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O Name: Mary Lou Carr 

O Town: Durham 

LI Latest accomplishment: Mrs. Carr 
ct•lf.'brated her 90th birthday this past 
April. She is a charter member of the 
Durham Study Club that has existed for 
65 years, and she has held all of the of· 
fi<'es. "One of the reasons that the club 
has continued for so many years is be· 
cause everyone who joins is so enthusias· 
tic about being a member. People's inter· 
est in what we do keeps us going." 

U How did you get involved in what 
you do? "When we started the club in 
192:1, there were 12 members. We were 
aJJ college graduates, and we were trying 
to earn our master's degrees. Most of us 
were very young, and when the mem
bers got married and started having chil· 
dren, we didn't complete our degrees. 
We called it the Study Club because we 
studied together, but as the years 
passed, the members began to study a 
variety of topics. This year, we did cur· 
rent literature, and read books by some 
of the best-known authors. I came to 
Durham in 1919, and I've watched it 
grow. I've bN'n in this house for 67 

years. It was built for us (she and her 
late husband, Henry C.), and I've lived 
here longer than anywhere else. I think 
the changes in Durham are positive, and 
it's good to see that the city has become 
more cosmopolitan." 

O What motivates you? "Being in· 
volved in different activities keeps you 
alert, and reading books keeps your 
mind active. It's also good to socialize 
with everyone. I've been blessed with 
good health, I eat a balanced diet, and I 
live a Christian Life. The Lord has been 
very kind to me." 

o Achievement of which you are most 
proud: Mrs. Carr has a bachelor's degree 
in music and was the organist at Trinity 
A venue Presbyterian Church for 28 
years. She has two daughters. 

o Clubs and Organizations: Mrs. Carr 
attends Trinity Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, and is a member of the 
Woman's Auxiliary. She has been presi· 
dent three different times. Mrs. Carr is a 
charter member of the Durham 
Woman's Club, and is active in the 
Neighborhood Club of Trinity Park. 
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