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This Church is blessed with women and men who share the gifts of the Holy Spirit daily. To be singled out of the flock is an honor indeed, but one that is truly deserved by our 2018 honoree.

This is a woman of many talents, here are a few: 

Her loving presence in the lives of family and friends 
Her faith in the Lord and dedication to her church
Her musical and artistic talents
Her devotion to children and passion for education 
Her leadership and organizational skills
Her ability to rally people for a good cause
 
Let me tell you a few stories.

A few years ago, the church budget was tight and we were going to have to cut back on nonprofit support. Our honoree volunteered to restart the Fall Festival, which she reimagined and has chaired ever since, raising close to $50,000 for our community partners over the last five years -- a remarkable success.

Similarly, as a member of the Outreach Mission Team, she grew concerned that there was not enough money in the Elizabeth Andrews Fund to make it through the year. She led the Circle of Faith in printing and selling Gifts Will Be Blessings cards during December, a project which has raised thousands of dollars each year for our pastors’ use in ministering to those in need.

Her handiwork enriches our worship experience every time we enter this place. When the sanctuary walls lacked adornment or the front walk needed a welcoming banner, she took to her sewing machine and crafted the fabulous fabric art that beautifies our church.  

Did I mention that she is an elder and a longtime member of the choir?  Or that she has taken huge roles in the Durham community, serving as Campus Club president this year and continuing her lifelong advocacy for children as a national Head Start program auditor and Board member of  the Exchange Family Center in Durham?  I could go on and on, but by now I am sure you know that Barbara VanDeWoestine is our 2018 PW Life Member.  Barbara, please come join me and let me share your two daughters’ words about their mother.

Karen and Jill wrote beautiful tributes to their mother when we shared news of this honor.  They say that service is part of their family DNA.  Karen said her grandparents always pitched in to help family and community and from her earliest memories her mother has served in her church, community and vocation. Barbara’s gifts of cooking, sewing and a kind word made a difference, especially during a time of trial or grieving.  

Jill says her grandparents, both first-generation Americans, had a strong work ethic starting in timbering in Minnesota. Barbara’s father, later a welder in Chicago, built the family’s house, made furniture and raised a bountiful garden while her mother made and designed beautiful clothes and taught sewing to a whole generation of 4H kids as well as Barbara. 

Both daughters say Barbara set a similar example, of both self-sufficiency and volunteering. Jill talks about her life in chapters: hospital, church, Habitat for Humanity, Band Parents, and countless boards and committees, all while teaching full-time and making sure dinner was on the table. Barbara’s visits to Corning, New York, inevitably lead to a chance meeting with former preschool students or friends who value her presence in their lives.

Jill said “Helping others is a vital part of her being, it permeates everything she does, and how she lives her life.” Karen said, “I am blessed to have her as my example and mentor throughout my life and I pray that I am able follow in her footsteps and pass along this wonderful family trait.”  

We at TAPC are so happy that you and Rob made your way to Durham, and that your search for a faith home brought you to our doors.  

The certificate and pin have special meaning. Congratulations, Barbara, on this well-deserved honor.

Sally Adkin, PW Chair
Susan Ross, PW Life Member 2017
