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[ VESTING FOR WORSHIP]

We began by considering the room and furniture that
for‘m the basic environment of congregational wor-
ship, but this environment seems bare if it is not
somehow adorned for worship—decorated so as to
look festive, or somber, or whatever is appropriate to
Worshlp on a particular occasion. The ancient Jews
richly adorned the temple in Jerusalem, and as soon as
the early Christians were able to set aside space
especially for worship they began to “vest” this s I:e;ce
The verb “to vest” comes from the Latin word veitire.
which means to clothe for the purpose of exhibitin ;
autho_rlty. To vest a person means to give that ersog
an article of clothing that designates certain rigklmats and
responsibilities. When people vest for worship the
put on garments that signify their function iII)'l tha};
worsh}p. To vest the space or furnishings used for
Worehlp means to clothe them with material that
signifies their holy function.

Vesting the Place of Worship

C};Fl}e?e is no one and only correct way to vest a
ristian place of worship, no authority that has made
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rules that we must follow. As you go from church to
church and denomination to denomination you will
see a wide variety of styles. There is much room for the
exercise of creativity and imagination.

On the other hand, there are ancient traditions that
tie us with Christians of many times and places, and
there is a growing consensus in many denominations
that helps us adapt these ancient traditions so that we
can identify with them today.

You probably have among your duties the care of
what are commonly called the “altar cloths.”

Since Old Testament times persons have expressed
their devotion to God by artistry in fabrics that were
given to be used in places of worship. Inthe account of
the tabernacle we read: “All women who had ability
spun with their hands, and brought what they had
spun in blue and purple and scarlet stuff and fine
twined linen” (Exod. 35:25).

Christians from early times have covered the Lord’s
table with fine cloths that signify this table’s very
special and holy purpose. We are accustomed to
covering our dining tables with tablecloths, especially
for a festive meal; and it is only natural that we should
make or seek out the finest of cloths to cover the table
that is reserved for the Holy Meal. The traditional altar
cloths include linens and paraments. Linens are
usually white, and paraments are in colors signifying
the day or season of the Christian year.

Linens

The Lord’s table is traditionally covered with three
white linen cloths. They signify that this is the table of
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the Lord and should be in place at all times, except on
Good Friday, whether or not Holy Communion is
being celebrated.

1. The first linen to be placed is a foundation cloth
of coarse linen, called a cerecloth, exactly the size of
the top (“mensa”) of the table. It is plainly hemmed
and may be waxed to prevent dampness from staining
the other cloths, especially if the mensa is of stone. If
the mensa is of wood, as is generally the case in United
Methodist churches, the cerecloth is less necessary
and is often omitted.

2. The second linen is placed over the cerecloth and
is attached to the paraments, which will be discussed
below. Its purpose is to hold the paraments in place,
and since itis not seen it may also be a coarse linen. Itis
the same depth as the mensa and the same width as
the parament. Sometimes the parament itself is
constructed so as to cover the mensa and form this
second layer of cloth. When there are no paraments,
this second layer of cloth may be omitted.

3. The top linenis a very fine quality of plain white
linen and is traditionally called the “fair linen.” It is
usually the same depth as the mensa, but its length
may vary. It may be the same length as the mensa, orit
may extend over the ends of the mensa either
one-third or two-thirds of the height of the table.

This “fair linen” is what is referred by the
Communion Ritual in The Book of Hymns and The Book
of Worship, which specifies that “at the time of Holy
Communion, the Lord’s Table shall have upon it a fair
white linen cloth.” Even if the two lower linens are
omitted, the fair linen should be in place, atleast when
Holy Communion is being celebrated. When Holy
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Communion is not being celebrated thfi1 use of t}l:i ofilé
’ i tional but has muc

inen on the Lord’s table is op .

1slz?id for it as a reminder of the nature and function of

the Lord’s table.

The Altar Linens

(3) Fair linen

(2) Second linen

(1) Foundation cloth

The tradition of refer;;ingl ;0 tlt't:)snla;bt:ce)f jt‘c;:; fl;;fsl:
indi isli ould no :
lndlliates:?:fs?sal;r{)eer;\ prepared and r.nade beautiful
(fl(zlraatsy ecial purpose. The word “fait{ ’ is used hi;ﬁ rto
mean I’)’free from blemish, imperfef:tlon, orhany = %
that impairs the appearance, quality, or ¢ 3r:}c]0uid
The fair linen should always be spotlessl ar; ip
never be folded. A church should own at lea

i i The fair linen
s always in reserve.
it 4 ector cloth of cotton or

when the church

linens, . ;

may be covered with a pro :

linen, or even white or clear plastic,
¥ g
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is not open for public or private worship, but these
should always be removed during services.

When Holy Communion is celebrated, some
churches use additional fair linens to cover the bread
and the cup. If the bread and cups are in trays with a
lid, these trays or stacks of trays do not need a linen
cover. If there are no lids, the bread and cup may be
covered with small linen cloths, or a linen-covered
square of stiff cardboard or other lightweight material
may be placed on the cup, or there may be no
covering. If covered bread and wine are already in
place on the Lord’s table during the first part of the
service, they are uncovered at the offering. Coverings
are unnecessary if the bread and wine are brought to
the Lord’s table at the offering.

If a common chalice is used, there should also be
several small linen napkins (called purificators) to
wipe the rim of the chalice(s) as people drink or to
catch any dripping if the bread is dipped into the
chalice. These are usually twelve to fifteen inches
square and are folded when not in use.

If you make your own fair linens, here are some
practical suggestions:

1. Since linen shrinks somewhat, be sure it is
pre-shrunk before it is cut to size.

2. Hand-hem the fair linen that covers the mensa
with a one-inch hem on the sides and a three-inch hem
on the ends, with mitered corners. Hemming should
be on the straight of the material which can be
determined by pulling a thread. Slip stitch with linen
thread or waxed mercerized cotton thread, catching
one thread of the top layer as you hem and stitching as
close together as possible. The stitching should be
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almost invisible on the right side. Hemstitching is not
recommended, as it will wear qut much S?O'mi'rﬁen
3. Lace edges are not apprOprlatg for the fair 1b - .
The maintenance of the linens is a respo‘r(;al. etg
that must not be neglected. Here 'are some guide hm sé
1. Launder the Communion linens after eai1 u .
and the other linens at least once a morl;1 tatr}lIe
whenever they become soiled or dusty, sc; a
linens on the Lord’s table are always §p0t ess(.i .
2. Do not send them to a commeraal lfaun ryUse
cleaner or launder them in aload with other ltent;i;ach
only a mild unscented soap. Never ise . Colé
blueing, or starch. You may wish to spak t ?m by
water before washing. After washing, rinse
hly several times. .
th(f))’fo}l"lg re}r]nove wax drippings: (a) scrape w1t£1 a blljuﬁt
instrument, (b) then place a bl(?tter or 2;1 sor rzss
brown wrapping paper under t};(; :L:evlt,’a(;)dtis :;p% g
t with a hot iron unti :
OK\;zrpﬁtlﬁes Ic):gndle snuffers clean to prevent black wax
szt Stipstick stains on purificators and s}(l)me avl\gge
(grape juice) stains can be remoyed by‘lingt yiisg Soag
followed by a thorough rgbbmg wit abmemoveIC)1
solution. More stubborn wine stains may .e I o
by placing the linen over a l?oyvl and pouring i’ Th%
water through the stain until it fades‘ fron;1 vie ;e N
sooner stains are treated, the easier they a
rer5n.0\ll)ec; not wring them but roll -then} in toweI?‘ tot
remove excess water. Iron while stlll'qulte.dan%p, erse
on the wrong side and then on the rlgh.t side. ; (()el 3 ur
that they are perfectly dry before rolling or g

39



UNITED METHODIST ALTARS

them for storage, or else they will be uneven and
rippled. Fold by hand after ironing, not with the iron
itself.

6. Do not fold the fair and protector linens but roll
them on heavy tubes and wrap them in tissue paper
for storage. Store smaller linens flat in clean drawers.

Paraments

Paraments are hangings of fine cloth, traditionally
silk, which decorate the Lord’s table, the pulpit, and
the lectern (if there is one). Their colors signify the day
or season of the Christian year and their symbols
represent various aspects of the Christian faith. As
such, they are powerful devotional and educational
tools, and they have been so used since the sixth
century A.p.

The four basic colors of paraments are red, white,
purple, and green. Other colors may also be appropri-
ate. Suggestions for parament colors and symbols are
found below in the chapter on the Christian year.

There are four types of paraments for the Lord’s
table.

i

Jacobean parament
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1. The Jacobean (or Laudean) pargment is t}'1row.rr1l
over the table and covers all four' sides, hangmg'l
folds at the corners. Since this requires a free-::tax;1 mg
table, it has been used in those per}ods od;: utrkfis
history when the table was free-standing and for
reason is increasingly used today.

T L b e oo bopisonccsvonmac

Full frontal

9. The full frontal covers the entir? froqt of the table
and is often used when the table is plain.

Superfrontal

3. The superfrontal i

inches. It may han ‘
gle used by itself when the table is ornate.
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Frontlets

.4. Frontlets, also known as altar stoles or antepen-
dia, are strips that hang from the front of the tablle) or
frpm both front and back, about three-fourths of ,the
d.istan.ce to the floor. These may be appropriate in rare
situations when the table is particularly fine or ornate.

Pulpit frontal
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Paraments in front of the pulpit and lectern (if there
is one) are known as antependia, frontals, or falls.
They are usually suspended from a piece of cloth
attached to the top of the pulpit or lectern. They
usually match the altar paraments in color and fabric,
but the symbols may complement.

Sometimes one or two Bible markers are hung in
front of the pulpit or lectern. If, as is commonly the
case, they are not actually used to mark the Bible they
violate the principle of integrity. For both symbolic
and practical reasons, it is better that the Bible itself be
plainly seen by the congregation and that the markers
not be visible to them.

While many churches order paraments either
ready-made or made to order from church supply
houses or professional designers, members of many
other churches make their own paraments. They do
not have to be of traditional silk or damask. Texture,
color, shape, and design can be chosen to blend with
the architecture and existing decor and signify the
day, season, or other special emphasis. They may be
traditional, with intricate stitching and ornate design,
gold braid and fringe on rich dark colors. They may
strike the contemporary notes of simplicity and
strength, vibrancy and celebration.

Maintenance of the paraments, like that of the
linens, is a responsibility that must not be neglected.
Paraments need cleaning less often than linens, but
they usually require dry cleaning by experts. If
paraments are purchased, instructions for cleaning
them may be included and should be kept for
reference. Paraments should be inspected for soiling
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and should always be spotless. This is especially the

case with white paraments.

Paraments may be stored flat in clean drawers, or by
hanging over rods in special cabinets. They should

never be folded, since this eventually harms the fabric.
Lenten Veils

In many churches crosses and pictures which
express Christian joy and victory are covered on Good
Friday, or during Holy Week, or throughout Lent, to
stress the solemnity of the day or season. The veil for
the cross may be made from mesh or cheesecloth dyed
purple or blue or gray and may be gathered at the base

with thread. Pictures and other symbols of joy may be
veiled with unbleached linen.

Banners

Banners have been used in churches since ancient
times, but for a long time they were rare, and only in
the last generation have they become widely popular.
Their simple, bold colors and designs seem especially
well-suited to contemporary Christian feelings and
tastes. While they can be purchased, they are
generally made and donated by church members.

Banners can be used in various ways. They can be
hung on poles, carried in the procession, placed in
stands during the service, and then carried out in the
recession. They can be hung from the ceiling, the

balcony, or from poles perpendicular to the walls.
They can be directly hung on walls and columns.
Banners are most effective when they highlight the
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day or season being celebrated, a special emphtaifrllsepersz
particular event in the p\hurch, or some
isti ffirmation or theme. ‘
Ché:i:t;ix;eathey have been so fashionable (;n. Irz?feer:
years, they have often been carelessly anle to -
tively used in ways that have Caugsgeeds tpoerpp
i m. Here are some Su :
agéliTn;tart\};eers should be in good taste, expresi sperr:)
aspect of the Christian gospel, and contri
irit of worship. ‘
2 ;}tu;hscfuld be undersg)od that no one' banner 13;) ra1
' permanent fixture in the churph but is for use
one or more particular occaarons or seaso(psl;lot
3. Banners should be simple in design an
attract undue attention to themselves. T
4. Most of the best banners do not use wévor a.nd
words are used, they ns}(\iouilgn be few
rdinate in the overall aesign. '
5. iﬂt})(;nner should be hung prOperly, pentere;it 1ir;
its space, and be an apgroprlate size sO
its background.
6. g]i)nl;z?\:e}r :lfould r%idfe or'd;‘s.tract from the cross
basic chancel furnishings. '
7. (I)(re(te}pebanners well away-from oper;ﬂarr:{is;tk;lgh
intensity lights, or heating or co.o mtg hould. .
8. If a banner is kept to be used again, 1t s <
stored in a straight box or htrng on hangers i
lastic coverings. Do not wrurkle frmgps, anSin
prepared to iron out any wrrnkres bebore Zr Ogi
again. Do not use a soiled or dmgy anner,
one that is visibly in need of repa'rr..l_ PR
9. The pastor has the final reSppn51b111ty .
selection and use of banners, asn allelser g
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to the environment and conduct of congrega-
tional worship.

Vesting the People

The way those in leadership roles dress when the
congregation comes together for worship is an
important part of the environment of that worship and
has its impact on each worshiper just as surely as does
the way the room and its furnishings are vested.

Of course, your responsibilities in this area are
probably very limited. People wear what they wish
when they come to worship. The choir and instru-
mentalists, if they wear robes or vestments or other
special dress of any kind, probably take responsibility
themselves to select, procure, and maintain what they
wear. The minister or ministers probably have
selected and own what they wish to wear and take the
responsibility for maintaining it.

On the other hand, you may be given responsi-
bilities for the cleaning and storage of these vest-
ments. You may be called on for advice or assistance
because of your expertise in fabrics or sewing. The
ministerial stole, in particular, is often bought or made
to match the paraments. So it is helpful for you to
know something about vestments.

Most United Methodist ministers who wear vest-
ments wear either an academic robe or an alb.

The academic robe (traditionally black but now
sometimes white or some other color) developed from
the academic dress of medieval universities as the
uniform of scholars. It is sometimes worn with an
academic hood, which indicates the wearer’s degree.
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If the wearer has a doctor’s degree,
the doctor’s robe with three
reflects secular use and emp
educational achievements of
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the robe may be
sleeve stripes. Since this
hasizes distinctions in thg
ministers, such garb is

i i riate for worship
increasingly considered inapprop

except in academic settings.

Academic robe

The alb is the oldest Christian vestment Ie;necrl1 \;vre‘as
art of the everyday dress worn by Romagle st
women. After it passed out .of style 1rb1 i
world about ap. 400, it continued to' ;as Sl
worship vestment. In r'ecent years (;tb B i
ecumenically the most widely accepted ba
vestment.

tco :
he name of the garmen ' "
wgich means “‘white” in Latin. Albs are always whi

off-white, flaxen, or (for penitential seasons) ash;grf:ly.
It has traditionally never been a colored garment.
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from that of the elder. The deacon’s stole may be
fastened at the bottom with a simple snap or hook.

Stoles, like academic robes and albs, may be
purchased from church supply houses; but they are
often made and presented to a minister by church
members.
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In addition to the basic furnishings and the coverings
with which they are vested, the chancel is furnished
with various ornaments and appointments which
serve both practical and symbolic functions. Some are
always used, and others are used only at certain times
of the year. They may be purchased or crafted by
creative persons. It is important that they be selected
and placed so as to enhance the congregation’s
worship, and the Altar Guild or its equivalent in your
church can play a key role in seeing that this is done.

The Cross

It is customary that there be one large symbol of
Christ near the Lord’s table. This can be a tapestry,
painting, sculpture, or mosaic of Christ. Most
commonly, however, it is a large cross. This central
symbol of Christ should be more prominent in size
and construction than any of the other appointments.
If it is a cross, it may be fastened to the “east” wall of
the chancel (see illustration on page 14) or be
suspended from the ceiling above the Lord’s table. In
either case it can easily be of appropriate size and
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prominence without interfering with the setting and
functioning of the Lord’s table.
It may stand on the retable behind the Lord’s table.
A cross in that location, however, is rarely large and
prominent enough in relation to the rest of the chancel
and its appointments to signify effectively the
centrality of what the cross stands for in our faith.
The cross should not be placed on the Lord’s table
itself. This unfortunate placement originated when
the medieval priests placed a cross, invisible to the
congregation, before them on the altar as an object of
private devotion. In such a position it interferes with
the placement and use of the Communion bread and
cup, and if the table is free—standing it makes it very
awkward for the minister to stand behind the table
facing the people.
Some churches weaken the symbolism of the cross
in their chancels by having two crosses. One, for
example, may be on the retable and the other on the
wall above the retable. This redundancy makes for
uncertainty as to what is the visual focus of the chancel
and keeps the eye of the worshiper from centering
attention on one cross. If you now have two crosses in
the vicinity of the Lord’s table, it would be much better
to find another more suitable place for whichever of
them—probably the smaller one on the table or
retable—is the less prominent. There is very likely
some chapel or devotional center elsewhere in the
church where that cross would be most effective and
appropriate.
A processional cross is a cross at the top of a pole or
shaft carried in procession, placed in a stand during

52

WORSHIP APPOINTMENTS

the service, and carried out in the recession. Proces-

sional crosses, which have been used since the fourth
century, are a much older tradition than altar c‘rosses.
If a processional cross is used in a church which has
another cross near the altar, it should not be plac?d SO
near the other cross during the service that there is the
redundancy effect mentioned above.

Candles

Candles have been used in Christian worship si'nce
ancient times, first because they prqvided 'the light
necessary for reading and in recent .tlmes 51mply for
their symbolic value, signifying Christ as the light of
the world (John 8:12; 12:46). o .

The most traditional of candles in Chrlstla.m worship
is the Paschal Candle, a large dECOI:atlve. candle
symbolic of Christ’s appearances following his res.ur'-1
rection. It is lighted at the beginning of the Easter. Vlgl
(Easter Eve or the first service of Easter) and carried in
procession to the vicinity of the Lord’s t‘able, V\'lhere it
is placed in its special stand and where it remains anId

is lighted at each service until the Day of Pentecost.ht
is then placed near the baptismal for}t for the r.est of the
year and lighted whenever there is a baptism. (Seef
illustration on page 54.) It may be carried at the head o

funeral processions. The Paschal Candle should be at
least two inches in diameter and at leas.t two feet tall.

Its holder should be at least three feet high. As part of

the Easter Vigil each year, the new Paschal Candle

may be inscribed with a cross, the Greek letters alpha
and omega, and the numerals of the current year.
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Grains of incense and five wax nails may be inserted
into the cross.

oo‘._
»—b]_m

Paschal candle and inscription

The most commonly used candles are altar candles,
which were originally needed to provide light to read
the service. These should be placed on the retable or, if
the Lord’s table is free-standing, in ﬂoor-standing
holders at the corners or on either side of the table.
Since nothing should overshadow the cross, the
candle flames should never be higher than the arms of
the cross. This is no problem if the cross is hanging or
fastened to the wall, and in traditional retables the
problem is averted by a raised platform in the center of
the retable on which the cross stands.

In many churches these altar candles are placed on
the Lord’s table itself, but this causes practical and
symbolic problems. In the first place, unless the
candles are very short and in very low holders, they so
dominate the table that they violate the principle that
nothing should detract from the primary function of
the table as the place where the Lord’s Supper is
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celebrated. Problems are compounded if, as is often
the case, the cross as well as the candles sits on the
Lord’s table itself. The total effect of cross and candles
tends to detract all the more from the primary function
of the Lord’s table, and since the cross stands on the
same level as the candles it may be hard to keep them
below the arms of the cross.

Another problem in placing candles on the Lord’s
table itself is the danger of wax dripping on the fair
linen. The problem is even more acute in those
churches that do not use a fair linen except when there
is Communion and where hard-to-clean parament
cloth itself covers the top of the table. Some churches
try to deal with the problem by placing heavy trans-
parent plastic or some similar protective covering over
the top of the table, or at least a square of it under each
candle; but this seriously detracts from the appearance
of the table.

Sometimes a distinction is made between ‘“‘altar
candles” on the Lord’s table and “office lights”” placed
behind or beside the Lord’s table, but since either can
be lighted for any or all services in present-day usage
there is no particular reason to make such a
distinction.

Many churches use additional candles or candela-
bra, especially at night, for festive occasions such as
Christmas and Easter and for weddings and other
special occasions. These should stand either on the
floor or on the retable.

The manner of lighting and extinguishing candles
can significantly add to, or detract from, the worship.
If someone strolls down the aisle at the last moment
and strikes a match or uses a cigarette lighter, this
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hardly adds to the spirit of worship. On the other
hand, a trained acolyte, using a candle lighter and
extinguisher, can reverently light the candles at the
beginning of the service and extinguish them after the
benediction as an integral part of the congregation’s
worship. While the training and use of acolytes is
outside the scope of this book, you or others in your
church should consider an acolyte program if you do
not already have one. Resources are suggested in the
bibliography.

Sometimes large candles attached to wooden or
metal shafts are carried in processions just behind the
processional cross and then, like the processional
cross, placed in stands in the chancel. These proces-
sional torches, as they are called, symbolize the
coming of Christ to lighten the darkness of the world
and should be reserved for high festival occasions.

A few United Methodist churches have sanctuary
lamps or ““eternal lights”—suspended from the ceiling
or mounted on the wall near the Lord’s table—which
burn continuously through the week. In Roman
Catholic tradition they signify the presence of Christ
in the reserved sacrament; in Protestant tradition they
signify Christ’s presence in the church.

Candles used in church should be at least 51 percent
beeswax so that they will burn evenly. Candle caps
will both keep the wax from dripping down the sides
of the candles and also lengthen the life of the candles.
Electric or battery-powered lights that look like
candles violate the principle of integrity in worship;
they appear to be what they are not.

Many churches hold candlelighting ceremonies on
such occasions as Christmas Eve or the Easter Vigil,
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where every member of the congregation is giverr a
small candle and where at a given point in the service
the candles are all lighted. These services are very
popular and impressive but require prec'autlons.
Some fire inspectors discourage or forbid such
services. In addition to danger from hand-held ﬂame's
there is the danger of dripping hot wax, especially if
the candles are not stuck into cardboard protectors. If
your church holds such services be sure that fire
extinguishers are available and that the ushers are

prepared for any emergency.
Other Altarware

Several other items of altarware are in common use,
and you will probably be responsible for their
maintenance.

Churches commonly have flower vases that match or
coordinate with the altar cross and candlesticks. More
will be said about flowers below.

Candle lighter and extinguisher

Candle lighters and extinguishers have already been
mentioned. There may be one or two of them,
depending on whether your church us_es one pr two
acolytes. They should match or coordinate with the

candlesticks.
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Receiving basin

Offvring plate

Offering plates are also often bou
Foordinate with the other altarware. V%EZnt (t)hén c?ftfce}:'i: :
is br‘ought forward during the service, these plates arg
received at the altar and are sometimes stafked in .
lgrge matching receiving basin. Many churches place tha
filled offering plates on the Lord’s table, but thege latee
are often s0 conspicuous that they violate the ri1}1)ci ls
that nothing should detract from the primaryI;unctiP())e
of the table as the place where Holy Communion iI;
celebrated. It is more appropriate to place the filled
plates on a side table or shelf in the chancel, or 0ssibl
on the retable. Some churches use baskets (;r alIr)ns ba )s’
[1? pl,ace of offering plates, and to place them on tl%e
ord’s table would be even more inappropriate. In an
event, plates, baskets, or bags should never be. lacec}il
1(2: tthg Iflord’s table when they are empty but ShOIl)lld be
= Ek e(;:f t(;reorcl ;usrlzl}i table or shelf in the chancel or in the
S‘ome churches have a missal stand or missal pillow
which holds the service book on the table at a sgitablé
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angle and distance for easy reading by the minister.
Because the key prayers at Holy Communion are
usually read and the minister’s hands must be free, it
is appropriate and necessary that the printed service
be placed on the Lord’s table during Holy Communion,
but the placement should be such that it in no way
interferes with the centrality of the bread and cup or
lessens their visual prominence.

At this point it is important to correct a common
misunderstanding. A missal stand is not a Bible stand,
and the practice of placing an open Bible on a stand on
the Lord’s table or the retable so it faces the people
confuses the functions of pulpit and table. The pulpit
(or possibly the lectern) is the place from which the
Scriptures are “opened” to the people by reading and
preaching and therefore the place on which an open
Bible is an appropriate and powerful symbol. An open
Bible on the Lord’s table detracts from the function of
the table as the place where Holy Communion is
celebrated. Furthermore, this practice violates the
principle of integrity by placing the Bible permanently
where it cannot be used. As James F. White once said to
me: “When I see an open Bible on the Lord’s table I
immediately know two things: first, that this Bible is not
going to be read and, second, that today on this table
the Lord’s Supper is not going to be celebrated.”

Altarware Maintenance

One of your most important responsibilities is the
maintenance of the altarware. These objects have been
consecrated to the worship of God and should be both
reverently handled and carefully maintained. Here
are some suggestions:
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1. Wearing soft cotton gloves while handling
altarware keeps the moisture and oiliness of skin from
tarnishing the metal or marking the candles.

2. Since altarware is made in a variety of metals and
other materials, obtain instructions for its care and
cleaning from the manufacturer. If this is not possible,
you may follow the guidelines given below.

3. Determine whether or not any brass ware has
been lacquered to prevent tarnishing.

a. Ifithas, clean by wiping with a soft damp cloth
and then immediately dry with a clean soft cloth.
Never immerse in water, touch with detergents or
abrasives, or polish, as these procedures will severely
damage the lacquer. When the lacquer begins to wear
or peel, have the item relacquered by a jeweler or by
the manufacturer.

b. Unlacquered brass must never be touched with
bare hands or damp cloths, since these cause tarnish-
ing. Rinse in very hot water and dry with paper towels
or soft cloth. Too much polishing is not good for brass;
two or three times a year with a fine grade of metal

polish is enough. Maintain shine in the interim by
rubbing with a soft cloth or treated polishing gloves.

4. Washsilver altarware in hot soapy water, rinse in
clear hot water, and dry immediately. Polish two or
three times a year with a fine grade of silver polish.
Never allow polish to dry on the surface. Maintain
shine in the interim as with unlacquered brass.

5. When altarware is not in use, store in clean
cotton flannel bags to prevent tarnishing. Have a place
for each item, keep each one in its proper place, and
label each one to prevent unnecessary handling.

6. Candles and candleholders need special care
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Flowers
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the church can be an exquisite offering of praise and
thanksgiving, and they are also a fitting way of
memorializing loved ones in worship on the anniver-
sary of their death or birth. It is not surprising that
flowers have become such a favorite means of
decorating the environment of worship.

They can, however, easily be misused and fail to
contribute as they should to the environment of
worship. Here are some suggestions:

1. Flowers should be in keeping with the architec-
ture and other decorations of the church, large and
colorful enough to be seen from the back pews and in
harmony with the color scheme of the church and of
the day or season. Smaller arrangements and pastel
colors are best suited to a small space such as a chapel
or prayer room.

2. Donotoverdo the flowers. They are not a florist’s
display and should blend in with the environment of
worship rather than dominating it. The most expres-
sive floral arrangements are likely to be very simple.

3. The overall effect of the church decorations,
including flowers, should always lead the eye to the
Lord’s table and the cross. Flowers may be placed on
floor stands or some other suitable location, but they
should never obscure the cross or the Lord’s table or
rise above the arms of the cross.

4. Do not place flowers on the Lord’s table, as this
practice detracts from the primary purpose of the table
as the place where Holy Communion is celebrated.

5. Do not create a fire hazard by placing flowers or
greenery too near candles.

6. Do not use anything that is likely to wilt or
otherwise deteriorate before the end of the service. If
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flowers are left after the services, they should be
checked each day that the churchis open and renloved
immediately when they have passed then prime.
7. Since flowers symbolize the resu'rrectlon, and in
keeping with the principle of 1ntegr1ty, no type of
artificial flower or plant is appropriate to the environ-
ment of worship. If for a given service no fresh ﬂov.vers
are available, there are several alternatives. Oneis to
use evergreens or mixed greenery. Another alterna-
tive is to have one or more sets of pot_ted plants
available for use whenever needed. Still .another
alternative is to use no flowers or greenery; this makes
them appreciated more when they are available and is
especially appropriate during a more somber season
as Lent. .
SUg‘ Flower vases or containers should be attractive
and in harmony with their environment and large and
heavy enough to be in good proportion. Be sure that
potted plants are not placed where they may cause
stains. The vases or containers should be stored when
the flowers are gone. Empty vases should never
remain in the chancel. . .

9. Itis notin good taste to use symbols or ribbons in
floral arrangements.

10. You may wish to create your own floral
arrangements for the church rathe.r than' rely on
florists. Floral art is interpretive design, nsmg color
and form. It is a liturgical art and a beautiful way of
making worship offerings to God. Recommended
resources are listed in the bibliography. '

11. After services, flowers may be taken to the sick.
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[THE CHRISTIAN YEAR]

As you work to prepare the environment for worshi
week in and week out, be aware of the traditioneﬁ
calendar of days and seasons that your church
observes each year. Some of these are purely local, like
an anniversary or a homecoming. Others are set b
your 'Annual Conference or by denominationa}I
agenaes, perhaps to promote some particular cause
Still others, and these are the most basic ones have
been observed by Christians of many denominz;tions
hase cent}n'ies of custom and tradition behind them’
;Zareonstltute what is commonly called the Christian
ChS(')me observances in the Christian year such as
ristmas and Easter are well known to all of us:
others are less well known. Some are confusin ,
because different denominations have observed the 3
dlffer.er}tly or because different reference books i\r/fe1
conflicting information about them. The Chris%ian
year has a cemplicated and fascinating history, which
l})’(;)lil may wish to stud'y using the books listed in the
i 1ography. The Christian year is also closely related
to t}'1e lectxonary, a three-year cycle of Scripture
readings recommended for public worship by r}:lany
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denominations around the world. If your minister
uses the lectionary, you may wish to study it.
What follows is the Common Calendar of the
Christian year as agreed upon in 1978 and 1982 by
representatives of the major North American denomi-
nations. It is based on the oldest Christian traditions
and is essentially the calendar that is used by the vast
majority of Christians around the world. It starts with
Advent, which is the beginning of the Christian year.
The seasons are given in capital letters, and the
Sundays and other special days are given in lower
case. With this calendar a simple sequence of colors is
suggested for your paraments, for the minister’s stole,
and perhaps for other decorations as well. A short
statement is then made about each of the basic colors.
These color suggestions are based on historic and
common usage, but there has been and still is among
Christians variation in the use of colors.

The final section of this chapter gives additional
visual suggestions—colors, textures, and symbols—to
stimulate the imagination of those who, with qualified
guidance, wish to be creative.

The Calendar

ADVENT—from Sunday November 27 or the first
Sunday after November 27 to sunset December

24, always including four Sundays
First through Fourth Sunday in Advent—Purple

CHRISTMAS SEASON—from sunset December 24

through January 6
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day—December

25—White
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*First and Second Sunday after Christmas—White
Epiphany—]January 6 or first Sunday in January—
White

SEASON AFTER EPIPHANY—from January 7
through day before Lent

First Sunday after Epiphany, or the Baptism of the
Lord—White

*Second through next-to-last Sunday after

Epiphany—Green
Last Sunday after Epiphany, or the Transfiguration
—White

LENT—from the seventh Wednesday before Easter to

sunset Easter Eve

Ash Wednesday (first day of Lent)—Purple

First through Fifth Sunday in Lent—Purple

Passion/Palm Sunday (Sixth Sunday in Lent)—
Purple

Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday in Holy Week—
Purple

Maundy (Holy) Thursday—Purple

Good Friday and Holy Saturday—No Color

EASTER SEASON—from sunset Easter Eve through
the Day of Pentecost
Easter Eve and Easter Day—White
Second through Sixth Sunday of Easter—White
Ascension Day (sixth Thursday of Easter)—White

*The number of Sundays after Christmas, Epiphany, and Pentecost
varies from year to year, but the last Sundays after Epiphany and Pentecost
are always Transfiguration of the Lord and Christ the King respectively.
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Seventh Sunday of Easter (may be observed as
Ascension Sunday)—White

The Day of Pentecost (Eighth Sunday of Easter)—
Red

SEASON AFTER PENTECOST—from the day after

Pentecost through the day before Advent

First Sunday after Pentecost, or Trinity Sunday—
White

*Second through next-to-last Sunday after
Pentecost—Green

All Saints’ Day—November 1—or All Saints’ Sun-
day—first Sunday in November—White

Last Sunday after Pentecost, or Christ the
King—White

The Basic Colors

White (and also gold) are joyous and festive colors,
used during the Christmas and Easter Seasons and on
high days during the Seasons after Epiphany and
Pentecost.

Purple is the color both of penitence and royalty,
used during Advent and Lent.

Red is the color of fire, symbolizing the Holy Spirit
and used on the Day of Pentecost and at other times
when the work of the Holy Spirit is being emphasized.
A deep hue of red symbolizes the blood of Christ and
is often used during Holy Week, beginning with
Passion/Palm Sunday, and also when martyrs are
being commemorated. If a color is used at all on Good
Friday, deep red is increasingly preferred. Red is also
an appropriate color for evangelistic services, for
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ordinations and consecrations, for anniversaries and
homecomings, and for civil observances such as
Thanksgiving. Red is an intense color which the
church has traditionally used for particular days or for

short periods rather than continuously for a whole
season.

Green is the color of growth and is used in the
Seasons after Epiphany and after Pentecost except
when special days call for white or red.

Visual Suggestions for the Days and Seasons

Advent. Purple or blue. An Advent wreath with
four candles, which appropriately match the color
your church is using on the four Sundays in Advent,
s.trengthens the anticipation. This wreath is tradi-
tionally suspended so as to suggest the shape of a tree,
and one more candle is lighted on each successive
Sun.day. Christmas trees may be decorated with
Christian symbols known as chrismons, which are
desc.ribed in the Worship Alive leaflet Symbols of His
Coming: Four Chrismon Programs, wvailable from
Cokesbury or Discipleship Resources (W098L). The
leaflet Las Posadas, available from Discipleship
Resources (S391L), describes a Hispanic processional
celebration. Other Advent symbols include a plumb

line (Amos), trumpets, scales of justice, and the root or
tree of Jesse.

Christmas Season. White or gold, or the finest and
most joyful available. Fine and elegant textures. A
cr?che or manger scene may be used throughout
this season, with the Wise Men being added when

68

THE CHRISTIAN YEAR

Epiphany is celebrated. The Wise Men traditionally
represent the races of humanity, which can be
suggested by the colors of their faces and hands. Three
crowns also symbolize the Wise Men, and in the
Hispanic world Epiphany is celebrated as “Three
Kings.” The gifts of the Wise Men—gold, frankin-
cense (which may be burned as incense), and
myrrh—are also appropriate for Epiphany.

Season After Epiphany. Green, except that white is
used on the first and last Sundays in honor of the
baptism and the transfiguration of the Lord. The
baptism of the Lord is an excellent time for baptisms
and for renewing our own baptismal covenant, with
such symbols of baptism as water, a baptismal shell, a
descending dove, and a cross standing in water.
Symbols on each Sunday after Epiphany may be
derived from the manifestation (epiphany) of Christ
described in the lectionary reading from the Gospel,
such as the wedding at Cana (one or six water jars) and
the Transfiguration (Christ in a blaze of glory, with
shining garments).

Lent. Purple, gray, dark earth colors, or any somber
hues. Rough coarse textures such as burlap. From
Passion/Palm Sunday through Holy Week a deep hue
of red may be used to symbolize the blood of Christ.
Symbols of the Passion that are appropriate, especially
in Holy Week, include crown of thorns, whip, ladder,
INRI, sponge, spears, nails, crowing cock, drops of
blood, and bag of coins. At the beginning of the
Passion/Palm Sunday Service the people may process
with palm fronds or green branches of any tree or
shrub. Later in the service the long Gospel lesson

69



r
|
V
:
¢
]
1

UNITED METHODIST ALTARS

may be read dramatically. All crosses may be veiled
during Lent, especially during Holy Week, and most
especially on Good Friday. On Maundy Thursday any
of the above colors, or white, may be used; and all
visuals may be stripped from the chancel at the end of
the service and not replaced until the first service of
Easter. The candle-extinguishing service of Tenebrae
may be used on either Maundy Thursday or Good
Friday. No colors, flowers, or decorative materials
should be used on Good Friday except, perhaps,
representations of the way of the cross; the chancel
should be bare of cloth, candles, or anything else not
actually used in the service. The Lord’s Supper should

not be celebrated between Maundy Thursday and the
first service of Easter.

Easter Season. White or gold, or the finest and most
joyful available. Fine and elegant textures. If possible,
the transformation from Lenten to Easter visuals
occurs at the lighting of the Paschal Candle at the first
service of Easter. For this service and for the
remainder of the Easter Season the Paschal Candle
may be used as described on page 53. At the first
lighting of the Paschal Candle, the congregation may
also light candles and the cross may be unveiled,
signifying the resurrection. Bolts of brightly colored
cloth may be slit lengthwise and hung across the
church, and flowers may be used in profusion. Other
symbols for the season include the phoenix, butter-

flies, peacocks, pomegranate, or (especially for

Ascension) abstract images such as a vertical arrow.
Flame red to signify the Holy Spirit may be used with
white and gold throughout the season and is
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i i he Day of
appropriately the dominant color on t
szrtecpost. Appropriate symbols for the Day of
Pentecost include a descending dovg, tongues of
flame, symbols of the church (ship, rainbow), and a
downward arrow.

Season After Pentecost. Green, except that whitehls
used on the first and last Sundays (Trinity and Christ
the King) and on All Saints’ Day or Sunday, and red
may be used as indicated on pages 67-68. Freedqm,
variety, and creativity ought to be encouraged during
this season. Combinations of colors and colorspthgr
than the basic four are appropriate. One possibility is
to change with the season from the yellow-green of
spring through the bluer green of summer to thfe red,
yellow, and brown tones of autumn. The Scrrpture
lessons each Sunday may suggest ideap l?y their key
images, words, or phrases. On Trmlty S.unday
symbols of the Trinity such as the equllateral tnarrgle,
trefoil, fleur-de-lis, triquetra, and three intertwined
circles, are especially appropriate. Symb(?ls of All
Saints’ include a cloud of witnesses, silhouettes
representing all races and both sexes, the names pf
great Christians in history, and the names of those in
the congregation who have died in the past year. For
Christ the King any symbol of royalty may be used
(crown, orb, or scepter, especially when thepe
contain, or are combined with, a cross); and Christ
may be pictured as ruler of all, sitting on a throne and
blessing the world.
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All of. the previous information is background for your
practical week-by-week responsibilities. It is impor-
tant that you and those who work with you list s eIZifiC
weekly and-seasonal duties and also specific Fhin S
t}rat you are to do each time there is Holy Comrn%-
morr, Holy Baptism, a wedding, a funeral or memorial
service. These responsibilities should be agreed upon
upder .the leadership of your pastor and in Consﬁta—
tion with eny other persons or organizations in your
pongregatlon who relate to these responsibilities yIt is
1mpprtant that someone be clearly assigned ro a
partrcular responsibility. What you decide should be
put into writing, distributed to all persons involved
and kept where it can easily be referred to, so tha;
everyone is clear about his or her reSporusibilitres Your
Churcp procedures should be tailored to fit your local
51tuatror1, but the guidelines which follow are general
suggestions which you can adapt and build upon.

General Responsibilities

1. Keep in close touch with your pastor and make
sure you know when every service is to be held
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and when there will be any special needs or any
occasions such as baptisms, Communion, wed-
dings, or funerals for which you will have
responsibilities.

. Work in cooperation with the custodian to be

sure the chancel is kept clean. Regularly wipe,
and when necessary polish, the Lord’s table,
pulpit, baptismal font, rail, and other chancel
furnishings.

. Set up a regular schedule and procedure for

checking, cleaning, and polish'mg all the items
entrusted to your care.

_ Check ahead to make sure that the seasonal

paraments and other items that you will need in
the near future are ready for use. Avoid the crisis
of discovering a day or two before it is needed an
article that needs to be cleaned or repaired.

. If you have a rotating weekly, monthly, or

seasonal schedule of assignments, make sure
that persons are reminded in advance when it is
their turn.

Before and After Every Service

. Check to determine the correct color for the

paraments, change them when indicated, and
properly store those that are removed from the
chancel.

_ Be sure that all linens, paraments, altarware, and

other appointments and decorations are spotless
and in perfect repair.

. Check all candles to see that they are ready for

use. Clean, trim, and replace them as needed.

73



UNITED METHODIST ALTARS

4. Be sure that everything needed for the service—
such as candle lighters, offering plates, and
seasonal appointments—is in its proper place.

5. See that flowers are properly placed, arranged
and (.if necessary) watered. See that ﬂowe;
donations are properly acknowledged in the
bulletin or by other appropriate ways.

6. Even though all these preparations have been
made during the preceding week, come early
enough before the service to check and be

prepared to correct anything that is unexpectedly
amiss.

7. After the service dispose of the flowers in
Whatever way that has been agreed upon or is
indicated by their condition. If they are to be
taken to a hospital or home, make sure that they
ha\{e been taken or that there is a plan for
delivering them. Be sure that no empty vases or
containers or wilted flowers are left in the
chancel during the week.

Holy Communion

. Be sure that you are growing in your own
ungierstanding of Holy Communion—by partici-
pation in the Sacrament whenever possible
by discussing it with your pastor, and by read:
ing resources such as those listed in the
bibliography.

2= Bg sure that you know from regular consultation

with your pastor when Holy Communion is to be

Felebrated and exactly what is expected of you

including how you are to prepare the bread anci
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wine, how it is to be served, and what, if any,
new Communion ware will be needed in the near
future.

. Prepare the Communion bread and wine and

care for the Communion ware with the reverence
that is appropriate to their holy nature and
purpose. Develop whatever skills you can in
order to carry out this ministry more effectively.

_ Bread should, if possible, be homemade espe-

cially for Communion. You should be aware that
there is a growing trend to return to the New
Testament and early Christian practice of using a
common loaf of real bread instead of wafers,

ellets, or cubes of shortbread. Read The Bread
That We Bake (listed in the bibliography), gather
other bread recipes as you have opportunity, and
choose under the direction of your pastor which
one is best for your church. If someone else is to
bake the bread, be sure that this person
understands exactly what is expected and is
given ample notice.

. According to the rubrics in The Book of Hymns and

The Book of Worship, “the pure, unfermented juice
of the grape shall be used” as the Communion
wine. This means that no juice other than that of
the grape and no artificial grape-ﬂavored drink
are acceptable. Ideally this, like the bread,
should be homemade. Perhaps someone in your
congregation grows grapes and could make this
possible in your Communion services.

_ The same rubrics also state regarding the Lord’s

table that ““the elements of bread and wine shall
be placed thereon,” and that “it is our custom to
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deliver the elements into the hands of the
people.” So-called self-service Communion,
where the bread and wine are set out in advance
on the rail rather than on the Lord’s table, and
where persons serve themselves, does serious
violence to the symbolism of Holy Communion,

in which Christians serve others rather than
themselves.

. The Communion bread is traditionally placed on

a special plate called a paten, reserved for that
purpose. The Communion wine is traditionally
placed in a fine metal flagon or a glass cruet,
reserved for that purpose, from which at the
proper time in the service the wine is poured into
a special cup called a chalice, reserved for that
purpose. Chalices and patens have traditionally
been made of silver or gold, but ceramic and
other materials are often used today.

Chalice

Paten

@ Flagon Cruet

With the increased use of whole loaves of bread
today, patens are often larger than formerly, and
sometimes the bread is brought to the table in a
bread basket. Small individual cups are often
used instead of a common cup for the wine.
When a common cup is used, persons often dip

76

10.

11.

12,

PREPARING FOR SERVICES

their bread into the cup rather than drink from
it. When bread is to be dipped into the cup some
ministers prefer to have a spoon handy for
removing particles of it from the wine in the
cup. Special spoons with a perforated bowl are
made for this purpose, but any fine spoon may
be used.

If individual cups are used, equipment for
filling them and cleaning them efficiently is
available from Cokesbury and other church
supply houses.

Check with the pastor during the week before
the Communion Service to verify details, such
as the approximate number of persons to
prepare for and the best time to set the Lord’s
table for Communion. If there is to be a
Saturday wedding or funeral in the church, for
instance, wait until after it is over to set the
table. Be sure the church will be open and that
the custodian knows that you will be there.
Be sure, well in advance, that the Communion
linens are ready for use.

The paraments should reflect the day or season
of the Christian year and should be white only if
that is what the day or season calls for. There
has been much confusion over this question
because many persons have confused the
paraments with the white linens.

There will be other details in the preparation
which vary with the customs of congregation
and the preferences of the pastor, which you
will need to incorporate into your local guide-
lines under the direction of your pastor.
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After the service is over, the Communion ware
and Communion linens should immediately be
removed from the chancel for cleaning.
Follow your pastor’s directions rezarding the
disposition of any remaining bread and wine
such as taking them to the sick and shut-in,
reverently consuming them, or reverently
pouring on or into the ground.

Holy Baptism

. Be sure that you are growing in your own

understanding of Holy Baptism—by your par-
ticipation as a member of the congregation
whenever the Sacrament is celebrated, by
discussing it with your pastor, and by read-
ing resources such as those listed in the
bibliography.

. Be sure that you know from regular consulta-

tion with your pastor when Holy Baptism is to
be celebrated and exactly what is expected of
you.

Water is the element used for the celebration of
Holy Baptism. It has a rich variety of powerful
symbolic meanings, which the books listed in
the bibliography describe. According to the
rubrics in The Book of Hymns and The Book of
Worship, ““This Sacrament may be administered
by sprinkling, pouring, or immersion.” That is,
the water may be sprinkled or poured over the
person’s head, or the person may be totally
immersed in the water—as the person, or the
person’s parents, may choose.
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4. The same rubrics state, ““This Sacrament should
be administered in the church in the presence of
the people in a stated hour of worship:”

. This is done at the baptismal font, which was
mentioned on page 15. The font should stand on
the floor and be large enough to symbolize.e thg
importance of baptism in our faith; that is, it
should be in balance with the pulpit and the
Lord’s table. It should contain a bowl large
enough not only to hold the water but also to
catch it when it is sprinkled or poured. Fonts may
be made in a variety of materials and in.many
shapes. Many have covers. Since it is not
customary to vest the font with paraments, the

font itself should be as attractive as possible.e and
may be decorated with symbols. Some ministers
use a shell to pour from; others use their hands.

4

Font

Being used increasingly today is the ancient
practice in which the water is carried to the font
in a pitcher (traditionally called a ewer) and
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ceremonially poured into the font, after which
the minister gives thanks over the water for all
that God has done as symbolized in baptism.

. Some United Methodist churches have a pool

called a baptistry in which they immerse
persons who request this mode of baptism;
others make arrangements as needed to hold
such baptisms in a nearby church that has a
baptistry or in an outdoor body of water.

. Be sure that the font and the bowl—also the

ewer and shell, if you have them—are kept
clean and polished.

. Prior to any service at which baptism is to be

celebrated, water should be placed either in the
ewer or in the bowl of the font. Check to be sure
whether your minister prefers the water to be
warmed, at room temperature, or cool. It is
desirable to have a towel placed at the font, to
dry the person who has just been baptized. If a
shell is used for pouring, it is laid on top of the
towel.

If your church uses a Paschal Candle (see pages
53-54) it should be placed near the font except
during the Easter Season and lighted whenever
there is a baptism. White candles may be lit
from the Paschal Candle and presented to the
baptized persons, who in turn may wish to light
theirs each year on the anniversary of their
baptism.

When baptism by immersion is requested,
special clothing is normally used by both
minister and candidates. Someone familiar with
baptizing by immersion can usually be found to
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loan such clothing, assist in preparations, and
coach the minister and others who are to
participate. If this occurs often in your church,
your minister will probably develop the neces-
sary skills and procure the needed clothing.

Weddings

. Though many weddings are not held in

churches, those that are concern the Altar
Guild. Church weddings are becoming, and
rightly so, regarded as services of worship
focused on God, rather than ceremonies fo-
cused on people. This should be reflected in the
environment of worship. Flowers, candles, and
other decorations should not be arranged so as
to obscure or overshadow the cross, the Lord’s
table, the pulpit, or the baptismal font; and they
should nct interfere with the appropriate
movement of the minister or any other
participant.

. Some prefer that paraments and stoles for

weddings be in the liturgical color of the day or
season, while others prefer to use white for
weddings. Find out what your pastor wishes to
use and see that the paraments and stoles are in
place before the wedding.

. Some churches use a kneeling cushion or

prie-dieu on which the couple kneel for prayer.
“This must be cleaned and stored when not in
use and then properly placed before the service
in accordance with the wishes of your pastor.
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