
Fire 

Presbyterian 
Loss Reported 
As Extensive 

Offices, Part Of 
Education Bldg. 
Are Hardest Hit 

By Harry Hollingsworth Jr. 
Herald Staff Writer 

Fire gutted the middle section 
of Trinity Avenue Presbyterian 
Church Saturday afternoon be· 
fore firemen could arrive at the 
site to fight the blaze. 

Capt. W. L. Ragan said the 
fire, which was answered by 
trucks from two stations, was 

Services Canceled 
All services and activi

ties at the Trinity Avenue 
Presbyterian C h u r c h 
scheduled for today have 
been canceled. 

Guts Middle Secti 

believed lo have started either 
in the office of the pastor, Dr. 
William C. Bennett, or the of· 
fice of his secretary. 

The fire then spread lo the 
atf of the ed11cation buildil}g 
a to h\o nr b•l'~ of thet u • 

in ·ia~·;rooms 

0 estimate or the damage 
has been made, said Ragan. 

The interior of the offices in 
the middle section of the church 
were destroyed, Ragan said. 
Three upstairs rooms and the 
attic of the education building 
were "excessively damaged;" 
the remaining portion of the 
education building received 
smoke, heat, and some water 
damage; and the church sane· 
tuary received some smoke, but 
no heat damage. 

Firemen battled the blaze £or 
over four hours. Rain, sleet, and 
near-freezing cold did not 
hamper their efforts, Ragan 
said. 

"For the size of the fire," 
Ragan said, "we were fortunate 
in stopping it where we did." 

Ragan said the cause of the 
fire had not yet been deter· 
mined. 

The only way the cold af · 
reeled the fire. Ragan said, was 
possibly to prevent an earlier 
detection. -The cold, cloudy, 
rainy weather would lend to 
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hide such signs as smoke or 
beat, he said. 

Twenty men on five trucks
a service truck, an aerial truck, 
and three pumping trucks an
swered the 3: 11 p.m. call. They 
came from Headquarters and 
No. 1 station and the No. 2 
station on Ninth Street. 

Ragan said as firemen came 
down Duke Street, they could 
see "smoke boiling out of the 
entire education building." 

To battle the blaze, firemen 
entered the middle section first. 
"We came in from the front 
and back entrance at the same 
time," Ragan said. "Then we 
moved into the education build
ing," he said. 

Four trucks remained at the 
scene for about four and a half 
hours. The fifth remained for 
five hours and 42 minutes, leav· 
ing the scene at 8:31 p.m. 

The education building was 
constructed in two ;;ections. In 
1950, the rear portion of the edu· 

cation building and th~ connect
ing building between the church 
sanctuary and the education 
building was built. About five 
years later, the front portion 
of the education building was 
constructed. 

Total cost of the two additions 
was around $115,000. 

Housed in the education build
ing were several offices. the 
pastor's study, the assistant pas
tor's study, a church parlor and 
the Sunday School classrooms. 

The pastor's office and the 
secretary's office were located 
in the connecting building. 

Mrs. Florence Bivins, the 
church secretary, said m her 
office and the pastor's office 
"most everything was destroyed 
except what was in metal cabi
nets." 

The fire destroyed all of Dr. 
Bennett's sermons which he had 
on file and damaged his book 
collection. Dr. Bennett is ill 
and was not available for com
ment. 
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Smoke Billows From Education Building During Church Fire 

The education building at Trinity A venue Presbyte
rian Church belches smoke during the fire which 
raged through a central section of the church struc
ture Saturday 'afternoon. In the foreground, fire-

men feed out equipment to other firefighters who 
are concentrated at the central section (far rigltt 
of photo above) where the blaze was strongest. 
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Firemen Start Clean-Up Job In Burned-Out Church Office 

This is how things looked in the 
burned-out office of Trinity A venue 
Presbyterian Church Saturtlay after 
fire blazed through a central section 
of the three-part church building. 

Here firemen are just about to under
take the job of cleaning up the de
bris from the office floor. This part 
of the church was the hardest hit by 
the bfaze. (Staff Photo by Rumple) 
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Pastor's Study Ruined In Fire 

urned and charred furniture of the. past?r's s~u?y 
is shown stacked after the fire which hit ';['rimty 

\

Avenue Presbyteria~ Church ' Sa~urday. This was 
another room in section hardest hit by the blaze. 

(Staff Photo by Rumple) 


