11s 
a fe,\1 particulars. Please to let my l)rotl1cr l1a\ e it ,,·he11 read. 

Here arc \'CT) mat1)' \Vho lo11g t<> l1ear tl1e \\rc>rd l)ut are 
kept a'' a) l>) fear. either is tl1eir fear grc>undless, for unless 
tl1e jur)' fi11d tl1c f)ill agai11st tl1e rioters 1nu1 der there \vill 
surel)r lJe: a11d if it l>egi11, it \·viii 11ot end, \\itl1 us. 

I ca1111ot repe11t of 111) co111i11g l1itl1er in sucl1 a dangerous 
seasc>11; i1or a1n I anxious al)out tl1e court. ']'l1e l1ai1 s of my 
11ead are all i1un1l)ered, a11d if JTI)' 11aster 11as 111orc '''ork for 
n1e, I shall certain!) li\ e to do it. 

On tl1e san1c da) J1e sc11t a letter C\1c11 1nore full <>f fore
bodi11g-tl1is ti111c to Sall) G\\) 1111c, tl1c tl1ird daug11tcr 
of l\lfarinadukc c,\) 1111e, a ,~,elsl1 111agistratc co11\ erted to 
~1etl1odis111 })) tl1e JJreachi11g of JIcl\\ ell Harris. It is 11is 
first exta11t letter ( u11fortu11atel) defecti\ c) to tl1c 011c \·vl10 
\\7aS sl1ortl)' to beco111e l1is lJridc. Sl1e \'\cl 11cari11g l1er 
t\'\1ent)1-first birtl1da)': J1e '''as a]111ost fc,rt}: 

I shall prc>b<11Jl)' sec )OU soo11er tl1an I ex1)ected i11 G[artl1]. 
God is still able tc> deliver Hisser\ ants <>tit c>f tl1e(ir troul)le?). 
Tl1at He can, I k110,v: that Heu.ill, is l1id fro111 (111e. J>erl1aps 
it \vould?) lJe }Jest tl1at ID)' useless \va1 fc_1re sl1c>uld e11d 11ere. 
(I go dail)1?) tl1rougl1 tl1i city amidst tl1 curses a11d tl1reate11
ings (of fierce a11d m,t?)11y e11emics. r1•11,1t li11c is co11ti11uall)' 
(i11 ID)' thougl1ts:?) 

'1"'ake the sad life, \Vl1icl1 I l1a\•e 1011g disda(i11ed &c.' 


\\'he?)tl1er I carry it a fe\\ da) s 1011ger, or nO\\' la)r do,vn 111)1 

bw·de11, my spirit rejoices i11 sw·e a11d stedfast 11ope of 111eeting 
)rou '"here the \·vickcd cease fi·o1n tl·oubli11g, '" l1e1 e tl1e ,,·ear) 
are at rest! 

T11e tide tur11ed. On I otl1 OctolJcr l1e ''rote to 
Black\'\1ell: 

At i11y first con1i11g here, I inay trul)' sa)1 , ' "'o lna11 stood 
\Vith i11e; 11ot\\'itl1sta11ding, tl1e 1...ord stood \\ith me.' \l\'e 
\·vere so persecuted, tl1at no 011c i11 Dul)li11 '"'Ot1ld \1c11ture to 
let us an l1ouse or a roo111; })ut 110\\' tl1eir l1ca1 ts are tur11ed, 
as in a 1no1nent, a11d \ve have tl1e offer of several co11\ enie11t 
places. 
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Tl1e exl1ilaration caused IJ)' tl1e i1nminence of danger 
forsook 11i1n, and l1e had time to )J011der 011 11is physical 
disco1nfort, co11fessing to l1is brotl1er 110\v much 11e looked 
for\\'ard to t11e nCl\1 surroundi11gs at Dol1)l1in's Barn, 
made J)Ossil)lc b)' this sudde11 rise i11 JJUlJlic fa,·our: 

I must go there or to some other lodgings, or take my flight. 
J1'or l1ere I ca11 sta)' no longer. A family of squalling cl1ildren, 
a la11dlad)1 just rcad)7 to lie i11, a n1aid \Vho l1as no time to do 
tl1e least tl1i11g for us, are son1e of our co11ve11ie11ces. Ow· t\·VO 

roo111s for four persons (six '"rhen ]. Heal)' and ,J. Haugl1ton 
co111e) allo\v 110 OJ)portunit)' for retire1nent. Cl1arles [Perronet] 
and I groa11 for elbo\v-roon1; our diet a11s,vcralJle to our 
lodgi11gs; 110 011e to mend our clothes; no 1none)1 to lJuy more. 
I marvel tl1at \\'e l1ave stood our ground so 1011g i11 these 
la1ne11tablc circu111stanccs. It is \vell I could 11ot foresee ,.v}1ile 
011 ) our side of tl1e \·vater. 

i~·ro111 11is 11C\\'-f ou11d security l1e \\'rote: 

Dolpl1in's Barn. Oct. 13. 
Dear Brother, 

1"'11is is a da11gerous place: so quiet and retired I could 
l1ide mysrlf l1ere of my ti1ne. . . . 'Tis thousand pities to spoil 
tl1is J)rctty l1ousc and garde11. You sl1all lzave it for your own,
if A1r. Clark does not choose it: but you must send me 1nontry to pa;' 
for it, if it be not sent already. The bill I have received, atzd spent 
before it ca1ne, ujJon myself and companion. His mone)r, and 
three guineas of Trcmbath's, and })ook-mone)1 bor1 O\ved, 
a11d fi, e gui11eas, and four given me for printi11g, arc to be 
paid out of it-besides mo11e)1 for kcepir1g our horses t\VO 

mo11tl1s, and t\vo perso11s' travelli11g expenses to Bristol \vitl1 
tl1e l1orses. All '''hich I inust fw·nish out of ffi)' £20, so that 
I do11't expect so 1nan)' shilli11gs sw·plus. J. Trembath (and 
Chas. Perronet n1ost probabl)1) 'vill leave us Oct. 26.... 

I do not care to tell you, lest it should not last, but I have more life 
of late than for a long tirne past. 

Farewell. 

ot tl1at all 11is troubles \\1ere o\rer, of course. The 
jour11al-letter for Su11day, 25th October, \vitl1 its unflatter
i11g references to Dca11 S\¥itt's catl1edral, reveals tl1at, as 
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\'\1ell as gi\1i11g a t)rpical picture of Cl1arles \i\Tesle)''s labours 
i11 Dubli11: 
l)assed three hours u11der my usual ])urden, amo11g tl1e dr)' 
bones of tl1e l1ousc of Israel-at St. l)atrick·s, I 111ean, in 
public prayer and tl1e Sacran1ent. 1-Io\v differe11t the spirit 
l1ere fi·o111 t11at i11 our cl1apel at Londo11 ! I seldo1n c11ter this 
})lace l)ut the zealots are read)' to drag i11e out, like that old 
profa11er of the te111ple, l)aul. Sucl1 inur1nt1ri11g, disputi11g, 
raili11g, and loud abuse tl1e \1ery sig11t of 111e occasio11s, that 
I ca11 con1pare the }1ouse of God to 11otl1i11g lJut a de11 of 
tl1ie\1es and n1t1rdere1 s. ,1"'l1e Dea11 [I•,rancis CorlJetJ indeed 
I xnust except, a11d give l1011our to \Vl101n l1011our is due. He 
l1as al\·Va)'S 1Jel1a\1cd tO\\'ards us \.vitl1 great courteS)1 a11d lo\Te; 
looks pleased to sec us make tl1e f)ulk of the con1mu11ica11ts; 
appointed us a seat for ourse],res (lJut tl1e w1derli11g officers 
soo11 thrust us out); a11d consta11tl)1 ad111i1usters tl1e Sacra111e11t 
to 1ne first, as t11e 01 dcr of our Churc}1 requires. 

Stood our grou11d i11 tl1e Grec11 for l1alf a11 11our, in tl1e 
rai11. Ga\'C tl1e 'acra111ent tc> a J)OOr dyi11g )'Outl1, '"110 seen1s 
11ot far from tl1e lJlood of spri11kli11g. ''\'ent to cl1urcl1 at 
St. Catl1eri11e's, a11d \\'alked tl1e11ce, at half l1ot1r past fi,,e, 
i11 t11e cark and dirt to J)ol1)l1i11's B,1r11. 11r. Perrc>11et l1ad l))' 

1nistake give11 notice of 1ny 1)reacl1i11g tl1ere after e\1eni11g 
service. I sl1ould 11e\1Cr l1ave cl1ose11 to begi1L1 i11 tl1e 11igl1t, 
a11d before our '" i11dO\\'S V\'ere secured by sl1uttcrs, but '"'as 
no\v co111pelled to it, sorcl)1 against ITI)' "'·ill. T11e l1ousc, 
I found, '"'ould 11c>t l1old a quarter of tl1c co11g1 egatio11, a11d 
therefore stood i11 tl1e garden, u11der tl1c 11ouse-\·\'all. 13et\veen 
011e a11d t\\'O tl1ousa11d stood in t11e OJ)C11 air, a11d drank i11 
tl1e stra11ge glad tidings.... 

J. Treml)atl1 was preachi11g at t11e sa111e time to a )'ard full 
of serious hearers i11 1\1ar)1-bo11e La11e. \1\7e 1net, sc>on after 
seve11, at our lodgings. I expected tl1e societ)' 0111)'; l)ut 
11u11dreds '"'ere cran1med togetl1er i11 all tl1e roo1n a11d stairs 
to l1ear tl1e '''ord. I '"as quite exl1austed \vit11 preacl1i11g four 
ti1nes to-da)' alread)', and \\1alki11g several n1iles; l)ut the 
Lord ga\1e n1e fresl1 stre11gtl1 to CXJ)Ou11d IIis 111eeting ,,·itl1 
Zaccl1aeus. I feared one of our lodgers, a Pa1)ist, \\ ould l)e 
offe11ded, but he "'as vvo11derfull)1 })leased, a11d ma11)1 otl1ers 
comforted togetl1er \vith me. Our brotl1er \lerne)· especially, 
\vl10 could trul)' say, 'Tl1is day is sal\1atio11 come to t11is l1ouse! ' 

1 This ''as tJ1e opening ser' ice at Dolphin' Barn. 
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It WclS 11ear 11i11c lJefc>re tl1e co1npa11)1 \·vent; and tl1e11 
I fou11d I11)'Self as fresl1 ai1d stro11g as i11 tl1e morni11g. 

I 

1"'11e more J)t•rso11al note to J01111 'Vesle)· \\ri th \\1l1icl1 this 
journal closed, a 11otc almost \\111011)' i11 sl1ortha11d, re\·eals 
tl1c ratl1cr u11satisf,tctor)' characters of' t11e j)ioneer lay 
1)reacl1crs i11 Ireland, \1vhicl1 n1ade all the n1ore 11ecessary 
a11 exte11sio11 of Cl1arles \\1esley's \'isit: 

]. Trembatli niust stay with 11ze. It is as nzuch as his soul is wortlz 

to be left to liiniself till he is lzurnbled so far as to see Jzis danger. 

Haugh to11 I do11' t expect to see before our bretl1re11 go 
l1e11ce. '1"\\'as inexcusalJle, his dela)·, \\1l1e11 you ,,,rote me 
\Vord frc>1n Dul)li11 that you }1ad then sent l1im orders to 
set out.... 

\'Ve l'ropc>se buildi11g a ki11d of l)ooth i11 our garde11 to 
screen the hc,1rers tl1is ,,·i11ter. . . . I set up Ill)' rest l1ere for 
the \Vinter. r['0\\1ard l~'ebruar)', I presume, )'OU ,,·ill relieve 
n1e ) 'OUt self. Atr. Ji rillia1ns is running into debt again: but talce 120 

notice of it to lzi1n. If 11ry warning will stop hi1n, well: if not, that 
u•ill only haj;pen which I expect, and we must jJart again. It ca111zot 
Jet enter into nry hea1 t to co1zceive that God will ever join lii1n and 
1ne in one u orlc. 

CJ1arles \\'Cnt 011 to 1)rotcst against bi11di11g 11i1nsclf to 
folloV\· }1is lJrother's exa1n1)le i11 giving UJ) tea, e11di11g: 

JJou:ever, 1r~}' exarnple 1zeed not claslz u 1ith ; 1ours. Jj1e are on different 
sides of the u·ater, and 1na;1 so continue. I atn veT)' well content to 
give up old England, and see it no 1nore for ever. But if we should 
meet tlzere again, 11ry present mind is to abstain fro1n tea there, 1nerely 
to oblige. 

Tlie above ;'ournal send to .."A.fr. Blaclcwell and Afr. l'erronet. 
l)eace be with ;1ou. 

Dubli11, Oct. 29. l::'arewell. 


011 the a1ne da)' l1e \·vrote also to Black'''cll, }1js letter 
sl1o'"·i11g a Ii ttle of that u11certaint)' (\\1hich i1c\1er left 
11im) as to '' l1etl1cr J0}111 We ley \vould tl1i11k it '"'Orth 
\v]1ile to carry out 11is requests: 

If 111)· l>rotl1er docs not send )'OU ID)' jow·11als, as soo11 as he 
l1as read tl1cm, let me kno\v, a11d I \vill transmit them to 
l1im tl11 ougl1 )·our l1ands. 
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It is in a letter to Ebenezer Black\vell later i11 tl1e )'ear, 
on 15th Deccn1ber I 7 4 7, that \\TC read of tl1e great pro
gress made duri11g Cl1arles ''\'csle)1 's 1)rolo11ged sta}' i11 
Dublin. So t11oroughl) establisl1cd \\as tl1e '' ork t11at 
fresh ground cot1ld be b1·oke11 farther afield: 

\Ve sent fortl1 a preacl1er last '"eek into tl1e cou11tr)' about 
forty miles fi·on1 ])ul)lin, '"'ho sends us ne\vs t11at the \\'ord 
of tl1e Lord ru11s \1Cr)1 S\viftl)' ainong tl1el11, a11d tl1ere is 
a promise of a glorious l1ar\•cst.... 

In tl1e l)cgi1111i11g of the spri11g I sl1all \)egin to look to\-vards 
England; l)ut tl1is people \·vill not let me go, u11less )'OU send 
my brother i11 excl1a11ge. 

In February I j48 Cl1arles \t\'esley· 11i111self pc11etrated 
inland, to T) rcll's Pass and on to Atl1lo11e, 11ear '" J1ich 
latter place }1c <1nd his com1)a11io11s \\ere a1nbusl1ed, C!nd 
narr0\\1ly escaped \\ itl1 their Ii\ es. 

John '"'e ley came to Cl1arles's relief i11 :t\1~1rrl1 I j48, 
folio\\ i11g up tl1e ne\\' ventures tl1at J1ad 1Jce11 started. '"fl1e 
1 748 Co11ferc11ce ke1)t t11e1n botl1 a\\ a) frc>111 Ireland for 
a time, but Cl1arles's sclf-sa{'rifici11g six 111011tl1s had laid 
a secure fou11datio11. In August J1e \'\as ]Jack agai11, co11
solidating tl1e JJio11ccr 'vork of Tlto111as 'Villiams and 
Robert s,,rindells at C~ork, and dc>i11g ,t little f)ioneeri11g 
on l1is O\vn. He ''rote to 13lack'" ell: 

Kinsale, ri)t. 8, 1 748. 
MY DEAR FRIEND AND BROTHER, 

Rejoice \\ itl1 111e, for I l1a\ e fou11d tl1e sl1eep tl1at '''a lost 
and not one 0111), })Ut a \\'}lc>}e flock. rf'}1e }1arvest truly is 

plenteous; and these fields are \\1hite u11tr> tl1e l1a1 vest. High 
and low, rich and })C>C>r, approve, a11d 111a11) taste, the good 

word of grace. 

This place \\'as fallo'v ground. I preacl1rd ) esterda)r for 
the first time, and cried again i11 t11e 1na1 l"ct-place, 'Ho! 

every one that tl1irstctl1, come ye to tl1e '"'a tcrs ! ' 'I"his n1orn

ing God struck tl1e hard rock, and t11e \vaters flo\\'ed. 11,ollo'v 
us \Vith )'Our pra)'Crs, tl1at in e\1ery place tl1e '''Ord may ha\'C 
free course, and God ma)' be glorified in tl1e con\'Crsion 

of sinners. 
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I passed t11ree da)7S of this \veek at Ba11don, a large tO\'\rn of 
all J>rotesta11ts, and they all stretcl1ed out their ha11ds u11to 
the 1)ardo11i11g God. Cork is all 011 fire for a11d \·vith the 
Gospel. 1\1ultitudes \vould there be added to the Churcl1, if 
'''e l1ad })ut a j)lace to preach in. 1.,11e \veather \vill quickl)' 
dri\1e us out of tl1e field, l)ut \Ve }1ave no \vinter quarters. 
A friendl)' Quaker offers us grou11d to })uild on. Our \vell
\·visl1ers have l)egun a sul)scriptio11. 1'"our vote a11d i11terest is 
desired. At1d, pra)', pack tip my l)rother also, a11d send hi111 
l)y the first sl1ip. 

011 Mo11da)1 se'1111ight I propose to lea\1e Cork and travel 
tl1rougl1 t11c country societies to Dul)li11; and t11e11ce tl1rough 
\'\7ales to Lo11don. 

Ifis fare\\1cll to the Cork Metl1odists 011 18th September 
-l1is fi11al fare\\1ell, thougl1 J1e did not realize it the11
\\'as a11 occasion ofgreat emotion, \\1l1icJ1 J1e tl1us described 
to Sally a,,~ 1111e: 

Su11 .... Tigl1t.-1..l1is has l)ee11 a day of trial a11d pain. I almost 
despaired of })ei11g able to open Ill)' 1noutl1 or take Ill)' leave 
of this dearest people. l:'et at fi.\1e I \vent fortl1 to a11 i11numer
al)le n1ultitude, a11d tl1e Lord asto11ished me \\1itl1 tl1e p0\'\1er 
He gave 1ne. re,1er 11a\1e I been more dra\'\111 out i11 1)rayer 
and preacl1i11g. l 1'or t\VO l1ours I spake \Vitl1 a trumpet voice, 
a11d tl1e 11earts of all \·Vere bo,ved before tl1e I ...ord, \\'110 ga,~e 
testi1no11y to His \1\7ord. My pai11 a11d \veak11ess is all gone. 
I }1avc forced 1ny \vay t11rougl1 the \veepi11g flock, to finisl1 
t11is. 'I"l1c 1...ord Jesus give )70U a share of tl1e i1111umeral)Ie 
l)lessings but n0\\7 shO\\rered do\vn upo11 inc l)y liis people. 
I can11ot 110\v doul)t of ffi)' prosperous journe)'· 11'aitl1 laughs 
at i1111)ossil)ilities. 

Less tl1a11 a 1no11t11 later l1e \Vas sa) i11g good-b)·e to J1is 
fi'ic11ds i11 Dubli11 also, and sayi11g good-1)) e '"'itl1 a sense 
of i1nn1inc11t da11ger. T11e letter inforn1i11g 11is Dublin 
l1ost, i\1r. I ...u11ell, of his safe arrival at Hol) 11ead 011 I oth 
OctolJcr breatl1ed surprise as \veil as fer\'CI1t gratitude 
to God: 

1\1Y \ 1F llY DEAR FRlEND AND BROTHER, 

I did 11ot tell )'OU \vl1at I felt at lcavi11g )'OU, but never had 
I a strc>11ger ap1)rel1ension of e\ ii 11ear. 'I'hesc sort of lJodings 
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or presages I rarely speak of, till after their co11firmation. On 
Satw·day cve11ing, l1alf }1ow· past cigl1t, I c11tered the s111all
boat. \\'e ,,·ere t,,vo 11ours maki11g our 'vc.t.)' t11rougl1 tl1e cal1n 
and fog to tl1e \1essel at tl1e piles. 1'here \Vas 11ot tl1en ,,vatcr 
to cross tl1e bar, so \Ve took our rest till ele,re11 011 Su11da)1 

n1orni11g. Thc11 C.iod sent us a f;1ir ,.vind out of Ii'is treasuries, 
a11d \Ve sailed s111ootl1ly l)efore it at fi,,e k11ots a11 l1our. All 
tl1ings pro111ised a s1)eedy, prosperous VO)'age, )'Ct still I fou11d 
tl1e usual l)urden u11011 Ill)' l1eart-usual, I 111ean, i11 time of 
extre111e da11ger ap1)roacl1i11g. 

To,vard e\1e11i11g the \vi11d fresl1encd upo11 us, a11d we l1ad 
full e11ougl1 of it. I \·vas called to accc>u11t for a bit of cake 
I ate i11 the 1nor11i11g, and ['vas] tl1ro'"·11 i11to \riolc11t exercise. 
Tl1e einptiness c>f iny sto1nach 1nade it so mucl1 tl1e 'vorse. 
All my sick11ess ii1 Ill)' \'O)·age to America &c \\'ere nothi11g 
like tl1is. I expected it '' ould tl1ro\v me into co11vulsio1is. 
Up or do'''n, cabi11 or deck, 111adc 110 differe11ce. Yet i11 tl1e 
111idst of it I perceived a disti11ct a11d l1eavier co11cer11, fc>r 
I kne\v 11ot \·vhat. 

'T,·vas no'v i)itcl1 dark, so tl1at \Ve could 11ot see the I-lead, 
ai1d no s111all tcn11)est lay t1po11 us. The Cctptain l1ad ordered 
ii1 all tl1e sails. I ke1)t 1nostl)1 UJ)Oll deck till l1alf l1our J)ast 
eigl1t, ,,·}1en upo11 ID)' i11quir)' 11e told 111c lie exi)ccted to be 
i11 tl1e 11arl)our b)' 11i11c. I a11S\\'Crcd, \\'C \'\'Ould co1111)ou11d 
for te11. V\711ile \\1C \Vere talki11g, tl1e 111ai11sail (as I take it) 
got loose a11d fie\\' overboard, as if it '"'ould drag us all after it. 
1"'he small-boat at tl1e sa1ne ti1ne, for \\',111t of faste11i11g, fell 
out of its place. Tl1e 111aster called 'All l1a11ds UJ)011 deck!' 
and thrust i11e do'"'Il i11 to tl1e cal>i11. \\7i tl1i11 a 111i11ute I l1eard 
a er)' above, ''\'e 11ave lc>st tl1e 1nast!' A 1)assenger ra11 up a11d 
brougl1t us \\'Orse 11e\vs, tl1at it '"'as i1ot the mast, }Jut tl1e J)OOr 
n1aster hi111self, \vl101n I l1ad scarce left wl1e11 the l)oat, as t11e)' 
supposed, struck l1i1n overl>oard -but fi·o111 tl1at 1no111e11t l1e 
'"'as neither see11 11or l1eard 1nore. ~1y soul ''as l)0\\1ed l)cfore 
the Lord. I k11clt do,,·11 and co1n111cnded l1is dep<1rti11g spirit 
to His 1nerc)1 i11 Christ Jesus. I adored His disti11guishing 
good11ess-'rl'l1e 011e shall be taken a11d tl1e otl1er left.' \i\1hy 
'"as not I rather tl1an tl1at poor soul so l1w"l·ied i11to etc1,1it)' 
,.vitl1out a n101nc11t's 11otice? It brought i11to Ill)r 111i11d tl1ose 
li11es of You11g ,v}1icl1 I l1ad read tl1is mor11i11g: 

No \var11i11g gi,ren, uncere1no11ious fate! 

A sudde11 rush from life's meridia11 jO)'S, 
A 1)lu11ge opaque beyo11d co11jcctw·e. 
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1.,l1e sailors \Vere so l1urried a11d confounded tl1e)' k11e\v not 
'"'l1at they did. I thougl1 t it \vell for us tl1at Jesus \vas at the 
heln1. Tl1c decks \Vere stre\ved \·vitl1 sails, boat, &c; t11e "'·ind 
sl1ifti11g al)out; t11e co1npass tl1ey could i1ot get at, 110 i1or tl1e 
l1elm for some tin1e. \1\1e \·vere just on tl1e shore, a11d tl1c \'essel 
drove, \vl1ere or 110\'\1 tl1ey k11ew i1ot. 011e of our cabin 
passengers ran to the }1eln1, gave orders as captai11, a11d \Vas 
ver)' 11el1)ful i11 rigl1ting the sl1ip. But I ascrilJe it to our 
i11visible J)ilot that \ ·Ve got safe to the 11arbour, soo11 after te11. 

His gratitude found ex1)ressio11 in a poen1, a1)pc11ded to 
l1is letter: 

THANKSGI\7ING FOR OUR DELl\'ERANCE FR0?\1 SHIP\\TRECK 

1. 	 All praise to t11c Lord 

\'\7l10 rules \·vi tl1 a '"'ord 

The untractable sea, 


And limits its rage l))' His stedfast decree. 
\'\711osc 	provide11ce binds 
Or releases tl1e \·vi11ds, 
And compels tl1e1n agai11 

At Ji.is beck to put 011 the in\1isible cl1ai11. 

2. 	 E\1 '11 no''' He hatl1 heard 

Our Cr)', and appeared 

On tl1e face of tl1e deep, 


And commanded the tempest its dista11ce to keep; 
His piloting l1and 
Hatl1 brought us to land, 
A11d no lo11ger distressed 

\'\7e are 	joyful again in the 11aven to 1 est.... 

It \\'as a fitti11g close to a sl1ort but effectual n1inistr)·, 
'' l1icl1 bore rich fi·ui t. Irish l\1ethodism '"'as 110'" securel)' 
cstablisl1cd, so tl1at t11e terrible persecutions '"·hich '"ere 
soo11 to folJo\\' at Cork failed i11 tl1eir ain1 of scattering 
tl1e 1ethodists. Cl1arles \Vesley conti11ued a11xiously to 
follo'"' tl1eir j)rogrcss fro1n Engla11d. A fe\\' \veeks after 
11is remarkable escape he '"'rote the folio'" ing f)rief note, 
apparently fro1n Bristol, to a Lo11don 11ora\ ia11, 't\7illiam 
Holla11d: 



53 
11fy DEAR BROTliER, 

1'11e Lord l1atl1 do11e great thi11gs for us alread)', \·vl1ereof 
\\TC rejoice. St1rcl)' He has mucl1 j)eoplc i11 Irela11d. If '\'C 

could but })i11d tl1c>se priests of Baal, a 11atio11 n1ight be bor11 
i11 a da)r. )"et i11 SJ)ite of all oppositio11, \·ve pick up C\'er)' 
day more lost shCCJ) of tl1e Romisl1 co1n111u11io11. Re111e111ber 
t11r1n, and 1n . I l101)e to see )'OU ere lo11g. 

1-Icre also is a livi11g, gro\vi11g people, a11d i11 all tl1e cc>u11tr)r 
rou11d. 

TJ1e follo\·vi11g ]iebruar) 11e '"'rote to Jose1)l1 Co,v11ley, 
statjo11ed i11 Dt1bJi11: 

It \vould be a great satisfactio11 to n1e to sec Ill)' dear frie11ds 
<>11 tl1a t side of tl1c '"·a ter: })u t God's ti111e is 11ot )'Ct. 1 )' 
kindest lo\ e ai1d 1Jlcssi11g to all our cl1ildre11 i11 tl1e gospel. 

On 9tl1 Ai)ril J1c rCJ)Cated tl1is se11tjn1c11t: 

11y ki11d st lO\'C' to ou1 dear frie11ds i11 I rcla11d, '"'l101n I sl1ould 
greatly rejoice tc> see. 

Son1ctl1ing l1ad l1<lJ)pe11ed tl1e pre\1ious day, J1o'"'e\rer, 
\vl1icl1 J)rOl)alJl)' 111ore than an)1 tl1i11g else 1)re\re11ted l1is 
C\1er fulfilli11g tl1a t 11opc of revisiti11g 11is SJ)iri tual cl1ildre11 
in Irela11d. 011 8tl1 A1Jril I 749 11c J1ad 1narried Sally 
G'"')'1111e. 
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DuruNG CJ1arlcs \i\'eslc)1's closi11g intcr\1ie\v \\rit11 General 
Oglctl1or1Je i11 Georgia, tl1e Ge11eral had said: 

011 ina11y acco1111ts I should reco1nme11d to ) ou nlarriagc 
rather t11an celilJaC)'· You are of a social temper, a11d \~:ould 
find i11 a n1arried state tl1e difil.culties of \·vorki11g out )'Our 
sal\1atio11 exceedingly lessened, and )'Our helps as 1nucl1 
increased. 

Tl1is seems to 11a\1e bee11 sound J)S)rcl1olog)·. Charles 
\i\Tesle)", 110\\'e\rer, \\·as 011e of tJ1ose me11 \\}10 ''ait u11til 
middle age lJcfore falling in love, and tl1c11 do it in a big 
\·Va)'· (His early csca1Jc from tl1e clutcl1es of t11e dcsig11i11g 
actress ca11 hardl)' lJe called a real lo\1e affair.) True, 
slanderous tongues 11ad stri\rcn to u11dern1ine l1is i11fluence 
by gratuitous!)' pro\1idi11g hiin \Vitl1 amorous i11trigues. 
One sucl1 i11cide11t i11 }Jarticular l1ad caused J1im great 
distress, reflected by t11e follo,·vi11g letter to Dr. r:dmu11d 
Gibso11, t11e Bisl1op of Lo11do11: 

Jv!y Lord, 
Sarne ti1ne ago I was inforrned that your !Jordslzip had received sonie 

allegations again.Ji rne b;1 one 1 charging 1ne with conzmitting or 
offering to comnzit lezJJdness with lzer. I haie also been lately infor111ed 
that ;·our LordslzzjJ has been pleased to say, if I sole1nn(y declared my 
innocence, you should be satisfied. I tlierefore take this libe1 ty, and do 
hereby solernnly declare that neitlzer did I ever co1nrnit leu dness with 
lzer that person, 1zeither did I ever solicit lzer thereunto, but a1n innocent 
i1z deed, word and thought as touching this tlzinR. 

As there are other suclz slanders cast on 1ne, and no less than all 
rnanner of ez il spolLer1 of tne, I rnust beg leave further to declare 1nine 

innoce1zce as to all other women likewise. It is now near tuenty years 

since I bega11 working out 1191 salvation, in all ulzich tinze God, in 

1 A blank i left in t11e ~hortl1and copy fr orn \\ hich \\ e tran cribe. 
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ivhose prese1ice I sjJeak, lias kept 1ne froni co1n112itting a1!Y act of 
adulter;1 or fornicatio1z, or soliciting a191 perso1i whatsoever tliereto. 
I never did tlze actio11, I never spolce a word inducing a1l)'One to such 
evil, I never lza1 boured a1ry such desil!,ll iii 11ry heart. 

If ; 1our l.101 dsllip requires a1ry further purgation, I a112 ready to 
repeat this declaratio1z vi\ a \1oce, and to take the blessed Sacranie1it 
in proof of it. 

I arn, my Lord, your f_,ordslzip' s dutiful son and servant, 
Charles J11eslt:J. 

The Founder;', 
J;ebrua1J' 8, 1744 5 . 

.,.ot 0111)' \vas Cl1ar1es ,iyeslC)' guiltless of an)' gross 
n1isbeha\riour, but also of t11e blu11ders '' J1ich 1narred 
his elder brotl1cr's re1atio11sJ1iJJS \\'itl1 '"'0111e11. Joh11's 
cun1berso1ne efforts at Io\·c-n1aking e\ c11tuall) dro\'C l1im 
for refuge i11 to the arms of a sl1rc'' . As for C~J1arlcs, tl1ere 
seems to ]1a\re bee11 0111) tl1e 011e lo\1e affair i11 l1is \vl1ole 
life, and it could 11ardl) J1a\'C tur11ed out better. 

It ,,vas a case of lo\re at first sigl1t. 1~J1is is re\'ealed l))' 
a cl1a11ce pl1rase i11 a letter of l?el)rua1·)' 1 74 g to Sally 
G'"'ryi1nc: 

You l1ave l1eard i11c ack110\\ ledge tl1a t at first sigl1 t 'I\1 )' soul 
see1ned IJleascd to take acquainta11ce '' i t11 tl1rc'. A11d 11ever 
l1a\ e I found sucl1 a i1ear11ess to a11) fello\'\ -creatt1re as to )'OU. 

Q that it Illa)' 1Jri11g US Ilearcr a11d 11earer to (;c>d, till \\ e are 
botl1 S\'\1allo,,·ed up ir1 tl1e i111n1er1sity of 1-lis le>\ e ! 

Ha1)1)il)' Charles's jour11al 11elps us to fix t11c date of t11is 
first 1neeti11g. It '"·as '''l1ilst lie \\1as staying \vitl1 the rector 
of l\faesn1)1nis, t11e Re\'. Ed'''ard I>J1illi1)s. 011 Friday, 
28tl1 August 1747, CJ1arles \\'rote: 

l\1r. G\'\1
) 

11111c can1e to see ine at l\1r. Philli1Js's, \vit11 t\\10 of l1is 
fa1nil)'· 1\1)' soul see111ed pleased to take acquai11ta11ce \·vitl1 
then1. 

• 

Sall) 's co1n1>a11ion 011 tl1at occasio11 \\ras i11 all 1)robabilit)' 
J1er sister Beck)', J1cr senior lJ)' t\'\'O ) 1ears, '" 110 '"as to be 
her co11fida11te duri11g the courtsl1i1) a11d for fift)' )'ears 
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after-Beck)1 11erself 11e\rer nlarried. 1.,11eir )'Ou11ger sister 
Bett)' \'\1 as also initiated i11to tJ1e secret jO)'S a11d alarms, 
letters \\1ritte11 to 011e bei11g s11ared by the otl1ers. 

'"' l1ilst '' aiti11g for t11e 1·eturn of J1is brother Jol1n fi·om 
Irela11d, Cl1arlcs accepted 11r. G\V) i111e's i11\1itation to his 
11on1e at Gartl1, '' l1ere tl1e t'' o brot11ers 11eld a little con
ference on t11e J)la11 of campaign i11 Dubli11. Tl1e close 
fi·ie11d sl1ips '"'l1icl1 Charles '"'esle)' formed duri11g these 
fe,v da)'S \!\'ere follo\vcd up lJy letters from Ircla11d. T11c 
rclatio11sl1ip bet\'\1een l1imsclf a11d Sall)1 \Vas SUJ)j)Osedl) 
tl1at of spiritual i11structor a11d disciple, Cl1arles being 
11carly t\'\rice her age. He seeined l1ardly to knO\'\' 110\v to 
address l1er i11 tl1e first of l1is letters \'\1hicl1 11as lJeen 
preser\1ed, so 1)lu11ged rigl1t into it: 

Dubli11, Sept. 1 7. 

'l\'11)' did Eternal 'i\7isdo1n bri11g us togetl1er 11ere, l)ut tl1at '" e 
n1igl1t 111eet hereafter at His right l1a11d, ai1d sing sal\ration 
u11to God '"r}10 sittetl1 upo11 tl1e throne, and to tl1c I .. an1b for 
C\1er ! urel)1 the ,,,ill of God is our sa11ctificatio11. E\ en 110\\' 
He \vaits to })e gracious unto )'Ou; a11d before I sec you (if 
ever I see )'OU again upo11 eartl1) you \vill k11ow )'Our 
lledeemer livetl1, and feel His peace a11d po,,·er in ) our 
l1eart. This is my ear11est expectation, and m; consta11t 
pra)1er. I see )'OU (and so doth my 1aster) 1) i11g 011 the 
l)rink of the pool; and you have faith- to be }1ealed.... 

1y heart is deeply engaged for you. 


'1\'hen Cl1arles \t\7esle)' retur11ed fro1n tl1at first lcngtl1)1 

sojour11 i11 Irela11d, it \Vas as a pl1) sical '"reek. The 
11ursing t11at he received at Gart11 from tl1e sle11der hands 
of Sally GV\')'I111e a11d 11er sisters added a touch of tJ1e 
maternal in her relationsl1ip to hin1. Reco\rered, and 
once more an itinerant })reacher, l1e '"rote 011 28t11 
May 1748: 

I ca11not forbear a Jine to ffi)' l)eloved frie11d, \\'ear; as I am 

\vith ffi)' yesterday's ride of near ninety· mile. If tl1e Lord 

per1nit, I should rejoice to see you at my return to B[ristol], 
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a11d so n1ucl1 tl1e ratl1cr lJecause I a111 far fi·on1 promisi11g 
in)·sclf a11otl1er safe retur11 from Irela11d. . . . But all is dark 
cc>ncer11i11g me, and I struggle i11 \'ai11 to break througl1 i11 to 
tl1e clear light <>f eter11it)'· 

011 9tl1 August, just })efore setti11g sail for Irela11d, V\7e 
find J1irn n1aki11g a pra) er-1)act '"rit11 l1er: 

Re111e111ber to l11eet 1ne al\\ra)'S 011 1011da)' 110011, a11d e\rery 
eve11i11g at fi\'C. Tei ther \\'Ould ) ou repent of it if )'OU joi11ed 
'' itl1 111e co11stantl)' i11 ])a\1id's resolution, 'At n1or11i11g, and 

\ e11i11g a11d at 1zoo12-day, '"'ill I call upo11 Tl1ee.' 
• 

1.,J1at tl1erc '"'as alread) a11 'u11derstandi11g' })et\'\1ee11 t11en1 
111a) be sur1niscd fron1 tl1e e1notional u11dercurre11 t a11d 
1) 1ical J)hrases of11is letter fro1n lfol)1l1ead on 12tl1 August: 

Ilotl1 ) ou and I l1ave still a l)aptism to l)e llaJ)tized witl1; a11d 
}10\V s}1ould \\'C l)C st:raitc11ed till it is aCCOITIJ)]is}1ed ! r} '}1is, 
tl1is is tl1e 011e thi11g necdful-11ot a l 1,rie11d-11ot l1ealtl1-not 
life itself, })ut tl1e pure perfect lo\ c of Christ Jesus. 0 give 
111e lo,,e, or else I die! 0 give n1e lo\ e, a11d let ine die! I a111 
''ear)' of Ill)' \\ a11t of love, '''ca1 )' to deatl1, a11d ''\ ould fai11 
thro\v off this l)Od)', t11,tt I may lo\re Him '"-'}10 so loved 1ne. 

If you do i11deed love n1e for 1-Iis sake (a11d I can as soo11 
doubt of Ill)' IJei11g ali' c , 0 \Vrcstle \Vitl1 tl1at l~rie11d of 
si1111ers in m)' lJel1alf, a11d let Hi111 11ot go till He bless ine 
\vith the sense of His lo\ e. HO\\ shall I feed Jiis lan1l)s u11less 
I lo\re Him? Ho''' sl1all I gi\1C up all, C\ e11 tl1ose Frie11ds \vl10 
are dearer to 111e tl1a11 my 0\'\111 soul? Ho'"' sl1all I suffer for 
011e I do not love? 0 Eternal Spirit of Lo\1e, co1ne d0\\111 
i11to 1n)1 heart and into 111) F1 iend's heart, and k11it us togetl1er 
i11 tl1e l)ond of IJcrfectness. Lead us lJ)' the '"aters of co111fort. 
S\"- allo\v up our \·vill i11 Tl1i11e. I\1ake read)' the bride, a11d 
the11 call us up to the 111arriage sup1)er of tl1e Lamb! 

Ob\riously l1e 11ad J·ecei\red strict femi11i11c i11structio11s 
as to taking care ofhi111sclf, a11d \·vas resig11ed to obedie11cc, 
\'\

1riti11g a day later: 

M)' bodily strengtl1 is repaired lJ)' three da) s' rest. )Tou \vill 

allo'v inc to comme11d Ill)'Self. I 11ave not lai11 on tl1e boards 

si11cc I left } ou, and l1ave slept 111ost i1n111odcrately till six 
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ever)1 i11or11i11g. 1~11is i11dulge11ce I i1111)utc to [he fi1 st ''rote 
')'Ou', t}1c11 crossi11g it out, \VI"Ote] a ]?rie11d, ,,·ho co11sta11tl)1 

atte11ds 111)1 slurnbcrs, a11d l1c>\'ers 0\1er 111e as 111)' Guardian 
A11gel. 

You '"''ill take ad\1ice, I hope, as '''ell as gi,re it, a11d folio\\' 
a good example l))' regular sleeping and risi11g. )'ou ca11not 
be so exact as inc, but do tl1e l)est )'OU can. :t-:xpect to gi,,e 
a strict accou11t of) ourself, if '''e sl1ould n1eet again. 

His postscript sJ10\vs tl1at 11e l1ad set l1er 011 tl1e road to 
kee1)i11g t11eir correspo11de11ce safe fro1n 1)r)1i11g C)res 
'Don't forget )'Our sl1ortl1a11d.' A n1011tl1 later l1er 
mater11al inftuc11ce still co11tinued effective: 

I put off 111)' clotl1es (re111eml)eri11g a l~'riend's advice) e\'ery 
i1ight, that I may make tl1e n1ost of in)' strengtl1; a11d hitl1erto 
I feel no \veari11ess 1))' preaching n1or11ing a11d evc11ing to 
mail)' thousa11ds. 

His letter of I 7tl1 Sc1)teml)er included one of tl1ose lo\1e 
})Ocms '"'l1icl1 sl1e \vas soo11 to recei\1e quite frequent!)'· 
Later it ,,·as to be 1)ublisl1cd i11 J1is ll.Jn11is a1zd Sacred 
l)oe1ns, altered to disguise its j)Crso11al origin: 

1··\vo are l)ettcr far tha11 011e, 

}~or counsel or for fight! 


Ho\\1 ca11 one l)e \varm alo11e 

Or ser\1C his God arigl1t?


Joi11 \Ve tl1e11 ow· hearts and l1ands; 
Haste, 111)' sister, dearest fi·iend, 

Run tl1e ''ray of His com111a11ds, 
A11d keep t11em to t11e e11d ! . . . 

\i\1}10 of t\vain l1atl1 made us 011e, 
11aintains our u11ity; 

Jesus is our Corner-stone 
In \vhom \1ve })oth agree; 

Servants of our common I"ord, 
s,,,eetly of 011e heart a11d 111.ind, 

\\7110 can break a threefold cord 
Or part \vl1om God 11atl1 joined? 
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Brcatl1es as i11 us })oth 011e soul, 
\ \ 711en most distinct i11 place: 

I11ter1)osi11g oceans roll, 
Tor 11i11der our e111l)race: 

J~acl1 as 011 His mou11tain sta11ds, 
lleacl1 our hearts across tl1e flood, 

Joi11 our }1earts, if 11ot our l1a11ds, 
A11d sing tl1e pard'ning God.... 

'\'l1c11 at last Cl1arlcs \1\'csle)1 landed safely at I-Iolyl1cad 
011 1otl1 Octol)er I 748, l1e made l1is \vay \vit11 so111e diffi
cult)' to Gartl1, \\1 l1ere togetl1er t11e)' 'rejoiced a11d ga\re 
tha11ks for Jlis ii1nun1erable mercies'. For a \\1eek l1e '''as 
a \\ clcon1e guest, 1)reachi11g n1ea11time i11 t11e neigl1bour
l1ood, a11d taki11g t11e Sunda)' 1nor11ing ser\rice for tl1e 
i·ector at ~1aes111)111is. 011 tl1is \1isit 11e al111ost certai11l)' 
discussed tl1e question of marriage '''itl1 Sally, a11d J1is 
letter to her 011 2nd T0\1ember co1nn1e11ced '11y n1ost 
])elo\'ed l~1·ie11d'. 1"''' o da)'S later l1e i·ecordcd i11 his 
jour11al: 

I i111parted Ill) dcsig11 to :rv.LI·s. Vigor, [of Bristol] \\1110 ad\1ised 
ine \'vith all tl1c ki11d11ess a11d freedo111 of a Cl1ristia11 fi·ic11d. 

T11erc \vas a bigger 11urdle to leaJJ, 110\\1e\1er. On tl1e 1otl1 
J1e '''rote to Sall)' fro111 Lo11do11: 

I 11ave fou11d my l)rotl1er \Vell. !11 i11ucl1 lo\'C lie salutes you. 
Ton101'l'O\\' \\'C devote to [ tl1e] co11ference. 

His journal reveals t11e details of t11is 'co11fcre11ce': 

11)' l)rother a11d I l1avi11g promised eac11 otl1cr, (as soon as he 
came fron1 Georgia), that \Ve \\'Ould neitl1er of us 111arry, or 
take atl)' step to,·vards it, \Vithout the otl1er's k110\\1 ledge and 
co11se11t, to-da)' I fairl)1 and full)' co1n1nunicated every t11ougl1t 
of iny 11eart. He }1ad 1)roposed tl1ree 1)erso11s to me, S. P., 
~1. \I\'., a11d S. G., i a11d e11tirely approved Ill)' cl1oice of tl1e 
last. \\1e co11sulted togetl1er about C\1Cr)' particular, a11d '''ere 
of one l1eart a11d mi11d i11 all tl1ings. 

ally l'errin?. ~foll} \'\7ells?, and Sally G'V) nru.·. 

E 

I 
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By tl1c l)egi111u11g of December l1e ''as back agai11 at 
Gartl1, '"ro11deri11g 110\v to set about gaini11g l1er 1)are11ts' 
consent. E\1entuall)1 ~1iss Beck)' })roke t11e 11e,,·s to lier 
motl1er, ,,,}10 replied that 'sl1e ,,·ould ratl1er gi,·e l1er 
cl1ild to J\1r. 'Vesley tl1a11 to any ma11 in E11gla11d'. J\1r. 
G\\1y1111c \'\1as qt1ite COJltent to a}Jide by }1is \Vife's decisio11, 
\\

1l1icl1 ''as so far fa\1oural)le, thougl1 the matter '''as b)' 
110 n1ca11s finall)' settled. On 14tl1 December Cl1arles 
\·vrote to Sall)': 

I rejoice tl1at it depends altogether 11ot 011 111)7 'vill, but }1ers. 
Her 1Jel1a\1iour t0,\1ards 1ne 11as obliged me more tl1a11 Dl)' 

,,·ords ca11 express or ITI)' life repay. And ca11 I do an)·thi11g 
to griC\'C l1er ge11erc)us }1eart? Not to gai11 tc11 thousa11d 
'vorlds; not to gai11 1nore-)1ourself. 

111 taki11g sucl1 a step, ho\\"C\'er, Cl1arles dared 11ot depe11d 
UJ)011 l1is Ol\111 judgement, e'\·e11 \'\1l1e11 co11firmed IJ)1 that 
of 11is brotl1er. T11ere follo\'\1ed a rou11d of i11tcr\1ie\·vs i11 
\vl1icl1 ]1e sougl1t l1is frie11ds' opi11ions on tl1c J)roposcd 
1natcl1. TJ1e Rc\1 • \lince11t Perronct of SJ1orel1an1-'tl1c 
Arcl1bisl1op of tl1e ?\1ethodists', as C11arles called 11im
\vas 011e of tl1e first on t11e list: 

I related all '\1l1icl1 l1as happened si11ce ID)' parti11g 'vith 111y 
fi·iend a11d fatl1er. He adored the }1a11d of God, \1isibl)' 
appeari11g in ID)' }Jehalf, cordially joined i11 the proposal, a11d 
encouraged me to depend on God to bring it to pass. 

At Le\visJ1am Mrs. Black\'\1cll and ~1.rs. De\'\1al 

expressed the utmost satisfaction; '"·ondered I should not 
ack110\vledge tl1e }1and of God in eve1;1 step; assured n1e tile)' 
l1ad guessed tl1e person, e\1en t11e first time tl1e)1 sa\v l1er .... 

One tl1i11g \\'as most ren1arkable, that they ,,·ere confide11t 
tl1e 1natter 'vhe11 pul)lic \\'Ould be attended '''itl1 the best 
conseque11ces, vvould gi'\re general satisfactio11 to tl1e Cl1urch, 
a11d e\•e11 remo\·e ma11y prejudices of tl1e \\'Orld's. 

His letter of 2otl1 December concluded: 

.1. 'To'v I n1ust confess that m)' f)rother's, ?\1r. P's, and Mrs. B. 
ai1d D.'s concurrent judgment has even compelled me to 
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tl1ink TIIIS IS TJIE LORD'S DOING! TIIIS IS Tl-IE \\TILL OF GOD 

cONCER.~ING ~11~. TllC)' \vill not allo"'' n1e to 1nake a11y doul)t 
of it, but chide inc ''hen I express a11) fear or self-diffide11ce. 

The poc111s accompan)ring 11is letters, l10\\1ever, \Vere still 
touched '" it11 doubt: 

A11d is there hope for inc 

111 life's distracti11g 111azc? 


A11d shall I live on eartl1 to see 
A fc\\' u11ruffled da)7S? 
A 111an of sc>rrO\'\'S I, 
A sufferer fi·o111 t11e \\10mb, 

''1"'' as all Ill)' l1opc i11 i)eace to die, 
Ai1d rest '''ithi11 Ill)' ton1b. 

Ilo\v the11 can I concei\'C 

goc>d for n1c desig11ed, 


1 l1c gi eatest God Hi1nself could gi\ e 
1"'11e pare11t of 1na11ki11d? 
A good lJ) So\·ereig11 Lo' e 
1"o si11less Adam give11, 

His jo)·ous Paradise t'i111prove, 
Ai1d tt1rn l1is eartl1 to hea,·er1. 

God of u11l)ounded grace, 
If )'Ct 1"'11011 '" ilt l)estO\'\' 

011 inc t11c 'ilest of tl1e r,1ce 
1.,11)' cl1oicest gift bclo\\; 
~1)' droopi11g 11eart Jlre1Jare 
'"fl1e l>lessing to recei\1e, 

A11d 1Jid the child of sad despair 

\\ ith co11fide11ce believe.... 


Other inter\'iC\\'S confirmed his a\\1akcning co11fidence. 
Mrs. StoteslJury at Te,,rington Grce11, for i11stance, said: 

'The first moment I sa\4-' * * I t11ougl1t i11 JU)' l1eart, this is 
the person desig11ed for * *, and I \-Visl1ed it \Vitl1 all my 
heart.' I asked if ID)' beha\1iour had gi\1c11 l1rr a11y ground 
to thi11k so? ' o,' sl1e ans,verrd, 'but tl1e tl1ougl1t sprang UJ) 

involu11tar)1 , irresistil)le. . . . Si11ce the11 ) ou l)otl1 l1ave l)ee11 
laid UJ)On ID)' hea1 t; and all the time )'OU \\1as i11 '\1ales I ,~.:as 
dra\\ n out i11 continual pra) er for )rou....' 
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Totl1ing I have )'Ct n1et \\'itl1 l1as n1ore affected, or inclined 
inc to thi11k Tl1e Thi11g is of God. 

Cl1arles \Vas so a11xious tl1at tl1is J)roposed marriage 
should bri11g no discredit on lfetl1odism that it bccan1e 
a public issue. He \vrotc from Lo11do11 to all)1 on 3rd 
Februal)1 I 749: 

1..,l1rougl1 t11e foll)' of one, tl1e dotage of ai1otl1er, a11d the 
falsel1ood of a tl1ird, tl1is affair is public enough, as )'OU obser'\'C. 
But 11ot too public. I \vill trust Pro'\1idence for tl1at. ~1)1 

l)rotl1er supposes that of our society here of t\\'O tl1ousa11d, 
al)out eightee11 l1undred I11ay kno\v of it. Yet to tl1e tl1ree 
opposers al)0\1e I cannot add a fourth. 

0111e oppositio11 \·vas e11cou11tcred, l10\\'e\1er, caused 
1nai11l)' b)' jealous)', eitl1er \1icarious like tl1at of Ed'' ard 
Perro11et, '"'110 favoured his O\v11 sister as Cl1arles \~esle)1 's 
l)ridc, or ope11 and direct. For botl1 Cl1arles and Sall)' 
11ad ri\1als. Ed\\'ard Pl1illips, tl1e rector of l\1aesn1y11is, 
felt tl1at 11e l1ad a su1)erior clai1n to t11e J1a11d of 11is 
lJeautiful )'Oung neigl1l)our, a11d l)ombarded 11er '"·itl1 
letters to tl1at eftect, e\re11 goi11g to tl1e lengtl1 of i11ter
ccpti11g 11er correspo11de11ce. At Lo11don, 011 the other 
l1and, a )'Oung lad)' \'\1J101n Cl1arles \i\1esle)1 l1ad })aptized 
i11 the river at C0\'\1le)' t11e i)re\rious 11:a)1, Elizabetl1 Cart, 
\'\

1as 11eart-sick for l1i1n, and CJ1arles \vrote to Sally 011 
27tl1 December I 748: 

Our poor dear S. Cart n1akes my heart acl1e to see l1er: she 
is so above measure dejected. A1;' chcerful11css 11as n1w·dered 
lzers. l1e guesses tl1e cause of ID)' jO)', as I do of l1er sorro\v: 
11eitl1er is it in my po\·ver to comfort her. )'ou \\•j}l 1)it)1 and 
pra)' for 11er, tl1at she fai11t i1ot in her e\1il da). 

!11 a montl1's time, h0\'\1ever, 11e could ''rite: 

~1[iss] C[art] is 1nore aflalJle, 111ore obligi11g, 111ore f1iendl)1 

tha11 ever I k11e\v her. Sl1e takes the ut1nost pai11s to ato11e 
for her past bel1aviour. I receive all i11 good part, })e she 
sincere, or be she not. 
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JJJ1illi1Js co11ti11ucd bitter, t11ougl1 l1is O\'ersl1ado,vi11g 
prcsc11ce graduall)' faded out fron1 tl1eir corres1Jo11d
e11ce. l~"or a11otl1er serious difficult) l1ad 11ot )'Ct been 
sur111ou11ted, tl1at of 1no11e). 

Cl1arlcs \\'eslC)' 11ad 110 regular i11co111e, )'Ct l1e had 
ratl1er ligl1t-l1cartedl)1 }Jro1nised to j)r0\1idc £100 a year 
for J1is bride. 1~J1e n1011e)' \'Vas 11ot easy to ]Jrod uce, 110\\'
cvcr, so tl1at J1e set to \vork to fi11d out \\1l1at l1is financial 
assets rcall) \\1 Cre. 011 3rd Januar)' 1749 11e tl1us 011tli11ed 
t11c results of 11is i11quiry to 1\1rs. G'"')'I111e, as 'Dear 
l\1adan1': 

l"ill 110'"' I 11eitl1cr kne\\T 11or cared ,,·l1at Ill)' \\1riti11gs a11d 111)' 
})1 otl1er's \\'Cre ,,·01 t11. l~ut I 01 dered Ill)' J)rinter at B[ristolJ 
to rnake a11 exact esti111atc. His accour1t of t11eir ''alue ... is 
£2500, cxclusi\ e <>f t11e l)ook I an1 no\\. pul)lisl1i11g, '" l1icl1 \vill 
\Jring in more tl1a11 £200 clear, l)esides a 11e\V ver ion of tl1e 
Psaln1s \\'Ortl1 as 111ucl1 or inore, a11d Ill) jour11als a11d ser1no11s, 
'" 11icl1 I a1n dail) called upo11 to }lUl)li 11. ' ' l1at all these 
copies amou11t to I \vill l1ave con1puted a11d scr1t to )'Ou, \vl1e11 
you 11a\'C leisure to exa111ine tl1e1n. 

I a111 asha111ed to trouble you '"'i t11 tl1is stra11ge ki11d of 
'" riting, 110'" ever 11ecessa.i·)'· l)er111it 111e 0111)' tc> add 011c tl1ing 
1nore. If after tl1c strictest scrutitl)' you a1 e satisfied as to a 
pro\ isio11, a11d 1r. :r\\) n11e a11d )'OU see cause to give yow· 
conse11t, I '"·oulcl desire 1iss Sally 1nigl1t secu1 e l1er fortu11e 
in case of l1er O\\ i1 111c>rtalit)', tl1at it 111a)' retur11 to l1er O\\'Il 
famil). I seek 11ot hers l>ut 11er; and if tl1e l,,ord sl1ould give 
a11d take a\\ a) I sl1all \\ a11t 11otl1i11g Ufl011 earth. I al)l1or 
tl1e tl1ougl1t of ))ei11g a gai11er b)' l1cr i11 te1n1)orals, a11d could 
11ot rest u11lcss sccu1 cd f10111 tl1is da11ger. 1rour regard for me 
1nt1st not here i11terpose to hi11der '"'11at \\·ould "'indicate nl)' 

cl1aracter, a11d f)e most for the credit of tl1c GosiJcl. 

111 order to ease t11e fi11a11cial situatio11 11arles l1ad take11 
i11 l1a11d tl1e }JUlJlication ·of t'" o \1olun1cs of J-f),1nns and 
Sacred l)oe1ns- tl1e first sucl1 \vork to 1Je )JUlJlishcd in his 
O\>\'Il 11a1ne a11d \\1itl1out his brot11cr s SUJJCr\ isio11. Sally 
l1ad bee11 asked to prepare for it an i11dex of first li11es, 
a11d '' l1c11 11e sc11t lier t11c }Jri11ted leaflet, dated 18tl1 
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Decen1lJer 1 748, ca11\1assi11g subscribers, J1c receipted the 
attacl1ed order for111, \\1riti11g: 

1"'l1e enclosed sl10\\'S )'OU m)' first subscriber: '"'l1on1 I set at tl1e 
head of In) list as a good 01ne11. 11at1)' 11a\re follo,,·ed )'Our 
exa1111)le already, l)ei11g readier to part ''rith their 1noney 
tl1a11 I to take it. 

Duri11g all tl1e UJ)S a11d do\·vns of tl1eir te11tati\re engage
n1ent, if sucl1 it n1a)1 be called, tl1e t\\70 lo\·ers kept t11e 
})Ostal se1'\rices bus)1 • Cl1arles's extant letters for the four 
1no11tl1s December I 748 to l\1arcl1 1749 ,,vould alinost fill 
tJ1is lJook. T11ere '"ras a post out fron1 I~o11do11 C\'Cf)' 

Tuesda)', Thursda)', and Saturda)', a11d C11arles \·vrote by 
e\rery a\ ailable JJOst. Almost as soo11 as 011e letter 11ad 
lJeen dcs1)atcl1ed a11other '"rould be started, to be aug
1nented as O}J})Ortu11it}1 offered. l)robabl)' the 1011gest 
'"'as that co1111ne11ccd 011 Su11da)1 mor11i11g, 15t11 Januar)r 
I 749, after l1e J1ad recei\'Cd l\1rs. c,\,)'n11e's com111c11t tl1at 
sl1e \·~las ratl1er doul)tful \·vhcther unsoJd litcrar\

# 

1 \\1orks 
\Vere I"eally sufficic11t securit)r. He \\'as al1nost 1)re1)ared 
to let tl1c n1atter ei1d tl1ere. Al1nost, but 110t quite: 

It is not fair for n1e, in tl1e noo11 of life, to \visl1 a Ii'rie11d 011ly 
i11 tl1e J11orni11g of J1ers to acco1npa1l)' 1ne to Paradi5c. )"'c>ur 
dearest I\1.otJ1er's consenting so far is plai11l)1 1niraculous, a11d 
\v]1at I 11ever expected, althougl1 my frie11ds insi ted 011 it as 
my dut)' to xnake tl1e proposal. I ca1111c>t tl1i11l~ JlrO\'idence 
'"·ould suffer tl1e 1na tter to proceed so far, ''ere it to stop 
l1ere. The l1inge 011 \vl1icl1 all tw·ns is i1ot fi>rtune, 11ot e\1en 
co11se11t of friends, ... })ut the glory of God, e:111d tl1e gc>od of 
souls, ()'Ours especially). If our t11eeti11g \'vould reall)' a11s'''er 
tl1ose ends I defy all earth and l1ell to l1i11der it. If it ,,·ould 
llot; dw·st I desire it? 

T11en lie tur11ed to a11S\\rering i11 detail l1er 0\~11 letters, 
i11cludi11g references to Pl1ill.ips and ~1i s Cart. He told 
of J1is 'isit to Perronet for ad\rice, transcribing a poem 
deep i11 patl1os '"'l1ich he had com1Josed during h.is 'dark 
\\ret journey to Sl1orel1am'. Text can1e a journal of 
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Sunda)1 i~sclf, to be co11tinucd 011 1'1:onda)1 • 011 :t\1onday 
C\1ening lie a11S\\'Crcd lier letter just rccei\rcd, sa)1i11g 
'I 1Jelic\1e God suffers t11i11gs to co11ti11uc i11 suspense for 
our fartl1er trial', a11d agai11 discussed t11e jealous)' of 
J>hillips. Extracts fro111 letters of \1arious fi·ic11ds \\1ho 
comme11ded tl1e 1natcl1 \Vere t11e11 tra11scribcd, a11d late 
011 :t\1:011day eve11i11g l1e \Vas still \Vriting: 

It is late, l)ut I k11o'v i1ot 110\\1 to leave off, ffi)7 l1eart so o,rer
flo,\1S 'vitl1 lc>\'e to,,vard )'OU. And \vl1at sl1all I say 1nore? 
All ll1)' ,,vords a11d tl1c>ugl1ts a11d life are, u11dcr God, de\'C>ted 
to )'Our ser\1icc. I bless )'OU, a11d pra)' Hi1n to lJless )'OU, 
above all tl1at I ca11 ask or tl1i11k. ']"'o His e\1erlasti11g arms· 
I co1n1nit )'OU this 11ight. 

Tl1e follo\'\1i11g da) 11is pe11 \\'as takc11 up agai11: 

Tuesda)1.-1"'11erc is no end of n1y letter-or of ID) lo\re, '"'l1icl1 
dictates it. But )'OU '"ill excuse the lengtl1, a11d I }1ope 
i11utate it. 13egi11 before post-day. 

He concluded ''itl1 a })Ocm of.tc11 'erscs, con1111c11cing: 

I.Jord, '\'e lc>ng to kno'"' 1"'11y j)leasure, 

Lift our eyes 

1"'o tl1e skies, 


Hu1111Jl)' \vait 1"11)' leisure .•. 


Tl1e clouds of uncertainty 1)assed. frs. a,, y11nc sa'v 
reaso11, a11d Jol111 'i\'esle)1 stood guarantor for t11e £100 
})Cr a1111um. CJ1arles could J1ardl)' 1Jelic\re it '" l1e11 fi11al 
co11se11t carne on Ja11uar)1 23rd: 

Hope and I l1ad 1011g si11ce sl1ook l1ands and parted, a11d all 
ffi)' expectatio11 \·Vas to go softl)' all my da)·s, a11d l)e sa\1ed at 
last as l))' fire. Provide11cc (for I can ascril)c it to i1othing 
else) has strange!)' brou/!,ht me the })est giCt Heaven could 
lJesto'-v on ma11 i11 Paradise; at least it see1ns, as it '''ere, '"·itl1in 
Ill)' reacl1. Yet does 111y soul tre111ble at tl1e pros1)ect. . . . 1f)' 
C\1ery l)reath ought to lJe pra)1er or praise. Help me, my 
belo\1ed Friend, to \Vrestle for tl1e 1>1essir1g of Di\ri11e lo\'e, a11d 
DO\\r lift up )'Our heart '"'ith Ille in the follo'"'i11g \'\'C>rd'): 
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J7atl1er of co111passio11s, l1ear, 
]~or Jesus' sake alo11e; 

If '''e see Tll)' ha11d appear 
A11d mark the '''Ork begun, 

0 co11firm the sacred sign, 
And all 1.,11ine outstretcl1ed ar1n 111ake })are, 

~ e11d us do,vn tl1e gift di\1i11e, 
1"'11e grace of faith a11d pra)1er.... 

011 5t11 l~ebruary lie \·vas still calli11g J1in1sclf 'a j)OOr 
unpra)ring soul', a11d \'\1ar11i11g her of 11is sl1ortcon1ings: 

}'Ollr co11fide11ce i11 me makes ine tre1nble, lest I should pro\re 
a l)roke11 reed. For God's sake, and )'Our 0\\111, do not expect 
too 1nuclz! I a1n a man of like passions-con1passed al)out '' itl1 
ir1firmi tics, \·vcak i11 faith, and '' a11ti11g i11 all tl1ings. Yet 
I hu1nlJl)' hope, if God besto,vs )'OU U})On n1c, lie ,,·ill help 
me to be helpful, a11d 1nake all Ill)' desires a11d cndca,...ours 
for )'Our good effectual. 

E\1c11 011 1 2tl1 1arc11 he still could 11ot feel sure of 
t11e C\re11t: 

If God, ,,,}1osc judgme11ts are a great deep, sl1ould at last 
disappoi11t 111e of m)' hope, \vha t sl1all I sa), or do! M )' soul 
sl1ri11ks l)ack at tl1e tl1ought, and gi\1es up ('' itl1 )'Ou) all 
possil)ilit)' of }1appi11ess (i11strume11tal, I 111ea11) 011 tl1is side 
eter11it)1 Ho'v sl1all I drag tl1e load of re111ai11i11g life '' itl1out• 

)'Ou? 1-Io\v ca11 I live out Ill)' time 'vith patie11ce? 1)· heart 
fai11ts a11d 1ni11e e)'CS 0\1erflo''' at tl1e pro J)CCt.-But I z.t ill 
hope to be taken fro1n the evil to coine, a11d first escape to 
tl1e land ,v}1ere all things are forgotte11. 

He '''ent 011, l10\\'e\1er: 

Let 11ot )'Our faitl1 lJe shake11 lJ)' my \·veakness a11d fears. God 
is all-sufi1cic11t. In Cl1rist all ~ul11ess d,vclls. His lo\ e alone 
(\\ras one of us this night caugl1t up to l~aradise) could make 
the survivor happ)'· And still I }1old fast n1y co11fidence that 
'"e shall meet 011 cartl1, if it l)e lJest. \A/e shall, t11ougl1 parted 
for a season first, to try our faith yet more. 

E\re11tuall)1 8tl1 April came round, a11d i11 t11e little 
cJ1a1)el of ease at Lla11lleo11fcl Cl1arles \~'esle) ''as united 
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to Sally G\\')'1111e b)' J01111 '"1eslC)'. Tl1e C\1c11t \\'as tl1us 
a1111ou11ccd to El)e11czcr Black\\ ell: 

Gartl1, Aj)ril 8, I i49· 
~1Y DEAR FRIE.. ·o, 

Pra)7 for 111e. I \va11t ) our pra)'Crs rather t11a11 )'Our co11
gratulations. Yet I belie\'C God l1as lc11t n1e a great })lessing 
this day, and tl1at I ought to be t11a11kful, a11d e1nplo)1 e\1er)' 
})lessing a11d e\'Cl')' n1c>1ne11t to His glor). ']'l1c fc>llo,,·ing 11)'11111 
,,.e sang at t11c altar. )""ou n1a)1 joi11 \vitl1 us 1lOW i11 si11gi11g it: 

Co111c, t11ou cverlasti11g Lc>rd, 

B)1 c>ur tre1nbli11g 11earts ado1 ed; 

Co111e, tl1ou hea\ren-desce11ded Guest, 

13iddc11 to the 1narriage-fcast. 

S\·veetly i11 the 111idst aJlpcar 

\ \'i tl1 '] 11) c}1ose11 ff>llo\\'Crs J1ere; 

Gra11t us tl1e peculiar grace, 

Sl10\\ to all 1"11)' glorious face.... 


'to1) the 11urr)1i11g J)irits' l1astc-, 

Cha11ge tl1e souls' ig11ol,lc taste, .. 


aturc 111to grace i1111)rov , 
I~artl1ly i11to l1ca\·e11l)' lo\'e. 
llaise ot1r l1earts to tl1i11gs c>11 11igl1, 
']'o c>t1r l31idcgroon1 i11 tl1e sk)', 
Hca\1e11 our 11ope a11d 11igl1est air11, 
~1) stic 111an·iage c,f t11c La111l).... 



CHAPTER \'I 


l~OR BETTER FOR \\10RSE 

ON tl1e !~aster Sunda)' prior to 11is ''\1eddi11g, Cl1arles 
'\'csley l1ad told the co11gregatio11 at the Fou11der)', 
Lo11do11, tl1at 11c 'l1ad taken, 11ot 01ze, }Jut all of them for 
better for l.Vorse, ai1d till deatl1 do us JJart'. He ''\'as jJain
fully ai1xious t11a t n1arriagc sl1ould 11ot make l1im a less 
cffecti\1c i11i11jster. He11cc l1is careft1l probi11g of liis 
friends' Oj)i11io11s. He11ce, i11 J)art at least, l1is ''\'a\•ering 
mi11d, 11is fits of depressio11 duri11g tl1e i11onths }Jrcceding 
the 'irreco\rcrable ste1J'. He 'vas quite deterrni11ed to be 
\vedded to l1is ''\'Ork, as '''ell as to l1is ,,.jf e. 

l\1oder11 couples usually start t11cir 111arricd life 'vit11 
a jc>ur11e), a11d t11c11 settle d0\\111 at 11on1e. Cl1arles and 
Sall)' \i\'esle)' started their 1narried life 'vith a fort11ight's 
l1onc)1moo11 at 11cr }Jare11ts' 11ome i11 Gartl1 during ,.vJ1icl1 
tin1e 11c preacl1ed ever)' day-a11d tl1c11 11c 'cl1cerfully le£t 
[l1is] 1)art11cr for tl1c ~{aster's ''\'Ork, a11d rode 011 ... to 
Bristol', \'\rl1ere 11e promptl)' fell ill. Reco\rcri11g a little, 
11e \'\'1·ote defe11sively to his 1Jrotl1cr J01111: 

I 'vas too eager for the 'vorlc, a11d tl1erefc)re bclie\·e God 
checked 111e b)' tl1at sl1ort sickness. . . . ~1ore zeal, 1nore life, 
more J)0\\1Cr, I 11a\·e not felt for so111e )·ca1s; (I ''i 11 Ill)' 

1ne11tionir1g tl1is ma)' 11ot lesse11 it;) so t}1at l1itl1e1 to marxiage 
11as lJcen 110 l1indrance. You \vill hardl)· l1elie\ e it sits so ligl1t 
upon n1c. I forgot ffi)' ,,vife ( ca11 )'OU tl1ir1k it?) as soon as 
I left 11cr. Son1e farther proof I had of nl) heart 011 Saturday 
last, \\'l1e11 tl1e fe\·er t11reate11ed 1nost. I did 11ot fi11d, so far 
as I ca11 sa)', ail)' un,villing11ess to die 011 ac-cou11t c>f ail)' 
I should lca\1e }Jehi11d. Neitl1cr did deatl1 appc<1r less desirable 
tl1an forn1erl)'; \•vl1ich I o\v11 gave me gre<tt pleasure, and 
111ade me shed tears of jO)'· I almost lJcliC\'C, 11othing sl1all 
11urt 111e; tl1at tl1e ,,vorld, and tl1e flesl1, a11d tl1c devil, sl1all 
kee1) tl1cir cli~t,t11rc, or, assaultinO', lea\ c me rnore tl1a11 
co11c1ueror. 
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He \\1as alinost J)a t11eticall )' eager to 1)r0\1e tl1a t 
1narriage, far fro1n unfitti11g 11i1n for 11is SJ)iritu~1l tasks, 
\\'as a \ 1aluable stiinulus. 011 29th A1)ril I 749 11e '''rote 
to Ebe11ezer Black\\1ell: 

A ma11 of lJusi11ess (a11d co11sequc11tl)' l1urr)) like )'OU ca11 
scarce })elic\'C 111c, or I '"'ould assure ) ou I l1a\·e r1ot felt the 
least h urr)' or discomposure of 111ind for some ti1ne l)efore and 
C\'er since i11y 1narriage; '"'l1icl1 I esteem as a sig11al fa,rour 
from Gc>d, a11d a toke11 of good to co1nc. 

Less tl1an a '''eek later, tl1ougl1 still far fro1n '''ell, J1c '"'as 
forcing l1in1Self 011 to J1is duties in I"'c>11do11: 

l\f)' l1eart (I O\\'n) recoils a11d treml>les. I \·Voulcl i1npute it to 
bodil) ,,·eak11ess. l\1 )' tc>o careful frie11ds dissuade 111c fron1 
a jour11e)' ,,·}1icl1 the) tl1i11k I ar11 11ot fit for. Dear ~1[rs.l 
\T[igor] cried over rnc last nigl1t, till sl1e al111ost broke Ill)' 

heart. But I ml1st 21ot 110''' begi11 to favc>ur tl1) self. 

1"'11at t11erc \\'as still an u11s1Jokc11 dc>ubt lurking i11 11i~ 
1nind, 110\\'C\'er, is revealed lJ}' l1is Jetter to Sally fi·on1 
Lo11do11 on 7tl1 l\1ay: 

I 11ever re1ne111l>cr to 11a,·e spoke11 '"'itl1 i11c>re life a11d })O\o\'Cr. 

Every 'vord came fi·c>rn 111)r 11cart, a11d '"'r11t to t11at of all 
l1earers. I ca1111ot l>c sufficient!)· t11a11kful fc>r st1rl1 a \)lessi11g, 
at such a ti1ne, '' 11e11 I 111ost desired it. 

A '"'eek later 11c '"rote: 

011e end of <>ur 1necti11g is cvide11t al1 cad)·-ot1r 1nutual 
suppo1 t a11d con1fort. ... Tc\rer l1ad I a greatrr a1)11rtite for 
labou1-, or 1nore life i11 perforn1.i11g it. . . . \ \"e sl1all l>otl1 
rejoice (I ca11not doubt of it) at our u11io11 l1ere, tl1rot1gl1out 
all eter11it)•. 

In t11c san1e letter occurs a toucl1 of sarcasn1 or is it 

nai'vete? 

Ho''' is it tl1at Ill)' )'Ounger female fi·ie11ds, a11d t11e)' 011l)r, are 
afi·aid ID)' lovi11g )'OU sl1ould l1inder ID) lo\ i11g tl1crn? A little 
time ,,..ill pro\•e tl1e co11trar)'. 
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Alread) 11e J1acl fou11d i11 Bristol 'a s111all, con\·e11ie11t 
J1ouse, £ 1 1 a )'Car, 11ext ~1rs. \Tigor's', but 1rs. G'''t)'n11e 
''ra11ted tl1e1n to delay setti11g UJ) l1ouse for so1ne months 
or possil)l)' )ears. T11is at first see111s to 11a\1e fitted i11 
11iccl)' '' itl1 CJ1arles's \1ie\\'S, for 11e \vrote to l1is l)rot11er, 
'You, I tl1i11k, ''ill 11ot hi11der our li,1i11g as ])ilgrims'. 011 
7tl1 11ay, 110\\ e\1er, 11e an11ou11ced t11at l1e 11ad secured i11 
I~o11do11 a suitalJle scr\ra11t for ',v}1e11 '''e take a l1ouse' 
l1a\·i11g erased tl1e 'if' '"'it11 \vJ1icJ1 }1e l1ad originall)' con1
111c11ccd t11e j)l1rasc. A fe\v da)TS later }1c suggested t11eir 
setti11g UJ) l1ousc after a mo11tl1 or t\\'C> at Ludlovv, \\1l1itl1er 
tl1e G,,.) 1111c fan1ily \'Vere remo\ri11g, and 011 27tl1 11a)', 
11is 1)reacl1i11g tour to f_;o11do11 O\'Cr, tl1e 11ouse i11 Cl1arles 
Street, 13ristol, v•as fi11al1y re11ted. At t11e bcgi11ni11g of 
June l1e rejoi11ed Sall)' at Ludlo''', ai1d tl1e11 took lier on 
a tour c>f tl1c societies, a great \velco111e meeti11g her 
e\rer) '' l1erc. 1"'11e)' rctur11ed to Ludlo\·V i11 ti111e for Jol1n 
'"'csle)·'s \isit 011 1otl1 August, ,,,}1e11 Jol111's sig11ature ''as 
~1pJ)C11ded to tl1e docun1ent sctt1i11g £ 1oo a )'Car on 
Cl1arlcs as l1is share i11 tl1e profits fro1n tl1eir joi11t 
J)U})licatio11s. 

Retur11i11g fro1n Irela11d '"'itl1 Joh11 \i\7c ley '''as Grace 
11urra)', alrcad)' i11 a 111a1111er betrotl1ed to l1i111, t11ougl1 
tl1is \\1as ~lJ)J)arc11 tl) kCJ)t secret. CJ1arlcs tra\clled ,,.i t11 
l1is 1Jrotl1cr ai1d Grace to Lo11do11, 11is tl1ougl1 t a11d speecl1 
re\ ol\ ing all tl1e time around J1is all)p· l"'J1c great spiritual 
l)lcssi11g '' 11icl1 l1is i11arriage l1ad alrcad) lJrougl1t, and 
its i)romise for tJ1e future, '"'ould blind l1is C)'CS to t11e 
fact t11at l1is t'' o co111pa11io11s '"ere t11cmsel\1es '' ar111i11g 
to tl1e sul)jcct. I-Ie returned to Bristol all u11conscious of 
11a\•i11g added fuel to the fire. For altl1ougl1 111ar1iage i11 
l1is O\'\ i1 case certai11l)' see111ed likely to lJe a spiritual aid 
a11d a blcssi11g tc> the 11et11odist cause, for 11is brotl1cr it 
''as differe11 t. }~or 11i1n inarriage '''as u11thi11kable. It 
'' ould ccrtai11l)' be a dereliction of duty, for t11e main 
lJu1 dc11 (>f Jc·aclc1 sl1i}), ,,·J1icl1 entailed ccn15ta11 t i ti11era11C)', 
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rested i11e\1itabl)1 on Jol111's sl1oulders. \~711e11 i11 Dccc111lJcr 
1 748 George '"'l1iteficld l1ad urged that botl1 tl1e \\Teslc)' 
1Jrotl1crs sl1ould 111arr)', CJ1arlcs J1ad 'JJleadcd l1ard for 
[l1is] lJrotJ1cr's exe1111)tio11'. 

Cl1arles ai1d Sall)' \'\' cslC)' set u JJ l1ouse i11 Cl1arlcs Street, 
Bristol, 011 1st Sc1Jtc111lJer 1749, ratJ1cr dreadi11g tl1e 
CXJ)Ccted strean1 of \'i i tors: 

Ho\v the great \'\ orld a11d ''\1e sl1all agree, I ra1111ot sa)·, but 
sl1all see lJ)' a11d })y. If tile)' })Our i11 u1)011 l1s so as quite to 
S\vallo\'\' up our ti1nc, I sl1all rt111 a\Va)' outrigl1t, tc> I ...011don, 
Corn'"'all, TC\\'Castle, lrela11d, or An1crica. 

So l1e \'\'rote to ]~l)CllCZCr Black\'\ ell 011 4tl1 s~1)tc1nbcr, 
a11d sh0\\1Cd tl1e SJJiri t i11 \'\1l1icl1 lie a111)roacl1cd l1is 11e\v 
\ e11ture lJ) quoti11g '1Ja1 t of [J1i JJi1st fa111il) 11) n111': 

God c>f faitl1ful Abral1a111, 11ear 

His fcclJle so11 a11d Tl1i11e; 


In 1"'11)' glorious J)O\VCr a1)1)ear, 

A11d bless ID) just desig11. 

Lo! I co1nc to serve rJ'l1)' ,,ill, 
All 111y f)lessed '":ill to pro\ e, 

l~ircd \.Yitl1 1)atriarcl1al zeal, 
A11d pl11 c 1)1 i111cval lo\ e. 

~1e a11d i11ine I f<1i11 '\ ould gi\·e 
A sac1 ifire to 1"11ee, 

By tl1c ai1cie11t 1nodel li\1e, 
Tl1c t1 ue si1111)licit)'; 

\\1alk a i11 tl1)r ~1aker's sigl1t, 
l~rec fron1 '' orldl)' guile a11d care, 

Praise 111)' i1111oce11t dcligl1 t, 
A11d all tll)' busi11ess J)ra)'Cr.... 

The \\1esle', s first 111011t11 of 111arried life i11 tl1eir o'\'11 
home at Bristol '"ras rudel)' s11attered IJ) 011c of tl1e 
stra11gest 1natri1no11ial e11 ta11glen1e11 ts i11 11istory, i 11 '" l1icl1 
t11e mai11 actors ,,·ere J01111 \'\'e le)', 11is tru ted pr ac11er 
Jolin Bennet, Grace 1urra)', and C11arles \\1esle) 11i111
self. All four ha\rc i11 tur11 l)cc11 blamed for '"·l1~t t \\ras 
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almost certai111)1 a ])e\·vilderi11g i11ixture of i11isu11der
sta11dings, all of'" 11icl1 ha\'e i1ot ) et been resolved. Botl1 
J01111 'ryeslcy a11d J 01111 Ben11ct believed t11emsel\'CS 
e11gaged to Grace 1\1urray, \vl10 did not clearly k110\'\' 
\vl1ere sl1c stood, but '"'as eve11tuall)1 S\'\1ept off lier feet 
a11d i11to tl1e arms of Be1111et lJ)T t11e im1)ctuous Cl1arles. 
Tl1at Charles '\'csley pla11ned to out\'\1it 11is brotl1cr seems 
certain; tl1at lie did so from tl1e ,,·ortl1iest of n1oti\•es 
evc11 more certai11. rfhe tl1ought of11is })rotl1er's marr)ri11g 
at all '"ras bad enougl1. But fron1 t11e e\;dence \vl1icl1 11c 
possessed at tl1c ti1ne it sce1ned tl1at John \\1esle)' \Vas i1ot 
only i11 da11ger of '1narr)ri11g })e11eatl1 J1i1n' but-a mucl1 
more serious n1atter-of bringing sca11dal on J1is 0\'\'11 
good 11a111e a11d tl1at of tJ1c Cl1urcl1. Cl1arles \•isualized 
]1i111self i11 tl1e i·olc of a deus ex 11zaclzi1za, cl1arged witl1 tl1e 
duty of savi11g Jol111 \\7cslcy in spite of 11imself. He acted 
J1astil)1, JJassionatel)', but as t11e 10)1al servant of God. 
His attitude is revealed i11 a letter to Grace ~1urray: 

I•"'ai11 \·vould I l1ope tl1at )'OU can Sa)' somethi11g in )'Our 
dcfe11ce (,vJ1c11 I come to talk 'vith )'Ou) \Vhich 110\\' I k110"" 
not. Hut tl1c case appears tl1us to 111e: 

).rou pro111ised J [ ohn] B[c1111et1 to inarr)' l1i1n-since \\1hicl1 
)'OU engaged )'Ourself to a11c>tl1er. 

I lc>\V is tl1is possible? A11d '"'ho is t11at otl1cr? One of such 
importa11ce tl1at 11is doi11g so disl1011est an actio11 \.Yould 
destroy lJotl1 l1imself and 1ne a11d the ''hole \\'Ork of God. 
It '"'as 011 tl1e \1ery bri11k of rui11; but tl1e s11are is broke11, and 
'"'C are deli\rcred. 

'l\'ildly 11e dasl1ed about: fi·on1 Bristol to Leeds, fro1n 
Leeds to Ne\'\1castle; across cou11tr)' to \\TJ1itel1a\ en after 
his brotl1er; and back agai11 to tl1e Dales a11d • T e'"·cast1e. 
\\

1itl1 Grace ~1urra)1 safel)' inarried to Joh11 Be1111ct 011 3rd 
October, 11c could at last breatl1e a sigl1 ofrelief, and retur11 
\vitl1 an easy conscience to Bristol, preacl1i11g as J1c '"'e11t. 

1.,J1e fact tl1at 11e l1ad co11scie11tiousl)· acted for t11e best 
did not pre\Tent a dangerous f)rcacl1 \·vith 11is stricke11 
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brother. A J)Cace1naker '"'as 011 t11e scc11c, 110V\1ever, i11 
tl1e person of tl1eir for1ner co1nrade George \\ l1itefield, 
'' 110 11elpcd grcatl)' i11 tl1e j)artial cleari11g UJ) of this 
tragedy of errors. So111etl1i11g of Cl1arlcs's 0\'\111 efforts to 
l1eal tl1e '"'ou11d n1a)' l)e sce11 fro111 l1is letters to Bennet, 
letters i11 ,,·hicl1 ..Jol1n \~7esle)' is tl1i11l) disguised as 'our 
fric11d', for far too 1nany letter J1ad alrcad)' gone astray. 
011 8tl1 Ja11uar)1 I 750 l1e ''rote: 

\'\'l1at prO\'Oked our fi·iend to t11at rasl1 ex1)osi11g himself (not 
) ou, or 111e) '"as Ill)' sl10\ving 1ny accou11t to so111c c>f tl1e 
1)reacl1crs. Tl1e11ce t11e E11en1)' took occasio11, a11d urged hin1 
t<> read 11is to ou1 ste,,·ards a11d a fe,v 11101 e. But it is over 
110\'\', a11d all is quiet. _ 

Our Enctll) 's clesigi1 is to induce 11i1n or ) ou or me to 
publisli tl1at affair, l)) a11) inea11~; so to st<>J) t11e course of tl1e 
gospel, a11d scatter tl1e flock. Let us i1ot 1Je ig11ora11t of his 
de\'ices. All p1 i\ ate resent111ent nzust })e sacrificed to pulJlic 
good. . . . I or (~ad's sake, a11d llis pec>JJlc's, possess )'Our 
soul in patic11cc. I 11a\ c a 11ced of patie11ce too. It is a sifti11g 
ti1ne: ) et tl1e Lord '" ai ts to l)e gracious, a11d gives great 
testi11101l)' to tl1e '" ord of His grace. A11d tl1c1 e is a '"ronderful 
revival of tl1c '" ork i11 Lo11d<J11. God forlJid '" c sl1ould <>1Jstruct, 
n1ucl1 less d stro)r it. l3ut tl1is \Vould 1Je the su1 e effect of our 
\ 1 i11dicati11g ourscl' cs. l.1ct us lea\ e it all to I-Ii111, agai11st l1ope 
l)elie\1i11g i11 11ope, a11d sta11di11g still to sec liis sal\ atio11.... 

Our fric11d a11d I l1a\ e agreed to l)tlf) all i11 ol>livion; 
\vl1icl1 ) c>u \\ill be glad to l1ear, for 11is sake. 

I }101)e 111)' last did llOt n1iscarry, \\ l1erci11 I cldviscd )rour 
partt1er ne\·er ne\ er more to '"rite to or C\ e11 to \'\1isl1 to 
co11\'erse '' itl1 . 

Tl1e ashes \\ere still s1noulderi11g, 110\'\·c, er, a11d care 
\vas 11eeded to 1)rC\1ent tJ1eir bei11g fa1111cd i11to a flame. 
011 211d ~1arcl1 l1c ''rote agai11 to Bc1111ct: 

He is not for 1)rinti11g, 11or ever '"ras. Tl1ere )10Ur correspo11de11t 
abuses )'Our crcdulit)r: a11d I ca1111ot excuse 11i1n, \vl1c>ever 11e 
be, of rashness, a11d tl1e appea1a12ce at least of 111iscl1ief-111aking. 
Be 011 ) our guard agai11st sucl1. 

I l1a\ e talked '" itl1 our fi·ie11d at Oxford, a11d fi11d l1im quite 
¥.rilling to lJUl')' all past matters i11 obli,rion. 1.,hi is surely 
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1nost agreeable to the \·vill c>f God. God l1as lJlessed l1is 
labours of l<1te 111ore tl1an C\'Cr. 

Tl1erefore we ougl1t to bear, a11d \vait, till tl1e cock cro'''· 
I suffer all tl1i11gs tl1at tl1e gos1Jel l)e 11ot l1i11dered. 

011 2211d August 1750 Grace Be1111et ga\1e birtl1 to l1er 
first bab)' bo)1, 11a1ned Jol1n after 11is fatl1er. About t11is 
ti111e t11ere see1ns to ha\1e bec11 son1e i11tcrvie'"-', or possibly 
letter, bet\'\1ee11 l1er a11d J01111 V\1esle)'· Cl1arles laboured 
}1ard to 1)re\1e11t an)' furtl1er 1·isk of stirring UJ) 

ine1norics, '"·riti11g to Bennet 011 3rd Septe111ber: 

"\
1ou must pass ai1 Act of Eter11al Obli\rio11 011 all sides: but 

take care i1ot tc> l)ri11g our t\VO frie11ds togetl1er agai11 ! It \vas 
a11 a111azi11g O\rcrsigl1 t both i11 Grace a11d )10u, a11d looked like 
infatuatio11. If )10U regard me as )'Our real frie11d (and I k110\v 
you do), f ollo'"' 111y Cl1ristia11 advice, a11d ne\1er let tl1em meet 
till tl1e)' 1ncct a111011g tl1e sl1eep 011 tl1e rigl1 t }1and. I ca11 
easil)1 co11\rince )'Ou, if it be 11ot self-evide11t, of tl1e 11ecessit)1 

of tl1is ad\rice. 

011 15th December 11e re\1erted to tl1e subject: 

If tl1e Lord Hi1nself l1ad 11ot l)een on our side, \·vell 111a)1 've 
lJotl1 a11d all Israel sa)', 'Tl1C)' l1ad s\vallO\\'ed us up quick, 
a11d by us ourselves destro)1Cd tl1e ,v}1ole \vork of God.' . . . 
It is all 0\1er \Vitl1 our frie11d. Onl)1 me l1e ca1111ot lo\1e as 
l)efore. But I must l1a\1e patie11ce a11d suffer all thi11gs tl1at 
tl1e gospel lJe not l1i11dered. 

CJ1arles \Vas rigl1t in belje,ring tl1at relatio11s bet\veen 
}1i1nself a11d l1is l)rotl1er \Vould ne\1er be quite the same 
again. It '"'as soon to be proved. Less tl1a11 sixtee11 
1no11tl1s after Grace l\1urra)' 11ad bee11 snatcl1cd from 11is 
grasp, Jol1n \\'csley made a11otl1er matrin1011ial \ 1e11ture. 
111 accordance \vitJ1 their })act lie i11forn1ed Cl1arles, \vl10 
\\1rote i11 l1is journal for 211d I~cbruar)' 1751: 

I \Vas thu11derstruck, a11d could 0111)1 ans,ver, lie had give11 
111e tl1e first l)Io,v, a11d l1is 111arriage '"rould come like tl1e 
coup de grace. . . . Groa11ed all day, and several f ollo\·vi11g 
011es u11der 111y O\\'n a11d the people's burden. I could eat 110 
j)lcasa11t food, 11or 1)reacl1, 11or rest, either b) night or lJ)' da). 
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Altl1ougl1 J1c l1ad obser\1ed t11eir agreeme11t tl1us far, by 
infornii11g Cl1arles of J1is i11tc11tio11s, Jolin \i\'esley '\1as 11ot 
goi11g to 1·isk a11y 111ore i11 terfere11ce. A fort11igl1t later, 
l1a\1i11g satisfied lii111sclf tl1at 11is pros1)cctivc '\1ife 'vould 
11ot attempt to 11i11der 11is \·vork for ~1etl1odis1n, 11e n1arried 
tl1e '"'ell-to-do '"idovv of A11tl1on)1 \ Tazeille, l1is brot11er 
not hcari11g about t11c C\1ent till so1nc da)'S later. 

Agai11 Cl1arlcs \\1csley '''as U}) i11 arrns. And agai11 11is 
n1ai11 fear '"'as of t11c u11l1a1JJ))' rc1)crcussio11s '"'hicl1 11is 
brotl1er's n1arriage \\'Ot1ld probal)ly l1a\1e 011 the tfetl1odist 
societies. As far as tl1c u11sui tabili ty of tl1c 1natcl1 '"'as 
co11cer11cd, l1e "as 011 tl1is occasio11 111ost certai11l)1 rigl1t. 
A11other letter to Be1111et, '" ritte11 011 15tl1 ~1arcl1 175 I, 
reflects l1is grief and ;111xiet) : 

You a11d )'Our }Jart11er 111ust make me a1nends for tl1e loss of 
ffi)7 })rotl1er, ... '" l1ose love I l1ave s111all ho1)es of reco\1eri11g 
i11 tl1is \·vorld. But I find Ill)' }1cart k11it still closer to ) ou, a11d 
am 11u1nbly confide11t tl1at 11eitl1er life i1or dcatl1 sl1a.ll lJe 
able to separate us. 

In a for1ner letter I said \-vl1at I thought; a11d upo11 reaso11able 
proof. Long since tl1e11 111y })rother fell i11 tl1e \\'a)' of l1is 
JJrese11t \·vifc. 'I Ia1)P)' is the \'\1ooing, i1ot lo11g i11 Doi11g' says 
tl1e pro\rerb, '•' l1icl1 11 seems \villi11g to \1erify. I lal)our \Vitl1 
all my pO\\'er to quiet the people, a11d (l)lessed be God!) 1ny 
labour is 11ot i11 \1ai11. 

T11at Cl1arles \i\1esley did l1011estly strive to ensure t11at 
the success of tl1is l1ast)1 1narriagc sl1ould not be J)rejudiced 
b)' 11is o'v11 attitudc see111S to be }JI"0\1cd by tl1e follo'"'i11g 
extracts fi·om his jour11al: 

'\7ed. Feb. 27. 11)' l)rotl1er ca1ne to tl1e cl1a1)el-l1ouse \vith 
l1is \vife. I '''as glad to see l1i111; saluted lier; sta)1ed to l1ear 
l1im preach; but ran au.ay wizen he began his apolog;'. 

Tl1urs. 11arch 14. S'aw the necessity of reconciliation witlz 11!)' 

brother, and resolved to save the trouble of u1npires. 1 

Fri.• 1arc11 15. Called 011 Ill)' sister; kissed a11d assured her 
I \Vas perfect!)' reco11ciled to her a11d to Ill)' brotl1er. 

1 Tran cribed fron1 tl1e shortha11d. See 11ote, p. 6. 
F 
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Tues. 1v1arch 1 g. Brought 1ny \vife a11d sister together, and 
toc>k all opportu11ities of sl10\'\1i11g tl1e latter i11y si11ccre respect 
a11d lo\ e. 

• 

... ifrs. J01111 '\'cslcy \vas 11er O\\'Il '''orst e11enl)', 110\\'CVer. 
T\vc11ty )'ears later l1er 1011g-suffering 11usba11d dealt dis-
1)assio11ately \\rJt}1 tl1e accusatio11s \'\1l1icl1 sl1e complai11ed 
l1ad l)cc11 le\rciled agai11st l1cr: 

You sa)' )'OU are accused ... 'of bei11g a \Tixe11'. I do not 
\vell u11derstand tl1e tern1. But if it 1neans a \'\101nan of a11 
u11easy temper, a11d bitter of spcccl1, I can11ot dc11y it. For 
fifty )'Cars I l1a\1C }1ad inucl1 con1merce '"'itl1 lnanki11d: lJu t 
of all \vho111 I ha\1e conversed \vitl1, a11other of so u11happ)' 
a te111per a11d so JJro\1oki11g a to11gue I l1ave l10t kn0\'\'11. 

'"'i t11i11 a fc\v montl1s of their marriage t11is evil temper 
l1ad betra)1ed itselfi11jealous)' 0\1erJol111 ''\7esle)1 's rclatio11
sl1i1)s \vitl1 tl1e '''ome11 in his societies. C11arlcs '\1esle)' 
c11dea\·oured i11 \'ai11 to l1eal t11e brcacl1. i\1rs. Joh11 
\Vesle)' \\1as i1ot an eaS)' \voma11 to handle. A11d sl1e 
l)elie\'Cd tl1a t sl1e 11ad cause for grie\1 a11ce agai11st Charles 
J1i111self. I11decd, i11 the letter quoted al)O\'C Jol111 \¥eslcy 
l1ad suggested: 

1,hc :6rst ol>ject of )'Our jealous)', I })elieve, '"'as my lJrother; 

)'OU \Vas ext1 c1ncl y jealous of lll)' trusti11g hi111 inore tl1an )'OU. 


Ai1otl1er t11or11 in her ftesl1 \1vas Cl1arles \l\Tesley's 
n1arriage settleme11t, \\7 l1icl1J0}111 t11us defe11ded: 

I settled upo11 my 1Jrotl1er and l1is l1eirs a11 hundred pou11ds 
a )'ear out of the 1no11e)r arising fro111 tl1e sale of lJooks (alJout 
t\vo l1u11dred pounds a )'ear). But ol)se1'"\1e. It \Vas 110 inore 
tl1an l1is due. For so inucl1 co111es from t11c sale of l1is 11)'11111s. 

All tl1i11gs co11sidered, it is not sur1)risi11g tl1a t Cl1arles 
'"resle)''s ge11ui11e attempts to pacif)' l1is sister-i11-la\v '''ere 
11ot e1ninc11tl)' successful. After a tin1e C\1e11 Ed'''a1·d 
}lerro11et, \'\ 110 ai)pears to l1a\1e pla)1ed so1ne part i11 
])ringing ~1rs. \ Tazeille and John \VeslC)' together, began 
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to des1Jair of tl1e situatio11, so tl1at in September I 753 
Charles \\1rote to 11is \\1ife: 

I r11et ... r. J>crro11et a11d 11ad inuch 1)ertine11t talk \vi th l1i1n. 
He l1as utterl)' disol>liged a FRIEND of ours lJ)' assuring her 
I '''as 11ot l1er e11e1l1)'; and gi\1es l1er up as al)solutel)r 
u11tractal)le. 

J01111 \\Teslc) s serious ill11ess a n1011tl1 or t\\ro later seemed 
likel)' to bri11g about a reco11ciliatio11. Cl1arles \\'rote: 

~1)r brotl1er e11treatccl inc )'estcrda)', a11d l1is ,,vife, to forget 
all tl1at is past, 011 l>otl1 sides. I since1e(J1 told 11in1 I '"'ould for 
l1is, as '''ell as Cl1rist's sake. 11)' sister said tl1e sa111e. 

~1ucl1 to J1is O\\'Il sur1Jrise, as 'vell as tl1at of others, J01111 
\\'e le)' arose fro1n J1is Stl})})OSed dcat11-lJed. A11d tl1e 
ar1ncd 11cutrali t)r cc>11ti11ucd. 

Henccfortl1 ~1rs. Joh11 \\'esle)' usually appeared i11 
Cl1arles \\ esI(~) 's letters to l1is '' ife u11der tl1e eupl1e111isn1 
of '111)1 best frie11d'. 011 29tl1 A1)ril I 755 lie \\'rote fron1 
Leeds: 

I ain going to lJreakfa t '' itl1 11.iss ... Torto11, \vl10 is as far from 
tl1e spirit of tn)r Best l 1 riend, as l~ast is fro1n \!\/est. \Al}1at sl1all 
)'OU a11d I do tf> lc>\'e lier J,ettcr? 'Lo,rc )'Our enemies' is \Vitl1 
me11 i111possilJle: but is a11)·tl1i11g too }1ard for God? I fear 
)'Ou do 11ot constant!:) })l"a)' for l1cr. I 1nust pray, or si11k-into 
the s1)irit of rcvc11ge. 

111 I 758 he \'\1I"Ote: 

You 'fear a11 intimaC)'' \Vitl1 111)' Best Friend. (Sucl1 I must 
al\Va)'S ackno\·vledge lier.) But I \Vill trust )'OU for tl1at. \\1}1at 
co1111nunication l1atl1 ligl1t \vitl1 darknes ? 

I11 I 766 lie \\'ar11ed Sall)1 
: 

~1y brother and sister '"'ill call on )'OU, I presu1ne, 11ext 
\\1cdnesday. Sl1e co11ti11ues qt1ite placid a11d ta111e. )Tou can 
l>e courteous, \vitl1out trusti11g her. 

E\•e11 as late as 1 780 11c could ,,,rite, 'He11cefortJ1, a Fric11d 
and I shall only meet like t\·vo buckets i11 a '''ell'. 
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It \\1as ''1it11 real k110\'\'ledge of tl1e }1azards tl1at 011 3otl1 
August 1 782 Cl1arles \'\re lC)' pc1111ed son1e t11ougl1ts 011 
n1arriage for l1is so11: 

DEAR C1IARLES, 

If atl)' ma11 \Vould lcar11 to pra)' (the pro\rerl) sa)·s) let l1i111 
go to sea. I Sa)', if a11)1 i11a11 \vould lear11 to pra)1 , let hi111 tl1ink 
of n1arr)1ing. . . . No 011e step or actio11 i11 life }1as so inucl1 
i11fiue11ce 011 eternit)' as marriage. It is an l1eavc11 or a11 hell 
(tile)' sa)') i11 tl1is \vorld: 111ucl1 n1ore so in the 11ext. 

B)' tl1at tin1e l1is 'l)est fi·iend' la)' i11 l1er gra\'e, so t11at he 
refrai11ed fro1n usi11g tl1e olJ\1ious illustratio11 oft11e da11gers 
of a11 o\rer-l1ast)' matcl1. l)erl1aps 11e realized also, to use 
George \'\711itefield's 1)l1rasc, t11at after all l1is brother's 
1narriage l1ad bee11 'o,1erruled for gc>od'. It l1ad certai111)' 
'"'arcled off a11y ten11)tatio11 to settle do,v11. As Cl1arles 
l1ad \'\1ritte11 to l1is \\1ife in I 759, after traci11g a slande1· 
agai11st l1i111self to 'tl1e root of bitterness, 11ry best Jrie1zd': 
'I do 11ot \1vo11der tl1at ITI)' poor })rotl1er tremlJles and 
quakes at tl1e thougl1t of comi11g to Londo11.' 1.,11e ties 
of famil)' rCS])Onsibilit)', t11e alluren1ents of domesticity, 
mca11t i1otl1i11g to Jol111 \\7csley. Tl1e \~1orld co11ti11ued 
still to be l1is })arisl1. Cl1arles did 11ot so easily esca1)c t11e 
dreaded s11ares of n1atrimoil)'· 
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PURGI TG THE PREACHERS 


l\1ETHODIS1'1 l1ad quick1)' take11 fir111 J1old i11 Lc>11don 
a11d Bristol, and bet'" ce11 these t'' o ce11tres J01111 and 
CJ1arles '\lcsle)' '"ere co11sta11tly tra\·elli11g, buildi11g UJ) 

loyal l)a11ds of local 11el1)ers '"'110 aJJ}Jear frequc11tl)' i11 
Cl1arlcs's letter , c1nplo)·i11g also n1ore a11d 111orc lay 
preacl1ers to assist dl1ri11g t11eir al)se11ces. I~or otl1er })laces 
'"'ere cla111011ri11g for atte11tio11-Irela11d, Cortl\\ all, tl1e 
1vfidla11ds, <111cl tl1c "'<>rt11, ,,·J1crc Nc'"'castle ,,vas the tl1ird 
poi11t for tJ1c 1\1ctl1c>di t tria11g11latio11 of E11gla11d. Fro1n 
all sides at ose tl1e c>utrr) fcJr n1orc prcacl1crs, 1norc \1isits 
fron1 011c or otl1er of tl1c '\'esl ) lJrotJ1er . 

Here '"as Jol1n Bc1111et, for i11stance, co1n1Jlai11i11g tl1at 
si11ce l1is rnarriage to Grace l\1urra)' t11e \i\'cslc) s 11ad 
11eglectcd 11i 'rou11cl' in J)crb) sl1ire, Staflordsl1ire, 
Cl1esl1ire, and IJa11ca J1irc. Tactfully CJ1arles e11dea\'Oured 
to }Jacif) l1i1n, '" riting on I st 1\lfa)' 1 750: 

Tl1e u11certai11t)· of Ill) ))rothcr's inotio11s kee1)s i11e i11 sus1)ense. 
If 11e n1akcs ail)' sta) i11 Ireland, I inust 110\ er l)et\\'ee11 Bristol 
a11d Lo11do11 111ea11\vl1ile. Probal)l)1 i11 a 111011tl1 's ti111e I sl1all 
guess \vhe11a1Jot1ts I 111a) begi11 111y jour11C)' 11orth\vard. 

'\!\ l1ether \Ve 11<.tve 'er)' inucl1 i1eglected ) our part of tl1e 
\ ine)·ard designed!;, God k110\\'S'-tl1at is sure; a11d ;ou k110\v 
tl1at \·Ve }1a\re but 011e 1Jod)1 ai)icce, \vl1icl1 ca11 l)e i11 but 011e 
place at a ti1ne. \\ l1etl1er )'OU inigl1t 11ot l1a\1e }1ad an exl1orter 
111ore fi·cque11tl)' spared )'Ou, I ca1111ot Sa)', i1ot })ei11g tl1e 
orderer of their motio11s: l)ut I belic,,e my \)rather inakes the 
111ost of tl1en1, a11d diSJ)C>ses of tl1cm 1nore '' isel)' tl1a11 I or 
) ou could do. The ver)' reaso11, I presu111e, \·Vll)' l1e lea,·es 
)·our 1)arts so n1uch to )70urself is l1is just OJ)i11io11 of )'our 
dilige11ce a11d fidelit)1 • HO\\'e\•cr, l)e 11ot discouraged. Tl1e 
Lord of the 11ar\1est sl1all in liis O\\'n ti1ne se11d ) ou i11ore 
fello'''-lal)ourers. Till tl1en, do all )'OU ca11, '' hetl1cr 111ore or 
less, a11d )·our lal)our \\ill 11ot l)e i11 vai11. 
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1..,,,0 ino11tl1s later l1e \vas still sta\ri11g oft' criticis1n: 

!\1)1 l)rotl1cr·s long a11d dangerous sta)' i11 Irela11d has confi11ed 
i11e to Lo11don a11d Bristol. It ma), be a mo11tl1 still l)efore lie 
retur11s. T11c11 J)Crhaps I inay 1Jegin ID)' jour11C)' to the 11orth. 

'i\'it11 a sigl1 of relief l1e '"'rote 011 l otl1 August: 

11y f)rotl1er is con1e to Bristol, and go11e i111mcdiatel)· to 
Cor11\vall. At 11is retw·11 \Ve shall 011e of us hasten to tl1e north. 

At last on 3rd September 11e could report: '011 !\lfonday 
sc1111igl1t Dl)' })rotl1er sets out fro1n I.Jondo11 for the i1ortl1.' 
TJ1c J)la11 \'\1as altered, l10\'\1e\rer, perJ1a1)s to a\roid t11ose 
con1plications '"'it11 Grace Ben11et ,,,}1icl1 C11arles 'i\'eslC)' 
dreaded. Cl1arles set off instead. Near Isli11gton liis mare 
t111·e,v }1j1n, then fell upon him. T1lis accide11t, \'\1itl1 the 
addi ti on of a painful boil, in\101\red tl1e })Ostponi11g of 11is 
jour11e)'· The i1ortl1 inust \'\1 ait. The follo,vi11g I"'cl)ruar)' 
J01111 '''eslC)' pla1111ed to go, but a fall 011 tl1c ice dcla)1 Cd 
lzis jour11e)-tl1ougl1 it aj)parc11tl)1 11aste11ed l1is marriage 
to 1\ifrs. Vazci11c. To,,·ards the end of 1'farc11 l 7 5 l J01111 
finally made t11e 1011g-dela)1ed \risit to t11e i1ort11, tl1ougl1 
it l1ad to be ratl1cr a l1urried 011e. Sucl1 \Vere son1e of t11e 
difficulties of nlai11tai11ing o\1ersigl1t of t11e c\1er-i11creasi11g 
f\lfetl1odist societies. 

At tl1e c11d of June 1751 CJ1arlcs \\Tesle)' also set out 
for t11c i1ortl1, to tie up the loose ends una\ oidabl)' left 
b)· }1is 1Jrot11er, a11d also to recruit the sorel)' 11eeded 
tra\rclli11g JJrcacl1ers 'vl10 sl1ould take mucl1 of tl1is burd c11 
off tl1eir sl1ouldcrs. Tl1e previous Septe1nbcr J01111 l1ad 
gi,·e11 Cl1arlcs '"'ritten i11structio11s al)out l1is tra\1elling 
duties: 

I '~:isl1 you could talk a Ii ttle ,,,itl1 e\rery preacl1er a11d e\·er)' 
exl1orter tl1at cc)mes i11 )'Our \vay. Perl1aps )'OU ma)' fi11d son1e 
'"'ho arc capal)le of being take11 into the ge11eral '"rork. 

Anotl1cr urgc11t i1eed had arisen i11 tl1e ineantimc, 110'\\'

e\rer, t11at of i11quiring strictl)' into tl1c suitallilit)' of the 
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1)reacl1ers already e1111)loyed. It \vas 1)erl1aps ine\ritable 
t11at in t11cse earl)' )1ears a fe'"' u11stable or un\'\1ortl1)1 1nen 
~11ould l1a,re crc1)t i11to tl1e ra11ks of '\'csle)1's helpers. 
011e of tl1eir i1u111ber, Ja111es 'i\'l1eatle)", l1ad })rougl1t 
Metl1odis111 i11to lJad odour l)y 11is a1nator)1 ad,rc11tures. 
TJ1e t\VO brot11ers l1ad ,,vritte11 a joi11t letter of sus1)e11sion, 
a11d Cl1arles 11ad rccc>rded i11 l1is jour11al: 

It put 1n)1 brother and inc upo11 a resolutio11 of strictly 
exa111i11ing i11to the life and n1oral l)el1aviot1r of e\1ery })reacher 
i11 con11exion '"itl1 us; a11d tl1e office fell upo11 me. 

I11 spite of Cl1arles's so111e'" l1at i1npetuous nature, Jol1n 
felt secure in e11trusti11g 11in1 ,,vitl1 t11is difficult a11d 
respo11siblc task. 1-Ie l1ad already sl10\'\111 11imsclf greatl)' 
co11cer11cd al)out tl1e cl1aractcr a11d abilities of tl1e 
prcacl1crs, a11d l1ad pla)'Cd a sul)sidiar)' part in tl1eir 
statio11i11g. ()11c of l1is sl1ortest letters ]1ad bec11 \vrittc11 
carl)r i11 1 746 to t11at valia11t sto11cmaso11 of Birstall, J01111 

T elso11, t11c~11 statio11ed in Bristol: 

11Y BR01'lil..H., 

You 111ust '"'atcl1 a11d pra)1, labour a11d suffer. ~1)' spirit is 
,,vit11 )rou. )'ou ''ill sho1 tl)r l)c \va11ted i11 Yorksl1ire. 

l~are\\1cll. 

His co11cer11 for tl1c 1)rcacl1ers' \velfarc is also sl10\vn i11 
11is letters to Jose1)l1 Co'' 11le), co111me11ci11g i11 1 749, '' he11 
C0\'\111le)1 '"'as statio11ed i11 Ireland. 011 gtl1 April of t11at 
) ear, for instance, 11e l1ad \'\1ri ttc11: 

l\fy DEAR BROTHER, 


'Tis 11ot possible fc>r us to judge of )'Our differer1ces, till Ill)' 

l)rotl1er secs and 11ears )1ou all togetl1er. I Iis con1i11g, I doul>t 
11ot, '"'ill compose all. You '"'as })ack,·vard i11 '""riti11g. l\Ie11d 
i11 this also. I 1101)e ) ow· soul l)cgi11s to subside. \t\1atcl1 and 
pra)1, t11at )·ou e11ter 11ot tw·tl1er i11to tc1nptatio11. . . . T11e 
Lord bless )'Ou, a11d keep )'OU fro1n all pride a11d self-seeki11g. 

1~·are'" ell. 
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Cl1arles '1\7csle)' '"'as I1ot opposed to lay prcacl1i11g as 
sucl1. 111 1arc11 1740 l1e 11ad take11 TJ1omas ~1axfield 
,,.j tl1 J1i 111 011 a 1)reacl1i11g tot1r, a11d l1ad suggested to 
\ \ 1illian1 Se,vard t11at he too sl1ould begi11 to CXJ)Ound
tl1ougl1 in Se1)te111ber oftl1at )'Car l1c rCJ)Ortcd u11fa,·ourabl)' 
011 Se\vard's Cal\rinistic preacl1ing: 

I ... l1eard l1im \·vitl1 pain. It \vas i1ot so l)ad as I feared, 11or 
so good as to n1ake me l)elie\1e hi111 called to the '"rork. 

(A mo11tl1 later \ i\'illiam Se\\1ard \vas killed \vl1ilst preacl1
i11g, tJ1e first l\1cthodist nlart)'r.) AJtl1ougl1 quite ready 
to ack110,vlcdgc tl1e \'alue of tl1e 11oblc la)' })rcachers of 
1vfetJ1odis1n, 110,ve\·er, Charles '1\'eslC)' '"'as certain!)' not 
pre1)ared to gi\1e t11em carte blanclze. T11e)' mu t lJe kept 
under strict super\1isio11. \'\111e11 ]1e ''as touri11g Cor11\'\'all 
i11 1 746, for i11sta11ce, lie 11ad '"'ritte11 to l1is lJrotl1er: 

Botl1 sl1e1)l1erds a11d sl1eep had heer1 scattered i11 the late 
cloud)' day of persecutio11; but the Lord gatl1crcd them agai11 
a11d ke1)t t11e111 togetl1er by mea11s of so1ne of the 1Jretl1re11 
\vl10 l)ega11 to exl1ort their compa11io11s, so111c 011e c>r more 
in every societ)'· No less tha11 four c>f tl1e111 spra11g up in 
G\venna1). I talked closely '''itl1 each tl1is i11or11ing, a11d 
found 110 rcaso11 to dou})t of their }1a\ring f)ee11 11scd b)1 God 
thus far: advised, a11d charged tl1em 11ot to stretcl1 tl1emselves 
be)1ond t11eir ineasure by spcaki11g out of tl1e society, or 
f ancyi11g tl1emselves n1i11isters or pul)lic teacl1e1 s. If the)' keep 
\\1itl1i11 tl1eir l)ou11ds, as tl1ey 1)ro1nise a11d I })elic\'C, they ,,,ill 
l)e useful in tl1e Cl1urch: a11d I ,,·ould to God all tl1e Lord·s 
people \\1cre sucl1 prophets as t11esc ! 

So it '\as tl1at in 1751 Jolin \'\1eslc)1 e11trustcd to his 
brotl1er tl1c \1ital task of touring E11g]a11d '" itl1 the SJJCcific 
J)UrJ)OSe of '1)urgi11g tl1e preacJ1crs', of i11quiri11g i11to tJ1eir 
qualificatio11s for tl1e \vork a11d dis111issing t11osc '"'ho 
were u11satisfactor)'· Cl1arles kept careful journals of l1is 
acti,rities, \vl1ic}1 J1e sent periodically i11 l~11gtl1)r letters 
to Jo1111. J?ron1 Leeds 11e '"rote, i11 sl1ortl1a11d: 
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I see ever;' day the wisdo11z of not li1niting r1z;1self. Here is such an 
open door as co1npels rne to staJ1; and 111)' chief design for corning 
see1ns like!:)1to succeed. .Aficlz. 11enuJick is here. I keep lzirn witlz rne, 
that 1 111ay fully prove hi1n. 1 slzall do nothin.l!, rashly, and believe 
11othi11g without full proof Th1ee 1nore wo1nen 1 have found out, 
l.l'ho11z the sheplzerd [i.e. Jai11es '\1l1eatley] lzas ivellniglz devoured
rather 1 should call lzinz a wolf in sheep's clothing. 

J01111 urged l1is 1Jrotl1er to n10\ e cautious!)', for fear t11at 
tl1e)' sl1ould be left \i\'i tl1 C\'e11 fc\\'Cr J)rcacl1ers. He ad\rised 
lenienC)' \\1l1cre a 1)rcacl1er \\'cts i11con11)etc11t, thougl1 not 
i1nn1oral, sa) i11g ''\'e 1nust l1a\'e a SUJ)pl)'; a11d of the 
t\\'O, I prefer grace lJeforc gifts'. To \i\1l1icl1 Cl1arles 
re1)lied: 
Are 11ot 1Jc)tl1 i11dispe11sal>ly 11ecessar)? Has 11ot tl1e cause 
suffered, in Irela11d CSJleciall)', tl1rougl1 tl1e i11sufficier1C)' of the 
Jlreachers? Sl1ould '"'c 11ot first regulate, refor111, and bri11g 
i11to discipli11e tl1e Jlreacl1ers '"'e l1a\·e, lJefore '"'e look for n1ore? 

. ' 1\Tl1ilst l1c '"'1s at J,,eeds, Cl1arlcs fell da11gcrousl)' ill 
\i\'itl1 a fe\·cr. 011 Su11da)', 28tl1 Jul)', l1e \\'rote: 

I rose at eight, lJut \Vas fo1 ced tc> lJed again by ten. A sl1ivering 
fit sl1ook i11e n1ost "·iole11tl)' for t\-\'O hours, l)ut did 11ot J)re\rent 
ID)' dictati11g to S [ <1ral1] J>e11 i11, \Vl10 '"rote Ill)' co11fused 
tl1ougl1ts co11ccr11i11g tl1c state of tl1e Cl1w·cl1. To me tl1ey 
see111ed n1aterial, if tc> i1011e el e; a11d I could i1ot deliver ITI)' 

o'"'n soul ur1lcss I left tl1c111 1Jcl1 i11d i11e. 

Tl1ese 'co11fused tl1ot1gl1ts' \\'ere appare11tly e11sl1ri11cd i11 
a lo11g letter to l1is frie11d I"'ady Hunti11gdo11, \l\·l1icl1 \i\1 cnt 
astra)' a11d ca1ne i11to 11is 1Jrotl1cr's l1ands. As a ca11did 
(t11ougl1 ma) be i11corrcct) diag11osis of tl1e grO\i\'i11g 1)ai11s 
fro111 \i\1l1ich 11et11odis1n \\1as sufferi11g, it sl1ould lJe quoted 
at so111e lengt11: 1 

I must leave )'OU my 111ind i11 fc''' \vords. U11less a sudden 

re1nedy be fou11d, t11e Jlrcacl1ers 'viii destrO)' the \\'Ork of God. 


1 1,11c \Cl) fault)' spelling of thi dictated letter is corrected. Although 
headed 'Leeds Agu t )C 4. 1752' there is little doubt that the date should 
reallv b<-" 1 i5 I. '1 he letter opened by announci11g that hi rarlier attempt 
to un1n1arize the po-,ition had had to be abandoned becnu e of hi illnes . 
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\i\7}1at 11as 'vell11igh rui11ed 1nany of t11e111 is tl1eir bei11g taken 
fro111 tl1eir trades. . . . The ti1111er, lJarl)er, thatcher, forgot 
l1imself, ai1d set UI) for a ge11tlema11, a11d looked out for a 
fortu11e, 11aving lost tl1e ortl)' 'Va)' of 111ai11tai11i11g himself. 
So111e l1a\re l)ee11 })etra)1ed by pride i11to still greater sins, a11d 
arc (u11less stopped in tin1e) to do the De\1il far 1nore service 
tl1an C\1er tl1cy did God. Soine ha\1e falle11 i11to grievous 
cri1nes and must therefore be put a'va)'· \\That '"'ill then 
l)econ1e of tl1em? \i\7ill the)' 11ot cause the sa111e co11fusio11 
t11at is 110,"r i11 \i\7ales? \i\'ill not each set up for 11imself, and 
make a 11ew party, sect, or religio11? Or supposing \VC l1a\re 
authorit)' e11ougl1 to quasl1 tl1em \vl1ile '"'e live, or \vhile my 
l)rotl1er a11d I li,re, ,v}10 can stOJ) tl1e111 after our death? 
It does 11ot satisfy ID)' conscie11ce to say, God look to that. 
\\1e 1nust look to that no\v oursel,res, or '"'C ten1pt God.... 

1"'11e 0111)' effectual \vay i11 ID)' judgemc11t is to set t11em to 
\vork agai11, to pro\1e tl1e1n heartil)1 ,v}1ich l1as a11y grace left, 
a11d \vl1icl1 J1as not; '"'110 is sent of God, and 'vl10 of flesh and 
l)lood, sloth, pride, and the Devil. . . . 1.,l1e man '" 110 consents 
to lal)our at times at l1is calli11g pro\1es l1is obedie11ce a11d 
l1umility l)oth to us and the Cl1urcl1; he stops tl1e mouths of 
gai11sa)1Crs; relie\1es the poor people of that i11toleral>le burden; 
a11d if God \Vitl1dra\vs His gifts, lie is })ut \vhere 11e \Vas ])efore. 
If God co11ti11ues to use l1i111 . . . l1is trade [leaves] l1im no 
vacant ti111c for sau11tering, gossipi11g, a11d courti11g; and if 
l1e is i11cli11ed to inarr)', the Church is spared from being 
llurdened '"'it11 l1is 'vife and cl1ildre11. 

f\'1)' proposal then is tl1is: 
l~,irst, tl1at e\1Cr)' preacher t11at l1as a trade return to it 

(except a \'Cry fe\\' '"rho ca11not); that l1e lal)ours \Vitl1 l1is 
l1a11ds like Paul Green\\rood [or] T. \\7estall l>y day, and 
preacl1 1nor11i11gs &c [sic], tarr)1ing at l1is O\\ n place of abode 
a11d the 11eigl1bouri11g to,vns; that nO\\' a11d tl1e11 l1e lle per
n1itted to make ai1 excw·sio11, or perhaps take a journey to 
dista11t societies, and then retur11 to his trade agai11. 

Seco11dl)', tl1at no future preacl1er })e e\1er taken fro1n his 
})usiness or 011ce i)ermitted to preacl1, till tl1e J)Oint is set ho\v 
l1c is to ))e 111ai11tained. 

1"'11irdly, that 110 011e l)e allo\ved to prcacl1 \\1itl1 us, till n1)' 

l>rotl1er a11d I 11a\·e heard 11i1n '" itl1 our O\\'Il cars, and talked 
full)' with l1im, a11d if 11ecds [l)e] to keep l1im \Vith us 
SOlllC cl tys. 

1""11ese c1l e SOI11C of 1ny first rude tl1ougl1ts 011 t}1c occasion. 
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1,hc closi11g 1)art of tl1i letter \ 1 e11 turcd 011 e\'en i11orc 
dangerous g1:ou11d: 

The second reaso11 \vl1icl1 I l1ave for i11sisti11g 011 tl1e lal)ourers 
keepi11g tl1emsel\·es ('" l1icl1 I ca1111ot 111e11tic>11 to ID)7 l)rotl1er 
lest it should })e a reaso11 \Vith l1i1n against it) is, 11a111el}', 
[thatl it \\1ill l)reak }1is J)0\\1er, tl1cir 11ot de1)endi11g 011 }1i1n for 
bread, a11d reduce 11is aut11orit)' \vitl1i11 due })ou11ds, as ''rell 
as guard agai11st that rasl111ess a11d crcdulit)r of 11is, \vl1icl1 has 
kept n1e i11 cor1ti11ual a\\ e a11d l)o11dage for 111any )'ears. 
1,l1erefore I s11c1ll i11sist 011 tl1cir '"'c>rki11g as tl1e 011e })Oi11t, 
tl1e si11glc co11ditio11, of Ill)' acting i11 concert '"1itl1 11i1n. 
Because '"itl1out this I ca11 ncitl1er trust tl1em 11or hi111. If he 
refuses I \vill give IJc>th prcacl1e1 s a11d societ)1 to 11is sole 
manage1ne11t, for t11is rui11 sl1<1ll not be u11der Ill)' l1ands. 
If he co1n1)lics, I l1C>J)C to take up my cross a11d lJear it 111ore 
cheerfull)t than e\·er I l1a\·e do11c herctc>fore. 

As 1nigl1t be e ·pectcd, '"'J1c11 t11is Jetter stra)·ed i11to .Jol111 

'''esle) ,s J1a11ds it C\ <>kcd so111c sl1ar1) '" ords of rclJuke. 


Tc,·ertl1elcss, a co1111Jro1nisc \\as e\·c11tuall) rcac}1cd '"'l1icl1 

e11alJled Cl1arles to co11 ti11ue i111)art11cr 11i1) \\ i t11l1is1Jrotl1er. 


Ila\•ing u11burdc11cd 11i1nsclf to I"ad) Hu11tingdo11, a11d 
11a\1i11g 1·eco\ ered l1is strc11gtl1 a lit tie, Cl1arlcs co11 ti11ued 
'" itl1 his i11\ '- stigatio11s. ()11 5tl1 August J1c ,,·rote fi·o111 
Leeds to 11is brother: 

\\"e11t to the Roo111 tl1at I i11igl1t hear '"itl1 111) O\\rn ears 011e 
of'" 11on1 n1a11)· st1 a11gc tl1i11gs l1ad bcrn told 1nc. 1 I attc11ded 
diligc11tl) i11 a little roo1n adjoini11g. 13ut such a preacl1er 
l1avc I 11evcr l1eard, a11d 11opc I 11ever sl1all again! It \Vas 
be)1011d all descri1ltio11 ! I ca11't Sa)' he pr ached false doctrine, 
or true, or a11) doctri11c at all, but pure u11mi ·cd 11011sense. 
Not 011e se11te11ce did 11c utter tl1at could do the least good 
(to?) atl)' 011e soul. No\\T a11d the11 a text of ScriJlture or a 
verse-quotation ''as dragged i11 b) (tl1e?) l1ead a11d sl1oulders. 
I could scarce refrai11 fi·o111 stoppi11g 11in1. . . . I-le set 111)1 

blood a-gallopi11g, and tl1rC\\1 111e i11to sucl1 a S\\'Cat tl1at 
I expected the fe\rer to fol lo'"'· . . . Of this I am infallibl)' 
sure, that if e\1er he l1ad a gift for preacl1ing, l1e has now 
totally lost it. 

l ?\1ic11ael Fen'' ick. 
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A 'veek later J1e \·vas at Te\'\1castle, '"·riti11g to Jol111 Bennet: 

\Tour last l1el1)ed 011 the '"'ork of God for \vl1icl1 1--Ie has se11t 
inc i11to His \ 1i11e)1ard at tl1is time: and it supplied n1e '"·ith 
111ore abu11da11 t proof of R. G. 's utter un,,·ortl1iness to preach 
the Gospel. I l1a\re accordi11gl)1 stopped }1i1n, a11d shall 
to1norr0\\1 sc11d hi1n })ack to l1is proper busi11ess. A fi·ie11d of 
ours (\1vithout God's cou11sel) i11adc a prcacl1er of a tailor. 
I, \vitl1 God's l1elp, shall 111ake a tailor of l1i1n agai11. 

You \vill 11ot (I a111 persl1aded) rejoice i11 C\'il, but in evil 
J)rC\'C11tcd a11d good secured 1))' tl1is thi11g. A11d pra)1 ear11cstl)' 
for i11c, tl1at tl1e IJord ma)' guide and direct i11e i11 111y 1nost 
important co11cern-to purge tl1e Cl1urcl1, bcgi1111i11g \\1i tl1 
the labol1rers. 

l~or tl1is end, I sa)' agai11 in God's 11a1ne, come and help 
n1e. On ( tl1c?) 6tl1 of Septen1bcr I trust to see Leeds: on 
'\'ed11esda)1 , Se1)tembcr I 1 tl1 to i11eet i11 cc>11fcrc11ce as i11a11)' 
of tl1e Jlreachers as ca11 be got togetl1er. Bri11g ) ou all )'OU 

ca11; a11d gi,,e 11otice e\·er)"'vhere I l1a\'C silc11c d a11other 
sca11dalous preacher, a11d sent a third })ack to his trade. 

One of t11e 1)reacl1ers \·vas 11arr0\'\1l)1 re1)rie\1cd i11 res1)011se 
to t11c 1)leadi11gs of tl1e Re\'. \\Tillia111 Gri111sl1a'"·, ,,}10 
gatl1ercd 'vi tl1 tl1e otl1ers for tl1c co11fere11cc at Leeds. 
Cl1arles \\'rote fron1 Gri111sl1a'"''s \'\•ifc' s 11on1c: 

J~,,·ood, Sept. I 6. 
DEAR B[ROTl-IERJ SHENT' 

I leave t11is '''Ord of 11otice 'vitl1 you for our so11s in the 
Gospel, (as?) Assista11ts or Preacl1ers in a11y degree. 

At tl1e desire of a \ 1er)· dear a11d f<titl1ful brotl1er, I l1a\1e 
co11se11ted to let \\1[illia111l Dfar11C) l prcac-11 a1no11g our 
cl1ildre11 as heretofor:e, altl1ougl1 I })rlie,·c l1is SJ)irit is still ,,·}1ole 
and u11l>roke11. But on t11csc conditions I conse11t: 

1. ,.fl1at l1e does not rail, or SJ)eak agai11st a11)·011e, 1nuch 
less arl)' lal)ourer. 

2. Tl1at l1e does not l)eg off our JlCOJ)le. 
3. That l1e does not print an)1 more of l1is 11011se11se, and 
4. Tl1at l1c does not introduce tl1e use of his doggerel 11) mns 

i11 a11y <>f ow· societies. I can11ot i11 co11scie11cc agree to his 
putti11g 11011se11se i11to their mouths. I11decd the)1 thc1nsclves 
\vould 11ever consent to it. But l1e l1as utterly refused to 
pro111isc forl)eara11ce: tl1erefore I l1a \'C 1)ro111i ed l1i111 tl1a t i11 
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'vl1atsoe\1er societ)' of ours l1e uses his O\v11 verses, in tl1at 
society he shall preacli 1zo nzore. 

'\'itness ID)' l1a11d. C. '''· 

J01111 Bcn11ct ]1ad attended tl1is Leeds co11ferc11ce i11 
I 751, but J1is 0\\'11 alrcad)' sus1)icious 1ni11d \Vas soo11 
l)ei11g i11fluc11ced 1)) t'vo of tl1e disaffected preacl1ers 
'"'l1om CJ1arles \'\' csle)' l1ad dis111issed, a11d '' 110 i111me
diatel)' started circulati11g sla11dcrs a])out 11im. 1,11ere 
sec1ns to l1a\rc bec11 a j)Ossibilit)' tl1at tl1e lle\r. \'\'illia111 
Grin1sl1a\\' l1i111sclf 1nigl1t be e tr,t11ged. Attcr stri\ri11g all 
l1c could to J)fC\ c11t Be1111ct's lca\•i11g tl1e 1v1etl1odists, 
Cl1arles "'r<>te sadl)' to l1in1 011 18tl1 !\1a)' I 752: 

!\1Y DEAll DROTiiER, 

... I a111 told tl1at ) ou l1a\rc spokc[11J mucl1 evil of me, 
UJ)011 Tratl1r11 ·s a11d '"yeb's testimo11) : but I ca1111ot, ''ill 11ot 
l)elie\1e it, till I l1a\'e ;our O\\ 11 a11S\\ er, if t11cse tl1i11gs are so? 

'!\1at1)' l1ea''Y tl1i11gs' ()'OU '"'rite) 'l1a\'C l)ee11 laid l)otl1 to 
111y cl1arge a11d 111) l)rotl1er's, and otl1er preachers 110\v 
lal)ouring ''itl1 us.' 

I k110'" ro ONE of our 1)rcachers NO\o\7 ,,,}10 can l)e justly 
cl1arged ,.vi th si11: if )'OU or ail)' 111a11 docs, I sl1all t11ank )'OU 
for i11for1ni11g nlc of tl1c fact. '" itl1out p1oof I ougl1t 11ot to 
recei\1e an accusation against at1)' of tl1en1. 

!'.1.y })rother sta11ds c>r f<tlls to l1is 0\-\111 1\1aster. 
If either 1"'rathc11 or \\el) s1Joke those 'ile tl1i11gs of ine 

(,,r}1icl1 I J1a\'e latel)' l1eard of) ,.v}1ile I \•Vas i11 tl1e cou11t)', 
and )'OU did 11ot a1)prise ine of tl1e1n, I sl1ould ask, Is tl1is 
tll)' kindness to tll)' fi ie11d? Is tl1is thy justice? Is it doi11g as 
)'OU '·vould })e do11e b)', or as I l1a\1e acted to\vards )'Ou? 
I 11e\1er l1a\1e, a11d trust I ne\1er sl1all, belie\1 C evil of )'Ou, or 
ail)' testimo11y \vhatsoe\1er, till I l1ave give11 )'OU an opportu11ity 
of anS\\'ering for )'Ourself. 

Till I k110\v all tl1e. particulars, I can 0111)7 gi\•e a ge11eral 
ans,ver. And I do utterly de11)1 all ,,,}1icl1 I l1ave l1itherto 
11eard laid to ID)' cl1arge l))' ),Our t\vo fou1-111outhed i11for1ners. 
Ii'riends )'OU '·vould 11ot call tl1e1n, if )'OU k11C\V tl1e1n.... 

I an1 ( a11d ca1111ot l1el1) 1Jeing) 
)'our faitl1ful, 1Jut afflicted, frie11d, 

Bristol. C. \'\' esle)'. 

1\1ay 18. 
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To tJ1c end of }1js da)'S Charles '\Tesley co11tinued 
a11xious to i1npro\·e t11e sta11dard of l\fetl1odist JJreacl1i11g, 
e\1en tl1ougl1 l1e '''as some\vl1at caustic at times in l1is 
expressions of disaJJ}Jr0\7al. In a sl1orthand addition to 
a jour11al sent to J1is brotl1er in OctolJer I 756, l1e ga\re 
11is i1111)ressions of a Scottisl1 preacl1er statio11ed in 
y·orkslure: 

Alex. Cc>ats is co1ne. lie 1na;1 have both sense and grace: but I wish 
he had a little more utterance. I a11l of George 11 "/zitefi-eld's 1nind, 
that lze will never do for Leeds. lie is a barbarian to 112e, I arn sure, 
for I can't understand one word in three u•hich he speaks. 

111 Decc1nbcr 1772 l1e \Vrote fron1 Bristol about one of 
tl1c most fan1ous of his lJrotl1er's lay preacl1crs, t11at 
1)ioncer of An1erica11 .1et11odisn1 \\1110 \Vould JJrcacl1 \\1itl1 
11is dra\\111 S\\1ord laid across tl1e ope11 Bible, Captai11 
Thomas '¥ebb-tl1ougl1 again l1is reinarks '''ere careful!)' 
sl1rouded i11 sl1ortl1a11d: 

1,.our captai1z has done nzuch good: because God sends b;' wlzom He 
will. He is a strange rnan, and very 1nuch of an enthusiast. Cannot 
you persuade lzi1n to keep lzis abundance of visions and revelations to 
lzi11zself? At least not to publislz the1n indifferently to all. I have 
heard lzinz 1n;self He has rnuch life and zeal, thouglz far fro11z being 
a clear or good preacher. I believe ;·ou n2a;' depend 11pon his account 
of America. 

' i\'rjti11g to Joseph Benso11 a fe\\' mo11ths later, 11e clescribcd 

Captai11 ''\'ebb as 'an i11ex1Jcrie11ccd, 11oncst, zealous, 

lovi11g entl1usiast'. 

Co111parati\1ely fe,v of Cl1arles \Vcslc)1 's letters to tl1c 
itinera11 t preacl1ers of 1'1etl1odis1n appear to have sur
,.j,·ed. Tl1ere is evidence t11at 11e kept regularl)' in toucl1 

\Vith a 11umber of tl1cm l)y corres1)onde11cc, C\ c11 duri11g 
J1is later years, \vhe11 tl1e sI1ado\v of 1nisu11dersta11di11g 

l1ad crept }Jet\'\ een tl1e1n. 1"'o Joseph Bradford, re1)orting 

from Ireland John \1\1esle)1 's serious illness and expected 
deatl1, l1e replied: 
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Bristol, Ju11c 29, 1775. 
DEAR JosEP11, 

Be of good cheer: tl1e Lord li\1etl1; and all li\1e to I-Ii111. 
Your last is just arri\1ed; and cuts off all }1ope of ID)' 

brother's reco\·ery. . . . Tl1e people l1ere, a11d i11 Londo11, 
and e\·er)' place, are S\vallo\ved up in sorro\v: lJut sorrO\\T a11d 
death \·vill soo11 lJe S\·vallo\\1ed up i11 life everlasting. 

You \\1ill lJc careful of ID)' 1Jrotl1er's ]Japers, etc., till )'DU 

sec 11is executors. God shall rC\\'ard your fidelit)' a11d Jo,,e.... 
Yow·s of tl1e 2otl1 I l1ave tl1is 1110111e11t received. It 011ly 

confir1ns 111)' fears. l\1y })rother (soo11 after )'OU \vrote) in all 
prolJa\)ility e11tered i11to the jc>y of l1is Lord. Yet \vrite agai11, 
a11d se11d the JJ,trticulars. I l1a,,e 11ot (a11d 11cver more shall 
}1ave) strengtl1 for sucl1 a journey. "I'l1e Lord prepare us for 
a speedy re1no\1al to our l1eave11l)' cou11tJ·)1 ! 

I11 tl1c sa111c ) car lie \\'l·ote to Tl1omas Ra11ki11 i11 A111erica, 
\\'l1erc tl1e lc>t of tl1c 1et11odist preacl1er \\1as ai1)1tl1ing 
but sin11)le: 

1\1arcl1 1, 1 775. 
M 'l DEAR 13R01'1iER, 

1"'o spare )rou tl1e expe11se, I delayed ai1s\veri11g )'Our letter; 
lJut I lJear )'OU al\\'ays 011 Ill)' l1eart, a11d rejoice \vl1e11 tl1e 
Lord blesses )'OU \Vitl1 success.... 

As to tl1e JJublic affai1 s, I '" ish ) ot1 tel be likc-1ni11dcd '"'itl1 
1ne. I a111 of 11eitl1er side, a11d )'Ct of lJotl1: on tl1e side of 

Je\v l~11glar1d, a11d of Old. I>ri\1ate (~l1ristia11s are excused, 
exe111pted, pri\1ilcged, to take 110 part i11 ci\ ii troubles. \~e 
lo\'C all, a11d pray for all, '"''ith a si11cere a11d i1111Jartial lo\1e. 
l~aults t11cre 111a)1 l>e 011 bot11 sides; lJut sucl1 as neitl1er )rou 
11or I ca11 ren1cd) . 

One of tl1c last letters he '''rote, 011 13tl1 Januar)1 I 788, 
\\1as a fric11dl) 11ote to Sa1nuel Bradl)ur11, tl1e '!v1et11odist 
Den1ostl1e11es' \\1110 ,risitcd l1in1 011 11is deatl1-bed and 
1)reacl1ed l1is fu11eral sern1on, descrit)i11g l1i111 to a frier1d 
as 'a great Divi11e, \\ritl1out t11e least co11 tempt for t11e 
n1eanest of J1is bretl1re11'. Cl1arle ·s letter co11sisted largely 
of requests to l)e kept in toucl1 'vith tl1e nC\\'S of ~1etl1odist 
preacl1crs a11d their ,,rj,res, thougl1 11c '''as resig11ed 
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to the fact tl1at l1e l1imself \vas out of tl1e n1ai11 strean1 
of events: 

DEAR SAM, 

Se11d, if )'OU ca1111ot })ring inc \\'Ord, 110\v )1our So1)hia farcs? 
\1\7}1ether J\1rs. 13rittlc1 is l)rOt1gl1 t to l)ed, and of \'\rl1at? Ho'v 
}1c does? Ho\\' the Go\1er11or, a11d J. Atla)·, a11d Sa111 1"'ooth. 

I an1 1Jecon1e as a dead 111an out of 1ni11d, a11d an1 cc>11tent. 
Se11d n1e t11e l1istor)' of )'Our Co\rena11t I1ight. I '"'ould glad!)' 

joi11 )'OU in re11e\vi11g tl1e Covc11a11t at \\Test Street.... 
\i\'l1at da)' does lll)' l3(rot11cr set ott?)t for Bristol? or \vl1ere? 

\'\7hc11 tl1e Dr.? [Cokel. 
Adieu. 

AJ thoug11 e\1e11 t11e JJreacl1er \\ 110 differed fro111 Cl1arles 
\~esle)' realized l1is sterli11g si11cerit)1

, l1is self-effacing 
l1un1ili1:)1, a measure of estra11ge111e11t came alJout bet\'\1een 
t11e1n. Tl1e cause \'\1as 11ot ail)' deficienC)' in the inorals or 
abilities of a fe''' JJreacl1ers, but tl1e tende11C)' of a gro\\1i11g 
11un1ber to fa\1our a breacl1 ,,,i t11 the Cl1urch of E11gland. 

I J>robably the \vife ofJeremiah Brettell. 
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E\1EN lJcfore tl1e first l\1etl1odist Co11fcrence l1ad lJeen 
11eld Cl1arles \\ c le) l1ad '" ar11ed l1is elder brotl1er agai11st 
tl1e da11gcr of tl1c ~1etl1odists dcserti11g 'tl1e old sl1i1)', as 
tllC)' lJotl1 called tl1e inotl1er C~hurcl1. 011 5th l\1arc11 
r 744, u11der tl1e in11Jendi11g sl1ado\'\7 of \'\7ar a11d ci\ril 
disturbances, J01111 \\1eslC)' l1ad \\'ri ttc11 a lO)'al address to 
tl1e Ki11g. T11e follo'"·i11g da)' Cl1arles re1no11strated '"'it11 
l1i111 b)' letter: 

l\1y o lJjection to )'Our address in tl1c 11an1c of tl1e ~1etl1odists 
is, that it \VOuld co11stitute us a sect; at least it \·vould seenz to 
allow that ,,.c a1 e a bod)' di ti11ct fron1 tl1c 11atio11al Cl1urch, 
\·vl1ercas ,,.e are 0111), a sou11d }Jart of tl1at Churcl1. Guard 
agai11st tl1is. 

He11cefortl1 Cl1arlcs ''\'csle)' 1Jclic\•ecl tl1at 011c of l1is 111ain 
tasks \\ras to J)rC\ e11t 11is 1Jrotl1er, a11d inc>rc CSJ)CCially tl1e 
la) 1)reacJ1crs, from discardi11g tl1eir allegia11ce to t11e 
Establisl1cd Cl1urcl1. liis 1751 i11q uir)' i11 to the character 
of tl1e 11et11odi t preacl1crs '"as follo'' cd f))' '' ri tte11 })011ds 
of agreen1ent 1Jet\\'Cc11 tl1e \'\'eslcy lJrot11crs a11d tl1e 
preachers, 011e docun1e11t dra\\ 11 UJJ b)· Cl1arlcs l1i1nself 
011 16tl1 ~1arcl1 1752 f)i11di11g tl1e sig11atories 'ne\rer to 
lea\·c tl1e con1n1u11io11 of tl1e Cl1urcl1 of E11gla11d \\1itl1out 
tl1c co11se11t of all \\1l1ose i1a1ncs arc subjoined,. 

For a ) car or t\VO t11i11g \\1e11t fairly s111ootl1l)1 • Tl1e11 
tl1e subdued i1n1)atie11cc of tl1ose 1)rcacl1crs ,,,}10 i11 self
dcfc11ce l1ad J1ad to lice11sc t11c111scl\·es as J>rotesta11t 
Disse11ters bega11 to rC\'CaI itself OJJe11l)', and e\•e11 J01111 
'¥esle)' '"'ondercd \vl1etl1er after all lie \\1as 111aki11g a 
n1istake i11 kee1)i11g U}) 11is a1)1)eara11ce of lO)'alt)·. To\\1ard 

G 
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tl1c e11d of 1754 t11e JJattcr11 '" 11icl1 \A:as to be ai1ned at for 
thirt)7 )'Cars 1nadc itself clcar-ad111inistratio11 of t11e 
Sacra1ne11ts by 11:ctl1odist }Jrcacl1ers, ''ho 1nigl1t C\7en be 
ordai11cd lJ)' J01111 '\'csle)', )'Ct all ''ritl1ou t an)' a\·o,,·ed 
scparatio11 fro111 tl1e Cl1urcl1 of E11gla11d. Cl1arlcs \\'esle)· 
'"rote i11 l1is sl1ortha11d <liar) : 

Oct. 17. Sister J\facdonald first, and then sister ClaJ, inforrned 1ne 
that Charles Perronet 1 gave tlze Sacranzent to the jJreachers 11 ralslz and 
Deaves, and then to tzt1elve at sister Carder's, in the A1inories. ... 

Oct. 19. I was uiith nry brotlzer, who said notliin~ of Perronet 
except 'J1 "e have in effect ordained al1ead;.' He urged me to si[?n the 
preachers' ce1 ti.fieates: was inclined to lay on lzands, and to let the 
jJreachers ad11zi12ister. . .. 

October 24. 11'as with rn; brother. lie is wave1ing: but willing to 
wait before he ordains or separates. 

A fc\'\7 \veeks later '"'e find him tr)·i11g to 1nustcr some 
dcfe11ders to t11e cause of tl1c Church of E11gla11d. He 
'"'rote to tl1e Re''· \t\1alter Sellon, formerl) a :\1etl1odist 
preac11er a11d a master at Kings'" ood Scl1ool: 

I l1ave see11 )'Our 11011est fricndl)r letter to C[harles1I>[erro11et1, 
for \vl1icl1 I t11a11k )'OU l)otl1 i11 bel1alf of 111) self a11d tl1c 
Church of England. 

)Tou see tl1rougl1 l1in1 a11d l1is fello\'\'S. Pride, cu1 s~d pride, 
has per\1erted l1i1n a11d tl1e111, a11d u11less the IJ01 d i11terposes 
'"'ill desti·o)· tl1e '' ork of God, a11d scatter us all as sl1ee1) upo11 
t11e mou11tai11s. 

In your fidelit)' to ID)' old ho11oured ~1otl1er ) ou a1 c a n1a11 
after 111y O\\'Il l1eart. I al\·vays loved )70U, lJut tlC\ c1 SC.) 111ucl1 
as no\·V. . . . 1-lo\v u11like the spirit of poor l't>11 <>11et a11d l1is 
associates! '\'l1at a J)ity sucl1 spirits sl1ould h£l\C atl) i11flt1ence 
0\1er ID)' brotl1er! 1"'l1e)' are co11ti11uall) urging l1im to a 
separation. Tl1at is, to pull dO\\ 11 all he 11as lJuilt, to put 
a S\·vord in our enemies' 11ands, to desti·o) tl1c '"(>I k, scatter 
tl1e flock, . disgrace 11i1nself, and go out-like tl1e s11uff of 
a candle. 

May I not desire it of )'OU as a delJt you o\ve tl1e 1\1ethodists 
a11d n1e, and tl1e Cl1urch, as '"ell as 11im, to \\Tite hi111 a full, 
close, plain tra11script of ) our heart 011 tl1e occasio11? . . . 

l Son of the \ icar of Sho1chan1 . 

• 



\\'F SLE'\:T 
 93 

I sta11d alc>nc, as ot1r preacl1ers i111agi11e. Ne\1ertl1eless the 
Lord sta11ds lJy 1ne. l~ai11 \·vould tllC)' tl1rust inc out, t11at 
tl1C)' 1na)· carr)· all l>cfore t11cin. 

()n I 4tl1 Dcrc1nlJcr J1e J)lcadecl '"'i tl1 Sellon once 1nore: 


\\rite agcti11, a11d SJ)arc i1c>t. l\1)' ])rotl1rr took 110 11otice to 
111c of your letter. Si11ce tl1e l\1elcl1iscdechia11s ha\'C bee11 
taken i11, I ha\"C })ee11 excluded (f1 om] 11is CalJi11ct Cou11cil. 
·1 lie) k11<>\·V 111e too ''ell tc> ti ust 11i1n '" ith 111e. He i co111e so 
far as to l1elie\;e cl SCj)aratiC>ll quite la\\ fu}, 0111)• J10t )'Ct 
CXJ>edier1t. 1'}1C) cll'C i11defatiga}J}C i11 Ul gi11g }1in1 tC> go SO far 
tl1at 11e 111 l) riot l)c al>lc to retre,1t. I Ic 111a)' la;1 012 lzands, sa)' 
tile)'' \\ i tl1 tlt ~('}J.ll clti11g. I c}1, Ige )'C)ll kee1) it to )'Ourself 
tl at I .sta zd ·n d,,ubt of hi11z: '' l1icl1 I tell ) ou tl1at )'OU 111ay pray 
fi>1 l1i111 tl1c 111orc ca111estl), a11d '"rritc to l1i1n tl1c 111orc plai11l)'· 

Srl1011's letters l1acl tl1cir cflect, a11d i11 l~clJruar)' i 755 
( J1arlrs cc>t1ld \\ 1 i tc 111ore cl1cc.~rful I) about 11i lJrotl1er: 

I-le has spoke11 as st1011gl)1 of late i11 l>r-l1alf of tl1c (~l1urcl1 of 
I .. ngla11d as I could '"·ish; a11d ever) \\d1crc declares lie 11evcr 
i11tends t(> lca\'C 11e1. 

Tl1e follc)\\i11g Cc>11fcre11rc dealt at lc11gtl1 \\'itl1 t11c 
r1 uestio11 of se1>,11 a tic>11, a11d C~l1arlcs '"'rote J1ome to 
11is ,,jfc: 

I left tl1e bretl1re11 in co11fe1 e11ce-lJut l1ad quite e11ougl1 of 
them fir t. )yet I dc>11't repe11t 111)' trc>ttlJlc. . . . All agreed 
not to se1)arate. S(> tile \i\'OUil<l is }1ealed~sligl1 tl)'. 

'Sligl1tly.' lfe still feared for tl1e future, a11d took tl1e 
JJrccautio11 of con1pili11g a list of tl1osc prcac11ers })resent 
at tl1e Co11fere11ce \\ }10 fa\'C>ured ad111i11i teri11g tl1e Sacra
n1c11ts. Tl1e postscri })t to 11is letter, '" ri t te11 fi·on1 Rotl1er
l1am, sl10\\'S tl1at l1e '"as detcr111incd to take acti,·e steps 
to safeguard tl1c Cl1urcl1: 

I l1a\1e delivered 111)' 0\\111 soul i11 t11is socict)1 , a11d exhorted 
tl1em to co11tinue stedfast in fcllo'"·sl1ip '"'itl1 tl1e Cl1urch of 
I:ngla11d. 1.,11e same cxl1ortatio11 I l1ope to lea\ e ''ritl1 C\'Cr) 

sc>ciet)· t l1rougl1out tl1e la11d. 011 sucl1 a11 occasio11 ) ou ,,·ill 
cl1eerfull) SJ)are me. 
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To\vard tl1e e11d of ~ifa)' l1e struck a IlC\\' lJlO\\' for tl1e 
Cl1urcl1, rc1)c>rti11g to l1is '' ifc fro1n Lo11do11: 

On ,.l~l1ursday I read ITI)' E1)istle a second tin1e, to a cro\vded 
audie11ce, a11d )'Csterd~ty at tl1e \vatcl1-11igl1t. Seve11 11u11dred 
arc sc11t l))' tl1is da)r's can·ier. 

TJ1e rcfere11ce ,,·as to one of }1i inost in1porta11t letters, 
tl1ougl1 tl1is ti1nc a letter in \'Crsc, tl1e first sucl1 to lJe 
])Ublisl1ed, e11titled A1z Epistle to the Revere1zd ..\1r. Joh1z 
J1'eslQ', by Charles 11 "esle.;1, }Jresbyter of tlze Clzurch of England. 
It \Vas t11rougl1out ai1 appeal for lo)Talt)' to tl1c Establisl1ed 
Cl1urcl1, con1n1c11ci11g: 

11 )' first a11d last, u11alie11al)]e frie11d, 
A lJrother's tl1ougl1ts '"'itl1 due regard atte11d.... 
l~~ar fro111 tl1e factious, undisccr11ing cro,,·d, 
J)istressed I fl)' to tl1ee, a11d think aloud; 
I tell tl1ce, \vise and faitl1ful as tl1ou art, 
,.I'he fears and sor1·0\\'S of a lJurdened heart, 
1"'he \VOrki11gs of (a 1Jli11d or l1ea\1enl)·) zeal, 
A11d all IU)' fondness for the Church I tell, 
1"'11e Cl1urc}1 \\'hose cause I ser\re, ,v}1ose faitl1 a1)1Jrove, 
\i\711ose altars rc\rcre11ce, and \Vl1ose 11a111e I lO\'C.... 

A fe'"' j)hrascs 111ust u11doubtedl)' 11a\'e 1nadc J0}111 \'\' eslC)' 
feel uncomfortable: 

\\
1hen first sc11t fortl1 to n1i11ister the '"·ord, 

Sa)r, did \\TC 1)reacl1 ourselves, or Cl1rist tl1e Lc>1 d? 
\i\'as it our ai1n disciples to collect, 
1"'o raise a part)', or to found a sect? ... 

Its full effect 011 l1is brotl1er· is difficult to g<1ugc, tl1ough 
i11 June Charles recci,·ed some rat11er test)' letters fron1 
11i1n, i11cluding 011e J1i11ting tl1at C\ c11 sc1)aratio11 migl1t be 
i1ccessar) \'\1l1e11 tl1e Bis1101) of Londo11 could cxcom
111u11icate a preacl1cr for not 11a\Ti11g a Iicc11cc-'Wc l1avc 
110 ti1ne to trifle!' 

During tl1e folio'' i11g montl1s Cl1arles \\'cslC)' enlisted 
t11c supJ)Ort of otl1er C\'a11gclical clerg) men, i11cludi11g t11e 
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Re\'. San1uel \'\1alker of Truro, Jol111 \\1eslC)''s co11fida11t, 
to \\rl1on1 11c '''rote fro1n 13rist(ll 011 7tl1 August I 756: 

RE\'ERENI) AND DEAR Sll~, 
~1)' l)rotl1cr is co1ni11g 11itl1er le> a co11ferencc \\'itl1 his 

1)reacl1ers. A11othcr letter fi·om )'OU 1nigl1t, b)' tl1e l)lessi11g of 
(;od, co11firn1 11i111 i11 his calling. IIc sce111s i esolvcd to 
temporize \\'it11 tl1e111 110 1011gcr. l\fr. Grimsl1aw is co111ir1g to 
tre11gthe11 l1is l1ar1ds. \ \~e sl1all 11avc a })fi\1ate cc>11fcre11ce 

lJefore tl1e gc11eral 011c. 
I sl1ould l1a\'e 1>1 oke11 c>fl" fro111 tl1e !\1cthodists a11d 111)' 

brc>tl1rr ir1 I 752 l>t1l ft>r tl1c agrcer11e11t. I t11i11k C\1cry })reacher 
sl1ould sig11 tl1at agi rrn1ent or I ·a,·e u<;. \\'l1at I desire of in)r 

lJrother is :-1. 1'11at tl1c t111sou11d, u11rcc<>\'erablc preachers 
sl1ould l>c let depa1 t just 110\\. 2. '"I'l1at tl1e \Va\1cri11g sl1ould 
l)c cc>11fir111ed if }JC)SsilJle, ancl c-stal)lis11c<l i11 tl1eir calli11g. 
3. 1'hat tl1e sou11cl c>r1cs sl1c>t1ld l>e received i11to tl1e strictest 
unio11 a11d C(>11fidc-11cc-, aJ1cl <ls soc>11 as 111a)7 l)C 1)rcpared 
for Orders. 

,.ro tl1is e11d Ill) l)rc>tl1cr 01Jgl1t, i11 tn)' j11dgme11t, tc> declare 
a11d a\'O\".', i11 tl1e stro11E?;est a11d 111ost C"J 1)licit 111a1111er, l1is 
resolutic>11 tc> Ii' e at1d die i11 tl1e cc>1nn1t111ic>11 (>f tl1e Churcl1 of 
Engla11d. ) . rl'o tc1kc all prOJ)t'r 1)ains to illStruct a11d gt'()Ulld 
ll(>tl1 his 1)reacl1e1 s a11d his fic>c k i11 tl1e same- a treatise is 
111uch \·\'a11ti11g 011 tl1is st11Jjcct, \\ l1icl1 J1e 111ight \\'lite a11d 
spread tl1rc>ugl1 all l1is societies. 2. 1'c) '"ait \i\1itl1 ine 011 tl1e 
arcl1l>isl101), '" l1c> l1as desired to see l1i111, and tt>ll l1i1n our 
\\'hole dcsigi1. 3. '"J'c> advise, a fa1 clS t}lC)' tl1i11k prc>per, \\'itl1 
such of ot1r brctl1rc11 t11e clcrh')' <1 k110\\' tl1e trutl1, a11d do 
11otl1ing '" itl1c>ut tl1cir apprc>l>atic>11. 

111 l1i() 11cxt letter to '\'alkcr J1c admitted tl1at: 

La)·-preacl1ing, it inust l)c allo\\ ed, is a 1)artial separatio11; 
and ina)', \Jut need 11c>t, e11d i11 a t<>tal c>11e. 1'11c prol)al>ilit)' of 
it l1as nladc 111e tre111l>lc for )'Cars past, a11d ke1)t 111e fi·o1n 
lea,,,i11g tl1e 1'1etl1odists. I sta)' 11c>t so n1t1cl1 to de> good as to 
preve11t c\·il. I sta11d in tl1e \\'a)· of 111) b1 C>tl1rr' · \1iole11t 
cou11sellors, tl1e object l)otl1 of tl1eir fear a11d 11atc. . . . T11e 
restless pai11s of bad i11cn to tl1rust 111e out fro111 the l\1et11odists 
seems a 1)lai11 argu1ne11t for 111)' conti11l1i11g \\'itl1 tl1en1. 

Charles n1a11agcd to gai11 a fe,,· nl(>re signatures to l1is 
docu1ne11t lJi11di11g JJreacl1crs tc' tl1e CJ1urcl1, tl1ougl1 tl1c)T 
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\\
7erc still 0111)' a titl)' fi·actio11 of the \\ 11olc i1u111iJer. The11 

ca1ne tl1e Co11fcrencc of 1756, \vl1osc 'haJ)j))' issue' l1e 
reportccl to '~'alker i11 the \\'Ords of l1is })rotl1er's 1na11u
scri1)t accot111t ('"' l1ich seems to ha\'C disa1)pearcd, tl1ougl1 
it is ]J~trtl)' quoted i11 John '\'cslc) 's Journal): 

' ••• \\
7c after\\'ards spoke large!)· c>f keepi11g u11itcd to the 

(~}1urcl1; a11d tl1ere 'vas no disse11 ting \•oicc, })ut all ,,·ere k11i t 
togetl1er i11 011e inind a11d one judgment. 

1'11e sul>ject \vas rest1n1ed 011 tl1e scco11d a11d tl1ird days; 
a11d 111)r l>rc>ther a11d I ended the co11fere11ce '"ritl1 a strong 
decl~1ration of our resolution to live a11d die i11 tl1e com
111unio11 of tl1e Cl1urcl1 of E11gla11d. \\'c all una11i111ousl)1 

agreed, that \vl1ilst it is }a,,rful or })Ossil>le tc> co11ti11ue i11 it, 
it is un}a,vful for us to lea\'C it.' 

Tl1e letter co11ti11ucd: 

~1ea11ti111e I tl1i11k ,,.e l1a\7e cause to l)e tl1a11kful tl1at hitl1erto 
tl1e Lord l1atl1 l1clped us. Sata11 I trust l1as dc>11c l1is \vorst . 
. . . ~tf)r l)rotl1er seen1s fartl1er fi·on1 a separation tl1an ever.... 
He l1as also t1ndcrtake11 to ,,·rite a treatise to co11firm tl1~ 
~1etI1odists i11 tl1e Cl1urch. Next ~1<>nday I CXJ)CC't to set out 
for tl1e 11ortl1 on tlze sarne errand. 

'\Tri ti11g 011e of l1is periodical rCJ)Orls <>f tl1is 11c>rther11 
jour11C)' to 11is \)rotl1er, Cl1arlcs added i11 sl1c>rtl1a11d: 

111/zat jJassed between ;·ou and rne about 01daining, if_lOU ha e forgot, 
I lL1ill never re1nind ;·ou of. . . . J\reither shall I dz J1ute u itli ;·ou 
ivlziclz is the greatest friend of the Church. 1"ou gaze 1n ~real pleasure 
by insisting, I am of the tu. o the 1nost likely to leaz it. ..\to t .~lad 
a1n I to belieze ;•ou: and if ;ou stand b; it, it iJ great 1nattert I) 


uhether I leaz;e it or no. 


Altl1ougl1 Cl1arles '"'eslC)' \\a co11scious tl1at l1is O\~ 21 

zealous eff(>rts 11ad \Varded off danger fc>r tl1c ti1nc bei11g, 
lie k11C\'\7 tl1at dilige11ce '''as still 11ccc sar)·. On 23rd 
OctolJer I 756 J1c '"'rote to J1is l)rotl1cr, agai11 i11 l1c)1 tha11d: 

Afr. J1'alller's letter deserves to be tlzorour:hly con idered. 1"our 

ansu'er I assent to. One on!;> tlzin,t; occu1s to 112e nozv rLhich 1n(t;ht 

prevent in great nzeasure tlze 1nischiefs that zvill probably e1zsue after 

J our death, and that is, greater, 1nuch greater d lz ~ ratiun and ca, e i z 
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admitting preachers. Consider seriously ij. we halle not been too eas;', 
too liasty in this 112atter. Let us jJra;1 (;od to slzozJJ us if tlz£s lzas not 
been the p1 incipal cause ivh)' so 1nan;1 of our preachers lzave so la1nent
ably rnisca11ied. Ought any new /Jreacher to be received before uie 
know that he is grounded, not only in the doctrine we teach, but i1i 

discipli12e also, and particularly in the co1n1nu12ion of tlie Churcli 
of England? . . . 

I have but 01ie thing 1nore to offer at present. ls it not )'Our duty to 
stop Joseph G"ownle; and (such like?) from railing or laughing at 
the Church? The short rernains of m; life are devoted to this very 
thing, to follozv )'Our sons (as (,'harles }Je11 onet once told 1ne we 
should follow ;·ou J zt itli buckets of u·ater, and quench the flame of 
strife and division wlziclz they haze, or 1na; kindle. 

T11e sa1nc inessagc J1e \\as 1)roclai1ni11g botl1 i11 his 
i1reacl1ing a11cl i11 11is 1)astc>ral letters to tJ1c societies, 
ucJ1 as tl1at to tl1e I.1eeds !\1ctl1odists: 

I knr'"' })cforel1a11d tl1at tl1e Sa111Jc.tllats a11d Tobial1s '"'ould 
lJe grie,yed \vl1e11 tl1e) l1card tl1ere ''<ls a 1na11 come to seek 
tl1e '' elfa1 e of tl1e Cht1rrl1 of l .111gla11d. . . . l3t1t let not tl1eir 
sla11ders 100\ e )'C>U. Co11ti11uc i11 tl1e c>ld sl1i1). Jesus l1at}1 
a fa\ our for c>ur Cl1urrl1, a11d is \\'011de1 full) visiti11g a11d 
rc\ri\ i11g JI is \\'C>rk i11 J1cr. 

\"ictor)l' seemed 11ear. 1n O\'c1nlJer I 7 5 7 CJ1arles '"rote
T 

to Ho'"·ell IIarris: 


Our fiiend l1as abri·ccd '" i th 111e to call in his licenses: I i11ean, 
t<> stc>1) tl1e preachers frorn qt1alif)·i11g tl1e111sel\'CS for Disse11t
ing l,eacl1crs. I llclie\ e the only uay to keep tl1e111 stead)· is 
tl1e 1)ra) er c>f fai tl1. ()t1r Lord 11as stre11gtl1e11ed Ill)' }1a11d lJ)' 

a full. persuasio11 tl1at all thi11gs s}1all \-Vork together fc>r good 
fc>r tl1e furtl1era11cc of }iis Gos1)el. 

!11 I 7 59 lie '''as tur11i11g 11is attc11tio11 fi·o1n rebel ~1etl1odists 


to S) 1npatl1etic clerg), telli11g his ,,rife of a sacramental 

ser\ ice held at I..1ad) I-Iu11ti11gdon's, a11d addi11g, 'Tl1e 
co11\ crtcd clerg) ''ill be 111ulti1)licd l))' t11e time my 
1Jrotl1er a11d I fi11ish'. 

1,l1e11, quite suddc11l)1 , tl1c stor111 broke. 111 Februar)' 
Ii6c> tl1r(•c tru"tcd pre~1cl1cr at. ~or,,icl1, Jol111 :t\furli11, 
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Paul Gree11\'\'0od, a11d Tl101nas 1\1itcl1ell, 'vere persuaded 
to ad111i11istcr tl1c Sacrament of tl1e I"'ord's SujJJJer. John 
\\'esley J1eard of it just lJefore 11e left Lo11don for Irela11d, 
but did 11ot sccn1 u11dul)' disturbed, inerel)· asking Cl1arles 
to go a11d sec \\'l1at \\'as 11appe11ing. \Vl1e11 tl1C)' n1et at 
SJJitalficlds Cl1apcl 011 tl1e e\re11i11g of 211d ~1arc11 C11arles 
11a11ded t11e fo1lo,\1ing letter to 11is brotl1er, \\7110 simpl)' 
}Jasscd it lJack after glancing tl1rougl1 its co11te11 ts: 

})EAR llllOTllER, 

I ]1a\1e tl1ougl1t a11d pra)·ed alJ011t going to N[c>r\vicl1l, and 
a1n read)' to go; l)ut 11ot 011 a fool's crra11d. )tour \\'a11t of 
resolutio11 )'CSterda)' has sa\1ed you rcadi11g a lo11g letter. Did 
)'Ou gi\•e ~1 [urli11] a11d l1is fello\\'S tl1c least cl1eck? Did )'OU 
l>la111e tl1e111 in tl1e sligl1test '"'ord? \\'hat must be tl1e con
seque11ces? rI'l1e rest, secure i11 )'OUr \Veak11ess, \\1ill do \\'}1at 
tl1ey list; '"·ill sooner than )'OU arc a\varc folio\\' tl1e example 
of tl1osc tl1ree, and dra\\' as man)' disci1)les after tl1em as they 
ca11, i11to a for1nal separation. 

If )'Our '"'eak co11scie11ce \\7ill i1ot let )'C>U to11ch them, ,,·hat 
sig11ifies 111)' goi11g to ~or,,·icl1? Yc>tt \vill 11ot sta11d l))' i11e: 
)'Our fear or dissi1nulation \viii tl1rO\\' all tl1e ))la111e upc>11 111e, 
or perl1a1)s diso\v11 n1e. '\'..et for yot1r sake and tl1e })CC>ple's 
tl1is I \Vould do. \\1 rite a letter l))' me to the 1)reacl1crs, \\'hat 
)'OU \vould l1a,•c thc111 ai1d 1ne to do. J3la111c tl1r111 as strongl)' 
as )'Our co11sciencc ,,·ill let )'OU. Otl1erwisc )'OU l>et1 a)· them 
a11d all tl1e preachers. \'ou l>etra)' )'Our C>\v11 autl1orit)· and 
our cl1ildre11, a11d our Chw·cl1, and arc the Author of tlie 
Separation. 

I see Ill)' first step, ,,·J1icl1 is to secure this J)COJ)le first. The 
Lord, I doul)t 11ot, ,,·ill direct a11d keep n1e. 

\Tou 111igl1t ans,,·er tl1is fi·o1n tl1e first place )'OU St(>p at. 
Can )'OU fi11d i11 )'Our l1eart to speak \'\'C>rd to11ight of 

conti11uing i11 the Cl1urch of E11gland? 

TJ1e c]1allengc of tl1c last se11tc11ce, so Cl1arlcs rC])Orted to 
}1is ,,,ifc, 11ad some effect, 'for it extorted a fc\v ,,·ords of 
exl1ortatio11 to sta)' i11 tl1e Churcl1'. But tl1cre \vas i10 
cl1ance of co11\•ersatio11 after tl1c scr,·icc: '1ny IJest frie11d 
'''as \\'aiti11g f<>r J1i1n, so '"'e shook l1a11ds, and 1)arted in 
sile11ce'. '"I'l1c fc>llo,,·i11g da)· lie co11ti11ucd: 
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~1)' B[rotl1er]'s fi11al resolution (or irresolution) is 11ot to 
meddle '"'itl1 tl1c Sacred Ge11tle1ne11 at ...or\vicl1 till the Co11
fere11ce, i.e. till tile)' are confir111ed i11 tl1eir O\Vll e\1il of pride 
and practice, a11d till t11e)' l1a\1e poiso11ed all tl1e preachers 
and half the flock. 

At the Co11ferc11cc, I i)rcsun1e, l1e '"·ill 1)11t it to tl1c \'Ote 

\vhetl1er tl1e)' l1a\1e a rigl1t to adn1i11ister. '1'11e11 )))' a large 
111ajorit)' tllC)' co11se11t to a sc1)aratio11. 

1~~i,1e i11c>11ths' i11ter\•al \\'C l1ave to do \vl1ate\1er tl1c Lord 
directs }))' \Va)' of J)re\re11tion. If I am to sta11d in tl1e gap 
110\\' as for111erl)', I sl1all l1a\'e stre11gtl1 of J)ody gi,rc11 111e, 
a11d stre11gtl1 of grace. If I ca1111ot act i11 tl1e spirit of 
lo\'C a11d l11eek11ess, I 'vill go aside i11tc> a rc>r11cr for 111)' 
fe,v re1nai11ing cla) s .... 

T11e 11'ast-da) lnust keep ll1C i11 tO\\'D till tl1c 1 7tl1. \1\rl1etl1er 
I shall the11 l>e se11t to ...Or\vich, <>r else\\l1cre, I see 11ot ) et. 
But I expect a l>US) time of it-a11d 110 tl1a11ks for 111)' pai11s. 

Fi,·e 1no11tl1s' i11ter,·al! lic started usi11g it spcedil)'· 
A stro11g letter '"as se11t off to l1is 1Jrot11cr: 

Upo11 tl1e ,,·}1c)lc I a1n full)' J)CJ st1aded alnzost all our J)l cacl1ers 
are corrupted alread)·: 1nc>1 c ai1d 1ncn e ''ill give tl1e Sacra1ne11t 
and set UJ) for tl1e111selv<: s, cve11 l>efcH c '" c die: a11d all except 
tl1e fc'"' tl1at get ()rdcrs '"'ill tt1r11 J)isse11tc1 s l)eforc or after 
our deatl1. 

You 111ust \'vi11k \cry l1ard l1<>t tc> sec all t11is. Yc>tl l1a\'C 
co11ni\1ed at it too, t<)<> 1011g. 13ut I JlO\'\' c,111 UJJC>11 )'<>lt in tl1c 
11ame of God to cc>11sider '''ith i11e, \\'l1at is to l>e dc>11e? First, 
t<> pre\·e11t a scparatio11. 2. 1"'o sa\·e tl1e fe"" u11corru1)ted 
preacl1ers. 3. 1'o 1nake tl1e best of t11osc tl1at arc corrupted. 

To se\'eral of tl1c preacl1ers tl1cn1 cl,·cs '' c11t 1)leadi11g 
letters. To J01111 Jol111so11: 
It 11as l)een said that our preacl1crs 1na)' })a})tizc a11d a(ln1i11ister 
tl1c Lord·s Sup1)er without separatin.t!, fronz the G~lzu1cli of l~ngla12d. 
But are llOt tl1esc l\\'C> inseparal>le? A 111a11 n1ay sl1ut l1is O\\'ll 

e)'CS, a11d fa11C)' 110 <>11c else ca11 see. But l))' so decei\ri11g 
m)·self, can I decei\•e others? If m)' 1Jrotl1er a11d I co1111i\'e 
an)' 1011ger, 11ot 0111)' a separatio11, })ut g~11eral ccn1fusio11 inust 
sl1ortly e11sue, a11d tl1e '"'ork <>f God 1Je de tro)·cd.... 

'1"'11e)' sl1all 1)rosper, '"·ho love her.' If )'OU lo\ c fler, )'Otl are 
11earer a11d dearer tc> 111e tl1an all tn) 11atural rr lations. I look 
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upon )'OU as i11ore t11a11 111)1 })rother, fi·ie11d, or son. I acknO\\'
ledge Jll)'Self )'Our \villi11g scr\•a11t, )'Our affectio11ate fatl1er, 
)'Our cter11al debtor. All I ca11 do for )'Ot1 as to soul, f)Od)·, 
a11d estate, I C>t1ght, I '"'ill do, the Lord })ei11g 711)' 11clper; a11d 
11cithcr life 11or deatl1 shall se1)arate )'OU from 

)
1our i11,·arialJle fi·ie11d 

C\\' 
Or again, to 1 1icl1olas Gill)ert: 

I s11all tell )'OU n1y 1ni11d plai11l)', l)ccause I lo,·e )'OU. !\1)1 soul 
al)}1ors tl1e tl1ot1gl1t of separati11g fi·o111 the Cl1urch of .r:11gland. 
Yot1, a11d all tl1e preachers k110\v, if Ill)' l)rother sl1ould C\'Cr 

lca\'e it, I should leave hi1n--0r ratl1er /ze 1ne. \\rhile )'e 11a\'C ail)' 
grace rc1nai11i11g, )'e ca11 i1ever desire to part us, \·vl101n Gc>d 
l1atl1 joi11cd. You \\'Ot1ld ratl1er \vai\'C )rour right if )'C>u l1aci 
it (\\l1icl1 I al>solutel)· de11y) of ordai11ing )'Oursel\·es priests, 
tha11 occasio11 so great e\1il. . . . I 11e\1er 1)rofessed a fricnd
sl1i1) a11d pro\1cd false to ID)' 1)rofessio11. I i1e\rer (tl1at I kno\v) 
forgot a ki11d11ess do11e 111e. )·ow· fidelit)' to the Cl1urcl1 of 
E11gla11d, altl1ough )'Our dut)·, I sl1all acc~1)t as tl1e greatest • 

kindness )'Ou can })OssilJl)· shc\v me; })C)'011d an)' personal 
])e11cfi t \\rl1atsocver. 

His \\·ifc '"'as a little J)Uzzlcd about tl1c exciten1c11t tl1at 
filled l1is letters to l1cr, a11d l1e had to cx1)lai11: 

'!\'c l1a\1e allo,,·ed ow· la)r })reachers lo take c>t1t licc11ces as 
Dissenting l)rotestants. 1.,o tl1e Go\1er11111rnt tll<:')' tl1eref<.>rc sa)' 
'\\

1e are Dissenting i\1i11isters'; to the i\1ethodists tl1ey say '\'\'c 
are llOt J)isse11ters, })Ut true 111en1})ers of the (~}1urc}1 of 
Engla11d.' 1"'c> a presS-\\'arra11 t or persccuti11g j tt~ticc the)' sa} 
agai11 '\\'e arc Disse11ters'. 1.,o 1ne at our i1cxt (.cJr1ferencc 
tl1ey '"·ill u11sa)' it agai11. 1'his is tl1cir si 11ccrit) , a11d 1ny Lrotl1er 
applauds tl1eir skilCul11ess-a11d }1is O\\'J1. 

111 tl1is inter1)retation 11e \Vas certainly u11fair, })etra)·cd l))' 
11is si11cerc lJut almost fa11atical zeal fi>r t}1e Cl1urcl1. 111 
similar terms l1e '"·rote to \ralia11tJ0J1n .i. Tel 011: 

I tl1ink ) ou are 11c> \\'Cathercock. \\'l1at tJ1j11k you tl1c11 <>f 
lice11si11g ) c>ur elf as a Protestant Dissenter, a11d l>dptizi11g a11d 
admi11isteri11g tl1e Lord's Supper-and all tl1e \I\ l1ilc callir1g 
)'Ot1rself a (~}1urcl1 of l~11gl,111d-111an? Is tl1is hcn1f'st? cc>11
sistent? just? Yct tl1is is the practice of SC\1eral c)f ot1r sc>11s i11 



\'\1ES1...EY IOI 

the Gospel, e\1c11 of so111e '"·}10111 I 111ost lo\rcd, ai1d most 
depe11dcd ui)on.....Jol111, I lo,,e tl1ee fron1 111)' heart: )'Ct 
rather tl1an see tl1ce a l)issenting 11i11istcr, I '' isl1 to see t11ee 
s1niling i11 tl )' cc>ffin. 

111 \'\ riti11g to Cl1ri~to1)l1cr l{OJ)})Cr l1c 11ot 0111)' rc
en1pl1asizcd l1is C(>11sta11t clai111 tl1at it \\as qt1itc J)Ossil)lc 
for tl1e suita lJlc 1)rcacl1crs to l)ecomc clerg)', 1Ju t anS\\'Cred 
some of HoJJ})(•r's gric,·anccs about SUJ)Cra1111t1ation, sl10\v
i11g 110\\' tl1C)' su })ported 11is O\v11 j)OSitio11 in t11is matter of 
SCJJaration: 

~1'\,. DEAR BROTIIER, 

\"ou justly obscr,,e, it is i1ot in)' ,,·ay to l1ear 011e side 0111)·; 
11eitl1cr () c>u n1igl1 t add) to ans,,·er )'Our rcaso11s b)· stop1)i11g 
)'Our i11c>utl1. 

)"ou t,tlk reaso11 i11 )'Our last, rea c>11 '" l1icl1 can11ot lJe 
a11S\\ ered. At least I flatter 111) self sc>, l>ccause ) c>u speak 
tTI)' \'Cr)' l1ra1 t. 

\"ot1 l1a\ e 11ot l)rr11 suffered to speak: ) ot1r cc>1nplai11ts ha' c 
l>ee11 sligl1ted: ) our rc~1so11s llot a tte11ded t(>: ) (>t1r olcl '' orn-out 
l>rctl1re11 l ft to t11c parisl1. 

''\ 11at 1nuc;t be ) our e11d?. T11is c1t1rsticn1 ougl1 t to l)e 
asked co11siderecl urged~i11sisted 011-till it be a11S\\'Crcd to 
) our full satisfactic>11. 

Here is a poc>r !\1etl1odist preacl1er, '" 11<> l1as give11 up l1is 
busi11e s (his little all ) f<>r the sake c>f 1)reacl1i11g tl1e Gospel. 
l)erhaps l1e l1<tS got a ''if<", a11d cl1ildre11, a11d r1otl1i11g to keep 
the111. B) lal)ouring like a11 11orse, a11d tra\•elli11g like- a J)OSt
lJO), for ten or a dc>zen )·ears, l1is stre11gtl1 is cxl1austed. 
):'"et l1e is al)le, a11d quite '"·illi11g, to do '' l1at l1e ca11 still. 
l~Ut 110\V s}1all }1e get l>read fc>r }1is fe:t1nil)? rf'}1at ~fr. 
Super-i11te11de11t \\ill look to. 

\\'ell, l)e it sc>. Sup1)ose, neitl1er he 11or }1is cl1ildre11 are 
Jtaried '" l1ile ID) l)rotl1er and I li\·e, '" l1at n1uc;t 11e de> \1vhe11 
'' e de1)art? Our e11d ca1111ot i1ow lJe far c>ff. '\t]1at '"ill the11 
becorne of tl1is old faithtul preacl1er? 'Ife n1ust tur11 J)i se11ting 
or Churcl1 ~1i11ister.' I gra11t it. 'I'l1ere is 110 111<:'dium. 

'Bt1t \viii )'Ol1' ()'C>u ask us) '110'""' use all )'Our i11tercst to get 
l1i111 ordai11ed?' I a11s\ver for n1)·sclf, ).' e : ;tnd ''ill l>egi11 
toinorro''" or i1e\'Cr bla111c hin1 for tt1rni11g Dis l1ter. Neither 
ha\ e I tl1e least doubt l>ut tlze porter u ill be co1n1na11ded to opell 
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tlze door, a11d to ad111it lJ)' im1)ositio11 of 11a11ds as 1nat1)' as ha\1e 
addicted tl1emsclves to God's service in tl1e I~stal)lished 
Cl1urcl1. I l1a\1e more reasc>11 for l)elie\·ing this tl1a11 is 
co111rnc>11l)· k110\v11, a11d a111 assured, if our 1)rcacl1ers do not 
rui11 tl1e111sel\1es a11d tl1e \A.rork l))' tl1eir precipitatio11, our Lord 
'vill take care of ever)' <>ne of tl1cn1. If ail)' of )10u })refer tl1e 
ser,·ice of the Disse11ters, I '"·ould let )'C>tt depart i11 peace. 
If )'Our 11eart is as m)1 heart, a11d )'OU dare ,·e11tt1rc in the 
sa1ne l)otto111, tl1e11 a1n I ) our faitl1ful ser\ra11t for tl1e residue 
of ID)' da)'S. 

1~o t11c Re\1 • \\ 
7illiam Gri111sl1a\v also \\,'e11t a le11gtl1)' 

letter, acco1111Ja11icd b)' a COJJY of J01111 \\TeslC)''s Reaso1zs 
agai1zst a Separatio1zfionz tlze Clzurclz ofEtzgland, ,,·J1icl1 Charles 
\\1eslC)' l1ad rc1)ri11tcd for t11c occasio11. I11 l1is repl)' 
Grimsl1a\v said: 

I little tl1ought tl1at )'Our })rotl1er apprc>\1cd or con11i\'·ed at 
tl1ese tl1i11gs, especial})' at tl1e j)reachers· doi11gs at • r c>r,vicl1. 
If it l)c so: 1,o )'Ol1r tc11ts, 0 Israel!-It's tin1e for i11e to shift 
for in)·self. -1"o diso,vn all co1111ection '''itl1 tl1c 1\fctl1odists. 
. . . I l1erel>y therefore assure )·ou tl1at I disclai1n all further 
a11d future cc>1111ectior1 '"Ti th tl1e f\1etl1odists. 

TJ1e J)Ublic readi11g of Gri111sl1a\'\1's letter at Lo11do11 'put 
tl1e111 i11 cl ftan1c'. CJ1arles 'Vcsle)' \'i\1idl)' described the 
SCCllC to l1is \'\'ifc: 
All cried out agai11st tl1e lice11scd preacl1ers: marl) dema11dcd 
thC)' should l)e sile11ced i111111ediatel); marl)', tl1at tile)' sl1ould 
give up tl1eir licer1ces; so1nc protested agai11 t e\1er l1caring 
t11en1 1nc>re. . . . 1'J1c la)' prcacl1ers pleaded JTI)' l>rc>thcr's 
autl1orit). I took occasio11 fro111 thence to 1nc,dcrate tl1c 
<>tl1crs, ... a11d desired tl1e leaders to l1ave 1)atie11cc till \\TC 
11ad 11ad our Co11ference, pro111ising tl1crn to let tl1e111 knc)\'\' 
all tl1at sl1c>uld pass at it. '1,l1e)' could trust 111e, I added, that 
I '''ould i1ot bctra)' tl1e cause of tl1e Churcl1, or dt>cei\'C then1; 
that I \Vas resol\·ed 110 one of tl1e1n all sl1ould lJe deceived or 
e11s11ared ir1to a 1neeting-house. If tl1cy cl1osc to tt1rn Dis
se11ters, tllC)' sl1ould do it '"ith tl1eir e)·es open. !\1)' chief 
concern upo11 cartl1, I said, \Vas the pros1)rrit)' of tl1e Church 
of E11gla11d; ID)' 11ext, that of tl1c 1\1etl1odists; m)' tl1ird, that 
of tl1e J)rcachcrs; tl1at if tl1eir i11terests sl1ould C\'Cr come in 
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co1npetition, I \'\1ould gi\1e up tl1e preacl1ers for tl1c good of 
tl1e \vl1ole l)Od)' of tl1c Cl1urch of E11gla11d: th~tt 11otl1i11g 
could e\rer force me to lea\1e tl1e ~1ctl1odists but tl1cir leavi11g 
tl1c Churcl1. I11 tl1at case the)' '"'Ot1ld suffer ine to })c cast off, 
a11 old faithful scr\1a11t, \vor11 out 1))' scr,·i11g tl1en1. ):,.ou 
ca11not co11cei,1e '"hat a spirit rose i11 all tl1at l1card 1ne. 
1"he)· all cried out that tl1C)' \\•ould a11S\\'er for ni11et)'-11i11e c>ut 
of a hu11drcd i11 Londo11 that tl1ey \·vould Ii,·e a11d die i11 tl1e 
Cl1urch. i\1 )' 1>usi11ess \\1as to pacif)' a11d keep tl1e1n ,,.i tl1in 
lJou11ds. I appoi11ted a11otl1er 111ccti11g tl1is day fc>rt11igl1t, a11d 
l~rida)' scn11igl1 t as a fast for the Cl1urcl1. 

Cl1arles 11ad registered a11otJ1er victor)'· For tl1e time 
lJeing 11c l1ad l1is \Va)'· Brotl1er Jolin )'ielded to e11treat)"· 
T11e offc11ders at or\\1icl1 see1n to l1a\1e bcc11 ge11tl)'T 

rclJuked. \'\1illian1 Gri111sl1a\\1 did i1ot lea\·c the 11ct11odists, 
after all. A11d t11e follo\\·i11g Co11fcrc11cc '''as 011c of 'love 
a11d u11ani1nit) '. 
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C11ARLES \VESLEY \\7as graduall)7 ceasing to itineratc, 
n1ost of J1is ininistr)' becon1ing confined to t11c sou th, 
espcciall)r to tl1e 11cigl1bourl1oods of Bristol and Lo11don. 
TJ1c rcaS011s '"rere \rarious. 11ain1}' it '"·as due to 11i 
11ealtl1, undcrn1incd b)· 11is Geo1 gia pri\1ations, and i11 a 
parlous condition for years. PleuriS)', 11c11ralgia, lu111l)ago, 
d) se11ter), j)ilcs, rl1eumatism, gout, cur\')·-a 11c)st of ail
me11 ts make tl1eir ap1)earance in his letter , so111c of the1n 
fi·cq11c11tl)'· 80011 after t11e Nor\vic}1 Sacrame11t dis1)utcs 
it secn1cd tl1at 11is 11ealtl1 '"·as breaki11g up altogetl1er. 
Tl1at same agitatio11 inadc 11im realize more clearly tl1c 
,~;ide11i11g g11lf bet\\'een himself a11d man)' of tl1e preachers. 
He sl1ra11k fi·om contrO\'erS)' '"'ith t11em, and felt that his 
time could most profitabl)' be spe11t in safeguarding tl1e 
lo}·al churcl1ma11sl1i1) of the societies most an1r11able to 
11is i11ftuence-tl1ose at Bristol and Londo11. (It is 11ote
'"'ortl1y t11at after l1is deatl1 tl1esc continued to be strong
l1olds of tl1e 'Cl1urcl1-Metl1()dists' .) Thoughts ofitinerating 
in Ireland J1e had 1011g ago dismissed for 11caltl1 rcaso11s, 
and 11is last extended tour i11 the 11orth, taki11g i11 Birming
ham, Nottingham, Sheffield, Leeds, York, Bradford, 
Bolton, a11d ~1ancl1ester, ]1ad been u11dertaken in 1756. 
His corres1)onde11ce reveals a 1011gi11g to n1ake a11other 
sucl1 tour, a longing frustrated, hO\\'e\1er, by }1is feeble 
}1calth. E\'en as late as 1773 he \\as \\ riting 'I do not 
want a heart to visit my \'cry dear friend at • TC\\ castle, 
but a body'. 

Altl1ougl1 l1ealtl1 ''as tl1c main factor limiting C11arles 
'i\'esley's itinerancy, undoubtedly anotl1cr contributory 
reason was his family. At the outset of his married life he 
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11ad go11e out of 11is \\'a)' to })lead tl1at it \\'Ould nlake 110 
diffcre11ce, ai1d J1is letters J)f0\1ide clear C\'idc11cc t11a t l1e 
co11scic11tiousl)' tried to follo\v out tl1is pri11ci1)lc. Aln1ost 
to tl1e c11d of 11is cla) s J1is dutics as l\1ctl1odist j)reacl1er 
a11d 1)astor toc>k l1i1n a\'Va)' fro1n 11on1e for ''eeks a11d 
lno11tl1s at a ti111c t11<>ugl1 l1e rertai11l) gre\·'l rcsti\'C under 
t11ese absences. For so111c) cars 11e tried to 111akc inarriage 
Ii terall )' a 1)ilgri111agc. After a 111iscarriagc i11 tl1c SJ)ri11g· 
of I 7 5 I Sall)' tra\•cllcd '''itl1 J1in1 011 11is rot111d of tl1e 
societies, and acron11Ja11ied 11i111 011 1)rcac11i11g tours i11 
later )'Cars. 111 I 752 l1e \\rote to J1cr frc>in CorJ1\\'all: 
rf}1e next tiITIC ) OU }1indcr me i11 ITI) \\Ork \\ill be tl1e first 

ti111c.' 1"'11is ,,·as i11 October, sl1ortl)' after tl1c lJirth of 
tl1cir so11, baJJtizcd J01111 '"'cslc) ~1 sig11, CSJ)Ccially i11 
those da) s of rare doutJle 11a111es, of Cl1arles's ad1n.iratio11 
for l1is elder tJrc>tl1c r. Of I1is firstbor11 so11, as is tl1e '''a)' 
'' itl1 fatl1ers, Cl1arlcs ''as i1111ne11scly Jlroud, tl1ol1gl1 ratl1er 
sll)', defe11di11g 11i1nsclf agai11 t 11is '' ife's l1i11 t about l1is 
lack of e.. ·ubcr,1ncc b) ans\\ cri11g JJla) full)': 

'i\'11)·, I lo\'C l1i111 as \vell agai11 as ) c>u do. Onl)' )'OU 111ake tl1e 
most of a little lo~ , 1)) sl10'" i11g it, a11d I 111ake tl1e least of 
a great deal, 1>) l1idi11g it. 

)" ou11g Jackie 0111) sa\\1 011e l)irtl1da)'· Tl1c '"·i11ter of 
I 753-4 brougl1 t a clc>u l)le traged)' to tl1e 11ousc1iold. \i\'i t11 

Jol111 \'\'csle)' at dcatJ1's door, a11d l)US)' co111posi11g his 
O\\ i1 e1)itapl1, Cl1arles accon11)a11ied 11in1 to Ijo11do11, 011ly 
tc> l1ear that 11is o'' 21 '' ifc ,,·as ill \\ itl1 co11flue11t s111allj)OX. 
I"or a 1no11tl1 sl1e la)· 'struggli11g i11 tl1e toils of deatl1', 
a11d J1e11cefort11 J1er lo,·cl)· feature \Vere so nlarred b)' 
t11e disease that tl1e 11i11etee11 )'Cars differe11cc bct\\'Cen 
t11c1n ''as no 1011ger i1oticeable. I-'ittle Jackic caugl1t the 
i11fectio11 a11d died. Once i11ore t11C)' \\1erc a cl1iJdless 
cou})le. \'\'hilst all). co11\1 alcsced '" it11 J1er parc11 ts a11d 
at 1-'ad)' Hu11ti11gdo11's, Cl1arles co11ti11ued J1is iti11cranC)', 
and later i11 tl1c ) car sl1e joi11ed l1i111. T11e co111i11g of 
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a11otl1cr cl1ild agai11 altered tl1e situatio11, tl1ougl1 i\1art11a 
I\faria, as sl1c ''as called, bor11 i11 tl1e su1111ner of 1755, 
li\1 cd 0111) a 111011th. Tl1e follo\\ i11g ) ear fou11d Charles 
'\'eslC)' 'isiting tl1e 11ortl1 for '"·l1at \vas to be the last time. 

'" 11e11 i11 175 7 J01111 'VcslC)' exi)ected Cl1arles to 111ake 
a si1nilar expedition, l1e gc11tl)1 declined. Fa1nil) co11
sideratio11s '"·ere confirmi11g })11)1sical dis a l)ili t)' to suggest 
t11is course. Home \·vas beco1ning 111ore a11d more 
dcsiral)le, so t11at i11 t11e s1)ri11g 11c 11ad \\rrittc11: 

I\1Y DEAREST OF DEAR ONES, 

A1Jsc11cc 011ly increases love: for )'<>u arc 11e\1er al) cnt fron1 
111)' l1eart. I go 011 l1ea,.ril)' '"'itl1out ) ou: and shri11k back 
fro111 tl1c tl1ougl1t of losi11g you all tl1e su1nmcr. 

A11d 011ce n1ore 11e '''as about to l)ccon1e a father, a11d 
\\ a11tcd to gi\•e 11is \\1ife, i1ot onl)' t11e support of l1is 
pra)·ers a11d of l1is l1)1m11s, but of l1is 1)rese11cc. Ile '''as 
appare11tl)1 of real use i11 these trials, a11d i11 1 764 '"rote 
tJ1at l1e a11d i1urse Burgess could 111a11agc \'Cf)' \'\'ell \vith
out a doctor. 011 I 1t11 Dece1nbcr I 757, C11arlcs ju11ior 
\\1as 1)0111. 011 1st AJJril 1759 can1e a11otl1er a girl, as 
I\1rs. \i\1cslC)' \vas sure it '"'ould })e, so tl1a t Cl1arlcs had 
\\Jrittc11 i11 I~elJruar)r: ''Vl10111 \'\'Ould )'OU l1a\'C for the 
ot11er SJ)011sor i11 case your Sall)' proves a San1uel?' Sall)' 
it '"as, 110\·VC\'er, a11d tl1e follo'" i11g year a11otl1er girl \'\1as 
bor11, Susa11na, \\1}10 li,,ed onl)' ele\·en n1011tl1s. 111 1762 
I\irs. \\1csle)', taki11g '" itl1 11cr Cl1arlie and all), aged 
four a11d tl1rce, acco111pa11ied 11er l1usl)a11d to Lo11do11 for 
l1is '" ()fk there during t11e su1n1ncr, a11d agai11 i11 1 763. 
TJ1c birtl1 of a11otl1er sl1ort-li\1ed girl, Scli11a, in I 764, j)U t 

a stO}) to tra\relli11g. 011 24t11 Fcbruar) I 766 the long
CXJJected San1uel '"''as l)orn, a11d i11 Decc111l)er 1 767 J01111 
Ja1ncs a fort11igl1t before tl1e J)roud fatl1cr's sixtieth 
}JirtJ1da)'. J01111 Jan1es, like tl1e earlier 11an1esake of 11is 
uncle J01111, died '" }1jlst still a cl1ild, i11 Jul)' I 768. B)' 
tl1is ti1ne t11e ce11tre of gra\•it) for Cl1arlcs \\'esle}' 11ad 
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sl1ifted to Lo11do11, inore especially as )1ou11g Cl1arlie 11ad 
alread)' pro\7 ed 11imsclf a inusical prodig)', \'\1l1osc tale11ts 
could best be de,·elopcd there. 

As earl)' as I 760 CJ1arles 11ad j)Ondered tl1e ad\risal)ility 
of re1no\ri11g to Lo11do11, \vl1e11cc l1e ~rrote to l1is \'\1ife: 

As I sl1all prol)abl)' take mucl1 inore })Ul)lic care UJ)Otl i11e 
tl1an I l1a\ e e\1er dc>11e 11erebefc>re, 111)7 office \·vill require Jne 
to spe11d n1orc time i11 tO\\r11, jJerhaps to settle here. 

In I 768 l1e \\1as exa111i11i11g }JrOSJ)CCtive 11ouscs i11 I.1011do11, 
a1111ou11ci11g: 'ID)' })rotl1er 11i1nsclf is quite })leased ''Titl1 
ot1r l1a\1 i11g a11 l1ousc i1car l..1011do11.' I~ve11tuall)' t11e 
'"

1ido'"' of (~c>lo11cl GumlC)' sa\\' tl1e111 settled dc>\v11 i11 
r o. 1 Cl1estcrfield Street, 11ar)1lel)o11e, tl1c11 a JJlcasa11t 

cou11try suburb, ratl1cr too dista11t fi·on1 tl1e ce11tre of 
tl1i11gs-tl1e l~ounder)1-for J01111 '''esley's liki11g. I 11 tl1e 
s1Jri11g of 1771 Cl1arles 1nade tl1e fi11al arra11gemc11ts for 
tl1e family's re1no\1al fron1 Bristol: 

~frs. Asl1lin tl1inks tl1e person IlO\o\7 em1)lO)'ed in airi11g tl1e 
l)cds &c \\'C>t1ld l>c a ver)' 1)ropcr ser\ra11t. She is cleanl)r, 

sol)er, diligc11t, a11 l1carcr of tl1e \vord-tl1ougJ1 i1ot i11 socict)'· 

'-\re shall kee1) lier to keep up t11e fires, to keep tl1e '" i11do\o\'S 

open, a11d to lie ii1 tl1e \)eds. '\1l1e11 )'<>u co111c )'OU '"ill do
as )'OU like.... 

11orse [tl1e carrierl '"ill take good care of the l1<.tr1)sicl1ord; 
but '"'ho of tl1c cat? If ) ou ca1111ot leave 11i111 i11 safe 11ands, 

l)rude11ce 111ust l)ri11g 11i1n UJ) i11 a cage: a11d if I fir1i 11 Ill)' 

course 11ere, I ina)~ IJcqueath l1im to ... 1iss l)arb)'· 

Hc11cefort11 t11c fa1nily 11eadquarters '"as at Lo11do11, 

thougl1 tl1e Bristol 11ouse '"'as ke1Jt 011 for so111e )'Cars, a11d 

011ly in I 782 '"'as tl1e furniture re1nai11i11g t11crc sold up. 


Cl1arles '"'esle)''s enforced abse11ces fro111 11is '"rife a11d 
cl1ildre11 '"'ere IJu11ctuatcd, as 1nigl1t l)e expected, '"'itl1 co11
stant inquiries after tl1eir l1caltl1 a11d JJrogress. Cl1arlic's 

teetl1i11g u~oubles in I 758 caused tl1e a11xious father 

to '"·rite: 

H 
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Sl1all I l)ri11g )'<>u a necklace for Cl1arl y's teet11? Poor lan1l) !'i\7hat sl1all \\ e do to l1elp l1im? Give for me as 1nany kisses 
as ) 'OU 1)leasc. His mail)' Lo11don fi~iends salute hi111 at this 
distance; lJeing read)1 , \vhe11 11e is \Vithi11 their reach, to 
eat hi1n u1). 

A )'Car later Cl1arlie l1ad tl1e measlcs-'mcazles' as 
Cl1arles \\1esley spelt it-a11d 11is '\rife \Vas i1aturally 
a11xious alJout Sall)', onl)' hvo mo11tl1s old. He ai1s\·vered 
her tl1us: 

1'1)1 de;1rcst Sally's letter did i1ot reacl1 111e till this 1nor11i11g. 
I \Vas in l1opes tl1e \1vorst \-Vas over \vit11 Cl1arles. '"I'l1e \Vhoop
i11g cough does 11ot al\va)1S acco1npa11)1 tl1e measles; and \\rill 
not, I trust, in his case. Tl1e girl 111a)' 11c>t l1a\·e tl1e111 at all. 
Ho,ve\1er, expect the111; and CX})CCt 1Jot11 tl1c c11ildre11 to lJe 
l)rougl1t safe out of tl1e111. 

Al'" a)'S tl1ere 1001ned t11e grirn shado'v of tl1at dread 
disease '"'l1icl1 11ad rui11ed ~irs. \i\7esle)' 's beaut)' a11d 
s11atcl1ed a wa)' tl1eir firstbor11. 111 Ja11uar)' 1 i6o 11e '"'rote: 

11fy dear Sall)1's letter this 1noment recei\red l1as a\vakc11ed 
all 111)' lo\'C a11d co11cer11 for our dearest l)O)'· 13ut I hope )'OU 

\vill l1a\1e t11e co1nfort 'vl1ile reading tl1is to see hi111 as \\·ell as 
)'OU \\1isl1 l1er [sic]. If not, a11d tl1e Lord is })leased to tr)' us 
furtl1cr, let us re111e111l)er, \Ve arc i1ot our O\i\'Il; 11ei t11er are 
our cl1ildre11. 1'he most likel)' \Va)1 to kee1) tl1e1n is to gi\1e 
tl1c1n llp i11 tl1e spirit of dail)' sacrifice. I k110\v 11ot \vhat God 
,,,ill do \vith tl1em; onl)' I knO\\' He \·vill do \\ l1at is })est, 
\vhetl1er tl1at lJc to take tl1e1n early or late to Jlaradise. 

}~\'Cry ill11ess 11c l1as \vill be in )'Ot1r ap1Jrcl1ension the 
sinallpox. I don't think he \Vill 11a\re it till l1e l1as all his 
teetl1. If )pour t1neasiness for l1im co11tinues, ) ou n1ust pit)1, 

a11d \\1ea11 his sister. 

11rs. \\7csley l1ad reason to lJe afraid, 110\vevcr. In I i68 
J01111 James died fron1 t11c foul disease, a11d it '\'as feared 
tl1at )'Ou11g Samuel 11ad bcc11 i11fccted. Charles wrote 
J101nc: 

Our JJreparation could not save the first .Jack)', ])ecause God 

l1ad }lt e1)ared a better thi11g for l1i111. 1"11c 1nea11s may keep 
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Samuel \\1itl1 us. Let us be tl1a11kful tl1at he still holds up. 
If l1e sl1ot1ld 11a\1C tl1e diste1nper soon, I l)elie\ e it \viii 011ly 
lesse11 l1is })eaut)·. I lo11g to see l1im a11d )'OU, but fear I 111ust 
Ile detai11cd anotl1er '''eek i11 t0\\'11. 

Actual!)' San1ucl esca1)ed for tl1c ti1ne bci11g, t11ougl1 a fc'"' 
)'ears later 11c did co11tract smallJ)OX, as did l1is sister 
Sall)' also. 

Not 011Iy l1is childrc11's l1caltl1, but tl1eir cducatio11 and 
spiritual ]Jrogress '"ere Cl1arles '\'csley's co11cer11. I11 
educatio11al i11attcrs l1e '"'as a· disci1)le of Jolin Lockc
a11d of l1is O\\ 11 i11otl1er. '\'lien tl1eir first chjld, Joh11 
\\7esley, \vas 0111)' a )'ear old, 11e l1ad '' rj ttc11 to 11is \vife: 

1"'l1e 111ost i111porta11t of all Locke's rules ) ou \viii i1c>t forget: 
it is tl1at i11 ,,·}1ich tl1e ,,•}1ole secret c>f cducatio11 co11sists-make 
it )'Our i11,·aria })le rule to cross his zt ill, i11 so111e one i11sta11ce at 
least, e\1er)' da)' of )'ow· life. 'I'hc Loi d give ) (>U '' isdom and 
resolution to do so. Ask, a11d )'OU sl1all fi11d 1Iis grace 
sufficient for ) ou. 

TJlis doct1·i11airc treatme11t '"'as modified i11 tl1e case of 
l1is scco11d so11: 

Cl1arley )'OU need 11ot cl1astise too sevc1ely·, if l1c is indeed so 
easy to })e ma11aged: l)ut I a little doubt a so11 of ini11c. \"ou 
\viii fi11d }))' a11d b)' l1e l1as a \\rill of l1is O\\ 11. Persuade l1i1n, 
and )'OU 11eed i1e\1er con1pel l1i111. If lie '"ill lead, 'tis })it)' 
he sl1ould drive. 

Charles 'i\7esle)' 11ad stro11g 'ic'' s 011 })UlJlic scl1ools, and 
did not e\1e11 se11d l1is so11s to Ki11gs'" ood Scl1ool, prc
ferri11g to lea\1e tl1eir educatio11 to 1\1rs. '''cslC)' a11d 
l1imself, togetl1er '' ith t11e aid of occasio11al tutors. I11 
I 766 l1e '''rote to l1is '" ife: 
It is superfluous, )'Ct I ca1111ot help cautic>11ing )'OU about 

Cl1arles (a11d Sally too), to take care 11c cont1·acts i10 
acquai11ta11cc \Vitl1 otl1cr bo)rs. Cl1ildre11 are corrupters of 
each otl1er. 

T11e J)Ostscript to a letter a fe,v '"·eeks later re\reals in 

a j)arc11tl1csis tl1c strict, forn1al scl1ool i11 ,,·]1ir.J1 t l1c \ \rcsley 
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cl1ildren \\rere reared-tl1c)r \\'ere aged cigl1t and se\·en 
at the ti111e: 

l)o )'OU '" a11t an11 tl1ing besides l1a11dcrcl1crs? 1"ca I sl1all 
scarce forget, or Sally's prese11t. ~1)1 tenderest ]o,·e to her 
a11d l1er l)rotl1er. (By tl1e '''a)', 'tis ti1ne tl1ey sl1ould lear11 to 
call cacl1 otl1cr 1Jrother ai1d sister.) 

J>o1Jular c11ildren's lJooks '"rcre 11ot ba11ncd, 110\\rcver, a11d 
l1is letters ]1()1ne co11tai11ed i·eferc11ces to Aesop's Fables, 
Robi11so1z Crusoe, Gulliver's Travels, and JJ01z Q11ixote. 

1.,11e olJ\'ious 111usical talc11t of 11is so11s prevented 
Cl1arles fro1n carr)1i11g to its logical cxtrc1nc J1is }Jrinciple 
about crossi11g t11eir '"'ills. '"fo l\1rs. Larocl1c, a de\rout 
lad)' \v110 olJjected to ele' e11-)1ear-old Cl1~trlic's 11la) ing 
i11 co11ccrts 11c re1)lied: 

I al,va)'S dcsig11ed in)' so11 for a clergJ·111an. 1 Tature has 
n1arked hi111 for a 1nusicia11: ,.vhich appeared fi·on1 l1is earliest 
i11fa11C)'· ~1y fi·ie11ds ad\1ised me 11ot to cross l1is i11clination. 
I11deed I could 11ot if I \·vould. '"fl1ere is no \Va)' of hi11deri11g 
11is }Jeing a 1nusicia11 but cutti11g off l1is fi11gers. As l1e is 
particularly fo11d of cl1urcl1 music, I suppose if l1c lives he 
\vill be a11 organist. 

Ai1 a1101l)'I11ous Quaker \\'ho raised ol)jectio11s on tl1e 
sa111e occasio11 11e tl1us a11s\vered: 

!\1y fi·ie11d's 111istake is O\vi11g to prejudice c>f education. I ca11 

'"'itl1 a good co11scie11ce breed up my son a musicia11, i1ot to 

please tl1c giddy multitude, lJut to ear11 l1is 1J1 cad. Some 
trades '''hicl1 the Quakers exercise '"'itl1out scruples I thi1lk 
full as da11gerous, or more so, tha11 music. 

A little tart11ess crept i11to J1is rc1)l)': 


I do re1nember l~li; and excuse a Quaker for seei11g 110 
differe11ce })Ct\'\'CC11 e11couraging n111 so11 ir1 111usic, (>r encourag
i11g l1i111 i11 ra1)i11c ai1d adultery.... I coulcl al\'\'a)·s tl1roughout 
1ny mi11ist1·y f)ri11g UJ) a inusical so11 for a n1usicia11. . . . So if 
si11 lieth at the door, tl1en let it lie. God lJeing m1r }1elper, 
I sl1all 21ot open the door to let it in! 
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Soo11 it \\1as clear tl1at l1is other so11 \\1ould also 11eed 
to lJe bred UJJ a inusicia11. Cl1arles '1\1cslc)1 's a11xiet)r 
tl1at 11is cl1ildrc11 sl1ould realize tl1at to ]Jc Cl1ristia11s 
\'\1as far 111ore i1nportant tha11 to be fa111ous 1nusicians is 
re\·calcd i11 t}1e follo\'\ri11g letter to Sa1nuel, aged seven: 

Lo11do11, !\1arch 6, 1 773. 
Come 110\'v, in)r good fi:ie11d Sa1nuel, a11d let us reasc>n togctl1er. 
God made )'Otl for Hi1nsclf, that is to be for e\·er l1a1)py , ..vitl1 
1Ii111. Ougl1t )'<>u i1ot tl1crefore to serve a11d lc>vc Hin1? But 
)'Ou can do 11eithrr unless I-Ic gi\1es you tl1c J)O\·vcr. Ask, (I-Ie 
sa)·s IIi1nself) a11d it shall be gi\•en )'<>u. ']")1at is, pray I-fim 
to make ) ou lo\·e IIi111: and 1)ray fc>r it ever) i11c>r11i11g a11d 
i1ight in )'Our O\vn ,,·ords, as ,,·ell as in tl1ose ,,.J1icl1 11a\1e bee11 
taught )'OU. \"ou l1a\re bee11 used t<> say )'<>t1r J)l'a)'ers in tl1c 
sigl1t of otl1ers. IIe11ceforth, go i11to a corner 11)' )'Ourself, 
\\here 110 e)e l1ut Gc>d's 1na)' see you. '] l1ere pra)' tc> )'OUI~ 
l1ca\1e11l)' Fatl1er ,,}10 scetl1 in secret: a11d l>c sure IIe 11ears 
every ,,·c>rd ) <>t1 speak, a11d sees ever) t11ing ) <>ti de>, at all 
l1ours ai1d in all pl,tces. 

)
7ou should 11<>\·V I,egin to li\'C 1))' reasc>11 a11d i eligio11. 

Tl1ere sl1ould l)e se11se C\'e11 i11 )'Our ])la)' a.ntl di\'Crsio11s. 
1"'l1erefc>rc I 11<1\·e fur11isl1ed )'OU '' itl1 111a1)s <t11d 1Jooks and 
l1ar1)sichord. I•:\·e1 )' day get so1netl1i11g l>y l1eart: '"'l1atc\rer 
) 70Ur 111otl1cr rcco111111ends. l~\'C1")' day read 011e or inore 
cl1apters i11 tl1c 13ilJle. I SUJlpose )'Our 111c>tl1er \\ill take )'OU 
no,v, i11 tl1e Jllacc of) c>ur brotl1er, to 1Je lier cl1a1)lai11, to read 
t11e psalms ancl lesso11s '"hen ) our sister docs 11c>t.... 

I,oolish 1)eo1)le a1 e too a1)t to 1)raise ) ou. If t11cy see a11)'
tl1i11g good i11 ) <>U t11e)· should praise (;c>d, 11ot )'C>u, for it. 

As for 1nusic, it is neitl1er good 11or l>ad i11 i tsclf. \ ..ou l1a\re 

a 11atural i11cli11atio11 to it: ))ut Gc>d gave ) c>u tl1at: t11crefore 

God 011ly sl1ould be tha11ked and praised fc>r it. 1·our f)r<>ther 

ha tl1e same lc>\"C of inusic 1nuch 111orc t11a11 )'Ou, ) et lie is 

11ot proud <>r \'ai11 of it. l r either, I trust, ''ill )'(>U 1>e. 1·ou 
''ill se11d inc a lo11g letter of ans\\ er, a11d a},, a) s lc>ok upo11 

rne l)otl1 as 

Your lo\ring fatl1er a11d your fric11d 
C. \ \1 

eslc)' · 

l"l1e same S}Jirit is sl1o'''n i11 a letter of 1 776, in '''hich 

'\re le)· a1111ou11ced to .Jan1cs IIuttc>11, '\itJ1 ,,·}1c,1n 11is 
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earl)' frie11dsl1ip J1ad })een re11eV\red, tl1e lio11izi11g \vl1ich 
greeted 11is so11s: 

11r. i\1[adan? l i11tends to carr)' tl1e111 botl1 011 'i\'ed11esday to 
1v1.r. Soutll\\•ell, \Vhere Judge Barri11gto11 is to bring Bacl1 a11d 
a troop of connoisseurs. Charles uill 11ot pla)', if l1e can 
l1clp it. I am l)etter pleased \\1itl1 11is te111pcr 011 these 
c>ccasic>11s tha11 if l1e \Vas the })est 1nusician i11 the '"'?orld. 

Not tl1c:tt CI1arles V'lesley \\1as u11res1)011sivc to his sons' 
triu1111)J1s, of course. \i\7c ca11 se11se J1is pride i11 tl1e 
subdued excite1nc11t of a letter to J1is \\rife describi11g 
tl1e thirtec11-)·car-old Cl1arles's rcccptio11 i11 Lo11don i11 
}.,cbruary I 771, ''~tl1 its referc11ccs to 111usical figures 
\\ 

1ell-k110\\111 i11 tl1cir da)': 

~1v ~iosT DEAR SAi.LY, 

On Satt1rda)?, ) ou ma)r re1ne111l)er, \VC di11ed \Vith our 
I "li11gt(>n frie11ds. l\.1r. Battishill 1 and l1is agreeal>le '"ife ''ere 
of tl1c part)'. l Ie bega11 l))' pla)'i11g a11d singi11g se\reral songs, 
c>f tl1e i\1cssial1 cl1iefl)'· Ile is c11tirel)' of i\1r. Kel\\'ay's2 mind 
\\1itl1 res1)ect to the c>ld and 11c\v 1nusic, a11d glc.td that Charles 
is i11structed i11 tl1e for1ner only: })ut })ackward to 1Jelie\1e he 
ca11 as )'et pl,1). Scarlatti! '1\'l1en Charles J)la )'Cd K[el\·Va)'] 's 
last sonata a11d 011e of Scarlatti's 11e CXJ)ressed tl1e utmost 
astonisl1ment: declared, 'He excelled all tl1e i\1asters': tl1at 
11c traced I<..[c},,•ay] in e\?er)' 11ote and C\'C'f)' i11c>tio11; tl1a t 11e 
could 11ot })ear tc> l1ear an)' l)ut l1i111 a11d Iii 1naster pla)1 

tl1ose sc>Ilcttas, sc> 11ard and yet so excellent: tl1at 11eitl1cr 
J([el\Va) 1 nor Sca1 latti }1i1nself could pla) Sca1 latti's lessons 
l)etter: tl1at l1e ougl1t immcdiatel)' to learn tl1orougl1-l)ass 
and composition.... 

,.fues. I•'elJr. 26. \\re called 011 1\lr. Bcard,3 ,,·}1osc kind11ess 
to C~l1arles is \vonderful. He pro1nised to come a11d see us the 
first c>ppc>rtu11it)'· l 1,ro1n 11im \\'e ,,·e11t to tl1e rel1carsal of the 
Cure of ~S'aul; a11d \Vere l1ighly feasted at it.... 

l .Jonathan J~attishill, I 738 I 801, orga11i t a11cl corn1)0 er, buriC'd i11 
St. J>,tul's (~ath dral. 

2 Jo cph Kclvva}, died 1782, organist a11d compo er, and (:harlP 's tutor. 
3 J l 1 B 1, I ... If>! 91, great sin~ r, for ''horn 1Iandt>l co1npo ed the 

t n >r ol i i th l~t qzah. 



\\TESLJ~Y I I 3 

Thurs. 28. Fro111 tl1e rehearsal of Sa1nso1i :tvfr. Ar11old i 

carried us ho1ne. 1rs. Ar11old fell i11to a11 immediate i11ti111ac)r 
'vith Cl1arles; and after din11er treated 11in1 ,,·itl1 several of 
Arnold's unpri11ted so11atas, 0\1erturcs, &c, atl)' of '' 11icl1 11e 
offered Cl1arles; a11d sl1e offered to gi\1C l1i1n COJ)ies. Sl1e 
pla)1S far better tha11 !lush or ai1y pt ivate 1)erso11 I e\1er 
l1eard. Yet CJ1arlcs '''ould not excl1a11ge 11is 1na1111er of pla)'i11g 
for l1ers, quite fasl1io11able, rapid staccato.... 

'Tis \vitl1 great difficult)1 I fi11d ti111e to \·vritc eve11 to )'Ou; 
)'Our so11 cngrossi11g 111y ,,1}1ole ti111e a11d care. 13lcssed be 
God for our u11i11terrupted prOSJ)Crit)'· !\1ay )'OU a11d )'Our 
1noiety of children e11joy tl1e sa111e. 

E\·entually tl1e encourage1nent \\ l1icl1 CJ1arles '\Tesley 
felt co1n1Jelled to gi\1e to 11is so11s' 1nu ical \'c11tures, sucl1 
as the series of subscri1)tio11 co11ccrts i11 tl1eir 1ar)·lebo11e 
l1omc, brougl1t a cl1alle11gc fron1 J1is brotl1er Jc>l111, '" 11ich 
11e a11S\'\'Cred b) quoting a docu111e11t lie 11ad clra\'\ 11 up 
on 14tl1 Ja11uar)1 1779: 
1\1)' rcaso11s for letti11g 111) sc>11s ha,,e a cc>11r~rt at J1c>1nc arc: 

I. 'l"'o keep tl1em out of l1arm's '' ay: t11e '' ,t)' (I 111ean) of 
l)ad 111usic a11d lJad 111usicia11s, '' l1c> lJ)' a f1 cc co1111nu11icatio11 
\vi th tl1e1n 111igl1t cor1 t1pt 1Jotl1 t l1eir t<tste a11d tl1eir 111orals. 

II. 1--11at Ill) so11s 111a) l1ave a safe a11d 11011c>uralJlc oppor
tu11i ty of a\raili11g tl1c111sel\'CS of tl1cir 111t1sical <11,ilities, '' l1icl1 
J1ave cost 111e several l1u11dred pot111ds. 

III. Tl1at t11C)' 111ay enjO)' their full 2 igl1t <>f 1)rivate judg
n1ent, a11d like'' isc tl1eir i11depe11<lenc)·: 1><>tl1 of \vl1icl1 i11ust 
l>e gi\'C11 Uf) if t11e)1 S\'\·iin '" ith tl1c stream and follo\'\ the 
multitude. . 

I\T. To in1prc>\'C t11eir pla)r a11d tl1cir skill i11 co1n1)osi11g: as 
tl1e)1 111ust tl1en1sel\ es furnisl1 tl1c pri11ci1)al 111t1 ic of C\'CI )' 

concert. Altl1ougl1 the)' do not call tl1eir 1nusical e11tcrtainn1c11t 
a co11cert. It is too great a '''ord.... 

Quoti11g tl1is to 11is brot11cr after tl1c C\ c11 t, C~l1arles added: 


I a111 clear, \\1itl1out a doulJt, tl1at Ill)' sons' co11cert is after 
tl1e \\1ill a11d order of l'ro\1idencc. It 11as cst~1l)lisl1ed tl1cn1 as 
musicia1is, a11d i11 a safe a11d l1011ouralJle \\'a)'· 1"11e 13isl1op 

1 Sa1nuel Arnold (l~ter Dr. Arnold) I 710 I 802, editor of Jiandel' 
\\Ork, as \\ell a a p1olific compo er in hi c\\n ri ht. 
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[of I ....011do11] }1as since se11t us \\·ord that l1e has i1e,1er l1eard 
a11y 1nusic lie liked as \\1ell, and 1)ro111ises Cl1arles fi,,e scholars 
i1ext \'\1inter. . . . 

rI'hC)" nla)' still 111ake their fortu11es if I \\ ould \7CJ1ture them 
into t11e \Vorld: l)ut I ne,·er \vish t11e111 rich. You also agree 
'"'itl1 1ne i11 tl1is. Our good old fatl1er neglected e\"ery 
OJ)I)Ortu11it)' of selli11g our souls to tl1e de\1il. 

It '"'as i11 t11is san1e spirit tl1at C11arles \'\'csley \Var11ed 
Charles jt111ior 11ot to l1ope for too n1ucl1 from I1is co11tacts 
,,vitl1 George III, a11otl1er of 11is co11quests: 

Have )"Ou l1eard fi·om \\1indsor? I am 11ot sa11gui11e in my 
expectatio11s fron1 tl1at quarter; neitl1er should )'OU l)e. 

I ca1111ot \Vish ) ou to pla)' any more at \'\1i11dsor. It \vill only 
stir ttp a 11est of 11or11ets, a11d set thc1n t1pon contri\ring 
n1ischief. Your i11terest is to 1)la71 least i11 sight. 

To ~frs. \\'cslC)' 11e '"'rote i11 1786: 

I am 11ot sangui11c in Ill)' expectatio11s of good fi·o1n \1\ indsor. 
If Cl1arles )1as recci\1ed no e\1il l))' it, it is a 111iracle, and 
I a111 satisfied. 

It '"'as Cl1arlcs V\'csley's care for l1is 1nusical so11s tl1a t 
occasio11cd \vl1at appears to l1avc bce11 l1is last letter, to 
a inusic dealer '"'hose faulty book-kccpi11g l1acl led to an 
ai)1)arc11t error: 

1\1R. \\rRIGIIT, 

If tl1cre is tl1e least doul)t, 1\1r. \\1csle)' al\\1a) s takes tJ1c 
safest, tl1at is, l1is 11eighbours' side, cl1oc>si11g to pay a l)ill 
t'vice (<>r t'vc11t )' ti1nes) rather than not at all. 

lfe \\ill l>c ol)liged to l\1r. \\7rigl1t for a li11e of ack110\\ ledge
n1e11t tl1at he is 11ow out of l1is debts. 

11'e1Jr. 13, 1788. 

111 SJ)i tc of \Vesley' s preoccupation '' it11 l1is so11s, l1is 
daugl1tcr \Vas i1ot i1eglected. y·ou11g Sall)' ai)1)arc11tly fou11d 
J:Lis reprimands rat11er irksome-for eati11g ra\v fi·uit \vJ1cn 
l1e '"as five, for tun1bling about on t11c fc1 11io11able l1igl1

l1ec.-lc.-cl sJ1oes '' l1c.-n s11c ''as SC\ ~11tcc11, ~111c.l fc>r '' c.t11ti11g to 
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go to balls \\'l1en sl1e \Vas t\\1en t)'-four, thougl1 i11 these 
later )'Cars he guided l1er l)y a11 011u11ous silc11ce ratl1er 
tl1a11 l)y a scoldi11g: 

~1)' 11ot forbiddi11g )'OU, I tl1ougl1t \\as t11e stro11gcst restrai11t 
to a ge11erous mind, ,v}10 kne\\' \\1l1at \Vas i11ost agreeal>lc to 1ne. 

I 11e\1er, that I re1ne111lJer, forl)adc ) ot1r goi11g to a pla)'· 
Jlrc>babl)1 )'OU left off goi11g because )'OU kne''' it so co11trary 
to iny n1ind. A11d I took it ki11dly of )'OU. 

His genui11c a11xicty for 11er ,,,e]farc is sl10\v11 i11 1na11y 
letters, such as t11c folJo,\ri1ig \vritte11 to 11cr in l 777, 
\\

1l1c11 sl1e \'\1 as 011 11oliday at t11c 1101ne of tl1at \\1 ell-kno\v11 
])Ortrait pai11ter, ~J01111 Russel] (l<1ter R.A.), a great friend 
of the fa1nil )': 

I tl1i11k )'OU 1nay a\1ail yourself of Ill)' s1nall k11c>wledge of 
books a11d poetry. I a111 11ot 11et too <>lei to as ist ) ot1 a little 
in your reading, a11d pcrl1aps i1111J1 ovc )'Our taste i11 \·ersif)•i11g. 
\'ou 11ced i1ot dread Ill)' se\erit)'· I 11 t\<' a laudal>le })artiality 
for m)' 0\\'11 childre11. \i\1it11ess )·our l>rotl1ers; \\ 110111 I do 11ot 
lf>vc a jot better tl1a11 )'OU. Onl)1 lJe )'OU as ready to sl10\\' inc 
) our \1erses, as tl1C)' tl1eir music. 

1'11e e\re11i11gs I l1avc set aside for reading \\·itl1 yc>u and 
tl1cm. \hle sl1ould l)egi11 \\1itl1 11istor)'· A })la11 or order of 
stud11 is absolutely 11ecessary. \i\1itl1out tl1at, t11c 1nore )'OU 
read tl1e more )'OU arc co11fused, a11d 11evcr rise [above] 
a s111atterer in lear11i11g. 

Sall)' n1ust ha\re squir1ncd a little, 110\i\ C\1er, u11dcr 11is 
co111me11datio11 of otl1er )'Ou11g ladies to 11cr disad,·a11tage: 

I ha\1e made a co11\1ert here [Bristoll of iviiss Cl1,tp111an's 
})oardcr, !\fiss .. forga11, '"·110 goes to bed at tc11, a11d rises at 
si.x. Tl1is good begi1111ing has led l1er i11to a regt1lar imprO\'e
ment of all her tirne. She acco1n1)ar1ies 111e i11 1ny dail)' rides; 
sl1c follo\\'S tl1e pla11 of stud)' \Vl1icl1 I 11ave gi,rr11 l1cr; sl1e l1as 
got a good part of l)rior's Solomon 1))' l1cart. I a1n 110\\' teacl1ing 
11er shortl1a11d: as sl1e is as ,,•illing to receive l1elp a11d 
i11structio11 as I a1n to gi\1e it. 

\\.11)' a1n I not as useful to ITI)' O\v11 daugl1ter? \ 7c>tl l1a\·e 
a tl1irst after k110,'\1led~e, a11d a capacit)' for it. Yc>t1r \'\'a11t of 
rcsoluti<>11 to rise, aI1d to stud)· regularly, has cliscc>t1raged 111e. 
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Carr)' })ut tl1ese t\·vo poi11ts, a11d bel1old, I an1 e11tirely at )rour 
ser,ricc. \i\7het11er )'Our f)rothers go on or sta11d still, I 'vould 
go 011 co11sta11tly in assisti11g )'Otl. I '''ould read sometl1ing 
'"itl1 )'OU ever)7 da)7, a11d do , . ..,,}1a t good I ca11 for t11e little 
ti111c I shall be '''itl1 )70u. 

Your Ode 011 l)eace I l1a\'C corrected, at least, if not 
aine11ded. y·ou 111ust begi11 im111ediately to }Jc regular, to be 
diligent, to be tigl1tl)1 • Tho111as a Ke1npis, I tl1i11k, )'OU 
\vould no''' relish, and La,v's Serious Call. Your first hour, 
re111en1ber, is al,va)7S sacred. 

l~~ollo\v !\1iss Morga11's exa1nple. Be as glad of 1ny l1elp as 
if I \vas not your fatl1er. If I li\'C another )'ear, I can co1n
111u11icate to )'OU sufficient kno,vledge to go on '''itl1out me. 
It 1night l)e of great use to )'Ou, if I read tl1e }light Thoughts 
to )'OU, a11d pointed out the passages l)est \\'Ortl1 )'Our getting 
l))' l1eart. You n1a)' take your turr1 of ridi11g '' itl1 i11e> (a dress 
i11ight })e procw·ed), a11d tl1e11 '''C sl1ould l1a\e 111a11)1 a 
learned co11ference. 

Altl1ougl1 lie seems to l1a\re l)een a little 11ea\') -l1andcd 
\\1itl1 llis onl)' sunri\1i11g daug11ter (\\'C re111c1nbcr that l1c 
\Vas fift)r-one \vl1e11 sl1e \·vas born), so that s11e tur11cd ,,rj tl1 
son1etl1i11g of relief to 11er u11cle J01111, there is no doubt 
of 11is deep lo\1e for you11g Sally. A11d it \r\"as to lier tl1at 
l1e tur11ed for con1fo1't duri11g 11is last autu11111 at Bristol, 
i11 I 787; 

l)ro})a}Jl)7 I sl1all depart \vithout taking lca\C.• 1)1 C)'CS fail 
n1c for ,.vriti11g a11d readi11g. Perl1aps t11ey n1a) 11c>t be quite 
darke11ed, till tl1C)' arc closed. 

111 11is 11ext letter 11e added, 'Prol)alJl)' )'OU '"ill 11a\·c tl1c 
office of 11i1to11's daugl1ter i11 my last da),.S>. B) October 
1 787 t11is pro1Jl1ec)' 11ad bee11 fulfilled, a11cl 011e of l1is 
last letters to ~1iss Briggs \\1as '"'ritte11 \\111011) i11 t11e hand 
of l1is 'secretary, Sally', to \\1]1icJ1 lie ai)J)C11ded 11is 
signature. A11d it '''as \\1itl1 l1is l1a11d i11 11crs t11at 11e 
died 011 Saturda)' 29th Marcl1 I 788. 



CHAPTER X 


CURE OF SOULS 


C1-1ARLES \'\'ESLEY's 1)rcacl1ing a11d }JOetr)' \\'ere i1n1)ortant 
factors i11 tl1e SJJread of Metl1odisn1, l)ut \·vitl1out Jol1n's 
adn1inistrati\1C ge11ius ai1d calm statcsn1a11sl1ip the fire 
m.igl1t easil)1 ha\'C bur11ed itself out i11 a gc11cratio11 \\1itJ1 
little to sl10\v \\·l1erc it l1ad bec11 exCCJJt a rc11e\'\1ed grou1) 
of Cl1ristia11 '"'Orsl1iJJ}JCrs here and tl1erc. Co11tinuall)1 t11e 
leaders produced by t11e 1·evi\1al \Vere l1i\1i11g off~ beco1ning 
clerg)·me11 or ini11isters effecti,,e 0111)' in a li1nited localit)'· 
Son1etin1es tl1is \vas l)ecause of a ge11ui11e fear of a lJreak 

'' it11 tl1e EstalJli 11cd Cl1urcl1, so111etin1es })ccause tl1e 

strain of iti11era11C)' J1ad proved too 111ucl1 for tl1e111. 

Botl1 causes, as \\'C l1a\1e seen, operated '" itl1 Cl1arles 
\\'eslC)' l1i1nsclf, tl1c scco11d-i11-co111111a11d of tl1e 1et11odist 

societies. 011 sc\·cral occa~io11s l1c l1ad J)011dered tl1e 

ad\~sabili ty of acce1Jting a Cl1urcl1 li,1i11g, l)u t i10 1Jisl101) 
\vas e\•er tc> i11stitute l1i111 to 'tl1e cure a11d go\1er11n1e11t of 
the souls' of a11y l~nglisl1 parisl1. He l1ad come to belie\1c 
tl1at a 11igl1er autl1ority 11ad assig11ed to J1in1 tl1e inucl1 
more difficult ta k of rcn1ai11i11g firnU)' JJla11ted i11 the 
'"ride11i11g gap f)et\\ ee11 ~fetl1.odism a11d tl1e Cl1urch of 
England. l~or tl1e last t11irt)1 ) 

7 ears of J1is life, 110\\'C\1er, 
t11is in effect 1nea11t a cure ofsouls, thougl1 a \'Cr)' cxte11si,·e 
011c. Tl1e full iti11era11C)', a11d tl1e detailed orga11izatio11 of 
tl1c 11ctl1odist 1)reacl1ers a11d societies, grad uall)' slipped 
fron1 J1is grasp, until lie beca111e a ki11d of Anglica11 
missio11cr, statio11ed alter11ati\rely i11 t\\10 l1uge 1)arisl1es, 
Bristol a11d Lo11do11-a11d fi11all)1 al1nost exclusi\rely i11 
Lo11do11. 

I-Iis fiftietl1 )'ear fou11d Jii111 me11 tall)' a11d ])ll)'Sically 
exl1austcd, quite u11fitted for t11e strai11s u11der ,,,]1jc]1 l1is 
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a111azi11g })rotl1cr seen1cd to fiourisl1, so tl1at Charles 
could exclaim: 'He is an asto11isl1ing )'Outl1, a11d n1a)1 be 
saluted, like tl1e eastern monarcl1s, ''O ki11g, live for 
e\'er!'' ' 111 Ju11e 1758, for i11sta11ce, Cl1arles '"'rote to l1is 
\'\1ifc: 

I dined at 11iss Cl1a111bers's \·vitl1 1r. a11d ~1rs. Hu11t, 11r. 
a11d ~1rs. Bo'"·ls, 11r. Do\\rning, &c. '\'e sang, and pra)·ed, 
a11d talked 011 tl1c one thi11g, 11ot \vitl1out life and co1nfort. 
)let \Vas I tl1orougl1l)' tired })efore '' e parted. I can11ot a\\'a)' 
\vitl1 111orc tha11 tl1rce or at 111ost f(>w· i11 co1n1)a11)'· A cro,vd 
e\1er of religious people dissipates 111c, u11less '"'e spe11d tl1e 
\vl1olc ti1ne i11 \\'Orsl1ip. I })elic\1C I sl1all qt1ite co1ne over to 
you, a11d i1ever stir fro111 home except to \1isit tl1e sick or to 
})reach. . . . 11)' lo\·e of retire1ne11t i11creases \\'i tl1 ID) })usi11ess, 
a11d I sl1ould 11ot be sorr)' if all tl1e religious '' orld cast me off. 

E\re11 11is preacl1i11g, indeed, 11ad to be curtailed, and i11 
I~..el)ruar)' 1759 l1e '"'rote l1ome: 

I am as careful of n1)'Self as )rou ca11 \vish mc-a11d a good 
deal tc>o careful i11 tl1e judgen1e11t of son1e. 1y })rother had 
set 111e dO\\'ll for J)reacl1ing e\1ery i1igl1t i11 tl1e \\'eek, at e\·cr)' 
quarter of tl1c to\v11. I regard 11ot his co1nn1a11ds of tl1is 
(sort?), a11d plai11l)' told l1in1 so. 

Charles pi11ed for tl1e life of a cou11tr)' clcrg)·n1an, 
son1etl1i11g like tl1e studious retircn1e11t of tl1e Ep,,·ortl1 
rector)1 • \\ 

711en retur11i11g fron1 Georgia i11 1736 11e had 
\'Oiced t11esc fceli11gs to l1is l)rotl1er J01111: 

P1 ay aslc 1\fr. [ 0 gletlzorpe?], who lrnows 1ne better than I do 11?) self, 
these tuo questions; 

I. J1 "lzetlier lze tliinks 11ie fit to be trusted with the care of souls? 
2. J1'lietlzer I could Jiaue a small village re1note fi onz airy toutz, 

where I rnay hide t1l)'Seljfro112 all business and all co1njJa11y? 

T11e same desire for a quiet, localized ininistry ''ras 

CXJ)rcsscd to 11is V\1ifc from London a n1ontJ1 after tl1eir 

•r11arr1age: 

I took S\veet counsel \vith our select brethre11 110\v to 1nake 

tl1c n1ost of a sl1ort life. I11 1ni11e, I '' at1t n1ore actio11 and 
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111ore retireme11t, and acquai11ted tl1e111 \·vitl1 1ny resolutio11 
to appropriate all 1ny 111or11ings to study or self-improve111ent, 
and all my a~ter11oons to visiti11g fro1n l1ouse to house. \Ale 
applied to our Lord for stre11gth to fulfil tl1e desires l1e gave 
us; a11d I a1n persuaded, as to Ill)'Self, tl1at 111y latter end \vill 
1Je 1Jetter tha11 n1y 1Jegi1111i11g. 

T11at he '"·as e111i11c11tly succc sful as a pastor i11 Bristol 
and Lo11don is cvide11ccd by t11e J)COJ)le's lo\1e for 11im, 
t11e sacrifices tl1at t11C)' \·Vere read)' to 111ake 011 l1is beJ1alf, 
and t11eir '"''illi11g11ess to joi11 forces '"'itl1 11i1n C\1c11 against 
11is 111ore ambitious a11d far-seei11g })rother. l1is letters 
al)ou11d \'\1itl1 exan11)les sh0\\1i11g 110\\' he l1a11dled the 
spiritual proble111s of tl1e souls under l1is care. IIere, for 
insta11ce, is 11is ratl1er drastic 1netl1od of deali11g \'\ i th tl1c 
self-satisfied backsliders '"'110 '"'ere all too frequent i11 tl1c 
carl)r days of tl1c rc\ri\1al, as outli11cd i11 a letter of October 
1740 to 11is 1Jrotl1cr: 

A soul that a11s\·vers )'Our descriptio11 I \·vould deal '"itl1 ii1 
;·our 111a11ner. But SUJJpose a justified persc>n settled again 
UJJOll }1is lees, a11d )))' }1is past graces strengtl1e1u1 r }1in1self in 
l1is jJresent \vickcd11ec;s ('1vhetl1er of l1cart or life). I \vould 11ot 
tell ucl1 a11 one l1e 11e\1er \·vas justified, l)ut tl1a t 11c \Vas 110\\' 
i11 a far '"'orse state tl1an if l1e 11e\1er l1ad tasted tl1c grace of 
God fi·o111 '"'hicl1 l1e is fallen. '].,}1at 11e NE\ ER CAN recover 
till l1e co111es to Cl1ri t as l1e did at first, a poor da11111ed 

u11justificd sin11er-st1ij1pe(l of all. But ,v}1ile 11e rests i11 l1is 

f or1ner coxnforts he is '"'orse tl1a11 a })ttl)lica11, '"'C>rsc tl1a11 eve11 

a gross l)l1arisee, i11as111ucl1 as l1c is 110\v a sul)tlc, i11\\1ard, 
S}liritual Pl1arisee a11d trusts i11 tl1e abuse of 111erc)r. Out of 

tl1is [strong]l1old I '"'ould drive a11d tl1rust J1i111 do\v11 i11to 

tl1e deep of l1is si11 a11d n1iser)'· Neitl1er, till l1c l1umbles 
himself under tl1e 1nighty l1a11d of God, can l1c C\ er Ile 
exalted or restored. 

He '"'c11t on to quote co11crete exam1)lcs, as '"'ell as furtl1er 
to discuss the SJ)iritual J)ri11ciplcs UJ)Oll \\1l1icl1 11i 1)astoral 

'' ork '''as based: 
7E.g. A11n Holto11 ( 011ce justified) is 110\\ in the false assura11ce 

of faith~ li\1es in all '"rorldl)rrnindedness, passio11 a11d re' iling: 
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but for all tl1at sl1e says 110 man sl1all rolJ lier of 11er con
fide11ce. Sl1c will not, no she will not receive the sentence of 
deatl1 i11 l1erself, and must therefore si11k \\1itl1 lier broke11 
reeds i11to I-fell. 

T. Batl1 is 11ot so proud as sl1e was. 
Afrs. Labbe1 too, stops sl1ort 011 tl1is side Jordan, and i10 011e 

sl1all persuade l1er l1er heart is 11ot cl1a11ged i1z part . ... 
B. Sa)1Sc is 011c of a })etter spirit, }'et l1i111 also '"·ould I bring 

i11to t11c deep of l1un1ility. He })egan to be lifted up, thought 
so111etl1i11g of l1i1nself, despised a11d told his \vife 11e '"as 11iore 
spiritual tl1a11 }1er. 11)1 \vea1)ons \Vere n1igl1ty tl1rougl1 God to 
t11e 1)ulling d0\\111 of l1is strongl1olds, ) et \vould I i1ot tell hi1n 
tl1at I 110\\' think hi1n l1uml)le, (or ratl1er, less proud), for nry 
l1eart sl1o'"retl1 me the \·vickedness of l1is, tl1at '"'as I to ol>scrve 
it to l1i111, l1e \vould lJc proud of l1is 11u1nility.... 

I ca1111ot f)ut tl1i11k \Ve agree i11 the general tl1at C\ ('1) c>11e 
''ho is settled, but 11ot 011 Cl1rist, should be u11settled gai11.G 

'\'l1c11 God lzas given faitl1, I am firml) 1)ersuaded, He gi' cs 
so1ne rneasure of true l1umilit}1 before He gi,·es me a rooted love; 
tl1at is, before I a111 i11 Christ a ne\v creature I sl1all feel Ill) self 
in Adam a falle11 spirit. 

O\rcr t\'\1e11t)' )'ears later J1e \Vas urgi11g e\1e11 n1orc stro11gl)' 
tl1e da11gers of spiritual pride, '"'riti11g to Josc1)l1 Co\'\'nle)1 : 

)'ou lJelievc a ma11 perfect l)ecause l1e sa}1S 'I am': that's 
tl1e \'ery reaso11 for \\'l1ich I l)elie\1e, and a1n sure, he is 
i1ot perfect. 

Letters \'\1ritten under the infiue11ce of dee1) cmotio11 
c11able us to '"'atcl1 liim b)' t11e deatl1-beds of J1is people, 
as tl1at of you11g Alexander \i\111ite i11 I 748: 
rl'oday after gi\1i11g hin1 tl1e Sacrament I asked 110\\' he \Vas. 
1-Ie told me Satan l1ad bee11 buffeti11g l1i111 t\\ o nigl1ts ago, 
'and made 111c tl1ink i11y heart \Vas di,rided 1Jet\vee11 God and 
tl1e \vorld. A11d I offered God n1y l1eart, a11d He \vould not 
take it for a \Vl1ile. But I cried to Hi1n so i11ucl1 the n1ore 
tl1at 1-Ie n1igl1t take it. A11d He did at last: a11d He \\ill keep 
it to all cter11it)1.' 

I asked if he \vas easy no,v? ')'es: tl1e \\ icked 011e toucl1es 
111e 11ot. I a111 kept in perfect peace.' \1\ 11et11er his pai11 did 
11ot trouble hi1n? 'No. The Lord bears all my })w·dens.' 

1 The name is \\rritten in shorthand. .. 
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'Tl1en pai11 is Ii ttlc to )'Ou?' 
'It is i1otl1i11g: tl1e co1nfort is so i11ucl1 greater tl1at it quite 

s\vallo\\'S it up.' 
'l)o )'OU t11i11k \\ c sl1all k110\\' 011e a11otl1er i11 Paradise?' 
'I ca11 111ake 110 doubt of it. I go a fe'"' 1no1ncnts before to 

tell our elder l)retl1re11 )?Ou are co111i11g after.' 
I asked 11in1 to pra)1 for 111e. '1"'11at', said l1c, 'I can11ot 

help, \\1l1ile I a1n i11 t11c ])Od)'; and I 110\v 1)ray my God to 
l)Iess you and make )'OU a l)urni11g ai1d a sl1i11i11g light
,,}1ich )'OU are.' He the11 kissed i11y l1a11d \\'ith great eager
11css. I kissed hi1n, a11d i11 inighty prayer \\'C co111111e11ded l1is 
spirit to God. AlJout a doze11 of us \\1crc \·vit11csses a11d sharers 
of l1is triu1111)l1. 

i\fa11)' of t11e i)eOJ)le \·vho came under t11e i11flue11ce of 
tl1e :\1ctl1odists '"'ere n1aki11g t11eir first co11tact '"r:it11 
1)erso11al religio11, and tl1ei1· Ile\\ fou11d expcric11ce \\1as 
gi\1en its seal i11 baptis111 or re-ba1)tis111 oftc11 by in11ner
sio11. 11ote \\rritte11 b)' Cl1arles \\Tc ley i11 1 739 to the 
Bisl1op of Bristol, Dr. Joseph Butler, i of i11tcrest: 

11Y LORD, 

Sc,1cral 1)erso11s, 1Jotl1 Quakers and l3a1)tists, l1a\1C applied 
to me for l)a1)tis111. 1"'11eir 11a111es are \'V. Crease, !\1ary Crease, 
~1ary Grcgc>r)', llel>ecca l)icke11so11, A1111c Apa11i11, Eliz. M.ills, 
Eliz. l)arso11s. It l1as })leased God to 111akc ine instru1nc11tal 
i11 t11eir co11viction. '],J1is 11as gi\1en tl1e1n sucl1 a Jlrej udice 
for me that t11ey desire to be recei,, d i11to tl1e Cl1w·ch by 
111y 111i11ist1) . Tlie)' cl1oose like\'\'ise to lJe f)aptized 1)}' i1111ner
sio11, a11d l1a\ c engaged 1ne to give )'Our Lordsl1i1) i1otice, as 
tl1e Cl1urcl1 requires. 

The eXj)Crience of a Londo11 1'1etl1odist lJa})tized by rum 

is described i11 a letter of 1758: 

Yesterda)1 I sa\v ~11·s. Bird. At l1er baptism [a fe\v days 
earlier] she \·vas qt1itc o,·erpo\vered, a11d struck s1)eechless. 

0\'\1 sl1e tells nle, i11 goi11g l1ome tl1a t 11igl1t sucl1 jO)' sprung 
up i11 lier l1eart as sl1e 11e\1er felt l)efore: a joy u11speakable 
ai1d full of l1ea\re11. It lasted all 11igl1t. Sl1e could l1a\'C 
rejoiced to gi\1e up her spirit tl1e11, kt10\\1i11g sl1e sl1ould })e 
saved ctcr11all)·. Si11ce tl1e11 sl1e l1as l)ee11 fi·igl1te11ed at the 
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\·vithdra\'\'ing, or at least a1Jate1ne11t, of lier l1appi11ess. I told 
lier sl1e must expect temptatio11 as \vell as co111fort, a11d ow· 
Lord's O\'\'ll lJaptisn1 \Vas i1n111ediatel)1 follo\ved l)y te1111)tatio11. 

Someti1nes t11e circu1nstances '"'ere e\1e11 more u11usual, 
as i11 1774 at Bristol: 

I l1a\1e 11ad ,,·itl1 me tl1is n1011tl1 or more t\VO ''C1')7 extraordi11ary 
scl1ol£1rs a11d catechu1ne11s: t\·vo African princes, carried off 
fi·oin Old Calabar lJy a Bristol captain after t11ey l1ad seen 
l1im a11d l1is cre\v massacre tl1eir brotl1er a11d t11ree hundred 
of their countr)'tne11. Tl1C)' l1a\1e bee11 six )'ears i11 sla\1er)·, 
made tl1eir escape hitl1er, \'\1ere thr0\'\'11 into irons, 1Jut rescued 
1>)1 Lord 11ansfield, a11d are to l)e se11t ho11oural)ly l)ack to 
tl1eir brotl1er, ki11g of CalalJar. This n1c>r11ing I baptized 
tl1em. 1'11e)1 recei\1ed botl1 tl1e ounvard \1isil)le sig11 a11d tl1e 
i11\'\rard spi1 itual grace in a \\'011derful 111a11ner ar1d 111easure. 

Occasionall)' l1is pastoral duties e\1cn i11\10l\1cd exorcisn1: 

l;ri. Aug. 15 [I 766]. Breakfasted again '"'ith ~1rs. H[crve)·?]. 
l.,l1e last time, sl1e ir1for1ned n1e of tl1e l1ouse bei11g distu1 })ed 
lJ)' a11 i11\1isible lady (as \·vas supposed) \vl10 died t11ere last 
sum111cr i11 des1)air. l\11·s. H. herself '"'as kept se\ cral i1igl1ts 
fro1n slee1)i11g lJ)' tl1e 11oises. I pra)1ed tl1at she 111igl1t r1ot 1Jc 
distur})ed l))' ar1y })ei11gs \•isible or i11visible; a11d sl1e 11as 
11e\rer heard it si11ce, altl1ough tl1e rest of the fa111il)' 
co11stantl)7 do. 

Not 0111)' do Cl1arles \i\1esle)''s letters reveal l1is 111etl1ods 
and success as a pastor; t11e)' tl1c1nsel\'CS were a inetl1od, 
and a \'Cry \'alualJlc 011e, by \·vl1icJ1 11e cxerci ed 11is cure 
of souls. 1i1 1751, for i11stance, \\•l1e11 J1e felt 11i1nsclf near 
to death, he \·vrote to his brotl1er from Leeds: 

I laboured to l1old up as long as I could, })ut ''as fc>rccd at 
last to follo'"' tl1eir advice a11d lie dO\\'Il. J:xpecting to grO\'\' 
\'\'Orsc, I disl)urde11ed ffi)' soul l))' \'\ri·iti11g to a dea1 fi·ie11d '"' 110 
'"·as gro\v11 slack a11d '"·ear)' of tl1e 11arrO\'\' '"a)'. I ,,·ar11ed 
and })esought l1im '" itl1 many tears to repent a11d do tl1e first 
\vorks. Tl1cn tl1e fever can1e, and l)ei11g put to bed, I la)' 
bu111ing a11d restless (lJut 11ot comfortlcss) all 11igl1t. 
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Someti111es l1e se11t pastoral letters to particular societies, 
i11 the ina1111er (a11d \\'itl1 inucl1 of tl1e J)l1raseolog)') of 
St. Paul l1i1nself: 

1"'o ID)' l)elo\ ed bretl1rc11 at Leeds, &c. 
Grace a11d 1)eace be i11ul tiplied! I tl1a11k n1)1 God 011 your 

l)ehalf for tl1c grace ,,,l1icl1 is gi\1e11 u11to ),Ou, by \vl1ich )'e 
stand fast i11 one 1ni11d a11d i11 011e spirit. M)' f\1aster, I am 
}lersuaded, sent me u11to )'OU at t11is ti1ne to confirm your 
souls in tl1c 1)rese11t trutl1, in )'<>ur calling, i11 tl1e old Jlaths of 
Gospel-ordinance. 0 tl1at )7C i11a)1 })e a 1)attcr11 t<> tl1c flock 
for )'Our u11a11i111ity a11d love! 0 tl1at )'C 111ay co11tinue 
stedfast in tl1e \'\7ord, a11d in fcl}o,vsl1i1), a11d i11 breaki11g of 
lJread, and in pra)·er, (pri,1ate, fa111il)1

, and public) till '\1e all 
1ncet arou11d tl1e great 'vl1ite thro11e ! 

Letters of co11solation naturall)' 100111ed large i11 lus 
correspondence. He '"'rote to Jose1)l1 Co\v11le)' 011 tl1e 
loss of 11is \vif c: 

Lo11don, June g, 1 774. 
!\fY DEAR BROTHER, 

It is tl1e Lord! Let Him do as see111etl1 I Jim good. He l1as 
take11 a'\a)' tl1e desire of yow· C)eS 'vitl1 a stroke; f)ut He 
does i1ot forbid )'OU to feel ) our loss, like Ezekiel. It is a great 
tl1i11g that )'OU ca11 sul)1nit, a11d /Jatiently bear ) our irreparal)le 
lc>ss. B)' a11d l))' )'OU '"ill feel tl1e cc>1nfort of calrn a11d perfect 
resignatic>11. J>erl1aps you 111ay i1ot lJe jo;!ful i11 tribulation till 
tl1rough inucl1 tribulatio11 you arc e11tcrcd tl1c ki11gdon1. 

You sl1all go to l1er, a11d then Anow perfect!)' the lo\re of )'Our 
l~atl1er in tl1is severe affliction, a11d comprel1end how all the 
patl1s of tl1e Lord are incrC)' a11d trutl1. 

He \\'Ould not all0\\1 sorro\v to be overdone, 110\'\'C\rer. 
A )1ear after tl1e dcatl1 of gra11d old \li11cc11t Pcr1·011et, 
'Archbisl101) oftl1e ~1etJ1odists', l1e \\1rotc tl1us to Perro11ct's 
grand-daugl1tcr, !\fiss Elizabetl1 Briggs: 

'Sad a1111i\1ersar)' of his tra11Slatio11,' do )'OU call it? A11d )'ow· 
'loss irre1Jarable?' Tl1e da)1 'vas the most jo)rful a11d }1appy 
l1e C\1er ki1e\\1 ; and )'Our loss is mon1entar)'> a11d reparaf)le in 
a l1app)1 eternity. \i\1e ougl1t 011ly to rejoice and give t11anks 

I 
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for his havi11g been lent to tl1e \Vorld 11ear a centur)'· Therefore 

from tl1is ti111e, observe, I can allo\v )rou to i11ourn no more. 


S1)iritual exl1ortation ' 4-'as continually on 11is liJ)S ai1d 
in }us letters. I-Iis brother Samuel's ,,,ido'v did 11ot esca1)e. 
Sl1ortly before l1er deatl1 l1e 'vrote: 

By nature \Ve are averse to the tl1ings of God. \\Te are born 
unbelie\1ers; and 11ave no faith till \VC are bor12 again. This is 
a l1ard sa)1i11g (and )'Ct a ki11d one) tl1at )'OU, ID)' dear sister, 
are not yet bor12 again. 0 let me beseecl1 )'OU to ask our dear 
Lord \·vhetl1er tl1ese tl1i11gs l)e so. If )'OU 11a\1e not experienced 
tl1is change, there stands an i1npossibilit;1 l)et\\'ixt you a11d 
salvation. l~or 'except a ina11 be bor11 of tl1e Spirit l1e cannot 
enter i11to tl1e ki11gdo111 of hea\1e11: a11d '" itl1out l1oli11ess 110 
one sl1all see the Lord.' Do not (I again co11jure )'Ou) slight 
my \Vords, for )'OU now want so11U!thing without which it is i111possible 
for )'OU to be saved. If you '"rill co11sent to sec your \·va11t, Jesus 

Christ \vill suppl.Ji it. l~or it is 110 otl1er tl1an Hi1nself, e\re11 

'Christ i11 )'OU the hope of glor)'.' 

To the ei1d of 11is life he '''as tl1us comn1ending J)Crso11al 
religio11 to appare11tl)1 uns)1mpathetic readers. 111 I 776, 
aCter \1isiti11g )'Oung Cl1arles's tutor Josepl1 Kel\'\'a)', l1e 
\\1rote a letter t11at caused 11in1 mucl1 1ne11tal exercise, as 
is sl10,vn b)' tl1e draft, \Vitl1 its many erasures: 

No\1• 23, I 776. 
DEAR SIR, 

T11e joy I felt at seeing you 011 :rvionda)' some\\'l1at rese1nbled 
the jO)' \·ve sl1all feel '"'hen \·ve ineet again '" itl1out our bodies. 
Most 11eartily do I tl1a11k God tl1at 1-fe l1as gi,1e11 )'OU a longer 
conti11uance a1nong us; and, I trust, a resolution to i1npro\1e 
) 70Ur few last precious mo1nents. J11e n1ust confess at our time 
of life tl1a t 'one tl1i11g is needful', eve11 to get ready for our 
unchangeable eternal state. . . . You are co11\1i11ced of Ill)' si11cere 
lo\re for )'Our soul, and tl1ereforc allo\v 111e tl1e libe1 t)' of a 
frie11d. As sucl1 I \'\1rite, not to teacl1 ) ou '"hat )'OU do 11ot 
k110\v, l)ut to stir up )'Our inind }))' \Va)' of rcmc111bra11ce, and 
exl1ort both )'OU and JD)'Sclf 

Of little life the most to make 

And manage wisel)' )'Our last stake. 
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After tl1is fa\ ourite quotation fi·o111 Abral1a111 Co\'\1lcy he 
\Ve11t 011 to d scril)e i11 detail tl1e i1ature oftrue repenta11ce, 
st1cl1 a l1e felt tl1at Kel\'\ ay e\1c11 ) et 11ecdcd, sig11ing 
l1imself 'tl1e fai t11ful scn'a11t ai1d frie11d of )'Our soul, C\1\''. 

1.,11< fa1nil} of tl1c Re\'. \li11cc11t Perro11et of Sl1orel1am 
11ad a 1)articula1 l) \-varn1 place i11 l1is affectio11s. A i1umber 
of letters sun i\ c \\ hicl1 \'\'ere \-vrittcn to }lcrronet's son 
'Villjarn, a ) ou11g arn1)' surgco11: 

l\1a11cl1ester, Oct. 23, 1 756. 
))E R \i\111 I , 

'\\ atcl1 ai1d 1)1,Ly.' '\'atcl1i11g iinplies early risi11g. 'Pra)r:' 
tl1at is, c11tcr i11tc> th) closet. 1.,11e first l1our should aI,,vays be 
sacrecl. Ua11 y tl1i poi11t, and tl1e \·vorld, tl1e fiesl1, a11d the 
devil, l1all fall 1Jefore )'OU. 

'A fc'" 111inutc fc>1 pia)·er' arc far l)ettcr tl1an no11e at all: 
1Jt1t p1 ay r 11e\·er hi11de1 s l>t1si11ess. '\I\ l1c>ll) takc11 up' tl1ere
'vitl1, ) et begi11 tl1c da) i11 tl1c spirit of 1)rayer and sacrifice: 
so sl1all ) au tl1ri\ e indeed, and '"'l1atsoe\ er )'OU do it shall 
p1ospcr. 

Your fait11ful frie11d, 
Charles '\Tesley. 

13ristol, l\1a1 cl1 25, 1 758. 
DEAR \\TJI...J, 

. . . Your last lJut one 1nentio11s 'busi11ess a11d ,,ariety of 
compa11y as a 1e111ed) for )'OW dejection of spi1 its.' Strange 

that 011e ,v}10 }1as tasted the true n1edici11e of life sl1ould talk 

so idly! If )'OU l1a\1e forsaken the fou11tai11, i11 \ ai11 do )'OU 
he\\ out broke11 cistc111S. r'fl1ey can l1old 110 \vater. Despair 

of 11elp till you reco\ er your first lo\ e. Acquaint )'Ourself 

again '"itl1 Cl1rist, a11d be at peace. I pra)1 God deli\ er )10u 
from e\•ery sl10\'\' and shado'"' of l1appi11ess, and Jceep )'OU 

miserable, till you see a11d fi11d 11appiness i11 1-Ii1n. 

CJ1arles Wesle)1 's score of letters to Ebe11ezer Black\vell, 
ra11ging O\'Cr the )'ears 1746 to I 7 53, are full ofexl1ortations 
most ap1)ropriate to a ma11 of n1011ey: 

0 ID)7 dear frie11d, 'vork for God, before t11e 11ight cometl1. 
Labour for tl1e meat that endureth to life eter11al. \\ ith all 
thy gettings, get \'\'isdom. ?\1ake frie11ds of the mammon of 
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unrighteousness. Lay up treasure i11 l1ea\·en. Let the l\1aster 
\·vhen He co1netl1 find )'OU ,,·atcl1ing. 

DEAR SIR, 

I l1a\1e often had it 011 n1)' rnind to tell )'OU 1nyfi iendly fears, 
lest )'Our cngageme11t '''ith the ge11tle1nen c>f )'Our Club sl1ou]d 
i11sensibl)1 dra\,y )'OU i11 turtl1er than )'OU \Vere a\·vare i11to the 
'"a)'S a11d spirit of t11e \\10rld. J>erl1a1Js l)y sl)' )'OU might lJe 
led eve11 into their di\1ersio11s, '' hich )'OU k110\\ can 11evcr lJe 
done to tl1e glory of God. Perhaps )'OU n1a)' l)y little and 
little beco1ne partaker of tl1cir sins, at least lJy )'Our silence at 
their idle \Vords or paths. Tl1ere's 110 sta11di11g 11euter in the 
11udst of ,v·orldl)' n1e11. 

A11otl1er great busi11ess frie11d of tl1e \\1esle)·s, Samuel 
Llo)1d, \\1as si111ilarl)' c]1allc11ged ·vvhc11 J1is co1nmercial 
activities co11tinued far lo11gcr tha11 seemed good: 

l\1y DEAR SIR, 

. . . I have neitl1er rigl1t nor desire to k110\·V tl1e state of 
)'Our affairs. Neither l1a\re I e\rer l1ad 011e careful tl1ougl1t 
about )'OU. Tl1e l)lessi11g of God is \\1itl1 )'Ou; that is enougl1. 
I trust 11im for 111)' friends as '''ell as for ffi)'Self. All my 
trouble is t11at t11ere seen1s 110 end of )'Our toils on tl1is side 
eternity. A fe''' cairn da)'S should co11clude so \'arious a life. 

Four )'ears later J1c '''as still '"'riti11g i11 similar \'ein: 

Bristol, Fel)r. 27, 1768. 
Mv DEAR SIR, 

It see111s as if,,,e had forgot eacl1 other. '\Te shall shortl)' 
meet in the land \vl1ere all t11ings (temporal or grievous) are 
forgotte11; therefore let us lose 110 ti1ne to secure t11e one thing 
needful. Our only lJusiness no\v is 

Of little life tl1e most to make, 

A11d manage \Visel)' our last stake.... 


Tell me, if )'OU can, tl1at )'OU are less l1u1Tied i11 business, 
l)etter in l1ealth, calmer in mi11d, poorer in spirit, and )'OU 
\\

1ill gi\1e great satisfaction to, dear sir, 
Your faitl1ful lo\ring servant, 

C. \i\7esley. 
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Fric11dly exl1ortatio11 could 1Je tra11sformed into seari11g 
rebuke \\1hen occasion de1nanded. St1cl1 sce111cd to IJe 
tl1e case \\1itl1 Richard 11oss, forn1er fctl1odist preacl1er, 
'' 110 J1ad successfully co11cealcd l1is biganl)' fro111 tl1c 
\\'e lcy brotl1crs for n1a11)1 )Tear , a11d l1ad dccei,·ed Cl1arles 
\Vc Icy into '1narr)·i11g' l1i111: 

\i\'l1at ca11 I say to 011e '"ho \vas 111)' frie11d, \vho1n I loved so 
\·vcll, and trusted so entirel)r? . . . [IJ give )'OU ltp fc>r a . 
I ca1111ot 'vritc tl1e 'vord. I ca1111ot express Ill)' tl1ougl1ts, or 
tl1e l1orror of n1)' sot1l at ,,·}1at )'C>u l1a\'C do11c-\vl1at you 
ha\rc \Jee11! 11)' l)rother·s tl1ougl1ts arc as 111j11e. I~\7Cl')' l1onest 
and good 1nan's judgme11t is t11e sa111c. )'ou k110\·V our 111ind 
in ~1rs. 13.'s. Ho,,· ca11 )'OU bear to tl1i11k 011 tl1at ,,·orth)1 

i11jured \·vo1na11? On )rour l1avi11g 1nadc inc tl1e instru111ent 
of l1er rui11? 011 your having abu<; d Ill) IJr<,tl1er l>)' suc11 a11 
heap of lies, sucl1 a train of deep di :si1nt1l,ttic>11? ()n )'Our 
l1a\ i11g gi\ en sucl1 a \\ ou11d to religi<>Il, a11d 1Jrougl1t such 
a reproach 011 a \vl1c>le i1111occnt people? 

1'11is is not tl1e la11guage ofpassio11. I ''rite ''itl1out raili11g 
or a~gra\1atio11s. 

)'ou i11arried )'C>Ur first and only \vi ft 28 ) ears ago.1 You 
ra111e soo11 after to us, a11d al)uscd our crrclt1lit)' \vitl1 a false 
sto1 y. 11.e )'C>u told tl1at )'C>u 11ad i,~c11 dra\v11 i11 \vl1ile a 
tl1ougl1tless f)C>)', a11d forced to tn<ll r) a rc>1111no11 '"'}1ore i11 
a fit of dru11ken11ess; tJ1at ) ou left l1e1 '''l1cn sol)cr and 11e\rer 

\ 7sa\v l1er more. ou t<>ld nl)' l>rotl1er l1<'r 11a111c \\'as I\1oll Platt. 
\\'e l)elie\1 ed )'OU. \"ou tlll 11ed a st1 ict 1et11odist, '"as recei\'ed 
IJ) my brother \'\ itl1 tl1c ut1nost confidence. 11.ari icd a11other 
'" 0111a11; had se,·cral children b) l1cr. l)rofcssed perfectio11, 
\\hile li\ring for )'ears i11 k110\vn '"'ilfuJ adultcr)'· Buried her: 
made use of 111e to dccei\ e a11othcr, a ge11tle,,·01na11 of fatllil)' 
and fortune: robbed l1er of tl1e last: paid so111e of )'Our debts 
''itl1 11er 1no11C)'; left her bel1i11d to pa)' tl1c icst. Gatl1ered 
all together, a11d ,,·e11t 1nissio11er to America. 

O\V ) 10U i11ust l1a\'C bee11 all tl1is tin1e eitl1er an ll)'pocrite 
or a sclf-dccei\1er. If a11 11)''J)Ocrite, the dce1)est I e\1er l1eard 
or read of. In all )rour J)ra)·ers, si11gings, t<:isti11gs, com
mu11icati11gs, exl1orti11gs, preacl1i11gs, '''as you or cc>uld you be 
carr)·i11g on tl1e cl1eat? If so, )'OU can11ot ])elie\1e t11c \\'Ord of 

1 26th J)ecember 1 741, as ho\\'11 b) th~ certificate \\!hich Cl1arles 
\\'e ley quoted in full. 
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the Bible. You can11ot belie\1e there is either hea\1e11 or hell, 
or God or devil. But )rou '\'as 0111)1 a self-deceiver? Tl1is can 
l1ardl)' be co11cei\red. Your sn1ootl1 soft \Va)' might and did 
bli11d otl1ers; but could you t11erelJ)' bli11d )10urself? \\7as )10U 
11ot conscious of \vl1at )'OU l1ad do11e? If )'OU did persuade 
)'Ourself t11at all 'vas right, then you 'vas gi,ren t1p 1Jy the just 
judge111e11t of God to strong delusion to belie\1e it: )'Our l1eart 
\Vas 11ardened and )'Our conscie11ce sealed. And if tl1ere is a 
God ,,·}10 judgetl1 the eartl1, He is )'Our Enemy, and if there 
is an 11ell it is )'Our portion. 

As Cl1arles Wcsle)' claimed, tl1is is 11ot i1npassio11ed 
\vriti11g; l)ut it l)ites deep. TJ1ese are tl1e \'\'Ords of a n1an 
to \\1l1on1 l1u1na11 souls mattered great!)', to '"rl1on1 the 
fair 11ame of religio11 '"'as \'Cf)' precious. Alt11ough 11e 
l1ad gone i11to \1vl1at seemed con11)arativ·e rctire1nent by 
the side of l1is l)rotl1er's tireless \.Ya11deri11gs, l1e '''as still 
desperate!)' concer11cd about l1is task as 011c of tl1e 
sl1e1)l1erds of CJ11·ist's flock, a task \\1l1icl1 l1ad been out
li11ed i11 \\1eigl1ty \\1ords by t11e Bishop of Lo11don at his 
ordi11ation into t11e priestl1ood: 

to be messe11gers, 'vatcl1me11, and ste,vards of the I"'ord; to 
teacl1, and to prc111onish, to feed and pro\1idc for t11e Lord's 
fan1il)·; to seek for Cl1rist's sl1ccp that are dispersed abroad, 
and for His childre11 \\·ho are in tl1e midst of tl1is naught)' 
'"'orld, tl1at tllC}' 111a)' be saved tl1rough Cl1rist for e\per. 



CHAPTER XI 


ORDINATION IS SEPARATION 


WE ha\·e sce11 110,v t11e )1ear 1760 n1arked a cli111ax ir1 
Charles '¥csley's efforts to kee1) tl1e ~fet11odists saili11g 
i11 'the old s11ip' of tl1e Cl1urch of England. For a11otJ1er 
quarter of a centur)1 }1e conti11ued a losi11g \\1arfare agai11st 
t11e forces \vllich n1ade for separatio11. He \vas glad to 
SUJ)I)Ort a fe,v of t11e )70unger preac11ers i11 their desire to 
e11ter Ho1)' Orders, \\1ri ti11g to disa1)poi11tcd Josep11 Be11son 
(a future President of the Conference) i11 1772: 

It is tl1e Lord '"'ho \vills )'OU to preacl1 ,.vitl1 lii's cc,n11nission 
only. You ought not to l1a\'e repented of 11avi11g offer d your
self for tl1e out,vard call. '"'l1e11evcr it is best )'OU sl1<tll 11a\1e 
tlzat also. . . . I can11ot l1clp belie\1ing tl1at )'OU will be called 
to tl1e sacerdotal as \·vell as tl1e propl1etic office. Let 11ot my 
good friends Co\·v11le)' a11d Hopper i11fect you '' i tl1 their 
Jlrejudices. Gi,1e not !)lace to tl1e least disaffection to tl1e 
Cl1urcl1 of England. God 11as a fa\1our to l1er; inore, I a111 
persuaded, tl1a11 to any 11atio11al Cl1urcl1 in Cl1riste11don1. 

He also pla)1ed a11 active part i11 securing ne\\7 clerical 
blood for !v1ethoclisn1, ans,~1cri11g tl1e llev. 1'1ark Da\ris's 
objectio11s t11us: 

')."ou understand it is n1atter concluded on that the people 
are to be directed by t\velve lay preachers.' Yc>u inisunder
stand tl1eir misi11for111atio11. All \vl1ich ,,ve '''ould or ca11 do 
for keepi11g tl1em togct11cr after our departw'e is to co111me11d 
them to tl1e most solid a11d stal)lisl1ed of our 1)rcacl1crs (be 
tl1e)' t\vclve, or more, or less) '"·ho1n ''re ad\1i e to k CJ) close 
togetl1er, and regulate the societ) as near as 1n,l) 1Je accordi11g 
to tl1eir old rules. No'v tl1is is impossilJle \Vithout a clergyinan 
or two at tl1eir l1ead. '\1herefore Ill)' lJrother l1as so often and 
so \varml)' i11vited )'OU, to con1e and l1elp tl1em, lJefore ,,ve 
lea\1e them. . . . I suppose )'Our i11former 1nade )'OU 1Jelie\1e 
you must be u11der tl1e go\1er11me11t of la)' preachers, \\1l1ereas 
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i11 tl1e very 11ature of things lJoth tllC)' and t11e society must 
be under )'Our go,·ern111e11t. 

Tl1e 1)reacl1ers t11e111sel\1es, ofcourse, '-vcre i1ot too J1a1)PY 
alJout t11is, especial!)' in the case of Da\ris, \·vho \\1as fickle 
a11d rat11er untrust\\'Ortll)', a11d also expected \vl1at t11e)' 
co11sidered too 11igl1 a salar)'· Tl1eir op1)ositio11 Charles 
su1n1ned Uj) tl1us, in 11a)' I 773: 

Tl1e salar)7 is a mere prete11ce. Tl1e true a11d 01tl)1 olJjection 
is )'Our Orders. T[l1omas] O[Ji,1ers], A[lexa11der] rvf[atherl 
&c \\1ill not l)e so 1nucl1 \\'a11ted, so 1nucl1 rcs1)ected, so '"'ell 
paid, a11d so important (they foresee) if a11)T clerg)Tman 
succeed to the care of t11is flock. . . . But tl1e bridle is in 
tl1cir ja\\'S. Tl1e Fou11der a11d Head of tl1e Cl1w·cl1 of l~ngla11d 
is against tl1em, a11d I fir1nl)' believe tl1e bulk of tl1e 1)oor 
1\1et11odists \vill ne\1er turn ])isse11ters, but co11ti11ue in the 
Sl1i1) till \\'e are all })rought safe to tl1e ha\1en. 

To ensure this an understandi11g had alread)' been 
reached tl1at Joh11 \\Tesley's successor in supre1nc cI1arge 
of tl1c l\1cthodist societies sl1ould })e t11e sai11tl)' \ricar of 
11adele)', Cl1arles's old fi·ie11d J ol1n Fletcl1er, tl1ough l1is 
l1ealtl1 pro\1ed to }Jc e\7 e11 more feeble tl1an tl1at of Cl1arlcs 
11imself. 

1ot onl)' did Cl1arles \1''eslC)' stri\'C to 11old l\fetl1c>dis1n 
securcl)' 'vitl1i11 t11e Estal)lishcd CJ1urch, })ut also to lJring 
the E11glisl1 l\1ora\1ia11s })ack to tl1e fold b)' mca11 c>f union 
'\'itl1 tl1c ?\1etl1odists. Duri11g the prcli1ni11ar)· 11cgotiatio11s 
'\

1itJ1Jamcs Hutto11 i11i771,110\VC\'Cr, he made qt1itc clear 
his lo)·alty to l\1et11odism: 

D:EAR JM1ES, 


Take it for gra11ted that I am.fixed, resolved, deter1niued, su1orn 
to stand }))' tl1e 1\1[ etl1odists J a11d ffi)' B[rotl1er] right <>r \\rro11g, 
thrc>ugl1 tl1ick and tl1in. . . . ...ot\·Vitl1sta11ding Il1)' i11curable 
l)igotr)', ca11 )'OU and \·viii )'OU ]o,,e 111e? If so I am ) our ma11, 
your first a11d latest of fi·iends, )'Our 

faitl1ful c>ld C\i\T 


B)' tl1e e11d of t11e year l1e 11ad managed to bring J1is 
})rotl1er Jol111 and Hutton togetl1er, a11d t\'\O )'ears later 
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the fric11dly 11egotiatio11s \'\7ere still in JJrogrcss. Cl1arles's 
letter of CJ1ristmas Da)', I 773, co11tai11s J1is fa,rourite 
Talmudic J)l1rase, ,,}1ich is pcr1)ctuatcd at tl1e l1ead of 
J1is mcn1orial i11 tl1e Cit)1 Road Cl1apel, a11d also 011 tl1e 
\\Tesle)' tal)let in \i\'est1ni11ster Af)l)C)': 

God \vill look to that matter of successors. He buries 1--Iis 
\\ orkers, a11d still carries on His '''Ork. Let Him se11d by 
'" 110111 He '"ill se11d. Ratl1er tl1a11 the)1 sl1ould degc11erate 
into a dead for111al sect, I pra)' God tl1e \1ery i1an1e of 
!\.1ora,;an a11d l\1etl1odist n1a)1 die togetl1er! But I 1Jclie\•e 
'' itl1 Amos Co1nenius, that God has a special regard to tl1e 
Cl1w·ch of E11gland, ... a11d tl1at our Lord ,,·ill l1ave a true 
Cl1urch, a livi11g peo1)le in this isla11d, till He co111es to set 
U}) rlis Uni\rersal Kingdom. 

Ja1nes Hutto11 pro\1ed rather touch)', 110\\C\er, a11d the 
co11\·ersatio11s e\1e11tually came to i1otl1i11g, t11ougl1 as late 
as July I 786 CJ1arles \\1as ,,vriti11g to a11otl1er J)ro1nir1e11t 
!\fora\ia11, the Re''· Benja1ni11 Ijatrobc-, abot1t tl1e 
t11reatened scparatio11 from t11e CJ1urcJ1 of E11gla11d: 

1""11e fi·ie11dly i11tercourse of )'Our Socict)' a11d ours 111igl1t l)e 
a11otl1er likely i11eans of })rcse1 \ ing our cl1ildren i11 tl1eir 
calli11g. 1\1)' brotl1er is \ e1 y '"ell i11clincd to st1ch a corre
s1lo11dence. . . . Ifour I"c>rd is })leased tc> use us as peace111akers 
u11der lli111, '"'e ma)' ) ct do so111etl1i11g to'" ards J)re\ enti11g 
,tn)' separation at all. . . . 1..,11c great evil '"·l1icl1 I l1ave 
dreaded for near fift) ) ears is a scl1ism. If I Ii\ e to see tl1at 
pi C\ ented, a11d also to se the t\VC> sticks, the 1ora\1ia11 and 
I ngli h Cl1urcl1, l>ccc>1ne 011e in our ~ a\iour's )1a11d, I sl1all 
tl1cn Sa)', 'Lord, i1c>'"' lettest Tl1ou 'I..,11)' ser\1ant depart 
i11 peace'. 

1.,J1e J)Ossible u11io11 ''ritl1 tl1e l\1ora\ ia11s \Va a side
uc, ho\\ C\'Cr. T11c atte1n1)t to keep 1ct11odis1n '"'itl1i11 

tl1e A11glica11 Cl1urcl1 '"'as Cl1arles's life-\'\ orl'. 1.,11e OJ)e11
i11g of t11e catl1edral of Metl1odis1n, tl1e 'i Tc\v Chapcl', i11 
(it) Road, Londo11, i11 I 778, pro\1ided a rall)1ing-1)oi11t 
f<>r J1is SUJ)})Orters. rfJ1e fact that it \\7aS under tJ1e SUJ)Cr
\rjsion of Ai1glica11 clerg)', J10\\1C\1er, \\1as a cl1allenge to 

i 
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the tra\relling preachers, and there \\1as frictio11 bet\\ree11 
them and Cl1arles, \\1}10 \vrote to John: 

I have ser\red tl1e cl1apel mon1ing and eve11ing, and met the 
society every other \\'eek since you left us. I t11i11l{ ffi)'Self 
bound so to do as long as I can; both b)1 Ill)' duty as a clergy
ma11, and by our agreement \·vhen the cl1apel 'vas first 
opened. . . . l\1any of our subscribers, you kno\·v, '"rere not 
of our society, but of tl1e Cl1urch: out of good-\\1ill to them 
a11d to the Churcl1, not out ofill-\vill to the preacl1ers, I \·vished 
the Cl1urch service co11tinued tl1ere. 

I am sorry )1C)U yielded to tl1e preacl1ers. Tl1ey do not love 
t11e Cl1urcl1 of E11gland. \i\7}1at i11ust be the consequence 
'"'l1e11 \Ve are go11e? A separation is i11evitable. 

John \\Tesle)' l1in1self l1ad occasion to test 11is O\vn 

suprcine power over the ~1etl1odist }Jreacl1ers, b)' ren1oving 
fi·o111 t11e supcri11tende11cy at Bristol a preacl1er, Alexander 
11c Tab, ,,,ho refused to recogruze a11 Irisl1 clergyman 
stationed b)' \'\Tesley at Batl1, '"'lucl1 '"'as t11en i11 the 
l3ristol circuit. A fierce t11ougl1 sl1ort-li\1ed co11troversy 
e11sucd, duri11g \\1l1icl1 Cl1arles rCj)Orted to l1is b1·otl1er: 

[McNal)] l)itterly complai11ed of yow· taking too inucl1 upon 
) 70U: of )'ow· interfering \\7itl1 tl1e Assista11t, appointi11g hi1n 
one \Veek and displaci11g l1in1 tl1e i1ext, &c. lfe [said] 'Tl1e 
Afinisters [i.e. tl1e preachers] \Vere resolved to ha'\·e a meeting 
sl1ortly, and to settle among themselves tl1e affairs of the 
Cl1urch.' So it will not be a Congress, but a S)1nod-if they 
can agree to choose a l\1oderator. ~1r. Carlisle assures me they 
arc determi11ed to 1nake a separation, for their patience can 
hold out no 1011ger. One \Vould tl1i11k they took tl1e Amcrica11s 
for their patter11. 

By the ti1ne that their Synod is opened, I hope your sound 
sons \vill be ready to 1neet you in a la,vful assembly. God 
has suffered thc1n tl1us to sho\v tl1emsel\1es before your death 
tl1at )'OU may save a remnant, di,ridc the pre)' \Vith the 
inigl1ty, and l)equeath your cl1ildren to faithful pastors. 

011 December 6th I 779 Cl1arles added furtl1er details, 

including 11c "ab's \~ords, 'I thi11k it my dut}' to pra)' 

for the death of 1'1r. J. ,'V.': 
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Supposing you as good as dead, t11e)' begi11 to di\ride the 
spoils. Bristol a11d Batl1 are ~1r. ~1cNal)'s and Bristol's sl1are. 
1.,l1e latter expected to reign a seco11d )'Car in this place; and 
sure])' )'OU could 11ot l)e so pro\roki11gl)' vivacious as to l1old 
out be)1ond tl1at time. Having the po'"'er i11 t11eir O\\'n l1a11ds, 
they 11e\rer suspect you to rebel, or to act '"'ith sucl1 vigour 
against them. I11 your second i11fancy they l1cld your leadi11g 
strings, and out of pure compassio11 they i11te11dcd at the 
11ext Conference to spare )'Our age the burden, a11d take 
upon themselves the care of all the Churclies. ... 

Lose not t11is precious, this last opportu11it)', of establisl1ing 
)'Our authority for the rest of your days. You, si11gle, are no 
match for near two hu11dred s111ootl1-to11gued ine11. Rouse 
yourself, before tile)' fla)' you alive for )'Our ski11. Begi11 
pro\1ing )'Our sons 011e 1))' one.' l)ray for \\risdom, 1·esolutio11, 
a11d love. I 1vould gi,1e up Ill)' \vife and cl1ildre11, to clea\'e 
to )'Ou, if )'OU stand firm and faithful to )'Ourself, a11d the 
cause of God, and tl1e Cl1urch of Engla11d. 

On t11is occasion J 01111 '"'esley did \ 7i11dicate J1is aut11ori t:)', 
though he 1·ei11stated tl1e rebel, '"'11ich C11arlcs tl1ougl1t 
a sign of '"'eak.J1ess. 

Anotl1er sl1adO\\' '"·as Ioon1i11g large. At tl1is vcr}' ti1ne 
some of t11e prcacl1crs '"'ere clan1ouri11g for ordi11atio11, 
not 1Jy a 1Jishop, }Jut at t11e 11a11ds ofJol111 '"'esle)' 11i1nself. 
\'\111e11 Cl1arles l1eard of it, a11d '"pas asked b)' llis brother 
to attend tl1e 1780 Co11ferc11ce, \vl1ere t11e 1natter '" ould 
prob.ab!)' be discussed, 11c replied: 

11y reasons agai11st accepting )'Our i11vitation to tl1e Co11
fere11ce are: 

1. I can do no good. 
2. I can pre\1ent 110 C\7i1. 
3. I am afraid of bei11g a partaker of ot11er 1ncn's sins, or of 

cou11tenancing tl1em by iny presence. 
4. I am afi·aid of ITI)'Self; )"OU knO\\' I ca11not co111111and n1y 

temper, a11d )rou l1ave 11ot courage to sta11d by me. 
5. I cannot trust your resolution: unless you act '"'ith a vigour 

that is not in )'Ou, concla1natum est. 
am not sure tl1C)' will not prevail upo11 )'OU to ordain 

them. You claim tl1e power, a11d 0111)' sa11, 'It is 11ot prol)able 
you shall_ e,1er exercise it.' Prol)ability on 011e side implies 

I 
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probal)ility on the other, and I \>Vant better security. So I am 
to sta11d b)1 and see the ruin of our cause! You ki10\v 110\v far 
) 70U may depend 011 n1e: let 111e kn0\'\1 ho\·V far I ma)1 depe11d 
on )10U and on our preachers. 

Actt1al1y l1e djd atte11d, tl1ough l1e ke1)t i11 t11e background, 
as 'so1ne sort of cl1eck to tl1e i11depe11de11ts'. It '"'as not 
u11til four )'ears later that 11is lJrother took the long
tl1reate11ed step of exercising that p0\\1er of ordai11ing 
'"

1l1ic}1 Cl1arles denied he e\1er J1ad. TJ1c in11nediate cause 
\\

1as t11e 11ced of America, grie\1ousl)1 sl1ort of ordai11ed 
clerg)' · 

T11e desperate 1)ligl1t of America is \vell knO\\'Il. Jol1n 
\'\'esle)' ])elic\rcd tl1at it called for desperate remedies 
t11ougl1 l1e kne\\' tl1at his brotl1er could 11e\7 er agree. So 
Cl1arles '"'as not inforn1ed. 011 1st and 211d Se1)te1nber 
1784, i11 semi-secreC)', Joh11 \!\'esley ordai11cd t11ree 
1)rcacl1ers to scr\1e t11e American l\1ethodists. Tl1c 11u1nbcr 
i11cludcd Dr. Thon1as Coke, already a clerg)1ma11, \vhom 
\IVesley ordai11ed as 'superi11te11de11t'-a term i1aturall)1 

enougl1 i11terpreted as 'bisl101)', for it co11ferred l1is 0\\1n 
authority for ordai11i11g An1erica11 preacl1ers. 

It \\1 as i1ot until t\vo montl1s later t11at IIe11r)' Durbi11, 
one of Cl1arles \i\'esle)''s Bristol corres1)011de11ts, broke tl1e 
ne\l\7S to l1in1: 

I have 11eard a report of a curious 11ature, \vl1icl1 lJelic\re is 
\veil founded a11d \Vas done \\1}1en )'OU '"?ere i11 Bristol, tl1ough 
perhaps u11k110\·v11 to )'OU, that 111·. Crcigl1to11 \Vas se11t for 
from Lo11don to joi11 in a11 ordi11atio11 of presl))'ters, a11d that 
at five i11 tl1e i11orning, supposed at 1.1r. Castlema11's tl1e t\VO 

preachers \\'ere ordai11ed, and after Dr. Coke '"ras ordained 
presbyter (so tl1ey undoctored }1im) b)1 your lJrother and 
!\1r. Crcigl1to11 according to a 11e\v form, and \Vitl1 po,ver to 
ordai11 otl1ers in America. 

Cl1arles replied: 


1'"our last is this mo1nent arrived. I am thunderstruck. I ca12[not?] 
believe it. 
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80011 11e \·vas readi11g l1is brotl1er's 1)ri11tcd \ri11dicatio11, 
dated 1otl1 Se1)ten1ber. Bli11ded b)' }1is 0\'\111 ingrained 
prejudice i11 fa,,our of ei)iscopal ordi11atio11, ho\·VC\'Cr, l1e 
still could not follo''' tJ1e logic of ]01111 \i\'esle)1's position, 
and '''as i11cli11ed to set it all do\\1n to tl1e 1nacJ1inations 
of Dr. Coke. He \'\1rote to Durbin: 

The apolo._f!,)' lzas so stunned and con[fuse] d rne that I have not yet 
recovered the use of rny brain. . . . He is the dupe of lzis own cunning. 
lie thought he could do what he would with tlie Doctor; a1zd the 
Doctor lzas done what lze would with hi1n. . . . [He said] 'that lie 
would never separate froni the Church without my consent.' Set this 
the1z to lzis age: lzis 1nen2ory fails hi1n. . . . 

I have the satisfaction of havi12g stood in tlze gap so long, and 
staved off tlie evil for 11ear lzalf a centUT)'· And I trust I shall be able, 
like you, to leave behind 1ne the na1ne of a1z lzo1zest 11za11. 1t1/zich with 
all his sophistry he ca1z riever do. . . . I call )'OU ••• to witness tlzat 
I have had no lzand in this infa1nous ordination. 

Consta11tl)' he '''as excusi11g 11is l)rotl1cr's cc>11duct by 
references to l1is great age-11e '"as cigl1t)'-011c. To J01111 
llimsclf, 110\vevcr, 11e \'\1rote some\'\ l1a t ta1 tl) : 

Ji hat foul slanderers those (enthusiasts?) a1e! I lorn have the;1 for 
tlz1ee score ;1ears said (John J11eslf)' was?) ... a Papist: and lo lze 
turns out at last a l)resb;1terian! 

He sl1ared l1is sorrO\'\S a11d fears '"ith Re\'. \Ti11ce11t 
Pcrro11et at Sl1orcl1a1n, a11d also \'\ itJ1 <111 A111crica11 
clcrg)'Inan, Dr. Tho111as Bradl)ury Cl1a11dler, for \'\1]1om 
l1e '"rote an accou11t of 1etl1odis1n \\1l1icl1 l1a11dler 
ap1)arently used to good efiect i11 reclai1ni11g America11 
Met11odists for t11e A11glica11 Cl1urcl1. Extracts fron1 tJ1is 
letter, \\rritte11 011 28tl1 April 1785, 11ave already been 
quoted. Longer excerpts must 110\V be gi\1e11, for it is 
one of tl1e n1ost in11)orta11t docun1c11ts \\1}1icl1 Charles 
Wesley pe11ned, a ki11d of Apologia pro Jlita Sua. Of t11e 
Georgia nlission l1e \VTote: 

Our 011ly design \Vas to do all the good i11 our po"Vt'er, as 
ministers of tl1e Cl1w·ch of E11gland, to v.rhich \Ve '"ere firmly 



CHARLES 


attached })oth l))' educatio11 and pri11ciple. (i\f )1 l)rother still 
ackno\vledges l1er the best national Cl1urch i11 the \\1orld.) 

The ecclesiastical dangers of tl1e '\'idespread preacl1ing 
\\1l1ich t11ey J1ad both undertakc11 after tl1eir experiences 
of 1\1a)1 1 738, said Cl1arles, l1ad been recognized and 
guarded agai11st: 

Still \VC had 110 j)lan but to serve God a11d the Cl1urch of 
E11gla11d. Tl1e lost sl1eep of t11at fold \vere our principal care, 
11ot excluding a11y Cl1ristia11s of \vhatever deno1ni11atio11 \vho 
'vere \villing to add tl1e power of godli11ess to tl1eir O\vn 

particular form. 
Our eldest brotl1er Samuel 'vas alarmed at our going on 

[sic], a11d stro11gly expressed 11is fears of its ending in a separa
tion from tl1e Cl1urcl1. All our e11en1ies propl1esied the same. 
rfhis confirmed us the more in our resolutio11 to continue in 
our calling; \vhich \Ve constantl)1 a\10\ved both in public and 
pri\1ate, }))' word a11d preachi11g a11d \·vriti11g, exhorting all 
our hearers to follo\v our example. 

111) })rather dre\v up rules for our Societ)7 one of, 

\\1l1ich \\'as 'Constantly to attend tl1e Church prayers and 
Sacrame11t....' 

\'\7he11 \Ve \\1ere i10 longer per1nitted to preacl1 in the 
churcl1es, \\'e preacl1ed (but 11ever i11 churcl1 11ours) in l1ouses 
or fields, and sent (or rather carried) fron1 the11ce n1ultitudes 
to church \\1l10 11ad i1ever been tl1ere before. Our Society in 
most places made the bulk of tl1e congregation both at 
prayers and Sacrament. 

I 11e\1er lost 1ny dread of a scparatio11, or ceased to guard 
our societies agai11st it. I fi:equently told the1n 'I a111 )'Our 
serva11t as 1011g as you remain meml)ers of tl1e Church of 
E11gland; but 110 longer. Sl1ould )'OU ever forsake her, you 
would renou11ce me'. 

After outlining the beginnings of 1\1ctl1odism, Charles 

\i\1ent 011 to l1is inter1)retation of the crucial stage t11rougl1 
\vhicl1 tl1e)1 '"'ere then passing: 

Son1e of tl1e lay preachers very early discovered an inclination 
to separate, \vl1ich induced m)' brother to publish 11is Reasons 
against a Separation. As often as it appeared '' e l)cat do\vn the 
schismatical spirit. If anyone did leave the Church, at the 
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same tin1e he left our Society. For near fifly years '"re kc1lt 
the sl1ee1) i11 the fold; a11d l1avi11g fulfilled t11e i1u111ber of ow· 
days, 011ly ,,vaited to depart i11 peace. 

After our l1avi11g co11ti11ued fi·ie11ds for abo\1e seve11ty )·ears, 
a11d fello'''-lal)ourers for al)0\1e :fift)', can a11) tl1i11g lJut deatl1 
part us? I ca11 scarcely )'Ct 1Jelie\re it, t11at i11 11is eigl1t)1-secc>11d 
)'ear ID)' l)rotlrer, ID), old intimate friend and con1pa1lio11, 
sl1ould have assumed tl1e ep£scopal cliaracter, ordained elders, 
consecrated a lJishop, a11d sent 11im to ordai11 tl1e lay preachers 
i11 A1ncrica ! I \Vas tl1en i11 Bristol, at l1is ell)0\\1 ; )'Ct l1e i1cver 
gave me the least 11i11t of his i11tentio11. Ho'"' \'\1as l1c sw·i)rised 
into so rasl1 a11 action? He certainly persuaded l1i1nself t11at 
it ''as right. 

Lord ~1ansfield 1 told me last )'Car tl1at ordi11ation \Vas 
se1)aration. 1"11is in)r brotl1er docs i1ot, and ,,,ill not see, or 
tl1at l1e has re11ounced the pri11ciples and practice of his '' l1ole 
life; that l1e 11as acted co11trar)' to all l1is dcclaratio11s, }Jrotesta
tio11s, and \\ ritings, . . . a11d le~t a11 indelible blot on l1is 
nan1e as long as it sl1all lJe remembered! 

T11us our part11ersl1ip here is dissol\red, l)ut 11ot our fi ie11d
ship. I 11a\re taken l1i1n for better for \Vorse, till deatl1 do us 
part-or rather re-unite i11 lo\1e inse1)aral)Ie. I l1ave lived on 
eart11 a little too 1011g, ,,vl10 have lived to see iliis evil day. 

In spite of t11cse V\'Ords about tl1e ])art11ersl1ip '""itl1 11is 
brother being dissol\red, CJ1arles V\1esle)' co11ti11ued to 
preac]1 i11 11etl1odist puljJits, a11d to sa,,e as i11a11y as 
possible fro111 tl1e in1pe11di11g separation. 111 August 1785, 
for instance, l1e \\'as at Bristol, fortif) i11g tl1e lfetl1odists 
tl1ere agai11st tl1e separatist te11de11cies of Dr. Coke: 

For alJO\'C an hour I exhorted the societ)r to i epe11t and do 
the first \\rorks: then, to co11ti11ue i11 tl1c sl1ip. \i\7he11 tl1e 
Doctor comes to tur11 tl1em all Disse11ters, I trust 11e (a11d 
his king) [sic] ''rill be complete!)' disappoi11ted. 

It \vas \vl1ilst at Bristol tl1at l1e l1eard of J1is IJrotl1er's 
furtl1er ordi11ations, t11is time of t11rec preachers \vl10 
should mi11ister in Scotla11d. SorrO\\rfully 11e \vrote to 
his \\'llC: 

1 An old chool friend of Cl1arles \'\'esle)', and for thirt)' )'Cars Lord Chief 
Justice of E11gland. 
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You thi11k rigl1t: '\'\111at has bee11 do11e already l1as fixed tl1e 
preacl1ers Disse11ters.' \1\7110 \vould i1ot live fourscore )'Cars 
for so glorious a11 e11d. rro tw·11 SC\1enty tl1ousa11d Chw·c}1 of 
E11gla11d people, Disse11ters! ~1y l)rotl1er ca11not undo \·vhat 
11e l1as done. llis bisl1op ina)' nO\\T ordai11 all t11e preachers 
\vitl1out l1is lea\1c: or the tl1ree Scotch presbyters may do it 
(and 'viii) \\1itl1out eitl1er of them. Surel)' I am in a dream! 
Is it possilJle tl1at J. \'V. sl1ould lJe turned Presbyteria11?
J. \i\1• tl1e schismatic gra11dson to]. \\1• tl1e regicide! Ho'"' 
\vould tl1is disturlJ (if tl1ey \Vere capal)le of being disturbed) 
iny fatl1cr a11d brotl1er in I>aradise! 

He e11dea\'Ot1rcd to restrai11 l1is brotl1er fro1n still further 
ordai11ing: 

Bristol, August I 4, I 785. 
DEAR BllOTIIER, 

I 11a\1c })ee11 readi11g o\rer again )'O\Ir Reasons agai1zst a 
Separation, pri11ted in I 758, a11d )'Our JVorks; and intreat )'OU, 
i11 tl1e i1ame of God, a11d for Cl1rist's sake, to read tl1en1 again 
) 10urself, \vith previous pra)1er, and stop, a11d proceed 110 
farther, till )'OU recci\1e an ans\ver to )'Our inquir)r, 'Lord 
\\1hat '"·ouldest Thou 11ave inc to do?' ... 

Before )'OU 11ave quite broken do\v11 tl1c })ridge, stop, a11d 
consider! If )'Our sons l1ave i10 regard for you, l1a\1e so111e 
regard for yourself. Go to )'Our grave i11 peace: at least suffer 
me to go first, lJeforc tl1is ruin is under your hand. . . . I a1n 
on the brir1k of t11c gra\1e. Do 11ot push me in, or embitter 
iny last moments. I.Jet us 11ot leave a11 i11delil)lc lJlot on our 
memor)', l)ut let us lea\1e bel1ind us tl1e nan1e and cl1aractcr 
of l1onest 1nen. 

Tl1is letter is a debt to our parents, a11d to our brotl1er, as 
'vell as to )'OU, and to 

Your faithful friend. 

Tl1eir correspo11dc11ce '"'as inco11clusi\1c, hO\\'C\'Cr, and on 
2 7tl1 September Cl1arles \\1orked oft.. steam i11 a letter to 
1\fr. E. Jol1nso11, a Bristol 1\1et11odist \\1110 reported J01111 
'Vcsle)' as saying tl1at: 

l1e ne\1er i11tended to ordai11 but for A111erica a11d Scotland, 
and that the preachers 'vere under tl1e strictest promise to 
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use no11e of their po,ver in E11gla11d, but e11tirely to co11fi11e it 
to these t\vo places. 

To \vlucl1 Cl1arles replied: 

His charit)1 believetl1 all tl1i11gs, even the preacl1ers' pro111iscs 
'11ot to use tl1eir po,vers in E11gla11d.' \1\ 110 ca11 kee1l tl1em 
faitl1ful to tl1eir proxnises, \vhen l1e is i11 l1is grave? \i\'110 ''ill 
lJe llound for the rash Doctor? ~1)' l)rotl1er l1as gi' c11 t11c 
staff out of 11is 0\\111 l1a11ds. Eitl1er t11e l)octor or tl1e t11rce 
Scotcl1 elders may ordai11 all our preacl1ers \Vitl1out tll) 

l)rotl1er's leave. He 11as set open tl1e flood-gates: }Jut all ,,·110 
are in the ark are safe. 

'He \\1isl1es to l1ave thi11gs co11ti11ue i11 the sa111e cha1111el.' 
That is, to l1ave us sl1ut our eyes till \Ve ope11 tl1e111 ii1 tl1e 
Doctor's l\1eeting-11ouse (l1is 11C\\' J.1ctl1odist Episcopal Cl1urcl1, 
I should Sa)'.) 

His design is to leave tl1e \Vl1ole Society l1ouses, })ook , 
papers, &c, in tl1e l1a11ds of his 11cir ap1)arent a11d succe sor, 
tl1e l1ot l1air-brained Superinte11de11t of Tortl1 A111e1 ica. 1)' 
dcsig11 (and I am persuaded, Gc>d's) is to leave you i11 tl1e 
1Joso1n of )'Our 111otl1er, a11d I co11tinuall)· J)ra) God tl1at llis 
cou11sel ma)' sta11d. 

It is a \'Cf) large co11ce sio11 of 11is that I n1ea11 '"'ell; )'Ct it is 
true. I•'or I mea11 to sa\1C l1i111 agai11st l1is '"ill, to rnake l1is 
end like his llegin11i11g, to preser\1e the flc>ck fro111 t11e '" olf's 
keepi11g-fron1 bei11g scattered, stole11 and destro)1ed. 

111 1 786 tl1ere seemed so111e l101)e tl1a t J<>1111 \1\1cslC)' 
11ad co1ne rou11d to J1is lJrotl1er's J)Oi11t of \ ic'', a11d 
Cl1arles decided to struggle alo11g to stIJ)port J1i1n at tl1e 
Conference, ''1riti11g to J1is 'vife: 

1)' brotl1cr is 011ce more beco1ne a cl1am1lion for tl1e Cl1urcl1: 
ai1d '" 110 so great as l1c a11d I? But-but-but! \\711e11 the 
Confere11ce is o\rcr, '"'e sl1all see fartl1er. It \\rill cost i11e so111e 
of 111)7 last a11d most precious l1ours. 

He soo11 disco\1ered, 110,·vcvcr, t11at J1is 'Rigl1t Ile\•ere11d 
brotl1er' \\as be11t 011 ordai11i11g Dr. (,oke's t11ree i11is
sionarics, as \Vell as t\\'O more preacl1ers for Scotla11d. 
Tl1e da)' before tl1e ordi11atio11s took place l1e \'\1rote: 

K 
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Bristol, July 27, 1786. 
DEAR BROTJ-IER, 

I cannot rest, livi11g or dyi11g, u11less I deal as faithfully 
\vitl1 )'OU as I am persuaded )'OU ,,·ould deal \·vitl1 me if )'OU 
\'\ 

1as in ID)' place and I i11 yours. 
I believe you l1ave

0 

l)een too 11ast)' in ordai11ing. I belie\re 
God left )10u to )'Ourself i11that1natter, as He left Hezekiah
to sho\v )'OU tl1e secret pride \vhicl1 \\1as in )7ow· l1eart. I believe 
Lord 1v1ansfield's decisive '"''ords to me, 'Ordinatio11 is 
separation.' 

Thus I 11ave discl1arged my duty to God a11d His Cl1urch, 
a11d appro\red m)1self your faitl1ful frie11d and 

Affectionate brother, 
C'i\1. 

Stop here; ordai11 no more, })ut follo'"' )'Our 0\\1n ad\1ice to 
1\1r. H.: 'Spread this letter before the Lord, and He ,,vill gi,1e 
)'OU ligl1t and stre11gtl1.' 

Des1)ite tl1is letter tl1c ordi11ations took place. A1)1)ar
e11tly tl1c brake '''as bei11g slo\·vly a1)J)lied, l10\'\1ever, a11d 
on 29tl1 July Cl1arles \vrote to l1is \1vifc: 

My dearest part11er \Vill })e pleased to hear the result of ow· 
Confere11ce. The Dissenting part)7 1nade a bald pusl1 for a 
separation, strongly urgi11g iny brotl1er to ordain a preacl1er 
for a desolate place in Yorkshire. John Atla)' made a 11ol)le 
stand against tl1em, and fairl)· conquered tl1em all, '"ith t11e 
Doctor at tl1eir l1ead. Pa,,vson and those of l1is leaven could 
11a\'C torn l1im to pieces, })elie,ri11g him all t11eir O\'\"Il and tl1e 
most zealous Republican. He pr<>\1ed that ordination \·vas 
separatio11. My })rotl1er tl1anked l1im. All agree to let my 
l)rother and me re1nain in the Old Ship, till \\1e get 
safe to la11d. 

Happil)' l1e \vas not spared to see '"'hat l1e \'\1ould 
undoul)tedly 11a,,e co11sidered a still greater })reach 
bet\'\ree11 1\1ethodism and t11e Cl1urcl1 of E11gland-tl1e 
ordination at last, in August 1 788, of a ])reacl1cr to serve 
the E11glisl1 societies. B)' that time Cl1arles \i\7esle)' 11ad 
bec11 lyi11g in l1is quiet gra,,e in :l\1arylebo11e cl1urcl1)1ard 
for just four months. 
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S\'VEET Sl1 IGER 


AT the Conference of 1788, J01111 \A/eslc) })laced t11e 
follo,ving i·ecord on the mi11utes, u11der tl1c questio11 
'Who ha\1e died this year?': 

Mr. Charles \i\7esle)r, 'vl10, after spe11di11g fow·score )rears \\ itl1 
much sorro'v and pai11, ql1ietl)' retired i11to Al)ral1am's l)oso111. 
He had 110 disease; but, after a gradual decay of so111e 111011tl1s 

'The 'vear)7 ,v}1eels of life stood still at last.' 

His least praise ,,vas his talent fc>r I)C>ctr): altl1ougl1 J)r. \\1atts 
did not scruple to say, tl1at 'tl1at single 1)c>e111, JI r tling Jacob, 
was 'vortl1 all tl1e verses lie hi111self 11ad '"'1 itte11'. 

Tribute to lils courage u11dcr pcrscct1tion, 11is 1)io11eer 
labours for 11et11odis1n in diffcre11t })arts of tl1e BritisJ1 
Isles, J1is soul-stir1 i11g scrmo11s, J1is fift)' years' de\ otio11 as 
a Christian pastor, l1is 11u11ulity, l1is IJurni11g sincerit)', 
t!\'en in rebuki11g J1is })rothcr, 11is passio11ate attacl11nc11t 
to t11e Cl1urcl1 of E11gla11d all are i11cludcd i11 tl1at 
typical understaten1ent, 'l1is least j)raise ''as l1is tale11t 
for poetry'. 

His least praise! To later gc11eratio11s, i1aturall)1 enougl1, 
Charles '''esle)r's 11) m11s l1a\ c bee11 11ailcd as 11is greatest 
contribution to the 11ethodist re\ i\ al, a11d 011 tl1c111 
securely rests 11is fainc. Tl1e 'S\'\1eet si11gcr' of~ 1etl1odis111 
pro\1ided in J1is rol)ust scriptural song botl1 spiritual 
education a11d a11 i11s1)iring means of gi\ ing ex1)ressio11 to 
the richl)1 varyi11g exi)eriences of tl1ose pressi11g alo11g tl1e 
highway of personal religion. 

The cl1ief material for a stud)7 of Cl1arles \i\1esle)' as 
poet is to be found in tl1e tlu1·tee11 \1olu1nes of tl1e collected 
• 
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Poetical Jjlorks of t11e t'"'O })rothers, and })erhaps 've sl1ould 
11ot expect 11is letters to thro'v 1nucl1 ne\v ligl1t 011 the 
subject. It sl1ould l)e noted, 110\'\'e\'Cr, tl1at some of t11e 
poems i11cluded i11 \1olumc eigl1t of t11e Poetical T11orlcs 
\Vere 11e\1cr })UlJlisl1ed b)' l1in1, but '"rere rescued from 
letters a11d j)ri\1ate papers. A goodl)' i1umber still re1nai11 
u111)11blisl1ed, some ens11ri11ed i11 11is correspo11de11ce. 
A11 adequate stud)' of tl1is n1ost important aspect of 
Charles \'VeslC)' s life, 110\'\'e\rer, is not possi lJle fro1n the 
li111ited i11aterials a\1ailable in l1is letters. Tl1is concluding 
cl1apter, tl1erefore, ca11 0111)' ai1n at pro\1iding a fe,v 
sideligl1ts on Cl1arles \'Ve ley's supren1e \vork as the 
}JOet of t11e l\1ethodist Re\1i\ral. 

His O\v11 aJJJJreciatio11 of poetry is constantly l)eing 
re\1ealed lJ)' his letters. ''Ve are 11ot tl1i11ki11g of l1is lo\1e 
for the Greek a11d Lati11 classic·, \\1l1ich l1e frequent!)' 
quoted to fellO\\T-clerg)11nc11 ai1d member of l1is O\\'Il 
fani.il)r, lJut ofl1is quotatio11s fro111 Englis}1 poetf)', es1Jcciall)' 
t11at of S1Jenser, l\1ilto11, Prior, and You11g-tastes \\1hicl1 
lie l1eld in com1no11 \vitl1 11is lJrother J01111. Agai11 like 
J0]111 \i\'csle)', J1e \vas fo11d of tl1e '"'ri ti11gs of t11eir elder 
brother Samuel, a11d found it a great jo)1 to \1isit Samuel's 
daugl1tcr at Barnsta1)le i11 1758, a11d to look t11rougl1 Ji.is 
brother's 1na11uscri1)t poc111s, of \\1hicl1 l1e made copies. 
He \\1as 11ot quite so e11tl1usiastic about some of l1is 
fatl1er's verse, as is sl10\'\111 by a letter of 1747 from Ireland: 

Passed tl1e e\1e11i11g ver)' agreealJl)' at a Baptist's, a \voma11 of 
piety a11d understa11di11g, altl1ough a great admirer of ffi)' 
fatl1er's Life of Christ. Sl1e doubly 11onourcd me for l1is sake, 
and \·vould needs lend 111e tl1e })ook. I have give11 it a reading, 
and sulJscribe to tl1e author's 0\\111 judgment of it-that the 
\ 1erses are (so111e of tl1e111) tolerable, tl1e r1otes good, }Jut the 
cuts best of all. 

As '"re l1a\1e seen, l1e endea\roured to 11urturc t11e poetic 
gift \'\1hicl1 la)' dorma11t in l1is 0\\1n daugl1ter, tl1ough not 
\vitl1 any co11spicuous success. You11g Samuel, also, had 
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some J)Oetic tale11t, a11d '"'as l1ailed l))' J1is fatl1er as 'm)· 
brot11er })Oet'. 

Charles '''esle)1 's first exta11t poen1, if suc11 it ca11 be 
called, '"'as an e1nbr)'O Jetter in \1ersc to J1is brotl1cr Jol111, 
'' J1icl1 '"'e l1a\re q uotcd. 1\1aturer CJ)istlcs i11 tl1is dcca
S)'llabic cou1)let for111 follo'"'cd in later )'Cars, a lJatcl1 of 
tl1e1n i11 I 7 55, 011c ( tl1at to 11is l)rotl1cr) bci11g })Ub1isl1cd 
at tl1e tin1e, \vl1ilst the otl1ers '''ere ap1)are11tl) j)reparcd 
for publicatio11, tl1ough prol)a})ly i11tc11dcd i11 the first 
place as a ratl1er u11usual forn1 of 1)ri\ratc corrcspo11de11ce 
a11d admo11itio11. 0111)' one more, t11at to George 
\1\'l1itefield, '"'as C\'entuall)' pu1Jlisl1ed b)' CJ1arles 11in1sclf. 
T11e others are not '"itl1out i11tercst, 110,,·c,·er. As a11 
example ca11 })e taken tl1e ope11i11g of t11c cl1alle11gc to 
Ho,, ell Harris, forn1er stal'' art of'"'el 11 l\fetl1odis111: 

A\\1 ake, old soldicr!-to tl1c figl1t l1alf-\\7011, 
And put tl1y stre11gth a11d put tl1i11e armour on! 
Nor drea111 t11ysclf a \ cssel cast aside, 
Broke11 b)' stubllor11 \vill, a11d 1na11 cd l)y pride. 
l\1ost proud, self-\·villed, and '' rat11f ul as thou art, 
'\'et God hatl1 surely sce11 tl1y si1n1)lc l1ea1 t, 
Que11cl1ed '''itl1 His l>lood tl1c <>ft re-ki11dled fires, 

Ior ever left thee to tll)' \ ai11 desi1 e , 
But saved te11 tl1c>usa11d times fi·on1 Sata11's po,vcr, 
A11d snatcl1ed tl1ee from tl1e gulpl1 '\ride) a\\ 11i11g tc> dc\1 our. 
The11 let ow· Sa,riour God 11a\1e all tl1e 1)raise, 
A11d l1umbl)1 call to mi11d tl1c for1ner da)'S 
V\'l1cn He, \\1}10 waked th)' soul to secc>11d bi1 t11, 
Sent fort11 a 11C\\'-bor11 cl1ild-to sl1ake tl1e eartl1, 
To tear the prC)' out of tl1e lio11's tcetl1, 
And spoil tl1e tren1lJling real1ns of IIell a11d deat11, 
B)1 violent faitl1 to seize tl1e ki11gdo111 give11, 
A11d ope11 bw·st the gates of \ra11quisl1ed hea\1e11.... 

Even i11 tl1is con\re11tio11al cou1Jlet for111 t11ere is no 
doubt of Cl1arles \i\'eslc) s n1etrical skill, a11d fe\\' mi11or 
poets of J1is da)' could acl1ie\ e sucl1 disci1)lined stre11gtl1. 
When it ca1ne to t11e l)·ric, of crlurse, ]1e \Vas \vcll in 
advance of most contemporar)' poets, tl1ougl1 so1neti1nes 
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l)etra)·ed })y l1is fluency i11to mo11otonous repetition, as 
\·vell as i11to a11 occasional false r11)·me, inisplaced accent, 
or clun1S)' elisio11. It must be ren1embercd, of course, 
tl1at altl1ougl1 mall)' of lus poems \\1ere con1posed in t11e 
quiet <>f l1is stud)· at Cl1arles Street or Chesterfield Street, 
ot11crs \vere '''ritte11 as lie jog-trotted alo11g on 11orseback, 
as \·vl1c11 l1c '''rote i11 1755, 'I crept 011 singi11g or n1aking 
l1yn111s, till I got una\\1ares to Canterbur)''. Sometimes 
t11e co11ditions '''ere far from propitious, as on a journey 
sceki11g tl1c ad\rice of Re\1 • \lincc11t Perronet about the 
obstacles 11i11dering 11is inarriage to Sall)' G\'\')'Illle. This 
\vas in Ja11uar)' I 749, on t11e 15tl1 of \vl1ich inonth he 
\\'rote to 11er: 

Tl1e follo'''ing l1)1m11 en1ployed 1ne in ITI)7 dark \\'Ct journey to 
Shorel1a1n: 

Stop, foolish tears! The God of love, 
'\7110 orders all i11 l1eaven abo\1e, 

\\7110 orders all })eneath, 
His Providence is 011 my side, 
And througl1 a \vretched life sl1all guide, 

A11d t11rougl1 an happ)' deatl1.... 


And so on, for se\1en unpublisl1ed \'erses, including tl1is 
versificatio11 of l)11ilippians 121 : 

To die in Cl1rist is greatest gain, 
To die-is but to lose Ill)' pain, 

To \Vin a doubtful race, 
A '''eaf)' pilgrimage to end, 
And grasp my Everlasting Friend, 

And see His loveliest face. 

Often these mentally-composed h)11nns needed some 
toucl1ing up \Vl1e11 being pre1)ared for })ublication, as 
most of them e\re11tuall)1 \A.rere. 111 I 755, for instance, 
Cl1arlcs Wesley \\1rote to l1is \vife, \'\1110 was expecti11g 
a bab)': 

Take an imperfect h)rmn just as it came to my mind: 
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Lord, I magi1if)' Tl1y po\ver, 
Tl1y Jo,re, and faithtulness, 


Kept to ID)7 appointed hour 
In safety a11d i11 JJCate: 


Let Thy pro\ride11tial care 

Still my sure protectio11 be, 


Till a livi11g child I })ear, 
A11d give it back to Tl1ee.... 

\Vl1e11 t11is poem '\1as e\re11tually 1)ublisl1ed i11 l1is /-!;1nins 
for the Use of Fa11zilies-\\'itl1 a11 additio11al \'erse-t11cre 
\Vere a few sligl1t emendations, i11cludi11g tl1e alteratio11 
of tl1e last line of t11e opc11i11g verse to 'A sacrifice to Tl1ee'. 

Charles 'i\'esle)1's letters co11tain l1)1m11s celebrating 
\'arious special occasio11s: 'After Preacl1ing t11e Gos1)el in 
CornV\1all, I 746'; 'Tl1a11ksgi\ ing for our Delivera11ce fro1n 
Sl1ip\'\1reck'; ai1d, of course, de~ttl1-1Jed sce11es }jke tl1at 
of Alexa11der '\'l1i te i11 1748: 
It l)ore 111e all da)' as 011 eagles' \·vi11gs. I felt ,v}1c11 tl1e l1a1)PY 
soul \\'as goi11g, a11d under tl1c sense tl1ereof l)egan the 
follovvi11g 11yi1111: 

I. 	 0 \vl1at a soul-transporting sight 
l\1i11e C)'es to-day l1a\1C see11, 

A spectacle of strange deligl1t 
To angels a11d to me11 ! 

Tor l1uma11 la11guage can CXJlress 
,.or tongue <>f a11gcls pai11t 

Tl1e \ 1ast mysterious l1appi11css 

Of a departi11g sai11t. . . . 


\ \ 711cn eve11tuall)' 1)ublisl1ed t11is poem extended to fourteen 
sucl1 \'erses ! So111ctimes, 110\vever, t11ere came from his 
pe11 just a fe,v siinple li11es, as on tl1e dcatl1 of 'sister 
Pearso11' in I 764: 
I asked, 'Are you afi·aid to die?' '0 no,' she answered, 
' I have 110 fear: death }1as no sting: Jesus is all in all.' 

Ho'v did I e\1'11 contend to lay 
.1:y lin1bs upo11 tl1at })ed! 

I asked the angels to co11ve}' 
1y spirit in lier stead. 
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Son1cti1nes tl1c J)Oem i11cludcd i11 l1is letter ,,,as a pra)'eI 
for recO\'Cr)', like t11at ,,,1·itte11 for l1is great fi·ie11d Re\·. 
J01111 Fletcl1cr in I 776, and su11g b)1 tl1e co11gregatio11 at 
Bristol-to be copied out a11d sc11t by Cl1arles 'i\'eslC)' to 
~""letc11er's 'vife during a11other ill11ess sl1ortl)' J)recedi11g 
l1is deatl1 i11 1785. So1netin1es it '''as called fortl1 by 
co11tro\1erS)' sucl1 as that at Bristol i11 1 779, ,,,hen 
Alexa11der 11c Iab l1ad ,,vished for Jol111 'i\1esle)1 's 
dcatl1: 

.Jesus, Th)' l1ated servant O\\ n, 
A11d se11d tl1e glorious Spirit do\\711 

In a11S\\'Cr to our pra)1ers. 
\i\11ile others curse, and \visl1 l1im dead, 
Do Tl1ou 1"'hy cl1oicest })lessings sl1ed, 

And cr0\\711 his l1oary hairs. 


Affairs of natio11al in1portance, too, i11spired J1is n1use, as 
t11ey '"'ere reflected in man)' of l1is letters. 1"'11e Gordo11 
Riots of I 78.0, for instance, lie described vi,,idl)1 })otl1 to 
J1is 1Jrotl1er a11d to l1is daugl1ter Sall)', a11d 011e of l1is 
letters to J1cr co11tai11ed t11e draft of a poem '' hicl1 ''yas 
later 1)ublisl1ed as 011e of the Hymns written in tlze Time of 
tl1e Tumults. 

1\1ost of tl1e poems contained i11 CJ1arles 'i\'esle) ,s letters, 
l1o'''e'rer, \vere on \rarious family occasions. The period 
of l1is courtsl1i1) ,,,itl1 Sally c,,,ynne '"'as J)articularl)' 
fruitful of tl1ese emotio11al outpourings, tl1ougl1 it n1ust 
be admitted tl1at, as '"'e ha\re seen, tl1C)' ,,,ere quite dif
fcre11t from tl1e co11\1e11tio11al lO\'C-l)1rics of tl1e eigl1tee11tl1 
cc11tur)1 versifier. Sall)' conti11ued tl1rougl1 the ) cars to 
be 011c of l1is chief ii1spiratio11s. Hurr)ri11g home to reacl1 
his sick \'\1ifc i11 August I 749, J1e \\7rote to her: 

Part of an h)1m11 I send, \-vitl1out time to fi11ish it: 

1. 	 See, gracious Lord, '"'itl1 pit) ing eyes! 
L0\\7 at Tll)' feet a sufferer lies 
Th)' fatherly cl1astise1ncnt pro\1es, 
And sick is she whom Jesus loves! 



\VESLEY 	 147 


2. 	 Thy angels pla11t around l1er 1Jed, 
A11d let 1.,hy l1and support l1er l1cad, 
Tl1)r po'"'er l1er pai11 to joy co11\'Crt, 
1.,11y lo\1e re\1i\1e lier droopir1g l1eart! 

3. 	 1.,11y love lier soul a11d lJOd)' l1eal, 
A11d let l1er e\1er)' 111on1e11t feel 
1.,h' atoning lJlood b)r faitl1 a}J}Jlied, 
1.,11e balm tl1at drops fron1 Jesus' side. 

4· 

.1)r ti1ne is out. Fare\\1ell, a11d a thousa11d ti111es, Fare'"rcll 
in tl1e I~ord, th)' peace, tll)' strer1gth, tll)' life eter11al ! 

T11eir setting UJ) l1ouse i11 Bristol '"'as commemorated b)' 
l1is 'first Famil)' H )'mn', part of \vl1icl1 l1e se11t in a letter 
to Ebe11ezer Black\'\1ell, as quoted else'"rl1ere. 1.,J1e 
a1)proacl1 of t11eir first \\1eddi11g anni\rersar)' also naturall)' 
called for a 1)oe1n, especially as Cl1arles '"'as at tl1e otl1cr 
side of tl1e cou11tr)' at tl1e time: 

I l1a\1e 1Jarcl)' ti1ne to tra11scril)e an 11)111111 for April 8, if'" c 
live so long, a11d co1n1nc11d )'OU to the te11der 111ercies of God 
in Cl1rist Jesus! 

H)'llln for April 8 


1. 	 s,,,eet da)', so cool, so cal111, so bright! 
1.,11e bridal of tl1e eartl1 a11d sk)' ! 

I 	see 'vith joy thy cl1eeri11g light 
A11d lift 1ny heart to thi11gs on l1igh. 

2. 	 1\1y grate~ul l1eart to Him I lift 
'''110 did the guardian a11gel se11d, 

Enricl1ed 111e ,,vith an heave11ly gift, 
A11d blessed 1ne \\1ith a IJoson1-fricnd.... 

5. 	 God of eternal po'"'er a11d grace, 
I bo\v JTI)' soul lJefore Tl1 )' thro11c; 

I 	011ly· li,rc to si11g Tl1y praise, 
I li,,e and die to Thee alo11e. 
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6. 	 M)7 more than life to Tl1ee I gi,1e, 
l\1y n1ore tha11 frie11d to Thee restore, 

(\i\7he11 summo11ed \Vith Th)7Self to li,re), 
And fall, and silently adore. 

7. 	 Yet if T11y \\1elcome 'viii co11sent 
To spare her )7et anotl1er year, 

\'\Tith jO)' I take whom Tl1ou l1ast le11t, 
A11d clasp her to my boson1 here.... 

All t11ese poetical efforts '"'ere not of equal merit, of 
course, a11d for \1arious reasons a number of t11em '"'ere 
not i11cluded }))' 11im in his published \Vork, or if included 
'vere eitl1er en1ended or altered to obscure so111e par
ticular personal i·eference. T11e \\'Ord 'imperfect' lie 
sometimes added to \rerses, \\1J1en 11e k11e\\' eitl1er that 11e 
l1ad not reacl1ed t11e end of t11e li11e of thougl1t \\1l1icl1 
11e '"'as follo\ving, or tl1at tl1e poem \\1as deficie11t i11 

poetic merit and needed mucl1 'polishing'. Tl1e latter 
is surely tl1e case '"'i th a poein on tl1e first anni\1ersar)' 
of the death of his first-bor11: 

1. 	 Hail the sad1 memorable day 
On \·vl1ich my Isaac's soul took \vi11g! 

\i\TitI1 us l1e would no longer stay 
But soaring \\1l1ere arcl1a11gels sing, 

.Joi11ed the congratulating quire, 
A11d S\\1elled their highest raptures 11igher. 

2. 	 His soul, attuned to heavenl)' praise, 

Its strong celestial bias sl10,ved, 


And fluttering to regain its place, 

He broke tl1e cage, a11d reached 11is God, 

He pitcl1ed in yon bright real111s above, 
\'\There all is harmony and love &c 

Imperfect. 

These \'Crses re\real 110'"' sadIy Charles \'Vesley could 

someti1nes si11k, even when trying to express deeply-felt 


1 As an alternati\'C, the word 'glad' was added in the margin. 
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emotion. Tl1e reason seems to be tl1at l1e l1ad forsake11 

the direct for the invol\'ed, tl1e si1nple for the sopl1isticated. 


\t-..'e can best take our lca\1e of 11in1 l))' quoti11g a11othcr 
poem aln1ost '""·ortl1)1 to be ]Jlaced by the side of J1js O\\ 11 
'Gentle Jesus, 1neek and mild', thougl1 stra11gely er1ougl1 
J1e 11e\1er pu1Jlisl1ed it. Tl1e verses are co11tai11ed i11 a 
letter '"'ritte11 from Lo11don on 5tl1 A]Jril 1760, ,,,J1icl1 
'''as intended to reacl1 l1is fa1nil)' at Bristol i11 ti1ne for 
tl1e eleventl1 a1111iversary of his V\1eddi11g: 

Sat. Nigl1t. 
I di11ed 'vitl1 11rs. Galatin alo11e: pra)1ed, su11g '''itl1 tl1e 
fa1nil)1 ; dra11k tea ,.vitl1 my 11ostess; began a11 11)1m11 for 1ny 
dearest fi·ie11ds, as follo'''S: 

I . 	 God, be mercifull)' near, 

Ol)ject of Ill)' fatl1er's fear, 

1v1e i11to Tl1)1 favour take, 

11e preserve for Jesu's sake. 


2. 	 \\Tith Thy kind protection l)lessed, 
Cal111 I lay me do,v11 to rest, 
All I 11ave to Thee resign, 
Lodge the111 i11 t11e Arms Divine. 

Her, my dearest earthly friend,3· 
To Tll)' guardian lo\1e co111mend. 
Day a11d 1tigl1t her Keeper be, 
Kint her sirnple 11eart to Tl1ee. 

11ake the little ones Thy care,4· 
Bear t11em, in Thy bosom bear, 
Marked 'vith the Good Shepherd's sign, 
Keep Ill)' la111bs forever Tl1ine. &c. 

• 

I ma)' send the rest i11 my next. It is time to l)id )'OU good
night.... The Lord be your Lord and God forever. 

\\1e tur11 from our stud)' of Charles \Vesley as re\1ealed 
by his letters \vitl1 a sense tl1at \Ve have been in a spiritual 
world quite foreign to many Christians of toda)', a 
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'·vorld of the achi11g sorrO\\TS of sin, tl1e tl1robbing jO)'S 
of sal\1atio11 and the utter renunciation of self. To some it 
1na)' seen1 not 0111)' foreig11, but unreal, a fa11tastic dream
\\'Orld of tl1e soul, a self-i11duced ll)'J)notisn1 miscalled 
faitl1, a11d strangely 111ingled '·vith l1u1nan errors of judge
me11t. \i\711etl1er \·ve are attracted or repelled b)' Cl1ar1es 
\'\'esley's heigl1tened spiritual te111perature, 110\\'e\rer, 
011e thi11g cannot lJe questioned-his utter si11cerit)'· 
Tl1ere is a deptl1 of feeli11g botl1 in l1is letters and his 
ll)'In11s that 111a)1 1Je simulated, )'Ct \\rhicl1 defies the 
cou11te1feiter's art. It is see11 i11 t11e simplicity of the 
''erses quoted above, ai1d i11 t11e closing benediction. He 
'"ras a n1an of deep n1)1Stical experience, yet deepl)' 
se11sitive also to t11e jO)'S and anxieties of co1nn1011 life. 
Ho1ne ties l1el1)ed to pre\re11t 11is becomi11g i1nperso11al, 
a danger \vl1icl1 his iJrotl1er Jol1n did 11ot al\\'a)'S avoid. 
It is u11doubtedl)' because the j)Oet of 1etl1odisn1 tl1us 
l1ad botl1aprofound1)erso11al faitl1 and a spirit remarkably 
se11siti,,e to tl1e spiritual needs of otl1ers tl1at he \Vas 
able, 11ot only to supply both outlet, impetus, and educa
tio11 to tl1e religious aspiratio11s of 11is da)', but also to 
inake 11is unique co11tribution to the h)rmnod)' of the 
U11i\1ersal Cl1urch. 
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