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Council on Ministries has \Vitnessed to God's presence and has responded in many 
concrete ways to God's promptings. God. through Christ. gave to the church the task of 

feeding the hungry and clothing the naked. God. through Christ. sent the disciples out to 

make other disciples and to baptize in the name of the Father. Son and Holy Spirit. Jesus told us 

to love our neighbors as ourselves and also gave us a clear mission when he warned that what 
we do for the least among us. so we do for Him . vVhen we feed. clothe. shelter and love our 

neighbors, we feed. clothe. shelter and love Christ. As Christians. our purpose is to love God 
and be in fellowship with God. This we do through our ministry. 

Council on Ministries has engaged itself collectively and communally in the mission God 
has given us. As the programming body of Duke ivlemorial. we have faithfully abandoned the 

busy-ness in \Nhich \Ve are tempted to engage in favor of meaningful discernment of our task at 

Duke memorial for our community of faith and neighborhood. lvly report 'Nill focus on the 

ways in which Council on Ministries has ministered within our congregation and in our larger 
community. 

With the new year. Duke Memorial returned ro the Discipline's outline of a full Council 
on ivlinistries. \Vith a chairperson for each committee. While some were more active than 

others. the Council as a whole was effective in its planning and carrying out the ministry of the 
church within our church and outside our block into the Durham and global communities. 

Organizationally. Council on Ministries adopted a bi-monthly' meeting format which. although 
it was more difficult to plan further ahead. better used our time and enabled the committees to 

do a. better job planning their tin1e. 

\Ve formed a \ r[ission Statement Committee v,-hich. over several months. faithfully met. 

prayed. discussed and wrote our new ivfission Statement. Its approval by Council on Ministries 
,md Administrative Board was a. significant step for us since the l,1st staternenr was LTude in the 
l 9 8 0 · s. Our lvlission Sraternen t reflects our belief~ about God's first giving grace to llS, Goel' s 

calling us to ministry and our [aithful resptrnse. Our Mission Statement c.1lb lls to L·espon.d tu 
God's gifts and blessings outside ourselves. 

0 ttr response du L·i ng l 9 CJ 4- h,ts a rich \-,trier y of expression . \Vit h l he crisis in housing 

for homeless families. Duke Mernorial a.greed to open its ronms fnr the [nrerfaith Hospitality 

NH work . \Ve ,tn rici p,ue u >nL in u ing r his rn in ist !"> hr vvorkin g fr>r a pPrn«tnent sult 1 Lion to 1 l1is 





problem in Durha.m. We ha.ve been a. faithful presence in the West End neighborhood a.s tha.t 

community works to overcome its problems; we ha.ve hammered and ma.rched in solidarity vvith 

the residents a.ga.inst the drugs which plague the area.. We ha.ve tu to red the children and 

worked in their summer ca.re progra.m a.nd provided willing ha.nds, hearts and ma.teria.ls for the 

a.rt experiences. 'vVe ha.ve rea.ched out to our police officers a.cross the street. given office spa.ce 

to DCIA a.nd the St. Andrews Gleaning Project. We continue to sha.re in the mission of the 

community shelter, Genesis Home and the Urba.n Ministries Center. !vla.ny of our members, 

through their a.ffilia.tion with Duke Memorial. a.re regulars who work a.t the Mission Society a.nd 

cook a.nd serve mea.ls a.t the shelter. These ministries a.re nurtured by the relationships of our 

members a.nd sta.ff with these communities in the ministry setting. 

Globally, we ha.ve continued some of our outreach a.nd ha.ve a.dded to our mission focus. 

'vVe continue to support the Heifer Project and the B la.nket Project. 'vVe responded to the ca.11 for 

disaster relief. We ha.ve lea.med a. lot a.bout our sister church in Peru with which we a.re in 

covenant a.nd ha.ve supported the mission trip fully . 'vVe have given our endorsement and 

support to the Wesley Heritage Foundation which is working on the tra.nsla.tion of the works of 

John Wesley into Spanish . 'vVe continue to support a.nd pray for our missionaries. During our 

mission saturation weekend, we hosted the Foglema.ns and heard a.bout their work in Africa.. 

Our congregation is more a.cutely a.ware of its need to respond to the opportunities which we 

a.re given to minister to those farther a.way. 

Council on Ministries has continued to be willing to step out in fa.ith . La.st summer, 

Duke tvlemoria.1 successfully sponsored its tlrst a.11 summer da.y ca.mp. The members a.nd sta.ff 

who brought the program to fruition worked faithfully to consider the needs of the children. 

The result wa.s a. summer of fun a.nd God's Spirit for those involved. Va.cation Bible School. the 

day ca.mp week a.t Chestnut Ridge and the a.ll summer da.y ca.re were three important ministries 

for the children. The important qua.lity they sha.re is their in vita.tion to children outside Duke 

Memorial. 

Duke !vlemoria.l continues to disciple its youth. Our confirmation class bega.n during 

Lent a.nd will continue to meet until Ea.ster of 199 4 . This has been a. time of discipleship for the 

confirma.nds and a time of reaching out to others. Through their experiences in confirmation, 

this class ha.s been in ministry also . They have visited the Retirement Home. planted flowers in 

beds a.round the church. a.nd engaged in other service activities while learning a.bout the Wesley 

family and how the Annual Conference works . 

God also h,ls commanded that vve love God. W e love God by lea.ming a.bout God and 

growing in our faith . Toward nurturing our faith. a. partnership of clergy and laity sta.rted two 

very important ministries for the Christian journey at Duke Memorial: Disciple Bible Study and 





Covenant Discipleship. Two groups of Disciple a.re well into the thirty-four week commitment 

of intensive Bible study a.nd three pilot Covenant Discipleship groups have been meeting and 

watching over each other in love since January. Sunday's altar call from Rev. David Lowes­

Watson brought 5 4 adults and 16 youth to begin new groups which vvi.11 build their spiritual 

muscle. 

God calls us to be in community \'Iii.th all of God's people. This year. Duke memorial and 

St. Mark A.M.E.Z. Church have shared times oflove. fellowship and preaching. As we continue 

to nurture this relationship faithfully, we \'lli.ll continue to live out the coming of God' 

kingdom on earth, when all God's children will love ea.ch other. 

Reflecting u pan this report, one theme seems to be "continue". Duke Memorial is truly 

on the Christian walk. It is a walk of one step at a time, some back, some forward. but 

continuing on in faith, accepting the love of God and returning that love from God into its 

relationship with its community and with God. So many times we wonder if we are doing 

enough. especially when we see so many of our congregation hurting and when we see 

the lines of the hungry and homeless lengthen as we work harder and harder to feed and shelter 

more and more. God calls us to love God. God does not call us to look for the end of the line; 

God calls us to love him and have faith that God will provide a.11 we need to serve the ne..'{t one. 

And we will continue. 





Christ. 

Duke Memorial United Methodist Church 

Mission Statement 

Approved by the Mission Statement Task Force 

June 6, 1993 

Because God graciously creates and redeems us, we live in the world as the body of 

In gratitude, we accept the privilege and responsibility to share God's grace within our 

church. our neighborhood, and the world. 

Because God has made us partners in the corning of God's reign. we seek to be faithful 

in our discipleship through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

In gratitude, we accept the call. as instruments of God's grace, to challenge our culture 

and to seek justice, serving the oppressed and the poor. 

We covenant with each other to be in mission where life is broken; we celebrate with 

ea.ch other where life is transformed and made whole. 




