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I WONDER if other book-lovers, in
the cougse of their reading, have had
experiences gimilar to mine in the way
'Y relating to

[ have {requehily found, after 1 have
become e in some particular
., place, or person, that in the
books 1 have taken up (with oo
ght of consecutive study), refer-
to the same things I have been
reading about ke=p cropping up in a
most surprising manner. -Here ds the
latest of my * Literary Sequences™

In eur public library I found the
two volumes of Henry Crabb Robin-
n's Diary and Reminiscences, adited
v Dr. Thomas Sadler, and published
by Maemillans in 18721 had never
cen this work before: and, ‘although 1

re his reading was concerned; an
act man as & writer; and a ready

in the lilerary world of his time

the Continent, and in England;

earefully documented all his im-
Teflec!

ressions and tions.
CRie Soew T B
'HE wia born in 1775, mnd died in
i867. For same years he was &

L LU

ter, but becoming independent.
as able io

som the end of the 18th «ntur‘y far
o the 19th be wisited, dined, and
i tstanding chiarbc-

als that of Pepys in fullness and
sman inberest.

I settied down 1o these volumes with
' content, and had * *11#“5:;

iRt

i
rach mgees 1 e i :
e Sunday Crabb
w06 went to the English Chapel,
he heard sn
n » o

L. I‘;"m!'!-\l-ﬂ-‘lmln‘,l
Tng thinker in the eighteen-forties.

conversationally, He knew every- *

cultivale the society of .

muuunmnw

An entry on May 3, 1850, refers o2
speech by Robertson to the Brighton
Warking Class Association, = In which
infAdelity of a very dangerous kind had
sprung up” The clergy of that day
looked with grest suspicion on the
“working class,” whose organisations
wiere considered a threat to the discip-
line and doctrine of the Establi
Church. Crabb Robinson said: “ His
speech shows great practical sbility.
He managed 8 diffeult subject very
ably, but it will not be satisfactory,.
either to the orthodox or the ulira-
libezal” Hesring of hiz death in
August, 1853, Crabb Robinson wroté:
=Take him for all in all, the best
preacher 1 ever saw in the pulpit, that
is uniting the grealest number of
excellences, originality, piety, freedom
ght, and warmth of love. His
style colloguial and very “scriptural
He combined light of the intellect with
warmth, of the affections in a pre-
eminent degree” This verdict was
confi by Wordsworth, whe, alter
reading Robertson's  Sermend.  re-
marked io Crabb Robinson, * The most
satisfactory religious teaching which
pas been offered o this peneration®
s = w:- ®
20 happened that while I was

o Fenn:muma to brgwse in the diary

Malealm Elwin's - Life of Walter
Savage Landor (Macmillan, 1041) came
from the library, and 1 soon found that
Crabb Robineson had mth o =y about

him. snd Landor much about
dinrist
Their first meeting was in 1838, at

Florence, and Robinson's sccount of
this ecceniric genius is very interest-
i -
= Met lo-day the one
in Florence whom 1 was @
know. This was Waller Savage
Landor, a man of ung anabie
genius but very questionable gocd
yense: or rathér one of those on-
manageable men—
¢ with hupe stoves of wit
Wi want oz much cgain B0,
manape "

living
5 b

1 received an immedinle
to his villa, situated within
f that mast elassical
spot op the Tusean Mount, Fiesole,
where Boceaccio's hundred tales
were o, . He (Landor) is & man
of fozid compiexion, with large
full eyes, and altegeiher 8 leonime
man, and with & fierceness of tooe
well suited to his name : his decisions
Peing confident, and on all subjects
‘-heanr of taste or life, ungualified :
each standing for itself, pot esring

i harmony  with

ed in Blul:.HM. I'l.ln"::
rikes every siranger, no
4 perfect frankness and reck-
ndifference to what he says”
Turning o the Dew Life of Landor,
1 found fhat thers were more than
twenly references o Crabb Robinson.
They mel and comier on all sorts
of  ocoaskbns. d  wl FRobinson
moved on from Florence to Rome
Laridor wrele o a triend in that city.
giving his opinion of the diarist: ~ He
was @ barrister, and, potwithstanding,
botn honest and modest—a character 1
pever heard of before: indeed | have
never met with one who was elther.
* - L » W
c.nm ROBINSON not only sought
the society of literary med bt

than
bess |
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knew intimately most of the sclentists,
palnters and sculplors-of his day. He
1 intensely interested in the

osophical specula-

odox or otherwise—
with whom he conversed, and had no
use for what he termed *The per-
verted subtleties of Theclogians.” He
was, however, quick to recognise the
value of religion- when freed from

denominational and doctrinal bigotry .

end prejodice (as indicated In his
enthuslastic approval of F. W, Robert-
son's enlightened .ministry), and his
own religious position s sommed wp
in a few memorable words:—

T-currep!
Aeat all the of the world for
riging out of the present-chaos. What
wl: call *chans® is, 1 doubt not. a
o
which we worship as Jeal Zh
inepm sible™
Could & thoughtful Methodist say
much more? ‘The *chacs” i still
present, and the only hope for this
distracted warld continues o be n the
-wide acknowledgment and prac-
tical experience of all that is summed
up in ‘the Person and teaching of
Christ. Robinsen's positlon is well
described in Browning's loes:—

“ Ome '|hvrrn his bark "twizt shoal and
the r
And sees each side the pood effects

it,
A pdlue ror religion’s self,
A corelessness about the recis of
i
= = & =

Am 1 had gone through the two
volumes, and enjoyed not oaly
their contents but also the literary
sequences the reading of them had
brought me, 1 thought that now I could
give Crabb Robinson a rest. 1 went
away for @ moloring weck-end, and
stayed with a relative in an old-werld
eottage in a lovely Berkshire village.
On going to bed I took up a book of
two with me, selected at random. One
was The Jojs of Lomdom, a book af
eharming essays by the Editor of John
" Londom's Weekiy, and the firsi of
these that caught my eye was entitled
= Henry Crabb Rebinson.™

‘The writer tells how he had taken
down the two volumes of reminis-
cences, into which he had not loaked
for years, and had found It° full of
sbsorbing Interest He giave a con-
densed account of Robertson's life and
pursults, aad ended by gquating the
diarist's experience of his first railway
journey in 15337 ‘:Yirsl in arder,” says

willer: then a vessel for
coals: and then comes, ol &
iffinitely extended the train of carrl-
ages. What & chansge this will produce
in reel  Pro s
included, mag certainly be mpde al the
rate of twenty milés &n hourl™ Such
wede the mechanical thrills experi-
eneed by our forebears in the eighteen:
thirlies.

1t was certalnly & strange literary
that, altho had taken

the wings of the morning, and was at
gventide burlsd In the deepest rustl.
eity, even there the presence of my
erstwhile meotor and , memorialist
continued o manifest jtaelf In such &

in the wisdom of that er
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| hud ‘read fo
Georgia,

Golny
tively

reall
te the great heritage that is ours in
SErmons

WOr

sermon, however,

i

the of ‘John Wesley? Of

course, we all know—it has prompted

many. a smile in

Meetings and Synods—that all Methg-

dist preachers are 1o have
5 S " whether

53 or 44. Perhaps it is this very fact

which has ca meglect of Wes-

normal  humas beings, display a
healthy dislike for anything which is
forced upon them from above, willy-
nilly.
Yet, once the initial prejudice has
been conguered, it is surprising how
us,

evangelical theology, as devoticnal
reading, as models of exposition, a5
literature pure and simple. Those who
relish a Happy phrase will find * Way-
side Pulpits™ by the score in Wesley's
Sermons.  Examples?—

= God's time is always the best time.”

“There ¢an be no litlle sin, till we can

find a little God.™

* Christlanity is essentially & soeial

religion; and to torn it into & soli-
tary one is to destroy it*

Of course the reader misses the per-
=onal exercised most unex-
pectedly by that dapper litile clergy-
man with the sparkling eye. Yet he
does not lose as much as in reading
the sermons of many great preachers,
for Wwith W;slt llu:rﬁ was I:D
bludgeoning of emaotions 1o the
point where his hearers were ready to
believe and to do anything under the
hypaotic influence of dramatic oratorr.
John Selden hadgiven a recipe for the
popular preacher in the previous cei-
tury:—

=To preach_long. loud, and Damna-
tion, is the way to be erfed up. We

Jove a man that Damns us, and we run

after him to'save us.”

Many of Wesley's contempararies
were preachers of this stamp; but noy
Wesgley. Indeed, one of the sirangest
psychological  phenomena of early
Methodism was that ihe calmly
reasoned, comparatively unemotiol
pregiching of John Wesley al first occa-
slomed such strange physical mani-
festations.

b TR B R
WF.SLEY'S first sermon was preached
al South Leigh, eight miles from
Oxford, on Sunday, September 26,
1725, his text being * Seek ye first the
dom of God.” His last sermon,
at Leatherhesd, on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 23, 1791, was from a similar text,
“Seek ye the Lord while He may be
found.”" From theforty or fifty thou-
sand sermand he deliversd between
these dates the mote of appeal was
seldom absent. Yet it was always an
sppeal based on a foundation of care-
ful reasoning. The fourteen neatly
written pages of his first sermon re-
veal the valm orderliness of bs mind,
which  his  warmed heart never
destroyed. =

The first sermon which Wesley pub-
lished, in 1735, was on Job iii. 17—one
of the handful of sermons which he

: BD.

his congregation in
in 1739 had blished
- extracts mmhzhui z The
Doctrine and Good
Works. gy Irjends were not satisfied,
ver; and the first two Methedist
meeting in 1744 and 1745,
urged upon him the duty of publishing
& volume of fis own Sermons.
L]

and

T in Aug
& in Wesle
_-un?mu-.dale&semem T 9,
emtitiéd: al. for Printing - by

. Bubser]) Volumes of Ser-
‘By John Wesley, MA., Fellow of
llége, Oxford ™ Those who

were prepared

to ‘support him in-this
to pay

{hing for six coples
free. e eircular
olume will contain

at. least Ten Sermons. on the same

Paper and Letter-with these "

—adding timistically, *The

The preface is one of Wesley's best
efforts; its theme, 1 design plain truth
for plain pecple.” The sermons are
written for * the bulk of mankind "—
Wesley's equivalent of our “ man in the
street.” “ Nothing here appears in an
elaborate; elegant. or oratorical dress.”

proclaims, and disavows any inten-
tion of showing off his learning, though
admitting. that he may, occasionally
quote i original Scriptures, or
inadvertently slip ‘into  unfamiliat
hrase. (Actually he quoted a little of
Elome‘r'x Greek in this very preface, as
well as using the famous phrase = Homo
uniua librl"} :
Volume 1 of these Sermon: on
Several Oceasions offered two more
than the minimum ten promised tothe
subscribers. - Volume [I, publi in
1748, also contained twelve, as did
Volume IT1, issued in 1750. Ten years
later. Wesley added a fourth volume,
which he i il
= probably the last which I shall pub-
lish." This contained seven sermons,
over half of it being taken up with six
miscellaneoys tracts, parily original,
artly extracted from other writers.
fearly 'mlrl{ years were to pass before
Wesley published another volume uf
sermons, and then, in 1787-8, four new
volumes appeared at once, together
with reprints of these carlier four. The
new ooes contalned ffiy-six sermons,
forty-two of which had already been
published in monthly instalments in the
Arminian Maopazine. A ninth volume
was added after his death.

. 8w .

IT wag John Wesley himsell who by

legal action perpetuated hig-sermons
as @ docirinal yardstick fof his fok
Jowers. His Model Deed for Methodist
* preaching=houses,” first published m
1763, provided that therein should be
prociaimed * no other doctrine than is
contained in Mr, Wesley's Notes upon
the New Testament, and four volumes
of Sermons” All succeeding Model
Deeds, including the latest in 1942,
have contained a.similar phease.

There has been some conlusion, how=
cver, as to the exact meaning of the
later wording about “the first four
volumes™ of Wesley's Sermons. the
editor of the standard edition of his
Worls - maintaining  that ~ Wesley
referred fo the first four of the ‘thirty-
two volumes of his collected writings
L . which contained fi
three sermons. It scems that We
himself realised the ambiguity,
when he came to ré-izsue his serm
separately in 1787-8, the-contents of the
first four volumes reverted to the
rrrig'mnl lay-out of the 1748, 1748, 1750,
and 1760 volumes, with the addition of
one sermon on Wandering Thoughts,
which had been appended to 8 subse-
guent-edition of Volume II before the
1763 Model Deed was published. These

forty-four sermons have ¢ been
legally recognised as the “ Standard
Sermons " of Methodism.

The new Model Deed of the Methos
dist Chureh keeps us anchored firmiv
to these doctrinal standards. stating
that "*no person or persons whormso-

Mary's. The next, Salvation by Fai ever shall at any time hereafter be
was also pre th permitted ‘to preach or expound God's
weeks after the momen NP Holy Word™ on Methodist remises
of May 24, 1738, It was the first mani-.| “ who shall mainisin, promulgate. of

festo of Methodism, an old sermon
preached with a new conviction, o be
unhesitatingly accorded the first place

“ Stan Berm Other

in the dard ons."

published  sermons . followed:  Fre
Groce (which brought to a head: his
estrangement ge Whitefield)

in 1739; The Almost Christian (ancther
hristia

tien.
and Sceiptural Christionity, last
University sermon, which finally barred
§! -Mary's pulpit against him.*in 174,
In an ‘which swarmed with ser-
mbny, total of seven is ver¥
meagre, especially compared with the
-S@ver «,ger pablications that
lssued up to the end of

H which
Queen._Ellzabeth
hundrad vaars before. ese Wesley

teach . any Doctrine or Practice con-
trary to what is contaimed ” in these
volimes. those who are inelined
to rubel against this forthright declara-
tlon read also the explanatory clause
in the Deed of Union—
“The Notes on the New Testament
and the 44 Sermons #ve not intended
pase & system of formal or specil

Iative thealogy on Methodist Preachess,

.but to set up standards of preaching

and bellef which should secure loyalty

10 the fundamental truths of the Gos-

1 of ]Edmptiun and ensure the cons

Imued ‘wilness of the Church to the

realities af the Christlan experienceé af

salvation.”

We believe Wealey himself woukd
have rejolced in these comforting’ yet
challsnging words. Wesley's Sermons,
like the Scriptures on which they are
based, get to grigs with the spiritual
needs and opportunities of the ordi-
nary CToan; Methodism te-day
would certainly not suffer from a re-
mewed em on such practical—
even if not glways popular—preaching.
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“Wesley’s Sermons.” Methodist Recorder (September 20, 1945): 9.

Matthew Prior, that politician-poet whom John Wesley ranked above Pope, and only just
below Milton, once said—

“Examples draw when precept fails,
And sermons are less read than tales.”

The second line was perhaps of doubtful truth when he wrote it, but it is certainly true now.
Sermon-reading is almost a thing of the past. Very few printed sermons, especially old ones, are
able to compete with the latest utterance of the latest popular preacher. One has a little sympathy
with George Eliot’s phrase, “One may prefer fresh eggs, though laid by a fowl of the meanest
understanding, but why fresh sermons?”’

Methodists, at any rate, have been trained to appreciate—or at least to tolerate—sermons
which have reached a condition which is far from fresh. One is reminded of the society steward
who glanced at a preacher’s bethumbed and faded manuscript, remarking, “I don’t know what
your text is, but I know what it ought to be—°Lo, these many years do I serve thee’!”

Going back far beyond the comparatively short working life of the modern sermon,
however, do we really appreciate the great heritage that is ours in the sermons of John Wesley?
Of course, we all know—it has prompted many a smile in Local Preachers’ Meetings and
Synods—that all Methodist preachers are supposed to have read the “Standard Sermons,”
whether 53 or 44. Perhaps it is this very fact which has caused the neglect of Wesley’s Sermons;
for Methodists, like any normal human beings, display a healthy dislike for anything which is
forced upon them from above, willy-nilly.

Yet, once the initial prejudice has been conquered, it is surprising how much these
sermons can offer us, as evangelical theology, as devotional reading, as models of exposition, as
literature pure and simple. Those who relish a happy phrase will find “Wayside Pulpits” by the
score in Wesley’s Sermons. Examples?—

“God’s time is always the best time.”

“There can be no little sin, till we can find a little God.”

“Christianity is essentially a social religion; and to turn it into a solitary one is to destroy
it.”

Of course the reader misses the personal magnetism exercised most unexpectedly by that
dapper little clergyman with the sparkling eye. Yet he does not lose as much as in reading the
sermons of many great preachers, for with Wesley there was no bludgeoning of the emotions to
the point where his hearers were ready to believe and to do anything under the hypnotic
influence of dramatic oratory. John Selden had given a recipe for the popular preacher in the
previous century:—

“To preach long, loud, and Damnation, is the way to be cried up. We love
a man that Damns us, and we run after him to save us.”

Many of Wesley’s contemporaries were preachers of this stamp; but not Wesley. Indeed,
one of the strangest psychological phenomena of early Methodism was that the calmly reasoned,



comparatively unemotional preaching of John Wesley at first occasioned such strange physical
manifestations.

Wesley’s first sermon was preached at South Leigh, eight miles from Oxford, on Sunday,
September 26, 1725, his text being “Seek ye first the Kingdom of God.” His last sermon, at
Leatherhead, on Wednesday, February 23, 1791, was from a similar text, “Seek ye the Lord
while he may be found.” From the forty or fifty thousand sermons he delivered between these
dates the note of appeal was seldom absent. Yet it was always an appeal based on a foundation of
careful reasoning. The fourteen neatly written pages of his first sermon reveal the calm
orderliness of his mind, which his warmed heart never destroyed.

The first sermon which Wesley published, in 1735, was on Job iii. 17—one of the
handful of sermons which he preached before the staff and students of Oxford University
assembled at St. Mary’s. The next, Salvation by Faith, was also preached there, less than three
weeks after the momentous experience of May 24, 1738. It was the first manifesto of
Methodism, an old sermon preached with a new conviction, to be unhesitatingly accorded the
first place in the “Standard Sermons.” Other published sermons followed: Free Grace (which
brought to a head his estrangement from George Whitefield) in 1739; The Almost Christian
(another University sermon), and Christian Perfection in 1741; Charles Wesley’s Awake, thou
that sleepest (which has the top score for frequency of publication among Methodist writings) in
1742; and Scriptural Christianity, his last University sermon, which finally barred St. Mary’s
pulpit against him, in 1744.

In an age which swarmed with sermons, this total of seven is very meagre, especially
compared with the seventy-seven other publications that Wesley had issued up to the end of
1745. One reason was that he was content to exhort his preachers and people to study the
collection of Homilies which King Edward VI and Queen Elizabeth had sponsored two hundred
years before. These Wesley had read to his congregation in Georgia, and in 1739 had published
extracts from them, entitled The Doctrine of Salvation, Faith, and Good Works. His friends were
not satisfied, however; and the first two Methodist Conferences, meeting in 1744 and 1745,
urged upon him the duty of publishing a volume of his own sermons.

The renewed prodding in August, 1745, resulted in Wesley’s issuing a tiny circular, dated
September 9, 1745, entitled: “Proposal for Printing by Subscription, Three Volumes of Sermons,
By John Wesley, M.A., Fellow of Lincoln-College, Oxford.” Those who were prepared to
support him in this literary venture were asked to pay 1s. 6d. down for each unbound volume,
and a shilling more on delivery. Booksellers subscribing for six copies were promised a seventh
free. The circular stated that “Each Volume will contain at least Ten Sermons, on the same Paper
and Letter with these Proposals”—adding optimistically, “The first Volume will be in the Press
about Michaelmas, and will be delivered to the Subscriber (if God permit) at or before
Christmas.” Actually it was not until November of the following year that the Gentleman’s
Magazine could announce the appearance of “A volume of sermons, by J. Wesley, M.A.”

The preface is one of Wesley’s best efforts; its theme, “I design plain truth for plain
people.” The sermons are written for “the bulk of mankind”—Wesley’s equivalent of our “man
in the street.” “Nothing here appears in an elaborate, elegant, or oratorical dress,” he proclaims,
and disavows any intention of showing off his learning, though admitting that he may
occasionally quote the original Scriptures, or inadvertently slip into unfamiliar phrase. (Actually
he quotes a little of Homer’s Greek in this very preface, as well as using the famous phrase
“Homo unius libri.”)

Volume I of these Sermons on Several Occasions offered two more than the minimum



ten promised to the subscribers. Volume I, published in 1748, also contained twelve, as did
Volume II1, issued in 1750. Ten years later Wesley added a fourth volume, which he mistakenly
described as “probably the last which I shall publish.” This contained seven sermons, over half
of it being taken up with six miscellaneous tracts, partly original, partly extracted from other
writers. Nearly thirty years were to pass before Wesley published another volume of sermons,
and then, in 1787-8, four new volumes appeared at once, together with reprints of these earlier
four. The new ones contained fifty-six sermons, forty-two of which had already been published
in monthly instalments in the Arminian Magazine. A ninth volume was added after his death.

It was John Wesley himself who by legal action perpetuated his sermons as a doctrinal
yardstick for his followers. His Model Deed for Methodist “preaching-houses,” first published in
1763, provided that therein should be proclaimed “no other doctrine than is contained in Mr.
Wesley’s Notes upon the New Testament, and four volumes of Sermons.” All succeeding Model
Deeds, including the latest in 1932, have contained a similar phrase.

There has been some confusion, however, as to the exact meaning of the later wording
about “the first four volumes” of Wesley’s Sermons, the editor of the standard edition of his
Works maintaining that Wesley referred to the first four of the thirty-two volumes of his
collected writings issued in 1771, which contained fifty-three sermons. It seems that Wesley
himself realised the ambiguity, for when he came to re-issue his sermons separately in 1787-8,
the contents of the first four volumes reverted to the original lay-out of the 1746, 1748, 1750,
and 1760 volumes, with the addition of one sermon on Wandering Thoughts, which had been
appended to a subsequent edition of Volume III before the 1763 Model Deed was published.
These forty-four sermons have now been legally recognised as the “Standard Sermons” of
Methodism.

The new Model Deed of the Methodist Church keeps us anchored firmly to these
doctrinal standards, stating that “no person or persons whomsoever shall at any time hereafter be
permitted to preach or expound God’s Holy Word” on Methodist premises “who shall maintain,
promulgate, or teach any Doctrine or Practice contrary to what is contained” in these volumes.
Let those who are inclined to rebel against this forthright declaration read also the explanatory
clause in the Deed of Union—

“The Notes on the New Testament and the 44 Sermons are not intended to
impose a system of formal or speculative theology on Methodist Preachers, but to
set up standards of preaching and belief which should secure loyalty to the
fundamental truths of the Gospel of Redemption and ensure the continued witness
of the Church to the realities of the Christian experience of salvation.”

We believe Wesley himself would have rejoiced in these comforting yet challenging
words. Wesley’s Sermons, like the Scriptures on which they are based, get to grips with the
spiritual needs and opportunities of the ordinary man; and Methodism to-day would certainly not
suffer from a renewed emphasis on such practical—even if not always popular—preaching.

By Rev. Frank Baker, B.A., B.D.
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