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I have always seen myself as an "artist in ministry." I believe 
those people who participate in our music program to be "artists 
in ministry" as well. We should always strive to give our very 
best, but we should balance that musical excellence with liturgical 
meaning and ministry. Everything that we do artistically should 
be measured theologically, Biblically, and liturgically as well. 

The medium of music, especially in the church, can increase the 
power and effectiveness of our ministry in the world. In this time 
and place we can remain related to people and through a ministry 
dedicated to musical excellence, we can continue to do Christ's 
mission and ministry. Church musicians should seek to release the 
power of music which can heighten the effectiveness of the church's 
ministry in the world. We try to envision ourselves to be worship 
leaders, not musical performers, and therefore keep our vision 
focused on ministry among ourselves and to others. 

I continue to be impressed with the spirit and dedication of those 
involved in our music ministry here at Duke Memorial United Methodist 
Church. We continue to believe in a graded choir program for 
children which includes the Carol Choir (K-grade 1) and Wesley 
Singers (grades 2-5) as well as a youth choir (grades 6-12). Our 
bell choir ministry continues with JOYbells (grades 6-12) and the 
Bethany Bells (adults) who not only provide musical leadership within 
our worship services but carry that ministry to the community through 
various extra musical programs. Our adult choral program includes 
the Celebration Singers and the Sanctuary Choir. Both of these 
groups continue their leadership roles in the worship life of this 
church through regular participation in Sunday morning worship, 
as well as extra musical programs throughout the year. We have 
also begun to work closely with the Liturgical Dance groups for 
adults and youth which add to our worship life on a regular basis. 
We are continuing our "Artists in Ministry" Concert Series begun 
in the spring of 1994. 

We ask for the continued support of the congregation with their 
prayers as we seek a deepened awareness of God's presence, and the 
Spirit's guidance in our program. We also ask the entire 
congregation to take an active role, not merely to be passive 
spectators, in the worship life at Duke Memorial Church. God is 
at work in and through us, and we must be ready to respond and grow 
together as we are challenged to help bring in the Kingdom of God 
in this place. I would also ask for the congregation's prayers 
for those involved in the music program as we work together to 
recognize God's plan for our ministry. 

Your servant in Christ, 




