
Professor H. Richard Neibuhr 
Yale Univ,rsity Divinity School 
409 Prospect 
New Have , Connecticut 

Dear Dr. Neibuhr: 

• ay 5 , 1961 

I ppr ciat a he ring from you. Plea e thin. notning of the mis
placenent of the copy of th Bult ann 1 ~ter , since, of cou se , I 
hav the origin 1 and it i no trouble for e to get another _hoto
copy. I m s ndin you anoth r uch copy enclosed , in case you 
would be int rest d in examining hi response further . 

I am deeply involved in the ha.'lllllering out of th core course n 
Ch istian thics , which I am teaching for th first time this sprin· . 
I dll enclose a yllabus in case you would c re to s e how 1 t has 
shaped up. This suznm ~ I am planning to reserve all my time for re
search and urther in uiry into reas of curiosity to me . I . deep
ly inter sted in the growing edge of xist ntial psych·atry in psychol
ogy in this country and abroad . I am also interested in pursuing 
further my interests in deontological Christian ethic . Bishop 
Ste-ph Neill xamin d my dissert lb and ugg sted that I might wish 
to boil down the Bultrrann and Barth sections to the point where this 
study could become an introduction to my own constructive approach to 
a Christi n thical ob di nee . I am considering doing some further 

ork lon0 t 1 line , nd I w uld ppreciate any suggestions you 
might hav • 

We at Phillips re presently eng ged in the important task of tryin 
to acquire s minary dean who could give scm re lly excellent leader
ship to our commw1ity during the future years . _ You may be interested 
to know that H rndon W gers visit d us last weekend concerning this 
matter and is now deliberating on this possibility. After having been 
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his colleague at Perkins , and after having known him for several 
years , I feel that Herndon could give the kind of academic and 
administrative leadership to this community which would enable 
a new image o theological seriousness to be projected throughout 
the Disciples' Brotherhood. Our faculty hopes very much that he 
will come . 

It w::>uld be a great pleasure to see you and talk with you . I hope 
before too long that it will be possible. 

TCO:sf 
Enc . 2 

Yours cordially and sincerely , 

Thomas c. Oden 




