
Oct . 17, 1960 

Dr. Finis Crutchfield 
Boston Ave . ~1 eth. Ch. 
'fnlsa , Okla. 

Dear finis , 

Fore;i ve 111 6 for firing another letter to you before 
you have tine to answer rri.y previous one . 

I ar enclosing a .,1anuscript on Jhich I have been 
worl· in[;, which speaks t _o the question of "The 1reed and 
Prorlise of . iethodist Theology" . Although ad'Tlittedly it 
is a rathe r len~thy and laborious manuscript , I would 
greatly welcome any cownents you might have about its 
thesis or argur-: ent • if it seems worth your tiLe to look 
over . 

This paper has been wrought out of a long and difficult 
struggle of conscience . I a i convinced that the time for 
silence is past , and the time has come f or ·etl dists to 
undergo some serious theolog ical self-scrutiny. Originally 
delivered at t he Great Plains Tlegional LeadershP>p l'raining 
Conference of the ~.s •• at Lake Poi nsett , S. D • . last 
sumi"1er , this paper intends to set forth a program for 
the recovery of our theolq; ical herit;a0 e in , 'ethodis'tl 
in accordance v·rith the 1960 ;~piscopal Address . 

Bef ore this paper is re-draf t ed for publicat i on , 
I would be very f,ratef ul f or your frank response to it , 
if you should have any. If you thin ~< I have stated 
the case in excess at points , or if you think the thesis 
of the paper (that the ! ethod ist heritage stands as a 
judgment and a resource for renewal in conter,iporary 
. ethddl.isrri) is unable to be relevantly assi.milated by 
current popular 1 ethodism, then I would \'.;elcorne your 
critique. I arn L1uch of the opinion that ny work needs 
the scrutiny and wisdome whi ch a practical church theologian 
such as yourself could give it . I hon'?.stly want .ny work 
to be relevant , helpful and fundamentally loyal to the 
, tethodist Church . Frankly, Finis , I think you could help 
me attain this end. 

Edrita and I are fine , and very happy with your new 
situation here. We are expecting a new arrival in April, 
and it is beginning to look like this may be home for us 
for some time. 

With all good wish€s---sincerely, 

'I'homa s C. Oden 



Tltom;;,i.t. C (j Ou en 
EXAMINA'riotJ .ON REINHOLD iHEBUHR Cu!'r11::n.t h:"o.;e Eth:tcs 

Io !s!~m.~iD!o Indicat@ vaJry bt"iofly (in one, sa7lten«.:eJ uhv ·;;l'.o nG.i"''H:": o .. ~~ez1u 
~.1e.s mentionecL, Choos·e fi'\e0 {20 points» o 

Spanish revolution 
Hrom&dka 
Troel.t.sch 

•P~~ "' o <ot f.! """·~ ,. ''""''" y. ,,.K!v :,~\O:' ."fv ... ~-"'-" !... "-:;Joi.""' .... 

W:liJUL Herbe!:'g 
Joh.a'! 'I' o Flynn 

Fe®arel Ed~cation Bill 
Christ~t&"li ty and Cri'sis 
powerless security· 

Giff crd lectur.es 
Ethical-m1iversa.J.L Mea1.:~ia.ni.Si.!I. 

bx·tefly 
II~ Rei nhold Niebuhr uses the follo-"1i ng dual categories I:) Defh1e/the t.E.n.""ru'3 

and indi«:a.t.a how t~ey ara Telated o Choose thl"'fHJ 9 (3.o point~» 

lo natun-ei:fapirit 
2o the ~GllrCJ't',al orgbm:!.~ing pr-inciple cf power /eqniJ U)~'{i!.U:i Of1 
3 o tyrall.1ny / a1uu"~hy 
£....,.a ag@nt /norm 
5" tcmptati~ru/mi~tiety · 
6~ JlOtv'l.:z/j\l.ll~ti:~e 
? o @elfll~\l..~8i.lity./pride 
So ?Hli;l!]!"nJL reiigion/Bibli.r.;al rev3lati©n 

II!o Choos,e onog «20 poi~t~» 

·: .. .) 

lo tfiw:t. i8 t.he the~:it® oi? 'the ·'a.:irticle VtiThe r;~t\.llm{'lfiitnl °l13JIJl'1e ~.!..ltl the UoSo··. 

2 o Indicate a @ingJLe theme tshich l"\\.m~ £'9!!!!1~1°ii1~1J,z thl.""cmgh Nieb~B:ur<J s 
di~©\l.ll~~:i.oo of f®a:iritf1~ l?rote~taut t.:or~h.:i'tp ~ ·tn.e chuu .. ch 11 s C1Jm~r.t'Jl. lead11" ,,. 

B~rth 9 C~th@licd.~m ~Y!ld c2t~1mcikd.fiJmo 

Jrifo Cho©~~ oncg C~O point1~~ 

lo Diu«:!J1s~ ~U.0bMhz-· 9 s mide~a1terading of !i11!.o Ho say8 thr;i t ~in }t~·' 
nin~~itabl~ but not nee~~s~~Y®o E~plaino 

2o Dis~uss Niebuhr 9 s vie~ of §QC.j,ot19 'uith particular attention t o 
the part played by power in social arrangementsa utili~ing 
ill~strati~s f rom his essays to expl ain his thesi~c 


