
·October 15; 1962 

. Ther ha v been nnny occasionc in t 1e la t couple o yen.re 
when - have i ·shod to see you. I .vo not irltton because t• o things 
bout 1hich I would tr.i.Gh tc talk with you oeem too co~-:;>lex _or th 

ploddinc pace o correspondence. · 

I do want to e~::press ll\Y' appreciation~ hcmev . _ , 'or all tl at 
you have done for me. ~ teaching experience at Pe1 .. !dl s ~ma of gr t 
significance "nd ii"al..u0 for nt:) • Itr iork at Phillips Seminary is most 
cha.llengi...11g and I think I have discovored a im aningful context fol" 
voc~tionnl self-fnlfill~nt., l er.rover •. •tod sorre of our resources 
here rrey remain. 

The L"i1:I3diate purpose of r.w v.Ti ting is to share td th you o. 
couple of projects on which I haw been ·:orking: (l) Do you perhaps 
recall the last serroon I preached at Perid11s upon 1hich you cormoonted 
in your last faculty roeti11e. the s~mon which co11cerned tho six 
categories of the human predicamnt and the gracious activit7 of God? 
0£ course , I do not 11e:tpect11 yo·a to remember• but the reason I mn• 
tion it is because I have spent the lsst ,m and a half years atte. t
ing to refine that proposal. Edrita says j:.hat I haven' t had a. new idea 
since I preached that ser100n tuo and a hal£ years ago. Anyway, I am 
sending you, should you be interested in the way these categories have 
been elaborated,, a Bible study guide which is being used this year by 
tho r .ethodist Student Mover!l9nt, reflecting the core argument of that 
sernl'>n. I t ould be grateful for aey critical response you might haw. 
( 2) Perhaps the real reason for riv uri ti.11g to you at this tine, how• 
ever,, is another project a.bout w,hich I would like to get your comnxmt. 
You nro probab4'" fa.rtlliD.r tdth such series in German theological circles 
as 11 Theologischa Exiatenz Heute," "Theologische Studien, " and "Christ 
Heute. " These are ordinarizy longer than journal ariticles and shorter 
than small books, ine>..1J~nsivozy published and given circulation pri• 
ma.rizy in thB acadentl.c comr.nmities. To J'\V knowledge we do not have t3IIY' 
similar publica:l:.ions in this cotuitry. We jump from the 5,,ooo mrd arti
cle to the 301 000 word book with al.m:>st nothing in between. It strllros 
me that these stuey series, irregularly published, encourago dialogue 
on 11 ve issues much better than our arrangem::mt. 
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- roul.d be ory , te or any ~ :estion you · ht have on 
hotr ;'3UC l a s0tics r.ti.~ht e ~pro r..ately i.mU.:.,""l.ll"a:tc .• I tlll b~ o.t-
t€L cli:"P" the annuel ·jji."lg o tLe Arcricon Sccioc;y or Chl'"lotilln °ocia1 
Et'lics il1 zy- ,._.,, ... 1i .. uo FO'J..'"l' ut cm of olle !l.OO 

ti.ere o the ttar . Do you ha any i as on whero t • (1'ht look for 
leadershi.:· u1d support in evelopi.ng ~uh:is project? oes it sound t.o 
you lite p :us·b o 1,.. si • f C"nt i ea? 

Cordially ands carazy yo· s ,, 

Thor.no c. Oden 

c/jcl 




