
P of • • licbard Niebuhr 
1+09 Prospect 
New ~ a.ven , Con . • 

Dear Dr. ti uhr , 

arch 7 , 1960 

y teachin assie,nment at P r~ins this ~ear , thoue;h 
.eavy and diver , has been qui e int restin ,. l bav; 
serve a sort ~f odd-;ob . an . I hav been rop a into 
t uchi • in s v ral portions of th c l:r.riculum or ·mich 
I a'."! not )re ared , s 1ch c.:.S ho .:. t: cs , an adv _c cour e 
in Cbr' stian wors tp , and i1 troduction to p :!.losophy 
{for st de ts wit inadcqua~e pre ara io in that fi ld) . 
ut it has all b en q 'te stimulating and has . pt m n 
iy toes. 

I ·ve ven b en a ked to do some p~ecept·n 1 
pastoral counsel1.ng. Actually on of the out :inte,..est.ing 
act i vi ti es of this year b ga i when several student. , 
finding the .. selves under considerabl str ss , a ked 
for therapy , requested that I help th m a te to 
und rstar themselves better . I a 110•1 acting as 
counselor (ncn-directiv and cli nt-center d) to two 
,broups eeting w ekly for ~roup th rapy . I finding 
all this an extremely interest.in hl.'C §!1 su p e ient to 
ny theological studie • I think 1 . au1 c ine; more and more 
to be concerne :-:ith hurr an q estion rather t n religious" 
questions. 

r,r atly apprecia ed your ~.rt.:.cle n the 
Cent r::t. • I do not re eMber any a icle this 
has elicited such ea.rnest conversation here at er:' j ns . 
I w s surprised and pleased to hear yo spea· of Bultmann 
as you d · • After mrking wit'. his r1ritin s for s v ral 
years , I am p ~suaded tr~t his contribution to ethics is 
an :l:"lportant one . however , under your guidanc , I th:i n 
that I also .ave begun to learn to use some critical tool 
which help me more adequately to ass s his ~ro r. 



I am continuing my studies in reformation theology 
and ethics . I am presently conducting a seminar in the 
Ethics o1 Lu~her and Calvin . I will enclo e a apar 
syllabus which will give you an idea of what w are doing , 
if ycu would· care to look it over . I think it represents 
th ~ro in, edJe of my thinking . Generally , it is the 
o!>sic · itcr-re:i.ationship of indicative and imperative . 
I hop o rieday to be able to write somet.hing on Protestant 
d ontoloey. I am constantly a azed , however , to Jind 
that th0 e;rowin ode;e o-r ,~1y th nkg involves grou.rid 
which has already been covered by others r:.ore capable 
than · , both in the h_ C!v ic 1 tradi-cion and i c t 1porary 
t · oloo-y . 

Teachin0 at Per ins has boen a de r:anding and r. wi11g 
experience for e . One i constantly pres ed by one's 
coll a,?;ues and students :'er .• ore adequate clarifi ation 
of o ' eaning an ore· teg .. ity and co ·ste cy ·n on 's 
tate nts. 

Ple e o ive the l ngthy preface to th 
about ' ich I at down to writ.a you . 

eal matters 

J s you perha s recall , .. y appointment at P rkins 
has e1 HS Visiting Lecturer . In other words , I do not 
plan to be rere e~m nently . l thought I woul ch ck 
with you and see if you kn w of any t Rc'1in po i tions 
for hich I mi ht b qualifie and in whi I m·ght s :vve 
1eaning uJ.ly . 

12 ave sev ral ositions under consid rat ·.on , o e 
of which seems to be a c ear-cut affirmative choice . 
One iC! at 'artford S Minary , wh c a nan is n ed d to 
work half tim B the s min ry and half tim ich Dr . ieter 
Berger in the develop ent of a lay in-=»titut. along the 
lines of the German evangelical acada1nies . I would very 
much appreciate your assess nt of th t s·tu tion if you 
hap en to Imo r anything about it . ther positions ar as 
yet not concrete offers . 1 co not lish to be too choosey , 
but I would li ~e to have otheroopt ions before me if they 
are avai1bable • 

(2 ) Another question on my dis rtat: OL, . Havin carefull y 
co·nbed the manuscript sentence by sente co with Dec 1ard 
Turner , our librarian , see1~ing ao corr ct errors and to 
c st the dissertation in appropriate English style , I gave 
the pag s (100 or so ) whic n eded considerabl, revision 
to the typ:tst . I n,m correctino- the pages w ich needed only 
slight revision , usual lJ erasing and retyping or, the o al id 
master copy . In sore cases I have s~nply crossed out Ger~an 
terms which are the exact {gonaul) equivalent df the English. 



The anuscript is almost ready to be bo nd . y 
question now is , would you like to see the anuscript 
before it is re-bound , or would you advise me to go 
ahea' anQ h ve it re-bound first , and send it in for 
your fLYlal revi ~w . I would appreciate your iudgmant 
on this matter . .ither alternati~e is perfectly satis
factory with me. 

I hope you are f eling we 1 , and I trust that your 
work thi year "'baa""'i lu enu ·n;.;; fruit . ith best 
wicihes I re.1ain , 

our student , 

Thor.as c. Oden 




