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'1
1han.< VOU f'or· VOU1'' clu cu_• a Jd COffiD1'C>hensi V ~ _l::tter ()f ~OV3~'1bC:' 

22 r ,cap.i.t.ulcit5.ng OU · Lelep:1or1c COllVc .. :sation . 

It L:; w.ltL lnasu1·e ncl interest that I accept yon.c invitatioL 
t be 'tr e spGakcr for the .::>outh Centra_l Jl.G.._··2-or:al .: -:- :'or cshop. 
1 aJ. r. ctl< i1! arran.0 en. 'r1tt1 to 1:h.: presGt1t a t'.e plm1 i11L and 
cc c' ~ng conference ~ a~ch ~-·at C· p Fga: , an' ~ w"ll look 
f .... . . t '-' . , ') l"' orwa_ a vO o .. :nng .:re 1 • .1equoyu.. ii.. Af.~US0 ~-- "'""4' 

11.'he .;:,ellerol tna: .e -,Tnich ;-c/1; 1 ave cho .. ·e~1 , r;. ::.. vi g a~ a Cf-,ristiar; 
in a J··":iciety of A. unda· cc ," ot ":ikes no <13 an insj t)1t.iul , relevant , 
afo1 ~~'f.Ja.!in ~ful -::hoic? . . a~s): e tr at yov,.,. ba~-,ic conce .Gre is 
to inqui ·e icto t.'13 Y'':llevance o ~ -~Le Oi-il'·istia11 messag, :for the 
social , oi;12stic , political , ed lCationa1 , a.r·d ec n ;·deal orders 

i '> ' • ' ~h " ' . • . o ou. a~e , wn.ic:-1 r or~so ., an t~-::0..1 o io <'.'~ 01 Ill81~r_1ry , J s en ag,e 
of abu.1cJance . I nhall take it tc oe ;uy respons:!.bil.:.ty to st.ruggl e 
wit:. th U1 t .. e11e a::.. t c ~_:;::'."ea''.:;est level o!' depch i:·rhic ~ i consistent 
wi.tli t, , rr aturi ty of ny f ello'V'' coi vsr ;::.n-::.s . 

I trust tliat you do not concei·3 cf this workshop a5 me.ely an 
occasi.Jn foi· st~udc~1"!::-s laar:1i::1 i; 31r skills 01, giru •. ~ cks .ro~, the 
oilii1L of local • :T '"1ac.1L1ery . Su..!~.1 ~irnr.1:.d:s nuy be ur.rnf1.J.l , but 
I trust yov 3.i_:-roe that tho ba.3ic challenge and concern of such a 
l eade:cahip confGrence is to r··:~::rn .:uridBJ.uental and serious questions 
about the meaning of human existence aGd relevar1ce of t' e ·.'oi:d of 
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of the Church to the contemporary woY.'ld. I cannot conceal my 
impatience with mu ch present-day so-celled Christian education. 
I am convinced we rnust ris.c raising basic theoloeical questions 
in an intellif; ible way fo r ou-:- young- people if A11erica1~ ,-"ethodism 
is to e-x:pcr i 8·,J.ce the sat".le rer.e-t-'lal of the Chu·cch 1:1 ct{r V .me, 
wr1i ch /l/01·ld - i·dce ccur.1enical Christianit~,r is now experiencing. 

I 1- ,._,k forwar(l. Lo furt'1e.;."' correspondence with you on what you 
hop~ _ ·i~ t tal~u place in the pla:::min.:; and coaching conference. 
I fee~ t1at L would ~enuinely benefit from your counsel on this 
natter . 

!•,y best regards to .·Ct; , to C'1uck _ .owry , who just joined your 
staff, ," nu ot,l 01 s O'l your staf:::' involved. in thin vital tasl<'. 

Y ur"' co-~dial.ly and since oly , 

Tro:·:as c. Oden 

TCO:sf 
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Rash 'lle 2 , Tennessee 

November 29', 1960 

Thank you ~r your clear and compreheJ(sive letter of November 
22 recapitul~ing our telephone conv.irsation . 

It is with plea re and interest yt1at I accept your invitation 
to be the speake for the South }'€ntral Regional MYF Workshop. 
I am making Rrrang ents to be esent at the planning and 
coaching conference , March 4-$ at Camp Egan , and I will look 
forward to being at r.: Sequa a Augunt 2-11 . 

The general theme which have chosen , "Living as a Christian 
in a Society of Abundance strikes me as an insightful , relevant , 
and meaningful choice . as ume that your basic concern here is 
to inquire into the rel ance f the Christian massage for the 
s-oc±~:µ , domestic , poli ical , ed at.tonal,, and economical orders 
of ·our age , which mor so than any ther age of history , is an age 
of abundance . I sh 1 take it to b my responsibility to struggle 
with ·this theme at he greatest leve of depth which is consistent 
with the maturity f my f;;.llow convcrn 

~~t t. l),at "tO,i r,A..Q, .,r+.Q;t,,.aconcei ve of thi ey rkshop . as m~,rely an 
__ !,J?d1i -or w 'fl.11-lf.til#m students learning ew skills ~ or 

gimmTck'!';.for e effective ordering of local ~lYF organizations . 
Such gimmi~k may be useful , but I t .rust you a ree that the : basic 
concern of ch a leadership conference is to r iaza fundamental 
and serious considerations about the meaing of h an existence , and 
relevance o'f the work of the Church to the cntemporiery worl d • . I 
cannot conceal my impatience with much contemporary'sQ-called Christian 
education . I am convinced we must raise basic theoloiical questmns 


