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PREFACE.

The General Conference of 1852, at its session of May 20,

passed the following resolution, (Journal of General Confer-

ence, 1852, page 62,) :

—

" Resolved, That the Book-agents at New-York be, and
they hereby are directed to publish the Journals of the

General Conferences of the Methodist Episcopal Church,

from 1800 to 1836 inclusive."

And on a subsequent da}' (May 25, Journal page 81) the

conference passed the following :

—

''Resolved, That the conference order the Book-agents to

prefix to the volume of Minutes of the General Conference
all the extant minutes from the organization of the Church
up to 1800."

The first resolution is fully obeyed in the present volume,
which contains the Minutes of all the General Conferences

from 1796 to 1836 inclusive.

The second resolution is understood to apply to Minutes
of the General Conferences only. Up to the year 1792
the Church business had been conducted in the annual

conferences, the minutes of which are printed in the bound
minutes, (so called) always kept on sale at 200 Mulberry-

street. The Christmas Conference of 1784, at which the
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Church was folly organized, may indeed be considered as a

General Conference, but I can find no minutes of its session

except those printed in the set above mentioned (Vol. 1,

page 21) as part of the " Minutes of the Annual Conference

for 1785." A full account of the doings of the conference,

with the Discipline ordained by it, may be found in Bangs'

"History of the Methodist Episcopal Church," (vol 1, pp.

151 218.)

The Minutes of the General Conference for 1792 were

never printed to my knowledge, nor can I find the original

copy. Those of 1796 were published in a compendium

form which is now reprinted.

J. M'Clintock.
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INUTES

GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

BEGUN AT BALTIMOEE ON THE 20 TH OF OCTOBER, 1796, AT

WHICH THOMAS COKE AND FEANOIS ASBimY PRESIDED.

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

IN THE UNITED STATES.

Most Beloved Brethren,—We present to you in a sep- a. d.

arate tract from our form of discipline the result of our ^'^"

deliberations, as an appendix to the form, which may
be either bound or kept with it. We can truly say, that

we have been fearful of making alterations. We have made
none which we do not believe to be highly necessary, or

evidently useful. We have also added, as briefly as may
be, our principal reasons for eveiy minute. Ovu" grand
object is to raise and preserve a holy and united people.

Holiness is our aim ; and we pay no regard to numbers, but

in proportion as they possess the genuine principles of vital

religion.

We think we have been as cautious as the nature of our

case vnW admit, to prevent hasty innovations. We have,

therefore, on a fonner occasion, confined solely to the Gen-
eral Conference the work of revising our form <jf discipline,

reserving for the yearly conferences the common business

of the connexion, as directed by the form. Our General

Conference is held once only in four years, and it is open
to every preacher in full connexion. Every such preacher

has, therefore, ample time to weigh every subject of im-

portance, to consult upon it with all his friends, and to be
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^„^. present at the General Conference, to give his vote, as well

as declare his sentiments at large. Or he may deliver his

thoughts, in confidence, to one or more of his brethren, vrho

intend to be present. For in our General Conference we
have, in some degree, a representation of our ministry in

every state.

We have no view, brethren, in anything we do, but your

spiritual and eternal happiness, and the enlargement of the

kingdom of God. But we are very fallible creatures, liable

continually to err ; and therefore we want, and earnestly

entreat you to grant us, your frequent and fervent prayers,

that the Lord, by his divine grace, may keep us from error

;

or when we do err, may, by his providence and almighty

power, prevent those evils which our mistakes might other-

wise produce.

We are your affectionate brethren.

The General Conference.
«

Signed in behalf, and by order of the Conference,

T. Coke,
F. ASBURY.
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THE ADDRESS OF THE BRITISH CONFERENCE TO THE

GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE PEOPLE CALLED METH-

ODISTS, IN AMERICA.

London, August 1, 1796.

Dearly Beloved Brethren,—With real pleasure we em- a. d
brace tbe present opportunity, by means of our highly ^^®*

respected brother, the Rev. Dr. Coke, of srreetinrr vou, in Address of the
.1^ <. Tjjr--xii British Confer-
the name ot our common Lord, and oi convmcmg you that ence.

we still remember you in love, and have your peace and
prosperity greatly at heart.

When we consider the Church of Christ as one body,
composed of true believers over the whole earth, animated
by one spirit, and hastening to one glorious kingdom, to

spend eternity together, we cannot but lament the discord

and divisions which have been made by means of the god
of this world amon^ the professors of Christianity.

To say nothing of the dreadful effects of persecution, the

principles of which we sincerely detest, we grieve to observe

the mischievous consequences of bigotiy and party rage.

We hope there is a more liberal spirit gone forth, and
that the period is swiftly approaching, when universal love

will unite all the members of Christ's mystical body, and
put an end to strife and confusion.

We are influenced thus to hope, from the conduct of

infinite wisdom, in choosing instruments to carry on his

work, so much resembling those our blessed Sa^dour chose

to propagate primitive Christianity.

In the mean time we see it our indispensable duty to

guard against the spirit of lukewarmness and infidelity,

which, under the appearance of candour and liberality, is

doing irreparable mischief to pure religion, by aggrandizing

human reason, feeding the vanity of the carnal mind, and
increasing a criminal conformity to the world.

We see an absolute necessity of strictly adhering to our
first principles, by firmly maintaining our original doctrines,

and that plan and discipline which we have so long proved
to be the very sinews of our body. Herein, we doubt not,

you are like minded with us. We consider you a branch of

the same root from which we sprung, and of which we can
never think but with inexpressible gratitude.

You will rejoice to hear of our unanimity and increase.

The more so, as on the death of our venerable father, Mr.
Wesley, the contrary was feared by our friends, and wished
for by our enemies. Glory be to God, we were never more
united to each other, nor were our labours in general ever

more owned by the Head of the Church.
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\m ^^ trust, deal- brethren, that you will join us in fre-

quently calling to mind our original design, and " walk by
the same rule, and mind the same thing," namely,' to save

our own souls and those who hear us.

We congratulate you on the honour which our blessed

» Lord has put upon you, in crowning your endeavours with

such amazing success, and blessing you with the enjoyment
of civil and religious liberty, for which we also have great

cause to be thankful.

May we still remember that, whatever differences may
mark other denominations, we are eminently one body, act-

uated by one spirit, having one faith, one Lord, one bap-
tism.

That the ever-blessed Jehovah, Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost, may preside in all your assemblies, and continue to

distinguish you by particular manifestations of his love, till

we meet together in the peaceful mansions of unmixed and
never-ending happiness, is the sincere and fervent prayer

,
of, Dearly beloved brethren,

Your truly affectionate brethren in Christ Jesus,

The English Conference.

Signed by order, and in behalf of the Conference,

Thos. Taylor, Pres.

Samuel Bradburn, Sec.



MINUTES.

Question 1. Are there any directions to be given con- a. d.
'

earning the yearly conferences ?
^^^®-

Ansiver. There shall be six conferences in the year, as

follows, viz.:

—

1. The New-England Conference—under the direction J^»«idaries of

of which shall be the affairs of our Church in New-England,
and in that part of the State of New-York which lies on the
east side of Hudson's River : Provided, That if the bishops
see it necessary, a conference may be held in the Province
of Maine.

2. The Philadelphia Conference, for the direction of our
concerns in the remainder of the State of New-York, in

New-Jersey, in all that part of Pennsylvania Avhich lies on
the east side of the Susquehanna River, the State of Dela-
ware, and all the rest of the peninsula.

3. The Baltimore Conference, for the remainder of Penn-
sylvania, the remainder of Maryland, and the Northern
Neck of Virginia.

4. The Virginia Conference, for all that part of Virginia

which lies on the south side of the Rappahannock River,

and for all that part of North Carolina which Hes on the
north side of Cape Fear River, including also the circuits

which are situated on the branches of the Yadkin.
5. The South Carolina Conference, for South Carolina,

Georgia, and the remainder of North Carolina.

6. The Western Conference, for the States of Kentucky
and Tennessee : Provided, That the bishops shall have
authority to appoint other yearly conferences in the interval

of the General Conference, if a sufficiency of new circuits

be anywhere formed for that purpose.

N. B. For several years the annual conferences were
very small, consisting only of the preachers of a single dis-

trict, or of two or three very small ones. This was attend-
ed with many inconveniences:— 1. There were but few of
the senior preachers whose years and experience had ma-
tured their judgments, who could be present at any one
conference. 2. The conferences wanted that dignity which
every religious synod should possess, and which always
accompanies a large assembly of gospel ministers. 3. The
itinerant plan was exceedingly cramped, from the difficulty
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A. D.
1798.

Who constitute

the Annual
Conferences.

How churches
are to be se-

cured.

' of removing preachers from one district to another. All
these inconveniences will, we trust, be removed on the
present plan ; and at the same time the conferences are so
arranged that all the members respectively may attend with
little diflSculty.

To all which may be added, that the active, zealous, un-
married preachers may move on a larger scale, and preach
the ever-blessed gospel far more extensively through the
sixteen states, and other parts of the continent ; while the

married preachers, whose circumstances require them, in

many instances, to be more located than the single men,
will have a considerable field of action opened to them

;

and also the bishops will be able to attend the conferences

with greater ease, and without injury to their health.

Quest. 2. Who shall attend the yearly conferences ?

Ans. Those who are in full connexion, and who are to

be received into full connexion.

N. B. This regulation is made that our societies and
congregations may be supplied with preaching during the

conferences. We would therefore wish to have a few of

the travelling preachers among our dear flocks at those

times. But as we desire to make the conferences as

respectable and weighty as possible, we can spare none at

those important seasons, except the preachers upon trial.

They also will be absent from the yearly conferences only
for one year, as they must be present on the second to be
admitted into full connexion.

Quest. 3. What shall be done for the security of our
preaching-houses, and the premises belongmg thereto ?

Ans. Let the following plan of a deed of settlement be
brought into effect in all possible cases, and as far as the

laws of the states respectively will admit of it, viz.:

—

THIS INDENTURE, made this day of

in the year of our Lord one thousand
hundred and between

(if the grantor be married, insert the name of his wife)

of the in the State of of the

one part, and trustees, in trust for the uses

and purposes hereinafter mentioned, all of the

in the State of aforesaid, of the other part,

WITNESSETH, that the said (if married,

insert the name of his wife) for and in consideration of the

sum of pounds, specie, to in

hand paid, at and upon the sealing and delivery of these

presents, the receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged, hath
(or have) given, granted, bargained, sold, released, con-

firmed, and conveyed, and by these presents doth (or do)
give, grant, bargain, sell, release, confirm, and convey unto
them, the said and their successors (trustees,
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in trust for the uses and purposes hereinafter mentioned ^i,^

and declared) all the estate, right, title, interest, property,

claim, and demand whatsoever, either in law or equity, „
1 • , 1 ,1 ., "^rc • 1 1

• X Deed of ScUle-
which he the said (if married, here insert ment for

the name of his wife) hath (or have) in, to, or upon all and
fl^"'"*'^

^'^'"

singular a certain lot or piece of ground, situate, lying, and
being in the and state aforesaid, bounded
and butted as follows, to wit, (here insert the several

courses and distances of the ground to the place of begin-

ning,) containing and laid out for acres of

ground, together with all and singular the houses, woods,
waters, ways, privileges and appurtenances thereto belong-

ing, or in anywise appertaining : To have and to hold all

and singular the above-mentioned and described lot or piece

of ground, situate, lying, and being as aforesaid, together

with all and singular the houses, woods, waters, ways, and
privileges thereto belonging, or in anywise appertaining,

unto them the said and their successors in

office, forever, in trust, that they shall erect and build, or

cause to be erected and built thereon, a house or place of

worship, for the use of the members of the Methodist Epis-

copal Church in the United States of America, according

to the rules and discipline which from time to time may be
agreed upon and adopted by the ministers and preachers

of the said Church, at their General Conferences in the

United States of America ; and in further trust and confi-

dence that they shall at all times, forever hereafter, permit

such ministers and preachers, belonging to the said Church,

as shall from time to time be duly authorized by the Gen-
eral Conferences of the ministers and preachers of the said

Methodist Episcopal Church, or by the yearly conferences

authorized by the sajd General Conference, and none others,

to preach and expound God's holy word therein ; and in

further trust and confidence, that as often as any one or

more of the trustees hereinbefore mentioned shall die, or

cease to be a member or members of the said Church, ac-

cording to the rules and discipline as aforesaid, then and in

such case it shall be the duty of the stationed minister or

preacher (authorized as aforesaid) who shall have the pas-

toral charge of the members of the said Church, to call a

meeting of the remaining trustees, as soon as conveniently

may be ; and when so met, the said minister or preacher

shall proceed to nominate one or more persons to fill the

place or places of him or them whose office or offices has

(or have) been vacated as aforesaid. Provided, The person

or persons so nominated shall have been one year a mem-
ber or members of the said Church immediately preceding

such nomination, and of at least twenty-one years of age

;

and the said trustees so assembled shall proceed to elect,

and, by a majority of votes, appoint the person or persons
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•^•gD. so nominated to fill such vacancy or vacancies, in order to

keep up the number of nine trustees forever ; and in case

of an equal number of votes for and against the said nomi-
Deed of Settle- nations, the stationed Minister or preacher shall have the
ment for .

^

Clmrch Edi- castmg VOte.
^'^'^^- Provided nevertheless, That if the said trustees, or any of

them, or their successors, have advanced, or shall advance,

any sum or sums of money, or are or shall be responsible for

any sum or sums of money, on account of the said premises,

and they, the said trustees, or their successors, be obliged

to pay the said sum or sums of money, they, or a majority

of them, shall be authorized to raise the said sum or sums
of money, by a mortgage on the said premises, or by selling

the said premises, after notice given to the pastor or preacher

who has the oversight of the congregation attending divine

service on the said premises, if the money due be not paid

to the said trustees, or their successors, within one year

after such notice given : and if such sale take place, the

said trustees, or their successors, after paying the debt and
all other expenses which are due, from the money arising

from such sale, shall deposit the remainder of the money
produced by the said sale in the hands of the steward or

stewards of the society belonging to, or attending divine

service on the said premises ; which surplus of the produce
of such sale, so deposited in the hands of the said steward

or stewards, shall be at the disposal of the next yearly con-

ference, authorized as aforesaid ; which said yearly confer-

ence shall dispose of the said money, according to the best

of their judgment, for the use of the said society. And
the said doth by these presents warrant and
forever defend, all and singular the before-mentioned and
described lot or piece of ground, with the appurtenances

thereto belonging, unto them the said and
their successors, chosen and appointed as aforesaid, from
the claim or claims of him the said his

heirs and assigns, and from the claim or claims of all per-

sons whatever.

In testimony whereof, the said (if married,

insert the name of his wife) have hereto set their hands
and seals, the day and year aforesaid.

Sealed and delivered in the j ,

J. Y two witnesses.
presence of us, )

Grantor's {h. S.)

his wife's (L. S.)

Received, the day of the date of the above-

written indenture, the consideration there-

in mentioned, in full,

Grantor's (L. S.)

Witnesses. >
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County, ss. \^^-
Be it remembered. That on the

day of in the year of our Lord

one thousand personally appeared

before me, one of the justices of the peace, in

and for the county of and state of

the within-named

the grantor, (if married, insert the name of his

wife,) and acknowledged the within deed of trust

to be their act and deed, for the uses and pur-

poses therein mentioned and declared; and she

the said wife of the said

beirig separate and apart from her said husband,

by me examined, declared that she made the

same acknowledgment, freely and with her own
consent, without being induced thereto through

fear or threats of her said husband. In testimony

whereof I have hereto set my hand and seal, the

day and year first above written,

[Here the justice's name] (L. S.)

N. B. 1. It is necessary that all our deeds should be

recorded after execution, for prudential as well as legal

reasons.

2. Let nine trustees be appointed for preaching houses

where proper persons can be procured ; otherwise, seven

or five.

3. The union of the Methodist Society through the States

requires one general deed, for the settlement of our preach-

ing houses and the premises belonging thereto. In the

above plan of settlement we have given to the trustees an

authority and security they never possessed by virtue of

our former deeds, namely, the power of mortgaging or

selling the premises in the cases and manner above men-
tioned. By which we manifest to the whole world, that

the property of the preaching houses will not be invested

in the General Conference. But the preservation of our

union, and the progress of the work of God, indispensably

require that the free and full use of the pulpit should be in

the hands of the General Conference and the yearly con-

ferences authorized by them. Of course, the travelling

preachers who are in full connexion, assembled in their

conferences, are the patrons of the pulpits of our churches.

And this was absolutely necessary to give a clear, legal

specification in the deed. If the local preachers, stewards,

and leaders, (who have an undoubted right to preach, meet
their classes, <kc., in the preaching houses at due time, ac-

cording to the form of discipline,) were specified, it would
be necessary to add a description of their orders ; which
would throw such obscurity upon the whole, that a court
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A. D.
179a

Qnalification for

Elder's orders.

of justice would either reject the deed, or be at a loss to

determine concerning the little peculiarities of our form of
discipline. But we do hereby publicly declare, that we
have no design of limiting in the least degree the privileges

of any of the public officers of our society, but by this

deed solely intend to preserve the property of our Church
by such a clear, simple specification as shall be fully and
easily cognizable by the laws.

Ques. 4. What shall be the time of probation of a
travelling deacon for the office of an elder ?

Ans. Every travelling deacon shall exercise that office for

two years, before he be eligible to the office of an elder

;

except in the case of missions, when the yearly conferences

shall have authority to elect for the elder's office sooner, if

they judge it expedient.

N. B. We would wish to show the utmost attention to

the order of elders, and to have the fullest proof of the

abilities, grace, and usefulness of those who shall be from
time to time proposed for so important an office as that of

a presbyter in the Church of God. And we judge that

the man who has proved himself a worthy member of our
society, and a useful class-leader, exhorter, and local

preacher, who has been approved of for two years as a

travelHng preacher on trial, and has faithfully served in the

office of a travelling deacon for at least two years more,

has offered such proofs of fidelity and piety as must satisfy

every reasonable mind. But as this continent is exceed-

ingly large, and will continually open to our conferences

new missions for the spread of the gospel, (perhaps for

ages to come,) we have in the case of missions given a dis-

cretionary power to the yearly conferences.

Ques. 5. In what manner shall the account of the gen-
eral book-steward be examined ?

Ans. The Philadelphia Conference shall, from year to

year, appoint a committee, who shall examine quarterly his

eraibTOk-stew- receipts and disbursements, and other accounts.

Ques. 6. What mode shall be struck out for the re-

covery of bad or suspected book-debts ?

Ans. 1. Let every yearly conference appoint a com-
mittee or committees for the examination of the accounts

of the travelling book-stewards in then- respective dis-

tricts.

2. Let every presiding elder, and every preacher who
has the oversight of a circuit, do everything in their power
to recover all the debts in their circuit or district, and also

all books which may remain in the hands of persons who
shall have resigned, or been withdrawn from the office of

a travelling book-steward.

Ques. 1. Shall any drafts be made on the book-fund

before all its debts are discharged ?

Auditing com
mittee of gen

ard's accounts.
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Ans. There shall be none till the debts are discharged,

except in the cases of distressed travelling preachers.

Ques. 8. Wliat directions shall be given concerning the

regulation of our press ?

Ans. The general book-steward shall print no books or

tracts of any kind without the consent of a bishop and two-

thirds of the Philadelphia Conference.

Ques. !). Will the Conference recommend, and engage

to promote the publication of a magazine entitled The

Methodist Magazine, which shall consist of compilations

from the Britisli magazines, and of original accounts of the

experiences of pious persons, and shall be published in

monthly numbers?
Ans. The Conference will recommend such a magazine,

and desire that it may be printed.

N. B. The propagation of religious knowledge by the

means of the press is next in importance to the preaching

of the gospel. To supply the people therefore Avith the

most pious and useful books, in order that they may fill up
their leisure hours in the most profitable ways, is an object

worthy the deepest attention of their pastors. On this ac-

count we are determined to move in the most cautious man-
ner in respect to our publications. AVe have a great esteem

for our general book-steward, and are much obliged to him
for his fidelity and usefulness in his important office ; but

we shall in future submit our publications to the judgment
of no single person. The books of infidelity and profane-

ness with which the States at present abound demand our

strongest exertions to counteract their pernicious influence

:

and every step shall be taken, which is consistent with our

finances, to furnish our friends from time to time with the

most useful treatises on every branch of religious knowledge.

And the consideration, that all the profits shall be lodged

in our chartered fund for the benefit of the distressed

preachers, both travelling and superannuated, will, we trust,

prove a considerable additional inducement to our brethren

to purchase our books.

Ques. 10. What directions shall we give concerning the

education of youth ?

Ans. Let the following address and regulations be printed

in our Minutes, viz :

—

A. D.
17'J6.

Eegulatimi
the press.

The Motliodist
Magazine rcc-

oaimeiulcd.

THE PLAN OF EDUCATION BECOMMENDED TO ALL OUR 8EMINAB1E8
OF LEARNING.

To the Public, and to the Members of our Society in par-
ticular.

The first object we recommend is to form the minds of

the youth, through divine aid, to wisdom and holiness

;

instilling into their tender minds the principles of true re-

2

Plan of edaca-
tion for semi-
naries of learn
in?.
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ligion, speculative, experimental, and practical, and training

them in the ancient Avay, that they iwaj be rational. Scrip-

tural Christians. Fortius purpose Ave recommend that not

only the masters, but also our elders, deacons, and preach-

ers, embrace every opportunity of instructing the students

in the great branches of the Christian religion.

It is also our particular desire, that all Avho shall be edu-

cated in Methodist seminaries, be kept at the utmost dis-

tance as from vice in general, so in particular from softness

and effeminacy of manners.

The masters, therefore, should inflexibly insist on their

rising early in the morning; and we are convinced by con-

stant observation and experience, that this is of vast im-
portance both to body and mind. It is of admirable use,

either for preserving a good or improving a bad constitu-

tion. It is of peculiar service in all nervous complaints,

both in preventing and removing them. And by thus

strengthening the various organs of the body, it enables

the mind to put forth its utmost exertions.

On the same principle the masters should prohibit play '

in the strongest terms ; and in this we have the two great-

est writei's on the subject that perhaps any age has pro-

duced—Mr. Locke and M. Rousseau—of our sentiments

;

for though the latter was essentially mistaken in his relig-

ious system, yet his wisdom in other respects, and extensive

genius, are indisputably acknowledged. The employments
which we would recommend for the recreation of the stu-

dents, are such as are of the greatest public utility, agricul-

ture and architecture—studies more especially necessary

for a new-settled country ; and, of consequence, the in-

structing of youth in all the practical branches of those

important arts will be an effectual method of rendering

them more useful to their country. Agreeably to this idea,

the greatest statesman that perhaps ever shone in the an-

nals of history, Peter, the Russian emperor, who was de-

servedly styled the Great, disdained not to stoop to the

employment of a ship-carpenter. Nor was it rare, during

the purest times of the Roman republic, to see the con-

querors of nations and deliverers of their country return

with all simplicity and cheerfulness to the exercise of the

plough. In conformity to this sentiment, one of the com-
pletest poetic pieces of antiquity (the Georgics of Virgil)

is written on the subject of husbandry ; by the perusal of

which, and submission to the above regulations, the students

may delightfully unite the theory and the practice together.

We say delightfully, for we are far from wishing that these

employments should be turned into drudgery or slavery,

but into pleasing recreations for the mind and body.

In teaching the languages, care should be taken to read

those authors, and those only, who join together the purity.
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the strength, and tlie elegance of their several tongues. ^^^•

And the utmost caution should be used that nothing im-

modest should be found in any of their books.

But this is not all. We should take care that the books

be not only inoffensive, but useful ; that they contain as

much strong sense, and as voxich. genuine morallUj as possi-

ble. As far, therefore, as is consistent with the foregoing

observations, a choice and universal library should be pro-

vided for the use of the students, according to their finances

:

and on this plan we trust that our seminaries of learning will,

in time, send forth men who will be blessings to their country

in every laudable office and employment of life, thereby

uniting the two greatest ornaments of intelligent beings,

which are too often separated

—

deep learning and genuine

religion.

The rules and regulations with which you are here pre-

sented have been weighed and digested in our conferences,

but we also submit them to your judgment :

—

GENERAL EULES PROPOSED FOR THE METHODIST SEMINARIES OF
LEARNING.

1. The students shall rise at five o'clock in the morning, General Rules

i . , i ii • • /• 1 11
° for seminaries

summer and winter, at the nnging of a bell. of learning.

2. All the students shall assemble together at six o'clock,

for public prayer, except in cases of sickness ; and on any

omission shall be responsible to the master.

3. From morning prayer till seven, they shall be allowed

to recreate themselves as is hereafter directed.

4. At seven they shall breakfast.

5. From eight till twelve, they are to be closely kept to

their respective studies.

6. From twelve to three, they are to employ themselves

in recreation and dining—dinner to be ready at one o'clock.

7. From three till six, they are again to be kept closely

to their studies.

8. At six they shall sup.

9. At seven there shall be public prayer.

10. From evening prayer till bedtime, they shall be
allowed recreation.

11. They shall all be in bed at nine o'clock, without fail.

12. Their recreations shall be gardening, walking, riding,

and bathing, without doors ; and the carpenter's, joiner's,

cabinet-maker's, or turner's business, within doors.

13. A large plot of land shall be appropriated for a gar-

den, and a person skilled in gardening be appointed to over-

look the students when employed in that recreation.

14. A convenient bath shall be made for bathing.

15. A ma.ster, or some proper person by him appointed,

shall be always present at the time of batliing. Only one
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^„^ shall bathe at a time ; and no one shall remain in the water

above a minute.

16. No student shall be allowed to bathe in the river.

17. A taherna lignaria (place for Avorking in wood)

shall be provided on the premises, with all proper instru-

ments and materials, and a skilful person be employed to

overlook the students at this recreation.

18. The students shall be indulged with nothing which

the world calls play. Let this rule be observed with the

strictest nicety ; for those who play when they are young,

will play when they are old. ',
,

19. Each student shall have a bed to himself, wherever

he boards.

20. The students shall lie on matresses, not on feather-

beds, because we believe the matresses to be more healthy.

21. The masters shall strictly examine, from time to

time, whether those who board the students (if they board

out of the seminary) comply with these rules as far as they

concern them.

22. A skilful physician shall be engaged to attend the

students on every emergency, that the parents may be

fully assured that proper care shall be taken of the health

of their children.

23. The bishops shall examine, by themselves or their

delegates, into the progress of all the students in learning,

every half year, or oftener if possible.

24. The elders, deacons, and preachers, as often as they

visit the seminaries respectively, shall examine the students

concerning their knowledge of God and religion.

26. The students shall be divided into proper classes for

that purpose.

26. A pupil who has a total incapacity to attain learning,

shall, after sufficient trial, be returned to his parents.

27. If a student be convicted of any open sin, he shall,

for the first offence, be reproved in private ; for the second

offence, he shall be reproved in public ; and for the third
* offence, he shall be punished at the discretion of the

master.

28. Idleness, or any other fault, may be punished with

confinement, according to the discretion of the master.

29. A convenient room shall be set apart as a place of

confinement.

Ques. 11. What further provision shall be made for the

distressed travelling preachers, for the families of travelling

preachers, and for superannuated and worn-out preachers,

and the widows and orphans of preachers ?

^clmrtpred
*^'*

-^^'"'^- T^ere shall be a chartered fund, to be supported
Tund. by tlie voluntary contributions of our friends ; the principal

stock of which shall be funded under the direction of trus-
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A. D.
1796.tees, and the interest applied, under the direction of tlie

General Conference, accordinff to the followinc' recrula-... ° o D
Kcsulations of

lions, VIZ. :
tlie Chartered

1. That no sum, exceeding sixtj^-four dollars, shall in FuJ"!-

any one year be applied to the use of an itinerant, super-

annuated, or worn-out single preacher.

2. That no sum exceeding one hundred and twenty-eight

dollars, in any one year, shall be applied to the use of any

itinerant, superannuated, or worn-out married preacher.

3. That no sum exceeding sixty-four dollars, in any one

year, shall be applied for the use of each widow of itinerant,

superannuated, or worn-out preachers.

4. That no sum exceeding sixteen dollars shall be ap-

plied, in any one year, for the use of each child or orphan

of itinerant, superannuated, or worn-out preachers.

5. That the elders, and those who have the oversight of

circuits, shall be the collectors and receivers of subscrip-

tions, (fee, for this fund.

6. The money shall, if possible, be conveyed by bills of

exchange, through the means of the post, to John Dickins,

our general book-steward, in Philadelphia, who shall pay it

to the trustees of the fund ; otherwise it shall be brought

to the ensuing yearly conference.

I. There shall be no money drawn out of the fund till

the first day of August, 1798.

8. The interest shall then be divided into six parts, and
each of the yearly conferences shall have authonty to draw
that sixth part out of the fund, according to the regulations

before prescribed. And if in one or more conferences a

part less than one-sixth be drawn out of the fund in any
given year, then, in such case or cases, the other yearly

conferences held in the same year shall have authorit}', if

they judge it necessary, to draw out of the fund, according

to the above regulations, such surplus of the interest, which

has not been apphed by the former conferences. And the

bishops shall bring the necessary information of the state

of the interest of the fund, respecting the year in question,

from conference to conference.

9. The present stock of the preachers' fund .shall be
thrown into the chartered fund.

10. The produce of the sale of our books, after the book-

debts are paid, and a sufficient capital is provided for carry-

ing on the business, shall be regularly paid into the char-

tered fund.

II. But the annual subscriptions of the travelling preach-

ers, to the preachers' fund, shall be reserved for extraor-

dinary cases, which the chartered fund may not reach.

And no travelling preacher shall have a vote in the disposal

of the travelling preachers' annual subscription, unless he

be himself an annual subscriber. •
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^^^- 12. The money subscribed for tlie chartei-ed fund may
be lodged, on proper securities, in the states respectively in

which it has been subscribed, under the direction of depu-
ties living in such states respectively: Provided, such
securities and such deputies be proposed, as shall be ap-

proved of by the trustees in Philadelphia; and the stock

in which it is proposed to lodge the money be sufficiently

productive to give satisfaction to the trustees.

N. B. We need not be urgent on our benevolent friends

to promote this great charity. Their own feelings, we well

know, will sufficiently prevail when proper light is given

them on the subject. Our brethren who have laboured on
the mountains, on the western waters, and in the poorer

circuits in general, have suffered unspeakable hardships,

merely for the want of some established fund, in which the

competent members of our society might safely lodge what
their benevolent hearts would rejoice to give for the spread

of the gospel. On the same account, many of our worn-
out preachers, some of whom quickly consumed their

strength by their great exertions for the salvation of souls,

have been brought into deep distress ; and tlie widows and
orphans of our preachers have been sometimes reduced to

extreme necessity, who might have lived in comfort, if not

in affluence, enjoying the sweets of domestic life, if the

preachers, who were the husbands on one hand, and the

fathers on the other, had not loved their Redeemer better

than wife or children, or life itself. And it is to be la-

mented, if possible, with tears of blood, that we have lost

scores of our most able married ministers—men who, like

good householders, could, upon all occasions, bring things

new and old out of their treasury, but were obliged to retire

from the general work, because they saw nothing before

them for their wives and children, if they continued itiner-

ants, but misery and ruin. But the present institution will,

we trust, under the blessing of God, greatly relieve us in,

if not entirely deliver us from, these mighty evils. For we
have full confidence that the hearts of our friends will be
engaged, and their hands stretched forth on this important

occasion ; and a provision will be made sufficient to pre-

serve the objects of the charity from want, which is all

that is aimed at or desired.

Euies^ respect- Ques. 12. What regulations shall be made for the extir-

pation of the crying evil of African slavery ?

Ans. 1. We declare, that we are more than ever con-

vinced of the great evil of the African slavery which still

exists in these United States ; and do most eaniestly

recommend to the yearly conferences, quarterly meetings,

and to those who have the oversight of districts and cir-

cuits, to be exceedingly cautious what persons they admit

to official-stations in our Church ; and, in the case of future

iug slavery.
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admission to official stations, to require such security of

those who hold slaves, for the emancipation of tliem, imme-
diately or orradualh'-, as the laws of the states respectively,

iuid the circumstances of the case Avill admit. And we do

fully authorize all the yearly confeiences to make wliatever

regulations they judj^ proper, in the present case,'respcct-

ing the admission of persons to official stations in our

Church.

2. No slave-holder shall be received into society, till the

preacher who has the oversight of the circuit has spoken

to him freely and faithfully on the subject of slaveiy.

3. Every member of the society who sells a slave shall

immediately, after full proof, be excluded the society. And
if any member of our society pu'-chase a slave, the ensuing

quarterly meeting shall determine on the number of years

in which the slave so purchased would work out the price

of his purchase. And the person so purchasing shall, im-

mediately after such determination, execute a legal instru-

ment for the manumission of such slave, at the expiration

of the term determined by the quarterly meeting. And in

default of his executing such instrument of manumission,

or on his refusal to submit his case to the judgment of the

quarterly meeting, such member shall be excluded the

society. Provided also. That in the case of a female slave,

it shall be inserted in the aforesaid instrument of manumis-

sion, that all her children which shall be born during the

years of her servitude, shall be free at the following times,

namely, every female child at the age of twenty-one, and
every male child at the age of twenty-five. Nevertheless,

if the member of our society, executing the said instrument

of manumission, judge it proper, he may fix the times of

manumission of the children of the female slaves before

mentioned, at an eai'lier age than that which is prescribed

above.

4. The preachers and other members of our society are

requested to consider the subject of negro slavery with deep
attention, till the ensuing General Conference ; and that

they impart to the General Conference, through the me-
dium of the yearly conferences or otherwise, any important

thoughts upon the subject, that the conference may have

full light, in order to take further steps toward the eradi-

cating this enormous evil from that part of the Church of

God to which they are united.

Ques. 13. As our beloved and respected British breth-

ren have favoured us with an address, what return shall

we make ?

Ans. Let a copy of the following address be sent to the

next British Conference by the hands of Dr. Coke, signed

by the bishops, m.:

A. D.
iT9a
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British Confer-
oace

A. D. TO THE GENERAL CONFERENCE OF THE PEOPLE CALLED
179C.

METHODLSTS, IN GREAT BRITAIN.

Baltimore, Nov. 1, 1796.

A.idress to tho FATHERS AND BRETHREN,—Dearlv bcloved in the Lord,
we leei ourselves highly gratified by your' kind remem-
brance of us, and with great satisfaction embrace the
present opportunity, by Dr. Coke, of returning you our
sincere thanks for your welcome address, and of assuring
you of our unfeigned esteem and affection for you. Though
a vast ocean divides us, we are intimately one Avith you'in
spirit, and frequently with much delight remember you in

our prayers. "We doubt not but we are remembered in

yours, and we entreat also, through you, the fervent peti-

tions of your dear flocks to the throne of grace in our
behalf.

•

With you, beloved brethren, we deepl^y lament the in-

crease of infidelity in the world. But it is no more than
we have reason to expect from the suieword of prophecy.
And we liave full confidence, that through the exercise of
one great prerogative of the Head of the Clnn-ch, abun-
dance of good will be brought out of this greatest of evils.

The faithful will be made manifest, the reign of antichrist

be put down by the infidels, Avho are the fittest instruments

for the work, and the Church of God will eminently be-

come the city set upon a hill—the salt of the earth, the
light of the world.

There certainly is, as you observe, brethren, a liberal

spirit gone fort); into the Christian world, and bigotry and
party rage daily lose ground. But the carelessness, and
the contempt of the sacred writings, which more and more
prevail, are perhaps as dangerous to individuals as the

former. May we be able to steer between the rocks on
both sides xmder the guidance of our heavenlj^ Master

!

We admire with you the method God is taking to beat

down the pride of philosophy, even by choosing the foolish

things of the world to confound the wise, and the weak
things of the Avorld to confound the things that are

mighty ; and this is agreeable to the method of God's pro-

ceedings in the purest times of Christianity. At the same
time the Lord has not left us without men, who, when
necessary, are able to contend against that vain pldlosophy

with its own weapons of logical arguments, and with suc-

cess ; though we are sensible how far we are inferior to

you., our elder brethren, in this respect.

We bless God that both we and our people highly

esteem all the branches of the Methodist discipline ; nor

can we possibly be too thankful to our adorable Lord for

that highly honoured instrument of his grace, your and our
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late father in the gospel, the Rev. John Wesley. We do • ^:.^-

trust, brethren, we shall with you persevere to Avalk by the

same rules, and mind the same things.

We candidly confess to you, that we were very fearful

when the Lord took that eininent man to his reward, that

divisions -would take place among you from the delicate

circumstances in wliich you were placed. To us in general

he was personally unknown, and acted only by his dele-

gates. But 7/ou were honoured with his constant residence

and useful labours. Among >/ou he superintended for half

a century, to the admiration, we had almost said, of the

whole civilized world. But our God is infinitely kind to us

all. He has preserved both you and us in a wonderful

manner. We rejoice in your union ; and can bless God
that we were never more united than at present. A few
indeed, who were as great enemies to the civil government
under which they lived as to^ our discipline, have left us

;

and we have now not a jari-ing string among us. God has

abundantly owned our feeble labours during this present

conference to the people of Baltimore ; and we trust it is

an earnest of a glorious gospel-harvest through this conti-

nent in the ensuing and future years. At present you have
the largest field of action in respect to the number of souls,

but we are humbly endeavouring to sow those seeds of

grace, which may grow up and spread in this immense
countrj% which in ages to come will probably be the habit-

ation of hundreds of millions.

We trust we shall never forget your kind advice, but

shall always remember that the Methodist societies through
the world are eminently called to be one bod}^ and to be

actuated by one spirit ; and that we have but one faith, one
Lord, and one baptism.

To your and our God we humbly recommend you, fathers

and brethren. May his everlasting arms be ever beneath
and around you ; may his blessed Spirit overshadow you in

all your conferences and in all your labours ; and may that

love which we mutually feel toward each other increase a •

hundred-fold, till we all meet in those realms of bliss where
we shall see each other eye to eye, and, with the children

God hath given us, live together in the corapletest union

forever.

We subscribe ourselves, with great respect and esteem,

Your affectionate and younger brethren

In the gospel,

The American General Conference.

Quest. 14. What directions shall be given concerning
our brethren the local preachers, in respect to their being
received as preachers, or admitted into the order of

deacons ?
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A. D.
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Eule3 for li-

censing local

preachers.

When local

preachers may
be eligible to

deacon's or-

ders.

PvCgulations re-

specting a rec-

ompense to lo-

cal preachers.

Directions con-
cerning the
trial of local

preachers, dea-
cons, or elders.

Ans. 1. No local preacher shall receive a license to

pi-each till he has been examined and approved at the

quarterly meeting of his circuit.. Ayhich license shall be
drawn up in the following words, viz. i—

" N. M. has apphed to us for liberty to preach as a local

preacher in our circuit ; and after due inquiry concerning

his gifts, grace, and usefulness, we judge he is a proper

person to be licensed for this purpose ; and we accordingly

authorize him to preach.
" Signed in behalf of the quarterly meeting

"KM.," (viz., the

President, Elder, or the Preacher who has

the oversight of the circuit.)

2. Before any person shall be licensed as a local preacher

by a quarterly meeting, he shall bring a recommendation
from the society of which he is a member.

3. A local preacher shall be eligible to^ the ofSce of a

deacon after he has preached for four years from the time

he received a regular license, and has obtained the testi-

monial, which is directed in the fourth section of the first

chapter of the form of discipline.

Qnes. 15. Shall any regulations be made in respect to

allowing a recompense to local preachers for their work in

given cases ?

Ans. 1. Whenever a local preacher fills the place of a

travelling preacher, he shall be paid for his trouble a sum
proportionable to the salar}^ of a travelling preacher ; which
sum shall be paid by the circuit at the next quarterly meet-

ing, if the travelling preacher whose place he filled up was
either sick or necessarily absent ; or, in other cases, out of

the salary of the travelling preacher himself.

2. If a local preacher be distressed in his temporal cir-

cumstances on account of his service in the circuit, he may
apply to the quarterly meeting, who may give him what
relief they judge proper, after the salaries of the travelling

•preachers, and of their wives, and all other regular allow-

ances to the travelling preachers, be dischai'ged.

Ques. 17. What directions shall be given concerning the

trial of local preachers, local deacons, or local elders ?

Ans. If a charge be brought against a local preacher, or

local deacon or elder, the preacher who has the oversight

of the circuit shall summon three or more local preachers

of the neighbourhood, or, for want of local preachers, so

many leaders or exhorters. And if they, or a majority of

them, on due examination, judge that the local preacher,

deacon, or elder aforesaid, has been guilty of such a crime,

or has preached such false doctrines as require his suspen-

sion from all public offices in our Church till the ensuing

quarterly meeting, the preacher who has the oversight of

f*'*"
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the circuit, shall accordingly suspend him from all public

offices till the ensuing quarterly meeting.

And in such case, and in every case where a meeting, Trial of Local

assembled as above described, shall deem the said local
^'''•^<'''*^'^^-

preacher, deacon, or elder, culpable, the next quarterly

meeting shall proceed upon his trial, and shall have au-

thority to clear, censure, suspend, or expel him, according

to their judgment. And the president elder, or the preacher

"who has the oversight of the circuit, shall, at the com-
mencement of the trial, appoint a secretary, who shall take

dou-n regular minutes of the evidence and proceedings of

the tiial, which minutes, when read and approved, shall be

signed by the said president elder, or preacher, and also by
the members of the said quarterly meeting, or by the ma-
jority of them.

And in case of condemnation, the local preacher, deacon. Appeal to tim

or elder, condemned, shall bo allowed an appeal to the next ence.""
"" '^^

yearly conference, provided that he signify to the said quar-

terly meeting his determination to appeal; in which case

the said president elder, or preacher who has the oversight

of the circuit, shall lay the minutes of the trial above men-
tioned before the said yearly conference, at which the local

preacher, deacon, or elder, so appealing, may appear ; and
the said yearly conference shall judge and finally detei'-

mine fi"om the minutes of the said trial, so laid before

them.

jS". B. By this mode of trial we are desirous of showing
the most tender regard toward our local brethren. We
are all but men. The best of us may fall into sin, or be

drawn into dangerous and pernicious errors ; and it is some-

times necessary to stop the plague by an immediate stroke

of discipline. But we would not have so important a char-

acter as that of one of our local brethren even touched to

its disadvantage, by only one preacher, who possibly might
be younger than the accused. "We have therefore provided

that a small meeting of respectable persons shall be held

before a single step be taken in the business. The trial

will then come before the most weighty assembly in the

circuit.

We have directed the yearly conference, upon an appeal,

to determine upon the merits of the cause from the memo-
rial of the quarterly meeting, on account of the difficulty,

if not impossibility, of bringing the necessary witnesses per-

haps thirty, fifty, or a hundred miles from their home. Nor
have we any right or authority to lay such a burden on
any of our people. In short, we have done the best we
can, according to the nature of the circumstances in wliich

we are placed.

Ques. 18. Many of our people complain that our rules

for the settling of differences, and for the preventing or pun-

A.
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Itule for the set-

tlement of dif-

f?rences.

J^raud to

punished
expulsion.

Members not to

marry irrelig-

ious persons.

Pale nnd use of
sjiirituous li-

fniors.

ishing dishonest insolvencies and other frauds, are not suffi-

cient : can any addition be made to them ^

Ans. If, after the judgment of an arbitration be given,

according to the regulation made in the 10th article of the

10th section of the first chapter of the form of discipline,

and one of the parties be dissatisfied with the judgment
given, such party may apply to the ensuing quarterly meet-

ing of the circuit for allowance to have a second arbitration

appointed; and if the quarterly meeting see sufficient reason,

they shall grant a second arbitration ; in which case each

party shall choose two arbiters, and the four arbiters shall

choose a fifth, the judgment of the majorities of whom shall

be final ; and any party refusing to abide by such judgment
shall be excluded the society.

2. The preachers who have the oversight of circuits are

required to execute all our rules fully and strenuously

against all frauds, and particularly against dishonest insol-

vencies ; sufi:ering none to remain in our society on any ac-

count who are found guilty of any fraud.

Ques. 19. An explication is desired by many in respect

to our rule against the members of our society marrying un-

awakened persons. What further explication shall we give ?

Ans. We do not prohibit our people from marrying per-

sons who are not of our society, provided such persons

have the form, and are seeking the power of godliness ; but

if they marry persons who do not come up to this descrip-

tion, we shall be obliged to purge our society of them. And
even in a doubtful case, the member of our society shall be

put back upon trial.

N. B. We ai-e well assured, that few things have been

more pernicious to the work of God than the marriage of

the children of God with the children of this world. We
therefore think ourselves obliged to bear our testimony,

both in doctrine and discipline, against so great an evil.

But as our former minute on this subject was not clear, we
have added tliis explication, hoping that thereby the

preachers who have the oversight of circuits will be easily

enabled to determine on every point which may come be-

fore them, to the satisfaction of the truly pious, and to the

prevention of a practice so exceedingly injurious to vital

religion.

Ques. 20. What directions shall be given concerning the

sale and use of spirituous liquors ?

Ans. If any member of our society retail or give spiritu-

ous liquors, and anything disorderly be transacted under
his roof on this account, the preacher who has the ovei'sight

of the circuit shall proceed against him as in the case of

other immoralities ; and the person accused shall be cleared,

censured, suspended or excluded, according to his conduct,

as on other charges of imraoralitv.
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N. B. Far be it from us to wish or endeavour to intrude ^^g^-

upon the proper religious or civil liberty of any of our

people ; but the retailing of spirituous liquors, and giving

drams to customers, when they call at the stores, are such

prevalent customs at present, and are productive of so many
evils, that we judge it our indispensable duty to form a

regulation against them. The cause of God, which wc pre-

fer to every other consideration under heaven, absolutely

requires us to step forth with humble boldness in their

respect.

Qiies. 21. What directions shall be given concerning the

salaries of the wives of travelling preachers ?

Ans. The wife of every travelling preacher shall have the Baianw of

same claim to a yearly salary of sixty-four dollars as a trav- ^Tes.'*"

elling preacher.

Qaes. 22. When and where shall our next General Con-
ference be held ?

Ans. In Baltimore, on the 20th of October, in the year Time or next
1 onn General Con-
1^""-

ference.
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GENERAL CONFERENCE, 1800,

TUESDAY, MAY 6.

After the opening of the Conference, Dr. Coke read the May 6.

address from the British Conference, and explained the ... ,„ ,^
, ,, ^ • ^/• • 1 T-i Address of Brit-

parts tliat related to hiraseli I'especting his return to Lu- isu Conference.

rope. He said that the address was not his own, and that

he was not consulted concerning it : he would now place

the decision of the case entirely with the General Confer-

ence, as he viewed himself as our servant.

The following rules were agreed upon for the order of

the Conference :

—

1. Any person speaking shall not be interrupted, except Rules of Confer-

by the presidents, when they judge that he de\'iates too
^^^^'

much from the point ; nevertlieless, an appeal may be made
to the Conference by any two members from the presidents

;

but neither the Conference nor the presidents shall speak to

the point, but simply take the vote.

2. No person shall have liberty to speak above a quarter

of an hour at a time, except with the permission of the Con-
ference ; but still the Conference shall grant or prohibit

without debate.

3. If any person thinks himself misrepresented by a

speaker he shall have a right to explain, in as few words as

possible after the speaker has done.

4. Xo person shall speak oftener than three times on any
question.

5. The sittings of Conference shall be from nine to

twelve m the morning, and from three to six in the after-

noon.

6. No question shall be proposed on a different subject

from that under debate, until the question debated be de-

cided or postponed.

7. A secretary shall be chosen by the Conference, who
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shall keep a regular journal of all the proceedings of the
Conference ; which journal shall be signed by the presi-

dents, and countersigned by the secretary at the close of

the Conference.

8. Nicholas Snethen is elected Secretary.

9. Ko motion shall be put, e.xcept by the presidents,

unless it be first delivered at the table in writing, after

being read by the mover and seconded.

10. No old rule shall be abolished, except by a majority
of two-thirds.

11. No member of the Conference shall leave the city

of Baltimore until the Conference adjourn, without first ob-
taining leave of absence.

12. No member shall leave the room to go into the city

without leave.

13. The bishops are requested to arrange, and, from time,

to lay before the Conference such business as they may
judge expedient; provided the above regulation does not
affect the ninth rule.

14. Any member shall have liberty to copy, at pleasure,

any motion laid upon the table.

May 7.

Motion to ap-
prove the
change in time
oOiolding 6en-
iral

eace.

Confer-

Prerfdent El-
tiers.

Dr. Coke's re-

tarn to Europe.

WEDl^ESDAY MORNING, MAY T.

Brother Snethen moved—That whereas, the General
Conference, held in the city of Baltimore A. D. 1796, did

resolve that the following General Conference should meet
in the said city of Baltimore upon the twentieth day of Oc-
tober, A. D. 1800; and Avhereas, the prevalence of a very
malignant epidemic disorder, called the yellow fever, in

Baltimore and other seaport towns, made it doubtful
whether it would be possible for the said General Confer-
ence to meet at that season of the year ; and whereas, Mr.
Asbury did, by the advice of certain judicious friends, lay

the case before the yearly conferences, and they likewise

judged an alteration highly necessary, and did appoint the
time of meeting (for the above reason only) to be Tuesday,
the 6th day of May, A. D. 1800,

Resolved, That this General Conference, now met accord-

mg to the above alteration and appointment, do unanimously
approve of the said alteration, and ratify it accordingly.

Carried.

Brother Ormond moved, that the yearly conferences be
authorized by this General Conference to nominate and
elect their own president elders. Made the order of the

day for Tuesday morning.

Brother M'Claskey moved, that in compliance with the

address of the British Conference, and request to us to let

Dr. Coke return to Europe, this General Conference con-

sent and agree to his return, upon condition that he come
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back to America as soon as his business will allow, but cer-

tainly by the next General Conference. Made the order

of the day for this afternoon.

A request being made that Mr. Asbury should let the

Conference know what he had determined to do in future,

he intimated that he did not know whether tliis General

Conference were satisfied Avith his former services. A mem-
ber proposed that a vote should be taken. The vote was
objected to until a reason should be assigned for such sus-

picion. Mr. Asbury then rose, he said, to speak in his own
behalf. His affliction, since the last General Conference,

had been such that he had been under the necessity of

havincr a colleacjue to travel with him ; that his orreat de-

bility had obliged him to locate sevei-al times, and that he

could only travel in a carriage ; and he did not know
whether this General Conference, as a body, were satisfied

with such parts of his conduct. Whereupon a motion was
made by brother Ezek. Cooper, That this General Confer-

ence do resolve that they consider themselves under many
and great obligations to Mr. Asbury, for the many and great

services he has rendered to this connexion.

Secondl}-, That this General Conference do earnestly en-

treat a continuation of Mr. Asbury's services as one of the

general superintendents of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
as far as his strength will permit.

Agreed to, nem. con.

A letter from the Rev. Mr. Law to the General Confer-

ence, respecting church music, was referred to the Phila-

delphia Conference.

Brother Burke moved, that this General Conference shall

elect and ordain two bishops in addition to Mr. Asbur}\

A motion in addition to the above Avas made by brother

Tolleson, That whereas it appears that Mr. Asbury's

strength will not admit of his travelling as extensively

through the work as the situation of the connexion re-

quires, that the General Conference do inquire whether
any help ought to be afforded Mr. Asbury, and if any,

what that help shall be.

Brother Bruce presented a package from the trustees of

the Chartered Fund, containing a letter to the bishops and
preachers in General Conference at Baltimore, extracts

from the minutes of the proceedings of the trustees of the

Chartered Fund, held by adjournment in Philadelphia,

April 18, 1800—and general statements and accounts of

the said fund.

Lemuel Green and Henry Foxal were elected to serve in

the said board of trustees, in the room of Jno. Dickins, de-

ceased, and Cornelius Comeyges, resigned.

3

May?.

Oniinrniiicition

of Mr. Asbury.

Clinrcb music.

New bishops.

Communication
from trustees

of Ciiartcreil

Fund.

L. Green and H.
Foxall elected

trusteea.
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llajT.

Debate on Brit-

ish Address.

Eiglith section

of Discipline.

Provision
married
preachers.

Eule for pres-
ents to preach-
ers to be struck
out of the Dis
cipllne.

Wednesday Afternoox.

The order of the day was called for, upon the subject of

the British address relative to Dr. Coke. The subject was
warmly debated, and postponed until Thursday morning.

Brother Mansfield moved, that this General Conference

take into consideration the eighth section of the second

chapter of the form of Discipline, and say what is the

meaning thereof. Agreed to.

Brother Mansfield moved, that the local preachers be
made eligible to the eldership. Withdrawn.

Dr. Coke moved, that on Friday morning the Conference

take into consideration the provision for the married preach-

ers. Agreed to.

Brother Bostwick moved, that as there have been com-
plaints concerning the inequality of the rule respecting

presents to tlie preachers, it be amended as follows :
" No

preacher shall receive any quarterage from any steward,

until he first give an accurate account of all the presents

he has received the quarter preceding. Superseded by
brother Harris's motion.

Brother Harris moved, that the rule respecting presents

be struck out of the form of Discipline. A majority of two-

thirds were in favour of the motion, consequently the rule

is to be left out of the Discipline.

Mays.

Motion for a
Delegated Con-
ference.

Address.

THUESDAY MOEiTING, MAY 8.

Brother Folleson moved, that whereas much time has

been lost, and will always be lost in the event of a General

Conference being continued ; and whereas the circuits are

left without preachers for one, two, or three months, and
other great inconveniences attend so many of the preachers

leaving their work, and no real advantage arises therefrom,

Resolved, That instead of a General Conference we sub-

stitute a delegated one.

Negatived.

The business of the address was called up and debated

all the forenoon.

Dr. Coke to re-

turn ^to Eu-
rope.

Book
salary.

Assistance to
Mr. Asbury.

Thursday Afterxoon.

The vote being called for on brother M'Claskey's motion,

a large majoi'ity arose in favour of it. Dr. Coke is to I'etum

to Evu'ope accordingly.
Agent's Brother M'Combs moved, that the agent of the book

business be allowed no more than a travelling preacher.

Voted out.

The motion for assistance to be gi-anted to Mr. Asbury
was called up, and divided into two parts.
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Elected by bal-

lot

1st. Shall any assistance be given ? Yes. Mays.

2d. What shall that assistance be ? In answer to this One bishop,

question, a very great majority appeared in favour of " one

bishop, to be elected and ordained."

Brother Cooper moved, that the election of a bishop

shall be by ballot, written, and put into a box or drawer:

the highest upon the list shall be elected, provided there

be a majority of all the votes of the Conference for him

;

but in case there be not a majority of the whole Conference

for any one, then the Conference shall vote again, and

.choose by ballot from the four highest upon the list. If

no one then have a majority of the whole Conference, they

shall vote for the three highest of the four ; and if neither

of the three have a majority of the whole, the Conference

shall vote for the two highest of the three. Agreed to.

Brother Morrell moved, that Mr. Asbury be authorized TraveiiiDp com-

by this General Conference to take with him an elder ^buiy.
'^^

through any part or all his travels. Agreed to.

Monday moniing. May 12, is appointed for the election

of the bishop.

FEIDAT MOElsTmG, MAY 9.

Dr. Coke moved, that the neiv bishop, whenever he pre-

sides at an annual conference in the absence of Bishop

Asbury, shall bring the stations of the preachers into the

conference and read them, that he may hear what the con-

ference has to say upon each station. Withdrawn next

day.

Brother Wells moved, that the new bishop, in stationing

the preachers, be aided by a committee of not less than

three, or more than four preachers, chosen by the confer-

ence. Voted out next day.

Brother M'Claskey moved, that whereas by a vote of the

conference it is determined that another bishop shall be

elected.

Resolved, That the Conference determine, before the

votes be canvassed, the powers of the new bishop, whether
he shall be equal to Bishop Asbury, or subordinate to him.

AVithdrawn by consent.

Brother Follcson moved, that the annual salary of our

preachers being very justly considered as too small—as

almost every article of our consumption comes now at

nearly fifty per cent, higher than when the salaries were
fixed

—

Resolved, 1st. That the salary be raised.

Carried, by a majority of five.

Resolved, 2d. That it be raised to eighty dollars.

Carried.

May 9.

Bisliop to read
stations to the
Conference.

Bishop to hare
an advisory
committee.

Powers of the
new bishop.

Salary ofi)reacIi-

ers to be raL^ed

to $S0.
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May 10.

Coufereiioes to

uppoint a com-
iiiittcc of four
fo assist the
inshops.

Probation for

office ofbisliop.

Fifth section of

Discipline.

• Committee
advise
bisliops.

Bishops to liave

equal jurisdic-

tion.

Attend all Con-
ferences.

Acres on routes

of travel

SATURDAY MOEOTNG, MAY 10.

Dr. Coke obtained leave to witlidraw his motion respect-

ing the new bishop's reading the stations in the conference.

Brother Wells's motion respecting the committee to assist

the new bishop was voted out.

Brother Buxton moved, that the yearly conferences have
the liberty to appoint a committee of four to aid the bishops

in stationing the preachers, a majority determining.

A dispute arising, whether tlie motion would go to abol-

ish an old rule, the Conference were of the opinion that it

would. Upon a division of the house the motion was nega-

tived.

Saturday Afternoon^.

Conference met at the old Town Chapel.

Brother Roberts moved, that no man shall be eligible to

the office of a bishop who has not travelled fifteen yeai's.

Withdrawn by request.

Brother Wise moved, that the fifth section of the form
of Discipline, as far as it respects tlie appohitment of pre-

siding elders, be taken up and considered. Withdrawn.
Brother Mansfield moved, that the yearly conferences

have liberty to appoint a committee of four to aid and ad-

vise the bishops in stationing the preachers—the bishops

still having the ultimate decision. Negatived.

Brother Roberts obtained leave to withdraw his motion

respecting the probation for the bishop's office.

Brother Mansfield moved, that the bishops shall have
full and equal jurisdiction in all and every respect whatso-

ever.

That each and every bishop shall attend each and every

conference, and then and tTiere mutuallj'- preside, and sta-

tion the preachers : jvovided, that in case they should un-

avoidably be prevented from all attending, the bishop or

bishops then present shall be competent to discharge the

duties of the office as fully and effectual!}^, in every respect,

as if they were all present.

That at each and every conference the bishops present

shall mutually determine and agree upon their several dif-

ferent routes to the ensuing conference. Negatived.

Adjourned to Light-street.

May 12.

Eloction of Bp.
Wliatcoat.

MOi^DAY MOENING, MAY 12.

The Conference proceeded to the election of a bishop

;

the first poll being a tie, and supposed defective. Upon
the second there were fifty-nine votes for brother Richard

Whatcoat, fifty-five for brother Jesse Lee, and one blank

;
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the whole number of voters being one hundred and fifteen

:

wliereupon brotlier Richard Whatcoat was declared duly

elected. *

Brother Ormond moved, that whereas the laws now in

force in two or more of the United States pointedly prohibit

the emancipation of slaves, and the third clause of the

ninth section of the Discipline forbids the selling of slaves,

it is evident that the members of the Methodist societies

who own slaves, and remove themselves and families to

another state, or to distant parts of the same state, and

leave a husband or a wife behind, held in bondage by an-

other person, part man and wife, which is a violation of the

righteous laws of God, and contrary to the peace and hap-

piness of families.

And whereas, it is further observed that the rule now
existing among us prevents our members increasing the

number of their slaves by purchase, and tolerates an in-

crease of number by birth, which children are often given

to the enemies of the Methodists.

My mind being seriously impressed with these and seve-

ral other considerations, I move.

That this General Conference take the momentous sub-

ject of slavery into consideration, and make such alterations

in the old rule as may be thought proper.

Brother FoUeson moved, that that part of the ninth sec-

tion of the Discipline which requires the preachers to give

an account of the moneys received as marriage fees be left

out of the form of Discipline. Negatived.

Brother Snethen moved, that the General Conference de-

termine what shall* be allowed for marriage fees. Voted
out.

Brother Bostwick moved, that the words, " marriage

fees" be struck out, and the words "for performing the

service of matrimony " be inserted. Agreed to.

Brother Ward moved, that this conference determine

what standing children are in in our Church by baptism

;

and if it is determined that they are received into the

Church, that they shall have all the privileges of the

Church, (the sacrament of the Lord's supper excepted,)

until their conduct is such as is sufficient to exclude them
from society according to the rules, &c. Voted out.

May 12.

Motion to take
up tlio .slavery

question.

Ofmarriagefees

Form of Disci-
pline to be
clianged.

Eelation of oliU-

dren to the
Church.

TUESDAY MOEIs^ING, MAY 13. May IS.

Brother Ormond's motion, with reference to the appoint- ^JPf'"*'"*'"'
"'

ment of presiding elders, was called up, and negatived. ders.

*

Brother Totten moved, that every child of a travelling Allowance to

preacher shall receive sixteen dollars until the age of seven

years, and from seven to fourteen years twenty-four dollai-s.

Agreed to.

preachers' cUil-

drea
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May 13.

Kent of prcach-
crs' houses.

Circuit* advised
to buy lots and
buiid houses.

When the above
cannot be done,

to rent

Salary of super-
annuated, itc,

and their
wives, wid-
ows, i)nd or-

phans.

How moneys
siiall be drawn
from the Char-
tered Fund.

Amendment to brother Totten's motion :—Nevertheless,

this rule shall not apply to the children of those preachers

whose families are provided for by other means m their cir-

cuits respectively. Carried.

Dr. Coke moved, that when married preachers are

obliged to have dwelling-houses in the country circuits,

and such circuits cannot pay such rents out of the surplus

money belonging to such circuits, after the salaries of the

preachers' wives and children are discharged, the married

preachers aforesaid shall be allowed a moderate sum by the

annual conferences for the payment of their rents. Nega-
tived.

Brother M'Claskey moved, that it be recommended to the

travelling preachers to advise the circuits in general to pur-

chase a lot of ground in each circuit, and to build a preach-

er's house thereon, and to furnish it at least with heavy
furniture, and to lodge the same in the hands of trustees,

appointed by the official members of the quarterly meeting
conference, according to the deed of settlement published

in our form of Discipline. Agreed to.

In addition to the above motion, it was agreed, that this

General Conference do recommend to the country circuits,

in cases where they are not able to comply with the above
request, to rent a house for the married preacher and his

family, Avhen such are stationed upon their circuits respect-

ively ; and that the annual conferences do make up such
rents, as far as they can, when the circuits cannot do it.

Dr. Coke moved, that the superannuated, worn-out, and
supernumerary preachers have the same salary as the trav-

elling preachers. Agreed to.

Dr. Coke moved, that the wives of the superannuated,
worn-out, and supernumerary preachers be allowed the same
salaries as the wives of travelling preachers. Agreed to.

Dr. Coke moved, that the widows of itinerant supers

annuated, worn-out, and supernumerary travelling preach-

ers have the same allowance as the wives of superannu-
ated, worn-out, and supernumerary travelling preachers.

Agreed to.

Dr. Coke moved, that the orphans of superannuated,
worn-out, and supernumerary travelling preachers shall be
allowed, by the annual conferences, if possible, by such
means as they can devise, that sum which is allowed them
by the chartered fund—supposing that the proceeds of said

fund be not sufficient for the above purpose. Agreed to.

Brother Bruce moved, that all drafts upon the chartered

fund be made by the order of the annual conference on the

president of the said fund, signed by the president of the

annual conference, and countersigned by the secretary.

Agreed to.
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May 14.

WEDITESDAY MORNING, MAT 14.

Mr. Asbury and brother Lee's motion :—We move, that

letters be written in and on the behalf of the General Con-
ference, in which the societies of New-York, Philadelphia,

Baltimore, Alexandria, Dover, and Duck-Creek, shall be
informed of the rise of the quarterage of the preachers

that hath taken place upon the pretext of their petition.

Secondly. To request the Baltimore society to raise, by
a mode the most agreeable to themselves, the annual inter-

est of tea thousand dollars, and send it to their yearly con-

ference ; New-York to raise, by their own mode, the inter-

est of eight thousand dollars for their yearly conference

;

Philadelpliia tlie interest of one thousand dollars ; the so-

cieties of Dover and Duck-Creek the interest of three thou-

sand dollars, and Alexandria the interest of two thousand
dollars, for the same purpose. Nevertheless, that they
may raise any other sums they choose. Rejected.

A committee of three members was appointed to draw
a plan for deficiencies.

Brother Mansfield's motion respecting- trials was called Trial of Mcut

up.
^^^^

Brother Cooper moved to introduce the following words
after the word '-guilty:" "by the decision of the members
before whom he is brought to trial, who ai^ to act as a
jury in the case." Agreed to.

Brother Totten moved, that the word " accused " be sub-
stitiited in the first question, instead of the word "sus-
pected." Agreed to.

Amendment to brother Cooper's motion, by brother Wm.
M'Kendree :—Nevertheless, if the minister or preacher dif-

fer in judgment from the society, or the select number, or
a majority of them, concerning the innocence or guilt of
the accused person, the trial of the accused person shall be
referred, by the minister or preacher, to the next quarterly
meeting. Agreed to.

THURSDAY MORNING, MAY 15.

Brother Tolleson's motion for a delegated General Con-
ference was called up, and lost by a great majority.

Brother Lee moved, that no preacher shall be eligible to
a seat in the General Conference until he has travelled four
years. Agreed to.

Brother Lee moved, that there shall be seven yearly con-
ferences, and that the bounds of the New-England Confer-
ence be fixed and divided into two conferences ; and that

the one be called the New-York Conference, and the other
the New-England Conference. Agreed- to.
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May 15.

Slaveholders

Brother Timraons moved, that if any of our travelling

preachers marry persons holding slaves, and thereby be-

come slaveholders, they sliall be excluded our societies,

unless they execute a legal emancipation of their slaves,

agreeably to the laws of the state wherein they live. Su-
perseded.

Brother Mansfield's motion, to make local pi'eachers

eligible to the eldership, was carried in the affirmative.

Voted to be reconsidered, and obtained leave to be with-

drawn.

The second section of the form of Discipline respecting

"the printing of books, and the application of the profits aris-

ing therefrom," is to be left out of the form. Agreed to.

Brother Whatcoat's motion, that this conference deter-

mine where the bishops shall receive their quarterage,

agreed to.

Mr. Asbury moved, that there be a record made upon
the journal of the General Conference of the mode of

recommending and ordaining black and coloured people.

Agreed to.

Brother Mitchell moVed, that some new plan be fixed

upon to put a stop to the printing and spreading of books

without the consent of the conference. Agreed to.

Brother J'enkins moved that the General Conference take

into consideration the sixth section of the second chapter of

the form of Discipline respecting unlawful marriage. To
lie upon the table.

Slaveholders
and Slavery.

Local
ers.

Preach-

FRIDAY MOENING, MAY 16.

Brother Snethen moved, that this General Conference do
resolve, that from this time forth no slaveholder shall be
admitted into the Methodist Episcopal Church. Negatived.

Brother Bloodgood moved, that all negro children be-

longing to the members of the Methodist Society, wlio shall

be born in slavery after the fourth day of July, 1800, shall

be emancipated—males at years, and females at

years. Negatived.

Brother Ormond moved, that the bishops have liberty,

by the suffrage of this General Conference, to ordain local

deacons to the office of elders—those who have been travel-

ling after a probation of four years, and other local deacons

after a probation of eight years : provided, such deacons be
approved and recommended by a majority of the quarterlv

conference of the circuit in which they live, and be elected

by a majority of the annual conference. Negatived.

Brother J. Stoneman moved, that the explanatory notes

be left out of the next edition of the form of Discipline, ex-

cept the notes upon the articles of religion.

Brother Dewey moved, that every local preacher shall
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have his name enrolled upon a class-paper, or forfeit liis ^^y ^^•

license. Agreed to.

Brother Lathomus moved, that every member of the
^'^^''^y

Methodist Episcopal Church, holding slaves, shall, within

the terra of one year from the date hereof, give an instru-

ment of emancipation for all his slaves ; and the quarterly

meeting conference shall determine on the time the slave

shall serve, if the laws of the state do not expressly pro-

hibit their emancipation. Negatived.

Brother Cooper moved, that a committee be appointed

to pi"epare an att'ectionate address to the Methodist societies

in the United States, stating the evils of the spirit and prac-

tice of slavery, the necessity of doing away the evil as far

as the laws of the respective states will allow; and that the

said address be laid before the conference for their consid-

eration, and, if agreed to, be signed by the bishops in behalf

of the conference. Agreed to.

Brother ]M'Kendrce moved, that this General Conference

direct the yearly conferences to appoint a committee to

draw up proper addresses to the state legislatures, from
year to year, for a gradual abolition of slavery. Agreed to.

SATURDAY MOENING, MAY 11

The committee, to whom was referred the subject of ^^""."'

ways and means to raise annual supplies for the support of

the ministry, beg leave to report, and recommend to the

conference for their adoption, the following plan, viz.: To
incorporate the 2Gth and 2'7th sections in the form of Disci-

pline into one section, under the title and arrangement fol-

lowing—" Of raising Annual Supplies for the Propagation

of the Gospel, for the making up the Preachers' Allowance,

and to assist in the Support of the Widows and Orphans
of Preachers."

1. Let every preacher, when first admitted into full con-

nexion, pay two dollars and sixty-seven cents at the yearly

conference.

2. Let every other preacher in full connexion contribute

two dollars every year at the yearly conference.

3. Let the moneys that are brought to the conferences

for marriafres be also given in,

4. Let every preacher, who has the charge of a circuit,

earnestly recommend to every class or society to raise a

quarterly or annual collection by voluntary contribution, or

in such other way and manner as they may judge most ex-

pedient, from time to time, and the moneys so collected

be lodged with the steward or stewaids of the circuit, to be

brought or sent to the annual conference, with a regular

account of the sums raised for this purpose in the classes or

societies respectively.

plic;
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May 17.

Annual
;ilies.

5. Wheresoever there remains in the hands of the stew-

ards a surphxs, after paying the allowance of the preachers

on the circuit, of those moneys raised for the use of the

circuit preachers, let such surplus be brought or sent to the

annual conference.

6. Let every preacher, Avho has the charge of a circuit,

make a yearly collection, and, if expedient, a quarterly one,

in every congregation where there is a probability the peo-

ple would be willing to contribute, and the moneys so col-

lected be lodged in the hands of the steward or stewards, and
be brought or sent, as aforesaid, to the annual conferences.

v. Let there be a public collection at every conference,

both annual and jreneral.

8. Out of the moneys so collected and brought into the

conference, let the various allowances contemplated be paid;

and if at any conference there remain a surplus after pay-
ing such allowances, let such surplus be brought forward
to the next conference.

Dr. Coke moved, that the annual produce of the Char-
tered Fund, as divided amone" the conferences according to

the existmg rules, be applied, together with the above-

mentioned contributions, and for the same purpose, so as

not to militate against the rules of the charter itself.

Agreed to, with the report of the committee.

Brother Lee moved, that the rules proposed for our semi-

naries of learning shall not be printed any more in our form
of Discipline. Carried by two-thirds.

Brother Ormond's motion to make local deacons eligible

to the elder's office was negatived. Ayes 36, noes 4*7.

May 19.

Address to

Methodist so-

cieties.

Answer to ad-
dress of New-
York society.

Book-steward.

To have i

MONDAY MORNING, MAY 19.

The committee, appointed by brother Cooper's motion,

brought in the Address to the Members and Friends of the

Methodist Societies, which was agreed to.

The committee to answer tiie Address of the Society of

New-York reported the answer, and it was agreed to.

A motion was made by brother Lyell, to allow the book-

steward two hundred and eighty dollars. Negatived.

A motion was made to allow the general book-steward two
hundred and fifty dollars, clear of all expenses. Agreed to.

Moved, that the eighth article, in answer to the third

question of the twelfth section of the first chapter of the

form of Discipline, be taken out, and a new rule be inserted

under the new section respecting the regulation of the book,

business, as follows :

—

No travelling preacher shall print or circulate any books

or pamphlets, without the consent of the annual conference

to which he belongs, except as an agent of the general

book-steward.
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Brothers Lee, Cooper, and Bruce, were appointed as n

committee to prepare a section for the books, <kc.

Moved, that the African brethren in New-York be de-

sired to apply for a charter similar to that of our African

society in Philadelphia; but if that cannot be obtained,

that they apply for such a charter as is granted to the

white brethren in New-York, imder the title of the "Afri-

can Methodist Episcopal Church ;" but if the above-men-

tioned title be not admissible, it shall be left to the New-
York Conference to determine the title, and all other par-

ticulars respecting the business.

A motion was made that the words "shall be expelled"

be left out, and the words " be suspended for six months,

and deprived of the privilege of the sacrament," be inserted

in the rule respecting unlawful marriages. Lost—ayes 20,

noes 44.

Brother Cooper moved, that the words " under the ne-

cessity of marrying " be left out of tlie said rule, and the

words " believe it her duty to marry " be inserted.

Agreed to.

May 19.

TUESDAY MOEN^G, MAY 20.

Mr. Asbury moved, that a general book of records be

kept of the proceedings of the annual conferences by a

secretary, and a copy of the said record be sent to the Gen-
eral Conference. Agreed to.

Brother Cooper moved to strike out, in the rule on the

trial of members, the words " and to make hin> a subject

of wrath and hell." Agreed to.

Brother Snethen moved, that the preachers take a regular

account of all the deaths in the societies, and make a return

of them to the annual conference, and that the numbers so

retui-ned be printed in the yeaily Minutes. Agreed to.

On a motion of brotlier Lee, to determine when and where

the next General Conference shall be held, it was determined,

by vote, that the next General Conference shall be held in

the city of Baltimore, on the sixth day of May, 1804.

On motion, it was resolved, that the New-York Confer-

ence shall include all the state of Connecticut, and all that

part of the states of Massachusetts, Vciinont, and New-
Hampshire which is now included in the districts of New-
York and New-London, together with all that part of the

state of New-York east of the Hudson River.

The New-England Conference to include all the circuits

from the bounds of the New-York Conference eastward and
northward, and the whole of the district of Maine.

Resolved, That the form of Discipline shall be printed by
itself, and the notes likewise printed distinctly out, with

such references that they may be bound with the form, and

May 20.

Records.

Boundaries of
N. York Con-
ference.

Boundaries of
New-En;;laE<l
Conference.

Discipline to be
printed with-
out notes.
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May 20.

Atitlioiity to fill

vacancies in
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Fund.

Answer
O'Kellv.

Answer to scc-

oond question.

Amendment to

fourth section

of Discipline.

Prcacliers who
own skives, to

emancipate.

Ordination of
coloured peo-
ple.

Book busineas.

that tlie preachers shall have libert}- to order as many as

they please, with the notes or without tliem. Agreed to.

Brother Cooper moved, tliat in case of the death, resig-

nation, or expulsion from society, of one or more of the

trustees of the Chartered Fund in the recess of the General

Conference, that the Philadelphia Conference be authorized

to elect one or more trustees to fill the place or places of

the person or persons until the next conference. Agreed to.

Hexolred, That brothers Roberts and Snethen be re-

quested to draw up an answer to James O'Kelly's book,

and that brother Morrell assist them with his judgment in

the prctcess of the work.

In answer to the second question, "Where shall the

bishops receive their quarterage ?" it was
Resolved, That each annual conference shall examine into

the accounts of the expenses and quai-terage of the bishops,

and shall pa}^ a proportionable part of said expenses and

quarterage, according to the money brought into the con-

ference for the support of the gospel.

Brother Mansfield moved, that the words after the word
" by," in the N. B. in the fourth section, be left out, and

the following be inserted :" one traveUing preacher, one

travelling elder, and one travelling deacon." Negatived.

Brother Cooper moved, that the N. B. in the fourth sec-

tion be amended thus :
" by nine travelling preachers, three

of whom shall be elders, three others deacons or elders, and

the other three preachers, deacons, or ciders." Agreed to.

Moved/'' that when any of our travelling preachers be-

come owners of a sla^'e or slaves by any means, they shall

forfeit their ministerial character in the Methodist Episcopal

Church, unless they execute, if it be practicable, a legal

emancijiation of such slave or slaves, agreeably to the laws

of the state wherein they live. Agreed to.

A regulation respecting the ordination of coloured people

to the office of deacons :—

-

The bishops have obtained leave, by the suffrages of this

General Conference, to ordain local deacons of our African

brethren, in places where they have built a house or houses

for the worship of God : Provided, they have a person

among them qualified for that office, and he can obtain an

election of two-thirds of the male members of the society

to which he belongs, and a recommendation from the min-

ister who has the charge, and his fellow-labourers in the

city or circuit.

Of the printing and circulating of books, and the profits

arising therefrom :

—

"' This motion was originally offereil by brother Timnions, and -was

conceived, by the secretary, to have been superseded by the process

of the business upon slavery. But the conference voted that they

would act upon it, with the amendments, the same as a new motion.
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1. Ezekiel Cooper is appointed bv the General Confer-

ence the superintendent of the book business. The super-

intendent shall have power to regulate the pubUcations, and

all other concerns of the business, accordinflr to the state of

the finances from time to time : it shall be his duty to com-

plain to the annual conferences if any of the preachers or

members neglect to make due payment: he may publish

any books or tracts which at any time may be approved of

or recommended by the majority of an annual conference,

provided the same be approved of by the book committee,

which shall be appointed by the Philadelphia Conference

:

he may republish any books heretofore approved and pub-

lished by us, when in his judgment the same ought to be

reprinted.

The superintendent shall be allowed for his services two
hundred and fifty dollars annually, clear of all expenses, or

deductions for board, house-rent, «fec., and eighty dollars

for a boy, <tc.

2. It shall be the dutv of every presiding elder, where
no book-steward is appointed, to see that his district be

duly supplied with books : he is to request the superin-

tendent to send such books as are wanted, and give direc-

tion to whose care the same are to be sent ; and he is to

take the oversight of all the books sent to his district, and
to account with the superintendent for the same : he is to

have the books distributed among the several circuits in his

district, in such quantities and in such a manner as he may
judge proper from his own information, and keep an account

with each preacher, who receives and sells the books : he is

to'receive the money and forward it to the superintendent.

When a presiding elder is removed, he is to make a full

settlement with the superintendent for all the books sold

on his district, and make a transfer to his successor of all

the books and accounts left with the preachers in the dis-

trict, the amount of which shall go to his credit, and pass

to the debit of his successor. Let a certificate of the

amount of such transfer be sent to the superintendent.

3. It shall be the duty of every preacher, who has the

charge of a circuit, to see that his circtiit be duly supplied

with books, and to take charge of all the books sent to, or

that may be in his circuit, and account with the presiding

elder for the same. When a preacher leaves his circuit,

he must settle with the presiding elder for all the books he
has disposed of. and make out an inventory of all that are

remaining unsold, which must be collected at one place,

the amount of which shall go to his credit and be trans-

ferred to his successor, who is to take charge of the same.

In case the preacher who has the charge of a circuit be

negligent in disposing of books, let the presiding elder com-
mit the charge of the books to another.

Ewkiel Cooper

Hkdutj.

His 2nowaiK&

Presiding Ei-
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in distributirg

book;.
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4. The preachers shall be allowed for their trouble not

less than fifteen, nor more than twenty-five per cent., upon
the wholesale price for all the books they sell ; but the

per cent, shall be regulated as in the judgment of the su-

perintendent the different impressions will afford, one-third

of which the presiding elder shall have for his trouble, and
the other two-thirds shall be allowed to the preachers who
sell them in their different circuits.

5. The superintendent may, from time to time, supply

the preachers with books in those circuits adjacent to Phil-

adelphia, and keep his accounts and settle with them for

the same : in such cases the regulation respecting presiding

elders does not apply.

6. In all cases where books are sent to distant places, the

presiding* elders or preachers shall be allowed to put a

small additional price on such books as will best bear it, in

order to pay the expense of freight or carriage ; but the

addition must not be nioie than will pay such expense.

Y. Let every annual conference appoint a committee, or

committees, to examine the accounts of the presiding elders,

preachers, or book-stewards, in their respective districts or

circuits. Let every presiding elder and every preacher do
all in their power to recover all debts due to the concern,

which may remain in the hands of any person within their

districts or circuits. Let every preacher or member in-

debted to the Book Concern, who refuses to make payment,

or to come to a just settlement, be dealt with for a breach of

trust, and some effectual measures be adopted to recover such

debts agreeably to the direction of the annual conference.

8. There shall be no draft made upon the Book Con-
cern, until its debts are discharged and a sufficient capital

provided for carrying on the business, after which the

profits arising from the books shall be regularly paid to the

Chartered Fund, and the said profits applied, with the^

annual income of the funded stock, to the support of the

distressed travelling preachers and their families, the wid-

ows and orphans of preachers, &c.

9. It shall be the duty of the preacher who travels with

either of the bishops, if he be authorized by the superin-

tendent, to act as his agent in the settlement of accounts,

or in transacting any business belonging to the Concern.

10. In case of the death, dismission, or resignation of

the superintendent, in the recess of the General Confer-

ence, the Philadelphia Conference shall have power to ap-

point another superintendent, until the next General Con-

ference. Agreed to.

Tuesday evening, May 20, 1800, the General Conference

adjourned to the sixth day of May, A. D. 1804.

(Signed,) T. COKE, President.

Nicholas Snethen, Sec.
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Western Conference—William Bvurk, Thomas Milligan, John Wat-
son, Louther Taylor*—4.

South Carolina Conference—Josiah Randall, George Daugherty,
Hanover Dunning, Moses Mathews, James Jenkins—5.

Virginia Conference—Jesse Lee, Samuel Risher, Daniel Hall, John
Cocks, John Buxton, Humphrey Wood, Joseph Moore, Jesse Coe, Jona-

than Jackson, Christ. Mooring, Daniel Ross, Samuel Gerrard, John
Gainewell, William Allgood, Alex. M'Caine, Joseph Pennell, Phihp
Bruce—17,

Baltimore Conference—John Potts, Solomon Han-is, Henry Willis,

Enoch George, Hamilton Jefferson, Thomas Lucas, John Simmons, Jesse

Stoneman, William Knox, Law. M'Combes, Joshua Wells, John Pitts,

Henry Smith, Seely Bunn, Peter B. Da^is, David Stevens, James Ward,
Samuel Coat, James Quinn, Daniel Hitt, Daniel Fiddler, John West,
Nicholas Snethen, William Waters, James Hunter, Lastley Mathews,
Thornton Fleming, Nathan B. Wells, James Painter—29.

Philadelphia Conference—John M'Claskey, Thos. Sargent, Thos.

Ware, Thomas Smith, Joseph Everett, William M'Lenahen, David Bar-

tine, Richard Swain, Joseph Totten, Anning Owen, Elijah Woolsey,
William Onedenburgh, Robert Dillon, Gamaliel Biiiley, Robert Sparks.

Joseph Stone, Ezekicl Cooper, Walter Fountain, Benjamin Bidlack,

William Colbert, William Mills, Joseph Jewell, Richard Sncath, John-
son Dunham, Edward Larkins, John Crawford, James Smith, Daniel

Ryan,* Jas. Herron, Richard Lyon,* Jacob Gruber,* Solomon Sharpe,

Gideon Knowlton,* William Bishop, Eleer Cowles, James Moore, Caleb
Rindle, Morris Howe, George Roberts, William P. Chandler, David
James—41.

On inquiry, decided not entitled to a seat in this conference.
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New-York Conference—Freeborn Garrettson, Michael Coate, Ralph

Williston, John Wilson, Daniel Ostrander, Augustus Joselyn, Joseph

Crawford, Nathan Emory, James Campbell, Aaron Hunt, Abner Wood,

Joseph Sawyer—12.

Boston Conference, 4

Western do. 4

South Carolina do 6

Virginia do IT

Baltimore do 29

Philadelphia do 41

New-York do 12

112

Total, 112.

Excepted* 6.

Shadrach Bostwick came on the 21st.

•' On inquiry it was found that Lowther Taylor, Daniel Ryan,
Gideon Kuowlton, Jacob Gruber, and Richard Lyon were not

entitled to a seat in this conference.
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MONDAY, MAY 7. Mayi.

Dr. Coke moved, to read the By-Laws of last confer- By-Laws,

ence, one by one, and ratify, amend, or annul them.

Carried.

RULES FOR THE ORDER OF CONFERENCE.

1. Any person speaking shall not be interrupted, except Eniei.

by the presidents^ when they judge that he deviates too

much from the point ; nevertheless, an appeal may be made
to the conference, by any two of the members, from the

president, but neither the conference nor the president

shall speak to the point, but barely take the vote.

2. No person shall have liberty to speak above a quarter Rule 2.

of an hour at a time, except with the permission of the con-

ference; but still the conference shall grant or prohibit

without debate.

3. If any person think himself misrepresented by a Eule 3.

speaker, he shall have a right to explain, in as few words
as possible, after the speaker has done.

4. No person shall speak oftener than three times on any Eu'e 4.

question.

6. The sitting of conference shall be from 9 to 12 in the Eu'e 5-

morning, and from 3 to G in the afteinoon.

6. No question shall be proposed on 'a different subject Euie 6.

from that under debate, until the question debated be de-

cided or postponed.

Y. A secretary shall be chosen by the conference, who Euie 7.

shall keep a regular journal of all the proceedings of the

conference, which journal shall be signed by the president

and countersigned by the secretary at the close of the con-

ference. The proceedings of the conference each day shall

be read on the succeeding day in conference, before the

4



50 Journal of General Conference, 1804.

May 7.

Rule 8.

J. "Wilson, Sec-
retary.

Rule 9.

Rule 10.

Rule 12.

Rule 13.

Rule 14.

business of the day shall be entered upon, and the com-

plete journals of the conference shall also be read in con-

ference before the final close thereof.

8. John Wilson is elected secretary.

9. No motion shall be put, except by the president^ un-

less it be first delivered at the table in writing, after being

read by the mover and seconded.

10. No old rule shall be abolished, except by a majority

of two-thirds.

11. No member of the conference shall leave the city of

Baltimore until the conference shall adjourn, without first

obtaining leave of absence.

12. No member shall leave the room, to go into the city,

without leave.

13. Any member shall have liberty to copy, at pleasure,

any motion that is laid on the table.

14. No spectators shall be admitted but members of

society, and such as have introduction by, or a ticket from,

a member of conference.

Coke's Resolu-
tions lost.

Resolution
Rules.

Dr. Coke moved, that no regulation, or law, should

finally pass this conference until it has been read at three

distinct sittings, and has received the approbation of the

conference each time. Lost, 4Y ayes to 56 nays.

Dr. Coke moved, that no new regulation, or law, shall

finally pass this conference until it has been read at three

distinct sittings. Lost.

Brother Lyell moved, that the rule which provides that

no law be abolished but by the voice of two-thirds of the

conference, be reconsidered. Carried.

Brother Lyell moved, that the above rule be rescinded.

Lost by a majority of 1.

Brother Jesse Lee moved, that no name of members be
used in debate. Lost.

Mays. TUESDAY, MAT 8.

Mr. Black of Bishop Asbury moved, that brother Black, from Nova
ova cotia.

ggotia, have the privilege of speaking, but not of voting, in

conference. Carried, unanimously.

Brother Black was, by vote, appointed as time-keeper

for the speakers ; but afterward the matter was, on motion.

Brother Totten reconsidered, and brother Totten nominated and appointed
Time-keeper, time-keeper for the day.

A motion was made by brother Joselyn, that every mo-
tion lie on the table one sitting before debate. Lost.

Terms of Com- A motion, by brother Bruce, that no new rules affecting
mumon.

^^^ terms of communion shall be made unless passed by a

majority of two-thirds, was lost.
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A motion for the reconsideration of brother Bruce's mo-

tion—lost.

Brother Alex. M'Caine moved, that a committee be ap-

pointed to inquire into the right of Gideon Knowlton, Low-
ther Taylor, Daniel Ryan, Jacob Gruber, and Richard

Lyon, to a seat in this conference. Carried.

Thomas Milligan, Josiah Randall, Jesse Lee, Daniel Hilt,

William Colbert, Freeborn Garrettson, and George Picker-

ing, were nominated and appointed a committee for the

above purpose.

Brother G. Roberts moved, that this conference revise

the Discipline of our Church, and that in revising it, it shall

be read chapter by chapter, section by section, and para-

graph by paragraph. Carried.

Dr. Coke moved,
1. The assent of the conference to every paragraph of

the Discipline Avhich is not debated, shall be taken by the

mode of sitting down. Camed.
2. The assent to every paragraph which is debated shall

be t{»ken by the members rising up. Carried.

3. The assent of the conference to every section, except-

ing such parts of it as shall have been expunged or abol-

ished, shall be taken by rising up. Carried.

Brother Cooper moved an alteration in the twenty-third

Article of Religion, viz., "Constitution of the United States"

for " General Act of Confederation," and "are a sovereign

and independent nation, and " to be inserted between the

word " states " and " ought not to be subject to any foreign

jurisdiction." Carried.

Jesse Lee, for the committee, reported, that the commit-

tee were unanimous in their opinion that Lowther Taylor,

Daniel Ryan, Gideon Knowlton, Jacob Gruber, and Richard

Lyon, are not entitled to a seat in this conference.

Resolved, by vote, that the report of the committee be

considered by conference separately and distinctly with

respect to the several persons objected against.

Determined, by vote, that the time of any preacher's

travelling, under the direction of a pi-esiding elder, shall not

be reckoned as part of his probation, which shall com-
mence from the time of his reception by conference.

A motion, that the consideration of the cases of the five

brethren be referred to the same committee for a final dis-

cussion and determination. Carried.

A motion, by brother Snethen, that tlie third section of

the Discipline be divided into two parts, the one to define

the business of the General Conference, and the other that

of the yearly conferences. Lost.

A motion, by brother M'Claskey, that the General Con-
ference be composed of such members as shall have trav-

elled under conference six years or more. Lost.

Maya
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Mays. Brother John Pitts moveJ, that all the preachers who
Eligibility to ghall have travelled four years from the time they were
ference. received on trial by an annual conference, and are in full

connexion, shall compose the General Conference. Canied.

Appointment of Brother Snethen moved, to add to the answer of the

iio!(iin™yeiiriy question, "Who shall appoint the times of holding the
Conferences. yearly Conferences?" ^i'wsw'er. The bishops; "but they shall

allow the annual conferences to sit a week at least."

Carried.

May !>.

Final Itoport of
Committee on
Seats.

Lee's resolution

earned.

Vermont Dis-
trict afi(l«d to

New-Eiiprland
Conference.

New-London
District.

Alb.inv District,

Busquebamiah
District.

Greenbrier Dis-
trict

Swaimino, Mor-
franton, and
Wilmington
Circuits.

New-Endand
Conference.

New-York Con-
ference.

Philadelphia
Conference.

WEDNESDAY MORNE^TG, MAY 9.

Jesse Lee reported, from the committee, that they are

of opinion the five brethren have not a right to sit in this

conference.

Ezekiel Cooper moved the insertion of this question and
ansv,^er, "Who shall appoint the place of holding the annual

conferences? Ansioer. Each annual conference shall appoint

the place of its own sitting." Carried.

Jesse Lee moved the question concerning location be in

these terms, "Who are located this year?" &c. Carried.

Ezekiel Cooper moved, that the question be, "Who are the

supernumerary, superannuated, and worn-out pi-eachers ?"

Carried.

Jesse Lee moved, that the Vermont District be added to

the J^CAV-England Conference. Carried.

Jos. Taylor moved, tliat the New-London District be
added to the NcM'-England Conference. Carried.

The above two motions were made jointly by brother

Taylor, but the vote was taken separately on the motion of

brother Lee.

Freeborn Garrettson moved, that the Albany District be
added to the New-York Conference. Carried.

On a motion, whetlier the Susquehannah District belongs
to the Baltimore or Philadelphia Conference—the confer-

ence decided it belongs to Baltimore, 54 to 45.

J. Ward moved, that the Greenbrier District be connected
with the Baltimore Conference. Carried.

Jas. Jenkins moved, that the Swaimino, Morganton, and
Wilmington Circuits be added to the South Carolina Con-
ference. Carried.

1. The New-England Conference shall include the Dis-
trict of Maine, and the Boston, New-London, and Vermont
Districts.

2. The New-York -Conference comprehends the New-
York, Pittsfield, Albany, and Upper Canada Districts.

3. The Philadelphia Conference shall include the re-

mainder of the state of New-York, all New-Jersey, that

part of Pennsylvania which lies on the east side of the Sus-
qiiehannah Ptiver—except what belongs to the Susquehan-
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nah District—the state of Delaware, the Eastern Shore of

Maryland, and all tlie rest of the peninsula.

4. The Baltimore Conference shall include the remainder

of Pennsylvania, the Western Sliorc of Maryland, the

Northern Neck of Virginia, and the Greenbrier District.

5. The Virginia Conference shall include all that part of

Virginia which lies on the south side of the Rappahannock
River and east of the Blue Ridge, and all that part of

North Carolina which lies on the north side of Cape Fear

River, except Wilmington, also the circuits which are situ-

ated on the branches of the Yadkin.

6. The South Carolina Conference shall include the re-

mainder of North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia.

7. The Western Conference shall include the states of

Tennessee, Kentucky, and Ohio, and that part of Virginia

which lies west of the great river Kanawha, with the Illi-

nois and the Natchez. Provided, that the bishops shall

have authority to appoint other yearly conferences, &c.

Thomas Syell moved, that the note immediately subse-

quent to the answer of the 8th question be postponed until

we take into consideration the 5th section. Carried.

Brother M'Caine moved, that the words " and shall be

signed by the president and secretary," be inserted in the

Minutes concerning records of conferences between the

words " purpose " and " and let." Carried.

Brother Cooper moved, that the words "in future" be
left out in the 1st question, the question to be, " How is a

bishop constituted ?" Carried.

Brother Cooper moved, that the words " and as the Dis-

cipline directs," shall be added to the third answer of the

question, "What are the duties of a bishop ?" Carried.

Brother Wells moved the alteration of the word " the
"

into " a " bishop. Carried.

Brother Cooper moved, that the word " guilty " be

changed into the word "accused " at the beginning of the

answer to fifth question—"If a bishop be accused," &c.

Carried.

May ft

Baltimore Con-
ference.

Virginia Confer-
ence.

Soutli Carolina
Conference.

Western Con-
ference.

Syell's resolu-

tion carried.

M'Caine's reso-

lution carried.

Cooper's resolu-

tion carried.

Wells's resolu-

tion carried.

THURSDAY, MAY 10. May 10.

Bishop Whatcoat rose to recommend the suppression of Suppression of

passion or ill-will in debate, and that reason should rule in
i"^^'""-

ever}' loA-ing contest.

Bishop Asbury moved, that the doors be closed. Carried. Closed doors.

Closed against all but members of conference, by a further

vote taken and carried.

Thomas Syell moved, that the further consideration of syeii's

the answer given to the fifth question be postponed until

we take into consideration the fifth section. Carried.

Nicholas Snethen moved, that the word " episcopal " be iu*tion°(inie^

resoln-
tlon carried.
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May 10.

Adjournment.

Leave of ab-
sence obtained.

May 11.

Leave of
sence.

ab-

Ooke's motion
carried.

Discipline.

connected with the word " office " in the sixth question.

Carried.

N. Snethen moved, that in the answer of the sixth ques-

tion, the words the " episcopal office " be substituted for
" any ministerial function whatever." Carried.

A motion, by brother Wells, to add to the former amend-
ment the words " or any ministerial function whatever,"

was lost.

R. Williston moved, that the paragraph concerning or-

daining local deacons be postponed, and resumed witli the

twenty-first section. Carried.

Thomas Syell moved the abolition of the whole fifth sec-

tion, concerning presiding eldei-s. This was afterward

altered by the mover, that there be no presiding elders.

A motion to adjourn till this afternoon, for further con-

sideration, on a division, was carried.

Thursday Afternoon.

Jos. Jewell and Joseph Sawyer asked and obtained leave

of absence to attend a funeral.

A motion, made by brother Totten, that the answer to

the first question be changed to " The preachers in full con-

nexion, who are to travel within the bounds of the district

over which he is to preside the ensuing year," was lost.

After a long debate, the motion, "That there be no pre-

siding elders," was lost.

A motion, made by brother Snethen, that to the second

answer, second question, the words, " travelling elders ex-

cepted," be added, was lost.

Brother Snethen's motion, that in the third answer the

words "local preachers" be inserted after "receive," on a
motion to adjourn, was voted to be decided this evening,

and was lost.

FKIDAY, MAY 11.

Brother Everitt and brother Gainewell obtained leave of

absence from conference, as they shall judge jjroper, for the

sake of their health.

Brother Joselyn obtained leave of absence for this after-

noon.

A motion was made by Dr. Coke, to divide the spiritual

and temporal concerns in the Discipline. The present con-

sideration of this was carried by. vote.

On the motion that the spiritual and temporal be divided

—

carried.

Voted, by general voice, that the Discipline be included

in one volume—in parts.

Ezekiel Cooper moved, that the words, " as the Discipline

directs," be added to the third answer of the second ques-

tion. Carried.
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A motion, by brother M'Claskey, that no presiding elder

shall have power to remove the preacher who has the

charge of the circuit or station, without his consent, was lost.

N. Snethen moved the substitution of "and" for "or"
in the third answer, second question. Carried.

Ezekiel Cooper moved a. corresponding alteration of

"or" into "and," third answer, third question, section 4.

Carried. " Receive and suspend" in both places.

Ezekiel Cooper moved, tliat to the fourth answer to second

question, fifth section, be added. " But in case there are two

or more presiding elders belonging to one conference, the

bishop or bishops may, by letter or otherwise, appoint the

president ; but if no appointment be made, or the presiding

elder appointed do not attend, the conference shall, in

either of these cases, elect the president by ballot, without

debate, from among the presiding elders. Carried.

Brother M'Combs moved, as an amendment to a motion

of brother Roberts, that the Avords, "and none else," be

inserted in the fi^fth answer to the second question, between

the words "circuit" and "to hear." Carried.

Joshua Wells moved, that in the same answer the words

"and try" be inserted between "receive" and "appeal."

Carried.

Brother Jenkins moved, that this assembly be called the

Quarterly Meeting Conference. Carried.

Brother M'Caine moved, that the Quarterly Meeting

Conference shall appoint a secretary to take down the pro-

ceedings of the Quarterly Meeting Conference in a book,

kept by one of the stewards of the circuit for that purpose.

Carried.

The words "one of" by a subsequent motion.

Brother Moore moved, that the following question be insert-

ed previous to the fifth question, fifth section :
" Shall the pre-

siding elder have power to employ a preacher who has been

rejected at the previous annual conference ?" Camed.
Brother Moore moved, that the answer be :

" He shall

not, unless the conference should give him hberty, under

certain conditions." Carried.

Brother Snethen obtained leave of absence.

May It

ArClaskey'B mo-
tion lost

Cooper's motion
carried.

Appointment of
Secretary.

Moore's motion
carried.

SATURDAY, MAT 12.

John Cocks obtained leave of absence this day.

Thomas Lucas obtained leave of absence for next week,

to attend court.

Geo. Roberts moved, that a committee of seven mem-
bers, one from each annual conference, be appointed to

inquire into the necessities of the preachers, and the proba-

ble expenses of the most necessitous in coming to and re-

turninff from the General Conference. Carried.

May 12.

Leave ot ab-

sence granted.
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May 12.

Committee on
necessities of

the preachers,

and probable
expense of
travelling to

and from Gen-
eral Confer-
ence.

Wells's motion
carried.

Willis's motion
carried.

M'Claskey'smo-
tion carried.

Leave of ab-
sence.

Daugherty's
motion carried.

Brothers Colbert, Bruce, Dauglierty, Garrettson, Hitt,

Burk, and Pickering, were nominated and appointed the

committee.

A motion to collect in all the churches, for the supply of

necessities, was carried.

Joshua Wells moved, that the fifth question, fourth section,

be in these terms :
" What provision shall be made for the

trial of a bishop, if he should be accused of immoraUty in

the interval of the General Conference ?" Carried.

H. Willis moved, that the following amendment be incor-

porated in the answer to the fifth question, fourth section

:

" But no accusation shall be received against a bishop unless

it be delivered in writing, signed by the witnesses Avho are

to prove the crime." Carried.

E. Cooper moved the following addition to the amend-
ment : "And a copy of the accusation shall be given to the

accused bishop."

Brother James moved, that to the answer of fifth question,

fifth section, be added, " But he shall be accountable to the

annual conference for what he receivos as his salary." Carried.

John M'Claskey moved the following amendment to be
inserted in the note of the second answer to second question,

between the words "conference" and "shall," viz.: "ex-
cept in case of sickness, debility, or other imavoidable cir-

cumstances." Carried.

Joshua Wells moved, that the words, " or ever be allowed

to preacji among us," be added to the note of second answer
of second question, immediately after the word "office."

Cai-ried.

Enoch George obtained leave of absence.

A motion was made that the following words be added to

the amended answer to the note of the second answer to sec-

ond question, viz. :
" Nevertheless, the final determination in

all such cases is in the yearly conference." Carried.

George Daugherty moved, that the following addition be
made to the second answer of the third question, fourth sec-

tion, viz.: "Provided he shall not allow any to remain in the

same station raoi'e than two years successively, excepting

the presiding elders, supernumeraries, superannuated and
worn-out preachers." Carried.

A motion to add, " except in cases of sickness of fami-

lies," was lost.

May 14

Leave of
Bence.

MONDAY, MAY 14.

ab- Brothers Ward, Knox, and Quinn, obtained leave of

absence.

Samuel Coate moved, that the rule for considering the

Discipline chapter by chapter, section by section, paragraph

by paragraph, be reconsidered and rejected. Lost.
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Brother Bruce moved for an explanation of the amendment
made to the second answer of the third question, fourth sec-

tion, on brother Daugherty's motion, viz., whetlier the rule

then passed have a retrospective reference to former sta-

tions, or only relates to stations that shall be made in future.

Brother Taylor moved, that the amendment last men-
tioned be reconsidered. Lost.

Brother Lee moved, that the rule go into operation from

this conference. Lost.

Brother Waters moved, that the amendment do not

operate in respect to the three next northern conferences.

Carried.

Brother E. Cooper moved for the reading of the letters

from the European conferences. Carried.

E. Cooper moved, that Dr. Coke shall have leave from
this General Conference to return to Europe, agreeably to

the request of the European conferences, j^^ovided he shall

hold himself subject to the call of three of our annual con-

ferences, to return to us when he shall be requested ; but

at furthest, that he shall return, if he lives, to the next Gen-
eral Conference. To lie on the table till called up.

Mem.—Dr. Coke had, previous to this motion, read the

letters from England and Ireland.

A motion to appoint a committee on the letters was with-

drawn.

Brother J. M'Claskey moved, that brother Roberts's mo-
tion to read the Discipline chapter by chapter, &c., be re-

considered so far as to give liberty to any two members
who may choose to bring forward the consideration of the

Book Concern, the case of the local preachers, the Chartered

Fund, slavery, or marriage. Carried.

Brother Ware moved, that a committee of seven be ap-

pointed to take up and mature the Book Concern—one from
each conference. Carried.

Joshua Taylor, Thomas Wai-e, George Daugherty, Joseph
Moore, Daniel Ostrander, Daniel Hitt, and William Burk,

were nominated and appointed severally a committee.

Brother M'Caine moved, that the subject of slavery be
the order of the day for next Wednesday. Carried.

Dr. Coke moved, that the words "two or three " be sub-

stituted for the word "the " in the amendment of the an-

swer of the fifth question, fouith section, before the word
" witnesses "—" two or three witnesses." Carried, 49 to 46.

Alexander M'Caine moved, that the same alterations be
made in the note to the answer of the third question, seventh

section, as were made respecting elders in note to second
answer, second question, sixth section. Carried.

A motion was made to add the epithet " general " to
" bonds "—" general bonds "—in the second answer to

second question. Carried.

May 14.

Explanation of
amendment.

Ecaflinc of Jot-

ters from Eu-
ropean Confer-
ences.

Committee on
Book Concern.

Subject of Slav-

cry.
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May 14

M'Claskey'smo-
tion carried.

Charter Fund
the order of
the day.

Hall's motion
carried.

Eule concerning
Marriage.

May 15.

Charter Fund.

Local preachers.

Letter on Char-
ter Fund read.

Vacancies in

Board of Tru3-

Brother M'Caine moved, to substitute " we recommend
morning preaching at five o'clock," k.c., for " we are fully,"

(fee, in the fourth answer, second question. Carried.

Brother Cooper moved to substitute, " and conduct your-

selves prudently " for "and cautiously," third answer, third

question. Carried.

Brother Cooper moved to substitute the word "because
"

for the word " else," sixth answer, third question. Carried.

Brother Cooper moved to insert the words " lovingly

and" between the words "that" and "plainly," in the

seventh answer, third question. Carried.

Dr. Coke moved the insertion of the word " you " after

" want " in the eleventh answer,, third question. Carried.

John M'Claskey moved, that no member interrupt the

proceedings of this conference by moving to alter words
where the sense is not changed. Carried.

Ezekiel Cooper moved that the Avords " on trial " be an-

nexed to the word " received," in the answer to fourth ques-

tion, third paragraph—" no one shaJl be received on trial."

Carried.

Alexander M'Caine moved, that in the fourth paragraph
of the answer to the fourth question, after the word " pro-

bation," be inserted, "' which is to commence from his being

received at the yearly conference." Carried.

Thomas Lyell moved, that the business of the Charter

Fund be the order of the day for to-morrow. Carried.

Brother Hall moved, that any preacher that is received

on trial shall have a form of Discipline gratis. Carried.

Brother Jenkins moved, that the rule concerning marriage

be considered on Thursday morning. Carried.

A motion, by brother Cooper, respecting appointing and
dismissing stewards and leaders was, by vote, postponed
till Thursday.

TUESDAY, MAY 15.

A motion, by brother Bruce, that the order of the day
on the Charter Fund be postponed, and the consideration

of local preachers taken up, was lost.

A motion, by brother Waters, that the business of the

local preachers be considered immediately after the business

of the Charter Fund is decided, all other motions notwith-

standing, was lost.

George Roberts moved, that the letter, with the nomi-

nation and statement from the trustees of the Cliarter Fund,

be read before we proceed to a discussion of tlie business.

Carried.

The secretary accordingly read the papers mentioned,

and the articles of association.

George Roberts moved, that the Geneial Conference act

upon the nominations to fill up the vacancies in the Board
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of Trustees, without going into investigation of the difficul-

ties of Philadelphia. Carried.

On taking the votes, by ballot, for electing a trustee for

the Charter Fund, in the stead of Henry Manley, the votes

were found, for Charles Cavender sixty-six, for Samuel
Wilmer eleven ; but an objection was made against the

election on the o;round of the nomination having been made
four years ago.

A motion, by Ezekiel Cooper, that brother Roberts's mo-
tion be reconsidered, was lost.

On reading the nomination of two others, William Budd
and John Wood, of whom to elect one trustee of the Char-

ter Fund, in the stead of Burton Wallace, brother Cooper
opposed the nomination, and, on motion and vote of confer-

ence, read their resignation, in the year 1801, from the

Methodist Church in Philadelphia.

Ezekiel Cooper moved, that whereas the third article of

the charter of association of the Charter Fund expressly

declares that no person shall be eligible as a trustee of the

said corporation who has not been a member of said Church
according to the rules and Disciphne thereof, as aforesaid,

at least iive years next preceding his election ; and whereas

certain persons, now nominated to be trustees, did withdraw
from the Methodist Church in Philadelphia in the summer
of 1801, and were not readmitted on trial, or as members,
till the spring of 1802, and of course have been only two
years, since they were readmitted, either on trial or as mem-
bers, therefore.

Resolved, That in the opinion of this conference they are

not eligible to the office of trustees agreeably to the act of

incorporation and rules of our Discipline.

Carried.

Daniel Hitt desired to retire from the book committee on
account of health, which was granted, and Thornton Flem-
ing was appointed in his stead.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 16.

John Potts applied for leave of absence, to go to his sta-

tion. Not granted.

P. Bruce brought forward a motion respecting local

eldership, and a petition from the Virginia Annual Confer-

ence concerning slavery, which, by vote, were ordered to

lie on the table till called for in regular course of pro-

cedure.

G. Hall moved, that no person be admitted as a specta-

tor during the sitting of the General Conference. Carried.

George Roberts proposed to read a motion to investigate

the difficulties of Philadelphia, implicating a charge against

May 15.

Ballot forTnui-
tee.

Trustea of tlio

Charter Fund,

Hitt retired
from Book
Committee

—

Fleming; ap-
pointed in his

stead.

May 16.

Leave of ab-
sence.

Brnce's motion
laiii on 'tlie

table.

Spectators.
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JUaylfi.

Paper read.

Coke's motion
carried.

Nominations.

tetter concern-
ing Chartered
Fund.

Extract from
John Han-
cock's will.

Official mem-
bers admitted
ivs spectators.

Leave of ab-
sence.

Petition of Vir-
ginia Confer-
ence.

Slavery.

a member of this conference. This w;is opposed as disor-

derly.

Dr. Coke proposed a compromise between the parties.

On tlie question, Sliall brother Roberts read his paper?

carried, 46 to 40.

Brother Roberts accordingly read his paper, which he

afterward withdrew.

Dr. Coke moved, that the seven trustees proceed in the

business of the Chartered Fund till the next General Confer-

ence. Carried.

Dr. Coke moved, that the nomination of Samuel Harvey
and William Lowber be laid over, and that the seven trus-

tees make new nominations to the next General Conference.

Carried.

Dr. Coke moved, that a letter be written by the bishops,

with the approbation of the conference, countersigned by
the secretary, explaining the whole business of the confer-

ence concerning the Chartered Fund, a copy of which letter

shall be sent to each trustee.

Joseph Totten moved for liberty to read an extract from
Mr. John Hancock's will, in which a legacy of four thousand

dollars is left to the Methodist preachers. Cari'ied.

Bishop Asbury moved, that the above legacy be put into

the Chartered Fund. Carried.

On motion, all the official members of our Chiu"ch were
admitted as spectators.

Richard Smith and James iloore requested and obtamed
leave of absence after this sitting.

Alexander M'Caine moved, that the petition of the Vir-

ginia Conference concerning slavery be read. Carried.

The petition was accordingly read.

Alexander M'Caine moved, that the first question con-

cerning slavery run thus :
" What shall be done for the

extirpation of the evil of slavery?" Carried.

A variety of motions were proposed on the subject of

slavery, and, after a long conversation, Freeborn Garrettson

moved, that the subject of slavery be left to the three

bishops, to form a section to suit the southern and northern

states, as they in their wisdom may think best, to be sub-

mitted to this conference. Cai-ried.

Bishop Asbury having refused to act on the last vote,

the question was left open.

May 17. THUKSDAY, MAY 17.

ab- Richard Swain, WilUam Mills, Aaron Hunt, and Robert
Sparks, asked and obtained leave of absence.

Daniel Ostrander moved, that the business of the Book
Concern be made the order of the day for Saturday.

Carried.

I.eRve of
genca.
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A great variety of motions were proposed, after which,

Ezekiel Cooper moved, that a committee be formed, one

from each conference, to take the different motions and

report concerning slavery. Carried.

George Daugherty, Philip Bruce, William Burk, Heniy
Willis, Ezekiel Cooper, Freeborn Garrettson, and Thomas
Lyell, were nominated and appointed a committee.

Ezekiel Cooper, on motion, read a general statement of

the Book Concern to 2d April, 1804, by which the worth

(deducting debts, bad debts, expenses of selling and col-

lecting) appeared to be, net, twenty-seven thousand dollars.

Ezekiel Cooper moved, that the title be, " Of Marriage."

Carried.

Ezekiel Cooper moved, that in the second question, " dis-

courage" be substituted for "put a stop to." Carried.

Elijah Woolsey, David James, Caleb Kendall, and Wil-

liam Waters obtained leave of absence.

Ezekiel Cooper moved, that the second and third an-

swers to the third question be abolished. Lost, 45 to 49.

Ezekiel Cooper moved, that the second and third an-

swers to the second question be as follows, viz. :
" 2d. Let

him declare, whoever does this will be put back on trial six

months. 3d. When any such are put back on trial, let a

suitable exhortation be subjoined."

Carried.

On motion, the above resolution passed without debate.

Jesse Lee moved, that brother Cooper's amendment be
reconsidered. Lost.

May 17.

Coinmittee on
Slavery.

General state-

Dient i)f BdoIc

Concern.

Marriage.

Leave of ab-
sence.

Coopers mot ioa
carried.

FKEDAY, MAY 18. May is.

John Pitts obtained leave of absence. Leave of ab-

A motion for the reconsideration of brother Cooper's ^^°'^®*

amendment of the second and third answer to the second
question concerning marriage, was lost.

Alexander M'Caine moved, that no motion shall be made
for the reconsideration of any subject more than once.

Carried.

Ezekiel Cooper moved, that the last paragraph be
amended to read thus :

" We do not prohibit our people

from marrying persons who are not of our society, jjrovkled

such persons have the form and are seeking the power of

godliness ; but we are determined to discourage their mar-
rving persons who do not come up to this description ; and
even in a doubtful case, the person shall be put back on
trial." Carried.

By vote, the doors were closed against all but local Closed doors.

elders.

On the question that brother Bruce's motion concerning Local Eiders,

local elders be proceeded on immediately. Carried.
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Leave
benca

May 18. Solomon Harris moved, as a favour, that brother Caleb

Bowyer have permission to make one speech on the subject

now before the house. Carried.

of ab- Tliornton Fleming, John Watson, Hamilton Jeflferson,

James Hunter, Joseph Stone, James Painter, Wm. Bishop,

Thomas Smith, and Georo-e Pickering;, obtained leave of

absence.

On brother Bruce's motion concerning the local eldership,

the same havinsf been lonp- investigated, and the vote on

the general principle taken by ballot, " Shall there be an

ordination of local elders ?" the votes were 44 to 44—a tie.

Dr. Coke moved, that it lie over, as unfinished business,

till the next General Conference. Carried.

May 19.

Leave of
sence.

ab-

Keport of Book
Committee.

Book Business.

Leave of
sence.

Coopers state-

ment and let-

ter of resigna-
tion read.

SATURDAY, MAY 19.

Gamaliel Bailey, Henry Willis, and Jesse Stoneman, ob-

tained leave of absence.

On motion, the report of the book comrqittee was read.

Moved, that the book business be removed from Phila-

delphia. Carried—36 to 26.

On the question, " Where shall the book business be con-

ducted ?" the votes were, for New-York 38, Baltimore 36.

Cari-ied for New-York.
John Crawford, Benjamin Bidlack, Johnson Dunham,

Eber Cowles, A¥illiam Vreedenburgh, Michael Coate, and

Wm. P. Chandler, obtained leave of absence.

Read, brother Ezekiel Cooper's statement of the book

business and letter of resignation ; the statement being the

same in effect as the one delivered on Thursday.

E. Cooper moved, that the European letters be the order

of the day immediately after the slave business. Carried.

On motion, " Who shall have the general superintend-

ence of the Book Concern ?" the votes being taken by bal-

lot were found to be, for Ezekiel Cooper 36, for John Wil-

son 34. Ezekiel Cooper Avas elected.

May 21.

Eeport of the
Committee on
Slavery.

Report

MONDAY, MAY 21.

On motion, whether the business of slavery be taken up.

Carried.

Read, the report of the committee on slavery—which,

with amendments, was adopted by conference, and forms

section nine, " Of Slavery."

1. We declare, that we are as much as ever convinced

of the great evil of slavery, and do most earnestly recom-

mend to the yearly conferences, quarterly-meeting confer-

ences, and to those who have the oversight of districts, cir-

cuits, and stations, to be exceedingly cautious what persons

they admit to official stations in our Church ; and in the
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case of future admission to official stations, to require such May 21.

security of tliose who hold slaves, for the emancipation of K<'P"''t on 81r-

y .

' very.
them, immediately or graduall}-, as the laws of the states re-

spectively and tl>e circumstances of the case will admit ; and
we do fully authorize all the yearly conferences to make
whatever regulations they judge proper in the present case

respecting the admission of persons to official stations in our

Church.

2. When any travelling preacher becomes the owner of

a slave, or slaves, by any means, he shall forfeit his minis-

terial character in our Church, unless he execute, if it be

practicable, a legal emancipation of such slaves, conforma-

bly to the laws of the state in which he lives.

3. No slaveholder shall be received into full membership
in our society, till the preacher who has the oversight of

the circuit or station has spoken to him fully and faithfully

on the subject of slavery.

4. Every member of our society who sells a slave, except

at the request of the slave, in cases of mercy or humanity,

agreeably to the judgment of a committee of three male
members of the societ}', appointed by the preacher who has

the charge of the circuit or station, shall, immediatelv after

full proof, be excluded the society ; and if any members of

our society purclia?e a slave, the ensuing quarterly-meeting

conference shall doteiTnine on the number of years whicli

the slave so purchased should serve to work out the price

of his purchase ; and the person so purchasing shall, imme-
diately after such determination, execute a legal instniment

for the manumission of such slave at the expiration of the

term determined by the quarterly-meeting conference ; and
in default of his executing such instrument of manumission,

or on his refusal to submit his case to the judgment of the

quarterly-meeting conference, such member shall be exclu-

ded the society: Provided, that in the case of a female

slave, it shall be inserted in the aforesaid instrument of

manumission that all her children who shall be born during

the years of her servitude shall be fi'ee at the following

times, viz.: Every female child at the age of twenty-one,

and every male child at the age of twenty-five : provided,

also, that if a member of our society shall buy a slave with

a certificate of future emancipation, the terms of emancipa-

tion shall, notwithstanding, be subject to the decision of

the quarterly-meeting conference. Nevertheless, the mem-
bers of our societies in the states of North Carolina, South
Carolina, and Georgia shall be exempted from the opera-

tion of the above rules.

5. Let our preachers from time to time, as occasion

serves, admonish and exhort all slaves to render due respect

and obedience to the commands and interests of their re-

spective masters.
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May 21.

Committee on
Discipline.

Number
Committee.

Place for con^
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European
ters.

Dr. Coke.

let-

Committee to

draw up an
A4(lre.ss to the
English and
Irish Confer-
ences.

General Book-
Steward.

Pliilip Brace moved, that a CQmmittee be formed to de-

termine what parts of our form of Discipline shall belong to

the temporal concerns thereof; and that a number of the

first or spiritual part of our Discipline be printed as a sep-

arate part, for tlie benefit of the Christian slaves belonging

to our society in the south. Carried.

Moved,, that the number of the committee be three.

Carried.

George Roberts, George Dougherty, and Daniel Hitt,

were nominated and appointed a committee.

A motion, that the place for conducting the book busi-

ness be reconsidered, was lost—40 to 2*7.

A motion, that no rule passed before last Saturday eve-

ning be reconsidered, was lost.

William Burk, Edward Larkins, and Thomas Ware, ob-

tained leave of absence.

James Jenkins moved, that the conference begin to-mor-

row at 8 o'clock. Carried.

Read, the European letters, and brother Cooper's motion

made on Monday, the 14th, respecting them.

Ezekiel Cooper's motion, made on Monday last, that Dr.

Coke shall have leave from this General Conference to re-

turn to Europe, agreeably to the request of the European

conferences : provided, he shall hold himself subject to the

call of three of our annual conferences, to return to us when
he shall be requested ; but at furthest, that he shall return,

if he lives, to the next General Conference—by a vote very

general, if not unanimous, was carried.

George Roberts moved, that a committee be appointed

to draw tip an address to the English and Irish CoU'

ferences, in answer to theirs to this General Conference.

Carried.

Ezekiel Cooper, Alexander M'Caine, and Thomas Lyell,

were nominated and appointed a committee.

A motion to elect another bishop was lost.

Jesse Lee moved, that the general book-steward be

allowed to employ a man to assist him, until the New-
York Conference for 1805, and then the New-York Con-

ference shall give him what assistance they think proper.

Carried.

Jesse Lee moved that the book business be recommitted.

Carried.

M»y22. TUESDAY, MAY 22.

Discipline. Dr. Coke moved, that the first division of the Discipline

shall be entitled only, " The Doctrines and Discipline of the

Methodist Episcopal Church ;" and the second division be

entitled only, " The Temporal Economy of the Methodist

Episcopal Church." Carried.
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Read, the report of the committee for dividing the Disci-

pline, which, with amendments, was adopted by several

legal votes, as follows, viz. :

—

1st Section. Of the Boundaries of the seven Annual Con-

ferences, &c.

2d. Of the building of Churches, and the Order to be

observed therein.

3d. Of the Qualification and Duty of Stewards.

4th. Of the Salaiies of Ministers and Preachers, and

Allowances to their Wives, Widows, and Children.

5th. Of raising Annual Supplies for the Propagation of

the Gospel, &lc.

6th. Of the Charter Fund.
7th. Of the Printing and Circulating of Books, &c.

8th. Local Preachers allowed a Salary in certain Cases.

9th. Of Slavery.

The committee recommend the rescinding of the third

paragrapl), twenty-sixth section, first chapter,—" Of Mar-
riage Money;" and seventh page, twenty-seventh section,

first chapter—" Of the Philadelphia Conference electing

trustees to Charter P'und." Carried.

Daniel Hitt moved, that the first and second paragraphs,

twenty-sixth section, first chapter, be rescinded. Car-

ried.

Jesse Lee moved, that the last part of the ninth para-

graph, ninth section, first chapter, be left out of the Dis-

cipline, together with the letter S. Carried.

George Dougherty moved, that two thousand copies of

the first or spiritual part of our Discipline be printed off

and bound, for the use of the south. Carried.

Ezekiel Cooper's two motions, that the preacher appoint

and change all the leaders, as necessity may require, by
and with the consent of the classes respectively ; and ap-

point and change the stewards, as necessity may require

;

but no steward shall be appointed or changed without the

approbation of the quarterly-meeting conference, were, on
a motion of Thomas Lyell, postponed till next General Con-
ference.

Alexander M'Caine moved, that the general book-stew-

ard be excepted, with the presiding elders, supernumerary,

superannuated, and worn-out preachers, in the additions to

the second answer, third question, fourth section, first chap-

ter. Carried.

Dr. Coke moved, that the Bishops' Explanatory Notes
be postponed, for consideration, to the next General Con-
ference. Carried.

The book committee's report, with alterations and addi-

tions, was adopted, as follows :

—

1st. The book business shall be removed to, and carried

on in, the city of New-York.

May 2".'.

Eeport of Com-
mittee for <ii-

viding Dis<'i-

pHne.

Anii'iiJnionta.

Printing of Dis-
cipUner

Cooper's two.
motions post-
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Bishops' Ex-
planatoryNotfi
postponwi.

Book Commit-
tee's Kci>ort.
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May 22. 2(1. Ezekiel Cooper is reappointed editor and general

Beiwrt on Book book-steward, who shall have authority to regulate the

Concern. publications and all other parts of the business, as the state

of the finances and the demands of the connexion sliall, from

time to time, require. He shall publish such books and tracts

as are recommended by the General Conference, and such

as may be approved of and recommended by an annual

conference, and none other. But he may reprint any book

or tract which has once been approved of and published by
us, when in his judgment and in the judgment of the book

committee the same ought to be reprinted. It shall be his

duty to inform the annual conference if any of the preach-

ers or private members of the society neglect to make due

payment.

3d. The book committee, consisting of five, shall be aa-

nualiy appointed by the New-York, Confefence, who shall,

previous to each annual sitting, examine into the accounts

of the general book-steward, and report to conference the

state of the Concern.

4th. We adopt the second paragraph wholly, except sub-

stituting " general book-steward " for " superintendent."

5th. We approve the third paragraph as it stands.

6th. We adopt the fourth paragraph, changing " superin-

tendent " and "Philadelphia" for "general book-steward"

and "New-York."
7th. We adopt the fifth paragraph entire.

8th. We adopt the sixth paragraph without alteration.

9t,h. Instead of the seventh paragraph, insert: "The profits

arising from the Book Concern, after a sufficient capital to

carry on the business is retained, sliall be regularly applied

to the support of the distressed travelling preachers and

their families, and the widows and orphans of preachers," (fee.

The general book-steward shall, every year, send forward to

each annual conference an account of the dividend Avhich

the several annual conferences may draw that year ; and

each conference may draw for its proportionate part on

any person who has book- money in hand; and the drafts,

Avith the receipt of the conference thereon, shall be sent to

the general book-steward, and be placed to the credit of the

person who paid the same. But each annual conference is

authorized, at all events, to diaw on the general book-stew-

ard for one hundred dollars.

10th. In the ninth paragraph substitute the words "gen-

eral book-steward " for "superintendent," and "New-York"
for " Philadelphia."

11th. We adopt the tenth paragraph entire.

The eighth and eleventh paragraphs to be dropped.

On motion, that during the recess of General Conference

the New-York Conference shall have power, if they deem

it expedient, to remove the Book Concern, was carried.
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On recomraenda|ion of the committee, the conference

ordered the printing of the following books :

—

1st. That a Methodist Repository be published, and that

Dr. Coke be requested to prepare one volume : provided,

however, that the general book-steward, with the New-
York book committee, shall have liberty to leave out such

pieces as they see necessary in order to insert American

biography, experiences, and revivals of religion.

2d. The Portrait of St. Paul.

3d. The Memoirs of the Life of the Rev. P. Dickinson.

4th. The General Irish Hymn-Book.
5th. The fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth, and ninth volumes

of Mr. Wesley's Sermons.

6th. The Ecclesiastical History—by solicitation of con-

ference. Dr. Coke is to prepare it for the committee.

7th. Mr. Wesley's Appeal—by desire. Dr. Coke is to

adapt it to the circumstances and situation of the United

States.

8th. Mr. Wesley's Notes on the New Testament—to be
reprinted.

9 th. Benson's Life of Fletcher.

10th. The Mourner.

11th. Cowper's translation of Guion.

12th. Nineteen Conversations on the Death of Ignatius,

from Writings of the Old Fathers.

13th. The second volume of Mr. Wesley's Joiunal.

Read, the letter of the European conferences, which was
ordered to be transcribed.

George Roberts moved, that the salary of the book-stew-

ard be six hundred dollars per annum. Carried.

Dr. Coke moved, that the book committee and the gen-

eral book-steward take such legal steps for security to the

General Conference of the stock and cash in hand, and of

what may be in future in the possession of the general

book-steward, as may appear necessary to some person or

persons well versed in the law of the land, but without any

incorporation whatsoever ; and if no other security but an

incorporation be devised, the matter of security shall lie over

to the next General Conference. Carried.

Alexander M'Caine moved, that in the eighth paragraph,

twenty-si.xth section, first chapter, after the words " made
up," the following words be added :

" But in no case shall

an allowance be made to any travelling preacher who has

travelled in any circuit where he might, in the judgment of

the annual conference, have obtained his full quarterage if

he had apphed for it." Carried, 28 to 27.

Ezekiel Cooper moved, that immediately after the words
" Chartered Fund," in the eighth paragraph, twenty-sixth

section, first chapter, be added, " and also the annual divi-

dend arising from the profits of the Book Concern." Carried.

May 22.
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May 22.

Alteration of
Discipline.

Jas. Smith moved that in addition to the third paragraph
of the tenth section, page 20, it be added, after tlie word
" years," and before the word " nevertheless," " and those

preachers whose wives are dead shall be allowed for each

child annually a sum sufficient to pay the board of such

child or children during the above term of years." Carried.

Henry Smith obtained leave of absence.

A motion to prevent preachers using spirituous liquors,

etc., was lost.

May 23.

Assistant Book-
Steward.

Wilson, Assist-

ant Book-Stew-
ard.

Assistant's Sala-
ry-

Coke's motion
carried.

Time and place
of meeting of
the next Gen.
Conference.

Letter of
Thanks.

Committee to
write Letters.

Burke's motion
carried.

wed]st:sday, may 23.

Bishop Asbury moved that there be an assistant to the

General Book-Steward appointed by this General Confer-

ence, for the better carrying on of the business. Carried.

A motion that a press be established in Baltimore for

printing booivs, was lost.

George Roberts moved that in case of the death or resig-

nation of the Editor and general Book-Steward, the assist-

ant shall carry on the Concern till the sitting of the next

New-York Annual Conference. Carried.

On the question, "Who is the assistant ?" the votes were,

Wilson 38, M'Caine 16, J. Lee 1. John Wilson was
elected.

Geo. Roberts moved that the assistant's salary^ be six

hundred dollars per annum. Carried.

Dr. Coke moved that the Secretary be desired to incor-

porate the decisions of the conference concerning the assist-

ant to the Editor and general Book-Steward in the section

concerning books. Carried.

Dr. Coke moved that the assistant be an exception to

the removal of preachers from circuit to circuit. Carried.

John Wilson is appointed assistant to the Editor, and
general Book-SteAvard, with the salary of six hundred dol-

lars per annum ; and in case of the death or resignation of

the Editor and general Book-Steward, the assistant shall

carry on the Concern till the sitting of the next New-York
Annual Conference.

On several motions, the next General Conference was
appointed to meet in four years, viz., on May 1st, 1808, at

Baltimore.

Bishop Asbury moved that a respectful letter be written

to the friends in Alexandria, in answer to their petition, and
a letter of thanks to the official members in Baltimore, to

be communicated to the society. Carried.

Ezekiel Cooper and Thomas Lyell were appointed to WTite

the above letters.

William Burke moved that no business be d^ne after this

sitting but reading the journal and letters. Camed.
Bishop Asbury moved that the eighth answer to the third
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question, twelfth section, first chapter, be rescinded. Car-

ried.

There is a parallel passage in page 73 of Discipline,

rescinded. Carried.

A motion by brother Dougherty to resume the former

phraseology of the hymn book, was lost.

Brother Wood moved that the general Book-Steward

and his assistant, together with the Book Committee in

New-York, be authorized to preserve, alter, or change the

phraseology and measure of our present pocket hymn book

as they, in their wisdom, may judge best; and that Dr.

Coke be requested to examine the present hymn book and

give his thoughts, etc. Carried.

Bishop Asbury moved that, instead of the eighth para-

graph, third question, twelfth section, first chapter, let it

be recommended to the yearly conferences to caution and

restrict our preachers from improper publications. Carried.

Moved and voted the thanks of the conference to the

bishops.

Moved and voted thanks to Secretary.

Read, the letters and journals of conference.

Francis Asbury,
Richard Whatcoat,
T. Coke.

John Wilson, Sec^y.

Uay28.

Pocket Hymn-
Book.

Change of Dis-
cipline.

Thanks to Bish-
ops.

Thanks to Sec-
retary.

Letters and
Journal read.
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GENEllAL CONFERENCE, 1808.

FEIDAY, MAY 6.

Conference met at half-past 8 o'clock. Francis Asbury,
President. Members present as follows :

—

New- York Conference— Freeborn Garrettson, Ezekiel

Cooper, Billy Hibbard, Reuben Harris, Freeman Bishop,

Joseph Cj-awford, John Wilson, Francis Ward, Samuel
Coate, William Thacher, Laban Clark, William Anson, John
Robertson, Samuel Draper, Phinehas Cook, Nehemiah U.
Tompkins, Nathan Bangs, Robert Dillon, Daniel Ostran-

der—19.

New -England Conference—Thos. Branch, George Pick-

ering, Joshua Soule, Elijah R. Sabin, Elijah Hedding, Oliver

Beale, Martin Ruter—Y.

Western Conference—William M'Kendree, William Burke,

Thomas Milligan, Benjamin Lakin, John Sale, Learner

Blackman, Nathan Barnes, Elisha Bowman, John M'Clure,

James Ward, George Askin— 11.

South Carolina Conference—Josias Randle, Britton Capel,

Joseph Tarpley, James H. Mellard, William Phoebus, John
Gamewell, Wiley Warwick, Lewis Myers, Epps Tuckei-,

Daniel Asbury, Samuel Mills— 11.

Virginia Conference—Philip Bruce, Jesse Lee, Daniel

Hall, John Buxton, Christ. S. Moring, Stith Mead, Josiah

Phihps, William Hubbard, James Boyd, John Ballew, Thos.

Mann, Richard Lattimore, Thomas Shands, Samuel Garrard,
Humphrey Wood, Daniel Kelly, Joseph Pianell, Archibald
Alexander—18.

Baltimore Conference—Nelson Reed, Daniel Hitt, Hamil-
ton Jefferson, John Bloodgood, Jolin Pitts, Micliael Coate,
Thomas Budd, Thomas F, Sargcant, Joseph Toy. Leonard
Cassell, James Smith, John Watson, Stephen G. Roszel,

Henry Smith, James Painter, Christopher Frye, James

May 6.

Conference niet.

President.

New-York.

New-England.

Western Con-
ference.

Soutli Carolina
Conference.

Virginia Con-
ference.

Baltimoro Con-
ference.
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May 6.

rbiladelphia
Conference.

Win. P. Chand-
ler, Secretary,

anrt Francis
Ward, Assist-

ant

•Judgment of
C'onlerence
cdDcerning
Membership.

Sylvester Hill
and Robert
Burch accept-
ed.

Adoption ofBy-
laws.

By-Laws.

Hunter, Enoch George, Joshua Wells, William Ryiand,
Gideon Draper, Jacob Gruber, Andrew Hemphill, Asa
Shinn, Frederick Stier, Lasley Matthews, Maurice Howe,
David Stephens, Anning Owen, James Reed, Robert R.
Roberts—31.

Philadelphia Conference—Thomas Ware, Joseph Totten,

William P. Chandler, William M'Lenahan, Joseph Everett,

Seely Bunn, John Walker, John M'Claskey, William Smith,

William Hunter, Henry Boehm, Jas. Herron, James Aikins,

James Moore, James Smith, Nathan Swain, William Mills,

Robert Sparks, William Colbert, Thomas Walker, Joseph
Aydelott, William Bishop, Thomas Stratton, Samuel Budd,
James Ridgway, George WooUey, Thomas Smith, John
Smith, John Wiltbank, David Bartine, Asa Smith, John
Bethel—32.

Total, 129.

The conference proceeded to the election of William P.

Chandler as secretary, and Francis Ward assistant secretary.

The judgment of conference was called for respecting the

membership. It was voted that no preacher has a right to

a seat in this conference who has not travelled, under the

direction of the yearly conference, four full years.

Upon a selection of the conference, Sylvester Hill and
Robert Burch (present in conference) were accepted.

The conference, for the better regulation of their body,

adopted the following by-laws, viz.:—
1. Any person speaking shall not be interrupted, except

by the president, when he judges that he deviates too

much from the point ; nevertheless, an appeal may be made
to the conference, by any two of the members, from the

president, but neither the conference nor the president

shall speak to the point, but barely take the vote.

2. No person shall have libertj- to speak above a quarter

of an hour at a time, except by the permission of the con-

ference ; but still the conference shall grant or prohibit

Avithout debate.

3. If any person think himself misrepresented by a

speaker, he shall have a right to explain, in as few words
as ])ossible, after the speaker has done.

4. No person shall speak oftener than three times on any
question.

5. The sittings of conference shall be from 9 to 12 o'clock

in the morning, and from 3 to 6 in the afternoon.

6. No question shall be proposed on a different subject

from that under debate, until the question debated be de-

cided or postponed.

v. The secretary shall keep a regular journal of all the

proceedings of the conference, which journal shall be signed

by the president, and countersigned by the secretary, at

the close of the conference.
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8. The proceedings of the conference each daj- shall be read May c.

on the succeeding day in the conference, before the busi- By-Lnws.

ness of the day be entered upon ; and the complete journal

of the conference shall also be read in the conference before

the final close thereof.

9. No motion shall be put, except by the president, un-

less it be first delivered at the table in writing, after being

read by the mover and seconded.

10. No old rule shall be abolished, except by a majority

of two-thirds of the members present.

11. No member of conference shall leave the city of

Baltimore until the conference adjourns, without first ob-

taining leave of absence.

12. No person shall leave the business without first ob-

taining permission.

13. Any member shall have liberty to copy at pleasure

every motion tliat is laid upon the table.

Moved by E. Cooper, and seconded by T. Ware, that

a committee of correspondence consisting of three members
be appointed.

The motion was carried, and Ezekiel Cooper, Joshua
Wells, and Daniel Hitt were elected.

Moved by Francis Asbury, and voted, a committee of committco of

review and inspection of seven members, one to be taken
fn/'f^tjon.

'^'^

from each annual conference by the members present, from
each conference respectively. Samuel Coate of New-York,
Martin Ruter of New-England, William M'Kendree of

Western, James H. Mellard of South Carolina, Jesse Lee
of Virginia, Nelson Reed of Baltimore, and Thomas Ware
of Philadelphia Conferences, were elected.

Committee of

Correspond-
ence.

Friday Afternoon.

Ezekiel Cooper presented before the conference the Euro-
pean communications, upon which Bishop Asbury withdrew
from the conference from motives of delicacy, arising from
some encomiums bestowed on him in the British address.

Freeborn Garrettson being called to the chair, Ezekiel

Cooper proceeded to read a printed address from the British

Conference, and two letters from Dr. Coke, the first dated

Nov. 26, 1807, the second, Jan. 29, 1808, all addressed to

the General Conference ; also a letter from Dr. Coke ad-

dressed to Bishop Asbury, dated .

Brother Ezekiel Cooper moved, and was seconded by
brother Daniel Hitt, that the letters from the British Con-
ference, and from Dr. Coke, be referred to a committee of

three members to report thereon, relative to the case of

Dr. Coke. Carried.

Moved by Thos. Ware, and seconded by Thos. Branch,
that the letters from the British Conference and from Dr.

Coke be referred to committee of correspondence. Carried.

European com-
munications.

Letters from tl.c

British Confer-

ence.

Eefcrred to

Committee of
Correspond-
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MayC.

Communication
from the Trus-
teeaoftheChar-
ter Fund.

Petition from
new Methodist
meeting-house
in Boston.

A stated commi;nication from the trustees of the Charter
Fund was read before the conference, in which, among other
particulars, was the following nomination, made by the said

trustees, for their election, viz. : Joseph L. Inglis and John
Gouge, in the place of Burton Wallace ; Samuel Harvey
and Lambert Wilmer, in the place of Josiah Lusby ; Wil-
liam Lowber and John Hood, in the place of Charles Cav-
ender; whose seats had become vacant by their removal
from membership in the Church. Upon counting the votes

it was found that Joseph L. Inglis, Samuel Harvey^ and
William Lowber were unanimously elected, to fill the va-

cancy of Burton Wallace, Josiah Lusby, and Charles Cav-
ender.

A petition was laid before the conference from the new
Methodist meeting-house hi Boston, stating their great em-
barrassment, and praying relief, in any way the General
Conference may devise.

May 7.

Committee on
• the Boston

church.

Beport of Com-
mittee of Re-
view on Hymn-
Book.

Proposal lor

Standard Mu-
sic-Book.

Keferrcd to
Committee of
Keview.

Case ofDr.Coke.

SATURDAY, MAY 7.

Brother George Pickering prayed the conference to ap-

point a committee to devise ways and means for the relief

of the trustees of the Boston Meeting-House, and report

to the conference. Carried.

Thomas F. Sargeant, Jesse Lee, Joshua Soule, Ezekiel

Cooper, and Freeborn Garrettson v.'ei'e nominated and ap-

pointed to form said committee.

Eeport of the Committee of Review, presented by Thom-
as Ware :—A manuscript hymn book having been laid be-

fore us by brother Daniel Hitt for our inspection, the com-
mittee wish to know, first, Avhether it is the judgment of

the conference that another hymn book be necessary or

not ; and if it is, what powers they give us in the examina-
tion of the work—viz., whether we should only read the

hymns and report that we approve or disapprove of them,
or whether we should proceed to make alterations accord-

ing to our judgment.

Voted, on motion of Bishop Asbury, that the Committee
of Review proceed in their examination of brother Hitt's

manuscript hymn book.

Brother Ezekiel Cooper read to the conference a proposal

from brother James Evans, of New-York, for publishing a
music book as a standard for the use of the Methodist

Churches throughout the United States.

On motion of brother E. Cooper, referred to the Com-
mittee of Review.

The committee to whom was referred the case of Doctor
Coke, taking into consideration the case, as it respects the

request of the British Conference, the relative situation of

the doctor, and the most prudent measures for us to adopt
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in order to promote and perpetuate a good understanding

and Cliristian unity between us and our European brethren,

are of opinion that we should comply with the request made

in the British Conference for the doctor's continuance with

them ; and also, that we should respectfully retain the doc-

tor's name in our Minutes, agreeably to his request in his

second proposition on that head. Therefore, your commit-

tee report the following resolutions :

—

1st. Resolved, That the General Conference do agree

and consent that Dr. Coke may continue in Europe till he

be called to the United States by the General Conference,

or by the annual Conferences.

2d. Resolced, That we retain a grateful remembrance of

the services and labours of Dr. Coke among us, and the

thanks of this conference are hereby acknowledged to him,

and to God, for all his labours of love toward us, from the

time he first left his native country to serve us.

3d. Resolved, That the doctor's name, agreeably to his

request, be retained in our Minutes ; but as he continues in

Europe, his name shall stand last in the list of bishops, with

a N. B.,
—" Doctor Coke resides in Europe, at the request

of the British Conference, till he be called to the United

States by the General Conference, or by the Annual

Conferences." During bis residence there he shall exercise

no episcopal authority whatever in the United States

among us.

4th. Resolved, That the Committee of Correspondence

be and are hereby directed to draft two letters, one to the

British Conference, the other to Dr. Coke, in answer to

their respective letters to us, and therein communicating to

them respectively the contents of the above resolutions.

Moved by William Phoebus, and seconded by Dan-

iel Hall, to strike out of the first resolution the words
" annual conferences."

May 7.

CascofDr.Coka

Eosolutions of
Conference.

Motion to strike
out the words
"Annual Con-
ferences."

Saturday Afternoon.

Brother Phcebus's amendment being put to vote, there Amendment

were sixty-seven against, and fifty-four for it. Lost,
'"**"

Brother Ezekiel Cooper proposed an amendment to the Amendment of

first resolution to insert the word " all " between the words
" by," and " the," and to add the word " respectively

"

after the word " conferences." Carried.

Brother Jesse Lee moved, and was seconded by brother

Robert Sparks, that the words " General Conference " be

struck oflf the first resolution ; ten for the motion. Lost.

The first resolution was put, with brother Cooper's

amendment, and carried.

The second resolution proposed by the committee was
put to vote, and earned.
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May 9.

Explanation of
Law-suit

JIe|K>rt on case
of Dr. Coke re-

comniittetL

Business again
taken up.

f!onnexion of
some Districts

\vitli others.

MONDAY, MAY 9.

The conference called for a brief explanation of a certain

law-suit commenced against the managers of a camp meet-
ing held in Accomac County, in Virginia.

Brother Ezekiel Cooper moved, and Avas seconded by
brother William M'Kendree, to recommit the report on the

case of Doctor Coke, to modify the third resolution, and
further to report on the subject. Carried.

Voted, that the committee to whom was referred the

case of Doctor Coke, again take up this business.

Voted, that the Carlisle District be connected with the

Baltimore Conference.

Voted, that the Susquehanna District be connected with

the Philadelphia Conference.

Voted, that the Cayuga District be connected with the

New-York Conference.

Monday Afternoon.

Accomac perse-

cution.

Ditficulties in

Oharleston,S.C.

^Motion for reg-

ulating; and
perpetuating
General Con-
ferences.

Report of Com-
mittee on case

of Dr. Coke.

Resolution to

retain ttie name
of Dr. Coke on
Minutes.

T!/ira and
Fourth Reso-
lutions voted
and carried.

DelesatedGene-
ral Conference.

Agreeably to the call of the conference this morning,

brother William P. Chandler gave a relation of the Acco-

mac persecution.

The conference called for a relation of the difficulties in

Charleston, S. C, which was given by brother Lewis

Myers.

Brother William Phoebus moved, and was seconded by
brother Daniel Hall, that the conference now go into the

business relative to regulating and perpetuating General

Conferences in future. The subject to be taken up to-mor-

row morning.

The committee on the case of Doctor Coke reported the

following resolution in the place of the former third resolu-

tion which was re-committed to them.

Resolved, That Doctor Coke's name shall be retained on

our Minutes after the name of the bishops, in a N. B.

—

" Doctor Coke, at the request of the British Conference,

and by the consent of General Conference, resides in Eu-

rope;" he is not to e.xercise the office of superintendent or

bishop among us in the United States until he be recalled

by the General Conference, or by all the annual conferences

respectively.

The third resolution, as altered by the committee, was

put to vote and carried.

The fourth resolution was put to vote and carried.

Read the memorial of the New-York Conference to the

General Conference, on the necessity of a delegated Gen-

eral Conference, in which the New-England, the Westera,

and the South Carolina Conferences concurred.

The Memorial of the New-York Conference to the Gen-
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Generul
ference.

Con-

eral Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the ^*y ^

United States, to sit in Baltimore, the sixth of May, 1808:

Very Dear Brethren,—We, as one of the seven eyes a^Dioriai of N.

of the great and increasing body of the Methodist Episcopal for a Delegated

Church in the United States, which is composed of about

iive hundred travelling preachers and about two thousand

local preachers, together with upward of one hundred and

forty thousand members ; these, with our numerous con-

gregations and families, spread over an extent of country

more than two miles from one end to the other,

amounting in all probability to more than one million of

souls, which are, directly or remotely, under our pastoral

oversight and ministerial charge,—should engage our most

sacred attention, and should ctill into exertion all the wis-

dom and talents we are possessed of to perpetuate the unity

and prosperity of the whole connexion, and to establish

such regulations, rules, and forms of government as may,

by the blessing of God in Jesus Christ, promote the cause of

that religion which is more precious to us than liches, hon-

our, or life itself, and be conducive to the salvation of souls

among the generations yet unborn. The fields are white

unto harvest before us, and the opening prospect of the

great day of glory brightens continually in our view ; and

we are looking forward with hopeful expectations for the

universal spread of Scriptural truth and holiness over the

inhabitable globe. Brethren, for what have we laboured ?

for what have we suffered ? for what have we borne the

reproach of Christ, with much long-suflfering, with tears,

and with sorrow, but to serve the great and eternal pur-

pose of the grace of God, in the present and everlasting

fehcity of immortal souls ? When we take a serious and
impartial \iew of this important subject, and consider the

extent of our connexion, the number of our preachers, tlie

great inconvenience, expense, and loss of time that must
necessarily result from our present regulations, relative to

our Geneial Conference, we are deeply impressed with a

thorough conviction that a representative or delegated

General Conference, composed of a specific number on

principles of equal representation from the several annual

conferences, would be much more conducive to tlie pros-

perity and general unity of tlie wliole body, than the pres-

ent indefinite and numerous body of ministers, collected

together unequally from the various conferences, to the

great inconvenience of the ministry, and injury of the work
of God. We therefore present unto you this memorial,

requesting that you will adopt the principle of an equal

representation from the annual conferences, to form, in fu-

ture, a delegated General Conference, and that you will

establish such rules and regulations as are necessary to

carry the same into eflfect.
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May 9.

Memorial in fa-

vour of a Dele-
gated General
t;or.fereuce.

Concurrence of

the Eastern,
Western, and
South Carolina
Conferences, in

the subject-

matter of the
above Memo-
riaL

May 10.

Opinion of Con-
ference called

for by Bishop
Asbury.

Address of cer-

tain Members
of the New-
England Con-
lereuce road.

As we are persuaded that our brethren in general, from
a view of the situation and circumstances of the connexion,

must be convinced, upon mature and impartial reflection,

of the propriety and necessity of the measure, we forbear

to enumerate the vaiious reasons and arguments which
might be urged in support of it. But we do hereby in-

struct, advise, and request every member who shall go
from our conference to the General Conference to lu-ge, if

necessary, every reason and argument in favour of the

principle, and to use all their Christian influence to have
the same adopted and carried into effect.

And we also shall, and do invite and request our

brethren in the several annual conferences which are to sit

between this and the General Conference, to join and unite

with us in the subject-matter of this memorial.

We do hereby candidly and openly express our opinion

and wish, with the firmest attachment to the union and
prosperity of the connexion, hoping and praying that our

Chief Shepherd and Bishop of our souls, the Lord Jesus

Christ, may direct you in all wisdom, righteousness, broth-

erly love, and Christian unity.

We are, dear brethren, in the bonds of gospel ties, most
aflfectionately yours, &c.

By order and in behalf of the New-York Conference,

without a dissenting vote.

(Signed,) Francis Ward, Secretary.

CoEYMANS Patent, May 7, 1807.

The Eastern Conference unanimously voted to concur

Avith the New-York Conference in the subject-matter of

the above memorial. Thomas Branch, Secretary.

Boston Conference, June 3, 1807.

The Western Conference unanimously voted to concur

with the New-York Conference in the subject-matter of the

above memorial. William Burke, Secretary.

Chilicothe, O., Sept. 16, 1807.

The South Carolina Conference, with the exception of

five members, concur with the New-York Conference in

the above memorial. Lewis Myers, Secretary.

Jan. 2, 1808.

TUESDAY, MAY 10.

Bishop Asbury having called for the mind of the con-

ference, whether any further regulation in the order of the

General Conference be necessary, the question was put, and
carried in the affirmative.

Read the address of certain members of the General

Conference, belonging to the New-England Conference, as-

signing the reasons of their absence, etc.
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con-
ftrning; Com-
mittee.

Moved by Stephen G. Roszel, and seconded by William .^*y ^*'-

Burke, that a committee be appointed to draw up such reg- 'j,oi'i!t"coinmu^

ulations as they may think best, to regulate the General we to draw up

Conferences, and report the same to this conference. Car-

ried.

Moved by Bishop Asbury, that the committee be formed Motions

from an equal number from each of the annual conferences

Carried.

Moved by John M'Claskey, and seconded by Joseph Ayd-
elot, that the committee consist of three members from

each Annual Conference, to be chosen by their own mem-
bers present. Lost.

Moved by Stephen G. Roszel, and seconded by Williana

Burke, that the committee be formed by two from each of

the conferences, chosen by their respective conferences.

Carried.

Kzekiel Cooper and John Wilson, from the New-York; Committee.

George Pickering and Joshua Soule, from the New-Eng-
land; William M'Kendree and William Burke, from the

Western ; William Phcebus and Josias Randle, from the

South Carolina ; Philip Bruce and Jesse Lee, from the

Virginia ; Stephen G. Roszel and Nelson Reed, from the

Baltimore; and John M'Claskey and Thomas Ware, from

the Philadelphia Conference, were elected.

Tuesday Afternoon".

On motion from the Chaii% to know whether Doctor
Coke's name be printed in the N. B. in the annual minutes

of the present year, the question was put, and carried in

the affirmative.

William M'Kendree moved, and was seconded by Ezekisl

Cooper, that the minutes of conference be not printed till

the question of the superintendency be decided. Canned.
Philip Bruce moved, and was seconded bv William Burke,

that the bishop have leave to ordain local deacons, under
certain regulations, to the office of elders.

Laban Clark moved, and was seconded bv Elijah Hed-
ding, that brother Bruce's motion lie on the table until

the business of the superintendency be decided. Carried.

Elijah R. Sabin moved, and was seconded by Laban
Clark, that this conference take into consideration whether
the present general superintendency needs strengthening.

The question being put, it was carried in the affirmative.

Moved by Stephen G. Roszel, and seconded by John
Pitts, that one person be elected and ordained as joint su-

perintendent or bishop, with Bishop Asbury.
Moved by Daniel Ostrander, and seconded by Joshua

Soule, that two persons be elected and ordained instead of

one, as stated in brother Roszel's motion.

Motion from
Chair, concern-
ins; the print-

ing of the name
of Dr. Coke in
Minutos.

Printing: of tho
Minutes defer-
red.

Motion concern-
ins; granting
liberty to Bish-
op to ordain
Deacon.s to the
otfice of Elders.

Motion to con-
sider condition
of General Su-
periutcndcDcy.

Motions coc-
cerninz the
election and or-
dination of per-
son? as Joint
Superintend-
ent
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May 10. Moved by Joseph Crawford, and seconded by William

Thacher, that two men be added for the strengthening of

the superintendency. Withdrawn.
Moved by John M'CIaskey, and seconded by Ezekiel

Cooper, that seven be added to the superintendency.

Mar il.

S'atemcnt ofde-
liciencies read.

jifotion to take
into considera-

tion the section

in tlie form of
l)i.'»cii)1iDe. for

raising Sup-
plies.

Motion to make
a drijft on tlie

Dook Fund.

Concerning
ary.

sal-

Alteration of
Discipline.

Continuation.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 11.

R,ead a statement of the general net deficiencies of the

several annual conferences for the four years last past.

Moved by Samuel Coate, and seconded by E. Cooper,

that a commiitee be appointed to take into consideration

that section in the form of Discipline for raising- annual sup-

plies for the propagation of the gospel, and for making up the

salaries of the preachers, in order that some plan be fallen

upon more effectually for the raising of our annual supplies.

Moved by Seely Bunn, and seconded by James Smith,

that there be a draft made on the Book Fund for the sum
of tive hundred dollars, to assist in defraying the expenses

of the most needy preachers back to their circuits.

iiloved bv Daniel Ostrander, and seconded by John
M'CIaskey, that no preacher shall receive anytliing as salaiy

for a wife or family until he has travelled four years, and

is in full connexion, unless by special stipulation, with the

conference.

Moved by Daniel Ostrander, and seconded by John

M'CIaskey, that the words "if it can be collected on his

circuit, or can be made up by supplies at the Annual Con-

ference," be inserted in the section of Disciphne relative to

the allowances, &c., after the words "eighty dollars."

The first clause of brother Bunn's motion was put

—

"•There shall be a draft on the Book Fund for

dollars if necessary." Carried.

Continued the debates on the superintendency.

May 12. THUKSDAY, MAY 12.

Continuation. Continued the debates on the superintendency.

Motions con-
cerning addi-
tional Bishops.

Thursday Afternoon.

Brother M'CIaskey and brother Cooper asked leave to

withdraw the motion for seven additional bishops ; which

was refused.

Brother George Pickering moved, and was seconded by

brother Joshua Soule, that the conference decide on the

motion now before them, whether there shall be seven ad-

ditional bishops or not. Carried.

Brother M'Claskey's motion for seven additional bishops,

being put to vote, was lost.
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Brother Ostrander's motion for two additional bishops, May 12.

being put to vote, was lost.

Brother Roszel's motion, for one additional bishop, to be Con<;orning ad-

elected or ordained at this conference, being put to vote,

was carried.

Moved by William P. Chandler, and seconded by George Election of

Pickering, that the conference proceed in the election of

the person, by ballot, -who is to be added to the superin-

tendency. Carried.

The conference, consisting of one hundred and twenty-

eight members present, proceeded in the election, and upon

counting the votes there were found ninety-five in favour of

William M'Kendreg, who stands the elect superintendent.

Wm. M'Ken-
dree elected.

FEIDAY, MAY 13.

Bishop Asbury moved that a committee of three be ap-

pointed, and nominated Daniel Hitt, Thomas F. Sargeant,

and Joshua Wells, to receive and appropriate such moneys
as may be collected for the relief of the necessitous preach-

ers of the General Conference. Carried.

Went into the debate on brother Bruce's motion for

ordaining local deacons to the eldership.

May 13.

Committee to

receive and
appropriate
monev.

Debate on mo-
tion to ordafa
local deacons

Friday Afternoon.

Brothers Garrettson, Bruce, Lee, and Everett were nom-
inated and appointed by the conference to assist in the or-

dination of the bishop elect.

Voted, that the ordination of the bishop elect take place

next Wednesday.
Continued the debate on brother Bruce's motion.

Appointed to as-

sist in ordina-
tion.

Time for ordi-

nation.

Debate contiii-

aed.

SATUEDAY, MAY 14. May 14.

Ezekiel Cooper, at the special request of Bishop Asbury, Ezekiei Cooper

took the chair.
took the chair.

Continued the debate on brother Bruce's motion.

John Pitts moved, and was seconded by Leonard Cassel,

that the vote on brother Bruce's motion be taken without

further debate. Carried.

Brother Bruce's motion for ordaining local deacons to the

eldership was put to vote. Lost—ayes 60, nays 66.

On motion, the conference adjourned until Monday, nine Adjoumtneat.

o'clock, A. M.

Debate contin-
ued.

Motion to ordain
local Deacons
lost.

MONDAY, MAY 16. May 16.

Read the report of the committee relative to regulating EeportofOom-

and perpetuating General Conferences.
""*"** '""'^"

6
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May 16.

Report on the
Constitution of
the General
Conference.

Whereas it is of tlie greatest importance that the doc-
trines, form of government, and general rules of the United
States societies in America be preserved sacred and in-

violable
;

And whereas every prudent measure should be taken to

preserve, strengthen, and perpetuate the union of the con-
nexion

;

Therefore, your committee, upon the maturest dehbera-
tion, have thought it advisable that the third section of the
form of Discipline shall be as follows, viz. :

—

Pr<

change of Dis-
cipline on Gen.
conferences.

Section III.—Of the General Conference.

1st. The General Conference shall be composed of del-

egates from the annual conferences.

2d. The delegates shall be chosen by ballot, without de-

bate, in the annual conferences respectively, in the last meet-
ing of conference previous to the meeting of the General
Conference.

3d. Each annual conference respectively shall have a
right to send seven elders, members of their conference, as

delegates to the General Conference.

4th. Each annual conference shall have a right to send
one delegate, in addition to the seven, for every ten mem-
bers belonging to such conference over and above fifty : so

that if there be sixty members, they shall send eight ; if

seventy, they shall send nine ; and so on in proportion.

5 th. The General Conference shall meet on the first day
of May, in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and
twelve ; and thenceforward on the first day of May once in

four years perpetually, at such place or places as shall be
fixed on by the General Conference from time to time.

6th. At all times, when the General Conference is met,
it shall take two-thirds of the whole number of delegates

to form a quorum.
Vth. One of the original superintendents shall preside in

the General Conference ; but in case no general superin-

tendent be present, the General Conference shall choose a

president pro tent.

8th. The General Conference shall have full powers to

make rules, regulations, and canons for our Church, under
the following limitations and restrictions, viz. :

—

The General Conference shall not revoke, alter, or change
our Articles of Religion, nor establish any new standards

of doctrine.

They shall not lessen the number of seven delegates from
each annual conference, nor allow of a greater number from
any annual conference than is provided in the fourth para-

graph of this section.

They shall not change or alter any part or rale of our
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government, so as to do away cpiscopacj^ or to destroy the May i&

plan of our itinerant general superintendency.

They shall not revoke or change the general rules of the

united societies.

They shall not do away the privileges, of our ministers

or preachers of trial by a committee, and of an appeal

;

neither shall they do away the privileges of our members,

of trial before the society, or by a committee of an appeal.

They shall not appropriate the produce of the Book Con-

cern or of the Charter Fund to any purpose other than for

the benefit of the travelling, superannuated, supernumerary,

and worn-out preachers, their wives, widows, and children.

Provided, nevertheless, that upon the joint recommenda-

tion of all the annual conferences, then a majority of two-

thirds of the General Conference succeeding shall suffice to

alter any of the above restrictions.

Voted, that the conference proceed immediately to the Voted to pro-

subject of the report of the committee. j>ct of Eeport"

Monday Afternoon.

Debate
ucd.

Postponenieut
of question.

Continued the debate on the report of the committee of

fourteen.

Moved by Ezekiel Cooper, and seconded by Joshua
Wells, to postpone the present question to make room for

the consideration of a new resolution, as preparatory to the

minds of the brethren to determine on the present subject.

Carried.

Moved by Ezekiel Cooper, and seconded by Joshua
Wells, the following resolution, viz. :

—

Resolved, That in the fifth section of Discipline, after the Proposal to elect

question, "By whom shall the presiding elders be chosen?" Eiders."^*'
'°^

the answer shall be

—

"Ans. 1st. Each annual conference

respectivel}', without debate, shall annually choose, by bal-

lot, its own presiding elders."

1:UESDAY, MAY 17. May 17.

Continued the debate on the motion for electinc: presiding Debate coutin-

, J
a r o ueu.

elders.

Moved by Joshua Soule, and seconded by Oliver Beale, Motion <>f ^o^h-

that the vote be taken on the motion for electing presiding

elders without further debate. Lost—nays 61, ayes 53.

Tuesday Afternoon.

Moved, by Samuel Draper, and seconded by Elijah Hed- ^nlddiDguJlf
ding, that the vote be taken on the motion for electing pre-

siding elders without further debate. Lost.
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May ir.

Jlotion for post-

ponement of

election lost.

Motion to take
vote lost.

Moved by Thomas F. Sargeant, and seconded by James
Smith, that the motion for electing presiding elders be post-

poned. Lost—nays 59, ayes 56.

Moved by Joshua Soule, and seconded by George Pick-

ering, that the vote be taken on the motion for electing

presiding elders without further debate. Lost.

May 18.

Motion to post-

pone election

to 15th August
next lost.

Motion to take
the vote car-

ried.

Motion to take
the vote by
ballot.

Ordination of
Bishop M'Ken-
dree.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 18.

Moved by Thomas F. Sargeant, and seconded by Fran-

cis Ward, that the motion for electing presiding elders be

postponed until the fifteenth day of .August next. Lost.

Moved by Elijah R. Sabin, and seconded by Joshua

Soule, that the vote be taken on the metion for electing

presiding elders without further debate. Carried.

Moved by Freeborn Garrettson, and seconded by Robert

Sparks, that this vote be taken by ballot. Carried.

The vote being taken on the motion for electing presiding

elders, there were, ayes 52, nays 73. Lost.

Bishop M'Kendree was ordained—brother Ware assisting

in the room of brother Everett, who was sick.

Leave of ab-

sence granted
to T. F. Sar-

geant.

Leave of ab-

sence granted
to D. Stephens.

Win. M'Ken-
dree discharg-

ed from com-
mittees.

Motion to take
vote by ballot.

Eesolution lost

Wednesday Afternoon.

Thomas F. Sargeant requested leave of absence. Granted,

on condition of his returning, if convenient.

David Stephens requested leave of absence. Granted.

Voted, that William M'Kendree be discharged from the

committees to which he belongs, and William Burke be sub-

stituted in his room.

Moved by John M'Claskey, and seconded by Daniel Os-

trander, tliat the vote on the first resolution of the report of

the committee of fourteen be taken by ballot. Carried.

The first resolution of the report of the committee of

fourteen being put to vote, there were, yeas 57, nays 64.

Lost.

May 19.

T.Ware released

from Commit-
tee of Keview.

Pitts appointed
on Committee
of Appropria-
tion, &c.
Vote to fill the
Wank in

Bunn"s mo-
tion.

Book Agents to

report on the
state of the
Book Concern.

THITKSDAY, MAY ^.

Thomas Ware requested to be released from the commit-

tee of review. Granted, and Joshua Wells was appointed

in his room.

John Pitts was appointed in brother Wells's place on the

committee of appropriation and of correspondence.

Voted, that the blank in brother Bunn's motion of

Wednesday, the 11th inst., be filled with 8500.

Moved by Jesse Lee, and seconded by John M'Claskey,

that the book agents be now requested to report the state

of the Book Concern. Carried.

Read the balance sheet and statement of the Book Con-
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Moved by Daniel Ostrander, and seconded by Wm. P.

Chandler, that the New-York Conference be exonerated

from blanae in the aid they have directed to be given to

brother John Wilson, assistant editor and general book-

steward. Carried.

Thursday Afternoon.

Andrew Hemphill, David Bartine, John Smith, John
Bloodgood, Gideon Draper, and James Ridgeway asked

leave of absence. Granted.

Moved, from the chair, that the seventh section in the

second part of the Discipline, " Of printing and circulating

of books, and of the profits arising therefrom," be considered

paragraph by paragraph. Carried.

May 19.

Motion to exon-
erate N. York
Conference.

Leave of ab-
sence Rrantetl

to A. llo.mp-

bill and others.

7th Section
Discipline.

of

FRIDAY, MAT 20.

Moved, from the chair, whether or not the Book Concern
be continued in New-York.

Voted, to continue the Book Concern in New-York.
Blanks to be left in the places of the book agents' names

in the seventh section and second part of Discipline.

Robert Sparks asked leave of absence. Granted.

James Moore asked leave of absence. Granted.

Moved by Daniel Ostrandei*, and seconded by Francis

Ward, that the Book Concern shall pay all the expense of

the conveyance of books to presiding elders, until they are

within their district. Carried.

May 20.

Motion wlietlier

ornottlieBook
Concern con-
tinue in New-
York.

Blanks.

Leave of ab-
sence jrranted

to K. Sparks
and to J.Moore.

Book Concern
to pay for con-
veyance of
books.

Friday Afternoon.

Moved by Ezekiel Cooper, and seconded by Elijah Red-
ding, that the [Vth] section of the Discipline " of the Book
Concern" be referred to a committee of three, to modify
and report to the conference.

Joseph Crawford, Joshua Soule, and Philip Bruce were
nominated and appointed.

The committee on the case of the Boston Meeting-House
reported as follows, viz. :

—" That the conference agree that

brother Pickering, or some other person, be appointed to

raise a subscription in any part of the connexion to assist

in defraying the enormous debt on the new church : and
that the conference give a certificate specifying that they
have recommended the measure."

Moved, from the Chair, that a subscription be opened
for the relief of our brethren in their difficulties concerning
the Boston Meeting-House, to be placed in the hands of all

the presiding elders. Carried.

WiUiam Hunter, James Hunter, William Colbert, and
John Bethel asked leave of absence. Granted.

The 7th Section
of Discipline
referred to a
Corninmittee
ot three.

Eeport of Com-
mittee on Bos-
ton Meeting-
House.

Motion to open
a subscription
for the relief of
C'hurch at Bos-
ton.

Leave of ab-
senco granted
to W. "Hunter
and others.
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May 20. Movcd, from tlie Chair, that one thousand dollars be

atedtopnnUng appropriated from the Book Concern to the printing of re-
Tracts, ligious tracts, to be given away. Carried,

May 21. SATURDAY, MAY 21.

Committee to

receive Eemit-
tances, &c.

Eeport of Com-
mittee read.

Amendments of
Discipline.

Voted, that George Pickering, Daniel Webb, and Martin
Ruter be a committee to receive remittances for the relief

of the trustees of the Boston Meeting-House, and to cor-

respond about the business. The presiding elders to send
remittances to, and correspond with, the book-agents, and
they with the said committee.

Read the report of the committee for modifying the sec-

tion of the Disciphne on the Book Concern.

The first and second paragraphs to stand in the seventh

section and second part of the Discipline.

The third paragrapli to stand.

The fourth paragraph to be struck out. Carried.

The fifth paragraph to be struck out. Carried.

The motion of yesterday, which was carried, for the

book-agents paying the expense of the conveyance of books
to the presiding elders' districts to be inserted in the

section of Discipline under revisal. Carried.

The seventh paragraph to be altered by leaving out the

last sentence from the word " same." Carried.

Saturday Afternoon.

sixth and eighth
paragraphs re-

tained.

Allowance of
Preachers and
Elders for sell-

ing Books.

Eespecting sale

ofBooks. Lost

Eules inserted

in Journals.

Expenses for

conveyance of
Books refund-
ed.

(lommittee to
receive Propo-
sals for carry-
ing on the Book
Businoss.

The sixth paragraph to be retained. Carried.

The eighth paragraph to be retained. Carried.

The circuit preachers shall have two-thirds, and the pre-

siding elders one-third of the allowance granted them for

selling books.

Moved by Ezekiel Cooper, and seconded by Thomas
Ware, that the rule respecting the profits on the sale of

books by the presiding elders and the preachers, be printed

in the section, "of the printing and circulating of books."

Lost.

Moved by Elisha Bowman, and seconded by Learner

Blackman, that the rule for regulating the commission be

inserted in the journals of the annual conferences. Carried.

Voted, that in those parts where the preachers have not

been accustomed to lay on additional rates, they shall have

the privilege of having their expenses on the conveyance

of the books now on hand refunded. Carried.

Moved by Daniel Ostrander, and seconded by Joshua

Soule, that a committee of be appointed to receive

proposals from any person or persons to carry on the book

business, and report to the conference. Lost.
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Moved, from the Chair, that if any person or persons
,p.

'^^J^'^^^'^^p

have proposals to make for carrying on the book business, 3^3^
"'' ^^'^^"^'

they shall bring them in on Monday morning. Carried.

MONDAY, MAY 23.

Read the report of the Committee of Review, viz. :

—

" Your Committee of Review, having progressed in ex-

amining the manuscript hymns laid before us, so far as to

satisfy our own minds, report to the conference

—

" First. That notwithstanding there are some terms which

might be altered for the better, and some hymns that are

injured by not retaining more of the original, yet, upon the

whole, the hymns, in the judgment of the committee, are

good, and would be of considerable advantage to our people

if published in a separate volume, that those of them who
have the former may be supplied with the latter, and that

in future both may be united in one.

" Second. Your committee report further, that they do
not think it would be for the interest of the Book Concern

to publish the book of letters in the mass, yet that a

selection from the whole might be made that would be

useful.

" Third. They report further, that they conceive it would
be proper for us to improve and be uniform in our singing,

but, at the same time, they think that it would not be
proper to take Mr. Evans's, or an}" other man's music-book
under our patronage

;
yet, if the compiler thinks proper to

publish the proposed collection of tunes at his own risk, we
would recommend it to our societies in general as a work
of merit, so far as we judge from the specimen.

" Fourth. Your committee further report, that they have
taken a cursory view of a manuscript entitled ' A History

of the Methodists in the United States of America ;' but as

the work appears, in their view, more like a simple and
crude narrative of the proceedings of the Methodists than

a history, they think it would be improper to publish it.

" Your committee recommend to your serious consider-

ation the propriety of introducing some rule to prevent im-

proper publications in future, and to avoid, if possible, that

contempt which is poured upon us as a people on account
of improper publications, which are viewed by the public

as under our patronage. Therefore,
" Fifth. Resolved, That no travelling preacher shall publish

any pamphlet, hymns, or spiritual songs, either of his own
or others' composing, in their individual or joint capacity

;

but all our own publications shall come through the chan-
nel of our general Book Concern."

Moved by Philip Bruce, and seconded by Thomas
Branch, that the report of the Committee of Review lie on

May 2S.

Report of Com-
inittec of Ee-
viewonllymn-
Book.

On Music-book.

On History of
tbe Metbodista.

On Improper
publications.

Motion that the
Report ofCom-
mittee lie on
tbe table.
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May 23.

Motion concern-
ing tlie session

of next General
Conference.

Number of
Members from
each Annual
Conference.

Power of Annu-
al Conference.

Leave of ab-
sence granted
to Cassel and
Howe.

the table until we determine when and where the next

General Conference shall be held. Carried.

Moved by Leonard Cassel, and seconded by Stephen G.
Roszel, that the motion for considering when and where
the next General Conference shall be, lie over until it be

determined who shall compose the General Conference.

Carried.

Moved by Enoch George, and seconded by Stephen G.

Roszel, that the General Conference shall be composed of

one member for every five members of each annual confer-

ence. Carried, by a very large majority.

Moved by Joshua Soule, and seconded by George Pick-

ering, that each annual conference shall have the power of

sending their proportionate number of members to the Gen-
eral Conference, either by seniority or choice, as they shall

think best.

Bi'other Cassel asked leave of absence for the remainder

of the day. Granted.

Brother Maurice Howe asked leave of absence. Granted.

Leave of ab-
sence granted
to Billy Hib-
bard.

Contribution to

Joshua Soule.

Motion of Josh-
ua Soule car-

ried.

Leave of ab-
sence to N. U.
Thompkins.

Next General
Conference to

be held first of
M&y, 1812.

Next General
Conference to

be held in N.
York.

Leave of ab-

sence to Geo.
AVoolley.

Committee to

revise part of
Discipline.

Committee.

QucTum.

Monday Afternoon,

Brother Askin went away.

Billy Hibbard asked leave of absence. Granted.

Contributed in and by the conference, to the relief of

brother Joshua Soule, in his necessities by removal, &c.,

eighty-three dollars and sixty-five cents.

Brother Joshua Soule's motion of this morning being put
to vote, was carried.

Nehemiah U. Thompkins asked leave of absence ; which
was granted.

Moved by Stephen G. Roszel, and seconded by George
Pickering, that the next General Conference be held on the

first of May, 1812. Carried.

Moved by "William Thacher, and seconded by Joseph
Crawford, that the next General Conference be held in

New-York. For New-York, fifty-six ; for Baltimore, forty-

eight—carried.

George Woolley asked leave of absence. Granted.

Samuel Coate's motion for a committee to revise the sec-

tion of Discipline relative to raising supplies, was put to

vote and carried.

Samuel Coate, Elijah R. Sabin, and Joseph Craw-
ford, were nominated and appointed to form the said com-
mittee.

Moved by Stephen G. Roszel, and seconded by Jesse

Lee, that it shall take two-thirds of the representatives of

all the annual conferences to form a quorum for business

in the General Conference. For it, 53 ; against it, 46

—

carried.
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TUESDAY, MAY 24.

Moved, from the Chair, that the report of the Committee

of Review lie on the table until the regulations concerning

the General Conference be determined. Carried.

Moved by Jesse Lee, and seconded by William Burke,

that the next General Conference shall not change or alter

any part or rule of our government, so as to do away epis-

copacy, or to destroy the plan of our itinerant genci'al

superintendency. Carried.

Moved by Stephen G. Roszel, and seconded by George

Pickering, tliat one of the superintendents preside in the

General Conference ; but in case of the absence of a super-

intendent, the Conference sliall elect a president pro tern.

(Carried.

Moved by Stephen G. Roszel, and seconded by Nelson

Reed, that the General Conference shall have full ])ovvers

to make rules and regulations for our Church, under the

following restrictions, viz. :

—

1. The General Conference shall not revoke, alter, or

change our articles of religion, nor establish any new stand-

ards or rules of doctrine, contrary to our present existing

and established standards of doctrine. Carried.

2. They shall not allow of more than one representative

for every five members of the annual conference, nor allow

of a less number than one for every seven. Carried.

Moved by Daniel Hitt, and seconded by Samuel Coate,

that a committee of three be appointed to modify certain

exceptionable expressions in tlie General Rules. Lost.

3. They shall not revoke or change the " General Rules

of the United Societies." Carried.

4. They shall not do away the privileges of our minis-

ters or preachers of trial by a committee, and of an appeal

;

neither shall they do away the privileges of our members
of trial before the society, or by a committee, and of an

appeal. Carried.

5. They shall not appropriate the produce of the Book
Concern or of the Charter Fund to any purpose other than

for the benefit of the traveUing, supernumerary, superan-

nuated, and worn-out preachers, their wives, Avidows, and
children. Carried.

6. Provided, nevertheless, that upon the joint recommend-
ation of all the annual conferences, then a majority of two-
thirds of the General Conference succeeding shall sufiice to

alter any of the above restrictions. Carried.

James Hcrron, James Reed, Philip Bruce, John Buxton,

Christopher S. Mooring, James Boyd, John Ballew, Wm.
Hubbard, Humplirey Wood, and Richard Lattimorc, asked

leave of absence. Granted.

May2j.

Report of the
Committee of
Keview to lio

on the table.

Resolution on
the General
Conference.

One of tlio Su-
jieriiitendents

to preside in

General Con-
ference.

Power of Gene-
ral Conference,
with the fol-

lowing restric-

tions.

Leave of ab-
sence granted.
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May 24. Voted, that the conference naeet to-morrow morning at

Voted to meet eififht o'clock.
at S o'clock.

°

Power of An-
nual Conferen-
ces to call a
General Con-
ference.

Eespectlng time
for meeting.

Motion to re-

quest the Book
Agents tomake
Iteport to Con-
ference.

Eesignation of
Ezekiel Cooper
as Book Agent.

Tuesday Aftkrnook.

Moved by Daniel Ostrander, and seconded by Ezekiel

Cooper, that the general superintendents, with or by the ad-

vice of all the annual conferences, or, if there be no general

superintendent, all the annual conferences respectively, shall

have power to call a General Conference, if they judge it

necessary, at any time. Carried.

Moved, from the chair, that the General Conference shall

meet on the first day of May once in four years, perpetu-

ally, at such place or places as shall be fixed on by the

General Conference from time to time. Carried.

Moved by Thomas Ware, and seconded by Wm. Mills,

that our present book agents be requested to inform the

conference if they will continue to conduct the Concern,

and on Avhat terras. Carried.

Brother Ezekiel Cooper gave in his resignation as book
agent, viz. :

—

I, Ezekiel Cooper, Editor and General Book-SteAvard.

with affectionate and grateful emotions of heart, do hereby
respectfully ackiiowledge to my brethren composing the

General Conference, that the trust and confidence which
they have reposed in me, as their editor and general book-

steward, in the superintendence of their Book Concern, have

and do most seriously and deeply affect my sensibility, so

as to excite thankfulness to my brethren and a great rever-

ence and humiliation before God, that I have been accounted

capable and qualified to fill the station, and have been con-

sidered as worthy of trust and confidence in so important

and interesting a department. And it is a matter of mex-
pressible delight that I can ingenuously declare to you,

that I have, with conscientious rectitude, served the in-

terests of the connexion with persevering integrity and
fidelity, to the best of my ability ; and as our report to you
will show, from a view of the stock account now rendered.

I have served your interests successfully. And may I

flatter myself that I have served you witla acceptance, so

far as to meet the testimony of your approbation ? than

which I do not know any temporary consideration that is

capable of giving me a greater satisfaction and gratification.

When I engaged in this Concern in the spring of 1799,
the whole amount of the clear capital stock, including debts

and all manner of property, was not worth more than /o?/r

thousand dollars, and I had not a single dollar of cash in

hand, belonging to the connexion, to carry on the work, or

to procure materials, or to pay a single demand against the

Concern, which at that time was near three thousand dollarn
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in debt. Under these circumstances, and thus situated, I ^'"^ ^
engaged in the business with reluctance, fear, and trembling.

^Ef'gooper!
**'

I maintained and established the credit of the Concern by
my own personal responsibility for contracts made, and the

credit that I had in the confidence of those for whom I did

business. Thus, with cautious steps and prudent fore-

thought and calculations in business, I had to struggle and

go on by night and day ; and had, in certain cases), to ad-

vance my own cash to meet some of the demands against

the Concern. In the course of the first year I got the

business tolerably well under way, and by intense applica-

tion, and p'l'eat fatiijue, got released from some embarrass-

ments and perple.vities ; and the business appeared in a

state of liberal prosperity.

At the General Conference in 1804, the Concern had so

far prospered that I could show a capital of about twenty-

seven thousand dollars, which was clearing for the con-

nexion about twenty-three thousand dollars in five yeai-s,

from a capital of about four thousand, which was, when I

received it, in a precarious and scattered situation. During
which time of five years I had no help allowed me by the

connexion, further than a small consideration of three hun-

dred and thirty dollars and my board per year.

Four years ago, in 1804, the General Conference ap-

pointed brother John Wilson to assist in the business; since

which time we have progressed upon the capital of about
twenty-seven thousand dollars till this time, and now we
show a capital of about forty-five thousand dollars, accord-

ing to the report on your table. So that since the time I

first engaged in the business, in 1Y99, till this time, being

nine years, the capital stock has increased about eleven-

fold, which is more than a hundred per cent, per annum,
or about eleven hundred per cent, in nine years, upon the

original capital and stock of about four thousand dollars,

besides the various appropriations to the conference and
other purposes, as our ledger and day-book will show for.

And now, dear brethren, wishing all success to the con-

ne.xion, and to the Book Concern, I hereby give you notice

that it is my wish and purpose to be released from the

agency in the Book Concern, and to retire from the respon-

sibihty and perple.xities of the business. Therefore I de-

cline being considered as a candidate for the editor or stew-

ardship, wishing you may never have an agent to do you
less service, nor to serve you with less acceptance, than I

have done.

With great consideration, I am, dear brethren, in senti-

ments of good will, and ministerial aflfection, and Christian

love. Yours, respectfully,

EzEKiEL Cooper.
To the General Conference now sitting.

Baltimore, May 24, 1803.
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May. 24.

Thanks return-
ed to E. Cooper.

Requested to

serve again.

Voted $1000 to

E. Cooper.

Leave of ab-
sence.

J'roposiHon by
.Tobn Wilson to

superintend
Book Concern.

Wilson employ-
ed us editor and
book-stcAS'ard.

May '25.

r>. Uitt elected

M assist Wil-
son.

Voted to pay D.
Ilitt $600.

.4ny compensa-
tion .IS board,

&c., considered
a part of their

salary.

Time of service

limited.

Names of editor

.and gener.ll

book-steward
left out of Dis-
cipline.

First resolution
carried.

Second resolu-

tion carried.

Third andfourth
resol'us carried.

Fifth resolution

lost.

No travelling

preacher allow-

.'d to publish
books without
ihe approb.a-

tion of Confer-
ence.

C/om. of Corre-
spondence.
Draftof letter to

Dr. Coke read.

A postscript to

be subjoined.

Moved by John Pitts, and seconded by Philip Bruce,

that the conference return their thanks to brother Cooper
for his faithful services in conducting the Book Concern.

Carried.

The conference requested brother Cooper to serve again.

Moved by Martin Ruter, and seconded by WiUiam
M'Lenahan, that this conference vote a sum of $1000 to

brother Cooper, by way of extra compensation for his ser-

vices the first five years. Carried.

Asa Smith, John Walker, William Mills, Truman Bishop,

Joseph Aydelott, Thomas Walker, James Aikins, and Thomas
Sliands, asked leave of absence. Granted.

John Wilson, being requested by the conference, pro-

poses to superintend the Book Concern for $750 a year.

Voted to employ brother Wilson as editor and general

book-steward at $750 a year.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 25.

Daniel Hitt was elected by ballot as the assistant editor

and general book-steward.

Voted to pay Daniel Hitt $600 a year, as assistant editor

and general book-steward.

Moved by William Thacher, and seconded by Daniel

Ostrander, that in case the book agents I'eceive any com-
pensation as board or quarterage as a preacher, it sliall be
considered as a part of their salary. Carried.

Moved by Ezekiel Cooper, and seconded by John Wilson,

that no general book-steward or editor in the Book Concern
shall serve in that department as agent or superintendent

for more than eight years successively. Carried.

Moved from the chair, that the editor and general book-

steward's names be left out of the Discipline, and printed in

the annual Minutes. Carried.

The fii-st resolution of the report of the committee of

review was put to vote and carried.

The second resolution was put to vote and carried.

The third resolution was put to vote and carried.

The fourth resolution was put to vote and carried.

The fifth resolution was put to vote and lost.

Moved by Elijah R. Sabin, and seconded by Oliver Beale,

that no travelling preacher be permitted to publish any

book or pamphlet without the approbation of the annual

conference to which he belongs, or a committee chosen by
them. Carried.

The committee of correspondence reported.

The draft of a letter to Dr. Coke was read and ap-

proved.

The postscript drawn up by brother Cooper was voted

to be subjoined to the letter to Dr. Coke.
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The draft of a letter to the British Conference was read

and approved.

Wednesday Afternoon.

William Anson, Daniel Asbury, Phinehas Cook, Josiah

Philips, Stith Mead, Josias Randle, Reuben Harris, Sam-
uel Draper, and Nathan Bangs, asked leave of absence.

Granted.

Moved by Stephen G. Roszel, and seconded by James
Ward, that after the word " Conference," in the fourtli

paragraph of the section on slavery, the following words be

inserted, viz. :
" E.xcept in those states where tlie laws are

such as, in the judgment of the quarterly conference, render

such record improper ; and in such cases the decision of

the quarterly conference shall be entered on the Journal,"

and then strike out the conclusion of the paragraph from

the word '• nevertheless." Lost.

Moved by Thomas L. Budd, and seconded by John
M'Claskey, that the whole section in our form of Discipline

respecting slavery be stiiick out. Lost.

Moved by Daniel Ostrander, and seconded by Joshua
Soule, that no more motions be laid on the table until those

that are on be disposed of. Carried.

Voted that the secretary sign the letters to Dr. Coke
and the British Conference, and that the members of the

committee of correspondence countersign them.

M-ay 25.

Draft of a letter

to British Con-
fcTcnco read.

Lfave of ab-
sence.

Amendments on
iSlavery pro-

posed and lost.

Motion for regu-
lating business.

Signing ofletter.H

to Dr. Coke and
Britisli Confer-
ence.

THUESDAY, MAY 26.

Moved from the chair, that there be one thousand forms
of Discipline prepared for the use of the South Carolina

Conference, in which the section and rule on slavery be left

out. Carried.

Moved by Stephen G. Roszel, and seconded by Thomas
Ware, that the first two paragraphs of the section on slavery

be retained in our Discipline ; and that the General Confer-

ence authorize each annual conference to form their own
regulations relative to buying and selling slaves. Carried.

The committee appointed to take into consideration the

fifth section of the form of Discipline on the temporal econ-

omy for raising supplies, (itc, reported ; but the conference
did not see proper to adopt their report.

Moved by Ezekiel Cooper, and seconded by Nelson Reed,
that after tiie fifth section on laising supplies, <fec., it be in-

serted before the question :

—

6th. Every annual conference has full liberty to adopt
and recommend such plans and rules as to them may ap-
pear necessary the more effectually to raise for the respect-

ive allowances.

7th. If the respective allowances are not raised, as pro-

May 26.

One thous.inrt

copies of Di.>^-

cipline for S. C.

Conference.

Amendment.

Committee on
Temporal

^

Economy.

Motion for

amendment
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May 26.

Motion for

amendment.

Motions rescind-
ed.

Motion for

amendment

Probation.

Fletcher's

Checks.

Amendment of
Discipline.

Proposition for

publishing a
history of the
Methodists in

America.

Motions for

amendment of
Discipline.

vided for, the connexion sliall not be accountable for the
deficiency as in a case of debt. Carried.

The motions previously entered on the Journal, brought
by brotlier Ostrander and brother Chandler on the forego-
ing subject of raising supplies, &c., are rescinded.

Moved by Jesse Lee, and seconded by Thomas Ware,
that the word " salary " be struck out of the Discipline, and
the word " allowance" be inserted in its place. Carried.

Moved by Daniel Hitt, and seconded by John Pitts, that

every part of the Discipline that stands in contrast with any
of the rules and regulations adopted at this sitting of the
General Conference be repealed. Lost.

Moved by Stephen G. Roszel, and seconded by Nelson
Reed, that the probation of our graduates to the ministry

be lengthened to four yeai-s. Lost.

Moved by James Ward, and seconded by Siith Mead,
that " Fletcher's Checks " be reprinted immediately, begin-

ning with the first volume. Carried.

Thursday Afternoox.

Moved by William P. Chandler, and seconded by William
M'Lenahan, that the following amendment be inserted in

the fourth section of the ordination of local deacons, after

the word " provided," in the last paragraph and third line

:

" Their characters pass in examination, and obtain the ap-

probation of the yearly conference, with a testimonial from
the quarterly meeting of their respective circuits after proper

examination, signed by the president and countersigned by
the secretary."

Moved by Nelson Reed, and seconded by John Pitts,

that a history of the Methodists in America be published

;

that such preachers as have it in their power be requested

to furnish materials for the same, and that some person or

persons be appointed to prepare it for the press. Lost.

Moved by Daniel Hall, and seconded by Jesse Lee, that

the answer to the second chapter and fifth section of our

Discipline be expunged. Lost.

Moved by Elijah R. Sabin, and seconded by Joshua Soule,

that the ])art of Discipline which says, "How often shall we
permit strangers to be present at the meeting of the so-

ciety ?" be amended and read thus :
" How often shall we

permit those who are not of our society to meet in class

or society ?" Carried.

Moved by Ezekiel Cooper, and seconded by William Biirke,

that in page twenty-seven, after the words "shall be ex-

pelled," the words " excepting the case be of such a nature

as to require or justify a process at law" shall be added.

Carried.

Moved by Joshua Wells, and seconded by Thomas L.

Budd, that the following words be inserted in section seventh,
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answer five, line third, after the words "quarterly meeting,"
" except such as absent themselves from trial after sufiScient

notice has been given them." Carried.

Moved by Stephen G. Roszel, and seconded by Joseph

Toy, that the consultation of the preachers with the stew-

ards and leaders be struck out of the first chapter, ninth

section, and twenty-seventh page of Discipline, in cases of

disputes about payment of money, &c. Carried.

Moved by Jesse Lee, and seconded by William Burke,

that in the marriage rule, after the word "trial," be added,
" and suspended " from love-feast and the "Lord's supper."

Lost.

Moved by Joseph Totten, and seconded by Stephen G.

Roszel, that no preacher shall be sent as a representative

to the General Conference until he has tiavelled at least

four full calendar years from the time that he was received

on trial by an annual conference, and is in full connexion

at the time of holding the conference. Carried.

Moved by Samuel Coate, and seconded by Wm. Burke,

that Mr. Asbury be requested by this conference to com-
ply with a request of our brethren in England, to send

his likeness over to them, to be put in their magazines.

Cariied.

Moved by Ezekiel Cooper, and seconded by William

P. Chandler, that the assistant secretary be directed to write

to brother Evans on our decision concerning his proposal.

Carried.

Read the addresses and the Journal.

Francis Asbury.
Wm. M'Kendree.

Wm. Penn Chandler, Sec'y.

May 26.

Motions for

amendment of
Discipline.

Motion relative

to sending rep-

resentatives to
General Con-
ference.

Motion to re-

quest Mr. As-
bury to send his

likeness to the
brethren in En-
gland.

Motion that tho
a-ssistant secre-

tary write to

Evans.

Addresses and
•Journal read.
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JOURNAL

GENERAL CONFERENCE, 1812.

FRIDAY, MAY 1.

The delegated Genei-al Conference of the Methodist

Episcopal Clmrch in the United States of America assem-

bled in tlie city of New-York, agreeably to a resolution of

the General Conference of ]808. Bishop Asbury opened

conference. Wm. M. Kennedy was appointed Secretary

pro tern. The forenoon was occupied in calling for and

reading the certificates of the delegates from the several

annual conferences. Members present :

—

Nciv -York Conference— Freeborn Garrettson, Daniel

Ostrander, Aaron Hunt, William Phoebus, William Anson,

Nathan Bangs, Laban Clai-k, Truman Bishop, Ebon Smitli,

Henry Stead, Billy Hibbard, Seth Crowell, Samuel Mer-

win—13.

New -England Conference— George Pickering, Oliver

Beale, Elijah Hedding, Joshua Soule, William Stevens,

Asa Kent, Solomon Sias, Joel Winch, Daniel Webb— 9.

Genesee Conference—William B. Lacy, Anning Owen,

Timothy Lee, James Kelsey, Elijah Batchelor, William

Snow—6.

Western Conference—Learner Blackman, Benjamin Lakin,

James Quinn, Frederick Stier, John Sale, William Pattison,

Isaac Quinn, William Houston, John Collins, Samuel Parker,

James Axley, David Young, Thomas Stilwell—13.

' South Carolina Conference—Lewis Myers, Lovick Pierce,

Joseph Tarpley, Daniel Asbury, Wm. M. Kennedy, Sam-.

uel Dunwody, James E. Glenn, Hilliard Judge, Joseph
Travis—9.

Virginia Conference—Jesse Lee, Philip Bruce, John Bur-

ton, Thomas L. Douglass, John Ballew, James M. Boyd,

Richard Lattimore, Charles Callaway, Cannellum H. Hines,

William Jean, John Early— 1 1

.

7

Mav 1.

Meeting of Con-
ference.

Conference
ojiened. Koii-
ncdyappoiate*!
Secretary pm
tcm.

Kew-Tork Con-
ference.

New-Enprland
Conference.

Oenesee Confer-
ence.

Wcslera Con-
ference.

South Carolina
Conference.

Virginia Cou-
fercnco.
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Mayl.
Baltimore Con-
ference.

Philailelphia

Oouference.

Ninety in Con-
I'ereiice.

Adjournment.

Examination of

Certiflcates,&c.

Voted that a
committee be
appointed to

form rules, &c.

Committee.

Adjournment,

Baltimore Conference—Nelson Reed, Joseph Toy, Joshua
Wells, Nicholas Snethen, Enoch George, Asa Shinn, Hamil-
ton Jefferson, Jacob G ruber, Robert R. Roberts, William
Ryland, Christopher Frye, James Smith, Robert Burch,
Henry Smith, Andrew Hemphill—15.

Philadelphia Conference—Ezekiel Cooper, John M'Clas-

key, Thomas F. Sargent, Stephen G. Roszel, Thomas Ware,
Richard Sneath, Thomas Boring, David Bartine, John
Walker, George Woolley, James Bateman, Thomas Burch,
Michael Coate, Asa Smith—14.

Ninety is the number that compose the Conference.

Conference then adjourned mitil three o'clock P. M.

Friday Afternoon.

Conference met, agreeably to adjournment, and resumed
the further examination of certificates of the delegates, in

order to organize themselves. A case was brought forward
respecting some of the delegates from New-England. It

seems they elected three extra members who were to suc-

ceed and take place in case of the failure of any of the first

chosen delegates. The conference took into consideration

the propriety of the principle, and, after some debate, voted
tliat this business sliould be laid over till to-morrow.

The conference voted that a committee of three should be
appointed to form rules for the regulation of this conference,

and that one of them should be chosen out of each annual
conference ; accordingly Ezekiel Cooper, N. Snethen, Philip

Bruce, George Pickering, F. Garrettson, Lewis Myers, L.

Blackman, and Wm. B. Lacy were elected.

Adjourned at five o'clock.

May 2.

Committee to

search for Jour-
nal.

Committee sent
for.

Resumed busi-

ness ofappoint-
ing: Secretary.

D. Ilitt elected.

Relogates from
the N. B. Con-
ference.

SATURDAY, MAY 2.

Met, agreeably to adjournment, and, after prayer, pro-

ceeded to business. Jesse Lee and Wm. Phoebus were
appointed a committee to search diligently for the Journal
of the last General Conference, which was mislaid in conse-

quence of the death of John Wilson.

The committee appointed to form rules being absent,

conference voted that they should be sent for ; which was
accordingly done.

The conference resumed the business of appointing a
secretary. Voted that a secretary be appointed who is not
a member of this conference. D. Hitt and Wm. S. Fisher

were nominated, and the conference proceeded to vote by
ballot, when it appeared, on counting the votes, that D.-

Hitt was elected by a large majoi-ity.

The business concerning the delegates from the New-
England Conference was lesumed, and, after some conver-

sation, a motion was made :
" Are our brethren from the
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New-England Conference, Joel Winch and Daniel Webb,
entitled to their seats in this conference ?" Votes in favour

of the motion 56—against 22. They accordingly took their

seats in the places of John Brodhead and Elijah R. Sabin.

Adjourned at a quarter past twelve o'clock.

Saturday Afternoon.

Conference met again at three o'clock P. M.
D. Ostrander reported to the conference that D, Hitt

cannot take his place as secretary until Monday morning

next. Also, that he wishes some one to be appointed to

assist hira in the business of secretary.

The committee to form rules for the regulation of this

conference made their report, and the determination of the

conference in that case was postponed until Monday.
Moved, that a person be appointed to assist D. Hitt in

the business of secretary, and postponed until Monday
next.

A motion was made that our brethren who are in full

connexion be admitted to sit in this house during the con-

ference. Voted that it be postponed imtil Wednesday
next.

Bishop Asbury read Dr. Coke's letter to the conference.

Adjournment was called for and carried at five o'clock,

to meet at nine o'clock, Monday next.

May 2.

Adjournmeut.

Report of D.
Ostrander.

Report of CoiJi-

mittco appoint-
ed to form
rules, &.C.

PostpiirieiiKint

of motion to
ap[ioiMt tin As-
sistant Soc'y.

Postponement
ofmotion to ad-

mit brethren of
fall connexion
in conforcuec.

Dr. Coke's letter

read.
Adjournment.

MONDAY, MAY 4.

Met at nine o'clock, agreeably to adjournment.

After calling the list, the Journal was read.

The committee appointed to search after the -Journal re-

ported that they had made inquiry at every place where
they thought it probable it might be found, except at Mrs.

Wilson's, who was not at home. The committee was then

further requested to wait on Mrs. Wilson for further search.

Moved, that we resume the consideration of the rules.

N. Snethen was then requested to read the rules and
orders.

Adjourned at twelve o'clock.

Monday Afternoon.

The conference met, agreeably to adjournment, and pro- Consideration of

ceeded further to consider the rules and orders to regulate '""''^''"

the conference.

Adjourned at six o'clock. Adjournment.

May 4.

Journal read.

Report of com-
mittee appoint-
ed to look for

Journal.

Motion to re-

sume the con-
sideration of
rules.

Adjournnionf.

TUESDAY, MAY 5.

Met at nine o'clock, agreeably to adjournment yesterday.

After calling the list the Journal was read. Then the

May 6.
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Miiy 5.

Keport of com-
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Jouruiil.

Liberty to speak
granted to N.
Keed.

8abject
missed.

iTournal found.

Motion to re

•siiine tlio con
.sirteration

rules, itc.

of

Motion to form
committee of
whole.

Eules and orders
finished.

Adjournment.

No old rnip to
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Order to print
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copies of rules

aad orders.

Memorial of
Trustees of
Chartered
Fund.

Motion to take
into considera-
tion the Book
Concern.

Committee
chosen by bal-

lot.

Adiournment.

committee appointed to search for the Journal reported,

that the Aveathcr was so disagreeable that they had not

been able to make further search.

N. Reed then rose and asked liberty to speak, with an
allusion to something said yesterday, Avherein he thought
himself and others somewhat implicated. Leave was
granted.

After some desultory conversation on the subject, it was
amicably dismissed.

William Phoebus, one of the committee to seek for the

Journal, appeared witli the Journal, it ha-ving been mislaid

among some old books belonging to the estate of the late

John Wilson.

Moved by D. Ostrander, that we resume the considera-

tion of the rules and orders to govern the conference.
' Of tlie committee of the whole conference."

On moti(jn, Shall the conference have power to resolve

itself into a committee " of the Avhole ?" Carried by a large

]iiajority, having 54 votes in favour.

Finished the consideration of the rules and orders to gov-

ern the conference.

Adjourned at twelve o'clock.

TcESDAY Afternoon.

Met, agreeably to adjournment. After calling the list,

Jesse Lee moved, that no old rule shall be abolished without

a majority of two-thirds. Lost.

N. Snethen moved, that the rules and orders to govern
the sitting and business of the conference should be printed.

Carried, and ordered that one hundred copies be printed.

N. Snethen was appointed to supeiintend the printing

thereof.

Bishop M'Kendree's address to the General' Conference
was read.

A memorial of the trustees of the Chartered Fund, as

also their statement of the affairs of the fund, were read to

the conference.

A motion was made by N. Bangs, that the conference

take into consideration the Book Concern, and appoint a

committee to examine and report. Voted that a committee
be appointed.

It was determined that the committee shall be chosen by
ballot. On counting the votes, it was found that E. Cooper,

J. Lee, and N. Snethen, were duly elected.

Adjourned at si.x o'clock.

May 6. WEDNESDAY, MAY 6.

Ljst called, and Met at nine o'clock, agreeably to adjournment yesterday.

After calling the list, the Journal was read.
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J. Early moved, that Bishop M'Kendree's address to the

General Conference be recorded on the Journal. Lost.

Jesse Lee then moved, that the bishop's address be filed

with the conference papers. Carried.

T. Ware moved, that the book committee of yesterday be

directed to take up the section on the printing and circulat-

ing of books, and revise and report thereon. With-

drawn.

N. Bangs moved, that the committee appointed to exam-

ine into the Book Concern be instructed to take into con-

sideration whatever may relate to the Concern. Carried.

Jesse Lee called up his former motion as the oraer of

the day. It was then moved, that this motion be indefi-

nitely postponed. The indefinite ])ostponement was lost.

It was then carried by a large majority, " that the travel-

ling preachers, who are in full connexion, have liberty to

sit in this house as listeners during confei'ence."

It was then moved, that the travelling preachers not in

full connexion be admitted. Lost by a large majority.

It was fui'ther moved, that the local preachers be ad-

mitted as spectators in the gallery, and indefinitely post-

poned. The travelling preachers in full connexion, as ad-

mitted by the foregoing vote, are to be admitted in the

gallery, subject to the ordei-s of conference.

Adjourned at twelve o'clock.

Wednesday Afternoox.

Conference met, agreeably to adjournment. After read-

ing the list, S. G. Roszel moved, that Bishop M'Kendree's

address be referred to a committee of the whole confer-

May6.
Motion to re-

cord Bishop
M'Kendree's
address on tho
Journal.
Motion to file

Bisliop M'Ken-
dree's address.

Motion to

amend.

Motion respect-

in? Boole Con-

Motion to admit
travelline prea-
cliers in full

connexion.

Motion to ad-
mit travoliing

preachers not
iu full connex-
ion.

Motion to admit
local preachers
indefinitely

postponed
Travelling
preachers to oc-
cupy gallery.

Motion to refer

Bishop M'Ken-
dree's address
to the whole
conference.

Bishop M'Kendree presented an address from several

preachers of the Genesee Annual Conference,

Moved by D. Ostrander, that this address be referred to

a committee of seven, one from each annual conference ex-

cept the Genesee. Withdrawn, and the address voted to

lie on the table, subject to be called up at any time.

It was then voted, that a person be appointed to keep an

account of the persons that speak, and the time of their

speaking.

S. G, Roszel called up his motion to refer Bishop M'Ken-
dree's address to a committee of the whole conference.

Carried.

Freeborn Garrettson was called to the chair.

The committee of the whole rose and reported as fol-

lows, viz. :

—

T. F. Sargent moved, that so much of Bishop M'Ken-
dree's address as related to the Genesee Conference be re-

ferred to a select committee, to report thereon by resolution

or otherwise.

Address from
several preach-
ers presented.

Motion to refer

Bishop M'Ken-
dree's address
to committee
ofseven.

A person to

keep an ac-

count of the
speakers.

Motion to refer

Bishop M'Ken-
dree's addre?",

to a cominitteo
of the whole.

Report of com-
mittee of the
whole.
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May 6.

Motion respect-
ing the com-
mittee of the
whole.

Motion of T. F.
Sargent.

Bishop M'Ken-
dree's address
referred to se-

lect commit-
tees.

Eeport of com-
mittee of the
whole to lie on
the table.

Adjournment.

E. Cooper moved, that the committee of the whole should
rise, report progress, and ask leave to sit again. Lost.

T. F. Sargent's motion was then resumed and carried.

T. F. Sargent then moved, that the select committee
consist of eight members, one from each annual conference.

Carried.

John Early moved, that so much of Bishop M'Kendree's
address as relates to a division of the work in the Western
country be referred to a select committee for them to con-

sider and report thereon. Carried.

Moved, that the committee shall consist of nine mem-
bers, Iwo of which shall be chosen from the Western Con-
ference, and one from each of the other annual conferences.

Carried.

S. G. Roszel moved, that so much of Bishop M'Kendree's
address as relates to the episcopacy be referred to a select

committee. Carried.

Moved, that this committee shall consist of eight members,
one from each annual conference. Carried.

Thomas F. Sargent moved, that so much of Bishop

M'Kendree's address as relates to the local preachers be
referred to a select committee, to report thereon by resolu-

tions or otherwise. Carried.

Moved, that this committee consist of eight members, one
from each annual conference. Carried.

S. G. Roszel moved, that so much of Bishop M'Ken-
dree's address as relates to doctrine, disciphne, and prac-

tice, be referred to a select committee. Carried.

Moved, that this committee shall consist of si.xteen mem-
bers, two from each annual conference. Carried.

T. L. Douglass moved, that so much of Bishop M'Ken-
dree's address as relates to unfinished business at the

last General Conference, if there be any, be referred

to a select committee, and that they be instructed to

examine the Journals of the last General Conference.

Carried.

Moved, that this committee shall consist of three mem-
bers. Carried.

The consideration of the report of the committee of the

whole was voted to lie over until to-morrow morning.

Adjourned at six o'clock.

May 7.

Papers of the
annual confer-
ences called for.

THUKSDAY, MAY 7.

The conference met at nine o'clock, agreeably to adjourn-

ment yesterday.

After reading the list, the bishop called for the papers,

if any, from eacli annual conference. Several papers were
presented and read.

Moved that these papei-s lie on the table. Carried.
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The conference then resumed the further consideration of

the report of the committee of the whole as made yester-

day.

N. Snethen moved, that the address of the bishop be re-

committed to a committee of the whole conference to recon-

sider the report of yesterday. This motion was withdrawn

by the mover.

E. Cooper moved, that a report of the committee of the

whole lie on tlie table to make room for a motion, or

motions, he had prepared to present to the conference.

Carried.

. E. Cooper then presented several resolutions, which were

voted to lie on the table.

Moved, that the report of the whole be considered para-

graph by paragraph. Carried.

Jesse Lee moved an amendment to the first paragraph

of the report. The amendment was lost.

Resumed the consideration of the above paragraph.

Adjourned at twelve o'clock.

Thursday Afternoon.

Met, agreeably to adjournment this morning, and resumed
the further consideration of the first paragraph of the report

of the committee of the whole. Lost.

Moved, that the remaining business lie on the table, to

make room for the immediate consideration of the above
paragraph.

E. Cooper moved, that this General Conference do con-

sider that the Genesee Annual Conference is a legally con-

stituted and organized conference. Carried.

Proceeded to consider the second paragraph of the com-
mittee. Carried. Voted that it be referred to a committee

of five.

The third paragraph of the report of the committee of the

whole was carried, and referred to a committee of eight.

The paragraph relating to the episcopacy was called up
and carried, and referred to a committee of eight. Moved,
that this committee be appointed by the conference.

Carried.

The paragraph respecting doctrines, discipline, and prac-

tice, was carried, and referred to a committee of eight.

The last paragraph was lost.

Proceeded to appoint, by ballot, the committee of eight

respecting the episcopacy. On counting tlie votes, it was
found that none had a majority ; consequently none were
elected. Then proceeded to ballot a second time, and on
counting the votes, ii was found that six were duly elected.

viz.
:

S. G. Roszeh G. Pickering, L. Blackman. L. Myers,
P. Bruce, N. Snethen.

Adjourned at forty minutes after six o'clock.

May 7.
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Maya
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Members of
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Members of
committee on
local preachers.

Members of
committee re-

specting ad-
ministration.

Resolutions re-

specting Bish-
opAsbury's ad-
dress. >

Kcsolutions re-

ferred to com-
mittee.

Motion to ap-
point a com-
initlec on tem-
poral concerns.

Motions that the
delegates of the
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be permitted to
speak, &c.

FRIDAY, MAY 8.

Met at nine o'clock, agreeably to adjournment yesterday.

After calling the list, Bishop Asbury addressed himself to

Bishop M'Kendree, or to the conference through him, in a

kind of historical account of the work in past years, the

present state, and what probably may be the future state

of the work on the continent. Bishop M'Kendree rose and
replied, expressive of his approbation. Then the Journal

was read.

On motion, proceeded to ballot for the remaining two of

the Committee on Episcopacy ; and on counting the votes, it

Avas found that N. Bangs and E. Cooper were duly elected.

It was then announced by the President of the conference,

that S. G. Roszel, G. Pickering, L. Blackman, L. Myers,

P. Bruce, N. Snethen, IST. Bangs, and E. Cooper, were the

Committee on Episcopacy.

Bishop Asbmy then reported the members of the com-
mittee to which was referred a division of the work in the

Western country; which were, J. Quinn, W. Houston, S.

Parker, J. Sale, and F. Stier.

Bishop Asbury likewise reported the members of the

committee to which was referred the state of the local

preachers ; which were, P. Bruce, L. Pierce, E. George, T.

Burch, J, Collins, D. Ostrander, Joshua Soule, and A.
Owen.

Bishop Asbury also reported the members of the com-
mittee to which was referred that part of the bishop's ad-

dress respecting the administration of doctrine, discipline,

and practice ; which were, T. L. Douglass, R. R. Roberts,

S. Dunwody, J. M'Claskey, F. Garrettson, J. Winch, W.
B. Lacy, and B. Lakin.

E. Cooper brought forward a resolution, that so much of

Bishop Asbury's verbal address as relates to his thoughts

of going to Europe on a visit be referred to a select com-
mittee, and to report thereon. Carried, and voted that a

committee of three be appointed

Moved, that so much of Bishop Asbury's verbal address

as relates to regulations, providing for the locating, or super-

numerar}^ or superannuated relation of a bishop, be referred

to a select committee to report thereon. Carried.

It was voted that both the foregoing resolutions be, and
they are hereby refeired to the committee already appointed

respecting the episcopacy.

Moved, that a committee on the temporal concerns of the

conference be appointed. Carried. Voted that a com-
mittee of three be appointed.

W. B. Lacy called up the motion laid on the table yes-

terday, viz. :

—

" I move that the delegates from the Genesee Confer-
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ence be permitted to speak to the memorial of certain

preachers of said conference. " W. B. Lacv.
" James Kelsey."

Moved, that the delegates from the Genesee Conference

have liberty to speak to the memorial prepared against the

conduct of that conference in the choice of their delegates.

Cairied.

Adjourned at twelve o'clock.

Friday Afternoox.

Met, agreeably to adjournment at noon. After calling

ihe list, W. B. Lacy rose and moved, that the delegates

from the Genesee Conference have liberty to make their

defence before a committee. The motion v.'as lost.

Then W. B. Lacy rose and spoke in behalf of himself

and others. After several speeches on the subject, it was

moved by Joseph Toy, that the delegates from the Gene-

see Annual Conference be furnished with a copy of the

memorial respecting them, and that tliis conference dismi.-^s

the subject. On motion, the question was divided, and

voted that the delegates shall have a copy of the ad-

dress.

Then there was a motion to amend the other part of the

motion by adding, " The conference shall grant the memo-
rialists lea^•e to Avithdraw their memorial and dismiss the

subject." Carried.

Jesse Lee moved that the members of the next General

Conference come by seniority, and that the supernumerary

and superannuated preachers shall not be included among
the senior preachers ; also, that one for every six membei-s

shall come to the next General, Conference, and in case

there are two or more preachei"s of equal standing, then the

first named shall have the preference. And in case any

one of the above preachers shall fail, by sickness or other-

wise, to attend the General Conference, then the next senior

preacher shall come in his place.

Postponed till Wednesday next.

P. Biuce moved, that the communication made by the

trustees of the Chartered Fund be referred to the committee

of the Book Concern. Cariied.

Resolved, That the fourth paragraph of the twentieth sec-

tipnof the form of Discipline, instead of reading, "Every local

preacher shall have his name enrolled on a class-paper,"

shall read, "Every local elder, deacon, or preacher, shall

have his name enrolled on a class-paper." Referred to the

committee of local preachers.

S. Sias moved, tliat this conference take into considera-

tion and adopt some form of licensing and trying exhorters.

Voted to lie on the table.

Richard Sneath, R. R. Roberts, and W. M. Kennedy,

May 8.
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are appointed a committee to manage the temporal aflfairs

of this conference.

Adjournment. Adjoumed at six o'clock.

May 9.

Address of
Bishop Asbury
to Bishop
M'Kendree.

Withdrawal of
resolution.

Motions re-

specting book
account.

Proposal to

print Hymn-
Book.

Committee of
review and re-
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ed.

Motion for re-
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deeds.
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chapter two,
section seven.

Motion with re-

gard to the sale

of spirituous or
malt liquors by
preachers.

Committee of
review and re-

visal.

Adjournment.

Motions for

amendment.

SATUEDAY, MAY 9.

Met, agreeably to adjournment yesterday. After calling

the hst, Bishop Asbury rose and addressed himself to Bishop

M'Kendree, on the subject of defining the bounds of the

annual conferences. Then the Journal was read.

E. Cooper withdrew the resolutions he laid on the table

on Thursday last.

N. Snethen moved, that the rule respecting the previous

question be adopted. Lost.

An address from E. R. Sabin, respecting his book ac-

count, Avas read and referred to tlie Book Committee. An-
other of a similar kind from Joseph Randle, wishing to be

exonerated from the balance due the Concern. Voted to

be delivered to the delegates of the South Carolina Con-

ference.

Another address from the firm of Patterson & Hopkins,

of Pittsburgh, was read, offering to print an edition of the

Hymn-Book on certain conditions. Referred to the Book
Committee.

N. Bangs moved, that there be a committee of review

and revisal appointed. Carried, and voted that there be a

committee of three appointed.

W. Houston moved, that the form of deeds for securing

om* meeting-houses, and the premises belonging thereto, be

revised and amended. Voted to lie on the table.

N. Bangs moved an amendment to chapter two, section

seven, of the form of Discipline. Voted to lie on the table.

Moved by James Axley, that no stationed or local

preacher shall retail spirituous or malt liquors without for-

feiting his ministerial character among us. Voted to he on

the table.

J. Wells, J. E. Glenn, and J. Collins, are appointed tlie

committee of review and revisal.

Adjourned at twelve o'clock.

Saturday Afternoon.

After calling the list, it was moved that the following

addition be made to the seventh paragraph of the twentieth

section of our Discipline, viz. :—" And if they, or a major-

ity of them, judge that the said preacher, deacon, or elder,

has been guilty of such a crime as requires his suspension

from all the privileges of our Church, tlie preacher shall

suspend him accordingly till the ensuing quarterlv confer-

ence." This motion Avas withdrawn by the mover, to make
room for the followiufj :—That at the latter end of the
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answer to the second question these words be added :
" And May 9.

privileges of the Chiirch, if, in their judgment, the nature

of the crime require it." Carried.

A motion was made and carried to adjourn at half-past Acyournment.

four o'clock.

MONDAr, MAY 11.

Met at nine o'clock, agreeably to adjournment. After

calling the list, the Journal was read.

A. Hunt asked and obtained leave of absence for a day
or two.

D. Asbury moved, that the address from S. Mathis, of

Camden, South Carolina, be referred to the committee of

review and revisal. Carried.

Moved, that W. Houston's motion of Saturday last be re-

ferred to the committee of review and revisal. Lost.

Then was moved, that it be referred to the committee on
doctrine, discipline, d:c. Lost. It then, of course, lies on

the table.

The committee to which was referred the state of the

local preachers reported in part as follows, viz. :

—

Resolved, That a local deacon shall be eligible to the

office of an elder after he has preached four years from the

time he was ordained deacon, and shall have obtained a

recommendation from the quarterly conference of which he
is a member, and be approved by the annual conference

;

provided such ordination shall take place only when the

quarterly and yearly conference judge the services of such

local elder are necessary.

Adjourned at twelve o'clock.

Monday Afternoon.

Met,- agreeably to adjournment, at noon. After calling

the hst, resumed the consideration of the report of the com-
mittee which was before the conference in the forenoon.

Adjourned at si.x o'clock.

May 11.
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Adjournment

TUESDAY, MAY 12.

Met at nine o'clock, agreeably to adjournment yesterday.

After calling the list the Journal was read.

Bishop M'Kendree called for the papers respecting con-

ference business. There was presented a petition from a

number of the members of the quarterly conference in New-
York, which was read and voted to lie on the table.

The committee appointed to take into consideration the

division of the work in the western country reported as fol-

lows, viz. :

—

1. That the Salt River, Kentucky, Miami, and Musking-
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Journal read.

Papers respect-

ing conference
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May 12. um Districts form the first conference, denominated the
Ohio Conference.

2. That Holston, Nashville, Cumberland, Wabash, and
Illinois -Districts form the second conference, denominated
the Tennessee Conference.

3. That the Mississippi District form the third confer-

ence, denominated the Mississippi Conference.

Called up the business Avhich was under consideration

when adjourned yesterdaj'.

,
The president asked if the conference thought he had

authority to give the secretary orders to change some
phrases in journalizing, provided there are no changes of

the sense. It was said that the rules of conference made
it his duty to examine and correct the Journal. Voted
that this may be done.

E. Smith asked and obtained leave of absence till to-

morrow morning.

Adjourned at twelve o'clock.

Tuesday Afternoon.

Met, agreeably to adjournment this forenoon. After

calling the list, the business under consideration in the fore-

noon was again called up. Voted to close the debate on
the subject. It was then agreed to divide the question

"f thus :
" As many of you as approve of ordaining local

preachers to the office of elders, rise up." On counting
the votes, it was found that there were 49 in favour and 35
against it.

Adjourned at si.Y o'clock.

Inquiry of presi-
1 lent respecting
)iis authority.

Answer.

.

Leave of ab-
sence granted.

Adjournment.
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previous busi-
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May 18.
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 13.

Met at nine o'clock, agreeably to adjournment yesterday.

After calling the list, the Journal was read.

There was a report from the committee to whom was
referred that part of Bishop M'Kendree's address which re-

lates to the episcopacy and superintend ency, and voted to

lie on the table.

A report from the Book Agent was read, and referred to

tlie Book Committee.

The resolve of the committee appointed on the state of

the local preachers was called up. E. Cooper moved, that

the part of the lesolve now under consideration, with the

other documents relative thereto, be recommitted. Car-

ried.

J. Lee then called up his motion, laid on the table on
Friday, and made the order of this day. Laid over by tlie

mover to make room for the consideration of the report of

the committee appointed to consider a division of the wok
in the western country.
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It was moved and carried, that tlie Western Conference

be divided.

N. Snethen moved, tliat the division of the Western Con-

ference, as recommended by the report of the committee

laid on the table yesterday, except the Mississippi District,

which is to remain attached to the Tennessee Conference,

be concurred in. Carried.

Voted, that that part of the work within the oversight

of the Baltimore Conference, lying northwest of the Rivers

Ohio and Alleghany, be ceded to the Ohio Conference.

Carried.

Daniel Webb asked and obtained leave of absence during

the remaining sitting of the conference.

Adjourned at twelve minutes past twelve o'clock.

Wednesday Afternoon.

Met, agreeably to adjournment. After calling the list,

proceeded to business.

Jesse Lee moved, that the following alteration be made
in the seventh paragraph of page 196 of our Discipline :

—

" Provided that the bishops shall have authority to appoint

another annual conference, in the interval of the General

Conference, down the Mississippi," and strike out the pres-

ent proviso. Carried.

Moved and carried, that this motion be reconsidered.

Jesse Lee then called up his former motion as the order

of the day.

It was then moved and carried, that the order of the day
lie over for the consideration of the other motion.

On motion of N. Bangs, the further consideration of this

motion was postponed until to-morrow morning.

Jesse Lee then called up his motion as the order of the

day, as laid over before.

S. G. Roszel moved for an indefinite postponement.

Adjourned at six o'clock.

THUKSDAY, MAT 14.

Met at nine o'clock, agreeably to adjournment yesterday.

Called the list, read the Journal, and proceeded to busi-

ness.

Bishop M'Kendree called for the paper relating to the

business of the conference. None was presented.

F. Garrettson, from the committee appointed to consider

so much of Bishop M'Kendrce's address as relates to the

administration of doctrine, discipline, and practice, pre-

sented a report, which was road, amended, and voted to be

filed among the conference papers.

Joshua Soule, from the committee appointed to take into

consideration so much of Bishop !M'Kendree's address as

May I.".

Division of tlio

Western Con.
Motion witli re-
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ponement.
Adjournment.

May 14

List called, and
Journal read.

Paper relating

to busine.s3 of
the conference
called (or.

Koport of F.
(iarrettson

villi rijrard to
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May 14.

Postponement
of unfinished
businese.

Motion to con-
cur in tlie re-

port of com.

Motion to con-
sifierparagrapli

by paragrapli

tiie report of
committee.
Adjonrnment.

Report on Local
Deacons, as
amended.

Motion concern-
ing rnlcs and
regulations for

the ordination

ofdeacons.

J. Lee's motion
called up.

Adjournment,

May 15.

relates to the local preachers, presented a report, which
was read.

On motion of N. Snethen the unfinished business of

yesterday was postponed to make room for the considera-

tion of the committee.

N. Snethen then moved, that we concur in the report of

the committee. Withdrawn by the mover.

E. Cooper moved, that the report of the committee be
considered paragraph by paragraph. The blank in the first

paragraph was filled up with "four" by fifty-nine votes.

Adjourned at twelve o'clock.

Thursday Afternoon.

Met, agreeably to adjournment at noon.

The amendment of the report of the committee was
called up. The report, with amendments, was earned,

paragraph by paragraph, and read as follows :

—

A local deacon shall be eligible to the office of an elder

under the following regulations and restrictions, viz. : He
shall have preached four years from the time he was or-

dained a deacon, and shall obtain a recommendation of two-

thirds from the quarterly conference of which he is a mem-
ber, signed by the president and countersigned by the sec-

retary, certifying his qualifications in doctrine, discipline,

talents, and usefulness, and the necessity of the official

services of such local elder in the circuit where he resides.

He shall, if he cannot be present, send to the annual con-

ference a note, certifying his belief in the doctrines and dis-

cipline of our Church. The whole being examined and ap-

proved by the annual conference, he shall be ordained :

Provided, that no slaveholder shall be eligible to the office

of a local elder, in any state or territory where the civil

laws will admit emancipation, and suffer the liberated slave

to enjoy his freedom. Voted collectively, and carried.

S. Gr. Roszel moved, that the rules and regulations for

the local deacons to be ordained in the house of God be

not in effect until approved by a majority of the members
of all the annual conferences. Lost.

Called up Jesse Lee's motion to alter the seventh para-

graph of the 196th page of the Discipline.

Adjourned at six o'clock.

FKIDAY, MAY 15.

Met at nine o'clock, agreeably to adjournment yester-

List called. day. After calling the list. Bishop Asbury rose and re-

Addresaes of quested leave of the conference to address Bishop M'Ken-

bury"^^ and dree in the presence of the conference. Leave was granted.
M'Kondree. Bishop Asbury then proceeded to address himself to

Bishop M'Kendree and the conference conjointly. Bishop
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M'Kendree then rose and addressed himself to Bishop As-

bury and the conference.

On reading the Joumal, a vote approving the whole re-

port of the committee on the local preacheis -was called for

and carried.

J. Wells, from the committee of revicAV and revisal, made
a report. On motion of N. Snethen the report was recom-

mitted.

J. Wells moved, that the committee of review and revisal

he increased to eight. Ordered to lie on the table.

Jesse Lee's motion, authorizing the bishops to form an-

other annual conference down the Mississippi, was called up
and carried, to read as follows: "Provided that the bishops

shall have authority, in the interval of the General Confer-

ence, to appoint another annual conference down the Mis-

.sissippi, if they find it to be necessary."

N. Snethen moved the following :
" Provided, second, that

no circuit or district shall be incorporated into such new
conferences without the consent of the conference to which

it belongs." Carried.

Tlie indefinite postponement of Jesse Lee's motion for the

members of the next General Conference was called up.

The motion to postpone indefinitely was withdrawn by the

mover.

Then the question was taken on the first paragraph :

" I move that the members of the next General Conference

come by seniority." Lost. The second paragraph :" That
one for ever)' six members shall come to the next General

Conference." Lost.

x\djoumed at twelve o'clock.

Friday Afternoon.

Met at three o'clock, agreeably to adjournment at noon.

After calling the list, proceeded to business.

D. Ostrander moved, that the committee on the adminis-

tration of doctrine, discipline, and practice, be instructed to

draft an address to the members of the Methodist Episco-

pal Church. Carried.

The motion laid on the table on Saturday, by N. Bangs,

requesting amendment of chapter two, section seven, of the

form of Discipline was called up, and lost.

A memorial from a number of the members of the quar-

terly conference in the city of New-York was read, and
taken up ; on Avhich J. Soule moved the following amend-
ment : that immediately after the words " quarterly confer-

ence," it be inserted, " when the parties concerned shall be
heard, and their evidence admitted." Lost.

Moved and carried, that the memorialists, members of

the quarterly conference in New-York, have leave to with-

draw their memorial.

May 15.
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Msy 15.

JJotiou concern-

icfr liquor call-

ed up.

Voted that tbe
motion lie on
the table.

E. Cooper's mo-
tion resumed.

Adjournment.

J. Axley's motion to prohibit tlie retailing and distilling of
liquor among the travelling and local preachers, left on tbe
table on Monday last, was called up.

On motion of E. Cooper, the motion was voted to lie on
the table to make room for a motion to adjourn, after six

o'clock, till to-morrow afternoon at three o'clock.

The conference lesumed the consideration of E. Coopei-'s

motion. Carried.

Adjourned at six o'clock until to-morrow afternoon at

three o'clock.

M.-.y 16. SATURDAY, MAY 16.

A letter pre-
sented from
W^m. Burke.

Liberty granted
'T. Sale to sub-
mit bis account
to tbe Book
Committee.
Motion 'with re-

gard to retail-

ing liquor call-

ed up.

Baltimore to be
tbe seat of the
next General
Conference.

Eeport of com-
mittee on epis-

copal affairs

eaUcd up.

Met at three o'clock, agreeably to adjournment yester-

daj'. After caUing the list the Journal was read.

Wm. Pattison then presented a letter from Wm. Burke,

requesting a reimbursement of the price of the carnage of

boohs sent to him prior to the last General Conference.

Moved and carried to refer this address to the Book Com-
mittee.

On a verbal address of J. Sale, liberty was granted him
to submit his account of a similar nature to the Book Com-
mittee.

Called up James Axley's motion against the retailing and
distilling of spirituous liquor among the local and travelling

preachers. Postponed imtil Wednesday next.

Jesse Lee's motion to decide where the next General

Conference shall be, was called up as the order of the day.

Then proceeded to ballot for the place of tlie next General

Conference, and on counting the votes, Baltimore had forty-

seven, and is the place for General Conference in the vear

1816.

On motion of E. Cooper, the report of the committee on
episcopal affairs was called up.

Adjourned at six o'clock.

May 18. MONDAY, MAY 18.

Address from
the executors
of the late Kev.
J. Wilson pre-
sented.

Motion to Errant

the prayer of
the executors.

Keport from
Book Com-
mittee.

Met at nine o'clock, agreeably to adjournment on Satur-

day. After calling the list the Journal was read.

T. F. Sargent presented an address from the executors

of the late Rev. John Wilson, praying that this General

Conference authorize the Book Agent to collect the debts

due to that estate from a number of the Methodist preachers.

T. F. Sargent moved, that the piayer of the executors

be granted. Carried.

E. Cooper, from the Book Committee, leported on the

different subjects attached thereto. And on motion of

Jesse Lee the report was ordered to He on the table.
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The report of the committee on episcopal affairs was
called up, as the unfinished business of Saturday.

On motion of N. Snethen the further consideration of

this report was postponed until to-moiTow morning.

The report of the committee on episcopal affairs was
called up, and, on motion, was ordered to lie on the table.

On motion of Joshua Soule the motion of L. Clark, re-

specting the choice of the presiding elders, was taken up.

Adjourned at twelve o'clock.

Monday Afternoon,

Met, agreeably to adjournment at noon. After caUing

the list, resumed the further consideration of L. Clark's

motion respecting the choice of presiding elders.

Adjourned at six o'clock.

May 18.

Eeport of com-
mittee on epi'<-

copal affairs

called up.
Postponement
of report.

Motion of .1.

Soule.

Adjournment.

List calliid.
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L. Clark's mo-
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-
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TUESDAY, MAY 19.

Met at nine o'clock, agreeably to adjournment yesterday.

After calling the hst, called for any papers respecting the

business of the conference.

N. Bangs presented an address from James Evans, re-

specting his music or tune-book, and offering it to the con-

ference on certain conditions. Voted to lie on the table.

E. Cooper read and presented a memorial from Benjamin
Tanner, of Philadelphia, wishing the concurrence and in-

fluence of the conference in a request that Bishop Asbury
should sit for his likeness, to have a portrait engraving, ac-

companying his letter to E. Cooper and E. Cooper's reso-

lutions, which were concurred in.

Resolved, by the General Conference, that Bishop Asbury
be, and is hereby requested to sit to a good painter, era-

ployed by Benjamin Tanner, for his picture to be taken, for

the purpose of engraving and publishing a portrait. Car-

ried.

Resolved, 2. That the book-agents are authorized to ne-

gotiate with Mr. Tanner for such quantities of the portraits

as may be expedient to take to supply the connexion.

Carried.

Resolved, 3. That the secretary write a letter, as soon as

may be, informing Mr. Tanner of the result, and let him
know when and where Bishop Asbury can sit, that a painter

may take the picture. Carried.

J. Wells, from the committee of review and revisal, made
the following report :

—

Resolved, 1. That the present deed of settlement be re-

tained in the Discipline, and at the end of the answer to the

fourth question, page 197, be inserted, " But each annual

conference is authorized to make such modification in the

deeds as they may find the different usages and customs of

May 1».
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May 19.

Eesolutlon 2,

Kesolutionscon-
ciirred in.

Motion for elect-

ing presiding
elders.

Amendment
moved.

Motion to lay on
the table the
business ofpre-

siding elders.

Motion that the
conference go
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mittee of the
whole.
Consideration of
amendment
called ft)r.

Motion on pre-
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Keport of com-
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Jteport

law require, in the different states or territories, so as to se-

cure the premises firmly by deed, and permanently to the

Methodist Episcopal Church, according to the true intent

and meaning of the following form of a deed of settlement

;

anything in the said form to the contrary notwithstand-

ing."

Resolved, 2. That the word "ground" be stricken out of

the general deed, and the word "land" inserted; and the

words, " and none others," be stricken out of all future edi-

tions.

On motion of D. Ostrander the resolutions of the com-

mittee were concurred in.

The unfinished business of yesterday, as contained in L.

Clark's motion respecting the choice of the presiding elders,

was called up.

N. Snethen moved the following amendment : Provided

always, that the bishops shall have the power to nominate

them, and if the first nomination is not ratified by a major-

ity of the annual conferences, the bishop shall proceed to

nominate until a choice is made ; and in all cases each nomi-

nation shall be determined separately by ballot, without

debate.

T. L. Douglass moved, that the busmess of the presiding

elders, being made elective, he on the table till we request

our superintendents to explain their opinion respecting it.

Lost—41 for it, 42 against it.

T. L. Douglass then moved, that the conference go into

a committee of the whole. This motion was withdrawn by

tlie mover.

The consideration of the amendment was then called up.

The vote being called for, on counting the votes it was lost

—39 in favour, and 43 against it.

Adjourned at twelve o'clock.

Tuesday Afternoon.

Met, agreeably to adjournment at noon. After calling

the list, resumed the business contained in L. Clark's motion,

respecting the choice of the presiding elders. Lost—42 for

it, and 45 against it.

The report of the committee on episcopal aflFairs was

called up and carried, to read as follows :

—

Your committee, to whom was referred so much of

Bishop M'Kendree's address to the conferences as relates

to the episcopacy, or the work of God, being sufficiently

within the views of the superintendency, together with two

resolves referred to them on the verbal address of Bishop

Asbury, beg leave to report that, as it respects the subject

to which our attention was called by Bishop M'Kendree's

address, we have given the subject our most serious reflec-

tions and deliberations ; and from our view of our present
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May 19.

Report on epis-

copal affairs.

plans of operation, we do not find our way clear to recom-
mend or propose any additions or alterations in the plan of

our general superintendency.

We beg leave further to report on the resolutions above
mentioned :

—

1

.

That it is our sincere request and desire that Bishop
Asbury would relinquish his thoughts of visiting Europe,
and confine his labours to the American connexion so long
as God preserves him a blessing to the Church.

2. As it respects the instituting of a rule to fix the relation

of our bishops other than that in which they now stand to the

Church of God, we do not see our way clear to recommend
such a measure : this much we would observe, that we con-

ceive it to be a case in which our bishops should exercise

their own discretion ; and, should circumstances make it

necessary for them to curtail their labours, it will be
for the succeeding General Conference to approve of the

same.

Seth Crowell asked and obtained leave of absence.

The report of the Book Committee was taken up, and Report^f Book

considered paragraph by paragraph. Committee
r or J s. or oonsidercd.

Leave of ab-

WEDNESDAY, MAY 20. May 20.

Met at nine o'clock, agreeably to adjournment yesterday. Keport continu-

After calling the list, proceeded to the further consideration

of the report of the Book Committee.

Moved and carried, that the further consideration of the

ninth paragraph of the report of the committee be post-

poned till we take into view Mr. Evans's address on the

subject.

Adjom-ned at twelve o'clock.

Wednesday Afteknoon.

Met, agreeably to adjournment at noon. After calling

the list, called up the report of the Book Committee, as

under consideration in the forenoon. J. Soule moved for

the postponement of this business to make room for J.

Axley's motion as the order of the day. Lost.

Finished the consideration of the report of the committee

and passed it, except the ninth paragraph, which is laid

over till the consideration of Mr. Evans's address is called

for.

Then called up the report of the committee to whom was
referred the memorial of the trustees of the Charter Fund,
which report was confirmed.

J. Axley's motion, on the retailing and distilling of spiritu-

ous liquors among the traveHing and local preachers, was
called up as the order of the day. Laid over till to-mor-

row morninar.

Motion to post-

pone the con-
.«ideration of
the ninth para-
graph.

Adjournment,

Report of the
Book Com-
mittee called

up.

Report of com-
mittee finished.

Report on Char-
ter Fund.

Motion concern-
ing the rctall-

iup. Ac, of liq-

uor called up.
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May 20.

Leave of ab-

sence grantedL

Motion for

ameurtment of

Discipline.

Kale.

Motion to pro-

cure a trunic

in which to de-

posit the Jour-
nal, &c.

Committee ap-
pointed to read
and examine
letters from dif-

ferent confer-

ences.

Motion that

$300 be ad-

vanced to pay
the expenses of

preachers.

Motion to annex
the district of
Lower Canada
to Genesee
Conference.
Memorial of
the members of
the New-York
Quarterly Con-
ference called

up.

N. Snethen asked and obtained leave of absence after

this evening.

On motion of S. G. Roszel, it was voted that the follow-

ing rule be added immediately after the tenth rule of

the ninth section of chapter first of our form of Dis-

ciphne :

—

Whenever a complaint is made against any member of

our Church for the non-payment of debt, when the accounts

are adjusted and the amount properly ascertained, the

preacher having the charge shall call the debtor before a

committee of at least three, to say why he does not make
payment ; and if further time is requested, the committee
shall determine whether it ought to be granted, and what
security, or if any, should be given, to secure the payment

;

and, in case the debtor should refuse to comply, he shall be

expelled, but in such case shall have the privilege of ap-

peahng to the quarterly meeting conference, who shall de-

'

cide on the case, and their decision shall be final. And in

case the creditor shall complain that justice is not done him,

he shall have the privilege of laying his grievance before

the quarterly meeting conference, who shall decide on the

case, and the decision shall be final ; and in case the

creditor refuse to comply, he shall be expelled.

On motion of Wm. M. Kennedy, the General Conference

directed the secretary to procure a convenient trunk in

which to deposit the Journal and other papers belonging to

the General Conference, and that the book-agents take

charge of the same : the trunk, and papers, and Journal

marked as belonging to the General Conference.

On motion of J. Boyd, a committee of three was ap-

pointed to read and examine some historical letters from
different annual conferences, on the rise and progress of

Methodism in the United States, and ^ make report to this

conference on the merits, and on some plan to perfect the

work begun. N. Bangs, T. L. Douglass, and L. Blackman,

were appointed members of the committee.

On motion of R. Sneath, it was voted that the Book Con-
cern advance $300 to meet the expenses of the preachers

who have stated their cases to the committee of temporal

concerns of this conference.

On motion of Bishop Asbury, it was voted that the dis-

trict of Lower Canada be annexed to the Genesee Confer-

ence.

The memorial of the members of the New-York Quar-
terly Meeting Conference was called up, on the considera-

tion of which S. G. Roszel moved, that the General Con-
ference authorize each annual conference to rabe, if they

think proper, a fund, as in their wisdom they shall see fit,

to be considered as a fund of rehef for the wives, mdows,
and children of travelling preachers, as also for the relief
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of the superannuated and supernumerary preacliers, and

affording supplies for missionary purposes. Carried.

James Smith asked and obtained leave of absence.

117

May 30.

list.

THUKSDAY, MAY 21.

Met, agreeably to adjournment yesterday. Called the

Car-E. Cooper moved to take up Mr. Evans's address,

ried.

On motion, it was voted that the memorialist have leave

to withdraw his memorial.

Wm. B. Lacy, from the committee of the administration

of doctrine, discipline, and practice, who was ordered to

draft an address to the members of the Methodist Episco-

pal Church, reported. Voted to lie on the table.

J. Axley's motion respecting the retailing and distilling of

spirituous liquors among the travelling and local preachers

was called up. Lost.

The committee on the business of local preachers reported

as follows :

—

Your committee, after considering the various bearings

of the resolutions to amend the fourth paragraph of the

twentieth section of the form of Discipline, do not appre-

hend that such amendment is necessary, but beg leave to

submit the following resolution as an amendment to said

paragraph :

—

Resolved, That every local elder, deacon, or preacher,

shall have his name recorded in the journals of the quar-

terly meeting conference of which he is a member.

Moved by S. Or. Roszel, that the report of the committee

be divided ; and the vote was taken on the first member of

the report and lost.

S. G. Roszel then moved, that the original motion to

amend the fourth paragraph of the twentieth section of the

form of Discipline be confirmed. The motion was lost.

The second member of the report, that every local elder,

deacon, and preacher, shall have his name recorded on the

journals of the quarterly meeting conference of which he is

a member, was carried.

E. Cooper moved, that the following amendments be made
in our form of Discipline, page forty-three, answer fourth

:

After the words " neglect thereof." read, "the quarterly

meeting conference, if they judge it proper, may deprive

him of his license." S. G. Roszel moved the following

amendment to E. Cooper's motion : In the place of the

word "license," insert " ministerial office." Carried. The
vote was then taken on the motion with the amendment,
and carried.

Adjourned at twelve o'clock.

May 21.
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Thursday Afternoon.

Amendment. Met at three o'clock, agreeably to adjournment. After

calling the list, the further consideration of the ninth para-

graph of the report of the Book Committee was called up
and it was confirmed. The whole report of the committee

was read and approved, as follows :

—

Report of Com- The committee to whom was referred the consideration

Concert
"'* ^^ the Book Concern, having had that subject under con-

sideration, beg leave to report :

—

1. That the subject of brother Elijah R. Sabin's letter,

relative to a difference between his account and that of the

book-agent, &c., properly belongs to the New-England
Conference to adjust and settle, where we recommend the

reference of the whole business.

2. Your committee have had the book-agent's report and
irregular statements, together with his explanations, under
consideration. But, as the agent has not settled up his

book, nor closed the various accounts, so as to ascertain the

precise state of the Concern, and at present he cannot at-

tend to it, and your committee have not time, if it were
within the province of their duty, to go through the ac-

counts, &c., (fee. ; therefore they cannot venture any opin-

ion upon the real amount that the Concern is worth. ITiey

have so far examined the aggregate statements and got in-

formation as to items, valuations, entries, <fec., from the

agent, as to be of the opinion that the Concern, in its real

value, will fall short of the amount stated. The agent is

also satisfied as to this, and that the error is owing to an
oversight in the valuation of some of the stock, and a mis-

take in some entries, <fec. The agent may be disposed to

explain on this head ; however, your committee are of opin-

ion that the Book Concern is in a state of prosperity.

3. The committee are of opinion that the book-agent

should not print any book or books on his own private ac-

count, nor follow any other temporal business than what
the interests and benefit of the Book Concern call for.

4. Your committee are of opinion that the present mode
of allowing a profit for selhng books at the discretion or

option of the agent occasions considerable perplexities in

calculating the various rates of per cent, on the different

books, particularly in the division of profits between the

presiding elders, preachers, (fee. ; besides, the present al-

lowances are so various, in proportion to the valuation of

the books, that it has a tendency to produce dissatisfaction

as well as perplexity. Therefore your committee recom-
mend, that there be a standing, uniform allowance to the

preachers of eighteen per cent, discount from the retail

prices in all books sold by them ; that is, out of every hun-

dred cents or dollar's worth sold, the seller to have eighteen
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and the Book Concern eighty-two, and so in proportion,

more or less ; one-third of which allowance, being six per

cent., to belong to the presiding elder for his trouble and

responsibility, and two-thirds, being twelve per cent., to be-

long to the preachers who sell the books.

5. Your committee are of opinion that it will be an ad-

vantage to the Concern if the agent be authorized to sell for

cash any of our books to booksellers at such discount as,

at his discretion, he may find to be proper and to the bene-

fit of the Concern, provided he shall not allow a greater

discount than is usual among booksellers ; and in case of

different orders for books that are scarce, or in high demand,

the preachers' orders shall have the preference.

6. Your committee recommend that the book-agent be

directed to resume the publication of the Methodist Maga-

zine, two volumes being published ; to commence publish-

ing the third volume, at furthest, by January next.

7. Your committee are of opinion that the agent should

be authorized to purchase the remaining volumes or sets of

Dr. Coke's Commentary on the Old Testament now on

band.

8. Your committee advise that the book-agent be directed

to bind a quantity of the first part of the Hymn-book, sepa-

rate from the second pai-t, to supply those who may wish

it separate.

9. Your committee recommend that everything be left

out of our Hymn-book that expresses or indicates that

Evans's note or tune-book is to be a standard for the Meth-

odist connexion.

10. Let the eighth advice to the third question, page

thirty, be removed, and added to the eighth paragraph of

page two hundred and ten.

11. Your committee recommend that there be two book-

agents appointed to conduct the business and manage the

Concern, the one to be editor, the other general book-

steward.

12. Your committee have had under consideration the sun-

dry propositions from the West, to carry on a branch of the

book-business there, in printing, binding, &c. ; but they do

not apprehend that it would be of sufficient advantage

to the Book Concern at present to render such a measure

expedient.

L. Blackman moved, that the Book Concern be removed

to and carried on in the city of Baltimore. Voted to he on

the table.

N. Bangs moved, that the book-steward and editor be

elected first. The question was put and carried.

S. G. Roszel moved the reconsideration of the eleventh

paragraph of the report of the committee on the Book Con-

cern, Carried, to read thus :
" There shall be two book-

Msf 21.

Beport on the
Book Concern.

Motion to elect

Book-Steward
and editor, first.

Motion for

amendment
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May 21.

Voted that the

salary be $600.

Motion to re-

move the Book
Concern to

Baltimore re-

sumed.
'J'hanks voted to

H. Boehm.

Motion to allow
T. Ware $100
for house rent.

Book-agents to

contract with
some one in

Philadelphia to

receive and
send off books,

&c.

agents, the one editor and general book-steward, and the

other assistant book-steward." The conference then pro-

ceeded to elect by ballot, when it appeared, on counting the

votes, that D. Hitt was elected editor and general book-

steward, and Thomas Ware assistant book-steward.

The conference then voted, that the salary of each be

$600 per year.

The motion to remove the Book Concern to Baltimore

was resumed. The question was put first, Shall it be re-

moved from New-York ? Lost.

L. Myers moved, that this conference express their grati-

tude to brother Henry Boehm, for his sei'vices to the con-

nexion in collecting and remitting money belonging there-

unto, and that they vote him some compensation as an ac-

knowledgment of their gratitude. Their thanks were voted,

but no compensation.

On motion it was voted, that Thomas Ware, the assistant

book-steward, be allowed $100 toward house rent.

It was moved and carried, that the book-agents be au-

thorized to contract with some person in Philadelphia to re-

ceive and send off the books that may have to pass through

that city, agreeably to his discretion.

Adjourned at six o'clock.

May 22. FKIDAY, MAY 22.

Committee ap-

pointed to as-

sist in seU'ctiug

those parts ot

the Journal to

be incorporated
in Discipline.

Keport of com-
mittee on his-

torical letters.

Keport of com-
niittee on mon-
eys received
and expended.

Heading of
•Journal dis-

])ensed with.

Motion to re-

consider the
election of as-

sistant book-
tteward.

Met, agreeably to adjournment yesterday. After calling

the hst, proceeded to business.

E. Cooper moved, that a committee be appointed to at-

tend with the book-agents in selecting those parts of the

Journal which are to be incorporated in the Discipline.

Carried. Moved that the committee consist of three, and
that they have authority to modify the language and cor-

rect the grammatical construction of the next edition of

the Discipline, but shall in no case alter the sense therein

contained. E. Cooper, N. Bangs, and L. Clark were ap-

pointed the committee for that purpose.

The committee appointed to read and examine some his-

torical letters on the rise and progress of Methodism in the

United States, presented and read a report thereon. A
concurrence voted.

The committee appointed to manage the temporal affairs

of this conference reported the amount of moneys placed in

their hands, and how it was distributed.

D. Ostrander moved, that the reading of the Journal in

the aggregate be dispensed with, Carried.

J. Early moved for the reconsideration of the election of

the assistant book-steward. Lost.

J. Sale's motion, to prevent our preachers and private

members from buying lottery tickets, or having anything to
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do in lotteries, was called up and postponed until May the

first, 1810.

C. Callaway moved an amendment to the answer of the

first question of the eighteenth section of our form of Disci-

pline : instead of its reading, " call as many ministers as he

shall think fit," let it read, " call as many travelling minis-

ters as he shall think fit." Carried.

S. Crowell's motion, on the manner of appointing and the

quahfication and duty of circuit-stewards, was called up and

carried, to read as follows :
" The assistant preacher shall

have the right of nominating, but the quarterly meeting

conference sliall have the liberty either to confirm or reject

such nomination." And that the word "steward" be left

out of the fourth answer to the first question of section

ninth.

D. Young called up his motion requesting the conference

to inquire into the nature and moral tendency of slavery,

(fee. Voted to he on the table.

"W. Ryland's motion, to strike out the last sentence in

section sixth, on dress, was read and indefinitely post-

poned.

Samuel Merwin intimated that there were some neces-

sitous preachers, whose cases had not been met by the dis-

tribution of the committee on temporal business. Voted,

that such necessitous preachers make known their cases to

the committee, so that they may be reported to conference

this afternoon.

Jesse Lee moved, that the tracts on doctrine be left out

of the future edition of our form of Discipline, and that the

following tracts be printed and bound in a separate volume,

viz. :
" Predestination Calmly Considered," " Scripture Doc-

trines on Election and Reprobation," " On Final Persever-

ance," " A Predestinarian and his Friend," " Christian Per-

fection," and " An Antinomian and his Friend." Carried.

Adjourned at twelve o'clock,

Friday Afternoon.

Met, agreeably to adjournment at noon.

The address to the members of the Methodist Episcopal

Church, which was presented and read on Thursday morn-

ing and ordered to lie on the table, was now called up and
passed with amendments. The further correction, printing,

and circulating thereof was referred to the committee ap-

pointed to assist the agents in correcting the next edition of

the Discipline.

The committee on temporal concerns stated the case of

some necessitous preachers, and moved that the conference

draw on the book-agent for 8200 more to meet their neces-

sities. Carried.

J. Early called up his motion, to make the following ad-

May 22.

Motion prohib-
iting business
in lotteries.

Amendment of

Discipline.

OfCircuit Stew-
ards.

Slavery.

Dress.

Necessitous
preachers.

Motion to leavi-

out tracts on
doctrine for the
future from the
form of Disci-

pline.

Address to the
members ofthe
M. E. Church
resumed.

Report of com-
mittee on tem-
poral concerns
relative to iw-
cessitoud casi •.
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May 22.

Treats at Elec-
tions.

Conference Ad-
journed to

meet in Balti-

more, May 1,

1816.

Motion recon-
sidered and
lost.

A
dition to the fourteenth section, twenty-third page of our

Discipline: "If a member of our Church be convicted of

giving treats at elections, directly or indirectly, he shall first

be reproved by the senior minister or preacher of his cir-

cuit, and if afterward he persist in such pernicious prac-

tices, he shall be expelled from the Church." Carried.

Moved and carried to adjourn till May 1, 1816, to meet
in Baltimore.

After it was moved and carried, this motion was called,

reconsidered, and lost ; but some counted and said tliere

was not a quorum present.

Francis Asbury,
Wm. M'Kendree.

I consider the reconsideration of Early's motion unofficial. j
Wm. M'Kendree. -^

D. HiTT, Secretary.
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GENERAL CONFERENCE, 1816.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 1. Ma.i.

A Journal of the proceedings of the delegated General General Confer-

Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the ^^y't'i^e'""
United States of America, met in the city of Baltimore, on
Wednesda)^ May 1, 1816, in which Wilham M'Kendree,
bishop, presided. The conference was opened by reading

a portion of the word of God, singing, and prayer. The
following delegates presented their certificates of election

from their respective conferences, and took their seats,

viz.:

—

Neio-York Conference—Freeborn Garrettson, William Now-TorkCon-

Phcebus, Nathan Bangs, Ebenezer Washburn, Eben Smith, ^'^*=* "**'*-

Nathan Emory, Elijah Woolsey, Samuel Draper, Samuel
Merwin, Peter P. Sandford, Henry Stead, Aaron Hunt,

William Anson, Laban Clark, Thomas Ware, Daniel

Ostrander.

Nexo-Enqland Conference—George Pickering, Joshua New-England

Soule. Elijah Hedding, Oliver Beale, Martin Ruter, Asa ^legX.'*
Kent, Philip Munger, Joseph A. Merrill, Solomon Sias,

Charles Virgin, Eleazer Wells, David Kilburn.

Genesee Conference—Isaac Puffer, George Gary, Abner Genesee Confer-

Chase, Henry Ryan, George Harmon, Daniel Barnes, Seth
^"''^ cegacs.

Mattison, Chandley Lambert, Charles Giles, William Case.

Ohio Conference—James Quinn, Charles HoUiday, Mar- Ohio Conference

cus Lindsey, Jacob Young, Samuel Parker, Isaac Quinn,
"delegates.

David Young, John Sale, Benjamin Lakin.

Tennessee Conference—Peter Cartwright, Samuel Sellers, Tennessee Con-

James Axley, Jesse Walker, Thomas L. Douglass, James ^^^ ^^^'^'

Smith.

South Carolina Conference—Lewis Myers, Daniel As-
^confer^n^e'""

bury, Joseph Tarpley, Wm. M. Kennedy, Thomas Mason, delegates.

Hilliard Judge, Samuel Dunwody, Anthony Senter, John
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Mayl.

Virginia Con-
ference dele-

gates.

Baltimore Con-
ference dele-

PhiladelpMa
Conference

D. Hitt Secre-
tary.

Resignation of
Hitt.

L. R. Peohtig
Secretary.

Kemains
Bishop
bury.

of
As-

Conimittee to

act in connex-
ion with a com-
mittee from the

city.

Letter to broth-
er Ai'nold.

B. Glenn, James Norton, Solomon Bryan, Henry Bass,

Reuben Tucker, Alexander Tally.

Virginia Conference—Philip Bruce, William Jean, Thos.

Burge, Edward Carman, Cannellum H. Hines, John C. Bal-

lew, Ethelbert Drake, Thomas Moore, Minton Thrift, Mat-
thew M. Dance.

Baltimore Conference.—Nelson Reed, Enoch George,

Joshua Wells, Henry Smith, Stephen G. Roszel, Alfred

Griffith, Andrew Hemphill, Thomas Burch, William Ry-
land, Asa Shinn, Jacob Gruber, Hamilton Jefferson, Chris-

topher Frye, Beverly Waugh.
Philadelphia Conference—Robert R. Roberts, George

Woolley, Lawrence M'Combs, Solomon Sharp, Joseph Tot-

ten, John Walker, Sylvester Hill, Stephen Martindale, Asa
Smith, Henry Boehm, John Emory, William Bishop, John
Sharpley.

N. B. These two last members of Philadelphia Confer-

ence were not present at the commencement of the session,

but came since.

On motion of brother D. Ostrander, brother Daniel Hitt

was elected to act as secretary to this conference. Broth-

ers Roszel and Ware Avere authorized to wait on brother

Hitt with this communication, who immediately returned

and made the following report, viz. :

—

That brother Hitt states he cannot serve as secretary in

consequence of other business, which necessarily demands
his attention.

Whereupon the conference proceeded to elect brother

Louis R. Fechtig as their secretary, who accordingly came
forward and took the secretary's chair.

An address from the male members of the Methodist

Episcopal Church in the city of Baltimore, to this confer-

ence, was presented by S. G. Roszel, praying permission to

remove the remains of Bishop Asbury from the place where
they now are deposited to this city.

A motion was made and seconded, that the prayer of the

petitioners be granted. Carried.

It was also moved, that J. W. Bond be appointed on the

part of the conference to superintend the removal of his re-

mains. Carried.

On motion of brother Roszel, the five following brethren,

viz., P. Bruce, N. Reed, F. Garrettson, L. Myers, and G.

Pickering, were appointed, on the part of the conference,

by the president, to act in concert with the committee of

the male members of the city of Baltimore, relative to the

removal and interment of the remains of Bishop Asbury.

Carried.

Moved and seconded, that a respectful letter be addressed

to brother George Arnold, on whose premises Bishop As-

bury's body is deposited, expressive of our thanks for his
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Bules for the

regulation of
Conference.

attention to our venerable fatlier during his illness, &c., MayL

and requesting his permission to have his remains removed.

Carried.

The conference adjoui-ned until Ihree o'clock P. M. A^ourmnent.

Wednesday Afternoon.

Three o'clock P. M. The conference met, according to Met

adjournment. Bishop M'Kendree in the chair.

On motion of brotlier Ostrander, the rules formed for the

regulation of the last General Conference were adopted,

leaving them open for future amendment.
Moved and seconded, that the conference be removed to

some place more convenient. Laid over until to-morrow

morning.

Brother D. Young notified the conference that he in-

tended to bring in a motion to-morrow to change the

hours to meet and adjourn the conference in the forenoon.

Moved by Samuel Merwin, that the third article of the Amendment of

rules of the General Conference of 1812 be expunged. '"'^''•

Carried.

Moved and seconded, that the second member of the six-

teenth article be expunged. Carried.

Conference then adjourned until nine o'clock to-mon'ow Adjournment,

morning.

THUESDAY, MAY 2.

Conference met, according to adjournment, at nine o'clock

A. M. Bishop M'Kendree in the chair.

Moved by Martin Ruter, that the conference determine

whether the motion of Samuel Merwin and another, made
on yesterday, viz. : "That the third article of the rules' of

the General Conference of 1812 be expunged," was legal

or not. Withdrawn by the mover.

William Bishop and John Sharpley, delegates from the

Philadelphia Conference, appeared, produced their certifi-

cates, and took their seats.

The president, in order, called on the delegates from the

different annual conferences, beginning with New-York, for

any petitions or addresses they might have to the General

Conference.

An address from certain local preachei-s in Georgia,

South Carolina Conference, praying for redress of certain

grievances, as conceived by them, was presented by the

president and read.

Moved by S. G. Roszel, that the said address lie on the

table. Carried.

An address from James Nolley, Virginia, was presented,

the reading was called for and commenced, when, on mo-
tion of John Emory, it was ordered to lie on the table.

May!

W. Bisliop and
Jobn Sharpley
took their seats.

Call for peti-

tions.

Address from
local preacher?.

Address from
James NoUey.
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May 3.

Hours of meet-
ing.

Beading ofBish-
op Asbury'8 ad-

dress.

Adjonrmuont

Appearance of
James Smith.

Bishop M'Ken-
dree's address
to conference.

The addresses of
Bishop Asbury
and M'Ken-
dree referred

to a committee.

Committee.

Bnles of confer-
ence.

David Young moved, according to notice yesterday,

that the hours of nine and twelve o'clock, as stated in the

rules for the sitting and adjournment of conference in the

morning, be stricken out, and the hours of eight and eleven

be inserted in lieu thereof. Withdrawn by the mover.

After an appropriate introduction by Bishop M'Kendree,
the address of our late venerable superintendent. Bishop

Francis Asbury, was presented and read in order, when an

adjournment was called for ; but the sitting was continued,

and the reading of the address finished.

The conference then adjourned to meet at three o'clock.

Thursday Afternoon.

BishopThe conference met, agreeably to adjournment.

M'Kendree in the chair.

James Smith, from the Baltimore Conference, appeared
and produced his certificate of election, and took his seat.

An address from Bishop M'Kendree to the General Con-
ference was presented by himself, and read in order by
T. L. Douglass.

S. G. Roszel moved, that the address of Bishop M'Ken-
dree be printed for the use of the members of conference.

Withdrawn by the mover.

A motion was made by Martin Ruter, that the address

of Bishop Asbury, together with the address of Bishop
M'Kendree, be referred to a committee, whose duty it shall

be to report to the conference the different subjects in them
proper to be committed to district committees. Carried.

Moved by S. G. Roszel, that the members composing
the committee be selected one from each annual confer-

ence. Carried.

The following persons were nominated and appointed,

viz. : Nathan Bangs, George Pickering, William Case, John
Sale, Thomas L. Douglass, Lewis Myers, Philip Bruce,

Nelson Reed, and Robert R. Roberts.

Moved by Milliard Judge, that the rules adopted to

govern the conference be printed, and each member of the

conference be furnished with one copy.

Moved by John Emory, that the motion of H. Judge lie

on the table in order to prepare the way for a motion he
wished to make, as necessary before the above motion was
acted on. Carried.

On motion of John Emory it was resolved, that the rules

of the last General Conference be referred to a committee,

to revise them and report to the conference to-morrow
morning. Canned.

Moved by James Smith, that the resolution of John
Emory be reconsidered. Carried.

The resolution passed on motion of John Emory, was re-

considered, acted on, and lost.
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the rules.

Moved by R. R. Roberts, that the rules of the last Gen- May 2.

eral Conference be read one by one and passed, with such ^^"'^* "'' '**'

amendments as the conference shall judge expedient. Car- read.

ried.

Bishop M'Kendree, being indisposed in body, called

brother Bruce to the chair and retired.

Thomas L. Douglass proceeded to read the rules of the

conference as determined by R. R. Roberts's motion.

Moved by L. Clark, that the word " appointed " in the Correction of

sixth article be struck out, and the word "nominated" in-

serted. Lost.

Moved by John Emory, that the seventeenth article be
amended by striking out the Avords "within the bar" and
inserting " within the conference room." Carried.

Moved by David Young, that the thirty-fourth article,

respecting the committee of the whole, be struck out.

Withdrawn by the mover.

Moved by Daniel Ostrander, that the whole section, re-

specting the committee of the whole, be expunged, except

the folloAving words :
" All questions in conference shall be

propounded in the order they were moved," (fee. ; and the

latter clause of the thirty-eighth article as it stands. After

considerable debate, it was moved by John Emory that

the previous question be now put. Carried.

The decision of the conference was then taken on Daniel

Ostrander's motion, and lost.

Moved by John Emory, that the note at the bottom of

the rules, respecting the previous question, be incorporated

as one of the rules of the conference.

Moved by D. Ostrander, that the motion be amended
by adding " a majority of two-thu'ds." Lost.

The question was then put on J. Emory's motion and
carried.

Moved by Hilliard Judge, that the rules be printed.

Carried.

Moved by R. R. Roberts, that one hundred and fifty

copies be printed. Lost.

Moved by Hilliard Judge, that one for each ridember and
one for the president be printed. Carried.

S. G. Roszel and H. Judge were directed by the confer-

ence to superintend the printing of them.

Conference adjourned until nine o'clock A. M. to-mor- Adjonmment,

row.

Rules printed.

FRIDAY, MAY 3. Maya

The conference met, according to adjournment. Bishop
M'Kendree in the chair.

The Journal of yesterday was read, corrected, and ap- Journal read

proved.
and corrected.

James Ridgway and Thomas Walker, from the Phila-
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Mays.
Kidgwiiy and
Walker pre-

sent certifi-

cates.

Eeport of com-
mittoo to

whom the ad-

dresses were
delivered.

delphia Conference, presented their certificates of election

as members of this confei-ence, and took their seats.

S. G. Roszel and HiUiard Judge delivered the rules of

conference, printed, according to instructions given them
3'eslerday.

The committee to whom the bishops' addresses were re-

ferred made the following report :

—

1st. Resolved, That a committee of nine members, one
from each annual conference, to be denominated the Com-
mittee on the State of the Episcopacy, be chosen hy ballot

:

and that those parts of the addresses to this conference re-

lating to the administration and present state of the episco-

pacy be referred to them to examine and report thereon.

2d. That five members, to be denominated the Committee
on the Book Concern, be chosen hj nomination, .whose duty
it shall be to examine into the state of the Concern and that

so much of the addresses as relate to the business be re-

ferred to them to examine and report thereon.

3d. That five members, to be denominated the Committee

of Ways and Means, be chosen by nomination to take into

consideration the necessary arrangements for the more
ample support of the ministry among us, to prevent loca-

tions, and the admission of improper persons into the tra-

velling connexion and that so much of the addresses as

relate to these subjects be referred to them to examine and
report thereon.

4th. That one member from each annual conference be
appointed by nomination, or otherwise, to be denominated
the Committee of Review and Revision, to whom all rules

and regulations enacted by the General Conference shall be
referred for their examination ; and if, after mature deliber-

ation, any such rules and regulations shall by them be
deemed unconstitutional or improper to be adopted, they

shall state the grounds of their objections to the General

Conference in writing, and in all such cases the General
Conference shall reconsider all rules and regulations thus

objected to ; and if, on reconsideration, the conference con-

firm their former decision by a majority of two-thirds, such

decision shall be final, and all rules and regulations so en-

acted shall be adopted as rules of discipline.—Chapter
three, section ten.

5th. That three members be appointed by nomination,

to be denominated the Committee of Safety, who shall take

into consideration that part of the address relating to the

duty of preachers, to inquire whether our doctrines have
been maintained, discipline faithfully and impartially en-

forced, and the stations and circuits duly attended.

6th. That five members be appointed, to be denominated

the Committee of the Temporal Economy, who shall examine

into the propriety of revising the first section of the tempo-
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ral economy of our Church, to set off one or more confer-

ences, to fix their probable bounds, &c. ; and that so much
of the addresses as relate to that business be referred to

them to examine and report.

7th. Tliat that part of the address which relates to dimin-

ishing the number of delegates from each annual confer-

ence be referred to the Committee on the State of the Epis-

copacy.

Moved by Martin Ruter, that the first resolution be con-

firmed. Carried.

Moved by Nathan Bangs, that the representatives of

each annual conference, on the first resolution, elect their

own member. Carried.

Whereupon the members from each conference, com-
mencing with New-York, proceeded to vote by ballot, and
in counting the votes, it appeared that the following per-

sons Avere elected, viz. : Daniel Ostrander, George Picker-

ing, George Harmon, David Young, Peter Cartwright,

Lewis Myers, Thomas Burge, Nelson Reed, and Lawrence
M'Combs.
The second resolution of the committee to whom the

bishops' addresses were referred was amended and confirmed

so as to read thus :

—

" That five members, to be denominated the Committee

on the Book Concern, be appointed, whose duty it shall be

to examine into the state of the Concern ; and that so much
of the addresses as relate to that business be referred to

them to examine and report thereon."

The third resolution was amended and confirmed so as

to read thus :

—

" That nine members be appointed, one from each annual

conference, to be denominated the Committee of Ways and
Meann, to take into consideration the necessary arrange-

ments for the more ample support of the ministry among
us, to prevent locations and the admission of improper per-

sons into the travelling connexion ; and that so much of the

addresses as relate to these subjects be referred to them to

examine and report thereon."

After some debating on the vote of concurrence of the

fourth resolution, it was moved by Nathan Bangs to lay it

on the table. Carried.

The fifth resolution reported by the committee, after

being considered and amended, reads thus :

—

" That three members be appointed, to be denominated
the Committee of Safety, who shall take into consideration

that part of the address relating to the duty of preachers,

to inquire whether our doctrines have been maintained, dis-

cipline faithfully and impartially enforced, and the stations

and circuits duly attended."

The conference adjourned until throe o'clock.

9

Mny 3.
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tion taken up.

Address from a
committee of
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of St. Peter's
Church.

Motion to ad-

journ.

Letter to the
vestry of St
Peters Church.

Adjouruinerrt.

Friday Afternoon.

Conference met at three o'clock P.M., according to ad-

journment. Bishop M'Kendree in the chair.

The president ordered the reading of the report of the

committee on the addresses of the bishops to be continued.

On motion of Daniel Ostrander, the sixth resolution was

confirmed.

On motion of Samuel Merwin, the seventh resolution was

confirmed.

Moved by Nathan Bangs, to take up the fourth resolu-

tion, which was laid on the table in the morning.

Moved by Elijah Hedding, that the fourth resolution be

postponed indefinitely.

Isaac Quinu called for the previous question. Shall the

main question now be put. Carried.

The main question was then put, and the motion for the

indefinite postponement of the resolution was lost.

A motion was made by John Emory to amend the reso-

lution by striking out the words " by a majority of two-

thirds."

A motion was made by Laban Clark to recommit the

resolution to the committee to revise and report thereon.

Withdrawn by the mover.

The motion of John Emory on amendment was taken up,

Toted, and carried.

Moved by Robert R. Roberts, that the fourth resolution

be adopted as amended.

John Emory moved, that the words " by nomination or

otherwise " be stricken out ; and that the words " improper

to be adopted " be struck out ; also that the words "incon-

sistent with existing rules" be inserted. Voted and carried.

Martin Ruter moved that the fourth resolution, with its

amendments, be adopted.

Moved by Asa Shinn, that the consideration of the reso-

lution be postponed until Monday morning next. Carried.

An address from a committee of the vestrymen of St.

Peter's Protestant Episcopal Church, in this city, request-

ing us to occupy their church on certain hours during the

sitting of this conference, was presented and read.

Joshua Soule moved, that the address lie on the table

until to-morrow morning. Lost.

A motion was made by Beverly Waugh to adjourn.

Lost.

A motion was made by John Emory, that a respectful

letter be addressed, by the secretary and Stephen G. Ros-

zel, to the committee of the vestry of St. Peter's Church,

informing them that it is not convenient to grant their re-

quest under existing circumstances. Carried.

Conference then adjourned until nine o'clock to-moiTovr.
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SATUKDAY, MAY 4.

The conference met, according to adjournment. Bishop

M'Kendree in the chair.

The Journal of yesterday was read, corrected, and ap-

proved.

The answer to the address of the vestrymen of St. Peter's

Church was read and approved.

In conformity to the second resolution in the report of

the committee, Martin Ruter, Alfred Griffith, James Quinn,

William M. Kennedy, and Charles Giles, were appointed a

committee on the Book Concern.

In conformity to the third resolution in the report of the

committee, (fee, Nathan Bangs, Asa Kent, William Case,

John Sale, James Axley, Hilliard Judge, Ethelbert Drake,

Thomas Burch, and R. R. Roberts, were appointed a com-
mittee of ways and means.

In conformity to the fifth resolution in the report of the

committee, tfec, Joshua Soule, Enocli George, and Samuel
Parker, were appointed a committee of safety.

In conformity to the sixth resolution in the report of the

committee, (fee, Thomas L. Douglass, Elijah Hedding, Isaac

Qumn, Henry Boehm, and Joseph Tarpley, were appointed

a committee of temporal economy.
The report of the Committee of the Chartered Fund was

presented and read, requesting that the vacancy occasioned

by the death of Hugh Smith be filled up with tho first

nomination in the certificate of the trustees. Carried.

Moved by Hilliard Judge, that a committee of three

members be appointed, to whom the report of the trustees

of the Chartered Fund be referred to examine and report

thereon. Carried. William Phoebus, Asa Shinn, and
Edward Carman, were appointed for that purpose.

Moved by Martin Ruter, that a committee be appointed

to receive information relative to the travelling expenses of

delegates to and from this conference, to devise means for

meeting them, and report to the conference thereon, either

by resolution or otherwise.

Moved, that the motion of Martin Ruter lie on the table.

Lost. The vote was then taken on the motion and carried,

nine to seventy-five, and three were proposed. The num-
ber (three) was confirmed, and Oliver Beale, Samuel Sellers,

and Henry Ryan, were appointed.

Moved by Nathan Bangs, that the following rule be in-

corporated in the form of Discipline, chapter one, section

five :

—

Whenever the quarterly conference shall elect a person

to be licensed as a local preacher, and the presiding elder

has objections against granting a license to the person so

elected, it shall be his duty to state to the quarterly confer-
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ence the reason of his objections. In all such cases the

decision shall be laid over until the next quarterly meeting,

and if a majority of two-thirds shall then vote in favour of

such person, the presiding elder shall grant the license as

the Discipline directs.

Moved by Hilliard Judge, that the above lie on the

table. Carried.

Moved to adjourn until Monday morning nine o'clock.

Carried.

MONDAY, MAY 6.

Conference met at nine o'clock, a&cording to adjourn-

ment. Bishop M'Kendree in the chair.

The Journal of yesterday was read, corrected, and ap-

proved.

The committee appointed to act on the part of this con-

BisiiopAsbury fercnce, in conjunction with the committee of the male
leport. members of society in the city of Baltimore, in making the

necessarj' arrangements for the removal of the remains of

Bishop Asbury, to be interred in this cit}'-, made a report.

After a number of motions made to amend, and some desul-

tory debate, the report was admitted and filed, as amended.

The fourth resolution, contained in the report of the com-
mittee to whom the bishops' addresses were referred, was
taken up, and a motion was made to amend it by striking

out the words " unconstitutional or."

Conference adjourned until three o'clock.

Monday Afternoon.

Conference met, according to adjournment. Bishop

M'Kendree in the chair.

The motion to amend the fourth resolution reported, (fee,

was taken up, voted, and lost.

A motion was then made by Martin Ruter, that the

motion be postponed indefinitely. Carried.

On motion by Isaac Quinn, it was resolved, by the dele-

gates of the annual conferences in General Conference assem-

bled, that the words "every local preacher shall have his name
inserted," in the fifth answer on the seventy-sixth page of

the Discipline, beginning in the fifth line of that answer, be

struck out, with the period or full stop preceding, and that

the word " also " be inserted in the place of those words,

and a comma inserted in place of the period ; and that the

words " without sufficient reason " be inserted after the

words " neglect thereof," in the same answer. Ordered to

lie on the table.

A motion was made by Nathan Bangs, that a committee

be appointed to take into consideration that part of the

Discipline which relates to local preachers, and any other

subject which relates to them, and which the conference

Alteration

Discipline.



Journal of General Conference, 1816. IS3

Proposed
anieiidinent of

Discipline.

may refer to them. Voted and carried. The number nine May c.

was proposed and carried.

On motion by Hilliard Judge, it wa.s resolved, by the dele-

gates of the annual conferences in General Conference as-

sembled, that our Discipline be amended, chapter first,

section twentieth, article fifth, as follows :

—

" When any local elder, deacon, or preacher shall remove

from one circuit to another, he shall have a certificate from

the quarterly meeting conference of which he is a member,

signed by the president and countersigned by the secretary,

\n the following words : A. B. has been an acceptable

elder, deacon, or preacher, as the case may be, of such a

circuit." Ordered to lie on the tabl*

On motion of Daniel Ostrander, it was resolved, by the

delegates of the annual conferences in General Conference

assembled, that our Discipline be amended in section ninth,

page forty-ninth, answer thirteenth, by inserting, after the

word " obtaining," the following clause :
" A recommenda-

tion from the society of which he is a member, being ap-

proved by the quarterly meeting conference of this circuit,

and receiving a license from the presiding elder or him-

self."

Moved, that the above motion be ordered to lie on the

table. Lost.

Conference adjourned until to-mon-ow morning, nme Adjournment.

o'clock.

TUESDAY, MAY 7.
MayT.

Conference met at nine o'clock, according to adjourn-

ment. Bishop M'Kendree in the chair.

The Journal of yesterday was read, corrected, and ap-

proved.

The motion made by Daniel Ostrander on yestei-day was ^^'^^"^^^^^^

called up. .

ai'en »P-

Laban Clark moved, that Daniel Ostrander's motion lie

on the table in order to make way for another motion.

Carried.

The motion made by Nathan Bangs on Saturday was

called up.

John Emory moved, that N. Bangs's motion lie on the

table, in order to prepare the way for another motion.

Carried.

On motion of John Emory, it was resolved, by the dele-

gates of the annual conferences in General Conference as-

sembled, that the words on tlie seventy-fourth page of the

Discipline be struck out and the following inserted, section

twentieth, "Of the Local Elders:"

—

" Question 1st. What directions shall be given concerning

local preachers ?

" Ans. Before any person shall be licensed to preach as a

Alteration
Discipline.
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local preacher among us, be shall bring a recommendation
from the society to which he belongs, and be personally ex-

amined before the quarterly meeting conference of the cir-

cuit by the presiding elder, or, in his absence, by the

preacher having the charge, touching his acquaintance with
the doctrines and disciphne of our Church, to which he
shall declare his assent, together with his gifts and grace

for preaching, and the probability of his general accept-

ableness and usefulness as a preacher; and. if approved of

by the quarterly meeting conference in these respects, he
shall then receive a hcense, signed by the presiding elder

in behalf of the quarterly meeting conference, or, in his

absence, by the preacher having the charge, in the follow-

ing words, viz. : N. M., (fee, which license it shall be the

duty of such local preacher to have annually renewed."

S. G. Roszel moved, that John Emory's motion be re-

ferred to the Committee on the State of the Local Preach-

ers. Carried.

Hilliard Judge moved, that the motion made by Nathan
Bangs, now lying on the table, be taken up and referred

to the Committee on the State of the Local Preachers.

Carried.

H. Judge moved, according to previous notice given on
yesterday, that the fortieth article, relative to the previous

question, be expunged entirely from the rules of the confer-

ence.

Nathan Bangs called for the previous question. The
president was of opinion it was not in order, on prudential

grounds, to put the previous question on a motion which
goes to consider the propriety of the previous question it-

self.

The vote was then taken on H. Judge's motion and lost.

Bishop M'Kendree retired, and called Nelson Reed to the

chair.

John Emory moved, that the thirteenth answer on the

forty-ninth page of the last edition of the Discipline be
struck out.

The following members were appointed to act as the

Committee on the State of the Local Preachers, viz. : Philip

Bruce, Nathan Bangs, John Emory, Joshua Soule, George
Harmon, Samuel Parker, Thomas L. Douglass, Joseph
Tarpley, S. G. Roszel.

Conference adjourned until three o'clock P. M.

Tuesday Afternoon.

Conference met, agreeably to adjournment. Bishop

M'Kendree in the chair.

Eeport of the The report of the Committee on the State of the Episco-
Committee on ^ n ,

'

the State of the pacy was called up.
Episcopacy. Martin Ruter moved, that the first member of the re-

Nelson Reed
called to the
chair.

Committee on
local preachers.

Adjournment.
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port on the state of the episcopacy, approving of their ad-

ministration, be accepted and approved. Carried.

Joshua Soule moved, that the conference accept the first

resolution of the report of the committee.

Wm. Phoebus moved to amend the resolution so as to

make it thus :

—

Resolved, That it is expedient, and this conference will,

in their present session, elect two additional bishops, and

request our present superintendent to consecrate and set

them apart for that office. Carried.

Lawrence M'Combs moved to amend the resolution by
in.serting- the number " three " instead of " two."

Nathan Bangs moved, that the further consideration of

the report of the Committee on the Episcopacy lie on the

table until to-morrow morning. Canied.

Samuel Merwin moved the following amendment to tlie

rule in our Discipline in relation to the appointment of pre-

siding elders. (See fifth section.)

" 1st Question. How shall the presiding elders be chosen

and appointed ?

"Answer. At an early period in each annual conference

the bishop shall nominate a person for each district that is

to be supi^lied, and the conference shall, without debate,

proceed in the choice, the person nominated being absent;

and if the person nominated be not chosen according to

nomination, the bishop shall nominate two others, one of

whom it shall be the duty of conference to choose.

" 2d Question. By whom shall the preachers be appointed

to their stations ?

" Answer. By the bishop, with the advice and counsel of

the presiding elders."

Ordered to lie on the table.

Hilliard Judge moved for the reading of the report of the

Committee on Temporal Economy. Carried.

Daniel Ostrander moved, that the conference take up the

report, member by member. Carried.

After several motions to amend, and considerable time

spent in debate, conference adjourned until nine o'clock to-

morrow morning.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 8.

Conference met at nine o'clock, according to adjourn-

ment. Bishop M'Kendree in the chair.

The Journal of yesterday was read, corrected, and ap-

proved.

An address from E. R. Sabin was presented and referred

to the Committee of the Book Concern.

An address from a number of local preachers in New-
England Conference was piesented, read, and referred to

the Committee on the State of the Local Preachers.
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A motion was made that the letter or address from

James Nolly be taken up, and referred to the Committee on

the State of the Local Preachers. Carried.

A motion was made that the address from a number of

local preachers,in the South Carolina Conference be taken

up, and referred to the Committee on the State of the Local

Preachers.

The Committee of Ways and Means presented their re-

port, which was read and ordered to lie on the table.

The report of the Committee on the Temporal Economy
was taken up and recommitted.

The report of the Committee on the State of the Episco-

pacy was called up, and the second member was taken

under consideration, which reads thus :

—

Resolved, That it is expedient, and this conference will,

in their present session, elect two additional bishops, and

request om- present superintendent to consecrate and set

them apart for that office.

Daniel Ostrander moved, that the report of the Com-
mittee on the State of the Episcopacy lie on the table xintil

other business shall be determined, by which we shall know
what power the episcopacy shall possess. Voted and lost.

Thomas Ware moved to amend the report by inserting

"one " instead of " two." Withdrawn.

Conference adjourned untiKthree o'clock P. M.

Wednesday Afternoon.

Conference met, according to adjournment.

The report of the Committee on the State of the Episco-

pacy was called up, and taken under consideration.

L. M'Combs withdrew his motion to amend the report,

HilUard Judge moved, that the report be amended by
inserting the word "three" instead of "two."
Thomas Ware withdrew his motion to amend the report.

The motion made by Milliard Judge was voted and lost.

The vote of concurrence was taken on the second mem-
ber of the report, as amended, and carried.

The vote of concurrence was taken on the third member
of the report and carried.

The report was then confirmed as amended, which reads

as follows :

—

" The Committee on the State of the Episcopacy, having

had the subject referred them under their serious con-
pacy, lis adopt- sideration, and having i-ead and examined those parts of the

addresses of Bishops Asbury and M'Kendree which relate

to the state of the episcopacy, beg leave to report, that

they are happy to say, so far as it relates to the official

duties of our superintendents, they have been discharged,

as far as we have been able to learn, with a perseverance

and diligence which, considering their difficulties and fre-
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quent weakness of body, deserve not only our approbation,

but our sincere thanks to God and them. There is not

anything which has appeared to your committee that at all

deserves censure ; but they are of opinion that the govern-

ment of our Church, so far as depended on the superin-

tendents, has been administered with as much firmness ;ind

impartiality as could be reasonably expected.
" Further, it is the opinion of your committee that the

state of the superintendency, in consequence of the ever-to-

be-Iamented death of our venerable father. Bishop Asbury,

and the impaired state of health of Bishop M'Kendree, and
the increasing extent of the work, is such as to require im-

mediate and adequate strengthening, which, in the opinion

of your committee, will be best done by adopting the fol-

lowing resolution :

—

''Resolved, That it is expedient, and this conference will,

in their present session, elect two additional bishops, and

I'equest our present superintendent to consecrate and set

them apart for that office.

" With respect to diminishing the number of delegates

for the next General Conference,

"Resolved, That the next General Conference shall be

composed of one member for every seven, instead of one

for every six of each annual conference."

The motion of Samuel Merwin, laid on the table yester-

day, was called up.

A division of the motion was called for. Carried.

The first part of the motion was then taken under con-

sideration.

S. G. Roszel moved, from certain delicacies connected

with the motion, that the conference resolve itself into a

committee of the whole. Carried.

Bishop M'Kendree called Freeborn Garrettson to the

chair, and retired from it.

After some investigation, Samuel Merwin moved that the

committee rise, report progress, and have leave to sit again.

Carried.

Bishop M'Kendree took the chau'.

Conference adjoiu'ned until nine o'clock A. M. to-raorrow.

May 8.
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THUKSDAY, MAY 9. May 3.

Conference met at nine o'clock, according to adjourn-

ment. Bishop M'Kendree in the chair.

The Journal of yesterday was read, corrected, and ap-

proved.

R. R. Roberts. Samuel Draper, and George Harmon Committee t«

.
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May 9.

Sealed letter.

Sealed letters.

Cfu^e of Joseph
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ference.

Adjoununeut

Case of Joseph
S.^mson.

A letter from the bounds of the Philadelphia Conference

was presented unopened.

Daniel Ostrander moved, that all sealed letters sent to

this conference be submitted to the president, to be dis-

posed of at discretion, to be read or not. Lost.

It was then moved, that the letter from the bounds of the

Philadelphia Conference be opened and read. Carried.

The letter was then opened and read, and it was found

to be an appeal, by Joseph Samson, from a decision of the

Philadelphia Annual Conference, by which he had been ex-

pelled for denying the divinity of Jesus Christ.

Moved by John Emory, that the subject of the letter be

taken up immediately. Carried.

Joseph Samson was then called into conference. The
Journal of the Philadelphia Conference was then read.

Joseph Samson admitted the correctness of the Journal,

which was read in his presence. He made some state-

ments and then retired.

The legality and constitutionality of the proceedings of

the Philadelphia Conference were called in question ; and on

this ground brother Bangs moved, that the case be referred

back to the Philadelphia Conference for reconsideration.

After considerable debate, the previous question was

called for by a large majority, which was taken on the

motion to refer, and lost.

It was then moved, that we concur in the decision of the

Philadelphia Conference.

Moved by Asa Shinn, that the case of Joseph Samson
lie on the table. Lost.

Conference adjourned until three o'clock P. M.

On the presiding

eldership.

Conference re-

solved into a
committee of
tl'.e whole.

P. Bruce called

to the chair.

The committee
of the whole

Thursday Afternoon.

BishopConference met, according to adjournment.

M'Kendree in the chair.

The case of Joseph Samson was resumed, and the motion

for concurrence taken up, and after some further discussion

the decision was confirmed.

The report of the Committee on the Temporal Economy
was presented, read, and ordered to lie on the table.

The report of the committee appointed to receive infor-

mation relative to travelling expenses, &c., was presented,

read, and ordered to lie on the table.

The motion of Samuel Merwin was called up and made
the order of the day.

The conference i-esolved itself into a committee of the

whole. Bishop M'Kendree called Philip Bruce to the chair.

The committee of the whole rose. Bishop M'Kendree
resumed the chair, and the chairman reported progress,

and begged leave to sit again.

Hilhard Judge moved, that his motion relative to the
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local preachers be taken up and referred to tlie committee

on tlie situation of the local preachers. Carried.

Brother Roszel announced to the conference that the re-

mains of Bishop Asbury had arrived, and were at the house

of Wm. Hawkins; whereupon the conference resolved to

adjourn until three o'clock P. M. to-morrow, in order to at-

tend the funeral in the forenoon.

Conference adjourned until three o'clock P. M. to-morrow.

May 9.

Local preachers.

Arrival of Bish-
op Asbury"»
remains.

Adjournmeat.

FRIDAY, MAY 10.

Conference met, according to adjournment. Bi.shop

M'Kendree in the chair.

The Journal of yesterday was read, corrected, and ap-

proved.

The motion made by Samuel Merwin was called up and

made the order of the day.

Moved by Daniel Ostrander, that the conference resolve

itself into a committee of the whole upon the motion before

us. Carried.

Bishop M'Kendree called George Pickering to the chair.

After considerable debate, the committee rose, reported

progress, and begged leave to sit again.

Bishop M'Kendree resumed the chair.

Conference adjourned until to-morrow morning at nine

o'clock.

SATURDAY, MAY 11.

Conference met at nine o'clock, according to adjourn-

ment. Bishop M'Kendree in the chair.

The Journal of conference was read, corrected, and ap-

proved.

Daniel Hitt, a delegate from the Baltimore Annual Con-
ference, presented his certi6cate of election as a member of

this conference, and took his seat.

A memorial from some members in the Staunton Circuit,

Va., was presented, read, and referi'ed to a select com-
mittee on the subject of slavery. The number nine was
proposed and carried.

Moved by George Pickering, that the unfinished busi-

ness of the last General Conference, so far as it relates to

slavery, be i-eferred to the select committee on that subject.

The Committee of Safety presented their report, which
was read and ordered to lie on the table.

The Committee on the Book Concern presented their re-

port, which was read and ordered to lie on the table.

John Emory moved, that the book-agent be requested to

.ittend the conference on Monday morning and inform us

of the state of the Concern, or when he can be ready to

give us his statement respecting it. Carried.
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May 11.
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Adjournment

Merwin's mo-
tion lost in

Oommittce.

Committee rose.

The motion of Samuel Merwin was called up and made
the order of the day.

On motion, the conference resolved itself into a committee

of the whole on brother Merwin's motion.

Bishop M'Kendree called Philip Bruce to the chair.

In committee of the w^hole the subject was taken up and

an amendment was proposed by Nathan Bangs, and ad-

mitted by the original mover, by which the motion under

considei-ation reads thus :

—

" Quest. How are the presiding elders chosen and ap-

pointed '?

"Ans. The bishop, at an early period of the annual con-

ference, shall nominate an elder for each district, and the

conference shall, without debate, either confirm or reject

such nomination. If the person or persons so nominated

be not elected by the conference, the bishop shall nominate

two others for each of the vacant districts, one of whom
shall be chosen. And the presiding elder so elected and

appointed shall remain in office four years, unless dismissed

by the mutual consent of the bishop and conference, or

elected to some other office by the General Conference.

But no presiding elder shall be removed from office during

the term of four years without his consent, unless the rea-

sons for such removal be stated to him in presence of the

confei-ence, which shall decide, without debate, on his

case."

After considerable debate the committee rose, reported

progress, and begged leave to sit again.

Bishop M'Kendree resumed the chair.

Conference adjourned until three o'clock P. M.

Saturday Afternook.

BishopConference met, according to adjournment.

M'Kendree in the chair.

On motion, the conference resolved itself into a com-
mittee of the whole on the motion made by Samuel Mer-
win, and after considerable debate the vote was taken and
it was lost—forty-two in favour, and sixty against it.

The committee then rose.

Philip Bruce, chairman of the committee of the whole

on the business of appointing presiding elders, &c., reported

that the vote had been taken and lost, forty-two in favour

and sixty against the motion.

John Emory moved, that the amcndnKiit admitted by
the original mover be struck out after ilie words " one of

whom shall be chosen." Lost.

The motion was then taken as amended, and, after a

short debate, a call for adjournment was made.
Conference adjourned until Mond ly morning nine o'clock.
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MONDAY, MAY 13.

Conference met, according to adjournment. Bishop

M'Kendree in the chair.

The Journal of yesterday was read, corrected, and ap-

proved.

The report of the committee of the whole, on the subject

of appointing presiding elders, <fec., Avas taken up, and after

several had spoken in debate the vote was called for, and
a motion was made to have a division of the question.

The president pronounced the motion to divide to be out

of order. Brother Ostrander appealed to the conference.

The vote was taken, and the opinion of the chair confirmed,

tifty-one to forty-eight. The vote was then taken on the

first part of tlie main question and lost—thirty-eight in

favour of the motion and si.\ty-three against it.

The second part of the motion was then taken up, and
after some desultory remarks adjournment was called for.

Conference adjourned until three o'clock P. M.

Monday Aiternoon.

Conference met, according to adjournment.

The second part of S. Merwin's motion was called up,

and a motion was made by H. Judge that it be amended
by striking out the Avords " and counsel." Lost.

The vote was then taken on the second part of the mo-
tion, and it was lost.

Daniel Hitt, the book-agent, according to a determina-

tion on Saturday, stated to the conference that he was not

prepared to give an estimate of the amount of stock on
hand, but would do it as soon as he could get the accounts

balanced.

The business of the election of two additional bishops

was taken up, and a motion was made that it be made the

order of the day for to-morrow, three o'clock P. M.
Wm. Phoebus, Charles Virgin, Abner Chase, Charles

Holliday, Samuel Sellers, Daniel Asbury, Cannellum H.
Hines, Beverly Waugh, and Henry Boehm, were appointed

a committee to examine into the subject of slavery and
report.

The report of the Committee of Ways and Means Avas

called up and taken under consideration, item by item.

The first resolution passed. The second resolution passed

amended. The third resolution was taken up.

Thomas Burch moved to amend the third resolution by
inserting the sum of §150 instead of $100. Lost.

Conference adjourned until to-morrow morning, nine

o'clock.

May 18.
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May 14. TUESDAY, MAY 14.

Means consid-
t-red.

Conference met, according to adjournment. Bishop

M'Kendree in the chair.

The Joui'nal of yesterday was read, corrected, and ap-

proved.
Report of the The report of the Committee of Ways and Means was

Ways and called up, and the third resolution was taken under con-

sideration.

Samuel Merwin moved, that it He on the table. Lost.

A. Shinn moved that the resolution be amended by strik-

ing out the words "and their wives and widows SlOO."

Lost.

The previous question was then called for by a large

majority, which was taken on the main question and carried

in the affirmative.

The third resolution was thereupon adopted.

The fourth resolution of the report of the committee was
then taken under consideration.

S. G. Roszel moved, that the words " the expenses of

victualing" the family or families be struck out, and "the
necessary family expenses " be inserted. Carried.

S. G. Roszel moved, that the fourth resolution be recom-

mitted, to be so modified as to meet general views. Lost.

Daniel Ostrauder moved to amend the resolution by add-

ing the following clause :

—

" But no preacher shall have any claim on the moneys
distributed at the annual conference for any deficiency on

account of family expenses." Carried.

Conference adjourned until three o'clock P. M.

Tuesday Afternoon.

Bishop

Election of two
bishops.

E. Georgo.

E. R. Roberts.

Time for ordi-

nation of bish-

ops.

Report of the
Coinmittee of
Ways and
Moans.

Conference met, according to adjournment.

M'Kendree in the chair.

The business of the election of two additional bishops

was taken up, and, on balloting, Enoch George obtained a

majority the first time of fifty-seven out of one hundred
and six votes.

On balloting a second time Robert Richford Roberts ob-

tained a majority of fifty-five out of one hundred and six

votes.

Enoch George and Robert Richford Roberts were there-

fore elected bishops or superintendents of the Methodist

Episcopal Church in the United States of America.

Friday next was appointed the day for the ordination of

the bishops elect.

The business of the report of the Committee of Ways
and Means was resumed, and the fourth resolution taken

under consideration as amended. After some desultorj-

debate, the previous question was called for and lost.
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Jolin Emory moved, that the fourth resolution be recom-

mitted. Carried.

Bishop M'Kendree retired, and called William Phoebus

to the chair.

The fifth resolution contained in the report was taken up,

considered, and rejected.

Conference adjourned until to-morrow morning, nine

o'clock.

May 14.

Report on Ways
and Means.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 15. May 15.

Bishop

Means
suined.

Conference met, according to adjournment.

M'Kendree in the chair.

The Committee on the State of the Local Preachers pre-

sented their report, which was read and ordered to lie on

the table.

The report of the Committee of Ways and Means was E^po't .of ^be

resumed. The sixth resolution was taken up and ordered ways and

to lie on the table.

Joshua Soule moved for a reconsideration of the fifth

resolution. Carried.

The fifth resolution was taken up.

Nathan Bangs moved to amend the resolution by adding

the following clause :

—

" Provided, nevertheless, this rule shall never be so

understood or applied as to encourage or in any way autho-

rize any legal assessment or ta.xation." Carried.

The resolution with the amendment was then taken under

consideration.

Brother Munger moved to amend the resolution by add-

ing the word " privileges " after the word " ability."

Withdrawn.
The resolution again under consideration as amended,

and after some debate the previous question was called for

and carried. The main question on the fifth resolution was

then put and lost.

The seventh resolution was then taken under considera-

tion and approved.

The eighth resolution was taken under consideration.

James Axley moved to strike out the word "committee."

Lost.

The ninth resolution was then taken under consideration.

Conference adjourned until three o'clock P. M. Adjourniiier.t

Wednesday Afterkoon.

BishopConference met, according to adjournment,

M'Kendree in the chair.

Bishop M'Kendree informed the conference of his indis-

position, and that some necessary business rendered it in-

convenient for him to attend this afternoon, and called

Wm. Phoebus to the chair.

Indifpofition ol

Blshoi. M'Ken-
dree.
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May 15.
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Tlie report of the Committee of Way.s and Means was
ix'sumed, and the ninth resolution was again called up.

John Emory moved, that the resolution be amended by
striking out the last clause, from the words " when in their

judgment," &c., inclusive, and inserting the following

:

" If, in the judgment of the conference, from their inatten-

tion to their duties, or from conduct inconsistent with those

duties, they are no longer useful itinerating ministers."

Carried.

The main question was then put on the resolution as

amended and lost.

S. G. Roszel moved, that the word " two " in the last

division of the answer to the fourth question of the eighth

section of the first chapter of our form of Discipline be

struck out, and the word " three " be inserted.

Alfred Griffith moved to amend the resolution by insert-

ing the word " four" instead of " three."

John Emory called for a division of the question, which

was done and a vote taken,—Shall we stiike out the word
"two?" Lost.

John Ballew gave notice that he intended to bring for-

Avard a motion to alter the rules of conference respecting

the time of sitting, ikc.

The Committee of Ways and Means obtained leave, and

reported on the fourth resolution, which was read and

adopted.

The sixth resolution contained in the report of the Com-
mittee of Ways and Means, which was ordered to lie on the

table, was called up and taken under consideration. Lost.

Hilliard Judge moved, that the presiding elder appointed

to a district be at liberty to fix his family in any circuit or

station within the said district, and that the committee ap-

pointed by the quarterly meeting conference of such circuit

or station to make an estimate of the amount of fuel and
table expenses of the preacher or preachers stationed with

them be directed to make an estimate of the house rent,

table expenses, and fuel of the said presiding elder and his

family, and that they send a copy of such expenses to the

stewards of each circuit or station in said district, that each

circuit or station may pay its proportion of such expenses

quai terly ; and if there should be no such committee in the

circuit or station where he may fix his family, the quarterly

meeting conference shall appoint one for that purpose.

Ordered to lie on the table. .

Asa Shinn moved, that the following words be added to

our Discipline, part second, sectipn fourth, page one hun-

dred and ninety-three, at the end of the seventh article :

—

" Nevertheless each annual conference, after examining

into the temporal circumstances and resources of their super-

numerary and superannuated preachers, or those of their
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widows and orphans, shall have authority to abridge their May 15.

allowance as far as they may judge necessary."

After considerable debate, the previous question was

called for by a majority, which was taken and the motion

was lost.

Conference adjourned until to-morrow morning, at nine Adjournment.

o'clock.

TirUKSDAY, MAY 16.

BishopConference met, according to adjournment.

M'Kendree in the chair.

The Committee on the Book Concern presented their re-

port, which was read and ordered to lie on the table.

The report of the Committee on the Chartered Fund was
presented, i-ead, and ordered to lie on the table.

The motion made by H. Judge on yesterday was taken

up and referred to the Committee of Ways and Means.

The report of the Committee of Safety was called up and

taken under consideration.

The first resolution was adopted. The second resolution

was adopted. The third resolution was taken under con-

sideration.

John Emory moved to amend the third resolution by in-

serting the following, viz.: "And disposing of those pews
by public or private sale, or in any way, so as to make them
private property," after the word " pews." Carried.

N. Bangs moved to amend the resolution by striking out

the words " and subversive," &c. Withdrawn.
M. Ruter moved to amend the amendment, by inserting

the words "inconsistent with," instead of "subversive of."

Carried.

The vote of concuirence was then taken on the resolu-

tion as amended and carried in the affirmative.

The fourth resolution was then taken under considera-

tion, and, after some investigation, John Emory moved, that

the resolution be so amended as to read thus :

—

"Resolved, That if any of our societies or congregations

should so far," &c. Carried.

M. Ruter moved, that the words "and hereby are de-

sired" be struck out, and the words "at Uberty" be in-

serted.

Conference adjourned until three o'clock P. M.

Thursday Afternoon.

Conference met, according to adjournment. Bishop
M'Kendree in the chair.

The consideration of the report of the Committee of

Safety was resumed, and the amendment to the fourth

resolution, made by Martin Ruter, was taken up. and, after

some remarks, the motion was lost.

10
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May IC.

Fifth resolution

taken up and
altered.

Sixtli resolution
taken up and
altered.

Seventh resolu-

tion taken up
and altered.

Eighth resolu-

tion taken up
^nd concurred

The resolution was then taken tinder consideration.

Martin Ruter moved to postpone the resolution indefi-

nitely. Withdrawn.
Daniel Ostrander moved, that the fourth resolution be

recommitted to the committee to revise and report. Car-

ried.

The fifth resolution was then taken up.

John Emory moved, that the words " executive depart-

ment " be struck out, and the words " presiding elders and

assistant preachers " be inserted. Camed.
The vote of concun-ence was then taken and carried.

The si.\th resolution was then taken up, and James Ridg-

way moved, that the words " presiding elders " be struck

out, and the words " quarterly meeting conference " be in-

serted. Lost.

The vote of concurrence was then taken and carried.

John Ballew moved, that the hours of sitting shall be, to

meet at eight o'clock and adjourn at twelve o'clock while

the conference sits. Carried.

The seventh resolution in the report of the Committee of

Safet)'' was taken up.

S. G. Roszel moved, to stnke out the words "and cir-

cuits."

John Emory moved to postpone indefinitely. Lost.

Brother Roszel withdrew his motion to amend. The vote

of concurrence was then taken and carried.

The eighth resolution was taken up and concurred in.

John Emory requested liberty to have tlie documents
relative to the Chartered Fund to peruse to-night. Granted.

James Smith asked and obtained leave of absence until

Monday next.

Conference adjourned until to-morrow morning, at eight

o'clock.

May 17. FRIDAY, MAY 17.

BishopConference met, according to adjournment.

M'Kendree in the chair.

The Journal of yesterday was i-ead and approved.

Bishop M'Kendree called Wm. Phoebus to the chair and
retired,

report of the The Committee of Wavs and Means, to whom the sixth
Committee of ,. .-, -, -,

-i
• ^

Ways and resolution was recommitted, presented then- report, which
was read and taken under consideration.

Nelson Reed moved, that the word •' steward " be struck

out, and the word " committee " be inserted. Carried.

Daniel Ostrander moved to amend the resolution by strik-

ing out the words " unless there be a surplus." Car-

ried.

Samuel Merwin moved, that the words " or so situated,"

<bc., between the words " district, and shall," be struck out.

-Means.

Motions relative

to the altera-

tion of the reso-

lution.
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Nathan Bangs moved for an indefinite postponement.

S. Merwin moved, that the resolution lie on the tabic.

Carried.

S. Merwin moved, that the sixth section of the second

chapter of the form of Discipline, on the article of dress, be

referred to the Committee of Safety. Lost.

George Pickering moved, that the report of the Com-
mittee on the Book Concern be taken up. Lost.

The report of the Committee on the Temporal Economy
was called up and considered.

The first answer to the first question passed. The second

answer passed. The seventh answer passed. The eighth

answer passed. The ninth, tenth, and eleventh answers

were ordered to lie on the table until we hear and consider

the report of the committee appointed to confer with our

Britisk brethren.

Conference adjourned until three o'clock P. M.

Friday Afternoon.

Conference met, according to adjournment. Bishop

M'Kendree in the chair.

The consideration of the report of the Committee on

the Temporal Economy was resumed, and the pro\isionary

clause, with the second question and answer, were all con-

firmed.

Thomas Burch moved, that the words " and not for im-

moral conduct," in. the second answer in the fifth question

of the second section in the first part of the Disciphne, be

struck out. Lost.

The committee appointed to confer with our British

brethren, relative to the situation of the societies of Mon-
treal, obtained liberty and presented their report, which

was read.

Brothers Black and Bennet made their statements, and
after some discussion adjournment was called for.

Conference adjourned until to-morrow morning, at eight

o'clock.

SATURDxiY, MAY 18.
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BishopConference met, according to adjournment.

M'Kendree in the chair.

The Journal of yesterday was read, con-ected, and ap-

proved.

The consideration of the report of the committee ap- Kepon of

pointed to confer with the British delegates was resumed,
and the first resolution was taken under consideration.

After some investigation, Lewis Myers moved, that the re-

port be recommitted. Carried.

R. R. Roberts in the chair.

R. R. Roberts, the chairman of the committee appointed

liril-

miltei

for witli

i<b brcihron
resumed and
recommitted
to the cojn-

mittee.
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ministration, in some of its important branches, to the hands May 18.

« , .1 Report con-
of young and mexpenenced men. iinue<i.

" 3. To the same causes may be attributed the many par-

tial locations ; that is, families of travelling preachers which

are immovably fixed. Their scanty allowance furnishes an

excuse, whether justifiable or not your committee presume

not to determine, for combining farming, mercantile busi-

ness, &c., with the ministrations of God's word. This prac-

tice, in the opinion of your committee, exceedingly embar-

rasses the general superintendency in the frequent changes

which in the discharge of its duty are unavoidable, in '^

consequence of this, either those whose families are thus JjK
located must be subject to distant removals from their fami-

lies, or others must be exposed to the inconvenience of fre- ^^ ' J^
quent and distant removals, to make way for those who are Tr
in this partially located state.

" 4. We perceive a manifest defect among us, occasioned,

in some measure, by the multiplicity of locations in regard

to ministerial qualifications. Although a collegiate educa- ^
tion is not, by your committee, deemed essential to a gospel

ministry, yet it appears absolutely necessary for every

minister of the gospel to study to show himself approved

wato God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed.

Every one, therefore, who would be useful as a minister in ^^ '
4| m A (^

the Church, to a sincere piety and laudable zeal for the ^/^ ^ " ^^

salvation of souls should add an ardent desire for useful 9 *

knowledge. He should strive by every lawful means to %
imbue his mind with every science which is intimately con- g^
nected with the doctrine of salvation by Jesus Christ, and w^
which will enable him to understand and illustrate the

sacred Scriptures. But the early departure from the work

of the ministry of many of those among us whose piety,

zeal, talent, and mental improvement justified the expecta- -^

tion of their extensive usefulness in the Church, and the gab
manifest indiflference of some who remain with us to this^

important branch of ministerial duty, thus stripping the* » \

Church of some of its brightest ornaments, not only exposes . •
her nakedness, but loudly calls for the prompt and vigour- ^
ous interference of General Conference.

j|f

"To obviate these evils, and to secure to the Church a

succession of holy, zealous, and useful ministers, becomes, at ^ ijj
^

this time, in the humble opinion of your committee, the im- "
perious duty of this conference. To accomplish these very ,

desirable objects your committee beg leave to recommend ^ W ^
the following resolutions, viz. :

—

•

^^^
"Resolved, 1st. That it shall be the duty of the presid- First rcsoiuUcii.

ing elders and preachers to use their influence to carry the

rules of Discipline relating to building and renting houses

for the accommodation of preach(5rs and families into effect.

In order to this, each quarterly meeting conference shall
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appoint a committee, unless other means have been adopted,
who, with the aid and advice of the preachers and presid-
ing elders, shall devise such means as shall seem fit to raise

moneys for that purpose. And we furthermore recom-
mend to each annual conference to make special inquiry of
its members respecting this part of their duty.

"Resolved, 2. That those preachers who refuse to occupy
the houses which may be provided for them on the stations

and circuits where they are from time to time appointed,
shall be allowed nothing for house-rent, nor receive any-
thing more than their simple quarterage for themselves,
wives, and children, and their travelling expenses. Never-
theless, this rule shall not apply to those preachers whose
famihes are either established within the bounds of their

circuits or stations, or are so situated that, in the judgment
of the stewards or the above-mentioned committee, it is not
necessary for the benefit of the circuit to remove them.

" Resolved, 3. That that part of the Discipline which re-

lates to the temporal economy of our Church be so altered
as to make the annual allowance of preachers $100, and
their wives and widows $100.

"Resolved, 4. That there be a committee appointed by
the quarterly meeting conference of every circuit and sta-

tion, consisting of members of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, whose duty it shall be to make an estimate of the
amount necessary to furnish fuel and table expenses of the
family or families of the preachers stationed with them ; and
that the stewards shall provide, by such means as they may
devise, to meet such expenses, by money or otherwise, pro-
vided that the quarterly allowance of the preachers shall

first be paid by the stewards.

"Resolved, 5. That there be a meeting on every district

of one steward from each station and circuit, to be selected
from among the stewards by the quarterly conference,
whose duty it shall be, by and with the advice of the pre-
siding elders who shall preside in such meeting, to take into

consideration the general state of the district in regard to

temporalities, and to furnish a house and provision for the
presiding elders' families, in conformity to the first and fourth
resolutions of this report.

" In order the more effectually to provide for the distress-

ed travelling, superannuated, and supernumerary preachers,
their wives, widows, and children, your committee earnestly

recommend,
"Resolved, 6. That each annual conference, in such way

and manner as they may think proper, raise a fund for these
purposes, according to the sixth article of the fifth section

of the temporal economy of our Cliurch.

"Thinking the Discipline sufficiently explicit on those
parts which relate to the Christian experience, practice, &c..
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of preachers, your committee deem it needless to add any- May is.

thing on these subjects ; but they beg leave to recom-

mend

—

^'Resolved, 7. That it be the duty of the bishop or bish-
^«^f^""'

^''^°^''-

ops, or a committee which they may appoint in each annual

conference, to point out a course of reading and study proper

to be pursued by candidates for the ministry ; and the

presiding elders, whenever a person is presented as a can-

didate for the ministry, shall direct him to those studies

which-have been thus recommended ; and before any such

candidate shall be received into full (connexion, he shall give

satisfactory evidence respecting his knowledge of those par-

ticular subjects which have been recommended to his con-

consideration."

The committee appointed to confer with Messrs Black Eepoit of tiio

and Bennett, delegated by the London Methodist Missionary j^ointed to con-

Society to make an amicable adjustment of certain differ-
delegate?"^'**''

ences between our Church and the British connexion rela-

tive to Upper and Lower Canada, obtained liberty to make
their report, which was read and confirmed, as follows :

—

" The committee appointed by the General Conference

to confer with Messrs Black and Bennett, delegates appointed

by the London Methodist Missionary Society to represent

the British connexion to this conference, and, if possible,

to make an amicable adjustment of certain differences be-

tween our Church and the British connexion, relative to

Upper and Lower Canada, beg leave to submit the follow-

ing report, viz. :

—

" 1. Your committee have had several friendly interviews

with the above-mentioned delegates on these subjects, and

they are happy to state that there appears to be an earnest

desire to have all existing difficulties terminated to the peace

and mutual satisfaction of both parties, and to perpetuate

the Christian union and good understanding which have

hitherto existed.

"2. It appears, from written communications as well as

from verbal testimony, that unhappy dissensions have taken

place in Montreal between certain missionaries, sent, at the

request of a few official members of the society in that place

in time of the last Avar, by the London Missionary Society,

and some American preachers, which have terminated in

the diA'ision of that society.

" 3. Although the late hostilities between the two coun-

tries separated for some time those provinces from the im-

mediate superintendency of the Methodist Episcopal Church

in America, yet all the circuits, except Quebec, were as

regularly supplied as circumstances would admit of with

American preachers.
" 4. It furthermore appears, from written and verbal

communications, that it is the desire of the great majority
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an address to

May 18. of the people in Upper and Lower Canada to be supplied,

as heretofore, with preachijrs from the United States.

" 5. In tlie two provinces there are twelve circuits and

one station, (Montreal,) which have eleven meeting-houses

which have been hitherto supplied by American preachers.

These things being duly considered, together with the con-

tiguity of those provinces to the western and northern parts

of the United States, your committee respectfully submit

the following resolutions :

—

"Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences of

the Methodist Episcopal Church in General Conference as-

sembled, 1. That we cannot, consistentlj^ with our duty to the

societies of our charge in the Canadas, give up any part of

them, or any of our chapels in those provinces, to the super-

intendence of the British connexion.
" 2. That a respectful letter be addressed to the Lon-

don Methodist Missionary Society, explaining the reasons

for the above resolution."

John Emory moved, that a committee be appointed to

the London draft an address to the London Methodist Missionary So-
Missionary So-

^jg^^^ qj^ ^|-jg subject of their request relative to Montreal,

&c. Carried. Nathan Bangs, John Emory, and Thomas
L. Douglass were appointed for that purpose.

Conference adjourned until three o'clock P. M.

Saturday Afternoon.

Conference met, according to adjournment. Bishop

Roberts in the chair.

A letter from James Eastburn was presented and referred

to the Committee on the Book Concern.

The report of the Committee on the Chartered Fund
was called up, and the resolution was confirmed as fol-

lows :

—

" Your committee, which you honoured with the business

of the Charter Fund, having examined the documents which

came to hand from the trustees of said fund, as laid before

the General Conference of 1812 and 1816, are of opinion

that the strictest attention has been given to that interest

by the worthy trustees of that fund. They have given a

full statement and inventory of the kind of stock of which
it is composed, and also of the amount and its annual pro-

duction, which does not appear to your committee so pro-

fitable as it might have been if the request of the trustees

had been granted by the conference of 1812. The income

of the fund is about six per cent, per annum. The remit-

tances to the several annual conferences are fairly exhibited

from May, 1812, to May, 1816, from which it appears the

balance of interest still to be remitted is $775 89.
" The amount of capital at present is $20,652 56. The

trustees having again petitioned this conference to empower

J^ettcT present-

>'d and referred

to the Com-
mittee on Book
Concern

.

Jveport of the
( Committee on
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them to change the stock as they may judge mo.st to tlie

advancement of that interest, your committee judge it would

be a worthy act, and that such a grant might greatly pro-

mote the income. Your committee, have the greatest con-

fidence in the fidelity and economy of these gentlemen.

Your committee, therefore, humbly submit the following

resolution :

—

" Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences

of the Methodist Episcopal Church in General Conference

assembled, That the trustees of the Chartered Fund of the

said Church be, and they are hereby authorized and em-

powered, \vhene\'er, in their judgment, the capital and in-

terests of the fund would be better secured or advanced

thereby, to sell and dispose of any of the stocks or other

property belonging thereto, and the net proceeds thereof to

reinvest as soon as may be in such other stock or property

in their corporated name as, in their opinion, would better

combine the security of the capital with the increase of the

annual income thereof."

A letter addressed to the trustees of the Charter Fund
was read and approved.

Thomas Ware moved, that in case of the sale of stock to

an amount not exceeding $5,000, the General Conference

authorize the trustees of said fund to loan the same to the

Methodist Book Concern at lawful interest until next Gen-

eral Conference. Ordered to lie on the table.

The report of the Committee on Temporal Economy was
called up, and the ninth, tenth, and eleventh answers to the

first question were considered, amended, and approved.

The report amended reads as follows :

—

"The Committee on Temporal Economy, to whom the

first section in the temporal economy of our Church and

certain parts of the bishops' addresses were referred, beg

leave to report as follows, viz. :

—

"Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in

General Conference assembled. That the first section in the

temporal economy of our Church be amended so as to read

thus, viz. :

—

Section I.

"Quest. 1. What are the bomidaries of the annual con-

ferences ?

"Avs. 1. The Ohio Conference shall include Ohio, Mus-
kingum, Scioto, Miami, and Kentucky Districts.

"Ans. 2. The Missouri Conference shall be bounded by
the Ohio Conference on the north, by the Ohio and Missis-

sippi Rivers on the east, and by the Arkansas River on the

south.

"Ans. 3. The Tennessee Conference shall include Salt

River, Green River, Cumberland, Nash\ille, and Holstein

Districts.
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May IS.

Answer four.

Answer five

Answer six.

Answer seven.

Answer eight.

Answer nine.

Answer ten.

Answer eleven.

Question two.

Answer two.

^'Ans. 4. The Mississippi Conference shall include all the

state of Louisiana south of the Arkansas, and all the Mis-

sissippi Territory south of the Tennessee River.

"Ans. 5. The South Carolina Conference shall include

Georgia, South Carolina, and that part of North Carolina

not included in the Viiginia and Tennessee Conferences.

"Ans. 6. The Virginia Conference shall include the cir-

cuits situated on the branches of the Yadkin Rivei', and

that part of North Carolina north of Cape Fear River except

Wilmington, and that part of Virginia on the south side of

Rappahannock and east of the Blue Ridge except Fred-

ericksburgh.

"xlns. 1. The Baltimore Conference shall include the re-

maining part of Virginia not included in the Tennessee and

Virginia Conferences, the western shore of Maryland, and

that part of Pennsylvania east of the Ohio River and west

of Susquehanna not included in Genesee Conference.

"Ans. 8. The Philadelphia Conference shall include the

whole of the peninsula between the Chesapeake and Dela-

ware bays, and all that part of Penns3'lvania lying between

the Delaware and Susquehanna Rivers, except what is in-

cluded in the Genesee Conference; and all the state of New-
Jersey, with Staten Island and so much of the state of

New-York as now is or may at any time be attached to the

Bergen and Hamburgh Circuits.

"Ans. 9. The New-York Conference shall include all the

state of New-York not included in the Genesee and Phila-

delphia Conferences, and those parts of Connecticut and

Massachusetts west of Connecticut River ; also that part of

Vermont lying west of the Green Mountains, with that part

of Lower Canada between Lakes Champlain and Ma-
gog-

"Ans. 10. The New-England Conference shall include

the remaining part of Vermont and all the New-England
states east of the Connecticut River, and that part of Lower
Canada east of Lake Maorocr.

"Ans. 11, The Genesee Conference shall include all

within the bounds of Susquehanna, Oneida, Genesee, Che-

nango, and Upper and Lower Canada Districts.

"Provided, nevertheless, that the bishops shall have au-

thority to appoint other annual conferences in the interval

of General Conference if the number of circuits should in-

crease so as in their judgment to require it.

" Quest. 2. How are the districts to be formed ?

"Ans. 2. According to the judgment of the bishops. In

case there be no bishops to travel through the districts and
exercise the episcopal office, on account of death or other-

wise, the districts shall be regulated in every respect by
the yearly conferences and the presiding elders in the inter-

val of General Conference, ordination only excepted.
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" Each annual conference is to pay its proportionable part

toward the allowance of the bishops."

Conference adjourned until Monday, eight o'clock A. M.

MONDAY, MAY 20.

Mayl&

May 20.

Conference met at eight o'clock, according to adjourn-

ment. Bishop M'Kendree in the chair.

It was proposed that the sum of ifelOO be presented to

Messrs. Black and Bennett. The proposition was approved
of, and S. G. Roszel and Oliver Beale were appointed to

wait upon them, and make a tender of it to their acceptance.

S. G. Roszel moved, that we reconsider the fourtli reso-

lution of the report of the Committee of Ways and Means.

Carried.

S. G. Roszel moved, that the words " consisting of mem-
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church " be inserted after

the word "station," and the word "steward" shall be in-

serted after the words " with them and." Carried.

Solomon Sias moved, that the following provisionary

clause be added to the fourth resolution, viz. :

—

" Provided the stewards shall not appropriate the mon-
eys collected for the regular quarterly allowances of the

preachers to the payment of family expenses." Carried.

T. L. Douglass moved, that the report of the Committee
of Ways and Means, as amended and approved, be referred

to the same committee, to be properly incorporated in the

Discipline, as it shall appear in print. Carried.

John Emory was appointed to fill the place of R. R.

Roberts, in the Committee of Ways and Means.

The letter addressed to the London Methodist Missionary

Society was read. D. Ostrander moved, to recommit the

letter, in order to be transcribed. Carried.

Bishop Roberts in the chair.

The Committee of Safety, to whom the fourth resolution

was referred, made their report, and, after some debate on

the subject, George Pickering moved to strike out the

words " and our preachers," (fee. Carried.

The resolution was then approved, as amended, and
reads as follows, viz. :

—

" Report of the Committee of Safety, appointed to take

into consideration those parts of the addresses of Bishops

Asbury and M'Kendree which relate to the duty of preach-

ers, (fee.

"After due examination, your committee are of opinion

that, in some parts of the connexion, doctrines contrary to

our established articles of faith, and of dangerous tendency,

have made their appearance among us, especially the an-

cient doctrines of Arianism, Socmianism, and Pelagiani-im,

\mder certain new and obscure modifications ; that, in too

Propo-'itiun \u
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May 20. many instances, nice and metaphysical investigations have

^tj^M^
'^"" *^^*^" P'^<^6 with a design to reconcile those truths which

are founded on the authority of divine revelation with the
limited and obscure views of human reason ; that by such
investigation the minds of the simple have been led into

perplexity and doubt, and the simplicity and glory of the
gospel plan of salvation, through faith in a Mediator, greatly

obscured ; and that there has been too great a departure
from the doctrines of the Reformation, as defended by
Wesley, especially the doctrine of human depravity, of the
necessity of preventing grace, of justification by faith alone,

of the direct witness of the Holy Spirit, and of holiness of
heart and life, or gospel sanctification.

" Your committee regret that they are under the pain-

ful necessity of announcing to you that their examina-
tions authorize them to fear that the Discipline has not
been uniformly, faithfully, and impartially enforced in all

parts of the work. There appears evidence too strong to

admit of dispute, that some of the preachers to whom the
administration of disciphne has been committed have too
much yielded to the influence of popular prejudices in

matters where the vital interests of our connexion are con-
cerned. In some instances great inattention has been
manifested to the security of our houses of worship where
they have been built on tlie principles of our economy

;

and in other cases the rules of our charter have been
totally dispensed Avith, and houses erected with pews,
which pews have been sold, eitlier at public or private
sales, so as to make houses of worship private property,
and, consequently, to destroy all our claim to the use of
them, except such as may be founded on the will of the
pew-holders.

" In some instances, where such houses have been built,

our societies and congregations, avaihng themselves of the
constituted civil authority, have abandoned our system of
temporal support, and had recourse to legal assessments on
private property to realize the annual salaries of the preach-
ers stationed with them.

" Your committee are apprehensive that the rule on dress
has, in many instances, been almost dispensed Avith, and in

others very partially administered, so as to aftbrd unwar-
rantable indulgences to the rich ; and that our love-feasts,

society and class-meetings, have not been observed, in all

parts of the work, with the caution and strictness which
the letter and spirit of Discipline require, and w^hich is in-

dispensably necessary to preserve the harmony and spirit-

uality of our societies.

" We regret to learn that, in some cases, preachers in

charge have found methods to get members out of society

without a constitutional process of trial, which, in the judg-
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ment of your committee, is not only an abridgment of sacred

rights, but lias a most unhappy tendency in leading the

minds of enlightened men to undervalue the blessings of

Church communion. *

" In relation to the manner in which stations and circuits

have been attended to by preachers in charge, your com-

mittee are of opinion that, in many places, our people have

just cause of complaint that they have been neglected, both

with respect to the public ministration of the word and visit-

ing from house to house. Your committee apprehend that

this evil may be traced to one of its principal sources in

the narrow limits of the field of labour. Circuits have been

formed, divided, and subdivided, on the principle of accom-

modation to local circumstances. This course has reduced

circuits almost exclusively to Sabbath appointments. We
cannot consider this among the least evils which threaten

the connexion at the present crisis : it has, in the judgment
of yom* committee, a general tendency to locality. It lays

a foundation for the growth of jealousy, and may have a

serious influence upon the union of the body.
" Your committee are of opinion that most, if not all,

of these evils are violations of plain rules of Discipline, and,

therefore, cannot see the necessity or propriety of any new
legislation as a remedy for them.

" Under these circumstances, your committee judge it of

the utmost importance for the General Conference, in its

present session, to take such measures as will most effect-

ually cure these growing evils, and, as far as possible, pre-

vent their future existence ; and, to accomplish this, report

the following resolutions :

—

"Resoh'cd, by the delegates of the annual conferences in

General Conference assembled, 1. That the General Confer-

ence do earnestly recommend the superintendents to make
the most careful inquiry in all the annual conferences, in

order to ascertain whether any doctrines are embraced or

preached contrary to our established articles of faith, and
to use their influence to prevent the existence and circula-

tion of all such doctrines.

"Resolved, 2. That it be specially recommended to all

the presiding elders and stationed and circuit preachers to

take particular care that all our houses of worship be se-

cured on the principle of our deed of settlement in the form
of Discipline.

"Resolved, 3. That the manner of building houses of re-

ligious Avorship with pews is contrary to the rules of our
economy, and inconsistent with the interests of our so-

cieties.

" Resolved, 4. That it is the opinion of this conference,

that the practice of assessing and collecting taxes by civil

law for the support of the ministers of the gospel is con-
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tiary to the temporal economy of our Church, and incon-

sistent witli apostolic example ; that it goes to impede the

progress of e.xperimental religion and destroy the itinerant

plan ; and the superintendents, with all the annual confer-

ences, are hereby desired to take such measures as, in their

judgment, will most cftectually cure such an evil.

"Resolved, 5. That the superintendents, together with

all the presiding elders and assistant preachers, be, and are

hereby, earnestly requested to carry into effect, in their

several charges, our rules on dress, family worship, love-

feasts, class and society meetings.

"Resolved, 6. That no preacher having the charge of a

circuit shall be allowed to divide, or in any way lessen the

circuit, without the consent and advice of the presiding

elder.

"Resolved, V. That it be, and hereby is recommended to

the bishops and presiding elders, in the general* and par-

ticular oversight of their charges, to guard against such

divisions and reductions of districts and circuits as, in their

judgment, may be inconsistent with the temporal and spirit-

ual interests of our societies and the preservation of the

energies of our itinerant system.

"Resolved, 8. That a copy of the above resolutions be

I'ecorded on the Journal of each annual conference."

The report of the Committee on the Book Concern was
called up, with the additions now reported by said com-
mittee, and the report was taken under consideration, reso-

lution by resolution.

The first resolution under consideration. S. G. Roszel

moved to strike out the word " New-York," and insert the

word " Baltimore."

Conference adjourned until three o'clock P. M.

Monday Afternoon.

Conference met at three o'clock, according to adjourn-

ment. Bishop Roberts in the chair.

Thomas Walker requested leave of absence during the

remaining part of this session. Granted.

The consideration of the amendment to the first resolu-

tion of the report of the Committee on the Book Concern
was resumed, and, after some debate, the vote was taken,

and the motion was lost. The vote of concurrence was then

taken and carried.

The second resolution was then taken up.

Joshua Soule moved, that so much of the resolution be
struck out as makes it necessary that the editor should be

chosen from among the travelling preachers.

After some debate, the previous question was called for

by a majority, which was taken on the amendment and lost.

The vote of concurrence was then taken and carried.

I
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Peter Cartwright moved, that there be a place of deposit

established in Pittsburgh, and an agent appointed to transact

the book business for the western conferences witli the gen-

eral book-agent.

James Quinn moved, that P. Cartwright's motion lie on

the table. Carried.

The first resolution intended to be entered on the

Journal . was considered and approved. Tlic second

resolution was taken up. A motion was made to amend
it by inserting the amount of |>100 instead of $150.

Lost.

The third resolution was taken up and rejected.

The fourth resolution was taken up. The first member
was acted on and rejected ; the second part was acted on

and carried.

The fifth resolution was considered and rejected.

A motion was made by Samuel Merwin that we adjourn,

to meet to-morrow morning at eight o'clock in the church.

Carried.

Brother Ridgway moved, that we reconsider the motion.

Carried.

The vote was taken again on the motion, and it was lost.

Conference adjourned until to-morrow morning, eight

o'clock.

TUESDAY, MAY 21.

Conference met at eight o'clock, according to adjourn-

ment. Bishop Roberts in the chair.

The Journal of yestei'day was read and approved.

The committee appointed to take into consideration the

subject of slavery presented their report, wliich was read,

and ordered to lie on the table.

The Committee of Ways and Means presented their re-

])ort, which was read, as it shall be incorporated in the

Discipline, as follows :

—

"Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in

General Conference assembled. That the fifth section of the

Temporal Economy of our Church be so amended as to read

thus, viz. :

—

After the second answer to the question shall be inserted

the following articles :

—

" 3 . It shall be the duty of the presiding elders and preach-

ers to use their influence to carry the above rules, respect-

ing building and renting houses for the accommodation of

preachers and their families, into effect. In order to tliis

each quarterly meeting conference shall appoint a com-
mittee, unless other measures have been adopted, who, with

the advice and aid of the preachers and presiding elders,

shall devise such means as shall seem fit to raise moneys
for that purpose. And it is recommended to the annual
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conferences to make special inquiry of its members respect-

ing this part of their duty.
" 4. Those preachers who i-efuse to occupy the houses

wliich may be provided for them on the station and circuit

where they are from time to time appointed shall be al-

lowed nothing for house-rent, nor receive anything more
than quarterage for themselves, their wives and children,

and their travelling expenses. Nevertheless, this rule shall

not apply to those preachers whose families are either es-

tablished within the bounds of their circuits, or are so situ-

ated that, in the judgment of the stewards or the above-

mentioned committee, it is not necessary for the benefit of

the circuit to remove them.
" 5. It shall be the duty of the said committee, or one

appointed for that purpose, who shall be members of our

Church, to make an estimate of the amount necessary to

furnish fuel and table expenses of the family or families of

preachers stationed with them, and the stewards sliall pro-

vide, by such means as they may devise, to meet such ex-

penses in money or otherwise
;
provided the stewards shall not

appropriate the moneys collected for the regular quarterly

allowance of the preachers to the payment of family expenses.
" 6. There shall be a meeting in every district of one

steward from each station and circuit, to be selected from
among the stewards by the quarterly meeting conference,

whose duty it shall be, by and with the advice of the pre-

siding elder, who shall preside in such meetings, to take

into consideration the general state of the district in regard

to temporalities, and to furnish a house, fuel, and table ex-

penses of the presiding elder.

"Resolved, That the fourth section of the temporal econ-

omy be amended so as to read thus:

—

" 1. The annual allowance of the travelhng preachers

shall be $100 and their travelling expenses.
" 2. The annual allowance of the wives of travelling

preachers shall be $100.
" 3. As in the Discipline.

" 4. The allowance of superannuated, worn-out, and su-

pernumerary preachers shall be $100.

5. The annual allowance of the wives of superannuated,

worn-out, and supernumerary preachers shall be $100.
" 6. The annual allowance of the widows of travelling,

superannuated, worn-out, and supernumerary preachers

shall be $100.
" 7, 8. As they now stand in the Discipline.

"Resolved, That the following article be the third answer
to the first question of the eighth section of chapter one :

—

"3. It shall be the duty of the bishops, or of a com-
mittee which they may appoint at each annual confei-ence,

to point out a course of reading and study proper to be
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pursued by candidates for the ministry ; and the presiding

elders, whenever such are presented to them, shall direct

them to those studies which have been thus recommended.

And before any such candidate is received into full con-

nexion, he shall give satisfactory evidence respecting his

knowledge of those particular subjects which have been

recommended to his consideration.

"4. When a preacher's name is not," (fee.

George Pickering moved, that the committee on the ex-

penses, &c., be authorized to receive the money intended

to meet the expenses and divide it.

Moved, that the report now on the table be taken up and
recommitted to them. Carried.

Moved, that they shall make a report of the particulars

before they make any disbursements.

The consideration of the report of the Committee on the

Book Concern was resumed. The sixth resolution was
adopted.

The seventh resolution was then taken under considera-

tion.

Nathan Bangs moved, that the resolution of the Book
Committee, relating to the editing a magazine, be recom-

mitted, for the purpose of so modifying it that there should

be two editors appointed for the magazine and the general

Book Concern, who should be associated in the work, and
to leave it to the New-York Conference to grant them as-

sistance, if they and the agents judge it necessary. With-
drawn.

The vote of concurrence was taken on the seventh reso-

lution and lost.

John Emory moved, that the resolution on the appoint-

ing an editor and assistant book-steward, to act under his

direction, be reconsidered. Lost.

J. Sharply moved, that the conducting of the magazine

be committed to the book-steward and his assistant. Car-

ried.

N. Bangs moved, that the New-York Annual Conference

shall lend assistance to the agents if they judge it neces-

sary. Carried.

S. G. Roszel moved, that the sixth resolution be recon-

sidered. Withdrawn.

N. Bangs moved, that the editors and general book-stew-

ards shall issue a prospectus for publishing a magazine, and
that the presiding elders and preachers shall collect sub-

scribers and communicate to the agents the number wanted,

and whether the subscribers wish them in monthly num-
bers or bound volumes. Lost.

The eighth resolution was taken under consideration and
adopted.

The ninth resolution was rejected.
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The tenth resolution was adopted.

The eleventh resolution was confirmed.

The twelfth resolution was judged, by the chairman, not

to be in order before conference. An appeal was made
from the decision of the chair. The decision of the chair

was confirmed.

The thirteenth resolution was taken up and passed.

The last member of the report of the Committee on the

Book Concern was read.

John Emory moved, that a committee of three be ap-

pointed to take the subject proposed therein into considera-

tion, and report to this conference what course, in their

judgment, should be taken thereon. Carried.

Bishop M'Kendree resumed the chair, and appointed

Bishop Roberts, John Emory, and T. L. Douglass for that

purpose.

N. Bangs moved, that the disposing of Sutcliff's Gram-
mar, and the realization of the property of the Book Con-

cern, be referred to the Book Committee to report thereon.

Carried.

Conference adjourned until three o'clock P. M.

Tuesday Afternoon.

Conference met at three o'clock P. M., according to ad-

journment. Bishop M'Kendree in the chair.

The motion made by Peter Cartwright was resumed,

and he amended his motion so as to make it read thus :

—

"That the book-agents be, and are hereby authorized to

employ a proper person in Pittsburgli to receive and for-

ward books to the respective presiding elders to such places

as they may direct in their respective districts in the seve-

ral conferences in the West." Carried.

The conference proceeded, by ballot, to make choice of

the place where our next General Conference shall be held,

and, on counting the votes, a majority was in favour of

Baltimore—fifty out of ninety-five.

John Emory moved, that the sixth article of the fifth

section of the temporal economy of our Church be amended
by inserting the words " subject to its own control " after

the words "judged proper." Carried.

John Sale moved, that the words " nine " and " ninth
"

be struck out of the third article of the sixth section of the

temporal economy, and the words "eleven" and "elev-

enth " be inserted in room thereof. Carried.

The conference proceeded to choose, by ballot, an editor

and general book-steward, and, on counting the tickets,

Joshua Soule had fifty- three votes out of one hundi-ed and
one.

Tlie conference proceeded to choose, by ballot, an assist-

ant editor and general book-steward, and, on counting the
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tickets, Thomas Mason had fifty- seven votes out of ninety- May 21.

nine.

S. Merwin moved that we adjourn until to-morrow mom- Motion to

ing, eight o'clock, in the church. Carried.

Conference adjourned until to-morrow morning, eight

o'clock.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 22.

Conference met at eight o'clock, according to adjourn-

ment. Bishop M'Kendree in the chair.

The Journal of yesterday was read, corrected, and ap-

proved.

The Committee on Claims, appointed to examine into the

expenses of tlie delegates, &c., presented their report,

which was read.

George Pickering moved, that we concur in the report.

John Emory called for a division of the question.

John Emory moved to amend the report by striking out

the words " Book Concern " and inserting the words " Char-

ter Fund." Withdrawn.

The question was then taken. Shall we make a draft on

the Book Concern ? Carried.

The sums proposed were |200, $1,000, 8888, ^800,

$788, $500, and §400.

Jacob Young moved, that the report be recommitted.

The previous question was called for and carried. The
main question was then put on the recommitment and lost.

The numbers $1,000, $888, $800, $788, $500, $400,

and $200, were proposed, and all lost.

S. G. Roszel moved, that we draw on the Charter Fund
for $260. Withdrawn.

Alexander Tally moved, that we reconsider the filling up
of the blank. Carried. $888 and $788 were proposed.

The number $788 was carried.

D. Ostrander moved, that we adopt the report of the

committee. Carried.

Lewis Myers moved, that there be a collection in the

house, among the members of this conference, to meet the

necessitous cases of members. Withdrawn.

S. G. Roszel moved, that we draw on the Book Concern

for the dividend allowed to the Baltimore Annual Confer-

ence, and not yet drawn for, to appropriate to John Bond
for his services. Withdrawn.

Jacob Young moved for a reconsideration of the first

resolution of the report of the Book Committee. Laid on

the table until the reports are finished.

The committee appointed to take into consideration the

most eligible mode of securing the interests of our Church
in the capital stock at present employed in the book busi-

ness made a report, which was ordered to lie on the table.

ad-
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Daniel Ostrander moved to reconsider the motion to fill

up the blank of the report of the committee which appro-

priated ^VSS. Carried. And afterward the blank was
filled up with $500, at the suggestion of the late editor.

Jacob Young's motion was taken up and lost.

Samuel Merwin moved, that the following resolution

be adopted, viz. :

—

"Resolved, by the delegates of the several annual confer-

ences in General Conference assembled, That the motion

relative to the election and appointment of presiding elders

is not contrary to the constitution of our Church."

S. G. Roszel moved an indefinite postponement. The
previous question was called for on the main question, and

it was lost.

The report of the Committee on the State of the Local

Preachers was called up.

S. G. Roszel moved to concur in the gross.

Freeborn Garrettson moved, that it be laid over until

next General Conference. Lost.

S. G. Roszel moved to take it up member by member.

Cai'ried.

Ethelbert Drake moved to adjourn, to meet at three

o'clock in the conference room. Carried.

Conference adjourned until three o'clock P. M.

Wednesday Afternoon.

Conference met at three o'clock, according to adjourn-

ment. Bishop M'Kendree in the chair.

Bishop M'Kendree presented a communication from

Mark Moore, on the subject of a book entitled " Shinn on

Salvation."

Moved by D. Ostrander, that a committee be appointed,

out of the Baltimore Conference, consisting of three, to

take into consideration the subject of Mark Moore's com-
munication, and that they report to the next Baltimore

Conference. Carried.

A letter to the London Methodist Missionary Society was

read by John Emory, one of the committee appointed to

draft the same. Approved.

Moved, that the IBritish brethren. Black and Bennett,

be furnished with a copy of the above letter. Carried.

The report of the Committee on the State of the Local

Preachers was taken up. The first item in the preamble

Avas confirmed. The second item was confirmed. The
third item was ordered to lie on the table.

The first member, as proposed in the report, was read.

Moved, that the words " society or " be inserted before

" class." Carried. The member passed.

The second member was read and approved.

The third member to the fifth answer was read.
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Moved by brother Cartwriglit, that "and have liis name May 22.

enrolled on a class-paper " be inserted.

Moved, that the motion lie on the table until the leading

principle be determined on. Carried.

Moved by John Emory, that the latter part of the mem-
ber, aft^r the words "and also," be struck out, and the

follovring inserted in their place :
" be requested to meet

the class which may be to be met at any place where he

may preach." Carried.

The question was then put, and the resolution was re-

jected.

The fourth member was then taken up and passed. The
fifth member passed. The sixth passed. The seventh was

considered.

John Emory moved, that the word " majority " be struck

out. Lost.

Alfred Griffith, Thomas Burch, and Samuel Montgomery Shinn on saiva-

were appointed a committee to take into consideration the *^*'°'

address of Mark Moore, and report thereon to the next

Baltimore Annual Conference.

John Emory asked and obtained leave of absence during

the session of conference. He presented a resolution to

conference which he intended to offer to-morrow.

The conference voted each of the newly-ordained bishops

$50 out of the moneys collected, according to a resolution

of the Committee on Claims, which reads thus :

—

" Your committee, appointed to attend to the expenses Keport of the

of delegates to and from the General Conference, beg leave claims.

to make the following report :

—

" 1. That, upon a re-examination of the subject, they find

the sum necessary to meet the demands $1,419 I0, to be
appropriated as follows, viz. :

—

" Thomas L. Douglass STS 00
Chandley Lambert 47 50
Charles Giles 50 50
Daniel Barnes 30 75
George Harmon 30 00
Isaac Puffer 35 00
George Gary 44 00
SethMattison 44 00
Henry Ryaa 50 00
Martin Ruter 73 00
Solomon Sias 67 75
Asa Kent 36 00
George Pickering 34 75
Joshua Soule 75 50
Eleazer Wells 53 50
Joseph A. Merrill 46 00
David Kilbourn 46 00
Charles Virgin 50 00
Philip Munger 40 60
Oliver Beale 60 00
William Case 48 00
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Peter Cartwright $51 00
Jesse Walker 55 60
Isaac Quinn 29 00
James Quinn 10 00
James Axley 27 60
Benjamin Larkin 15 00
Samuel Sellers 49 00
Hilliard Judge 26 00
British delegates, Bennett and Black 100 00

$1,419 75

" 2. Your committee are of opinion that, although Bish-

ops George and Roberts have made no application, yet the

sum of |50 should be appropriated to each. To meet the'

above demands $731 39 have been collected, and is now in

hand, leaving a deficiency of $688 36, to supply which

your committee recommend a draft upon the Book Con-

cern."

Conference adjourned until to-morrow morning, at eight

o'clock.

THUESDAY, MAY 23.

Conference met at eight o'clock, according to adjourn-

ment. Bishop M'Kendree in the chair.

The Journal of yesterday was read, corrected, and ap-

proved.

The seventh item of the report on local preachers was
taken into consideration.

H. Judge moved to strike out " a majority," and insert

in its place " one- third." Lost.

The previous question was called for on the main ques-

tion, and it was rejected.

The eighth item was taken under consideration and con-

curred in. The ninth item was taken under consideration

and adopted.

The report, so amended, reads thus :

—

" The committee appointed to take into consideration

the state of the local preachers beg leave to report, that

they have deliberately examined the memorials from certain

local preachers which have been referred to them, in which
three objects particularly seem to be proposed :

—

" 1. That they may have representatives in the Genei'al

Conference.

"2. The government of societies, &c.
" 3. Be permitted to stipulate for salaries for their

services.

" Your committee are of opinion that the first of these is

inconsistent with the present constitution of the General

Conference ; that the second is inexpedient ; and, as to the

third, that provision is already made for the relief of local

preachers in certain cases, and it is not the opinion of your

1
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committee that this conference ought to make any furtlier

provision, except as is hereinafter recommended.
" From an attentive inquiry into tlie state of the local

preachers on all the parts of our vast continent, we arc

happy to be able to say that the great body of that very

respectable and useful class of our bi-ethren aie, in our
judgment, the firm suppoiters and friends of our doctrines,

discipline, and Church government, and that by far the

greater part of them would be much grieved at any radi-

cal changes in our present i-egulations. But, upon examin-
ing those parts of our Discipline which respect local

preachers, yoxir committee beg leave to recommend the

following amendments :

—

" 1. That the twentieth section of the first chapter to the

end of the second answer to the first question, be so altered

as to read thus :

—

Section 20.

Of the Local Preachers

" Quest. 1. What directions shall be given concerning

local preachers.

"Ans. 1. Before any person shall be licensed to preach
as a local preacher among us, he shall bring a recommend-
ation from the society or class of which he is a member, and
be personally examined before the quarterly meeting con-

ference by the presiding elder, or, in his absence, by the

preacher having the charge, touching his acquaintance with

the doctrines of our Church, to which he shall give his as-

sent, together with his gifts and grace for preaching ; and
if he be approved of by the quarterly meeting conference

in these respects, and they believe that he will be generally

acceptable and useful as a preacher, he shall then receive

a license, signed by the presiding elder, or, in his absence,

by the preacher having the charge, in these words, *N. M.,'

«i:c., (as at present,) which license it shall be the duty of

such local preacher to have annually renewed.
" 2. That the words ' or deacon ' be inserted after the

vrord ' elder,' in the last clause of the fourth answer of the

same section.

" 3. That in the first paragraph of the answer to the

second question, instead of the words ' has preached,' there

be inserted ' has publicly or privately disseminated ;' and
after the words 'public offices,' where they first occur, a

comma ; and that the words ' from all public offices and
privileges,' where they occur the second time, be struck

out.

"4. That in the succeeding paragraph the words 'and

m every case ' to culpable, inclusive, be struck out.

" 5. That the following rule be inserted in the conclusion

of the same section, viz. :

—
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" Whenever a local preacher shall remove from one cir-

cuit to another, he shall procure, from the presiding elder

of the district or the preacher having the charge of the cir-

cuit, a certificate of his official standing in the Churchi at

the time of his removal, without which he shall not be re-

ceived as a local preacher in other places.

" 6. That the thirteenth article in the ninth section of

the first chapter be struck out, and the following rule in-

serted in its place :

—

" 13. To license such persons as he may think proper to

officiate as exhorters in the Church, provided no person

shall be so licensed without the consent of the leaders'

meeting, or of the class of which he is a member where no

leaders' meeting is held ; and the exhorters so authorized

shall be subject to an annual examination of character in the

quarterly meeting conference, and have their license an-

nually renewed by the presiding elder, or the preacher hav-

ing the charge, if approved of by the quarterly meeting

conference.
" v. That in all places where a quarterly meeting confer-

ence is referred to, the phrase ' quarterly meeting confer-

ence ' be used ; and the phrase ' licensed preacher ' instead

of 'local preacher,' where it is intended to distinguish such

from local elders or deacons."

D. Ostrander moved, that the words " by the approba-

tion of the presiding elder " be inserted between the words
" preacher " and " he," in the eighth section of the temporal

economy of our Church. Carried,

Isaac Quinn called up his motion on local preachers, viz.

:

" to have his name enrolled on a class-paper," &c., which

had been laid on the table. The motion was lost.

James Axley moved, that no preacher shall distil or re-

tail spirituous liquors without forfeiting his license.

Lewis Myers moved to amend James Axley's motion

thus :
" that every prudent means be used by our annual

and quarterly meeting conferences to discourage the distil-

ling or retailing of spirituous liquors among our people, and
especially among our preachers." Withdrawn.
The previous question was called for : Shall the main

question now be put ? It was taken. Carried.

Brother Burge called for a division. Admitted.

The vote was put on the first member of the question.

Carried.

The vote was put on the second member of the question.

Carried.

S. G. Roszel moved, that the word '• preach," in the

third question, eigliteenth section, first chapter of the Disci-

pline, be expunged, and the words " disseminate publicly or

privately" be inserted. Carried.

S. G. Roszel moved, that the answer to the second ques-
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tion of tlie third section of the second chapter of the Disci-

pline be e.xpunged, and the following inserted :
" by the

preacher having the charge of the station." Lost.

S. G. Roszel moved, that the following rule be added to

the third section of the second chapter of the Disciphne,

immediately after the third question :

—

" To whom is a steward accountable for the faithful per-

formance of his duties ?

"Ans. To the quarterly meeting conference of the circuit

or station." Carried.

S. G. Roszel moved, that the words "after allowances," at

the close of the fifth paragraph of the fifth section of the

second chapter of our Discipline, be expunged, and the fol-

lowing inserted :
" The conference shall send such surplus

forward to that conference they judge to be the most ne-

cessitous." Carried.

Tiie conference voted thanks to D. Hitt and Thomas
Ware, late book-agents, for their ser\ices- to the Church in

that department.

Lewis Myers moved, that D. Hitt be authorized by the

conference, according to his request, to return to New-York
immediately and make a regular and full transfer of our
Book Concern to his successors. Carried.

N. Bangs moved, that the conference adjourn to-morrow
at twelve o'clock, to meet May 1, 1820.

Moved to amend it by mserting at six o'clock instead of

twelve. Ordered to lie on the table.

The report to incorporate the General Conference, &c.,

was called for and lost.

The report of the Committee on Slavery was taken up
and read. The report was considered, and John Sale

moved that it be postponed until May, 1820. Lost.

Conference adjourned until three o'clock P. M.

Thursday Afternoon.

Conference met at three o'clock, according to adjourn-

ment. Bishop M'Kendree in the chair.

The report of the Committee on Slavery was taken up. Report of Com-

and the motion for postponement was considered and slavery resum"

lost. ed.

George Pickering moved for concurrence on the report. ^^ carried.

Carried.

The whole report reads thus :

—

" Tlie committee to whom was referred the business of
slavery beg leave to report, that they have taken the sub-
ject into serious consideration, and, after mature delibera-

tion, they are of opinion that, under the present existing

circumstances in relation to slavery, little can be done to

abolish a practice 'so contraiy to the principles of moral
justice. They are sorry to say that the evil appears to
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be past remedy ; and they are led to deplore the destructive

consequences which have already accrued, and are yet

likely to result therefrom.
" Your committee find that in the South and West the

civil authorities render emancipation impracticable, and,

notwithstanding they are led to fear that some of our mem-
bers are too easily contented with laws so unfriendly to

freedom, yet, nevertheless, they are constramed to admit

that to brinof about such a chanare in the civil code as would
favour the cause of liberty is not in the power of the Gen-
eral Conference. Your committee have attentively read

and seriously considered a memorial on the above subject,

presented from several persons within the bounds of the

Baltimore Annual Conference. They have also made in-

quiry into the regulations adopted and pursued by the dif-

ferent annual conferences in relation to this subject, and
they find that some of them have made no efficient rules on
the subject of slavery, thereby leaving our people to act as

they please ; while others have adopted rules and pursued
courses not a little different from each other, all pleading

the authority given them by the General Conference, ac-

cording to our present existing rule, as stated in our form
of Discipline. Your committee conclude that, in order to

be consistent and uniform, the rule should be express and
definite ; and, to bring about this uniformity, they beg leave

to submit the following resolution :—

.

"Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in

General Conference assembled, That all the recommenda-
tory part of the second division, ninth section, and first

answer of our form of Discipline, after the word ' slavery,'

be stricken out, and the following words inserted :
' There-

fore no slaveholder shall be eligible to any official station in

our Church hereafter where the laws of the state in which
he lives will admit of emancipation, and permit the liberated

slave to enjoy freedom.'
"

The second report of the Committee on the Book Con-
cern was taken up, and the first and second resolutions

were concurred in.

N. B. The first and second reports of the Book Concern
are entered here :

—

" The Committee appointed to examine into the state of

the Book Concern, after receiving such information on the

subject as they could obtain, beg leave to offer the follow-

ing report :

—

"1. It appears, from an estimate presented by the gen-

eral book-steward, which he represents as necessarily im-

perfect, that the whole amount of stock now belonging to

the Concern, in books, debts, &c., is about $147,133 94;

that, after deducting the sums due from the Concern, and

making allowances for bad debts and for damages on stock,
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tlie amount of the capital will probably be about $80,000 ;
May 23.

and that, notwithstandmg the apparent increase of the capital ^(^P^Jp^*^"
^°°'^

during four years past to the last-mentioned sum, it appears tinned,

that the Concern, owing to various causes which have been

stated to the conference, is at present somewhat embar-

I'assed.

" 2, For the purpose of placing the establishment under

better regulations, your committee propose the following-

resolutions, to be incorporated with that section of our Dis-

cipline which relates to the printing and circulating of

books :

—

"Resolved, 1. That the Book Concern be continued in

New-York.
" 2. There shall be one editor and general book-steward,

and an assistant to act under his directions, both of whom
shall be chosen from among the travelling preachers, and,

by virtue of their appointment, shall be members of the

New-York Annual Conference, to whom, in the interval of

the General Conferences, they shall be responsible for their

conduct in the book business ; and the New-York Confer-

ence shall have power, if they deem it necessary, by and

with the advice of the superintendent and Book Committee,

to remove either of them, and, in case of removal, death, or

resignation, to appoint a successor to act until the succeed-

ing General Conference.
" The following resolutions are recommended as proper

to be adopted and entered upon the Jounaal of this confer-

ence :

—

"Resolved, 1. That no higher commissions shall be given

to booksellers than are allowed to preachers, and that any-

thing to tlie contrary on the Journal of the conference

shall be expunged. ,
" 2. That each annual conference in the United States

shall be, and is hereby authorized to give away annually

of unsaleable books to any amount not exceeding $50.

"3. That, in the opinion of this conference, it is expedi-

ent for tlie managers of the Book Concern to publish more
small books and fewer large ones.

" 4. That it shall be the duty of the book-stewards to

publish an edition of Mr. Wesley's * Answer to Dr. Taylor

oa Original Sin.'

" 5. That, in the opinion of this conference, it is neces-

sary and expedient to publish a periodical work, to be en-

titled The Methodist Missionary Magazine.
" 6. That the work be issued in monthly numbers of

forty pages each, in octavo form, and twelve numbers shall

make a volume.
" 7. That it shall be the duty of each annual conference

to appoint a committee of three, who shall receive com-

munications from their brethren, and correspond with the
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May 23. editor in order to furnish him with materials proper for
]{eport on Book pubUcation.^ Concern con- ^ , • i i i i -ii iH tinned. 8. 1 our committee have been presented Avith a letter

written by Mr. Eastbm-n to Mr. Griffin, containing condi-

tions on which he proposes to offer the conference the right

\ of printing and selhng Dr. Adam Clarke's Commentaries on

the Bible ; but, being of opinion that it is not expedient to

purchase the work, and by no means to do it on the terms

proposed, they beg leave to submit the following :

—

"Resolved, That, in the judgment of this conference, it is

not advisable for our Book Concern to purchase or under-

take the sale of Dr. Clarke's Commentary.
" 9. The case of brother Henry Ryan has been repre-

sented to your committee, in which it appears that, during

the late war, while he and the preachers on his district were

travelling in Upper Canada, they were, in consequence of

the prevailing distress and scarcity, reduced to the unavoid-

able necessity of supporting themselves, in part, by means
of book-money, or of leaving the work ; that they there-

fore expended money belonging to the Book Concern to the

amount of more than $700; and that, since the war, they

have collected and refunded all that sum except $227, for

which sum brother Ryan is now responsible. Under these

circumstances it is recommended that this conference adopt

the following :

—

"Resolved, That the Book Concern shall suffer the loss

of $227, due from Henry Ryan, and that he is hereby dis-

charged from his obligation to pay it.

" Lastly, your committee recommend that this confer-

ence, if they can find it practicable, adopt, in their wisdom,

some method to obtain for themselves better security of the

pi'operty belonging to the book fund than that which they

now have."

Second report of the Committee on the Book Con-
cern.

"1. The committee, having considered the subjects on

which they were required to report, beg leave to say, that

they deem it unnecessary and improper for the agents of

the Book Concern to purchase or sell Grammars or any

other school-books, and they recommend the following reso-

lution :

—

"Resolved, That it is inexpedient for the Grammar of

Mr. SutclifF to be introduced and circulated among our

books.
" 2. On the important interests of the book fund, your

committee are of opinion that the present state of the Con-
cern is such as to render the purchase of real estate im-

practicable. They therefore recommend the following reso-

lution :

—

"Resolved, That the purchasing of a printing office, &c.,
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or any other real estate, may with propriety be postponed

until the next General Conference."

William Phoebus moved, that the word "connexion" be

expunged from our Discipline, and the words " Church,"

"community," and "itinerancy " be inserted, as the gram-

matical construction may require. Carried.

Conference proceeded to determine the salary of the

book-agent. The numbers $1,500, |1,200, $1,100, and

$l,OOo" were proposed, and the sum of $1,000 was car-

ried.

The conference proceeded to determine on the salary of

the assistant book-steward. The number $600 was pro-

posed and lost. The number $500 was proposed and car-

ried.

S. G. Roszel moved, that the expenses of the moving of

Joshua Soule's family from their present place of resi-

dence to New-York be paid out of the book fund. Car-

ried.

S. Martindale moved, that Thomas Ware be allowed

$100, to defray certain expenses. Carried.

Martin Ruter moved, that the double Hymn-Book be so

revised as to secure the copyright. Carried.

D. Ostrander moved, that it be so revised and reduced

as to put the two books into one volume. Lost.

John Emory moved, that the editor and general book-

steward, and his assistant, in conjunction with the Book

Committee at New-York, be authorized to ^estimate the

sum necessary to defray the necessary expenses of the

bishops' families, for which, agreeably to such estimate,

they shall be authorized to draw on the editor and general

book-steward. Carried.

Moved by Laban Clark, that the president appoint a

committee, with the book-agents, to revise the Discipline,

according to the Journals of the present General Confer-

ence, under the inspection of the superintendents. Car-

ried.

The number three was proposed. Carried.

William Phcebus, N. Bangs, and D. Hitt were appointed

for the purpose.

Joshua Soule moved, that we act on the old form of

Discipline until the new form is received into the annual

conferences. Carried.

The Journal of this day was read, corrected, and ap-

proved.

Moved, to reconsider the motion of M. Ruter, to revise

the Hymn-Book, &c. Carried.

D. Ostrander was about to make a motion, when confer-

ence adjourned until to-morrow, at eight o'clock A. M.

May 23.
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May 24 FKIDAY, MAY 24.

Conference met at eight o'clock, according to adjourn-

ment. Bishop M'Kendree in the chair.

A quorum 'not On cihing the list there was not a quorum.

TiiMks voted to The members present voted thanks to the superintend-
tiie superin- ents for their attention to business, &c., durinar this session
teiidents and c c

' ' o
secretary of the 01 COnierCnce.
.unferenco. "pjjg yQ^g ^f thanks was given to the secretaries for their

services.

Conference adjourned until May, 1820.

Wm. M'Kendree.
Lewis R. Fechtig, Secretary.

I
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GENERAL CONFERENCE, 1820.

MONDAY, MAY 1. Mayl.

General Confer-
ence assembled
May 1, 1820.

General Conference was opened, according to appoint-

ment, at the Eutaw church, (Baltimore,) by reading the

word of God, singing, and prayer ; after which Bishop

M'Kendree informed the conference that he would be

unable to attend regularly to the duties of his office, in

consequence of ill health, but would give all the services

he could, consistent witli his health.

Bishop George took the chair, when the delegates from Delegates called,

the different conferences were called to present their cer-

tificates, on which it appeared that the following members
were present :

—

New - York Conference—Daniel Ostrander, Henry Stead,

Nathan Bangs, Peter P. Sandford, Samuel Draper, Samuel
Merwin, Eben Smith, Freeborn Garrettson, Phineas Rice,

Joshua Soule, Elijah Woolsey, Marvin Richardson, Eben-

ezer Washburn.
New England Conference— George Pickering, Elijah

Hedding, Timothy Merritt, Martin Ruter, Joseph A. Mer-

rill, Erastus Otis, Daniel Fillmore, Solomon Sias, David

Kilburn, Oliver Beale.

Genesee Conference—Charles Giles, William Case, Marma-
duke Pierce, Henry Ryan, Abner Chase, Loring Grant,

Israel Chamberlin.

Ohio Conference—John Collins, Jacob Young, James B.

Finley, William Dixon, Alexander Cummins, Jonathan
Stamper, James Quinn, Walter Griffith.

Missouri Conference— Samuel H. Thompson, John
Scripps, Jesse W^alker.

Mississipjii Conference—Thomas Griffin, John Lane.

Tennessee Conference—James Axley, Jesse Cunningham,
Marcus Lindsey, Peter Cartwright, William Adams, Charles

Holliday.
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May 1.
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South Carolina Conference—Samuel Dunwoody, Wm. M.
Kennedy, Joseph Travis, James Norton, Lewis Myers, Dan-
iel Asbury, William Capers, James 0. Andrew, Samuel K.
Hodges.

Virginia Conference—Daniel Hall, John F. Weaver, Win.
Corapton, Peyton Anderson, James Patterson, Edward
Cannon, Ethelbert Drake, Matthew M. Dance.

Baltimore Conference—ios^^^h Frye, John Emory, Ste-

phen G. Roszel, Lewis R. Fechtig, Beverly Waugh, Nelson
Reed, Alfred Griffith, James M'Cann, Thomas Burch.

Philadelphia Conference—Ezekiel Cooper, Stephen Mar-
tindale, Lawrence M'Combs, Solomon Sharp, George "Wool-

ley, William Ryland, Thomas Ware, James Smith, Joseph
Lybrand, Andrew Monroe, Gerard Morgan, James Ridg-
way, Joshua Wells, James Bateman.

Bishop Roberts in the chair.

Brother N. Bangs nominated Alexander M'Caine to serve

as secretary to the conference, who was elected ; but not
being present, Louis R. Fechtig was elected secretary pro
tern., until brother M'Caine should take his seat.

On motion of brother Bangs, the conference took up the
"rules and orders'" of the last General Conference, for

their amendment and adoption.

It was determined that they should be read first gen-
erally, and afterward rule by rule. In reading the first

order, on motion of brother Emory, the words " mornino-
and evening" were stricken out.

On motion of brother Cooper, the word " always " was
ordered to be inserted between the words " shall be."

Second order. On motion of brother Bangs, the hours
nine, twelve, three, and six o'clock were stricken out.

On motion of brother Cooper, the blank was ordered to

be filled up with eight o'clock A. M. and ten o'clock P. M.
On reading the rules, the first, second, third, fourth, fifth,

sixth, seventh, eighth, nintl), tenth, eleventh, and twelfth
were adopted without amendment.

Thirteenth. Moved by brother M'Combs, that the rule

be amended by inserting after the word "time" the words
" except the first time, which shall not be limited." Lost.

Moved by the same, that the rule be amended by insert-

ing "except the first time," after which he shall be'allowed
half an hour. Lost.

The thirteenth rule was then adopted without amendment.
The fourteenth rule was ordered to be amended by in-

serting the word " room," after the second time the woj-d
" conference " occurs ; and was adopted.

Rules fifteenth, sixteenth, seventeenth, eighteenth, nine-

teenth, twentieth, twenty-first, twenty-second, twenty-third,

twenth-fourth, twenty-fifth, and twenty-sixth were adopted
without amendment.
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Twenty-seventh rule. Moved, that it be amended by Mayi.

adding the words, " without debate." Carried, and the

rule was then adopted.

Rule twenty-eighth was adopted without amendment.
Twenty-ninth rule. Moved by brother Cooper, to amend

it by striking out the Avord " otherwise," and inserting the

word " so " between the words " shall direct." Carried.

Moved by brother Emor)', that all the rule after the

words " and shall " be struck out, and filled up with the

words "be disposed of as the conference may direct."

Carried.

Brother Cooper proposed another amendment, which he
withdrew to prepare the way for a different one ; when, on
motion of brother Ruter, the further consideration of the

rules was postponed until it should be determined where
the conference should meet in future.

Moved by brother Emory, that a committee be appointed Place of meet

to look for a more central situation, and report to this con- "'°*

ference. Lost.

Moved by brother Ruter, that the conference meet to-

morrow morning at Light-street. Lost.

Resolved, That there be preaching at the Light-street Services at

church every day at three o'clock during the session of

the conference, and in all the houses in the city and Point

at candle-light.

Resolved, That the presiding elder of the Baltimore Dis-

trict, and the preachers in charge in the city and Point, be

a committee to superintend the appointments of the

preachers.

Moved by brother Merwin to adjourn, and sit again at

half-past three ; which motion was lost.

The conference then adjourned until to-morrow morning,

eisfht o'clock.

Light-street.

Committeo
superintend ap-
pointments.

TUESDAY, MAY 2. May 2.

Certificates pre-

sented.

Conference met at eight o'clock, and was opened by read-

ing a portion of God's word, singing, and prayer.

The minutes of yesterday being read by brother L. Fech-

tig, secretary pro tem., the certificates of those members
which had not been presented yesterday were presented

this morning, viz. : James Smith and James Ridgway, of

the Philadelphia Conference; Joshua Wells and Gerard
Morgan, of the Baltimore Conference ; and Andrew Mon-
roe, of the Tennessee Conference.

Alexander M'Caine, who was elected secretary yesterday, Secretary,

being present this morning, was called to the desk.

The twenty-ninth rule was read, and the amendments Euies.

proposed yesterday being under consideration, it was moved
by brother Bangs, and seconded by brother , that the

12
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Rules.

May 2. further consideration of the rule be postponed till brothei

Amendment of Cooper shall have prepared his amendment. Can'ied.

To the thirty-second rule the following amendment was

proposed by brother Emory: "And the conference shall

take such order, to require their attendance, as may be

judged proper." The amendment was lost.

The question was then taken on the original rule, with-

out amendment, and carried.

Brother Cooper now brought forward his amendment to

the twenty-ninth rule, which amendment was in the follow-

ing words : Between the words " contents thereof " and the

words " shall be disposed of," be introduced the words

"being made by the introducer, they," (fee. The question

was taken on the amendment and carried.

The rule -was then adopted as amended.

Moved by brother Merwin, that the thirty-third, thirty-

fourth, thirty-fifth, and thirty-sixth rules, under the head
" of the committee of the whole conference," be stricken

out, but was afterward withdrawn by the mover.

Moved by the same brother, that the thirty-third rule,

the first under the head of the committee of the Avhole con-

ference, be rescinded. Lost. ,

It was then moved to adopt the said rule. Adopted.

The thirty-fourth and thirty-fifth rules were also adopted.

The thirty-sixth rule being read, it was moved by brother

Cooper, and seconded by brother Capers, that at the end

of the rule be added, " excepting the rule which Mmits the

term of speaking to fifteen minutes." Lost.

The rule was then adopted.

The thirty-seventh, thirty-eighth, thirty-ninth, and forti-

eth rules were adopted without amendment.
It was then moved that the rules, as amended, be

adopted. Carried.

Moved by brother Roszel, that one hundred copies of

the rules, as amended, be printed for the use of the mem-
bers of this conference. Carried.

Moved by brother Emory, that a like number of copies of

the list of names of the preachers composing this General

Conference, their places of residence, and the conferences

from which they came, be also printed. Carried.

Moved by brother Bangs, that a committee be appointed

to superintend the printing of the same. Carried.

The committee who give the preachers their appoint-

ments was directed to attend to the same.

Moved hy brother Ruter, and seconded by brother

and James Smith, that the secretary be directed to address a

letter to brother Black and brother Jones, inviting them,

whenever they think proper, to take a seat with us as

spectators ; and also that the travelling elders in this city

be permitted the same privilege.

Piiutin;

rules.
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A division of the above vras called for.

Moved by brother Emory, and seconded by brother

Soide, that the above motion lie on the table. Car-

ried.

Moved, that the local preachers in this station be per-

mitted to take their seats with us as specUxtors. Signed,

T. Burch, N. Bangs.

The above motion was withdrawn, to make room for the

following :

—

Moved, that the travelhng and local preachers present

in the city of Baltimore be permitted to take seats, as spec-

tators, during the session of General Conference, except

when the conference shall see it necessary to have closed

doors. Signed, E. Drake, L. M'Combs.
After much debate on the above motion, it was moved

by brother Ridgway, and seconded by , that it be
indefinitely postponed. Lost.

The vote was then taken on the previous question. Car-

ried.

The main question was next put, and canied.

Information was given by Bishop Roberts that he had a

communication, in writing, from Bishop M'Kendree, the

reading of which was called for by the conference. It was
accordingly read.

Bishop George made an oral communication respecting

the work of God in Canada.

Bishop Roberts also offered some remarks on various

parts of the Discipline and economy of our Church.

The following resolutions were submitted by brother

Roszel, and seconded by brother D. Hall :

—

Resolved, 1. That so much of Bishop M'Kendree's ad-^

dress as refers to the episcopacy be referred to a com-
mittee, and that they report to the conference on the same.

Carried.

Moved, that the committee consist of eleven members,
and that one preacher from each annual conference be cm

the same. Carried.

Moved, that the delegates from each annual conference

elect one of their delegation to compose the committee on

the subject of the episcopacy. Signed, J. Emory, S. G.

Roszel. Carried.

Resolved, 2. That so much of Bishop M'Kendree's ad-

dress and Bishop Roberts' communication as refers to the

local preachers be referred to a committee, and that they

report on the same. Carried.

It was resolved that the committee consist of five mem-
bers.

Resolved, 3. That so much of Bishop M'Kendree's ad-

dress as refei-s to our children, and the children of our

hearers, and the utility of having a doctrinal catechism, be

May 2.
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referred to a committee, and that they report on the same.

Carried.

A committee of five was directed to be appointed.

Resolved, 4. That so much of Bishop M'Kendree's ad-

dress as refers to the subject of slavery be referred to a

committee, and that they report on the same. Carried.

It was moved and seconded that a committee of eleven

be appointed, and that there be on it one from each con-

ference. Carried.

Resolved, 5. That so much of Bishop M'Kendi-ee's ad-

dress as refers to the missions among the Indians, or other

nations, be referred to a committee, and that they report on

the same.

A committee of five was directed to be appointed.

Resolved, 6. That so much of Bishop M'Kendree's ad-

di'ess as refers to the rule on the subject of spirituous

liquors be referred to a committee, and that they report on

the same. Gamed.
A committee of five was directed to be appointed.

At one o'clock, the hour of adjoiu-nment, it was voted

that the conference sit half an hour longer. Carried.

Resolved, 1. That the business of the Canadas, as com-
municated by Bishop George, be referred to a committee,

and that they report on the same. Carried.

A committee of five was directed to be appointed.

Resolved, 8, by brothers S. G. Roszel and B. Waugh,
That so much of Bishop M'Kendree's address as has refer-

ence to our houses of worship be referred to a select com-
mittee, and that they report on the same. Carried.

A committee of five was directed to be appointed.

Resolved, 9. That so much of the communication of

Bishop Roberts as relates to the subject of the location of

the travelling preachers, without their consent, by an an-

nual conference, be referred to a select committee, and that

they report on the same.

Moved and seconded, that the above resolutions lie on

th& table. Carried.

Resolved, 10. That so much of Bishop M'Kendree's ad-

dress as relates to the boundaries of the annual conferences

be referred to a select committee. Carried. Signed, D.
Ostrander, S. G. Roszel.

A committee of eleven members, one from each confer-

ence, was then directed to be appointed.

Resolved, That we forthwith proceed to elect the com-
mittee on the subject of the episcopacy. Carried.

Announcing the ballots, the following members were de-

clared elected : Daniel Ostrander, Elijah Hedding, William

Case, James Quinn, J. Walker, M. Lindsey, J. Lane, L.

Myers, E. Cannon, J. Emory, T. Ware.
The conference then closed with prayer.
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WEDN1ESDA7, MAY 3.

After the exercises of reading a portion of Scripture,

singing, and prayer, the roll was called, and the Journal of

yesterday being read and corrected, Bishop Roberts stated

that Bishop M'Kendree's indisposition prevented his at-

tendance.

Brother James Bateman presented his certificate and

took his seat.

As soon as the Journals were read, the president, Bishop

George, according to the eighth rule, called for the peti-

tions and papers concerning any business belonging to the

General Conference, beginning with New-York.
A report (No. 1) was submitted by brother Bangs,

chairman of the committee who drew up said report, which

was read.

It was moved and seconded that the report lie on the

table. Carried.

A report (No. 2) was also presented by brother Bangs,

signed by Wm. Thacher, Joseph Crawford, and Billy Hib-

bard, which was also ordered to be laid on the table.

Moved, that the reading of the petition (No. 3) presented

by a brother from the Genesee Conference, praying that

a certain circuit be attached to the Baltimore Conference,

be dispensed with, and that the petition be referred to the

Committee on the Boundaries of the Conference. Car-

ried.

Addresses from the Canada District being presented, it

was moved and seconded that one address from each of

the Canada Districts be read. Carried.

One address was then read by brother Case, and another

by brother Ryan.

Moved and seconded, that the above documents, with

such others as the brethren possess, be reported to the

committee on the Canada business. Carried.

Brother Finley stated that there was some documents

from the Ohio Conference, but as he did not think they

would be called for this morning, he is not prepared to

submit them.

A document from the official members of our Church in

this city, in leaders' meeting assembled, was presented by
brother Burch, the reading of which was called for. It

was accordingly read, and a motion submitted to the con-

ference by brother Bangs, seconded by brother Roszel.

Resolved, 1. That so much of said documents as relates to

a revision of our Discipline, respecting the trial of members,
(kc, be referred to a select committee. Carried.

This committee is to consist of five.

Resolved, 2. That so much of the memorial from the gffi-

cial meeting in Baltimore, as refers to our children, be re-
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ferred to the committee to be appointed on that subject.

Carried.

Resolved, 3. That so much of the memorial aforesaid as

refers to the local preachers be referred to the committee

on that subject. Carried.

Resolved, 4. That so much of the memorial as relates to the

subject of dress be referred to the committee appointed on so

much of said memorial as relates to a revision of the Discipline

on the trial of members, &c. Signed, W. Capers, N. Bangs.

The following are the names of members composing com-
mittees on the different subjects referred to in the com-
munications of the bishops :—

1. The Episcopal Committee, viz. : Daniel Ostrander,

Elijah Hedding, William Case, James Quinn, Jesse Walker,

Marcus Lindsey, John Lane, Lewis Myers, Edward Can-
non, John Emory, Thomas Ware.

2. A committee to take into consideration the business

of local preachers, viz. : Martin Ruter, William Capers,

Samuel Merwin, Lawrence M'Combs, James Smith.

3. A committee to take into consideration that pai-t of

Bishop M'Kendree's address for the better instruction of

the Methodist children, viz. : Wm. M. Kennedy, Beverly

Waugh, Thomas Burch, Ethelbert Drake.

4. A committee to take into consideration that part of

Bishop M'Kendree's address relative to slavery, viz. : Eze-

kiel Cooper, Freeborn Garrcttson, George Pickering, Charles

Giles, Samuel H. Thompson, WiUiam Adams, Thomas
Griffin, James Norton, Peyton Anderson, Joshua Wells,

Alexander Cummins.
5. A committee to take into consideration so much of

Bishop M'Kendree's address as relates to missions, viz. :

William Ryland, John Collins, Joseph Travis, John Emory,
Eben Smith.

6. A committee to take into consideration so much of

Bishop M'Kendree's address as relates to spirituous liquors,

viz. : Nelson Reed, Erastus Otis, James B. Finley, Samuel
Dunwoody, Henry Ryan.

1. A committee to take into consideration the Canada
business, viz. : Nathan Bangs, Joshua Soule, Joseph A.

Merrill, Timothy Merritt, Joseph Frye.

8. A committee to take into consideration so much of

Bishop M'Kendree's address as relates to houses of wor-
ship, viz. : Stephen G. Roszel, James Ridgway, Peter P.

Sandford, Oliver Beale, Loring Grant.

9. A committee to take into consideration so much of

Bishop M'Kendree's address as relates to the boundary
lines of the conferences, viz. : Alfred Griffith, Solomon
Sharp, Ebenezer Washburn, David Kilburn, Marmaduke
Pierce, Jacob Young, John Scripps, Charles Holliday, John

Lane, Daniel Asbury, James Patterson.
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Near eleven o'clock Bishop Roberts took the chair.

Resolved, ifec. That so much of Bishop M'Kendree's ad-

dress as relates to the life of the late Bishop Asbury be
referred to a select committee. Qarfied.

It was then moved and seconded, that the said committee
consist of five. Carried.

Resolved, &c., That a committee be appointed to take

into consideration the state of our Book Concern, together

with any further regulations which may be deemed advis-

able for the improvement thereof, and to report thereon.

Carried.

Resolved, That the committee consist of seven.

Resolved, &c., That the Committee on Slavery be in-

structed to inquire into the expediency of expressing our
approbation of the " American Society for Colonizing the

Free People of Colour of the United States," and of recom-
mending the same. Carried.

Resolved, «&c., That so much of the address of Bishop
j^I'Kendree as relates to the admission of candidates into

the travelling and local ministry, and so much of the Balti-

more memorial as relates to the same subject, be referred

to the Committee on Local Preachers. Carried.

Resolved, 6ic., That a committee be appointed to inquire

into the expediency of digesting and recommending the out-

line of a plan for the institution of schools or seminaries of

learning, within the bounds, and under the direction of the

several annual conferences, or otherwise, as may be judged
most advisable. Carried.

Resolved, That the committee consist of seven.

Moved and seconded, that the report of the Book Com-
mittee, from New-York, be now taken up. Carried.

On which it was .moved by brother Ridgway, and se-

conded by brother T. Ware, that the report of the Book
Committee of New-York be referred to the Book Com-
mittee. Lost.

Moved by brother Ostrander, and seconded by brother
Soule, that the report of the Book Committee of New-York
be refeiTcd to a select committee of this conference. Car-
ried. And a committee of five were directed to be appointed.

The motion submitted yesterday by brother Ruter, re-

specting a letter of invitation to be addressed to brothers

Black and Jones, was now called up, and was amended by
adding the words " of the British connexion " after their

names ; and was further amended by substituting the Avord
"visitors" in lieu of the word " spectators."

It was moved to amend the resolution further by strik-

ing out the name of brother Jones. Lost.

Moved and seconded, that the words " whenever they
think proper," of the original motion, be stricken out.

Carried.
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Moved and seconded, that it be adopted as amended.
Carried.

Moved and seconded, that the second part of the original

motion, which relates to the travelling elders in the city, &c.,

be erased from the Journals. Carried.

Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be
instructed to take into consideration the expediency of es-

tablishing a brancli of the book business in the West, as also

to inquire into the expediency of vesting part of our funds
in land in the western country, and report on the same.
Signed, J. B. Finley, J. Lane.

A division being called for, the former part of the reso-

lution was read and passed. The latter part was then read
and passed.

Resolved, That numbers of the address of Bishop M'Ken-
dree be printed, that the various committees may have a

copy thereof.

The foregoing resolution was proposed to be amended
by adding " provided it meets with the approbation of the

bishops," which amendment was accepted by the mover.
Carried.

Different numbers were proposed to fill up the blank, as

two hundred and fifty, one hundred and fifty, and one hun-
dred ; when, on motion, it was resolved that one hundred
copies be piinted. Carried.

It was moved and seconded, that the above be referred

to the committee appointed to superintend the printing of

the rules. Carried.

Moved and seconded, that brother Soule be added to

the above committee. Carried.

Moved and seconded, that this conference authorize the

secretary to purchase a new conference trunk. Carried.

Notice was given by brother Sias, that to-morrow morn-
ing he intends to bring forward a motion to amend the

ninth article of our rules by inserting the words " read
and " between the words " being " and " disposed."

It was announced from the chair that brother W. Case
wished to be excused from serving on the Committee on the

Episcopacy.

It was moved and seconded that he be excused. Lost.

Conference closed with prayer.

May 4.

Papers and peti-

tions called for.

THUESDAY, MAY 4.

Bishops George and Roberts were present. Bishop
George in the chair. After reading, singing, and prayer,

the roll was called, and the Minutes of yesterday were read

and corrected.

The papers and petitions belonging to the General Con-
ference were called for, according to the eighth rule.
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Pamphlet from
the Tennessee
Conference on
Slavery. . -

Brother J. B. Finley submitted a petition from various May 4.

quarterly meeting conferences in the Ohio Conference,
^ohio**"

^°™

which was read.

It was moved and seconded that the same lie on the table

till a similar document from the New-York Conference be

taken up. Carried.

A printed pamphlet, from the Tennessee Conference,

was announced by Bishop George to be in his possession.

It was moved to refer it to the Committee on Slavery.

Withdrawn by the mover.

Moved and seconded, that the document be read. Car-

lied.

The reading of the document being called for and ob-

jected to, the vote was taken without debate, and car-

ried.

During the course of reading, it was moved and seconded

that the reading of the appendix be dispensed with.

It was then moved and seconded, that the motion be
amended by adding, " that the further reading of the pam-
phlet be dispensed with." Carried.

Moved and seconded, that the above be referred to the

Committee on the subject of Slavery. Canied.

Bishop George stated that a document of similar nature,

from the local preachers in Tennessee, was in his posses-

sion ; which, on motion, was refeiTed to the Committee on
Slavery.

A communication from the Baltimore Conference was
handed to the chair by brother Fechtig, the consideration

of which was postponed until to-morrow.

An appeal from Morris Howe was announced by Bishop

George. It was moved and seconded, that it lie on the

table until appeal cases be taken up. Carried.

A communication from the Mite Society of Philadelphia

was, on motion of brother Bangs, referred to the Committee
on Missions.

A communication from the Charter Fimd was presented,

the reading of which was called for. The document being

read, it was moved and seconded, that the vacancies occa-

sioned by the death of Thomas Haskins and Jacob Baker
be now filled up from the nomination made by the trustees

of the Charter Fund. Carried.

The persons nominated were, Alexander Cook, George
Ireland, James Donley, and John M'Curdy.
On counting the votes, Alexander Cook and James

Donley were declared duly elected.

The exhibit of the state of the Charter Fund was, on Charter Fnnd

motion, refeiTed to the Committee on the Book Concern.

Moved and seconded, that a verbal communication made
by brother Weaver respecting the bequest of Jc?se Lee,

deceased, be referred to the same committee. Carried.

Referred to the
Committee on
Slavery.

Document from
local preachers
of Tennessee.

Communication
from Baltimore
Conference.

Morris Howe's

Communication
of brother
Weaver.
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May 4
Publication of a
tune-book.

Committee ou
the Institution

of Schools.

Committee on
the report of

Book Com-
mittee.

Constitution of
Missionary and
Bible Society.

Committee on
Band Rules.

Communication
on Mr. As-
bury's will

Article on dress
referred to

committee.

Committee on
Eights and
Privilesres.

Resolved, &c., That the Committee on the Book Concern

be instructed to inquire into the expediency of adopting

measures for the compilation and pubhcation of a tune-book

which may be recommended to our societies and congrega-

tions at large. Carried.

At ten o'clock Bishop Roberts took the chair, and read

the names of certain persons appointed on committees, as

follows :

—

A committee to inquire into the expediency of digesting

and recommending the outline of a plan for the institution

of schools, and to consist of sev'en, viz. : Nathan Bangs,

Henry Stead, Jonathan Stamper, Daniel Fillmore, Stephen
Martindale, James Bateman, John T. Weaver.

A committee on the report of the Book Committee con-

cerning the Hymn-Book, to consist of five, viz. : S. G. Ros-

zel, Lewis Myers, James B. Finley, Gerard Morgan, Satn-

uel Draper.

Moved by brother Bangs, and seconded by brother Mer-
win, that the constitution and report, &c., of the Missionar}-

and Bible Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church be
committed to the Committee on Missions, to consider and
report thereon. Carried.

Moved and seconded, that the Book Committee inquire

whether there are no papers to be collected, the works of

our former worthy Bishop Whatcoat; and that they take

those papers, if any, into consideration, and report on the

same. Signed, D. Hall, N. Bangs. Carried.

Moved by brother Merritt, and seconded by brother Beale,

that a committee be appointed to revise the Band Rules,

and to report on the same. Carried.

A committee, to consist of three, was directed to be ap-

pointed.

Information was given by brother Soule, that a com-
munication from brotlier Henry Boehm, in relation to Mr.
Asbury's last will and testament, was received by him.

Resolved, That the article on dress be referred to the

committee to whom was referred so much of the memorial
from Baltimore as relates to said subject. Signed, W. Ca-
pers, S. Merwin. Carried.

Moved by brother T. Griffin, and seconded by J. Travis,

that the committee appointed to take into consideration the

revision of our Discipline do say what shall be the disap-

probation to Methodist preachers who form connexions, or

marry women belonging to no religious society. The above
was withdrawn by the mover.

Moved b)'' brother Capers, and seconded by brother

Travis, that there be appointed a committee on rights and
privileges, and that said committee consist of . Car-

ried.

The blank was ordered to be filled up with five.
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Moved by brother Bangs, and seconded by brother Mer- May 4.

Tviu, that a committee be appointed to revise the DiscipHne, revise Disci-

so as to make the diflferent parts of it harmonize with each p"i«-

other, and that said committee present their i-evised copy
to the next General Conference.

It was moved and seconded, that the above resolution

lie on the table. The motion to lie on the table was with-

drawn.

The original motion was amended, with the consent of

the mover, by making it read, after the words " and. that,"

(fee, " they report thereon, as soon as practicable, to this

General Conference." Carried.

Moved and seconded, that a committee of five be ap-

pointed. Carried.

Resolved, That the committee appointed to take into "^^ "^ °^^^-

consideration that article of our Discipline respecting the

trial of members take into consideration the propriety of

making provision by which a member of another society at

ft distance, travelling for his health or on business, and who
may continue for an indefinite time in any circuit or station,

without attaching himself to the Church, and in which time

may be guilty of such conduct or immorality as would sub-

ject a member, in those circuits or stations, to a trial, may
be tliere brought to trial. Signed, S. G. Roszel, E. Can-

non. Lost.

Moved by brother Ostrander, and seconded by brother *^^,*°p**^^'*""

Merritt, that the words " by the baptism of thy well-beloved

Son, Jesus Christ, in the river Jordan," be stricken out of

the form of baptism of infants, and that the words " by the

institution of thy well-beloved Son " be inserted in their

stead.

Moved, &c., that the above lie on the table. Carried.

Moved by brother GrifiSn, and seconded by brother

Travis, that the committee appointed to revise that part of

our Discipline relative to the trial of members do take into

consideration to say what shall be done with those Method-
ist preachers who marry women belonging to no religious

society.

Moved and seconded, that the above motion be amended
by striking out " belonging to no religious society," and the

words be inserted "who have not the form, and who are

not seeking the power of godliness." Signed, J. Cham-
berlin, L. Grant. Carried.

The question was then taken on the motion as amended,
and carried.

Moved by brother Sias, and seconded by brother Red-
ding, that the second and third answers to the second ques-

tion on marriage be stricken from the form of Discipline.

Also the last of the section, " and even in a doubtful case,"

&C. Moved, tliat the same lie on the table. Carried.

pllne.

Change of Diici-.

pline.
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May 4. Moved by brother Roszel, and seconded by brother Can-
Rule as to mo- non, that whenever a motion is presented to the conference

change of Die- to Strike out aixy part of our rules contained in the Disci-
cipHne. pline, the mover shall give one day's previous notice, and

that the same order be attended to in motions for any

amendment of our rules.

The above was withdrawn to make room for the follow-

ing :—
Moved, that no motion to alter or abolish any rule, at

present contained in the Discipline, shall be decided on the

day on which it is made, unless it be on the last day of the

conference. Signed, S. G. Roszel, J. Emory.
A motion was made and seconded, that the resolution

lie on the table ; but before the question was taken, a mo-
tion for adjournment was made and carried.

May 6. FKIDAY, MAY 5.

Document from
the Ohio Con-
ference.

Letter from bro'

ther Colbert.

Memorial, No. 8.

Met, agreeably to adjournment, and opened conference

according to rule. Bishop George in the chair. The roll

was called, after which the Journal of yesterday was read

and corrected.

A call was made for papers. One was presented from

the Ohio Conference, (No. 6,) petitioning for a new confer-

ence. Referred to the Committee on the Boundaries of

the Conferences.

A letter from brother Colbert (marked No. 1) was com-

mitted to the Book Committee.

A memorial (No. 8) was received from the official charac-

ters of Philadelphia, relating to the revision of the Discipline.

Moved and seconded, that this document lie on the table.

Carried.

The unfinished business of yesterday was called up, and

the Journal being read, the question on the main question

being put, it was lost.

Life of Bishop Moved, that the secretary of the Baltimore Conference

be directed to lay before the Committee on the Life of

Bishop Asbury the proceeding of that conference on that

subject. Signed, J. Emory, L. K. Fechtig. Carried.

Moved and seconded, that appeals now be taken up.

Carried.

Moved and seconded, that the appeal of Morris Howe be

taken up first. Carried.

The address to the conference being read, it was moved
and seconded that the appeal of Morris Howe be referred

to the Committee on Rights and Privileges. Signed, B.

Waugh, T, Ware.

Before a vote was taken on the motion, it was moved
and seconded that the consideration of the same be post-

poned until to-morrow. Lost.

Appeals.

Appeal ofMorris
Howe.
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The question was taken on the first motion and lost.

Moved and seconded, that the further consideration of

this subject be postponed until the documents relating to

the case be brought before the conference. Carried.

Resolved, &c., That the Committee on Rights and Privi-

leges be instructed to inquire into the constitutionality of

the location of travelling ministers without their consent by

an annual conference, and that they report to the confer-

ence. Signed, B. Waugh, T. Merritt. Carried.

The names of the brethren composing the committee, di-

rected to be appointed yesterday, were announced.

The appeal of William Houston (No. 9) from the decision

of the Baltimore Annual Conference was read, and it was
moved and seconded that it be referred to the Committee

on Rights and Privileges. Lost.

It was moved and seconded, that the further considera-

tion of the appeal of brother Houston be deferred until the

report of the Committee on Rights and Privileges on that

subject is received. Lost.

At a quarter past ten Bishop Roberts took the chair.

Moved, &c., that we reconsider our vote on brother

Houston's business. Referred to the Committee on Rights

and Privileges.

The previous question being called for. Shall the main

question now be put? it was carried.

The motion for reconsideration was then put and lost.

It was moved and seconded to lay the papers relating to

brother Houston's case on the table. Carried.

Resolved, That the Committee on Rights, &c., be dis-

charged from considering the question of constitutionality

referred to them, and that the same be now taken up in

conference. Signed, D. Ostrander, N. Bangs.

A division of the question being called for, it was carried,

and the Committee on Rights, <fec., were accordingly dis-

charged from the considei'ation of the question of constitu-

tionality referred to them.

The latter part of the former motion being under consid-

eration, it was moved to amend it by striking out the same

and substituting the following: "and that the appeal of Wm.
Houston be now taken up ;" which, being accepted by the

mover, the question was taken on it, as amended, and car-

ried.

The papers relating to Wm. Houston's appeal were again

read, as well as extracts from the Journals of the Baltimore

Annual Conference. In the course of debate the following

resolution was submitted, signed by Wm. Capers and E.

Cooper :

—

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in

General Conference assembled. That they do decidedly

disapprove the act of the Baltimore Annual Conference, by

May 5.

Appeal
poued.

post-

Location oftrav-
elling minis-
ters.

Appeal of Wm.
Houston.

Referred to the
Committee on
Eights anri

Privlleses.

Committee dis-

charged.

Appeal of Hous-
ton taken up.

Papers read.

Resolution on
the subject
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"which Wm. Houston, an infirm travelling preacher of said

conference, was located against his will, no charge of im-
morality nor other ground of censure against Wm. Hous-
ton having been prefei-red against him, or in any wise pre-
tended.

It was moved and seconded to amend the motion by
erasing " decidedly disapprove " and inserting the word
" reverse," which was accepted by the mover.
An adjournment was called for, and carried, before any

vote was taken on the question.

May 6.

Document from
a printing office

in Ii'ew-Tork.

Petition from
brother Prin-
dell.

Referred to
Committee on
Book Business.

Letter from
Michael Burge.

Report from
Committee on
Houses ofWor-
ship.

Report of Com-
mittee on the
Work 6f God
in Canada.

SATUKDAY, MAY 6.

j\Iet at the usual hour, and opened conference in the

ordinary way. Bishop George in the chair, after which the
Journal was read and corrected.

After the appointments for preaching the ne.^t Sabbath
were read, a call for papers was made, beginning with
New-York Conference.

Brother Merwin presented one (No. 10) from a printing

estabhshment in New-York, which being read, it was moved
and seconded that it be referred to the Book Committee.
Carried.

A petition from brother Prindell, (No. 11,) praying to

be e.\erapted from the payment of a certain sum of money
due the Book Concern, being read, it was resolved that
the application of brother Prindell for relief from a debt
said to be due to the Book Concern be referred to the dele-

gates from the Genesee Conference, as a committee, to re-

port thereon. This motion was withdrawn. Signed, E.
Cooper, T. Ware.
Moved and seconded, that the same be referred to the

committee on the book business. Carried.

A letter was offered by brother Grant from Michael
Burge, who was expelled by the connexion from the Gene-
see Conference.

It was moved and seconded, that it be read ; but, being
considered a private communication, it was moved, &c., to

refer the same to the Committee on Rights and Privileges.

Carried.

A report (No. 12) from the committee to whom was re-

ferred " so much of Bishop M'Kendree's address as relates

to our houses of worship " was read.

It was moved and seconded, that the report be laid on
the table. Carried.

A report (No. 13) from the committee to whom was re-

ferred " brother George's communication on the work of

God in Canada " being read by brother Bangs, the chair-

man of said committee, it was moved and seconded that

the same lie on the table.
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It was amended, with the consent of the mover, that it

be made the order of the day for Tuesday next.

A division of the question being called for, the vote on

the former part was taken, and was carried.

The latter part was then submitted, and the vote being

taken was lost.

The chair was taken by Bishop Roberts a few minutes

after ten o'clock.

The unfinished business of yesterday being called up,

brother Houston's case was taken into consideration. It

was moved, &c., that the resolution be indefinitely post-

poned. It was withdrawn by the mover.

It was moved further to amend the original resolution

by adding thereto " as appears from the Journal of said

conference, and the letter addressed to the said Wm. Hous-

ton ;" which amendment, being admitted by the mover, was

accordingly adopted.

It was moved, «fec., to amend the resolution by striking

out "against his will," after the word located. Signed, J.

Wells. Brother Wells witluirew his amendment.

It was moved, etc., that the word " infirm" be stricken

out. The motion to strike out was withdrawn.

Moved, &c., to strike out the whole of the resolution

after the words " his will." Withdrawn.

The pre^^ous question was called for. It was asked,
•' Shall the main question now be put ?" Lost.

Brother Roszel, in defending the act of the Baltimore

Annual Conference in locating iDrother Houston, had spoken

his fifteen minutes ; but, by the consent of the conference,

was permitted to proceed.

The vote being called for, much debate took place, and,

before the question was put, the previous question being

called for, it was asked, " Shall the main question now be

put ?" It was voted in the affirmative.

A division of the question being called for, it vras decided

by the chair that the resolution was indivisible.

It was then moved and seconded, that the present ses-

sion be continued until this resolution be decided on. Car-

ried.

The question was now put, and carried—forty-nine to

twenty-seven.

The names of the membere of the Committee to revise

the Band Rules were read from the chair.

Conference closed with prayer.

191

Msy 6

Unfinished hwn-
ness called up.

Houston's case.

t
Session prolong-
ed.

Committee
Band Rules.

MONDAY, MAY 8.

Conference met at the usual hour, and was opened by

reading, singing, and prayer. Bishop George was present,

and took the chair.

May P.
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May 8.

Document from
Missionary and
Bible Society.

Papers from the
Ohio Confer-
ence on Burke's
Case.

Case of Morris
Howe taken
up.

I

Tliomas Maaon
assistant secre-

tary.

Appeal of
M'Caine.

irCaine's state-

ment

The roll was called, and the Journals were read and cor-

rected.

A call was made on the respective conferences for their

papers. One was presented by brother Bangs, (marked
No. 14,) from the Missionary and Bible Society of the

Methodist Episcopal Church in America.

Moved and seconded, that the above address be referred

to the Committee on Missions. Carried.

A statement was made by brother Quinn, of the Ohio
Conference, that he held in his hand a bundle of papers

(marked No. 15) respecting the case of Wm. Burke, of said

conference.

Moved and seconded, that the above papers be laid on
the table. Carried.

Moved and seconded, that the report of the Committee
on Meeting-houses be now taken up. Withdrawn.

Moved, &c., that the case of Morris Howe be taken up.

Signed, N. Bangs, S. Merwin. Carried.

The papers were then read. A debate took place on a

point of order, which was submitted to the chair. The
president gave no opinion on the subject, but wished the

case to be argued, considering it a similar case to brother

Houston's.

The following resolution was submitted :

—

Besohed, by the delegates of the annual conferences in

General Conference assembled. That the decision of the

Baltimore Annual Conference, by which Morris Howe was
located without his request, ought to be, and the same is

hereby reversed. Signed, D. Ostrander, J. Soule.

It was moved to amend the resolution by adding, "no
sufficient reason therefor appearing on the records in the

said case." Signed, J. Emory, P. P. Sandford.

About half-past ten o'clock Bishop Roberts took the

chair.

The amendment being under consideration and debate,

the previous question was called for. It was decided by
the chair to be out of order.

The question was taken on the amendment and carried.

Moved and seconded, to postpone the further considera-

tion of the case of Morris Howe until to-morrow. Signed,

S. G. Roszel, T. Burch. Carried.

Resolved, &c., That brother Thomas Mason be appoint-

ed to assist brother M'Caine in the secretary's business of

this conference. Signed, Wm. R. Kennedy, E. Cooper.
Carried.

Moved and seconded, that the appeal of brother M'Caine
be now taken up. Carried.

Brother M'Caine stated that he believed he stood charged,

on the Journal of the Philadelphia Annual Conference, of

having sought evil against Mary Elliott, to her injury, and
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of having strove to deprive her of membership without a Mays.

trial ; which charge he denied, and called on the members
of the Philadelphia Conference to establish said charge.

On the Journal of the Philadelphia Annual Conference

it appeared that he had been found guilty by the Phila-

delphia Annual Conference,

1. Of having sought evil against Mary Elliott, to her in- Charges

jury;

2. Of having endeavoured to deprive said Mary Elliott

of her membership coutrary to Discipline.

The reading of the documents on which the Philadelphia

Conference acted was commenced, but before they were

gotten through the hour for adjournment arrived.

Adjourned at one o'clock.

ferred.

TUESDAY, MAY 9. Slay 9.

-<?

Conference met at eight o'clock, according to rule, and
was opened by the prescribed exercises of reading, singing,

and prayer. Bishop George took the chair, on which the

roll was called, and the Journal of yesterday was read and
corrected.

The usual call was made on the conference for papers,

but none were presented.

The reports from standing and select committees were Keport of Com

called for, when brother Cooper, chairman of the committee
appointed to take into consideration the subject of Slavery,

reported (No. 16) on the same; which, when read, it was
moved and seconded that it be laid on the table. Carried.

The printed pamphlet from the Tennessee Conference,

and manuscript document from the local preachers of the

same conference, on the subject of slavery, which had been
put into the possession of the chairman of the Committee
on the Subject of Slavery, were returned by him this morn-
ing and laid on the table.

The order of the day was called for, which was the case

of brother Alexander M'Caine, on which Bishop George ad-

dressed the conference.

It was moved and seconded, that the documents ia the
case be read. Withdrawn.

Brother M'Caine was then called on to speak in his own
defence, wliich he did, stating the reason of his appeal.

It was moved and seconded, that the decision of the
Philadelphia Conference, in the case of brother Alexander
M'Caine, be reversed. Signed, S. Merwin, S. G. Roszel.
The reading of documents was called for, and a letter

from Mrs. Vanschoick was read, with several other docu-
ments.

About half-past ten o'clock Bishop Roberts took the

chair.
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May 9.

M'Caine makes
liis defence.

The readinjr of documents was continued until the testi-

mony on behalf of the Philadelphia Conference was closed.

Brother M'Caine then rose and proceeded to make his

defence.

A notice was read that to-morrow a motion would be

made to alter the rule of the General Conference respect-

ing the time of meeting and adjournment, so as to admit of

two sessions in the day.

Adjourned at one o'clock.

May 10.

r>eport of the
Committee on
the Episco-
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table.

Report from the
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action of the
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Conference on
the case.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 10.

Conference met at the usual hour, and was opened with

the usual exercises. Bishop M'Kendree and Bishop George

were present. Bishop George took the chair.

The roll being called, the Journals of yesterday were

read and corrected.

The papers of the several annual conferences were called

for. None were presented.

The reports of the standing committees were called for,

Avhen one (No. 17) was announced by brother John Emory,

from the Committee on the Episcopacy, the chairman of

the said committee being absent through indisposition,

which was read.

On motion, &c., it was directed to lie on the table.

A report (No. 18) from the Committee on the Bounda-

ries of the Conferences was read by the chairman of the

committee, brother Alfred Griffith.

Moved and seconded, that the report be laid on the table.

Cai-ried.

A report (No. 19) from the committee appointed to re-

vise the " Band Rules " was read hj the chairman of the

committee, brother T. Merritt, and, on motion, &c., it was
ordered to be laid on the table.

A report (No. 20) from the Committee on Education

was read by the chairman of said committee, brother N.

Bangs.

Moved and seconded, that the report be laid on the

table. Carried.

The order of the day was called for, and brother Alex-

ander M'Caine proceeded in making his statement, which

was broken off yesterday by adjournment. When the

statements were closed, the following resolution was ofiered,

as a substitute for the motion made in the case yester-

day :—
Resolved, &c.. That the decision of the Philadelphia

Conference, by which Alexander M'Caine was pronounced

guilty of seeking evil against Mary Elliott, to her injury,

and of striving to deprive her of her membership without

trial, and by which a penalty was inflicted on him, was in-
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correct and ought to be, and the same is hereby rescinded.

Signed, S. Mcrwin, D. Ostrander.

After some remarks from some of the delegates from the

Philadelphia Conference, and some remarks by brother

M'Caine in reply, he Avithdrew until the conference should

decide on his case.

A division of the case was called for.

It was moved and seconded, that the delegates of the

Philadelphia Conference be excused from voting in the case

of brother M'Caine, it being an appeal from the decision of

the Philadelphia Conference. Carried.

The question on the first member of the resolution Avas

put and carried.

The question on the second member of the resolution

was put and carried.

Bishop Roberts took the chair at half-past ten o'clock.

Moved and seconded, that there be a committee of

appointed, to inquire into the expenses of the delegates in

coming to and going from this conference ; and that there

be a collection made next Sabbath in all our houses of

worship in this city toward meeting said expenses.

The blank in the above note was filled up with five.

Resolved, ttc. That the Committee on the Book Concern
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of allowing a

larger discount to purchasers of our books to the amount
of for cash. Carried. Signed, J. Emory, J. A.
Merrill.

Resolved, <fec., That the Committee on the Book Concern

be instructed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing

our editor and general book-steward to furnish such of our

books at first cost as may be wanted to compose libra-

ries, in any circuits or stations where there are preachers'

houses, for the use of the travelling preachers who may be

in said circuits or stations from time to time
;
provided the

said price be paid in cash, current money, and that any
order for such books shall always be accompanied Avith a

certificate of the preacher in charge in the said circuits or

stations that they are intended for the purposes aforesaid,

and for no other. Signed, J. Emory, W. Ryland.

Resolved, &c., That the case of William Burke be now
taken up. Signed, J. Norton, E. Washburn.

The papers relating to the above case were directed to

be read, but in reading the report of the committee who
tried the case in Cincinnati, Bishop M'Kendree called the

attention of the conference to some explanatory remarks,

after which some desultory conversation took place among
the members, on which it was directed by the president that

the decision of the Ohio Conference be read.

The Journals of that conference relating to his suspen-

sion were read.

May 10.
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Afterward an extract from a letter directed to Bishop
M'Kendree, dated Cincinnati, July 15, 1818. Next was
read Bishop Roberts's letter to W. Burke, dated August
14th, 1819 ; and the answer to that letter, addressed to

Rev. R. R. Roberts, dated August 14, 1819.

Next was read a part of the Journals of the Ohio Confer-

ence.

Bishop M'Kendree again made a communication, casting

light on the transaction.

At this stage of the business the following resolutions

were submitted, signed, J. Emory, J. Soule :

—

Resolved, &c., 1. That the letter of Wm. Burke to Bishop

M'Kendree, dated Cincinnati, August 15, 1818, was, in the

opinion of this conference, justly considered by Bishop

M'Kendree as an official notice of his wish to appeal in the

circumstances stated in the letter. Carried.

Resolved, &c., 2. That, agreeably to the principles on

which this conference has acted in other cases, Wm. Burke
was entitled to an appeal from his condemnation and sus-

pension by the Ohio Conference. Carried.

Resolved, &c., 3. That whereas Wm. Burke, in a letter to

Bishop Roberts, dated August 14, 1819, denied his ever

having signified an appeal, and as the said Wm. Burke has

not appeared in person, by letter, or otherwise, to prose-

cute an appeal, and no cause being shown why the decision

of the Ohio Conference, in the case of Wm. Burke, should

be reversed, the same be, and is hereby confirmed.

Moved and seconded, to amend the above resolution by
striking out the word " confirmed " and inserting the words
"dismissed, as standing- o-ood and valid."

The amendment was lost.

The previous question being called for, Shall the main
question now be put ? Carried.

The question was taken on the resolution and carried.

The following resolution was offered, signed, W. Case,

J. Merrill :

—

Moved and seconded, that the rule respecting the regu-

lar hours of meeting and adjourning shall be so altered as

to read thus : Meet at eight o'clock A. M., adjourn at

twelve. Meet at three o'clock, adjourn at six o'clock P. M.
Carried.

Bishop M'Kendree requested permission to go into the

country, on account of his health. Granted.

Moved and seconded, that the secretary of the Ohio
Conference take into his possession all the papers concern-

ing Wm. Burke. Carried.

Moved and seconded, that the conference meet to-mor-

row morning at the conference room, at Light-street. Lost.

Conference adjourned at one o'clock.
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THURSDAY, MAY 11.

The conference met, and was opened with reading a

chapter, singing, and prayer. Bishop Geoi'ge and Bishop

Roberts were present. Bishop George took the chair.

The roll was called, and the Journals of yesterday were
read and corrected.

On reading the Journals the secretary was interrupted

when he came to the third resolution, submitted yesterday,

in the case of Wm. Burke.

The following resolution was offered, signed by J. Emory,
and seconded :

—

Moved, (fee, that the Journal be corrected by stating the

resolutions as they were at first submitted, afterward the

amendments which were proposed and admitted.

The vote being taken, it was lost.

The secretary finished the reading of the Journals.

Brother J. Soule, the book-agent, stated that the agents

were ready to make a communication to this conference

with respect to the Book Concern.

According to the eighth rule, the papers from the seve-

ral conferences were called for. None were offered.

The select committees were called on for their reports.

Brother Ruter, chairman of the Committee on the Local
Preachers, made a report (No. 21) on the same, which was
read, and on motion, &c., was directed to be laid on the

table.

Brother N. Reed, the chairman of the Committee on
Spirituous Liquors, made a report, (No. 22,) wliich was read.

Moved and seconded, that the said report be laid on the

table. Carried.

Brother Compton, chairman of the committee appointed

to take into consideration the expediency of a revision of the

rule respecting the trial of members and several other par-

ticulars, made a report, (No. 23,) which being read, was, on
motion, ordered to be laid on the table.

Brother Sias, chairman of the committee to whom was
referred so much of Bishop M'Kendree's address as relates

to the better instruction of the Methodist children, made
a report, (No. 24,) which was read. Ordered to be laid on
the table.

Brother William Capers, chairman of the Committee on
Rights and Privileges, made a report on the case of Michael
Burge, of the Genesee Conference, (marked 25,) which was
read. On motion, &c., it was directed to be laid on the

table.

The book-agents presented and road an exhibit (No. 26)
of the state of the Book Concern. They also made a com-
munication on the state of the Book Concern in general,

which was read by brother Soule.
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May 11. Moved, that the report of the book-agents, with the ac-

companying documents, be referred to the Committee on
the Book Concern. Signed, N. Bangs, J. Smith, Car-

ried.

Brother J. Soule stated, for the information of the con-

ference, that the books of the Book Concern were now in

this city and at their disposal.

^Committee ^on
^oved and seconded to take up the report on meeting-

Meeting- houses. Carried.

The resolutions in that report were read generally ; and
being read separately, the question was then taken on the

first resolution and can-ied.

The second resolution was taken up and read.

Moved, &c., that that part of the second resolution which
follows the word ''Church" be stricken out. Signed, S.

Sias, E. Hedding. The amendment was lost.

Moved by E. Cooper, and signed by N. Bangs, to ex-

punge the words "at least three," and substitute the words
" the trustees and an equal number of other." The amend-
ment was withdrawn.

Moved and seconded, that the above resolution be

amended by inserting between the words " committee " and
" to the following," the words " unless other legal measures
have been adopted to secure the objects of this resolution."

The conference adjourned at twelve o'clock, according to

the change adopted yesterday, to meet at three o'clock this

afternoon.

Thursday Afternoon.

Conference met at three o'clock. The roll was called

:

Bishop Roberts and Bishop George were present. Bishop

Roberts took the chair.

The second resolution in the report of the committee

being read, the amendment proposed by brother Bangs in

the morning session being withdrawn, the original resolu-

tion was read, and a small alteration in the phraseology

being made, the question was put and carried.

The third resolution being read, it was moved to amend
the same by striking out the following words :

" under cen-

sure of the conference to which they belong."

The question was taken on the amendment and car-

ried.

The question was then taken on the resolution, as amended,

and carried.

The fourth resolution in the report of the committee was
stricken out.

The next resolution, which now becomes the fourth in

order, was read, and a division of the resolution being called

for, at the end of the second sentence which closes with the

words " possible made free."
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The question was taken on the former part of the reso-

lution and carried.

After much debate on the latter part of the resolution,

the following amendment was submitted by brother Sias,

and seconded by J. Merrill, to add the words " or tlie right

of full exercise of our Discipline be secured to the Church."

Before the question was taken on the amendment the time

of adjournment arrived.

May 11.

FELDAY, MAY 12.

Conference met at the usual hour, and was opened with

the usual exercises. Present, Bishop George and Bishop

Roberts.

The roll was called, and the Minutes of yesterday were

read and corrected.

Bishop George took the chair.

The papers, according to rule eighth, were called for.

None were presented.

A letter (No. 27) from brother Thomas Everard, a super-

annuated preacher belonging to the Philadelphia Confer-

ence, was read.

It was moved and seconded, that it be referred to the

Philadelphia Conference. Withdrawn.

Moved and seconded, that the superintendents be re-

quested to give brother Everard a certificate of his standing

in our connexion as a superannuated preacher, according to

his request.

The question on this motion was taken and carried.

Moved and seconded, that the letter be referred to the

Philadelphia Conference. Carried.

A call was made on the select committees. A supple-

ment to the report of the Committee on Canada Affairs was
offered, and read by the chairman of said committee, brother

N. Bangs.

Moved, (fee, that this supplement be laid on the table.

Carried.

The unfinished business of yesterday was taken up, and

the amendment to the latter part of the fourth resolution

being under consideration, the question was taken on the

amendment and lost.

The latter part of the resolution under consideration.

The previous question was then put and taken on the

latter part of the resolution. Lost.

The following resolution, signed S. G. Roszel and J.

Lane, was read :

—

Resolved, That those societies who have powed their

houses of woiship since the last General Conference be, by
the bishop or the presiding elders in their districts, informed

that their doing so is contrary to the resolutions of the Gen-
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eral Conference of 1816 ; and that, if they expect to be sup-

plied with the ministry under the appointment of the bishop,

they must make their houses free by the next General Con-

ference.

The resolution was withdrawn to make room for the fol-

lowing :

—

Resolved, That from this date no house built with pews

shall be recognized as a Methodist chapel or house of wor-

ship ; and that our superintendents be, and they are hereby

requested to send no preacher to take the pastoral charge

of the society or congregation occupying such. Signed,

P. Anderson, M. M. Dance.

Moved, that the above resolution, with the remainder of

the report, be postponed until next Tuesday. Signed,

N. Bangs, J. Lane. Withdrawn.
Moved, &c., to recommit the report to the committee.

Carried.

Moved, (fee, to increase the committee by adding four

more. Carried.

Brother S. G. Roszel wished to be discharged from the

committee on houses of worship. Permission to withdraw

was not granted.

Moved and seconded, that the case of brother Morris

Howe be taken up. Lost.

Moved and seconded, that the report on the episcopacy

now be taken up. Carried.

The report of the said committee was read. The reso-

lutions were then read separately.

The first resolution being read, the question was put and

carried.

The second resolution was also read and adopted.

The third resolution was read and adopted.

The fom'th resolution was read and adopted.

The preamble to the resolutions was directed to be read.

The first paragraph, closing with the words " faithfully

enjoined," was read, and the question being taken, it was

adopted.

The second paragraph, beginning with the words, " there

is one case," and closing with the words " itinerant system,"

was read.

It was moved, <fec., that it be indefinitely postponed.

This motion was withdrawn.

Moved, &c., to recommit the paragraph. Withdrawn.
Near ten o'clock Bishop Roberts took the chair, and the

paragraph under consideration being again read, it was
moved that the main question be now put. The question

being put, was carried.

Moved and seconded, that the vote on the fourth reso-

lution be reconsidered. Lost.

The question was put on adopting the several resolu-
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tions in the report of the Committee on the Episcopacy, and May 12.

carried.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON' EI^ISCOPACY.

The committee to whom was referred so much of Bishop E«port of the

, , , . , , ' Committee on
M Kendree s address as relates to the episcopacy, beg leave Episcopacy,

to report :

—

In relation to the first branch of their inquiry, your com-

mittee, after mature deliberation, are of opinion that there

has been no act in the administration of the episcopacy

personally, since the last General Conference, so far as the

knowledge or information of your committee extends, de-

serving the censure of this conference. On the contrary,

your committee think that the general superintendents are

entitled to the thanks of this conference for their patient •

and persevering efforts, amid numberless toils and cares, in

promoting the great and good cause in which they have been

so extensively and faithfully engaged. There is one case,

however, in which the episcopacy may be indirectly con-

cerned, so far as they may be deemed responsible, under

our present form of government, for the administration of

their agents, the presiding elders, which your committee

conceive it their duty to express their decided disapproba-

tion of, as a manifest violation of explicit and acknowledged

law. It is the case of a preacher continued in the pastoral

charge of the same station more than two years in succes-

sion, not indeed by the direction of the episcopacy, but

against their express appointment.

Your committee, however, forbear to press this case at

present, from a hope that this notice of it, as it now stands,

will be sufficient, and will aid the episcopacy, of whose dis-

position in this respect your committee entertain no doubt,

in the correction of it. • But your committee are decidedly

of opinion, that to connive at such acts, in favour of indi-

vidual preachers or societies, and much more to permit a

repetition of them, as our rules now are, would produce ex-

tensive dissatisfaction, and be highly injurious to our itiner-

ant system.

In relation to the strengthening of the episcopacy, your

committee further report, that they have regarded with

deep and affectionate concern the declining health and

strength of our senior superintendent. Worn down by
long, extensive, and faitliful labours in the service of God
and the Church, your committee feel a solicitude, which
they doubt not is equally felt by the conference, that every

practicable provision may be made for his relief and com-
fort ; hoping that by a provident forbearance for a time

from his arduous labours and weighty cares, tlie Church

may yet, at some future period, through the kindness of a

gracious providence, have the benefit of his very desirable
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services and counsels. They therefore submit the following

resolution :

—

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in

General Conference assembled, 1. That it is the wish and
desire of this General Conference that Bishop M'Kendree,
during the continuance of his afflictions and debility, should

travel in such directions or remain in such places as he may
judge most conducive to his own health and comfort ; and
that he be accordingly, at the close of this General Confer-

ence, respectfully and affectionately requested so to do.

Resolved, kc, 2. That whenever Bishop M'Kendree shall

think himself able, it is the wish and desire of this General

Conference that he should continue, so far as his health

may prudently admit of it, the exercise of his episcopal

functions and superintending care.

Resolved, &c., 3. That the committee appointed by the last

General Conference to make provision for the families of

the bishops are hereby continued, and that the same com-
mittee be directed to take into consideration the present

state of Bishop M'Kendree's health, and to provide for de-

fraying any extra expenses which, in their judgment, his

afflictions may make requisite.

Resolved, &c., 4. That it is expedient that one additional

general superintendent be elected and ordained during the

session of this General Conference.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

Baltimore, May 9, 1820.

Brother Black's
remarks.

Keport of the It was moved and seconded, that the report of the Com-

Canada Affair" mittee on Canada Affairs be now taken up. Carried,
taken up. Previous to the reading of the resolutions contained in

the report, brother Black, of the British connexion, who
was present, expressing a desire to offer a few remarks, it

was moved and seconded that leave be given him. Car-

ried.

Brother Black then made some remarks, stating the views

of the British Conference relating to the subject.

The reading of the resolutions being gone through, they

were then read one by one ; but before the vote Avas taken,

the reading of the preamble was called for. On motion,

&c., it was resolved to be read.

It was moved and seconded, to sti'ike out the word
"superintendents" and substitute the word "bishops."

Carried.

The second resolution was read. When under considera-

tion, it was moved, &c., to amend the address by making it

read thus :
" The chapel has finally been sold."

While this subject was under discussion, an adjournment

was called for and carried.

Correction
report.

of
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I

Friday Afternoon.

Bishop Roberts and Bishop George were present.

Conference was opened by the usual exercises. The list

was called. Bishop Roberts in the chair.

Brother Garrettson asked leave of absence from to-mor-

row afternoon. Granted.

The second resolution being still under consideration, it

was moved and seconded that the report, in toto, be recom-

mitted. The motion for recommitment was withdrawn.

The amendment proposed this morning was also with-

drawn.

The preamble, the resolution, and the address being read,

and under consideration, it was moved and seconded to

strike out the words " together with the preceding part of

this report." Carried.

An amendment was proposed by the chairman of the

committee, and adopted, making a small change in the

phraseology.

Moved, &c., to amend the resolution, after "brother,"

in Canada, to add " to be read in the quarterly conference."

Lost.

The question was put on the resolution as amended and
carried.

The third resolution was read.

Moved and seconded, that the consideration of this reso-

lution be postponed until the supplement to this report shall

have been taken up and acted on. Carried.

Moved &c., that the supplement be now taken up.

Carried.

Bishop George took the chair at three o'clock.

Tlie supplement was read. The first resolution being

under consideration, it was moved and seconded that the

resolution be adopted.

Before the question was taken, an amendment to the

resolution was submitted, which proposed to strike out the

following words :
" that this conference address the British

Conference on this subject," and substitute the follow-

ing : " recommend the bishops to sejid a delegate to the

British Conference in July next." Signed, S. G. Roszcl,

J. Wells.

The chair pronounced the latter motion to be out of

order.

The first resolution being under consideration, the follow-

ing amendment was proposed : to strike out the words " this

subject," and add the following :
" the subject of a mutual

exchange of delegates, as representatives of the one connex-

ion to the other."

At this stage of the business the following resolution

was ofifered :

—
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Moved, that the further consideration of the report of the

Committee on Canada Affairs be postponed until to-morrow.

Lost.

The question was then put on striking out the words
" this subject " and substituting the above amendment, and

carried.

The second resohition of the supplement was read.

It was moved and seconded to strike out the last clause

of the resolution, viz. :
" each conference to pay in propor-

tion to the number of members composing said conference."

A division of the resolution being called for, stopping at

the words " to defray the expenses," the question was
taken on the former part and carried.

The question was put on the latter part of the resolution

and lost.

The third resolution in the report being taken up, it was

moved and seconded that it be indefinitely postponed.

Carried.

The fourth resolution under consideration.

It was moved and seconded to amend the resolution by
erasing the word " loyal " and putting the word " orderly"

in its place. Carried.

Moved and seconded to strike out the words " we be-

lieve," and substitute " this article does not interfere with."

Carried.

Moved and seconded to strike out the part of the resolu-

tion that follows the word " reside."

Moved, &c., to recommit the resolution. Carried.

Brother Cooper requested to be excused fi'om serving as

the chairman of the Book Committee, on account of indis-

position. He was excused.

Moved, &c., to change the time to meet at eight o'clock,

and adjourn at one P. M. Lost.

Conference adjourned at six o'clock.

May 13.

I>ocumont from
the Philadel-

phia Confer-
ence.

SATUEDAY, MAY 13.

Conference met at eight o'clock, and was opened with

reading, singing, and prayer. Present, Bishop George.

The roll was called, and the Journals were read and cor-

rected.

Papers were called for from the conferences. One from

the Philadelphia Conference was presented, as follows :

—

" Brother Boehm stated that he had lost a sum of money
to the amount of eighty dollars, belonging to the Book
Concern, by a black girl belonging to liis family, who took

the money from the place where he had deposited it in his

house."

On motion, it was resolved that the case be recommended

to the consideration of the ensuing General Conference.
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Extracts from the Journal of the Philadelphia Confer- May 13.

Moved, &c., that the conference will now proceed to the

election of a general superintendent. Carried. Signed, B.

Waugh, J. Norton.

Resolved, &c., That before we proceed to act on the

above resolution, the conference go to prayer. Carried.

Brother Garrettson gave out a few verses of a hymn and

then prayed.

The roll was called to see who were absent, and it ap-

peared that the only one absent was Loring Grant, who
was sick.

In conducting the election, two persons, namely, brothers

S. G. Roszel and D. Ostrander, were appointed to receive

the votes.

On receiving and counting the votes, it appeared that

there were eighty-eight ; and that Joshua Soule, of this

number, had forty-seven, and Nathan Bangs thirty-eight.

There were three scattering votes. Joshua Soule was de-

clared duly elected to the office of a bishop.

Brother Lane submitted the following resolution :

—

Resolved, &c.. That sister Parker be released from pay-

ing a note for iB337 77|, and all other debts due the Book
Concern by our beloved brother Samuel Parker, deceased.

Signed, J. Lane, J. T. Weaver.

Moved, &c., that the above be referred to the Book
Committee. Carried.

Moved, (fee, that the report of the Committee on Slavery

be now taken up. Carried.

The report was read.

The first part of the resolution being under consideration,

which relates to striking out the third answer to the ques-

tion in the section on slavery, the vote was put and carried.

The above answer is accordingly stricken out.

The latter part of the resolution, which provides a sub-

stitute for the above answer, was read.

Brother Capers, in speaking on the subject, extended his

remarks to fifteen minutes. On motion, it was resolved

that leave be given him to proceed.

Ten minutes past eleven o'clock Bishop Roberts took the

chair.

After much debate on the subject, it was moved and

seconded that it be recommitted. The question was taken

on the amendment. Lost.

Moved, &c., that we will continue our session until one

o'clock. Carried.

Moved, (fee, that the further consideration of the report

of the committee on the subject of slavery be postponed

until Monday morning next. Carried.

Moved, (fee, to reconsider the vote that was taken on the
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10th inst., which referred to the hfting a public collection

in all the churches to-morrow for the purpose of defraying

the expenses of the preachers coming to and going from

this conference. Carried.

Moved and seconded, that notice be given to-morrow, in

all our houses, that a public collection will be taken on

next Sabbath week for the above. Carried.

Moved and seconded to reconsider the vote that was

taken on the case of William Burke.

The previous question being called for, Shall the main

question now be put ? it was carried.

The question for reconsidering being put, was canned.

Moved, &c., that the further consideration of this case be

postponed until Bishop M'Kendree be present. With-

drawn.

Moved, that the resolutions which were submitted on the

10th inst., in the case of Wm. Burke, be committed to a

select committee. Signed, J. Emory, J. Norton.

Moved, &c., that this conference do adjourn, to meet at

eight o'clock Monday morning. Carried.

Leave of absence was requested by brother James
M'Cann. Granted.

Conference adjourned at ten o'clock, before any decision

was made on the motion for commitment.

I

May 15.

Report of the
Committee on
Missions.

Report of the
Committee on
<'anada Affairs

returned.

Keport of the
Committee on
Houses of
Worship.

MONDAY, MAY 15.

Conference met at the usual hour, and commenced with

the usual exercises. Bishops M'Kendree, George, and

Roberts were present. Bishop George took the chau-.

The roll was called, and the Journals of Saturday were cor-

rected and passed.

No papers were offered in answer to the call made on

the respective conferences, according to rule eighth.

The select committees were requested to present their

reports.

One (No. 28) was read by brother Ryland, the chairman

of the Committee on Missions. On motion, &c., it was re-

solved to be laid on the table.

The chairman of the Committee on Canada Affairs re-

turned their report as it had been submitted formerly, stat-

ing that they could not make any alteration that, in their

judgment, would make it more worthy the acceptance of

this General Conference.

Brotlier Roszel, from the Committee on Houses of Wor-
ship, made another report, (No. 29,) supplemental to the

one formerly submitted, which had been referred back to

them.

On motion, &c., it was resolved that the same be laid

on the table.
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The chairman of the Committee on Boundaries made a

report, (No. 30,) as amended.
On motion, <fec., it was ordered to be laid on the table.

The Journals relating to the unfinished business of Satur-

day were again read.

It was resolved, that the resolutions relating to the case

of Wm. Burke, which had been acted on on the 10th inst.,

be taken up.

The motion made on Saturday for committing the reso-

lution, and submitted, in the case of Wm. Burke, being

withdrawn, the following was offered (signed, J. Emory,
J. Collins) as a substitute for the third resolution, which
had been acted on on the 10th inst. >

—

Resolved, 3. After reading the Journal of the Ohio Con-
ference on the case of Wm. Burke, the letter of Wm.
Burke to Bishop M'Kendree, dated Cincinnati, August 15,

1818, the letter of Bishop Roberts to the said Wm. Burke,

dated August 14, 1819, and his answer, that the further

consideration of the said case be, and hereby is, dismissed ;

the decision of the Ohio Conference standing valid and un-

altered. Carried.

The question was taken on the two former resolutions,

and in connexion with this, and earned.

Moved, that the answer in the first question in the fifth

section of the form of Discipline be stricken out, and the

following answer substituted :
" By the annual confer-

ence." Signed, T. Memtt, B. Waugh. Ordered to be laid

on the table.

The subject of slavery was called up, and a motion was
made and seconded that the report be recommitted. Car-

ried.

Resolved, &c.. That the report of the Committee on Edu-
cation be taken up. Carried.

The report was read. The resolutions being read sepa-

rately, it was moved, (fee, to amend the first resolution by
adding, " provided that said principals, or presidents and
teachers under them, shall always be members of the

Methodist Episcopal Church." This was withdrawn, to

make room for a motion to recommit the report. This also

was withdrawn by the mover, brother Cooper.

The resolution being read, a division of it was called for,

ending at the words " think proper."

The question was put on the former part of the resolu-

tion and carried.

It was moved, <kc., that the following be added to the

latter part of the resolution :
" pro\aded that said trustees,

principals, and the teachers under them, shall always be
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church."

Half-past ten o'clock Bishop Roberts took the chair.

The question was taken on the amendment and lost.

May 15.

Keport '

Boundaries.

Case of William
Bnrke fakcii

up.

Eeport on
Slavery recom-
mitted.

Eeport on Edu-
cation taken
up.
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May 15.

Eeaolutions
Education.

Kesolutions
amended.

The question was taken on the latter part of the resolu-

tion and lost.

The second resolution was read, and, by the consent of

parties, was amended by the insertion of a few words.

The question being put on the resolution as amended was
carried.

The third resolution under consideration. It was moved,
&c., to amend the resolution by striking out the words " or

teachers." Lost.

The question was then put on the resolution and car-

ried.

The fourth resolution. Resolved, &c., That the princi-

pals of the Wesleyan Academy and Wesleyan Seminary
be requested to forward a copy of their constitutions to each
annual conference. Passed.

The fifth resolution was passed without alteration.

The question was taken on the whole as amended and
carried.

Here follow the resolutions as amended:—
1. Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences

in General Conference assembled. That it be, and is hereby
recommended to all the annual conferences, to establish, as

soon as practicable, Hterary institutions, under their own
control, in such way and manner as they may think

proper.

2. Resolved, &c.. That it be the special duty of the epis-

copacy to use their influence to carry the above resolution

into effect, by recommending the subject to each annual
conference.

3. Resolved, &c.. That the following amendment to the

second answer of the third question of the fourth section of

the first chapter of the Discipline, be- adopted, viz.: after

the word preachers, that there be added, " and the presi-

dents, principals, or teachers of seminaries of learning which
are or may be under our superintendence.

4. Resolved, (fee, That the principals of the Wesleyan
Academy and Wesleyan Seminary be requested to forward
a copy of their constitutions to each of the annual con-

ferences.

5. Resolved, <fec.. That a copy of this report be recorded
on the Journals of the several annual conferences.

Respectfully submitted,

N. Bangs, Chairman.
Baltimore, May 9, 1820.

I

Report on meet-
ing-houses
taken up.

Moved and seconded to take up the report of the Com-
mittee on Local Preachers. Withdrawn, to take up the re-

port of the Committee on Meeting-houses.

The report was read, and the first resolution of the sup-
plemental report under consideration. A division of the
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resolution was called for, stopping at the word " considered." May 15.

Carried.

Moved, (tc, that it be amended by inserting the follow-

ing words, after the words '• in future :" " and as far as

possible to make those houses free which have already been
built with pews." Carried.

The time for adjournment came before the question was
taken.

Monday Afternoon.

Conference opened with the usual exercises, Bishop Rob-
erts in the chair.

The fourth resolution being imder consideration as Kep<.rt od meet-

j , , . ,
°

, e • 1 ing-houseft »n.l

amended, the question was taken on the passage ot it and ijews contin'i-

carried.
^'^'

The fifth resolution was read. It was moved and sec-

onded that the resolution be amended by inserting the

words " by and with the advice and consent of the presid-

ing elder," between the words "shall" and "be," in the

last line but one. The amendment was lost.

Moved, lire, to strike out the words " at liberty," and in-

sert the words "his duty." Lost.

Moved, (fee, that the word " embarrassed," where it oc-

curs, be stricken out. Carried.

Moved, ifec, to amend it further by striking out the words
" in trust." Lost.

The question was taken on the resolution as amended
and lost.

The sixth resolution was read.

Moved, &c., that it be amended by inserting " that all

the seats be made free," after the word " therein." The
amendment was lost.

The question was taken on the original resolution and
carried.

The seventh resolution being read, when the question was
taken it was lost.

Moved, (fee, that the last resolution be indefinitely post-

poned. Withdrawn.
The last resolution wa^^ under discussion, when the con-

ference adjourned at six o'clock.

TUESDAY, MAY 16. Marie

Conference was opened at the usual hour with the usual

exercises. Bishop George and Bishop Roberts were pres-

ent. Bishop George took the chair.

The roll wtis called and the Journals were amended.
A call was made for papers from the annual conferences.

The following was submitted, (marked 31.) Referred to

the Book Committee.

14
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TLOportou meet-
ing-houses and
l)iws adopted.

May 16. A communication (marked 32) from J. French was offered

Coininunjcatiou (q the conference by Bishop Roberts. Ordered to be laid
from .J. Frencli. i , i i

on the table.

The unfinished business of yesterday being resumed, the

last resolution of the report on houses of worship was

read.

It was moved that that part of the report, together with

the resolution to which it refers, be indefinitely postponed.

Carried.

The whole of the resolutions, being read as amended, were

passed.

Resolved, 1. That from this date no house of worship

under our charge shall be built, or the building commenced,

until the site or ground on which such house or houses are

to be erected is secured to the Church, as our deed of set-

tlement directs, and said deed is legally executed.

Resolved, 2. That from and after this date no house of

worship under our charge shall be commenced until three-

fourths of the money necessary to complete the building be

in hand or subscribed. The estimate of the sum necessary

for the whole expense of said house or houses to be made
by a judicious committee, to consist of at least three mem-
bers of our Church, to be chosen by the quarterly meeting

conference of the circuit or station in which such house or

houses are designed to be built.

Resolved, 3. That it be made the duty of each presiding

elder and preacher in charge to make proper inquiry on their

districts, circuits, and stations, respecting the title we have

to our houses of worship, and in all cases where the title

is found to be deficient, to adopt the most judicious and
prudent measures to have them secured, as directed in our

deed of settlement ; and wherever a vacancy or vacancies is

found in the trusteeship to have said vacancy or vacancies

filled, as directed in our Discipline.

Resolved, 4. That the practice of building houses with

pews, and the renting or selling said pews, is contrary to our

economy ; and that it be the duty of the several annual con-

ferences to use their influence to prevent such houses from

being built in future, and as far as possible to make those

houses free which have already been built with pews.

Resolved, 5. That in future we will admit no charter,

deed, or conveyance for any house to be used by us as a

house of worship, unless it be provided, in such charter,

deed, or conveyance, that the trustees of said house shall,

at all times, permit such ministers and preachers, belong-

ing to the Methodist Episcopal Church, as shall from time

to time be duly authorized by the General Conference of

the ministers of said Church, or by the annual conferences,

to preach and expound God's holy word, and to execute the

rules and Discipline of the Church, and to administer the
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\

sacraments therein according to the true meaning and pur- May 16.

port of our " deed of settlement."

Moved, (fee, that the first answer to the first question in

the second section of our Discipline be amended by adding,

after the word " decent," the words "and with free seats."

Signed, S. G. Roszel, J. B. Finley.

Moved and seconded, that the present motion be amended
by prefixing to the words " with free seats " the following

words: "as far as practicable." Signed, E. Hedding, J.

A. Merrill.

Near eleven o'clock Bishop Roberts took the chair.

After a lengthy debate, the question was taken on the

amendment and lost.

The question was taken on the original motion and was
carried, forty-five to twenty-seven.

It was then moved and seconded that the report of the ReportonMcet-

Committee on Meeting-houses be recommitted, that they commuted.
^'^

may prepare it as amended, and refer it to those heads in

the Discipline where it should be inserted. Carried.

Moved and seconded to call up .the resolution that had Eesoiutions on

been laid on the table relating to the choice of presiding presiding"" ef-

elders. Carried. 'i^rs tsken np.

It was taken up.

It was moved and seconded that we go into committee of

the whole. The question was taken on going into com-
mittee of the whole and lost—thirty-seven to forty-three.

An indefinite postponement of the subject was moved.
Afterward it was withdrawn.

Moved and seconded, that we now adjourn. Carried.

Adjouraed a few minutes before twelve o'clock.

Tuesday Afternoon.

Conference met, and was opened as usual.

The motion respecting the choice of presiding elders still

under consideration.

This discussion Avas commenced by brother Alfred Grif-

fith, who spoke until his fifteen minutes were expired.

Permission was given him by vote of conference to pro-

ceed.

Brother Daniel Hall next took the floor, and extended his

remarks to the full period allowed by rule. Permission
was given him to go on. He did so until he run out his

second period also.

Ten minutes after four o'clock Bishop George took the

chair.

Brother James Smith spoke his fifteen minutes. Per-
mission was given him to proceed. He accordingly did so

till three minutes before six o'clock, when an adjournment
was called for.

Presiding-clder

question.

Alfred GrifBtb
speaks.

Daniel Hall look
the floor.

James Smith
spoke over fif-

teen minutes.
Permitted to

go on.
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Mav 17.

Document from
Thomas Ma-
son.

lieport of the
Comniittco on
the Life of
liisliop As-
l)ui-y.

Eeport of tUo
Committee on
revision of

Hvnm-Bouk.

Expenses
delegates.

of

Presidiug-ekler
que.ation.

Debates.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 17.

At the usual hour conference met, and was opened with

the usual exercises. The roll was called, and the proceed-

ings of yesterday were read and corrected. Present, Bish-

ops George and Roberts. Bishop George took the chair.

A call was made for papers.

One (marked No. 32) from brother Thomas Mason was

oftered, and read by brother J. Soule.

Moved, cfec, that the above be referred to the Committee

on the Book Concern. Carried.

The select committees were called on for their reports.

Brother George Pickering, chairman of the committee

appointed to examine the life of Bishop Asbury, made a

report, (marked No. 33,) which was ordered to be laid

on the table.

Brother S. G. Roszel, chairman of the committee ap-

pointed on the revision of the Hymn-book, made a report,

(marked No. 34,) which was read.

Moved, &c., that it be laid on the table. Carried.

The report of the Committee on Expenses of Delegates

to the General Conference was next read by brother S. G.

Roszel, chairman of the committee appointed on that subject.

Moved and seconded, that the committee be directed to

make an appropiiation of whatever moneys may be put into

their hands. Carried.

The unfinished business of yesterday, which relates to the

choice of presiding elders, was taken up.

In the course of the debate brother Ryan spoke fifteen

minutes. Leave was given him to go on with his remarks.

Brother William Capei's, in speaking against the motion,

spoke fifteen minutes, but by vote was permitted to go on.

Eleven o'clock Bishop Roberts took the chair.

Brother Samuel Dunwody also spoke against the motion

fifteen minutes ; when that time was expired, leave was given

him to go on.

Brother James Smith, having spoken yesterday, claimed

the privilege to reply to the remarks of some of the breth-

ren on the opposite side of the question if no brother wished

to go on with the debate ; none ofiering to go on, he pro-

ceeded in his reply. He continued his remarks to the ex-

tent of the period fixed by rule. Leave was given him to

Brother William Capers explained some things misappre-

hended by the last speaker.

Brother A. Griffith, conceiving himself to be misunder-

stood by some of the speakers on the negative side of the

question, begged to make a few remarks if no brother

wished to occupy the floor. None rising, he proceeded in

his remarks.
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Brother Wm. Capers again arose and explained. May 17.

Adjournment was called for four minutes before twelve

o'clock, and carried.

Wednesday" Afternoon.

Conference met, according to adjournment, Bishop Rob-
erts in the chair.

The subject of the election of presiding: elders still under Presuung-eider
• J ,."'

^ ° question.
consideration. ^

Brother Ostrander spoke fifteen minutes. Leave was
given hira to proceed.

Moved and seconded, that the present motion lie on the

table until to-morrow morning. Carried.

The following resolution was submitted, signed, E. Cooper,

J. Emory :

—

Resolved, &c., That the bishop, or the president of each

annual conference, shall ascertain the number of presiding

elders wanted, and shall nominate three times the number,
out of which nomination the conference shall, without de-

bate, elect by ballot the presiding elders.

Moved, &c., that it be laid on the table until to-morrow

Carried.

Brother Daniel Hall asked leave of absence. Granted.

Moved, (fee, that the report on Canada affairs be now
taken up. Carried.

The fourth resolution, which had been recommitted, was
read and passed.

All the resolutions being read before the question was
taken, it was moved and seconded to reconsider the vote

taken on the above. Lost.

The question was then taken on passing the resolutions

and carried.

Leave of ab-
sence granted
D. Uall.

Report on Can-
ada Affairs

taken up.

RESOLUTIONS ON CANADA AFFAIRS.

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in Resolutions.

General Conference assembled, 1. That it is the duty of the
'

bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church to continue their

episcopal charge over our societies in the Canadas, except

Quebec.

Resolved, (fee, 2. That the following address be sent to

brethren in Canada :

—

Canada.

Dear Brethren,—We have received, and read with deep
^n'^^'^j^'"

interest, the aflFectionate memorials and addresses from the brethren

several circuits in the provinces of Canada, in which you
have expressed your ardent desire for the continuance of

our ministerial care over you. We most cordially recipro-

cate the sentiments of brotherly affection and Christian at-

tachment you have expressed, and pledge ourselves to use

our best endeavours for your spiritual and eternal interest.
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May ir. We sincerely deprecate those evils of Avhich you complain,

brethi^n in '^'^^ whicli have grown out of the conduct of the mission

-

Canada. aries sent by the British Conference to labour in Canada.
Confiding, however, in the integrity of that conference, and
believing they have been misled by partial and erroneous

statements sent by interested persons in Canada, we still

hope that the existing embarrassment will be removed, and
that an amicable adjustment of this unhappy aifair may be

brought about. We can assure you that no means which
in our opinion will be likely to produce this desirable re-

sult shall be left untried.

That you may be convinced that Ave have been neither in-

attentive to your interests nor unmindful of the respect due
to our British brethren, we beg leave to lay before you a

brief statement of what has been done in reference to this

subject.

It is doubtless well-known to you that your case w^as

fully laid before us at our last session in this city, and im-

partially considered in the presence of brothers Black and
Bennett, who were sent as representatives by the British

Conference ; and after hearing all that could be said on
both sides of the question, it was resolved most expedient,

among other reasons because we understood it was your
earnest desire, to continue as Ave had done heretofore our

ministerial labours among you. That the British Confer-

ence might be fully apprized of the course we had taken,

an address was sent to them, stating the reasons which had
directed our decision in relation to Canada, and requesting

that some arrangements might be made for an amicable ad-

justment of the existing difficulties. To this communication
we have received no direct answer. Similar communica-
tions have been since sent by Bishops M'Kendree and
George. The letter sent by Bishop George contained a
full development of the affairs of Canada, but neither has

an answer to this been received.

As one of the circuits has petitioned to have a separate

annual conference in Canada, this subject has been con-

sidered, and it is thought to be inexpedient for the present,

because, among other reasons, it might prevent that inter-

change of preachers so very desirable and so essential to

your prosperity.

After assuring you of our unabated attachment to you
as a branch of the Cliurch over Avhich Ave are called in the

providence of God to extend our oversight, and of our de-

termination, at your earnest request as from a conscious-

ness of imperious duty, to continue to afford you all the

ministerial aid in our poAver, we exhort you to steadfastness

in the faith, to unity and love, and to perseverance in all

holy obedience.

Resolved, (kc, 3. That the following note be inserted in
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the Discipline, under the twenty-third article of our Church,

viz. :
" As far as it respects civil afl'airs we believe it the

duty of Christians, and especially all Christian ministers, to

be subject to the supreme authority of the country where
they may reside, and to use all laudable means to enjoin

obedience to the powers that be ; and therefore it is ex-

pected that all our preachers and people who may be under

the British or any other government, will behave themselves

as peaceable and orderly subjects.

Resolved, tfec, 4. That this conference address the Brit-

ish Conference on the subject of a mutual exchange of

delegates, as representatives of the one conference to the

other.

Resolved, &c., 5. That if, after receiving the views of the

British Conference in reference to such interchange, the

episcopacy shall judge it expedient at any time previous to

the sitting of the next General Conference to send a dele-

gate, tlie episcopacy shall have authority to appoint and
send such delegate, and furnish him with the requisite in-

structions, and also to draw on the Book Concern for the

amount necessary to defray the expenses.

Resolved, tfec, 6. That the episcopacy, by and with the

advice and consent of the General Conference, if they judge

it expedient prior to the sitting of the next General Confer-

ence, shall have authority to establish an annual conference

in Canada.

Moved, &c., that we take up the report on the bounda-

ries of the annual conferences. Carried.

The report of the committee was then read, afterward

each answer defining the boundaries of each confer-

ence.

Moved and seconded that we adjourn, to meet at eight

o'clock to-morrow at the conference-room in Light-street.

Lost.

Adjourned five minutes past six o'clock.

May 17.

Resolutions oa
Canada Affairs,

And on Britis.'i

Conference.

Iteport on the
boundaries of
the annual con-
ferences taken
up.

THURSDAY, MAY 18.

At eight o'clock conference met, and was opened with

the usual exercises.

The roll was called, and the Journals of yesterday were
read and passed.

Bishop George took the chair, and made the call for

papers, according to rule eighth.

The committees were called on for reports. None were
presented.

The unfinished business of yesterday, relating to the

boundaries of the conferences, was resumed.
In fixing the boundaries of the Genesee Conference, the

following was submitted :

—

May 13.

Unfinished busi-

ness of yester-

day taken up.



216 Journal of General Conference, 1820.

May 18.

"nonference
bonndaries.

Moved, itc, that the Montreal Station be attached to the

New-Yoik Conference. Lost.

Moved and seconded, that the vote that was taken yester-

day on the boundaries of the Baltimore Conference be re-

considered. Signed by brothers Quinn and Finley. Car-

ried.

The previous question being called for, Shall the main
question now be taken ? it was carried.

The question on the passage of the boundaries was taken,

as reported by the committee, and carried.

Boundaries of
the confer-
ences.

Answer 1.

Answer 2.

Answer 4.

Answer 6.

Answer 1.

Answer 8.

BOUNDARIES OF THE CONFERENCES,

The Ohio Annual Conference shall commence at the town
of Madison, on the Ohio River, state of Indiana, thence

running due north to the nearest point on Lake Michigan,

shall include the whole of the Michigan Territory, thence

running down Lake Erie to the town of Erie, thence to

Waterford, on French Creek, thence down Fiench Creek to

the Alleghany River, thence down the Alleghany and Ohio
Rivers to the place of beginning.

The Missouri Conference shall include that part of the

state of Indiana not included in the Ohio Conference, the

states of Illinois and Missouri, and the Territory of Ar-

kansas.

The Kentucky Conference shall include the Kentucky,

Salt River, Green River, and Cumberland Districts, and
that part of the state of Virginia included in the Greenbrier

and Monroe Circuits, heretofore belonging to the Baltimore

Conference, and the Kanawha and Middle Island Circuits,

heretofore belonging to the Ohio Conference.

The Tennessee Conference shall include the Nashville,

French Brood, and Holston Districts, together with the

New River Circuit, heretofore belonging to the Baltimore

Conference, and that part of Termessee District north of

Tennessee River.

The Mississippi Conference shall include the states of

Mississippi and Louisiana, and all that pai't of the state of

Alabama south of Tennessee River.

The South Carolina Conference shall include Georgia,

South Carolina, and that part of North Carolina not in-

cluded in the Virginia and Tennessee Conferences.

The Virginia Conference shall include the circuits situated

on the banks of the Yadkin, and that part of North Caro-

lina north of Cape Fear River, excepting Wilmington, and
that part of Virginia on the south side of the Rappa-
hannock and east of the Blue Ridge, except Fredericks-

burgh.

The Baltimore Conference shall include the remaining

part of Virginia not included in the Virginia, Philadelphia,

Kentucky, and Tennessee Conferences, the western shore
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of Maryland, and that part of Pennsylvania east of the Ohio ^fay i*^-

River and west of the Susquehanna, together with tlie Bald
^,",e'"^*^'^„fer-

Eagle, Lycoming, Northumberland, and Shamokin Circuits, enccs.

heretofore belonging to the Genesee Conference.

The Philadelphia Conference shall include the whole of Answer 'j.

the peninsula between the Chesapeake and Delaware Bzvys,

and all that part of Pennsylvania lying between the Dela-

ware and Susquehanna Rivers, except wliat is included in

the Baltimore and Genesee Conferences, and all the state

of New-Jersey and Staten Island, and so much of the state

of New-York as now is or at any time may be included in

the Bergen and Hamburgh Circuits.

The New-York Conference shall include all the state of .vnswer lo.

New-York not included in the Genesee and Philadelphia

Conferences, and those parts of Connecticut and Massa-

chusetts west of Connecticut River ; also that part of Ver-

mont lying west of the Green Mountains, and that part of

Lower Canada between Lakes Champlain and Magog.
The New-England Conference shall include the remain- Answer ii.

ing part of Vermont and all the New-England states east

of Connecticut River, and that part of Lower Canada east

of Lake Magog.
The Genesee Conference shall include the Oneida, Gene- Answer 12.

see, Chenango, Seneca, and Upper and Lower Canada Dis-

tricts, the Chatauque and Lake Circuits, heretofore belong-

ing to the Ohio Conference, and that part of the Susque-

hanna District not included in the Baltimore Conference.

Resolved, That the following words be inserted as the an-

swer to the eighth question of the third section chapter first

of our book of Discipline, viz.: "There shall be twelve

conferences in the yeai-."—See second part, section one.

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in uew confer-

General Conference assembled, That the bishops be, and ®"°*®-

are hereby authorized, by and with the advice and consent

of the New-England Conference, to form a new conference

in the eastern part of the New-England Conference, in the

interval between this and the next General Conference, if

they shall judge it to be expedient.

Moved, &CC., that the report on the local preachers be

taken up. Lost.

The order of the day was called for. The motion relat-

ing to the election of the presiding elders was by vote de-

ferred until to-morrow morning, in order to take up the

resolution submitted yesterday by brother Cooper and sec-

onded by brother Emory ; when it was moved by brother

Asbury, and seconded by brother Drake, that the words
" three times " be stricken out, and the word " twice " be

inserted. The amendment was withdrawn.

Moved, tfec, that the motion lie on the table, to make way
for a resolution read bv Brother Roszel.
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Eesolulion on
the election of

presiding el-

ders.

May IS. Ten minutes before eleven o'clock Bishop Roberts took

the chair.

Tlie question was taken on laying the motion on the table

and carried—forty-five to thirty- seven.

The following resolution was submitted, signed, N. Bangs,

Wm. Capers :

—

Moved, that three of the members who desire an election

of the presiding elders, and an equal number of those who are

opposed to any change of our present plan, be appointed a

committee to confer with the bishops and the bishop elect

upon that subject, and that they report to us whether any,

and if any, what, alteration might be made to conciliate the

wishes of the brethren upon this subject, and that they re-

port to-morrow.

Moved, &c., to strike out the word " three." Lost

—

thirty to forty-three.

Moved, &c., to strike out the words " the bishops and
the bishop elect."

A division of the question was called for. The question

was taken on striking out the " bishops." Lost.

It was then taken on striking out " the bishop elect."

Carried—forty to thirty-seven.

'The question was taken on the passage of the resolution

and carried.

Moved and seconded, that the report of the Committee
on Local Preachers be taken up. Carried.

Ecport of the The report of the committee being read, a communica-
tion from Dr. French, which had been laid on the table, was

voted to be taken up now.

It was moved and seconded that the paper be now read.

Carried.

The secretary proceeded in reading the document until

the time of adjournment arrived, when a motion was made
to continue the session until the paper be read. Lost.

Conference adjourned at twelve o'clock.

Thursday Afternoon.

Conference met, according to adjournment, Bishop Rob-
erts in the chair.

The secretary, by the direction of the president, finished

the reading of the document signed John French.

The conference then took up, one by one, the resolutions

offered in the report of the Committee on Local Preafthers.

Moved, that the word "chairman" be stricken out and
the word " president" be inserted in its place. Carried.

Moved, (fee, to amend the resolution by striking out the

word " two " and inserting the word "four." Signed, J.

Axley, H. Ryan. Lost.

Moved and seconded, that the resolution be recommitted.

Lost.

Committee on
Local Preach-
ers taken up.

Eoport on local

preachers.
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Before the question was taken on its final passage the

following resolution was submitted, signed, Wni. Ryland,

J. Smith ;

—

Resolved, &:c., That it shall be the duty of the local

preachers' conference to make minutes of their proceedings,

which, in case of appeal, shall be produced at the annual

conference. Withdrawn.
The question on the passage of the whole was taken, and

carried.

May 18.

RESOLtTIONS ON LOCAL PREACHERS.

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conierences in Resohitions on

General Conference assembled, That there shall be held j!;;p^^' r'^^'''^''^^-

annually in each presiding elder's district a district confer-

ence, of which all the local preachers in the district who
shall have been licensed two years shall be members, and
of which the presiding elder of the district for the time

being shall be president, or, in case of his absence, the con-

ference shall have authority to elect a president pro tern.

It shall be the duty of the presiding elder of each district

to appoint the time and place of the first conference, after

which the presiding elder shall appoint the time, and the

conference the place, of its own sitting.

Resolred, &.C., That the district conference shall have au- Second,

thority to license proper persons to preach and renew their

license, to recommend suitable candidates to the annual con-

ference for deacons' or elders' orders in the local communion,
for admission on trial in the travelling communion, and to try,

suspend, expel, or acquit any local preacher in the district

against whom charges may be brought : Provided, that no
person shall be licensed without being first recommended
by the quarterly conference of the circuit or station to

which he belongs ; nor shall any one be licensed to preach,

or recommended to the annual conference for ordination,

without first being examined in the district conference on
the subject of doctrine and discipline.

Resolved, 6iC., That the district conference shall take Third,

cognizance of all the local preachers in the district, and
shall inquire into the gifts, labours, and usefulness of each
preacher by name.

Resolved, &c.. That when charges are preferred against Fourth,

any local preacher, it shall be the duty of the preacher in

charge to call a committee, consisting of three or more local

preachers within the station, circuit, or district, before whom
it shall be the duty of the accused to appear, and by whom
he shall be acquitted, or, if found guilty, be suspended until

l!ie meeting of the next district conference.

Resolved, &c.. That our form of Discipline, so far as re-

lates to local preachers, be so altered as to be rendered con-

formable with this report.

Fifth.
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May 18.

Resolutions on
local preachers
concluded.

Resolved, &c., That the Committee on Local Preachers

be requested to carry the last resolution into effect. Car-

ried.

Resolved, &c., That the usual trial for two years required

of preachers who enter the travelling connexion may not be

reqiiired of those who are elders. Signed, W. Capers, J.

Smith.

Moved and seconded that it lie on the table. Carried.

Conference adjourned.

May 19.

Report of the
Book Oom-
mittee.

Bishop Roberts
in the chair.

FKIDAY, MAY 19.

Conference met at eight o'clock, and was opened with

the usual exercises. The list of members was called, and

the Journals of yesterday were read and approved.

The regular call was made for papers.

The committees wore called on for their reports.

Brother M. Ruter, chairman of the Book Committee, made
a report, (No. 35,) which Avas read.

Moved and seconded to take up the report. Carried.

On reading the third resolution, the following amendment
was moved :

—

" In order to secure the property of the Concern perma-

nently to the General Conference of the Methodist Episco-

pal Church, in conformity to the rules and regulations which
now are or hereafter may be in our Discipline upon that

subject. Signed, N. Bangs, J. B. Finley. Carried.

A division of the sixth resolution was called for, ending

at the words " due from them." Carried.

The question was taken on the first part. Carried.

Moved, &c., to amend the eighth resolution by inserting

the following words after the word " magazine :" " on the

terms recommended by the late circular of the editors."

Lost.

Moved, (fee, to add the following :
" and every preacher

who obtains subscribers shall be responsible to his presiding

elder at the end of the year for all the numbers he sends

for." Signed, N". Bangs, M. Ruter.

At eleven o'clock Bisliop Roberts took the chair.

Moved and seconded, that the eighth resolution and the

amendment under discussion lie on the table. Lost.

The question was taken on tbe amendment and carried

—

'

forty-three to thirty-one.

Moved and seconded to insert the word "responsible"
between the words " obtained " and '•' subscribers." Car-

ried.

Before the question was taken on the passage of the

resolution for the purpose of bringing it in a more explicit

form. Carried.

Moved and seconded, that the committee be instructed
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to examine the circular issued b}' the book agents, respect-

ing the pubHcation of the magazine, and to report on it to

the conference. Carried.

Moved and seconded to call up the motion respecting the

election of presiding elders. No vote was taken on it, the

chair having decided that it will be in order to take it up

hereafter.

Conference adjourned at twelve o'clock.

!^RiDAY Afternoon.

Conference met, according to adjournment, Bishop Rob-

erts in the chair.

Leave was asked by the chairman of the committee,

brother Cooper, appointed yesterday to confer with the

bishops on the subject relating to the election of the pre-

siding elders, to report. Leave being given, he made the

following :

—

" The committee appointed to confer with the bishops on

a plan to conciliate the wishes of the brethren on the sub-

ject of choosing presiding elders, recommend to the confer-

ence the adoption of the following resolutions, to be inserted

in their proper place in our Discipline :

—

"Resolved, kc, 1. That whenever, in any annual confer-

ence, there shall be a vacancy or vacancies in the office of pre-

siding elder, in consequence of his period of service of four

years having expired, or the bishop wishing to remove any

presiding elder, or by death, resignation, or otherwise, the

bishop or president of the conference, having ascertained

the number wanted from any of these causes, shall nomi-

nate three times the number, out of which the conference

shall elect by ballot, without debate, the number wanted

:

Provided, when there is more than one w'anted not more

than three at a time shall be nominated, nor more than one

at a time elected : Provided, also, that in case of any vacancy

or vacancies in the office of presiding elder in the interval

of any annual conference, the bishop shall have authority to

fill the said vacancy or vacancies until the ensuing annual

conference.

"Resolved, kc, 2. That the presiding elders be, and

hereby are, made the advisory counsel of the bishop or

president of the conference in stationing the preachers.

Signed, Ezekiel Cooper, Stephen G. Roszel, N. Bangs, J.

Wells, J. Emory, Wm. Capers."

The report being read, it was moved and seconded to

adopt the report.

The first resolution being read, the question was taken on

it and carried—sixty-one to twenty-five.

The qucbtion was taken on the second resolution as

amended, with the consent of the committee. Carried.

The question was taken on their final passage, and carried.

May 19.

Report of the
committee ap-

pointed to con-
fer with the
bishops relat-

ing to the elec-

tion of presid-

ing elders.

Besolutions.

B«port adopted.



•222 Journal of General Conference, 1820.

May 19.

KesolutiouB re-

committed to

the same com-
mittee.

l^cave of ab-

sence granted
•J. Soule.

Leave of ab-
sence gi'anted

.). Emory and
•lames Ridg-
way.

Ue|)ort of the
Book Com-
mittee re-

sumed.

Moved and seconded, that the resolutions be recommitted

to the same committee, in order to be incorporated in that

section of the Disciphne relating to the presidbg elders.

Carried.

Brother Joshua Soule requested leave of absence for this

afternoon. Granted.

Brothers John Emory and James Ridgway also requested

leave of absence. Granted.

Moved and seconded to take up the unfinished business

of this morning. Carried.

The residue of the report of the Book Committee was
taken up.

The ninth resolution under consideration. The question

was taken and carried—forty-two to eighteen.

Moved and seconded to amend the tenth resolution by
adding "and Book Committee." Carried.

Moved and seconded, that the twelfth resolution be

amended by striking out " |800 " and making it " $1,000."

Carried.

Moved and seconded to amend the fourteenth resolution

by leaving brother Colbert to pay the principal any time

before the next General Confei'ence. Lost.

The resolution was then adopted.

The last resolution under consideration. The time to

adjourn came before the question was taken on the same.

May 20.

Communication
from D. Hitt,

formerly book-
agent

Keport of Book
Committee on
tlie eighth reso-

lution.

Leave of ab-

sence granted
to brother
Jiyan.

Leave of ab-
sence granted
D. Asbury.

SATURDAY, MAY 20.

Conference met at eight o'clock, and was opened with

reading, singing, and prayer. The roll was called. The
Journals were read and coiTected.

Bishop George took the chair.

The eighth rule was complied with in calling for papers.

One (marked No. 36) from brother Daniel Hitt, formerly

book-agent, was read by brother Roszel. Ordered to be
laid on the table.

The select committees were called on for reports.

One (No. 37) was read by brother Ruter, chairman of

the Book Committee, to whom was recommitted the eighth

resolution of their former report. No. 3Y is offered in

lieu of the same.

Brother Ryan begged leave of absence for the remainder

of the day. Granted.

Moved and seconded, that the seventeenth resolution of

the report be amended by inserting the following words
after " the books :" " other than those published by our

Concern, or such as are recommended by an annual con-

ference."

Mr. Daniel Asbury asked leave of absence for the re-

mainder of the day. Granted.

I
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Brother Hall asked leave of absence. Granted.

The question was taken on the amendment. Lost.

The question was taken on the original resolution and

carried.

Half- past ten o'clock Bishop Roberts took the chair.

The following resolution was submitted, signed, S. Mer-

win, N. Bangs :

—

Resolved, That the sum of one thousand dollars be paid

out of the funds of the Book Concern to brother Joshua

Soule, as an additional remuneration for his services as book-

agent for the four years past. Carried.

The resolutions were then read, and the question being

taken on their final passage, was can-ied.

RESOLUTIONS OX THE BOOK CONCERN.

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in

General Conference assembled, 1 . That it is expedient for

the Book Concern to be located at the city of New-York.
Resolved, (kc, 2. That the book-agents be authorized, if

they should judge it advisable at any time between this and

the next General Conference, with the advice and consent

of the superintendents and Book Committee, to purchase a

suitable lot of ground in New-York city, and, so far as they

can do it without going further into debt, to ei-ect buildings

thereon proper for the use of tlie Concern.

Resolved, (fee, 3. Tliat the supeiintendents be authorized

and requested, with the assistance of the agents and Book
Committee, if they shall jointly judge it expedient and

necessary, to adopt some measures for the purpose of ob-

taining an incorporation or incorporations for the better

security of the stock of the Concern peraianently to the

General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, in

conformity to the rules and regulations which now are or

heseafter may be in our Discipline upon that subject.

Resolved, Arc, 4. That the book-agents shall have author-

ity to obtain insurance on property belonging to the Con-

cern so far as they may judge it expedient.

Resolved, <fec., 5. That the agents be authorized, in cases

of cash payments for books, to make a discount of twenty-five

per cent., and in all other sales it shall be the same as here-

tofore.

Resolved, &c., 6. That it shall be the duty of all presid-

ing elders having accounts open with the Concern to pay
over to the agents annually, or oftener, all the money in

their hands, or which may be due from them, rendering at

the same time an account of all the books remaining in their

districts unsold ; and it shall be the duty of preachers in

circuits and stations having accounts with the presiding

elder to make settlements and render payments in a simi-

lar way.

May 20.

Leave of ab-
sence granted
Brother Hall.

Additional rt-

tnuneration to

Joslina Sonle.

Ecsohitiocs on
tlie Book Con-
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May 20. Resolred, kc, 1. That necessity and expediency require
Resolutions on immediate exertion in eveiy annual conference in furnishing

oern continued, materials for the Magazine ; and that it is not only the duty

of each conference to appoint a committee on this subject,

but to see that they do the duty assigned them.

Resolved, (fcc, 8. That it shall be the duty of every

preacher of a circuit or station to use his influence to obtain

subscribers for the Magazine, to record the names and places

of abode of all the subscribers he obtains in a suitable book,

which shall be lodged in the hands of a steward, and the

names reported by him to the presiding elder of the dis-

trict ; and the presiding elder shall, as soon as may be, re-

port the number thus obtained to the agents at New-York.
No person shall subscribe for a shorter time than one year,

and each subscriber shall pay the price of one year's sub-

scription on the delivery of the first number.

Resolved, (fee, 9. That it shall be the duty of the editor

of our Magazine to place a portrait of some one of the

preachers of our connexion in each volume of the work.

Resolved, <fec., 10. That the publication of a tune-book

be left discretionary with the book-agents and Book Com-
mittee.

Resolved, &c., 11. That the request of the Messrs. Harper
for the privilege of printing for the Book Concern be re-

ferred to the agents, to be granted or refused, as ihey may
judge expedient.

Resolved, &c., 12. That the sum of 81,000 be paid

brother Thomas Mason out of the book fund, as an addi-

tional compensation for his services during the last three

years.

Resolved, <fec., 13. That the request of brother Andrew
Prindle, of the Genesee Conference, praying to be ex-

onerated from a debt of $61 53, due from him to the

Book Concern, be granted.

Resolved, ifec, 14. That the petition of brother William

Colbert, requesting to be released from his obligation to

pay the interest on the sum of $178 51, which has been

due for many years, be granted him on condition that he

shall pay the principal by the first day of July, 1821.

Resolved, &c., 15. That the request made for sister

Parker, widow of our late brother Samuel Parker, deceased,

that she may be released from papng a debt of $337 77-i-,

be granted.

Resolved, (fee, 16. That it is inconsistent to grant the re-

quest of our brother Henry Boehm, praying to be released

from the payment of $80 of book money which had been

stolen from him—forty-four to nineteen.

Resolved, (fee, 17. That it is highly improper for preach-

ers belonging to our connexion to sell or circulate books

containing doctrines contrary to those we preach.
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Resolved, &c., 18. That the book-agents shall have

liberty to publish any new work not before published by
us which shall be approved and recommended by the Book
Committee at JN^ew-York.

Resolved, (fee,, 19. That an additional book-agent shall be

appointed, whose duty it shall be to reside in Cincinnati,

and manage the Concern in the western country under the

direction of the editor at New-York, and who, by virtue of

his appointment, shall be a member of the Ohio Annual
Conference, under the same regulations by which the agents

at New-York are members of the New-York Annual Con-
ference.

Resolved, tfec, 20. That the section in our Discipline on
page one hundred and seventy-eight be so altered as to be
made conformable with the eighteenth and nineteenth reso-

lutions in this report.

Resolved, <tc., 21. That the Ohio Conference shall ap-

point a committee of three, whose duty it shall be to examine
the accounts of said agents and report to the said confer-

ence annually ; and in case of the death or resignation of

the agent, the Ohio Conference shall have authority to ap-

point a successor until the sitting of the ensuing General

Conference.

Resolved, <fec., 22. That the book-agents shall make out

the bills of all the books at the retail price, subtracting the

commission of eighteen per cent, from the aggregate amount
of said bill.

Moved and seconded, that the memorial of brother Dan-
iel Hitt, presented and read, be now taken up. Carried.

The memorial was read. It was then moved and sec-

onded to postpone acting on it until the next General Con-

ference. Withdrawn.

Moved, &c., that the sum specified in the memorial be

granted.

Moved, &c., that we sit until one o'clock. Carried.

Moved, (fee, that brothers Soule and Mason be requested

to give such information as they possess on the subject of

the memorial.

The question was taken on the motion to grant the sum
claimed. Negatived.

Moved and seconded to reconsider the fourth and fifth

resolutions in the report on Canada affairs. Carried.

Moved and seconded, that the fourth resolution be
stricken out, and also so much of the fourth resolution as

precedes the words "and authority," and the following be
substituted :

" that the episcopacy be required, if practica-

ble, to send a delegate to the British Conference at their

next session in July, and furnish him with the necessary in-

structions, and also to draltv on the Book Concern for the

amount necessary to defray such expenses.

15

May 20.

Resolutions on
the B<x>l; Con-
cern conttnueil.

Memorial of I>.

Hitt taken up

Session prolong-

ed.
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May 20.

Motion to meet
at eight o'clock

on Monday
morning.

May 22.

Report on Sla-

very.

Laid on
table.

the

Unfinished
business laid

on the table.

Election of
general book-
steward.

N. Bangs elect-

ed.

T. Mason elected

assistant book-
steward.

Leave of ab-
sence granted
Bishop George.

Martin Enter
elected agent

<i( in Cincinnati.

Salaries of book-
agents.

Hater's ex-
penses in mov-
ing to Cincin-
nati.

Moved, &c., that when we meet it shall be at eight

o'clock on Monday morning.

Conference adjourned until eight o'clock on Monday
morning.

MONDAY, MAY 22.

Conference met at eight o'clock, according to adjourn-

ment, and was opened as usual. Bishop Roberts took the

chair. The roll was called, and the Journal corrected.

No papers were presented when the call was made.

The select committees were next called on.

One (marked No. 38) from the committee appointed on

the subject of slavery was presented by brother E. Cooper,

chairman of the same, in place of No. 16, formerly reported

by the same committee.

Moved and seconded, that it be laid on the table. Car-

ried.

Moved and seconded, that the unfinished business of

Saturday be laid on the table. Carried.

Moved, &c., that we now proceed to elect the editor and
general book-steward. Carried.

On counting the votes, N. Bangs had fifty, J. Emory
thirty-si.x, John Scrips one. N. Bangs was declared duly

elected.

Moved and seconded, that we now proceed to elect an

assistant book-steward. Carried.

On counting the votes, Thomas Mason was elected, hav-

ing ninety-nine votes, and J. Emory four—:there were three

scattering.

Bishop George requested leave of absence, being indis-

posed.

Moved and seconded, that we now proceed to elect an
agent for the Book Concern in Cincinnati.

On the first ballot there was no election, M. Ruter hav-

ing only forty-one votes, Marcus Lindsey thirty-nine, and
there wei'e six scattering.

On the second ballot there were eighty-five votes, of

which number M. Ruter had forty-three, M. Lindsey forty-

one, and one scattering. Martin Ruter was declared elected.

Moved and seconded, that we now fix the salaries of the

agents. Cari-ied.

Different sums were proposed for the editor and the gen-

eral book-steward. His salary was fixed at $1,200 per

annum. The salary of the assistant was fixed at $900 per

annum. The salary of the agent for Cincinnati was fixed

at $800 per annum.
Moved and seconded, that brother Ruter's expenses in

moving to Cincinnati shall be paid out of the Concern, after it

has been audited and allowed by the Book Committee there.

Carried.
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Moved and seconded, to call up the unfinished business

relating to the Canada affairs, which, by a vote of conference

this morning, was directed to be laid on the table. Carried.

Brother Ryan commenced speaking on the subject, and

continued until his fifteen minutes were expired. Leave

was given hini to proceed.

The motion which was submitted on Saturday, relating to

the sending of a delegate to the British Conference, was now
taken up, and so amended as to read as follows :

—

" That the episcopacy be requested, if practicable, to send

a delegate to the British Conference at their next session in

July, or at any time thereafter, and furnish him with the

necessary instructions, and also to' draw on the Book Con-

cern for the amount necessary to defi'ay such expense."

The question was taken on it and carried.

At the request of the late president of the Asbury Col-

lege, it was moved and seconded that a committee be ap-

pointed to hear such statements respecting the Asbury
College as Dr. Jennings and any of the trustees may wish

to make, and to report to this conference. Signed, Martin

Ruter, S. G. Roszel. Carried.

A committee of three were appointed : E. Cooper, M.
Ruter, and N. Bangs.

Moved, &c., that the report of the Committee on Rights

and Privileges on the case of Michael Burdge be taken up.

Signed, W. Capers, L. Grant.

The report of the committee being read, it was moved
and seconded to continue the present session fifteen minutes

longer. Carried.

It was moved, kc, that when a travelling preacher is

divested of his ministerial character by the vote of an an-

nual conference, it is in effect an expulsion from the travel-

ling connexion, and ought to be so returned in the Minutes.

Signed, D. Ostrander, J. CoUins.

At a quarter past twelve o'clock conference adjourned.

Monday Afternoon.

Conference met, Bishop Roberts in the chair.

The motion submitted in the forenoon session by brother

Ostrander was withdrawn.

The report of the committee on the case of Michael

Burdge was again read.

It was moved and seconded that the report be recom-

mitted. Lost.

Resolved, kc. That the course pursued by the Genesee

Conference in the case of brother Burdge was equivalent to

expulsion, and therefore he is entitled to an appeal.

A division of the question was called for at the word
" expulsion." Before the question was taken on the divi-

sion the moW<)n was withdrawn.

May 22.

Canada Affairs.

Delegate to the
British Confer-
ence.

Committee ap-

pointed to re-

ceive state-

ments concern-
ing Asbury
College.

Committee.

Report of tlie

Committee on
Rights and
Privileges.

Report of tlie

committee on
M. Burdgc's
case.
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May 22.

Case of Michael
BurUge.

.Subject post-

poned.

Keport of the
Committee on
Slavery.

Laid on thfl

table.

Local and trav-

fUing preach-
ers and slave-

holding.

It was then moved and seconded, that the further con-

sideration of the report of the committee on the case of

Michael Burdge be inde6nitely postponed. Carried.

Resolved, &c., That a note be inserted in the printed

Minutes, stating that Michael Burdge was not expelled from
our Church, but was deposed from the travelling connexion

and dispossessed of his ministerial office, and left as a pri-

vate member of our Church. Withdrawn.
Moved and seconded, that the further consideration of

this subject be postponed until to-morrow. Carried.

Resolved, &c., That whenever a member of an annual

conference is deprived of his ministerial character, a state-

ment of his case should be made in answer to the twelfth

question in the third section of chapter one in the Disci-

pline. Signed, P. Anderson, M. Dance. Directed to be laid

on the table.

Resolved, &c.. That the following question be inserted in

the printed Minutes of the annual conferences, and also in

the form of Discipline, under the title " Of the Annual Con-
ferences," question tenth :

" Who have been suspended this

year for improper conduct?" Signed, E. Drake, Ezekiel

Cooper. Ordered to be laid on the table.

Moved and seconded, that the report of the Committee
on Slavery be taken up. Carried.

The report was read-

Moved and seconded to adopt the report.

After some debate, it was moved and seconded that the

report lie on the table until to-morrow morning. Carried.

The following resolution, signed, J. Axley, L. M'Combs,
was submitted :

—

Resolved, &c.. That no person shall hereafter be licensed

as a local preacher or exhorter, nor shall the annual con-

ference receive any one as a travelling preacher on trial or

into the travelling connexion, who holds slaves.

Before the question was taken conference adjourned, at

six o'clock.

May 28.

Ueport on
Houses ofWor-
ship.

TUESDAY, MAY 23.
•

At eight o'clock conference met, according to adjourn-

ment, and was opened as usual. Bishop George was pres-

ent and took the chair.

The roll was called, and the Journals were corrected.

No papers were presented when the call was made, ac-

cording to the eighth rule.

The select committees were called on for their reports.

One was presented by brother Roszel, chairman of the

Committee on Houses of Worship, reporting the arrange-

ment of the resolutions which had been adopted in a former

part of the session. .
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The report, on motion, was directed to be refeired to the May 28.

committee who shall be appointed to arrange, in the form

of DiscipFne, the resolutions which have been or may be

passed in this General Conference.

The unfinished business of yesterday was called up.

It was moved and seconded that we now resolve our-

selves into a committee of the whole, in order to discuss the

subject of slavery. Lost.

It was then, by vote, determined to take up the resolution

offered yesterday afternoon in preference to the report of

the Committee on Slavery.

This resolution was withdrawn, to make room for the

amendment offered by brother Reed and seconded by brother
Ryland.

Moved, &c., to strike out all that provisional clause in

the first answer to the question, commencing at the words,
" when," &c., to the end of the first answer.

The resolution being under consideration, brother Cart-

wright spoke fifteen minutes. Leave was given him to pro-

ceed.

Bishop Roberts took the chair near half-past ten o'clock.

Brother Samuel Dunwody spoke the time allowed.

Leave was giv^en him to go on.

The debate on the subject under consideration was sus-

pended, to allow Bishop M'Kendree to make a communica-

tion to the General Conference.

The communication being ended, Bishop Roberts prayed,

and Bishop M'Kendree pronounced his benediction on the

conference and withdrew.

The discussion of the former subject being resumed,

brother James Smith spoke until twelve o'clock.

It was moved and seconded that the conference sit until

he has finished his speech. Carried.

Conference adjourned at ten minutes past twelve o'clock.

Tuesday Afternoon.

Conference met, according to adjournment.

Brother Lindsey took the floor and spoke fifteen minutes. Debate on sia-

He received pernussion to go on.
very continued.

Brother Griffin spoke his fifteen minutes. Leave was
given him to go on.

Brother Marcus Lindsey asked leave of absence for the

remainder of the session. Not granted.

Moved and seconded, that the motion under debate be
laid on the table, to make room for one which brother Os-
trander wished to offer.

The galleries were cleared, and the house closed before

the question was taken to lay the proposition on the table.

The question was then taken on laying the former sub-

ject, which liad been so long debated, on the table. Carried.
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May 28.

Resolution on J.

Soule's case of
resignation.

Presiding-elder
question.

The following was submitted, signed, D. Ostrander,

James Smith :

—

Whereas brother Joshua Soule, bishop elect, has signi-

fied in his letter to the episcopacy, which letter was read

in open conference, that if he be ordained bishop he will

not hold himself bound to be governed by a certain resolu-

tion of this General Conference relative to the nomination

and election of presiding elders; wherefore.

Resolved, &c.. That the bishops be earnestly requested by
this conference to defer or postpone the ordination of the

said Joshua Soule until he gives satisfactory explanations to

this conference.

After some debate, brother Soule made some remarks.

Moved and seconded, that this resolution be indefinitely

postponed. Before the question was taken on this motion

the resolution was withdrawn.

Moved and seconded to reconsider the question respect-

ing the election of the presiding elders. Signed, J. Collins,

S. K. Hodges.
Conference adjourned at six o'clock, without coming to

any decision.

May 24

Report of the
Committee on
Aflbury Col-

Expenses of del-

WEDNESDAY, MAY 24.

Conference met, according to adjournment, and was
opened in the usual way. Bishop George was present and
took the chair.

The roll was called, and the Journals were read and cor-

rected.

A call was made for papers. There were none offered.

The standing and select committees were called on.

Brother E. Cooper, chairman of a committee appointed

to receive information from the late principal of Asbury
College, stated that the committee had an interview with the

said principal, and as the General Conference had passed
some resolves on the subject of seminaries which superseded

the necessity of any further propositions or proceedings be-

tween the conference and the said late principal or trustees

of Asbury College ; therefore

Resolved, That the committee be discharged from any
further proceedings on the subject.

The unfinished business of yesterday was taken up.

The resolution respecting the election of the presiding

elders being read, before the question was taken on the

resolution the following motion was submitted, signed, E.

Cooper, L. M'Combs.
It was moved and seconded that the committee, to whom

was referred the expenses of the delegates to this General
Conference, be instructed to draw on the Book Concern for

dollars, to meet the amount of said expenses.

I
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I

Ordered that this last resolution be laid on the table. May 24

Moved and seconded, that the further consideration of question,^ ami

the question for reconsideration be postponed until to-mor-
n^tion^*

'"'®*'^'

row, to give time for deliberation and consultation in a

course proper to be pursued to promote peace and con-

ciliation.

The question was taken on this resolution and lost—forty

to forty-five.

Twenty minutes past nine o'clock Bishop Roberts took

the chair.

Brother M'Combs spoke against the motion for recon-

sideration fifteen minutes. Leave was given him to pro-

ceed.

Bishop George took the chair eight minutes before ten

o'clock.

Brother Joseph Smith spoke fifteen minutes against re-

consideration. Conference agreed that he should go on.

The resolution being under debate, it was suggested by

brother Reed that if we go into the ordination of brother

Soule it was now time to rise for that object.

Five minutes before eleven o'clock brother Joshua Soule

rose and expressed a wish that the General Conference

should, by vote, request the episcopacy to delay his ordina-

tion for some time. No order was taken on the subject.

At eleven o'clock Bishop Roberts took the chair, and

the debate went on on the motion for reconsideration.

Brother Sias spoke against reconsideration for fifteen

minutes. Leave was given him to go on.

The question was called for seven minutes before twelve

o'clock, but, on counting the members, there was not a

quorum.
Bishop George stated that the episcopacy had deferred Ordination of .r.

the ordination of brother Joshua Soule to some future

period.

Conference adjourned to meet at three o'clock.

Wednesday Afternoon.

Conference met, and on calling the roll there were only

four absent. Bishop Roberts in the chair.

The subject which had been debated still being under
^"uestior^con-

consideration, it was moved and seconded that the above Snued.

resolution for reconsideration lie on the table, in order that

we mitrht sjo into a committee of the whole. This was
withdrawn.

Moted and seconded, that the vote be taken by ballot.

Carried—forty-five to thirty-five.

On counting the ballots there were forty-three yeas and
forty-three nays.

A second vote was taken, and, on counting, the votes were

the same—forty-three to forty-three.
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The chair pronounced it was not carried, inasmuch as

there was not a majority.

Bnbje^t of sia- Moved and seconded, that we take up the subject of
very taken up. i /-i • j' Slavery. Uarned.

The resolution offered by brother Reed was again read,

and debated until six o'clock. No decision was taken.

May 25.

Souvetary order-

eil to present
Ihe local

preachers a
(•x>py of the
resolutions

passed on their

case.

Uniiuished busi-

ness of yester-

day.

Keporl on Sla-

very read.

Leave of ab-
sence granted
broth. Thomp-
son.

Committee on
Missions re-

port.

Time fixed for

tlie ordination
of .T. Scale.

<\)iniuunication

from .1. Soule.

THUKSDAY, MAY 25.

Conference met at eight o'clock, and was opened in the

usual form. The roll was called, and the Journals read and
corrected. Bishop George was present and took the chair.

Papers were palled for, according to the rules of the

house.

The standing and select committees were also called on.

No report was offered.

Moved and seconded, that the secretar}^ be permitted to

give the local preachers of this city a copy of those resolu-

tions which have been passed relating to their case. Car-

ried.

The unfinished business of yesterday was taken up and
debated.

Moved and seconded, that the vote be taken by ballot.

Withdrawn.
The question was taken on the motion offered by. brother

Reed relating to slavery, and lost.

The I'eport of the committee on the subject of slavery,

offered in lieu of a former one which had been recommitted,

was read.

Brother Thompson asked leave of absence. Granted.

Moved and seconded, that the report be indefinitely post-

poned. Carried.

Moved, &c., that we proceed immediately to fix the place

of the sitting of the next General Conference. Signed,

D. Ostrander, E. Smith. Ordered to be laid on the table.

Moved and seconded, that the report of the Committee
on Missions be taken up. Carried.

Bishop George informed the conference that the ordina-

tion of brother Soule would take place at twelve o'clock

to-day in this house.

Brother Joshua Soule presented a communication in

which he stated his resignation of the office of a bishop in

the Methodist Episcopal Church, to which he had been

elected.

On motion, ordered that the letter be laid on the* table.

Moved and seconded, that we dispense with the reading

of the preamble of tlie report on missions, and take up the

resolutions. Carried.

Half-past ten o'clock Bishop Roberts took the chair.

In passing the resolutions, the thirteenth article wa»
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ordered to be recommitted. The rest of the resolutions

were passed.

The following was submitted :

—

Resolved, &c., That no annual conference shall receive

any aid from the missionary fund for the support of mission-

aries within its bounds unless such annual conference estab-

lish a conference society, auxiliary to the parent institution,

and also use its influence to establish branch societies in its

stations and circuits. Lost.

Resolved, (fee, That the second answer to the first question

in the ninth section of the fii-st part of our Discipline be

altered so as to read, " To renew the tickets for the admis-

sion of members into love-feast quarterly, and to regulate

the bands." Carried.

Moved and seconded to take up the motion fixing the

place of the next General Conference. Withdrawn.
Moved and seconded to take up the report on the Life

of Bishop Asbury. Carried.

The report was read.

The first resolution being read, was amended and passed.

Brother Thomas Mason, assistant secretary, requested

leave of absence for the remainder of the session. Granted.

Conference adjourned at twelve o'clock.

Thxtrsday Afternoon.

At the opening of the conference brother Joshua Soule

expressed a wish that the conference would come to a de-

cision on his letter of resignation, offered this morning.

Moved and seconded, that brother Joshua Soule be re-

quested to withdraw his resignation. This motion was
withdrawn.

Moved and seconded, that this conference do not express

their decision on the subject before to-morrow morning.

Carried.

The report of the Committee on the Life of Bishop As-

bury was taken up.

The blank in the first resolution was filled with " three."

The third resolution was stricken out.

The fourth resolution was lost.

The fifth resolution was amended and passed.

The question was taken on the final passage of the reso-

lutions, and carried.

May 25.

Resolutions on
Missions taken
up.

Report on the
Life of Bishop
Asbury.

Leave of ab-
sence granted
to T. Mason.

Case of J. Soule.

Report on Bish-
op Asbury"s

Life taken up.

RESOLUTIONS ON THE LIFE OF BlSHOl' ASBDRY.

Resolved, <fec., 1. That a committee of three be appointed

by this conference to assist Dr. Jennings in furnishing such

further facts and information as may be obtained respecting

Bishop Asbury, and in revising the manuscript, the better

to fit it for the press.

Resolved, kc, 2. That so soon as the Life of Bishop

Resolutions oi

Bishop Asl>u
ry's Life.
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,Msy 25.

Life of Asbury.

Change of Dis-
cipline.

Committee
Missions
port.

Report of the
Committee on
Missions put
into the hands
of the corre-

sponding secre-

tary.

Keport of the
Committee on
Expenses.

Asbury shall be ready for the press, it shall be put into

the hands of the book-agents for publication.

Resolved, &c., 3. That the sum of $225, with the interest

due for the use of it, which was txdvanced by brother S. G.
Roszel for the purpose of defraying the expenses of pre-

paring the manuscript, shall be paid him out of the book
fund.

Resolved. &c., 4. That when the Life of Bishop Asbury
is prepared for the pi-ess and put into the hands of the

book-agents, the book-agents and Book Committee shall

determine what sum ought to be allowed to Dr. Jennings

to remunerate him for his labour in writing said life, de-

ducting therefrom the sum ahx'ady paid to Dr. Jennings.

Carried.

Moved and seconded, that the preachers in the circuits

and stations be requested to furnish the committee ap-

pointed to aid Dr. Jennings in writing Bishop Asbury 's Life

with all the materials they can on the subject. Carried.

Moved, the following amendment to the answer to the

fifth question of section three of the second part of our

Discipline, viz. : strike out " two " and insert " three," and
strike out '* four " and insert " seven," " one of which shall

be the recording steward." Carried.

The Committee on Missions, to whom was I'ecommitted

one of the resolutions discussed and submitted to them in

the morning session, reported one in its stead, which was
read.

The question was taken on the passage of the resolution

and carried.

Moved and seconded to dispense with the reading of the

report and resolutions previous to taking the vote on their

final passage. Carried.

The question was taken on the final passage and carried.

Moved, that five hundred copies of the report of the

committee on the Missionary Society, with the constitution

as amended and adopted, be immediately printed for the

delegates to take with them into the different parts of our

work. Withdrawn.
Moved and seconded, that the report of the Committee

on Missions be put into the hands of the corresponding

secretary of the parent institution, to be by him presented

to the boai'd of managers of that institution. Carried. It

was immediately given to him.

Moved and seconded, that the chairman of the committee

on the expenses of the preachers be permitted to report.

Carried.

The report was read. The resolutions were acted on

singly.

The first resolution being read, was discussed until near

six o'clock.
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'Moved and seconded to lay the report of the committee May 25.

on the table. Lost.

Conference adjourned at six o'clock.

FRIDAY, MAY 26.

Conference met, and commenced with the usual exercises.

The roll was called, and after a long desultory con-

versation was corrected and passed.

Bishops George and Roberts were present. Bishop
George took the chair.

According to the eighth rule, papers were called for.

The select and standing committees were also called on

for reports. None were presented.

The unfinished business of yesterday was called up.

The first resolution in the report of the committee on the

expenses of the members of the General Conference being

read, it was moved and seconded that the rcsolutian be

amended by inserting the words " in future " after " delega-

tion." This amendment was admitted, the resolution being

under discussion.

The previous question was called for. It was asked

:

Shall the main question now be put ? Carried.

The question was taken on the resolution as amended
and carried.

The question was taken on the second resolution and
lost.

The question was taken on the third resolution and

passed.

The resolution oflFered by brothers E. Hedding and S.

Sias was called up, and, with the consent of the mover,

was amended by inserting, " and as far as may be."

Resolved, That the committee to whom was referred the

expenses of the delegates to this General Conference be in-

structed to draw on the Book Concern for 8 , to meet,

as far as may be, the amount of said expenses.

Bishop Roberts took the chaii- five minutes before eleven

o'clock.

The question was taken on the passage of the resolution

and carried.

After various sums were proposed, it was moved and
seconded to fill up the blank with §1,000. Carried.

Moved, that the rule passed at this conference respect-

ing the nomination and election of presiding elders be sus-

pended until the next General Conference, and that the

superintendents be, and they are hereby directed to act

under the old rule respecting the appointment of ])rcsiding

elders. Signed, Edward Cannon, Wm. M. Kennedy.
Moved and seconded, that the above resolution be indefi-

nitely postponed. It was doubted whether the resolution

Mayse.

Expenses of
delegates.

CornTiiittee on
the Expenses of

Delegates in-

structed to

draw on the
Book Concern.

The blank in

resfihitlon filled

with 11,000.

Kule respect-

Inp the nomi-
nation and elec-

tion of presid-

ing elders post-
poned.



236 Journal of General Conference, 1820.

May 26.

Session prolong-
ed.

Resolutions on
expenses of

Presidlng-elder

question.

Leave of ab-

sence granted
brother Euter.

J. Soule tenders
his resignation

by letter.

Requested to

withdraw his

riisignation.

Session prolong
ed.

was in order. The resolution was admitted by the chair to

be in order.

An appeal was made from the decision of the chair.

Moved and seconded to adjourn. Lost.

Moved and seconded, that we sit until one o'clock.

Carried.

The question was taken on the point of order, and the

decision of the chair was sustained.

The question for postponement was not taken when con-

ference adjourned, at one o'clock.

Friday Afternoon.

Bishop Roberts in the chair.

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in

General Conference assembled, 1 . That each annual confer-

ence shall meet the expense of their delegation in future hi

attending the General Conference.

Resolved, &c., 2. That each annual conference shall re-

ceive of the sum collected in proportion to the aggregate

amounts of their expenses, including the expense of the

horses, not embraced in the exhibit rendered. Adopted.

The resolution which had been submitted in the forenoon

was again read and debated.

Brother Alfred Griffith spoke fifteen minutes. Leave

was given him to go on.

The previous question being called for, Shall the main

question now be put ? it was withdrawn.

The question on indefinite postponement was taken

—

thirty-nine to forty-four.

The resolution being under debate, brother Hedding
spoke fifteen minutes, and was allowed to go on by permis-

sion of conference.

Brother Bangs continued his speech fifteen minutes.

Leave was given him to go on.

Moved and seconded, that the motion under considera-

tion be laid on the table. Carried.

Bishop George took the chair.

Brother Ruter asked leave of absence for this afternoon.

Granted.

The letter of brother Soule to this General Conference,

in which he tendered his resignation, being called for and

read, it was moved and seconded that the conference ac-

cept the resignation. Withdrawn.

Moved, that brother Soule be, and hereby is requested

to withdraw his resignation, and comply with the wishes of

his brethren in submitting to be ordained. Signed, S. G.

Roszel, Samuel K. Hodges. Carried.

Moved and seconded, that we sit one hour longer. Car-

ried.

Brother Soule, having come into conference, again
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stated his purpose to resign. His resignation was ac-

cepted.

An adjournment was moved and seconded. Lost.

Ten minutes after six o'clock Bishop Roberts took the

chair.

The previous question being called for, Shall the main
question now be put ? it was carried.

The question was taken on the motion by dividing the

house—forty-five to thirty-five.

Moved and seconded to fix the place of the next General

Conference. Carried.

The places in nomination were New-York, Philadelphia,

Georgetown, and Pittsburgh.

Moved and seconded, that the seat of the conference be
fixed by a majority of votes—thirty-five to thirty-three.

The votes were taken. On the second count Baltimore

had thirty-seven, Georgetown thirty-two, and there were
two scattering.

Conference adjourned at five minutes past seven o'clock.

May 26.

Brother 8oule'»
resignation ac-

cepted.

Moved to fix the
place of the

next General
Conference.

Baltimore fixed
as the place of

meeting.

SATURDAY, MAY 27.

Conference met at ten minutes past eight o'clock. The
roll was called, and the Journals corrected.

Bishops George and Roberts were present. Bishop
George took the chair.

Moved and seconded, that the thanks of this conference

be given the superintendents, by a rising vote, for their

faithful services during the session. Carried unanimously.

Moved and seconded, that the thanks of this conference

be given to the secretary for his services. Carried.

Moved, (fee, that the first resolution on the Canada aflfairs

be reconsidered. Carried.

Moved and seconded, that the resolution be amended by
adding as follows :

" provided, nevertheless, that the episco-

pacy shall have authority to negotiate with the British Con-
ference respecting Lower Canada in the way and manner
they shall see fit." Carried.

Moved and seconded, that brother Case have privilege to

take any extracts from the Journals, or copies of any docu-
ments on the subject of the Canadas which may be thought
proper for the use of the delegates. Carried.

Brother Emory asked leave of absence for the remainder
of the session. Granted.

A letter, intended to be sent to the British Conference,
was read in conference. On motion, the letter was ac-

cepted.

Moved, that we immediately proceed to elect a general

superintendent. Signed, J. Wells, Wm. Capers.

Moved, &c., that it lie on the table. Lost.

May 27.

Vote of thanks
to the superin-
tendents.

Tote of thankit

given to the
secretary.

Canada Affairs.

Privilege given
brother Case to

take extracts

from .Journal.

Leave of ab-

sence granted
brother j^morv.
Letter intended
for the Britiiili

Conference.
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May 27.

Committee to

revise the Dis-
cipline.

Case of Michael
Biirdge refer-

red to the
Genesee Con-
ference.

Case of Morris
Howe.

Resolution on
the veto-power
of the bishops.

Locating a diso-

bedient preach-

The motion was then withdrawn.

Resolved, &c., That the superintendents who shall attend

the New-York Conference, and , be a committee to

revise the form of Discipline, and conform it to the regula-

tions and resolutions of this conference. Carried.

The blank was filled up with " three."

Moved, &c., to take up the appeal of Michael Burdge.
Carried.

Moved, that the case of Michael Burdge be referred to

the Genesee Conference, either to confirm his expulsion or

correct the error in the last Minutes. Carried.

The papers were delivered to brother Pearce, of the said

conference.

Moved, &c., to take up the case of Morris Howe, which
had been laid on the table on the eighth instant. Carried.

The papers were read, and the question taken on the

former resolution, going to revise the decision of the Balti-

more Annual Conference, and carried.

The following was submitted :

—

Whereas a difference has arisen in the General Confer-

ence about the constitutionality of a certain resolution passed

conceining the appointment of presiding elders ; and whereas
there does not appear to be any proper tribunal to judge
of and determine such a question ; and whereas it appears
important to us that some course should be taken to deter-

mine this business, therefore

Resolved, &c., That we will advise, and hereby do advise

the several annual conferences to pass such I'esolutions as

will enable the next General Conference so to alter the

constitution that whenever a resolution or motion which goes

to alter any part of our Discipline is passed by the General
Conference it shall be examined by the superintendent or

superintendents ; and if they, or a majority of them, shall

judge it unconstitutional, they shall, within three days after

its passage, return it to the conference Avith their objections

to it in writing. And whenever a resolution is so returned,

the conference shall reconsider it, and if it pass by a ma-
jority of two-thirds it shall be constitutional and pass into

a law, notwithstanding the objections of the superintend-

ents ; and if it be not returned within three days, it shall be
considered as not objected to and become a law. Carried.

Resolved, &c.. That the annual conferences have a rigbt

to locate any member, by a majority of two-thirds, that will

Dot fill the relation given him by his conference, having, in

the judgment of the conference, health sufficient for the

purpose of filling said relation. Signed, S. G. Roszel, J. B.

Finley.

Moved, &c., to amend the resolution by erasing the word
" locate " and inserting the word " expel."

The question was taken on the amendment. Lost.
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The previous question was called for, Shall the main

question now be put ? and carried.

The question was taken on the resolution, and was lost.

" I desire a copy of the report of the Committee on the

Book Concern, so far as that report goes, to approve my
administration in that department. Joshua Soule."

/ Moved, (fee, tliat the secretary be authorized to give a

copy of the above report. Carried.

Moved and seconded, that the secretary be authorized to

give copies, to the episcopacy, of the decisions of the Gen-

eral Conference in the cases of brothers Burke, Burdge,

Houston, and Howe. Carried.

Moved, the following amendments to the answer to the

third question of section eighteen of chapter first of the form

of Discipline, viz. :

—

If the condemned person signify his intention to appeal

at the time of his condemnation, or at any time thereafter,

when he is informed of his condemnation, in all sucli trials

it shall be the duty of the secretary of the annual confer-

ence to keep regular minutes of the trial, including all the

questions proposed to the witnesses and their answers, to-

gether with the crime with which the accused is charged,

the specification or specifications, and also preserve all the

documents relating to the case ; which minutes and docu-

ments, only, in case of an appeal from the decision of the

annual conference, shall be presented to the General Con-

ference in evidence in the case. And in all cases when an

appeal is made and admitted by the General Conference,

the appellant shall either stJite, personally or by representa-

tive, who shall be a member of conference, the ground of

his appeal, showing cause why he appeals, and he shall be

allowed to make his defence witliout interruption ; aftei-

which the representatives of the annual conference, from

whose decision the appeal is made, shall be permitted to

respond in presence of the appellant, who shall have the

privilege of replying to such representatives, which shall

close the pleadings on both sides. This done, the appellant

shall withdraw, and the conference shall decide. Carried.

Joshua Soule, Nathan Bangs, and Daniel Ostrander were

appointed a committee to assist the episcopacy to revise the

form of Discipline and conform it to the regulations and

resolutions of this conference.

Moved, &c., to strike out the last sentence of the chapter

on local preachers relating to spirituous liquors. Lost.

Moved, &c., that no member in our Church shall distil

ardent spirits without forfeiting his standing.

Moved, &c., that the above resolution be indefinitely

postponed. Carried.

Moved and seconded, that we continue the present ses-

sion until two o'clock. Carried.

May 11.

Brother Soule
desires a copy
of the report of
the CViininitten

on the Book
Concern.
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Discipline as to
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tillation of ar-

dent liquors.
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May 27. Moved, &c., that the Committee on E.xpenses be now

'committeo 'on permitted to report and distribute the moneys appropriated
Expensfs of to the delegates. Carried.
Delegates, and "^

atstn^ution of
New-York Conference $182 00
New-England Conference 292 97
Genesee Conference 196 00
Ohio Conference 300 00
Missouri Conference 62 50
Tennessee Conference 127 17

' Mississippi Confei'ence 102 50
South Carolina Conference 196 00
Virginia Conference 123 43
Baltimore Conference 37 50
Philadelphia Conference , 53 12

$1,673 19

Quarterly tlck-

Dclcgates for

next General
Conference.

Vi)te of thanks
returned to the
bretliren in the
city.

Conference
journed.

ad-

Resolved, &c.; That the book-agents be, and are hereby
instructed to print quarterly tickets for the use of our socie-

ties, which shall be sent to the order of the presiding elders,

and shall be settled for at the agents' price. Carried.

Moved and seconded, that the next General Conference

shall consist of one delegate for every seven members of the

several annual conferences. Carried.

Moved and seconded, that the thanks of this conference

be returned to the brethren in this city, through the medium
of the stationed preachers in the city, for their kind and
hospitable treatment to the members of this General Confer-

ence. Carried.

Moved and seconded, that we now proceed to finish the

Journal and adjourn imtil May 1, 1824.

Enoch George,
r. r. robekts.

Alexander M'Caine, Secretary.
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SATUKDAY, MAY 1. May 1.

At a General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Conference %<-

Church, begun and held in the city of Baltimore on Satur-
'*™*''**-

day, May 1, 1824, in which Bishops M'Kendree, George,

and Roberts presided, the preachers assembled in the
" M'Kendrian Female Sunday-school Room," and Bishop
M'Kendree opened the conference by reading a portion of OpeniDg of cou-

S. , • • J
-^ or ference.

cripture, singnig, and prayer.

Bishop George then took the chair, and called on the

members present to elect their secretary, when John Emory
and Wm. Case were nominated, and, on taking the votes,

brother Emory had fifty-four for and fifty-three against.

He was therefore elected ; but as brother Emory was not Secretary »p-

present, it was moved and carried that Thomas L. Douglass ^ °** '

be appointed to act as secretary pro (em. until brother

Emory can be seen, and information obtained whether or not

he can serve.

The delegates were then called for, commencing with DeiegateecaiM.

the New-York Conference and taking them in their order,

and the following members presented their certificates of

election and took their seats, viz. :

—

N^ew - York Conference—Freeborn Garrettson, Samuel
Merwin, Nathan Bangs, E. Smith, Daniel Ostrander, Eben-
ezer Washburn, Peter P. Sandford, John B. Stratten, Henry
Stead, Marvin Richardson, Stephen Martindale, Phineas
Rice, Arnold Scofield, Laban Clark, William Ross— 15.

Hetv England Conference — George Pickering, Elijah

Hedding, Timothy Merritt, Enoch Mudge, Joseph A. Mer-
rill, David Kilburn, John Lindsay, Wilbur Fisk, Elisha

Streeter, Ebenezer Blake, Edward Hyde, Eleazer Wells,

John W. Hardy, Benjamin R. Hovt— 14.

Genesee Conference—Fitch Reed, Joseph Baker, Wyatt
Chamberlain, George Peck, Israel Chamberlayne, George W.

16
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Densmore, John P. Alverson, James Hall, Gideon Lan
ning, Isaac B. Smith, Loring Grant, Benjamin G. Paddock
—12.

Ohio Conference—Charles Elliott, John F, Wright, Green-

bury R. Jones, Martin Ruter, Charles Waddel, James B.

Finley, Jacob Young, John Sale, James Quinn, John Water-

man, R. Bigelow, David Young, John Strange—13.

Kentucky Conference—Jonathan Stamper, Thomas A.

Morris, Charles HoUiday, John Brown, Peter Cartwright,

Richard Corwine, George M'Nelly, Marcus Lindsey— 8.

Missouri Conference—William Beauchamp, David Sharp,

Samuel H. Thompson, John Scripps, Jesse Walker—5.

Tennessee Conference—Hartwell H. Brown, Thomas
Stringfield, William M'Mahon, Robert Paine, George Ekin,

Joshua W. Kilpatrick, John Tevis, Thomas L. Douglass,

Thomas Madden—9.

Mississipiyi Conference—Alexander Sale, William Winans,

Daniel De Vinne—3.

South Carolina Conference—Lewis Myers, Nicholas Tally,

Samuel K. Hodges, James Norton, Wilham Capers, James
0. Andrew, Samuel Dunwody, William M. Kennedy, Lo-

vick Pierce, Joseph Travis, Henry Bass—11.

Virginia Conference—Caleb Leach, Lewis Skidmore,

Hezekiah G. Leigh, Benjamin Devany, Henry Holmes, C.

Drake, John Lattimore, William Compton, John C. Ballow

—9.
Baltimore Conference—Andrew Hemphill, James M'Cann,

Daniel Hitt, Joshua Soule, Joseph Frye, Henry Smith,

Richard Tydings, Nelson Reed, Robert Burke, John Thomas,

Christopher Frye, John Bear, Stephen G. Roszel—13.

Philadelphia Conference—Thomas Ware, Lawrence Law-
renson. Manning Force, Thomas Neal, Lawrence M'Combs,
Ezekiel Cooper, John Smith, Jacob Moore, John Potts,

Joseph Rusling, Charles Pitman, Alward White, James
Smith—13.

On motion of Stephen G. Roszel, the following brethren,

viz., Joseph Frye, Joshua Soule, Andrew Hemphill, and

Job Guest, were appointed a committee to superintend the

business of appointing preachers to preach in this city dur-

ins: the sitting of conference.

On motion of Wm. Capers, the conference voted that a

committee of three members be appointed to draw off rules

for the government of conference during its present session,

and the president appointed William Capers, Joshua Soule,

and George Pickering for that purpose ; and it was further

determined that the rules of the last General Conference

should govern us in our proceedings until the report of the

above committee should be received.

On motion of William Capers, Resolved, That it is desira-

ble that the conference should occupy a more airy and
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commodious room, and that the committee appointed to

manage the appointing of preachers to preach be instructed

to make arrangements for the removal of our sitting to the

Eutaw Church as early as possible.

Conference adjourned until Monday morning, eight

o'clock.

MONDAY, MAY 3.

The conference met at eight o'clock A. M., and was
opened with reading a portion of the Holy Scriptures, sing-

ing, and prayer. Bishop Roberts in the chaii'.

Robert Burch and John Thomas, delegates from the Balti-

more Conference, and Russel Bigelow, a delegate from the

Ohio Conference, appeared, presented their certificates of

election, and took their seats.

The president announced that information was received

that the representative of the British Conference of Wes-
leyan Methodists, and a member of that body appointed to

accompany him, were in this city ; whereupon, on motion

of , it was
Resolved, That a committee be appointed to wait on them

at their lodgings and invite them to the conference.

Joshua Soule and Nathan Bangs were accordingly ap-

pointed.

The committee appointed to " draw up rules for the gov-

ernment of the conference " reported.

After some time spent in reading and considering the re-

port, the committee who had been directed to wait on our

British brethren returned, and introduced to the bishops,

severally, the Rev. Richard Reece, late president of the

British Conference of Wesleyan Methodists, and now elected

as their representative to this General Conference, and the

Rev. John Hannah, appointed to accompany him, who
were then introduced to the conference by the Rev. Bishop

M'Kendree.

Mr. Reece presented to the president a communication

from the British Conference, expressive of their fraternal

regard and affectionate attachment, and by which also him-

self and Mr. Hannah are accredited, which was read by the

secretary.

Mr. Reece then personally made to the conference a very

affectionate and interesting address ; after which, on motion

of Ezekiel Cooper, it was unanimously
Resolved, That the president be requested to give to our

British brethren, in the name and in behalf of the confer-

ence, the right hand of fellowship, and to express to them
the cordiality with which this conference reciprocate the

paternal and affectionate regard expressed in their com-

munication. It was accordingly done.

The consideration of the report on the rules of confer-

May 1.
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May 3.

I'.eport of the
Committee on
Kules of Con-
ference resom-
ed.

ence was then resumed, and the remainder of the morning

spent in reading and amending the same.

At the hour of adjournment, on motion of Nathan Bangs,

it was resolved to meet to-morrow morning, at eight o'clock,

in the Eutaw Church.

May 4.
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table.
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Committee on
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was moved,
but lost

TUESDAY, MAY 4.

The conference met at eight o'clock A. M. in the Eutaw
Church, and was opened with reading a portion of the Holy

Scriptures, singing, and prayer. Bishop George in the

chair.

Thomas Madden, a delegate from the Tennessee Confer-

ence, and John Strange, a delegate from the Ohio Confer-

ence, appeared, presented their certificates of election, and

took their seats.

An address from the bishop was presented and read, and,

on motion of Samuel Merwin, was laid on the table until the

consideration of the report of the Committee on the Rules

of Conference be completed.

Nathan Bangs gave notice that he should move to-mor-

row morning to dispense with calling the list of names.

The consideration of the report of the Committee on the

Rules of Conference was resumed.

The following resolution was moved by Ezekiel Cooper
and seconded by S. G. Roszel :

—

Resolved, That a committee on the aflfairs of people of

colour, consisting of five, be appointed by the president, to

take into consideration the subject of slavery among our

preachers and people, and also of the free people of colour,

as to their rights and privileges as members ; and also of

the coloured local preachers, and such other matters as

may appear necessary to inquire into on that subject.

Adopted. Signed, E. Cooper, S. G. Roszel.

The following resolution was moved by Ezekiel Cooper
and seconded by L. M'Comb :

—

Resolved, That a committee on the aflfairs of the member-
ship or laity, consisting of , be appointed by , to

take into consideration the receiving of members, trial of

members, appeals, class-meetings, bands, petitions, and such

other matters as may appear peculiar to the aft'airs of the

laity and membership. Signed, E. Cooper, Lawrence
M'Combs.

The question was taken on appointing such committee,

and was lost.

The conference then adjourned.
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 5.

The conference met at Eutaw Church, and was opened

with reading a portion of the Holy Scriptures, singing, and

prayer, Bishop Roberts in the chair.

David Younjr, a delegate from the Ohio Annual Confer-

ence, appeared, presented his certificate of election, and

took his seat.

A delegate from the Genesee Conference also appeared

and took his seat, his certificate of election having been

previously presented and read.

The president announced that Bishop M'Kendree was

prevented from attending by indisposition.

Thomas L. Douglass moved, that the resolution moved
by E. Cooper and seconded by L. M'Combs, for the ap-

pointment of a committee on the affairs of the members or

laity, be erased from the Journal. Lost.

N. Bangs moved, that the calling of the list of names
each morning be dispensed with, unless a doubt be enter-

tained whether a quonim be present. Canied.

Yelverton T. Peyton was nominated assistant secretary

and elected.

D. Ostrander moved, and P. P. Sandford seconded the

following resolution :

—

Resolved, That whenever any resolution is put to its final

passage, it shall be in order for any two members to call

for a division of the conference ; and whenever such division

shall be called for, the yeas and nays shall be taken, and

the names entered on the Journals. Signed, D. Ostrander,

P. P. Sandford.

M. Ruter moved to strike out so much of the resolution

as follows the word " conference." Withdrawn.

The question was then taken on the resolution and lost.

S. G. Roszel moved, that the rules, as reported and

amended, be now adopted.

E. Cooper moved, that the rules be first read again as

amended. Carried.

The rules were then read, and, on motion, several amend-
ments were made.

The question was then taken on their adoption, and car-

ried.

On motion of S. G. Roszel, it was resolved that the

committee that reported the rules cause them to be printed ;

and, on motion, it was further ordered that the number of

copies be one hundred and fifty.

On motion of S. G. Roszel, it was resolved that the con-

ference now proceed to elect the Committee on the Episco-

pacy ; and. on motion, it was resolved that a majority pres-

ent, of each conference, be requisite to an election.

The followingr members were then elected : P. P. Sand-

May 5.
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ford, E. Hedding, J. Huestis, J. Quinn, M. Lindsey, Wm.
Beauchamp, T. L. Douglass, W. Winans, L. Myers, E.

Drake, J. Soule, and E. Cooper.

On motion, it was resolved that the conference now pro-

ceed to elect the Committee on Boundaries of the Annual
Conferences.

The following members were elected : D, Ostrander, J.

A. Merrill, L. Grant, J. Young, P. Cartwright, J. Walker,

R. Payne, D. DeVinne, 8. K. Hodges, L. Skidmore, D.
Hitt, and L. M'Combs.
The following committees were then announced by the

president :

—

Committee on the State of the Itinerancy : Samuel Mer-
win, John Lindsay, Jonathan Huestis, James B. Finley,

Jesse Walker, Charles Holliday, William M'Mahon, Alex-

ander Sale, Samuel K. Hodges, Ethelbert Drake, Alward
White, and Andrew Hemphill.

Committee on the Affairs of Local Ministers : William
Winans, Lawrence M'Combs, Wm. Compton, Robert Burch,
Joseph Travis, Ebenezer Washburn, David Kilbourne,

George Harmon, John Sale, Samuel H. Thompson, Jona-

than Stamper, Hartwell H. Brown.
Committee on the Book Concern : E. Cooper, T. L.

Douglass, Wm. M. Kennedy, John Scripps, Lewis Skidmore.

Committee on Missions : Elijah Hedding, William Ross,

James Smith, Wilbur Fisk, John Waterman, James 0.

Andrew, Thomas Stringfield.

Committee on Education : Martin Ruter, Marcus Lindsey,

Stephen Martindale, Jacob Moon, Henry Smith.

Committee on Churches, Parsonages, &c. : Daniel Os-

trander, Elijah Hedding, Joseph Baker, Lawrence Law-
renson, Robert Payne, Caleb Leach, Nelson Reed.

Committee on Affairs of People of Colour, &c. : Stephen
G. Roszel, Lovick Pierce, Peter Cartwright, Joshua Wells,

Thomas Ware.
Committee on Revisal and Unfinished Business : Timothy

Merritt, John Tevis, Laban Clark, Samuel Dunwody, Wil-

liam Capers.

The following resolution was offered :

—

Moved, that a select committee of five be appointed by
the president, to take into consideration the Canada affairs

and report thereon." Signed, George Pickering, Lovick
Pierce. Lost.

On motion, the address of the bishop was taken up and
read.

The following resolution was offered :

—

Resoh'ed, That so much of the address of the episcopacy

as refers to the Canada business be referred to a select

committee, to consist of five members, to be appointed by
the president. Signed, 8. G. Roszel, Joshua Soule.
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E. Washburn moved to amend the resolution by referring

the subject to the Committee on the Boundaries of the

Conferences. Lost.

The question was then taken on the original motion and

carried.

S. Martindale oflfered the following resolution :

—

Resoloed, That the official membere of our Church be

permitted to take seats in the galleries of this church as

spectators. Signed, S. Martindale, E. Streeter. Laid on

the table.

Conference adjourned.

M»7.

0£SciaI nieni-

bere adniiit<-ii

in the gallery.

THUESDAY, MAY 6.

The conference met at eight o'clock A. M., and was

opened with reading a portion of the Holy Scriptures, sing-

ing, and prayer, Bishop George in the chair.

Christopher Frye and John Bear, delegates from the

Baltimore Annual Conference, appeared, presented their

certificates of election, and took their seats.

S. Martindale's motion, laid on the table yesterday, was

taken up and withdrawn.

The president stated to the conference that he had been

informed that Mr. VVm. Burke is in town, with the view of

bringing an appeal before the conference. Mr. Burke, being

present, informed the conference that he could be present

on Thursday, the 13th inst., when, on motion, his business

was made the order of the day for that day.

The following resolution was offered :

—

Resolved, That so much of the address as relates to our

financial system and the support of the ministry be referred

to a select committee of . Signed, D. Ostrander, E.

Washburn. Laid on the table.

M. Ruter offered the following resolution :

—

Moved, that a committee be appointed to address the

British Conference, in answer to their communication to us

by our brother Reece." Signed. M. Ruter, L. Myers.

Carried, and ordered tliat the committee consist of three, to

be appointed by the president.

The following resolution was offered :

—

Resolved, That so much of the episcopal address as re-

lates to circulars be referred to the committee appointed to

address the British Conference. Signed, James B. Finley,

George Ekin.

E. Cooper offered the following resolution :

—

Resolved, That so much of the episcopal address as re-

fers to the subject of Church government, the various specu-

lations entered into by some of our friends, and tlie memori-

als that will probably be laid before us from the private

members, be referred to a committee on addresses, consist-
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ing of five, appointed by the president, to take into con-

sideration all such memorials as may be presented. Signed,

E. Cooper, L. M'Combs.
The question was taken on the appointment of such a

committee and carried.

Moved, that the number be twelve, one from each confer-

ence. Carried.

Moved, that they be elected by the annual conferences'

severally. Lost.

James Smith, a delegate from the Philadelphia Annual
Conference, appeared, presented his certificate of election,

and took his seat.

The president announced the following committee on the

affairs of Canada: M. Ruter, Fitch Reed, J. A. Merrill,

W. Chamberlain, George Pickering.

The communication from the trustees of the Charter Fund
was presented and read.

Moved, that the documents be printed under the direction

of the Committee on the Rules, (fee, at the expense of the

conference. Carried, and ordered that the number of copies

be one thousand two hundred and fifty.

A communication from T. C. Van Wick to Bishop
George, relative to the Charter Fund, was presented and
read.

L. M'Combs moved, that the communications from the

trustees of the Charter Fund be referred to the Committee
on the Itinerancy. Cariied.

M. Ruter moved, that the conference concur in the reply

of the trustees of the Charter Fund to T. C. Van Wick.
Carried.

On motion of E. Cooper, it was resolved that the confer-

ence now proceed to fill up the vacancy in the board of

trustees of the Charter Fund, and Thomas Jackson was
duly elected.

N. Bangs presented the report of the committee of the

New-York Conference on the revisal of the Discipline.

On motion of E. Cooper, the report was referred to the

Committee of Revisal and Unfinislied Business.

S. Martindale presented a petition from Wm. Myers,
which was read, and, on motion of D. Ostrander, was re-

ferred to the Committee on the Book Concern.

Robert Burch presented a petition from the Monongahela
Local District Conference, which was read, and, on motion,

referred to the Committee on Local Preachers.

R. Bigelow presented a letter from the Miami District

Conference, and a paper, signed by one hundred and nine-

teen names, which were read ; and, on motion, the first was
)eferred to the Committee on Local Preachers, and the sec-

ond to the Committee of Address on Petitions and Memori-
als, &c.
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C. Leacb presented a communication from certain mem-
bers of St. George's Church in Philadelphia, which was
read.

On motion, the reading of the printed paper accompany-

ing the communication was dispensed with, and the com-

munication and paper referred to the Committee of Ad-
dress, &c.

Wm. M'Mahon presented a communication from the

Huntsville District Conference, which was read, and, on

motion, referred to the Committee on Local Preachers.

J. Soule having informed the conference that the papers

in the conference trunk had by some means been very much
injured, the secretary requested that the state of the papers

be examined previously to liis taking charge of them, and,

on motion, L. Clark and S. G. Roszel were appointed a

committee with the secretary for this purpose.

J. A. Merrill gave notice that he should propose a reso-

lution to-morrow to make pro\ision for defraying the ex-

penses of the delegates to this conference, and the confer-

ence adjourned.
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TUESDAY, MAY 7.

The conference met at eight o'clock A. M., and was
opened with reading a portion of the Holy Scriptures, sing-

ing, and prayer, Bishop Roberts in the chair.

The Committee on Revisal and Unfinished Business made
the following report:

—

The Committee on Revisal, &c., beg lea^•e to present their

first report. Your committee have examined the Journals

of the last General Conference, and find nothing which, by
an act of that conference, was deferred to this. The com-

mittee, however, are impressed that there was business left by
the last General Conference in an unfinished state. Among
other business, the committee would mention a memorial

from the leaders' meeting in Baltimoie, upon the subject of

the education of children, with the report of a committee

thereon, and would recommend that it be referred to the

Committee on Education. They would also recommend
that the report of a special committee of the last General

Conference on the band rules be referred to a special com-
mittee of this conference.

The president announced the following committee of ad-

dress, &c. : N. Bangs, E. Wells, B. G. Paddock, G. R.

Jones, T. A. Morris, Wm. M'Mahon, W. Beauchamp, Wm.
Capers, H. G. Leigh, J. Frye, C. Pitman, A. Sale.

E. Mudge moved that the report of the Committee on

Revisal be amended by striking out so much of it as relates

to a special committee of this conference, and inserting the

Committee on Revisal, <fec. Lost.
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On motion, the report was then adopted, and it was
ordered that the committee consist of three.

S. Merwin presented a communication from the New-
Haven District Conference, which was read, and, on motion,
referred to the Committee on Local Preachers.

N. Bangs presented the report of the managers of the
Missionary Society, with accompanying documents.

The report was read, and, on motion, with the documents,
referred to the Committee on Missions.

J. B. Stratton presented a communication from the Cham-
plain District Conference, which was read, and, on motion,
referred to the Committee on Local Preachers.

J. B. Stratton presented a similar printed communication
from the same district conference, which was referred to

the same committee.

J. Soule presented a communication from E. Johnson, of
the state of Maine, which was read, and, on motion, was re-

ferred to the Committee on Churches and Parsonage-
houses.

J. A. Merrill presented a communication from the New-
England Conference, which was referred to the Committee
on the Boundaries of the Annual Conferences.

J. Moon presented a communication from the Black River
District, which was read, and, on motion, referred to the
Committee on Local Preachers.

B. G. Paddock presented a communication from the same
district, which was read, and, on motion, referred to the
Committee on the Boundaries of Conferences.

J. Hall presented a communication from Benoni Hains,
which was read, and, on motion, refened to the Committee
on the Episcopacy.

J. Young presented a communication from the Lancas-
ter District Conference, Ohio, with a protest attached to it

by himself, as the president of that conference, which was
read ; and also a communication from Wm. Cunningham,
which was partly read, and the further reading dispensed
with.

It was moved that the petitioner have leave to withdraw
his petition. Carried.

J. Young presented other communications from N. Walker
and L. Swormstedt, which were read.

It was moved, that all the papers presented by J. Young,
except the protest, be referred to the Committee of Ad-
dress, (fee.

After some discussion, J. Young asked leave to with-
draw his protest, which was granted, and the papers were
referred, without the protest, to the Committee of Address.

The president presented a communication from Cincin-
nati, which was read, and referred to the Committee of

Address, (fee.
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A communication was presented from the Greenbrier

District Conference, and referred to the Committee on the

Bounds of Conferences.

A communication was presented from the Holston Dis-

trict. It was read, and referred to the Committee on Local

Preachers.

S. R. Hodges presented a communication from the Athens
District Conference, Ga., which was read, and referred to

the Committee on Local Preachers.

B. Druanny presented a communication from the Norfolk

District Conference, which was read, and referred to the

Committee on Local Preachers,

E. Drake presented a communication from Washington,
N. C, which was read, and referred to the Committee of

Address, &c.

S. G. Roszel presented a communication from Jefferson

Circuit, which was read, and referred to the Committee of

Address, &c.

J. Soule presented a communication from Baltimore,

which was read, and referred to the Committee of Ad-
dress, &c.

E. Cooper oflFered the following resolution :

—

Resolved, That the Rev. Richard Reece, the delegate from
the British Conference to the American General Conference,

be, and he is hereby, respectfully requested to preach a ser-

mon to this General Conference, in Eutaw Church, on Wed-
nesday next, the 12th inst., at four o'clock P. M. Signed,

Ezekiel Cooper, Stephen G. Roszel. Unanimously adopted.

W. Capers presented the following resolution :

—

Resolved, That this conference would gladly be availed

of the opinion of our reverend and beloved brethren of the

British connexion on any subject which may come before

us during our session. Signed, W. Capers, E. Cooper.

The resolution was unanimously adopted, and the confer-

ence adjourned.

May 7.

Communica-
tions presented

Rev. RichanI
Reece request-

ed to preach a
sermon for the
General Con-
ference.

British Confer-
ence.

SATURDAY, MAY 8.

The conference met at eight o'clock A. M., and was
opened with reading a portion of the Holy Scnptures, sing-

ing, and prayer, Bishop George in the chair

L. Clark made the following report :

—

The committee appointed to examine the trunk beg leave

to report that they find the documents, Journals of certain

annual conferences, &c., contained therein, considerably in-

jured through the breaking of a bottle of ink that was, by
some one, unguardedly left in the trunk. The papers and
Journals above mentioned, though considerably stained by
the ink, are mos\ly intelligible, except one paper, which we
believe to be an exhibit of the Book Concern in New-

MajS.

Report of the
Committee to

examine trunk.
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York, wliich is entirely destroyed. Signed, L. Clark, S. G.
Roszel.

The report was accepted.

M. Ruler presented a communication from Philadelphia,

which was read, and referred to the Committee of Ad-
dress, &c.

J. Potts presented a communication from the Schuylkill

District Conference, Philadelphia.

After a part of this communication had been i-ead, J.

Liiidsey moved to dispense with the further reading of it,

which was lost. It was then read through, and, on motion

of N. Bangs, laid on the table.

A memorial from the ministry of the Schuylkill District

Conference was presented and read, and, on motion, laid on

the table.

E. Cooper presented a communication from Talbot Cir-

cuit, which was read, and referred to the Committee of Ad-
dress, (fee.

The president announced the following committees :

—

Select committee to draft an address to the British

Conference : Martin Ruter, George Pickering, Wilbur
Fisk.

Select committee to revise the band rules : Timothy Mer-
rit, Eben Smith, Phinehas Rice.

E. Cooper presented a communication from H. Boehm,
which was read, and referred to the Committee on the Book
Concern.

L. Lawrenson presented a communication from Wilming-
ton, Del., which was read, and referred to the Committee of

Address.

J. Moore presented a communication from the West Jer-

sey District Conference, which was read, and referred to the

Committee on I^ocal Preachers.

T. Ware presented a communication from the Chesapeake
District Conference, which was read, and referred to the

Committee on Local Preachers.

E. Cooper moved, that the communications from the

Schuylkill District Conference, and that from the ministry

of the same body, be taken up and referred to the Commit-
tee of Address, &c. Carried.

J. Soule presented a memorial from the Baltimore Dis-

trict Conference, which was read, and referred to the Com-
mittee on Local Preachers.

J. Soule presented a communication from a numerous
meeting of the male members of Baltimore, which, having

been partly read, L. Clark moved that the further reading

of it be dispensed with. Lost.

It was then read through, and referred to the Committee
of Address, &c.

J. Soule presented a communication from Baltimore re-
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specting Sabbath schools, which was read, and referred to

the Committee on Education.

M. Ruter presented certain memorials from Canada, peti-

tions from Hallowell and Bay Quintic Circuits, and another

from twelve of the travelling preachers in Canada, and four

others on trial, which were read and laid on the table ; and

counted memorials from the Thames and Lewis Creek Cir-

cuits, which were read and laid on the table. Another

from the New Settlement Mission was read and laid on the

table.

On motion, these several commimications, with the accom-

panying papers, were taken up and referred to the Commit-
tee on Canada Aft'airs.

S. G. Roszel gave the following notice : I give notice

that I shall bring forward, if spared and permitted, on

Monday next, a motion that the messengers sent to this

conference be heard on the subject of their mission.

J. Soule presented the following resolution of the Com-
mittee on the Episcopacy :

—

Resolved, That this committee request our chairman to

inquire of the conference whether this committee is author-

ized to examine into all matters connected with the episco-

pacy which to them appear proper to be inquired into.

N. Bangs ofiered the following resolution :

—

Resolved, That the Committee on the Episcopacy be in-

stinicted to inquire into all matters that they rnay believe

necessarily connected with the episcopal office and duties,

and whether the number of bishops shall be increased.

Signed, N. Bangs, W. Capers. Carried.

D. Ostrander's motion, respecting the financial system,

was then taken up and adopted, and it was ordered that the

number of the committee be five.

L. Clark moved, that so much of the address of the

bishops as relates to the strengthening of the episco-

pacy be referred to the Committee on the Episcopacy.

Carried.

T. Merwin moved, that the Committee on the Itinerancy

be discharged from the further consideration of the papers

on the Charter Fund, referred to them, and that the same

be referred to the Committee on Finance, «fec. Carried.

J. A. Merrill offered the following resolution :

—

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to ascertain the

amount of the expenses of the delegates to this conference,

and devise means to meet the same, and that they report

thereon. Signed, J. A. Merrill, Jonathan Stamper.

S. G. Roszel moved to strike out, after the word confer-

ence, " and devise means to meet the same."

J. A. Merrill then withdrew his motion, and W. Capers

offered the following :

—

Moved, that a special committee be appointed to inquire
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May 9. whether the several annual conferences have taken means to

meet tlie expenses of the delegates composing the General

Conference, whether any further provisions are, at this

time, necessary, and whether it is expedient for this confer-

ence to pass any general act on this subject. Signed, W.
Capers, J. A. Merrill. Carried, and ordered that the com-

mittee be five.

Conference adjourned.

May 10.
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BesoluMon
fered.

of-

MONDAY, MAY 10.

The conference met at eight o'clock A. M., and was
opened with reading a portion of the Scriptures, singing,

and prayer. Bishop Roberts in the chair.

The president announced the following committees, viz. :

—

Committee on Finance : D. Ostrander, J. W. Hardy, J.

Strange, John Smith, Benjamin R. Hoyt.

Committee to inquire into the expenses of the delegates

:

Samuel Luckey, J. Lindsey, J. Norton, C. Frye, J. Walker.

R. Tydings was appointed on the Committee on the Itin-

erancy, in place of A. Hemphill, released.

N. Bangs presented a communication from one of the

agents of the American Colonization Society, and, on mo-
tion, the i-eading was dispensed with, and they were refer-

red to the Committee on the People of Colour, &c.

N. Bangs presented a communication from the managers
of the Missionary Society, which was read, and, on motion,

referred to the Committee on Missions.

J. A. Merrill presented a communication from the New-
London District Conference, which was read, and referred

to the Committee on Local Preachers.

T. L. Douglass presented a letter from Barnabas M'Henry,
with accompanying documents. The letter was partly read,

and the further reading dispensed with ; and, on motion, the

letter and documents were laid on the table.

T. Stringfield presented a printed paper, entitled "An
Appeal," &c., from J. Dixon.

The reading was dispensed with, and it was laid on the

table.

E. Cooper presented a communication from the Wesleyan
African Church; also certain resolutions, &c., of the Phila-

delphia Annual Conference, on the same subject; which
were read, and, on motion, referred to the Committee on
the Affairs of the People of Colour.

J. Smith presented a communication from Kent County,

Md., which was read, and referred to the Committee of

Address, &c.

E. Cooper offered the following resolution :

—

Whereas sundry papers, petitions, and memorials, which

are referred to one committee, do contain information,



Journal of General Conference, 1824. 36*

matters and things which belong to the duties, and ought

to»be laid before another or other committees
;
particularly

the two committees on the affairs of the local preachers,

and on petitions and memorials from the members of our

Church. Therefore,

Resolved, That the committees, collectively and respect-

'ively, be hereby instructed mutually to interchange any and

all such papers, petitions, and memorials, as are referred to

them respectively, which contain information or matters

which relate or belong to the business or duties of any

other committee or committees, and especially fhe two

above mentioned. Signed, E. Cooper, W. Capers. Car-

ried.

W. Capers offered the following resolution :

—

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal and Unfinished

Business be discharged from the further consideration of a

report presented from New-Yoik, including a revised copy

of our form of Discipline. Signed, W. Capers, T. Merritt.

Carried.

On motion, it was then ordered that the report, &ic.,

mentioned in the preceding resolution, be referred to a spe-

cial committee of three.

Moved by N. Bangs, that that part of the report of the

committee of the New-York Conference, on the subject of the

revisal of the Discipline, which refers to the financial concerns

of our Church, be referred to the Committee on Finance.

The reading of the paper was called for, and it not being

present, the motion to refer was withdrawn.

N. Bangs ofi"ered the following resolution :

—

Moved, that a committee be appointed to inquire whether

any, and if any, what, alterations may be made in the rule

of Discipline on the admission and trial of members, and

also on the proper subjects of baptism ; and that said com-

mittee be authorized to call on any of the other committees

for papers which may refer to the above subjects. Signed,

N. Bangs, W. Capers. Carried, and ordered that the com-

mittee be three.

S. G. Roszel offered the following resolution :

—

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in

General Conference assembled, That the messengers from

the Canadian brethren be, and hereby are, permitted to

speak on the subject of their mission when the Canadian

affairs are brought before the conference. Signed, S. G.

Roszel, N. Bangs. Laid on the table.

On motion of N. Bangs, the appeal of Barnabas M'Henry
was taken up.

Moved, that the letter of B. M'Henry be referred to the

Committee on the Itinerancy.

The opinion of Bishops George and Roberts, given in

the case at Le.xington, was read.
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May 10.
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W. Capers offered the following resolution :

—

Moved, that we dismiss the further consideration of»a

letter and papers from brother Barnabas M 'Henry, and
that they be returned to his representative, said papers not

properly claiming to be an appeal to this General Confer-

ence. Signed, W. Capers, T. L. Douglass. Laid on the

table.

The Journal of the Tennessee Conference on B. M'Henry's

case was read, and also the Journal of the Kentucky Con-

ference, and the report of the committee on B. M'Henry's

trial.

W. Capers's moiion was then taken up.

Moved, that the motion be postponed till to-morrow.

Lost, and the resolution was adopted.

T. L. Douglass moved, that a letter be respectfully ad-

dressed to B. M'Henry, informing him of the reasons why
this conference have not considered, his case as properly

brought before them. Cairied. T. L. Douglass "was ap-

pointed to prepare the letter.

Conference adjourned.

May 11.

Ckjmmlttees an-
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TUESDAY, MAY 11.

The conference met at eight o'clock A. M., and was
opened with reading a portion of the Holy Scriptures, sing-

ing, and prayer. Bishop George in the chair.

Bishop M'Kendree stated to the conference that his not

taking the chair alternately with Bishops George and Rob-
berts was occasioned solely by affliction, and with the un-

derstanding and concurrence of his colleagues.

The president announced the following committee on the

rules of discipline for admitting and trying members, &c.

:

Nathan Bangs, Peter P. Sandford, Wilbur Fisk.

D. Ostrander, from the Committee on Churches and Par-

sonages, presented a report, which was read and laid on

the table.

D. Ostrander, from the committee on the boundaries of

the several annual conferences, presented a report, which

was read and laid on the table.

M. Ruter, from the Committee on Education, presented

a report, which was read and laid on the table.

P. P. Sandford presented a communication from the

African Zion Cliurch in New-York, which was read, and
referred to the Committee on the Affairs of the People of

Colour.

M. Lindsey presented certain papers purporting to be the

appeal of James Blair, which were laid on the table.

S. K. Hodges presented a communication from John
Hannon, which was referred to the Book Committee.

D. Hitt presented a communication from himself, with
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accompanying documents, which were referred to the Com-
mittee on the Book Concern.

The president presented a communication from Joseph

Scott, which was read, and referred to the Committee on

Local Preachei-s ; and also a communication from Charles

Virgin, wliich was read, and referred to the Committee on

the Book Concern.

J. Waterman presented a communication from the Car-

lisle District Conference, which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Local Preachers.

James Smith presented a communication from Frederick

Circuit, which was read, and referred to the Committee of

Address, &c.

N. Bangs presented the report of the book-agents, which

was read by liimself and T. Mason.

M. Ruter also made a verbal report of the Concern at

Cincinnati, and, on motion, the papers were referred to the

Committee on the Book Concern.

N. Bangs oftered the following resolution :

—

Moved, that the secretary of the New-York Conference

be instructed to furnish the Committee on the Book Concern

with the several reports of the Book Committee of the New-
York Conference and of the acts of said conference for the

last four years in relation to the Book Concern. Signed,

N. Bangs, T. L. Douglass. Carried.

W. Capers offered the following resolution :

—

Moved, that the Committee on the Book Concern be in-

structed to inquire whether books which contain doctrines

contrary to those believed and inculcated by us, do not

issue from that Concern ; whether it is expedient, under

any circumstances, and, if at all, under what circumstances,

to increase further the stock of the Concern by purchasing

books ; and wliether it is absolutely necessary to the pros-

perity of the Concern that the works pubUshed by us should

be so richly bound as many of them are. Signed, W. Ca-

pers, J. Norton. Carried.

G. Ekin gave notice that he would to-morrow offer the

following resolution, (No 2) :

—

Moved that it shall be the duty of each preacher in

charge to instruct the class-leaders in his circuit or station

to bring or send their class-papers to their last quarterly

meeting in the year, that the presiding elder may examine

them. Signed, George Ekin, Thomas Stringfield.

W. Fisk offered the following resolution :

—

Moved, that the Committee on Finance be instructed to

inquire into the expediency of striking out so much of

the Discipline as relates to the allowances of preachers,

their wives, and children, and that each annual conference

have the direction and control of so much of the tempo-

ral concerns of the Church as relates to the support of its

17
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own preachers. Signed, Wilbur Fisk, J. A. Merrill. Car-
ried.

T. Merritt offered the following resolutions :

—

Moved, that the Committee on Churches, &c., be in-

structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing each
annual conference the exclusive direction and control of

building churches within its own limits, provided they be
secured according to the deed of settlement provided in our

form of Discipline, and to report thereon. Signed, T, Mer-
ritt, George M'Nelly. Carried.

Moved, tha* the Committee on the AtFairs of the People
of Colour be instructed to inquire into the expediency of

allowing each annual conference, in the states where the

laws allow of holding slaves, to have the right of governing

themselves in relation to the subject of slavery, and subject

to the general rule, and report thereon. Signed, T. Merritt,

E. Mudge. Carried.

Moved, that the Committee on Itinerancy be instructed

to inquire into the expediency of allowing each annual con-

ference to determine for itself whether its presiding elders

shall travel through districts, as they now do, or be put into

circuits or stations, to act as chairmen of smaller districts,

and to report thereon. Signed, T. Merritt, E. Mudge.
Lost.

At the request of the secretary, it was resolved to ap-
point an additional secretary ; and Thomas Mason was ap-
pointed.

Moved, that the Committee on the Book Concern be in-

structed to inquire into the propriety of giving the presid-

ing elders power to reduce the price of those books that

are damaged. Signed, John Waterman, James Smith.
Lost.

Moved, that the committee appointed to inquire into the
propriety of revising the rule regulating the admission of

members, &c., be instructed to inquire into the propriety
of making some addition and amendments to the rule pro-
viding for the settlement of disputes, concerning the pay-
ment of debts or otherwise, between two or more members
of the Church, so as to make the aforesaid rule more ap-
plicable to such disputes between private members and
preachers, and between local and travelling preachers.

Signed, Russel Bigelow, G. R. Jones. Carried.

The report of the Committee on Churches and Parson-
age-houses, relative to the case of Elisha Johnston, was
taken up.

Moved and seconded, that the report be adopted.
Moved, &c., to amend the report by striking out the

word " wages." The amendment was lost.

The motion to adopt the report was carried.

Moved, (fee, that the appeal of James Blair be now taken
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up. Carried, and the papers in the case and the Journal of

the Kentucky Conference were read.

The president, being called on to determine whether there

is any appeal before the conference, J. Blair having made
no communication whatever to the conference, either per-

sonally or by any representative, decided that there is not

;

and the secretary was directed to return the papers to the

member who presented them, which was done.

N. Ban^s otFered the following resolution :

—

Moved, that the Committee on Education be instructed

to inquire into the expediency and practicability of estab-

lishing a general seminary of learning, or college, under the

superintendence of the General Conference. Signed, N.
Bangs, L. Clark. Carried.

R. Bigelow offered the following resolution :

—

Moved, that the Committee on Meeting-houses, <fec., be
instructed to inquire into the expediency of some specific

nde for the appointment of trustees of meeting-houses.

Signed, Russel Bigelow, James B. Finley. Carried.

Conference adjourned.

May 11.

Resolutions of-

fered.

WEDNESDAY, MAT 12.

The conference met at eight o'clock A. M., and was
opened with reading a portion of the Holy Scriptures, sing-

ing, and prayer, Bishop Roberts in the chair.

N. Tally was appointed a member of the Committee on

the Expenses of the Delegates, in place of J. Norton, re-

leased.

M. Ruter, from the Committee on Canada Affairs, pre-

sented a report, which was read ; and, on motion, J. Emory,
the representative of the last General Conference to the Biit-

ish Conference, having been requested to speak on this sub-

ject, suggested the propriety of recommitting the report to

the same committee, and of respectfully inviting the British

representative, the Rev. Richard Recce, and his companion,
the Rev. John Hannah, to meet with the committee ; which,

on motion, was accordingly done.

E. Cooper offered the following resolution :

—

Moved, that the superintendent be respectfully re-

quested to communicate to this conference the result of

brother John Emory's mission to the British Conference
relative to the Canada affairs, and other points, and how
far the stipulations between the two connexions, and the

agreement on both sides, have been carried into effect, and
that it be done previously to our acting on the report of

the Committee on Canada Affairs. Signed, E. Cooper, N.
Bangs. Carried.

J. Potts presented a communication from the local

preachers of Philadelphia, which was read, and, on motion.
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committed to the Committee on the Affairs of the Local
Preachers.

J. B. Finley offered the following resolution :

—

Moved, that the Committee on the Itinerancy be in-

structed -4.0 inquire into the expediency of having class-

books or papers printed at the Book Concern, so as to have
a general circulation throughout the whole connexion.

Signed, J. B. Finley, S. G. Roszel. Carried.

D. Ostrander offered the following resolution :

—

Moved, that the Committee of Address on petitions, <fec.,

be instructed to inquire into the expediency of directing the

several annual conferences to take measures to ascertain

the sentiments of our preachers, travelling and local, and
also of the members of our Church, on the subject of a lay

delegation, and report the result to the next General Con-
ference. Signed, D. Ostrander, George Ekin. Carried.

L. Myers offered tlie following resolution :

—

Moved that the Committee on Finance be instructed

to inquire into the necessity and expediency of so altering

our Discipline, that hereafter no single preacher, who shall

enter our travelling connexion and marry under four years,

shall be allowed any quarterage for his wife, or anything
for family expenses, until the expiration of said four years.

Signed, L. Myei-s, Samuel Dunwody. Carried.

J. Norton offered the following resolution :

—

Resolved, That the committee appointed to examine the
rule on the admission and trial of members, &c., be in-

structed to inquire into the expediency of so amending the

first section of the second chapter of our Discipline, by strik-

ing out so much thereof as makes it the duty of the

preacher in charge to put back on trial for marrying an un-
awakened person. Signed, James Norton, Caleb Leach.
Carried.

J. Moore offered the following resolution :

—

• Moved, that the Committee on the Local Ministiy be in-

structed to inquire into the expediency of doing away the
local district conferences, and making all the ordained local

preachers members of the annual conferences. Signed,

Jacob Moore, John Smith. Lost.

H. G. Leigh offered the following resolution :

—

Moved, that the Committee on the Book Concern be in-

structed to inquire into the expediency of so regulating the
discount allowed to the preachers and venders of our books,
that no advantage be given one above another. Signed^
H. G. Leigh, Thomas L. Douglass. Carried.

Moved, that the Committee on the Itinerancy, (fee, be
instructed to take into consideration the expediency of mak-
ing it the duty of annual conferences to give a travelling

preacher, when dropped, a certificate of his moral charac-

ter, without which he shall not be acknowledcred a member
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May 12.

Notice to ap-
point a com-
mittee to settle

disputed ac-

counts.

Eesolution to

alter the rule

relative to local

preachers.

of the Methodist Episcopal Church ; nor shall he be allowed

to preach until he obtain a license from a district or quar-

terly conference, as the case may be. Signed, W. Comp-
ton, John C. Ballew. Carried.

M. Ruter gave notice that on to-morrow he should bring

forward a motion for a special committee for the settlement

of some disputed accounts of some preachers and the Book
Concern.

Moved, that the Committee on the Affairs of the Local

Preachers be instructed to inquire into the expediency of

80 altering the rule relative to the local preachers that, in

all cases wheresoever a majority of the local preachers in

each district do not attend the conference, the business of

said conference shall be done by the quarterly conference of

the circuits respectively. Signed, L. M'Combs, J. Soule.

Oari-ied.

On motion of D. Ostrander, the report of the Commit-
tee on the Bounds of the Annual Conferences was then

taken up.

Moved, that the sections of the report of the Committee on

the Boundaries of Conferences which relate to the Genesee

and Canada Conferences be laid on the table until the

Committee on Canada Affairs report. Signed, N. Bangs,

James Smith. Carried.

The report being still under consideration, the conference

adjourned.

THURSDAY, MAY 13.

The conference met at eight o'clock A. M., and was

opened with reading a portion of the Holy Scriptures, sing-

ing, and prayer, Bishop George in the chair.

The bishop made the following communication to the

conference, with accompanying documents, which were

read:

—

" To the General Conference, d'c.

"In compliance with the resolution of the General Con- Documents pre
. A- • e i- i.1 f i i? i_ ii sented contain
ference requestmg mtormation on the subject ot brother

John Emory's mission to the British Conference in 1820,

the superintendents herewith communicate certain docu-

ments containing all the information desired and in their

possession. In addition to the subjects in which brothe.

Emory was specially instructed, it will be found that he

effected an arrangement, while in England, for the mutual

exchange of new publications between our respective book-

rooms—a measure which, we believe, is highly approved of

by our book-agents, as it is also by ourselves, and we pre-

sume will be by you.
" Very respectfully, &c., Wm. M'Ke.ndrek,

R. R. Roberts.
"Ballimore, May 13, 1824."

Motion to take
up report of
the Committee
on Boundaries.

Motion to lay on
the table the
sections of said

report concern-
ing the Gene-
see and Canada
Conferences.

May 13.

Conference
sembles.

ing informa-
tion concern-
ing Emory's
mission.
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.May 13.

T'oetscript con-
ceriiing the
state of the

Canada' mis-
sions.

liesolution ou
(.'anada Affairs.

Vote of thanks
leiven to broth-
er Keece for his

excellent ser-

mon.

Assistant secre-

tary pro tern.

appointed.
Wm. Burke's
appeal taken
up.

P. S. The present state of Kingston, U. C, and part of the

Ottawa Circuit, L. C, will appear from the correspondence

between the missionary committee in London and your

superintendents respecting them.

The accompanying documents were also read.

E. Cooper offered the following resolution :

—

Moved, that so much of the superintendents' communica-

tion on John Emory's mission to the British Conference, and

its results, as relates to the Canada affairs, be referred to the

Committee on Canada Affairs ; and that the residue thereof

be referred to the committee appointed to answer the letter

from the British Conference to us. Signed, E. Cooper, N.

Bangs. Carried.

Moved, the adoption of the following resolution, viz. :

—

Resolved, That the thanks of the conference be presented

to our beloved brother Reece for his excellent sermon
preached yesterday to the General Conference, and that he

be, and hereby is, respectfully requested to furnish a copy
for publication, and also to furnish us with a copy of his

address to this confei-ence, on the day of his introduction,

for pubhcation. Signed, J. Soule, A. Hemphill. Adopted
unanimously.

T. Mason being absent, Wm. Case was nominated and
appointed assistant secretary until T. Mason can be present.

L. M'Combs and M. Ruter moved that the appeal of

Wm. Burke be now taken up.

At the request of the president, E. Cooper took the chair,

and the motion of L. M'Combs was carried.

Wm. Burke was then invited by the chairman to present

his appeal, and the grounds of it.

The Journal of the Ohio Conference of August, 1820, on
Wm. Burke's case, was read, and Wm. Burke stated his

appeal, and the grounds of it, without interruption.

The delegates of the Ohio Conference then responded,

and Wm. Burke commenced his reply; and the case being
still under consideration at the hour of adjournment, the

conference adjourned.

May 14.

Conference
sembles.

Case of Wm.
Burke resum-

FEIDAY, MAY 14.

The conference met at eight o'clock A, M., and was
opened with reading a portion of the Holy Scriptures, sing-

ing, and prayer, Bishop Roberts in the chair.

The president announced the following committee :

—

Committee to consider the revised copy of the Discipline

from New-York : Laban Clark, Charles Elliott, David
Young.

E. Cooper was again called to the chair, and the case of

Wm. Burke was resumed. Wm. Burke then concluded liis

reply, and afterward withdrew.
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S. H. Thompson offered the following resolution :

—

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in

General Conference assembled. That the decision of the

Ohio Annual Conference in 1820, by which Wm. liurho

was expelled from the Methodist Episcopal Church, be, and

the same is hereby confirmed. Signed, S. H. Thompson,
Peter Cartwright.

J. B. Finley, J. Young, Charles Elliott, G. R. Jones, John
Sale, R. Bigelow, J. Tevis, J. Stamper, and John Brown,

who had voted on the case of Wm. Burke at the time of his

expulsion by the Ohio Annual Conference, severally asked

to be excused from voting on this appeal, and were ex-

cused.

M. Ruter, who was a member of the Ohio Conference at

that time, but did not vote on the case of Wm. Burke,

asked to be excused from voting on this appeal, and was
not excused.

Wm. Winans, from considerations of a personal nature

between Wm. Burke and himself, asked to be excused from

voting on this appeal, and was excased.

It was moved that J. Waterman be requested to speak

on this case. Lost.

The chair decided that J. Waterman was at entire liberty

to speak on the case, if he chose, without any request of the

conference.

At one o'clock, the hour of adjournment, it was moved
and seconded to sit fifteen minutes longer.

The question was then taken on the resolution made by
S. H. Thompson and Peter Cartwright, and carried.

Conference adjourned.

May 14.

Resolution to

confirm the de-
cision of the
Oliio Confer-
ence.

Members of tlic

Ohio Confer-
ence excused
from v<)ting on
the ca.se of
Wm. Burke.

Motion to re-

quest J.Water-
man to speak
on W. Burke's
ca.se.

SATURDAY, MAY 15.

The conference met at eight o'clock A. M., and was
opened with reading a portion of the Holy Scriptures, sing-

ing, and prayer, Bishop George in the chair.

Daniel Ostrander, from the Committee on Churches and

Parsonage-houses, made a report, which was read, and laid

on the table.

J. Soule, from the Committee on the Episcopacy, made
a report, which was read, and laid on the table.

E. Cooper, from the Committee on the Book Concern,

made a report, in part, which was read, and laid on the

table.

M. Ruter, from the Committee on Education, made a

further report, which was read, and laid on the table.

D. Ostrander, from the Committee on the Financial Sys-

ttim, made a report, which was read, and laid on the

table.

Moved and seconded, that the report be printed, under

May 15.

Conference as-

sembles.

Ecport of the
Committee on
Episcopacy.

Keport of the

(Committee ori

the Book Con-
cern.

Report of the
Committee ou
Education.

Report of the
Committee on
Financial Sys-
tem.
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May 15.

Report of the
Committee on
llanada Affairs.

Report of the
Committee on
Band Kules.

Jleport of the
( Committee on
the Expenses of

Delegates.

('all from the
(;hair for peti-

tions, memo-
rials, and ap-
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sented from J.

Walker.

Resolution to
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mittee to settle

disputed ac-
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Motion to refer

J. Walker's
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Dixon, of the
Tennessee Con-
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nounced to set-
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presented from
Koanoke Dis-
trict Confer-
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D. C.
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ton, D. C.
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case of J.

Dixon.

J>e:ive of ab-
sence granted
to J. Soule.

the direction of the committee, for the use of the members
of this conference, and to be headed, " Under Correc-

tion."

Moved that the motion be laid on the table. Carried,

and the report also was laid on the table.

M. Ruter, from the Committee on Canada Affairs, made
a report, which was read, and laid on the table,

T. Merritt, from the Committee on the Band Rules, made
a report, which was read.

S. Luckey presented the report of the Committee on the

Expenses of the Delegates, which was read.

On the call from the chair for petitions, memorials, and
appeals, it was stated that J. Crawfoi'd, from the New-York
Conference, was present, with the view of bringing an appeal

before the conference unpresented, which he wished to be

taken up as early as convenient ; and, on motion, it was
made the order of the day for Monday, the seventeenth

instant.

A memorial from J. Walker, of the Missouri Conference,

was presented, read, and laid on the table.

M. Ruter offered the following resolution :

—

Moved, that a special committee be appointed, with au-

thority to settle any disputed accounts that may be brought

before them between the Book Concern and certain indi-

vidual persons. Signed, M. Ruter, A. Hemphill. Carried.

Moved by E. Cooper, that J. Walker's memorial be re-

ferred to the special committee for the settlement of dis-

puted accounts between the Book Concern and certain

individuals. Carried.

The appeal of James Dixon, of the Tennessee Conference,

was taken up, read, and referred to a select committee of

three.

The president announced the following committee on dis-

puted accounts between individuals and the Book Concern :

Wm. Beauchamp, Wm. Capers, Joshua Wells.

H. Holmes presented a communication from the Roanoke
District Conference, which was read, and referred to the

Committee on Local Preachers.

Two memorials from Georgetown, D. C, were presented

by J. M'Cann, and after the reading of a part of one and
the whole of the other, they were referred to the Committee
of Address on Memorials, <fec.

S. G. Roszel presented a memorial from the Foundry
Station, Washington, D. C, which was read in part, and

referred to the same committee.

The president announced the following committee on the

case of James Dixon : Henry Holmes, Thomas Stringfield,

Thomas A. Morris.

J. Soule requested leave of absence during the remainder

of the sitting, in consequence of indisposition. Granted.
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D. Ostrander gave the following notice :

—

" I give notice that I shall, on Monday-, bring in a reso-

lution appointing Wednesday, the twenty-sixth instant, as

the day when the General Conference will finally close its

present session. Signed, D. Ostrander."

J. Waterman presented an address to the General Con-
ference, signed by sundry persons, which was referred to

the Committee on Local Preachers.

The order of the day was called for, and the report of

the Committee on the Boundaries of the Conferences was
taken up, and the conference proceeded in the considera-

tion thereof to the conclusion of the boundaries of the Ken-
tucky Conference ; when, on motion, the residue of the

report was recommitted to the same committee.

Wm. Capers asked leave of absence till Thursday next.

Granted.

Moved, that on and after Monday next we hold two ses-

sions a day, to commence at eight o'clock A. M. and three

o'clock P. M., and adjourn at twelve o'clock noon and six

o'clock P. LI. Signed, Samuel Luckey, George Pickering.

Carried.

Conference adjourned.

May 15.

Notice to brinj.'

a motion to aji-

point Wedno.'^-

day, the 26tli

inst., for COD-
ference to ad-
journ.
Address pro-

sonted to Gen-
eral Confer-
ence by J. M'a-
terman.
Report of tlic

Oommittee oc
Boundaries.

Leave of ab-
sence gTant«d
to Wm. Capei-s.

Motion to hold
two sessions on
Monday, the
ITth.

MONDAY, MAY 17.

The conference met at eight o'clock A. M., and was
opened with reading a portion of the Holy Scriptures, sing-

ing, and prayer. Bishop Roberts in the chair.

D. Ostrander, from the committee to whom the report on

the boundaries of the annual conferences was recommitted,

made a report, which was laid on the table.

N. Bangs, from the Committee on the Revision of the

Discipline for the admission and trial of members, &c., made
a report, which was read, and laid on the table.

Moved, that nothing but the decision on Mr. Burke's case

be given to him, unless he requests it, by the secretary.

Signed, S. G. Roszel, Thomas L. Douglass. Lost.

Moved, that the secretary be directed to furnish Wm.
Burke with a copy of the proceedings of this conference

upon the case of his appeal. Signed, E. Cooper, L.

M'Combs. Carried.

T. Merritt gave the following notice :

—

" To-morrow I shall move a resolution to limit the term
for receiving petitions and memorials, and for repealing the

second rule under the third head in the rules and orders of

the General Conference."

On motion, the appeal of Joseph Crawford was taken

up, and, on motion, all persons present, not membei's
or officers of the conference, were requested to with-

draw.

May 17.

Conference
Bembles.

Report of the
Committee on
Boundaries.

Report of the
Committee on
Revision of the

Discipline.

Motion to give
nothing but tlit

decision to Mr.
Burke.

Motion to give
to Mr. Burke a
copy of the
proceedings of
conference on
his appeal.

Appeal of Joe.

Crawford taken
up.
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May IT.

Leave of ab-

sence granted
to J. Soule.

Case of J. Craw-
ford.

Conference as-

sembles.

Appeal of Jo-
seph Crawford
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Leave granted
the New-York
delegation to

retire when the
vote was taken.
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confirm the de-
cision of , the
New-York
Conference on
said case.

Motion to
amend said re-

solution.

J. Soule, on account of indisposition, asked and obtained

leave of absence when he may wish to retire.

The Journal of the New-York Conference of 1820, in the

case of J. Crawford, was read.

J. Crawford was then invited to state the grounds of his

appeal, which he did without interruption.

The delegates of the New-York Conference then re-

sponded in the presence of the appellant, and, at the hour

of adjournment, conference adjourned.

Monday Afternoon.

The conference met, and was opened with reading a por-

tion of the Holy Scriptures, singing, and prayer.

The appeal of Joseph Crawford was resumed, and he

.

made his reply, and afterward withdrew.

D. Ostrander asked leave for himself and as many others

of the New-York delegation as may choose to retire with-

out the bar when the question shall be taken on this appeaJ,

which was granted.

M. Lindsey offered the following resolution :

—

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in

General Conference assembled, That the decision of the

New-York Conference, by which Joseph Crawford was ex-

pelled fi'om the Methodist Episcopal Church, be, and here-

by is confirmed. Signed, Marcus Lindsey, S. H. Thompson.

J. Soule, who was a member of the New-York Confer-

ence at the time of Joseph Crawford's expulsion and voted

on his case, asked to be excused from voting on this appeal,

and was excused.

W. Fisk moved that the above resolution be amended by
striking out the word " confirmed" and inserting the word
" reversed."

At the hour of adjournment, on motion, it was resolved

to sit five minutes longer; and, on motion, the conference

then adjourned till to-morrow morning, the case of Joseph
Crawford beinar still under considei-ation.

Mayia

Conference
sembles.

Case of Joseph
Crawford re-

sumed.

TUESDAY, MAY 18.

The conference met at eight o'clock A. M., and was
opened with reading a portion of the Holy Scriptures, sing-

ing, and prayer, -Bishop Roberts in the chair.

The case of Joseph Crawford was resumed.

The amendment offered by W. Fisk yesterday was with-

drawn.

Fitch Reed, who was a member of the New-York Con-
ference at the time of Joseph Crawford's expulsion and

voted on his case, and H. H. Brown and John Smith, not

having heard the defence, severally asked to be excused

from voting on this appeal, and were excused.
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John Scripps asked to be excused from voting on this

appeal, and was not excused.

The president decided that if the conference resolved not

to confirm the decision of the New-York Annual Confer-

ence, the case will still be open for any other course which
the conference may think proper to take.

The question was then taken on the resolution offered

yesterday by M. Lindsey and S. H. Thompson. . Lost.

The following resolution was then offered :

—

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in

General Conference assembled, That the case of J. Crawford

be referred back to the New-York Annual Conference for

a new trial. Signed, Wilbur Fisk, James Smith. Carried.

On motion, it was resolved to dispense with the regular

order of business, and to take up the reports on the Canada
affairs.

L. Pierce gave notice that he should to-morrow offer the

following resolution :

—

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in

General Conference assembled, That it be and is hereby
recommended to the several annual conferences to adopt

the following article as a provision to be annexed to the

sixth article of the " limitations and restrictions " adopted

by the General Conference in 1808, viz. :

—

Provided, also, that whenever the delegated General

Conference shall pass any rule or rules which, in the judg-

ment of the bishops, or a majority of them, are contrary

to or an infringement upon the above " limitations and re-

strictions," or any one of them, such rule or rules being re-

turned to the conference within three days after their pas-

sage, together with the objections of the bishops to them, in

writing, the conference shall reconsider such rule or rules,

and if, upon reconsideiation, they shall pass by a majority

of two-thirds of the members present, they shall be consid-

ered as rules, and go into immediate effect ; but in case a

less majority shall differ from the opinion of the bishops,'

and they continue to sustain their objections, the rule or

rules objected to shall be laid before the annual confer-

ences, in which case the decision of a majority of all the

members of the annual conference present when the vote

shall be taken shall be final. In taking the vote in all such

cases in the annual conferences, the secretaries shall give a

certificate of the number of votes, both in the affirmative

and negative, and such certificates shall be forwarded to

the editor and general book-steward, who, with one or more^

of the bishops, who may be present, shall be a committee

to canvass the votes and certify the result. Signed, Lovick

Pierce, Wm. Winans.

H. H. Brown asked and obtained leave of absence for the

remainder of the day.

Mftyia

Kesolatlon to

refer Uie said

case to the
New-York
Conference fur

a new trial
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May 18.

Report of the
Committee on
Canada Affairs.

Circular ad-

. dressed to the

Canada Meth-
odist Episcopal
Church.
Leave of ab-

sence granted
to the Missouri

Motion to fur-

nish the mes-
•sengers from
Canada with a
copy of the re-

port and ad-
dress.

Kesolution to

close General
Conference on
Wednesday,
May 26th.

Resolution that
after the 20th
inst.no petition

or memorial be
received.

Vote of thanks
given to John
Kmory.

Report of the
Committee on
Boundaries
taken up.

Conference as-

sembled.

Report of the
Committee on
Boundaries re-

turned.

Report of the
Committee on
Churches and
i'arsonages
laken up.

The report of the Committee on Canada Affairs was theu

read, and the resolution and preamble were severally sus-

tained,

A circular addressed to the ministers, preachers, and
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Canada was
read.

The extreme illness of David Sharp, a delegate from the

Missouri Conference, being stated, his colleagues of the

Missoliri delegation asked and obtained leave of absence.

The address to the ministers, &c., in Canada was then

adopted, and, on motion, the report and address, &c., were

read a second time by their title and finally adopted.

It was moved that the secretary be directed to furnish

the messengers from Canada with a copy of the report and

address. Carried.

D. Ostrander offered the following resolution:

—

Resolved, That this General Conference will finally close

its present session on Wednesday, the twenty-sixth instant.

Signed, D. Ostrander, John Lattimer. Laid on the table.

T. Merritt offered the following resolution :

—

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in

General Conference assembled. That after Thursday, the

twentieth inst., no petition or memorial shall be received by
the General Conference, and that the second rule under the

third head of "Rules and Orders of the General Conference,"

so far as it stands opposed to this resolution, be, and the

same is hereby repealed. Signed, T. Merritt, J. Baker.

Laid on the table.

Resolved, &c.. That this conference return its thanks, by
a rising vote, to our beloved brother Emory, for his active

zeal and indefatigable diligence in faithfully and satisfac-

torily fulfilling the duties of his office as delegate of this

conference to the British Conference. Signed, Thomas
Madden, Martin Ruter. Adopted.

The report of the Committee on the Boundaries of the

Conferences was then taken up, and the same being still

under consideration, the conference adjourned.

Tuesday Afternoon.

The conference met at three o'clock, and was opened
with reading a portion of the Holy Scriptures, singing, and
prayer.

The consideration of the report of the Committee on the

Boundaries of the Annual Conferences was resumed, and
the several resolutions and provisions, as amended, were

sustained.

The report of the Committee on Churches and Parson-

age-houses was then taken up and read, and the first reso-

lution being under consideration, the conference adjourned.
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 19.

The conference met at eiglit o'clock A. M., and was
opened with reading a portion of the Holy Scriptures, sing-

ing, and prayer, Bishop George in the chair.

M. Lindsey presented a petition from himself and certain

other preachers in behalf of the representatives of Samuel
Demint, deceased, which was read and referred to the Com-
mittee on the Book Concern.

E. Hedding, from the Committee on Missions, presented

a report, which was read and laid on the table.

W. Beauchamp, from the Committee on Disputed Ac-
counts between individuals and the Book Concern, pre-

sented a report on the case of Jesse Walker, which was read

and laid on the table.

It was moved and seconded to dispense with the order

of the day, and to take up the report of the Committee on
the Episcopacy. Lost.

The consideration of the report of the Committee on
Churches and Parsonage-houses was then resumed, and, on
motion of M. Ruter and J. A. Merrill, the report was le-

committed.

The report of the Committee on the Episcopacy was then
taken up and read.

E. Cooper and Robert Burch moved to amend the first

resolution by inserting the words "generally of" between
the words " approve " and " the." Carried.

N. Bangs offered the following resolution :

—

Moved, that the fourth resolution of the report on the

Episcopacy be recommitted, and that the committee be in-

structed so to amend it as to divide the connexion into epis-

copal departments. Signed, N. Bangs, Ezekiel Cooper.

The motion being divided, the question was taken on the

recommitment and lost, and the residue of the resolution

was withdrawn. The several resolutions of the report, as

amended, were then adopted.

W. Capers gave the following notice :

—

On to-morrow I will introduce a resolution to change
the thirteenth article of the constitution of the Missionary

Society. W. Capers.

The report, in part, of the Committee on the Book Con-
cern was then taken up.

On motion it was resolved, that Thomas Mason, the as-

sistant book-agent, be requested to speak on any subject

connected with the Book Concern.

The first, second, and third resolutions were adopted, and
the fourth lesolution being under consideration, the confer-

ence adjourned until three o'clock P. M.

May 19.
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May 10.

Report on Book
Concern re-
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Certificate of D.
Hitt read.
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WsDNESDAy Afternoon.

Reed moved, that a door-keeper be appointed.

The consideration of the report of the Committee on the

Book Concern was resumed.
The fourth resolution was adopted.

S. Martindale moved that D. Hitt be allowed interest on
the amount mentioned in the fourth resolution. Lost.

On the fifth resolution Thomas Mason asked pei'mission

to make a statement, which was granted.

The certificate of Daniel Hitt on W. Myers's case was
read, and the question was taken on the fifth resolution and
lost ; and, on motion of D. Ostrander, the petitioner had
leave to withdraw his petition.

The report of the Committee on Education w^as then taken

up and read.

D. Ostrander moved, that the report be recommitted.

Lost.

The resolutions were then sustained as amended.

J). Ostrander offered the following resolution :

—

Resolved, That a committee of be appointed to in-

quire and report what resolutions or reports it is indispens-

able for the conference to act upon in their present session,

and to report the same, and that the conference take up
said resolutions and report in the order reported. Signed,

D. Ostrander. Laid on the table.

D. Younff offered the followinaf resolution:

—

Resolved, &c., That all the members of this conference

who have disputed accounts with the Book Concern, be
permitted to present them to the special committee ap-

pointed to settle disputed accounts. Signed, D. Young,
.r. B. Finley. Laid on the table. .

P. Cartwright gave notice that he should to-morrow oflFer

the following resolution :

—

Whereas the resolutions which were suspended at the

last General Conference are null and void, inasmuch as a

majority of the annual conferences have judged them un-

constitutional, and whereas six of the annual conferences

have recommended their adoption ; therefore

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in

General Conference assembled. That said resolutions go into

effect as soon as their adoption shall be recommended by
those annual conferences which have not recommended
them, they being approved by two-thirds of the present

General Conference. Signed, Peter Cartwright, Wm.
M'Mahon.

Conference adjourned until to-morrow.
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TIIUESDAY, MAY 20.

The Conference met at eight o'clock A. M., and was

opened with reading a portion of the Holy Scriptures, sing-

ing, and prayer, Bishop Roberts in the chair.

E. Cooper, from the Committee on the Book Concern,

presented a further report, in part, which was read and laid

on the table.

P. P. Sandford presented a petition from the quarterly

conference of New-York, respecting the place of holding

the next General Conference, which was read and laid on

the table.

E. Hedding and others presented a memorial in behalf

of Oliver Beale, wliich was read.

E. Hedding offered the following resolution :

—

Resolved, &c., That Oliver Beale be exonerated from the

interest due on the debt due by him to the Book Concern,

on the same conditions as in the case of Charles Virgin.

Signed, E. Hedding, E. Cooper. Adopted.

J. Hanly presented a petition from G. Harmon, which,

on motion of D. Ostrander, was referred to the book- agents

and the Book Committee at NeAv-York, with discretionary

power to act on it as they may think proper.

J. Sale presented a petition from himself, which, on mo-
tion, was referred to the Committee on Disputed Accounts

between individuals and the Book Concern.

J. B. Finley made a verbal communication in behalf of

Pittsburgh, respecting the place of the next General Con-

ference.

S. G. Roszel presented a petition from the Baltimore

Quarterly-meeting Conference, respecting the place of the

next General Conference, which was read and laid on the

table.

S. G. Roszel ffave notice of the following resolu-

tion :

—

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in

General Conference assembled. That in all cases where any

person shall have joined the Methodist Episcopal Church,

who has been regularly ordained by a bishop of the Prot-

estant Episcopal Churcli, such ordination shall be, and

liereby is considered valid. Signed, S. G, Roszel, Benja-

min Devany.

J. M'Can presented a communication from the Coloniza-

tion Society, which was read, and, on motion of J. B. Fin-

ley, referred to a select committee of three.

On motion of S. G. Roszel, the Committee on the AfFaii-s

of the People of Colour were discharged from the further

consideration of the papers referred to them respecting the

Colonization Society, and the same were referred to the se-

lect committee last ordered.
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The president presented a communication from twenty-

five persons in Alexandria, D. C, on the subject of slavery,

which was read and referred to the Committee on the Af-

fairs of the People of Colour.

L. Skidmore gave notice of the following resolution :

—

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in

General Conference assembled, That we will give and re-

ceive notes certifying the moral standing of members wish-

ing to go from our Church to other Churches and coming
from other Churches to ours. Signed, L. Skidmore, S.

Martindale.

L. Skidmore offered the following resolution :

—

Resolved, That the Committee on the Subject of Bap-

tism, &c., be instructed to inquire into the expediency of

striking out the following sentence from the first prayer of

our form of the ministration of baptism to infants, viz.

:

" And by the baptism of thy well-beloved Son, Jesus Christ,

in the river Jordan, did sanctify water for the holy sacra-

ment." And that the committee be further instructed to

inquire into the expediency of adding another form of bap-

tism which shall be for believers ; and that the committee

be further instructed to inquire into the expediency of

abridging the form of solemnization of matrimony, espe-

cially that part which requires repetition after the minister.

Signed, L. Skidmore, Hez. G. Leigh. Adopted.
T. Merritt gave the following notice :

—

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in

General Conference assembled, That it is expedient so to

alter the second article of the Restrictive Rules as not to

allow of more than one representative for every fourteen

members of an annual conference, nor allow of a less number
than one for every twenty-one : Provided, however, that if

it should so happen that an annual conference should not

have the number of members to send a representative, such

conference shall be allowed one representative. Signed,

T. Merritt, E. Mudge.
The report of the Committee on Financial Concerns was

then taken up and read.

Moved by E. Cooper, to strike out, in the first specifica-

tion, the words "one hundred," and insert " eiglity."

Withdrawn.
The first resolution was then taken up. A division of the

resolution was called for.

The question on the first member was put and lost.

A motion was made to recommit the report. With-
drawn.

The following committee was appointed :

—

A committee to take into consideration the Communica-
tions of the Colonization Society : Joshua Soule, Nathan
Bangs, Lewis Myers.
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On motion, W. Capers was permitted to introduce the

resolution notified yesterday, to alter the thirteenth article

of the Constitution of the Missionary Society of the Meth-

odist Episcopal Clmrch. Laid on the table.

S. H. Thompson moved the followinor :

—

Moved, that Friday, the twenty-first inst., be set apart

by this General Conference as a day of fasting and prayer

for the divine blessing on this conference and the connexion

at large, and especially that the afflicted members of the

conference be made subjects of our petitions. Signed, Sam-
uel H. Thompson, Charles Pitman. Carried.

Moved, that Armstrong & Plaskitt's bill for printing, pre-

sented yesterday by J. Soiile, be paid out of the book funds.

Carried.

The second report of the Committee on Education was
taken up and sustained.

N. Bangs offered the following resolution as an addition

to the report :

—

Resolved, That the preachers be instructed to discourage

our people from teaching Sunday schools during the regular

hours of Churcli-service. Signed, N. Bangs, S. Merwin.

Lost.

The report of the Committee on the Band Rules was then

taken up and read. The first resolution being under con-

sideration, the conference adjourned until three o'clock P. M.

Thursday Afternook.

The conference met, and was opened with reading a por-

tion of the Holy Scriptures, singing, and prayer.

The consideration of the report on the Band Rules was
resumed, and all the resolutions were rejected, except the

last, which was sustained.

The report of the Committee on the Expenses of the

Delegates was then taken up and read.

The first resolution was lost.

M. Ruter moved that the report be recommitted, and

that the committee be instructed to report a moderate

draft on the book fund to meet the expenses of the dele-

gates. Carried.

On motion, the regular order was dispensed with, and

the report on the boundaries of the conferences was taken

up, and the question was taken on the final passage of the

several resolutions, and they were severally passed, and also

the provisoes, as follows :

—

Your Committee on Boundaries beg leave to make the

following report:

—

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in

General Conference assembled, That the boundaries of the

several annual conferences be as follows :

—

1. Maine Conference shall include all the state of Maine

18

May 20.

Resolution tn

alter tli.> thir

tooutli article

of tliu Consli-

tution of tlie

Missioimry S'>-

eiety.

Motion to .'el

apart I'riitay,

tlio 21.st inst.,

88 a day of fitt-

ing and prav' .'

Motion to pay
printing,' l>ill

out of l)ook

fund.

Report of tlie

Coinmittee on
Education.

Resolution con-
cerning said

report.

Report on Baiwl
Rules.

Report on Band
Rules resutn-
ed.

Rftport of ex •

pense.s of dele
gates.

Regular order
dispensed wittt.

Report of tli*

Committee cm
Boundadw.

First boundary.



274 Journal of General Conference, 1824.

May 20.

Second bound-
ary.

Third bonndary.

Fourth bound-
ary.

Fifth boundary.

Sixth boundary.

Seventh bound-
ary.

Eighth bound-
ary.

Ninth bonnd-
ary.

Tenth bound-
ary.
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and that part of New-Hampshire lying east of the White
Hills and north of the waters of the Ossipee Lake.

2. New-England Conference shall include the remaining

part of the state of New-Hampshire, that part of Vermont
lying east of the Green Mountains, those parts of Massa-

chusetts and Connecticut lying east of Connecticut River,

and all the state of Rhode Island.

3. New-York Conference shall include those parts of

Connecticut and Massachusetts lying west of Connecticut

River, that part of Vermont lying west of the Green Mount-
ains, and all the state of New-York not included in the

Genesee and Philadelphia Conferences.

4. Genesee Conference sliall include the Oneida, Black

River, Chenango, Susquehanna, Ontario, Genesee, and Erie

Districts and Sharon Circuit, from New-York, except that

part of Erie District southwest of Cattaraugus Creek.

5. Canada Conference shall include all the upper prov-

ince of Canada.

6. Pittsburgh Conference shall commence at the mouth
of Cattaraugus Creek on Lake Erie, thence to Olean Point,

on Alleghany River, thence eastward to the top of the

Alleghany Mountains, thence along the mountains south-

ward to the head of Tygart's Valley, thence to the Ohio
River, so as to include the Middle Island and Little Ken-
hona Circuits, thence up said river to the mouth of Little

Muskingum, thence to the mouth of White Woman, so as

to include Munroe, Barrensville, and Duck Creek Circuits ;

thence northeastward between the waters of Tuscarawas
and Mohican to Lake Erie, near the mouth of Cuyahoga,
so as to include Tuscarawas and Canton Circuits, thence

down the lake to the mouth of Cattaraugus.

7. The Ohio Conference shall include the remaining part

of the state of Ohio, the territory of Michigan, and the

Kenhawa.
8. Illinois Conference shall include the states of Indiana

and Illinois.

9. Missouri Conference shall include the state of Missouri

and Arkansas Territory.

10. Kentucky Conference shall include the state of Ken-
tucky, and that part of the state of Tennessee lying north
of the Cumberland River.

11. Tennessee Conference shall include all that part df

Tennessee state south of Cumberland River and west of the

Cumberland Mountains, and that part of Alabama state

lying north of the mountains which divide the waters of

Mobile Bay from the Tennessee River.

12. Holston Conference shall include the remaining part

of Tennessee lying east of the Cumberland Mountains, and
that part of Virginia and North Carolina embraced in Hol-
ston District and the Black Mountain and French Broad
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Circuits, formerly belonging to South Carolina Confer- Maysa

13. Mississippi Conference shall include the states of

Mississippi and Louisiana and that part of Alabama not in-

cluded in Tennessee Conference, and all West Florida.

14. South Carolina Conference shall include all of South

Carolina, Georgia, East Florida, and that part of North

Carolina not included in the Virginia and Holston Confer-

ences.

15. Virginia Conference shall include the circuits situated

on the Yadkin River, and that part of North Carolina lying

north of Cape Fear River, except Wilmington, and that part

of Virginia lying south of Rappahannock and east of the

Blue Ridge, e.xcept Fredericksburgh.

16. Baltimore Conference shall include the remaining

part of Virginia not included in the Virginia, Holston, Ohio,

Pittsburgh, and Philadelphia Conferences, the western shore

of Maryland, and that part of Pennsylvania lying east of

the Alleghany Mountains and west of Susquehanna River,

including Northumberland District.

17. Philadelphia Conference shall include the whole of

the peninsula between the Chesapeake and Delaware Bays,

and all that part of Pennsylvania lying between the Sus-

quehanna and Delaware Rivers, except what is included in

the Baltimore and Genesee Conferences ; and all the state

of New-Jersey, Staten Island, and so much of the state of

New-York as now is, or at any time may be, included in

the Bergen and Hamburgh Circuits.

Provided that the bishops be, and are hereby authorized,

by and with the advice and consent of the South Carolina

and Mississippi Conferences, to form a new conference of

such sections of country as may be included in those con-

ferences. Prodded also that the bishops shall have author-

ity to appoint other annual conferences, if the number of

circuits should increase so as, in their judgment, to re-

quire it.

The report of the Committee on the Trial and Admission

of Members was then taken up and read, and, on motion,

was recommitted.

G. M'Nelly gave the following notice :

—

Resolved, That the following item be inserted in our form

of Discipline, in its proper place, viz. :
" Persons on trial

shall be entitled to trial and appear as members in all

charges of immorality." Signed, George M'Nelly, R.

Corwine.

Conference adjourned until to-morrow.
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FEIDAY, MAY 21.

The couference met at eight o'clock A. M., and was
opened with reading a portion of the Holy Scriptures, sing-

ing, and prayer. Bishop George in the chair.

WilHam Winans, from the Committee on Local Preach-
ers, presented a report, which was read, and laid on the

table.

N. Bangs, from the Committee on the Revision of the

Discipline, presented a report, which was read, and laid on

the table.

D. Young gave the following notice :

—

" I give notice that a resolution will be introduced to-

morrow, referring to what is called the suspended resolu-

tions. D. Young."
L. Myers gave the following notice :

—

" I give notice that I intend to bring in a resolution to-

morrow to amend the second paragraph of the fourth sec-

tion of the second part of our Discipline. L. Myers."
G. Pickering moved to dispense with the regular order

of business, and to take up the report of the Committee on
the Episcopacy. Lost.

The report of the Committee on Missions was then taken

up and read.

S. H. Thompson moved that the report be recommitted.

Carried.

The report of the Committee on Disputed Claims, in

the case of Jesse Walker, was then taken up, read, and
adopted ; and the secretary was directed to furnish Jesse

Walker with a copy of the resolutions.

The second report, in part, of the Committee on the

Book Concern, in the case of Samuel Demint, was taken up,

read, and adopted.

The motion of G. Ekin (No. 2) was taken up and lost.

The resolution offered by L. Pierce, on annexing a pro-

vision to the article of " limitations and restrictions," was
taken up.

D. Ostrander moved that it be laid on the table ; on
which motion the conference was divided, and sixty-one

appeared in favour of laying the resolution on the table and
sixty-five against it.

The following amendment was then oflFered :

—

Provided, also, that in all the above votings, both in the

annual conferences and in the General Conference, the

votes shall be taken by ballot. Signed, James Smith, N.
Bangs.

The amendment was admitted.

Conference adjourned until three o'clock
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May 21.Friday Afternoon.

The conference met, and was opened with reading a por-

tion of the Holy Scriptures, singing, and prayer.

The consideration of the resolution offered by L. Pierce

was resumed.

It was moved by E. Cooper, and seconded by N. Bangs,

to dispense with the usual method of taking the vote, and
to take it on this question by ballot. Lost.

The question was then taken on the resolution, when it

was sustained, sixty-four voting in the affirmative and fifty-

eight in the negative.

D. Ostrander gave the following notice:

—

" I give notice that I shall, on to-morrow, or on some
future day, ask leave to bring in a resolution to alter some
part of the section on receiving preachers, so as to allow

the annual conferences to employ a preacher who shall be
recommended either by the quarterly conference of his cir-

cuit or the district conference of his district."

D. Ostrander's resolution for clo.sing the session of the

conference on the twenty-sixth instant was taken up and
lost.

T. Merritt, agreeably to previous notice, oflFered the fol-

lowing resolution :

—

Resolved, That it be proposed to all the annual confer-

ences so to alter the second article of the Restrictive Rules

as not to allow of more than one representative for every

fourteen members of an annual conference, nor allow of less

number than one for every twenty-one : Provided, how-
ever, that if it should happen that an annual conference

should not have the number of members required for a

representative, such conference shall, notwithstanding, be

allowed one representative. Signed, Timothy Merritt, E.

Mudge.
D. Young's resolution was taken up and carried.

P. Cartwright's resolution was withdrawn.

S. G. Roszel's resolution was taken up.

J. 0. Andrew moved that it be amended by recognising

the validity of the ordination of the regularly ordained

ministers of every Church.

W. Fisk was released from the Committee on Missions,

and Fisk Reed appointed in his place.

Conference adjourned until to-morrow.

SATURDAY, MAY 22.

The conference met at eight o'clock A. M., and was Conference nwt

opened with reading a portion of the Holy Scriptures, sing-
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former report had been recommitted, presented a report,

which was read, and laid on the table.

N. Bangs, from the Committee on the Admission and
Trial of Members, to whom a former report had been re-

committed, presented a report, which was read, and laid on
the table.

H. Holmes, from the special committee on the case of

James Dixon, presented a report, which was read.

The question was taken on the resolution, and lost, and
a collection was taken, by the permission of the president,

for his benefit, amounting to $—-—, and placed in the hands
of .

On motion of M. Ruter, the secretary was directed to

furnish Joseph Crawford with an extract of the proceed-

ings of this conference in his case.

A letter from Wm. Burke to E. Cooper, and through him
to the conference, was read, and the requests contained

therein were not granted.

The president presented a communication from certain

trustees in Detioit, Michigan Territory, which was read, and
referred to the Committee on Churches and Parsonage-

houses.

A communication from the president of the Religious

Tract Society of Baltimore was presented and read, and, on

motion of L. M'Combs, the secretary was directed to com-
municate to the president of said society, through their

president, the thanks of this conference for the tracts pre-

sented to the conference ; which was done.

The president presented a communication from Salisbury,

Md., which was read, and laid on the table until the report

on the aflfairs of local preachers be taken up.

L. Clark asked to be released from the committee on the

revi.^ion of the Discipline, and was released ; and N. Bangs
was appointed in his place.

L. Myers, agreeably to previous notice, offered the fol-

lowing resolution :

—

Resolved,,hy the delegates of the annual conferences in

General Conference assembled, That the following clause

be added to the second paragraph of the fourth section

(page 177) of the second part of our Discipline, viz. : But
this provision shall not apply to the wives of those preach-

ers who were single when admitted on trial and marry
under four years, until after the expiration of said four

years. Signed, Lewis Myers, Samuel Dunwody. Sustained.

D. Young, agreeably to previous notice, offered the fol-

lowing resolution :

—

Whereas a majority of the annual conferences have

judged the resolutions making presiding elders elective, and
which were passed and then suspended at the last General

Conference, unconstitutional ; therefore.
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Resolved, <fec., That the said resolutions are not of au-

thority, and shall not be carried into effect. Signed, D.

Young, G. R. Jones. Sustained.

D. Ostrander, agreeably to previous notice, offered the

following resolution :

—

Resolved, That the following amendment be introduced

into the answer to the fourth question in the eighth section

of the first chapter of the form of Discipline, on receiving

preachers, (fee. : between the word " from " and " the " insert

"the district conference of his district, or." Signed, D.

Ostrander. Sustained.

E. Cooper offered the following resolution :

—

Resolved, &c., That the Rev. John Hannah, travelling

companion of the Rev. Richard Reece, the delegate from

the British Conference to this General Conference, be, and

he is hereby respectfully requested to preach a sermon to

this conference, in Eutaw Church, on Tuesday next, the

twenty-fifth instant, at seven and a half o'clock in the even-

ing. Signed, Ezekiel Cooper, N. Bangs. Adopted unani-

mously.

The consideration of the resolution offered by S. G. Ros-

zel, and the amendment thereto, was resumed, and, on

motion of P. Cartwright, they were referred to a select

committee of three.

L. Skidmore's resolution was then taken up. Withdrawn
by the mover.

The president then announced the following committee

to examine the subject of ordination, and to report, &c.

:

Ezekiel Cooper, Thomas L. Douglass, Martin Ruter.

The resolution (No. 16) offered by T. Merritt was then

taken up.

D. Ostrander moved to amend it by striking out fourteen

and twenty-one, and inserting ten and fifteen. The resolu-

tion was withdrawn by the mover.

On motion of W. Capers, the regular order was dispensed

with, and the report of the Committee on Missions was

taken up, with the resolution (No. 13) previously offered

by W. Capers ; and the resolutions of the report were sus-

tained.

On motion of D. Ostrander, the regular order was further

dispensed with, and the report of the Committee on Local

Preachers was taken up.

On the %st resolution W. Capers moved to strike

out the words " a majority " and insert " one-third," and

the amendment being under consideration the conference

adjourned.

Saturday Afternoon.

The conference met, and was opened with reading a por-
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8. G. Koflzers

resolution

taken up.

Committee an-

nounced by tha
president.

T.Merritt's reso-

lution taken
up.

Kcgular or.lcr

dispensed wit li.

Report on loi-al

preachers
taken up.
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Muy 22.

Report on Local
Preachers re-

Kiimed.

Nolioe
Young.

of J.

The consideration of tlie report of the Committee on Local

Preachers was resumed.

The amendment moved by W. Capers was with-

drawn.

The question was then taken on the first section of the

first resolution, and lost.

D. Ostrander offered the following amendment to the re-

port, in place of the resolution last rejected :

—

Provided that if any distinct conference shall refuse or

neglect to hold its regular sessions, then, and in all such

cases, the quarterly-meeting conferences of the circuits and
stations respectively shall be authorized to ti'ansact the busi-

ness of the district conference. Sustained.

J. Young gave the following notice :

—

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in

General Conference assembled, That the fifth and sixth

answers in the fifth section of the second part of our Disci-

pline be stricken out, and something better be adopted in

their stead.

Conference adjourned until Monday morning.

Alay^l

Report on Itin-

erancy laid on
the table.

Koport on the
Communica-
tion from De-
troit.

Keport of the
Committee on
Kevlsion laid

on the table.

Instructions to

(Jommittee on
Book Concern.

MONDAY, MAY 24.

The conference met at eight o'clock A. M., and was
opened with reading a portion of the Holy Scriptures, sing-

ing, and prayer. Bishop George in the chair.

S. Merwin, from the Committee on the Itinerancy, pre-

sented a report, which was read, and laid on the table.

D. Ostrander, from the Committee on Churches and
Parsonages, presented a report on the communication from
Detroit, which was read and adopted, and the report which
had been recommitted was laid on the table.

L. Clark, from the Committee on the Revision of the
Discipline, presented a report, which was read, and laid on
the table.

S. Luckey, from the Committee on the Expenses of the

Delegates, to whom a former report had been recommitted,
presented a report, which was read, and laid on the

table.

N. Bangs moved that the Committee on the Book Con-
cern be instructed to inquire whether a more equitable ap-

portionment may not be made of the avails of the Book
Concern and of the Chartered Fund. Signed, N. Bangs,
•T. B. Finley. Carried.

J. 0. Andrew gave the following notice :

—

" J. O. Andrew gives notice that he will, on to-morrovr,

introduce the following resolution :

—

"Resolved, &c.. That whenever any person, who is in good
standing in any other branch of the Church of God, shall

request admission into our Church, they shall not be re-
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May 24.

Resolution of D.
Young taken
up.
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quired to undergo the usual probation of six months, but
shall be received as members in full connexion.

" James 0. Andrew."
J. 0. Andrew gives notice that he will, to-morrow, in-

troduce the following resolution :

—

"Resolved, (fee, That the fifth answer to the first question
of the fifth section of the second part of the Discipline, in

the first part of the answer, be so altered as to read thus

:

* It shall be the duty of the stewards, or of a committee ap-
pointed for the purpose ;' and in the latter part of the
answer, after the words ' in money or otherwise,' strike out
the rest of the paragraph. James 0. Andrew."

L. Myers's resolution (No. 17) was taken up and sus-

tained.

The resolution (No. 18) offered by D. Young was taken
up and sustained.

The Journal of the last General Conference, on the sub-
ject of the suspended resolutions, was read.

The reading of the Journals of the annual conferences on
the subject was called for, when it was moved by D. Os-
trander that the resolution be laid on the table until after-

noon. Lost.

• The Journals of the Ohio, Kentucky, Mississippi, Tennes-
see, Missouri, Philadelphia, and New-York Annual Confer-
ences, and an extract from the Journal of the South Carolina
Annual Conference on the subject, were read.

The Journals of the other conferences were not present
at the hour of adjournment. The subject being still under
consideration, the conference adjourned until three o'clock.

Monday Afternoon.

The conference met, and was opened with reading a por-

tion of the Holy Scriptures, singing, and prayer.

The consideration of the resolution offered by D. Young
was resumed.

It was moved that the vote on this question be taken by
ballot. Carried.

When the ballots were taken and counted, it appeared
that sixty-three were in favour of the lesolution and sixty-

one against it ; and it was therefore sustained.

The resolution (No. 19) offered by D. Ostrander was then Resolution of D.

taken up and sustained. ^^" ""*"

The resolution offered by George M'Nelly (No. 20) was
taken up and not sustained.

On motion of W. Winans it was resolved to suspend the

rules of the conference so as to admit of the following mo-
tion :

—

Moved, to suspend so much of the rules and order of the

conference as to allow an amendment to the second para-

graph of the twentieth section of the Discipline, by inserting
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Mav 24.

Keport of the
Committee on
Local Preach-
ers.

Resolutions sub-
mitted by the
C-ommittee on
Local Preach-
ers.

between the words "licensed" and "without" ''or recom-
mended for admission into the travelling connexion."

Signed, W. Winans, W. Capers. Sustained.

The report of the Committee on Local Preachers, so far

as it had been once sustained, was then taken up and.

passed.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE AFFAIRS OF LOCAL
PREACHERS.

Your committee, having deliberated with anxious solici-

tude on the momentous affairs committed to them for con-

sideration, and having weighed the various suggestions

contained in the numerous petitions and memorials which
were referred to them, have agreed to, and now beg leave

to present the following report :

—

It does not appear to your committee that it is expedient

to abolish the district conferences, as is prayed for in some
of the petitions which were referred to them, nor can they

recommend the taking of any step toward allowing a dele-

gation of local preachers to the General Conference, esteem-

ing such a measure inexpedient, though demanded by many
of the memorials which were referred to them ; but they

do deem it important to alter, amend, and add to the rule-

of Discipline concerning local preachers, and therefore re-

spectfully submit the following resolutions, viz. :

—

1. Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences

in General Conference assembled. That the following alter-

ations, additions, and amendments be made in the twentieth

section of the first chapter of our form of Discipline, viz. :

(1.) At the close of the first paragraph add, " In all cases a

majority of all the members of conference belonging to a dis-

trict shall be necessary to do business ; and if in any case

there should not be this quorum, then the business of such

district shall be transacted by the next ensuing quarterly-

meeting conference within the district.

Provided, that if any district conference shall refuse or

neglect to hold its regular sessions, tlien, and in all such
cases, the quarterly-meeting conferences of the circuits and
stations respectively shall be authorized to transact the busi-

ness of the district conference. Lost.

(2.) In the second paragraph, between the words "license"

and " to recommend," insert, "annually when in their judg-

ment their gifts, grace, and usefulness will warrant re-

newal."

(3.) In the fourth paragraph, between the words " con-

erence " and " and," insert " the preacher in charge shall

cause exact minutes of the charges, testimony, and examin-

ation, together with the decision of the committee, to be laid

before the district conference, where it shall be the duty of

the accused to appear."
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(4.) After the fourth paragraph insert a new one, num-
bered five, thus :

" 5. When a local elder or deacon shall be

expelled, the president of the conference shall require of him
Ihe credentials of his ordination, to be filed with the papers

of the annual conference within whose limits the expulsion

has taken place. And should he, at any future time, pro-

duce to the annual conference a certificate of his restoration,

signed by the president and countersigned by the secretary

of the district conference, his credentials shall be restored

to him."

(5.) In the sixth paragraph strike out, " the necessity of

his official services as an elder in the circuit where he re-

sides."

(6.) In the seventh paragraph, fifth line, between the

words " every " and " local," insert " licensed."

2. Resolved, <fec., That the fifth and subsequent members
of the paragraphs of this section be so changed as to coin-

cide with the insertion of a fifth paragraph.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

William Winans, Cfutirman.
Baltimore, May 21, 1824.

.Mrv -a.

Iteport oil lyOcal

Preachers cou-
tinued.

S. Martindale gave notice of the following resolution

:

(No. 31. See file.)

P. Rice asked leave of absence for himself and P. P.

Sandford after to-morrow. Granted.

Conference adjourned until to-morrow.

Leave of ab-
sence graote<l

to P. Rice and
P. P. .Sandford.

TUESDAY, MAY 25.

The conference met at eight o'clock A. M., and was
opened with reading a portion of the Holy Scriptures, sing-

ing, and prayer. Bishop Roberts in the chair.

The president presented a communication from the grand

secretary of the Grand Lodge of Maryland, which was read.

S. G. Roszel, from the Committee on the Aflfairs of the

People of Colour, presented a report, which was read, and

laid on the table.

E. Cooper, from the Committee on the Book Concern,

presented a report, which was read, and laid on the table.

N. Bangs, from the Committee of Address, &c., on me-
morials, &c., from private members, presented a report,

which was read, and laid on the table.

G. Pickering moved to dispense with the regular order

of business, and to take up the report of the Committee on

the Episcopacy, which had been once sustained. Carried.

On motion it was resolved that the secretary reply to the

communication from the grand secretary of the Grand
Lodge, (fee, and inform him that it will not be practicable

for this conference to attend the funeral of our late dis-

May 'io.

(ViiiiiiiiiiiiratioM

from t lie Grand
Lod..'i-ofMarv-

laix).

lieport on the
Affairs of Col-

onri-d I'eople.

lieport on Book
C'(iiM»ru laid on
the table.

Rcfxirt on the
Addre.'^s laid on
the table.

Reply to the
(•rand Lodge
of Maryland.
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May 26. tinguished fellow-citizen, General Winder, with the rea-

Adjourned.

Report of the
Committee on
Episcopacy.

Motion to elect

general super-
intendents.

Regular order of
business sus-

pended for the
consideration
of the report of
Book Concern.

Motion to elect

book-agents.

The report of the Committee on the Episcopacy being

still under consideration, the conference adjourned until

three o'clock P. M.

Tuesday Afternoon.

The conference met, and was opened with reading a por-

tion of the Holy Scriptures, singing, and prayer.

The consideration of the report of the Committee on the

Episcopacy was resumed, and the report was finally passed.

On motion of S. G. Roszel it was resolved that the con-

ference will proceed, to-morrow morning, immediately after

the opening of the conference, to elect two general superin-

tendents, agreeably to the report of the Committee on the

Episcopacy.

On motion of E. Cooper, the regular order of busi-

ness was dispensed with, and the report of the Committee
on the Book Concern was taken up.

On motion, at the hour of adjournment, it was resolved

to sit ten minutes longer ; and the report on the Book Con-

cern was laid on the table.

S. Dunwody moved that the delegates of this General

Conference who are sick, shall be allowed to send their

votes for the bishops and book-agents, under a sealed cover.

Signed, Samuel Dunwody, Wm. M. Kennedy. Lost.

S. Merwin moved that the conference proceed immedi-

ately after the election of the general superintendents, to-

morrow morninor to elect the book-agrents, which motion

was under consideration when the conference adjourned

until to-morrow.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 26.

The conference met at eight o'clock A. M., and was
opened with reading a portion of the Holy Scriptures, sing-

ing, and prayer. Bishop George in the chair.

J. F. Wright presented a communication in behalf of the

r^r^entatives representatives of Alexander Cummins, deceased, which,

?1 ,^'f^^/''**^'^ on motion of D. Ostrander, was referred to the book-asrent

and committee at Cmcinnati, with discretionary power to

act on it as they think proper.

On motion of E. Cooper it was resolved to take up and
finish the report of the Committee on the Book Concern
previously to entering into the election for the general

superintendents. Carried.

The report of the Committee on the Book Concern was
again taken up.

The resolution, (No. 10,) on motion of S. G. Roszel, was
laid on the table after the election of the agents.

May 26.

Communication
in behalf of the

Report of Book
Committee
again taken up.
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L. Skidmore oflfered the following resolution :

—

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to inquire
what is necessary to be done by this General Conference in

reference to the Life of Bishop Asbury. Signed, L. Skid-
more, E. Cooper. Carried.

E. Cooper offered the following resolution :

—

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in
General Conference assembled, That the thanks of the con-
ference be presented to our beloved brother, the Rev. John
Hannah, for his excellent sermon preached last evening to
the General Conference, and that he be, and hereby is

respectfully requested to furnish a copy for publica-
tion. Signed, E. Cooper, S. Martindale. Unanimously
adopted.

The conference then proceeded to the election of two
general superintendents, agreeably to the resolution of
yesterday.

Ezekiel Cooper and Joshua Wells were appointed to re-
ceive and tell the tickets ; when, on taking and countino- the
ballots, it appeared that one hundred and twenty-eight votes
were given, of which Joshua Soule had sixty-four, William
Beaucharap sixty-two, Elijah Hedding sixty-one, John Emory
fifty-nine, Martin Ruter five, Lewis Myers two, N. Bano-s
one, P. P. Sandford one, and D. Ostrander one ; and sixty-
live being requisite to make a majority of the votes given
in, it was declared that no choice was made, and the con-
ference proceeded to ballot again.

On motion it was resolved to sit till one o'clock.
On taking and counting the ballots the second time, it

appeared that one hundred and twenty-eight votes were
given in, of which Joshua Soule had sixty-five, Elijah
Hedding sixty-four, Wm. Beauchamp sixty-two, John
Emory fifty-eight, L. Myers two, Martin Ruter two, John
Hedding one. Joshua Soule was declared to be duly
elected.

No other choice having been made, the conference pro-
ceeded to ballot the third time for the second general super-
intendent.

Previously to the third balloting John Emory asked per-
mission of the president to speak to the conference, which
was granted.

J. Emory begged the conference to accept his acknowl-
edgment of the respectful notice taken of his name in the
former balloting for an office so high and sacred, but re-
quested that he might not be considered as in nomination in
the subsequent balloting.

The conference then proceeded to ballot the third time,
when, on counting the ballots, it appeared that one hun-
dred and twenty-eight voters gave in tickets, of which
Elijah Hedding had sixty-six, Wm. Beaucharap sixty, J.

Muy. 26.

Life of Asbury.

Vote of thanks
to Rev. John
Hannah.

Election of su-
perintendents.

Tellers.

First ballot no
election.

8e.s.«ion prolongs
ed.

Second ballot -T.

Soule olect«d.

J. Emory's re-

DiarkA and re-

.<!ignatlon as a
candidate.

Third ballot E.
Hedding elect-

ed.
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May 26. Emorv one, and one was blank. Elijah Hedding was de-

clared to be duly elected.

Conference adjourned until three o'clock.

Wednesday Afternoon.

The conference met, and was opened with reading a por-

tion of the Holy Scriptures, singing, and prayer.

Motion to elect On motion it was resolved to proceed to the election of
book-agents.

^^^ book-agents.

The president was requested to decide whether the assist-

ant agent be again eligible to the office after the expiration

of the term of eight years. He stated that his opinion had

always been that he is not reeligible after the expiration of

that term, but expressed a wish that the conference should

express their own opinion.

L. Skidmore then offered the following motion :

—

Moved, that the General Conference deem it consistent

with our Discipline that an assistant agent may continue

more than 'eight years in succession in the Book Concern.

Signed, L. Skidmore, L. Clark. Lost.

The conference then proceeded to the election of the

editor and general book-steward at New-York, when, on

counting the ballots, it appeared that Nathan Bangs had
ninety-four votes, Wm. Beauchamp twenty-one, J. Emory
eight, Wilbur Fisk one, and two were blank. Nathan
Bangs was declared to be duly elected.

The conference then proceeded to the election of the

book-agent at Cincinnati, when, on counting the ballots, it

appeared that Martin Ruter had seventy-one votes, Wm.
Beauchamp forty-seven, M. Lindsey five, H. Leigh one,

G. R. Jones one, and N. Bangs one. Martin Ruter was
declared to be duly elected.

On motion of D. Ostrander the order of the business was
dispensed with, and the report of the Committee on the

Book ConceiTi was taken up for its completion and final

passage.

Qn motion, at the hour of adjournment, it was resolved

to sit half an hour longer, and the report as amended was
passed as follows :

—

The Committee on the Book Concern, having had the

various objects of their appointment under consideration,

now take liberty to report,

Report 1. The agents, so far as we have been able to discover,

have been diligent and faithful in the discharge of their

duties and trusts, and we see no cause even to suspect their

integrity.

2. Judging and calculating from the exhibits of the Con-

cern,—the inventory of stock, the agents' report, and other

written and verbal items of information,—we find the gross

amount of stock, at its nominal valuation, including debts

Election for

book-steward.

N. Bangs elect-

ed editor and
general book-
steward.

M. Kutor elect-

ed book-agent
at Cincinnati.

Keport of Book
Coinuiittee

i^ain taken up.
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and property of every description, good, bad, and doubtful, May 2«.

to be about |270,002 28. The amount of debts against ^^^cern" ^m,^
the Concern is $48,542 50; leaving the balance of stock tinued

as estimated at $221,459 78. It appears that $33,636 52

of the debt against the Concern is on interest, which is a

heavy draw-back upon the profits of the business.

3. We believe that, owing to the method of estimating

• the stock, which the agents one after another have followed,

'to show what has been the increase from one General Con-
ference to another, and from a consideration of bad and
doubtful debts, and such other stock as may be lost, injured,

and unproductive, the net and real value of the stock is

considerably less than the estimated amount represents it to

be ; and we recommend that in all future exhibits and esti-

mates there be such a per centum deducted from the gross

nominal amount, and such an allowance for bad and doubt-

ful debts and for unproductive stock, of little worth, &c., as

will exhibit an estimate of the real value of capital, and no
more.

4. We are of opinion that the heavy debt against the

Concern should be reduced as fast and as much as is possi-

bly compatible with the safety and interest of the business
;

and the out-standing debts be collected in, in order to which

the bishops, the presiding elders, and every pieacher, and
every book committee and annual conference should exert

their influence. And the capital stock should not be much,
if any, increased : the old, unproductive stock should be

disposed of upon such terms as are within the agents' power,

either by exchange or reduced prices ; or given away.

5. We are also of opinion that the Book Concern should

be put upon a more safe establishment for its legal security

to the connexion, and that the agents should be under a

more definite and legal responsibility to the General Con-

ference for the faithful discharge of their duties and trusts.

The committee is apprized of the difficulties attendant on

introducing changes, or improvements, or departures from

old habits or customs. Therefore we shall only propose at

present the few following resolutions, viz. :

—

Resolved, &c., 1. That the per centum commission allowed

the preachers for selling books be continued as it now is

;

but any preacher purchasing books of the agents for liis

own library shall be allowed thirty-three and one-third per

cent, discount : and the agents may allow from twenty to

thirty-three and one-third per cent, to book-sellers, at their

discretion, according to the kinds and quality of the books.

Sunday schools and all benevolent institutions for the gratui-

tous distribution of books, shall always have them as low as

they can possibly be afforded.

Resolved, <fec., 2. That we deem it inexpedient for the

preachers to become agents for other booksellers.

Resolutions of

Committee.
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May 26. Resolved, &c., 3. That the seventh or last paragraph of
Kesoiutions of the section on printingr books, &c., page one hundred and
Committee on • , ,, i , • i" i • i- i ^ • ,

Book Concern ninety-three, be stricken out, and m heu thereoi it be in-

serted :
" Any travelling preacher who may publish any

work or book of his own, shall do it on his own responsi-

bility, and he shall be amenable to the conference for any
obnoxious matter or doctrine therein contained."

Resolved, &c., 4. That when any preacher sends or trans-

fers any works or books of his own publication to the agents,

or to account of the agents, if the work is accepted by the

agents, there shall be allowed thirty-three and one-third per

cent, discount to the Book Concern, and five copies in every

hundred ; but the agents shall not publish any works or

books on their own account. Every work or book pub-
lished by the agents shall be for the benefit of the con-

nexion, and shall be subject to the inspection of the Book
Committee.

Resolved, &c., 5. That the agents are hereby instructed

not to increase nor to retain on hand an unproductive, un-

profitable stock ; and they are also instructed to liquidate

and discharge the heavy debts against the Concern as soon
as they possibly can consistently with the true interests of

the Concern ; and also to press the collection of debts due
to the Concern.

Resolved, &c., 6. That when any presiding elder shall

have been in arrears one hundred dollars, and any other

preacher twenty dollars, at the annual settlement, for more
than one year, without having paid any part thereof, he
shall not be allowed any further credit or supply of books
until the said debt be liquidated to the satisfaction of the

agents ; and he shall be amenable to the conference for his

neglect of duty and be liable to have all the connexion books
and claims for books in his possession taken out of his hands
and transferrt^d to another ; and no preacher shall be allowed
to appropriate the book money in his hands to his own use, in

any way or manner whatever, but shall always remit it to the
agents or to their order and direction as soon as possible.

Resolved, &c., 7. That the agents and their books and
accounts shall always be subject to the inspection and ex-

amination of the Book Committees, both at New-York and
Cincinnati; and the said agents shall be liable to checks
and control from the said committees ; and the said agents
and committees shall be amenable to the annual conference
at each place for the punctual and faithful discharge of

their respective duties.

Resolved, &c., 8. That the bishops, as overseers of the

temporahties as well as the spiritualities of the Church, are

hereby requested to pay strict attention to the aft'airs of the

Book Concern at every annual conference ; that book com-
mittees of inquiry and examination be appointed, and that
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the rules and reffulations relative to the Book Concern be „ ^ay 26.

J J
° Resolutloufl of

attended to. Committee ou

Resolved, &c., 9. That the Book Committee at New-
fo^tinuer^''"'

York and Cincinnati be authorized to estimate, from year

to year, the amount necessary for tlie support of the book-

agents, in addition to what is allowed by the Discipline to

preachers as quarterage, and the amount shall be paid out

of the funds of the Book Concern : and that the agents,

both at New-York and Cincinnati, be allowed to employ
such assistance from time to time, and under such regula-

tions and restrictions, and upon such terms as the Book
Committee at each place shall deem essential to the inter-

ests of the Concern, dnd no more.

Resolved, &c., 10. That an exhibit of the temporal trans-

actions of the annual conferences be published at the dis-

cretion of the agents and Book Committee, in the general

Minutes or the Magazine, or both, annually ; and that each

annual conference, if it choose, may publish its own Minutes

with an exhibit of its own pecuniary transactions.

Resolved, &c., 11. That the agents shall be at liberty to

suspend the regulation requiring payment for the Magazine

in advance.

All of which is respectfully submitted. By order of the

Committee.

EzEKiEL Cooper, Chairman.
May 24, 1824.

L. Myers gave the following notice :

—

" I give notice that I intend on to-morrow to move so to Notice of mo-

modify our rule in relation to ' the assistant editor and
general book-steward ' as to make him eligible to reelection

at the expiration of eight years."

D. Ostrander moved that the book-agents and Book Report to be

Committee in New-York be instructed to publish in the v^'°^^-

next annual Minutes so much of the report of the Com-
mittee on the Book Concern as, in their judgment, is neces-

sary and proper to be published. Carried.

The president announced the following committee to Committee to,.^. ., i> y -r -e !> 1 inquire into

make mquiry respectmg the present state of the Life of the the Lite of

late Bishop Asbury : Nelson Reed, Ezekiel Cooper, and bury°^
^^'

Joshua Wells.

The conference adjourned until to-morrow

THURSDAY, MAY 27. May 27.

The conference met, and was opened with reading a por-

tion of the Holy Scriptures, singing, and prayer. Bishop

Roberts in the chair.

Wm. Beauchamp, from the Committee on Disputed Roport in cases

Claims, &c., presented reports in the cases of John Sale and
"

"Daviii

and David Young, which were read and adopted. Young.

19
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May 27.

COPY OF THE RESOLUTIONS INCHIDED IN THE REPORTS.

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in

General Conference assembled, That the Book Committee

of the Ohio Annual Conference be authorized to settle with

John Sale on the following principles, viz. :

—

1. They shall ascertain the deficit in the transfer of books

made by S. Parker, and pass the same to the said Sale's

credit.

2. They shall release him from the amount of the de-

inand on Saul Hinkle by his producing Hinkle's obligation

for the same.

3. They shall settle the disputed account against Ogles

-

by according as they shall judge equitable.

4. They shall release the said Sale from the amount of

the demand against Elijah Sparks.

All of which is respectfully submitted. Signed, &c.,

Wm. Beauchamp.

Report in • the
case of David
Young.

Report concern-
ing book-
agents and
Book Com-
mittee.

Report of the
Committee on
Communica-
tion from the
agents of Colo-
nization So-
ciety.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE IN THE CASE OF D. YOUNG.

It appears, from the information they have obtained, that

a transfer of books, amounting to $750 25, from David

Young to John Collins, has not been passed to the credit

of said Young ; that cash paid by him to the Book Com-
mittee, amounting to $234, has been charged as well as

credited to him. Your committee are inclined to think

that he ought to have credit for both these sums ; but as

this is in some degree doubtful, in consequence of the want

of more information, they recommend the adoption of the

following resolution :

—

Resolved, &c., That the Book Committee of the Ohio

Conference be, and hereby is authorized to settle with

David Young on principles of equity, rectifying what errors

they may find in reference to the above items.

M. Ruter offered the following resolution :

—

Resolved, That the book-agents in the West and the

Book Committee of the Ohio Conference be, and hereby

are authorized to settle any disputed accounts in the West
prior to the date of this conference. Signed, M. Ruter,

J. B. Finley. Carried,

N. Bangs, from the chairman J. Soule, presented a re-

port from the Committee on the communication from the

agents of the Colonization Society, which was read and

adopted, as follows :

—

The committee appointed to take into consideration the

address of the acting Committee of the American Coloniza-

tion Society, and other documents on the same subject,

report that, in their opinion, the General Conference are

not in possession of sufficient information relative to said

Society to render it proper for them in their official capac-
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sistant

agent.
book-

ity to adopt any measure on the subject further than to May 27.

recommend it to the notice of the proper authorities of the

Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church as a
suitable field for sowing good seed of the kingdom of

God. Under this view of the subject your committee
recommend the adoption of the following resolution :

—

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in

General Conference assembled, That it is expedient, when-
ever the funds of the Missionary Society will justify the

measure, for the episcopacy to select and send a missionary

or missionaries to the colony in Africa, now establishing

under the auspices of the American Colonization Society.

L. Myers, agreeably to the notice given yesterday, offered

the following resolution, which was laid on the table :

—

Moved, to dispense with the rules and order of the

house so far as to admit of the following amendment to

the first article of the seventh section of part second of our

form of Discipline : add, after the last word in the article, Election of

" Notwithstanding, nothing herein shall apply to the assist-

ant editor and general book steward." Signed, L. Myers,
W. Winans.

J. Lindsey moved to take up the report of the Committee
on the Expenses of the Delegates ; and, on motion of Ezekiel

Cooper, it was resolved to lay this motion on the table and
to go into the election of the assistant book-agent at New-
York ; when, on taking and coimting the ballots, it appeared

that one hundred and twenty-three votes were cast, of

which John Emory had seventy-two, Hezekiah G. Leigh

forty-six, Thomas Mason three, Marcus Lindsey one, John
Scripps one. John Emory, who had been previously nomi-

nated, not being a member of the conference, was declared

to be duly elected.

Bishop M'Kendree gave notice that the ordination ser-

mon and the consecration of the bishop elect would take

place in this church to-morrow at twelve o'clock, and after-

ward made a parting address to the conference.

Elijah Hedding, bishop elect, also addressed the confer-

ence, and begged that he might be allowed time till the

afternoon session to consider whether he can consent to be

set apart for the episcopal oflSce.

A communication from the Maryland African Auxiliary

Colonization Society was presented and read, and, on mo-
tion, referred to the committee on that subject.

The report of the Committee on the Expenses of the ^cP"';^,^^ "'^

Delegates was then taken up.

N. Bangs and M. Ruter moved to strike out $2,000 and

insert $1,000.

The question was taken on striking out, and lost.

E. Drake moved to add 8408, so as to read $2,408.

Carried.

John Emory
elected assist-

ant book-agent

Expenses
Delegates.
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The third resolution was rejected, and the report, as

amended, was passed, as follows :

—

The committee to whom was recommitted the subject of

the expenses of the delegates, &c., have attended to the
several instructions given them by the conference, and
report

—

1. That the medium expenses of the delegates from the

different annual conferences in coming to and returning

from the General Conference (supposing the same for re-

turning as for coming) will be very nearly as follows :

—

Each Delegate. All the Delegates.

New-York $28 00 $448 00
New-England 4100 570 00
Genesee 42 64 516 40
Ohio 43 13 660 69
Kentucky 52 12 416 96
Missouri 60 00 360 00
Tennessee 50 00 460 00
Mississippi 65 00 195 00
South Carolina 60 00 660 00
Virginia 34 55 310 95
Baltimore (supposed) 10 00 140 00
Philadelphia 14 60 188 50

Making in all $4,816 50

- -Resolution as to

E. Hedding.

2. In compliance with their instructions, your committee
respectfully submit the following resolutions :

—

Resolved, &c., That the committee appointed to inquire

whether the several annual conferences have taken meas-

ures to meet the expenses of the delegates, (kc, be, and they

are hereby authorised to draw on the book fund for |2,408,
to be appropriated toward defraying the expenses of said

delegates.

Resolved, &c., That each annual conference, previously

to each session of the General Conference, shall make
a public collection in each circuit or station within their

boundaries ; which sums so collected shall be brought to

the General Conference, and be divided among the mem-
bers in meeting their expenses, in proportion to the expenses
of each member in attending the General Conference.

W. Capers offered the following resolution :

—

Resolved, &c.. That we do entertain unlimited confidence

in the integrity, ability, and ministerial worth of our be-

loved brother, Elijah Hedding ; and he having signified to

the General Conference some hesitancy of receiving episco-

pal ordination, arising, as we believe, out of his own htunbie
views of his quahfications, as well as on accoimt of im-

paired health, we affectionately request him to submit him-
self to the call of Providence and of the Church, and receive

ordination to the office of a bishop. Signed, W. Capers,

W. Winans. Adopted without opposition.
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N. Bangs and J. Tevis asked leave of absence after this

afternoon, on account of the indisposition of their families;

which was granted.

J. Waterman asked and obtained leave of absence.

The report on the aflfairs of the people of colour was then

taken up.

D. Ostrander moved that the report be laid on the table

to take up that on missions. Lost.

Moved by W. Winans, to amend the report by striking

out the words " mercy and humanity." Accepted.
Moved by Wm. M'Mahon, to amend it by adding, " and

when slaves are exposed to sale by the public officer."

Moved by S. K. Hodges to lay the resolution on the table.

Carried.

Joshua Soule, bishop elect, addressed the conference,

and requested time till the afternoon to make a decision on

receiving episcopal ordination. He then withdrew.

M. Lindsey moved that brother Soule be requested to

receive ordination to the office of a bishop.

Moved, that the same resolution which had been passed

with respect to brother Hedding be passed with respect to

brother Soule.

The resolution which had been passed in relation to

brother Hedding was then read, with the substitution of the

name of brother Soule for that of brother Hedding, and
was adopted Avithout opposition.

Conference adjourned until three o'clock.

Thursday Afternoon.

The conference met at three o'clock P. M., and was
opened with reading a portion of the Holy Scriptures, sing-

ing, and prayer.

The report of the Committee on tlie Affairs of the

Coloured People was taken up. The second resolution in

the report yf&s read and sustained.

It was then moved by J. Young, and seconded by
,

that the remaining part of the report lie on the table.

The motion for laying it on the table was withdrawn.

The consideration of the report was resumed.

The third resolution was read and sustained.

The fourth resolution was read and sustained.

The fifth resolution was withdrawn.

The sixth resolution was read and sustained.

It was then moved and seconded that the rules of the

house be so far suspended as to take up the above report

and give it a final passage, so far as it has been sustained ;

and it was finally passed.

May 27.

Leave of ab-

sence gTaiit«(l

to N. Bajigs
and J. Tevis.

Report on the
Affairs of tbe
Coloured Peo-
ple.

ResolntioD as to

J. Soule.

Report on the
Affairs of the
Coloured Peo-
ple.
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May 27.

Resolutions
passed on the

subiect of slav-

ery.

Expenses of
senior bishop.

Bishop As-
bury's Life.

British Confer-
ence.

Vddress of the
British Confer-
ence printed.

RESOLUTIONS PASSED ON THE SUBJECT OF SLAVERY.

Resolved, &c., 1. That all our preachers ought prudently

to enforce upon our members the necessity of teaching their

slaves to read the word of God ; and also that they give

them time to hear the word of God preached on our regular

days of divine service.

Resolved, (kc, 2. That our coloured preachers and ofl&cial

members have all the privileges in the district and quarterly

meeting conferences which the usages of the country in

different sections will justify : Provided also, that the pre-

siding elder may, when there is a sufficient number, hold

for them a separate district conference.

Resolved, &c., 3. That any of the annual conferences may
employ coloured preachers to travel where they judge their

services necessary, provided they be recommended accord-

ing to the form of Discipline.

Resolved, &c., 4. That the above resolutions be made a
part of the section in the Discipline on Slavery.

N. Reed, from the Committee on the Life of Bishop As-
bury, presented a report, which was read and laid on the

table.

C. Leach oflfered the following resolution:

—

Resolved, &c., That, in the sense of this conference, the

provisions adopted at the last General Conference to meet
the contingent expenses of our senior bishop were to em-
brace all expenses which might occur in his travelling,

either from personal infirmity or necessary aid in a travel-

ling companion or otherwise. Signed, Caleb Leach, Lovick

Pierce. Carried.

Moved, that Dr. Samuel K. Jennings be respectfully re-

quested to deliver the materials in his possession, together

%vith the manuscripts of Bishop Asbury's Life, as far as he
has written it, into the hands of Rev. Wm. Beauchamp

;

and that brother Beauchamp make use of them and all other

materials within his reach in the compilation of Bishop As-
bury's Life. Signed, Jesse Walker, Thomas L. Douglass.

Carried.

On motion, M. Ruter, from the Committee to address

the British Conference, was permitted to present a report,

which was read by W. Fisk, and adopted.

On motion of M. Ruter, it was resolved that the general

superintendents be, and are hereby authorized and re-

quested to appoint a delegate to the British Conference, to

visit them in 1826, under the same regulations as were
adopted in 1820.

On motion, it was resolved that the editor be permitted

to print the address of the British Conference to this con-

ference, and the address of this conference to that confer-

ence ; and also the address of the bishop to this con-
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Sunday
schools.

ference, together with the report of the Committee on May 27.

Missions.

On motion it was resolved to fix on the place of the next

General Conference. Pittsburgh, New-York, and Balti-

more were nominated ; and, on taking and counting the

ballots, it appeared that Pittsburgh had seventy votes,

New-York thirty-one, and Baltimore nineteen. Pittsburgh

was declared to be the place of the next General Confer-

ence.

On motion, the second report on education was taken up
and adopted.

RESOLUTIONS IN REFERENCE TO SUNDAY SCHOOLS.

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in Resolutions on

General Conference assembled, 1. That it shall be the duty
of each travelling preacher in our connexion to encourage
the establishment and progress of Sunday schools.

Resolved, &c., 2. That a committee of one or more be
appointed at this General Conference, whose duty it shall

be to compile a larger Catechism for the use of Sunday
schools and of children in general, and submit it, when com-
pleted, to the book-agents and Book Committee of New-
York ; and if by them approved, it shall be the duty of the

agents to publish it.

Resolved, &c., 3. That the book-agents be, and hereby
are instructed to provide and keep on hand a good assort-

ment of books suitable for the use of Sunday schools.

RESOLUTIONS OF THE FIRST REPORT ON EDUCATION PASSED.

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in Evolutions on

General Conference assembled, 1. That, as far as practica-

ble, it shall be the duty of every preacher of a circuit or

station to obtain the names of the children belonging to his

congregation ; to form them- into classes for the purpose of

giving them religious instruction, to instruct them regularly

himself, as much as his other duties will allow ; to appoint

a suitable leader for each class, who shall instruct them in

his absence ; and to leave his successor a correct account •

of each class thus formed with the name of its leader.

Resolved, &c., 2. That we approve of the resolution

passed in the General Conference of 1820, on the subject

of seminaries of learning, and hereb}' recommend that each
annual conference, not having a seminary of learning, use

its utmost exertion to etfect such an establishment.

Resolved, &c., 3. That it shall be the duty of every

travelling preacher in our Church to keep in mind the im-

portance of having suitable teachers employed in the instruc-

tion of the youth of our country, and to use his influence to

introduce teachers into schools whose learning, piety, and
religious tenets are such as we could recommend.
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May 8T. Resolved, &c., 4. That a copy of the first of the forego*

ing resolutions, with such alterations in the phraseology ai«

may be necessary, be inserted in its proper place in the

Discipline ; and that a copy of the second and third be sent

to the several annual conferences, to be disposed of as they

may think expedient.

The bishops elect then severally addressed the confer-

ence, and consented to submit to the call of the conference

and to receive episcopal ordination,

of Resolved, <fec., That the book-agents be requested to

adopt measures to insert the likeness of a travelling

preacher in the Magazine once in three months, and that

Rev. Messrs. Reece and Hannah, delegates from the British

Conference, be requested to sit for their likenesses before

they leave the continent.

Conference adjourned until to-morrow.

Bishops elect

consent to re-

ceive episcopal
urdinatioD.

Portraits

Preachers.

May 2a

Leave of ab-
sence to B. G.
Paddock.

Life of Asbury.

Committee on
Validity of Or-
ders dis-

charged.

FKIDAY, MAY 28.

The conference met at eight o'clock A. M., and was
opened with reading a portion of the Holy Scriptures, sing-

ing, and prayer, Bishop Roberts in the chair.

B. G. Paddock asked and obtained leave of absence.

Brother Beauchamp informed the conference that he

should be obliged to decline undertaking the compilation of

the late Bishop Asbury 's Life, unless the conference give

him discretionary power, and authorize him to report to

the episcopacy or otherwise.

E. Cooper, from the Committee on Ordination, presented

a report, which was read and adopted, as follows:— •

The committee to whom was referred the question of ad-

mitting the validity of the ordination of any person who
shall have joined our Church, and who has been regularly

ordained by a bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church,
and of recognising the validity of the ordination of every

Church, now report, that the subject requires more deliber-

ate consideration and explanation to come at a proper, dis-

criminating decision than your committee has time to attend

to, or the General Conference to act upon, at this almost

closing period of the session ; therefore we recommend that

the committee be discharged from the further consideration

of the subject.

EzEKiEL Cooper, Chairman.
May 28, 1824.

Vote of thanks.

B. R. Hoyt oflfered the following resolution :

—

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in

General Conference assembled. That the secretary be
directed to furnish a note to the preachers in charge in this

city, to be read in each of our chapels, expressive of the
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Presiding-elder
question.

visal.

gratitude of this conference to our friends for the many and *^*y ^s.

continued expressions of their Christian courtesy to us.

Signed, B. R. Hoyt, Joseph A. Merrill. Unanimously
adopted.

L. Myers moved to suspend the rules of the conference,

so as to take up the resolution relative to the suspended
resolutions, which has been once sustained. Lost, two-
thirds not voting in the affirmative.

Moved, that it is the sense of this General Conference
that the suspended resolutions, making the presiding elder

elective, &c., are considered as unfinished business, and are

neither to be inserted in the revised form of the Discipline

nor to be carried into operation before the next General
Conference. Signed, Robert Payne, W. Capers.

Moved, that the rules of the conference be suspended to

consider the above resolution. Carried, and the resolution

of R. Payne was then adopted.

The Committee of Revisal gave notice that they were Report on Ee-

ready to report.
"'""'

Moved by M. Ruter, that the report be referred to a
committee of three, to incorporate the same with our form
of Discipline. Carried.

Conference adjourned until three o'clock.

Friday Afternoon.

The conference met, and was opened with reading a por-

tion of the Holy Scriptures, singing, and prayer.

The report of the Committee on Missions was taken up,

and finally passed.

The report of the Committee on Address, <fec., was taken

up, read, and sustained.

On motion, the rules were dispensed with, and the report

was read a second time and finally passed.

On motion it was resolved, that the book-agents cause

one thousand five hundred copies of the Address to be
printed, to be directed to the memorialists, or placed in the

hands of the presiding elders to be distributed among the

members.
The Committee on Addresses, Memorials, and Petitions

report, that it is inexpedient to recommend a lay delegation.

They therefore submit for adoption the following resolu-

tion :

—

Resolved, by the delegates of the several annual confer-

ences in General Conference assembled, That the follow-

ing circular be sent in answer to the memorials, peti-

tions, <fec. (See file.)

Resolved, (fee, That in consequence of the age and
infirmity of Bishop M'Kendree, it is highly improper for

him to travel alone, and that he be, and hereby is respect-

fully requested to choose a travelling companion to accom-

Eeport on Mis-
sions passed.

Report of tlie

Committee on
Address sus-

tained.

Lay delegation.

Bishop M'Ken-
dree s health.
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May2S.

License
preachers.

pany him at his own discretion. Signed, J. Wells, W.
Capers. Carried.

On motion, the following resolution, offered by W. Win-
ans, which had been once sustained, was taken up :

—

of Moved, to suspend so much of the rules and order of

conference as to allow an amendment to the second para-

graph of the twentieth section of the Discipline, by insert-

ing, between the words " licensed " and " without," " or re-

commended for admission into the travelling connexion."

Signed, W. Winans, W. Capers. Passed.

The report of the Committee on the Itinerancy was then
taken up, and, on motion, the rule requiring a second read-

ing was dispensed with ; and the report, as amended, was
passed.

Report of the
Committee on
Itinerancy.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE ITINERANCY.

The committee appointed to take into consideration the

state of the itinerancy, after mature deliberation on the

several subjects referred to them, beg leave to report :

—

1. That after availing themselves of such information as

they could obtain, they are prepared to state that, for the

most part, the annual conferences corroborate the wishes

of the General Conference and bishops ; but in some in-

stances it was found that the young preachers have not

been furnished with the course of study contemplated in the

book of Discipline ; and from the Journals of the Tennes-
see and Kentucky Conferences there appear to have been
irregularities and errors in the proceedings on the case of

Barnabas M'Henry.
2. That our circuits are, in general, well adapted to the

convenience and moral improvement of our people. In
some instances they may be too small, but frequently too

large to admit of the full discharge of all our pastoral

duties.

3. In regard to public worship and the administration of

the ordinances, it appears there is great want of uniformity.

The reading of the Scriptures, the Lord's prayer, and the

apostolic benediction are frequently omitted ; and in the ad-

ministration of the ordinances some use the form in the

Disciphne, some mutilate it, and others wholly neglect it.

4. Though there does not appear any remarkable de-

ficiency in the discharge of duty, as pastors and teachers,

so far as relates to preaching and class-meetings, yet there

is a partial inattention to class-meetings, and, in most places,

a total neglect of the bands. Pastoral duties, also, in pro-

moting family religion and instructing the children, have
not been so constantly attended to as the interests of the

Church require. It is the opinion of your committee that

these omissions are owing sometimes to the great extent of

the circuit and scattered state of the population; in some
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cases to the want of system ; but it is feared in others the May 23.

want of that engagedness in the discharge of ministerial

duties which becomes us as ministers of the gospel of

Christ.

5. Your committee further state that, with regard to

raising the necessary supplies for the preachers, there is

great deficiency. The table expenses are partially supplied

in some places, and in others not at all. There are ajso

great deficiencies in the collections for quarterage.

It appears that these deficiencies arise from the want of

due attention to and proper application of the system made
and provided by the General Conference on those subjects.

But, as most of the subjects embraced in the general duties

of this committee have been referred to other committees,

they think it unnecessary to oifer any resolution on those

subjects and matters. Nevertheless they beg leave to

recommend the following :

—

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in Eesoiutions of

_^ ' -•' °
, 1 1 mi • T Committee.

deneral Conierence assembled, 1. That the supenntendmg
preachers be instructed so to lay out their work that there

may be sufficient time allowed each preacher for the faith-

ful and extensive discharge of all his pastoral duties in pro-

moting family religion and instructing the children.

Resolved, &c., 2. That all our preachers observe that

order of public worship pointed out in the twenty-third sec-

tion of our form of Discipline, and that in administering the

ordinances, and in the service of the burial of the dead, they

invariably use the form of Discipline, and in dismissing the

congregation the apostolic benediction ; and that they attend

uniformly to the order pointed out in the first chapter,

twenty-fourth section, of our form of Discipline, in regard

to singing the praises of God in our congregations.

Resolved, <fec., 3. That the Lord's prayer be used upon
all occasions of public worship, at the close of the fiirst

prayer, and that it be strongly recommended to all our

people to introduce it into their private and family devo-

tions.

Resolved, &c., 4. That the preachers be particularly ex-

amined on these several subjects at each annual confer-

ence.

In reference to the motion referred to your committee to

take into consideration the expediency of making it the duty

of the annual conferences to give a travelling preacher,

when dropped, a certificate of his moral character, &c.,

they are of opinion that it does not come within the range

of their duty ; they have therefore declined making or sub-

mitting any resolution on that subject. Also in reference to

the motion on the subject of having class papers or books

printed at the Book Room, your committee are of opinion

that this subject is not of sufficient importance to be taken
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May 28.

Eeport of the
Committee on
Expenses.

up and acted upon by the General Conference. . All of

which is respectfully submitted.

S. Merwin, Chairman.

S. Luckey, from the Committee on the Expenses of the

Delegates, made the following report of disbursements,

which was adopted :

—

The moneys appropriated were apportioned as follows :

—

Draft. Cash.

Disbursements New- York Conference appropriation $224 00 Paid 1224 00
of expenses of New-England " " 285 00 " 142 50 $142 50
Delegates. Genesee " " 258 20 " 129 10 129 10

Ohio " " 280 34 " 140 17 140 17
Kentucky " "

. 208 48 " 104 24 104 24
Missouri " " 180 00 " 120 00 60 00
Tennessee " " 225 00 " 75 00 150 00
Mississippi " " 97 50 " 65 00 32 50
South Carolina " " 330 00 " 247 50 82 50
Virginia " " 155 47 " 103 65 51 82
Baltimore " " 70 00 " 70 00
Philadelphia " " 94 25 " 94 25

Motion for the
bishops to send
pastoral letters

to the people.

Change ofDisci-

pline as to
provision for

preachers'
wives.

Vote of thanks
to the bishops.

Printing of reso-
lutions.

On motion, the delegates of the General Conference were
authorized to draw on the Book Concern for $45 more, to

correct a mistake made in the appropriation to them in the

report.

E. Mudge offered the following resolution :

—

Resolved, &c., That the General Conference do request

the bishops jointly to address a pastoral letter to our peo-
ple at as early a day as may be convenient, and that they
forward the same to the book-agents, who are hereby di-

rected to publish eight thousand five hundred copies there-

of and distribute them to the presiding elders throughout
the connexion. Signed, Enoch Mudge, W. Capers.

On motion, the resolution offered by L. Myens, which
had been sustained, was taken up.

Moved, that it be laid on the table. Lost.

The question was then taken on the resolution, and car-

ried.

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in

General Conference assejnbled. That the following clause

be added to the second paragraph of the fourth section

(page one hundred and seventy-seven) of the second part of

our Discipline :
" But this provision shall not apply to the

wives of those preachers who were single when admitted on
trial and marry under four years, until after the expiration

of said four years." Passed.

Resolved, &g.. That our thanks be presented to our be-

loved bishops for the patience they have exercised among
us, and for the able and dignified manner in which they

have presided in the conference. Unanimously adopted.

W. Fisk offered the following resolution :

—

Resolved, &c.. That the resolutions of the General Con-
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ference wliich are not printed in the Discipline, and which May 29.

relate to the duties of preachers on their circuits, <fec., be

printed by our book-agents on loose sheets and sent to

the several districts. Carried. Signed, W. Fisk, T. Mer-

ritt.

Moved, that the report on the admission and trial of

members be taken up. Lost.

Moved by Robert Payne, that this conference express Vote of thanks

their gratitude to our secretary, brother Emory, and his ^^^y and*Tits

assistants, brothers Mason and Peyton, for the active and assistants,

faithful discharge of their duties. Carried unanimously.

A communication from Mr. Wm. Brown, corresponding

secretary of the Baltimore Conference Missionary Society,

was read.

The chair announced the following Committee of Revisal

to put the rules into the Disciphne : Nathan Bangs, Daniel

Ostrander, and Peter P. Sandford.

On motion of E. Cooper, it was resolved that the bishops Delegation t.>

be authorized, if they judge it proper, to send a companion fc7em».
^"

with the delegate to the British Conference in 1826; and
that his expenses be paid, as in the case of the delegate.

The Journal was read, and the conference adjourned

sine die.

Committee
Eevisal.

RESOLUTIONS OF THE REPORT ON THE EPISCOPACY, PASSED

MAY 25, AND SHOULD HAVE BEEN RECORDED AT THAT
TIME.

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in E^-^iutions of

General Conference assembled, 1. That we approve gene- the epLwpacy!

rally of the conduct of the superintendents in the adminis-

tration of the government for the last four years ; and that

their zeal and exertions to promote the cause of God and

the interests of the Church, under the circumstances in

which they have been placed, merit the grateful acknowl-

edgment of the General Conference and of the whole

Church.

Revived, <tc., 2. That Bishop M'Kendree be, and hereby

is respectfully requested to continue to afford what aid he

can to the episcopacy consistently with his age and infirmi-

ties, when and where it may best suit his own convenience

;

and that the provisions of the last General Conference for

meeting his contingent expenses be continued.

Resolved, &c., 3. That the episcopacy be strengthened

by the election and ordination of two additional bishops at

the present session of the General Conference.

Resolved, <fec., 4. That it is highly expedient for the gene-

ral superintendents, at every session of the General Confer-

ence, and as far as to them may appear practicable, in the

intervals of the sessions, annually, to meet in council to form

their plan of travelling through their charge, whether in a
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May 28. circuit after each other or by dividing the connexion into

several episcopal departments, with one bishop or more in

each department, as to them may appear proper and most
conducive to the general good, and the better to enable

them fully to perform the great work of their administra-

tion in the general superintendency, and to exchange and
unite their views upon all affairs connected with the general

interests of the Church.

Resolved, &c., 5. That the book-agents and Book Com-
mittee in New-York shall be a committee to estimate the

amount necessary to meet the family expenses of the bish-

ops, which shall be annually paid by the book-agents out

of the funds of the Book Concern ; and that the above reso-

lution be incorporated into our Discipline.

Eesolutions of

tie report of
the Committee
on Canada Af-
fairs.

RESOLUTIONS OF THE REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE
AFFAIRS OF CANADA, PASSED MAY 18.

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in

General Conference assembled, 1. That there shall be a

Canada Conference under our superintendence, bounded by
the boundary hnes of Upper Canada.

Resolved, &c., 2. That a circular shall be addressed to our

preachers and members included within the bounds of the

Canada Conference, expressive of our zeal for their pros-

perity, and urging the importance of their maintaining union

among themselves.

Resolved, &c., 3. That a respectful representation be
made by the British Conference of those points in the late

agreement between the two connexions which have not, on

the part of their missionaries, been fulfilled.

R. R. Roberts.
J. Emory, Secretary.
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THUESDAY, MAY 1.

Conference met in the new church, Pittsburgh, at nine

o'clock. Present, Bishops M'Kendree, George, Roberts,

Soule, and Redding. Bishop M'Kendree took the chair,

and opened the conference by reading, singing, and prayer.

Rev. John Emory was appointed secretary pro tern.

The delecrates from the several annual conferences hav-

ing given in their certificates, it appeared that a quorum

was present.

Rev. Martin Ruter was then nominated and elected secre-

tary of the conference.

Bishop M'Kendree addressed a few remarks to the con-

ference on the spiritual prosperity of the Church, and re-

tired.

Bishop George took the chair, and the conference pro-

ceeded to business.

Moved by S. G. Roszel, and seconded by D. Young, that

a committee be appointed from the chair, consisting of one

member from each annual conference, to prepare a system

of rules for the government of this conference, who shall

report, if practicable, to-morrow ;
and that the rules of the

General Conference of 1824 be in force until others shall

be adopted. The motion prevailed, and the following per-

sons were appointed to constitute that committee, viz.

:

Daniel Ostrander, George Pickering, David Kilburn, Lo-

ring Grant, John Ryerson, Wm. Stevens, David Young,

Andrew Monroe, Charles Holliday, William Adams, Thomas

Wilkerson, WiUiam M'Mahon, Benjamin M. Drake, S.

K. Hodges, John Early, Joshua Wells, and Lawrence

M'Combs.
It was voted, on motion of J. Emory, that the conference

shall meet at eight o'clock A. M., and adjourn at half-past

twelve o'clock.
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Preaching.

It was moved by S. Martindale, that the presiding elder

of Pittsburgh District, and the two preachers stationed in

Pittsburgh, be a committee to superintend the appointments
for pubhc preaching. Carried.

On motion of D. Ostrander, seconded by J. B. Finley, it

was voted that a committee shall be appointed on the

episcopacy, consisting of one member from each annual
conference, to be selected by the delegates of the confer-

ences respectively.

D. Ostrander moved, that a committee be appointed on
the itinerancy, to consist of one member from each annual
conference.

Jacob Young moved that this motion lie on the table

;

which motion did not prevail.

The question was then taken on the motion for the Com-
mittee on the Itinerancy, and carried.

J. B. Finley moved, seconded by A. Hemphill, that in

the appointment of the Committee on the Itinerancy, the
delegates from each annual conference be permitted to

appoint one from their ow-^n number. The motion prevailed.

S. G, Roszel moved, seconded by J, Emor}^, that a com-
mittee be appointed to take an account of the expenses of
the delegates, to receive the moneys collected therefor, and
to report thereon to this conference ; and the motion pre-
vailed.

Voted, on motion, that this committee consist of five, and
be appointed by the chair.

Moved by Laban Clark, and seconded by J. B. Finley and
D. Ostrander, that a committee be appointed on the divis-

ion and boundaries of the annual conferences, consisting of
one member from each delegation, to be selected by the
delegates in their separate capacity. The motion pre-
vailed.

A motion was made by J. B. Finley for adjournment,
which did not prevail.

Lawrence M'Combs moved, and Laban Clark seconded,
that there be a committee on the Book Concern, consisting

of five members, to be appointed by the chair.

Samuel Luckey called for a division of the question, and
the first member of it, namely, that such a committee shall

be appointed, was adopted.

It was then moved to strike out the number five ; and the

motion was lost.

The question was then taken on the last part of the
original motion, and carried.

It was then voted, on motion, that there should be
preaching in the new church at three o'clock P. M. and at

half-past seven, and likewise at half-past seven in the old

church.

Conference adjourned.
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FRIDAY, MAY 2.

Conference met, according to adjournment, and was
opened by Bishop George vith the customary exercises.

Bishop Roberts took the chair.

The Journal of yesteiday was read and approved.

It was ordered that the rules adopted for the govern-

ment of the General Conference of 1824 be read ; and they

were read accordingly by the secretary.

A communication from the superintendents to the con-

ference was likewise read, giving a general view of the state

of the Church and the prospects before us, and recom-
mending some important measures for consideration ; and,

on motion of J. Emory, it was ordered that it be laid on the

table.

On motion of Laban Clark, William Lambden was added
to the committee for superintending the appointments for

public preaching.

John Dew was nominated and elected as assistant secre-

tar}^

The committee appointed to prepare rules for the govern-

ment of the conference reported.

S. G. Roszel moved that their report be recommitted.

Lost.

William Lambden moved, that the rules reported by the

committee be adopted in a mass. The motion did not

prevail.

Lawrence M'Combs moved, seconded by Wm. Capers,

that the conference now take up the report, and act upon
each article separately in its order. The motion pre-

vailed.

The conference then went into the consideration of the

rules, as reported by the committee, and, with some amend-
ments and additions, adopted them for the government of

the conference ; which rules are as follows, viz. :

—

1. The conference sliall meet at eight o'clock A. M.
and adjourn at half-past twelve o'clock P. M., but may
alter the times of meeting and adjournment at their discre-

tion.

2. The president shall take the chair precisely at the

hour to which the conference stood adjourned, and cause

the same to be opened by reading the Scriptures, singing,

and prayer ; and, on the appearance of a quorum, shall

have the Journals of the preceding day read and approved,
when the business of the conference shall proceed in the

following order, viz. :

—

(1.) Reports of the standing, and then of the select com-
mittees.

(2.) Petition.*!, memorials, and appeals.

3. The president shall decide all questions of order, sub-
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May 2 J^^^ ^^ '^" appeal to the conference ; but in case of such

Rules con- appeal, the question shall be taken without debate.
'^°"^'^-

4. He shall appoint all the committees not otherwise

specially ordered by the conference ; but any member may
decline serving on more than two committees at the same
time.

5. All motions or resolutions introduced by any member
shall be reduced to writing, if the president, secretary, or

any two members request it.

6. When a motion or resolution is made and seconded,

and is read by the secretary or stated by the president, it

shall be deemed in the possession of the conference, but

may be withdrawn by the mover at any time before decision

or amendment.

Y. No new motion or resolution shall be made vmtil the

one under consideration is disposed of ; which may be done

by its adoption, rejection, laying on the table, indefinite

postponement, postponement to a certain day, or being re-

ferred to a committee.

8. No member shall be interrupted when speaking, ex-

cept by the president to call him to order when he departs

from the question, uses personalities, or disrespectful lan-

guage ; but any member may call the attention of the

president to the subject when he deems a speaker out of

order, and any member may explain if he thinks himself

misrepresented.
'

9. When any member is about to speak in debate, or

dehver any matter to the conference, he shall rise from his

seat and respectfully address himself to the president.

10. No person shall speak more than twice on the same
question, nor more than fifteen minutes at one time, without

leave of the conference ; nor shall a person speak more
than once until every member choosing to speak shall have
spoken.

11. When any. motion or resolution shall have passed,

it shall be in order for any member who voted in the ma-
jority to move for a reconsideration.

12. No member shall absent himself from the service of

the conference without leave, unless he be sick or unable to

attend.

13. No member shall be allowed to vote on any ques-

tion who is not within the bar at the time when such
question is put by the president, except by leave of the

conference when such member has been necessarily ab-

sent.

14. Every member v?ho shall be within the bar at the

time the question is put shall give his vote, unless the con-

ference for special reasons excuse him.

15. A motion to adjourn shall always be in order, and
shall be decided without debate.
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William Capers moved, seconded by S. K. Hodges, that May 2.

the following be adopted as an additional rule, namely :— '^ptoposed.

"""''

No resolution, altering or rescinding any rule of Discipline,

shall be adopted until it shall have been at least three days
in possession of the conference.

The time of adjournment being near, this motion was laid

on the table.

The president then announced the appointment of the

following committees, according to previous arrangement,
namely :

—

A Committee on the Expenses of the Delegates to this Committee on

conference, consisting of five members, viz. : Marmaduke Delegates.
"

Pierce, Laban Clark, Lewis Pease, Marcus Lindsey, William

M. Kennedy.
The Committee on the Book Concern, consisting of five Oommittee on

members, viz. : Wm. Winans, Beverly Waugh, Daniel Fil-

more, Peter Akers, John Early.

Conference adjourned.

SATURDAY, MAY 3.

Conference met, according to previous adjournment, and
was opened by Bishop Roberts.

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved.

Bishop Soule then took the chair.

On motion of William Winans, it was resolved to desig-

nate a line or bar, within which the business of the confer-

ence should be done. Therefore it was determined that

the bar should be fixed at the fourth pillar in the row pro-

ceeding from the pulpit.

On motion of N. Bangs, the order of conference was so

far dispensed with as to take up the additional rule pro-

posed by Wm. Capers, and which was yesterday laid on

the table, viz. :

—

No resolution, altering or rescinding any rule of Disci-

pline, shall be adopted until it shall have been at least

three days in the possession of the conference.

The proposed rule was then taken up, and, after some
discussion, it was, on motion of J. Emory, amended by
striking out the words " three days " and inserting the

words " one day.

"

D. Young moved to amend the amendment by striking

out the words " one day " and inserting the words " two
days ;" which motion was pronounced out of order by the

chair.

Jacob Sanborn moved that the rule be indefinitely post-

poned ; which motion was lost.

D. Young moved to amend the proposed role, as amended,

by striking out the words " one day " and inserting " two

days ;" which motion was afterward withdrawn.
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May 8. The question was then taken on the passage of the rule,

as amended by the motion of J. Emory, and carried in the

affirmative.

David Young moved, and M. Lindsey seconded, that the

following be a rule of this conference, viz. :

—

Rule on previ- The previous question shall be put in this form : Shall
(lus question

^j^g main question now be put ? It shall only be admitted

when demanded by a majority of the members present, and

until it is decided shall preclude all amendments and further

debate on the main question. On the previous question

there shall be no debate.

D. Ostrander moved to amend the proposed rule by
striking out the words " a majority " and inserting the

'- words " any ten ;" which amendment was admitted by the

mover.

The question was then taken on the motion as amended,

and decided in the negative.

L. M'Combs moved, and J. Emory seconded, that the

rules just considered and adopted be now passed collect-

ively as the by-laws of this conference. The motion pre-

vailed.

It was also ordered, on motion of L. M'Combs, that the

rules shall be printed, together with the address of the

bishops, and that the names and lodging-places of the

members of the conference be printed with them, and that

the printing of them be referred to a select committee of

three persons, with instructions to procure the printing of

two hundred copies.

Whereupon the book-agents from New-York and the

book-agent from Cincinnati were appointed by the chair to

be that committee.

J. Emory moved, seconded by S. K. Hodges, that a com-
mittee of be appointed, entitled a committee of elec-

tions and privileges, whose duty it shall be to examine the

certificates of the delegates of the several annual confer-

ences, and also the Journals of said conferences, to ascertain

whether all the delegates reported to this conference were
duly and regularly elected, accoi'ding to the ratio of repre-

sentation allowed by the Discipline at the time of said elec-

tions ; and whether no more than the said ratio allowed

were elected at the time of said elections, and whether no
names have been omitted of delegates who were then

elected ; and to report thereon as early as practicable to

this conference.

R. Payne moved to amend the motion by inserting the

following words, viz. :
" and moreover, what has been the

course of the previous General Conferences respecting ad-

mitting reserved delegates to a seat in said conference
;"

which amendment was accepted by the mover, and the

motion as amended prevailed.

Committee of

Elections and
I'rivileges.
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On motion of S. G. Roszel, it was resolved that this com-
mittee shall consist of one member from the delegation of

each annual conference.

The following persons were appointed, from the chair,

that committee, viz. : John Potts, Stephen Martindale,

Joseph A. Merrill, E. Wills, John Ryerson, Horace Agard,
Daniel Limerick, John Collins, Jesse Haile, Samuel H.
Thompson, Jonathan Stamper, Samuel Patton, Robert
Paine, Robert L. Kennon, Samuel Dunwody, Lewis Skid-

more, C. Frye.

Wm. Capers then moved, seconded by J. Emory, 1. That
a committee, consisting of members, be appointed on
Sunday schools and tract societies ; and that so much of the

communication of the bishops as relates to these subjects

be referred to said committee.

2. Thiit a committee of members be appointed on

missions, and that so much of the bishops' communication
as relates to missions be referred to that committee.

3. That so much of said communication as relates to the

administration of the government of the Church be referred

to the Committee on the Episcopacy.

4. Tiiat so much of said communication as relates to the

appointment of a representative to the British Conference

be referred to the Committee on the Itinerancy.

These motions severally prevailed ; and it was deter-

mined that the Committee on Sunday Schools and Tract

Societies, and that on Missions, should consist each of seven

members.

N. Bangs moved, seconded by Wm. Capers, that a com-
mittee on education be appointed ; which motion pre-

vailed, and, on motion, it was resolved that this committee

consist of five members.

Laban Clark moved, and J. B. Finley seconded, that a

committee be appointed on memorials and petitions ; which

motion prevailed, and it was resolved that this committee

shall consist of seven members.

On motion, it was resolved that the delegates of the seve-

ral annual conferences now announce the committees by
them elected. Whereupon the following committees were
named, viz. :

—

The Committee on the Episcopacy to consist of Peter P.

Sandford, Timothy Merritt, David Kilburn, John Ryer-

son, Jonathan Huestis, Thornton Fleming, Jacob Young,
Andrew Monroe, Charles Holliday, Thomas Wilkerson,

Marcus Lindsey, Wm. M'Mahon, Wm. Winans, Wm. Ca-

pers, John Early, S. G. Roszel, Lawrence M'Combs.
Committee on the Boundaries of the Conferences : La-

ban Clark, John W. Hardy, Ephraim Wiley, Wm. Ryerson,

George Peck, Wm. Lambden, James B. Finley, Jesse Haile,

Peter Cartwright, Wm. S. Manson, Thomas A. Morris,
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May;

Committee
Itinerancy.

Committee
Revisal.

James Gwinn, Thomas Griffin, S. K. Hodges, Lewis Skid-

moie, Marmaduke Pierce, Manning Force.

Committee on the Itinerancy : Daniel Oslrander, John
Lindsey, Eleazer Wells, Samuel Belton, Israel Chamber-
lain, David Shaip, John Collins, Andrew Monroe, John
Strange, Samuel Patton, Peter Akers, Robert Paine, Robert

L. Kennon, James 0. Andrew, H. G. Leigh, Joshua Wells,

John Potts.

It was moved by John Early, and seconded by H. G.

Leigh, that a committee of revisal and unfinished business,

to consist of members, be appointed, who shall ascer-

tain, from the Journal of the last General Conference, what
matters were unfinished and ought to be acted upon at the

present session, and report to the conference ; which motion

prevailed.

It was resolved, on motion, that this committee shall

consist of five.

The conference adjourned.
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MONDAY, MAY 5.

Conference convened, and was opened by Bishop Soule.

On motion of D. Ostrander, it was resolved that the call-

ing of the list by the secretary shall be omitted, except at

times when it may be necessary to ascertain whether there

be a quorum.

The Jou)nal of Saturday was read and amended.
Bishop Hedding took the chair.

The following committees weie announced by the chair,

according to provision made on Saturday for their appoint-

ment, viz. :

—

Committee on Education, to consist of Wilbur Fisk, Peter

Akers, Hezekiah G. Leigh, Win. Capers, H. B. Bascom.
Committee on Revisal and Unfinished Business : John

Early, Andrew Hemphill, John Smith, Benjamin M. Drake,

and David Young.
Committee on Sunday Schools and Tract Societies

:

Laban Clai'k, George Pickering, Loring Grant, John F.

Wright, George C. Light, James M. Hanson, Daniel Hall.

Committee on Missions : N. Bangs, John Lindsey, Wm.
M'Mahon, Samuel K. Hodges, John Ryerson, Watters Bur-

rows, John Dow.
The chairman of the committee appointed to procure

the printing of the rules reported that the printing was in

process, and requested that the committee be permitted to

have the rules of the conference and address of the super-

intendents printed without subjoining the names of the

members ; and it was, on motion, voted that the committee

be allowed to pi'ocure the, printing of the rules and address

by themselves, and the list of the members and the places

*,
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of their lodging to be printed as soon tis may be after-

ward.

Petitions and memorials being called for, N. Bangs pre-

sented an address from the Methodist Sunday-School
Union of New-York, which was, on motion of J. Emory,
referred to the Committee on Sunday Schools and Tract

Societies.

N. Bangs, with permission, made several remarks in re-

lation to our Sunday schools, their importance, &c.

A memorial and lesolutions from the American Sunday-
School Union to the conference was then presented and
read, accompanied with an address from their agent; and it

was resolved, on motion, that this memorial and address be
referred to the Committee on Sunday Schools and Tract

Societies.

Petitions, memorials, &c., from Wayne Circuit, Ohio,

from local preachers in Erie District, from members on
Queen Ann's Circuit, Maryland, and from Norfolk District

Conference, were severally referred to the Committee on

Petitions and Memorials.

Petitions from sundry members in the bend of Cumber-
land River ; from the Rev. T. L. Douglass, in behalf of the

Tenhessee Annual Conference ; from members on Christian

Circuit ; from members from Fountainhead and Goose Creek
Circuits, were severally referred to the Committee on the

Boundaries of the Conferences.

A communication, accompanying the memorial of the

local preachers of Erie District, signed by the travelling

preachers of said district, was read, and D. Young moved
that it be laid on llie table ; which motion was withdrawn,

but was renewed by -John Lind^ey ; and the question being

put, it was decided in the affirmative.

A petition from tlie Canada Annual Conference was pre-

sented by William Ryerson, piaying that they may be

separated from the jurisdiction of the General Conference

of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States;

which was, on motion, refejred to a special committee, to

consist of seven members.

J. Emory moved, that the rule on calling for petitions

and memorials be so amended as to read that they shall

be called for in the order of the conferences, beofinninof with

the Pittsburgh Conference and proceeding in the order of

the Minutes. The motion prevailed.

T. Merritt notified the conference of an appeal from

Joshua Ptandall, upon which Bishop Roberts presented two
communications from him, having reference to his appeal

from two different decisions : the one from a decision of the

New- England Conference against hira in 1824, and the

other from a decision of the same conference in 182G, by
which la.st decision he had been expelled from the Church

;
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in both of which communications he stated that he was
ready to support his appeal at whatever time the confer-

ence might appoint.

J. Emory moved, that the time for trying his appeal from

expulsion be fixed for Wednesday next. Carried.

The conference adjourned.

TUESDAY, MAT 6.

Conference convened, and was opened by Bishop Red-
ding.

The Journal of yesterday was read and corrected.

Bishop George took the chair.

The committee on the petition from Canada was an-

nounced by the chair, and consists of the following mem-
bers, viz. : N. Bangs, Isaac Bonney, Charles Pitman, Zecha-

riah Paddock, Russel Bigelow, and Caleb Leach.

Eobert Paine was, on motion, appointed assistant secre-

tary.

Reports of committees were called for.

Petitions and memorials being called for, there were pre-

sented petitions, &c., from brethren in Steubenville and
from brethren in Clarksburgh, and were referred to the

Committee on Petitions and Memorials.

S. G. Roszel moved, that all petitions and memorials,

purporting to be from any particular conference, shall be
presented by a delegate of said conference. After some
discussion the motion was withdrawn.

A petition was presented from brethren in Cincinnati,

which was, on motion, referred to the Committee on the

Itinerancy.

Petitions were also presented from other brethren in Cin-

cinnati, from brethi-en in Marietta and Athens, and brethren

in Jefferson Circuit, Virginia ; a committee of West Jersey

District Conference, and some from other places not men-
tioned in said petitions ; and were severally referred to the

Committee on Petitions and Memorials.

A petition from brethren in New-London District was
presented, and referred to the same committee.

Memorials from brethren in Baltimore, in Sussex County,

Va., and from brethren in Kent County, Md., were pre-

sented, and referred to the Committee on the Itinerancy.

A petition fi-om members of the second congregation in

New-Bedford, on the subject of spirituous liquors, was
read, and, on motion, referred to a special committee, to

consist of five members.
Wm. Capers moved, seconded by D. Ostrander, that after

this day no more time than one hour and a half shall be oc-

cupied, on any one day, in receiving and disposing of memo-
rials and petitions. The motion was carried.
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An appeal of Wra. Houston to this confeience was pre-

sented in writing; and, on motion, it was resolved tliat said

appeal shall be taken up and considered on Thursday en-

suing.

Nathan Bangs moved, seconded by John Emory, that

the Committee on the Book Concern be instructed to inquire

into the expediency of taking measures for forming a Bible

Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church. The motion
prevailed.

D. Ostrander moved, and Peter P. Sandford seconded,
that the section in our Discipline on churches and parson-

ages, and the order to be observed therein, be referred to

a committee, to whom all matters and papers on that sub-

ject may be referred ; which motion prevailed. And it was
ordered that said committee consist of five members.

D. Ostrander moved, seconded by John W. Hardy, that

a committee be appointed to inquire whether any, and if

any what, alterations are necessary to be made in the third,

fourth, and fifth sections of the second part (Temporal Econ-
omy) of our Discipline, and report thereon. The motion
prevailed.

On motion, it was ordered that said committee should
consist of five members.

D. Ostrander moved, seconded by P. P. Sandford, that a

committee be appointed on the aftairs of the local preach-

ers, to whom memorials and petitions shall be referred, and
all other matters relating to the local ministry, and report

thereon, which prevailed ; and, on motion, it was resolved

that said committee shall consist of seventeen members.
N. Bangs moved, seconded by J. B. Finley, that the

Committee on Revisal and Unfinished Business be in-

structed to take the Discipline into consideration, and re-

poit what alteration it may be expedient to make in its

phraseology. The motion prevailed.

D. Ostrander moved, seconded by G. C. Light, that the

words, " and by the baptism of thy well-beloved Son, Jesus

Christ, in the River Jordan," in the baptismal service, be
struck out, and the words, "by the institution of thy well-

beloved Son," be inserted in their place.

S. Luckey moved that this motion be laid on the table,

which motion was withdrawn by the mover, but was re-

newed by John Dew ; and the question being taken, it was
decided in the negative.

While the subject was in debate, and M. Lindsey was
speaking, the time of adjournment arrived, and it was, on
motion, resolved that the time of sitting should be extended
ten minutes. And, at the close of brother Lindsey's ad-

dress, the conference adjourned.
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 7.

Conference met at eight o'clock, according to adjournment,

and was opened in the customary manner, Bishop George

in the chair.

The .lournal of yesterday was read and amended.
Bishop Roberts then took the chair.

P. Cartwright moved, that after this day we dispense

with afternoon preaching; wliich m.otion was lost.

The chair announced the following committees, according

to provision made yesterday, viz. :

—

The Committee on Local Preachers, to consist of John

B. Stratten, Moses Crume, John Tevis, John Strange, Jesse

Hale, Wm. S. Manson, John M. Holland, Barnabas Pipkin,

Robert Adams, Thomas Crowder, James M. Hanson, James
Smith, Wm. Stevens, Edward Hyde, Elisha Streeter, Seth

Mattison, William Slater.

Committee on petitions relating to the use of ardent

spirits : Henry Holmes, Jacob Sanborn, Tobias Spicer,

James Armstrong, Richard Tidings.

Committee on Churches and Parsonages: Joseph A.

Merrill, Phineas Rice, Benjamin T. Crouch, Job Guest,

Morgan Sherman.

Committee on Temporal Economy of our Church : Joshua
Wells, John F. Adams, Heniy Bass, Joshua Boucher, and

David Dailey.

Reports from standing and select committees were called

for.

The chairman of the Committee on the Itinerancy made
a report of so much of the business referred to them as re-

lates to the appointment of a representative to the British

Conference ; which report was, on motion, laid on the table.

The Committee on Elections and Privileges reported,

and their report was, on motion, laid on the table.

D. Ostrander moved, that the rules and orders of the

conference be so far dispensed with as to proceed in hearing

the appeal of Joshua Randall ; and the motion was decided

in the affirmative.

N. Bangs moved, that during the time of hearing this

appeal the conference sit with closed doors ; and the motion

was lost.

The conference then proceeded on the appeal of Joshua

Randall.

The part of the Journal of the New-England Conference

relating to the decision from which Joshua Randall had ap-

pealed, was then read, from which it appeared that in June,

1826, he had been expelled from the Church, upon a charge

of holding and disseminating doctrines contrary to our arti-

cles of religion ; which charge contained the following

specifications, viz. :

—

HKk.



Journal of General Conference, 1828. 315

1. In denj-ing that the transgressions of tlie law, lo wliich May 7.

we are all pesunally responsible, have had any atonement
^'^!|'n^"ue(i

'^'^''*

made for them by Christ.

2. Maintaining that the infinite claims of justice upon the

transgressor of the divine law may, upon the condition of

mere acts of the transgressor himself, be relinquished,

given up, and the transgressor pardoned without an atone-

nu-nt.

The proceedings of the New-England Conference upon
his case were then read, and brother Randall, being present,

was permitted to make his defence.

After having gone through with his defence, he was re-

sponded to by Wilbur Fisk ; and then, on motion, it was
resolved that the conference have a recess of ten minutes,

after which the members were called to order.

Bishop Roberts being in the chair, T. Merritt stated that

the subject had been brought so fully before the Confer-

ence by his colleague, that he should forbear to make some
remarks which he had intended to make in relation to it.

J. Randall added a few remarks, in which he said he con-

sidered the case as having been fairly represented, and that

he had nothing in particular to add. The pleadings on

both sides being closed, the appellant retired, and the con-

ference proceeded to make a decision.

N. Bangs moved, seconded by S. Luckey, that the de-

cision of the New-England Conference in the case of Joshua
Randall be, and the same is hereby affirmed.

John Dew and Wyatt Chamberlain requested to be, and

were excused from voting.

The time for adjournment having nearly arrived, it was,

OH motion, resolved that the term of session be extended

ten minutes longer. The qixestion was then taken on the

motion by a rising vote, and decided in the affirmative

—

one hundred and si.\ty-four voting in favour of the motion

and one against it.

The conference adjourned.

TUESDAY, MAY 8.

Conference assembled, and was opened by reading, sing-

ing, and prayer, Bi-shop Roberts in the chair.

The Journal of yesterday was read and amended, after Bishop Souie \u

which Bishop Soule took the chair.
t ec ar.

Reports called for.

N. Bangs stated that the book-agents were prepared to Report of the

make a report, exhibiting a general view of the state of the Book-agents.

Concern. Whereupon it was, oq^otion of D. Ostrander,

resolved, that the agents be perimlted now to make their

report.

The report was then presented and read by J. Emory,

Mays.

%t
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Mays.

Report of the
Book" Com-

petition from
brethren in

Pittsburgh.

Petitions on
Freemasonry.

Sundry peti-

tions referred.

Pliiladelphia pe-
titions.

N. Bangs's me-
morial from
tlie Missionary
Society.

Memorial from
the bounds of
tlie New-Kng-
land Confer-

rommiinication
from Rocliestor

(iuarterly Con-

Memorial on
Kreemasonry.

and it was, on motion, referred to the Committee on the

Book Concern.

L. Clark, chairman of the Book Committee at New-York,
informed the conference that he held a report of that com-
mittee on the subject of the Book Concern.

It was, on motion, resolved that this report be read

;

which was read accordingly by R. Paine.

This report was, on motion of L. M'Combs, referred to

the Committee on the Book Concern.

A petition from brethren in Pittsburgh was presented,

and referred to the Committee on Petitions and Memorials.

A petition was also presented from brethren on Lake
Circuit, and another from the Chatauque Circuit, both on
the subject of " Speculative Freemasonry," which were re-

ferred to the Committee on the Itinerancy.

A petition from brethren in Fairfield was referred to the

Committee on Petitions and Memorials.

Petitions were also presented from brethren at Edwards-
ville. 111., and Hillsborough, Ohio, and were referred to the

Committee on Petitions and Memorials.

A petition was also presented from local preachers in

Fairfield Circuit, which was, on motion, referred to the

Committee on Local Preachers.

A petition was presented from Talbot Circuit, and re-

ferred to the Committee on Memorials and Petitions.

Two other petitions were presented from Philadelphia,

requesting that the next General Conference be appointed
at that place ; which were laid on the table.

N. Bangs presented a memorial from the Board of Mana-
gers of the Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal
Church.

It was moved by J. Emory, and seconded by N. Bangs,
that the reading of said memorial be dispensed with, and
that it be referred to the Committee on Missions ; which
motion pi-evailed.

A memorial was presented from brethren within the

bounds of the New-England Conference, on the subject of

what the memoriahsts call " Speculative Freemasonry,"
which was referred to the Committee on the Itinerancy.

A communication from the Rochester Quarterly Confer-

ence, praying that the article in our Discipline prohibiting

the renting of seats or pews in our meeting-houses be altered

so as to grant this privilege. On motion, the same was re-

ferred to the Committee on Churches and Parsonages.

A memorial was presented from members of our Church
in Clarence Circuit, in the bounds of the Genesee Confer-

ence, on the subject of '^^Speculative Freemasonry."
J. Early moved its reference to the Committee on Peti-

tions and Memorials ; which motion was subsequently with-

drawn.
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J. Emory then moved, seconded by S. H. Thompson,
that said petition be referred to a select committee, wliich

motion prevailed ; and, on motion, it was resolved that said

committee should consist of five members.
Memorials on the same subject were presented from

Warsaw, Elba, Aurora, and Lewiston Circuits, in the bounds
of the conference; and, on motion, they were referred to the

above committee.

On motion of D. Ostrander, it was ordered that memorials

on this subject, which have been previously referred to the

Committee on the Itinerancy, be now referred to the com-
mittee ordered for this purpose.

A communication from Bishop Hedding was referred to

the Committee on the Episcopacy.

Wm. Capers then moved, seconded by John Early, that

the Committee on the Book Concern be, and is hereby in-

structed to inquire into and report upon the expediency of

having a copy of the yearly Report of the committee at

New-York forwarded to each one of the annual confer-

ences ; and also that the New-York Conference be requested

to furnish to each one of the annual conferences yeai'ly a

statement of whatever transactions may be had by the con-

ference on the subject of our Book Concern, or respect-

ing the officers of that establishment ; which raution pre-

vailed.

N. Bangs moved, S. Clark seconded, that the following

amendments be made in the fourth section of our form of

Discipline, line sixteen, page twenty-five : after the words
" among Indians," insert the words " and those preachers

who may be appointed to labour for the benefit of seamen,

except in regard to such places as, in the judgment of

any annual conference, may render a longer terra neces-

sary."

James Young moved, seconded by D. Ostrander, to

amend the words "provided that those pieacheis labouring

among seamen be allowed to form societies among the sea-

men, according to the Discipline of the Methodist Episco-

pal Church, and exercise said Discipline therein ;" and, on

motion, the original, together Mith the amendments, was
laid on the table.

Heman Bangs moved, and D. Kilburn seconded, that a

committee be appointed to wait on brother Wilbur Fisk,

and return him the thanks of this conference for the very-

able manner in which he illustrated the doctrine of atone-

ment before this body yesterday, and request of him a copy
of his address for publication ; which, on motion, was laid

on the table.

The orders of the day were then called for, and tlie ap-

peal of Wm. Houston from the decision of the lialtimore

Conference, by which he had been located against his will.
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Mays. which had been made the order of the day, was taken up,
iTial and appeal , ,, . ^. r i i it , • i

of William ^nd the communication oi brotlier Houston, contammg the

Unued"
'"^°' g^^^^^s of his appeal, was then read to the conference

;

and, agreeabl)^ to a request contained therein, brothers

J. Emory and Asa Shinn consented to act as brother Hous-
ton's representatives, so far as to see tliat the appeal should

be legally brought before the conferenci;.

Bishop Soule then gave the opinion of the chair, that

brother Houston was legally repi-esented before this confer-

ence.

The extract of the Journal of the Baltimore Conference
relating to this case was then lead, and afterward t)ie

second reading of brother Houston's letter v^as called for

;

and it was read accordingly.

Brother J. Emory opened the case of tl)c appeal by some
remarks, and then brothers S. G. Roszel and Joshua Well.^

responded on the part of the Baltimoie Conference.

Brother Asa Shinn concluded by some remarks on the

defence of the appellant.

Brother N. Bangs moved, and M. Lindsey seconded, that

that part of the decision of the Baltimore Annual Confer-

ence by which Wm. Houston was located without his con-

sent be, and the same is hereby reversed.

Brothers A. Shinn and J. Emory asked to be excused

from voting on this question, whicli was granted.

The hour of adjournment having arrived, it was moved
that the conference continue its session half an hour ; which
motion was withdrawn, and then the conference adjourned.

N.
mo-

May 9.
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FRIDAY, MAY 9.

Conference assembled, and was opened in the customary
manner. Bishop Soule in the chair.

The Journal of yesterday was read and amended, and
Bishop Hedding took the chair.

The committee on the petition of James Bailey and others,

provided for by a vote of yesterday, was announced from,

the chair, and consists of the following members, viz.:

Wilbur Fisk, Eleazer Wells, Asa Shinn, Lovick Pierce,

Thomas Wilkerson.

Reports, &c., were called for, and the chairman of the

Committee on Education reported in part, requesting in-

formation concerning the number and condition of our
seminaries of learning in the bounds of each annual con-

ference.

It was, on motion, resolved that a committee of one from
each annual conference be appointed to give the informa-

tion requested.

Petitions and memorials were called for.

D. Young presented a memorial from brethren on Mad
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River Circuit, Ohio Conference, which was, on motion, re-

ferred to the Committee on Itinerancy.

L. Sifidmore presented a petition from bretliren in Gran-
^ille County, North Carolina, wliich was, on motion, refer-

red to the Committee on Itinerancy.

A petition from brethren in Port Royal, Virginia Confer-

ence, was presented by S. G. Roszel, and, on his motion,

was referred to the Committee on Boundaries.

A petition from brethren in Baltimore, inviting the Gene-
r;\ Conference to hold its next session in that city, Avas

presented, and, on motion, was laid on the table.

N, Bangs submitted a communication from the Mission-

ary Socieiy of the Methodist Episcopal Church, being their

second quadrennial report, exhibiting a general view of the

transactions of the society for the last four years ; and it

was, on motion of J. Emory, referred to the Committee on
Missions.

J. Emory presented a commimication from Rev. N.
Snethen and Dr. H. D. Sellers, and a petition from brethren

calling themselves the general convention of delegates of

members and local preachers of the Methodist Episcopal

Church, praying for a representation from each of their

)espective bodies in the General Conference, which was
read, and, on motion, referred to the Committee on Petitions

and Memorials.

S. Martindale presented a petition from brethren in Ver-

mont, which was, on motion, referred to the Committee on

tlie Itinerancy.

Notice was given that a periodical was presented here,

published by E. Littell, of Philadelphia, of which the mem-
bers were requested each to take a copy.

N. Bangs moved that the person who gave the notice

withdraw it, and the pamphlets. The motion did not pre-

vail.

Appeals were then called for, according to order.

Greenbury R. Jones stated that two appeals had been

noticed on the Journal of the Ohio Conference, from Wm.
Cunningham and Charles Waddell; that the appellants

weie not present, and moved that the appeals be made the

order of the day for next Thursday, the fifteenth instant

;

which motion was withdrawn.

A communication was made by Bishop Soule in relation

to his expenses, «kc., and the amount drawn by him for the

missionary establishments in various conferences where he

lias laboured ; which was, on motion, referred to the Com-
mittee on the Episcopacy.

Wilham Capers moved, L. Skidmore seconded, that the

final adjournment of the present session of the General

Conference shall take place on or before the twenty-second

day of May.
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N. Bangs moved to lay tlie motion on the table, which
was decided in the negative.

L. Clark moved to amend the motion by striking out the

words " twenty-second " and inserting the word " thirtieth."

Nathan Bangs moved to amend the motion by striking

out the words " twenty-second " and inserting the words
" twenty-ninth." This motion was lost.

S. G. Roszel then moved that the further consideration

of the motion be postponed until Thursday next, the

fifteenth ; and the motion prevailed.

On motion of J. Emory, it was resolved that preaching

in the afternoon in this house after this day shall be dis-

pensed with.

John Early moved, and Thomas Crowder seconded, that

the Committee on the Itinerancy be instructed to inquire

into the e.vpediency of devising some remedy against the

too common practice of locating, from at least seeming
pecuniary necessity, among our experienced and useful

preachers ; and also to inquire whether some plan may
not be devised by which travelling preachers who will not

laboui-, and travelling preachers who it is ascertained have
not competent ability, may be located at the discretion of

an annual conference. The motion prevailed.

N. Bangs moved, and John Smith seconded, that the
Committee on Temporal Economy be instructed to inquire

particularly whether any, and if any what, alterations maybe
made in the allowance of supeiannuated preachers and in

the apportionment of the avails of the Book Concern and
Charter Fund ; which motion prevailed.

Peter Cartwright moved that the committee be requested
to inquire into the expediency of reducing the piices of

some of our books, and report thereon. The motion being
put, was carried in the affirmative.

On motion of J. Emory, the communication from the

trustees of the Charter Fund was read, and referred to a
special committee, to consist of three members to be ap-

pointed for that purpose.

The motion of N. Bangs, which was offered yesterday
and not acted on, in relation to the appeal of Wm. Houston,
was called up and discussed.

The time of adjournment being near, it was, on motion,
resolved to extend the session ten minutes.

The time of adjournment having come again, a motion was
made to extend the session ten minutes longer. Lost.

The following committees were then announced from the
chair, in conformity to the provision made previously by
the conference, viz. :

—

On the Charter Fund: Geoi-ge Pickering, William M.
Kennedy, Lewis Pease.

A committee to confer with, and answer the inquiries of
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the Committee on Education : Henry B. Bascom, John

Collins, Andrew Munroe, Samuel Paton, Peter Akers,

Robert Payne, B. M. Drake, William Capers, H. G. Leitch,

Beverly Waugh, John Dempster, Samuel Luckey, Wilbur

Fisk, Stephen Lovell, Lawrence M'Combs,
The conference adjourned.

321

May 9.

SATURDAY, MAY 10.

Conference assembled, and was opened with reading,

singing, and prayer. Bishop Hedding in the chair.

The Journal of yesterday wns read and corrected ; after

which Bishop George took the chair.

Wm. Lambden moved tiiat there be preaching at three

o'clock next week in the old meeting-house ; and the motion

prevailed.

Reports of committees were called for.

N. Bangs, from the Committee on Canada Affairs, re-

ported that information was wanted on the subject of a

petition formerly sent from the Canada Conference to the

annual conferences in the United States ; and the inquiry

was answered by some of the superintendents.

John Early, from the Committee on UnBnished Business,

reported in part ; and it was voted, on motion, that the re-

port be made the order of the day for next Wednesday.
.r. Emory, from the Committee on Petitions and Memo-

rials, requested to be relieved from the further considera-

tion of certain petitions from persons residing on the eastern

shore of Maryland, and that they be referred to the Com-
mittee on Itineranc3^

Martin Ruter, book-agent at Cincinnati, informed the

conference that he was ready to report, and J. Emory
moved that he now have the liberty to make his report

;

which he did by a communication of the Book Concern at

Cincinnati, and some remarks in reference to the Concern

generally. The communication was, on motion, referred to

the Committee on the Book Concern.

The chairman of the Book Committee of the Ohio An-
nual Conference presented the report of that committee on

the Book Concern in the West, which was likewise re-

ferred to the Committee on the Book Concern.

L. Davis, from the Committee on the Expenses of the

Delegates, made a report in part.

Brother Wm. Winans moved, B. M. Drake seconded,

that the Committee on the Book Concern be instructed to

inquire into the expediency of discharging the e.state of the

Rev. Samuel Parker from the claims standing against him

on tlie accounts of the Book Concern, and report thereon.

Petitions and memorials from Wm. Thorn and others,

from within the bounds of the Pittsburgh Conference, were

21
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presented by brother Limerick, a pait of which being read,

it was moved to refer them to the Committee on Petitions

and Memorials ; which motion was lost.

It was then moved that the presenter of said memorial
have liberty to withdraw it, which motion prevailed.

Stephen G. Roszel presented a memorial from William

Doughty and others, the object of which was e.xplained by
the presenter ; and, on his motion, the reading was dis-

pensed with, and it was referred to the Committee on
Memorials and Petitions.

Appeals were called for.

Asa Shinn presented an appeal of Dennis B. Dorsey, in

which the said Dorsey appeals from the decision of the

Baltimore Annual Conference ; and, on motion, the said

appeal was made tl:e order of the day for Tuesday next.

The motion of ]S[. Bangs, to reverse the decision of

the Baltimore Conference in the case of Wm. Houston, by
which said Houston was located without his consent, was
taken up and considered, one hundred and two members
voting in the affirmative and fifty-three in the negative.

Brother W. Fisk moved, S. Luckey seconded, that the

decision of the Baltimore Conference, so far as relates to

depriving Wm. Houston of his claims upon the funds of

the conference, be, and the same is hereby affirmed.

The Baltimore delegation requested to be excused from
voting on this motion ; and the conference excused them.

The vote was then taken on brother Fisk's motion, which
was carried.

Conference then adjourned.

May 12.

Conference
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MONDAY, MAY 12.

Conference assembled, and was opened with reading,

singing, and prayer, Bishop George in the chair.

The Journal of Saturday was read and amended, after

which Bishop Roberts took the chair.

Reports of committees were called for.

N. Bangs, from the Committee on the Canada Confer-

ence, reported ; which report was, on motion, laid on the

table and made the order of this day.

Petitions and memorials were called for.

E. Streeter presented an address from an individual in

the bounds of Maine Conference, which was stated to be

on the subject of missions, and was, on motion, referred

to the Committee on Missions.

J. A. Merrill moved, J. Lindsey seconded, that the Com-
mittee on E.\penses be instructed to draw on the book-

agents for a sum sufficient to make up the full amount of

the expenses of the respective delegates, and that the book-

agents be directed to pay the same.
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Brother J. Emory moved so to amend the motion as to

make it thus : That the Committee on Expenses be in-

structed to inquire into the expediency of providing further

measures to meet the full amount of the expenses of the

respective delegates. The amendment was accepted by
the mover.

The question was then taken on the motion, as amended,
and decided in the affirmative.

G. R. Jones moved, S. Lovell seconded, that the Com-
mittee on Revisal and Unfinished Business be instructed to

take into consideration so much of the communication of the

bishops as relates to the privileges of the members of our

Church of tlie right of trial and of appeal ; to inquire par-

ticularly whether any, and if any what, change is necessary

in the seventh section of the second chapter of our Disci-

pline ; and whether any, and if any what, alteration is

necessary on the subject of admitting persons into full

membership in our Church ; and that said committee be

instructed to obtain the report of the committee on the

subject made to the last General Conference. The motion

prevailed.

It was then moved by J. B. Finley, seconded by J. Dew,
that the Committee on the Itinerancy be instructed to ex-

amine the Journals of the annual conferences, to ascertain

whether all the annual conferences have concurred in

recommending a plan to this General Conference of re-

ducing the ratio of representation, and if they have, to

make a report of said plan, and if not, to report what con-

ference or conferences have failed to do so. The motion

prevailed.

The orders of the day were then called for, and the re-

port of the Committee on Canada was taken up.

Brother Wm. Winans moved, J. Hale seconded, that the

report of said committee be adopted.

After considerable discussion, Wm. Capers moved, R.

Paine seconded, that the motion for adopting the report

be laid on the table, and that the report be made the order

of the day for Friday next. The motion was decided in the

affirmative.

N. Bangs moved, that the motion that had been laid on

the table in relation to the time a preacher may continue

to labour among seamen, be now called up. The motion

was carried.

S. G. Roszel moved, N. Reed seconded, for a division of

the motion, and that the question be taken on the first

member, viz.: That the following amendment be made in

the fourth section of our form of Discipline, line sixteen,

page twenty-five: erase the words "among Indians" and

insert " and those preachers who may be appointed to

labour for the special benefit of seamen ;" and the question

May 12.

J. Emory's mo-
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May 12. being taken on the first part of the motion, thus divided,

was decided in the affirmative.

The question was afterward taken on the remaining part

of the motion, and decided in the negative.

The conference adjourned.

May IS.

I.. C'iirk's re-

port on the
iJouiidaries of

tlio Annual
Ci inferences.

>[. Lindsey on
I'cie floor.

<iaestion i

amendment.

Wm. Winans's
motion.

yi. Bangs's mo-
iion.

Report and mo-
tion liiid on the
table.

Dorsey's appeal.

TUESDAY, MAY 13.

Conference convened, and was opened in the customary

manner. Bishop Roberts in the chair.

The Journal of yesterday was read, after which Bishop
Soule took the chair.

Reports of committees were called for.

L. Clark, from the Committee on the Boundaries of the

Annual Conferences, reported, which report being under
consideration, Robert Paine moved, and the motion was
seconded, that the report be so amended as to make the

line between the states of Kentucky and Tennessee, com-
monly called Walker's line, the line between it and Tennes-

see Conference.

This motion being under discussion, and M. Lindsey hav-
• ing occupied the floor for the term of ten or fifteen minutes,

he was, on motion of Wm. M'Mahon, permitted to pro-

ceed.

The question was afterward taken on the amendment
off"ered by R. Paine, and decided in thfe affirmative.

Wm. Winans moved, S. K. Hodges seconded, that the

report be amended by the following addition, viz.: Pro-
vided also that the bishops be, and hereby are, authorized,

on the joint recommendation of the South Carolina and
Mississippi Conferences, to form a new conference within

the bounds of said conferences. This amendment also pre-

vailed.

N. Bangs moved, and it was seconded, that the provisos in

the report be so amended as to read : Provided that the

bishop or bishops attending said conference or conferences

be, and hereby are, authorized, &c.

Before the question was taken on this amendment the

report and motion were laid on the table, to give place to

the orders of the day.

The appeal of Dennis B. Dorsey from the decision of the

Baltimore Annual Conference was stated to be the order of

the day.

A. Shinn requested that the appeal be postponed to a

future day.

L. Clark moved, that, in conformity to' the request of

brother Shinn, the appeal in question be postponed to ne.xt

Tuesday, and made the order of the day. The motion was
lost.

On motion of Wm. Capers, it was resolved that the
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conference now adjourn, to meet at half-past two o'clock Mayis.

this afternoon. The motion was decided in the affirma-

tive.

Tuesday ArxEyiNOON.

At half-past two o'clock P. M. conference assembled, and
was opened by the usual exercises, Bishop Soule in the

chair.

The Journal of the morning session was read, after which Bishop Heddine

B-
1 TT J J- X 1 ii 1 • took the chair,

ishop Heddmg took the chair.

The appeal of D. B. Dorsey was stated by the chair to

be in order.

Wm. Ryerson moved, and the motion was seconded, that D- B. Dorsey's

the appeal of D. B. Dorsey be laid on the table, to give the
"pp^-

chairman of the Committee on Itinerancy an opportunity

to report. The motion was lost.

The conference then proceeded to hear and consider the

appeal of D. B. Dorsey. Whereupon the Journal of the

Bcdtimore Annual Conference of 1827, and of the same in

1828, in relation to their decision on the case of D. B. Dor-
sey, was read, from which it appeared that he had been in

1 827 charged with having been engaged in the circulation

of an improper periodical work ; that for so doing he had
been, according to a vote of that conference, admonished
by the president ; that, on account of contumacy, in refus-

ing to be governed by the authority of the conference, be
was left for that year without an appointment ; and that

from the decision, by means of which he had been left

without an appointment, he had appealed to this confer-

ence.

S. G. Roszel moved, seconded by brother George C.

Light, that his appeal from the decision be not admitted.

On motion of David Young this motion was laid on the

table, to prepare the way for hearing and considering the

appeal of brother D. B. Dorsey from the decision of the

Baltimore Annual Conference of 1828, by which he was
expelled.

This last appeal of brother Dorsey Avas, on motion of

Beverly Waugh, admitted, and the conference proceeded

to consider it. His communications were read, and before

the delegates had time to respond, the conference, on mo- •

tion of J. Emory, adjourned.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 14.

Conference met, and was opened by reading, singing,

and prayer, Bishop Hedding in the chair.

The Journal of yesterday afternoon was read and

amended, after which Bishop George took the chair.

Reports of committees were called for.

May 14.

Bishop George
in the chair.
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May 14.

Report of the
Gotrimittee on
Missions.

Report on Itin-

erancy, by O.

Ostrander.

Report on Bun-
day Schools
and Tract So-
cieties.

Report on Local
Preachers.

Rei)ort on
Churches and
Parsonages.

Joseph Craw-
ford's Appeal.

Dew's motion.

Dorsey'a appeal
resumed.

Proceedings of
of the Balti-

more Confer-
ence read.

N. Bangs, from the Committee on Missions, reported that

the committee requested to be discharged from the further

consideration of the petition of James Gilruth, and that the

petitioner have leave to withdraw his petition. The request

of the committee was, on «iotion, granted.

D. Ostrander, from the Committee on Itinerancy, made a

report on so much of the business committed to that com-
mittee as relates to the too frequent locations of travel-

ling preachers. The report was, on motion, laid on the

table.

L. Clark, from the Committee on Sunday Schools and

Tract Societies, reported.

It was moved and seconded that the report lie on the

table. The motion prevailed.

J. B. Stratton, from the Committee on Local Preachers,

made a report, which was, on motion, laid on the table.

Joseph A. Merrill, from the Committee on Churches and
Parsonage.5, made a report, and it was moved and carried

that the report lie on the table.

The appeal of Joseph Crawford from a decision of the

New-York Conference was noticed by D. Ostrander ; and it

was voted, on motion of D. Ostrander, seconded by P. P.

Sandford, that it be made the order of the day for next

Tuesday.

John Dew moved, Wm. Capers seconded, that the rules

of this conference be so amended that in future the hours

of meeting and adjournment be as follows: Hours of meet-

ing, eight o'clock A. M. and half-past two o'clock P. M.

;

and time of adjournment at twelve o'clock noon, and at

half-past five P. M. The motion was decided in the

affirmative.

It was voted, on motion, that the order of the day be
dispensed with, and that the conference will now proceed
in the consideration of D. B. Dorsey's appeal.

The Journal of the proceedings of the Baltimore Annual
Conference for 1828, in the case of said Dennis B. Dorsey,

was then read by the secretary of that conference, by which
it appeared that in the report of a committee on his case

he had been charged with having treated with contempt a

resolution of the Baltimore Confei-ence by continuing to

circulate the " Mutual Rights " and the " History and Mys-
tery of Methodist Episcopacy, by A. M'Caine," and also

charged with having officiously interfered with the adminis-

tration of the Discipline in the city of Baltimore, throwing

out insinuations of a defamatory character against the

preacher in charge in that place ; that, being adjudged

guilty on the charges alleged against him, he had been

expelled from the Methodist Episcopal Chm-ch ; and that

from this decision, by which he had been expelled, he ap-

pealed to the conference.
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The written coinrminication on his case was read by his May 14.

representative, with some accompanying remarks.

The delegation of the Baltimore Annual Conference re- Eesponse of tho

sponded.
S^""""'^*'"

The representative of brother Dorsey commenced a reply,

and made some prehminary remarks.

The conference at his request, on motion, adjourned.

Wednesday Afternoon.

At half-past two o'clock conference assembled, and was .

opened in the usual manner, Bishop George in the

chair.

The Journal of the morning was read and amended, after Wshop Eobert*

which Bishop Roberts took the chair. . •"
e c air.

The appeal of Dennis B. Dorsey being still undei' con- Dorsey"s appeal,

sideration, his representative proceeded to finish his reply,

which he had commenced in the former part of the day.

This being done, the pleadings were declared to be finished.

John Early moved, and Samuel Hodges seconded, that Motion of J.

the following resolution be adopted, viz. :

—

Resolved, &c.. That the decision of the Baltimore Annual
Conference of 1828, expelling Dennis B. Dorsey from the

Methodist Episcopal Church, be, and the same is, hereby

affirmed.

D. Ostrander moved, and the motion was seconded, that

the resolution be laid on the table.

Before the question was taken on the motion for laying

the resolution on the table, the conference adjourned.

Early.

D. Ostrander's
motion.

THUKSDAY, MAY 15. May 15.

Conference assembled, and was opened by reading, sing-

ing, and prayer, Bishop Roberts in the chair.

The Journal of yesterday afternoon was read.

Reports of committees were called for.

N. Bangs, from the Committee on Missions, reported, and N. Bangs's re

the report was, on motion, laid on the table.

J. Emory, from tlie Committee on Petitions and Memo-
rials, requested that the committee might be discharged

from the further consideration of so much of the communi-
cation referred to them as relates to the trial of members,
and that so much of said papers be referred to the com-
mittee appointed for tliat purpose. This request was, on

motion, granted.

J. Emory, as chairman of said Committee on Petitions,

kfcc, requested leave, after this morning's session, to be ab-ent

from tlie sittings of the conference at his discretion, in order

to the better discharge of his duty on that committee, with

the imdersUmding that he will be present on any occasion

when desired. This was, on motion, granted.

port on Mis-
sions.

Committee or
Petitions and
Memorials

J. Emory >! re-

quest.
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May 15.

Heport of Com-
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"ititions.
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Dorsey re-

sumed.

W. Fisk on the
floor.

T. Emory on the
floor.

N. Bangs's mo-
lion.

N. Bangs's re-

quest.

Session extend-
ed.

'. Emory's reso-
lutions in the
y-ma of D. B.
Dorsey.

S. G. Roszel, from the Committee on Episcopacy, re-

ported on so much of the business referred to them as

relates to the communication of Bishop Hedding. The re-

port was considered.

J. Davis, from the Committee on Expenses of the Dele-

gates, made a report, which was, on motion, laid on tli'-

table.

Petitions were called for.

A petition was presented from sundry preachers and

brethren in Mercer Circuit, which was, on motion, referred

to the committee on the petitions of James Bailey and
others.

J. Emory moved, and the motion was seconded, thai

after to-morrow morning the call for petitions and memo-
rials shall be dispensed with. The motion was adopted.

Wm. Capers moved, L.Pierce seconded, 1. That the Com-
mittee on the Book Concern be instructed to obtain from
the agents, if practicable, a statement of the sums which
have been paid out of the Concern to defray the travelling

expenses of the agents during the last four years, so as to

show by whom the expense was incurred, in what particulai-

year, and on what official business, and report thereon.

2. That said committee be instructed to ascertain, if

practicable, what number of persons have been employed
in the Concern yearly, and what have been the separate

salaries of such persons so employed from year to year, and
report thereon. The question being taken on this motion, U
was decided in tlie negative.

The appeal of Dennis B. Dorsey was then, on motion,

called foi', and the discussion on that subject was re-

sumed.

W. Fisk having occupied the floor during fifteen minutes,

leave was, on motion of B. M. Drake, granted him to pro-

ceed. The same liberty was granted to brother Fisk a

second time, after which he finished his remarks.

J. Emory, having occupied the floor for fifteen minutes,

was, on motion, pei-raitted to proceed.

N. Bangs moved, and the motion was seconded, to amend
the resolution in question ; but he subsequently withdrew
his motion.

N. Bangs requested to be excused from voting on the

question ; but his request, being voted on, was not granted.

The question was then taken on the resolution as oflFered

by John Early, and decided in the affirmative.

A. Munroe moved, and it was seconded, that the session

be extended half an hour beyond the usual time of adjourn-

ment. The motion was decided in the affirmative.

J. Emory submitted for tlie consideration of the confer-

ence the following preamble and resolutions, which were
read :

—
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Whereas, under a painful sense of official duty, the de-

cision of the Baltimore Annual Conference in the case of

Dennis B. Dorsey has been affirmed by this General Con-
ference ; And tvkereas an unhappy and pernicious excite-

ment has been produced in some parts of our work by the

representations contained in a certain periodical publication

which the said Dennis B. Dorso}' was engaged in circulat-

ing, and persisted in circulating, against the judgment of

the conference of which he was a member, alid in violation,

as they conceive, of his obligations as a Christian minis-

ter, and of his associate obligations as a minister of the

Methodist Episcopal Church, in regard to the character of

the matter contained in the said publication, and in others,

circulated by the said D. B. Dorsey ; And whereas this

General Conference is desirous of guarding against any

misunderstanding or misrepresentation of the grounds of this

decision, and of affording at the same time a safe and equita-

ble basis for the future peace and harmony of the Church,

and of giving demonstration to the beloved people of our

charge that, as affectionate pastors, who sincerely care for

the flock, we desire not to extend the severities even of a

just discipline beyond such examples as may have been

judged necessary for its sound and salutary maintenance

;

therefore be it

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in

General Conference assembled, 1. That no act or decision

of this General Conference is intended, or can justly be so

construed, as to deny to any minister or member of the

Methodist Episcopal Church any liberty of speech or of

the press which shall be consistent with our moral obli-

i>"ations as Christians, and with our own existing rules and

associate obligations as Methodists and Methodist mmisters
;

and that any representation or construction to the contrary

will, in our judgment, be a violation of trutl* and righte-

ousness.

Resolved, kc, 2. That the rule in our discipline, chapter

two, section seven, question first, and answer third, was not

intended in any sense inconsistent with the above resolution,

being designed solely to guard against any mischievous and

false brethren who may ungratefully avail themselves of their

place in the bosom of the Church to endeavour to sow

dissensions by inveighing against our doctrines or discipline.

Resolved, &c., 3. That we do hereby most affectionately

advise and exhort any of our brethren who may be con-

cerned in this advice to desist in future from patronizing

and circulating such publications ; and also, by all the sacred

and tender ties which bind us together as Christians and

as Methodists, we entreat our friends to discountenance any

one who will persist in such decisive and destructive prac-

tices.

May 15.
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May ir..

.1. Emory's 1

lutioDS

tinued.

Fourth.

Motions.

Motions on ad-
journment.

Resolved, he, 4. That in view of the objects and princi-

ples stated in the preamble to these resolutions, and in the

earnest hope that this evidence of lenity and forbearance

will tend to heal existing wounds, and to prevent the con-

tinuance of publications of the offensive and inflammatory

character, in our opinion, justly complained of, this General

Conference affectionately advises that no further prosecu-

tions may be instituted, in any part of our work, against

any minister or member of the Methodist Episcopal Church
on the ground of any past agency, or concern in any past

publications of this description, with an earnest desire by
this act of amnesty to throw a veil over the past, and to

provoke our brethren to a generous reciprocation of broth-

erly love and better works.

Resolved, &c., 5. That, with the advice and consent of

any quarterly meeting conference within the jurisdiction or

bounds of which any expulsion of any minister or member
of our Church may have taken place within months
last passed, (on account in whole or in part of their agency
and conduct in relation to any such publications as above
described,) and also with the consent of the minister or

preacher having charge of the circuit or station embrac-
ing such quarterly meeting conference, such minister or

preacher shall be, and hereby is, officially authorized and
empowered to restore to their former standing, in the minis-

try or in the membership of the Church, any such individ-

ual or individuals who shall make such concessions in writ-

ing, if required, with regard to their past proceedings, and
give such assurances with regard to their future course in

relation to the premises as shall be satisfactory to such
minister or preacher, and also to such quarterly meeting
conference ; Provided that this shall be done within six

months from the close of this General Conference ; and
2)rovkled, alsh, that such minister or preacher shall not be
hereby considered bound in any case to reinstate any such
individual or individuals, as leader of any class or classes,

unless, in his own discretion, he shall judge it proper to do
so.

. J. Emory,
H. G. Leigh.

It was moved and seconded that the resolutions be laid

on the table. The motion prevailed.

It was then moved and seconded that the conference ad-
journ until to-morrow morning at eight o'clock. The
motion was lost.

It was then moved and seconded that the conference
now adjourn. The motion prevailed.

Conference then adjourned.

4
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Thursday Afternoon.

At half- past two o'clock P. M. conference assembled,

and was opened with reading, singing, and prayer, Bishop

Roberts in the cliair.

The Journal of the morning session was read and amended.
Bishop Soule took the chair.

John Early moved, and the motion was seconded, that

the report of the Committee on Episcopacy, in relation to

a communication from Bishop Hedding, be spread on the

Journal, and also, on the suotrestion of S. G. Roszel, that it be

published in the " Christian Advocate and Journal." The
motion being divided, tlie question was taken on the first

part, viz.: "That the report be spread on the Journal."

Carried in the afBrmative.

The question was afterward taken on the last part of

the 'motion, requiring that the report (see the report at the

end of this day's Journal, No. 2) be published in the " Chris-

tian Advocate and Journal." This was also carried.

Reports were called for.

J. Wells, from the Committee on Temporal Economy, re-

ported ; which report was, on motion, laid on the table.

Brother George Pickering, from the Committee on the

Communication from the Trustees of the Charter Fund, re-

ported, and the report was accepted.
,

In conformity to a resolution in this report, the confer-

ence proceeded to fill a vacancy that; had occurred in the

board of trustees, and George Ireland was elected to fill

the vacancy.

The order of the day was called, viz. : A motion for fix-

ing the twenty-second instant for the final adjournment of

this conference ; wheieupon. after some discussion, it was
moved to strike out the words '' twenty-second." The mo-
tion was carried.

It was then moved and seconded to fill up the blank with

the words "twenty-fourth." This motion was also carried.

Wilbur Fisk offered the following resolutions, viz. :

—

Resolved, (fee, 1. That this General Conference respect-

fully suggest to the several annual conferences the propriety

of recommending to the next General Conference so to alter

and amend the rules of our Discipline, by which the General

Conference is restricted and limited in its legislative pow-
ers, commonly called the Restrictive Rules, number six, as

to read thus : Provided, nevertheless, that upon the joint

recommendation of three-fourths of all of the annual con-

ferences, then a majority of two-thirds of the General Con-
ference succeeding shall suffice to alter any of the above

restrictions; or whenever such alterations shall have been

first recommended by two-thirds of the General Conference,

then, so soon as three-fourths of said annual conferences

May 1."^
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May 16.

Keiolution se-

cond, in order
to make the
bUhops carry
address, &c., to

the several
conferences.

Kesolutions laid

on the table.

Report on Itin-

erancv.

r>elegate to

Eiifiland.

I'residing-Elder

Question.

The "Suspend-
ed Eesolutions"
rescinded

siKiU liave concurred with such recommendations, such
alteration or alterations shall take effect.

Resolved, &c., 2. That it is hereby made the dut}' of the

several bishops in their tours to the different annual confer-

ences, to carry around and lay before any such annual con-

ference which they may visit respectively any addi-ess or

resolution, or other papers of a decent character, which
this General Conference or any annual conference may re-

quest them so to carry around to obtain the opinion or de-

cision of said annual conferences thereon. Signed, Wilbur
Fisk, Joseph A. Merrill.

These resolutions were, on motion, laid on the table.

On motion of D. Ostrander, the report of the Committee
on Itinerancy, (see at the end of the Journal for to-day,

No. 1,) in relation to the subject of sending a delegate to

the British Conference of Wesleyan Methodists, wa^ taken

up, and, after some amendments, the report was adopted.

Voted, on motion, that the election of a delegate to the

British Conference, in confoi-mity to said report, be made
the order of the day for next Saturday.

John Early moved, and it was seconded, that the report

of the Committee on Revisal .and Unfinished Business, in

relation to the suspended resolutions- on the election of pre-

siding elders, be taken up and considered. The motion

prevailed.

Wm. Winans moved, Wm. Capers seconded, that the

subject of the report be disposed of by adopting the follov/-

ing resolution, as a substitute for the resolution which was
laid over as unfinished business, viz. :

—

Resolved, &c., That the resolutions commonly called the

suspended resolutions, rendering the presiding elders elect-

ive, (fee, and which were referred to this conference by the

last General Conference as unfinished business, and re-

ported to us at this conference, be, and the same are hereby

rescinded and made void. Carried. Signed, Wm. Winans,

Wm. Capers.

B. M. Drake moved, Wm. Winans seconded, that the

following additional exception be, and is hereby made in

the Discipline, chapter first, section fourth, after the words
" under our superintendence :" " and the preacher or

preachers that may be stationed in the city of New-Or-
leans." Whereupon the motion was laid upon the table,

and made the order of the day for next Monday. i

Conference adjourned.

No. 1. The report of the Committee on the Itinerancy,

to whom was referred so much of the bishop's communica-

tion as refers to the appointment of the delegate to the

British Conference, &c.
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The committee report tliat tliey have had the subject May 15.

referred to them under consideration, and, considering the ^mlttee ou^hC!
advantages that have resulted and are likely to result from erancy.

such a friendly intercourse, are of the opinion that it ought
to be kept up, and therefore submit, for the adoption of

the conference, the follo\ving resolutions, viz. :

—

Resolved, 1. That it is expedient to send a delegate or i^^'^gat'

representative to the next ensuing British Conference of

Wesleyan Methodists, and that this committee recommend
that this conference elect such delegate at its present
session.

Resolved, 2. That the expenses of such delegate be paid Resolution on

out of the profits of the Book Concern.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

D. OsTRANDER, Chairman

BritisU Couli'i-

ence.

the i'xpens<!fi

the (Iclegutc.

AMENDMENT.

Resolved, 3. That in case the delegate elected should

be prevented from going as a delegate from this to the

British Conference, the superintendents be, and are hereby
authorized and required to appoint one in his place ; and
.also that if a delegation to the next British Conference

should fail, that a representative be sent to the subsequent

conference next ensuino-.

Resolution in

case the dele-
gate be pre-
vented from
going.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EPISCOl'ACY TO WHOM THE
LETTER OF THE REV. E. HEDDING TO THE GENEltAL CON-
FERENCE WAS REFERltED.

The Committee on the Episcopacy to whom the letter case of Bishop

of the Rev. E. Hedding to the General Confeience was
^rdtofiandeV

referred, submit the following :

—

An article having appeared in the " Mutual Rights," over

the signature of " Timothy," purporting to be an address to

the junior bishop, E. Hedding, in relation to an address de-

livered by the bishop to the members of the Pittsburgh

Annual Conference, in August, 1 826, which the bishop

considered unjust, a misrepresentation throughout, and a

base slander upon his character, as he declared in a note to

the editor of said " Mutual Rights," which note was pub-
lished in the periodical ; and several anonymous certificates

having also been published in said "Mutual Rights" justi-

fying the representation of " Timothy," and of course con-

tradicting the contents of the bisliop's note.

These various circumstances the bishop conceived had
already operated to his injury and might so operate in

future, and he therefore thought himself called upon to lay

the matter before the General Conference. This he did in

a written communication, which, after being read before the

conference, was referred to the Committee on Episcopacy.
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Kay 15.

I'lan pursued by
the committee
on Bishop Hed-
ding'scase.

Bishop Hed-
ding's state-

ment

Acknowledg-
ment of thft

author of
" Timothy."

Declaration of

the committee
on Bishop Hed-
ding"s case.

That committee, having taken the same into consideration,

resolved to procure a meeting betvs^een the bishop and the

delegates of the Pittsburgh Annual Conference in the pres-

ence of the committee and in presence of the writer of the

article signed " Timothy," in order, as far as possible, to

ascertain the character of the address delivered by the

bishop to the Pittsburgh Conference.

The plan pursued to obtain this object was, for the mem-
bers of the said delegation severally, first to state their rec-

ollections of that address, then to answer the questions pro-

posed to them on the subject.

After all these delegates had thus communicated to the

committee their recollections, a paper was read containing

an accurate outline of the address by the bishop as he had
been able to make it out from his own recollection. The
recollections of the delegation from Pittsburgh Annual
Conference and of Bishop Hedding were not only substan-

tially, but, in a remarkable degree, circumstantially con-

current.

The bishop then pointed out the injustice, misrepresenta-

tion, and slander of his character which he considered as

pervading the address signed " Timothy ;" after which the

author of that article, having been permitted to address the

committee, acknowledged that in not properly distinguish-

ing in two instances, he had done injustice, giving the gene-

ral character of the bishop's address ; that some of the

inferences he had drawn were unjust, and that as his prem-

ises were incorrect, all the inferences drawn from them might

be erroneous.

Your committee beg leave therefore to declare, as the

result of their investigation in this matter, that they con-

sider the view presented in the bishop's note to the editor

of the " Mutual Rights " of the article signed " Timothy
"

to have been strictly correct.

The committee would further declare that, in their opin-

ion, the address of Bishop Hedding, as recollected by him-

self and the delesfates of the Pittsburtjh Annual Confer-

ence, not only was not deserving of censui'e, but was such

as the circumstances of the case rendered it his official

duty to deliver.

Stephen G. Roszel, Chairman.
PiTTSBUEan, May 13, 1828.

May 16. FRIDAY, MAY 16.

Conference assembled, and was opened by the customary

exercises. Bishop Soule in the chair.

The Journal of yesterday was read and amended.

Bishop George took the chair.

Reports were called for.
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D. Ostrander, from the Committee on the Itinerancy,

made a verbal report respecting the decision of the annual

conferences on the subject of reducing the ratio of repre-

senfatioti to this body.

Petitions and memorials were called for.

A. Shinn presented a petition from brethren in Pitts-

burgh, which was read, and, on motion, refened to the

Committee on Itinerancy.

Thomas A. Monis presented a memorial from sundry
brethren in Louisville, Kentucky ; which was, on motion,

referred to the Committee on Petitions and Memorials.

A. Shinn offered a petition from several persons in Balti-

more who had been expelled from the Church. This petition

was, on motion, referred to the Committee on Itinerancj'.

Phineas Rice asked and obtained leave of absence during

the session, with liberty to depart at such time as he may
find expedient.

Steplien G. Roszel moved, and it was seconded, that the

appeal of Wm. Pool from the decision of the Baltimore

Conference be made the order of the day for next Monday.
D. Ostrander, seconded by T. Merritt, offered the follow-

ing resolution :

—

Resolved, tfec. That the first question and answer in sec-

tion five of our form of Discipline, relating to the ^point-
ment and duties of presiding elders, be altered so as to read

as follows :

—

" Quest. How shall the presiding elders be chosen and
stationed ?

" Ans. Each annual conference shall elect its own pre-

siding elders for its respective districts, and the presiding

elders when so chosen shall be an efficient council to assist

the bishops in the appointments of the jueachers to their

several circuits and stations."

This lesolution was, on motion, laid on the table.

The order of the day, to wit : the report of the committee

on petitions from the Canada Conference, was called for,

and the conference proceeded to the consideration of that

subject.

N. Bangs, having commenced some remarks on the ques-

tion, it was voted that he be permitted to close his remarks

without regard to time.

Wm. Capers moved, and S. .J. Hodges seconded the first

resolution in the report by striking out the .words "it is un-

constitutional to grant," and insert the words, " as well as

tliat the expediency of the measure does not certainly

appear, we decline granting."

The time of adjournment being near, it was resolved, on

motion of John Early, to extend the time of the session

until half-past twelve o'clock.

The conference adjourned.

Moy 16.

Report on the
Itinerancy.

Petitions

Memorials.

Petition from
Baltimore.

Leave of ab-
sence granted
to P. Eict.

#f#

Eesolntion to

alter tlie Disci-
pline in regard
to the appoint-
ment and du-
ties of presid-

ing elders.

Canada Confer-
ence.

Wm. Capers's
motion.

A^ioanni^nt
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Bishop Hedding
in the chair.

Leave of ab-
sence granted
to brothers

,
Limerick and
I'earce.

Canada case re-

sumed.

Friday Afternoon.

At half-past two o'clock P. M. conference met, and was
opened by reading the Scriptures, singing, and prayer,

Bishop George in the chair.

Tlie Journal of the morning session was also read and
amended.

Bishop Hedding took the chair.

Brother Limerick asked and obtained leave of absence

until Monday next.

Brother Thomas 0. Pearce asked and obtained leave of

absence for the remainder of the session if he should judge
it necessary.

The subject of amending the report of the Committee on
Canada Affairs, as proposed by William Capers, was re-

sumed.

S. Luckey moved so to amend the motion of William
Capers as to read, "it is expedient to grant, <fec."

The president decided that the motion was a substitute,

and of course could not be acted on.

The original resolution offered by the committee was
then taken up.

D. Ostrander moved to strike out the first clause of the

resolution, which says that the several annual conferences

have noL recommended it to the General Conference.

Lost.

H. G. Leigh moved to amend the resolution by adding,

after the word " unconstitutional," " and also, under the

circumstances, inexpedient." The amendment was lost.

N. Bangs moved, and it was seconded, that the confer-

ence now act on the report ; but the motion was after-

ward withdrawn.

The time of adjournment being near, it was resolved, on
motion, to extend the session a half hour ; but before the

time had elapsed, the conference, on the motion of William
Capers, adjourned.

May IT. SATUKDAY, MAY 17.

Conference assembled, and was opened in the usual

manner. Bishop Hedding in tlie chair.

The Journal of yesterday afternoon was read and ap-

proved.

Bishop Roberts took the chair.

Bishop M'Kendree addressed a few remarks to the con-
dree's jiddress fercnce on the importance of the business devolving upon

ans '^of '"*the them as guardians of the Church.
Chnrch. Reports were called for.
Sundry reports. ^m. Winans, from the Committee on the Book Concern,

made a first report, which recommended the establishment

Bishop Roberts
in tlie chair.

Bishop M'Ken-
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Communication
on tbe subject

of appeals by
the superin-
tendeats.

Report on
Canada resum-
ed.

of a Bible society. The report was, on motion, laid on the M»y w,

table.

A second report was then presented by the chairman of

the same committee in relation to debt due the Concern

from the estate of Samuel Parker. The report was, on

motion, laid on the table.

The chairman of the said committee then made a full

and final report on the general state of the Book Concern

in New-York and Cincinnati. This report, was on motion,

laid on the table.

A communication from the superintendents jointly, on

the subject of appeals, was read, and, on motion, was re-

ferred to a special committee.

Voted, on motion, that the committee consist of five

members.
The report of the committee on the petition from Canada

Conference was resumed as the unfinished business of yes-

terday ; and, it having been stated by J. Early that the

delegates from Canada had a communication to make on

the subject of petitions, the conference resolved, on motion,

that the report, for the present, lie on the table. While this

communication was delayed,

J. O. Andrew, seconded by S. K. Hodges, oflfered the

following resolution, viz. :

—

Resolved, That the following be added to the " N. B."

at the close of the second section of the Temporal

Economy :
" and the board of trustees of every circuit or

station shall be responsible to the quarterly-meeting confer-

ence of said circuit or station, and shall be required to pre-

sent annually a report of its acts during the preceding year;

and in case of a vacancy in such board of trustees, the

vacancy so occurring shall be filled by nomination of the

preacher in charge and the presiding elder of the district."

Signed, J. 0. Andrew, S. K. Hodges. This was. on mo-
tion, laid on the table.

S. G. Roszel offered the following resolution, viz. :

—

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in

General Conference assembled. That in all cases when there

is creditable testimony against any members showing that

they treat their slave or slaves with inhumanity, either in

not supplying them with comfortable and sufficient food or

raiment, or in separating husbands and wives or parents or

children by buying or selling them in an inhuman traffic of

our fellow-creatures, the person or persons so offending

shall be dealt with in the same manner as in the cases of

immorality ; and that this regulation be inserted in our

form of Discipline. Signed, S. G. Roszel, P. W. Cart-

wright. This was, on motion, laid on the table.

William Ryerson then offered the following resolutions,

viz. :

—

22

Resolution of J.

O. Andrew an

to Board-s of
Trustees.

Resolution
again.st any
member treat-

ing his slavea
badly.
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Resolutions to

separate the
Canada Confer-
ence as a sepa-
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government
from the Meth-
odist Episcopal
Church in the
United States.

'\*

Claims of the
Canada Confer-
ence.

Kesolution on
Canada affairs.

Election of dele-

gate to the Brit-

ish Conference.

President's de-
cision.

Whereas the Canada Annual Conference, situated in tlie

province of Upper Canada, under a foreign government,

have, in their memorial, presented to this conference the diffi-

culties under which they labour in consequence of their

union with a foreign ecclesiastical government, and setting

forth their desire to be set otf as a separate Church estab-

lishment ; and whereas this General Conference msclaims all

right to exercise ecclesiastical jurisdiction under such cir-

cumstances except by mutual agreement ; therefore

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in

General Conference assembled, 1. That the compact exist-

ing between the Canada Annual Confei-ence and the Metho-
dist Episcopal Church in the United States be. and liereby

is dissolved by mutual consent, and that they are at liberty

to form themselves into a separate Church establishment.

Resolved, &c., 2. That our superintendents or superin-

tendent be, and hereby are respectivelj' advised and re-

quested to ordain such person as may be elected by the

Canada Conference a superintendent for the Canada con-

nexion.

Resolved, &c., 3. That we do hereby recommend to our
brethren in Canada to adopt the form of government of

the Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States, with
such modifications as their particular relations shall render

necessary.

Resolved, &c., 4. That we do hereby express to our
Canada brethren oui- sincere desii-e that the most friendly

feeling may exist between them and the Methodist Episco-

pal Church in the United States.

Resolved, &c., 6. That the claims of the Canada Confer-

ence on our Book Concern and Charter Fund, and any
other claims they may suppose they justly have, shall

be left open for future negotiation and adjustment be-

tween the two connexions. Signed, G. R. Jones, Moses
Crume.

The question on the first resolution was decided in the

affirmative; one hundred and four for, and forty-three

against it.

The other four resolutions were, on motion, referred to

a special committee to consist of five members.
The order of the day, which was to elect a delegate to

the British Conference, was called for ; and the conference,

on motion, proceeded to make an election by ballot, having

first determined that a majority of the whole number of

votes was necessary in order to a choice.

The names being called and the ballots given in, it ap-

peared that several members were not present.

The president decided that the absentees who should be

present and answer to a second call of their names migh^

be permitted to vote. .



Journal of General Conference, 1828. 339

Wm
election.

Capers's

An appeal was made from this decision to the confer- May i7,

ence, and tlie question being taken the decision was sus-

tained.

On counting the ballots it appeared that Wm. Capers

had seventy-five, Wilbur Fisk sixty-seven, there being

eleven scattering, and none having a majority there was no

choice.

N. Bangs stated by permission that he was not and had N.Bangs's state-

not been by his own consent a candidate.

On a second ballot it was found that the number of votes

given was one hundred and thirty-eight, and that eighty

were necessary for a choice.

It appeared on counting that there were four scattering

votes, Wilbur Fisk had seventy-two, and William Capers
having eighty-two was declared duly elected.

A motion was made and seconded that when the confer-

ence adjourn it be until eight o'clock Monday morning en-

suing ; which was decided in the neofative.

A motion was then made for adjournment as usual, and Adjournment

decided in the affirmative, and the conference adjourned.

Saturday Afternoon.

At half-past two o'clock conference met according to

adjournment, and was opened in the usual manner, Bishop

Roberts in the chair.

The Journal of the preceding part of the day was read 4
and corrected, and Bishop Soule took the chair.

D. Ostrander moved, and it was seconded, to take up

the report of the Committee on the Expenses of the Dele-

gates. Carried.

The report is as follows :

—

The Committee to settle the Expenses of the Delegates

beg leave to report the total amount of expenses, to and

fiom the General Conference, as far as given in, 87,6*71 26 ;

moneys received from conferences, $3,929 86 ; amount
deficient, $3,741 40; which will enable us to pay only

fifty-one and a quarter per cent, of the whole amount of

claims.

Your committee therefore beg leave to oflFer the follow-

ing resolution :

—

Resolved, &c., That the agents of the Book Concern be,

and are hereby ordered to pay, by drafts or in moneys, to

tlie delegates of the several annual conferences according

to their several deficiencies, to be settled by their own
annual conferences respectively, provided that the annual

conferences shall place to the cfcdit of said drafts any or all

moneys that shall have been or may be collected for the

purpose of paying said expenses.

AH of which is respectfully submitted.

J. Davis, Chairman.

D. Ostrander's
motion to take
up the rei«>rt

of the Cnrii-

mittee on Ex-
penses, &c.

Report of tlie

Committee on
Expenses of

DeU'gato.s.
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N. Bangs moved to amend the report by adding, .after

the word " collected," "and not yet accounted for-" -which

was admitted.

S. K. Hodges moved to strike out all of the resolution

after the word " respectively ;" which prevailed.

J. Dew moved to strike out the latter clause of the reso-

lution, from the word " deficiencies ;" which was with-

drawn, and the report, as amended, was then adopted.

The president reported the names of the committee on

the resolution concerning Canada, which were as follows

:

John Emory, Wilbur Fisk, G. R. Jones, B. Waugh, Robert

Paine.

Also the names of the committee on the subject of ap-

peals, viz : N. Bangs, Wm. Capers, Wm. Winans, Loring

Grant, Joshua Wells.

R. Paine moved that "the Committee on the Expenses of

the Delegates be 'directed to inquire into the practicability

of forming a plan by which the expenses of the delegates

may not in future be drawn from the book fund, and report

thereon as early as practicable ; bUt it was withdrawn.

The conference adjourned.

May 19.

t*. G. Roszel's

report from the
Committee on
Episcopacy.

AnienJment of

the resolution
for allowing a
preacher to

stop in New-
Orleans.

Wm. C. Pool's

appeal.

The charges
found against
'rother Pool in

tiie Journal of
tlie Baltimore
Annual Confer-
ence.

MONDAY, MAY 19.

Conference met, according to adjournment, and was
opened by Bishop M'Kendree, by reading the Scriptures,

singing, and prayer. Bishop Soule in the chair.

Reports of committees were called for.

S. G. Roszel, from the Committee on Episcopacy, re-

ported. The report was, on motion, laid on the table.

J. Emory asked and obtained leave for the Committee on
Petitions, &c., to sit this evening at four o'clock.

P. P. Sandford asked leave of absence, if necessary, dur-

ing the session ; which was not granted.

Wm. Capers a.sked leave of absence during the session,

that he may have time to visit his family previously to his

going to England ; which request was granted.

The resolution so amending the Discipline as to allow a

preacher to stay in New-Orleans more than two years by
appointment of a superintendent, was called up, and, on
motion, decided in the affirmative.

The appeal of Wm. C. Pool was taken up as the order

of the day.

A. Shinn, as representative of Wm. C. Pool, asked the

privilege of nominating a person to assist him, and the re-

quest was granted. He accordingly nominated W. Fi.sk.

The Journal of the Baltimt)re Annual Conference in rela-

tion to the chaiges against brother Pool was then read,

from which it appeared that he was charged

—

]. With having taken an active part in the formation of
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a Union Society on Harford Circuit, the acts of which

society go far to defame and slander tlie government and

administration of the Methodist Episcopal Church. (See

brother Jacob R. Shepherd's Certificate, the Bond of

Union, Vol. 8, No. 24, Letters A. C. and D.)

2. That instead of meeting the class after preaching on

the Sabbath, he addressed the members on the subject of

reform. (See Richard Bond's Certificate.)

3. That he has been actively engaged in circulating

the " Mutual Rights," and defending the Baltimore Union

Society in their defamation of this conference relative to the

case of D. B. Dorscy, (see brother Jacob R. Shepherd's

certificates, and " A reply to the male members of the Meth-

odist Episcopal Church in the Baltimore Conference."

Page 20, letter to Vindex.)

4. That he delivered an address to the Union Society of

Harford Circuit, and submitted the same for publication in

the newspapers, in which a highly inflammatory attack was

made both upon the preacher in charge, and upon the con-

stituted authority of our Church in the city of Baltimore,

(See Bond of Union, Vol. 8, No. 24, 25, 26, Letters E, F,

D,) each of which we think untrue. (See Narrative and

Defence, pages 104 and 112.)

5. That he represented the authority of the Church in

Baltimore as conspiring against the rights and characters of

the citizens of that place, and indirectly advisirig an appeal

to the laws of the country to settle the affairs of the Chureh.

(See " Bond of Union," letter L)

It was then, on motion, resolved, that the appeal of

William C. Pool be admitted.

The journal of the proceedings against him, together

with sundry papers were read.

The representatives of brother Pool then addressed some

remarks, exhibiting the grounds of the appeal. While W.
Fisk was engaged in this, the time of adjournment being

near, it was resohed, on motion, to extend the sitting until

half-past 12 o'clock.

The remarks made by the representatives of brother

Pool were responded to in a few remarks by S. G. Roszel.

The pleadings being closed, Loring Grant moved, H.

Bangs seconded, the following resolution, viz'. :

—

Whereas, William C. Pool refused, on his trial, to give

the specifications which he said he could disprove ; and

tlie evidence in his case being clear and conclusive,

tlierefore,

" Resolved, That the decision of the Baltimore Annual

Conference, expelling him from the Methodist Episcopal

Church, be and is hereby affirmed. L. Grant, H. Bangs."

The time of adjournment being again near, it was

resolved, on motion, to extend the sitting for fifteen minutes,

May 19.

Charges against

W. C. Pool
continued.
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May 19. ;,nd the question being taken on the resolution, it was
decided in the affirmative, and the conference adjourned.

As a large number of the members did not appear at the

first opening of the session, and several of them continued

absent, the insertion of the names of the several delegates

attending this General Conference has been omitted until

this time that it may be the more complete.

New - York Conference.—Nathan Bangs, John Emory,
Laban Olark, Peter P. Sandford, Phineas Rice, Stephen
Martindale, Daniel Ostrander, John B. Stratton, Lewis
Pease, Arnold Scholefield, Tobias Spicer, Heman Bangs,
Marvin Richardson, Samuel Luckey, Thomas Burch, Buel
Goodsell, Henry Stead, James Youngs.
New -England Conference.—George Pickering, Timothy

Merritt, John Lindsay, Edward Hyde, Joseph A. Merrill,

Benjamin R. Hoyt, Jacob Sanbourn, John M. Hardy, Daniel

Dorchester, (absent,) Wilbur Fisk, Daniel Fillmore, Isaac

Bonney, John F. Adams, Joseph B. White, (absent,) John
Lord, Lewis Bates, Thomas C. Pierce.

Maine Conference.—Eleazer Wells, Ephraim Wiley, Eli-

sha Streeter, Heman Nickerson, David Kilbourn, Stephen
Lovel.

Genesee Conference.—Loring Grant, Horace Agard,
George Peck, Josiah Keyes, Robert Parker, Morgan Sher-

man, Edmund O'Fling, Ralph Lanning, (absent,) Isaac

Grant, Zachariah Paddock, James Hall, Manly Tooker,

Gideon Lanning, Seth Mattison, Isiael Chamberlain,

George Harmon, (absent,) John Dempster, Jonathan
Huestis.

Canada Conference.—William Ryerson, John Ryerson,
Samuel Bolton, William Slater, Wyatt Chamberlain.

Pittsburg Conference.—William Stevens, Daniel Limer-
ick, David Sharp, Henry Furlong, William Lambdin, James
Moore, Asa Shinn, Henry B. Bascom, Thornton Flemming,
Charles Elliott.

Ohio Conference.—Jacob Young, David Young, James
B. Finley, John F. Wright, Russel Bigelow, Greenbury R.
Jones, James Quinn, John Collins, Moses Crume, Leroy
Swormstedt, John Biown.

Missouri Conference.—Andrew Munroe, Jesse Haile.

Illinois Conference.—Peter Cartwright, Samuel H.
Thompson, John Dew, James Armstrong, John Strange,

Charles Holliday.

Kentucky Conference.—Richard Tidings, Thomas A.
Morris, Peter Akers, Benjamin T. Crouch, George C.

Light, Marcus Lindsey, William Adams, Henry M'Daniel,

Jonathan Stamper, George M'Nelly, John Tevis.

Holstein Conference.—Thomas Wilkerson, Samuel Pat-

ton, James Curaming, Elbert F. Sevier, William S. Man-
son, William Patton, Thomas String-field, (absent.)
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Tenne^aee Conference.—James Gwin, William M'Malion, May 19.

James M'Ferrin, Robert Paine, Finch P. Scruggs, Fran-

cis A. Owen, Ashley B. Roszell, John M. Holland, Joshua
Boucher.

Mississippi Conference.—Benjamin M. Drake, William

Winans, Thomas GrifiSn, Robert L. Kennon, Barnabas

Pipkin, John C. Burrus.

South Carolina Conference.—James 0. Andrew, William

Capers, William M. Kennedy, Lovick Pearce, Henry Bass,

Samuel Dunwody, Samuel K. Hodges, George Hill, Wil-

liam Arnold, Andrew Hamill, Malcom M'Pherson, Robert
Adams, Elijah Sinclair.

Virginia Conference.—Daniel Hall, Hezekiah G. Leigh,

Lewis Skidmore, Caleb Leach, Joseph Carson, Moses
Brock, Peter Doub, Henry Holmes, Thomas Crowder, John
Early.

Baltimore Conference.—S. G. Roszel, Nelson Reed,

Joshua Wells, Beverly Waugh, Andrew Haraphill, Joseph
Fry, Henry Smith, John Davis, Job Guest, Marmaduke
Pearce, Christopher Fry, James M. Hanson.

Philadelphia Conference.—Ezekiel Cooper, (absent,)

Lawrence M'Combs, Manning Force, John Potts, Charles

Pitman, James Smith, John Smith, David Dailey, William

Leonard, Joseph Lybrand, (absent,) Lot Warfield, George
Woolly, Thomas Neal, Waters Burrows, Solomon Higgins.

Monday Afternoon.

Conference met at half-past two o'clock, and was opened
by reading the Scriptures, singing, and prayer. Bishop

George in the chair.

The Journal of the morning session was read and ap-

proved.

Bishop Roberts then took the chair.

William Wynans moved, and it was seconded, that we Report on th«

now take up the Report of the Committee on the state of

the Book Concem. Carried.

The report was then read by the secretaiy.

It was resolved, on motion, to consider and act on the

resolutions embraced in the report; and the first, second,

third, fourth, sixth, and seventh resolutions, after some
small amendments, were adopted. The fifth was stricken

out.

While the eighth resolution was under consideration, a

motion was made for adjournment. Lost.

It was then, on motion, resolved to extend the time of

sitting until six o'clock.

S. G. Roszel moved, and it was seconded, that the fur-

ther consideration of the report be postponed until to-mor-

row, and the motion was decided in the negative.

The conference adjoui-ned.

Book Concern.
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TUESDAY, MAY 20.

Conference met according to adjournment, and was
opened by reading the Scriptures, singing, and prayer,

Bishop Roberts in the chair.

The Journal of yesterday afternoon session was read and
approved.

Reports Avere called for, and brother John Emory from
the Committee on Petitions, &c., reported.

Asa Shinn moved, and it was seconded, that the report

be adopted, and that five thousand copies be printed.

The motion being divided, the first part, viz., that it be
adopted, was decided in the aflSrmative. The latter part of

the motion was so amended as to read, that the report be
published, and in that form prevailed.

Wilbur Fisk for the committee to whom was referred the

petitions of James Baily and others, on the subject of specu-

lative Free Masonry, reported.

It was moved and seconded to amend the report by
striking out the preamble ; and the motion prevailed.

The question was then taken on the adoption of the resolu-

tions accompanying the report, and decided in the negative.

L. Skidmore moved, J. Early seconded, for a reconsidera-

tion of the vote on preamble, and the motion prevailed.

It was then moved and seconded, that the preamble of

the report be adopted. While this motion was under con-

sideration,, the conference, on motion, adjourned.

Tuesday Afternoon.

At half- past two o'clock, P. M., conference met accord-

ing to adjournment, and was opened by reading, singing,

and prayer. Bishop Roberts in the chair.

The Journal of the morning session was read and
amended. Bishop Soule in the chair.

The following resolution was offered by J. Early, L.

Skidmore seconding, and adopted by the conference, viz. :

Resolved, by the delegates of the several annual confer-

ences in General Conference assembled. That the superin-

tendents be, and they are hereby requested to prepare, and
give to the Rev. William Capers, our delegate to the Brit-

ish Conference, the necessary commission and instructions to

effect the important objects for which he is sent.

On motion of S. G. Roszel, the report of the Committee

on Episcopacy was taken up and considered.

S. G. Roszel moved to amend the report, by striking

out the word " two," and inserting the word " one " in

reference to an appropriation made for Bishop M'Kendree's

expenses, making the annual amount for his extra expenses

$150, and the motion prevailed.
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J. Emory moved, and it was seconded, that the consid-

eration of the Report on the Book Concern be resumed, and
the motion prevailed.

J. Emory moved a substitute for the 8th resolution,

which was read, and, on motion, adopted as a substitute,

subject, however, to amendment.
The 9tb, 10th, 11th, and 12th resolutions contained in

the report were, with some amendments, adopted.

The question was then taken on the adoption of the

report in full as amended, and decided in the affirmative.

It was then resolved, on motion, that the election of the

Editors and Agents of the Book Concern shall be the

order of the day for Thursday (afternoon) next.

S. G. Roszel moved, seconded by N. Bangs, that the

following resolution be adopted, to .wit

:

Resolved, &c.. That the Book Agents be and are hereby

instructed, to pay out of the Book Fund the sum of

dollars for the support of the Rev. William Capers and
family, during his absence as our representative to the

British Conference. The question being taken on this reso-

lution, it was decided in the affirmative.

N. Bangs moved, and it was seconded, that the preach-

ers in the Charleston city station be a committee to estimate

the amount necessary to defray the family e.xpenses of

brother Capers, during his absence as delegate to the ensu-

inof Enoflish Conference. Canied.

On motion of William Winans, the report of the Com-
mittee on the Book Concern, in relation to an amount due

from Samuel Parker's estate, was taken up, and the ques-

tion being put on the adoption of this report, it was decided

in the negative.

Joseph A. Merrill moved, E. Hyde seconded, that the

Book Agents be authorized and directed to relinquish to

Charles Virgin the interest that has accrued on a note

which he owes the Book Concern, provided he pays the

principal in four yeais, and the motion prevailed.

It was moved and seconded that conference now adjourn.

Carried.
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 21.

Conference met at the usual hour, and was opened by

reading the Scriptures, singing, and prayer. Bishop Soule

in the chair.

The journal of yesterday afternoon was read and cor-

rected.

Bishop George then took the chair.

Reports were called for ; and the chairman of the Com-

mittee to whom was referred the communication of the

bishops on the subject of appeals, made his report ; and the
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concluded.

same, together with the resolutions appended thereto, was,

on motion, laid on the table.

William Winans moved, and it was seconded, to call up
the resolution oflFered by brother Fisk, recommending to the

several annual conferences the propriety of so altering the

restrictive regulations in our Discipline, as to allow a joint

recommendation of three-fourths of all the annual confer-

ences, and a majority of two-thirds of the General Confer-

ence, to be competent to change any of said regulations,

which motion prevailed.

L. M'Combs moved to amend the resolution, by striking

out the word "joint," and insert the word "concurrent,"

and the motion was lost.

A division of the resolution was called for. The first

part of the resolution as divided was adopted, to wit :

—

That this General Conference respectfully suggest to the

several annual conferences, the propriety of recommending
to the next General Conference so to alter and amend the

rules of our Discipline, by which the General Conference is

restricted and limited in its powers to make rules and regu-

lations for our Church, commonly called the Restrictive

Rules, as to make the proviso at the close of said Restrict-

ive Rules, No. 6, read thus : Provided, nevertheless, that

upon the joint recommendations of three fourths of all the

annual conferences, then a majority of two-thirds of the

General Conference succeeding shall suffice to alter any of

the above restrictions except the first " article."

The vote by which this part of the resolution was adopt-

ed was, on motion of R. Bigelow, reconsidered. It was
then resolved, on motion, that the resolution be referred to

a select committee of three members.

It was, on motion, resolved, that the subject of the

petition from the Canada Conference be resumed, whereup-
on the resolutions as reported by the last committee appoint-

ed on that subject were read.

It was then resolved that the subject shall now be con-

sidered and acted on.

Samuel H. Thompson moved, and it was seconded, that

the resolution as reported by the committee be adopted.

The question being taken, it was decided in the affirmative,

one hundred and eight voting in favour of adoption, and
twenty-two against it.

N. Bangs moved, and it was seconded, that the following

be referred to the consideration of the same committee :

—

That if the Canada Conference should be set oft", so as to

become independent of the Methodist Episcopal Church in

the United States, the General Conference be recommend-
ed to make such alteration in the Constitution of tlie Mis-

sionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church as shall

authoiize the Board of Managers to make an appropriation
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to a certain amount, of the funds of that institution for the

support of the Indian missions in Upper Canada, and the

motion prevailed.

It was theo moved and seconded to take up and con-

sider the report on churches and parsonages, and the mo-
tion was lost.

It was then resolved to take up and consider the report

on Temporal Economy.
J. H. Hodges moved, and it was seconded, to adopt the

report en masac, which motion was afterward withdrawn.
The report was then, on motion, taken up and considered

item by item. The first item was passed, and the second
was struck out.

On motion of D. Ostrander, the third item in the report

was amended by striking out the words, " a suitable age to

be put to a trade or profession," and insert the words, •' the

age of fourteen years." The said article as amended was
adopted. The fourth item was read and adopted.

The whole report as amended was on motion adopted.

It was then moved and seconded that conference sit ten

minutes beyond the usual hour of adjournment. Carried.

Bishop Soule then addressed the conference in relation

to the instructions to be mven to our delegate to the British

Conference, and the propriety of addressing that body ; and
on motion of N. Bangs, a committee of three was appointed

to prepare said address.

N. 13angs, John Early, Lovick Pierce, committee.

It was, on motion, resolved, that when conference meets

this afternoon, it sit with closed doors.

Conference then adjourned.

Wednesday Afternoon.

Wednesday afternoon, May 21st, at half past two o'clock,

conference assembled, and was opened in the usual manner,

Bishop George in the chair.

The Journal of the morning session was read and amend-
ed, and Bishop Roberts took the chair.

Reports were called for. D. Ostrander for the Commit-
tee on the Itinerancy reported, and the report was, on mo-
tion, laid on the table.

D. Ostrander called for the order of the day, to wit : the

appeal of Joseph Crawford.

After stating, from the Journal of the New-York Annual
Conference, the circumstances of his expulsion,

D. Ostrander moved, and Lewis Skidmore seconded the

following resolution, to wit : and the question being taken,

it was decided in the affirmative :

—

Wkerca.i, Joseph Crawford was, in the year 182.5, expel-

led from the Methodist Episcopal Church, by a decision of

the New-York Annual Conference, and did thereupon enter
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his appeal from said decision to this General Conference,

and whereas the said Joseph Crawford has not appeared,

either in person or by his representative, to present said ap-

peal, therefore,

Resolved, That the said decision of expulsion against him
stands good and is affirmed.

The appeal of William Cunningham, from the Ohio

Conference was called, and D. Young moved, and G. R.

Jones seconded the following preamble and resolution, to

wit :

—

Whereas, William Cunningham has notified an appeal

from the decision of the Ohio Annual Conference, by which

he had been expelled from the Methodist Episcopal Church
;

and whereas, WilHam Cunningham has not appeared, either

personally or hj a representative,

Resolved, therefore, That the appeal of William Cunning-

ham shall not be admitted, and the motion was reported.

The appeal of Charles Waddell was also mentioned, and
the following preamble and resolution in relation to his case

were, on motion of D. Young, seconded by G. R. Jones,

accepted, to wit:

—

Whereas, Charles Waddell has notified an appeal from
the decision of the Ohio Annual Conference, by which he

had been expelled from the Methodist Episcopal Church

;

and whereas Charles Waddell has not appeared either per

sonally or by a representative,

Resolved, therefore, that the appeal of Charles Waddell
shall not be admitted.

L. M'Coombs, seconded by T. Merritt, offered the follow-

ing resolution, to wit :

—

Whereas, in the sermon of the Rev. Bishop Soule,

preached before the South Carolina Conference, January

14th, 1827, there is in the opinion of some an apparent de-

parture from several points of doctrine held by the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church, that is to say,

1. It may be fairly inferred from the above-mentioned

sermon, that Christians are not under moral obhgation to

keep the Sabbath holy, since the law Avhich enjoins the ob-

servance of the Sabbath day is done away.

2. The law given to mankind in a state of innocency has,

in virtue of atonement, relinquished its claims in such a

sense as not to condemn even him who refuses compliance

with the conditions of the new covenant.

3. That the atonement made by Jesus Christ was a sat-

isfaction in such a sense as to render both repentance and

pardon with respect to the sins atoned for, unnecessary.

4. That the atonement has no direct and immediate ap-

plication to the transgressions of the law to which man is

now personally responsible, called in the sermon the gospel

or the law of liberty, therefore,
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Sermon contin-

ued.

Resolved, That this General Conference now go into an May 21.

investigation of the subject, and deteimine wliether such rrocoedings in

doctiiiK's are contained in said sermon. Signed L. M'Combs, Bishop souics

T. Men-itt.

S. G. Roszel moved, and it was seconded, that the pre-

amble and resolution be indefinitely postponed, but the mo-
tion was afterward withdiawn.

J. Emory moved, and it was seconded, that it lie on the

table for making inquiry and answering objections. This

motion was also withdrawn.

W. Fisk renewed the motion for laying it on the table,

and.it was seconded by B. M. Drake, which motion was
also withdrawn.

S. K. Hodges then moved, and it was seconded, to refer

the whole subject under consideration to the Committee on
Episcopacy, which motion prevailed.

The conference then adjourned.

THURSDAY, MAY 22.

Conference assembled and was opened as usual. Bishop

Roberts in the chair.

The Journal of yesterday afternoon was read and corrected.

Bishop Hedding took the chair.

Reports were called for, &c. •

J. Emory offered the following resolutions on the subject

of the Book Concein, seconded by William Adams, to wit

:

Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be
instructed to inquire and report to this conference, what
more effectual measures can be adopted for the collection of

the debts due for our periodical publications; and also the best

plan foi' fuinisliing each preacher with a copy of the Christian

Advocate and Journal, and also into the expediency of

adopting the following resolutions, viz. :

—

1. Of the books now in hand in any circuit or station,

and cha -ged to any presiding elder, on all sales which may
be made between the time of receiving this information, and
the ne.xt ensuing session of the annual conferences respect-

ively, the preacher making such sales shall be allowed

twenty-six and two-thirds per cent from the retail prices,

and the presiding elder thirteen and one-third, being to-

gether equal to forty per cent.

2. Where books have been accumulated in any circuit or

station, more than are likely to be speedily sold, the pre-

siding elders are hereby retjuested and directed, to cause

the same to be distributed through the district, in such

manner as may be most conducive to their speedy .sale,

and to charge the expenses of making such distribution to

the Book Concern.

3. With regard to the remittance of any book money
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which may be m hand, the presiding elders and preachers

sliall be governed by such instructions as may hereafter be

issued by the agents. Signed, J. Emory, W. Adams.
On motion, conference then resolved to sit with closed

doors.

S. G. Roszel for the Committee on the Episcopacy, to

whom was referred the preamble and resolutions submitted

yesterday, in relation to a sermon of Bishop Soule, report-

ed, and the conference proceeded to consider it.

R. Tidings moved, B. M. Drake seconded, that the report

be adopted.

W. Fisk called for a division of the resolution, and that

the items be voted on separately ; and this course was ad-

mitted to be in order.

It was then moved that the report be indefinitely post-

poned, which motion was decided in the negative.

The question being taken on the adoption of the first item

in the resolution contained in the report, it was decided in

the affirmative, ninety-four in favour, and thirty against it.

The question being taken on the second and third items,

they were both adopted, after so amending the second as

to make it read in the language of the resolutions offered

by L. M'Combs.
The time of adjournment being near, it was resolved, on

motion, to extend the session until half-past twelve. The
question was then taken on the fourth item and adopted.

The time of adjournment being again near, it was resolv-

ed to extend the session ten minutes. The question was

then taken on the last resolution and adopted.

It was then moved and seconded that the report, in the

whole, be adopted ; and the question was decided in the

affirmative, which said report is as follows :

—

The Committee on the Episcopacy to whom was refer-

red the preamble and resolution questioning the soundness

of doctrine in a sermon preaclied by Bishop Soule before

the South Carolina Conference, and lequiring an investiga-

tion into the same, beg leave to report : That having had

this matter thus submitted to them under careful examina-

tion, the committee have not seen reason to concur with any

of the items contained in said preamble, and therefore sub-

mit the following resolutions :

—

Resolved, by tlie delegates of the annual conferences in

General Confeience assembled, 1. That nothing in the ser-

mon preached by Rev. Bishop Soule, before the South

Carolina Conference, January 11th, 1827, and pubhshed at

the request of said conference, warrants the inference " that

Christians are i-eleased from moral obligations to keep the

Sabbath holy ;" or,

2. That " the law given to mankind in a state of inno-

cency has, in virtue of atonement relinqui'^hed, its claims in
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such a sense as not to concern even him who refuses com-

pliance with the conditions of the new covenant ;" or,

3. That " the atonement made by Jesus Christ is a

satisfaction in such a sense, as to render both repentance

and pardon with respect to the sins atoned for unneces-

sary ;" or

4. That " the atonement has no direct and immediate

application to the transgressions of the law to which man
is responsible, called in the sermon, the gospel or law of

liberty."

And it is further resolved, in the judgment of this con-

ference, that there is nothing in the sermon, fairly con-

strued, inconsistent with our articles of religion, as illus-

trated in the writings of Messrs. Wesley and Fletcher.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

Stephen G. Roszel, Chairman.
Pittsburg, May 22, 1828.

It was then moved and seconded, that the rules of the

conference be so amended as to require each member to take

his seat at the time the president appears and takes the

chair.

The conference adjourned.

IIEPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON THE EPISCOPACV.

The Committee on the Episcopacy begs leave to report

:

1. Your committee, after a particular and minute examin-

ation respecting the labours and admininistration of our

government by the episcopacy, find nothing to condemn
but much to applaud. Their labours during the last four

years have been arduous, and their attention to duty such

as meets the decided approbation of your committee.

2. In any arrangement that the bishops may think proper

to make for tlieir own convenience in the general oversight

of the work, we would recommend that each of our bishops

should, if practicable, be known in each of the annual con-

ferences once in four years ; and that none of our preachers

should be kept too long in city stations.

3. Your committee find that Bishops Roberts and Soule

have not received tlie full amount of their salaries, not

havinor charged the whole amount to those conferences over

which they have presided, believing that the Discipline made
it the duty of each annual conference to pay an equal pro-

portion of their demand.
Your committee are of opinion, that the health of Bishop

M'Kendree is such as to render it impracticable for him to

do the work of an effective man, and recommend that he

should use his own discretion in travelling through the con-

nexion, and taking the oversight and superintendence as he

may find it prudent and practicable for him to do so. And
your committee would further remark that, in their opinion,
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Bishop M'Kendree should receive a sum sufficient to pay
his salary and expenses, and the salary and expenses of the

brother who may travel with him.

Your committee bes: leave to offer the foUowinor

resolutions :

—

Resolved, 1. That the last clause of section first, in part

second of the forms of Discipline, be so amended as to read

as follows :—Each annual conference shall pay its propor-

tionate part toward the allowance of each one of tlie bishops.

Resolved, 2. That it shall be the duty of the Agents of

the Book Concern to pay out of the Book Fund the sum
of one hundred and fifty dollars per annum, in quarterly

instalments, to Bishop M'Kendree, on his order, to meet his

extra expenses. Signed,

Stephen G. Roszel, Chairman.
Pittsburg, May 19, 1828.

Thursday Afternoon.

Conference assembled and was opened as i;sual. Bishop
Hedding in the chair.

The journal of the morning session was read and approved.

Bishop Hedding addressed a few remarks to the confer-

ence on the peculiar state of his health, and in regard to

some bodily infirmities, which rendered it sometimes diffi-

cult, if not impracticable, for him to attend all the confer-

ences even in four years.

W. Fisk moved, and it was seconded, that this General

Conference express by vote tlie sentiment that they do not

wish Bishop Hedding should labour any more, nor visit any
more of the annual conferences the next four years than he
may judge .shall comport with his health, and the motion

prevailed.

W. Fisk, for the Committee on the subject of so altering

the Constitution of the Missionary Society of the Methodist

Episcopal Church as to render it favourable to missions in

Upper Canada, reported.

It was moved and seconded that the report be accepted,

and the motion prevailed ; whereupon it was, on motion,

resolved, thai the blank in the report be filled with the

amount of $700.
On motion of D. Ostrander, the conference proceeded to

the election of Editors and Agents of the Book Concern
and our periodicals, according to the order of the day.

The ballots being taken in for each officer separately

and in succession, the result was as follows, viz. :

John Emory was elected Editor, Agent, and General

Book Steward.

Beverly Waugh was elected Assistant Editor and Agent.
Charles Holliday was elected Book Agent for the Estab-

lishment at Cincinnati.



Journal of General Conference, 1828. S53

N. Bangs was elected Editor of the Christian Advocate
and Journal, and such other periodicals as are assigned to

that department, according to the report of the Conamittee

on the Book Concern.

The conference then proceeded to select the place for the

silting of the General Conference of 1832. It was moved
and seconded that the selection be made by nomination and
open vote. Carried.

Philadelphia and Baltimore were then put in nomination,

and the question being taken, it was determined that the

city of Philadelphia should be the seat of the next General

Conference.

W. Fisk from the Committee to which had been referred

the subject of recommending to the annual conferences

some alterations in the Restrictive Rules, reported.
* The time of adjournment being near, it was moved and
seconded to extend the session until six o'clock. Lost.

It was then resolved, on motion, to extend the session for

fifteen minutes. During the discussion the time of adjourn-

ment having nearly arrived, it was resolved, on motion, to

extend it ten minutes.

A division of the above report was called for, and the

question being taken on the first part, it was carried.

The vote was taken on the second and last part. Carried

also.

Conference adjourned.
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The following is the report referred to above :

—

The committee to whom was referred the subject em-
braced in a resolution suggesting the propriety of providing

for the alteration of one of the rules, commonly called the

Restrictive Rules, beg leave to report the following resolu-

tion :

—

Resolved, That this General Conference respectfully sug-

gest to the several annual conferences the propriety of

recommending to the next General Conference so to alter

and amend the rules of our Discipline, by which the Gene-

ral Conference is restricted in its powers to make rules and

regulations for the Church, commonly called the Restrict-

ive Rules, as to make the proviso at the close of said Re-,

.strictive Rules, No. 6, read thus :

—

Provided, nevertheless, that upon the concurrent recom-

mendation of three-fourths of all the members of the several

annual conferences who shall be present and vote on such

recommendation, then a majority of two-thirds of the Gen-

eral Conference succeding shall suffice to alter any of such

regulations excepting the first article.

And, also, whenever such alteration or alterations shall

have first been recommended by two-thirds of the General

Conference, so soon as three-fourths of the members of the

23

Report of Com-
mittee on alter- j^
ation of Re- ^B
strictive Ralea.



554 Journal of General Conference, 1828.

May 22. annual conferences shall have concurred, as aforesaid, with

Buch recommendation, such alteration or alterations shall

take effect.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

W. FisK, Chairman.
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FRIDAY, MAY 23.

Conference assembled and was opened as usual. Bishop

George took the chair.

Bishop M'Kendree addressed the conference a few

minutes, by way of inquiring what was expected of the

superintendents in relation to instructions to be given to our

delegate to the British Conference, &c.

J. Emory moved, and it was seconded, that the resolu-

tion first adopted on the subject of the separation of the

Canada Conference from the connexion in the United

States be reconsidered, and the motion prevailed.

It was then resolved, on motion, that this resolution be

rescinded.

Reports were called for.

W. Winans, from the Committee on the Book Concern, to

whom was referred the subject of devising a more effectual

plan for collecting the amounts due for our periodicals,

reported.

On motion, it was resolved, that the first resolution be

referred to the Book Agents and Book Committee at New-
York, with discretionary power to act in the premises as

they may believe the interests of the Concern require.

After some further discussion a motion was made and
seconded, indefinitely to postpone the first six resolutions in

the report. Carried.

It was moved and seconded that the conference now
adopt the four last resolutions. Carried.

The Committee on Ai'dent Spirits repoi-ted, and it was
moved and seconded that the report be laid on the table.

Carried.

The report on the boundaries of annual conferences was
called up and considered.

Jonathan Huestis moved the following amendment to the

report, to wit: That the Genesee Conference be divided,

&c. While this amendment was under consideration,

brother W. Fisk asked and obtained leave of absence to

attend to committee business.

D. Ostrander moved to amend the resolution of brother

Huestis, by adding, " except so much of the state of New-
York as is now included in the Pittsburg Conference,"

which amendment was admitted, and on the question being

next put the resolution was lost.

D. Ostrander moved, and it was seconded, to strike out
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all the provisos, with a view to introduce a general proviso.

The motion was afterward withdrawn. L. Clark being

seconded, renewed the motion, and it was decided in the

negative.

The report was then, after some further amendments,

adopted.

On motion of N. Bangs, the conference took up and

resumed tlie consideration of the report on missions.

The time of adjournment being near, it was resolved, on

motion, to extend the session until half-past twelve o'clock.

The report was then read, and, with some amendments,

adopted, together with an amended constitution of the

Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church,

which had been recommended by the' Board of Managers

of said society.

J. Emory moved the adoption of the following resolutions,

to wit :

—

Whoras; an unhappy excitement has existed in some
parts of our work, in consequence of the organization of

what have been called " Union Societies," for purposes and

under regulations believed to be inconsistent Avith the har-

mony and peace of the Church, and in relation to the

character of much of the matter contained in a certain

periodical publication called the " Mutual Rights," in regard

to Avhich certain expulsions from the Church have taken

place ; and whereas, this General Conference indulges in a

hope that a mutual desire may exist for conciliation and

peace, and is desirous of leaving open a way for the accom-

plishment of so desirable an object on safe and equitable

principles, therefore,

Resolved, 1. That in view of the premises, and in the

earnest hope tliat this measure may tend to promote this

object, this General Conference affectionately advises that

no further proceedings may be had, in any part of our

work, against any minister or member of the Methodist

Episcopal Church, on account of any past agency or con-

cern in relation to the above-named periodical, or in rela-

tion to any Union Society as above-mentioned.

Remlved, 2. If any persons expelled as aforesaid feel free

to concede that publications have appeared in said " Mutual

Rights," the nature and character of which were unjustiBa-

bly inflammatory, and do not admit of vindication, and that

others, though for want of j)roper information, or iniintention-

tionally, have yet, in fact, misrepresented individuals and

facts, and that they regret these things ; if it be voluntarily

agreed, also, that the union societies above alluded to shall

be abolished, and the periodical called " Mutual Rights" be

discontinued at the close of the current volume, wliich shall

be completed with due respect to the conciliatory and

pacific design of this arrangement, then this General Con-
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May 23. ference does hereby give authority for the restoration to their

ministry or membership, respectively, iu the Methodist Epis-

copal Church, of any person or persons so expelled as afore-

said, provided this arrangement shall be mutually assented tf<

by any individual or individuals so expelled, and also by the

quarterly meeting confeicnce, and the minister or preacher

having the cl)arge in any circuit or station within which

any expulsion may have taken place ; and that no such min-

ister or preacher shall be obliged, imder this arrangement,

to restore anj' such indi\ idual as leader of any class or classes,

unless in his own discretion he shalj judge it proper so to

do ; and provided, also, that it further be mutually agreed,

that no ether periodical publication to be devoted to the

same controversy shall be established on either side, it being

expressly understood at the same time, that this, if agreed

to, will be on the ground, not of any assumption of rights

to requiie this, but of mutual consent for the restoration

of peace, and that no individual will be hereby precluded

from issuing any publication which he may judge proper

on his own responsibility. It is further understood that

any individual or individuals who may have withdrawn
from the Methodist Episcopal Church on account of any
proceedings in relation to the premises, may also be restored

by mutual consent under this arrangement, and the same
principles as above stated. Signed, J. Emory, H. G. Leigh.

The question was then taken on the adoption of the
J. Emory's res- foregoing resolutions, and decided in the affirmative.
olutions adopt- rxn r xi j- i

,,(1 ihe conterence tlien adjourned.

Friday Afternoon.

Conference assembled and was opened as usual, Bishop

Roberts in the chair.

The journal of the morning session was read and approved,

and a call was made for reports,

w. Fisk's Ee- W. Fisk from the Committee on Education reported.
port from the -nt n i i •

.

11,11
Committee on JN • oangs moved, and it was seconded, that the report
hduoation. |jg accepted and printed in the Christian Advocate and

Journal. Carried,
x. Bangss Re- ^ Bangs, from the committee appointed to prepare an
port from the o • „ . . , ^ ^

^^
1

'^ 1 1

Committee to address to tlie British Conference, reported an address,

lire^'tr tt; which was on motion adopted.
iJritish Confer- On motion of James B. Finley, the report on local

preachers was taken up, and with some amendments
adopted.

Report on itin- Qn motion of D. Ostrander the report of the Committee
on Itinerancy was taken up, and, after some amendments,
it was adopted.

cuncinnatiBook R. Payne moved, and John Dew seconded, that M. Ru-
ter be, and hereby is, authorized and expected to attend to

the afi'airs of the Book Concern at Cincinnati until tiie first

f-nce.

erancy.

Concern.
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of July, or until the agent shall have arrived there with his

family ; and the motion prevailed.

S. G. Roszel moved, P. Cartwright seconded, that the

resolution concerning slavery be taken up and adopted
;

but the motion was afterward withdrawn.

B. Waugh moved, and it was seconded by W. Fisk, that

the following' resolutions be adopted, to wit:

—

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in

General Conference assembled, 1. That this conference

highly approve of the objects proposed, and the measures

taken by the American Colonization Society in reference to

the colonization of the free people of colour on the coast of

Africa.

Resolved, <fec. 2. That this conference look to the settle-

ment at Liberia as opening a door for the difFu.sion of all

the benign influences of the Gospel over the continent of

Africa, and therefore recommend it to our ministry and
membership to aid by their exertions and influence in the

formation and support of auxiliary societies, and the making
annual collections to aid in carrying into effect the benevo-

lent designs of the parent institution.

Resolved, &c. 3. That the secretary be, and is hereby
instructed to communicate the foregoing resolutions to the

Board of Managers of the American Colonization Society,

and the motion prevailed.

John Dew moved, S. H. Thompson seconded the follow-

ing resolution, to wit :

—

Renolced, That the inteiest which has already accrued, or

may hei-eafter accrue on a debt due the Book Concern by
the Rev. Jesse Walker, be and is hereby remitted, provided

that he pay the principal by the next General Conference.

This was adopted.

On motion of L. Clark, the conference resumed the con-

sideration of the report on Sunday schools and tract socie-

ties, and the report was, on motion, adopted.

N. Bangs moved, T. B. Finley seconded the adoption of

the following, to wit :

—

That a transposition be made in the Discipline, in section

7, page 90, so as to read thus :
" If the accused person be

found guilty, and the crime be such as is expressly forbid-

den by the word of God, sufficient to exclude a person
from the kingdom of grace and glory, by the decision of a
majority of the members before whom he is brought to

trial." And it was, on motion, laid on the table.

On motion of S. K. Hodges, the following resolution

was called up and considered, to wit :

—

Resolved, That the following be added to the N. B. at

the close of section 2 of the Temporal Economy :
" And

the board of trustees of every circuit or station shall be
responsible to the quarterly meeting conference of said cir-
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cuit or station for its oflBcial acts, and shall be required to

present annually a report of its acts during the preceding
yeai-, pro\ided, that in all cases where a new board of trus-

tees is to be created, it shall be done by the appointment of

the preacher in charge, or the presiding elder of tlie dis-

trict, except in those states and territories where the statutes

provide differently.

The time of adjournment being near, it was, on motion,

resolved, that the sitting be extended until six o'clock.

The question being taken on the resolution, after some
amendments, it was decided in the affirmative.

John Earjy moved, C. Leach seconded, that the following

be considered and adopted, to wit:

—

Page 71, Form of Discipline, section 21, verse 2,

instead of "receive a present," read, "we will on no
account make a charge for administering baptism or for

burying the dead ;" and the motion was laid on the table.

On motion of N. Bangs, the two following i-esolutions

were adopted, to wit :

—

Resolved, 1. That the Book Committee in New-York,
and Book Agents, together with the bishop or bishops who
may be present, be a committee to prepare the next edition

of the Discipline for pubhcation, in conformity to the

amendments m;ide at this General Conference.

Resolved, 2. That the thanks of this conference be given

to the people of this city and vicinity for the kind and hos-

pitable manner in which they have entertained us during

i>ur stay among them, and that the preacher in charge be
and is hereby requested to express our thanks to them in the

public congregation.

On motion of N. Bangs, the report of the Committee on
Appeals was taken up and considei-ed.

The time for adjournment being neaj-, it was resolved, on
motion, to extend the time of the session fifteen minutes.

It was then moved and seconded that tliis report be laid

again on the table, and the motion prevailed.

Conference adjourned until seven o'clock to-morrow.

SATURDAY, MAY 24.

The conference assembled according to adjournment, and
was opened as usual. Bishop Roberts in the chair.

Tiie journal of yesterday afternoon was read and correct-

ed, and Bishop Hedding took the chair.

J. Emory moved, and it was seconded, that the report of

the Committee on the Book Concern, recommending the

formation of a Bible Society of the Methodist Episcopal

Church, be taken up. Canied.

It was then moved and seconded that the report be
adopted. Carried.



Journal of General Conference, 1828. 359

N. Bangs moved, and it was seconded, that the bishops

be respectfully requested by such means as they may see fit,

to prepare a biography of the late Bishop Asbury. Carried.

It Avas, on motion, resolved to take up and consider the

report of the Committee on the Itinerancy, authorizing the

ani)ual conferences to locate preachers in certain cases.

Tliis report was, on motion of D. Ostrander, indefinitely

postponed.

J. Eai-ly's resolution, offered yesterday, on the subject

of receiving presents for administering baptism, &c., was

called up and considered, and the alteration' proposed was,

on motion, adopted.

B. Pease moved, and it was seconded, that the secretary

be directed to return to the president of the Chartered Fund,

and through him to the trustees, the thanks of this confer-

ence, &c. Carried.

It was, on motion, resolved, that the thanks of this con-

ference be returned to the secretary, and those who have

acted as assistants.

On motion of W. Fisk, the following preamble and reso-

lutions were adopted, to wit :

—

Whereas, the rules and examples of the Wesleyan

Methodists from the commencement of their existence as a

people, both in Europe and America, were calculated to sup-

press intemperance, and to discountenance the needless use of

ardent spirits ; and whereas the public mind in our country,

for a few years past, has been remarkably awakened to a

sense of the importance of this subject, therefore,

Resolved, &c., 1. That we rejoice in all the laudable and

proper eflForts now making to promote this just object, so

important to the interest both of the Church and nation.

Resolved, &c., 2. That all our preachers and people be

expected, and they are hereby expected to adhere to their

first principles as contained in their excellent rules on this

subject, and as practised by our fathers, and to do all they

prudently can, both by precept* and example, to suppress

intemperance throughout the land.

Resolved, &c., 3. That to bring about the reformation de-

sired on this subject, it is important that we neither drink

ourselves, (except medicinally,) nor give it to visiters or

workmen.

It was then moved and seconded that the journal be

now read, preparatory to a final adjournment. Carried.

The journal was then read, whereupon it was resolved

that the conference now adjourn.

Enoch George,
Elijah Heddino.

Martin Ruter, Secretary.
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GENERAL CONFERENCE, 1832,

ent

TUESDAY, MAY 1. wayi.

At a General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Conference met

Church in the United States of America, began and held in

the city of Philadelphia, on Tuesday, May 1, 1832, the

Rev. Joshua Soule, and the Rev. Elijah Hedding, two of

the bishops of said Church being present, Bisliop Soule

opened the conference by reading a portion of the Holy
Scriptures, singing, and prayer.

The Rev. Martin Ruler, Secretary of the last General

Conference, was then requested by the chair to call the

list of the delegates present, which was done, and the fol-

lowing brethren presented the necessary vouchers of their

election and took their seats, viz. :

—

New- York Conference.—Nathan Bangs, Samuel !Merwin, Delegates prefl-

Peter P. Sandford, Daniel Ostrander, Laban Clark, Phineas

Rice, Marvin Richardson, Tobias Spicer, Nicholas White,

Buel Goodsell, Samuel D. Ferguson, Robert Scney, James
Covel, John B. Stratton, John Clark, Fitch Reed.

Nexo-England Conference.—George Pickering, Wilbur

Fisk, Timothy Merritt, J. Stoddard, John Lindsay, Daniel

Webb, Orange Scott, B. Otheman, Shipley W. Wilson,

Benjamin F. Lambord, Daniel Fillmore, J. Steele, A. D.

Merrill, F. Upham.
Maine Conference.—Oliver Beale, John Lord, B. Jones,

J. Spalding, W. Marsh, S. Bray, P. Burgess, E. Robinson,

C. Baker, D. Hutchinson, W. H. Norris.

New-Hampshire ami Vermont Conference.—John W.
Hardy, Eleazer Wells, Benjamin R. Hoyt, John T. Adams,
C. D. Cahoon, Samuel Nonis, Jared Perkins, George
Storrs.

Oneida Conference.—Elias Bowen, George Harmon, Jo-

seph Castle, Zachariah Paddock, John Dempster, Nathaniel

Salisbury, Josiah Keyes.
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May 1. Genesee Conference.—Ahncr Chase, Israel Cliamberlayne,

Asa Abell, Edmund O'Fling, Robert Burch, John Cope-
land.

Pittshurg Conference.—Wilder B. Mack, Charl^Elliott,

Joshua Munroe, John Waterman, Robert Hopkins, Ira Edd)',

Alfred Brunson, Billings O. Plimpton, William Stevens,

Daniel Limerick, David Sharp.

Ohio Conference!—David Young, Russell Bigelow, James
Quinn, J. F. Wright, L. Swormstedt, W. H. Raper, A. W.
Elliott, James B. Finley, Zachariah Connell, Curtis God-
dard, John Collins, W. B. Chester, Charles Holliday, Green-

bury R. Jones.

Illinois Conference.— Allen Wiley, G. Lock, James
Armstrong, Samuel H. Thompson, Calvin W. Ruter, Wil-

liam Shanks, Thomas S. Hitt.

Holstein Conference.—T. K. Catlett, John Henninger,

John Bowman, Thomas Stringfield, James Gumming, W.
G. Brownlow, Samuel Patton, George Ekin.

Kentucky Conference.—Peter Akers, Martin Ruter, Jon-

athan Stamper, Benjamin T. Crouch. Marcus Lindsay, Wil-

liam Adams, H. H. Kavanaugh, G. W. Taylor, Richard

Tidings, Henry B. Bascom, Joseph L. Tomlinson, John
Tevis, George M'Nelly.

Missouri Conference.—Alexander M'Allister, Joseph Ed-
mundson, Jesse Green.

Tennessee Conference.—Robert Paine, Greensville T. Hen-
derson, Wilson L. M'Allister, Lewis Garrett, Francis A.
Owen, Thomas L. Douglass, William M'Mahon, Lorenzo D.

Overall, James M'Feriin, Fountain E. Pitts, Alexander P.

Green, J. M. Holland, G. W. D. Harris.

Ilississippi Co7iferencc.—Wm. Winans, James M'Dowell,

Thomas Griffin, Ebenezer Hearn, Robert L. Walker, Wm.
M. Curtis.

Georgia Conference.—James O. Andrew, Samuel K.

Hodges, William Arnold, Andrew Hamill, John Howard,
Ignatius A. Few, Benjamin Pope, Elijah Sinclair, William J.

Parks, Allen Turner.

South Carolina Conference.—William Capers, William

M. Kenned3^ Malcolm M'Pherson, Hartwell Spain, Samuel
Dunwody, Nicholas Tal'ey, Charles Betts, Bond English.

Virginia Conference.—John Early, Lewis Skidmore,

Henry G. Leigh, William Hammett, Benjamin Devany,

William A. Smith, Bennett T. Blake, Caleb Leach, Moses

Brush, Thomas Crowder, James Boyd, James Read, Peter

Doub.
Baltimore Conference.—James M. Hanson, Norval Wil-

son, Alfred Griffith, William Hamilton, S. G. Roszel, Da-
vid Steele, Henry Furlong, Gei'ard Morgan, Henry Slicer,

Chailes B. Tippett, John Davis, Henr}^ Smitli, Robert Cad-

den, Charles A. Davis, Andrew Hamphill, John Bear.
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Philadelphia Conference.—Ezekiel Cooper, John Potts,

Solomon Higgins, Thomas Ware, Lawrence M'Corabs,

Manning Force, George Bangliart, Joseph Lybrand, Henry
Boehm, Henry Wliite, Wilham Torbcrt, Jolin Kenneday,
David Dailey.

The conference was informed that Bishop M'Kendree
was in the city, but that in consequence of debility, he was
uii;ible to attend tlie conference room.

Having ascertained tliat a quorum was present, the con-

ference proceeded to business.

Thomas L. Doughiss was nominated and elected secre-

tary, and Charles A. Davis was nominated and elected

assistant secretary.

On motion it was resolved that the five pillars under the

front gallery be considered the bar.

Our brethren, Rev. William Case, Rev. William Ryer-

son, and Rev. Franklin Metcalf, delegates from the confer-

ence of the Methodist Episcopal Cliurch in Canada, wen;
introduced, and invited to take their seats within the bar as

honorary members.

The Rev. J, Crafts, one of the brethren of the Wesleyan
Methodist Connexion, being in this city on his way from the

Bahamas to Bermuda, was introduced to the conference,, and

invited to take a seat within the bar as an honourary member.
On motion it was resolved that the by-laws of the last

General Conference be read, and after several amendments
being made, were adopted.

On motion it was resolved, that a list of the names of the

delegate.^ to ihi.? conference be printed with the names of

the places where they reside in this city, and that a com-
mittee of three members be appointed to attend to that

business, whereupon. Manning Force, John Potts, and

Solomon Higgins, weic appointed by the President for that

purpose.

A list of resolutions was moved by brother Early and

seconded by brother Hammett, which after being read, was

ordered to be laid on the table until a communication be

made from the bishops.

On motion the conference voted to have an afternoon ses-

sion, and that when we adjourn, we adjourn to meet at three

o'clock, P. M.
Conference then adjourned to meet at three o'clock, P. M.

Tuesday Afternoon.

Conference met pursuant to adjournment. Bishop Hed-
ding in the chair.

The list of the names of the delegates being called over

by the secretary, it was, on motion, resolved, that we dis-

pense with calling it in future, unless it be doubted whether

there is a quorum present.

May 1.

Bishop M'Ken-
dree indisjios-

e<l.

8c(!retarie8 v.[i

pointed.

The IJiir.

Delegates from
Canada.

J. Crafts of tlie

liritisli Con-
nexion.

By-Laws adojtt-

ed.

Names of Dele-
gates to be
printed.

Rpsolntions sub-
mitted by
brotlier Early

Names of the
Dclcf;atcs not
to bo called.



364 Journal of General Conference, 1832.

May 1.

Committee to

appoint preach-
ers to till the
pulpits.

Bishops' Ad-
dress.

Resolations ta-

ken np.

Committee on
the Episcopa-
cy.

On the Itiner-

ancy.

On the Bounda-
ries.

On Privileges

and Elections.

Delegates to

choose, &c.

Prayer meeting,
&c.

On motion, it was resolved that M. Force, G. G. Cook-
man, and Joseph Holdich be a committee to select the
preachers who shall fill the pulpit in the several stations in

Philadelphia during the session of the conference in this
city, and to make the appointments to the several houses
of worship.

An address from the bishops was presented and read,
and, on motion, it was voted that there be three hun-
dred copies of it printed in connexion with the by-laws,
the names of the delegates, and the places where they re-
side during the session, and that the address, together with
the by-laws, be placed in the hand of the committee already
appointed on that business. It was also moved and carried
that Nathan Bangs be added to that committee.

The resolutions moved by brother Early were called up
and read, and the conference proceeded to take them under
consideration, separately and in order, and after several
amendments being offered, some of which were rejected
and some admitted, the following were finally adopted, viz. :

Resolved, 1. That a committee be appointed of one mem-
ber from each annual conference, to be denominated " The
Committee on Episcopacy," to whom shall be referred all

matters relating to the general superintendency.
Resolved, 2. That a committee be appointed of one mem-

ber from each annual conference, to be denominated " The
Committee on Itinerancy," to whom shall be referred all

matters relating to the itinerancy, to examine and report
thereon.

Resolved, 3. That a committee be appointed of one
member from each annual conference, to be denominated
" The Committee on Boundaries," to whom shall be refer-

red all matters relating to the boundaries of the several an-
nual conferences, to examine and report thereon.

Resolved, 4. That a Committee of five members be ap-
pointed, to be denominated " The Committee on Privileges
and Elections," to whom shall be referred all matters relat-

ing to the election of members to this General Conference,
to examine and report thereon.

On motion, the conference determined that the commit-
tees specified in the first, second, and third resolutions,

should be chosen by the delegates of the several conferences
respectively.

On motion, it was resolved that the devotional exercises

with which the conference is opened, shall, in addition to

reading and singing, include four prayers, to be conducted
in a conference capacity.

Conference adjourned until to-morrow morning at half-

past eight o'clock.

1
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 2.

Conference met according to adjournment. Bishop Hed-
ding ill tlie chair.

'rhe conference was opened by reading the Holy Scrip-

tures, singing, and prayer.

The journal was read and approved.

Tlie following delegates presented their certificates of

election and took their seats, viz.

:

From the Georgia Conference, Thomas Samford and
Lovick Pierce.

From the Oneida Conference, Horace Agard and John
S. Mitchell.

From the South Carolina Conference, Henry Bass.

From the Mississippi Conference, Benjamin M. Drake.

From the Philadelphia Conference, Lott Warfield,

William Leonard, Solomon Shnrp.

From the New-York Conference, John Emory.
From the New-Hampshire and Veimont Conference,

James Templeton, George Fairbank, and J. A. Scarritt.

Fiom the Baltimore Conference, Joshua Wells.

On motion the conference voted to reconsider the motion

of yesterday, directing that in addition to reading and sing-

ing, four prayers should be included in the devotional exer-

cises of the moining, and on being taken up for considera-

tion, it was withdrawn by the mover.

On motion, lesolved, that a prayer meeting be held every

morning in the conference room at eight o'clock, and that

as many of the preachers as can make it convenient shall

aftend at that hour.

A motion was made and carried, to reconsider the

seventh article in the by-laws, which article was amended,
and directed to be printed as amended.

The resolutions offered by brothei- Early, yesterday, not

being finished, were called up, and after being read and
amended, were adopted, as follows, viz. :

—

Resoied, 5. That a committee of five be appointed, to be

denominated " The Committee on Missions," to whom shall

be referred all matters relatinj; to missions, to examine
and report thereon.

Resolved, 6. That a committee of nineteen, one from each

annual conference, who shall be chosen by the delegates of

each conference respectively, be ajjpointed, to be denomi-

nated " The Book Committee," to whom shall be referred

all matters relating to the general Book Concern, to examine

and report thereon.

Resolved, 7. That a committee of nine be appointed, to be

denominated " The Committee on Education," to whom

May a.
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shall be referred all matters relating to schools and colleges,

to examine and report thereon.

On motion of Ignatius A. Few,
Resolved, That a committee of revisal of the Discipline,

consisting of nine, be appointed, to whom shall be referred

so much of the superintendent's address as relates to that

subject, to examine and report thereon.

On motion of Nathan Bangs, seconded by Thomas L.

Douglass,

Resolved, That a committee of seven be appointed to

take into consideration that part of the bishops' address

which relates to Bible, Tract, and Sunday-school Societies,

and report thereon.

On motion of Benjamin F. Crouch, seconded by Natlian

Bangs,

Resolved, That the Committee on the Itinerancy be in-

structed to inquire into the manner of building and securing

our churches and parsonages, to examine into the forms and

customs observed by the several annual conferences,

whether our rules are attended to, which require the men
and women to sit apart, and the seats to be free, and

whether or not the music and other devotional exercises in

our churches are conducted as the Discipline directs, and

report to this conference.

The following resolution was offered by D. Ostrander,

and seconded by S. H. Thompson :

—

Resolved, Tliat tlie Committee on piivileges and elections

be instructed to inquire into the propriety of electing sub-

stitutes to take the place of tlie i-egular delegates who may
fail. On motion the resolution was laid on the table to

give time for appointing committees. •

,

The following brethren were announced, as directed by

the resolution of yesterday :

—

On the Episcopacy.—P. P. Sandijprd, J. Lindsay, O.

Beale, J. W. Hardy, Elias Bowen, Abner Chase, William

Stephens, J. Quinn, S. H. Tliompson, J. Bowman, Marcu'«

Lindsay, A. M'Allister, W. M'Mahon, W. Winans, J. 0.

Andrew, W. M. Kennedy, J. Early, S. (x. Roszel, and K.

Cooper.

The following brethren were announced, as directed by

the resolution of yesterday :

—

.On the Itinerancy.—L. Clark, D. Fillmore, W. H. Nor-

ris, Jared Perkins, G. Peck, N. Tooker. Joshua Munroe, i.

B. Finley, C. W. Ruter, T. Striiigficld, William Adam<-.,

Joseph Edmonston, Robert Paine, William M. Curtis, An-
drew Hammill, Nicholas Talley, Henry G. Leigh, Josepli

Wells and Thomas Ware.

The following bretln-en were announced as directed by

the resolution of yesterday v—
On the Boundaries.—Samuel Merwin, Daniel Webb, J.



Jourrval of General Conference, 18.'^2. 367

Lord, B. R. Hoyt, George Harmon, Glezen Fillmore,

Charles Elliott, D. Young, James Armstrong, Thomas K.

Catlett, Benjamin F. Crouch, Jesse Green, Lewis Garrett,

Ebenezer Hearn, S. K. Hodges, William Capers, L. Skid-

more, A. Griffith, and L. M'Combs.

It was, on motion, resolved, that when conference ad-

journs it shall meet again at three o'clock, P. M.

Brother John Emory, our Book Agent, gave some notices

respecting books, &c., when adjournment was called for,

and conference adjourned until three o'clock, P. M.

Wednesdav Afteknoon.

At three o'clock, P. M. conference met according to ad-

journment, Bishop Soule in the chair.

The resolution offered by D. Ostrander and laid on the

table in the morning, was called up and passed.

On motion of J. B. Finley, and seconded by N. White,

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed as stew-

ards of this conference, to inquire into the expenses of the

delegates and report thereon.

On motion of S. G. Roszel, seconded by W. Hammet,
Resolved, 1. That a committee of seven be appointed to

take into consideration the conditions, privileges, and rights

of our people of colour, and report to this conference.

Resolved, 2. That the aforesaid committee take into con-

sideration the section on tlie subject of slavery, and report

wtat (if any) alterations ought to be made in the same.

On motion of J. Bowman, seconded by T. K. Catlett,

Resolved, That the committee inquire into the expediency

of the alteration of the section concerning slavery, shall

be also instructed to inquire into the proper meaning

of the clause in the General Rules concerning buying or

sellinw of men, women, and children, with an intention to en-

slave them. While this motion was under consideration, it

was moved that we adjourn, and conference adjourned until

to-morrow morning at half-past eight o'clock.
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TnUPtSDAY, MAY 3.

Conference met according to adjournment, Bi.shop Soule

in the chair.

The journal of yesterday was read and approved.

The motion offered by brother Bowman, which was under

consideration at the time of adjournment yesterday, was

nailed up, and on motion of brother Fisk, seconded by

brother Clark, the further consideration of the resolution

was indefinitely postponed.

It was moved by N. Bangs, seconded by William Capers,

that the Committee on the revision of certain portions of

the Discipline, be instructed to inquire whether any (and if
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any what) method may be adopted for the move equitable

apportionments of the avails of the Book Concern, and of the
Chartered Fund among the several annual confeiences, and
also whether the allowance now made to the supernumera-
ry and superannuated preacheis and their Avidovvs, may not

be adjusted upon a more equitable scale, according to the

time such preachers shall have served the Church as eflPect-

ive labourers, and to their circumstances. Carried.

On motion of L. Clark, seconded by J. W. Hardy.

—

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal be instructed

to take into consideration the fifth section of the second
part of our Discipline, and inquire what alterations (if any)
ought to be made in the manner of raising supplies for the

travelling preachers and their families, and report the same
to this conference.

On motion of W. Capers, seconded by N. Bangs, the fol-

lowing preamble and resolution were offered for adoption,

viz. :

—

Whereas, the collections for making up the allowances of

the preachers, and the widows and orphans of preachers,

have annually fallen short of these objects, and it is be-

lieved that a succinct statement, in the printed minutes,

of the deficiencies which occur, and the means furnished

to supply them, would have a favourable tendency, there-

fore.

Resolved, 1. That the fifteenth and sixteenth items of the

answer to the sixth question of section three, chapter pne
of the form of Discipline, be so altered as to read as follows,

to wit :

—

" 15. What amounts are necessary for superannuated

preachers and the widows and orphans of preachers, and to

make up tlie deficiencies of those who have not obtained

their regular allowance on the circuits ?

" 16. Wiiat has been collected on the foregoing accounts,

and how has it been applied ?"

Resolved, 2. That in making out the minutes of the an-

nual conferences for publication, the above question shall be
inserted, and fully and distinctly answered so as to show,

1. Who are the superannuated preachers, and Avidows and

orphans of preachers having claims on the conference, and

the sum to which each one is entitled.

2. What preachers, and on what circuit, are deficient of

their allowance, and the amount of each one's deficiency.

3. What has been collected on the circuits and stations,

naming also those, if any sucli there be, from which nothing

shall have been received or contributed by benevolent

societies or individuals, or drawn from the Book Concern
and Chartered Fund to meet the claims, and

4. The sums appropriated severally to the claimants, and

the amount of each individual's final deficiency.
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Resolved, 3. That the bishops be, and hereby are, request-

ed, to cause a copy of the second of these resolutions to be

entered on the journal or placed on the file of each of the

annual conferences without delay. Laid on the table.

On motion of John Emory, seconded by John Howard,
Resolred, That afler to-morrow not more than one hour

per day shall be allowed for the consideration of resolutions

for the leference of subjects to committees.

On motion of D. Ostrander, seconded by H. Agard,

Resolved, Tiiat not moie than one hour per day be

allowed for receiving and reading petitions and memorials.

On motion of W. Fisk, seconded by Andrew Hamill,

Resolred, That when a resolution to instruct a committee

be concisely stated by the mover, it be put without de-

bate, except where the reference refers to constitutional

questions.

On motion of Peter P. Sandford, seconded by Henry
Boehm,

Resolved, That the fourth paragraph of the twentieth

section, first part of the Discipline, viz., on local preachers,

be amended by adding the following after the words

"local preachers," "or where local preachers cannot be

obtained, exhorters or class leaders ;" and also by striking

out the word "exact," afler the words "cause," and
" minutes." Laid on the table.

On motion of S. G. Iloszel, seconded by P. P. Sandford,

Resolved, That a committee of seven, to be denominated
" The Committee on Temperance," be appointed, who
shall take into consideration the section of our Discipline

respecting the retailing of ardent spirits, and to whom me-
morials, petitions, and all matters respecting the manufac-

ture and use of ardent spirits shall be referred, and that

they report to this conference.

The Committee on the Book Concern was announced, as

directed by a former resolution, viz. :

—

D. Ostrander, W. Fisk, B. Jones, J. F. Adams, John
Dempster, John Copeland, A. Brunson, G. R. Jones, Allen

Wiley, S. Patton, M. lluter, A. M'AUister, Robert Paine,

B. M. Drake, L. Pierce, H. Bass, W. A. Smith, J. M. Han-
son, and Joiin Kennaday.
On motion of VV. Fisk, seconded by N. Bangs, the con-

ference voted to have an afternoon session, to meet at three

o'clock.

On motion of George Peck, seconded by P. P. Sandford,

resolved that the Committee on Revisals be instructed to

take into consideration those parts of the Discipline which

relate to the receiving and trying of members, and to the

ordinances of baptism and the Lord's supper, and to

inquire whether any, and if any, what alterations may be

desirable touching these points, and to report thereon.
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On motion of Samuel K. Hodges, seconded by John
Howard :

—

Resolved, That the committee of revision be instructed to

report such amendment to our rules as shall authorize tlie

continuance of missionaries to the people of colour, and

missionaries on foreign "stations, for more than two years,

and place them on the same footing as missionaries to the

Indians.

On motion of S. H. Thompson, seconded by C. Leach :

Resolved, That the 20th day of this month be the last

day that this conference will sit.

On motion it was laid on the table to be called up by the

mover at a future time.

On motion of Thomas Griffin, seconded by S. Patton, the

following preamble and resolution were presented for

adoption, viz. :

—

Whei-eas, there is a diversity of opinion among ourselves

and our people, and it is to be feared there is a strong ten-

dency among ourselves and our charges to a conformity to

the world on the subject of dress, therefore,

Resolved, That tlie Committee on Itinerancy be request-

ed to examine into the subject and report. Carried.

On motion of William Hammett, seconded by L. Pierce :

Resolved, That the Committee on Revision be instructed

to inquire into the expediency of so amending section nine,

article nine, part first of the Discipline, as to insert after the

word " circuits" the following, viz., "and stations, keeping

the names of all local elders, deacons, and preachers, properly

distinguished, in a separate column," and report thereon.

On motion of E. Cooper, seconded by M. Force :

—

Resolved, That Josepli Rusling, B. Weed, and H. G.

King, preachers in charge at our sevei'al Churches within

the liberties of Philadelphia, be added to the committee for

appointing the preachers to fill the several pulpits whicl\

are open to have preaching by our brethren during the ses-

sion of the General Conference.

The following communication was presented and read, viz :

Communication
from Associat-

ed M. Church.

To the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal

Church.

At a meeting of the Boaid of Trustees of the First As-

sociated Church of the city of Philadelphia, held on the

night of the 30th of April, 1832,—
Resolved, That the Genei-al Conference of the Methodist

Episcopal Church be respectfully requested to favour this

Church with pulpit services on Sabbath days during the

session of that body. Signed by order of the trustees,

John Smith, Superintendent.

I. Wkvxo's. President,

S. P. Cropper, Secretary.
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A motion was made to refer the communication to the

committee appointed to superintend the pulpit exercises,

and while under consideration an adjournment was called

for, and conference adjourned until three o'clock, P. M.

Thursday Afternoon.

At three o'clock, P. M., conference met according to ad-

journment, Bishop Hedding in the chair.

The communication under consideration at the time of

adjournment was called for, and the motion to refer it with-

drawn.

A motion was then made that the petitioners be pei-mit-

ted to withdraw it. Carried.

A petition from the New-York Conference, requesting a

division of their conference, <fec., was presented, read, and

referred to the Committee on Boundaries.

A communication from the managers of the Missionary

Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, containing

several resolutions, was presented, read, and referred to the

Committee on Missions.

A report of the Missionary Society of the Methodist

Episcopal Church was presen^ted, read, and referred to the

Committee on Missions.

The resolutions of the New-York Conference, respecting

the restrictive regulations, together with the concurrence of

the New-England, Maine, and New-Hampshire Conferences,

were presented, read, and referred to the Committee on

Itinerancy. ^

A memorial and petition from the New-England Con-

ference on the subject of building meeting-houses with

pews, &c., was presented and read, and on motion referred

to a committee of nineteen, one from each annual confer-

ence, to be denominated "The Committee on Building and

Occupying Houses of Worship," to be chosen by the

delegates of the conferences respectively.

A memorial from the Maine Annual Conference on the

subject of building churches, (fee, was presented and refer-

red to the committee on building cliurches, <fec.

The following memorials on spirituous liquors, tempe-

rance, (fee, wei e presented to conference, with a short state-

ment of their contents, showing that they were in favour of

temperance, and opposed to the vice of intemperance, and
on motion were severally referred to the Committee on

Temperance, viz. :—A memorial from Hebron circuit

;

from Newtown circuit ; from Somerset district ; from Kent's

Hill station ; from the students of Bowdoin College ; from

Baltimore Society ; from the officers and students of the

Maine Wesleyan Seminary ; from members within the

Maine Annual Conference ; from Frankford circuit ; from

the New- Hampshire and Vermont Conference; from

Mays.
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May 3.

Conforence to

meet in St
George's.

Onondaga ; from Penfield ciixuit ; from Lewistown circuit

;

from Woodfield circuit ; from Canton circuit ; from Steuben-
ville ; from Cross Creek circuit ; from New Lisbon circuit;

from Hamilton circuit ; from members of the Methodist

Episcopal Church in the state of Ohio ; from Jefferson cir-

cuit ; from the Lewistown circuit quarterly meeting ; from
Annamessex circuit ; from the Baltimore city station, and

from New-York.
On motion of William Capers, seconded by Thomas L.

Douglass, resolved that the conference meet to-morrow,

and hold their session in St. George's Church.

And conference adjourned until to-morrow morning at

half-past eight o'clock.
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FEIDAY, MAY 4.

Conference met in St. George's, according to adjourn-

ment, Bishop Roberts in the chair.

On motion of E. Cooper, it was resolved, that the side-

pipes of the stove designate the line across the house,

which shall be considered the bar of the conference.

On motion of Joseph L. Tomlinson it was resolved that

a committee of three be appointed to select a more suita-

ble place for the conference to sit in, and Manning Force,

John Potts, and John Lord were appointed for the purpose.

On motion of N. Bangs, seconded by S. G. Roszel, it

was resolved, that whenever a petition or memorial is pre-

sented, and the reading is called for and objected to by
any member, the question shall be taken without debate.

The following committees were announced by the presi-

dent, namely :

—

On Elections and Privileges.—G. Pickering, John Heus-
tis, J. Stamper, C. Betts, and N. Wilson.

On Education.—J. Emory, R. Paine, C. Baker, Z. Pad-
dock, J. Waterman, I. A. Few, W. Hammet, Willam Ham-
ilton, and J. Potts.

On Missions.—N. Bangs, J. Y. Wright, F. A. Owen, G.

Lock, and J. Howard.
On Revision of Discipline.—T. Merritt, T. Spicer, H.

Agard, W. B. Mack, W, H. Raper, J. Gumming, C.

Leach, J. Davis, and H. Boehm.
A memorial from the managers of the Bible, Sunday

School, and Tract Society, was presented and referred to

the Committee on Bible, Tract, and Sunday-School Societies.

Petitions from Haverstraw circuit and Duck Spring society

were presented and referred to tlie Committee on Boundaries.

On motion of George M'Nelly, seconded by M. Lindsay,

it was resolved, tliat tlie following proviso be appended to

the section on boundaries of the annual conferences, viz. :

—

Provided, nevertheless, where any society shall be found

1
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to be inconveniently situated with reference to the confer-

ence, within the bounds of which it may be embraced,

such society may, by mutual agreement of the preachers

immediately concerned in such arrangement, be attached

to that conferencQ to which it is most convenient, if it be the

wish of a majorit)' of the membei's thereof. Referred to the

Committee on Boundarie>.

The Committee on Building and Occupying Houses was
announced by the president, viz. :—P. Rice, W. Fisk, J.

Lord, E. Wells, Z. Paddock. J. Heustis, J. Waterman, T.

A. Morris, G. Locke, G. Ekin, P. Akers, J. Green, J. W.
Holland, T. Griffin, E. Sinclair, S. Dunwody, Thomas
Crowder, David Steele and Henry White.

David Hutchinson to supply the place of J. Lord on the

Committee on Boundaries.

An address from the delegates of the Methodist Episcd-

pal Church of Canada was presented and read, and on
motion, that part of it relating to the Book Concern was
referred to the Committee on the Book Concern, and that

part of it relating to missions refeired to the Committee on
Missions.

An address from sundry members of the Methodist Epis-

copal Church in Philadelphia was presented, and referred

to the Committee on Building and Occupying Houses of

Worship.

On motion of H. G. Leigh, seconded by N. Bangs, it

was resolved, that the second section of the second cliapter

of the Disciphne be so amended as to read, " indulging

sinful tempers, words, buying or selling lottery tickets, or

disobedience to the order and discipline of the Ciiurch, &c.

Ordered to lie on the table.

On motion of W. A. Smith, seconded by William

Winans, it was resolved, that the following question and
answer be inserted before the seventh question in the third

section of the Discipline concerning annual conferences,

viz. :

—

Question.—What shall be the duty and authority of

the annual conferences in orantincj locations to their

members ?

Anmver.—They shall have authority to grant a location

to a member by giving a certificate thereof, signed by the

president of the conference, when the conferences are per-

suaded that the necessity for such a one to cease travelling

under their direction is sufficiently clear to absolve him
from his obligation to devote himself wholly to the work,

given in his vows of ordination. Ordered to lie on the

table.

On motion of H. Slicer, seconded by H. B. Bascom, it

was resolved, that the whole Discipline be committed to the

Committee on Revision, to e.xamine and report wluit
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changes (if any) are necessary to be made. Ordered to lie

on the table.

On motion of J. Clarke, seconded by A. Brunson, it was
resolved, that the following be appended to the resolution

oflered by W. A. Smith, on locations, (fec._ :
" And second,

to locate any member when, in the judgment of a majority

of two-thirds of the conference the interests of the Church
require such a location. Ordered to lie on the table.

On motion of G. R. Jones, seconded by R. Bigelow, it

was resolved, that the Committee on the Revisal of the Dis-

cipline b§ instructed to inquire into the propriety of adding,

at the close of the eighteenth section of our Discipline, the

following clause :
" And in such forms of trial and expul-

sion, the person expelled shall have no privileges of

society or sacraments in our churches without confession,

contrition, on proper trial.

On motion of L. Swormstedt, seconded by G. F. Wright,

it was resolved, that the Committee on Revisal be instruct-

ed to take into consideration the rules on the subject of ex-

cluding members for the neglect of class-meetings, (see

Discipline, page 80, question 5,) and report what amend-
ments (if any) be necessary in the above rules.

On motion of W. H. Norris, seconded by C. Baker, it

was resolved, that the Committee on Revisal be instructed

to inquire whether any, and if anj', what additional provision

is necessary for the procuring, keeping and preserving of

permanent Church records in all our circuits and stations,

and report to this conference.

An address from several brethren, requesting an explana-

tion on certain parts of our Discipline was presented, read

in part, and referred to the Committee on Revisal.

On motion, resolved, that an addition of four members
be added to the Committee on Education.

The following delegates appeared, duly accredited as

members, and took their seats, viz. : Benjamin Griffen, Coles

Carpenter, Jonathan Heustis, Joseph Ly brand, Martin

P. Parks, G. Gary, Dan Barnes, Lewis Pease.

The following memorials on spirituous liquors, tempe-

rance, &c., were presented and referred to the Committee
on Temperance, viz.:

—

From the official members of New-York district ; from
official members of Middlebury district ; from official mem-
bers of Providence district ; from Boston district ; from
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Maine Con-
fei'ence; from Orrington circuit; from Danville station;

from Craftsbury circuit; from the Ithaca station, from
Hartford circuit ; from Warfield circuit ; from Newark sta-

tion ; from Lyon's circuit ; from Crooked Lake circuit

;

from Somerset circuit ; from Lancaster district ; from Athens
Greek Circuit ; from Mount Vernon circuit ; from Columbus
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station ; from Cincinnati ; from W;iyne circuit ; from Sim-

dusky circuit ; from Wyandolt and Fort Finley missions
;

from Brunswick ; from lliery circuit ; from Norway circuit

;

from Mansfield circuit; from Wayne circuit, Illinois Con-

fer<^nce ; from Madison district ; from Giove circuit ; from

Christiansburg circuit ; from members of the Metl^odist

Episcopal Ciiurch in the city of New-York and its vicinity
;

from Waynesborough ; seven petitions from Philadel])hia

district ; two memorials from Patterson and its vicinity ; one

from Rochester ; from Buffalo ; from Lima and its vicinity

;

from Brockport ; from the Pittsburg Conference, and from

Youngville circuit.

On motion of J. F. Wright, seconded by W. H. Roper,

it was resolved, that so much of the bishop's address as

relates to schools and colleges, be referred to the Commit-
tee on Education.

On motion of J. Emory, seconded by J. B. Finley, it was
resolved, that the Committee on the Book Concern be in-

structed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing the

delegates of each of those annual conferences remote from

the seat of the Book Concern, to select one or two of their

own body whose likenesses may be sketched for the pui'-

pose of being engraved for the Methodist Magazine and

Quarterly Review, and that said committee, if they deem
such a matter expedient, designate such conferences, and

the number of likenesses from each recommended to be

taken.

The committee to select a more suitable place for this

conference to sit, reported that they could not obtain any

better place than St. George's or the Union ; and on motion

it was resolved, that when we adjourn we adjourn to meet

in the Union Church.

On motion of S. G. Roszel, seconded by N. Bangs, it

was resolved, that this General Conference request Bishop

Roberts to sit for his likeness, to be taken for the Methodist

Magazine and Quarterly Review.

Brother Hamilton informed the conference, that in con-

sequence of affliction in his family, he wished leave of ab-

sence until Monday, which was granted.

Conference adjourned until to-morrow morning at half-

past eight o'clock.
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SATURDAr, MAY 5.

to adjournment. BishopConference met according

Hedding in the chair.

The Journal of yesterday was read and appiovcd.

Bishop M'Kendree appeared in conference this moniing,

and delivered a short verbal congratulatory address to the

preachers, butf-om indisposition and weakness of body, not
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boing able to sit in the conference room he soon retired to

his lodgings.

Lewis Pccase, a delegate from the New-York Conference,

appeared and took his seat.

M. Ruter, W. Fisk, T. Stringfield, and B. N. Drake were
annoiiuced as additional members on the Committee on
Education.

The president announced the Committee on Temperance,
viz. : J. B. Stratton, J. Earlv, S. W. Wilson, H. B.'Bascom,
H. Smith, A. W. Elliott, and R. Burch.
The president announced the Committee on the Bible,

Sunday School, and Tract Societies, viz. :—N. Bangs, J.

0. Andrew, W. Capers, B. F. Lambord, J. Collins, G.
Morgan, and C. Pitman.

The president announced the Committee on the Rights
and Privileges of the People of Colour, viz. :— S. G. Ros-
zel, R. Tidings, J. Lybrand, B. Duvany, J. M'Ferrin, J.

Henninger, and J. Samford.

The president announced the Committee on the E.vpenses

of the Delegates, viz. :—W. Torbert, W. H. Norris, J. S.

Tomhnson, W. M. Curtis, and G. Gray.
A paper containing a preamble and resolutions on the

subject of weekly class collections, signed by John Clark,

was presented, read, and referred to the Committee on
Itinerancy.

Ignatius H. Tackett having appealed from the decision

of the Pittsburg Conference, the papers relating to the

subject were presented to conference, and on motion, resolv-

ed, that the business be made the oi'der of the day for next

Tuesday, and that the conference then sit with closed doors.

A plan suggested b}' Samuel Williams, of Cincinnati, for

publishing a Methodist Almanac, and respectfully sub-

mitted to the consideration of this General Conference,

was presented and read, and on motion, referred to the

Committee on the Book Concern.

On motion of A. Brunson, seconded by A. Griffith, it

was resolved, that the fifth paragraph, section twenty of

chapter one of our form of Discipline, relating to the

preachers, shall be so amended as to add after the word
" expelled," the words, " or shall withdraw from our
Church ;" and after the words " pi'esident of the," be added
the words, " district or quarterly conference, or the preacher

in charge of the circuit or station." The rule will then read

as follows, viz. :—" When a local elder or deacon shall

be expelled, or shall withdraw from our Church, the presi-

dent of the district or quarterly conference, the preacher

in charge of the circuit or station shall require of him the

credentials of his ordination, &c." Ordered to lie on the

table.

On motion of S. Merwin, seconded by Richard Tidings,
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it was rosolvcd, that part second, section seven of the form
of Discipline, pages 182, ;i83,on the subject of printinjr and
circulation of books, be amended by expunging the clause,
' No General Book-Steward or Editor in the Book Concern
shall serve in that department for moie than eight years

successively." Ordered to lie on the table.

On motion of J. Waterman, seconded by D. Young, it was
resolved, that the Committee on the Discipline be instructed

to alter that part of the Discipline by which appeals are reg-

ulated, (if any alteration be necessary,) so that no member
or preacher be allowed an appeal, except in cases of expul-

sion. Ordered to lie on the table.

The resolution offered by P. P. Sandford, on Wednesday,
2d, and laid on the table, was called up and taken under
consideration. William Capers proposed the following

amendment, which was admitted by the mover of the reso-

lution, viz., amend the resolution so as to put it at the dis-

cretion of the preacher in charge, where the full number of

local preachers cannot be obtained, for the committee to

nominate exhorters or leaders, and upon the acceptance of

such nomination by the accused person, and not otherwise,

such exhorters or leaders shall be put on the committee.

The discussion of this subject continued until time to ad-

journ, when, on motion, it was resolved to continue, the ses-

sion until a communication from the bishops to the confer-

ence could be read, and notices given concerning thelabouis

of the approaching Sabbath.

A communication from the bishops was presented and
read, and on motion, referred to the Committee on the

Itinerancy.

The appointments for the Sabbath were then published,

giving work to seventy preachers through the day and
night.

Conference adjourned until Monday morning at half-past

eiffht o'clock.

May 6.
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resolution con-
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from ttie Bish-
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- MONDAY, MAY 7.

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop Red-
ding in the chair.

The Journal of Saturday was read and approved.
The Committee on Itinerancy reported, that on examina-

tion of the journals of all the annual conferences, respectino-

the alteration of the restrictive regulations, as recommend-
ed by the General Conference of 1828, we find that the
subject was taken up by the New-York Annual Conference,
and concurred in by seventy-two votes against two—once
resolutions were passed inviting the several annual confer-

ences to concur in the same—which resolutions have pass-

ed all the annual conferences in full and due form, with the

May 7.

CoDnmlttee on
Itinerancy'*
report
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exception of the Illinois, where we find some want in the

formality, not sufficient, however, in the judgment of your

committee, to alter or set aside the principle. And we have

the assurance of the delegates from that conference that the

informality rose from the want of information, and not with

any intention to embarrass the true design of the said reso-

lution. Your committee therefore offer the following reso-

lution to the confei'ence, viz. :

—

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in

General Conference assembled, That the proviso at the

close of the article numbered six of the Restrictive Rules,

(see Discipline, chap, i, sec. 3, page 21,) be altered so as

to read, " Provided, nevertheless, that upon the concurrent

recommendation of three-fourths of all the members of the

several annual conferences who shall be present and vote on

such a recommendation, then a majority of two-thirds of

the General Conference succeeding, shall suffice to alter

any of the above restrictions, excepting the first article ; and

also whenever such alteration or alterations shall have been

first recommended by two-thirds of the General Conference,

so soon as three-fourths of the members of all the annual

conferences shall have concurred as aforesaid, such altera-

tion or alterations shall take effect." Signed, L. Clark,

C hail-man.

The Committee on Itinerancy, (fee, recommended the

following :

—

Resolved, That the article number two in the Restrictive

Rules be so altered as to read, " They shall not allow of more

than one representative for every fourteen members of the

annual conference, nor allow of a less number than one for

every thirty." Signed, L. Clark, Chairman.

Laid on the table and made the order of the day for

Wednesday next, 9th instant.

Petitions from St. Albans station ; from Beekmanstown
circuit ; from Norridgewock circuit ; from Adelphi circuit

;

from Chillicothe station ; from Phillipsburg circuit ; from

Granville circuit, and from Putnam circuit, on the subject

of spirituous liquors and temperance, were presented and re-

ferred to the Committee on Temperance.
The following resolution of the New-York Conference

was presented and read, viz. :

—

Resolved, That this conference, the New-England, and

the New- Hampshire and Vermont Conferences concurring

herein, request the General Conference to take the Wesley-

an University in Middletown, Connecticut, under their

patronage, and appoint the board of visiters for said Uni-

versity, according to the provisions of the Church ; and the

delegates to the General Conference aforesaid are hereby

directed and endued with discretionary power to negotiate

the arrano-ement with said General Conference.
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The above resolution was adopted by the New-York

Annual Conference, at its session iu Middletown, Conn.,

May 13tli, 1831.

S. LucKKY, Sccreturij of Conference.

On motion referred to the Committee on Educalion.

On motion of C. W. Ruter, seconded by G. Locke, it

was resolved, tliat whereas the Illinois Annual Conference,

at its late session, instructed its delegates to tlie then ensuing

General Conference to use their influence to obtain a divi-

sion of said conference, the boundary line between the

states of Illinois and Indiana to be made the line between

the Illinois and Indiana Conferences ; that the Committee

on Boundaries be instructed to inquire into the expediency

of dividing the Illinois Conference accordinjj to the above

suggestion, and report to this conference.

The resolution, together with the amendment, which was

under consideration at the time of adjournment, was called

up, the amendment was witlidrawn, and the original resolu-

tion was then taken up, and after considerable debate,

brother Steele moved an indefinite postponement. Carried.

On motion of J. Euly, seconded by S. K. Hodges, it was

resolved, that the form of Discipline be amended, p^ige 66,

chapter i, section 20, verse 4, by striking out " within the

station, circuit, or district." Ordered to lie on the table.

The resolution ottered by W. A. Smith, on granting lo-

cations, was called up, and after being debated, was lost.

On motion of J. Emory, seconded by II. G. Leigh, it was
resolved, that tjie Assistant Agent of the General Book
Concern be, and hereby is invited to take a seat within the

bar and express his views whenever he may wish to do so

on any question which may be before the conference bav-

in relation to the Book Concern.

On motion of N. Bangs, seconded by B. M. Drake, it was

resolved, that tlie Committee on the Itinerancy be instructed

to consider whether any, and if any, what modifications may
be adopted in the trial of tra\elling. preachers, so as to pic-

vent appeal from being brought befoie the General Confer-

ence.

On motion of W. Capers, seconded by J. Clark, it was
resolved, that at any time during a debate it shall be in

order for a member to move to take the vote on the reso-

lution or motion under debate ; and if he have a second, the

question shall be immediately put by the chair thus, " As
many as are of opinion that the vote on the main question

should now be taken, raise your hands ;" and if a majority of

two-tiiirds appear in favour of taking the vote on ti)e main
question it shall be put without further debate. Lost.

After publishing notices, kc, the conference adjourned

until to-morrow morning at half past eight o'clock.
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TUESDAY, MAY 8.

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop Rob-
erts in the cliair.

The journal of yesterday was read and amended.
Memorials from Fairfield and Piqua on spirituous liquors,

and in favour of temperance, were presented and referred

to the Committee on Temperance.
An address from the trustees of the Augusta College

was presented, and referred to the Committee on Educa-
tion.

On motion of B. M. Drake, seconded by N. Bangs, it

was resolved, by the delegates of tlie annual conferences in

General Conference assembled, that the eighth section of

the Discipline, answer first, figure three, be so changed as

to read, " It shall, be the duty of the bishop or a committee
appointed by him in each annual conference to recommend
a suitable course of reading and study to be pursued by
candidates for elder's orders in our Church. And the an-

nual conference shall cause such course of study to be
placed in the hands of each preacher concei-ned ; said

course of reading and study shall be divided into four parts,

suitable to the four years' probation required by the

Discipline.

At each annual conference the bishop shall appoint a

committee or committees to examine all who have not been
ordained elders on the studies of the past year ; and no one
shall be ordained deacon until he give the' conference sat-

isfactory knowledge of the subject recommended to him
;

nor shall any one be ordained elder until he satisfy the con-

ference that he has made himself acquainted with the sub-

jects recommended to him. Nevertheless, this rule shall

not prevent the ordination of a man for missionary pui'poses.

Laid on the table.

The appeal of Ignatius H. Tackett was called up as the

order of the day.

On motion of E. Cooper, resolved, that the door-keeper
be instructed to close the door of the conference room, and
to keep charge of it on the outside, and admit none but
members or those permitted by them to have access and re-

cess during the investigation of the appeal now befoi-e us.

The journal of the Pittsburg Conference, and the docu-
ments containing the testimony were then read.

The appellant, by his representative, (S. G. Roszel,)

stated the ground of the appeal. Several of the delegates

from Pittsburg Conference then spoke in support of the de-

cision, and the time for adjournment being come, it was
moved that we sit half an hour longer. Carried.

Brother Roszel then replied to the Pittsburg delegation.



Journal of General Conference, 1832. 381

and the time for adjournment being announced, tlie neces- Mays,

sary notices were published, and conference adjourned un-

til to-nioirow mornin<r at 8 o'clock.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 9.

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop Soule

in the chair.

The journal of yesterday was read and approved.

The Committee on the Book Concern to wliom was
referred tlie resolution concerning the procuring of likeness-

es for publication in the Quarterly Review reported the fol-

lowing, viz. :

—

Resolved, &c.. That inasmuch as any preachers who
shall supply the Book Concern with sketches of their like-

nesses, for the purpose of having them engraved, are e.\-

pected to obtain the sketches at their own expense, it is

expedient that the whole business be submitted to the man-

agement of the Book Agents, leaving them to select such

as are willing to bear the expenses, and, at the same time,

having some respect to the age of the preachers and the

time they have been in the ministry. On motion, the i eport

was accepted.

The Committee on Itinerancy reported the following-

resolutions, viz. :

—

Resolved, 1. By the delegates of the annual conferences,

in General Conference assembled. That with a view more

effectually to preserve the purity and give greater efficiency

to our itinerant and ministerial labours, this conference

recommend to the several annual conferences, th;it in the

examination of characters, Avhencver the name of a member
is called, he shall be questioned respecting his faithfulness

to the general duties of a travelling preacher, particularly

his attention to meeting classes, pastoral visits, instruction

of children, Stbbath schools, and Bible classes, and how far

he has laboured to promote the benevolent institutions of

our Church which are under the direction and patronage of

the General Conference.

Resolved, 2, &c., That the delegates from each annual

conference be furnished with a copy of the above resolution,

signed by the secretary of the conference, and that they

cause the same to be presented to their respective confer-

ences. Laid on the table.

The report of the Agents of the General Book Concern,

together with an exhibit of its pecuniary affairs, were

presented, read, and referred to the Committee on the

Book Concern.

The Book Agent from Cincinnati presented an exhibit

of the book establishment under his care, which was read

and referred to the Committee on the Book Concern.
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Stays.

I. H. Tackett'8
case continued.

The report in part of the Committee on Revisal was pre-

sented, read, and laid on the table.

The appeal of Ignatius H. Tackett, which was under
consideration at the time of adjournment yesterday, was
called up.

Brother Roszel made a few additional remarks by way
of reply to the delegation from Pittsburg Conference, after

which the evidence was again read, and a motion made to

affirm the decision of the Pittsburg Conference. Lost.

Conference adjourned until to-morrow morning at half-

past 8 o'clock.
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THUESDAY, MAY 10.

Conference met pursuant to adjournment. Bishop Red-
ding in the chair.

The journal of yesterday was read and approved.
The Committee on the Book Concern reported that they

had considered the subject of printing the report of the

Book Agents, which was referred to them, and are of

opinion that it is not expedient to print or publish the same,
and on motion, the report was accepted.

The Committee on the Episcopacy reported the following

resolution, viz. :

—

Resolved, by the delegates of the several annual confer-

ences of the Methodist Episcopal Church in General Con-
ference assembled, That we respectfully request our super-

intendents that one of themselves deliver a funeral discourse

on our venerable brother the late Bishop George, at such
time as may suit their convenience, dui-ing the present ses-

sion of the conference, which Avas adopted.

The report of the standing Book Committee of the Ohio
Conference was presented, read, and referred to the Com-
mittee on the Book Concern.

A communication on the subject of pews, enclosing a

five dollar bank note, from an unknown friend, was pre-

sented and read, and on motion, it was resolved that the

communication lie on the table indefinitely, and that the

money be put into the hands of the Committee on the Ex-
penses of the Delegates.

A report fi'om N. Bangs, Editor of the Christian Advo-
cate and Journal, &c., was presented, read, and referred to

the Committee on the Book Concern.

The business of the appeal of Ignatius H. Tackett was
called up as the unfinished business of yesterday, and on

motion, laid over, and made the order of the day for to-

morrow morning.

The report of the Committee on the Itinerancy, present-

ed on Monday morning last, and laid on the table, was
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called up and read, after which the delegates from Illinois

gave the following assurances in writing, viz. :

—

,
We the delegates from the Illinois Annual Conference,

do hereby certify that we do all cordially concur in the

above assurance. Samuel II. Thompson,
C. W. RUTER,

James Armstuong,
Allen Wiley,
George Lock,
William Shank,
Thomas S. Hitt.

The conference then proceeded to act upon the report,

and on putting the question the preamble was adopted

unanimously. The first resolution was adopted unani-

mously. And on considering the second resolution, it was
moved and carried that it be recommitted to the com-
mittee with instructions whicli were given by some of the

preachers verbally to consider and report.

On motion of W. Capers, seconded by J. Clark, it was
resolved, that we add the following to the rules of this con-

ference :
—" During debate it shall be in order for any

member to move for tlie decision of the question; and if

such motion be seconded, the president shall forthwith take

the mind of the conference upon it. If a majority appear

in favour of closing the discussion, the question under dis-

cussion shall immediately be put." Carried.

N. Bangs moved, I. A. Few seconded, that the Discipline

in chapter i, section 18, page G3, be so amended as to read

as follows :
" After which the conference from whose de-

cision the appeal is made, shall be permitted to respond

without interruption by one or more, not exceeding three

of its delegates, who shall have been appointed by said

conference to manage the defence of its proceedings in the

case, in the presence of the appellant or his representative,

who shall have the privilege of replying to such delegate

or delegates, which shall close the pleadings on both sides.

This being done, both the appellant or his representative, and

the delegates from the confeience concerned shall witlidraw,

and the General Conference shall decide." Laid on the table.

On motion of John Lord, seconded by Charles Baker, it

was resolved, that the Committee on Revision be instructed

to inquire whether any, and if any, what ^alterations are

necessary to be made in part first, chapter two, section

seven of the Discipline, " of bringing to trial, finding guilty,

and reproving, suspending, and excluding disorderly per-

sons from society and Church privileges," (sec page 87,)

and report thereon. Referred to the Committee on Revision.

On motion of H. Sheer, seconded by A. Hemphill, it was

resolved, that the word " retail " in the close of the twentieth
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section of the Discipline be stricken out, and the word
" sell " be inserted in its stead. Referred to the Commit-
tee on Temperance.

On motion of L. Pearce, seconded by E. Sinclair, it was
resolved, that the third question in the seventh section of

part first in our Discipline be so enlarged as to read thus

:

'• Provided, always, that when a preacher shall have pass-

ed his examination, and been admitted into full connexion,

and elected to deacon's office, but fails of his ordination

through the absence of the bishops, his eligibility to the

ofBce of elder shall run from the time of his election to the

office of deacon." Laid on the table.

On motion of N. Levings, seconded by F. Reed, it was
resolved, that the Rev. Dr. Fisk, of New-England, be

respectfully requested to deliver a sermon on Tuesday
evening next, on the subject of Temperance. Carried.

The motion made by William Capers, and seconded by
N. Bangs, which was laid on the table, on Thursday, May
8d, was called up and read, and after due investigation,

was adopted.

Conference adjourned until to-morrow morning at eight

o'clock.

May 11.
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FRIDAY, MAY 11.

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop Rob-
erts in the chair.

The journal of yesterday was read and approved.

Joshua Wells, Henry Smith, and Henry Boehm, obtain-

ed leave of absence until Monday.
On motion, the case of I. H. Tackett was called up.

Brother Edinonston moved that the vote to atfirm the de-

cision of the Pittsburg Conference be reconsidered, and after

several brethren had spoken on the subject, it was moved and

seconded that the question to reconsider now be put. Carried.

The main question was then taken up, shall it be recon-

sidered ? Lost, sixty-nine to one hundred and twenty-two.

The following resolution was then read by M. Ruter,

seconded by L. M'Combs :

—

Resolved, That the case of Ignatius H. Tackett, be refer-

red back to the Pittsburg Conference for a new trial, with

a view to an opportunitv for producing additional testimony.

Carried, eighty -four to seventy-five.

On motion, resolved that the secretary inform him of the

decision of this conference in his case.

The Committee on the Bible, Tract, and Sunday- School

societies presented a report, which was read, and laid on the

table.

The Committee on Itinerancy presented a report on the

subject recommitted to them, which was read and taken
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under consideration. On taking the question upon the

first resolution, a division of the subject was called for.

The question was then taken on the first part, as far as the

proviso, and carried unanimously. The question on the

proviso was then taken, yeas one hundred and twenty- two,

nays seventy-two ; consequently as there was not a majori-

ty of two-thirds in the affirmative the question on the pro-

viso was lost.

W. Fisk then moved to amend the report by inserting

the following resolution, viz. :

—

Resolved, That in any case w^here theie is a fraction of

two-thirds of the number fixed on, according to the rules

for the ratio of delegation, then, and in every such case, the

conference having such fraction sliall be entitled to a dele-

gate for such fraction, provided, however, that no confci-

ence shall be denied the privibge of one delegate for such
fraction.

It Wcis moved and seconded to amend this resolution by
striking out the word " one," and inserting the word " two."

Carried.

When the question on the resolution as amended was
called for, and before the question was put, L. Clark moved
to strike out that part of the resolution relating to the frac-

tions, which motion was subsequently withdrawn, and the

question was put on the resolution as amended and carried

by a majority of considerably more than two-thirds.

The second resolution in the report was then called up.

The question was put on it as far as the proviso, and
carried.

The time for adjournment being announced, the notices

for committees to meet, and the appointments for the Sab-

bath, giving work to sixty-seven preachers, were read out,

and conference adjourned until to-morrow morning at half-

past eight o'clock.

May 11.

Hallo of delega-

SATURDAY, MAY 12.

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop Soule

in the chair.

The journal of yesterday was read and approved.

The conference was informed that brother P. P. Sand-

ford had been under the necessity of leaving the city this

morning in consequence of affliction in his family.

Tlie Committee on Missions presented and read a report,

which, on motion, was laid on the table.

The Committee on Boundaries presented and read a re-

port which was ordered to lie on tlie table.

A further report of the Committee on Revisals was pre-

sented, read, and ordered to lie on tlie table.

Brother Blake informed the conference that he had re-
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ceived information that there was serious affliction in his

family, and begged leave of absence, which was granted.

The report of the Committee on Building and Occupying

Houses of Worship was presented, read and laid on the

table, to be made the order of the day for next Tuesday.

A memorial from Brush Creek circuit, and one from

Hallowell, in Maine Conference, on the subject of spirituous

liquors, were presented and referred to the Committee on

Temperance.

The following report was presented and read, viz. :

—

The Committee on Elections beg leave to report, that

whereas there has not been anything particularly referred

to them, that they have barely inquired into the legality of

the delegation composing this General Conference, and find

nothing incorrect. Your committee find, however, that

some of the annual conferences have been, and still are, in

the habit of choosing supernumeraries or delegates in reserve,

so as to have their proper ratio ; but as usage has establish-

ed the principle, we do not deem it expedient to make any

rule on the subject. Signed in behalf of the committee,

George Pickering, Chairman.

And on motion, the conference voted to concur therein.

An exhibit, containing an account of the Chartered Fund,

was presented and read, and on motion, referred to a select

committee of three members to examine artd report thereon.

An extract from the minutes of the annual meeting of

the Trustees of the Chartered Fund was presented and

read, viz. :

—

Extract from
the Minutes of

an annual
meeting of
the Trustees
of Chartered
Fund.

EXTRACT FROM THE MINUTES OF AN ANNUAL MEETING OF THE

TRUSTEES OF THE CHARTERED FUND, AC, HELD ON THE 4tH

OF JANUARY, 1832.

Whereas, some difficulty has arisen to the trustees in the

management of the fund under their charge, in consequence

of two items in the present act of incoi'poration, to wit :

—

1. In its title, which is, "The Trustees of the Fund for

the relief and support of the Itinerant, Superannuated,

worn-out Ministers and Preachers of the Methodist Episco-

pal Church in the United States of America, their Wives
and Children, Widows and Orphans," the same being so

long that cases have occurred where legacies have been left,

misnaming the fund, and that in consequence of which law-

suits have occurred.

2. The annual income being limited to five hundred
pounds in the original Act of Assembly, April 6th, 1791, it

has been argued before court, that inasmuch as the income

has exceeded the legal hrait the charter is legally void.

Whereupon,
Resolved, That application be made by the president and
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secretary to the General Conference, that if the trustees May 12.

shall deem it expedient to apply to the legislature of Penn-

sylvania to remedy these cases, that they may be author-

ized so to do, and to change the name of the Fund to

" The Chartered Fund of the Methodist Episcopal Church
in the United States of America," and to enlarge the in-

come as they may deem expedient.

Submitted by order in behalf of the trustees.

Thomas Sargent, President.

Joseph L. Inglis, Secretary.

On motion, conference voted to concur with the forego-

ing resolution.

A communication from the trustees of the Chartered

Fund was presented and read, certifying that at an annual

meeting of said trustees, held on Wednesday, 4th of Jan-

uary, 1832, the following nomination was made, agreeably

to the act of incorpoiation, to fill the vacancy in the Board
of Trustees occasioned by the decease of their beloved and
respected brother, the Rev. Lemuel Green, 1. Aquila A.
Browne. 2. Samuel Sappington.

The subject was taken under consideration, and the con-

ference voted to concur in the nomination of Aquila A.

Browne ; he is therefore declared eh-cted to fill the vacancy.

On motion, resolved, that the secretary be instructed to

inform the trustees of the foreffointj decision.

A memorial from a number of persons in Needham cir-

cuit. Providence district, on the subject of " secret societies,"

was presented, and referred to the Committee on the Itin-

erancy.

On motion, tlie report of the Committee on Revisal was
called up as the unfinished business of yesterday, and on

motion, was recommitted.

On motion, the report of the Committee on Revisal,

which was made the order oi the day for yesterday, was
called up, and taken under consideration, and the first item,

recommended an amendment by striking out the words

"give tickets to none," and inserting "let none be received

into the Church," was acted upon.

W. Fisk moved to amend the article by adding " and

have been baptized." Several brethren spoke on the amend-
ment until adjournment was called for.

Conference adjourned until Monday morning at half-past

eight o'clock.

MONDAY, MAY 14. Mayu.

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop Red-
ding in the chair.

The journal of yesterday was read and approved.

Melville B. Cox, from the Virginia Conference, presented

Petition on S'c-

crct Socieiioe.

Report of Com-
mittee on Ke-
visal.
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a certificate of his election as a sub-delegate, and is admitted

to a seat to fill the vacancy of brother Blake, who is absent.

. A memorial from Pittsfield on the subject of spirituous

liquors was presented, and referred to the Committee on

Temperance.

On motion, the unfinished business of Saturday was laid

on the table, and the report of the Committee on Bounda-
ries was called up for consideration. The whole of the

report was then read. The several parts were acted on

separately. A number of motions and amendments were

oflFered, some of which were out of order, some withdrawn,

some rejected, and some adopted, after which the whole of

the report as amended was adopted. The section in our

Discipline on the boundaries of the conferences will now
stand thus.

Section I.

Boundaries. Of the Boundaries of the Annual Conferences, SfC.

There shall be twenty-two annual conferences.

New-York. 1. New-York Conference shall include the New-York,
New-Haven, Rhinebeck, and Hudson River Districts, Hud-
son station, and Ghent and Lee circuits.

New-England. 2. New-England Conference shall include all the state

of Massachusetts lying east of the Green Mountains, not

included in the New-Hampshire Conference, and that part

of Connecticut lying east of the Connecticut River, and all

the state of Rhode Island.

Maine. 3. Maine Conference shall include all the state of Maine,'

and that part of New-Hampshire lying east of the White
Hills, and north of the waters of the Ossipie Lake.

4. New-Hampshire Confeience shall include all the state

of New-Hampshire not included in the Maine Conference,

that part of the state of Vermont east of the Green Moun-
tains, and that part of the state of Massachusetts northwest

of the Merrimack River.

5. Troy Conference shall include the Saratoga, Middle-

bury, and Plattsburg districts, and tliat part of the Troy

district not included in the New-York Conference.

6. Oneida Conference shall include that part of the state

of New-York east of Cayuga Lake, not included in the

New-York and Troy Conferences, and the Susquehanna
district in the state of Pennsylvania.

(ieneeee. 7. Genesee Conference shall include that part of the

state of New-York, west of Ciiyuga Lake, not included in

the Pittsburg Conference, and the Tioga, Loyalsock, and
Wellsborough circuits in the state of Pennsylvania.

Pittsburg. 8. Pittsburg Conference shall commence at the mouth of

Cattaraugus Creek on Lake Erie, tlience to Olean Point on

Alleghany River, thence eastward to the top of the Alle-

New-llamp-
sliire.

Troy.

Oneida.
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ghany Mountains ; thence along said mountains south-

ward to the head of Tygart's Valley ; thence to the Ohio

River so as to include the Middletown circuit ; thence to the

mouth of the Little Muskingum ; thence to tlin mouth of

White Woman River so as to include Wood field, Summer-
field, and Freeport circuits ; thence northwestward between

the waters of Tuscarawas and Mohicken to Lake Erie, near

the mouth of Cuyahoga, so as to include Teesbury and

Canton circuits ; thence down the lake to the mouth of

Cataraugus.

9. The Ohio Conference shall include the remainder of Ohio,

the state of Ohio, (except Elizabethtown,) and that part of

Virginia contained in the Kenhawa district, and the territory

of Michigan, except St. Joseph's and Kalamazoo missions.

10. Indiana Conference shall include the state of Indiana, Indiana,

(except so much as is included in the Illinois Conference,)

Elizabethtown in the state of Ohio, and the St. Joseph's

and Kalamazoo missions in Michigan Territory.

11. Illinois Conference shall include the state of Illinois, imnois.

and Paris and Eugene circuits in the state of Indiana, and

the Northwestern Territoi'j\

12. Missouri Conference shall include the state of Mis- Missouri,

souri, the Indian Mission and Arkansas Territory.

13. Kentucky Conference shall include the state of Ken- Kentucky,

tucky, except so much of said state as is west of the Ten-

nessee River.

14. Tennessee Conference shall include West Tennessee, Tennessee,

and that part of Kentucky lying west of Tennessee River

and North Alabama.

15. Holston Conference shall include East Tennessee, Holston.

and that part of the state of Georgia lying north of the Blue

Ridge, and also what is now embraced in the Tugulo and

Pickens circuits, and those parts of South Carolina, North

Carolina, and Virginia included in the Ashville and Abing-

ton districts.

16. Mississippi Conference shall include the state of Lou- Mississippi,

isiana, and that part of Mississippi lying west of the divid-

ing ridge between Pearl and Half Rivers, and thence with

the said ridge between Mississippi and Tombecbee on the

Tennessee River.

17. Alabama Conference shall include South Alabama, Alabama,

that part of Mississippi not included in the Mississippi Con-

ference, and West Florida.

18. Georgia Conference shall include the state of Georgia, Georgia,

(except what is embraced in the Holston Conference,) East

and Middle Florida.

19. South Carolina Conference shall include the state of South Carolina.

South Carohna, (except so much as is included in the Tugulo,

Greenville, and Pickens circuits,) and that part of North Car-

olina not included in the Virginia and Holston Conferences.
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20. Virginia Conference shall include the circuits situated

on the Yadkin River, and that part of North Carolina lying

north of Cape Fear River, except the town of Wilmington,

and that part of Virginia lying south of the Rappahannock
River, and east of the Blue Ridge, except Fredericksburgh

and Poit Royal.

21. Baltimore Conference shall include the part of

Virginia not included in the Virginia, Holston, Ohio, Pitts-

burgh, and Philadelphia Conferences, the western shore

of Maryland, except a small portion included in the Pitts-

burg Confoence, and that part of Pennsylvania lying east

of the Alleghany Mountains and west of Susquehanna
River, including Northumberland district.

22. Philadelphia Conference shall include the eastern

shores of Maryland and Virginia, the whole of the state of

Delaware, and that part of Pennsylvania lying between the

Susquehanna and Delaware Rivers, except so much as is

included in the Baltimore and Oneida Conferences, and all

the state of New-Jersey, Staten Island, and so much of the

state of New-York as now is, or at any time may be, in-

cluded in the Haverstraw and Hamburof circuits.

Resolution to

amend Disci-

pline respect-

ing the allow-

ance of the
%vive8 of Trav-
elling Preach-
ers.

Eesolution on
the subject of
petitions, &c.

Resolution on
the subject of
amending Dis-
cipline.

Resolution to

amend Disci-

pline.

On motion of G. Fillmore, seconded by Z. Paddock, it

was resolved, that the proviso which respects the allowance

of the wives of travelling preachers, found on page 167,

part 2, section 4, number 2, be stricken from the form of

Discipline. Laid on the table.

On motion of W. Fisk, it was resolved, that we will re-

ceive no new matter in the form of petitions, memorials, or

i'esolutions to instruct a committee after Tuesday the 15th

instant. Laid on the table.

On motion of A. Brunson, seconded by Ira Eddy, it was
resolved, that the following proviso be added to the sixth

paragraph of section twenty, chapter first, of our form of

Discipline, relating to local preachers, \\z. : "Provided,

that the annual conference may admit a local preacher to

ordination, who may have been a regularly ordained minis-

ter of some other branch of the Christian Church previously

to his becoming a member of our Church, when they see a

sufficient cause for so doing."

On motion of S. Luckey, seconded by A. Chase, it was
resolved, that to the section of Discipline, part two, section

three, answer to question second, page IGO, be added,
" which shall be done annually at the last quarterly meeting

conference of each circuit and station in the conference

year." Laid on the table.

Conference adjourned until to morrow morning at half

past eight o'clock.
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TUESDAY, MAY 15.

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop Rob-
erts in the chair.

The journal of yesterday was read and corrected.

The Committee on the Itinerancy presented a further

report on the subject recommitted to them, which was read,

and on motion, laid on the table.

The committee to whom the subject of weekly class col-

lections was referred, presented a report, which was read

and adopted.

The Committee on the Episcopacy presented and read

their report, which, on motion, was laid on the table, and

made the order of the day for to-morrow.

The Committee on Revisal presented a further report,

which was read, and on motion, laid on the table.

A memorial from Alexandria on the subject of spirituous

liquors was read and presented, and referred to the Com-
mittee on Temperance.

On motion, the report of the Committee on Building and

Occupying Houses of Worship, was called up as the order

of the day and read.

The resolution to alter the Discipline on page one hun-

dred and tifty-si.\, section two, part two, under question

one, by adding the words, " as far as practicable," was

taken under consideration, when a lengthy debate occupied

the balance of the session.

The following is the report of the committee to whom
was referred the subject of weekly class collections, refer-

red to above, and adopted by the conference :

—

The committee to whom was referred the subject of

weekly class collections, have taken the subject under con-

sideration, and beg leave to report the following resolutions :

Reaolved, 1. That this General Conference most heartily

approve of the eflforts which have been made in some places

to carry into effect the e.vcellent rule of our Discipline con-

cerning weekly class collections, and we consider it the

most feasible as well as the most efficient mode of raising

funds for the subject of our itinerancy.

Resolved, 2. That we recommend to the annual conferences

to take this subject into consideration, and pass resolutions

to recommend the subject to the people of their charge, and

to use tiieir influence to introduce the practice of weekly class

collections, as far as practicable, throughout their respective

bounds, especially in cities, villages, and popular parts of

their work.

Conference adjourned to meet to-morning at half-past

eiffht o'clock.
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 16.

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop Soule
in the chair.

The journal of yesterday was read and approved.
The Committee on Itinerancy presented a further report,

which was read, and on motion laid on the table, to be
taken up in connexion with the report of the Committee on
the Episcopacy.

The Committee on the Rights and Privileges of the

People of Colour presented a report, which was read and
laid on the table.

The Committee on the Book Concern presented a report

in part, which was read, and on motion, laid on the table,

to be made the order of the day for next Friday.

The Committee on Revisal presented a further report,

which was read, and on motion, laid on the table.

The Committee on Temperance presented a report,

which was read.

On motion of W. Fisk, seconded by L. Clark, it was
resolved, that so much of the report as relates to our
addressing our Church at large on the subject of temper-
ance be accepted, and that the same committee be
requested to prepare such address, and report to the con-

ference. Carried.

A motion was then made and carried to lay the report
on the table.

A memorial on the subject of building meeting-houses
with pews, from Baltimore, was presented and read, and
laid on the table.

A memorial on the subject of secret societies from Phil-

adelphia, and one from Dorchester, were presented, and on
motion, referred to the Committee on Itinerancy.

The Committee of Address was announced by the presi-

dent, viz., William Winans, Samuel Luckey, and William
Capers.

The Committee of the Chartered Fund was announced
by the president, viz. Samuel Merwin, Alfred Griffith, and
Manley Tooker.

A letter from the British Conference to the bishops was
read to the conference, by which it is understood that it was
not convenient for them to send delegates to visit us at this

General Conference.

On motion, the unfinished business of yesterday was
called up, and the first resolution made the subject of de-

bate until the time of adjournment.

Conference adjourned until to-morrow morning at half-

past eight o'clock.
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THURSDAY, MAY IT. May 17.

Conference met according to the adjournment, Bishop

Soule in the chair.

The journal of yesterday was read and approved, after

which Bishop Hedding took the chair.

Bishop M'Kendjee presented the letter from the British

Conference which was read yesterday, and informed the

conference that he considered the superintendents the

organ of communication from the Biitish Connexion to the

conference, and that tiie letter jias, therefore, presented to

u.-;, and that he considered it the business of the conference

to answer it.

Samuel Merwin addressed the conference in behalf of a

meeting-house in Clarkville, Oneida Conference, which he
informed us was subject to be taken on account of a debt

amounting to §235. On motion, a contribution was made
in the couferehce room to meet said debt, amounting
to $118.

The Committee on Itinerancy presented and i-ead a

report in part, viz. :

—

The Committee on the Itinerancy beg leave to report

that they are of the opinion that the General *Conference

cannot adopt any possible jneasure that would give relief to

the memorialists from Need ham circuit, and fi'om other

places, on the subject of secret societies, and the veiy at-

tempt might involve serious difficulties. The Committee,
therefore, beg leave to be discharged from further consid-

eration of the subject. The resolutions on dress, on build-

ing and occupying churches, have been taken up by other

committees ; we therefore beg to be discharged from the

consideration of these subjects. Respectfully submitted,

L. Clark, Chairman.
On motion the report was accepted.

A further report of the Committee on the Itinerancy

was presented and read.

An amendment was moved to strike out all that part

which relates to the Baltimore and Pittsburg Conferences.

Withdrawn.
On motion the report was then adopted, viz. :

—

The Committee on Itinerancy, after a patient and labo-

rious investigation of the various subjects which were com-
mitted unto them, have the satisfaction of reporting, that

the general state of the itinerant connexion is not only

favourable, but its future prospects exceedingly flattering.

The great Head of the Church has crowned the labours of

our ministry with almost unparalleled success for tlie last

four years ; and while our numbers in the membership and
in the ministry have been greatly increased, there has also
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May 17. been an evident advancement in Scriptural holiness, which
Report of Com- • r ji ^i , i • . /• •,•

> ^

inittee on itin- IS proiessedly the great object of our itinerant system.
Your committee have made special inquiry concerning

the modes of administration within the several conferences,
and examined the records of the same, and considering the
vast extent of country, the variety of customs and circum-
stances, the very complicated and conflicting interests em-
braced in our field of labour, it is truly a matter of surprise,

as well as solemn thankfulness to God, that the whole body
of the Church has been preserved, not only in unity of doc-
trine, but such uniformity of administration, manner of
conducting public worships and other usages in which the
distinctive features of Methodism have been maintained.

Your committee are happy to say they find no deteri-

oration from the spirit of Methodism in the annual examina-
tion of character in our conferences, but that great care has
been taken to preserve the whole body of the itinerant

ministry pure in faith and practice, in spirit, in Christian
simplicity, and in moral and ministerial integrity ; nor do
we discover any abatement of that laudable zeal and mis-
sionary enterprise which is so important to the existence
of our itinerancy, and which seems emphatically to say,
" We must take the world and subdue it to the cross of

Christ." Indeed, your committee have found very little of

which they can complain, and nothing to censure.

The reading of the Scriptures in the morning and after-

noon services, and the public use of the Lord's prayer is

generally practised, though not as uniformly as could be
wished, and in some instances the sacraments are adminis-

tered without using our prescribed and excellent forms ; but
in these things there has been an evident improvement the

last four years, and we are confident that a proper atten-.

tion to this subject in the annual conferences will shortly

do away all irregularity, and our public administrations

will become uniform, Scriptural, and edifying.

Improvements have been made also in the matter and
manner of singing in our congregations ; but this part of

devotional service requires the fostering care of the respect-

ive conferences, enjoining it on their own members to sup-

ply our people with our standard Hymn Book and the

Methodist Harmonist, and no othei-s.

While in the older parts of our country the work is in-

creasing on our hands by cultivating new fields of labour,

and occupying important towns and villages which hereto-

fore were either inaccessible or neglected for want of men
and means, our frontier and newly-settled countries have
equal claims on our attention, and call loudly on our Church
for a supply of efficient labourers in those part of our Lord's

common vineyard. In the opinion of your committee, par-

ticular regard should be had to the real wants of every
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part of our Church, and in the formation of districts, circuits,

and stations, the labour should be equalized as much as

possible, not only within the bounds of the same conference,

but, as far as practicable, among the several conferences.

In our temporal economy there has been a gradual ad-

y.ince in the annual supplies
;
yet much remains to be done

before the system of finance will be either uniform "or ac-

ceptable ; and as yet it is painfully unequal. Resolutions

have been presented to this conference which it .is hoped
will be happy in their etiects.

The distribution of our conference funds, small as they

have been, has generally been equitable, though we regret

to say that the Baltimore and Pittsburg Conferences have

continued to make tlieir dividend on the amount of defi-

ciency, and not on the amount of claims as directed by the

last General Conference.

In concluding the report your committee would say, that

it has been with no common degree of delight they have

surveyed the general state of our work, as well as the

minute and complicated parts of our great and most advisa-

ble system of itinerancy, wliich is so efficient in its free and
external operations of publishing the Gospel to the poor,

taking for its motto, " Go ye into all the world and preach

the Gospel to every creature." We can but view its adap-

tation to the grand enterprise of Christian benevolence,

which is to evangelize the whole world ; and it is gratifying

to learn that many of our annual conferences have officially

taken an interest in our Missionary, Bible, Tract, and Sun-

day-school societies.

Our itinerant system is not only missionary in its charac-

ter, e.x^loring the dark and dismal wastes of human wretch-

edness, penetrating the habitations of the poor, and tracing

out the abodes of misery, but it possesses in itself the am-
ple means of developing the resources of Christian charity,

and carrying into complete success all those benevolent in-

stitutions of our Church which arc of such vital importance

to her best interests.

The subjects of special reference to your committee are

reported, with such resolutions as were deemed proper in

the case. Respectfully submitted.

L. Clark, Chairman.

On motion of S. G. Roszel, seconded by A. Griffith, it

was resolved, that th^ secretary be instructed to furnish

each annual conference with a copy of the journals of the

last General Conference on the subject of dividing the

funds among the preachers at the annual conferences.

On motion of S. G. Roszel, seconded by T. L. Douglass

:

Resolved, 1. That a special committee of three be ap-

pointed to consider tlie propriety of adopting a rule to be
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inserted in the Discipline, the better to provide for the sup-
port of our superannuated brethren ; and also how they
shall represent themselves annually to the conferences to

which they belong, should they remove out of the limits of

their respective conferences.

Resolved, 2. That the same committee be instructed to

prepaid a form of license for exhorters and preachers, to be
approved by this conference, and to be printed in our Dis-

cipline, ia the section stating the duty of those who have
charge of circuits. Carried.

Resolutions moved by William Capers, seconded by H.
Bass, concerning the appointment of trustees, were offered,

and, on motion, laid on the table.

On motion, the unfinished business of yesterday was
called up and read. After some debate, the motion to take

the question was made and lost, ninety-four to ninety-four.

The debate then continued.

A motion for an indefinite postponement was then made.
A motion was then made to take the question. Carried.

The question on the indefinite postponement was then
taken and carried.

On motion, the balance of the report was laid on the

table, for the purpose of calling up the report on the

episcopacy.

The report on the episcopacy was called up and read.

On motion, the first article was adopted. The second
article was taken up, and a motion was made to lay it on

the table until the fifth article could be acted on. With-
drawn.

It was then moved to strike out the number three with

an intention of moving to insert the number tAvo. *

It was then moved, that when we adjourn we adjourn to

meet at three o'clock, P. M.
The motion to prevent further debate was then made

and carried.

The question was then taken, " Shall the number three

be stricken out." Carried.

Another motion was then made to fill the blank with the

number one.

On motion, the conference adjourned to meet at three

o'clock, P. M.

Thursday Afternoon.

Conference met according to adjo^jprnment. Bishop Rob-
erts in the chair.

The motion to fill the blank in the second article of the

report with the number one was taken up. Lost.

It was then moved to fill the blank with the number
two. Carried.

The resolution, as amended, was then adopted.
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It was then moved to reconsider the subject we have just

acted on so far as relates to the number. Witlidrawn.

The third resohition in the report was then taken up. It

was moved to a r.end it by striking out the words, " deem-
ed suitable for such appointment." Lost.

Tlie vote was then taken to adopt the third resolution.

C'arried.

The fourth resolution was then called up and read, and
llie report of the Committee on the Itinerancy, presented

yesterday, was called up, in connexion with this resolution,

and read. After which it was moved and carried, to lay the

report of the Committee on Itinerancy on the table, and
tiiat we proceed with the report on the episcopacy.

The fourth resolution was then declared to be in order,

which was read. A motion was made to strike out all that

pertains to the Colonization Society. Lost.

On motion, the resolution was tlien adopted.

The fifth resolution was called up and read, and after

debating the subject, it was moved and carried to lay it on
the table until the report on missions is considered.

The sixth resolution was called up and read. A motion
was made to amend it by adding the words " one hundred
dollars as the annual allowance of his travelling companion."
tvarried.

On motion, the resolution as amended was then adopted.

A motion was then made that the report be laid on the

table. Carried.

On motion of T. Merritt, seconded by T. Ware,
Resolved, That we will observe Friday, the 18th instant,

as a day of fasting and prayer, Avith a view to invoke the

divine direction in the choice of our superintendents provided

for in the foregoing report.

On motion of N. Bangs, seconded by W. S. M'Alister,

Resolved, 1. That the thanks of this conference are due to

the Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church
within the bounds of the Philadelphia Conference, for its

liberal and efficient exertions iti promoting the cause of

missions. And as it is desirable to concentrate as far as

practicable the energies of the Church in this great work,

this General Conference renews its request that the society

become auxiliary to the Missionary Society of the Methodist

Episcopal Church.

Resolved, 2. That the secretary of this conference be
directed to communicate this resolution to the correspond-

ing secretary of the above-mentioned missionary society

within the bounds of the Philadelphia Conference, with a

request that he lay it before the Board of Managers.

Carried.

Conference adjourned until to-morrow morning at half-

past eight o'clock.

May 17.

lieport of tti«

Committee on
Episcopacy.

Resolution on
day of fasting.

&c.

Rpsohitions on
the Missionary
Society of tlio

I'lilladelpliiii

Conference.



398 Journal of General Conference, 1832.

May 18.

Report of the
Committee on
Chartered
Fund.

Report on Epis-
copacy further

considered.

Leave of
sence.

Rules rescinded.

FEIDAY, MAY 18.

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop Rob-
erts in the chair.

The journal was read and approved.

Bishop Soule then took the chair.

The Committee on the Chartered Fund presented the

following report, viz. :

—

The committee to whom was referred the report of the

Trustees of the Chartered Fund, beg leave to state, that after

a careful examination of the accounts of the trustees of the

Chartered Fund, they find no error. Adopted.
On motion, resolved, by this General Conference, that a

vote of thanks be given to the trustees of the Chartered

Fund for their unremitting attention to the interests of the

institution.

The report on the Episcopacy was called up.

The seventh resolution was read, and on calling for the

question a division of the resolutions was required.

The question was then taken on the first part, as far as

the words " Book Concern," and it was adopted.

The second part of the resolution was then taken up,

and a motion was made to strike out the whole article.

Withdrawn.

It was moved to amend the resolution under considera-

tion by inserting after the words "sum of" one hundred
and twenty-five dollars. Adopted.
The eighth resolution was adopted.

The ninth resolution was taken up, and an indefinite

postponement was moved. Withdrawn.
A motion was then made to strike out all between the

words " committee" and "recommend ;" and after debating

the matter, a motion was made that the question on the

amendment be taken. Carried.
^

The question was then put and the amendment was lost.

The question was then taken on the resolution. Carried.

In consequence of information received of the severe in-

disposition of their families, the following brethren asked

and obtained leave of absence, viz., brotlier Merrill, brother

Levings, and brother Paddock.
On motion of I. A. Few, resolved, that the rule of this

conference by whicli the vote may be called for, and there-

by stop debate, be rescinded.

Moved that we take the question without debate.

Carried.

The motion to rescind was then taken up and lost.

It was then moved to amend the rule by striking out the

last member of it. Carried.

It Avas then moved and seconded that when we adjourn
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we adjourn to meet at three o'clock, P. M., with the special May 18.

object of acting on the Canada business.

Conference adjourned until three o'clock, P. M.

Friday Afteknoon.

At three o'clock, P. M., conference met according to ad-

journment. Bishop Hedding in the chair.

On motion, the Report of the Committee on the Book
Concern respecting the Canada business was called up.

Our brethren, the Rev. Messrs. William Chase, Franklin

Metcalf, and William Ryerson, were present, and produced

a certificate of their election as delegates to represent the

Canada Conference at this place. They were, accordingly,

introduced, and requested to take seats.

The report of the committee was then read.

A motion was made and seconded that it be adopted.

William Winans moved to amend the report by adding

the following resolution, viz. :

—

Resolved, 4. That the Canada Conference shall give to

this General Conference satisfactorj' assurance that that

part of the produce of tlie Book Concern which they shall

receive, shall not be appropriated to any other purpose than

for the benefit of the tiavelling, supernumerary, superan-

nuated and worn-out preachers, their wives, widows, and

children. Withdrawn.

The -afternoon was then spent in investigating the sub-

ject until time to adjourn.

The appointments for the Sabbath, giving work to sixty-

three preachers, were then read out.

Conference adjourned until to-morrow morning at half-

past eight o'clock.

Delegates
Canada
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SATURDAY, MAY 19. May 19.

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop Soule

in the chair.

The journal of yesterday was read and approved.

Bishop Roberts then took the chair.

A memorial from a number of brethren in Philadelphia, Petitions con-

on the subject of our preachers receiving the honourary

title of Doctor of Divinity, was presented and read. On
motion it was referred to a special committee of five to ex-

amine and report. Several other memorials and petitions

from other places, on the same subject, were presented, and

referred to the same committee.

The motion to fix on the day for final adjournment was

called up and amended by the mover :

—

Resolved, That this conference determine to adjourn on

Friday the 2oth instant.
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On motion of W. Hamraett, seconded by L. Pierce :

—

Besolved, That we will proceed on Tuesday morning next

to elect two additional bishops for our Church, as provided

for by a previous resolution of this conference.

The report on the Canada business was called up, and

after some remarks on the subject, D. Ostrander moved an

amendment, which was withdrawn.

Brothers Emory, Ryerson, and others addressed the con-

ference on the subject until the hour of adjournment.

Conference then adjourned until Monday morning at half-

past eight o'clock.

MONDAY, MAY 21.

Conference met according to adjom-nment, Bishop Ro-

berts in the chair.

The journal of Saturday was read and approved.

Bishop Soule then took the chair.

The Committee on the Book Concern presented a report,

which was read, and, on motion, ordered to lie on the

table.

On motion, the consideration of the report on Canada
business was resumed. The report was read.

Bi'other Case, one of the delegates from Canada, request-

ed that brother Fisk might be permitted to address the

conference for him, and in his place to give his views on the

subject, which was granted. Brother Fisk then spoke

forty-five minutes, and was followed in turn by brothers

Few, Ryerson, Emory, Waterman, Capers, and Roszel.

It was moved and seconded that we take the vote with-

out further debate. Carried.

The question on the first resolution in the report was
read. Lost, seventy-five to one hundred and thirty.

A motion was then made by J. Emory, seconded by Wil-

liam Capers, to amend the report, which amendment, to-

gether with the remaining items in the report, were refer-

red to a select committee of five to examine and report

thereon.

Conference adjourned until three o'clock, P. M.
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Monday Afternoon.

Conference met according to adjournment. Bishop Hed-
ding in the chair.

The select committee on the Canada business was an-

nounced by the president, viz., D. Ostrander, G. Pickering,

J. Emoiy, L. Clark, and Abner Chase.

The committee to whom was referred the memorials on

the subject of our preachers receiving the honourary title

of Doctor of Divinity was announced by the president, viz.,

J. Wells, T. Merritt, S. G. Roszel, I. A. Few, and M. Force.
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The committee to whom was referred the claims of super-

annuated preachers was announced, viz., P. P. Sandford, J.

B. Finley, and J. Early.

It was moved and seconded to reconsider the motron by
which the conference had determined to adjourn finally on

Friday, the 25th instant. Carried.

The motion to 6.v on tiie time for final adjournment was

then considered, and on motion, it was ordered to lie on the

table.

It was moved and seconded that we take up the report

of the Book Committee. Lost, seventy-nine to ninety-seven.

It was moved and seconded that we reconsider the vote

by which we have resolved to elect two more bishops at this

conference. It was moved that we take the question with-

out further debate. Cairied.

The question to reconsider was then taken and lost,

ninety-six to ninety- nine.

On motion, the report of the Committee on the Book
Concern was called up and read. It was moved that we
take up the resolution, item by item. Carried.

The first item was amended and adopted.

The second item was read. Brother Early moved an

amendment, which was withdrawn.

Conference adjourned until to-morrow morniug at eight

o'clock.
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TUESDAY, MAY 22.

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop Red-
ding in the chair.

The journal of yesterday was read and approved
Bishop Roberts tiien took the chair.

On motiun, it was resolved that a committee of five be

appointed to draft an answer to the letter from the Biitish

Conference, which was presented to us by Bishop M'Kendree.
On motion, the election of two additional bishops was

called up as the order of the day. Brothers Merwin and
Skidmoie were appointed by the chair to receive and call

out the tickets.

Two hundred and twenty-three votes were present, and
on counting the ballots, James Osgood Andrew had one

hundred and forty, and John Emory had- one hundred
and thirty-five votes, each of whom having a majority of

the whole number of votes the first balloting, were declared

duly elected.

On motion, the report of the Committee on Itinerancy

was called up.

S. K. Hodges moved to reconsider the vote by which a

fraction of two-thirds should be entitled to a representative.

Lost.
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The second resolution in the report was then taken up.

It was moved to amend it by striking out the part relating

to fractions. Lost. The question on the adoption of the

resolution was then taken. Carried, one hundred and

seventy-eight to three.

The third resolution was then read and adopted.

The fourth resolution was read and adopted.

The whole report, as amended, was then adopted by a-

unanimous vote, viz. :

—

The Committee on the Itinerancy beg leave to report the

following as tlie result of their deliberations on the subject

recommitted to them, viz. :

—

Resolved, 1. That this General Conference recommend to

the several annual conferences for their concurrence and

adoption, as provided in the sixtli article of the Restrictive

Rules, the following resolution to amend the second article

of the said Restrictive Rules :

—

Resolved, 2. That the second article of the Restrictive

Rules be so altered as to read :
" They shall not allow of

more than one representative for eveiy fourteen members
of the annual conference, nor allow of a less number than

one for every thirty
;
provided, nevertheless, that when

there shall be, in any annual conference, a fraction of two-

thirds of the number which shall be fixed for the ratio of

representation, such annual conference shall be entitled* to

an additional delegate for such fraction : and provided, also,

that no conference shall be deprived of the privilege of two

delegates."

Resolved, 3. That the secretary furnish each of the bishops

with a copy of those resolutions, and tliey are hereby respect-

fully requested to present the same to their several annual

conferences, or cause them to be presented at their next

session for their concurrence, and when the bishops or any

two of the bishops shall have ascertained that three-fourths

of all the members of the several annual conferences, voting

in the case, have concurred with this General Conference,

they shall certify the same, and cause such certificate to be

printed in the Minutes, and published three successive

weeks in the Christian Advocate and Journal.

Resolved, 4. That the ratio of representation for the next

General Conference be one for every fourteen, provided the

annual conferences concur in the alteration as above recom-

mended by this conference, and that the Discipline in sec-

tion three, answer one, to question two, on page nineteen,

shall thereupon be so altered as to read, " The General Con-

ference shall be composed of one member for every four-

teen members of each annual conference," &c.

On motion, the report of tlie Committee on the Book

Concern was taken up for consideration.

Tlie second article in the first resolution was adopted.
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The third article was read, and after some small amend-
ments were made, the article was adopted as amended.

The fourth article was read, amended, and adopted.

The fifth article was I'ead and adopted.

The sixth article was read and an amendment was pro-

posed by brotlier Finley.

Conference was informed that brother Templeton re-

quested leave of absence, in consequence of affliction in his

family. Conference adjourned to meet again at three

o'clock.

May 22.

Brother Tern-
pleto'h rcqueHts
leave of
Bence.

ab-

TcESDAY Afternoon.

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop
Soule in the ch-air.

A letter from Thomas Davis was presented and read, in

which he declares an intention to appeal from the decision

of the Philadelphia Conference, but could not get the

papefs on whicli his appeal was grounded.

On motion, the conference voted that he be at hberty to

withdraw his letter.

On motion, resolved, that the appeal of Thomas Davis be
made the order of the day for Friday next.

A communication from John M. Keagy, on the subject

of infant and early education, was presented, read, and
referred to the Committee on Education.

On motion, the unfinished business of the forenoon was
resumed.

The sixth article being under consideration, brother Fin-

ley's motion to amend was in order.

Brother Drake moved to lay the amendment and that

article of the report on the table for the purpose of consid-

ering some subsequent parts of the report. Carried.

The seventh article was read and adopted.

The eighth article as in the Discipline.

The tenth article as in tlie Discipline.

The eleventh article as \n the Discipline

The second resolution was read and adopted.

Tlie third resolution was read, amended and adopted.

Th« fourth resolution was read, amended and adopted.

The fifth resolution was read and acted on item by item,

the first item adopted, the second amended and adopted,

the third adopted.

It was moved that we adjourn to meet at eight o'clock

to-morrow morning. Can'ied.

And conference adjourned until to-morrow morning at

eight o'clock.
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WEDNESDAY, MAY 23.

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop Soul«

in the chair.

The journal of yesterday was read and approved.

Bishop Hedding then took tlie chair.

A further report of the Committee .on Revisal was pre-

sented, read and laid on the table.

The committee to whom the Canada business was refer-

red, presented and read a report.

Brother Early moved, that in future, Avhen a report is

presented, the secretary shall read it instead of the chair-

man of the committee. Can-ied.

The report on the Canada business was then read by the

secretary.

, The first resolution was taken up for consideration.

Brothers Case, Ostrander, Cox, Winans, Ryerson, Emo-
ry and others spoke on the subject. •

The previous question was called for.

Bishop Soule requested leave and stated some points.

Brother Ostrander moyed an amendment, which was
adopted.

The vote on the previous question was then taken and

carried.

It was then moved to adopt the resolution as amended.
Carried, one hundred and fifty-three to thirty-four. It

was then moved to adopt the preamble to the report.

An amendment was moved and withdrawn.

N. Bangs moved to take the previous question. Carried.

The question on the adoption of the preamble Avas then

taken and carried, one hundred and three to sixty-three.

On motion of A. Brunson, seconded by W. Arnold, an

amendment was proposed, which was adopted.

The Avhole report as amended reads thus, viz. :

—

The committee to whom was referred the business of the

negotiation with the delegates of the Canada Conference

on the subject of our Book Concern, having had the same

under their serious consideration, are of opinion that in

consideration of their former i-elation to us, and the fij^ndly

feelings and brotherly affections Avhich now exist between

the,two connexions, as well as in view of the hberal and

efficient support they have formerly given the Concern,

an apportionment of the property of the Concern ought to

be made to them. But as constitutional difficulties are be-

lieved to be in the way of such appropriation by tliis con-

ference, because they have not been instructed on the sub-

ject by their constituents, according to the proviso at the

end of the restrictive regulations, they beg leave to submit

for the adoption of the conference the following resolutions

:
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Resolved, (fee, 1. That if three-fourths of all the members of

the several annual conferences, who shall be present and
vote on the subject, shall concur herein, and as soon as the

fact of such concurrence shall be certified by the Secretaries

of thP several annual conferences, then the Book Agents
and Book Committee in New-York shall be, and they are

hereby authorized and directed to settle with the agents of

the Canada Conference, on the following principles and
preliminaries, viz. :

—

1. The dividend shall be made according to the propor-

tion that the number of travelling preachers in the Canada
Conference bears to the number of travelling preachers in

the Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States, in-

cluding in both estimates the superannuated preachers

and those on trial.

2. The amount of property to be divided shall be reck-

oned according to the first and largest estimate of stock in

the late exhibit of the Book Agents, namely, 1448,745 701,

deducting therefrom debts due from the Concern, annuities,

&c., estimated at $15,728 18, and the whole amount of the

publishing fund, amounting to $16,928 28, making a total

deduction (including credits to be allowed to M. Ruter and

C. Hollidav) of $35,178 77, and leaving an amount to be

divided of about $413,5G6 ^^.
3. That the Canada Conference shall receive a full pro-

portion of the unsaleable and saleable stock, and of the bad as

well as good debts, considering the stock and debts in

Canada that belong to the Book Concern as so much of the

dividend already paid, but to be estimated as forming a

part of the General Book Concern, according to the manner

of estimating the whole amount.

4. When the adjustment shall have been made according

to the foregoing preliminaries, it shall be deemed a final

settlement of all claims which the Canada Confei-ence

may be supposed to have on the Book Concern, or any

other funds or property of the Methodist Episcopal

Church in the United States, in virtue of their former rela-

tion to us.

Resolved, 2. That our superintendents be, and they are

hereby respectfully requested to present the foregoing pn;-

amble and resolution to the several annual conferences for

their concurrence, as contemplated in the premises.

The Committee on the Canada business presented the

following report, viz. :

—

The committee beg leave also to submit the following

resolution, viz. :

—

Resolved, That until the will of the annual conferences

shall be ascertained, and a final settlement made, the

Canada Conference shall receive the same equal annual

dividend of the profits of the Book Concern as heretofore.
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May 28.

Motion on the

subject of a
copy of the
resolution by
wliicli the dis-

solution of the

Canada Confer-

once from the
M. E. Church
in the United
States was ef-

fected.

Motion on the
subject of en-
tering report
of Committee
on General
Conference at
Pittsburg on
the journals of
this conference.
The report re-

ferred to above.

.A motion for the adoption of this resolution was made.
Carried.

On motion of P. Akers, seconded by
Resolved, That a copy of the resohition of the last Gene-

ral Conference, by which the Canada Conference w|^ al-

lowed to dissolve connexion with the Methodist Episcopal

Church in the United States, and also a copy of the acts

of this General Conference on Canada affairs, accompany
the resolution about to be presented to the annual confer-

ences.

On motion of S. G. Roszel, resolved, that the report of

the Committee on the General Conference at Pittsburg,

May, 1828, on the Canada business, be entered on the

journals of this conference.

The report was read, viz. :

—

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conference in

General Conference assembled, that whereas the jurisdic-

tion of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the United

States of America has heretofore been extended over the

ministers and members in connexion with said Church in

the province of Upper Canada, by mutual agreement, and

by the consent and desire of our brethren in that province ;

and whereas this General Conference is satisfactorily assur-

sured that our brethren in the said province, under pecu-

liar and pressing circumstances, do now desire to organize

themselves into a distinct Methodist Episcopal Church, in

friendly relations with the Methodist Episcopal Church in

the United States, therefore be it resolved, and it is hereby

resolved by the delegates of the annual conferences in

General Conference assembled,

1

.

If the annual conference in Upper Canada at its ensu-

ing session or any succeeding session previously to the next

General Conference, shall definitely determine on this

course, and elect a general superintendent of the Methodist

Episcopal Church in that province, this General Confer-

ence do hereby authorize any one or more of the general

superintendents of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the

United States, with the assistance of any two or more elders,

to ordain such general superintendent for the said Church
in Upper Canada, provided always, that nothing heiein

contained be contrary to or inconsistent with the laws ex-

isting in the said province ; and provided that no such

general superintendent of the Methodist Episcopal Church
in Upper Canada, or any of his successors in office, shall at

any time exercise any ecclesiastical jurisdiction whatever in

any part of the United States, or of the territories thereof

;

and provided also, that this article shall be expressly ratified

and agreed to by the said Canada Annual Conference, be-

fore any such ordination shall take place.

2. That the delegate who has been selected at this
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General Conference to atlend tlie ensuing anniuil confer- May 23.

ence of the British Wesleyan Metliodist Connexion be, and Tho same re

hereby is, instructed to express to tliat body the earnest ed!^
*"*"

""

and affectionate desire of tliis General Conference that the

arrangement made with tliat connexion in relation to the

labours oi their mis.sionaries in Upper Canada may still be
maintained and observed.

3. That our brethren and friends, ministers or others in

Upper Canada shall, at all times, at their request, be fur-

nished with any of our books and periodical publications on
the same terras with tliose by which our agents are regulated

in furnishing them in the United States, and until tliere

shall be an adjustment of any claims which the Canada
Church may name. On this connexion tlie Book Agents
shall divide to the said Church an equal proportion of any
annual dividend which may be made from the Book Con-
cern to the several annual conferences respectively

; pro-

vided that however the aforesaid dividend shall be appor-

tioned ^o the Canada Church only as long as they may
continue to support and patronize our Book Concern as

in the past. RespectfCiUy submitted as agreed.

W. FisK, Chairman.
Pittsburg, May 26, 1828.

On motion, the secretary is hereby directed to furnish

the delegates from Canada with a copy of the decision of

this conference on that business.

The Committee on the Book Concern presented a sup-

plement to their report, which was read and laid on the

table.

The report of the Committee on the Expenses of the

Delegates was presented and read, from which it appears

that the expenses of the delegates amounted to $12,713 50^,

the amount of receipts $7,42G 73, (to be added to Phila-

delphia Conference $32, and from Virginia Conference $13.)

Deficiency $5,222 l7i. The Committee do recommend
that the above deficiency be provided for, as heretofore, out

of the Book Concern.

Conference adjourned until three o'clock, P. M.

WEDXESDAy Afteunoon.

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop

Soule in the chair.

The report on the episcopacy was called up and read.

The fifth resolution was tiien taken under consideration,

and it was moved to strike out the whole resolution.

Carried.

A motion was then made to adopt the report in the ag

gregate. Carried.

As amended it reads thus :

—

Motion to in-

struct the sec-

retary to fur-

nisli a copy oi*

the decision of

this conrcrencf
to the (lclegat<-^

from CanadiL

Report of Coiii-

mitteo on Ex-
penses of Del-
ejrate^, stating

the amount of

expences, &c.

Report on eni'^-

copacy catlel

up, Sm.
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May 23.

Report of the
Committee on
Eplscopac}' as
amended.

Tlie Committee on the Episcopacy beg leave to report

:

1. That they have examined the administration in the
several annual conferences for the last four years, and find

that it has been correct and highly satisfactory, and there-

fore is entitled to the support and approbation of the Gene-
ral Conference.

2. In consequence of the lamented death of our beloved
Bishop George, the extension of the work under our care

and oversight, and the increase of the annual conferences,

it is recommended that we elect two additional bishops at

the present conference.

3. As it is considered by the committee an evil of no
small magnitude for the same preachers to be continued

from year to year in town and city stations, the superin-

ten'dents are respectfully requested to diversify appoint-

ments of this sort as much as possible among preachers

deemed suitable for such appointments.

4. As our charitable institutions, colleges, and semina-
ries of learning are continually increasing, and as th^Ameri-
can Colonization Society is rising in its claims on the Amer-
ican communit}', it is considered proper for our bishops,

whenever in their"judgment, and in the judgment of an an-

nual conference, it shall be found expedient, to appoint any
preacher as an agent to promote the interest of either or all

of these institutions

5. In consequence of the age and increased infirmities of

our venerable and beloved Bishop M'Kendree, it is recom-
mended that his present relation be continued, and that the

sum of $250 be allowed him annually for extra expenses,

and to defray the expenses of a travelling companion $100
for the allowance of said travelling companion, and tliat he

be authorized to draw this amount from the Book
Concern.

6. On examination it has been ascertained, that although

the allowance for the family expenses of the bishops has

been ample, yet it is found that Bishop Roberts is deficient

in his travelling expenses about $100, Bishop Hedding
about $50, and Bishop Soule about 8200, therefore it is re-

commended that these deficiencies be paid them out of the

avails of the Book Concern, and that $]25 be paid each of

them annually in part of their travelling expenses, and the

deficiency, if an}', be ascertained and paid at the ensuing

General Confei'ence.

7. It is recommended that the rule to estimate the allow-

ance of the bishops for family expenses be so altered as to

make it the duty of the annual conference within whose
bounds the family or families of the bishop or bi.shops may
reside to estimate the amount necessary to meet such

expense.

8. Considering the great extent of the work throughout
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this vast continent, committed to the oversight of the epis-

copacy, the committee deem it inexpedient to require each

of our bishops to travel throughout the wliole of their ex-

tensive charges during the recess of the General Confer-

ence, and theiefore recommend to the episcopacy to make
such an apportionment of the work among themselves as

shall best suit, in their judgment, most effectually to pro-

mote the general good.

Caleb Leach, having received information of the indispo-

sition of his family, requested leave of absence, which was
granted.

The report of the Committee on the Book Concern was

called up.

The sixth resolution was read, and a motion made to

amend it. Carried.

On motion, the resolution as amended was then adopted.

The seventh resolution was then called up and read.

On motion, an amendment was proposed. Carried.

It was (lien moved, by N. Bangs, to lay this resolution

on the tabl<% in order to take up the subsequent resolutions.

Withdrawn.
The blank Avas then filled with 82,000.

The resolution as amended was then read.

The qui^stion on its adoption was then taken and carried.

Conference adjourned until to-morrow morning at eight

o'clock.

THURSDAY, MAY 24.

May 23.

Report of Coin-
inittee on Epto-

coiiacy contin-
ued.

Leave of ali-

seuce grant«(]

to Caleb Loach.

Report of Coiii-

niittce on
Book Concern
called up, &e.

Different por-
tions of the
above consid-
ered and
amended, &c.

Blank filled

with .$2,000.

The question
was then ta-

ken and car-

ried on the
resolution as

amended.

May 24.

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop Red-
ding in the chair.

The journal of yesterday was read and approved.

Bishop Roberts then took the chair.

On motion, resolved, that the secretary be authorized to

call on the brethren for assistance in his work as far as he

may think proper.

The Committee on the Claims ^of Superannuated Minis-

ters presented a report, which was read and laid on the table.

A letter from Andrew D. Smith, stating the circumstan-

ces of a loss he has sustained, by books ordered from Cin-

cinnati, but which lie never received, and requesting relief,

was presented and read, and on motion, resolved, that the

case be referred to the Book Agents and Book Committee

in Cincinnati, with discretionary powers to settle with him.

A motion was made and seconded to reconsider the res-

olution providing for depositories of books in annual con-

ferences, and after considerable debate the vote to recon-

sider was taken and carried.

It was then moved to recommit the resolution to the

same comtfiittee. Carried.

Motion on the
subject of au-

thorizing the
secretary to

call on the

brethren lor

assisianoc.

Report of Com-
mittee on Su-
[lerannuatrd
Ministers, lai I

on the t.ibli'.

Letter fromA.I).
Smith conccrii-

iiiR lijss lie ii I'

RusUiiried h>'

books ordered
which lie never
received.

.Motion on Ihp
subject of n—
CDnsiilorinKthe
resolution pro-

vidiii); for de-

iiositorie.s f<ir

books in the

annual coufr-
ences.
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May 24.

Motion to take
up tlic suc-
ceeding resolu-
tions iu tlie

report or the
Book Concern.
The parts of the
atiove report
ri'coinmitted to

same commit-
iee.

Motion to re-

consider the
resolution in

tlie report con-
cerning three
cciitors In the
13()ok Concern.
Kepert of Com-
mittee on Bi-
V)le, Tract, and
Sunday-school
Societies called

up and consid-
ered.

Eesolutious re-

commended by
the aforesaid

committee.

It was then moved that we take up the succeeding reso-

lutions in the report on the Book Concern. Carried.

The resolution was then called up and read.

On motion, resolved, that this resolution, together with

those parts of the report which have relation to the depos-

itories be recommitted to the same committee, to examine
and report. It was moved that we reconsider the resolu-

tion in the report, by which we determined to have three

editors in our Book Concern. Lost.

On motion, the report of the Committee on Bible, Tract,

and Sunday-school Societies was called up and read.

It was then considered, item by item, and adopted, viz.

:

The Committee on Bible, Tract, and Sunday-school So-

cieties, having had the subjects committed to them under
consideration, beg leave to present the following report :

—

The support of the Bible, Sunday- school and Tract So-

cieties we xegard as vitally connected with the intei'ests and
prosperity of the Church of Christ, and therefore must be
attended to in all the departments of our work with zeal

and energy, in order to extend the kingdom of Christ as

much as may be among men ; and although considerable

has been done in these departments of religious charity and
Christian benevolence, yet it is thought that by a harmonious
and simultaneous action of all engaged in the itinerant field

much more may be effected. That this may be done to the

best possible advantage, the committee recommend the

adoption of the following resolutions :

—

Resolved, by the delegates of the several annual con-

ferences in Genei-al Conference assembled, 1. That we re-

gard the establishment of Bible, Sunday-school and Tract

Societies under our control, separate and distinct from
similar associations denominated national ©r American, as

highly expedient, necessary, and salutaiy, and demanding
the united support and hearty cooperation of all our

preachers, travelling and local, as well as all the members
and friends of our Church.

Resolved, &c., 2. That it be made the special duty of all

the annual conferences to adopt such measures respectively

as they shall see fit, to bring the objects of these societies

fully and pei-manently before the people of their charges,

so as to enlist the greatest possible numbers in this work
of charity, and to raise pecuniary means for its support.

Resolved, &c., 3. That the following amendments be in-

serted in our form of Discipline, viz. :

—

In section five, of chapter one, page twenty-eight, to the

sixth answer to question two, let thei'e be added the follow-

ing words, " and to promote by all proper means the

cause of missions and Sunday-schools, and the publication,

by our own press, of Bibles, tracts, and Sunday-school

books."
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In section nine, page 39, between the fouiteentli and
fifteenth an.-5wers, lot there be inserted the fulluwinir : "15.

lo encourage the support of missions and Sunday schools,

and the publication and distribution of Bibles, tracts, and
Sunday-school books, by forming societies and making col-

lections for thl'se objects in such way and manner as the

annual conference to which he belongs, shall from time to

time direct. 16. To lay before the quarterly conference

at its last meeting aimually, to be entered on its journal, a

written st i emcnt of the number and state of the Sunday
school in the circuit or station, and to report the same,

together with the amount raised for the support of missions,

and for the publication of Bibles, tracts, and Sunday-school
books to his annual conference."

In section tliree, page 33, of chapter 1, after the six-

teenth answer to the sixth question, let there be added the

following :
" What has been contributed for the support of

missions, and- what for the publication of Bibles, tracts,

and Sunday-school books ?"

In section seven, page one hundred and eighty-three,

part two, let the third item be so amended as to make it

the duty of the Book Committee in New-York to coope-

rate with the general editors of the Book Concern in the

selection of Sundaj^-school books and tracts.

Resolved, etc., 4. That there shall be a book, and the

Book Agents and Editors in New-York are hereby request-

ed to prepare such book as soon as convenient, in which

shall be laid down, in tiie most simple form, the best entire

system of Sunday-school teaching.

Brother Furlong requested leave of absence, which was
granted.

On motion, the report of the Committee on Missions was
called up and read.

The first item was adopted.

The second item was adopted.

On motion the report was laid on the table.

On motion of S. Merwin :

—

Resolved, That the committee appointed to prepare an

address to the people of our charge, be instructed to intro-

duce into the address an item, stating clearly and explicitly

the fact that the Methodist Episcopal Church as a Church
is in no wise connected with those societies of benevolence,

known by the name or denomination of National or Amer-
ican.

On motion, resolved, that we proceed this afiernoon to

fix on the place where we shall hold our next General

Conference.

On motion of W. Fisk, seconded by A. Hemphill :

—

. Resolved, That the bishops be and liereby are respect-

fully requested to attend to the ordinations of the bisliops

May 2 1.

Resolutions of
OoininiUeo on
Kible, Tract,
811(1 Sunday-
scliool Socie-
ties contiuued.

Leave of nb-

sence granted
to brotber Fur-
lonjr.

Report of Com-
mittee on Mis-
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&c.
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i'or the people
of our cliame,
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an item ciin-
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Bishops re-

quested to at-

tend to the or-
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May 24.

The places re-

questing the
appointment of
the next Gene-
ral Conference.

J. Early and M.
Enter appoint-
ed to collect

tickets. 211
votes present.

Cincinnati 116,
&c.

Eeport on mis-
sions called up,
&&

N. Bangs moved
an amendment
of Discipline.

Adopted.

elect to-mori-ow, the 25tli instant, at the close of the fune-
ral discourse to be delivered by Bishop M'Kendre'e, as

already notified, on the death of Bishop George.
Conference adjourned until three o'clock, P. M.

Thursday Afternoon.

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop Soule
in the chair.

On motion the order of the afternoon was called for.

The places nominated, and from which petitions were
sent, requesting the appointment of the next General
Conference to be with them, were Philadelphia, New-York,
Baltimore, Cincinnati, Louisville, and Rochester, New-York.

Brothers J. Early and M. Ruter were appointed to re-

ceive and call the tickets. Two hundred and eleven votes

were present, and on counting the votes Cincinnati had
116 ; it was therefore declared that Cincinnati was the place

chosen for the session of the General Conference in 1836.
On motion, the report on missions was called up and read,

and beginning Avith the third resolution it was acted on
item by item and adopted.

On motion of N. Bangs :

—

Resolved, That the Discipline, page twenty-five, section

four, in the answer to question one, be amended so as to in-

clude in the exceptions after the words, " missionaries

among the Indians," " missionaries to our people of colour

and on foreign stations." Adopted.
Conference adjourned until to-morrow morning at eight

o'clock.

May 25. FRIDAY, MAT 25.

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop Soule

in the chair.

The journal of yesterday was read and approved.

Bishop Hedding then took the chair.

The Committee on Education presented and read a

report.

A motion was made that so much of the report as

relates to the appointment of a committee be adopted.

Carried.

It" was then moved that it be referred to the same com-

mittee. Carried.

On motion, the balance of the report was laid on the

table.

Eeport of com- The committee to whom was referred the subject of our
initteo on the preachers accepting the honorary title of D. D., presented

preachers ac- a report, which was read. The subject was then discussed.

tie'^oT^D^D'
^^ indefinite postponement was moved. The debate was

continued. The previous question was called for. Carried.
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The question on the indefinite postponement was taken

and lost.

It was then moved to lay it on the table.

The previous question was called for. Carried.

The motion to lay on the table was taken and carried.

The committee appointed to prepare a pastoral address
to the members of our Church, presented one, which was
read and laid on the table.

Brother Curtis requested leave of absence in consequence
of the affliction of his family. Granted.

A memorial from several persons in Norfolk, purporting

to be an appeal was presented and referred to the Com-
mittee on Itinerancy.

A memorial from a number of persons in Virginia, and
an address from the coloured people in Philadelphia were
presented, with information that they were on the subject

of the condition of the people of colour. They were,

therefore referred to the Committee on the Rights and
Privileges of our People of Colour.

Conference adjourned until three o'clock, P. M.

Fridav Afternoon.

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop Rob-
erts in the chaii*.

The chairman of the Committee on the Rights and Privi-

leges of our People of Colour asked leave to withdraw the

report which they had laid on the table. Granted.

On motion of Samuel Merwin, resolved, that a commit-
tee of three be appointed to examine the journals of this

confeience, and select those parts designed for insertion in

the Discipline, and to determine what parts shall be pub-
lished in our periodicals, and those parts to be spread in

the journals of the annual conferences.

On motion of D. Ostrander, seconded by W. Winans :

—

Whereas great inconveniences have been experienced,

and always must be experienced when the General Confer-

ence commences its session on the first day of May, on ac-

count of many of the delegates, especially from the North
and East, having to start in a season when the winter is

just breaking up, and the roads very bad, and when the

navigation is still obstructed by ice ; and whereas it is

believed that it is perfectly within the province of this con-

ference to vary the time of its meeting, therefore.

Resolved, That the next General Conference will com-

mence its session on the tirst day of June instead of the

first day of May. Laid on the table.

Tlie case of Thomas Davis, which was made the order

for this day, was called up. He was not present. It was

understood that the secretary had written him a notice

May 25.
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May 25.

Leave of ab-

sence granted
to H. G. Leigh.
Motion to elect

the officers of
tbe Book Con-
cern in New-
York and Cin-
cinnati to-nior-

row.
Report of Com-
mittee on Book
Concern pre-
sented. Motion
to amend it

lost.

Proceedings on
the report of
the Committee
on Book Con-
cern.

Appointments
of the Sab-
bath read out.

that his appeal would be attended to to-day, but as he was
not present, on motion, it was ordered to lie on the table.

Hezekiah G. Leigh requested leave of absence in conse-
quence of affliction in his family. Granted.
On motion, resolved, that we proceed to-morrow to elect

the officers of the Book Concern for New-York and Cincinnati.
The Committee on the Book Concern presented a report,

which was read, and taken up in order.

A motion was made to amend it by inserting the words
" Sunday schools." Lost.

It was then moved to strike out the sum of |2000 and
insert $400. Lost.

It was then moved to lay it on the table. Lost.
It was then moved that we take the question on the re-

solution, and a division was called for.

The first was read for adoption. Lost.

The second part was voted for and lost.

The resolution in favour of an establishment at Nashville
and New-Orleans was taken up and read.

It was moved to strike out New-Orleans. Carried.
It was moved to insert Charleston in the place of New-

Orleans. ,Lost.

A debate then ensued, and several motions were made
and withdrawn until the time of adjournment.

The appointments for the Sabbath were then read out,

giving work to fifty-six preachers.

Conference adjourned until to-morrow morning at eight
o'clock.

May 26. SATURDAY, MAY 26.

Leave of ab-
sence granted
to several
brethren.

Report of Com-
mittee on Itine-

rancy to whom
was referred
papers com-
plaining of ad-
ministration of
Thomas Crow-
der.

Conference met according to adjournment. Bishop Red-
ding in the chair.

The journal of yesterday Avas read and approved.
Bishop Soule then took the chair.

Brothers Howard, Few, Richardson, Pease, and Arnold
requested leave of absence after to-day. Gi-anted.

The Committee on the Itinerancy presented a report,

which was read and adopted, viz. :

—

The Committee on tlie Itinerancy to whom were referred

certain papers complaining of the administration of brother

Thomas Ci'owder and the acts of the Virginia Annual Con-
ference, by which the administration of the said Thomas
Crowder was sustained, beg "leave to report the following as

the result of their deliberations, viz. :

—

Resolved, 1. That the appellants, being the minority of a

quarterly conference, can have no appeal in the case, nor

should the}'^ have carried their protest beyond the limits of

their own journals.

Resolved, 2. That the person or persons who may enter
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a complaint against a member of an annual conference, and
not iiustain such complaint, cannot be admitted to appeal

;

and the General Conference can have no appellate jurisdic-

tion in such case.

Whercaa the acts and administration of our annual con-

ferences do come under the supervision of the General
Confei ence, therefore.

Resolved, 3. That in the opinion of your committee, the

decision of the Virginia Confei'cnce, sustaining the adminis-

tration of brother Thomas Crowder, was coirect.

Tiie chairman of the Committee on the Rights and
Privileges of our People of Colour, begged leave to

return the papers referred to Committee, with a verbal

statement that it was inexpedient to act upon them at

this time. He at the same time returned tlie report

which he had withdrawn, which was, on motion, laid on
the table.

A letter from Tliomas Davis was presented, read, and on

motion, laid on the table, to be taken up with his appeal,

and made the order of the day for Monday.
On motion of T. L. Douglass, seconded by S. G.Roszel :

Resolved, That the delegates fiom the Canada Confer-

ence be respectfully requested to furnish a statement of

their claims, for the purpose of laying it, with the decision

of this conference, befo.'e tlie several annual conferences,

that they may be the more fully prepared to act under-

standingly on the business referred to them.

On motion, the unfinished business of yesterday was re-

sumed, and the item relating to Cincinnati was taken up.

The report of the Book Committee on tliat part was then

read, and after several motions were made and disposed of,

the following resolution was adopted, viz.

:

Resolved, That there shall be a Book Agent and an As-

sistant Agent, who shall reside at Cincinnati, and manage the

Concern in the Western country, under the direction of the

Editors and Book Steward at New-York, both of whom shall

be chosen from the travelling preachers, and wlio, by virtue

of their appointment, shall be members of the Ohio Annual

Conference, under the same regulations by which the Book
Steward and Editors at New-York are members of the

New-York Annual Conference ; and the Ohio Annual Con-

ference shall appoint a standing; book committee, to consist

of five members, whose duty it shall be to examine the

accounts of said agents, and report to the said conference

annually, and to the General Conference at its session, and

to give advice in any matters in reference to the branch in

the West ; and in case of the removal, death, or resigna-

tion of the agent or assistant, the Ohio Conference shall

have authority to appoint a successor until the ensuing

Geneml Conference.

May 26.
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May 26.

Motion to go in-

to the election

of men to man-
age Book Con-
cern, &c.
Nathan Bangs
elected Editor
of the Quar-
terly Review.

.lohn P. Durbin
elected Editor
of the Christian
Advocate, &c.

I'eter Akers
elected Assist-

ant Editor of
Cliristian Ad-
vocate, &c.
Beverly Waugh
elected Princi-

pal Agent and
Book Steward.

T. Mason elect-

ed Assistant
Agent.

Leave of ab-
Heaco granted
brotherBowen!

Charles Holli-

day elected
Principal and
John F.Wright
Assistant Book
Agents at Cin-
cinnati.

( ;oinmunication
presented to

conference by
J. Emory.

On motion, it was resolved tlmt we now go into the elec-

tion of the men lo manage the Book Concern and Editorial

departments in New-York and Cincinnati, and the following

was the result of the ballotting, viz. :

—

Nathan Bangs was elected Editor of the Quarterly Re-
view, and of our books generally.

John P. Durbin was elected Editor of the Christian

Advocate and Journal and Zion's Herald, Youth's Instruct-

er. Child's Magazine, and Tracts and Sunday-scliool books.

Peter Akers was elected Assistant Editor in the depart-

ment of the Christian Advocate, &c.

Beverly Waugh was elected Principal Agent and Book
Steward.

Conference adjourned until three o'clock, P. M.

Satukday Afternoon.

Conference met according to adjournment. Bishop Red-
ding in the chair.

The journal of the forenoon was read and approved.

The unfinished business of the forenoon was called up,

and proceeding to ballot for an Assistant Book Agent to

the Concern in New-York, Thomas Mason had a majority

of the whole, and was declared dVily elected.

Brother Bowen requested leave of absence the balance of

the conference. Granted.

On ballotting for the Book Agents at Cincinnati, Charles

HoUiday was duly elected Principal, and John F. Wright
Assistant Book Agent for the Concern established in that

place.

The following communication was presented to confer-

ence by brother Emory, viz. :

—

Whereas, J. Emory and B. Waugh, as Agents for the

Methodist General Book Concern, did, on the fifth day of

October, in the year 1830, enter into an agreement, in be-

half of the said Book Concern, with a certain itinei'ant min-
ister of the Methodist Episcopal Church, for the payment
of an annuity of three hundred and fifty dollars in lialf-

yearly payments of one hundred and seventy-five dollars

each, commencing on the first day of April, 1831, and
thenceforward on the first days of October and April in

each and every year, during the joint lives of the said itin-

erant minister and of his wife in said agreement named,
and the life of the survivor of them, in consideration of the

sum of five thousand dollars in cash paid into the said Con-
cern by the said itinerant minister, and of a covenant on his

part, that the said sum of five thousand dollars, in the

event of the ratification of this agreement by this General
Conference, should be vested and merged in the said Book
Concern, as its absolute property, free from any claim

whatever on the part of the said itinerant minister, or of
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his wife, or of his or their representative, in case of the

death of either or both of them, as by the said agreement,

bearing date the day and year first above written, signed

and sealed by the said J. Emory and B. Waugh, agents as

aforesaid, and by the said itinerant minister of the Method-
ist Episcopal Church, and attested by Samuel Luckey,

reference being thereto had, may more fully and at large

appear. Now, therefore.

Resolved, That this General Conference does hereby ratify

and confirm the said above in part recited and specified

agreement, and does also, hereby, to the extent of its

powers, pledge the guarantee of the General Conference

for the faithful perfoimence on the part of the general

Book Concern, of the said above in part recited and speci-

fied agreement, during the joint lives of the said itinerant

minister and his wife, and during the life of the survivor of

them, according to the tenor and true intent and meaning
of the said agreement concurred in, and the secretary of

this conference is hereby instructed to furnish a copy of this

decision to the parties concerned.

On motion, resolved, that the several editors of the Book
Concern in New-York, including the Assistant Editor, be

members of the Book Committee to superintend that

Concern.

The president announced the committee appointed to an-

swer the letter from the British Conference, presented to

us by Bishop M'Kendree, viz., W. Fisk, W. Capers, M.
Ruter, W. M'Mahon, and F. Reed.

The president announced the committee to examine the

journal of this conference, and to make the proper selec-

tions for the Discipline, the annual conferences and the Ad-
vocates, viz., Daniel Ostrander, Nathan Bangs, and Beverly

Waugh.
Conference then adjourned until Monday morning at

eight o'clock.

MONDAY, MAY 28.

Conference met according to adjournment. Bishop Red-
ding in the chair.

The journal of Saturday afternoon was read and approved.

Bishop Roberts then took the chair.

The Committee on the Expenses of the Delegates pre-

sented a corrected report, which was read and accepted

;

and it was moved and seconded that the report already re-

corded be corrected according to the present report.

A communication from the Canadian delegates, inviting

the attention of this conference to the subject of ordaining

ministers in that conference was presented and read, and on

motion of N. Bangs, seconded by A. Brunson :

—

27
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May 28.

On the subject

of a bishop in

Upper Canada.

On the subject

of a general de-
pository of our
books, Sunday-
school books
and tracts at

New-Orleans,
&c.

Motion on the
subject of en-

larging three
ijuestions in the
seventh section

of the Disci-

pline.

Eeport of the
Book Commit-
tee called up.

Kesolution on
the subject of

an establish-

ment of the
Book Concern
at Nashville
was taken up
and indefinite-

ly postponed

Resolved, 1. That if the conference of the Methodist Epis-

copal Chvirch in the province of Upper Canada shall, pre-

viously to the next General Conference, elect a bishop for

the said Church, and request any one or more of the bish-

ops, together with any two or more of the elders of the

Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States, to ordain

him, such bishop or bishops shall be at liberty to do so,

provided the expediency and propriety of a compliance

with such request be in accordance with the judgment of

such bishop or bishops ; and provided also, that nothing

herein contained be contrary to or inconsistent with any

law or laws of the said province.

Resolved, 2. That until a bishop shall have been elected

and ordained for the M. E. Church in Canada, any bishop

or bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Chui'ch in the

United States, on the request of the conference of the

Methodist Episcopal Church in Upper Canada, shall be at

liberty to ordain any elders or deacons for the said Metho-

dist Episcopal Church in Canada, subject to the provisos

and limitations specified in the foregoing resolution.

On motion,

Resolved, That there shall be a general depository of our

General Catalogue, Sunday-school books and tracts at New-
Orleans, under the charge of an agent selected by the

General Conference, which shall bear the same relation, and

be under the same responsibility to the general agency in

New-York as the branch establishment at Cincinnati ; and

the same to the Mississippi Confei-ence which that at Cin-

cinnati does to the Ohio Conference.

On motion of L. Pierce, seconded by E. Sinclau' :

—

Resolved, That the three questions in the seventh sec-

tion of part first, in our Discipline, be so enlarged as to

read thus :
—" Provided always, that when a preacher

shall have passed his examination, and been admitted into

full connexion, and elected to deacon's office, but fails of

his ordination through the absence of the bishop, his eligi-

bility to the office of elder shall run from the time of his

election to the office of a deacon.

On motion, the report of the Book Committee was called

up.

The preamble was read and adopted.

The supplemental report of the Book Committee was

called up.

The first resolution was indefinitely postponed.

Tlie resolution fixing an establishment of the Book Con-

cern at Nashville was taken up and indefinitely post-

poned.

The seventh resolution was adopted and the balance in-

definitely postponed.

The report was adopted.
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[The several reports on the Book Concern are on file with

the conference papers, to which reference is made.^
On motion of R. Paine :

—

Resolved, That the literary institutions under the patron-

age of our Church shall be entitled to have any books

published at our press for cost,

On motion of W. Hammet :

—

Resolved, That in making out his quadrennial report for

the next General Conference, the general Book Steward at

New-York, with the assistance of the principal Agent at

Cincinnati and New-Orleans, be requhed to state explicitly

and clearly the amount of books and periodicals that shall

have been sold within the limits of each annual conference

during the interim of General Conference.

On motion of W. Winans :

—

Resolved, That we now aro into an election of the agent

for New-Orleans, by nomination and voting in the ordinary

mode.

Brother William M. Curtis, having been nominated was

duly elected agent at New-Orleans.

On motion, the report of the Committee on Temperance
was called up.

The first resolution was read and an amendment was
proposed, when it was moved and seconded that we ad-

journ. Carried.

Conference adjourned to meet this afternoon at three

o'clock.

May 28.

Literary insti-

tutions to be
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ence, &c.

Election of
the asent for

New-Orleans.
Wm. M. Curtis
elected.

Eeport of Com-
mittee on Tem-
perance called

up, &c.

Monday Afternoon.

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop Soule

in the chair.

The journal of the forenoon was read and approved.

The president presented the following written address :

—

The bishops being desirous of understanding with clear-

ness and certainty the resolution passed by the General

Conference at its present session in relation to the Episcopal

visitations of the annual conferences, in the course of the

ensuing four years, beg the favour of a vote of the confer-

ence, without debate, in answer to the following questions,

viz. :

—

Was it the intention of the General Conference, by tlie

resolution above alluded to, simply to relieve the bishops

from the influence of the resolution passed at the last Gen-

eral Conference on the same subject, and to leave them now

at liberty on their joint and several responsibility to make

such arrangements among themselves for the entire admin-

istration, and for the visitation of the annual conferences as

they shall judge most conducive to the general good ; and

without designing to give any direction or advice whether

Address pre-

sented by the
president on
the subject of
the bishops be-
ing desirous of

understanding
rertain ques-

tions, &C.

Questions above
referred to.



420 Journal of General Gonference, 1832.

May2S.

Motion to go in-

to the election

of Assistant
Editor. Timo-
thy Merritt
elected.

Leave of ab-
sence granted
tn Win. Caijers.

The appeal of
T. Davis taken
up.

T. Davis stated
the grounds of
his appeal.

Tiie case of T.

Pavis referred

back to the
Philadelphia
Conference.
Report of Com-
mittee on Ed-
ucation called

up.

it be or be not expedient for each of the bishops, in the
coiu-se of the four years, to visit each of the annual confer-

ences, should they themselves find it convenient and prac-

ticable, and judge it for the general good so to do ?

The conference voted an answer to the above in the

affirmative.

On motion, it was resolved, that we now go into the

election of an Assistant Editor to fill the vacancy occasioned

by the resignation of P. Akers, and on counting the tickets,

Timothy Merritt had one hundred and one votes out of one
hundred and ninety-six ; he was, therefore, declared duly
elected.

W. Capers asked leave of absence the balance of the ses-

sion. Granted.

, On motion, resolved, that we now take up the appeal of

Thomas Davis, of the Philadelphia Conference, as the order
of the day.

Thomas Davis then came into conference, and after

stating the grounds of his appeal, the papers were called

for which it is said cannot be found.

The journals of the Philadelphia Conference were then
read.

On motion of D. Ostrander, seconded by B. Griflfen, it

was resolved, that whereas the journals of the Philadelphia

Conference are materially deficient, and do not present the

case in any tangible fonn, so that this conference can act

understandingly on the subject, therefore.

Resolved, That the case of Thomas Davis be referred back
to the Philadelphia Conference for a new investigation and
decision.

On motion, the report of the Committee on Education
was called up and read, after which the conference adjourn-

ed to meet at half-past seven o'clock this evening.

Consideration of

the report of
Committee on
Education re-

sumed.
Amendment
made in the
report.

Report adopt-
ed as amended.

Motion to sus-

pend the ope-
ration of the
16th rule of
tliis conference.

Monday Evening.

Conference met according to adjournment. Bishop Emory
in the chair.

The consideration of the report of the Committee on Ed-
ucation was resumed, and M. Ruter moved an amendment.
On motion, the last clause in the report was struck out,

and the amendment was adopted.

It was then moved that the report as amended be -adopted.

It was then moved to take the question without debate.

Carried.

The question on the adoption of the report was taken and
carried. (See report filed with the journal.)

On motion, it was resolved, that we suspend the opera-
tion of the sixteenth rule of this conference, for the purpose
of introducing the follouiin)- resolution :

—
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On motion of M. Ruter, second by N. Bangs :

—

Resolved, (fee, That the superintendents be authorized,

when requested by an annual conference to do it, to ap-

point a preacher to a college not under our direction, and

to continue him in the same manner as at the institutions

which we patronize.

It was then voted to take the question on the adoption of

this resolution without debate. Carried.

The question on the adoption of the resolution was then

taken and carried.

On motion, the report of the Committee on providing for the

Superannuated Preacheis was called up and read, as follows :

The committee to whom was referred the resolutions re-

lating to superannuated ministers, &c., beg leave to report

the following resolutions, viz. :

—

Resolved, &c. 1. That the following be inserted in the

Disciphne, part two, section six, page one hundred and

seventy-three :
" It shall be the duty of each annual con-

ference to take measures from year to year to raise moneys

in every circuit and station within their bounds for the re-

lief of its necessitous, superannuated and supernumerary

ministers, widows and orphans. And the conference shall

annually appoint a committee to estimate the several sums

necessary to be allowed for the extra expenses of such ne-

cessitous claimants, who shall be paid in proportion to the

estimate made and the moneys on hand."

Resolved, &c., 2. That the following be inserted in part

one, chapter one, section three, page twenty-three, after

question nine : " Ever}' superannuated preacher who may
reside without the bounds of the conference of which he is

a member, shall annually forward to his conference a certifi-

cate of his Christian and ministerial conduct, together with

an account of the number and circumstances of his family,

signed by the presiding elder of the district, or the preach-

er in charge of the circuit or station within whose bounds

he may reside, without which the conference shall not be

required to call on his claim.

The first resolution was adopted.

The second resolution was adopted.

It was then moved to adopt the whole report. Carried.

On motion, the report of the Committee on Itinerancy

was called up and read.

A motion was then made that we adopt it.

A division was called for.

The first resolution was adopted.

The second resolution was acted on and indefinitely

postponed.

The third resolution was adopted.

The question on the adoption of the report as amended

was then taken, and carried.
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May 2S.

Keport as a-

mended.

Keport on tem-
perance called
up.

Address on tem-
perance read,
and directed to
be published in

the Advocate
and Jonrnal,
and as a tract.

Letter In an-
swer to the one
from the Brit-
ish Conference
presented.

Pastoral address
called up.

Referred to the
Eflltora and
ISook Commit-
tee to be revi-

sed, &c.

Book Commit-
tee in New-
York to make
temporary pro-
vision for the
editing of the
Advocate, &;c.

Motion to re-

turn thanks of
conference to

the secretaries.

Thanks for the
kindness of the
citizens, &c.

Request that the
preachers re-

turn thanks
from the pul-
pit, &c.

Amended and adopted, the report is as follows :

—

The Committee on the Itinerancy having duly consider-

ed the communication from the episcopacy which was refer-

red to them, beg leave to offer the following resolutions, viz.

:

Resolved, 1. That it is inconsistent with the spirit and
interest of the itinerant system to leave effective men with-
out appointments at their own request.

Resolved, 2. That in all cases where agents are appointed,
their names shall be attached to some district, and in case
of any complaint, they shall be held responsible to the pre-
siding elders of said district.

.
On motion, the report on temperance was called up, and

on motion, ordered to lie on the table until the address on
the subject can be read.

The address was then read.

It was then moved that the address be adopted, and
directed to be published in the Advocate and Journal, and
be printed in pamphlet form as a tract. The question was
then taken and carried unanimously by a rising vote.

The committee appointed to write an answer to the letter

from the British Conference presented and read the letter

drafted, and on motion it was adopted by the conference.

The pastoral address was called up.

It was moved that we strike out the paragrqjh relating

to national societies. Withdrawn.
It was moved that we concur in it as to substance,, and

that it be referred to the Editors and Book Committee to be
revised and printed. Carried.

On motion of N. Bangs :

—

Resolved, That the Book Committee in New-York be
authoiized to make temporary provision for editing the
Christian Advocate and Journal, namely, mitil the Editor
and his assistant, appointed by this General Conference,
are prepared to enter upon their duties.

On motion of J. Early :

—

Resolved, That the thanks of this conference be given to

the secretaries for their faithful attention to the duties of
their office during this conference. Taken by a rising vote,

unanimously.

On motion of R. Paine, seconded by John Early :

—

Resolved, unanimously. That the General Conference do
highly appreciate the kindness and hospitality of the citi-

zens of Philadelphia and its vicinity, who have entertained

the members of this General Conference during the present
session, and do hereby express their gratitude by a rising

vote.

It is hereby requested that the ministers of our Church
in the various charges in this city and its vicinity shall

make known from the pulpit, on the next Sabbath, the

expression of their gratitude.
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On motion of D. Ostrander, seconded by M. Rutor :

—

Resolved, That there be added to the second answer of

the second question of section nine, of chapter first, the

followinor words :
" including an account of the subscribers

for our periodicals.
'

On motion :

—

Resolved, That the report on revision, relative to insol-

vent debtors, be taken up.

The first part was adopted.

The second part was taken imder consideration, and on

motion, laid on the table.

On motion of A. Chase :

—

. Resolved, That the thanks of this conference be returned

to the inhabitants of the several places, who have invited

this General Conference to hold its next session with them.

The journals having been read up, the conference ad-

journed, sine die.

Wm. M'Kendree,
R. R. Roberts,

Joshua Soule,

Elijah Hedding,
J. Emorv.

Thomas L. Douglass, Secretary.

C. A. Davis, Assistant Secretary.

May 28.
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JOURNAL

GENERAL CONFERENCE, 1836.

MONDAY, MAY 2. Mays.

At a General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, held in the city of Cincinnati, on Monday, May
2, 1836, Rev. Robert R. Roberts, Joshua Soule, Elijah

Hedding, and James 0. Andrew, Bishops of said Church
being present, Bishop Roberts opened the conference by
reading a portion of the Holy Scriptures, singing, and
prayer.

The secretary of the last General Conference was then

requested by the president to call the list of the delegates

present, which was done, and the following brethren pre-

sented the necessary vouchers of their election, and took

their seats, viz. :

—

New -York Conference.—Daniel Ostrander, Nathan
Bangs, Beverly Waugh, Peter P. Sandford, Stephen Martin-

dale, Marnn Richardson, Laban Clark, William Jewett,

John B. Stratton, Phineas Rice.

Neiu-England Conference.—Orange Scott, Isaac Bonney,

Phineas Crandall, Charles Virgin, Joseph A, Merrill, Daniel

Fillmore, Daniel Webb.
Maine Conference.—Heman Nickerson, Ezekiel Robinson,

Charles Baker, William H. Norris, George Webber, John
B. Husted, Moses Hill.

New-Hampshire Conference.—Charles D. Cahoon, John

F. Adams, Samuel Kelley, Schuyler Chamberlain, Jared

Perkins, Elisha I. Scott, George Storrs, Samuel Norris.

Troy Conference.—IBuel Goodsell, Charles Sherman,

Sherman Minor, Noah Levings, Tobias Spicer, Samuel D.

Ferguson, Peter C. Oakley.

Oneida Conference.—Horace Agard, George Gary,

George Lane, George Peck, Zechaiiah Paddock, Elias

Bowen, Silas Comfort.
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Maya. Genesee Conference.—Samuel Luckey, Loring Grant,

GcMraf Con- Gleason Fillmore, James Hemmingway, Manly Tooker, Wil-
ferenoe. bur Hoag, Asa Abell.

Pittsburg Conference.—Charles Elliott, Martin Ruter,

Thomas M. Hudson, Wesley Browning, Joseph S. Barris,

Robert Hopkins, Joshua Mom'oe.
Ohio Conference.—Thomas A. Morris, Jacob Young,

David Young, William H. Raper, Leroy Swormstedt, John
Ferree, James B. Finley, William B. Christie, James Quinn,

John F. Wright, Augustus Eddy, John H. Power.

Missouri Conference.—George C. Light, Andrew Mun-
roe, Thomas Johnson, Jesse Green.

Kentucky Conference.—Jonathan Stamper, Benjamin F.

Crouch, Henry B. Bascom, Edward Stevenson, H. H. Kav-
anaugh, G. W, Taylor.

Illinois Conference.—Peter Cartwright, Hooper Crews,

Simon Peter.

Ifississippi Conference.—Wilham Winans, John Lane,

Benjamin M. Drake.

Indiana Conference.—Allen Wiley, James L. Thompson,
C. W. Ruter, James Havens.

Holston Conference.—Samuel Patton, William Patton,

Thomas K. Catlett, David Flemming.
Tennessee Conference.—Robert Paine, John M, Holland,

G. T. Henderson, T. L. Douglass, G. W. D. Harris, John
B. M'Ferrin, Alexander L. P Green.

Alabama Conferenc-e.—Robert L. Kennon, F. H. Jones,

W. Wyer, W. Murrah.

Georgia Conference.—Samuel K. Hodges, Lovick Pierce,

John Howard, Elijah Sinclair.

South Carolina Conference.—William Capers, Samuel
Dunwody, W. M. Kennedy, N. Talley, Charles Betts, Mal-

com M'Pherson.

Virginia Conference.—Moses Brock, Thomas Crowder,
H. G. Leigh, Lewis Skidmore, James M'Aden, Abram
Penn, John Early, William A. Smith.

Baltimore Conference.—S. G. Roszel, N. Wilson, A.
Griffith, D. Steele, W. Hamilton, John Davis, William
Prettyman, Robert Cadden, John A. Collins, John Bear,

Samuel Brison.

Philadelphia Conference.—Joseph Lybrand, R. W. Pe-
therbridge, Levi Scott, Solomon Higgins, Charles Pitman,
Manning Force, Matthew Sorin, Henry White, James
Smith, Jr., Da\id Daily, William A. Wiggins.

The conference then proceeded to organize and prepare

for business.
Secretaries. Thomas L. Douglass was chosen and appointed secreta-

ry, and Thomas B. Sargent was chosen and appointed as-

sistant secretary.

1
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On motion of S. G. Roszel :

—

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in

General Conference assembled, That the bishops be, and
they are hereby requested, respectfully and ati'ectionately,

at their convenience during the session, to deUver discourses

on the death of our late venerable and respected bishops,

M'Kendree and Emory.
This resolution was carried by a rising and unanimous vote.

On motion of S. Luckey :

—

Resolved, by the members of this conference. That
Friday next be observed as a day of fasting and prayer,

and that one of the bishops be respectfully requested, as

they shall agree among themselves, to address the confer-

ence on the state of the work in the Church, and the mis-

sions under its care during the four years past, together with

such other mattei-s as they may deem suited to the occasion.

Bishop Soule introduced to the members of this confer-

ence our beloved friends and brethren, the Rev. William

Lord, the delegate from the Wesleyan Methodist Conference,

and president of the Canada Conference, and the Rev. Wm.
Case, the delegate from the Wesleyan Methodist Church
in Upper Canada, each of whom addressed the conference.

On motion of John Early :

—

Resolved, That when the conference adjourns it adjounis

to meet at three o'clock this afternoon.

On motion, the conference then adjourned to meet at

three o'clock, P. M.

Monday Afternoon.

Conference met pursuant to adjournment, Bishop Soule

in the chair.

On motion of J. Early :

—

Resolved, That the rules of order for the last General

Conference be adopted for the government of this General

Conference.

The rules were then read and adopted.

On motion of N. Bangs :

—

Resolved, That the above rules be referred to the Editor

and pubhshers of the Western Christian Advocate, with in-

structions to have two hundred copies in pamphlet form

printed, together with the names of the members of con-

ference, in coimexion with the places where they board.

On motion of David Young :

—

Resolved, That the presiding elder of the Cincinnati district,

preachers in charge of the city of Cincinnati, and J. B. Fin-

ley, be a committee to assign the preachers their work in our

several houses of worship during the session of this conference

On motion of John Early, a set of resolutions were pre-

sented, and after considerable discussion and amendment,

they were adopted in the following form, viz. :

—
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May 2.

Committee on
Episcopacy.

Committee on
Itinerancy.

Committee on
Boundaries.

Committee on
Book Concern.

Committee on
Education.

Committee on
Missions.

Resolved, 1. That a committee be appointed to be called

the Committee on the Episcopacy, to whom all matters re-

lating to the bishops shall be referred, and that the said

committee consist of one member from each annual confer-

ence, to be selected by the delegates from each conference.

Resolved 2. That a committee be appointed to be called

the Committee on the Itinerancy, to whom all matters re-

lating to the several annual conferences shall be referred
;

that said committee consist of one member from each annu-

al conference, to be chosen as provided in the preceding

resolution.

Resolved, 3. That a committee be appointed, to be called a

Committee on Boundaries, to whom all matters relating to

the boundaries of the several annual conferences shall be

referred, and that said committee consist of one member
from each annual conference, to be chosen as provided above.

Resolved, 4. That a committee be appointed to be called

a Committee on the Book Concern, to whom all matters

relating to that interest shall be referred; and the said

committee shall consist of one member from each annual

conference, to be chosen according to the first resolution.

Resolved, 5. That a committee be appointed to be called

a Committee on Education, to whom all matters relating to

schools and colleges shall be referred.

Resolved, 6. That a committee be appointed to be called

a Committee on Missions, to whom all matters relating to

that subject shall be referred.

On motion, the conference adjourned until to-morrow
morning at half-past eight o'clock.

May 8.

Names of Com-
mittee on Epis-
copacy.

Names of Com-
mittee on Itin-

erancy.

TUESDAY, MAT 3.

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop Red-
ding in the chair.

The following committees were announced, according to

the resolutions of yesterday, viz.

:

Committee on Episcopacy.—P. P. Sandford, Isaac Bon-

ney, Charles Baker, C. D. Cahoon, Buel Goodsell, Elias

Bowen, Manly Tooker, Charles Elliott, James Quinn,

George C. Light, Jonathan Stamper, Simon Peter, James
Havens, T. K. Catlett, T. L. Douglass, WiUiam Winans,

Robert L. Kennon, Lovick Pierce, W. M. Kennedy, John
Early, John DaAis, Henry White.

Committee on Itinerancy.—Daniel Ostrander, Daniel

Webb, Ezekiel Robinson, Jared Perkins, Tobias Spicer,

Horace Agard, Asa Abel, T. M. Hudson, Jacob Young,
Thomas Johnson, B. T. Crouch, Hooper Crews, James L,

Thompson, D. Flemming, Robert Paine, B. M. Drake, W,
Murrah, Samuel K. Hodges, Samuel Dunwody, H. G.
Leigh, S. G. Roszel, Joseph Lybrand.
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Committee on Boundaries.—Phineas Rice, Orange Scott,

Heman Nickerson, Samuel Noiris, S. D. Ferguson, Silas

Comfort, Glason Fillmore, Joshua Munroe, H. H. Kava-
naugh, P. Cartwright, C. W. Ruter, John M. Holland,

John Lane, William Wier, S. K. Hodges, Charles Betts,

Moses Brock, Alfred Griffith, Solomon Higgins.

Committee on Book Concern.—Laban Clark, Joseph A.

Merrill, William H. Norris, Samuel Kelly, Noah Levings,

Geoi'ge Lane, Lorinof Grant, Martin Ruter, James B. Fin-
es ' o ' '

ley, George C. Light, Edward Stephenson, P. Cartwright,

Allen Wiley, William Patton, A. L. P. Green, B. M. Drake,

Francis H. Jones, John Howard, William Capers, William

A. Smith, David Steele, Charles Pitman.

The president called for papers, memorials, &c., as the

rules required, and on motion of N. Bangs :

—

Resolved, That every one presenting petitions or memo-
rials, be requested to state, as far as he can, the design

and contents of the paper he offers, and whether, in his

opinion, it ought to be read.

A letter from John Brodhead was read and referred to

the Committee on Boundaries.

A memorial from a number of persons on Herkimer cir-

cuit, Oneida Conference, was presented, and on motion, re-

ferred to the Committee on Boundaries.

A letter from William Heath was presented and read,

and on motion ordered to lie on the table for the present,

Subject to be called up at a proper time.

A communication on the subject of our Book Concern,

containing a five dollar bill from an unknown friend, was

presented, and referred to the Committee on Book Concern.

On motion of N. Bangs :

—

Resolved, That the Rev. Messrs. Lord and Chase be and

they are hereby invited to an honorary seat in this confer-

ence, and that they feel themselves at liberty to speak on

all questions that may come before us.

On motion of T. Spicer :

—

Resolved, That a committee of seven be appointed, called

the Committee of Re\'ii3al and Unfinished Business, to whom
shall be referred all matters not otherwise disposed of, per-

taining to the revisal of our rules of Discipline, and who
shall brinor forward the unfinished business of last General

Conference on that subject.

On motion of Laban Clark :

—

Resolved, That the si.\' committees ordered on Monday

afternoon, be considered and denominated standing com-

mittes, and that the names be published.

On motion of N. Bangs :

—

Resolved, That a select committee of five be appointed

to take into consideration the section of Discipline relating

to the allowance of ministers, preachers, their wives, widows,

May&
Committee on
Boundaries.

Committee on
Book Concern.

Resolution on
mode of pre-
senting papers.

Letter from
John Brod-
head.
Memorial from
Herkimer cir-

cuit

Letter from W
Heath.

Five dollar bill

for Book Con-
cern.

English an^ Ca-
nada delegatett

Committee
Kevlsal.

Standing Com-
mittees to bo
published.

Committee on
the Allowance
of Preachers.



430 Journal of General Conference, 1836.
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and children, and of raising annual supplies, and to report

any, and if any, what alteration may be made in reference

to the amount of support of our ministry, and the manner
of raising it.

On motion of N. Bangs :

—

Resolved, That brothers Lord and Case be requested to

furnish for publication in our official journals, copies of

their addresses to this conference. '

On motion of S. G. Roszel :

—

Resolved, That a committee be appointed on the subject

of slavery, to whom all papers, petitions, and memorials on

that subject shall be referred. Laid on the table.

On motion of Orange Scott :

—

Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be instruct-

ed to inquire into the administration of the Discipline in the

several annual conferences, on the subject of finance, and
report thereon.

On motion of D. Ostrander :

—

Resolved, That a committee be appointed on the subject of

the expenses of the delegates to this conference, whose duty
it shall be to ascertain the annual expenses, the amount of

moneys collected to meet those expenses, and to rec-

ommend some plan by which the deficiency may be

met.

On motion this was amended by inserting twenty-two

as the number of the committee, and providing for their ap-

pointment by the delegation of each annual conference.

On motion of P. P. Sandford:

—

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal of the financial

rules of our Discipline be instructed to inquire into the ex-

pediency of rescinding the rule restricting the allowance of

those preachers for their wives who have married within

the first four years of their itinerant labours.

On motion of J. B. Finley :

—

Resolved, That the twentieth section of the Discipline,

respecting district conferences be referred to the Committee
on Revisal and Unfinished Business.

On motion of M. Ruter :

—

Resolved, That the Committee on Education consist of

seven.

On motion of P. P. Sandford :

—

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed, to be
denominated the Committee on Temperance, to whom
shall be referred all petitions and memorials on that subject.

On motion of S. Luckey :

—

Resolved, That the Committee on Missions consist of

seven.

On motion of R. W. Petherbridge :

—

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal of Discipline

be specially instructed to take into consideration that part
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of the Discipline which Umits the probation of travelling

preachers to two years, and whether or not a longer period
of time would not be preferable.

On motion of L. Grant :

—

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed on par-

sonages and churches.

On motion of N. Bangs :

—

Resolved, That a committee of seven be appointed on
Bible, Sunday School and Tract Societies, to whom all mat-
ters relating to those institutions shall be referred.

On motion of N. Bangs :

—

Resolved, That a select committee of three be appomted
to inquire, where a superannuated preacher living out of

the bounds of his conference is to be tried, whether in the
conference in which he lives, or where he has his membership.
An address from the Wesleyan Methodist Conference

was presented and read, and on motion of N. Bangs :

—

Resolved, Tliat the address just read be referred to a
special committee of three, and that they be required to

prepare an answer as speedily as practicable, and to pro-

vide for the appointment of a delegate to represent us to

the Wesleyan Methodist Conference.

A motion was offered by 0. Scott, respecting the publi-

cation of the above address in our official journals, and
while the subject was under discussion, on motion of S. G.
Roszel, it was resolved that the further consideration of the

motion to print the address be postponed until the com-
mittee appointed to answer it report to the conference.

On motion of T. Spicer :

—

Resolved, That the Secretary of this conference be direct-

ed to furnish the chairman of each committee with a copy
of those resolutions which refer any business to a commit-
tee ; and also that he furnish the Committee on Revisal

with the reports of a similar committee of last General

Conference.

On motion of J. F. Wright :

—

Whereas brother Pitts has recently returned from South

America, to which country he was sent on a mission of ex-

ploration ; and as the interests of our missions generally,

and the one to South America in particular, might be

greatly subserved by the personal presence of brother Pitts

at this General Conference, therefore.

Resolved, by the delegates of the several annual confer-

ences in General Conference assembled, that brother F. E.

Pitts be invited to attend at this place as soon as it may be

convenient for him to do so.

On motion of G. C. Light :

—

Resolved, That all the committees appointed by the

delegates of the several annual conferences be authorized to

appoint their own chairman.
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May 3.

Committee
Education.

Committee on
address from
England.

The president appointed the following brethren a Com-
mittee on Education, viz., Martin Ruter, John Early, Samuel
Luckey, Robert Paine, Laban Clark, Henry B. Bascom, and
George Peck.

The president appointed the following brethren a com-
mittee on the address from the Wesleyan Methodist Con-

ference, viz., Nathan Bangs, William Capers, and Thomas
A. Morris.

Conference adjourned until to-morrow morning at half-

past eight o'clock.
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WEDNESDAY, MAT 4.

Conference met according to adjournment. Bishop An-
drew in the chair.

The president called for reports, memorials, &c., and the

special committee appointed to answer the address from
the Wesleyan Methodist Conference, presented and read

the answer they had prepared, and on motion of B. Waugh,
the conference voted that it be recommitted, as the com-
mittee desires to have it transcribed.

A communication from Aaron Lummus, of Lowell,

Massachusetts, was presented through the secretary of con-

ference and read, and on motion of S. Luckey, the confer-

ence voted that the author have liberty to withdraw his

paper, in consideration that the conference have no cogni-

zance of the subject.

A memorial from the Missouri Conference was presented

and referred to the Committee on Boundaries.

A memorial from the Pittsburg Conference was present-

ed and referred to the Committee on Boundaries.

A memorial from the Philadelphia Conference was pre-

sented and referred to the Committee on Boundaries.

A memorial from the Virginia Conference was presented

and referred to the Committee on Boundaries.

Two memorials from the Cherokee country were present-

ed and referred to the Committee on Boundaries.

A memorial from IlUnois Conference was presented and
referred to the Committee on Boundaries.

A memorial from the Pittsburg Conference was present-

ed and referred to the Committee on the Book Concern.

A memorial from the Illinois Conference was presented

and referred to the Committee on the Book Concern.

A memorial from John M. Keagy, William Blanding, and
Josiah Holbrook, was presented and referred to the Com-
mittee on Education.

An address from the Canada Conference was presented and
read, and on motion, referred to a select committee of five.

A memorial from Union charge, Philadelphia, was pre-

sented and referred to the Committee on Temperance.
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A set of resolutions by the quarterly niceting conference

of Louisburg, Virginia, was presented and referred to the

Committee on Temperance.
A memorial from the Philadelphia Conference was pre-

sented and referred to the Committee on Temperance.
A resolution adopted in the Illinois Conference was pre-

sented and referred to the Committee on Temperance.
A memorial from the Pittsburg Conference was present-

ed and referred to the Committee on Temperance.
A memorial from the quarterly meeting conference of

New-Richmond was presented and referred to the Com-
mittee on Tempeiance.

A memorial from the quarterly meeting conference of

Milford circuit was presented and referred to the Commit-
tee on Temperance.

On motion of N. Bangs :

—

Resolved, That a committee of five, to be called the Ju-
diciary Committee, be appointed, to whom may be referred

all appeals or complaints of any character against the acts

and doings of an annual conference, and that it sliall be the

duty of this committee to examine all documents commit-
ted to them, and to report whether, in their opinion, the

complainants are legally entitled to be heard before this

conference, and if not, what disposition should be made of

their case or cases.

The appeal of Samuel Helms, of the Kentucky Confer-

ence, was presented, read, and ordered to lie on the table.

The appeal of Jonas Westerland, of the Mississippi Con-

ference, was presented and ordered to lie on the table.

An address from the Board of Trustees of the Chartered

Fund was presented, read, and on motion, refeired to the

Judiciary Committee.

On motion of William Winans :

—

Resolved, That the appeal of Jonas Westerland be taken

up and referred to the Judiciary Committee.

In the debate it was inquired if the president suggested

that such a reference would legalize the right of appeal in

such a case, and the president decided that a reference of

an appeal of a preacher located by an annual conference to

the Judiciary Committee, did not legalize his right to ap-

peal. On taking the vote the appeal was referred.

On motion of A. Griffith :

—

Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be

requested to inquire into the justice and propriety of estab-

lishing independent, sectional periodical papers by annual

conferences, with a view (in part at least) to their own pri-

vate emolument ; and their claim to share alike with the

other annual conferences in the profits arising from the

publication of those periodical papers published by author-

ity of the General Conference.
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On motion of J. Stamper :—
Resolved, That the appeal of S. Helmes be now taken up

and referred to the Judiciary Committee.

On motion of S. Norris :

—

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal be and they

are hereby instructed to take into consideration that part of

the Discipline on page one hundred and nine, question two,

in the Apostle's Creed, so called, and inquire whether the

word " catholic " should not be erased, and some other more

easily understood by the candidates for the ordinance of

baptism, as well as our people generally, be inserted. On
taking the vote the motion was lost.

On motion of G. C. Light, the case of William Heath
was referred to the Judiciary Committee.

On motion of J. B. Finley :

—

Resolved, .That the chairman of each standing committee

shall report to the Book Agents, this afternoon, the names

of the committee of which he is the chairman.

The names of the Committee on the Expenses of the

Delegates were announced as directed by the resolutions

appointing the committee, viz., William Jewett, Phineas

Crandall, Moses Hill, L. Chamberlain, G. Gary, Sherman
Nixon, James Hemmingway, W. Browning, W. H. Raper,

A. Munroe, John Lane, Micah S. Taylor, C. W. Ruter, G.

W. Taylor, T. K. Catlett, G. W. D. Harris, E. Sinclair, N.

Talley, T. Crowder, Robert Cadden, Manning Force, Wil-

liam Murrah.

The president announced the names of those appointed

on the following committees, viz. :

—

The Committee on Missions.—N. Bangs, William W^inans,

George Gary, John B. Husted, N. Talley, W. H, Raper,

Thomas Johnson.

The Committee on Revisal and Unfinished Business.

—

Tobias Spicer, Malcom M'Ph<?rson, Daniel Fillmore, John
B. Stratton, William Hamilton, Allen Wiley, John M. Hol-

land.

Conference adjourned until to-morrow morning at half-

past eight o'clock.

May i

Answer to Ad-
dress from
England adopt-
ed and forward-
ed to Key. Dr.
Fisk.

THUKSDAY, MAT 5.

Conference met according to adjournment. Bishop Rob-

erts in the chair.

The president called for reports, &c., and the chairman

of the committee appointed to draft an answer to the ad-

dress from the Weslej^an Methodist Conference presented

the reply which they had prepared, which was read, and

after considerable investigation and a small amendment
made, on motion the reply was adopted, and on motion of

Dr. Bangs, it was further resolved, that the reply be
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signed by the bishops and secretary, and immediately for-

warded in an envelope to Dr. Fisk, with a request that

he present it to the Wesleyan Methodist Conference,

which is to assemble in July ne.xt, accompanied by such
remarks as he may see fit to make.
On motion of J. Early :

—

Resolved, That if, in any event, the Rev. Dr. Fisk shall

find it impracticable to attend the Wesleyan Methodist
(Conference in July next, the Rev. Bishop Soule be request-

ed to visit that conference as our representative in the

Wesleyan Methodist Conference of 1837.

On motion, laid on the table.

A memorial from the Board of Managers of the Mission-

ary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, together

with a revised constitution, was presented, the former read,

and both referred to the Committee on Missions.

Memorials from the quarterly meeting conferences of

Albany district, Troy Conference, were presented and re-

ferred to the Committee on Temperance.

A memorial from the official members of Pittstown cir-

cuit was presented and referred to the Committee on Tem-
perance.

The resolutions of the Indiana Conference were present-

ed and referred to the Committee on Temperance.

A communication from L. Garrett was presented, read,

and refen-ed to the Committee on Revisal.

An appeal from S. Julian was presented and referred to

the Judiciary Committee.

A memorial from the Union station, Philadelphia, was

presented and referred to the Committee on the Book
Concern.

On motion of N. Bapgs :

—

Resolved, That the Committee on the Allowance of

Preachers be instructed to inquire whether further provis-

ion should not be made for the support of our bishops,

their widows and children.

On motion of D. Ostrander :

—

Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be

instructed to inquire into the expediency of rescinding or

suspending for the present session the rule by which the

services of the Book Agents are limited to eight years, and

that they report thereon, by a resolution or otherwise, as

practicable.

A report of the Book Committee at Cincinnati was pre-

sented and referred to the Committee on the Book Concern.

On motion of L. Skidmore :

—

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal and Unfinished

Business be instructed to report on any part of the Disci-

phne, so soon as they are prepared.

On motion of Henrv White :

—
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Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal be directed to

take into consideration that part of the Disciphne, pages

42, 43, which relates to the settlements of disputes con-

cerning the payment of debts, &c., and report whetlier the

person refusing to comply with the decision of the arbiters,

or the person refusing to refer a matter to arbitration when
recommended so to do by him who has the charge of tlie

circuit, shall be expelled without a trial by committee

;

and if not, whether the phraseology of the Disciphne

should not be altered.

On motion of H. B. Bascom :—
Resolved, That the Committee on Missions be instructed

to inquire into the expediency of deputing at no distant

date, and sending to France some suitable person, upon a

special mission of inquiry and exploratron, whose duty it

shall be to visit that country in its most important divisions,

and especially Paris, and other principal cities, and attempt

to ascertain, by all means in his power, the fitness and
practicability of establishing I'egular missions there under
the authority and subject to the direction of the Methodist
Episcopal Church.

On motion of R. L. Kennon :

—

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal be instructed to

inquire if a change of the language of the certificate to be
given to a person removing from one society to another be

not requisite, so as to make him responsible for his moral

conduct to the society from which he removes, until the

certificate is given up to another society.

The president announced the names of those appointed to

act on the following Committees, viz. :

—

The Committee on the Allowance of Ministers : Leroy
Swormstedt, Elias Bowen, Edward Stevenson, Charles

Betts, Charles Virgin.

The Committee on Temperance: S. Martindale, Abrara
Penn, Moses Hill, Phineas Crandall, and John H. Power.

The Committee on Parsonages and Churches : Beverley

Waugh, William B. Christie, George Webber, William

A. Wiggins, and Greenville T. Henderson.
The Committee on Bible, Sunday-School, and Tract

Societies : John Ferree, Samuel Brison, Geoi-ge Storrs, John
B. M'Ferrin, Jos. S. Barris, Sherman Minor, and W. Hoag.
The Committee on Superannuated Preachers, who reside

out of the bounds of their own conference : William Pretty-

man, Augustus Eddy, and Robert Hopkins.

The Committee on Canada Affairs : Robert Paine,

Thomas A. Morris. Alfred Griffith, Marvin Richardson,

and Charles Sherman.

On motion of S. Martindale :

—

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal be instructed

to inquiie whether a supernumerary, who is without, an
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appointment, at his own request, shall have a claim on the
funds of the conference for his support, and report thereon.

Conference adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at

half-past eight o'clock.

May 6.

FRIDAY, MAY 6.

Conference met according to adjournment, liishop Soule
in the chair.

Bishops Hedding and Roberts addressed tlie conference
on several points respecting the state of the work generally,

especially as to the prospects of progress of vital religion

in the ministry and membership, the uniformity of the
administration of discipline, and our missionary operations, <fec.

The president called for reports, &c., according to order.

A memorial from the Bible, Sunday-school, and Tract
Societies in New-York, was presented and referred to the

Committee on Bible, Simday-school, and Tract Societies.

The certificate of a memorial from the official members
in Western Africa was presented, read, and referred to the

Committee on the Episcopacy.

The chairman on the Committee on Revisal presented

and read a report, in part, which was ordered to lie on the

table.

A memorial from Lodi Circuit was presented, and refen-ed

to the Committee on Temperance.

A memorial from EUicottsville Circuit was presented,

and referred to the Committee on Temperance.

A memorial from Bufl'alo was presented, and referred to

the Committee on Temperance.

A petition from Steubenville District was presented, and
referred to the Committee on Temperance.

A petition from Pittsburgh Conference was presented,

and referred to the Committee on Temperance.

The resolution of the Kentucky Conference was pre-

sented, and referred to the Committee on Temperance.

A resolution of the Kentucky Conference was presented,

and referred to the Committee on Revisal.

An address from the Rev. John Littlejohn Avas pre-

sented, read, and referred to the Committee on Revisal.

A resolution of the Missouri Conference was presented,

and referred to the Committee on the Book Concern.

The resolutions of a quarteily meeting for Mount Pleasant

and Franklin Circuits, and Pulaski Station, were presented

and referred to the Committee on Temperance.

A memorial from Fredericksburgh was presented, and

referred to the Committee on Boundaries.

A memorial from Baltimore was presented, read, and

referred to the Committee on the Book Concern.

The preamble and resolutions on a Theological Library
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May 6.

Ou the expe-
diency of mak-
ing Liberia
District Con-
ference an An-
nual Confer-
ence.

On tlie subject

of amending
tlie Discipline.

On the subject
of trying an ac-

cused member.

On the same as

above.

Reports of Book
Agents in

New-York.

Eeport of Edit-
ors.

T. Spicer excus-
ed from serving
on Committee.
Peter 0. Oakley
appointed.
Wcsleyan
MethodistCon-
ference Ad-
dress.

Leave of ab-

sence granted
to" J. Quinn.

Leave of ab-
sence to those
who preach at

a distance.

W. "Winans ex-
cused and J. F.
Wriglit put on
Missionary
Committee.
Committee on
Theological Li-
brary Funds.

Fund were presented, read, and referred to a select com-
mittee of seven.

On motion of P. P. Sandford :

—

Resolved, That the Committee on Missions be instructed

to inquire into the expediency of constituting the Liberia

District Conference in Western Africa into an Annual Con-
ference.

On motion of Allen Wiley :

—

Resolved, That the Discipline, chapter one, section nine,

answer five, question two, be amended by adding the

words, " if they desire it." Referred to the Committee on

Revisal.

On motion of R. Hopkins :

—

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal be, and are

hereby instructed, to inquire whether or not there is too

much ambiguity in the word " Society," Discipline, chapter

two, section seven, in the first answer to the question,

"How shall an accused member be brought to trial?" to

produce uniformity among us in the mode of administra-

tion, and if so, how it can be supplied or defined to remove
the evil.

On the motion of Elias Bowen :

—

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal be instructed

to inquii'e who shall determine whether an accused member
shall be tried by a select number, or the society of which
he is a member, and who shall appoint such select number
agreeable to Discipline, chapter two, section seven.

The reports of the Book Agents in the city of New-
York were presented, read, and referred to the Committee
on the Book Concern.

The report of our Editors in the Book Concern in the

city of New-York was presented, read, and referred to the

Committee on the Book Concern.

Tobias Spicer, of the Troy Conference, was excused

from serving on the Committee on the Itinerancy, and
Peter C. Oakley was appointed in his place.

N. Bangs moved to take up the motion to print the

Address from the Wesleyan Methodist Conference, together

with our Answer, which motion was lost.

James Quinn requested leave of absence after to-day, to

return on Monday. Granted.

On motion, resolved that those brethren who may preach

in the country or other places on Sabbath, have leave of

absence for that purpose, to return on Monday.
William Winans requested to be excused from serving

on the Missionary Committee, which was granted, and
John F. Wiight was appointed to supply his place.

The following brethren were appointed by the president

the Committee on the Theological Library Fund, viz. :

—

Benjamin M. Drake, N. Bangs, H. B. Bascom, Loviek
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May 6.Pearce, Charles Elliott, Robert Paine, and Robert L.

Kennon.
The following brethren were appointed by the president

to constitute the Judiciary Committee, viz. :—David Young,

S. G. Roszel, G. Luckey, G. Pearce, and M. Force.

Conference adjourned until to-morrow morning at half-

past eight o'clock.

Saturday, may 7.

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop Hed-
ding in the chair.

The president appointed the Committee on the Chartered

Fund, to consist of the following brethren, viz. :—Lewis

Skidmore, James Smith, E. J. Scott, J, M'Aden, and John

A. Collins.

The regular business was taken up, and the president

called for reports, &c.

The chairman of the Committee on the Book Concern

presented and read a report on the rule restricting the

term of the Book Agent to eight years, which, according

to rule, lies on the table one day.

The Committee on Re\'isal presented and read a second

report, which, according to rule, lies on the table one

day.

A petition from the Pittsbm-gh Conference was pre-

sented, and referred to the Committee on the . Book Con-

cern.

A statistical review of the receipts and disbursements

of the Missionary Society for the four years was presented,

and referred to the Committee on Missions.

On motion of D. Ostrander, the report of the Committee

on Revisal was taken up and read. It was then taken

under consideration, in order, item by item. The first,

second, third, and fourth items were read, amended, and

adopted. (See the report.)

While the fifth item was under consideration, the time of

adjournment was announced.

The appointments for preaching in the several meeting-

houses to-morrow were read, and conference adjourned until

Monday morning at half-past eight o'clock.

MONDAY, MAY 9.
*^y»-

Conference met according to adjournment. Bishop An-

drew in the chair.

The conference was informed this morning by brother '^^^^ ^^J^Xn
Paddock, that Josiah Keyes, of the Oneida Conference, announwi.

and by brother Husted, that Richard E. Schermerhorn, of

the Maine Confeivnce, had finished their work in the

M»y7.
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May 9.

Third report of
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and New-
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Address of the
M E. Church
in Canada.
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Restoring cre-
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expelled
preacher.

Church militant, and gone to reap their reward with their

heavenly Master.

Our deceased brethren were both presiding elders, and

delegates to this General Conference.

On taking up the regular business, the president called

for reports, &c., when the Committee on Revisal presented

and read a third report, which was ordered to lie on the

table.

A petition from the New-York Conference was pre-

sented, read, and referred to the Committee on Tem-
perance.

An address from a number of brethren in the bounds of

the New-England and New-Hampshire Conferences was
presented, read, and referred to a select committee of

seven, with instructions to report thereon as early as possi-

ble.

A petition from the city of Bangor was presented, and
referred to the Committee on Temperance.

The resolutions of the Holston Conference were pre-

sented, and referred to the Committee on Bible, Sunday
school, and Tract Societies.

A memorial from Harper's Ferry Station was presented,

and referred to the Committee on Temperance.

On the motion of S. G. Roszel :—

•

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to

draft and report a pastoral address to our members and
friends throughout our extensive work on this continent.

On motion of S. Luckey :

—

Resolved, That so much of the journals of the Annual Con-
ferences as relates to their doings on the subject of restor-

ing Mr. Wesley's rules on temperance be referred to the

Committee on Temperance, that the delegates of the several

conferences be instructed to furnish said committee with

such portion of their journals.

An address from the Methodist Episcopal Church in

Canada was presented and read, and on motion of N.
Bangs, it was resolved, that the communication from the

Methodist Episcopal Church, so called, in the province of

Canada, be referred to a committee of five, to consider and
report thereon.

On motion of W. Winans :

—

Resolved, That the bishops be requested, if convenient to

themselves, to preach the funeral sermon of our venerable

father Bishop M'Kendree, in this (the Wesley) Church, on
Wednesday next at eleven o'clock, A. M.
On motion of P. C. Oakley :

—

Resolved, That the Committee on Revival be instructed

to take into consideration the propriety of framing a rule

to provide for the restoration of the credentials of a travel-

ling preacher who ftiay be deprived of them by expulsion.
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or otherwise, when such restoration shall be deemed proper,
and if proper to report accordingly.

On motion of J. B. Finley :

—

Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be request-
ed to inquire whether the Baltimore and Pittsburg Confer-
ences have complied with tlie instructions of the last Gen-
eral Conference respecting the mode of making their divi-

dends.

On motion of G. Gray :

—

Resolved, That the Committee on Itinerancy be, and they
are hereby instructed to inquire whether the directions in

the book of Discipline, chapter one, section twenty-three,
respecting uniformity in conducting public worship, espe-
cially that part requiring the reading of the Holy Scriptures,
and the use of the Lord's prayer, be generally observed
among us, and report thereon.

On motion of Phineas Crandall :

—

Resolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be
instructed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a
book depository in the city of Boston, Massachusetts.
On motion of J. A. Collins :

—

Resolved, That the following rule shall come in after the
eleventh rule in the by-laws, viz., " It shall be in order at

any time pending the discussion of any subject or motion
before the conference, to move that the question be taken
without debate, and if it be seconded and sustained by a
majority of two-thirds of the members present, the question

under consideration shall be put immediately." After
considerable discussion, the question was taken and the

motion lost.

On motion of J. H. Power :

—

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal be instructed to

inquire into the expediency of introducing a rule into the

Discipline by which to receive a minister of another de-

nomination, who may wish to join the Methodist Episcopal

Church, and if such minister is ordained, whether his ordirr-

ation will be considered valid, especially those who hold to

Presbyterian ordination.

On motion of WiUiam Capers :

—

Resolved, That we instruct the Committee on Revisal to

inquire into the expediency of inserting in the Discipline a

rule j-equiring that travelling pr(?achers, expelled for immo-
rality, give satisfaction to the conference by whom they

were expelled, before they can be received into full connex-

ion in any other conference.

On motion of B. Goodsell :

—

Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be instnicted to in-

quire whether it be just and right, when an annual conference

is divided, for that conference to retain all the property and

legacies from the new, which belonged to them jointly when

Maya
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May 9.

Eevisal report
taken up.
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together, and whether when the principal may not be divided,
the proceeds of such property or legacies should not be
divided in proportion to the numbers composing each con-
ference.

On motion of D. Ostrander, the report of the Committee on
Revisal was called up.

The second answer to the fifth question, which is the
fifth item in said report, was read, amended, and adopted.

Conference adjourned until to-morrow morning at half-

past eight o'clock.

May 10.

J. Dempster's
arrival.

Eeport, in part,

of Committee
on Book Con-

Committee on
Address on
slavery from
New-England
and Nev?-
Hampshire
Conferences.
Committee on
Pastoral Ad-
dress.

Methodist Epis-
copal Church
in Canada.

TUESDAY, MAY 10.

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop Rob-
erts in tlie chair.

Jolm Dempster, a delegate from the Oneida Conference,
presented his certificate of election and took his seat.

The regular business of conference was taken up, and the
president called for reports, &c.

The chairman of tlie Committee on the Book Concern
presented a report in part, which was read and taken under
consideration, and after a lengthy discussion, it was moved
that the further consideration of the subject be postponed
for the present and made the order of the day for to-mor-
row ; and the debate on that motion continued until the

time of adjournment arrived.

The president announced the appointment of the follow-

ing committees, viz. :

—

The Committee on the Address from the New-England
and New-Hampshire Conferences on the subject of Slave-

ry.—John Davis, J. A. Merrill, John F. Adams, William
A. Smith, Lovick Pierce, David Daily, and G. L. Holmes.

Committee to draft a Pastoral Address.—N Bangs, Wil-
liam Capers, and Thomas A. Morris.

Committee to consider the Address of the Methodist
Episcopal Church in Canada.—D. Ostrander, A. Griffith,

Charles Elliott, Levi Scott, and Z. Paddock.
Conference adjourned until to-morrow morning at half-

past eight o'clock.

May 11. WEDNESDAY, MAY 11.

Partial report of
Committee on
Missions.

Fourth report
of Committee
on Kevisal.

Conference met according to adjournment. Bishop
Hedding in the chair.

The regular business was taken up, and the president called

for reports, &c., when the chairman of the Committee on
Missions presented and read a report in part, which, on mo-
tion, was laid on the table.

The Chairman of the Committee on Revisal presented and
read a fourth report, which on motion, was laid on the table.
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William J. Parks, a delegate from the Georgia Confer-

ence, presented his certificate of election and took his seat.

The chairman of the Committee on the Chartered Fund
presented a report, which was read, and on motion, laid on
the table.

The chairman of the committee appointed to determine

on the tribunal of the non-resident superannuated preach-

ers, presented a leport, which was read and ordered to lie

on the table one day.

The report of the Book Agent at New-Orleans was pre-

sented, read, and referred to the Committee on the Book
Concern.

The report of the Book Committee of the Mississippi

Conference was presented, read, and referred to the Com-
mittee on the Book Concern.

The report of the Book Agent in Cincinnati was present-

ed, read, and referred to the Committee on the Book Con-
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A petition from a number of persons on the subject of

slavery was presented, and referred to the committee on

that business.

A memorial from Granville circuit was presented, read,

and referred to the Committee on Boundaries

A petition from Auburn station was presented and refer-

red to the Committee on Boundaries.

A communication from B. C. Wood was presented, read,

and referred to the Committee on Book Concern.

Proposals from L. Garrett, proprietor and publisher of

the " Western Methodist," were presented, and referied to

the Committee on the Book Concern.

A letter from William Spry to M. Sorin was presented,

read, and referred to the Committee on the Book Concern.

On motion of S. G. Roszel :

—

Resolved, That the committee appointed to draft a pas-

toral letter to our preachers, members, and friends be, and

they are hereby instructed to take notice of the subject of

modern abolition, that has so seriously agitated the differ-

ent parts of our country, and that they let our preachers,

members, and friends know that the General Conference

are opposed to the agitation of that subject, and Avill use

all prudent means to put it down.

On motion of William Winans, it was resolved, that the

present session continue fifteen minutes after the public

services of the day.

On motion of J. Early, it was resolved, that the confer-

ence shall meet hereafter at eight o'clock, A. M.

Elijah Sinclair, a delegate from the Georgia Conference,

presented his certificate of election and took his seat.

On motion of R. Hopkins :

Besolved, That the Committee on the Book Concern be,
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May 11.

Kecess of fifteen

minutes.

Bishop M'Ken-
dree's funeral
sernjon.

A copy of
Bishop M'Ken-
dree's funeral
sermon asked
for publication.

Sermon fur-

nished by
Bishop Soule.

and are hereby instructed to inquire into the expediency

of havino- the " Pittsburg Conference Journal" transferred to

the General Conference, provided its publication in the city

of Pittsburg be continued at least four years longer, and

provided, also, that the Pittsburg Annual Conference agree

to such transfer, after which its disposition shall be left to

the wisdom of the General Conference.

On motion of N. Bangs :

—

Resolved, That a recess of fifteen minutes be allowed

before the funeral services now ready to commence.

The members of the conference having resumed their

places, the funeral services of our late venerable Bishop

M'Kendree were introduced by singing and prayer, by

Bishop Hedding. Bishop Soule then preached from

Hebrews xiii, 7, 8, and Bishop Andrew closed the services

by prayer.

On motion of W. Winans, the following preamble and
resolution were adopted by a unanimous, rising vote, viz. :

—

Whereas, the funeral sermon on the death of Bishop

M'Kendree, just delivered by Bishop Soule, embraces many
important facts and incidents connected with the history of

our Church, and whereas its publication, on many accounts,

is very desirable, especially as a means of perpetuating the

memory of our eminently distinguished, useful and lamented

Bishop M'Kendree ; therefore.

Resolved, by the delegates of the several annual con-

ferences, in General Conference assembled, that Bishop

Soule be, and he hereby is respectfully requested to fur-

nish a copy of the sermon for publication as soon as it may
be practicable.

Bishop Soule having consented to comply with the above

request, and informed the conference that there were parts in

the sermon which he had not delivered for want of strength

and time ; on motion, it was resolved that they also be

included in the publication, on being read to a committee

and approved by them, and the three other superintendents

were requested to act as that committee.

Conference adjourned until to-morrow morning at eight

o'clock.

May 12. THURSDAY, MAY 12.

Appearance
Rev. 8. :

Brockunier.

Ileport of Com-
mittee on Book
Concern.

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop An-
drew in the chair.

The Rev. Samuel R. Brockunier presented a certificate

of his election as a delegate from Pittsburgh Conference,

instead of C. Cooke, and took his seat.

A motion was made by William Winans, that we dispense

with the regular business of the day for the purpose of

taking up the report on the Book Concern, which motion
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prevailed. The report was accordingly taken up, and, after

considerable investigation, the question to adopt was taken

up and earned in the affirmative, ninety-four in favour and
thirty-eight against.

The report is as follows, viz. :

—

The Committee on the Book Concern take leave to

report for the consideration of this conference the following

resolution, to wit :

—

Resolved, &c.. That the Book Concern shall be con-

tinued in the city of New-York.
Respectfully submitted,

M. RuTEU, Chamnan.

May 12.

Publication 6r
Bishop Sonle's

funeral sermon
on Bp. M'Keii-
dree.

Bishop Roberts reported to conference that Bishop Soule
had submitted those parts of his funeral sermon not

delivered in public to the inspection of the episcopacy, and
he was prepared to report favourably thereon.

On motion of William Winans :

—

Resolved, That the Book Agents in Cincinnati be, and
are hereby instructed to publish an edition of Bishop
Soule's fmieral sermon of Bishop M'Kendrec of five

thousand copies, the profits of which, after defraying the

expenses of publication, shall be applied to Bishop Soule's

benefit.

Bishop Soule expressed his obligation to the conference

for the kindness and liberality which they had just

expressed, but requested that it should be understood, his

wish and desire are, that all the pecuniary advantages

allotted to him shall be placed to the benefit of the Book
Concern, in resuscitating that establishment.

Bishop Andrew retired, and Bishop Soule took the

chair.

On motion of S. G. Roszel, a preamble and resolutions AboiiHonism.

on the case of two members lecturing on the subject of

abolition in this city was taken up, which produced con-

siderable excitement and discussion until the time for

adjournment had arrived.

On motion of B. M. Drake :

—

Resolved, That the session be lengthened ten mmutes.

On motion of S. G. Roszel :

—

Resolved, That Thomas B. Sargent, the assistant secre-

tary, have leave of absence until Monday, and that John

A. Collins be appointed to supply his place.

On motion of S. G. Roszel :

—

Resolved, That when we adjourn, we adjourn to meet

at three o'clock P, M.
The conference then adjourned, to meet at three

o'clock P. M.

era
edtoT. B-Sar
gent.
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May 12.

Discussion on
Abolitionism.

May 18.

Alteration of the
Discipline.

Regular busi-
ness suspend-
ed.

Abolitionism.

Thursday Afternoon.

Conference met according to adjourpment, Bishop An-
drew in the chair.

The motion of S. G. Roszel, containing a preamble and
resolutions on the subject of aboUtion, together with the
amendment offered by L. Grant, Avas taken up, and after

considerable discussion, the votp was taken on the amend-
ment and lost. The original motion was then read and
discussed on its own merits, until a call for adjournment
was made.

On motion, conference adjourned imtil eight o'clock

to-morrow morning.

FEIDAT, MAY 13.

Conference met according to adjournment. Bishop Soule
in the chair.

A motion was presented by P. P. Sandford and read, pro-

posing some alterations in the Disciphne, as therein stated,

which, according to rale, lies on the table one day.

On motion of John Early, the regular course of business
was dispensed with, for the purpose of taking up the un-
finished business of yesterday.

The motion of S. G. Roszel, proposing a preamble and
resolutions on the subject of abohtion, was then called up,

and debated until the hour for adjournment was announced.
On motion of John Early, resolved, that when we ad-

journ, we adjourn to meet at three o'clock P. M.
Conference adjourned until three o'clock P. M.

Friday Afternoon.

Conference met according to adjournment. Bishop Rob-
erts in the chair.

The consideration of the motion of S. G. Roszel was
resumed, and, after a few remarks, the question was taken

on the first resolution, which was adopted, one hundred
and twenty-two voting in favour, and eleven against it.

The second resolution was then read. An amendment
was moved by A. Scott, and after considerable debate, on
taking the question, the motion to amend was lost, one
hundred and twenty-three against, and fourteen in favour

of it. The resolution was then read, and a division of it

called for. The first member of the resolution was then

read, and on taking the question it was adopted, one hun-
dred and twenty in favour, and fourteen against it. The
remaining part of the resolution was then read, and on
taking the question, one hundred and thirty-seven voted in

favour of it, and none in the opposition.

The preamble was then read and adopted.

The third resolution was also read and adopted.



JoufnaZ of General Conference, 1836, 447

The whole of the motion as adopted is as follows, viz. :— May is.

Whereas great excitement has prevailed in this country Preamble and

on the subject of modern abolitionism, which is reported to u,e°'"i!bject of

have been increased in this city recently by the unjustifiable Abolitionism,

conduct of two members of the General Conference, m
lecturing upon and in favour of that agitating topic; and
whereas such a course on the part of any of its members
is calculated to bring upon this body the suspicions and
distrust of the community, and misrepresent its sentiments

in regard to the point at issue ; and whereas in this aspect

of the case, a due regard for its own character, as well as

a just concern for the interests of the Church confided to

its care, demand a full, decided, and unequivocal expression

of the views of the General Conference in the premises,

therefore :

—

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in

General Conference assembled, 1. That they disapprove in

the most unqualified sense the conduct of two members of

the General Conference, who are reported to have lectured

in this city recently upon and in favour of modern
abolitionism.

Resolved, 2. That they are decidedly opposed to modern Resolutions

abohtionism, and wholly disclaim any right, wish, or inten- tionSm.

tion to interfere in the civil and political relation between
master and slave as it exists in the slave-holding states of

this Union.

Resolved, 3. That the foregoing preamble and resolutions

be published in our periodicals.

Adjourned until to-morrow morning at eight o'clock.

SATURDAY, MAY 14. May 14.

Conference met according to adjournment. Bishop Hed-
ding in the chair.

The Rev. Dr. Edwards, corresponding secretary of the Adc^ess on tho

American Temperance Society, was introduced to the con- perance.

ference by the president, and delivered an address on the

subject and advantages of the temperance reformation, in

which he stated that the said society had collected and

published so^pe of the most important facts, which go to

show the blessed results of temperance efforts.

On motion of N. Bartgs :

—

Resolved, That the thanks of this conference be pre-

sented to Dr. Edwards for his very interesting address, and

that it be recommended to the members of this conference

to furnish themselves with a copy of the volume above

alluded to.

The chairman of the Committee on Revisal, &c., pre-

sented and read a fifth report, which, according to rule,

was ordered to lie on the table one day.

Tbanks of tlio

conference ti>

Dr. Edwar'If.

Report of Oni-
mtttee oq Ke-
vUal, iiA.
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Adjournment

The chairman of the Committee on the Episcopacy pre-

sented and read their report, which, on motion, was ordered

to He on the table.

The chairman of the Committee on the Canada Claims

presented and read a report, which, on motion, was ordered

to lie on the table one day, and that the secretary be

requested to furnish the brethren from Canada with a

copy.

The Chairman of the Committee on Temperance pre-

sented and read a report, which, according to rule, was
ordered to lie on the table one day.

The chairman of the Committee on the Allowance for

Preachers presented and read their report, which, according

to rule, was ordered to lie on the table one day.

A petition from a number of persons within the bounds
of the New-England Conference on the subject of slavery

was presented by 0. Scott, and on motion referred to the

Committee on Slavery.

On motion of N. Bangs :

—

Resolved, That it is the sense of this conference that no
memorial should be received, unless subscribed by the

memorialists in their own proper signatures. After some
debate, a motion was made to amend, by striking out the

word "proper" and inserting the word "authorized."

Lost. The motion was then withdrawn by the mover, and
renewed by S. G. Roszel, and after the subject had been
debated by several members, the question was taken and
the motion lost.

A petition of the official members of the Lancaster- Cir-

cuit was presented, and on motion referred to the Judi-

ciary Committee.

The first report of the Committee on Revisals, &c., was
called. The fourth item was read and reported. The fifth

item was read, and the first part of it adopted.

The time of adjoui-nment was announced, and conference

adjourned until Monday morning at eight o'clock.

May 16.

.-iisth Report on
RevisaL

Report of Select

Committee on
Address from
persons in

Canada.

MONDAY, MAT 16.

Conference met according to adjournment. Bishop An-
drew in the chair.

The chairman of the Committfee on Revisal, (L'C, pre-

sented and read a sixth report, which, on motion, was
ordered to lie on the table.

The chairman of the Select Committee, to whom was
referred the address of sundry persons in Upper Canada,
claiming to be the Methodist Episcopal Church in that

province, presented and I'ead a report, which, on motion,

was ordered to lie on the table.

On motion of L. Pierce :

—
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Resolved, That the funeral sermon of Bishop Emory,
provided for by a former resolution, be, if it suit the con-

veniency of the bishops, delivered in this house (Wesley
Chapel) on Wednesday next, at eleven o'clock A. M.
On motion of D. Ostrander :

—

Resolved, 1. That this conference will close its present

session, and finally adjourn on Saturday, 28t]i instant.

Resolved, 2. That we will hereafter suspend the regular

order of business, and respectfully request the superintend-

ents and secretary, or, if preferred by the superintendents,

a committee they may appoint, to present the business to

the conference in such order as to consider such reports,

resolutions, and other matters most important, and the con-

ference consider and decide on these as so presented.

A petition from sundry persons in the bounds of the

New-Hampshire Conference was presented, and referred to

the Committee on Slavery.

A petition from sundry persons in the bounds of the

Troy Conference was presented, and referred to the Com-
mittee on Slavery.

Two petitions from sundrj' persons in the bounds of the

Oneida Conference were presented, and referred to the

Committee on Slaver}\

A petition from Plattsburg district, Troy Conference,

was presented and referred to the Committee on Slavery.

A communication from the quarterly conference of

Westmoreland cizxuit was presented, and referred to the

Committee on the Judiciary.

On motion of A. Wiley :

—

Resolved, That the mamage ceremony be altered or

amended, 1. By striking out all that part which requires

the persons to be married to repeat after the minister,

which part is found on the latter part of the one hundred
and fourteenth page, and the first part of the one hundred
and fifteenth page. 2. By transposing the first prayer so

as to place it after the parties are pronounced " man and

wife." 3. That "man" in the upper part of page one

hundred and sixteen be stricken out, and the word " hus-

band" be inserted. 4. That all that part which comes after

the blessing which the minister is required to add be strick-

en out. Laid on the table.

On motion of N. Bangs :

—

Resolved, That the Avords, " United States of America,"

which occur in the form of a deed of settlement, be strick-

en out. Laid on the table one day.

On motion of N. Bangs, the report of the Committee on

Canada affairs was called up and recommitted, for the pur-

pose of hearing a proposition from the brethren from

Canada.

On motion of G. C. Light :

—

29
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ence.
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Time when no
petition, <fcc.,

shall be called

for.

Partial action on
Report ofCom-
mittee on Mis-
sions.

Resolved, That the Committee on the Itinerancy be in-

stracted to consider and report on the expediency of direct-

ing the annual conference to insert in the Minutes annually

the names of all the ordained local preachers within their

several bounds.

On motion of L. Norris :

—

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal be, and they

are hereby instructed to inquire into the expediency of ap-

pending an explanatory note to the word " cathohc," on

page one hundred and four of the Discipline, and report

thereon.

On motion of W. Winans :

—

Resolved, That after Wednesday next, it shall not be in

order to call for petitions, memorials and appeals.

On motion of N. Bangs, the report of the Committee on

Missions was taken up.

The first article in the constitution of the Missionary So-

ciety, as recommended by the Board of Managers, was read

and adopted.

The second article, with an amendment, was read and

rejected, seventy-eight against and forty-seven in favour.

The third article was rejid, which remains as formerly.

The fourth article was read, and after considerable de-

bate, William A. Smith moved to recommit so much of the

i-eport as relates to the appointment of a president or sec-

retary and general agent of the Missionary Society, with

instructions to the committee to prepare a precise statement

of the duties and responsibilities of the proposed secretary,

and the mode of his subsistence, to be printed in the Dis-

cipline. Carried.

The fifth article was then read with a proposed amend-

ment, and adopted.

The eleventh article was then read, with a proposed

amendment, and adopted.

The twelfth article was then read, and adopted.

The first I'esolution in the report was then read, extend-

ing to the words " Chartered Fund," and a division called

for. The vote for adoption was taken and carried.

The remainder of the resolution was then read, and on

motion, ordered to lie on the table until the report of the

Committee on the Episcopacy can be acted on.

The second resolution was then read and adopted.

The third resolution was read, and before any action was

taken on it the time for adjournment was announced.

Conference adjourned until to-morrow morning at eight

o'clock.
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TUESDAY, MAY 17. May 17.

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop Soule

in the chair.

The chairman of the Committee on Missions presented

and read a report on the point referred to them yesterday,

which was laid on the table.

The Chairman of the Committee on Revisal presented

and read a seventh report, which was ordered to lie on the

table.

The chairman of the Committee on Bible, Sunday-school
and Tract Societies presented and read a report, which was
ordered to lie on the table.

The chairman of the Committee on the Book Concern
presented and read a report, which was ordered to lie on
the table.

The chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary pre-

sented and read a report on the appeal of Jonas Wester-
land, which, on motion, was laid on the table, and made the

order of the day for Thui-sday next. Also, on the appeal

of William Heath, which, on motion, was laid on the table,

and made the order of the day for Monday next.

A memorial from Poughkeepsie and Rushville circuits ;

one from Winds'or and Hampden, Maine ; one from Strong,

Baldwin, and Castine circuits ; one from Ritna and Fulton,

Oswego county, on the subject of slavery, were presented,

and on motion, referred to the Committee on Slavery.

A pemorial from the New-Hampshire Conference, on

the subject of slavery, was presented, and referred to the

Committee on Slavery.

A communication from L. Garrett was presented and

read, and, on motion, referred to the Committee on Itin-

erancy.

A communication from a number of friends in Ports-

mouth, Virginia, was presented, and on motion ordered to

lie on the table.

On motion of L. Clark, the report of the Committee on

the communication from certain brethren claiming to be the

Methodist Episcopal Church in Upper Canada, was called

up for consideration.

On motion of S. G. Roszel :

—

Resolved, That the brethren from Canada, Messrs. Pow-
ley and Bailey, be permitted to be heard in support of their

cause. They were accordingly introduced to the confer-

ence by the President, after which they addressed us on

the business they came to represent. Some desultory de-

bate then ensued, and John Early moved that the rules of

the conference be amended by adding " that it is not in

order to debate a motion to lav on the table." Carried.

Further report
on MliifiloDS.

Seventh report
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A motion was then made to lay the report on the table,

and lost.

The report was then pronounced to be before the con-

ference, and W. Winans moved to amend it by striking

out the words, " They say they have had additions," and

inserting, " It appears there have been additions." The

brethren who represent the Wesleyan Methodists in Canada

made a few remarks, and S. G. Roszel moved that the

further consideration of the subject now before the con-

ference be postponed, and made the order of the day for

Thursday next. On this motion, the debate continued

until the time of adjournment was announced.

On motion of John Early :

—

Resolved, That when we adjourn, we adjourn to meet at

three o'clock P. M.

Conference adjom-ned until three o'clock, P. M.

Tuesday Afternoon.

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop Roberts

in the chair.

The conference resumed the consideration of the un-

finished business of the forenoon, and S. G. Roszel with-

drew his motion for postponement. The report was then

taken up, and the amendment offered by William Winans,

and carried.

The report, as amended, was then read and adopted, viz.

:

Report of the The committee to whom was referred the address of

tinS^veMm- sundry persons in Upper Canada, claiming to be the
munication. Methodist Episcopal Church in that pro\ance, beg leave to

report that they have had an interview with the individuals

appointed by those persons who were the bearers of the

address, and have availed themselves of such other sources

of information as were within their reach. And they find

that in June, 1835, certain persons, to the number of five,

only one of whom was a travelling preacher, the others

being local elders, met and resolved themselves into what

they called a General Conference, and elected one of their

number to the office of a bishop, and the remaining four

proceeded to ordain and set him apart to that office, and

immediately held an annual conference, from the Minutes

of which it appears that they then numbered twenty-one

stationed or travelling preachers, twenty local preachers,

and oiie thousand two hundred and forty-three membei-s

of society. It appears there have been additions since,

both of preachers and members. In view of all the cir-

cumstances, as far as your committee has been able to

ascertain and understand them, they are unanimously of

opinion that the case requires no interference of this General

Conference. All of which is respectfully submitted.

On motion of Martin Ruter :

—
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Resolved, That the secretary be requested to furnish the

brethren from Canada with a copy of the report.

On motion of N. Bangs, the report of the Committee on

Missions was called up, together with the proposed amend-
ments to the constitution, for the action of conference. The
constitution as amended by this conference, on the recommen-
dation of the Board of Managers, is as follows, viz. :

—

Article I. This association, denominated The Missionary

Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, is established

for the express purpose of enabling the several annual con-

ferences more effectually to extend their missionary labours

throughout the United States and elsewhere ; and also to

assist in the support and promotion of Missionary schools

and missions in our own and in foreign countiies.

Article II. The payment of two dollars annually shall

constitute a member; the payment of twenty dollars at

one time a member for. life.

Article III. The officers of this society shall consist of

a president, vice-president, recording secretary, treasurer,

and assistant treasurer, who, together with thirty-two

managers, shall form a Board for the transaction of business.

They shall all be members of the Methodist Episcopal

Church, and be annually elected by the society. Each
annual conference shall have also the privilege of appoint-

ing one vice-president from its own body.

Article IV. There shall also be a resident correspond-

ing secretary appointed by the General Conference, whose

salary shall be fixed and paid by the Board of Managers,

who shall be exclusively employed in conducting the cor-

respondence of the society, and, under the direction of the

Board, in promoting its general interests by travelling or

otherwise. With the approbation of the managers, he may
employ such assistance from time to time as may be judged

necessary for the interests of the cause, the compensation

for which shall be fixed by the Board. He shall be ex-

ojfficio a member of the Board of Managers. Should his

office become vacant by death, resignation or otherwise, the

Board shall have power to provide for the duties of the

office until the next session of the New-York Conference,

which, with the conciu-rence of the presiding bishop, shall

fill the vacancy until the ensuing General Conference.

Article V. The Board shall have authority to make
by-laws for regulating its own proceedings, to appropriate

money to defray incidental expenses, and to print books at

our own press for the benefit of the Indian and other

foreign missions, fill vacancies that may occur during the

year, and shall present a statement of its transactions and

funds to the society at its annual meeting; and also shall

lay before the General Conference a report of its transactions

for the four preceding yefu^, and the state of its funds.

May 17.

Copy of above
comnmnlca-
Hon to be ^ven
to hrotbren In

Canada.

Committee ou
Missions. ,

Keviscd Const!-

tion of tlie Mis-
sionary Soci-

ety.



454 Journal of General Conference, 1836.

May IT.

Revised Consti-
tution of Mis-
sionary
ciety.

"

So-

Eeport of the
Committee on
Missions.

Article VI. Ordained ministers of the Methodist Episco-

pal Church, whether travelhng or local, being members of this

society, shall be ex-officio members of the Board of Managers.

Article VII. The annual meeting for the election of

officers and managers shall be held on the third Monday in

April, in the city of New-York.
Article VIII. At all meetings of the society and of the

Board, the president, or in his absence the vice-president

first on the list then present, and in. the absence of all the

vice-presidents a member appointed by the meeting for that

purpose shall preside.

Article IX. Twenty-five members at all meetings of the

society, and thirteen at all meetings of the Board of

Managers, shall be a quorum.
Article X. The Minutes of each meeting shall be signed

by the chairman.

Article XL Same as in former .constitution, with the

exception of the following words, inserted in the second

sentence between the words "conference" and "society,"

viz., "or other auxiliary," so as to read, "Each conference

or other auxiliary society," &c.

Article XII. Any auxiliary or branch society may ap-

propriate any part or the whole of its funds to any one

individual mission or more under the care of this society,

which special appropriation shall be publicly acknowledged

by the Board ; but in the event that more funds be raised

for any individual mission than is necessary for its support,

the surplus shall go into the general treasury of the parent

society, to be appropriated as the constitution directs.

Article XIII. As in the former constitution.

Article XIV. As in the former constitution.

Article XV. As in the former constitution.

Article XVI. As in the former constitution.

The report itself and the amendments oflered this morn-
ing were then read, and after considerable debate and som6
other amendments, the following is the report as finally

adopted, to wit :

—

The Committee on Missions beg leave to report (in part)

that in respect to the cause of missions, it is now too

firmly fixed in the affections of our ministers and people,

too closely identified with our plan of spreading the Gospel,

and has received too many tokens of the divine approbation

to need arguments in its defence. Commencing as it did

with small beginnings, it has gradually increased in its

resources, both pecuniary and otherwise, of doing good,

until it has attained that permanence and elevation of

character which puts it beyond the reach of successful

opposition, while it presents itself to our consideration as a

cause to be cherished, supported, and enlarged by all the

means within our power.
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From the reports of the society for the last four years, May n.

it appears that during that time there have been received into Report of Com-

the treasury one hundred and forty-four thousand six bun- Mons!***"

dred and twenty-seven dollars and twenty-two cents, and
paid for the shnie period one hundred and fifty-five thousand
six hundred and ninety-five dollars and ninety-nine cents,

leaving a balance against the society of one thousand sixt^-

eight dollars and seventy-seven cents.

This, together with the facts respecting the success of

those men of God who have been actively engaged in the

missionary work which have been spread before the com-
munity in the annual reports of the society and through
our periodicals, is evidence of the growing interest which
is felt in this holy cause, and of a full belief -that this

society is a powerful auxiliary in extending the Redeemer's
kingdom among men. . While, therefore, we express our

gratitude to God for what he hath wi-ought by this means,

we would devoutly invoke his blessing upon our future efforts.

In taking a view of the missionary field, and considering

the means to be used to occupy and cultivate it more
efiectually, and with greater success, we recommend to the

conference the adoption of the following resolutions :

—

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in

General Conference assembled, 1. That to the section in the

Discipline on the boundaries of the annual conferences, the

following clause be added:—" There shall be an annual con-

ference on the western coast of Africa, to be denominated the

Liberia Mission Annual Conference, possessing all the rights,

powers, and privileges of other annual conferences, except

that of sending delegates to the General Conference, and

of drawing its annual dividends from the avails of the Book
Concern, and of the Chartered Fund."

2. That it be, and hereby is recommended to the bishops,

as soon as practicable, to select one missionary or more for

Afrisa, to labour in the interior, under the direction of the

president of the Liberia Mission Annual Conference.

9. That as considerable sums of money have been already

contributed for the establishment of a mission in China, it

is recommended to the bishops, as soon as it shall appear

to them safe and practicable, to select and send some suit-

able person or persons to that country, whose duty it shall be

to visit as many of the principal places as he may find acces-

sible, and as may be in his power, and report from lime to

time the state of things there, in respect to the feasibility of

establishing missions under our direction in that empire.

4. At the end of the answer to question four, chapter

one, section eight, part one of the Discipline, let there be

inserted the following words :
" N. B. Whenever a preach-

er on trial is selected by the bishops for a mission, he may,

if elected by an annual conference, ordain him a deacon
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May 17. before his probation ends, and a missionary employed on a
Keport of the foreign mission may be admitted into full connexion, if

AiSsions^^con" recommended by the superintendents of the mission where
tinued. he labours, without being present at the annual conference

for examination."

5. That at each annual conference, those who are receiv-

ed on trial or admitted into full connexion shall be asked
whether they are willing to devote themselves to the mis-

sionary work, and a list of the names of all those who are

willing to do so, shall be taken and reported to the Corres-

ponding Secretary of the Missionary Society ; and all such
shall be considered as ready and willing to be employed as

missionaries whenever called for by either of the bishops.

6. That it shall be the duty of all of our missionaries, ex-

cept those who are appointed to labour for the benefit of

the slaves, to form their circuits into auxiliary missionary

societies, and to make regular quarterly and class collec-

tions wherever practicable, and report the amount collected

every three months, either by endorsing it on their drafts,

or by transmitting the money to the treasurer of the parent
society.

7. It shall be the duty of each annual conference to ex-

amine strictly into the state of the domestic missions within

its bounds, and to allow none to remain on the list of its

missions, which, in the judgment of the conference, is able

to support itself.

The Committee on Missions report that they have con-

sidered the fourth article of the revised constitution of the

Missionary Society, and beg leave to recommend that there

be inserted in the Discipline, part two, section seven, at the

close of the section, the following words :
" The resident

Corresponding Secretary shall, by virtue of his office, be a
member of the New-York Conference, to which, in the in-

terval of the General Conference, he shall be held respon-

sible for his conduct ; and the New-York Conference shall

have power, by and with the advice of the managers of the

Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and
consent of the bishop presiding, to remove him from office

;

and in case of removal, death, or resignation, the New-York
Conference, with the concurrence of the presiding bishop,

shall fill the vacancy until the next ensuing General Con-
ference,

As to the duties of said secretary, and the mode of his

receiving his support, the committee think them sufficiently

defined in the article itself, which they again recommend for

adoption. (See fourth article, revised constitution.) They
however recommend the words, " resident Corresponding
Secretary" to be inserted in the Discipline, chapter one,

section three, between the words "journal" and " the." The
committee recommend, also, the adoption of the following

:
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Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the bishops to in- May n.
struct all our foreign missionaries, that whenever they come E<?P'>rt of Com-
in contact witli any of the missionaries belonging to the 8Ton8'%ontu.n:
Wesleyan Methodist Conference, they shall not 'interfere in

^^

their respective charges, any fui-ther than to help them in
their work when requested, but shall, on all occasions, cul-
tivate a spirit of friendship and brotherly aflection as
brethren engaged in the same common cause, namely, the
salvation of the world through faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ.

Resolved, That our representative to the Wesleyan
Methodist Conference be instructed by the bishops to pre-
sent this subject to said conference, and to communicate to
them the sentiments contained in the above resolution, and
to assure them of our cordial cooperation with them in

striving to extend the Redeemer's kingdom among men by
means of missionary enterprises.

Resolved, That it be respectfully suggested to the Boai-d
of Managers of the Missionary Society of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, the expediency of recommending to the
next General Conference, the adoption of the following as
a substitute for the last article of the constitution of the
Missionary Society, viz. :

—

This constitution shall not be altered but by the General
Conference, upon the recommendation of the Board of
Managers or by the society at an annual meeting upon the
recommendation of the General Conference.

Conference adjourned until to-morrow morning at eight
o'clock.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 18. MaylR

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop
Hedding in the chair.

The chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary pre- Report of Com-
sented and read a report on the division of property, &c., ^a on°(Uvis-
which, on motion, was adopted, to wit :

—

ion of property

The Judiciary Committee were instructed by a resolutiou
"""^ ^«9^^^^

of the conference to inquire whether it be just and right,

when an annual conference is divided, for that conference to

retain all property and legacies from the new which belong-
ed to them jointly when together ; and whether, when the
principal may not be divided, the proceeds of such property
or legacies should not be divided in proportion to the niim-

bers composing each conference.

On the subject, the committee report the following reso-

lutions, viz. :

—

Resolved, 1 . By the delegates of the several annual con-

ferences in General Conference assembled, that it is recom-
mended to every annual conference contemplating a divi-
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sion, to provide, where it can be done legally, for an equita-

ble division of the property belonging to said conference, so

as to give each of those made out of it its proportion ac-

cording to the number of its members, as nearly as

may be.

Resolved, 2. That when a conference is divided without

having made such previous arrangement for a division of

property, such arrangement shall be made as soon there-

after as may be ; in which case, the property should be di-

vided according to the number of members composing each

:

and if the principal of any property or legacies belonging to

said conference may not be divided, the proceeds thereof

should be annually divided between them in the same

ratio. All of which is respectfully submitted,

David Young, Chairman.

A petition from Baltimore city was presented, read, and

ordered to lie on the table. Also, from Alexandria, D. C.,

which was read and ordered to lie on the table.

On motion of J. Early, the report of the Committee on

Episcopacy was called up.

The first resolution was read and adopted.

The second was read and rejected.

The third was read, and on motion ordered to lie on the

table until the report from the Committee on Boundaries

can be acted on. A second motion was then made to lay

the whole report on the table. Carried.

On motion of N. Bangs :

—

Resolved, That the suggestion submitted to this confer-

ence, on the propriety of addressing our Wesleyan Meth-

odist brethren on the subject of temperance, be referred to

a committee to consider and report thereon.

On motion of M. Ruter :

—

Resolved, &c., That the Committee on Revisal be direct-

ed so to amend the fourth section in the form of Discipline,

on the duties of a bishop, as to render it consistent with

the regulations that have been established in relation to the

Book Concern.

The chairman of the Committee on Boundaries presented

and read a report, and on motion of J. Early, the regular

order was suspended for the purpose of taking up this report.

It was accordingly taken up article by article.

The first article was read and adopted.

The second was read and adopted.

The third was read and adopted.

The fourth was read and adopted.

The conference declined a further consideration of the

report, as the time for adjournment was announced.

A motion was made and carried that when we adjourn

we adjourn to meet at three o'clock, P. M.
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The secretary, T. L. Douglass, requested leave of absence
during the afternoon session. Granted.
On motion, John A. Collins was appointed an additional

assistant secretary.

The president announced the names of the brethren ap-
pointed a committee to address our British brethren on the
subject of temperance, viz., N. Bangs, W. Capers, and T.

A. Morris.

H. B. Bascom announced, on the floor of Conference,
that he had just received a letter containing the intelligence

of the death of our venerable and much respected brother,

John Littlejohn, of the Kentucky Conference, and offered

the fojlovving resolution, viz. :-^

Resolved, by the delegates of the several annual confer-

ences in General Conference assembled. That they have
heard of the death of the Rev. J. Littlejohn, of the Ken-
lucky Conference, with emotions of the deepest regret,

and that they appreciate his character, his virtues, and
his usefulness as a minister of the Methodist Episcopal
Church for more than sixty years, as worthy of all com-
mendation.

Bishop Soule addressed the conference, remarking that

our late venerable Bishop M'Kendree, by his will, had left

in his care his MSS., and suggested the propriety of the

conference taking some order in relation to them, and if

they saw proper, to direct that a memoir of his life, (fee, be
published, and an inscription prepared to be placed on his

tombstone.

On motion of S. G. Roszel :

—

Resolocd, by the delegates of the annual conference, &c.,

That Bisliop Soule be, and hereby is respectfully requested

to furnish, as early as possible, a history of the life of our
late Bishop M'Kendree for publication ; and that he pre-

pare a suitable epitaph for his tombstone.

On motion of J. Early :

—

Resolved, That the bishops be requested to select some
suitable and competent person to prepare for publication,

a vindication of our Episcopal ordination. On motion,

ordered to lie on the table.

Conference then adjourned until three o'clock P. M.

Wednesday Afternoon.

Conference met according to adjournment. Bishop An-
drew in the chair.

On motion of L. Skidmore, the resolutions offered by
Daniel Ostrander some days since, and then laid on the

table, fixing the time of final adjournment, were taken up.

A motion to amend the first resolution, by substituting

Thursday 2Gth, in place of Saturday 28th, prevailed, and

the motion, as amended, was adopted.

May Is.
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The second resolution was again laid on the table.

The unfinished business of the morning was resumed,

and the greater part of the report of the Committee on

boundaries was adopted, with a few verbal amendments.
On a motion by H. G. Leigh, to amend the report on

the North Carolina Conference, the parts of it relating to

that and the Virginia Conference were laid on the table,

on motion of J. Early.

On motion of J. A. Collins, that portion of the report

which fixes the bounds of the Baltimore Conference was
also laid on the table.

When the bounds of the Philadelphia Conference were
read, and a motion for adoption offered, R. W. Petherbridge

moved to alter these boundaries, by adding the North Phila-

delphia District to the New-Jersey Conference. While this

motion was under consideration, and before the question

was taken, the conference adjourned to meet again to-

morrow morning at eight o'clock.

Eighth report
on EeVisal laid

on the table.

Keport of Com-
mittee on
Canada Affairs.

THUKSDAY, MAY 19.

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop Soule

in the chair.

The chairman of the Committee on Revisal, presented

and read an eighth report, which was ordered to lie on the

table.

The chairman of the Committee on Canada affairs, to

whom their former report was re-committed, presented and
read their report, which, after considerable debate, and a
fair and full discussion, was adopted, as follows :

—

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CANADA AFFAIRS, ADOPTED
MAY 19TH, 1836.

The committee to whom was referred the communication
from the Conference of the Wesleyan Methodist Church in

British North America, beg leave to report :

—

Your committee have given a serious, and, they trust, a
candid attention to the document referred to them. They
have invited before them the president of the Canada Con-
ference, the Rev. William Lord, and the delegate from
Canada, the Rev. WiUiam Case, and have listened with
pleasure to their remarks, and perused with close attention

a communication purporting to set forth the grounds of these

claims. But inasmuch as the last General Conference did
distinctly avow that constitutional restrictions prohibited their

action, and proceeded to lay the question before the several

annual conferences, in order to obtain the decision of these
primary bodies upon the subject, your committee were
admonished that the task devolving upon them is limited

to this single consideration, viz.. Have the annual con
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ferences determined against the claims of the Canada Con-
ference ?

This point is determined by the votes of all the annual

conferences, which, being properly authenticated, and having

been carefully considered and examined, stand as follows :

—

In favour of concurring with the General Conference of

1832, live hundred and ninety-nine; against concurring,

seven hundred and fifty-eight. Whole number of votes

taken, one thousand three hundred and fifty-seven. This

statement shows that instead of three-fourths of the votes

being in favour of obviating the constitutional restriction,

as the Discipline in such cases requires, a large majority

have decided against it. And this decision your committee
regard as final and conclusive against these claims.

But inasmuch as the General Conference have ever

claimed and exercised the riofht to retjulate the discount at

which Avholesale purchasers may buy our books, and with

a view to an amicable and final arrangemement of all the

difficulties which have existed on this subject, and espe-

cially with a sincere desire to go as far as justice to the

Methodist Episcopal Church will authorize, to encourage

and perpetuate the friendly and fraternal feelings which
should ever exist between the different members of the

great Methodist family, the committee submit to the con-

sideration, and for the adoption of the General Conference,

the following arrangement, mutually agreed to by the

delegates from Canada and the Book Agents, and which we
are assured Avill be satisfactory to our Canadian brethren,

if sanctioned by their conference :

—

Whereas, the Canada Conference, now in connexion with

the Wesleyan Methodists of Great Britain, was formerly

imited to, and formed part of, the Methodist Episcopal

Church ; and whereas the union which, by mutual consent,

then subsisted, was dissolved at the earnest and repeated

solicitation of the ministers and members of the Church in

Canada, which was definitely determined upon by an act

of the Canada Conference, who thereupon and subsequently

did form a union with, and became a part of the Wesleyan

Methodist connexion ; and whereas there has been a differ-

ence of opinion between the Methodist Episcopal Church

and the Canada Conference in regard to the claim which

has been urged by the Canada Conference, of an interest

in, and a portion of the Methodist Book Concern; and

whereas the decision of the several annual conferences to

whom the subject was referred by the General Conference

of 1832 has been adverse to the claim of the Canada Con-

ference, and has thereby precluded any further action of

the General Conference, on the ground of claim, as made

by the Canada Conference ; but whereas this General Con-

ference cherishes an affectionate remembrance of the Canada

May 19.
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May 19. brethren, and is desirous to manifest its fraternal regard in

^ttee°^^oii 6very suitable way; and whereas the Canada Conference
Canada Affairs did, at its last session, appoint its president the Rev. William
continued.

Lord, and the Rev. Egerton Ryerson, delegates to this

General Conference, to negotiate its claims on the Book
Concern, and the Rev. William Case having been duly
appointed to take the place of Rev. E. Ryerson in the

negotiation ; and whereas the said Rev. William Lord,

president of the Canada Conference, and the Rev. William
Case, have full powers to bring to an amicable termination

the question pending between the two connexions, there-

fore, it is hereby declared to be mutually understood and
agreed that the following plan shall be considered as an
arrangement for the full and final adjustment and settle-

ment of the matter at issue between the Canada Conference

and the Methodist Episcopal Church, to wit : The Agents
of the Methodist Book Concern shall furnish to the Book
steward of the Canada Conference, any of the books which
may be issued from its press at the following rates, subject

to the conditions and provisos hereinafter named :

—

1. The general Alphabetical Catalogue books, whether
in sheets or bound, shall be sold at forty per cent discount

from the retail prices, as long as the present discount of

one-third shall be made to wholesale purchasers ; but
should this discount be hereafter changed to one-quarter,

and in that case the books sold to the Book Steward of the

Canada Conference shall be charged at a discoimt of one-

third from the retail prices which shall from time to time

be affi.xed to them respectively, provided that this discount

shall not apply to such books as may be reduced below the

usual prices on account of rival publishers ; and provided,

also, that the Canada Conference shall give satisfactory se-

curity in regard to the payment of any debt which may be

contracted with the Methodist Book Concern, within one

year from the time such debt may be created. And it is

also expressly understood and agreed, tliat no interest shall

be demanded or paid on any such debt, unless payment
should be delayed beyond the period of credit before

named, in which event interest shall be charged and paid,

from and after the expiration of said credit term. It is

also provided, tliat all books which may be ordered by the

Book Steward of the Canada Conference shall be at

the risk and expense of the said conference from the

time they shall be forwarded from the Methodist Book
Concern.

2. Sunday-school books and tracts shall be furnished to

the Book Steward of the Canada Conference at a premium
of eighteen per cent, to be paid in General Catalogue books,

at retail prices, and it is hereby declared to be understood

and agreed, that the same pl•o^^sions and conditions are to be
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adjudged applicable to Sunday-school books and tracts as
have been specified above in regard to books generally.

3. It is understood and agreed that the privileges herein
secured to the Canada Conference, shall be binding on the
Methodist Book Concern until the first day of May, 1852,
next ensuing the present date ; Provided, also, that the said
Conference shall regularly and truly make an annual settle-
ment to the satisfaction of the Agents of the Methodist
Book Concern, and not otherwise.

4. Finally, it is hereby mutually understood and agreed
that the foregoing arrangement is considered as a full,
definite, and satisfactory adjustment of the question which
has arisen between the Canada Conference and the Metho-
dist Episcopal Church on the subject of the Methodist
Book Concern.

In testimony whereof, the Agents of the Methodist Book
Concern, and the delegates of the Canada Conference, have
mutually affixed their respective signatures, this 18th day
of May, 1836, in the city of Cincinnati, Ohio.

(Signed,) B. Waugh, > . ,

T.Mason, ]
^"^96^8.

William Lord, ) Delegates from
William Case,

j Canada.
A duplicate of this report, signed as the origmal, was

given to the brethren from Canada.

Thomas L. Douglass, Secretary.
All which is respectfully submitted.

Robert Paine, Chairman.
The above papers were signed in presence of the Gene-

ral Conference, and the originals filed among the confer-
ence papers.

On motion of N. Bangs :

—

Resolved, That the adjustment of the debts now due
from the Canada Conference to the Book Concern, be re-
ferred to the Book Agents and Book Committee at New-
York for final settlement at their discretion.

On motion of N. Bangs :

—

Resolved, That the secretary- be requested to furnish tlic

brethren from Canada with a copy of all the papers respect-
ing the Canada claim which have been presented to the
Conference.

On motion of N. Levings :

—

Resolved, That the words, "and Zion's Herald," found
in the Discipline, article two, section eight, on page one
hundred and eighty-five, be stricken from the Discipline.
Ordered to lie on the table one day, according to rule.

On motion of R. Paine :

—

Resolved, That a copy of the report of the Committee on
Canada affairs, including the arranirement between the
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May 19.

Keport on Book
Concern, re-

scindiug the
limitation of

time ofservice,
adopted.

General Conference and Canada, be furnished for the Book
Agents at New-York.
On motion of D. Ostrander, the second report of the

Committee on the Book Concern was taken up, read, and
adopted, as follows :

—

The Committee on the Book Concern, having duly con-

sidered that part of the Discipline referred to them, con-

tained in section eight, part two, and having reference to the

time of service of editors, agents, and others, take leave to

report the following resolution for adoption by this confer-

ence, viz. :

—

Resolved, by the delegates of the several annual confer-

ences in General Conference assembled. That the clause in

our DiscipHne which says, " No book-steward, agent, or ed-

itor shall be continued in office for a longer time than eight

years successively, and the regulation shall apply to those

who are appointed as assistants," be, and the same is here-

by rescinded. Respectfully submitted.

M. RuTEK, Chairman..
Cincinnati, May 6, 1836.

Afternoon
sion.

Eeport on Bible,

Sunday-school
and Tract So-
cieties in part
adopted. Bal-
ance laid on
the table.

Funeral sermon
of Bishop Em-
ory.

A copy request-
ed for publicar
tion.

Note from J. G.
Birney.

J. L. Brom-
well's appeal

On motion of N. Bangs :

—

Resolved, That when we adjourn we adjourn to meet at

three o'clock, P. M.
On motion of S. Luckey, the report of the Committee on

Bible, Sunday-school, and Tract Societies was called up,

and so much of the report as related to a pastoral address

was referred to the committee appointed to write said ad-

dress. On motion the remainder of the report was laid on

the table.

The time for the funeral services of our late respected

and beloved Bishop Emory having been announced, it was
moved and carried that a recess of ten minutes be allowed.

At eleven o'clock the religious services commenced. Bishop

Andrew read, sung, and prayed. Bishop Roberts preached

from Revelations xiv, 13. The services were concluded

with prayer by S. G. Roszel.

On motion of B. Waugh :

—

Resolved, unanimously, by a rising vote, that Bishop

Roberts be requested to furnish a copy of the discourse

just dehvered for publication.

A communication from James G. Birney was presented,

read, and ordered to lie on the table.

An appeal from Jacob L. Bromwell was presented and

referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Conference adjourned until three o'clock, P. M.

Thursday Afteenoon.

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop Red-
ding in the chair.
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On motion of W. Browning, the report of the Commit-
tee on Boundaries was called up for adoption.

On motion of T. Crowded, the resolution to alter the

bounds of the Philadelphia Conference was laid on the

table.

A motion was then made by L. Grant, that the petition

of the Philadelphia Conference, as contained in their con-

ference journal, to divide themselves into two conferences,

in the course of the ensuing four years, be granted. Lost.

The report, with the amendments, was then pronounced
to be before the conference for consideration.

On motion, the amendment was laid on' the table, and
the report of the Committee adopted.

The article forming the New-Jersey Conference was
then read and adopted.

On motion, the article forming the Nortli Carolina Confer-

ence was read and adopted.

The article forming the Virginia Conference was then

read, and an amendment was offered to add Westmoreland
and Lancaster circuits to it.

A motion was then made to read the petitions from
those places, but as they were in the hands of the Judi-

ciary Committee, and not in conference, they could not be

read.

On motion of E. Robinson :

—

Resolved, That the motion for amendment be laid on the

table.

The motion for the adoption of the article was then

carried.

The article forming the Baltimore Conference was then

read and adopted.

A motion was made by D. Ostrander, that Loyalsock

circuit be added to the exception in describing the bound-

aries of the Genesee Conference, and after some debate, it

was moved that we adjourn.

Conference adjourned until to-morrow morning at eight

o'clock.

May 19.

Action oil the
report of tbe
<."oniiiiltt<'e on
Boundaries.

FRIDAY, MAY 20.

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop Rob-
erts in the chair.

The chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary report-

ed that the petition of J. L. Bromwell, which had been re-

ferred to them, did not properly belong to them, and on

motion, it was referred to the Committee on Itinerancy.

The chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary pre-

sented and read a report on the petitions from the West-

moreland and Lancaster circuit, which was adopted, as fol-

lows :

—
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May 20. Tlie Judiciary Committee, to whom was referred the pe-
^P°''t

. "^^
t^° tition of the official members of the Methodist Episcopal

the Judiciary Church on Lancaster circuit, Baltimore Conference, report,

continue!?.^^'^^
that the petition referred to them is an able document,

drawn up in the most respectful language, and signed by

twenty-nine individuals, who claim to be official mem-
bers of the Methodist Episcopal Church on Lancaster

circuit.

The petitioners first invite the attention of the General

Conference to the section of the Discipline which states

that " no slave-holder shall be eligible to any official station

in our Church hereafter, when the laws of the state in

which he lives will admit of emancipation and permit the

liberated slave to enjoy freedom," &c. They then pro-

duce an extract of the laws from the commonwealth of

Virginia, showing their extreme rigour in this matter,

—

" that any emancipated slave (with exceptions too rare to

be looked for in one case out of many) remaining in the com-

monwealth more than twelve months after his or her right

to freedom shall have arrived, contrary to the provisions

of this act, shall be sold by the overseers of the poor, in any

county in which he or she may be found, for the benefit of

the literary fund." In view of this " Act," they claim that

they, as official members, are protected by -the DiscipUne

of the Church, as they deem it to be precisely one of the

exceptions to the general rule provided for in the Disci-

pline : and especially as under the existing laws of the com-

monwealth to emancipate their slaves would, in many cases,

be an act of cruelty to their slaves themselves.

The matter of complaint by the petitioners is, that the

construction put upon this rule by the Baltimore Annual

Conference, in certain acts, respecting individuals con-

• nected with this section of the work, is subversive of their

rights and oppressive in its bearings ; that they require

the same submission to the rule of persons in that state, as

of those in sections where the legal disability to comply

with it does not exist, regardless of the exceptions. And
they respectfully solicit the interference of the General

Conference, either to revise the rule, or give it such con-

struction as to afford them relief in the premises, or finally,

if neither be done, to cause them to be set off to the Vir-

ginia Conference.

It is due to the Baltimore Conference to say, that the

cases referred to as evidence of their improper application

of their rule, are stated in terms too vague and indefinite to

authorize the inference drawn by the petitioners. It is

represented that a young man applying to be received into

the itinerancy is prevented by application of this rule,

—

that it is in vain for him to urge upon a majority of the

conference the impracticability of his complying with the
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rule, in consequence of tlie laws under which he lives, or any iMay 20.

other consideration in favour of his beinjr received ; because Report of the

i_ -Hi 1 -11 11° , . , Commuteo on
he Will not comply with the rule, he must be rejected, the Judiciary

The same, it is assumed by the petitioners, is done with
<^"''""p''

respect to those who apply for ordination. And it is

inferred by them, that if the conference act consistently,

stewards and leaders may be expected soon to be called

upon to comply with the rule, or forfeit their official stand-

ing in the Church.

Your committee view this subject in a very diflferent

light. In admitting a preacher to travel, or electing one to

orders, a conference must have the right to act freely ; and
in cases which are not successful, it is wholly an assump-
tion, on the part of the applicants or their friends, to say

what particular considerations dictated the vote, unless such

considerations be distinctly avowed by a majority of the

conference. And it is known to all conversant with the

transactions of an annual conference, that no person apply-

ing to be received or ordained ever enters as a party before

the conference, pleading his own cause, and hearing and
answering the objections which may be urged against his

application. Any act of a conference, then, in these cases,

cannot be justly urged as evidence that the conference

denies the party concerned the benefit of the special pro-

vision in the rule. A conference, or otlier deliberative

bodies, possesses, and in the nature of tlie case must pos-

sess, the right to determine its own course, and vote freely

in all such individual cases. Your committee, therefore,

cannot see that the privileges claimed by the petitioners

have been contravened by an act of tlie Baltimore Con-

ference.
,

Having said this much respecting the alleged grounds

of grievance, your committee agree in the opinion that the

exceptions to the general rule in the Discipline, referred to

by the petitioners, clearly apply to official members of the

Church in Virginia, according to the laws of the common-
wealth, and do therefore protect them against a forfeiture

of their official standing on account of said rule.

In addition to the petition of the official members of

Lancaster Circuit, a resolution of a quarterly conference of

Westmoreland Circuit hfis been referred to your committee,

by which it appears that the members of said conference

concurred in said petition.

Should the General Conference agree in the opinions

stated by the committee in the report, it is respectfully

recommended that after adopting it, they cause a copy of

it to be forwarded to the official members in each of the

above-named circuits. All which is respectfully sub-

mitted.

David Young, Chairman.
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May 20.

Ninth Report
on BerlsaL

Keport of Com-
mittee on ex-
penses of dele-
gates.

The chairman of the Committee on Revisal presented
and read a ninth report, which, on motion, was laid on the
table.

The chairman of the Committee on the Expenses of

Delegates presented and read a report, which, after being
investigated and discussed, on motion was adopted, to

wit :

—

The Committee on the Expenses of Delegates haA^e at-

tended to the business referred to them, and beg leave to

report as follows :

—

Conferences.
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forwarded to the Agents of the Book Concern to aid the

funds of that institution.

All which is respectfully submitted.

William H. Raper, Chairman.

On motion of John Early, the report of the Committee on
Boundaries was called up.

The motion made by D. Ostrander was carried.

The report as amended, and finally adopted, is as fol-

lows :

—

Section I.

Of the Boundaries of the Annual Conferences, <!fC.

1. The New-York Conference shall embrace all that ter-

ritory now included in the New-York, Whiteplains, New-
Haven, Poughkeepsie, Rhinebeck, Delaware, and Newburg
districts.

2. New-England Conference shall include all the state of
Massachusetts, lying east of the Green Mountains, not in-

cluded in the New-Hampshire Conference, and that part of

Connecticut lying east of Connecticut River, and all the

state of Rhode Island.

3. The Maine Conference shall include all the state of

Maine, and that part of the state of New-Hampshire lying

east of the White Hills, and north of the waters of Assi-

pee Lake.

4. The New-Hampshire Conference shall include all the

state of New-Hampshire not included in the Maine Confer-

ence, that part of the state of Vermont east of the Green
Mountains, and that part of the state of Massachusetts

northeast of the Meirimack River.

5. The Troy Conference shall include the Albany, Mid-

dlebury, Plattsburg, and Troy districts.

6. Black River Conference shall include that part of the

state of New-York west of the Troy Conference not in-

cluded in the Genesee Conference, as far south as the Erie

Canal, and all the societies on the immediate banks of said

canal except Utica.

Y. The Oneida Conference shall include that part of the

state of New-York, east of Cayuga Lake, not included in

the New-York, Troy, and Black River Conferences, and the

Susquehanna district in the state of Pennsylvania.

8. Tlie Genesee Conference shall include that part of the

state of New-York west of Cayuga Lake, not included in

the Erie Conference, and so much of Pennsylvania as is in-

cluded by the Sugar Creek, Wellsborough, Smithsport, and

Loyalsock circuits.

9. The Erie Conference shall be bounded on the north

by Lake Erie, on the east by a line commencing at the

mouth of Cattaraugus Creek, thence to the Alleghany River,

409
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May 2a ut the mouth of Tunanquant Creek, thence up said creek

'lihe^s^JSi an^-
eastward, to the ridge dividing between the waters of Cla-

conier- rion and Sinnamahoning Creeks ; thence eastward to the
head of Mahoning Creek ; thence down said creek to the

Alleghany River ; thence across said river in a northwest-
erly direction to the Western Reserve line, including the

north part of Butler and New Castle circuits, west to the
Ohio Canal, thence along said canal to Lake Erie, includ-

ing Ohio city.

10. Pittsburg Conference shall be bounded on the north

by the Erie Conference, on the east by the Alleghany
Mountains, on the south by a line stretching from the head
of Tygert's Valley to the Ohio River at the mouth of the

Little Muskingum, embracing Middleburn Circuits and
Hughes River Mission, thence to the Muskingum River,

embracing Woodfield and M'Connelsville Circuits, thence

on the west to the mouth of White Woman Creek, embrac-
ing Summerfield and Freeport Circuits, thence north-east

to the Ohio Canal, embracing Dover Circuit, and thence to

the line of Erie Conference.

11. Michigan Conference shall embrace all that part of

the state of Ohio not included in the Pittsburg, Erie, Ohio,

and Indiana Conferences, and all the territory of Michigan,

except so much as is included in the Laporte District,

Indiana Conference.

12. Ohio Conference shall commence at the mouth of

the Great Miami River, thence running north with the state

line as far as the north line of Drake county, excluding

Elizabethtown, thence eastwardly, so as to include Lebanon,
Urbana, Columbus, and Zanesville Districts, thence down
the Muskmgum River so as to include Marietta Circuit and
Kanahwa District in Virginia, thence down the Ohio River

to the place of beginning.

13. Indiana Conference shall include the state of

Indiana, except so much as is included in the Illinois Con-
ference, Elizabethtown in the state of Ohio, and that part

of Michigan territory now included in the Laporte District.

14. Illinois Conference shall include the state of Illinois,

and that part of Indiana included in the Danville and
Eugene Circuits, the Wisconsin territory north of the state

and west of Lake Michigan, and also that part of said ter-

ritory west of the Mississippi, commonly called the Black
Hawk Purchase.

15. Missouri Conference shall include the state of Mis-

souri, and that pait of Missouri territory which lies north of

the Cherokee line.

16. Arkansas Conference shall include the Arkansas
territory, that part of Missouri territory lying south of the

Cherokee line, also so much of the state of Louisiana as is

now included in the Louisiana District.
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17. Kentucky Conference shall include the state of

Kentucky, except so much of the said state as lies west of

the Tennessee River.

18. Tennessee Conference shall include West Tennessee,

and that part of Kentucky lying west of Tennessee River

and North Alabama.
19. Holston Conference shall include East Tennessee,

and that part of the state of Georgia now embraced in the

Newtown District, and also what is now included in the

Tugaloo and Pickens Circuits, and those parts of South
Carolina and Virginia which are included in the Ashville

and Abingdon Districts.

20. Mississippi Conference shall include all the state of

Mississippi, except what is embraced in the range of coun-

ties on the east boundary of the state, viz., Jackson,

Greene, Wayne, Clark, Lauderdale, Kemper, Noxaber,

Lounds, and Monroe, and that part of the state of Louisiana

not included in the Arkansas Conference.

21. Alabama Conference shall include South Alabama,

and that part of the Mississippi not included in the Mis-

sissippi Conference and West Florida.

22. Georgia Conference shall include the state of Georgia,

except what is embraced in the Holston Conference, East

and Middle Florida.

23. South Carolina Conference shall include the state

of South Carolina, except so much as is included in the

Tugaloo, Greenville, and Pickens Circuits, and that part of

North Carolina now included in the Wilmington and Lin-

colnton Districts.

24. North Carolina Conference shall be bounded on the

east by the Atlantic Ocean, on the north by Albemarle

Sound, Roanoke and Staunton Rivers, on the west by the

top of the Blue Ridge, including the counties of Wilks and

Iredell, on the south by the south lines of Iredell, Rowan,

Davidson, Randolph, and Chatham, thence by Cape Fear

River, except those appointments now included in the Wil-

mington and Lmcolnton Districts.

25. Virginia Conference shall be bounded on the east

by Chesapeake Bay and the Atlantic Ocean, on the south by

Albemarle Sound, Roanoke and Staunton Rivers, on the

west by the Blue Ridge, on the north by the Rappahannock

River, except Fredericksburg and Port Royal.

26. Baltimore Conference shall include the remaining

part of Virginia, Holston, Ohio, Pittsburg, and Philadelphia

Conferences, the western shore of Maryland, except a

small portion included in the Pittsburgli Conference, and

that part of Pennsylvania lying east of the Alleghany

Mountains and west of Susquehannah River, including

Northumberland District.

2Y, Philadelphia Conference shall include the Easteni
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Shore of Maryland and Virginia, the state of Delaware,
and all that part of Pennsylvania lying between Susque-
hannah and Delaware Rivers, except so much as is included

in the Baltimore, Oneida, and New-Jersey Conferences.

28. New-Jersey Conference shall include the whole state

of New-Jersey, Staten Island, and so much of the states

of New-York and Pennsylvania as is now included in the

Asbury District.

29. There shall be an annual conference on the western

coast of Africa, to be denominated The Liberia Mission
Annual Conference, possessing all the rights, powers, and
privileges of other annual conferences, except that of send-

ing delegates to the General Conference, and of drawing its

annual dividend from the avails of the Book Concern, and
of the Chartered Fund.
On motion of John Early :

—

Resolved, That nothing contained in the report, fixing

the boundaries of the Virginia and North Carolina Con-
ferences shall be so construed as to prevent members
from meeting at Petersburgh in February next, where and
when a division of the preachers between the said con-

ferences shall take place.

On motion of William Winans, the report on the appeal
of Jonas Westerland was called up and read. Inquiry was
made of the president if it was not necessary that con-

ference should sit with closed doors, when the general con-

clusion was, that as the charges had been read, the present

case should be investigated without closing the doors.

On motion of John Early :

—

Renolved, That all appeals hereafter shall be tried with

open doors, except the appellant or his representative, or

the delegates from the conference immediately concerned,

shall desire them to be closed, and in such case the presi-

dent shall have the house cleared and the doors closed.

The consideration of the report was resumed, and on
the recommendation of the Committee on the Judiciary the

appeal was admitted, and the charges being read, the sub-

ject was discussed by S. G. Roszel in favour of the appel-

lant, and by B. M. Drake in behalf of the Mississippi

Conference. Several motions were made, and after having

been debated were withdrawn. A motion to affirm the

decision was lost, and a motion to re-consider carried, when
a motion was made by E. Robinson, that the decision of

the Mississippi Conference, in the case of Jonas Westerland,

by which he was expelled from the Church, be affirmed.

Carried.

Conference then adjourned to meet at three o'clock, P. M.
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Friday Afternoon.

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop An-
drew in the chair.

On motion of S. Martindale, the report of the Com-
mittee on the Episcopacy was called up, and on motion,

the fourth resolution was amended by striking out tlie

word " three," and inserting the word " two." The resolu-

tion recommending a visit to Africa was adopted. The
preamble to the report was then amended and adopted.

A motion to reconsider the fourth resolution was voted and
carried, and the word "two" was stricken out, and the

word "three" again inserted. The whole report, as

amended, was then adopted, as follows :

—

The Committee on the Episcopacy beg leave to report.

After a minute and particular examination of the labours

and administration of our government by the episcopacy,

your committee find nothing to condemn, but much to

approve. Their labours during the last four years have

been both arduous and difficult, and their attention to duty

such as merits the decided approbation of your committee.

Your committee recommend the adoption of the follow-

ing resolutions :

—

Resolved, 1. That it is a violation of a rule of discipline for a

bishop to continue a preacher in a station or circuit for more
than two years, notwithstanding the station may be divided

into two or more stations or circuits.

Resolved, 2. That it is inconsistent with the genius of

Methodism to continue a preacher for many years in suc-

cession in the same part of the work, and, therefore, the

bishops are advised not to continue any preacher for many
years in succession in the same city, town, or district.

Resolved, 3. That it is expedient at this time to strength-

en the episcopacy, by electing and ordaining three addi-

tional bishops.

Your committee have had under consideration the reso-

lutions of the managers of the Missionary Society of the

Methodist Episcopal Church, submitting the memorial of

the official members of our Church in Western Africa, in

which they ask the appointment of a bishop to reside in

that country, and recommend the adoption of the following

resolutions, viz. :

—

Resolved, 1. That it is inexpedient, at present, to appoint

a bishop for Western Africa.

Resolved, 2. That it be recommended to our episcopacy

to select one of their number to visit our work in Western

Africa, in the course of the ensuing four years, if they judge

proper and convenient : and in the event of such visitation

to Africa, the Treasurer of the Missionary Society of the
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Methodist Episcopal Church is hereby authorized to pay
the expenses of such visitation.

All which is respectfully submitted,

John Early, Chairman.
Cincinnati, May 13, 1836.

On motion of John Early :

—

Resolved, That whereas Bishop Soule has assured this con-

ference, and we are fully convinced that his want of health,

and the infirm state of his constitution, will not justify an
attempt in him to do effective service in the episcopacy,

therefore resolved, that he be at full liberty to pursue such

a course as he may think best during the ensuing four

years, for the improvement of his health, and to prolong

his useful life, affording, in the mean time, all the service

he can, as a joint superintendent or bishop in our Church.

On motion of William Winans :

—

Resolved, That whereas Bishop Roberts has assured this

conference, and we are fully convinced that his want of health,

and the infirm state of his constitution will not justify an at-

tempt in him to do effective service in the episcopacy, therefore

resolved, that he be at full liberty to pursue such a course

as he may think best during the ensuing four years, for the

improvement of his health, and to prolong his useful life,

affording, in the mean time, all the service he can, as a

joint superintendent or bishop in our Church.

On motion of S. Martindale, the report of the Commit-
tee on Temperance was called up. The first resolution was
then read, and the subject debated until an adjournment
was called for.

Conference then adjourned until to-morrow at eight

o'clock, A. M.

May 21.

Report on the
Book Concern.

Report of the
Committee on
Education.

SATURDAY, MAY 21.

Conference met according to adjournment. Bishop Soule
in the chair.

The chairman of the Committee on the Book Concern
presented a report, which was read and ordered to lie on
the table.

The chairman of the Committee on Education presented

and read a report.

D. Young moved to amend the first resolution by insert-

ing the words " preacher in charge."

A motion to lay the amendment on the table was carried.

The resolution was then before the conference, and was
read and adopted.

The second resolution was read and adopted.

The thiid resolution was also read and adopted.

On motion the report was adopted with the understand-
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ing tliat the name and location of any other literary institu-

tions which may be handed to the committee shall be in-

serted therein, and by them be reported to the confer-

ence.

On motion of J. F. Wright, the secretary was instructed

to prepare the above report for publication in our periodi-

cals.

A memorial from Lockport was presented, and on mo-
tion referred to the Committee on Slavery.

A memorial from the Church in Alexandria, D. C, was

presented, read, and referred to the conference, when the

report on temperance shall be taken up.

The chairman of the committee on the subject of

slavery presented a report, which was read and adopted,

as follows :

—

The committee to whom were referred sundry memorials

from the north, praying that certain rules on the subject of

slavery, which formerly existed in our book of Discipline,

should be restored, and that the General Conference take

such measures as they may deem proper to free the Church

from the evil of slavery, beg leave to report

:

That they have had the subject under serious consider-

ation, and are of opinion that the prayers of the memo-
rialists cannot be granted, believing that it woxild be

highly improper for the General Conference to take any

action that would alter or change our rules on the subject

of slavery. Your committee, therefore, respectfully submit

the following resolution :

—

Resolved, &c. That it is inexpedient to make any change

in our book of Discipline respecting slavery, and that we

deem it improper further to agitate the subject in the Gen-

eral Conference at present. All which is respectfully sub-

mitted. John Davis, Chairmaii.

M&y 21.
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On motion of S. Chamberlain, the conference resolved to Time of final

adjournment
reconsider the vote by which they fixed on Thursday the

inJeflnite.

26th as the day of final adjournment. It was then moved

to strike out the words, " Thursday, 26th," with a view of

fixing on Monday, 30th, which was carried, and on motion,

the whole matter was laid on the table.

On motion of S. G. Roszel :

—

Resolved, That our assistant secretarj', Thomas B. Sar- e^^p^soa c^a*

gent, receive the same sum for his expenses that a delegate tarjr to bo

to this conference, coming from the city of Baltimore, in

which city brother Sargent resides, receives : and that the

chairman of the Committee on the Expenses of Delegates

be, and hereby is, authorized to draw upon the Book Agents

for the amount of such expenses.

On motion of Allen Wiley :

—

Resolved, That next Thursday be the day on which we

paid.

Day of election

of officers.
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May 21. ^[\\ enter into the elections of such officers as the General

Conference shall have provided for.

On motion of T. Spicer :

—

Revisai reports Resolved, That this conference hold a session on next

Monday,
**

3 "^ Monday at three o'clock, P. M., for the purpose of taking
^- up and acting on the reports of the Committee on Revisai.

Motion to re- The report of the Committee on Temperance was called

port on tern- up as the unfinished business of yesterday, and D. Ostrander
perance. moved that the report of the Committee on Temperance

be recommitted, with instructions to report a resolution

submitting the question of restoring Mr. Wesley's original

rule on spirituous liquors to our General Rules to the seve-

ral annual conferences for their concurrence.

Several speeches were delivered, and the debate con-

tinued until the time for adjournment.

Conference then adjourned until Monday morning at

eight o'clock.

May 28.
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MONDAY, MAY 23.

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop Hed-
ding in the chair.

(The following resolution passed yesterday, but omitted

in the journal of that day, is here inserted.)

On motion of A. Griffith :

—

Resolved, by the delegates of the several annual con-

ferences in General Conference assembled. That in view of

the increasing infirmities of Bishop Hedding, that he be at

liberty to exercise his own discretion in labouring at those

times, and in those places, which he shall judge most con-

venient and practicable in the discharge of the duties of his

office for the four years to conde. This resolution was
adopted imanimously.

On motion of T. Crowder, the report on the Book Con-
cern was called up and read. The resolutions were then

separately read.

The first, second, and third were read and adopted.

The fourth was amended, as the report will show, and
then adopted. The fifth, sixth, and seventh were read and
adopted. The eight resolution was read, and on motion

re-committed. The ninth resolution was read, an amend-
ment offered, and the debate continued until the hour of

adjournment was announced.

Conference adjourned until three o'clock P. M.

Monday Afternoon.

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop Rob-
erts in the chair.

The consideration of the report on the Book Concern was
resumed. The committee reported an amendment to the
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eiglitli resolution, which on motion was rejected. Tlie ques-

tion was then taken on the original resolution and carried.

The ninth resolution was then read and adopted. On
motion, resolved, that the remaining part of the report lie

on the table, and be made the order of the day for

Wednesday.
On motion of T. Spicer, the first report of the Committee

on Revisal was called up, and the concluding paragraph in

the fifth article was read, and on motion laid on the table.

An amendment was then offered to the eighth article, and
lost. The article was then read and adopted. The ninth

article was then read, an amendment offered, and after

considerable discussion, a motion was made to lay both

the article and the amendment on the table. Carried.

The tenth article was then read, and on motion laid on the

table. The eleventh article was read, and an amendment
offered. The amendment was lost. The article was then

read and adopted. The twelfth article was read and
adopted. The whole report being acted on, it was re-

committed with instructions to transcribe and prepare it for

insertion on the journals and for the Discipline.

On motion of John Early :

—

Resolved, That we take up the appeals which were laid

on the table, and made the order of this day ; and on

motion they were then laid over and made the order of the

day for next Thursday.

On motion of John Early, the second report of the Com-
mittee on Revisal was called up. The first, second, third,

fourth, and fifth articles were concurred in. The balance

of the report was concurred in, and the whole report being

adopted, was re-committed to be transcribed and prepared

for the Journal and Discipline.

The sixth report of the Committee on Revisal was read

and concurred in, and recommitted to be prepared for the

Journal and Discipline.

The seventh report of the Committee on Revisal was

called up. The first resolution was read, and adopted—re-

committed to be prepared for the Journal and Discipline.

Conference adjourned until to-morrow morning at eight

o'clock.

Mby 23.
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TUESDAY, MAY 24. Mfty24.

Conference met according to adjournment. Bishop An-

drew in the chair.

The Chairman of the Committee on Itinerancy presented i*^'°«^"«"^y

a report, which was read and ordered to lie on the table.

On motion of L. Swormstedt, the report on the allow-

ance of the preachers was called up, and made the order

of the day for this afternoon.

port.
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On motion, the order of the day was called for, and the

conference resolved to go into the election of three addi-

tional superintendents. The list was called and the votes

taken, one hundred and fifty-three voters being present.

On counting the tickets, Beverly Waugh obtained eighty-

five, and Wilbur Fisk obtained seventy-eight votes, which,

being a majority of the voters, they were declared duly

elected. The conference then proceeded in the election,

and after balloting the sixth time, Thomas A. Morris ob-

tained eighty-six votes, which, being a majority, he was
declared duly elected.

On motion, the conference resolved to go into the election

of a resident missionary secretary ; and, on balloting, Nathan
Bangs obtained ninety-four votes, which being a majority

of the voters, he was declared duly elected.

On motion, the conference resolved to go into the election

of the principal editor at New-York, and on the second

balloting Samuel Luckey obtained eighty-three votes, and
was declared duly elected.

On motion of J. Early :

—

Resolved, That whenever we adjourn, we adjourn to

meet at three o'clock P. M.
On motion, the conference resolved to go into the election

of assistant editor in New-York, and on the second ballot-

ing John A. Collins obtained eighty-nine votes, and was
declared duly elected.

Conference adjourned until three o'clock P. M.

Tuesday Afternoon.

Conference met according to adjournment. Bishop Soule

in the chair.

On motion, the conference resolved to go into tlie election

of a principal Agent of the Book Concern at New-York, and

on counting the tickets, Thomas Mason obtained one hun-

dred and three votes, and was declared duly elected.

On motion, the confeience resolved to go into the elec-

tion of an Assistant Book Agent at New-York, and on

counting the tickets George Lane obtained eighty-three

votes, and was declared duly elected.

On motion, the confei-ence resolved to go into the election

of a principal editor of the Western Christian Advocate,

and on balloting Charles Elliott obtained seventy-nine votes,

which was a majority, and Avas declared duly elected.

On motion, the conference resolved to go into the election

of an assistant editor of the Western Christian Advocate, and

on motion the conference determined to elect by nomination.

William Phillips was nominated, and, on taking the vote,

declared to be duly elected.

On motion, the conference resolved to elect the principal

Book Agent in Cincinnati by nomination and election.
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John F. Wright w.as nominated, and on taking the vote was
declared to be duly elected.

On motion, the conference resolved to go into the elec-

tion of Assistant Book Agent in Cincinnati, and on the

second balloting Leroy Svvormsledt obtained ninety votes,

and was declared to be duly elected.

On motion of N. Bangs :

—

Resolved, That the Book Committee and Book Agents
at New-York shall have authority to employ additional

help in the editorial department until the editors are ready

to enter upon their work.

On motion, resolved that a pamphlet, circulated among
the members of this conference, purporting to be an
" Address to the General Conference of the Methodist

Episcopal Church, by a member of that body," containing

reports of the discussion on modern abolitionism, palpably

false, and calculated to make an impression to the injury

of the character of some of the members engaged in the

aforesaid discussion, is an outrage on the dignity of this

body, and meriting unqualified reprehension.

Wm. Winans,
J. Stamper.

It was moved and carried, that the above resolution be Laid over until

, . 1 i-i i to-niorrow.
laid over until to-morrow.

Orange Scott avowed himself to be the author of the Author of pub-

pamphlet above alluded to, and as he considered himself "<*"*»•

under obligations to defend himself, requested a copy of

the above resolution, which, on motion, was granted.

Conference then adjourned until to-morrow mormng at

eight o'clock.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 25.

Conference met according to adjournment. Bishop Red-

ding in the chair.

The chairman of the Committee on Revisal presented

and read a report, which, on motion, was adopted, as fol-

Jows :

—

Your committee were directed to prepare a note explana-

tory of the word " catholic," as found in our baptismal

service on page one hundred and nine, chapter three, sec-

tion two. They offer the following, to be appended in a note

on the bottom of the page where the said word occurs,

viz.:—"By holy catholic Church, is meant, The Church

of God in general."

Your committee were also required to so amend the pro-

viso which permits a bishop to appoint a preacher for more

than two years in one place, as to include in its provisions

the Book Concern at Cincinnati. Accordingly they recom-

M8y26.

Report of Com-
mittee on Revi-

sal as adopted.
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May 25. mend that the words " Book Agents and Editors at Gin-

^m?ttee°on ^- cinnati " be introduced into said proviso, (chapter one,
visai continu- section four, in the second answer to third question,) im-

mediately after the word " Journal."

Respectfully submitted,

T. Spicer, Chairman.

Mat 25th, 1836.

The reports recommitted for the purpose of being trans-

cribed were returned to the secretary, and are as follows,

viz. :

—

The Committee on Revisal who were directed to report to

the secretary such amendments as the conference had adopt-

ed, as recommended in their former reports, do now report

as follows :

—

CHAPTER I, SECTION IX.

The ninth answer to question one shall be so amended
as to read thus :

—

9, To take an exact account of the members in society

in their respective circuits and stations, keeping the names
of all local elders, deacons, and preachers properly distin-

guished, and deliver in such accounts to the annual confer-

ence, that their number may be printed in the Minutes.

CHAPTER I, SECTION XV.

The seventh answer is amended so as to read, after the

words, " as his other duties will allow," " the course of in-

struction shall not only embrace the nature of experimental

religion, but also the nature, design, privileges, and obliga^

tions of their baptism."

"8. To appoint a suitable leader for each class, who shall

instruct them in his absence, and recommend to the preach-

er such among them as he may think suitable to be received

among us on trial. The preacher shall leave liis successor

a correct account of each class thus formed, with the name
of its leader."

" 9. To preach expressly on education. ' But I have no

gift for this.' Pray earnestly for the gift, and use every

other means to obtain it."

CHAPTER I, SECTION XX.

Question 1. What directions shall be given concerning

local preachers ?

Answer 1. The quarterly meeting conference shall take

cognizance of all local preachers in the circuit or station,

and shall inquire into the gift to labours and usefulness of

each preacher by name.

2. The quarterly conference shall have authority to

license proper persons to preach, and renew their license
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annually, whenever, in the. judgment of said conference, May 25.

their gifts, grace, and usefulness will wairant such renewal ; muTJo^on'Re

to recommend suitable candidates to the annual conference ^***' '"ntinu-

for deacon's or elder's orders in the local connexion for

admission on trial in the travelling connexion, and to try,

suspend, expel, or acquit any local preacher in the circuit

or station against whom charges may be brought
;
provided

that no person shall be licensed to preacli without the

recommendation of the society of which he is a member, or

of a leader's meeting. Nor shall any one be licensed to

preach, or recommended to the annual conference to travel,

or for ordination, without first being examined in the quar-

terly conference on the subject of doctrines and discipline.

3. A licensed local preacher shall be eligible to the

ofiBce of a deacon, after he has preached four years from

the time he received a regular license, and has obtained a

testimonial from the quarterly conference, after proper ex-

amination, signed by the president, and countersigned by
the secretary ; and after his character has passed in exam-
ination before, and he has obtained the approbation of the

annual conference.

4. A local deacon shall be eligible to the office of elder

after he has preached four years from the time he was or-

dained a deacon, and has obtained a recommendation from
the quarterly conference of which he is member certifying

his qualifications in doctrine, discipline, talents, and useful-

ness, signed by the president and countersigned by the

secretary. . He shall, if he cannot attend, send to the an-

nual conference such recommendation, and a note certify-

ing his belief in the doctrine and discipline of our Church,

the whole being examined by the annual conference, and if

approved he may be ordained : provided, nevertheless,

that no slaveholder shall be eligible to the office of an elder

or deacon where the law will admit of emancipation, and

permit the liberated slave to enjoy freedom.

5. Every local elder, deacon, and preacher shall have his

name recorded on the journal of the quarterly conference of

which he is a member, and also enrolled on a class paper,

and meet in class if the distance of his place of residence

from any class be not too great ; or in neglect thereof, the

quarterly conference, if they judge it proper, may deprive

him of his ministerial office.

Whenever any elder, deacon, or preacher shall remove

from one circuit or station to another, he shall procure

from the presiding elder of the district, or from the preacher

having charge, a certificate of his official standing in the

Church at the time of his removal, without wliicli he shall

not be received as a local preacher in otiier j)laces.

No elder, deacon, or preacher among us shall distil or

vend spirituous liquors without forfeiting his official standing.

31
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May 25. Question 2. What shall be done when a local elder

mittee on Ee- deacon, or preacher is I'eported to be guilty of some crime
Tisai continn- expressly forbidden in the word of God, sufBcient to ex-

clude a person from the kingdom of grace and glory ?

Answer 1. The preacher having charge shall call a

committee, consisting of three or more local preachers, be-

fore whom it shall be the duty of the accused to appear,

and by whom he shall be acquitted, or if found guilty,

suspended until the next quarterly conference ; and the

. preacher in charge shall cause exact minutes of the charges,

testimony, and examination, together with the decision of

the committee, to be laid before the quarterly conference,

where it shall be the duty of the accused to appear ; and
the president shall, at the commencement of the trial, ap-

point a secretary, who shall take down regular minutes,

and when read and approved shall be signed by the presi-

dent, and also by the members of the conference who are

present, or a majority of them. And in case of condemna-
tion, the local preacher, deacon, or elder shall be allowed

to appeal to the next annual conference, pro\aded that he
signify to the said quarterly conference his determination to

appeal, in which case the said president shall lay the min-

utes of the trial above mentioned before the said annual

conference at which the local preacher, deacon, or elder, so

appeahng, may appear ; and the said annual conference

shall judge and finally deteraiine from the minutes of the

said trial so laid before them.

2. When a local elder or deacon shall be expelled, the

presiding elder shall require of him the credentials of his

ordination, to be filed with the papers of the annual con-

ference within tlie limits of which the expulsion has taken

place ; and should he at any future time produce to the

annual conference a certificate of his restoration, signed by
the president, and countersigned by the secretary of the

quarterly conference, his credentials may be restored to him.

Question 3. What shall be done in case of impropei

tempers, words, or actions ?

Ansiuer. Tlie person so offending shall be reprehended by
the preacher having charge. Sliould a second transgres-

sion take place, one, two, or three faithful friends are to be

taken as witnesses. If he be not then cured, he shall be

tried at the next quarterly conference, and if found guilty

and impenitent he shall be expelled from the Church.

CHAPTER II, SECTION VI.

The answer shall be so amended as to read,

—

Ansicer. By all means. This is no time to give encour-

agement to superfluity of apparel ; therefore, receive none

into the Church till they have left off superfluous ornaments.

Id order to this, 1. Let every one who has charge of a cir-
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cuit or station read Mr. Wesley's Thoufirhts upon Dress, at May 26.

least once a year in e\ei7 society. 2. In visiting the class- ml^e°oifRe:
es be very mild, but very strict. . 3. Allow of no exempt ^'8«' contJnu-

case. Better one sutler than many. 4. Give no tickets to
^'

any that wear high heads, enormous bonnets, ruffles, or
rings.

CHAPTER II, SECTION II.

Answers one and two are so amended as to read thus :

—

Ansioer 1. Let none be received into the Church until

they are recommended by a leader with whom they have
met at least six months on trial, and have been baptized.

Answer 2. Let none be admitted on trial except they are
well recommended by one you know, or until they have met
twice or thrice in a class.

In the same section the answer to the fourth question is

so amended as to read thus :

—

Answer. Tlie official minister or preacher shall, at ever)'

quarterly meeting, read the names of those that are receiv-

ed into the Church, and also those that are excluded there-

from.

In the same section the second answer to question five is

so amended as to read thus :

—

2. If they do not amend, let him who has the charge of

the circuit or station bring their case before the society or a

select number, before Avhom they shall have been cited to

appear ; and if they be found guilty of wilful neglect, by
the decision of a majority of the members before whom
their case is brought, let them be laid aside ; and let the

preacher show that they are excluded for a breach of our

rules, and not for immoral conduct.

CHAPTER II, SECTION V.

The following were ordered to be stricken out of second

and third answer to question two.

2. Let him declare whoever does this will be put back

on trial.

3. When any such is put back on trial, let a suitable ex-

hortation be subjoined. And the figure 4 which follows be

changed to figure 2. And also the words with which

the section closes be stricken out, viz. :

—

" And even in a doubtful case the member shall be put

back on trial."

CHAPTER I, SECTION X\^II,

Is amended by adding at its close as follows :

—

And after such form of trial and expulsion, the person so '

expelled shall have no privileges of society or sacraments

in our Chiu-ch without confession, contrition, and proper

trial.
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May '26.

Report of Com-
mittee on Re-
vlsal continu-
ed

Adoption of re-

port of Com-
mittee on the
(.bartered

K;iiid.

Viioanciea in

Koard filled.

Ui'solutions of
report adopted.

A preacher on trial who may be accused of crime shall

be accountable to the quarterly conference of the circuit on

which he travels. The presiding elder shall call a commit-

tee of three local preachers, who may suspend him, and

the quarterly conference may expel him. Nevertheless, he

shall have a right to an appeal to the next annual conference.

When any travelling elder or deacon is deprived of his

credentials b}' expulsion or otherwise, they shall be filed

with the papers of the annual conference of which he was
a member. And should he at any future time give satis-

factory evidence to said conference of his amendment, and

procure a certificate of the quarterly conference of the cir-

cuit or station where he resides, or of an annual conference,

who may have admitted him on trial, recommending to the an-

nual conference of which he was a member formerly the resto-

ration of his credentials, the said conference may restore them.

On motion, the report of the Committee on the Chartered

Fund was called up and read, and on motion
Resolved, That we now fill the vacancies in the Board of

Trustees.

The conference accordingly proceeded to act on the

nominations of the Board, and elected Philip Eisenbrey to

fill the place of the Rev. Thomas F. Sargeant, deceased;

Michael S. Johns to supply the place of Joseph L. Inghs,

deceased ; and John F. Walker to supply the place of Wil-

liam Lowber, resisfned.

On motion, the report was then adopted, one hundred
in favour and one against. Several members of confer-

ence present did not vote.

The committee respectfully recommend to the General
Conference the adoption of the following i-esolutions :

—

Resolved, 1. By the delegates of the annual conferences

of the Methodist Episcopal Church in General Conference

assembled, two-thirds concurring, That the trustees of the

Chartered Fund of the Methodist Episcopal Church in the

United States of America be, and they are hereby author-

ized and directed to sell and transfer all the stock held by said

corporation in the Philadelphia and Lancaster Turnpike

Company, and that they invest the moneys arising from
such sale in such manner and way as they shall believe

will be most for the interest of said corporation.

Resolved, &c., 2, two-thirds concurring, That the Trus-

tees of the Chartered Fund of the M. E. Church be, and
they are hereby, directed to apply to the legislature of Penn-
sylvania for an amendment to the charter of said corpora-

tion, so as to strike out the whole of the fifth article in the

oiiginal charter, and insert in lieu thereof, " that it shall

and may be lawful for the said trustees, or a majority of

them at any time when they shall deem it expedient, to sell

and convey any real estate which now is, or hereafter may
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become vested in said corporation, and to sell and transfer

any personal estate of which the said corporation is or mfiy

hereafter become possessed, and that they invest the moneys
arising from such sale or sales in such manner and way as

they shall consider most beneficial for the said coi poration.

Resoli'ed, &c., 3. That in vie^ of the small amount of capital

of the Chartered Fund, and of the importiince of increasing

it, the General and annual conferences be recommended to

adopt immediate and efficient measures for its enlargement.

On motion of N. Bangs :

—

Resolved, That a copy of the third resolution in the above
leport be sent by the secretary to each annual conference,

to be entered upon its journal.

On motion, the report on the allowance of preachers was
called up and read.

On motion, the second resolution was laid on the table.

On motion, the third and fourth resolutions were read

and adopted.

A motion was then made and carried to take up the re-

solution. Laid on the table.

On motion of John Early :

—

Resolved, That when we adjourn, we adjourn to meet
again at three o'clock P. M.

The consideration of the report was then resumed, and
an amendment oflfered, which was lost ; and after several

remarks, it was moved and carried to postpone the resolu-

tion indefinitely. The report as adopted is as follows :

—

Your Committee on the Allowance of Ministers, having

had the various subjects presented to their attention by

your order under consideration, would beg leave to report

in part as follows, that in their opinion it would be inexpe-

dient at the present time to make any alteration as to the

amount of allowance as now set forth in the Discipline.

They would, however, respectfully present to your consid-

eration the propriety of striking out in part two, section

four, the first, second, fourth, and fifth rules, and the inser-

tion of the following, viz. : 1. The annual allowance of the

married travelling, supernumerary, and superannuated

preachei-s and bishops shall be two hundred dollars and

their travelling expenses. 2. Tlie annual allowance of the

unmarried travelling, supernumerary, and superannuated

preachers and bishops shall be one hundred dollars and

their travelling expenses.

They would also recommend that rule third, same sec-

tion, be amended by adding " or bishop," after the word

preacher ; that rule six, same section, be amended by add-

ing " and the bishops" after the word preachers ; and that rule

seven, same section, be amended by adding " and the

bishops" after the word preachers ; and that the sixth par-

agraph of same section, page one hundred and seventy-

May 'j.\

Resolutions of
report a(lupt«<l.

Direction
Secretary.

Alteration and
adoption of
the report of
tho Commit-
tee on Allow-
ance of Minis-
tere.
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eight, be amended by adding at its conclusion the following

words :
*•' and to apportion his entire claim among the dif-

ferent circuits and stations in the district, according to their

several abihty."

Your committee would also recommend the following as

a new rule, to be added after the sixth rule, part second,

section five :

—

" Each annual conference in which a bishop or bishops

may reside shall annually appoint a committee of three or

more, whose duty it shall be to estimate the annual amount

necessary to furnish a house, fuel, and table expenses for

said bishop or bishops, and that they be authorized to

draw on the funds of the Book Concern for said amount."

Your committee would further report that the following

may be added at the close of part second, section one,

page one hundred and fifty-eight, to wit :
" their widows

and orphans."

On motion of John Early, the resolution ofiered by

William Winans, and laid over yesterday, was called up

and read. Orange Scott addressed the conference in a

speech of considerable length, and William Winans made a

few remarks in explanation.

Conference then adjourned until three o'clock P. M.

Wednesday Afternoon.

Conference met according to adjournment. Bishop Rob-

erts in the chair.

On motion, the resolution under discussion at the time of

adjournment in the forenoon was called up.

A motion was made to refer the resolution to a select

.

committee, and after considerable debate, a motion was

made to lay the motion to refer on the table, which was

carried.

The resolution was then open to the action of conference.

On motion, the resolution was read and adopted by nine-

ty-seven in favour and nineteen in opposition. (For the

resolution, see journal of yesterday.)

On motion :

—

Resolved, That the above resolution be published in the

Christian Advocate and Journal and in the Western Chris-

tian Advocate. S. G. Roszel,

T. L. Douglass.

Report of Com
mittea on Book
Concern taken
up. •

On motion, the report of the Committee on the Book

Concern was called up.

The ninth resolution was read, and an amendment offer-

ed and adopted, and the resolution was then adopted.

The tenth was then read, and several motions to amend
were offered and rejected, and the debate continued until

the time of adjournment.
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Conference then adjourned until to-morrow morning at May 25

eight o'clock.

THUKSDAY, MAY 26. ^aysr,

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop An-

drew in the chair.

The chairman of the Committee on Parsonages and

Churches presented and read a report, wliich, on motion,

was adopted, to wit :

—

The Committee on Churches and Parsonages beg leave Eeport on Par-

respectfully to report, that they have not had anything re- Cheches,

ferred to them for consideration since their appointment,

and believing that no improvement would be likely to fol-

low any action of the General Conference on this subject at

its present session, they will only recommend the follow-

ing resolution, to wit :

—

Resolved, by the delegates of the several annual confer-

ences in General Conference assembled, That it be recom-

mended to our ministers and members to adhere to our ex-

isting regulations on the subject of churches and parsonages.

And your committee respectfully request that they may
be discharged from the further consideration of the subject.

B. Waugh, Cludrman.

Robert Paine and Wilham Weir requested and obtained

leave of absence during the balance of the session.

The chairman of the committee appointed to draft a

pastoral address presented the letter they had prepared,

which was read, and with some small amendments adopted.

On motion, the conference ordered the pastoral letter to be

published in the Christian Advocate and Journal and

Western Christian Advocate, Jind also in pamphlet form.

On motion of John Early :

—

Resolved, That the Committee on Revisal be instructed

to inquire into the expediency of striking out, "from

among the presiding elders," chapter one, section five,

answer four, page twenty-four.

On motion of N. Bangs :

—

Resolved, If it suit the convenience of the bishops,

that the two bishops elect, the Rev. Beverly Waugh and

Rev. Thomas A. Monis, be consecrated to their office on

Friday, 2'7th instant, at eleven o'clock, A. M. ; and that

either of the bishops be requested, whenever, or as soon

thereafter as practicable, when it is ascertained that Dr.

Fisk accepts his appointment, to consecrate him to his

office of a bishop in the Methodist Episcopal Church.

On motion of N. Bangs, the report on the Book Concern

was taken up. The several resolutions were read in their

order, commencing with the tenth. Several amendments

Paine and Weir
obtain leave of

absence.
Pastoral letter.

To be pnblieh-

Motion to striki;

out 3 reeola-

Uon.

Time for con*i-

crating bUboin
elect

'

Dr. Flsk

Report on Book
Concera
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May 26. were proposed and adopted, and the several resolutions, as

^ncenT '^on^
amended, were adopted, all of which the report will show,

tinned. The twenty-third article in the report, relating to, and
authorizing and directing our Book Agents to obtain an
act of incorporation for our Book Concern, was, on motion,

referred to a select committee of three to examine and
report thereon. The concluding article was then read and
adopted. The whole report, as amended and adopted, is

as follows. (The resolutions are appended, and the report

will be found among the conference papers.)

In view of the several subjects already mentioned, and
of others which we have found too numerous to be con-

veniently placed in the body of this report, your committee
recommend for adoption by this conference the following

resolutions :

—

Resolved, by the delegates of the several annual con-

ferences in General Conference assembled, 1. That the first

and second divisions in tlie eighth section of the Discipline,

part second, be stricken out, and the following paragraphs
inserted in their place :

—

1st. The principal establishment of the Book Concern
shall be in the city of New-York ; and there shall be such
other establishments as the General Conference may deem
expedient.

2d. There shall be one editor and an assistant appointed
to superintend all the editorial business of the Book Con-
cern in New-York, including the Christian Advocate and
Journal, Magazine, and Review, and all other works pub-
lished at that establishment.

Resolved, (fee, 2. That in the third division of the eighth

section in the Discipline, part one, the word " editors " be
stricken out, and the word "editor" be inserted in its

place.

3. That the sixth division of the eighth section, part one,

be stricken out of the Discipline, and that the following be
substituted in its place :

—

6. There shall be an establishment of the Book Concern
in the city of Cincinnati, under the superintendence of an.

agent and an assistant, who shall so manage the business

in the western country as to cooperate with the agents at

New-Yoi-k. They shall have authority to publish any
book in our catalogue when, in their judgment and that

of the Book Committee, it shall be advantageous to the
interests of the Church, provided that they shall not pub-
lish type editions of such books as are stereotyped in New-
York. And there shall be an editor and an assistant, who
shall have charge of the Western Christian Advocate, and
all the editorial business of this establishment, and who,
together with the agent and assistant agent, shall be chosen
from among the travelling preachers, and, by virtue of their
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appointment, shall be members of the Ohio Annual Con- May 26.

ference. The Book Committee for the establishment shall Report on Book
consist of seven members, including the editors, to be chosen Snued"'

''"""

annually by the Ohio Annual Con'ference., and whose duties
shall be the same as those of the Book Committee at New-
York. And the proceeds of this establislimont, Avith the
exception of what may be necessary to conduct the business,
shall be paid annually to the agents at New-York, to be
added to the profits arising from that Concern, and ap-
propriated for tlie same purposes. In case of removal, by
death, resignation, or otherwise, of the agents or editors, or
any of them, the Ohio Annual Conference shall have
authority to appoint a successor until the ensuing General
Conference.

4. That the Book Committee in New-York shall consist
of all the preachers stationed, for the time being, in that city
by the New-York Annual Conference, including the editors,
the resident corresponding secretary of the Missionary
Society, and the presiding elder of the district ; and that
the fifth division in the eighth section of part one of the
Discipline shall be so amended as to read in conformity
with this resolution.

5. That the agents at Cincinnati be authorized; with
the advice and consent of the Book Committee, to procure
ground, and erect a suitable building for a printing-office,

book-room, and bindery ; and for this end they shall be
allowed to appropriate such moneys in their hands as can be
spared, together with any donations that may be made to

the Concern in the West for that purpose.
6. That the Depository established at New-Orleans be

discontinued'; and that the seventh division of the eighth
section in the Discipline, part one, be stiicken from the

book. «

7. That the discount on the prices of our books, and the

general terms of sale, shall be continued as they have been
during the last four years.

8. That the Christian Advocate and Journal shall be
circulated as formeily among the traveUing preachers, who
are expected to act as agents for it.

9. That the Methodist Magazine and Quarterly Review
be continued

; and that the editors shall be authorized,

with the advice of the Book Committee, to employ suitable

persons, at a fair compensation, for the purpose of supply-

ing proper materials, and giving the work an elevated

character.

10. That in addition to the Christian Advocate and
Journal and Western Christian Advocate; there shall be a
similar paper established in the following places, viz.,

Charleston, Richmond, and Nashville, to be conducted
under the direction and patronage of this conference

;
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May 26. provided, that before any such paper shall be commenced

^o^^,*!? ^Ji?? three thousand subscribers shall be obtained, or subscrip-
C/oncern con- . . . i i n a i i i

tinned. tions amountmg to six thousand dollars. And the annual

conference within whose bounds such paper shall be estab-

lished shall appoint from their own members a publishing

committee, consisting of three, whose duties shall be similar

to those of the Book Committee of New-York and Cin-

cinnati, so far as they may be applicable to those establish-

ments.

11. That the editors for the papers at Charleston and
Nashville shall be elected by this conference, and that the

Virginia Conference be, and hereby is authorized to elect

an editor for the paper at Richmond until the next General

Conference. And in case of vacancy, by death, resignation,

or otherwise, in either of the establishments, the annual

conference, where it is located, shall have authority to fill

such vacancy, as above provided.

12. That the Publishing Committees in each of these

establishments shall keep an account of the receipts and
expenditures for the paper, con'espond with the agents at

New-York, hold all moneys, after defraying current ex-

penses, subject to their order, and shall report annually on
the state of the establishment to their conference, and to

the agents at New-York. And whenever it shall be found

that such papers do not fully support themselves, it shall

be the duty of the annual conferences within whose bounds
they are established to discontinue them.

13. That the annual conferences be affectionately and
earnestly requested not to establish any more conference

papers ; and that where such papers exist, they may be
discontinued when it can be done consistently with existing

obligations.

14. That it is inexpedient to establish any new deposi-

tories of books at present ; but if, in the interval of the

General Conference, the presiding bishop of any annual
conference shall concur with said conference in opinion that

it is expedient to establish a bookstore within their bounds,

in such case the agents both in New-York and Cincinnati

shall have authority to sell books to such conference book-

store, at a discount of forty per centum, without involving

any pecuniary responsibility on the part of the Book Concern.

15. That the salaries for the support of editors and
agents in all our book and periodical establishments shall be
fixed by the Book or Publishing Committees in the several

places for which such editors and agents are appointed.

16. That a certain claim against the estate of our late

brother Askins, of the Illinois Conference, in favour of the

Book Concern, in consequence of the loss of some of the

books for which he was charged, and the poverty of his

orphan children, be relinquished, and the debt forgiven.
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IV. Tliat the Rev. William Spry, of the Philadelphia May 26.

Conference, having mailed 660 for the Book Agents at Export on Book

New-York, which they never received, and being miable tinucd"^"

to lose that amount, or to make further payment, be exon-
erated from his obligation to pay it.

18. That a claim against the old Book Committee of the
Missj^uri Conference be referred to the Book Agents at
Ciircmnati, who shall have authority, if they deem it expe-
dient, to remit any or the whole amount.

19. That the claim of the Book Concern against the Rev.
Kenneth Murcheson for books which were never applied to

his use, be referred to the Book Agents at New-York, who
shall have authority to release him from payment.

20. That the claim of the Book Concern against Rev.
Oliver Beale, being of many years' standing, and consisting

in part of interest, be referred to the Book Agents at New-
Y'ork, who are authorized to remit the amount, or any part
of it, if they judge proper.

21. That James Quinn be exonerated from the pay-
ment of $68, which were lost in the old connexion busi-

ness, and which has been recommended by both the Book
Committee at Cincinnati and the Ohio Annual Conference.

22. That the Book Agents at Cincinnati be instructed

and authorized to settle with T. L. Douglass, and allow

him a credit for old books lost or taken out of boxes for-

warded to him, as the papers and vouchers in his posses-

sion will show.

23. That for the purpose of securing the property be-

longing to the Book Concern more firmly to the General

Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, the Agents
at New-York and Cincinnati be authorized and directed to

obtain, if practicable, an act of incorporation, and to take

such other steps as may be deemed advisable for the ac-

complishment of this object.

24. That our friends in numerous places, who have

manifested so deep an interest, and displayed so much lib-

erahty in favour of the Book Concern, are entitled to the

thanks of this conference ; and that it shall be the duty of

the presiding elders and preachers in charge throughout

the Union, where it has not already been done, to bring the

subject of the late disaster and loss which this institution

lias sustained fully before our people, giving them an op-

portunity to do as others have done, in order to its rees-

tablishment. M. Ruter, Cliairman.

Resolved, That members of this conference who break t'e'>»<i{'-^ of

the twelfth rule of the conference by leavmg without per- ing without

mission, shall be held answerable for so doing to their
.pe^italon.

respective annual conferences. Signed, E. Robinson, S.

Comfort,
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resident su-
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preachers.

On motion, the secretary was instructed to forward a

copy of the above resolution to the several annual confer-

ences.

On motion, the report of the committee appointed to

determine the tribunal of non-resident superannuated

preachers, was called up, read, and adopted, to wit :—
The committee to whom was referred the question relat-

ing to the ti'ial of superannuated preachers living oi<t of

the bounds of the conference of which they are members,
beg leave to report, that having taken the subject into

consideration, are of opinion that such cases would be attend-

ed with great inconvenience and embarrassment, for want
of a sufficiently explicit rule in the Discipline. We there-

fore recommend the following amendment to chapter one,

section eighteen, at the end of the first paragraph in the

answer to question one, viz. :
" And if the accused be a

superannuated preacher living out of the bounds of the con-

ference of which he is a member, the presiding elder in

whose district he may reside, shall bring him to trial, and,

in case of suspension, shall forward to the ensuing annual

conference of which the accused is a member, exact min-

utes of the charges, testimony and decision of the commit-
tee in the case." All of which is respectfully submitted.

, William Prettyman, Chairman.

Revisal report.

Roport of Judi-
ciary Commit-
tee on three
appeals.

The president announced the names of the select com-
mittee to whom the article in the report on Book Concern,

relating to an act of incorporation, was referred, viz., If.

Bangs, W. B. Christie, and B. Waugh,
Conference adjourned to meet again tliis afternoon at

three o'clock.

Thursday Afternoon.

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop
Soule in the chair.

The chairman of the Committee on Revisal presented

and read a report, which, according to rule, lies on the

table one day.

On motion, the report of the Judiciary Committee to

whom the appeals of William Heath, Samuel Helms, and
Samuel Julien were referred, was called up.

The report was read, several amendments proposed, and
considerable time spent in debate on the business. The re-

port was finally amended and, adopted as follows, to wit :

—

The Judiciary Committee to whom were referred the

communications of W. Heath, S. Helms, and S. Julien, (the

first of the Missouri Annual Conference, the second of the

Kentucky, and the last of the Indiana Conference,) com-
plaining of injustice done them by their several con-

ferences, in locating them without their consent, report.
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that they have examined these communications in connexion
with the Discipline of the Church, and liave come to the

following conclusions, viz. :

—

1. That the Discipline does not prohibit an annual con-

ference from locating one of its members without his consent.

2. That there is no provision in the Discipline authorizing

a person so located to appeal to the General Conference,

nor for any process by which to conduct an appeal in such
a case ; and that the brethren concerned have, therefore, no
legal ground to claim a privilege for which the Discipline

under whose legulations they entered the itinerant field

has made no provision.

3. Your committee believe, moreover, that when it is

rendered evident to the satisfaction of an annual conference,

that one of its members habitually neglects those duties

which he engages, on entering the itinerancy, to perform,

while in the estimation of the conference he is able to per-

form them, or otherwise conducts himself in a manner
which, though not absolutely criminal in itself, nevertheless

renders him unacceptable to the people, and destroys his

usefulness among them, he ought to be located, and that

provision ought to be made in the Discipline for that pur-

pose. They therefore recommend the adoption of the fol-

lowing, to be inserted as a fourth question, and its answer,

immediately after the answer to the third question of the

eighteenth section of chapter one of the Disciphne on fifty-

fourth page.

Question 4. What shall be done with a member of an

annual conference who conducts himself in a manner which

renders him unacceptable to the people as a travelling

preacher ?

Answer. When any member of an annual conference

shall be charged with having so conducted himself as to

render him unacceptable to the people as a travelling

preacher, it .shall be the duty of the conference to which

he belongs to investigate the case, and if it appear that the

complaint is well founded, and he does not give the conference

satisfaction that he will amend, or voluntarily retire, they

may locate bin without his consent, provided that he shall

be at liberty to defend himself before the conference in

person, or by his representative ; and if he be located in

his absence without having been previously notified of an

intention then to proceed against him, he may apply to the

conference at its ne.xt session, to be heafd in his defence,

in which case they shall reconsider the matter for that

purpose. D. Young, Cfuiirman.

Conference adjourned until to-morrow at eight o'clock,

A. M.

Mity 26.

Ivi^lit of an an-
nual confor-
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FurtBer report

of Missionary
Committee on
South Ameri-
ca.

FRIDAy, MAY 27.

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop

Roberts in the chair.

The chairman of the Committee on Missions presented

and read a report, which was adopted, to wit :

—

The Mission Committee beg leave to report further, that

they have had au interview with brother Fountain E. Pitts,

respecting the state of things in South America. From the

information received from him, as well as from other

sources, it appears that there are most encouraging open-

ings for missionary labour in that country, and that brother

Pitts has succeeded in securing the confidence and protec-

tion of the government of Buenos Ayres, as well as estab-

lishing a mission at Rio de Janeiro, in the Brazilian repub-

lic. At Buenos Ayres there are, it seems, not less than ten

thousand Protestants but partially supplied with the means

of grace, and that here a Methodist society has been formed,

and a house of worship commenced. At the Leopold set-

tlement there is a Dutch colony, consisting of about seven

thousand colonists, to whom the Gospel should be sent.

At this place and Rio Janeiro there are about two thousand

who understand the English language, now supphed by a

missionary from us, brother Justin Spaulding, and that

there are about two thousand at Montevideo. These facts

induce us to believe that a promising field for labour is

opened in South America, therefore.

Resolved, That the bishops be and are hereby requested

to select two additional missionaries or more for South

America, to labour at such places as the bishop or bishops

appointing tbem may direct.

N. Bangs, Chairman.

Report of Com-
mittee on Act
of Incorpora-
tion for Book
Concern.

The chairman of the select committee to whom was re-

ferred the subject of obtaining an act of incorporation for

our Book Concern, presented and read a report, which was

adopted, to wit :

—

The committee to whom was referred the twenty-third

resolution in the report of the Committee on the Book

Concern, report :

—

That they have examined the opinions of three eminent

lawyers, to whom were submitted sundry questions in rela-

tion to the man»er in which the property of the Book Con-

cern is held in the city of New-York, and, taking these

opinions as a guide, we recommend to the conference the

adoption of the following resolutions :

—

Resolved, 1. That the surviving joint-tenant, the Rev.

Beverly Waugh, be, and he is hereby requested, to convey,

imder the advice of able legal counsel, the real estate which
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he now holds, in trust, for the General Conference of the May 27,

Methodist Episcopal Church, to the Revs. Thomas Mason Report of Com

and George Lane, as jonit-tenants, and not tenants m com-
mon, in trust for the sole use and benefit of the General
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

Resolved, 2. That the said Thomas Mason and George
Lane be, and they are hereby directed to apply to the next

legislature of the state of New-York for such an act of

incorporation as shall secure the real estate in the city of

New-York, belonging to the Methodist Book Concern, to

the General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
to be used and apphed as the Disciphne of said Church
shall from time to time prescribe.

Resolved, 3. That the Book Agents at Cincinnati be, and
they are hereby instructed, that whenever it is thought
advisable, in conformity with a resolution passed at the

present session of this conference, to purchase a lot for the

purpose of erecting buildings for the Branch of the Book
Concern at Cincinnati, to take measures for securing the

premises legally to the General Conference of the Methodist

Episcopal Church, to be used and applied as the Discipline

of said Church shall from time to time direct.

Respectfully submitted,

N. Bangs, Chairman.
May 21th, 1836.

On motion, the report of the Committee on Temperance Report on Tem-

was called up. The first article was read. D. Ostrander
p^*"^^^

withdrew his motion to amend. The original article was
then before the conference for its action, and after several

speeches were dehvered, a motion was made to lay the

resolution on the table, which was carried. The second

resolution was then read, and a motion made to lay it on

the table, Avhich was lost. The resolution was then open

for debate, and several members argued the matter pretty

extensively.

On motion, resolved, that when we adjourn, we adjourn

to meet at three o'clock P. M.
The debate on the above resolution was continued until

the hour of the consecration of the bishops-elect was

announced. It was then moved to lay the resolution on

the table, and lost.

Conference adjourned until three o'clock P. M.

Friday Afternoon.

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop An-
drew in the chair. ,

On motion of S. G. Roszel :

—

H^KUntt'sVr^

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in
J^',nf||,rel,«

"'

General Conference assembled, That Bishop Hcdding be, asked.
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and hereby is respectfully requested to furnish a copy of

his sermon, delivered on the ordination of Bishops Waugh
and Morris, as early as practicable for publication.

On motion of S. Martindale, the report on Temperance

was resumed. The resolution was read and debated.

On motion of "William Winans :

—

Resolved, That the resolution under consideration be

referred to the bishops, with the request that they give

their opinion, whether it interfere with the fom-th restrictive

regulation in our Discipline.

On motion, the first resolution was called up, and the

whole report was referred to the bishops for their decision,

whether its contents interfere with the i-estrictive regulation

referred to. Carried.

On motion of J. Early, the resolution of P. P. Sandford

was called up and adopted, as follows :

—

Resolved, That the ratio of delegation for the next

General Conference be fixed at one delegate for twenty-

one members of each annual conference.

On motion, the petitions requesting the next session of

the General Conference were called up, and, on taking the

ballot, Baltimore obtained a majority. Our next General

Conference will, therefore, be held in the city of Baltimore,

May 1, 1840. •

On motion, the conference resolved to go into the elec-

tion of editors for periodicals at Charleston and Nashville,

by nomination and election. William Capers was ap-

pointed editor for the paper at Charleston, and Thomas
String-field appointed editor at Nashville.

A communication from William Burk was presented and

read, when, on motion of T. L. Douglas :

—

Resolved, &c., That in order to facilitate WiUiam Burk's

re-union with the Church, the Ohio Annual Conference are

hereby respectfully recommended, at their next session, to

restore the said William Burk to his former ministerial

standing in the Methodist Episcopal Church, if said con-

ference should think it expedient so to do.

On motion of John Early :

—

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed, of

which one of the bishops shall be chairman, whose business

it shall be to prepare a revised copy of our form of Dis-

cipline, to be printed forthwith in New-York.
On motion of S. Martindale :

—

Resolved, That a vote of thanks be passed for the kind-

ness and attention of the citizens of Cincinnati to the mem-
bers of tliis conference during its session, and that the same
be published.

On motion, the report on Bible, Sunday-school, and

Tract Societies was called up. The first resolution was
read, amended, and adopted. The remainder of the report
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was then read and adopted ; so much thereof as must be
incorporated in the Discipline is as follows, to wit :

—

Resolved, by the delegates of the annual conferences in

General Conference assembled, That the following rule be
inserted in the Discipline, chapter one, section four, ques-

tion three, after answer two, page twenty-six :

—

He shall have authority, when requested by an annual
conference, to appoint an agent, whose duty it shall be to

travel throughout the bounds of such conference for the

purpose of establishing and aiding Sabbath schools, and
distributing tracts.

Resolved, &c.. That this conference recommend to the

Board of Managers of the Bible Society of the Methodist
Episcopal Church the dissolution of that society, provided
they give satisfaction to the life-subscribers.

On motion of N. Bangs, the resolution oflFered by him,

proposing an amendment to the form of deed contained in

the Discipline of our Church, by striking out the words,
" United States of America," whenever it may occur in said

form of deed, was called up, and while under debate ad-

journmei#was called for.

Conference then adjourned until half-past seven o'clock

this evening.

Friday Evexixg.

Conference met according to adjournment, Bishop Roberts

in the chair.

On motion, the following resolution, proposed by John
Early at a former session, was called up, amended, and on

motion adopted :

—

Resolved, That the bishops be requested to select some Defence of Epis-

suitable and competent person to prepare for pubhcation

a vindication of our Episcopal ordination.

On motion, the report on Itinerancy was called up. The
first resolution was adopted. The second resolution was

read, and an amend rnent proposed, which was laid on the

table.

A motion was then made, and lost, to postpone the

resolution indefinitely. The resolution was then adopted.

The third, fo; rth, fifth, sixth, and seventh resolutions

were read and adopted.

The eighth resolution was then read, and on motion laid

on the table.

The ninth, tenth, and eleventh resolutions were read

and adopted.

The twelfth resolution was read, and, on motion, inde-

finitely posponed.

The thirteenth and fourteenth resolutions were read and

adopted.

The report, with the preamble, was then adopted.

32

copacy.

Eeport of Com-
mittee on Itin-

erancy.
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Order to publish
this Journal.

On motion, resolved, that the Book Agents at New-York
be instructed to furnish twenty-eight copies of the above

report, one for each annual conference, and that those

parts relating to the communications from L. Garrett and

J. L. Bromwell be left out. (See the report filed with the

Conference Journal.)

On motion of W. A Smith :

—

Resolved, That our editors at New-York publish the

Journal of this conference in the Christian Advocate and

Journal as soon as practicable ; also, that it be published

in our othei- periodicals.

The following communication from N. Bangs was pre-

sented, read, and, ou motion, resolved, that the request it

contains be granted :

—

Communication
from N. Bangs.

TO THE BISHOPS AND MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE.

The undersigned has had in hand for several years past

a history of the Methodist Episcopal Church, but has not

had time, without infringing upon other duties of a more
imperative character, to bring it to anything like comple-

tion. As it is possible, if life and health should be spared,

he may do something toward filling it up during the four

coming years, and as he wishes, in such an event, that it

should be in all respects authentic, he asks the privilege

of ha^ang access to the records of the General Conference.

Respectfully and aflfectionately,

N. Bangs.
CiNOiNNATr, May i&th, 1836.

Vote of thanks
to a benevolent
individual in
Philadelphia.

Vote of thanks
to several in

Baltimore.

Thanks to Sec-
retaries.

Expenses of F.

E. Pitts.

On motion of C. Pitman :

—

Resolved, That tlie thanks of this confei'ence be present-

ed to the generous individual in Philadelphia, who gratui-

tously offered us a lot in that city on which to erect the

necessary buildings for carrying on our General Book
Concern.

On motion of J. A. Collins :

—

Resolved, That the thanks of this conference be present-

ed to the generous individuals in Baltimore, who gratuit-

ously offered us a lot in that city on which to erect the ne-

cessary buildings for carrying on our General Book Concei-n.

On motion :

—

Resolved, That this conference, by a rising vote, express

their thanks to their secretaries for their faitliful and inde-

fatio^able attention to their labour, in attendins; to the busi-

ness of this General Conference.

This resolution was unanimously adopted.

On motion :

—

Resolved, That Fountain E. Pitts, late Missionary to

South America, be authorized to draw on the Missionary
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Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church for the amount May 2T.

of his expenses in attending this conference.

On motion of S. G. Roszel :

—

Resolved, That we now adjourn until the first day of

May, 1840. R. R. Roberts,

JosnrA SoiLE,

Elijau Hkdding,
James 0. Andrew.

Thomas L. Douglass, Secretary.

Thomas B. Sargent, Assistant Secretary.

John A. Collins, Assistant Secretary.
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