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chairman of t e,.,,,Pastor ·J\fominat: , 
ing Committee, tft:> group 'tliat rec~ . 
ommended Drake for the post, 
concurs. 

"I am excited aB ut our 
church's future," he said. 

Drake married ,Beth Ber in 
1985. Her parents are Presbyt -
rian missionaries stationed in the 
Philippines. 

She is a certified teacher and 
was named "Teacher of the Year" 
in her second year as a teacher. 

Drake and his wife have two 
children, Michael, 4, and McKen
zie, 2. 

The Drakes have bought a house 
in northern Durham and have al-

ready begun to share their new 
home with the members of Trinity 
Avenue. 

The first meeting of the new 
pastor with the church's 21-
member session was held there 
last Sunday night. 

A reception to honor the Drake 
family will be held (\fter the morn
in " worship service Sunday. 

~ .......... .. 
T rini ty begms new chapter Sun ay 

The Herald-Sun/PETER SCHUMACHER 

A FRESH START: The Rev. Donovan Drake, the new senior 
minister at Trinity Avenue Presbyterian Church, comes to 
Durham from Morganton, where he was associate pastor at 
First Presbyterian Church since 1992. 

New minister 
offers 1st sermon 
at 11 a.m. service 
By MARTHA E. SPARKS 
Special to The Herald-Sun 

Trinity Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, a fixture on the corner of 
Trinity Avenue and Gregson 
Street since 1925, begins a fresh 
chapter in its life Sunday. 

The Rev. Donovan A. Drake, the 
new senior minister of the 
500-member church, will pi-each 
for the first time at the 11 a.m. 
worship service. There will be no 
9 a.m. service for this Sunday 
only. 

Drake, 34, comes to Durham 
from Morganton, where he was 
associate pastor at First 
Presbyterian Church since 1992. 

He received his master of 
divinity degree from Princeton 
Theological Seminary and his 
college degree from Northwestern 
College, where he studied political 
science and communications. 

Drake's first jobs were as a 
reporter and newsbreak anchor at 
television stations in Sioux City, 
Iowa, and as a representative for 
a life insurance company. But 
ult:llnately he followed in the 
footsteps of his father, also a 
Presbyterian minister. 

"To combat the negative effects 
of our changing world, I believe 
church leaders need to be excited 

about the Gospel of Jesus Chris~" 
Drake said. He believes 
communication between pastor, 
staff and parishioners is key to an 
effective ministry. 

Drake considers the Christian 
Gospel "the most amazing story of 
all," and he enjoys pr~ching it. 

While a student at Princeton 
Seminary, his ability as a 
preacher was recognized when he 
received the Hugh Long-Grier 
Davis Prize in Preaching. 

David Patton, an elder at Trinity 
Avenue, and clerk of the session, 
the church's governing body, said 
he is looking forward to "growing 
the church and getting the church 
more involved in the community." 
Dr. James Vander Weide, 

please see TRINITY/82 


