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PREFACE

est places east of the Jordan and to visit Petra, that most fasci-
nating of Eastern cities. By securing his equipment at Beirut
the traveller may cross northern Galilee and then, with comfort,
_go southward in the early spring through ancient Bashan,
Gilead, Moab, and Edom. Thence, with great economy of time
and effort, he may return through central Palestine, making fre-
quent détours to points of interest. In this way he will find the
quaint, fascinating old Palestine that has escaped the invasions
of the railroads and western tourists, and he will bear away exact
and vivid impressions of the land as it really was and still is.

The difficulties and expense of Palestine travel, however, ren-
der such a journey impossible for the majority of Bible students.
Fortunately, the marvellous development of that most valuable
aid to modern education, the stereoscope and the stereograph,
make it possible for every one at a comparatively small expense
to visit Palestine and to gain under expert guidance in many ways
a clearer and more exact knowledge of the background of bib-
lical history and literature than he would through months of
travel. Through the courtesy of my publishers and the co-
operation of the well-known firm of Underwood & Underwood,
of New York and London, I have been able to realize an ideal
that I have long cherished, and to place at the disposal of the
readers of this volume one hundred and forty stereographs (or,
if preferred for class and lecture use, stereopticon slides) that
illustrate the most important events of biblical geography and
history. They have been selected from over five hundred views
taken especially for this purpose, and enable the student to gain,
as he alone can through the stereoscope, the distinct state of
consciousness of being in scores of historic places rarely visited
even by the most venturesome travellers. Numbers referring
to these stereographs (or stereopticon slides) have been inserted
in the body of the text. In Appendix II the titles corresponding
to each number are given,
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PREFACE

" The large debt that I owe to the valiant army of pioneers and
explorers who have penetrated every part of the biblical world and
given us the results of their observations and study is suggested
by the selected bibliography in Appendix I. I am under es-
pecial obligations to the officers of the Palestine Exploration
Fund, who kindly placed their library and maps in London at
my service and have also permitted me to use in reduced form
their Photo-Relief Map of Palestine,

C.F. K.

YarLe UNiversity,
January, 1911.
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PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY




































THE BIBLICAL WORLD

iterrancan, but was gradually broadened until it included practi-
cally all the peoples living about the great inland sea. Similarly
the life and faith of the Hebrews, at first local, became in time
world-wide. Each of the ancient races followed the lines of de-
velopment marked out by their geographical environment. Two
civilizations—that of the Hebrews and that of the Greeks—
lacking a suitable background for local growth and expansion,
went forth to conquer and transform the life and thought and
faith of all the world.





















OPENNESS TO THE ARABIAN DESERT

institutions of the desert. Love of freedom, suspicion of all
centralized government and fierce rivalry between tribes and
petty peoples—these are but a few of the sharacteristics of
Palestine’s history that are primarily due to its openness to
Arabia.

Absence of Navigable Rivers and Good Harbors. Pal-
estine, on the other hand, is shut off from close commercial
contact with other peoples. No great waterway invited the
trader and warrior to go out and conquer the rest of the world.
Instead, in the early periods when men depended chiefly upon
communication by river or sea, Palestine shut in its inhabitants
and tended to develop an intensive rather than an extensive
civilization. Its one large river, the Jordan, flows, not into the
ocean, but into a low inland sea, whose only outlet is by evapo-
ration. The coast line of Palestine is also characterized by the
lack of a single good harbor. At Joppa, at the northwestern
end of Carmel, and at Tyre the otherwise straight shore line
curves slightly inland; but at each of these points there is no
natural protection from the severe western gales. The Pheeni-
cians, shut in by the eastern mountains, dared the perils of the
deep; but to the early peoples of Palestine the Great Sea was,
on the whole, a barrier rather than an invitation to commerce
and conquest.

Incentives to Industry. The physical characteristics of
Palestine were well fitted to develop active, industrious in-
habitants. The constant pressure on their borders by Arabs,
who could be held back only by a strong, organized civilization,
was a powerful spur. 'The natural division of the land among
independent and usually hostile races made eternal activity
and watchfulness the price that must be paid for life and free-
dom. Popular tradition, based on a fact that pre-eminently im-
presses every traveller in the land to-day, states that the fabled
Titan, who was sent to scatter stones over the face of the earth,
distributed them equally over Europe and Africa, but that
when he came to Asia and was passing through Syria, his bag
broke, depositing its contents on Palestine. Throughout most
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INCENTIVES TO FAITH AND MORAL CULTURE

“I sent among you a pestilence by the way of Egypt,

I slew your youths by the sword, taking captive your horses,
And I caused the stench of your camps to rise in your nostrils,
Yet ye did not return to me,” is the oracle of Jehovah (Am, 471°).

Hence in a land like Palestine it was natural and almost inevi-
table that men should eagerly seek to know the will of the Deity
and should strive to live in accord with it. It was a fitting school
in which to nurture the race that attained the deepest sense of
the divine presence, the most intense spirit of worship and devo-
tion, and the most exalted moral consciousness.

Central and Exposed to Attack on Every Side. Palestine,
in common with the rest of Syria, held a central position in
relation to the other ancient civilizations. Through it ran the
great highways from Babylon and Assyria to Egypt. Along
its eastern border passed the great road from Damascus and
Mesopotamia to Arabia. It was the gateway and key to three
continents—Africa, Asia, and Europe. From each of these in
turn came conquerors—Egyptians and Ethiopians, Babylonians
and Assyrians, Greeks and Romans—against whom the divided
peoples of Palestine were practically helpless. Palestine, be-
cause of its physical characteristics and central position was
destined to be ruled by rather than to rule over its powerful
neighbors. And yet this close contact with the powerful nations
of the earth inevitably enriched the civilization and faith of
the peoples living within this much contested land. It pro-
duced the great political, social, and religious crises that called
forth the Hebrew prophets. It made the Israelites the trans-
muters and transmitters of the rich heritage received from their
cultured neighbors and from their inspired teachers. In turn
it gave them their great opportunity, for repeated foreign con-
quests and exile enabled them in time to go forth and con-
quer, not with the sword of steel, but of divine truth, and to build
up an empire that knew no bounds of time or space.

Significance of Palestine’s Characteristics. Thus the
more important characteristics of Palestine are richly suggestive
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CHARACTERISTICS OF PALESTINE

of the unfolding of Israel’s life and of the réle that Judaism and
Christianity were destined to play in the world’s history. Pal-
estine is the scene of the earlier stages of God’s supreme revela-
tion of himself and his purpose to man and through man.
The more carefully that revelation is studied the clearer it ap-
pears that the means whereby it was perfected were natural and
not contra-natural. The stony hills and valleys of Palestine,
the unique combination of sea and plain, of mountain and desert,
placed in the centre of the ancient world, were all silent but
effective agents in realizing God’s eternal purpose in the life
of man.







































CENTRAL AND COMMANDING POSITION

Central and Commanding Position. The Plain of Es-
draelon, like the Plain of Sharon, was a great highway of the
nations. 'Through the broad valleys which lead into it came
from every quarter the invaders, whether for peaceful or violent
conquest, for here all the important roads converged. On its
western border ran the great coast road from Egypt to Pheenicia.
The eastern branches of the road also entered the plain from the
south through three different avenues. The one was through
the valley which led from the Plain of Sharon to the southeastern
end of Mount Carmel. Still more direct and easy was the ap-
proach through northwestern Samaria along the Wady Arah,
past the famous old fortress of Megiddo. The third was far-
ther east along the broad Plain of Dothan to Engannim, the
present Jenin, and thence along the eastern side of the Plain of
Esdraelon. These highways in turn connected with those which
ran past Mount Tabor to the populous cities on the Lake of
Gennesaret and thence to Damascus and the East. Another im-
portant artery of trade ran along the wide, level Plain of Jezreel,
past Bethshean that guarded its eastern gateway (12 to the
Jordan and thence northward to Damascus or directly eastward
to Gilead and the desert (cf. chap. IX).

Importance of the Plain in Palestinian History. The
Plain of Esdraelon was both the door and the key to Palestine.
Through it came the ancient conquerors to possess the land. The
Midianites in the days of Gideon were but a part of that ever-
advancing Arab horde, which surged up through the Plain of
Jezreel whenever the government of central Palestine was weak.
On its gently sloping hills from the days of Thotmes III to Na-
poleon were waged the great battles that determined the posses-
sion of the land. Here, under the leadership of Deborah, the
Hebrews fought the valiant fight that left them masters of
Canaan and free to pass over the barrier of plain that had hither-
to kept apart the tribes of the north from those of the south.












CHARACTERISTICS OF SOUTHERN SAMARIA

trates nearly to the top of the watershed. In many ways south-
ern Samaria resembles northern Galilee. It is an elevated
plateau rising gradually from the western coast plains and cul-
minating in the southeast. Baal-Hazor, five miles north of
the pass of Michmash, rising to the height of three thousand, three
hundred and eighteen feet, is the highest point in Samaria, and
lacks only a few feet of being the highest point south of the
Plain of Esdraelon.

The descent in the east to the Jordan valley is exceedingly
steep and rocky. Two or three rushing brooks have cut deep
channels through the barren limestone rocks, which are covered
with only a scanty herbage. Northwest of Jericho rises, as a
terrace leading up to the heights above, the semi-detached mass
of barren rock known as the Quarantana (Jebel Kuruntul), and
still higher up to the west lies the wilderness of Bethaven, and
beyond the rocky hills of Mount Ephraim. 9 On the high
central plateau north of Baal-Hazor are a network of small but
open plains, which run up past Shiloh to the east of Mount
Gerizim. These are fringed by rocky hills, but are themselves
exceedingly well-watered and fruitful and are covered to-day
with waving grain fields.

Southwestern Samaria. The western part of southern
Samaria is the land of deep but open valleys. Trees and grass,
with many well-tilled fields, cover the hills and valleys. Chief
of these valleys which lead up from the plain are the Wady
esh-Shair (the Barley Vale), west of Shechem,(1® the Brook
Kanah, the Wady Jib, which first flows south and then west-
ward into the Wady Deir Ballut, and the Wady ez-Zerka,
which, like the Wady Malakeh, finds its outlet into the sea
a little north of Jaffa. Prosperous villages, some capping the
summits of rounded hills, and others far down in sheltered spots
in the deep valleys, are scattered throughout this entire region.
The site of each was evidently chosen with a view to defence
against the many foes that, from earliest times, have passed up
through the valleys which stand wide open to the west. Like
the rest of Samaria, it was a land where peace could be secured
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VALLEY OF AJALON

several roads lead up to the plateau north of Jerusalem. Of
these the most important is the one that ascends the pass of the
Upper and Lower Beth-horons, along which ran the most direct
and, in early times, the main highway from Jerusalem to
Joppa.(lls)

Wady Ali. A little south of the Valley of Ajalon is the
narrow Wady Ali, along which runs to-day the carriage road from
Jerusalem to Joppa. Apparently because of the deepness and
narrowness of this valley it does not figure in biblical history
until the Maccabean period.

Valley of Sorek. The third important gateway to Judah
was the Valley of Sorek, the present Wady es-Surar. Here the
modern railway from Joppa to Jerusalem penetrates the central
plateau. Just before the Valley of Sorek reaches the steep
ascent to the highlands it receives two important confluents,
the Wady el-Ghurab, from the northwest, and the Wady en-
Nagil from the south. Here the valley opens into a broad fer-
tile plain, closely connected with the larger Plain of Philistia and
yet encircled by the hills of the Shephelah. Immediately to the
north was the home of the Danites and about this picturesque
point gather the Samson stories. Along a winding and steep
ascent the narrow pass thence runs directly eastward toward
Jerusalem, approaching the city across the Valley of Rephaim
from the southwest.

Valley of Elah. The fourth valley is that of Elah, the
Valley of the Terebinth, which is known to-day as the Wady
es-Sunt. This valley abounds in memories of David’s earlier
exploits.(8) Its eastern branch, the Wady el-Jindy leads through
a narrow defile up toward Bethlehem. Its more important
branch, the Wady es-Sur, runs directly southward past what
are probably to be identified as the ancient Adullam and Keilah,
and thence turning eastward, reaches the uplands near the famous
Maccabean fortress of Bethzur, a little north of Hebron.

Valley of Zephathah. The fifth valley is that of Zephathah,
which is known to-day in its upper course as the Wady el-Afranj.
Its western gateway is guarded by the present important city of
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VI
THE JORDAN AND DEAD SEA VALLEY

Geological History. The great gorge of the Jordan and
Dead Sea valley is the most striking natural phenomenon in
Palestine. No place on the face of the earth has had a more
dramatic geological history. As has already been noted (p.14),
this great rift which runs from northern Syria to the Red Sea
was probably formed in the latter part of the Pliocene Age.
At the northern end of the Dead Sea its bed reaches a depth of
nearly one-half a mile beneath the ocean level. It is thus by
far the deepest depression on the face of the earth. During the
Pluvial period this huge rift was filled with water, making a
large inland sea, fully two hundred miles long, with its surface
nearly one hundred feet above the ocean level. Apparently the
higher land to the south of the present Dead Sea cut off the
ocean, so that at the first it was a fresh-water lake. During the
Interglacial period, possibly in part as the result of volcanic
changes, it fell to a level of not more than three hundred feet
above the present surface of the Dead Sea. It was during
this period and the ice age that followed that the deposits were
made on the side of the valley, which have given it its present
terraced form.

Evidences of Volcanic Action. From the Pluvial period
to the present the valley has been the scene of frequent vol-
canic disturbances. The water, sinking through the great
rifts and subterranean passages, and being transformed by
the heat into steam, forced up great masses of lava, which may
be traced at many points on the heights both to the east and to
the west of the Jordan valley. Earthquakes, many of them
severe, are still common in this volcanic region. That of 1837
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SOURCE OF THE JORDAN AT BANIAS

Source of the Jordan at Banias. One of the two main
sources of the Jordan is at Banias, the Ceesarea Philippi of
New Testament times. About one.hundred feet beneath an
ancient grotto in the side of a sheer cliff, the stream pours
forth from the rocks and goes rushing down through thickets of
trees and the gardens which are irrigated by its waters.(29) By
Josephus and other ancient writers the springs at Banias were
regarded as the true source of the Jordan. Here the ancient
Canaanites apparently reared a sanctuary to the god of the
stream and later the Greeks built a temple to Pan, from whence
comes, with the change of the initial letter, the modern name
of Banias, or City of Pan. Here also Herod reared a temple
which was one of the glories of the Roman city.

At Tell el-Kadi. The largest source of the Jordan is on
the western side of the mound now known as Tell el-Kadi. A
stream about ten feet wide flows directly from the rock and is
joined by a smaller confluent a little to the south, forming the
so-called El-Leddan. The imposing mound of Tell el-Kadi,
lying at the head of the Jordan Valley and commanding the
highway that leads to Banias, and thence across the eastern
spurs of Mount Hermon to Damascus, is probably the site of
the Canaanite Laish, later the Hebrew Dan.

The Western Confluents. A mile and a half further to the
south the two eastern sources of the Jordan are joined by the
Hasbany. This stream springs from a pool on the western
side of Mount Hermon and thence flows southward through
the broad plain on the west of the mountain from which it
sprang. The fourth source of the Jordan, the Nahr Bareighit,
the least important of the four, rising not far from the River
Litany, comes down through a valley to the northwest.

The Upper Jordan Valley. During the first part of its
descent to the Dead Sea, the Jordan winds leisurely through a
valley about five miles wide, flanked by hills rising to between
fifteen hundred and two thousand feet.(30) Its northernmost
part, under the shadow of Mount Hermon, is plentifully strewn
with stones, but a few miles below Tell el-Kadi fertile grain
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SHORES OF THE SEA OF GALILEE

Its Shores. On the east rise the steep, now barren but
probably once tree-clad, limestone hills of the Jaulan, capped
by vast layers of black basalt, towering in the distance like
huge battlements. They stand back, however, from the lake,
leaving a shore averaging one-half mile in width. On the
north the Jordan has worn down the hills, which here descend
gradually in wild, stony moorlands, covered with thorns and
rough grasses. To the northwest opens the fertile plain of
Gennesaret,(33) four miles wide, watered by dashing mountain
brooks and flanked by the high hills of upper Galilee. The
industry of German colonists is again beginning to demon-
strate the marvellous fertility of this fair plain, where the
fruits and grains of tropical and temperate climes grow side
by side. On the western side of the lake the hills descend in
terraces, leaving a narrow strip of shore, connected with the
uplands by one or two shallow valleys. To the south the
shore broadens and the hills recede until they are four miles
apart at the southern end,(34) where the Jordan leaves the Sea
of Galilee.

From the Sea of Galilee to the Dead Sea. The distance
from the Sea of Galilee to the Dead Sea in a straight line is only
sixty-five miles, but, owing to its constant turnings, the actual
course of the river measures nearly two hundred miles. In this
last plunge the river descends more than one thousand feet.
Its descent is more rapid in the upper part of its course. A
little below the Sea of Galilee it receives its largest confluent,
the River Yarmuk, which breaks through the heights of the
Hauran to the east. The volume of the water thus poured in
nearly equals that of the Jordan itself at this point. Further
south the Brook Jaltd comes down on the west from the Plain of
Jezreel past Bethshean. About twenty miles from its mouth,
the Jordan receives the waters from the Jabbok, which descends
from the heights of Gilead on the east, and from the Wady
Farah, which comes from the vicinity of Shechem on the west.

Character of the Valley. Below the Sea of Galilee the
Jordan valley, at first but four miles wide, gradually broadens
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viI
THE EAST-JORDAN LAND

Form and Climate of the East-Jordan Land. The east-
Jordan land of biblical history is in form an irregular triangle,
with its base skirting the Jordan Valley, its northern angle at the
foot of Mount Hermon, its southern a little beyond the southern
end of the Dead Sea, while its third angle lies in the Druse
Mountains, about seventy miles east of the Sea of Galilee.
Damascus,42 to the northwest, is just beyond the bounds of
Palestine. This famous ancient city lies in the midst of a ver-
dant oasis made by the waters of the Abana River,(43) which
breaks through the eastern Lebanons and finally loses itself in
the Arabian desert. The heart of the east-Jordan land is the
wide, level plain watered by the tributaries of the Yarmuk
River. The east-Jordan territory is a great elevated plateau,
averaging fully two thousand feet in height. This southern
continuation of the Anti-Lebanon mountains is a land that
lies open to the sunshine and to the strong breezes that blow
from the dry desert or fresh from the western sea. Its temper-
ature, as a whole, is much colder than that of western Palestine.
Frosts at night begin as early as the first of November and con-
tinue into March. Deep snows cover a large portion of it in
winter. I myself have travelled in the middle of March for
hours through blinding snows, two or three feet deep, up among
the highlands of Gilead. In summer frequent mists sweep over
the heights. At night the temperature often falls very low,
and, as a result, heavy dews are deposited. Even during the
day cool sea-breezes make the air thoroughly invigorating.
Thus it richly deserved the reputation which it enjoyed in
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SIGNIFICANCE OF THE EAST-JORDAN LAND

constantly attracted the wandering dwellers of the desert.
The life and institutions of the desert have here prevailed
through all the centuries. Here the wandering nomads first
tasted and learned to appreciate the advantages of settled agri-
cultural life and made the gradual and natural transition from
the nomadic to the agricultural state. Here also the mighty
energies of the powerful western nations were put forth in a
mighty effort to conquer and to hold this land, for they realized
that it was their natural eagtern outpost against the desert. It
was here, therefore, that the militant civilization and life of the
East and West met, struggled, and mingled. Here the same
conflicts and processes are going on to-day as in the past.
This close contact with the desert has always been the strength,
the significance, and the weakness of the east-Jordan land.






THE KIDRON VALLEY

less, although many olive trees find sufficient moisture in the
bottom and on sides of the valley. At its southern end the
Kidron is joined by the broad valley of Ben Hinnom,(55 which
runs due west nearly half a mile and then turns northward,
thus, with the Kidron, enclosing on three sides a nearly regular
rectangle half to three-quarters of a mile in width.

The Tyropceon Valley. The southern promontories or
hills thus enclosed were in ancient times divided by a small
shallow valley, the Tyropceon or Cheesemongers’ Valley, which
ran northward from the Valley of Hinnom, separating the
rectangle into two unequal parts. The city has been so often
besieged and razed to the ground that its original site has been
largely obscured by the masses of débris scattered everywhere
and especially in the Tyropceon Valley. At many points the
native rock lies from forty to onme hundred feet beneath the
pre:ent level. East of the temple area a shaft was sunk one
hundred and twenty feet before the virgin rock was reached.
Hundreds of such shafts have been sent down at different points
throughout the city so that the exact site of the ancient town is
now well known. The Tyropceon Valley, which cuts through
the heart of Jerusalem, is the key to the understanding of the
ancient city. From the point where it joins the Kidron and
Hinnom valleys in the south to its northern end, a little outside
the present Damascus Gate, this valley is about sixteen hun-
dred yards in length. The hills on either side originally rose to
the height of between one hundred and one hundred and fifty
feet above the bottom of the valley, which becomes broader and
shallower toward the north. Opposite the present temple
area a western branch extends about three hundred yards,
nearly cutting off the southwestern hill from the northern
plateau.

The Original City. The rounded ridge of rock between the
Tyropceon and Kidron valleys was clearly the original site of Je-
rusalem. Itis the so-called Ophel, on which the ancient Jebusite
fortress was reared. The southern end rises rapidly from the
valley below where the Tyropceon and Kidron join. Its north-
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THE WESTERN HILL

long from north to south and four hundred from east to west.
It is highest on the west, where it is two thousand five hundred
and twenty feet above the sea-level. It is therefore about eighty
feet higher than the temple area to the east.

The Northern Extension of the City. As the city grew
in later times, it extended naturally to the north and included
the little hill or knob directly north of the so-called western
hill, with which it was connected by a neck of rock. This
northern hill was bounded on the west by a depression running
from the Hinnom Valley and on the south and east by the upper
Tyropeeon. On the north it had no natural defence.5® Its
highest point, about two thousand four hundred and ninety feet,
was nearly on the same level as the temple area. The northern
extension of the city also included another section of the ridge
of rock which runs northward from the temple area, parallel to
the Kidron Valley. A scarp twenty feet deep was cut across
this ridge from east to west and to-day forms the northeastern
limits of the city. In contrast to the ancient city, which ex-
tended far down into the valleys to the south, the modern city
has climbed up the plateau toward the north.

Josephus’s Description of Jerusalem. The late Jewish
historian, Josephus, has given the most graphic description of
the topography of Jerusalem. In the light of the preceding
study of its site, his vivid picture becomes clearly intelligible.
While he had in mind the city of his own day (the middle of
the first Christian century) his words describe equally well the
ancient town: “The city of Jerusalem was fortified with three
walls, on such parts as were not surrounded with impassable
valleys; for in such places it had but one wall. The city was
built upon two hills, which are opposite to one another, and
have a valley to divide them asunder, at which valley the corre-
sponding houses on both hills end. Of these hills, that which "
contains the upper city is much higher, and in length more
direct. But the other hill, which was called the Acra, and sus-
tains the lower city, is of the shape of a moon when it is horned;
over against this there was a third hill, but naturally lower
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THE NORTHERN CAPITAL

there was ample space for a large and powerful city. Sur-
rounded, like Jerusalem, by a strong wall, it was practically
impregnable. ’

Its Beauty and Prosperity. The view from Samaria is one
of the most picturesque and attractive in all Palestine. Isaiah
well describes this city as “the splendid ornament which crowns
the fertile valley.” Green fields, olive and vine-clad hills de-
light the eye on every side. Between the hills may be seen
glimpses of green, peaceful valleys. Plenty and prosperity are
in evidence at every turn. Samaria itself lies one thousand four
hundred and fifty-four feet above the sea-level and is surrounded
by higher hills on nearly every side. Two miles to the north
is a hill between nine hundred and a thousand feet higher than
that of Samaria, while to the southeast other hills lead up to
the rocky heights of Mount Ebal, over three thousand feet above
the sea-level. Thus Samaria was a symbol of the beauty, the
prosperity, the openness to foreign influence, the inherent
strength and the fatal weakness of morthern, as contrasted
with southern Israel.
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IX
THE GREAT HIGHWAYS OF THE BIBLICAL WORLD

Importance of the Highways. Upon the direction and
character of the highways depend to a great extent the growth
and history of early civilization. By the great roads which en-
tered Palestine the Hebrews came as immigrants. Along the
same roads those later waves of both hostile and peaceful
invasion swept in upon them that largely shaped their history.
These highways were to them the open doors to the life and
civilization of the outside world. Over these same roads the
Hebrews later fled as fugitives or were dragged as captives.
Along these channels of communication and commerce the
missionaries and apostles at a still later day went forth to their
peaceful conquest of the Roman empire. Thus, next to the
land itself, the highways of the ancient world have exerted the
most powerful influence upon biblical history, literature, and
religion.

Lack of the Road-building Instincts among the Semites.
The Semitic races, as a rule, were not road-builders. Their
earlier nomadic experiences had accustomed them to long and
arduous marches over rough, rocky roads. The ox, the camel,
the horse, and the donkey furnished the common means of
transportation. Most of the people went from place to place
on foot, and in Palestine the distances were so short that this
mode of travel was easy and practical. To-day in well-travelled
roads large boulders lie in the middle of the way, worn smooth
by the hoofs of pack-animals and by the feet of countless passers-
by, who through the centuries have stumbled over them rather
than put forth the effort of a few moments in removing them,
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IN THE NORTH

this point it ran through northern Mesopotamia past Harran
and across the level plains between the Tigris and the Eu-
phrates to Nineveh and Babylon. It was along this broad
highway that the Assyrian and Babylonian conquerors re-
peatedly advanced against Palestine and later carried away
Hebrew captives from both northern and southern Israel.

The Road Along the Jordan. The fourth main highway to
the north, starting from Jerusalem, passed northeast through
the barren, picturesque wilderness of Judea to Jericho. Thence
it followed the western side of the Jordan Valley and the Sea of
Galilee to Khan Minyeh, where it joined the other great roads
which led to northern Syria and Damascus. From this fourth
highway many cross-roads led eastward and westward. From
Jericho a western road ran up the Wady Suweinit to Michmash
and thence across southwestern Samaria. Farther north,
three others led up from the Plain of the Jordan to Shechem and
thence by the Barley Vale to the Plain of Sharon. At Bethshean
the road to the north was crossed by another highway, which
ran from Gilead westward across the Plain of Jezreel. Thence
a highway crossed the northwestern side of the Plain of Es-
draelon, reaching the great coast road at Haifa and Accho.
Also from the southwestern end of the Sea of Galilee another
important road ran northwest past the Plain of Asochis to
Accho. From the upper Jordan valley a highway led north-
east past ancient Dan and Banias along the eastern spurs of
Mount Hermon to Damascus.

Roads Eastward from Damascus. From Damascus a
great caravan route struck off due east across the northern end
of the Arabian Desert, reaching the Euphrates in the vicinity
of Sippar. Thence it turned southward to Babylon and the
cities of lower Babylonia. Another route, popular in later
times and probably also in use during the Assyrio-Babylonian
period, made a larger circle to the north, touching at Palmyra
and other desert stations. Palestine, and especially the cen-
tral plain of Esdraelon, was therefore the focus of the great
highways which connected all points in the ancient world.
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THE ROAD FROM ASIA MINOR TO ROME

southern Thrace to Philippi. From this point the great Via .
Egnatia led due west through Thessalonica and Pella to Au-
lonia and Dyrrachium. From these Adriatic ports a short sea
voyage brought the traveller to Brundisium, whence a well-
worn highway led directly across southern Italy to Rome. -
This long and arduous road through southern Europe and
central Asia Minor was the main thoroughfare for travel, trade,
and official communication between Rome and her eastern
provinces.

From Ephesus to Rome. Travellers who preferred a
shorter land and a longer water journey took ship from Ephe-
sus to Corinth. Thence they were transferred across the
isthmus to a ship which skirted the shores of Epirus and landed
them at Brundisium. If they preferred a still longer water
journey, they could take ship at Ephesus around the southern
end of Greece, either to Brundisium or else through the straits
of Messina; thence to Puteoli, or to Ostia, the port of Rome
itself.

From Syria to Rome by Sea. Travellers or merchants
making the journey from Palestine wholly by water had be-
fore them the choice of two ways. The most common course
was to take ship at some one of the ports of Syria: Ceesarea,
Accho, Tyre, or Sidon. Thence they skirted the shores of
Syria and Asia Minor to Rhodes, seeking a harbor each night
or whenever the weather was unfavorable. From Rhodes the
ordinary course was to the eastern end of Crete and thence
along its southern shores, where favorable harbors could be
found. * From the western end of Crete the ancient mariners
skirted the southern shores of Greece, and then, with the aid
of the northern winds, which came down through the Adriatic,
made their way to the eastern shores of Sicily and thence through
the straits of Messina. From here they sailed to Puteoli or
else to the mouth of the Tiber.

From Alexandria to Rome. The second method of reach-
ing Rome from Syria by sea was by way of Alexandria, which
could be reached either by local ship or by the coast road.
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X1
PALESTINE UNDER THE RULE OF EGYPT

Reasons Why Egypt Conquered Palestine. The Egyptian
rule in Palestine was established about 1580 B.c. and, with the
exception of two long lapses, was maintained for nearly three
centuries. Thotmose III, the greatest warrior and organizer
in Egyptian history, after fifteen energetically fought campaigns,
extended the border of Egypt to the Euphrates and brought
all the petty little rival kingdoms in Palestine and Syria under
his control. The reason for his intense activity was not merely
the lust for conquest and spoil, but the desire to deliver Egypt
from the danger of another attack similar to that of the Hyksos.
From a very early period the northeastern boundary of Egypt
was guarded by fortresses, since there were no natural barriers
between it and Palestine. The population of northern Arabia
was too scattered to be a menace to the peace of Egypt; but
Palestine and Syria, with their fertile fields and growing popu-
lation, were a just cause of anxiety and fear to the peace-loving
dwellers of the Nile valley. The powerful kingdoms on the
Tigris and Euphrates were also from the earliest times ever
eager for western conquest. Thus with the sixteenth century
B.C. began the great struggle between the East and the West for
the possession of Palestine.

Commanding Position of Megiddo. Throughout the
Egyptian period the city of Megiddo, on the southwestern side
of the Plain of Esdraelon, overshadowed all others in importance.
Here the united kings of Syria and Palestine made their stand
against Thotmose III, and after capturing this mighty fortress,
the Egyptian ruler was left master of Palestine. The reason
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THE EPOCH-MAKING TWELFTH CENTURY

mitted through the Ionian Greeks, became the basis of the
one now in vogue throughout Europe and the western world.
This same Pheenician alphabet was used by the later Hebrew
priests, prophets, and sages in conveying their immortal mes-
sages to the world. Thus the twelfth century B.c. inaugu-
rated a new and significant era in the intellectual as well as the
political history of mankind.
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CONDITION OF THE HEBREW SERFS

put at forced labor and compelled to build the border fortresses
which made their bondage the more hopeless. Palestine was
in the control of their royal Egyptian task-master. The wilder-
ness that stretched almost from their doors far out into the
wild, rocky desert, offered the one possible place of escape; but
under the iron rule of Ramses II and his successor, Merneptah,
the escape of large bodies of fugitives was practically impos-
sible.

Training of Moses. The one Hebrew, however, who dared
raise his hand against the oppression of the Pharaoh, succeeded
in escaping beyond the border fortresses and found a home
among the nomadic kinsmen of his race in the rugged moun-
tains that lie between southern Judah and the Sinaitic penin-
sula. Here, amidst the dangers and solitudes of the desert,
Moses, the great prophet, leader, and founder of the Hebrew
nation, received his training. Here he learned to trust the
Power that guides the destinies of men and nations, and to
despise the boasted strength of Egypt. In guiding the flocks
of Jethro, his father-in-law, through the trackless wilderness filled
with wild beasts and hostile Bedouin, he had also become
skilled in leading men.

The Historical Facts Underlying the Plague Stories.
Moses’ work in leading the Hebrews from Egypt is a familiar
chapter in biblical history. In the break-down of the Egyptian
government and in the period of anarchy which followed the
fall of the Nineteenth Dynasty, a.supremely favorable oppor-
tunity was offered for the escape of the serfs. An Egyptian
writer states that at this time “the Egyptians had no chief
ruler for many years. The land of Egypt was in the hands of
the nobles and rulers of towns; each slew his neighbor, great
and small.” A certain Syrian also proclaimed himself king
and made the entire land tributary to him, plundering the peo-
ple. To these evils were added the horrors of foreign invasion.
Even under a good government the sanitary conditions in Egypt
are far from satisfactory. In the time of anarchy and blood-
shed the hot valley of the Nile is ravaged by disease and plagues.
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XIII

THE HEBREWS IN THE WILDERNESS AND EAST OF
THE JORDAN

Identification of Mount Sinai. Desert sites are so readily
forgotten, and the records of this period in Israel’s history were
committed to writing so many years after the events transpired,
that it is now impossible to follow the Israelites with certainty
in their desert wanderings. Their first aim after leaving Egypt
was to find a safe asylum. In this quest the experiences of
their leader, Moses, would influence them to find at least a tem-
porary refuge with his kinsmen, the Midianites. Their second
aim was to worship at the sacred mountain the God who had
so signally revealed himself to them. According to the North-
ern Israelitish traditions (Ex. 3') the mountain of God was near
the wilderness, where Moses was pasturing the flock of Jethro,
his father-in-law. In all the biblical narratives it is implied that
Sinai was not far from the land of Midian and that the home
of the Midianites was to the south or east of Mount Seir. All
the earliest references in the Old Testament, as for example,
Judges 5*° and Deut. 33? indicate definitely that Mount Sinai
was at least near the Mount Seir range, if not identical with
one of its peaks.(66) TFurthermore, recent excavations have
shown that the road which led along the western arm of the
Red Sea to the Mount Sinai of later tradition passed important
Egyptian garrisons, stationed there to guard the extensive
quarries and mines which for centuries had been worked under
the direction of the Pharaohs. This route would also have
taken the Israelites far away from their kinsmen and their ul-
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SOJOURN OF THE HEBREWS EAST OF THE JORDAN

themselves homes in Gilead, in the rich territory between the
Jabbok and the Yarmuk. A later narrative states that even
at this early period the Israelites crossed the Yarmuk and con-
quered the kingdom of Og, king of Bashan, whose capital was
the strange, rock-cut city of Edrei in the valley of the upper
Yarmuk.

Its Significance. This east-Jordan land supplied in full-
est measure the training and opportunity for expansion which -
the Israelites required before they entered upon the larger task
of conquering the lands across the river. Here they learned to
cultivate the soil as well as to follow the flocks. The survivors
of the conquered Amorites began to instruct them in the arts
of agriculture and in the secrets of that higher civilization which
had been developing for centuries in Palestine. Here, amidst
these highly favoring conditions, their numbers rapidly increased,
until they began to feel the need of new fields for colonization.
At the same time they were constantly subject to the pressure of
Arab invasion, which kept sweeping in from the eastern desert.
Meantime the armies of Egypt had been withdrawn and the old
feuds and wars between the different races of Palestine had
sprung up. No strong power had come to the front in north-
ern Syria. By 1150 B.c. Palestine was ready to receive the race
for which it had been preparing through the long ages.
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EFFECT UPON THE HEBREWS

With the exception of two or three important engagements, the
process was one of peaceful settlement rather than of conquest.
It was a process to which there are many analogies, especially
in the history of Babylonia and Syria. A stronger, more virile
race pressed in from the desert and gradually conquered and
absorbed the more highly civilized but less energetic peoples resi-
dent in the land. It was only in exceptional cases that the earlier
Canaanite population was completely destroyed. Shechem, and
later Jerusalem, are familiar examples of the way in which
the conquerors and the conquered lived side by side, freely in-
termarrying and in time completely fusing with each other.
This process was especially natural and easy in Palestine, be-
cause the older population simply represented earlier waves of
invasion from the desert. The conquerors and the conquered
shared in common many traditions and institutions. Imevi-
tably the invaders gave up their nomadic habits and adopted
the agricultural pursuits, the civil institutions, the sacred places,
and many of the religious rites of the Canaanites. The marvel
is that during this transitional period of settlement they pre-
served their loyalty to Jehovah, the God who had guided their
tathers in their wilderness wanderings.
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THE PASS OF MICHMASH

Suweinit is broad and shallow in its upper course below the
village of Michmash, but to the southeast of the town there is
a terraced crag or plateau overhanging the valley, which here
has steep clffs on both sides (85). This point was probably the
scene of Jonathan’s brave exploit. Accompanied only by his
armor-bearer, he descended the cliff in front of Geba, crossed
the deep valley, and climbed up the almost sheer cliff on the
other side. The temerity of his act at first only aroused the
curiosity and scorn of the Philistines, so that they allowed him
to scale the heights unmolested. Their scorn was turned to
terror when, like a divine warrior, he attacked and slew twenty
of their number. The biblical narrative implies that an earth-
quake added to the panic, which quickly spread to the ranks
of the plundering Philistines.

The Great Victory Over the Philistines. Saul and his
warriors on the heights to the south looked across the ravine
and saw the tumult among the Philistines. With his charac-
teristic impetuosity the king, without even waiting to consult
the divine oracle, rushed in pursuit of the Philistines and was
soon joined by the Hebrews who had fled for refuge to the rocky
hills and valleys of Ephraim. The territory was well adapted
to the fierce guerilla warfare in which the Hebrews were skilled,
and the Philistines, accustomed to manceuvring upon the open
plain, were caught at a disadvantage. The pursuit swept down
through the valleys to the west, through the pass of Beth-horon,
- and thence southward to Ajalon, which was the chief western
gateway of the hill country.

Saul's Wars. The victory was so complete that for several
years the Philistines appear to have left Saul undisturbed. This
opportunity he improved to develop his army and to organize
his kingdom, which probably did not extend far beyond the
Plain of Esdraelon to the north. His capital, Gibeah, was
really a military camp, for he was exposed to constant attack on
every side. In the south he made a campaign against the
Bedouin Amalekites. From the southeast came the attacks
of the Edomites, and from the east the Ammonites were seeking
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. ESTABLISHMENT OF THE KINGDOM

to push their bounds farther westward. In this stern school,
under the leadership of a bold, warlike king, the Israelites
learned not only to fight bravely, but unitedly and therefore
effectively.
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THE SCENES OF DAVID'S EXPLOITS

a way of escape into the neighboring wilderness of Judah. On
this battle-field the final decisive engagement in Israel's war
of independence was fought, and the Hebrews won a sweeping
victory. As the biblical narrative states, the Philistines were
compelled to abandon their northern garrisons “from Gibeon
as far as Gezer.” David at last was free to develop and or-
ganize that larger kingdom which was destined soon to grow
into a small empire.
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THE EXILED NORTHERN ISRAELITES

For nearly three years his capital, Samaria, held out against
the Assyrian armies, but at last, late in 722 B.c., Samaria fell
before the conqueror and twenty-seven thousand two hundred
and ninety of its citizens were deported to different parts of the
Assyrian empire. Some were settled in the province of Gozan
on the upper waters of the Habor River, which flows southward
into the Euphrates. They found a home, therefore, near the
centre of Mesopotamia. References in the Assyrian inscrip-
tions suggest that Halah was a city in western Mesopotamia.
The third colony of exiles were settled in the Median cities to
the east of Assyria.

The Fate of Northern Israel. The great majority of the
people of Northern Israel were left behind in their cities and
villages. To destroy their racial unity colonists were im-
ported by the Assyrians from three cities—Babylon, Kutha,
which is probably the Assyrian Kutu, a city a little northeast
of Babylon, and Sippar, north of Babylon. Other colonists
were brought from Hamath, the capital of the conquered north-
ern Aramean kingdom. These colonists were in time absorbed
by the native population. In later history this mixed race is
known as the Samaritans.(104.105)  For the next century North-
ern Israel largely lost its political and religious significance and
became simply a part of the great Assyrian empire. In its
brief history it demonstrated the great truth that prosperity,
opportunity, and culture do not necessarily develop strong na-
tional character. At the same time through its prophets it gave
to the world certain truths regarding Jehovah’s justice and
love which are the corner-stones of the faith of humanity.
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EXTENT OF THE JEWISH TERRITORY

Zanoah, which guarded the entrance to the Valley of Sorek,
and Netophah, the modern Beit Nettif, which guarded the en-
trance to the Valley of Elah. The northern boundary ran
within five or six miles of Jerusalem. To the northeast the
Jews appear to have held the city of Jericho and the neigh-
boring Plain of the Jordan. Thus the cultivated Jewish ter-
ritory was little more than twenty-five miles in length and
breadth and included the least desirable land of all Palestine.
Evidence That There Was No General Return of Exiles
in 536 B.C. The overthrow of the Chaldean Empire by Cyrus
in 538 B.c. gave the Jews of Babylon an opportunity to return,
for the Persian king reversed the policy of the Assyrians and
the Babylonians and aimed to develop the resources and loyalty
of each of the many peoples in his great empire. There is no
evidence, however, that more than a handful of the Jews in the
east improved this opportunity. Cyrus also adopted the policy
of appointing native princes as local governors. A scion of
the royal house of David was placed over the little sub-province
of Judah, This appointment gave the Jews a local govern-
ment that undoubtedly attracted to the homeland many refugees
from Ammon and Moab and especially from the land of Egypt.
But the sermons of the contemporary prophets, Haggai and
Zechariah, indicate clearly that those who constituted the rank
and file of the Judean community and rebuilt the temple were
the people of the land and that a general return of the exiles was
an event, still in the future, for which they ardently longed.
The Rebuilding of the Temple. Even during the Babylonian
period sacrifices were offered at the great altar of native rock
that had stood in front of Solomon’s temple. Perhaps even
before Cyrus gave full permission to the native peoples to
rebuild their cities and temples a few had come back to find
homes among the desolate ruins of Jerusalem. It was a small,
struggling, and discouraged community to whom Haggai in
520 B.c. addressed his stirring message. His call to rise and re-
build the temple met with an immediate response. He was
also seconded by the encouraging words of his contemporary,
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THE BABYLONIAN AND PERSIAN PERIODS

Development of Judaism During the Latter Part of the
Persian Period. The Babylonian and Persian age as a whole
was for the Jews a period of overwhelming calamity and dis-
couragement, and yet during the latter part of this era scattered
remnants of the race began again to restore the temple and
capital city. During this era the foundations of Judaism were
laid along the lines first outlined by Ezekiel. The priests
and scribes succeeded to the earlier authority of the kings and
prophets. Loyalty to the law and ritual took the place of the
ancient loyalty to the king and state. Judaism, helpless and
exposed to the attacks of its powerful foes, stood apart from the
rest of the world, finding its joy more and more in worship,
in trust in Jehovah, and in the noble ideals and hopes that
are voiced in the psalms and wisdom writings of this period.













































JUDAS’S CHARACTER AND WORK

armies, but in a prolonged struggle with the Syrian kingdom the
advantages were all with the latter. The barren, limited terri-
tory of Judea was incapable of supporting a large people or of
furnishing the resources for a protracted war. On the other
hand, Antioch, which had as its base the great plain between
the Lebanons, possessed almost unlimited resources and was
the natural centre from which to rule both Syria and Palestine.
Judas was able to win his victories not merely because of his
dauntless courage and leadership, but because the Syrian king-
dom was fatally weakened by the moral corruption and con-
stant dissensions of its rulers. These two elements, courageous
and able leadership on the side of the Jews and corruption and
inefficiency in the Syrian kingdom, enabled Judas’s followers
in time to overcome geographical conditions and to build up,
as in the days of David, a large and independent kingdom.
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THE POPULAR HOPES OF THE JEWS

from the bloodshed and the selfish victories of the later Macca-
bean rulers to the law and, the worship at the temple as their chief
joy and consolation. In the minds of others these triumphs
recalled the glories of the days of David and kindled anew
their ambition to see a world-wide kingdom with Jerusalem as
its centre and a descendant of David on the throne, who should
reign, not as the corrupt, selfish Maccabean kings, but with
justice and regard for the welfare of all his subjects. Others,
more spiritually minded, like the author of chapters 37 to 70 of
the book of Enoch, looked for The Elect One, The Anointed,
The Son of Man, who would come to put an end to the reign
of the wicked, to purify the earth of all evil, to gather together
the faithful, and to establish a universal rule of righteousness.
The more bitter the tyranny of Herod and the more galling the
yoke of Rome the more ardently they hoped for the speedy
realization of these expectations, which were the solace and in-
spiration of the great body of the Jewish nation. About 4 B.C.,
possibly while the tyrant lay dying who for a third of a cen-
tury had held the Jewish race powerless in his strong grasp,
a few miles away there was born one who was destined to realize,
in a manner more glorious than the most enlightened of Israel’s
prophets had proclaimed, Jehovah’s gracious purpose for man-
kind.
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JESUS’ CHILDHOOD AND YOUNG MANHOOD

that he was probably tall in stature; his labors and long journeys
reveal great strength of muscle. He probably had the thin
nostrils and lustrous eyes that still characterize the pure Semitic
type. The impression which he made at first glance upon all
whom he met indicates that his was a perfect physical develop-
ment. Had he permitted the enthusiastic multitudes that fol-
lowed him to proclaim him king he would indeed have graced a
throne. Through his mien and bearing was revealed the serene
heart, in perfect harmony with the Divine Father and throbbing
in sympathy with the needs and aspirations of all mankind.
Thus there is every reason to believe that Jesus was in body,
as well as in mind and in soul, the supreme and culminating
product of God’s creative work.







































THE MORE PROBABLE SITE

cuttings at this point. Vast quantities of stone used in the
repeated restorations of the walls have been taken from these
quarries. Probably Herod quarried at this point much of the
stone used in extending the temple area southward. The bold,
rocky bluff on the northern side of this quarry was well adapted
to public executions. If this was the scene of the crucifixion
the place where the cross rested has probably been cut away
by later excavations.

The Place of Burial. In a little garden to the left is shown
to-day a well-preserved, rock-cut tomb.?%) It is an excellent
example of the family tomb of the Roman period and may have
been that of Joseph of Arimathea, although there is no conclu-
sive evidence. It possesses great interest, however, because it is
a type of the tomb in which the body of the Master was laid.(129
Most significant is the fact that not one of the places which
witnessed the closing scenes of his life can be identified with
absolute assurance. Occidental as well as oriental Christianity
has shown itself too eager to worship sacred sites and in so
doing to forget the deeper meaning of the events which have
made the places memorable. Though most of the scenes will
remain forever unknown, the work and teachings of the Master
will abide and occupy an increasingly larger place in the life
and thought of mankind.
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