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colo y, s •.• li. 

rea_ pleasure to see YJO o_: r:1y recent trip to 
I .. t..ve tho ght many times of the conversatio s 

1 ' t '-c y ~ :::: '\V'as ~her and apprec · ated _ e 
L1;.;lpful counsel I received fron you. 

Duri::ig the past two years I have a number of times started 
to sit dcvm c. .::.. ... ite you a lette:!. ... about r1hat has h ppe.."led 
since 1 have beon here and how I lm changed and been 

ah cd in this conte.ht • u: always he.. I . · .4 to do 
so I thoug:1t, · , it \on 't be long till I will see you t.•n • 
tnen can chat at grea~er lengt1 a out things." But despite 
t.w fact th t 'ie •• 1ould have _ik d ma..'1y tines to have vis· ted 
0'..1:::- .t:o _,..ie:1 's i . Dallas we have seer.ii.1gly fo nd our sel vos unable 
to GO!'l • or th past two years. Likewise my anticipated 
con ....... ·sati n t 't" you ._ad to be delay·.::. • 

C :iseqoon ly yo c n imagine my disap ointment when, upon 
se ing you on ou_ recent tr:.p and visiting for a few minutes 
it became apparent that, due to your just having arrived o e 
frar.. a long trip a.."'ld I p esume at'tiers having pileu up on 
you durin~ t,at time , we still tould not be abl to have 
a more liesurely chat . 

Therefore , since it may be some tirno before our paths cross 
again , I just feel suddenly moved to write you about things 
and how they a!"O goi.??g . After returning fran Dallas I 
began a SU.1lffier term teaching a course in "Contemporary Thoology" , 
focusing on Reinhold Niebuhr , Tillich , Barth and Bonhoeffer . 
Na th t this course is pretty ·ml! underway I am riding 
a little easier in the saddle . in contrast to the spring months 
uhich ·rnre tt3rribly e .tal'ldinc::> . 





t; oe, \,Lere i actoolly only one th ·ng I re.-illy wa t to tell 
yru: I think you were :x:a~tly rig:1t a couple of :fears ago when 
you advis~d .r1e to regard .7 leaving Perkins and comri.idg to Phillips 
c s an opportunity for new ~rowtll and devel op;71en t in independent 
direc ·inn ... , i ·1s.f.,. 13ad of che rathe~ orose p~ospect ~ich for a 
·-i 1 i ..,ec: ed to · • 

l wunt y..,," ·co kn .,,w my considered .1udgment that this con text 
s 'tee . <~oo · ..20 .'.' e, as JOU 11~icipa.i; .d, for a .. l)er of 

.i:· • ...:ti.:; uo,»om ra·-er surp:~isini::-: (l) The ecumenical dialogue 
has be ~ i '""-=- .1.S ly helpful and significant for me . I have 
fov.n i . d.: .i .... '"'ir g :r..any of the :-.10st important iss ies of 
faith and c·rder---t ~e Sacranients, vbe minist:::-1, the nature 
·.-[' .. 10 ch ... b:J.-- -·tl'e. t I have a lot to leai. ~ by listening to 
ot J. ero, m: ~ I :ope s ct .. inr -co sr..; i'""om my ov .... tradition. 
'J.' .... isci_ - .s Lave oariG me feel Ve!"'/ much at hor1e, an 
!-'- ov.:.r~ ..:i a co~1tm .•. ~ in · cb ge .• ullle ··a ogue was possible. 

{2) . } i ... tercst Lava fir·ier' u and ec.:ome moi·e cl erly 
d .fini tioned sil ce .. ave beari here. I am now rea y to 
"cont 2:!'" down" ~.d ov tcuard increased comnetence 1 ~ a more 
"'.i ite~ arec.. .1it :i.in the next t;hree years I hope to tal:e 
a /ear ir. Gcr.Jm ... ~· {probably L Berlin -~ith Gollwi·tzer and 
S~hrey or in Tu' ingen) tl'!.d pursu ... this interest wlth no-.ce 
tLor · "·1c.ss. ~:'hat, i .:.t. · he e 11orgi~.,, • : li·~ r ture 01 
"'-he la .. 1.:'y, bo~·h atholic an. P'.:'."ot~stant . This is t e ost 
excitin0 i;.J.1d. relevant ody of lite at.ure taking shape , in 
tt;y judgmE..'11.;, under \lhe gene!"al area o."' Christi.en ethics , and 
i;t ies i1: sig~1ificantly wi ::h L ~' ·1ssertation stud- on the 
concept o.f ob -d:ence, 1rhih I an btiJ.l wor!ing on. Also l 
a:-1 int,.. ·estucl :_1 o-etting a .anage o-e portion of the Catholic
Protesta11t dialogu3 lite atur e a .. 1d wor in ruore intensively 
on a s u.all pi -ce of that pie, and ~o 1. ere are the Cat.holies 
cloL.g no a significant thi:nk!.il,.lg , t'tin uy judg le:lt , than on t .. he 
l . ~ . a.icy. 

(3) .'bile at f' 4illips, despite ah "v"f teaching load , t have 
somehow managed to eep alive my interests in wr-iting . I just 
finiahc..a. ec!iting six essays on nTile Renewal of the Laity" , 
writtaa by Bill 1eb~er (t:ast I arl m :)rot . I'arish) , Bberhard 
...uel&mr {3ad Boll Evange ische Akad tie) , Bob Raines , Ralp 
.orton (Io1a) , Joe ~:.athews and Art Brandenburg (Community of' 

Lay Scholru:·s) , to be published 'Pis St.:filT.er by the 1.s. ~. During 
this past spring tei"m I have been working on a series of six 
iblo studies on t.1e oiti , t 1e Warlci and the Sacrament, also 

soon to be published by the w. ethodist Board of Eeucation for 
~· e .".s •. ~. :•11 send you a co~ , if you wish, "''hen they arrive. 
r1ore significant ... y , however , I have been working on a prlbtJm§ 
p~oject , orig.in ally done fvL"' the iL.euoodli.lepai:b ehtI"at.lhshir#llle , 
1hich consists of a dialog,11e or conversation between a Aarxist , 
a psychotherapist , a beatnik (repr. popular existentialist position ) 
and a Christian on tra situation of man in a society of abundance. 
which estminster Pross , thanks to Jim Donalson , is interested in . 



TO: ALL MINISTERS 
FROM: THE COMMITTEE ON THE MINISTRY 

Dear Pastor: 

We are seeking to serve you in your ministry in every way we can. The 
many demands on us all make it necessary for us to work together in every pos
sible way to fulfill our ministries. We hope to be able to provide you with the re
sources and materials that will help you most in guiding young people in your local 
congregation toward the ministry. 

Will you please provide the information that is requested and return to the 
State Office for our information? WE WOULD LIKE FOR EVERY CHURCH IN THE 
ST ATE TO RETURN THIS BLANK. If you feel you need to write more information, 
please write on the back of the sheet. 

PLEASE CHECK THE STATEMENTS THAT MOST NEARLY INDICATE WHERE YOUR 
CHURCH IS IN THE GUIDANCE AND RECRUITMENT PROGRAM: 

We plan to begin the D.G.R.S. (Disciples Guidance and Recruitment Services) 
--this fall. 

---We do not know what the D.G.R.S. Program is. 

--We would like to know more about the D. G. R. S. Program. 

--We have counselors who work regularly with our young people in the Youth Pro-
gram. 

We do not intend to take any steps involved in the D.G.R.S. Program. ---

Office in Church 

Name of Church 

Address of Church 

Please return by July 15 to: Committee on the Ministry 

KRC/lw 
7 /1/62 - Monthly Mailing 

c/ o Oklahoma Association of Christian Churches 
Box 3537 
Oklahoma City 6, Oklahoma 



that thi d · nsion of y v cati s 
I l: e 

Joe, if ything 
for any reason, 1 uld certainly rm i the 

oo lo · chat d th yo • you lmow, I think 
iringly of h hole crew an ope1 ti n ich 

I ould 11 e to ep in touch 1~ of r as 
t e il • rith you ;and th . rest. 

Coraially, 

Thomas c. Oden 



MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS 

These set-up meetings are to further introduce the plans to the membership. 
Much more, these meetings will help by getting the program "off the ground". By 
their nature the sessions should be attended by at least 103 of the resident member
ship of the participating congregations. To facilitate this attendance, 20 meetings 
have been spread throughout the state across a 17-day period. 

Dates, places, times of 

SEPTEMBER SET- UP MEETINGS 

Date Place Time Date 

Sept. 11 Ponca City 7:30 p. m. Sept. 20 
First Church 

Sept. 12 Tulsa 7:30 p. m. Sept. 21 
First Church 

Sept. 13 McAlester 7:30 p. m. Sept. 22 
First Church 

Sept. 14 Shawnee 7:30 p. m. Sept . 23 
First Church 

Poteau 7:30 p.m. 
First Church 

Sept. 15 Durant 7:30 p.m. Sept. 24 
First Church 

Sept. 16 Ardmore 3:00 p. m. 
First Church 

Duncan 7:30 p.m. Sept. 25 
First Church 

Sept. 17 Chickasha 7:30 p. m. Sept. 26 
First Church 

Sept. 18 Lawton 7:30 p. m. Sept. 27 
First Church 

Participation Costs 

Place 

Oklahoma City 
First Church 

Clinton 
First Church 

Hobart 
First Church 

Woodward 
First Church 

Alva 
First Church 

Guymon 
First Church 

Vinita 
First Church 

Okmulgee 
First Church 

Broken Bow 
First Church 

Antlers 
First Church 

Time 

7:30 p. m. 

7:30 p. m. 

7:30 p. m. 

3:00 p. m. 

7:30 p. m. 

7:30 p. m. 

7:30 p. m. 

7:30 p.m. 

7:30 p. m. 

7:30 p. m. 

Each church will share the cost by contribm:ing 60¢ per resident member. However, 
there is a maximum of $600. 00. This pro rate participation will make the program 
equitable. 
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