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Sally Adkin looks at a restored stained glass window in the sanctuary of Trinity Avenue Presbyterian Church. The restored 
stained glass windows will be rededicated during the church's 11 a.m. worship service on Jan. 31. · 

Preserving history, in glass and digital 
Trinity Avenue Presbyterian 

restores stained glass 
. windows; archiv~s digitized 

by Duke Divinity Library 
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DURHAM 

When two church members at 
Trinity Avenue Presbyterian 
Church were asked to go 

through a box.of a late membe.r's 
files, it launched a whole new way of 

archiving the church's history. 
Sally Adkin and Ann Kirkland 

offered to sort the box of papers as 
part of their research to celebrate 
the 90th anniversary of the church 
building. At the same time, the church 
worked to restore its large sanctuary 
stained glass windows. The result has 
been the preservation of the glass and 
woodwork windows as well as turning 
boxes of old bulletins and sermon 
notes into searchable, profes~ionally 
archived files. · 

Trinity Avenue Presbyterian 
enlisted the help ofthe Duke Divinity 
School library, which has taken on 
the task of digitizing not just bulletins 
and sermons, but hand-drawn 

illustrations by the late Bob Blake, a 
well known local artist who lent his 
design skills to a Sunday school class 
newsletter in the 1940s and '50s called 

. "Attic Antics." · 
Kenneth Woo, an archivist and 

Divinity School historian, called the 
discovery of Blake's work - kept in 
paper scrapbooks - a treasure. 

. 'That's been a real treat, seeing the 
originals and scanning them." Woo 
said, so they can be shared broadly 
digitally. 

Beth M. Sheppard, director of the 
Duke Divinity School Library, said 
they were previously involved in the 
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Religion in North Caroli.Ila 
project, but Trinity Avenue 
is the first local church 
whose archives they've 
digitized. The work is 
ongoing. Sheppard said 
they have a scanner that 
uses cameras from above 
as well as a flatbed scanner. 
It takes three hours to do 
one piece beginning to · 
end, she said. Once ifs 
been digitally archived, it 
is also searchable. Church 
members are transcribing 
some handwritten archives, 
like the senrion notes of 
late pastor the Rev. Bill 
Bennett, who served from 
1949 to 1988. The original 
manuscript can be viewed 
along with the transcript, 
which can be searched 
for keywords. The Trinity 
Avenue archive within the 
Duke Divinity archive is 
at http:/ I divinityarchive. 
com/handle/11258/13607. 

Adkin said that the 
collaboration with Duke 
is "making us, who came 
up here (to the church 
library) just to clean out a 
box, be more academic." 

Woo said the digitized 
archives available online 
become an extension of 
the church website. Duke 
Divinity is funding the 
server space and the labor 
involved in the process. 
Sheppard said the Divinity 
School would eventually 
like to digitize enough stuff 
that someone can research 
how people of faith reacted 
to things like the moon 
landing. 

Trinity Avenue 
Presbyterian's origins 
date to 1894, when First 
Presbyterian Church 
started a mission 
church at Pearl Cotton 

· Mill. It became Second 
Presbyterian in 1902, 
moved from the mill to 
Trinity Avenue in 1917, 
and was revived and 
renamed Trinity Avenue 
Presbyterj8lt in 192&. 

The Herald-Sun I Bernard Thomas 
Ann Kirkland; left, -talks to Beth M. Sheppard, director of 
the Duke Divinity School Library, center, and Kenneth Woo, 
an archivist and Divinity School historian, about the Trinity 
Avenue Presbyterian Church archives. digitized by the 
Duke Divinity School Library. 
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Link to Duke Divinity Web Site w/ TAPC A h" re 1ves: 
considered suburban 
Durham, Adkin said. 
In 1925, the new brick 
church building opened 
and featured 12 large 
stained glass windows with 
woodwork in the sanctuary, 
along with sev~ral smaller 
windows. Those windows 
remain in the sanctuary, 
and have been restored 

needs is sensitivity to its 
history," Sheppard said. ""'ht::t~L..:d'-'-'iv,_,,in'-'-!i~t ~a~rc::.!..'h~ivc=e~. c~o.!!m!Lhruai!!n!.Qd[!!le~11~2~5~Bll!J3L§6QZOl 
She advises that churches ~-----

by Sanctuary Glass of 
Burlington to repair ctacks, 
replace casements and 
other restoration work. 
They will be rededicated 
during the church's 11 
am. worship service on 
Jan. 31. Smaller windows 
are also being restored. 
The original cost of the 
windows, in 1925, was 
$2,000. This resto~n 
costs is $171,000. 

For Adkin, both the 
restoration of the stained 
glass windows and the 
·digitizing of the archives at 
Trinity Avenue Presbyterian 
are all about valuing church 
ancestors and valuing what 
is still there. 

''Ifs a commitment 
to those who 4ave gone 
before," she said. The 
dedication of Adkin and 
Kirkland is evident, but 
not all churches have 
consistent volunteers who 
tend records. 

Sheppard said that the · 
library has found that not 
every church has a good 
sense of ar~ and how 

have a collection-develop-
ment policy to decide what 
to keep, how to keep it and 
where to keep it --....-------,..,.....,, 

With computer storage 
space plentiful, churches 
likely won't delete new 
files, Woo said. However, 
those files need to be put 
in one place and made 
accessible. By having the . . 
archives digitized by the 
Duke Divinity hbrary, the 
archives are accessible 
and can be migrated to 
different platforms as 
technology changes. 

Sheppard said the 
library would be willing 
to train church volunteers 
to use their equipment to 
digitize archives when the 
equipment is available. The 
archives can be searched 
for an individual collection, 
like at Trinity Avenue, or 
throughout the Divinity 
archives. 

''It becomes cross
searchable," she said. 

Woo said the 
collaboration is "a very 
natural connection between 
the academy and the 
community." 

Kirkland compared 
going through church 
archives to another kind 
ofresearch. "It's like · 
geneology-you never 
finish it," Kirkland said. 

Sally Adkin & Ann Kirkland with church archives 

At the time, the Trinity • 1hey function. Follow on Twitter 
@dawnbvaughan. 

A 1916 Sunday School Class, Church Archives 

·Park neighborhood was 'The first thing a church - --------- --


