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MINUTES OF COMMISSION ON EDUCATION 

The Commission on Education met on Wednesday, February 1, 1978, with Bob 
Weynand presiding. 

Jim Hewitt was asked to select a Junior High representative for the 
Commission. 

Margaret Ann Biddle presented for the Commission's consideration the 
suggestion that special studies be planned for a year, and possibly projected 
through 1980. Special studies would be broadened to look at the educational 
needs of all people, every age. This would include a wide variety of study 
opportunities, including community and travel studies. It was suggested that 
a task force be established to study and make recommendations to the Commission 
regarding the special studies and their implementation. 

The Junaluska Lab School for teachers will be held the week of July 16th 
through July 21st. Children and youth will be recruited to be in the classes, 
and adults will be trained to work with all age groups. Honey has been appropri
ated for those interested in attending the lab school. 

Ran Few was appointed to head a committee for studying the recreation 
and sports activities of the church by the previous ~ommission chairman. It was 
agreed that this is an area that needs attention. Scouting, basketball, and 
other sports activities should be evaluated. Ran Few was to be contacted by 
Bob Weynand to see if he would continue in this position. 

Margaret Anne requested that the Commission on Education conduct a self
study to determine its effectiveness churchwide and to determine its goals for 
the future. Bob Wallace suggested a comprehensive study that would also show 
how we stand statistically nationwide. Hargaret Anne presented some guidelines 
from the North Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church to help 
evaluate our church school. She asked that each member of the Commission work 
with one of the four work teams to study the f olloirlng areas: 

1. Statistical study 
2. Effectiveness of nurturing climate 
3. Administration facilities and resources 
4. Recruiting, training, and supporting teachers 

Kay Heraan reported on the nursery. She requested a task force to study 
the needs of the nursery. Among the things needed were new toys, more personnel, 
and paint for the crib nursery. Kay suggested a task force of two nursery 
tr10rkers, two parents, Uargaret Anne and herself. Kay was asked to serve as 
chairperson and to appoint the committee. 

It was suggested that Mrs. Vickers be honored for her long service in 
the nursery. Bob Wallace will confer rith Mr. Smit:h and t:he Recognition 
Committee regarding t:h~a matter. 
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Polly ~1ixon reported on the progress in improving the environment 
in the elementary classrooms. She asked that $50 be taken from the Commission 
on Education budget to purchase material for making chair pads for the fifth 
and sixth grades. The Sew-Vols will be in charge of this project. She also 
asked that the chairs in the first, second and third grade classrooms be painted. 
She suggested that this project be landled by members of the church with the 
money to be taken from building and grounds budget. It was agreed that this 
project would add distinctiveness and color to the classrooms. The plans were 
approved. 

Bob Wallace mentioned that there are now collections of books in the 
library on subjects such as death, dying, divorce and widowhood. It was also 
mentioned that the United Methodist Teachers Newsletter from the United Methodist 
Church is now being sent to all teachers. 

The meeting was adjourned. 

Linda Adkinson, Secretary 
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