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It secas appropriate that in colobrating the fifiisth
anniversary of the founding of Duke labhodist Episscepel Chuych
Scuth thet some one should lvs @ few of the hisdtovien) faste.
Thie hes fallen to my lcit.

The history of any church is far frem couplots without
giving ccasthing of it's finances, something of 1t's welus o
the commmily, end someihing of the spirituel walues of it's
membership. 411 of thess fusters are sc ¢losely related that
one cexmot be memtiomed to the emelusion of tho othera. Thi
brivgs a difficulty on the party ettespiing to write the histery,
becanse thore are o many people invelvad, as well o3 eo many
interoste that sume are of necessity ovorlocked, and eftem those
porsoas not nantioned feol noglected. PFifty years hawe passad
since this chureh was ¢vtablichod ernd the writer is move than
aovenly years of age; and comsoquantly hinm samory is not pérfear%
and ko greatly fears that ilems ond nomer will be anitted thnt
should be nentioned, end he here anks Pforgiveness for auwy
epparent omimslons. He should like to mendien every persen who
m any pert ia the -sgta.bliabzmt end proemotion of the church
and Sunday Schools tut ihis will be impossitls. BSop pleass
ramenber thet his heart is right bt his wevory may be bad.

This paper covers the poried frem August 15, 1502 te
Vay 1920, On the latter date, owing to oy moviug fmvnuke to
énter btusiness for mysell,; sy membershipy wae Irenclferred snd my
membership on your bourd of trustices and stewards as well as
superintendent of the Sunday Sechsol was ploced im the hands of

other mexnbers of your church,



The bveginning of the town of Duke really started Axagﬁai; 18, 1902,
On that date Fraak P, Tate, civil engineor in charge, brought ms fvam
Dunn to a epot in fromt of where your benk now stande, and said
“Hre. Yarbrough, here is where we ars going te Muild tho mill.® At
thot time the land wae coversd with the protiiest forest of lang leaf
virgin pine that I have over sesn. Very soon ws were converting this
forest inte dwellings end laying the foundatious for thae mill tuildings,

Early in 1903 a few of the dwellings wore finmished emd peoﬁla boges
moving in, seeking work of amy kind, hoping later to sesurs Joba in the
mill. In the epring of this year, 1903, & uniocn Sunday Schosl was
ovganized. A fow monthe later the Baptiet withdrew and started a
Sunday School of their owm. Thie taok a large mumbder from the envoll-
ment of the union School.

When we started building hers the place had no name and we bogen
calling it Erwin in honor of Yr. ¥. 4. Frwin who at that time was at
the head of the mille. But, when the Covermment wanted a8 poet office
hers and asked for a neme the offiecisls of the mill decided to houer
the Duke family who were largely responsidble for the mills coming hers,
and nemed the town Duke. Tharefore the church was called the Duks
Vethedist Church. Later, when the Dukes sndowed Trinity Colliege
heavily and chenged the name to Duke Univarsity, it wes decided to
drop the nzme of Duke here and chunge the namwe to Erwin. The
dmnual Conference meeting in Durham on November 10, 1926 changed
the name of your church to Ervin.

The North Caroline Conferenss of the Usthodist Episcopal Church
South soon took notice of the growth of the town which wes then eslled

Duke, and at it'es amuusl meeting in Goldsboro on Nevembsr 30, 1903

formed a eireuit called the Duke ¥ission componed of five churches wvizs
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Benson, Angier, Llevuiion, Pleasawt Plains, zud Duks. Thors wera
only two chureh buildings on the cherge. Omne at Benson and one ab
Plessant Plains.

Barly in the yecr of 1904 the Hethodist, elewen in nunber,
withdrew from the union Sunday School and om Pebruary 6th organised
the Duke eothodist Church and the Duke Vethodist Sundey School.
Eliszabeth Womble wne named orgemist znd sevcrstary. The firet
quartorly confersnceo of the Duke Mission which was held on February
20, 1904 at Bemson; N. C. with Rev. J. B, Hurlsy, presiding elder,
and Rev, W. A. For'm. pastor in itharge, rocognized and confirned
these organizations and elected J. J. Vomble otoward of the chureh
end E. S. Yarbrough wperix:tmdmt of the Sundey School. OF the
eloven masbers of this new church, the Womble femily furnished
foury J. J. Womble, Vrs. Jde Womble, his wife, mnd Elisabsth and
Cora his two deughters.

The firet sormon of the Duke Church was prsmched on
February 27, 1904, by Rev. V. A. Forbes, in the picker room of the
Numbor Two mills. Two boxes of elsctric light fistures wors properly
arranged for the pulpit. From then until the summer of 1905 serviess
Tor both church and Sunday School were held in a2 dwelling near the
present Baptist Church,

The quarterly econference on May 21, 1904 slected J. J. Vomble
and E. 8. Yarbrough as trustses and members of a building committoes
for the proposed churech at Duke., In the curmer of 190& the metunl
work was otertod on the building of thim, your church., The Bright
Jewels Society aided by sudbseripiions raised $516.47. On September
10th The Erwim Cotton Mille Company sent e cheel for $100.00 and o

1little later ¥r. B. N. Duke sent & chack for 3500.00.
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By the end of the yeer the building was up with the roof on and

the doore end windows iz pluce. The Erwim Cottom Mills Company

had given us the bt 100 feet square but the desd was not mads

until May 20, 19207 when tl;o property was deeded to W. M. Crawford,

V. P. Hol%, R. H. Kmigh%, £. R. Thomae und E. 3. Yarbrough, Trusieces
of The lethodiet Episcopal Church South at Duke, Harnott Countly,

North Carolins. The decd was filed for registration on Augmet 15, 1907
and recorded im book 169, page 156, in the office of the Raglstar of
Desds of Harnetit County at lLillingtom.

The inrual Conference met et Hendersom om Nevember 30, 1504
and Rev. ¥. &, Forbes veported five churches wvith o total membere
ahip of 142 and receipis of $147.00 for his ealary. On November
11, 1904 E. 8. “'arbrough wee elested to the boaurd of stewsrds end
attended the anmial ecnference at lenderson to azk the mission board
for help in paying the minister's salary. The boerd granted 200,00
for this purpose for 1905.

On May 27, 1905 R. H. Knight wze sleocted to ths board of
trustess in the place of J. J. Womble, who with hiz family woved
from Duke. On the seme dnte Dr. W. P. Holt was electod to the
board of stewerds -nd on November 28%th the name of W. M. Crawford
appears on the bonrd.

The first services held in the church btuilding wore in
September 1905,

At the first quarterly mceting of 1906 which was held at
Duke Januery 27th. The board of trustecs was enlarged smd the
following were made memberss F. H. Knight, E. S. Yarbrough,

Ve Ve Crawford, W. P. Holt end S. N. Betts. At the fourth quarterly
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sonferencs held on October 6th of the some year the name of
E. Re Thomas wrs added.

By this time the church and Sunday School were well
 orgenized nnd doimg splemdid work. Our minister kad to give a
grent deal of time to the other four churches end we missed
him greeily. 4s our membership increased we saw the need of a
full time minister sc we asked Angier to joim im and raise enmcugh
money bstween ue o that we could hevs the pastor just for the two
churches. Angier agroed end we raised our poagter's salary and
succeeded in getting the mill owwers teo give us assisitance along
this line. Ue pushed our couse and the smnual conforsnce of 1910
made the chrnge and the nome was Duke station and no longer o
mission. Angier wns given one Sundey and Duke the rest of the tims.
The minister continued to live at Duke.

Two grondmothers told me recently, while tslking with them
about the sarly days of Duke Church, to bs sure to mantion the
Christmas tree which we had et Christmas ¢ime in 190%. Thoy suid,
"It was the pretiiest Christwas tree thet we sver sew and the
church woe never decoranted more im keeping with the Chrietmse timﬁ.“
They nad helped with the decorztioms and the trec end were richt.

It wvas a great ocecsion for the church and the folks talksd sbout it
for a long time. Each yoar thereafter they asked for amother
Christmas tftg. It wes remerkable what an influence this tree had
on the incroase of membership in our Sunday School,

The borrd of stewvards nnd trustess working together spent much
time in uilding up o sirong orgenizetion for both the church end the
Sundry School. It is now interesting to read some of the reports of

the ministers to the quarterly conference. They epeak of the interest~
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ing and excellent orgrmizations. In 1912 cur Sunday Scheol became
a standard school. I% met 2ll of the requiremcnts of the Sunday
School board of the smmual eomferemco. There were ouly ihree such
gchoocls in the entirs stsde. Our Sunday School was renlly the chureh
ot work and through it the mejority of the new members were brought
inte the chureh. OSepiember 13, 1913 Rew. Frank Culbreth reporting teo
the guarterly conference stated: “Our Sundey School at Duke ies wall
orgrrized =nd is one of tho most interssting schools thst I heve
gvor attended.® In making a ai.mhar report on tlerech 7, 1914 he erid,
“The Sunday School at Duke is well orgenized and ag well mensgoed as

any Sundey School thet I know anything ebout. It has all of the

depavtments regquired in tho standerd of sxcellencs of our church and

is therefore a stendnrd school. Ve not only have the deparimentsz,
bt are vorking through them and find the results o be vory sctisfactory.”

Kany efforte were put forth to inursase our membership in the
Sunday School. You might cell them drives and under such cccasions
ocur membershiy wnuld increase, but soon the atiendence would drop
back to slmost nerwel. Thess drivss had a terdemcy to take pupils
from other Sunday Schools and we did not think it quite right.
Thorsfore, we did not look with great fovor on memborehip drives.
The last I remember wos in 1918 and we cnlled it "Over the top®.
Our enrollment wae 180 nnd we wented i1t doubled. It A4d, but somm
Mﬁled to the faithful ones.

In the very first yenrs of Duke it wus found thet members of the

church, not only of the Methodiat Church, but of any church made
botter citizens, and better workers in thatever culling they wers

engnged. The wmill owmers were ewars of this faet and throew their
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influence toward the churches. Then o good worker im the mill wos
singled out for some spesicl record it wos always found that he waw
a member of one of the churches. Im thoms deys people who worked in
mills did not mind movieg from cne town to another end of sourse
this was alweys a loss to the nill and to the femily moving. PFor
many reasonsg cur chux;ch secmed to get a strong hold on it's membars
znd we found that the movement frem ploce to place smeng our member-
ship was et a minimem., Movy heads of families have come to mo
#tating that they had good offers from swoiher town and were thinke
3;118 about moviug but they just could not give up our church.

Ure W. Ao Erwing in those daycv head of the mills, ceme to Duke
ofien and alvaya asked about the progress of our church and et timee
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would ask me to take him to our prayer meeting on Vednesdsy nighte.
Ho wae mch dwterested in the welfars of the chureh and cur ministers.
lre Do No Duke came with others om a visit te Duke in 1906 and
seked me to toke him to soe the church. He had comtrihuted a tohud
of $51,000.00 towards the bullding fund. He notised that the iuside
of the chureh had not boen painted and this seemed to worry hiu and
he questioned me as to why it was not painted. Finelly ¥ had to®l1
him that we just did not have the money. He bivught the subjest w
ot lunch thet day and asked me what it would cost to do the paianting
and I told him $155.00. There were oleven visitors at the Yable, all
of whom had come with the Dukos for the visit. lir. Duke asked me to
got a pencil end paper. Thenm hs ¢olled the names cnd said, “Pui
down Buck 325.00, that wae his brother J. B. Duke; put down Bi1
Erwin §10,003 Jim Southgate }10.00; Billy 0'Brien 310.00 nnd thus he
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wont round the toblo and shen heo had finiehod we otill lscked J15.00.
“Put Buck down {40.00 nnd that will paint your church inside.® Hext
woek chocke smounting to $155.00 came and our church was soon painted
ineide. T¢ was ilr. B. N. Duke who gave ua 3100.00 snnusliy tof
several yvears when the chursh was changed from o mission fo & station.
0f course the will gave us a howme for the pastor fran the deginning
rent frese. Thess gocd folka sosmed always to keep in close teudl
with what our ehurches wore deing. It was a wonder to me how well
they kept posted and bow generously thoy rewponded %o our needs.
Finapcu play a big part in any orgenization end the church is
no exception. In the very begimming of the Duke Church the officimls
decided to handle all effairs pertaining to finances and let the
minister dovote his full time and attention to the spiritual welfowe
S5d work. Tros the very first the church reeturer was instrusted to
tell the ministor thot he meed not worry chout finences. Thut his
salary mld bo peid monthly and that all comference ecllections
would be pnid long before he was rendy to leave for conference.
Furthormore shouid ony extra eulls come for money he should dury then
over to the boord and it would sse thot the necessary amount would be
raiged. In chocking the records it wus found that thers had mot boen
a single year that the protor's salury wos not paid in full and meny
times over puid and all conferemce colieetionz wers likewise paid inm
full. Our minteters were much ploased with this astion and often stated
that it wes e great relief not to bs worried about finances and thed
it gave them a great deal more time to handle the zpiritual life of the
churche. Alio. thet it wes o groat relief not %o have to mention money
while in the pulpit. The good effect of this was refleoted in the lives
of the church members.

CarT
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Time after time things heppomed to indicate that the spiritual
status of the church wae sxcellent. CFf course thie showed in the
individuel members. It is well to mention ome or two imstevces.
Ye K. Crawford, one of the outstanding stewards, end whose son
H%:;bert, mode & mdarful secrotary for many years, wns asked how he
could raise church money so easily. le replied, "I never let a day
go by that I de nol say somothing %o some cne nbout his soul'sg A
aalﬁation end his spirituel life. This keeps his heort right, and when
his heart fs right thore is no difficulty in collecting money. é.lms
put the spirituval sids sbove the money probleme.®

On anothor occosion our vemermble friend and them member of the
bonrd of stewards, D. W. P. Holt told me that alweys immedistely after
attending o mother bringing a child into ths world he got down on
his knoes and thanked God for the safe delivery. On oncther ceensien
Ed Thomas walA gsiricken with Pneumonia ond in those days this was slmest
always fatal. Dr. liolt hed done all that he eculd in a medical way
and then went to our minister and said, "Brother Brown, Ed Thomees is
seriously 311l and I hove dons o1l that I can for him and unless God
intervenes he will die. Plsese go out into the woods end gel down on
your knees cnd proy for him.® Ed Thomes pot well snd is with us Zodey.

One of cur revivals wrs approaching ond we seleeted whet we thought
to be twelve of the most spiritusl men in our church end decided to hold
a secrel proyer meeting each night for twelve nighte Just preceeding
the revival. Each person was to hove cﬁﬁrgo of the service one night.
Tb; lnst night was set a.part for apirif@l testiﬁav.iee. Thes » ﬁezﬁmom!ec
revealed o wonderful menifestation of ths Christain spirit, God was
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with ue and we felt his prosence. TYeung Will Stepheus was the last
%o speak. Ye was n thorougly comeecrated christien and when he voss
to speak, stood for s minute by the orgam inm silence. His face wes
radiant and vheon he spoke kis voice was thet of determinndtiom. He
proached the bipgest sermon in the fewest words that I have ever
heerd. He wee smphotic in both manner and words aw he said, "I
ecan't sperk for Jesus, but I can stend up for Him." Will sst dowm.
No one spoke. Ve felt nearer the Upper Roow tham ever before. Framk
Wil:zon rose and started singing *Stemnd Up Vor Jesur™. The song was
over. The btenediction pronounced. Iwvery one lgi‘t quiotly oxcept for
a "good night*®. The next doy our minister Reve. Framk (ulbreth, whe
knew nothing of the prayer service, for we did met tell hinm or our
wvives thot we were holding the services, enme to we end seid, “thers
io something in the nir th:t tells ms thet we are going %o have the
bast rovival that we have ever had. I do met know whet 1% is but I
just feel it.® Ve did hewe the bost meeting thet we hed ever held
and when the doors of the church werse cpened, for new members, our
membership woe increased by fifty peresut, snd some went to wiber
churshes. Will Stephens is now the lesding wen in his church end
community up in the Semd H4llw of North Carolina. Theee are 3uit
some instences of the rovelation of the spiritual life of the church
members and many mere could be ousily related.

This christian spirit develsped in the esrly days of your church
wagy, and still is, felt in your comnmity :nd the seed sown 'h: those
‘daye have sprung up and givon ¢ wonderful horvest for good. Thia
harvest is still growning as the vears go by, Some of the childram
and grandchildren of those good members are still in your church play-
a big part in the orgrnization srd thseir influonce is for the best in
life.
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Strong young men heve embored the business field hewe and
elsevhore and are exevting a chwiotisn intlusnce in ths cpevration
of their prréicular business. Others have entered the armed services
and where ever their lots hawe earried them ape letiing their
religion be felt among their assosintos. Young woman heve marricd
and movad to othor peits of the eoumbry and the training thas thay
voceived in your church end Sunday Schoel is siill making thes oute
standing lsaders in their commumitios. llere I would like to wewtion
two woman es illustrations, Luey Williams married Jlorenss Pos snd
moved to Ussl Durhem. Edna Abewmerithy moved to Bast Durhms ond
married Murphy Boyd. Lucy is now a renl leader ameng the vowen of
her church ena ¢iviec 1ifo in her community and Ndme is deing &
similer good work and iz en cubstanding women in Bast Durbem. Bath
‘beve brougit up femilies who are following im their footsteps. Both
of these women look with pride upon the Graiming resoived here in
your church. Iiyy others have done likewise and could be mmtloned
with pride but iless ere cnough to give you an instght into whet
early religlous training will do.

llusie played a wonderful pert in the 1ife of your early chuweh.
Good mueic io aimost as importent as is o good sormon. Ssrymons are
often preached through musie. Musie stire the senl. Our church hed
organists end choir direstors who knew how %o selact and presant souge
and hymns that m enthusissn and purpose to the services., Ono out-
m characteristic wes their faiihfulnsss in the performemes ef
their duty. as Md bafores Ilizabeth Tomble wes the firet organist
for both church and Sundsy School. Othere, and they may not be
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mentionsd in the order im whieh they served, nnd sows may have
served vho are not meniionsd were es followss Hoga Thompson,
Rosa Thomas, Bme Ivey, Mrs. Frank Culbreth, Loulse Goddy and
lirs. Elisabeth Holt. For many yeers Frank Wilsen directed ho
choir. He resigred im 1216 but xoturned snd resumed hie yood werk
in 1922. Joseph Core was director during this peried. Both did
excellent work. Will Jolly end Frank Wilson were pood with thely
cornets and for a long while played in our choir. Joseph Core wes
& specielint in arrenging quartets, both mals snd mixsd and then
had them do wonderful worke G
. One othor ssrvice comeeted with your eariy church was ’

Tuesday night prayer service for mem omly. The stiemdaves was sood
‘end the mostinge doveloped imto veal ezporience gatherings in wideh
practically all took part. .Ror'ameu. are gade in the querterly
conforsuce records as to the good etiaendancs and ths participation
in the progrzms of thess services, and as to their wvalue in develop-
ing the spiritual 1ife of the men of the cosgrogatics.

Hinisters who served this church from it's orgenisatiom to 1920
wvares
1. Rev. ¥. A. Forbes 1903-1904

2. Rev. J. M. Daniels 18051908

3; Rev, W, C, lortin 1909-1910

4. Rev. Fronk Culbreth 1911-1914

5. Lave Ko Ao Osborne 1215

6. Rave W, L. Lioness 1916~1917

7. Reve W. E. Brown 1918

8. Rev. R, F. Taylor 1919

9. Rev. N. ¥. MoDoneld 1920
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~ 8o your church wee orgemized on Februery 6, 1904 with eleven
membere end has grown steadily to ii's prosent membsrship. & all
times it has been a leading religious orgamiszetiom of the entirve
commmnity end hes shed it's influenee in weny other ploces “m the
Mo and netion. Tt's members have been outwianding in their

spiritual lives, working members and ective in civic life, and
especially excellemt in troining thelr own children. You have
WMaﬁmboardortmltoaand stewards and your pastora
boen unsurpassed for their integrity and faitbful scervicwes.
| “X love thy kiugdom Lord, :
The house of thime abode
The church our blest Redemmer ssved
Vith His own procious blood.¥
Yoy God bluss you, and OUR CHURCH,









