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I was pleased to read in your June 7-14 issue that Cardinal McCarrick of Washington, D.C. will meet with concerned 
Catholic Democrats about denying the Eucharist to politicians who support abortion rights. Some words of St. Augustine 
might be helpful for all to consider. Commenting on Psalm 49, verse 2, he wrote: "And again he [the Psalmist] saith, 
' both all ye earthborn, and sons of men (ver. 2).' The expression ' earthborn' he doth refer to sinners; the expression 
'sons of men' to the faithful and righteous ... Let all hear, I withhold my discourse from no one. If one is 'earthborn,' let him 
hear, because of the Judgement: another is a ' son of man,' let him hear for the kingdom's sake. 'The rich and poor 
together (ver. 2).' Again, the same words are repeated . The expression 'rich' refers to the ' earthborn;' but the word ' poor' 
to the ' sons of men' ... How hath he commended the poor? 'The poor shall eat and be satisfied (Ps. 22:26).' What eat 
they? The Food which the faithful know. How shall they be satisfied? By imitating the passion of their Lord, and not 
without cause receiving their recompense ... What of the rich? Even they eat. But how eat they? 'All the rich upon the 
earth have eaten and worshipped (Ps. 22:29).' He said not, 'Have eaten and are satisfied;' but, 'have eaten and 
worshipped.' They worship God indeed, but they will not display brotherly humaneness. These eat and worship; those eat 
and are filled : yet both eat. Of the eater what he eateth is required : let him not be forbidden by the distributor to eat, but 
let him be admonished to fear him who doth require his account. Let these words then be heard by sinners and righteous, 
nations, and those who inhabit the world , ' earthborn and sons of men, the rich and the poor together: ' not divided, not 
separated. That is for the time of the harvest to do, the hand of the winnower will effect that. Now together let rich and 
poor hear, let goats and sheep feed in the same pasture, until He come who shall separate the one on His right hand, the 
other on His left." 
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