
The Durham News • SATURDAY. ocTosER 15. 2005 • PAGE 3A WHERE WE LIVE 
A survey that will document resi
dents' opinions about Durham's 
·appearance can be taken online at 
http://websurveyor.net/wsb.dll/7 48 
3/appeararice2005.htm. Copies are 
also available at: 
• Main Library, 300 N. Roxboro 
• North Durham ~ibrary, 5120 N. 
Roxboro Road 

• Southwest Durham Library, 3605 
Shannon Road 
• Parkwood Library, 5122 Revere 
Road . 
• City Hall (1st floor utility pay-

. ment area) 
-m Dept. of Housing and Commu· 
nity Development. 401 Lakewood 
Ave. 

'Gem' of church has seen many changes 
BY FLO JOHNSTON 

CORRESPONDENT 

The Rev. Graham McChesney 
describes himself as a ''briar patch 
Presbyterian." . 

"I was born and bred in the briar 
patch, the Presbyterian Church. It's 
my home," said · McChesney, 
parish a$S()Ciate at Trinity Avenue 
Presbyterian. His daddy was a Pres
byterian preacher and so were two 
of his brothers, both now retired. 

I Mc Chesney, 84, marked the 
f 60th ariniversary of his ordina

tion on a recent Sunday"'when 
the congregation at Trinity Av
enue presented him with a special 
re59lution recognizing his years 
of service and his continued min-
istry in their midst. . 

His status may be "retired," 
but the tall, slender preacher with 
an easy smile and a warm aura 
has not beeri without a church 
position since the day in 1988 
when he left his last full-time 
church. And he's never without a 
story either, said the Rev. Dona-
v~n nr~lcP QAnJtW n<>"-t£>1' 

Graham McChesney, 84, prays with Margaret Giibert in her room at Hillcrest Convalescent 
Center. Though he retired 17 years ago, McChesney is still active in his church. ' 

of concern in the church as it was 
in society. He recalled an inci
dent in which a Presbyterian 
church in Memphis, Tenn., was to 
host the meeting of the Genera\ 
Assembly [~hp national church]. 
Black Presb)rterians were ex
pected to be at the meeting, ~d 
the congregation at the church 
let it be known that blacks were 
not welcome. The meeting was 
moved to Montreat, the church's 
retreat center here in North Car
olina, where all were welcomed. 

During the '70s, McChesneywas 
pastor of a chur~h in Wilmington 
during the time of riots related to 
race, and the Wilmington 10 made 
headlines. Mcchesney was among 
members of the clergy who were 
called on to monitor schools and 
to counsel with children. 

The 1980s were another decade 
of change, Mcchesney said. After 
the vote to reunite in 1983, some 
Presbyterians across the South 
pulled out of the denomination be
cause of doctrinal differen~es · -

+ 



"Graham is a people person, a 
talker," Drake said. "He has a col- nursing homes or in hospitals. 
lected wisdom that is marvelous, "Graham has a great reservoir 
and the other part I like about of energy," Drake said. "I'd like 
him is that he either knows your to get to the hospital just once be
family, baptized your great un- fore he does. It's kind of a race. 
cle, or .was the neighbor of your He's good at being there. He's a 
second cousin. He takes seriously gem for this congregation." 
the Presbyterian connectional sys- In 1945 when he was just out 
tern by being connected to every- of Union Seminary in Virginia, 
one in the Southeastern United McChesney was called to his first 
States," Drake said laughing. church in Suffolk, Va., where he 

McChesney has turned the years was ordained and where he found 
since his retirement into a "seeond his wife, Anne. 
career" of sorts. He's been an in- · "It was sort of like the Jacob 
terim pastor at .seven area story,"hesaid. The Old Testament 
churches, including his ongoing tells the story of Jacob who had to 
ministry as part-m,i.e parish asso- work seven years to win the woman 
date at Trinity Avenue. He works he loved; McChesney waited six 
with the church's two fulltime min- years for the woman he loved. 
isters and does much of the con- 'l'he Presbyterian Church into 
gregational visiting, especially with · which McChesney was ordained 
shut-ids and members who are in was different from the churcll he 

works in today. For one thing, it 
was called the "Southern Presby
terian Church." It was not until 
1983 that the Southern and North
ern churches reunited and formed 
the Presbyterian Church USA. 
The split had come about at the 
time of the Civil War. 

Sitting in an office at the Trin
ity Avenue church, Mcchesney 
folded his hands in front of his 
chest and leaned back in his chair. 
He took off his glasses and rubbed 
his eyes. "I'm wool gathering," 
he said, as he began to respond to 
questions about changes he has 
seen over the years. 

"Sunday night services were pop
ular back in the 1940s," he said 
"Ana Wednesday night was church 
night and we opened Sunday school 
with an~. People were loyal 

to their denomination, and the pres
bytery didn't have a big staff." 

The presbytery in the Presby
terian Church includes all the 
churches in a geographical area 
and preachers belong to the pres
bytery, not to local churches. 

Then along came the 1950s and 
TV, and Ed Sullivan put Sunday 
night services on the back burner, 
Mcchesney said. And during this 
decade, churches generally began 
to notice a changing dynamic as 
housing developments broughtfam. 
ilies into the suburbs and neigh
borhood churches sprangup. Tirls 
was the beginning of a trend that by 
the turn of the century was a char
acteristic of churches in general: 
The loss of denominational loyalty. 

During the 1960s, Mcchesney 
said the issue of integration was 

istry. Also, questions about 
sexuality, particularly homosexu
ality; were on the agenda in the 
church beginning in the late '70s 
and are still being debated. 

McChesney says he's hopeful 
about the future of the Presby
terian Church in spite of the un
rest on issues that divide the 
church, including, he said, about 
how worship should be conducted. 

"I never wanted to do anything 
else [but go into the ministry]: 
he said. . 

"He took his call seriously," Drake 
said "I think he has used that gift ex- . 
tremely weD. He has not kept it for 
himse1f, but shared it with " everyone \ 

Correspondent Flo Johnston can be 
reached at 489-7251, or leave a 

message at 956·2402 or 
fjohnston3@nc.rr.com. 


