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As stated in the Bylaws of the Women of the Church, the purpose 

of the organization and program of the Women of the Presbyterian 

Church, U. S., is to provide opportunities for women, as individuals 

and in groups, to grow in the knowledge of Christ and be strengthened 

as members of His Body in our contemporary world in order that they 

may understand and fulfill the particular responsibilities they have 

in the family, in the congregation, in the community, and around the 

world. We have endeavored this year to fulfill these commitments as 

a united Christian group working together with these goals our 

challenges. 

In order to achieve this, our Women of the Church are divided 

into seven active circles and one home circle for those unable to 

attend church or circles. Each member of the Home Circle is assigned 

to an active circle, in order that individual attention, such as 

visits, cards, flowers, food, and other things may be provided them. 

A most interesting workbook, Their Souls did Magnify the Lord, 

was the Bible study used by four circles. Two circles chose to study 

the Old Testament. One young woman's circle, meeting at the church, 

with baby-sitters provided by the W.O.C., chose to present their own 

programs discussing Christian influence on their homes, with their 

children, and in their community. 

The services and projects undertaken by these circles were 

• impressive and meaningful. Many needy families were given fruit 

baskets, Christmas gifts of clothing, food, toys, etc. Mentally 


retarded children at Butner, who have been forgotten, were provided 
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with "Santa Clause." Those sick or confined to Nursing Homes were 
• 

remembered in meaningful ways. Christmas dinner was provided for 

those at t1aynard House. Thirty-five dolls were dressed for the 

Salvation Army's Santa Clause project. From the food closet at the 

church, many in our community receive emergency help. Prizes for 

bingo games were supplied to Senior Citizen groups. Rolling bandages 

for the Wilson Leprosy Center was another project. 

First Vice President, Miss Christine Vick, and the Program Chair

men, Mrs. Robert L. Blake, Mrs. William R. Krigbaum, Mrs. Wesley 

Covington, and Mrs. George W. Brumley planned information programs 

for our General Meetings. 

• 


The Treasurer, Mrs. J. Melvin Tillman, has kept the W.O.C. 


financially stable with a budget of $2,250.00 raised in excess. 


Cash gifts were made to "Curious Kaleidoscope," Barium Springs, 


Friends of the Seminary, Presbyterian Retirement Home, White Cross, 


Nation Mission, International Mission, the Birthday Offering, the 

Joy Gift, Contact Telemistry, Concerns for Children, Inc., Jeonju, 

Korea Home for Boys, Hanil Women's Seminary, and Meals on Wheels. New 

table cloths and protective table mats to fit the new tables in the 

dining room were purchased; also, two large casseroles with silver 

holders. 

Due to the efforts of our Personal Faith and Family Life Chairman, 

Mrs. Robert L. Blake, excellent devotions for all General Meetings 

were planned. Bible Moderators were secured for the Circles and study 

materials provided. A combined program for all Church members and 

invited guests was presented by Steven Shumaker, Chaplain of N. C. 

State University, speaking on "Sects and Cults." 

The Christian Community Action Chairman, Mrs. William R. Krigbaum, 


arranged for Cathy Carlson of "Curious Kaleidoscope" to speak on "Who's 

in Charge at your House? The T.V. or You?" 

http:2,250.00
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The Leadership and Resources Chairman, Mrs. George W. Brumley, 

planned a day retreat at Quail Roost Farm for old and new council's 

workshop, as well as involvement of women at large. This was a 

rewarding and learning experience. She invited all college students 

to a reception following the Worship Service, during the Christmas 

Holidays in their honor. Along with her committee, she obtained 

new officers and Circle Leaders for the coming year. 

The Sanctuary Guild Chairman, Mrs. Eugene Henry, has coordinated 

the responsibilities for the communion, acolytes, the flower arrange

ments for the sanctuary and church parlor. Twenty-five brass candle

holders were purchased and donated to the Church. During the Christmas 

Season, the Church was beautifully decorated with help from many making 

Christmas wreaths and arrangements throughout. The erecting and 

decorating of the Chrismon Tree for the sanctuary was very meaningful 

and appreciated by all. Another of her many responsibilities, was 

the use of the pall at the request of a bereaved family. 

The Christmas reception honorong new members was again a beautiful 

and special evening for all. This reception was most successful as a 

result of planning by the Second Vice President, Mrs. Dorothy Brock, 

and her committees. Due to an increase in church membership, a separate 

reception in the church parlor was held for 1st through 4th grades. 

Approximately forty children attended and enjoyed Christmas story 

movies, refreshments, and received an individual gift. This proved 

very successful. 

A new church and ministry chairman was initiated this year--Shut-

In Visitation. The purpose of this committee is to assist the Ministers 

and the session, as well as the W.O.C., in providing contact with church 

members who are no longer able to attend or participate in church wor

ship and fellowship, and are confined to home or to nursing homes. 

Serving ~ith Mrs. Joe Bell, Chairman, Miss Wilhelmina 8 . Lemen, Mrs. 
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L. R. Shaw, Miss Elizabeth Bahrenburg, and Mr. W. L. Mcleod to form 

this committee. Along with help from circle members, birthdays, 

special occasions, and cards of remembrances were mailed, telephoning 

contact and visiting when situations permitted were made. Notation 

on card files were recorded to assure regular contact. 

Due to the untiring Mrs. Fred Bersebach, Chairman of the Church 

World Service, the entire church was involved and the response great. 

Thirteen large boxes of clothing were packed for the clothing drive. 

With help from the Boy Scouts displaying ways blankets may be used, 

$314.00 was contributed, which means that 78 blankets were purchased. 

The lower Sunday School grades brought items for the health, school, 

and serving kits. Handiwork kits of baby blankets and baby socks were 

made by several circles. 

Our ladies were hostess for the Eighty-First Annual Meeting of 

the Women of the Church of Orange Presbytery. Mrs. Laurance D. Kirkland, 

General Chairman, had the total support of our church in making this 

meeting most successful. This was a tremendous job, but one well done 

and one our church could be quite proud of. It was the largest attend

ance for a Presbyterial Meeting in the history of Granville-Orange. A 

total of 565 persons registered for the two days and were served dinner 

on Wednesday, a lovely morning coffee, and lunch on Thursday. Much 

appreciation from the W.O.C. is due to the Ministers, the choir, the 

church secretaries, and the Men of the Church for their support and 

hard work. Each guest wh0 attended could not help but feel the unity 

and the pride we have .in our church. As they went home, they surely 

took the knowledge that the Spirit of Christ was very alive and active 

in our midst. 

A reception was given honorong Mrs. Gertrude vJhite's retirement 

as church hostess for the receptions following our Sunday morning 

worship services. 
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Lunch was prepared and served to the N. C. State CROP Committee 

which met in our church. 

We accepted the kind invitation from First Presbyterian Church to 

join them in celebrating our birthday luncheon. This was well supported 

and attended by our members. The Birthday Luncheon emphasis was 

Mexican-American Leaders and Ministers, also the St. Columba Ministries 

in Norfolk, Virginia. The offering amounted to $125.75. 

Thanks again to Mrs. Boardman C. Bennett for selecting and purchasing 

books for the Children's Collection in the Library. 

Accurately and beautifully compiled, Mrs. Frank Winstead assembled 

data for the history of the Women of the Church. 

At the request of the Session, suggestions for improvement and 

alterations to the basement area of the Sanctuary Building were sub

mitted. These were approved and made; the entire area was painted, 

two single opening doors changed to double doors, installed new vinyl 

asbestos tile floors in the kitchen, corridor, and dining room, new 

carpet in back hall, two new double oven electric ranges in the kitchen 

were installed. The W.O.C. purchased new draperies for all the windows. 

The Boy Scout Awards bulletin board was made attractive through efforts 

of Mr. Robert Blake. The kitchen inventory of necessities was completed. 

As a result of our increased membership and the need to use the 

dining room, without disfurnishing the Church Parlor at the same time, 

the W.O.C. requested contributions from any members interested in 

furnishing this area. Serving on this committee, chaired by Mrs. George 

W. Brumley, was Mrs. H. Keith Brodie, Mrs. Clark C. Havighurst, Mrs. 

R. James Henderson, Mrs. Eugene Henry, Dr. William Crompton Bennett, 

and Mrs. William H. Johnson. Great thought and study as to the type 

of furniture best suited and most functional for this area was under

taken. Through the generosity of many, this project was very successful 

and will be enjoyed by all. 



-6

• 


Mrs. Jane Hayes gave a memorial honoring her parents, Mr. and 

Mrs. Wesley Fendol Beavers, who were the first couple to be married 

in Trinity Avenue Presbyterian Church on December 23, 1925. Directed 

to this project were Memorial Gifts honoring: Mr. Lawrence Crabtree, 

Mr. Speed Gray, Mrs. Ann Johnson, Mr. Mebane Johnson, Mrs. Macie 

Johnston, Mrs. Geroge Kirkland, Mr. Harry Markley, Mr. Harold Noell, 

and Mr. Frank Satterfield. Special gifts were made by Mrs. Bess 

Pichard Boone, Mrs. Basil Watkins, Mr. and Mrs. Boyd White Harris, Jr., 

and The Women of the Church. Purchased with these funds are: four (4) 

Flip Top tables which may be used as dining room tables when opened, 

six (6) side chairs, one (1) Huntboard, one (1) Hanging Plate Rack, a 

mirror, fern stand with urn, three (3) lamps, and other non-breakable 

accessories. 

Twenty-eight ladies represented our W.O.C. at the District Meeting 

held at First Presbyterian Church in September. Miss Christine Vick 

and Mrs. William H. Johnson attended the Mid-Winter Council Meeting at 

Hawfields Presbyterian Church in Haw River. Mrs. Robert L. Blake and 

Mrs. John M. Preuss attended the Week-end Conference at Lees-McRae 

College in June. Miss Christine Vick was present for the W.O.C. North 

Carolina Leaderhsip Training Conference in July. Mrs. Florence Bivins 

was a co-teacher in a workshop at the Church Secretary's Conference in 

June at Montreat. Present for the Spiritual Retreat at Glade Valley 

in August were Miss Peggy Thierry, Mrs. Marion Frazier, Mrs. Jack 

Crumpacker, Mrs. John M. Pruess, and Miss Christine Vick. 

The W.O.C. has felt the loss of these loyal members this year: 

Mrs. Mary Bowden Kirkland, Mrs. Geroge L. Cooper, Mrs. Madeline H. 

Anderson, Mrs. Bennie L. Daniels, Mrs. Myrtle Smith Anderson, and 

Mrs. Ann Webster Johnson. 

A major undertaking this year was to update the W.O.C. Membership 

Directory. With much help from Circle Leaders and Council Officers, 
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an effort was made to contact each member as to their choice of 

' circle assignment and correct address. After hours of typing, Mrs. 

Florence Bivins, Church Secretary, and Mrs. Martha Moss, Assistant 

Secretary, assembled this directory for the printers to complete. 

Without the great cooperation, clerical work, background informa

tion, and good advice from the church office staff, the W.O.C. could 

not extend its efforts and services as it so endeavors. 

Under the sanction of the Session of the Church, this has been a 

busy and involved year in the spiritual growth for the members of the 

Women of the Church. 

Thank you for the privilege of serving as your President for this 

year. I shall never forget your loyal support and loving helpfulness. 

My sincere gratitude and heartfelt thanks to you who made this year 

one I shall always treasure. God Bless You. 

Respectfully submitted, 


Judy Johnson, President 
(Mrs. William H. Johnson) 

September 10, 1978 


	IMG_0022
	IMG_0023
	IMG_0024
	IMG_0025
	IMG_0026
	IMG_0027
	IMG_0028
	IMG_0029



