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Perkins School o.f T:ie )logy 
Southern Methodist University 
Dallas 5, Texas 
Juve 19 , 1960 

Prof . D. hudolf uultmann 
Calvinstrasse 14 
P.1arburg , a.d . Lahn 
Hessen, # . Germany 

Dear Prof . bultmann , 

I have no doubt that it is somewhat boring 
for you c :'H1stantly to receive plaU(ii ts from persons 
you ha e r ever kncwn a .. 1d will nev~r know. l~evertheless 
I feel constrained to speak a word of gratitud~ for 
your work as a theolop;ian and exegete. 

Th :ew T stament did. not com alive .for me until 
I read your Th'9ology of the t~ew Testament . Professor 
Edward Hobbs , 11ow in Berkeley , California , int roduced me 
to your work. I continued my studi~a at Yalo , whe:ce I 
just recently finished a h . u . thusis in which I exau i ned 
yo ' r under8tanding of Ch~isti i ob....,dience . i-.y diss\3rtation 
was nBitled "The Idea oi' Ub dien cc in Cont 111porary rot 
estant gthics" . I atte!apted to colllpare your thics with 
Barth's ethics . This work was do1 ~ und r .:>rof . II . u.ichard 
Niebuhr . 1 arg ..... that yhuri11plications of your work 
fo_r theological ethics d_..:;. as great as tney re fo:;.~ 
sy stema~ic theology . Yet verf few of your i11terpretcrs 
have be n interested in your ethics . I extedd to you 
a wo r d of thanksgiving for the help you have been to 
ma as a theologian and ethicist . Schubert Ogden is one 
of ny coll eagues here . He had be n very helpful to llle 
·in my attempt to understand your theological progra.11 • 

., B'e assured that • because of your . worJ>: , .nany thE!ologians 
· ,._ ·in American have gained a new understanding of t heir task • . ; .. \ 

If you would care at all to look over my discussion 
·,_~ " of your ethics • I would be ~lad either to s end you a copy 
... of my dissertation for your personal library , or I would be 

glad to send you that portior.. of it in whi ch I attempt to 
scrutini ze your con ception of obedience (some 160 pages) . 
I~ would please me very much to have your corrunent on 
th~" adequ cy of my analysis and constructive thesis . 

After July 15, my address will be Phillips 
Graduate Seminary , Enid , Oklahoma . If you would write 
me either here or there, it would please me very much 
to provide you with a copy of my inquiry into your 
et hics, i f you would wish to see it . With all good 
wishes, I am 

Yours with gratitude and respect, 
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