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ERRATA.

Several typographical errors escaped the eye of the
proof reader, or, at any rate, were not corrected. The
greater part of these are trivial, and will not obscure the
meaning of the text. The following are possible excep-
tions, and are therefore corrected here :

On page 27, seventh line from the bottom, read,
‘‘Preacher’s wife,”” not preacher’s life.

On page 77, sixth line from top, read, ‘‘Neither were
there commissions,’’ not neither were these commissions.

On page 77, the eighteenth line from the top, is a
repetition of the line next above it; omit it in reading.

On page 132, the twelfth line from the top, read,
‘“‘Coulterville,”’ not Counterville.

On page 284, eighteenth line from the bottom, read,
“Only a few new names,’’ not only a few names.

On page 284, ten lines from the bottom, read, “Jack-
son work,’’ not Jackson's work.






DEDICATION.
’ %%

To the Brethern of the California Conference,
than Whom a more noble company of faithful ministers
cannot be found within any ecclestastical body, this
history is affectionately dedicated by the MWwriter,
Whose greatest pleasure and highest honor are found in
the fact that he has had a place among them for
forty-three years of his life.






PREFACE.

To write authentic history is no casy task. Even if the
cevents recorded are of quite recent date, yet great care is neces-
=ary to prevent serious- blunders. This by no means impeaches
the veracity of witnesses. Memory itself needs some verifying
process in order.to be received with perfect confidence. The
period covered by this history is substantially fifty years. In all
those years, from 1851, the writer has been on the ground, with
only a very few intervals of absence. In some degree also he has
been a participant in the events described, yet he has had no
small difficulty in settling a thousand and one questions which
from time to time have- arisen where one would naturally sup-
pose that an appeal to the judgment of memory would be suffi-
cient. He does not claim immunity from all errors. He is only
certain that in addition to a fairly good memory he has taken the -
utmost pains to make his hlstorv reliable. 'The work involved
has been a perfect drudgery, and nothing but a desire to do a
much needed service, and to meet the desire expressed by the
conference, would have induced him to undertake it, or to keep
him at it until it was finished. -

The writer desires here to make acknowledgments to the
many vaiued friends who have helped so materially in making
up this history. A great amount of matter of the greatest valuc

was furnished by Dr. H. B. Heacock. Dr. J. D. Hammond, by
" correspondence, secured some valuable letters from the Mission
Rooms in New York, also from parties in_Oregon, all of which
he kindly placed at the writer’s service. By these papers some
disputed facts were really settled beyond question. Robert
McElroy, the writer’s old-time friend, has helped much, and the
composition of his ready pen will be found in some very interest-
ing passages. This is also true of Dr. M. C. Briggs, and others.
William Abbott gave much valuable help in writing up the
history of dear old Central Church, about which linger some of
the sweetest memories of the long ago. Many thanks are due
the employees of the Book Depository for favors shown while
searching among the files of the Advocate for items no where else
to be found. Thanks are also tendered to those who, in response
to the oft repeated requests for information, sent accounts of
themselves and the churches with which they were connected.
It is with much regret that he must add that if all had done as
well as some, the work might have been very much more perfect.

It could not have been otherwise than that a work such as
was needed could not be made, at least in every part, of interest



to the general reader. The book was not written for that pur-
pose. Yet the general reader, it is hoped, will find much that will
interest him, and he can pass lightly over dry details, such as
the long lists of pastors in the several churches, and similar
matter, which, though often occurring, make up only a small
part of the hxstory Yet to the parties interested this dull rea.d-
ing will prove the most valuable part of the book.

An explanation may be of service to the reader. In order
to shorten the work, too long at the best, he planned to notice
the succession of names belonging to an appointment, an@ also
the ministers in charge of the same, by no more words than were
necessary. The reader will at once see that where no change in
name or pastor occurs, no change has taken place. The time
which each pastor remained in the several charges, is the time
until another is appointed.

Finally, the writer wisher here to record his thanks to
Almighty God for the privilege of seeing the book completed
upon which he has given nearly two vears of earnest work. Much
of this time his only study amid very precarious health.

SaxTa Cruz, April 27, 1900.



FIFTY YEARS OF METHODISM.
CHAPTER 1

Early Planting,

1t is probable that the public worship of God according to
rites of the Church of England was conducted on land, near the
end of Point Reyes, in the year 1579. Sir Francis Drake, Te-
turning from a fruitless effort to find the Northwest Passage,
wintered at that place and the services were conducted by his
chaplain on one of the saint’s days observed by the church. It
may have been that services were held on shipboard along the
Coast muny times during the centuries that followed, but we
have no reason to believe that Protestant worship was ever con-
ducted on California soil during all the years that intervened
between Drake’s visit and the capture of the country by the
United States in July 1846.

The Franciscan Monks, under the leadership of Junipero
Serra, planted the Mission of San Diego in 1769, that of San
Carlos,-near Monterey, in 1770, and a line of missions between
the two places, and extending on to San Francisco, sprang into
existence within a little more than a score of years following.
It would, however, have been a most shocking desecration, in the
estimation of these priests, had any Protestant minister
preached, or even prayed, in California for three-quarters of a
century previous to the conquest referred to.

The year 1846 marked a period of unusual immigration into
the territory of California. It will be remembered that the
Donner Party were caught in a snow storm that year, and had to
spend a winter of indescribable hardships near the lake that bears
their name. * Only a rempant reached Sutter’s Fort in the early
spring. Another party of fifty-seven souls, with fifteen wagons,
reached the Sacramento Valley on the first day of October.
After a brief rest, they pressed on to Santa Clara, which place
they reached about the first of November. Among these were


















EARLY PLANTING. 13

in order to repent over swearing at his team.” She assured him
that this man did not swear, but much of the time sang hymns
while driving his oxen. She further assured him that the com-
pany in which they came did not travel on Sunday, except in a
very few cases when Saturday night brought them to a place
where the cattle could not get enough pasture to last them over
Sunday. The man readily promised to come and hear a preacher
who had crossed the plains driving an ox team without swearing.

The sermon was preached and others followed, and as a re-
sult, a class was formed consisting of about a dozen members,
nearly half of whom had formerly belonged to the Cumberland
Presbyterian Church. Capt. Aram was a member of this class.
He was long identified with the first church in San Jose, was
highly respected in the community, a member of the convention
that framed the first constitution, and a business man of unques-
tioned integrity. He died some years ago much lamented by all.
His daughter married P. Y. (‘ool, one of our most valued minis-
ters.

The way soon opened for Anthony to exercise his gifts in
preaching quite frequently. He paid a visit to San Francisco.
The bark “ Whitton ” had returned from Oregon and Capt. Gil-
son went to San Jose, where, finding Anthony, he urged him to
come up and preach for them there. He went with his ox team,
as he desired to bring back some needed supplies both for his
family and his business. He reached the place after dark on
Saturday night, and camped on the plaza. His cattle found
good pasturage there, and in the neighborhood. Two services were
planned for the Sahbath, one in a school-house recently erected
by the Mormans under the auspices of Samuel Brannan, then a
Morman Elder, and in charge of a colony of people from Salt
Lake. This school-house was situated a little way above Ports-
mouth Square, among the brush wood that at the time covered
much of the hill now so fashionable for residences. Mr. Bran-
nan, afterwards so wealthy and well-known, gave ready consent
to the use of the building for Methodist services, and himself
attended them. The second service was on board the bark in the
afternoon. Quite a4 number from shore were at this service,
Capt. Gilson taking them on and off in the boats belonging: to
the vessel. The class and Sunday-school organized in the Spring
were still in existence and holding regular meetings.” .

Near this time Anthony preached at Monterey. He called
upon Mr. Colton, formerly Chaplain in the Navy, but now Al-
calde of the place. He helped all he could in gathering a congre-
gation, attended the service, made the closing prayer, and then
insisted on taking a cellection, indeed passed the hat himself.






EARLY PLANTING. 15

In 1850, A. A. Hecox and Silas F. Bennett, gave seven acres
of ground for church purposes. A part of this was to be used for
a cemetery, and for several years it was the common burymg
ground for Protestants.

A building intended for the double purpose of school and
church was soon erected on the ground, and dedicated by Wm.
Taylor, December, 1850. 1t was a plain building, capable of
seating about one hundred people. The most of the seats had
desks in front of them for the benefit of the school. During the-
pastorate of Mr. Dryden the school was removed, new seats
without desks were made, and the whole, outside and in, was
painted. This produced at the time a little friction, but good
sense and grace prevailed, and thenceforth the building was con-
gidered as a church only. In 1850, J. W. Brier was appointed.
He was the first pastor who gave ‘his whole time to the work.

. The mission conference of 1831 sent D. A. Dryden to Santa
Cruz. The conference of 1853 left Santa Cruz to be supplied.
The presiding elder, at the request of the quarterly conference,
appointed a local preacher by the name of A. H. Shafer to supply
the charge. W. S. Turner in 1854 was the first pastor
regularly appointed by a bhishop. His health soon failed and he
went to the Sandwich Islands for relief. We shall see in due
time what came of that visit. Meantime the presiding elder
appointed Wilson Pitner, a located preacher, to supply the work.
He was a man of unquestioned piety and purity of character, but
somewhat excentric as a preacher. Some thought he was an in-.
ferior type of the Peter Cartwright stamp. He was not very
acceptable to the church, but Turner’s improved health enabled
him to re-assume the charge and continue in it until conference.,
P. G. Buchanon was appointed in 1855, Alfred Higbie in 1858;.
William Gafney in 1858, C. H. Lawton in 1859, R. W. William~
son in 1861, P. Y. Cool in 1862, C. V. Anthony in 1864, E. A
Hazen in 1865, P. I.. Haynes in 1867, J. R. Tansey in 1870, X.
J. Nelson in 1871, P. Y. Cool in 1872, H. D. Hunter in 1874,
Wesley Peck in 1876, J. L. Trefren in 1878, Wesley Dennett in
1881, C. G. Milnes in 1883, J. W. Bryant in 1884, J. L. Mann in
1887 E. E. Dodge in 1888, E. D. McCreary in 1889, H. B. Hea-
cock in 1893, H E. Briggs in 1895, Thos. Filhen in 1897.

During the first pastorate of Mr. Cool the old church was
sold and moved away, and another, larger and more beautiful,
erected in its place. It was 36 x 60, with a tower 96 feet high.
It cost $4,508. It was dedicated by Dr. J. T. Peck, Oct. 11,
1863. Mr. Cool’s ahility to improve church real estate was shown
in the fact that while he was pastor the second time, in 1872,
he secured the enlargement of the church, and other profitabla






CHAPTER II.
Transition and Chaos.

It is easy to imagine what might have occured if affairs had

~continued to move along as they were going in the beginning of
1848. The treaty with Mexico was ratified, by which California
became a part of the territory of the United States. The at-
tractions of the soil, climate and scenery, would have brought
-a gradually increasing population across the continent and
-around Cape Horn. The little societies in San Francisco, San
Jose, and Santa Cruz, had become larger, while other struggling
-churches had been formed in the more prosperous towns and
valleys. The church at home had recognized the little floek, and
had sent missionary appropriation and ministers. In time Cali-
fornia had been settled up by an intelligent and Godly com-

“munity, whose happy surroundings had been the admiration, if
not the envy, of all who visited these shores. However, an event
.now occured of world-wide interest. An event that suddenly
turned this hitherto quiet land into termoil and confusion. An
-event that well nigh wrecked all that had been done to found a
church, and, what seemed a great deal worse, brought in such a
-chaotic state of society as to make it extremely difficult to re-
-construct the work upon a better foundation. It scarcely need
-be said that that event was the discovery of gold.

In the year 1839, John Sutter, a native of Germany, but for
:some years a citizen of Switzerland, secured from the Mexican
_government in Monterey the gift of one hundred miles square

of land in the great Sacramento Valley. He built a fort on a
:slough, near the confluence of the Sacramento and American
Rivers, and planned to build a city there to be called New Helve-
“tia. It is-a grim comment on the uncertainty of all human ex-
_pectations that the name designated for a city is only that of a
-cemetery poorly kept, and but seldom used by the people of
-Sacramento. But Sutter’s enterprise contributed largely to the
“future history of this land. As we have already seen, the sight
-of his mud walled fort gladdened the heart of many a weary,

(17)


















TRANSITION AND CHAOS. 23:

went to the Savior he so ardently loved. He died at the home of
one of his daughters, Mrs. C. V. Anthony, in Petaluma, January
25, 1882, at the age of seventy-nine. His faithful wife followed.
him from the home of the same daughter, in Oakland, three years.
later at almost the same age.

Anthony and Bennett both left in the fall for Santa Cruz,.
but the place was never given up, at least not until comparatively -
recent years, and for two or three years it was, by reason of its
being the County Seat of El Dorado County, the most important
charge on the circuit covering that region. ~Matthew Lissiter-
was sent there in 1850. It was then called the El Dorado Circuit..
A. L. S. Bateman was sent there in 1851. In 1853, it appears.
seperately from Placerville in the Marysville District. Waren.
Oliver was then appointed pastor. In 1854, it was on the Sacra-
mento District, with W. S. Urmy pastor. In 1855, it was
associated with Diamond Springs, and James Rogers was in.
charge. In 1856, A. 8. Gibbons was pastor, but Diamond
Springs was added to Placerville. In 1857, it is called Coloma
and Georgetown, with Leonard (. Clark pastor. In 1858, the-
names are reversed, Georgetown and C'oloma. R. W. Willlamson, .
pastor. In 1859, without change of pastor, it was simply
Coloma. The same name continued in 1860, with B. F. Myers.
pastor. In 1861, it is Coloma and Uniontown, with W. N.
Smith pastor. In 1862, without change of pastor, it was again
simply Coloma. It was Coloma and Uniontown in 1863, with-
G. A. Pierce pastor. For some reason Mr. Pierce did not go to
his charge, or at least did not stay, and A. N. Fisher was pastor-
.two-thirds of the year. In 18G4, it was supplied by C. A. E.
Hertel. He remained in 1865, but the name was changed to
‘Coloma and Georgetown. In 1866, W. N. Smith was pastor
again. Tn 1868, it was Coloma, Georgetown and Folsom, N. R.
Peck in charge. In 1869, without change of pastor, Folsom
was dropped from the name. In 1871, it wassupplied by George
Larkin, a supernumerary member of conference. In 1872, it
was supplied by James Burns. In 1873, the name was changed
50 as to read Georgetown and Coloma, with Martin Miller pastor.
In 1876, S. C. Elliott. In 1879, W. S. Corwin. In 1881, J. H.
Jones. In 1884, it was supplied by Silas Belknap. In 1886,
it was supplied by Thos. Spencer. This is the last time that
Coloma appears in the list of appointments during the period of-
this history. No doubt it remains as an appointment on some
neighboring circuit, but the mutations of mining towns have
been hard on this, the first field of organized Christian lahor in.
the mountains of California. : :
















































THE FIRST PIONEER FREACHERS. 39

Thomas, standing within the altar of Howard Street Church,
read his resolution and leaning forward, asked one of Simond’s
counsel if that would do. Receiving an affirmative answer, he
lifted his eyes heavenward, and said devoutly, * Thank God.”
Simonds never again engaged in the regular work. As soon as
the resolution was passed he asked for a superanuated relation,
and at the conference of 1868, he located. In 1887, he was re-
admitted on his certificate of location, and granted a super-
anuated relation. This was done as a testimonial of confidence
in his perronal and Christian character, and in view of his faith-
_ ful labors of other years. No change had taken place in his
opinions on the subjects in controversy.

A scholary, but modest man was Iidward Bannister. He had
a well proportioned body, and an exceedingly pleasant counte-
nance. He was too diffident to bhe easily won to an intimate
friendship, yet was always true and faithful in his relations to
others. A very instructive preacher, not eloquent in the ordinary
sensa of that word, yet always interesting and edifying, he was a
man that wore well. The more one knew him, the more he saw to
admire in his pure life and Christlike spirit. He filled the
positions of pastor, presiding elder, and college president, at
different {imes, for twenty yvears, in the most trying period of
California’s history, and then he was not for God took him.
He was born in Viena, New York, Sept. 27, 1814. At the
age of sixteen he began his classical education. A fellow student
remarked in his presence “ It is only reasonable to be a Chris-
tian.” The words went to his heart. He soon made a consecra-
-tion of himself to God, an event to which his Christian training
no doubt contributed far more than the accidental words of his
young associate. He graduated as A. B. from the Wesleyan
-University at Middletown, Conn., and in 1839 joined the Genesee
conference on probation. He came to the state in order to enter
upon the work to which he seemed well adapted, that of educa-
tion.

Mrs. Bannister was a woman of rare excellence. She lived
more than a score of years after her hushand’s death. The most
of that time her residence was in Syracuse, New York, where
she was greatly beloved and honored by the church. Dr. Ban-
nistar died in Marysville, Sept. 27, 1871.

The word pioneer, in common parlance, has a wide latitude
of meaning. Among the early settlers it is made to cover only
those who were living in California before it bacame a state.
Its use in this history shall be confined to those who came to the
state previous to the first regular session of the California Con-



40 “ FIFTY YEARS OF METHODISM.

ference. Also to such churches as were undoubtedly organized
before that event. But instead of following up the further
arrival of ministers in this place, it will better suit the plan of
this work if we take up the conference sessions as local points,
from which to consider, not only the arrival of ministers, but
also of laymen, and the organization of churches.



CHAPTER 1V.
The Mission (}onference.

The general conferance of 1848, organized the work on the
Pacific Coast into a mission conference, having all the powers
of an annual conference, except representation in the general
conference and participation in the proceéds of the Book Concern.
The name of this ecclesiastical body was “ The Oregon and Cali-
fornia Mission Conference.” The first session of this conference
was held in Salem, Oregon, September 5, 1849. There were but
six members at that time. William Roberts of the New Jersey
conference, David Leslie of the Providence, Alvan F. Waller of
the Genesee, James H. Wilbur of the Black River, Isaac Owen of
the Indiana, and William Taylor of the Baltimore. Only four of
these were present, indeed Owen and Taylor were not yet on
the ground of their future toils. No business pertaining to Cali-
fornia was transacted at this conference except that :Taylor was
appointed to San Francisco, and Owen to Sacramento. To
Sacramento was added Coloma and Stockton, and one was to be
supplied. The Pueblo of San Jose, and Mission of Santa Cruz
were placed in a charge, and left to be supplied.

The second session of the mission conference convened in
Salem September 4, 1850. No one from the California district
was present, but reports were sent by both Taylor and Owen.
The only business transacted for California at this time was the
admission of Matthew Lissater on trial. Of Matthew Lissater
little is known. The writer remembers him in the conferences of
the fifties as a small spare man, who was occasionally employed
as a supply. He was discontinued in 1851 by his own request.
The, appointments for California were as follows: California
district, I. Owen, P. E.; San Francisco and Happy Valley, W.
Taylor; Stockton, J. Corwin; Stockton Circuit, to be supplied ;
San Jose, to be supplied; Sacramento, S. D. Simonds; El
Dorado, M. Lissater; Santa Cruz, to be supplied; Feather
River, to be supplied; Los Angeles, to be supplied; E. Bannister
to take charge of an institution of learing yet to be organized.

(ar1)

































52 FIFTY YEARS OF METHODISM.

circuit called Napa, Sonoma and Suisun, with J. Corwin and
J. J. Cleveland pastors. In 1857, J. Corwin was pastor, and the
place stands alone. In 1858, it was not in the list of appoint-
ments. As this occurs several times we may safely conclude
that though it was not named, it was always connected with some
other charge and always had pastoral supervision. In 1860, it
appeared in connection with Santa Rosa and J. Corwin was pas-
tor. In 1861, W. Hulbert. In 1862, it was off the list. In
1864, it was supplied by W. S. Turner. He supplied it again
the next vear. Who supplied it in 1866 does not appear from any
available record. In 1867, it was again off the list. In 1868,
J. A. Burlingame was pastor. In 1869, it was associated with
Santa Rosa, and G. D. Pinneo was pastor. In 1871, it was off
the list. In 1872, it was alone, with W. C. Damon pastor. In
1873, it was off the list. It appeared again in 1875 with R. E.
Wenk pastor. He remained three years which indicates a meas-
ure of prosperity. In 1878, J. H. Wythe, Jr. In 1880, C. P.
Jones. In 1882, W. Gafney. In 1883, it was left to be supplied.
In 1884, it was placed on the Napa circuit with E. H. King
pastor. In 1888, A. O. Winning. In 1889, J. E. Bailey. In
18490, it was supplied by W. (. Trudgeon. In 1891, it was sup-
plied by L. R. Woodward. In 1892, left to be supplied. In 1893,
‘G. R. Stanley. In 1894, W. C. Robbins. In 1895, supplied by
0. E. Hotel.  His pastorate closes this history.



























THE CONFERENCE MEEEING 61

time of Dunlap’s arrival, came also C. A. Leaman, and they
worked together in harmony. Soon they were joined by J. J.
Cleveland, then just out of old Wesleyan, but not yet a preacher.
Still he greatly helped in the effort to keep up regular services.
In the Spring of 1851 Calvin Lathrop, a local preacher, came to
take charge, but remained only a short time, leaving it again in
the hands of Dunlap. It does not appear that Mr. Dunlap gave
his whole time to the work, but labored as he could in connection
with his mining operations. However, he had frequent calls to
attend funerals, in some instances of men whose names were un-
known. As soon as a society was organized, Mr. Dunlap joined
it, and thereafter was available as a supply. The different ac-
counts of the first church building enterprises are somewhat
vague. As near as can now be ascertained, a church was erected
first on Broad Street, on the hill, in a place afterward used as
a cemetary. This was dedicated in the Summer of 1851 by Dr.
Briggs. In the Fall a building was purchased in a more eligible
location, for the sum of $250, which Leaman reported comforta-
ble and well-seated. In the Summer of 1852 the church on the
hill was moved down into the town, probably on the lot now in
use. In the Fall of 1851 Adam Bland arrived and took charge,
after which it is comparatively easy to trace the changes which
took place in this church.

In 1853, J. R. Tansev. In 1854 a new church was built and
dedicated about the middle of November, by J. Daniels, then
presiding elder of the district. In 1855, W.-Morrow was pastor.
In the summer of 1856, both the church and parsonage were
-destroyed by fire, but rebullt in a few months. In 1857, D. A.
Dryden was pastor. In 1859, J. A .Bruner. In 1860, W. G
Deal. In 1862, J. B. Hill. Nov. 8, 1863, the church was burned
again. The insurance did not pay the debt. With great zeal,
Mr. Hill set about raising money to build another church. Be-
fore the close of his pastorate, in 1864, it was done. In 1864
D. A. Dryden. In 1867, C. H. Northup. In 1869, J. W.
Stump. In 1872, P. L. Haynes. In 1873, G. Clifford. In 1874,
P. Y. Cool. In 1875 C. E. Rich. In 1876, W. S. Urmy. In
1878, J. Coyle. In 1879, J. L. Mann. In 1881, E. Jacka. In
1883, W. B. Priddy. In 1885, W. Anguin. In 1890, J. Chris-
holm. In 1892, J. T. Murrish. In 1895, W. C. Gray. He was
still pastor at the close of this historical period. There werc
then 201 members in full connection, 15 probationers, and 320
scholars in the Sunday-school. Value of church $9000, parson-
age $2,100. They paid the pastor $1,250, the presiding elde~
$100, the bishops $5. Raised for missions $45.

West of Sacramento City, lying along Cache Creek, is @






























CHAPTER VL
Church Enterprise.

It almost takes one’s breath to see the audacity of those
pioneers. That conference meeting of ministers, little more than
a ministerial association in character, came together to consult,
to resolve, to do. They projected a depository. They founded a
newspaper. They instituted a college. The strangest fact of all
is that all those early enterprises have lived. They liva to-day.
They will live for generations to come. They deserve to live
until the end of the world. In this chapter we shall give a brief
outline history of each.

THE Book DEPOSITORY.

We have seen how Isaac Owen had two thousand dollars
worth of books doubling Cape Horn. while he was climbing the
Rocky Mountains. We have seen how a room was fitted up in
connection with Powell Street Church, the books placed there
under the care of the pastor, and thus a beginning was made in
January, 1850. The approbation of the little band was cor-
dially given to these preliminary steps, by electing Wm. Taylor
book agent. They did more. They spoke decidedly of the needs
of this field, and of its claims, in language intended for the
agents in New York, and also for the general conference to con-
vene the following May. And now let us see what was done.
The books, and the Advocate office—those inseperable com-
panions—went withr Taylor on the Bethel Ship, where they
floated on the tides of the bay. Here they remained until the
arrival of Alfred Higbie, whose connection with the affair shall
be given in his own language. Mr. Higbie came on business for
a New York firm. He reached San Francisco May 10, 1852.
Having attended to the business that brought him, he engaged
in helping Taylor and Simonds in the office on the Bethel, which
was then out in the hay. Mr. Higbie says, “In order that the
books and periodicals might be more accessible to the people of
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“violation of the promise made when received into the conference
-as a Methodist School. This largely increased the expense, with-
out materially increasing its revenue. Still it went on in its
- career as a college until 1895, when it ceased to exist in any form
a8 a denominational echool. The story is soon told.
In 1892, under the especial inspiration of C. H. Payne, sec-
retary of our Board of Education, the conference decided to
consolidate our schools. The University of the Pacific was to be
located, at least constructively, in San Francisco. It was to be
the head of two colleges, one at College Park, the other at Napa,
-and it was to be also the head of such post-graduate and profes-
sional schools as might in the future come into existence. It
was soon found that an act of the legislature would be necessary
before the end could be gained. This delayed the consummation
until the conforence of 1894. Then, with F. F. Jewell as chan-
cellor, and J. N. Beard as president, we seemed to have entered
upon a career of harmonious action in reference to the schools of
the Church. The report of 1895, is full of encouragement. The
report of 1896, simply informs us that the Napa College has
“been closed. Napa College was a thing of the past. This left us
with the University of the Pacific the only thing in sight. With
grammar and high schools all over the State, let the Church rally
to this, the oldest of its enterprises in connection with education,
and all the Church now needs to foster. The University deserves
to live, not only for the good it has done in the past, but much
~more for the interests of Christian education.
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ter two months he went on the Cache Creek circuit where be
continued until conference time in 1853. He was then sent 1o
the (‘alaveras circuit. This not only took in the county of that
name, but also all of San Joaquin outside of Stockton. Somie of
his appointments were French Camp, the crossing of the Cala-
veras River, Staples Ranch, and at the private residence of a
Mr. Nelson, formerly a Congregational minister, but at that
time a furmer on Dry Creek. Bevond these he had all the terri-
tory he chose to cultivate.  We find him at one time as far away
as Marriposa, helping A. L. 8. Bateman, and prospecting for JJ.
D. Blain, presiding elder of Sacramento district. At the con-
ference »f 1854, he was married, his wife having come in charge
_of Bishop Simpson. His appointment at that time was to Marys-
ville circuit. He never went to that charge,—a more inviting
field caused the presiding elder to send him to Shasta. Thus Mr.
Sheldon had his name connected with five charges inside of two
vears, and actually did service on four of them. He enjoys the
distinction of having held the longest unbroken connection with
the (alifornia Conference of any man in the first half century of
its existence.  Mr. Sheldon, in his early manhood, was possessed
of a powerful physique, had a fine voice for either speaking or
singing, was gencrous, even magnanimous to his friends and the
Church, playful because full of life, for which reason he was
cometimes misjudged for actions performed with no thonght of
wrong. le still lingers among us, feeble, and sometimes sad,
but evidently ripening for glory.

J. McHenry  Caldwell was a  sprightly, companionabie
man, of florid face, and medium =stature. He had heen
will in hix bovhood, and fared hard from his superiors
on board a man-of-war. He wax  thoroughly reformed,
and, through the kindness of a lady, given a enllege
education.  After he graduated from Dickinson College.
he joined the Philadelphia Conference in 1851.  One vear
later he arrived in California. He did effective work for about
ten years, when he returned East, continuing in the ministry sev-
eral vears longer. The writer is informed of his death, but not
of the time or place.

David Deal must have a worthy place among the pioneer
preachers. He was a man of strong impulses, but of conscien-
tious applications of them. This was doubtless true of a boyish
mistake he made in early life. Sympathizing with Canada in
her abortive effort to throw off the British yoke, he was captured
and taken a prisoner-of-war to England. 1If in his zeal to help
others did nothing else for him, it paid him richly in finding a
wife among those who sought to help the prisoners religiously
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verted when a boy, during the session of the general conference
in Baltimore, in 18162 Who could begrudge him the esctasy of
his feelings as he looked over three-quarters of a century to the
happy day that fixed his choice? His history can only be briefly
given here. Born in Baltimore, March 8, 1803, he removed to
Missouri before the division of the Church in 1844. He came to
California in search of a brother, with no idea of remaining
longer than was necessary for his purpose, but failing in his
search and becomihg fond of the country, he remained until
death. Dr. Owen had a gift in getting men to work, and he soon
had Leaman under the harness. In the fifties, and the sixties,
he was as much a part of the conference sessions as any of its
members. When age and infirmaties precluded his further work
in the ministry, he could not well be kept from the conference
sessions, and when there he was an example to all in the regular-
ity with which he attended its business meetings, its anniversar-
ies, and above all its means of grace. He nearly reached the age
of ninety-five, passing away Oct. 27, 1897.

The preacher’s friend forever was Arthur W. Saxe, M. D.
His professional services alwavs at their command, his purse
strings were always untied for their support, his house was their
home as long as they chose to occupy it, and last, but by no
means least, the parsonage had no warmer friend than his most-
deveted and faithful wife. Mrs. Saxe’s care for the students of
te University of the Pacifie resulted in the conversion of one of
the prominent members of the California Conference. Dr. Saxe
was a first cousin of John G. Saxe and possessed some traits in
common with him. He was the soul of any company in which he
might be placed. His wit and humor made it good for digestion
to sit at meat with him. When a pastor was sent to them from
a distant part of the State, he wrote in a spirit not at all agree-
able, that he must have his expenses sent to him before he could
be expected to enter upon his work. The official board concluded
that if his coming depended upon paying his expenses in ad-
vance he would never come at all. They appointed Dr. Saxe o
inform him of their decision. He did so by simply referring the
brother to Job X1V, 14, where he read, “All my appointed time
will T wait till my change come.” The preacher came, was paid
his traveling expenses, and had no warmer admirer or supporter
than Dr. Saxe. In “the Fall of 1850, when the writer became
his pastor in Santa Clara, Dr. Saxe informed him in presence
of the official board, that they expected that he, the pastor, should
do his own preaching. There were plenty of ministers around
a college, and if the pastor chose he need hardly preach at all,
but the people would come to hear their pastor, and unless for
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‘When he laid down its cares he could say, and did say, none being
able to contradict him, “ I never took a bribe, nor compromised
my Christian character to my knowledge.” Let it be here re-
corded that he never took customers into saloons, nor resorted
to other questionable measures to secure patronage. He did good
honest work at reasonabie prices, and this brought all the cus-
tom he needed to make a fine snceess in business. When dying
he was asked if he was afraid. He answered quickly, “ No,
blessed be God, the Savior, I have served so long, will not desert
me now.” He went to the Church Triumphant, Dec. 1, 1892,
The cause he loved so much was not forgotten when he disposed
of his property.

Henry G. Blasdel was a native of Indiana. He had charge of
a steamboat on the rivers near which he was raised, which fact
gave him the title of captain. A goodly man, six feet and five
inches high, with a pleasant intelligent face, a keen penetrating
eye, no man in California has borne his age better than he. Led
to Christ by a pious mother, he has been all his life a Christian.
Not demonstrative, vet quietly emphatjc in his confession of his
Master, no church where he lives but can count upon his active
sympathy and aid. He has passed through more vicissitudes than
most men, but no change has ever come over his purpose to live a
Christian life. His first successful venture in this land was in
the produce business in San Francisco. A turn in affairs caused
his failure. He honorably settled with his creditors and went to
Virginia City when the mines were beginning to prove valuable.
Some men in San Francisco advanced the money, and he fur-
nished the skill to build and run a quartz mill. They were to be
partners in the results.- It was a success, though closed on Sun-
day. This last fact proving unsatisfactory to his partners, he
withdrew from the concern at a sacrafice, and built another mill.
This time he had a distinct understanding that the mill was to
stop for full twenty-four hours from twelve o’clock on Saturday
night. “The Hoosier State Mill ** never broke this record—at
least not while Gov. Blasdel owned it. He became superin-
tendent of the Potosi mine, and that too was closed on Sunday.
With it all he prospered. One act of his speaks volumes for Blas-
del’s integrity. At the time of his failure he owed a debt sup-
posed to be sufficiently secured by a mortgage. But foreclosure
proved to be insufficient to cover the deht. Among most business
men this would be considered honestly paid. Greatly to the sur-
prise of the parties concerned, one day Blasdel walked into their
place of business and paid them the last dollar, both principal
and interest. A valuable gold watch they gave him, with this
inscription, “ To Capt. H. G. Blasdel, from a few friends who
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We have already seen that he and his wife were among the char-
ter members of Howard Street Church in 1851. They have re-
mained in it ever since. They are now the only ones of the
original number there. As a member of the official board, as
Sunday-school superintendent, and as a participant of the regu-
lar means of grace, the (‘hurch has never had a more faithful
communicant. He represented the laymen in the general con-
ference of 1896.

. J. M. Buffington was in Stockton teaching a bible-class be-
fore the close of the year, 1849. He was Mayor of the City when
the conference was held there in 18535. A box filled with
Caughey's “ Miscellanies * was placed in the conference room
and each preacher and probationer was requested to take a copy
with the compliments of the Mayor. e was afterward a prom-
inent official member of Howard Street Church, and still later
of Central. His last vears were spent in Oakland where, as else-
where, he was active in church work. He took a lively interest
in the welfare of the worn-out preachers, and other conference
claimants, going from church to church urging these claims, and
taking up collections and subscriptions therefor. So successful
was he in that work that one vear the conference had more than
was needed to meet all the reasonable claims on this fund. His
death, which occurred several years ago, was greatly mourned.
He was born in Sommerset, Mass., Feb. 15, 1815. In 1844 he
married Miss Mary W. Eddy. He was on the school boards cof
both Stockton and San Francisco. He was president of the Y.
M. C. A. of Oakland. at a time when his services were of great
value. ‘

William B. Perkins was one of these pioneers.  He was long
and favarably known as an official member of Howard Street
Church. He was a native of Devonshire, England, and came
when very young to Prince Edwards Island, where he was reared.
He departed this life, much lamented, Nov. 1, 1894. A vounger
prother of his, though a later arrival. still lives to help on the
vatise of Christ. C. B. Perkins is one of thé well-known mer-
_cnants of San Francisco. For many vears superintendent of the
Simpson Memorial Sunday-school, of which church he has also
been an official member and leader of the young people. He
Tepresented the laymen in the general conference in 1892.

It would be a great pleasure to give in this place more defi-
nite information of Judge Hester, who in the early days was so
helpful to the church in San Jose, and who took such a lively
interest in establishing our schools. In 1851, he was Judge of
the District Court, and had Santa Cruz in his jurisdiction. Dur-
ing the session of the court in that place, he made his home with
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for many years after by the pastors of Grass Valley. That year

J. R. Tansey was pastor. In 1837, I. B. Fish. 1In 1859, D..
Deal. In 1861, W. J. Maclay. In 1862, K. A. Hazen. 1In

1863, J. A. Bruner. In 1864, H. H. Hartwell. Tn 1865. C. H.

Northrup. This vear was noted by one of the greatest revivals

ever known in the mines up to that date. In 1866, J. N. Martin.

In 1868, C. V. Anthony. In 1870, W. Peck. A new church had

been needed for some time, and now flie society set at work to

build the present edifice. Before it was finished Mr. Peck was

taken for the district, and (5. Newton was appointed in 1872.

During his pastorate the church was finished. In 1874, W. Me-

Pheters. In 1875, T. S. Dunn. In 1876, J. L. Trefren. In

1877, W. R. Gober. In 1880, ;. . Ash. In 1883, M. D. Buck.

In 1886, C. McKelvey. In 1889, A. H. Needham. In 1892,

J. P. Macauley. In 1896, E. R. Willis. In 1897, there were

320 members in full connection, ten probationers, and five local -
preachers. There were 511 scholars in the Sunday-school. They

“paid the pastor $1,500. The presiding clder $120. Bishops $40.

One chureh, valued at $13,000, one parsonage, valued at $1,500.

Raised for missions $211.

The first Protestant church crected in Sonora was dedicated
November 23, 1851. This was by the enterprise of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, South. 'The first appointee to this field by
our Church, was E. Merchant. The precise date of his going
there cannot be ascertained, but it is certain it must have been: -
in 1851 or at the very beginning of 1852. In March, 1852,
D. Deal was on the ground and at work. No doubt he and Mer-
chant divided the work between them, Merchant confining his
labors to the Columbia end of the circuit. Springfield was a
town between Sonora and Columbia, it seems to have fallen to
Deal’s part of the charge, for he reported the dedication of a new
church there on May 16, 1852. There were thirty-three members
on the whole charge at that time. The Advocate of June 24,
1852, contains an account of a church dedicated in Sonora, date
not given. The church was 35x40, and cost $3,300. It was
finished in twelve days from the beginning of the work. That
church still stands, though it has passed through many revisions
since David Deal rushed it to completion. In 1854, Columbia
and Sonora are together and J. W. Brier was pastor. In 1855
it was coupled with Jamestown and l. B. Fish was pastor. In
1856 it stands alone with Fish still in charge. That year there
were fifty communicants on the work. In 1857, H. J. Bland.
In 1858, J. McH. Caldwell. In 1860, E. A. Hazen. In 1862,
I. N. Mark. At this time Columbia was added. In 1864, Sonora
and Chinese Camp had L. Walker for pastor. In 1865, Colum-
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place in July 1850. He found on the first Sunday a company
of Christians holding a praver-meeting. He joined himself to
them, and, being a local preacher, hegan at-once to hold services.
He soon organized a Church, made up of those formerly con-
nected with several denominations. A. L. 8. Bateman arrived
-and took charge in the spring of 1851. Speck acted as assistant
pastor. Mr. Bateman reported in the Advocate of November
6th that a church had recently been dedicated in IPlacerville.
I. S. Diehl followed Bateman. In 1853, B. F. Rawlins. In
1854, G. B. Taylor. He was reappointed in 1855, but after his
wife’s death, he left the charge, W. Hulbert taking up the work
until 1856, when J. McH. Caldwell succeeded him. Then the
membership was fifty-two. Church property valued at $2,000.
In 1858, 1i. C. Benson. In 1859, W. Wilmot, who had a supply
to assist him, though the name of the supply is not given. In
1860, A. Bland. This marks the period of building. In March
1861, the contract for a new brick church was let, to cost $12.-
450. Doubtless it was finished before the close of Bland's ad-
ministration. This church is still in use. In 1861, J. W. Ross.
In 1862, T. S. Dunn. In 1864, J. H. Maddux. In 1867, D.
Sutherland. He died in January of the next vear, and P. Y.
Cool served the balance of the year. In 1868, D. A. Dryden.
In 1869, J. E. Wickers. In 1871, R. W. Williamson. In 1872,
H. B. Sheldon. In 1875, Q. J. Colin. In 1876, W. H. Hughes.
In 1879, S. C. Elliott. In 1880, B. F. Taylor. Tn 1882. J. H.
‘Wythe, Jr. In 1884, R. E. Wenk. In 1887, J. W. Buxton.
In 1888, F. E. McCallum. In 1890, J. Young. In 1892, W.
E. Miller. In 1893, S. M. Driver. He was suspended from the
ministry some months before the next conference, and G. A.
Miller, supplied the work. Mr. Miller was the son of Martin
Miller, a former member of our conference. In 1894, J. B.
Ruter. In 1896, C. S. Morse. In 1897, J. T. Murrish. The
history ends with sixty-five members in full connection, four
probationers, and 100 scholars in Sunday-school. A church
valued at $4,000, and a parsonage valued at $2,000. They paid
the pastor $880. Presiding elder $66. Bishops $2. Raised for
missions §15.

Santa Clara does not appear in any published list of appoint-
ments until 1853. Still the writer knows that in the late sum-
mer of 1852 there was a Church and pastor there. Soon after
the arrival of W. J. Maclay in the spring of that year, he took
charge of the Church in San Jose, leaving his brother Charles
to the charge of Santa Clara. He almost immedidtely began to
hold meetings, in which he was assisted by Wm. Roberts of Ore-
gon. The result was a revival of considerable interest. On the
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27th day of June in that year a church was dedicated, E. Ban-
nister preaching the sermon. The church was 36x40, with a roof
projecting three feet beyond the wall. It was built of adobes,
and cost $6,000. 1t would comfortably seat about 300. This
is probably the only adobe church ever built by the Methodists
in California. Blessed memories, upon the part of many, center
in that piain earthen church. In 1833, W. Hulbert. In 1854,
N. P. Heath. In 1855, J. Daniel. In 1856, R. B. Stratton.
In 1858, W. S. Urmy. In 1859, C. V. Anthony. In 1860, J. B.
Hill.  Ile remained two years and during that time the present
church edifice was erected. It was begun in the summer of
1861, and was 50280 feet. The basement was soon finished so
as to become the place of public worship. The whole building
was completed so as to be dedicated by E. Thomas, October 28,
1866.  In 1862, M. .. Briggs. Another revival, one of great
power, blessed the Church that year. In that ingathering, two
men were converted, who afterward hecame members of the con-
ference. In 1863, J. T. Peck. In 1864, T. H. Sinex. In 1867,
J. A. Bruner. In 1870, J. H. Wythe. 1n 1872, Q. J. Colin. In
1875, E. R. Dille. In 1878, W. Dennett. In 1881, M. D. Buck-
In 1883, G. Clifford. In 1886, J. P. Macauley. In 1887, M. C.
Brigg=. In 1889, E. E. Dodge. In 1892, A. H. Needham. In
1895, H. B. Heacock. The statistics for 1897 are as follows:
Members, 174, Probationers, seventeen.  local preachers, two.
Scholars in Sunday-school, 111, One church valued at $15,000.
One parsonage, valued at $2,000.  Paid pastor, $1,400. Presid-
ing elder, $70.  Bishops, $22.  Raised for missions, $160,



(HAPTER VIIL
1853.
The First Conference. -

It wax a great event when a Methodist Bishop visited Cali-
fornia. It was a greater event when an annual conference,
properly officered and constitutionally organized, was held on the
Pacific Coast. Nothing like it had ever been seen in American
Methodizm. -All other annual conferences had been contiguous
to other like organizations. but here was an annual conference
‘well neigh two thousand miles from anv other.  The bishop came
‘in due time. In his first sermon he set an example to all bish-
ops and presiding elders—he went where most needed. He
Ppreached in Happy Valley school house, January 24, 1853. In
-connection with that service he baptised a child, probably the
first ever received into covenant relations with the Church. The
Native Sons and Daughters were already coming. The confer-
ence regularly convened on the 3d day of February. A custom
now invariably observed, though then somectimes omitted, charac-

terized the opening session. The Sacrament of the Lord's
- Supper was administered. S. D. Simonds called the roll, and
M. C. Briggs was elected secretary. We shall not follow the
business of the conference in detail. Let us first look at the
statistics. Thirty-one charges made reports at this time. This
is conclusive proof that we have not yet considered all of the
pioneer Churches. We shall do all we can to give this honor to
whom it belongs in each case as it comes in its own order.. The
aggregate of members in all these charges were: 1,334 in full
connection; 115 probationers; and forty-seven local preachers.
The largest membership was reported from Santa Clara, 14C.
The smallest from Contra Costa, nine. There were twenty-eight
Sunday-schools; 143 officers and teachers, and 662 scholars of
all ages. There were twenty-six Churches and ten parsonages.
Value not given. Raised for building and improving church
-property $80,587. ‘
Looking now at the personnel of the conference, we find that
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ence. He held a certificate of location from the Church South,.
but at that time the most friendly relations did not exist be-
tween the two Methodisms, and Dunlap came in on his recom-
mendation from the Downieville Circuit, a charge he had been-
serving under the presiding clder of Sacramento District. He-
was born in Pennsylvania in 1823. When about twenty years
old he joined the Missouri Conference. Having located from his.
conference, he came to California in 1850. From the first of-
his life in this State, while kindly disposed toward the ministers.
and members of the Church with which he was connected in
Missouri, he resolved to work with and for the Methodist Episco-
pal Church. Mr. Dunlap was a man of but moderate education,
but of sound mind and more than average talents as a preacher.
He did hard work on hard charges. In a letter to the writer he-
calls himself “a watch dog.” Such he was in a very good sense.
He could never tolerate novelties in Wesleyan theology. The
form of sound words he not only maintained in his own teaching, .
but insisted that every Methodist preacher ought to do the same
thing. An incident will not only show his shrewdness, but con-
vey to the reader’s mind an idea of the carelessness with which
examinations were managed in those days. At the conference
session of 1858 he was appointed to examine the class of deacons
in the studies of the third year. The writer was a member of
that class. In the list of studies of that year was the elementary
work on logic by Dr. Hedge. Mr. Dunlap conducted the exami-
nation. Without the least haste or appearance of embarrass-
ment he proceeded to ask his questions. They were plain and
simple enough for anybody to understand, but we noticed that
he paused between questions long and carefully, sometimes turn-
ing a leaf, and then turning it back again before the question
came out. To a nervous person the examination might have been -
annoying, but he managed to keep us at ease until the last page-
was turned and the last question asked. Then he closed the book,
threw it upon the table, and with a hearty laugh said “I know-
more about logic mow than I ever did before.” Though this
may have been his first lesson in logic it was the unanimous-
opinion of the class that he had examined us well. While labor-
ing at El Monte, near Los Angeles, he became acquainted with -
Miss Maddux, who had been converted under his ministry, they
were married. In 1870 he located, though he supplied work
under the elder afterward. In 1880 he went to Washington,
in the bounds of the Columbia River Conference, where he has
done more pioneer work in the ministry, but in the same manner
we first found him, as a local preacher. As we have seen, two -
other probationers were received at this time. They were both:
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The place selected was, at that time a good one. The Pacific
Mail Steamship Company, that controlled the route by way of -
Panama, had a plant on the strait, a little above where the prin-
cipal town was located. A large number of residences were built
and occupied in the neighborhood, and the expectation of that
region was very high. On an elevation known as Bottle Hill the -
new church was erected. It was never dedicated. It blew down.
As Miss Alma Hukill pats it, “ Tt was struck by the tail end of -
a stray Kansas cyclone, and its undedicated walls were razed to
the ground.” Another was built, whether by Hill or his succes-
sors, W. Wilmot, does not now matter, it is only certain that it
was built, but never finished. Nor was there any need of finish-
ing it. The Steamship Company moved their works to the city,
that part of the town was deserted, and the church was worthless. .
In the Fall of 1856, it stood a mere shell, it had no seats, no win-
dows, no furniture, except two lamps, not kerosene, as eroni- -
ously stated in the history referred to, for kerosene was then un-
known, or at, least unused on the Pacific Coast. These were for -
burning whale oil, and they were greatly desired by the church
in Vallejo. The church was locked and nobody knew who had
the key. One fine afternoon, C. V. Anthony succeeded in climb-
ing through the window, and rescuing the lamps. He preached
by their light for nearly two vears in Vallejo. For some time -
services were held in the Presbyterian Church in the afternoon,
but the congregation was very small and we had but one member
in Benicia. That was Mrs. Perine, a most devoted Methodist,
who, if she could have had a few like minded, would have made -
the history of our Church continuous from pioneer days. As if
was, in the Summer of 1857 the frigate Independence was
moored at Vallejo, and the services of the pastor at Vallejo was .
needed more there than at Benicia, and so the place was aban-
doned. Another effort to introduce Methodism into Benicia was
made in the sixties, but the only result, so far as known, is the
existence of a Bible given by Mrs. Perine, now rebound and used
in the new church. It is pleasant to know that this most esti- -
mable lady lived to see the present church built, and the present
society organized. Her body was horne to and from that church
to its last earthly resting place. This was in 1894. The present
Church was organized by Wayne Carver in the old seminary
building. They met there for a time, and then in a hall, but
finally, after a great struggle they erectéd the present edifice,
which was dedicated by M. D. Buck, April 24, 1882. It was.
heavily in debt, and came near being lost to the Church on that
account. A Mr. Dawson seems to have followed Carver, and’
Samuel Hirst, of Vallejo, was pastor for a time. In 1889, it was:
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however, immediately set about building another and better ore-
on the ashes of their loss. In 1867, during Maclay’s pastorate, .
the old church was given to the collored brethren, and the pres-
ent edifice erected on the lot. In 1867, D. A. Dryden; in 1868,
J. L. Trefren; in 1870, W. Dennett; in 1872, T. S. Dunn; in
1873, Stephen Bowers; in 1874, W. R. Gober; in 1877, E. S..
Todd; in 1880, A. J. Wells; in 1882 J. Coyle; in 1884, M. C.
Briggs; in 1887, J. Coyle: in 1892, D. A Have ; In 1890, E.
MecClish, and in 1896, C. H. Beechgood He ‘was returned in-
1897, when there were 270 members in full connection, thirty-
two probationers, three hundred and five scholars in the Sunday-
school. They had a parsonage valued at $2,500, a church valued
at $13,000, they paid the pastor, including house rent, $1,500,
the presiding elder $120, bishops $34, and raised for missions .
$§252. »

The carliest members known to this Church were Mrs. E. R
Hartson, Mr. and Mrs. Squib and Mrs. Stillwagon. Among
the early class leaders were H. D. Albright, Joseph Lamdin, F.
A. Sawyer, Chancellor Hartson, and J. A. Pond. The following
are among the standard-bearers with which this enterprising -
Church enters upon its future historv. 8. E. Holden* dis-
trict steward; L. J. Norton, Sunday-school superintendent and
secretary of the official board; T. B. Hutchinson, steward; S.
F. Ayers, steward and league president; J. W. Miller, J. R. Coe, .
H. C. Horstmeyer, trustees, and 1. M. Turton, treasurer. Dr.
C. H. Farman, L. A. Chapman, J. W. Griggshy, and B. F. Smith,
were additional members of the official hoard. Twice this charge
has been honored by laymen who went to the general conference
J. F. Lamdin, in 1880 and Chancellor Hartson in 1888. This
Chureh is lmmg the foundation of another church in a mission
located in North Napa, called the Epworth Mission, in which a
Sunday-school and Thursdayv-evening praycr-meetmg are. regi-
larly kept up.

Bodego is a very indefinite title. It is supposed to be the re-
gion round and about Bodego Bay. It is certain that Bateman
did not go to the place in 1853, as appointed, since he was still’
in Mariposa County in the Summer of that year, according to
the report of labors given by Sheldon. Bodego appears again in
1854, still to be supplied. It then -disappears until 1858, when
J. M. Hinman was sent there. At the end of the vear there were -
fifty-two members and probationers, also a church worth $600.
In 1861, J. Hunter. There was then a parsonage worth $500.
In 1862, B. F. Myers. In 1863, the name disappears from the-
minutes, or at least from the appointments. Tt is probable that

*Since deceased.
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ground, with a neatly-shaped steeple surmounting the church.
1t was not finished, and was left badly in debt. 1t was, however,
inclosed, and was used in-its unfinished state for many years. It
-was begun when there was little thought of the evil day so near
at hand. From the time of its erection the Church had about
as hard a struggle as any Church ever had and live. The debt
had sunk it at one time, but for the Church Extension Society,
which gave them a loan at a lower per cent. than was possible
elsewhere. When Mr. Lawton left Tone in 1863, there was
a total membership of 121, and a church valued at $12,000.
Also a parsonage valued at $1,000. The parsonage, how-
ever, went to the parties owning the land. A title to the
church was all that could be had. Two men succeeded -Lawton,
I. B. Fish and G. W. Henning. In 1864, N. R. Peck; in 1865,
J. W. Stump; in 1866, C. H. Lawton; in 1867, W. Peck; in 1870,
T. Cookson; in 1871, T. Beaizley; in 1872, W. T. Mayne; in
1873, 1. J. Ross; in 1874, it was an appendage of Jackson, with
Ross still in charge In 1875 it was by itself and A. K. Crawford
in charge; in 1876, it was Ione and Michigan Bar, with Crawford
in charge: in 1877, it was alone with E. J acka in charge; in 1878,
‘W. McPheeters; in 1879, is was associated with Plymouth and S.
T. Sterritt was in charge; in 1880, it was alone with P. G. Bu-
chanon in charge; in 1881, . Larkin; in 1882, B. F. Rhoads;
in 1883, E. L. Jones; in 1886, J. A. Van Anda; in 1887, it was
supplied by T. W. Lincoln; in 1890, J. L. Thefren; in 1891, F.
K. Baker; in 1894, D. W. Chilson; in 1896, A. J. Nelson; in
1897, H. Copeland. .\t this time there were sixty-one members in
full connection, ten probationers, and eighty scholars in the Sun-
-day-school. They had one church valued at $10,000 and one par-
sonage valued at $1,300. They paid the pastor $850, presiding
elder $50, and raised for missions $37.

Over a bridge a few miles from Jackson, across the Moke-
lumne River, which is here the dividing line between Amador and
Calaveras Counties, up a winding road to the top of the hill,
three miles to make one, and the traveler will pass through the
apparently old town of Mokelumne Hill. A hotel, a store or two,
and of course the inevitahle saloon, indicate that a few souls
gtill inhabit the place. Brick and stone walls in ruins, indicate
that many more souls once inhabited this almost “ deserted vil-
lage.” Such was Mokelumne Hill a few years ago, probably not
much different now. Yet this was once among the most flourish-
ing of the mining towns of the State. In the river below, th#
streams that ran into it, and the gravel deposits almost every-
‘where was found gold. “ And the gold of that country was
good.”
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Methodism went to this place with I. B. Fish, its first pastor.
He arrived November 17, 1851. The people were glad he came,
and prepared a cheap building for a church. It was of odd pro-
portions, 20 x 70 ft., without seats and without a stove. Here he
preached on the first Sunday after his arrival. Soon after was
held, under the presidency of I. Owen, the first quarterly con-
ference.  Here are the names of ite members: 1. B. Fish pastor;
Nicholas Lewis, local preacher : James Guord, class leader: A. N.
Yarborough, and James Ferris, stewards. And thus the ma-
chinery of our highly-geared Church was set in motion. In 1854,
N. Reasoner. April 2d. of that year, M. (. Briggs dedicated a
new church. Thix ix probably the one that still stands. A par-
sonage also belongs to the place, but when built, is now uncer-
tain. At the time of Reazoner’s appointment, there were thirty-
three communicants all told. In 1835, \. L. 8. Bateman: in
1856, it was Mokelumne THH and Jackson, with B. W. Rusk and
C. N. Hinckley, pastors: in 1857, it was Mokelumne Hill and
Angels Camp, with W. N. Smith and P. L. Haynes, pastors; in
1858, it ix in the Stockton District with R. Kellen, pastor: in
1859, it was Mokelumne Hill alone. At the close of that yvear the
membership, all told, was only twelve.  In 1860-1, it wax left
ta he supplied :in 1862, it was not named. It appears again in
1864, coupled with Angels Camp, and H. D. Bryant is pastor.
In 1866 it =tood alone, with N. Van Eaton, pastor. In 1867, it
was not named: in 1871, it was Jack=on and Mokelumne Hill
with W. 'I% Mayne, pastor:sin 1872, [ M. Stuart: In 1873, . 1L
Vincent: in 1871, it was not named : in 1875, . B. Palmer; in
1876, it was left to he supplied, and no report was made the next
vear, when Calaveras County was supplied by S, Warren: in
I8N, it was Mokelwmme HAll and Calaveras, with E. Smith, pas-
torsin ISTO0 0t was =upplied. hut by whom i now unknownz: in
1880, it was supplied by J. Green: in IS3100t stood alone and
was supplicd, but by whom iz now unknown: in 1883, it was left
to be supplied, but was partially Jooked after by the pastor of
Juckeon: in 18830 the minutes =av 1t was to be <upplied by R,
MeRechnie, hut the supply did not come, or at least did not stay.
From all appearances Tittle attention has heen given it by an.
hody sinee that time.

Vallecito, the place where Jo Mell. Caldwell was sent, is an
unknown land to the writer. It never appears again among the
appointients,

Voleno was of pioneer origin. .\ church 24 x 30 ft., was
dedicated here July 150 18520\ camp-mecting had been re-
cently held, o Janoary, 1853000 Lo Bennett, whose name will
eeenr awain, wits holding services every Sabbath both here and at
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James Hunter went to Auburn soon after his arrival in 1852.
He was returned the next year and organized a Church of tne
members in June following. He had no place in which to preach
except in ““ taverns, bar-rooms, the shade of trees, ete.” Decem-
ber 11, 1833, a church was dedicated in Auburn. In 1854, J.
Rogers. On the first day of January, 1855, some men of the
bager sort, baser than could easily be found in those days among
Californiuns, broke into the church, took down the bell, left it
in an injured condition, removed the books from the pulpit, and
set up a Chinese sign in their place. In 1855-6, Auburn was sup-
plied by J. A. Brooks. In 1857, John Gale. During this vear a
new church was undertaken. In 1858, it was changed from the
Marysville Distriet to the Sacramento. €. D. Cushman was pas-
tor. In 1859, it was again on the Marysville Distriet. with N.
. Peck, pastor.  In 1860, it was in the Sacramento District, this
time to stay. In 1861, T. H. MeGrath: in 1862, D. Tuthill;
1863, W. Wilmot: in 1864, it was Auburn and Ophir. with J
Rogers in charge: in 1865, it was \uburn and Folsom. with W.
S. Urmy, pastor: in 1866, it was Auburn alone. with N.
R. Peck in charge.  The same pastor the next vear with
Gphir added; in 1868, it was Auburn and Rocklin, with
A. R Sherrif and P. Grove in charge. In 1869. it was
Auburn and Folsom, with J. H. Peters, pastor. In 1870,
the same pastor with Auburn alone; in 1871, G. D. Pinneo;
in 1872, E. E. Dodge: in 1874, it was Auburn and Ophir
w1th E. H. King in charge; in 1877, H. D. Hunter; in

A. Holbrook; in 1879, 8. H. Todd; in 1880, supplied by
G. W. Fitch. This man had been a member of the Nevada Con-
ference, had withdrawn from the ministry and membership of
the Chureh, and joined again on probation, received into fuil
connection, licensed to preach, and now was employed by the
presiding elder in ignorance of his past history. He did not
long. remain in charge. He afterward joined the Free Metho-
dists. In 1881, T. B. Hopkins; in 1884, J. J. Martin; in 1885,
Ophir is dropped from the name without other change: in 1886,
J. B. Chisholm; in 1890, C. McKelvey; in 1892, J. W. Buxton;
in 1893, T. B. Palmer in 1895, 8. Jones; in 1897 J. H. Wythe,
Jr. \iembers, sixty-seven; probatloners. five; scholars in Sun-
day-school, one hundred and thirty. They pmd the pastor $875,
presiding elder $53, bishops $3, and raised for missions $21.

Downieville, at about the extreme limit of appointments as
marked by the present boundries of the conference, can very rea-
sonably lay claim to the honor of heing a pioneer Church. Cer-
tainly it was organized hefore the first session of the conference,
for it recommended its pastor to the traveling connection, and its

(E)
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Many traditions of his eloquence linger in the minds of the early
settlers.” In 1856, H. Baker; in 1857, E. A. Hazen; in 1859,
J. W. Ross. The decade from 1861 “ was one of decline. The
mines ceased to yield the precious metal, and the population went
elsewhere. The prosperity of the Church suffered with that of
the community.” The men who served during this period were
as follows: In 1861, D. Tuthill; in 1862, C. Miller; in 1864, A.
C. McDougal ; in 1866, J. M. Campbell; in 1868, W. B. Priddy;
in 1869, D. H. Haskins; in 1870, J. Hammond. The decade
from 1872 constitutes “the bottom years. Population had be-
come greatly reduced, and religious affairs were at a low ebb.
The church property fell into decay, and internal trouble rent the
small society that then existed.” In 1873, A. Coplin; in 1874,
no supply; in 1875, J. E. Day; in 1878, L. L. Rogers; in 1879,
and for three years following, it was supplied with occasional
services by the pastors of Scott Valley. They were, S. A. Redd-
ing and W. A. Johns. G. G. Walter was pastor in 1882. He re-
mained three yvears. “These may be called years of hope.”
“ From 1883, a new period of prosperity ensued.” In 1885, . H.
Darling ; in 1888, T. S. L. Wallis. During this pastorate a new
and beauliful parsonage was erected. In 1891, G. H. Jones; in
1892, J. B. Rutter; in 1894, J. A. Van Anda; in 1896, R. E.
Wenk. In the yecar following there were fifty-eight members,
fifteen probationers, one local preacher, and one hundred and
twenty-five scholars in the Sunday-school. They had one church
valued at $1,200, one parsonage valued at $2,500, paid pastor
$1,040, presiding elder $80, hishops $5, and raised for missions,
$36.

Calaveras, to which H. B. Sheldon was appointed, was not in
the County bearing that name, but along the river so called, and
in the San Joaquin Valley, lying East of Stockton. We will
notice points on that circuit in the future.

Mariposa was another hard field for Methodism, at least for
our branch of it. Bateman must have been there fully two vears
and then the modest Cleveland went to the work. In 1853, it
was left to be supplied, and no report was given of it at the next
conference. In 1856, it was still left to be supplied, and seems
to have been supplied, since a report is made one year later to the
effect that there were nine members, and a church valued at
$800. In 1857, it looked as though something was about to be
accomplished, for two men were sent to that charge, C. N. Hinck-
ley and J. McKelvey. The next year there were seventeen com-
municants and the church was valued at $1,000. That year
Hinckley went back alone, McKelvey going farther South. In
1859, Z. B. Ellsworth and 1. P. Hale; in 1860, B. W. Rusk. The



132 FIFTY YEARS OF METIIODISM.

membership had grown to twenty-eight. In 1861, A. L. S. Bate-
man was again in the field; in 1863, J. Baldwin; in 1864, J.
McKelvey ; in 1866, it was left to be supplied, and no report made
at the next conference. That statement will be correct history
of Mariposa until 1870, when the monotony is slightly relieved
by the appointment readmg “To be supplied by W. Oliver.”
At the next conference it was J. Oliver that supplied it. but he
reports nothing. For three more years it stood to be supplied,
then, in 1873, it is left out of the appointments. The organiza-
tion of another conference took Mariposa out of the older body,
but in 1896, a change was made by which that county was re-
stored to the California Conference. That year, Counterville
appears in the list of charges on the Oakland District, and as this
is in Mariposa we must see in that what we have from the work
of so many years. In both conference sessions after the change
occurred this place was left to be supplied, a discouraging faet
on the face of things. On looking at the reports of 1897, we are
still further discouraged by finding nothing but blanks all along
the line opposite Counterville.  Let us hope that other churches
have done better for Mariposa.
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monotonous “to be supplied.” That name was A. P. Hendon.
We look anxiously in the reports of 1868 for what had come down
as the result of labors expanded in years gone by, and only oue
item of information is found, that is full of hope, we had forty
members in Los Angeles circuit. That year the work was di-
vided, Los Angeles falls to A. Coplin, while the circuit is given in
-charge of Hendon. In 1869 the minutes report a church valued
.at $4,000, and a membership of twenty-one. Hendon reports
fifty-four communicants all told. This year A. M. Hough went
to Los Angeles, and the circuit is left out of the list of appoint-
‘ments. No doubt the circuit takes another name. Mr. Hough
went to work with his usual energy. He found a heavy debt and
-soon had it paid. He saw need of certain improvements, and
‘they were soon added. In 1871, P. Y. Cool. In 1872, J. W.
Stump. In 1873, J. M. Campbell. In 1875, G. S. Hickey.
This was the last appointment made from the California Confer-
-ence, the next vear it received its pastor from the Southern
California Conference. The last statistics available for this
history were those of 1874. Members 117, probationers one,
‘Sunday-school scholars 100. They had one church valued at
$4,500, one parsonage valued at $2,300. They paid the pastor
‘$1,200. I'residing elder $120. Bishops $4. Raised for missions
'$40. These figures indicate that the old days of hardship and
struggle had passed, and that Los Angeles was already heading
rapidly to the lead of a great church movement, greater indeed
than anybody would have dared at that time to prophesy.

A preacher was sent to Lexington in 1854, none other than
the earnest Dunlap, whose work we have seen in the extreme
north. It sounds strangely to meet this name, Lexington, in &
region all plastered over with the names of saints and sacred
institutions. Who were the ambitious Yankees who displaced
some saint’s name, perhaps, to establish this, so precious to
American ears? It was in Los Angeles County as we learn from
Dunlap himself. Is there such a place now in that County?
Dunlap szys they built “a baloon church ” there at a cost of
from three to four hundred dollars. But it was hard work. The
elements were against our Church, being mostly from the South.
The next year Dunlap returned to Lexington, but in speaking of
his work he always, or nearly so, speaks of El Monte. This he
informs us was in San Gabriel Valley about twelve miles east
of Los Angeles. It appears as an appendage of Los Angeles
afterward, and probably occurs as Los Angeles Circuit still later.
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After performing the duties assigned me by the New York
firm, T assisted Rev. S. D. Simonds in various ways in the office
of the California Christian Advocate, and Rev. Wm. Taylor in
the office of the Book Depositorv. Both these offices were in one
room on the Bethel Ship on Davis Street, then out in the
bay. * * * (onference arrived Fehruary 16, 1854, Bishop
Simpson presiding. The bishop and presiding elder thought [
ought to go into the regular work, that my services there would
be of more importance than they could he—under the circum-
stances—in the depository. So I took leave of a work which
has grown in strength and usefulness to the present day.”

Mr. Higbie supplied Mormon Island one year before this
time. He was then admitted on probation and sent back to the
same work. He had Mormon Island, a town on the South Fork
of the American River, about twenty-two miles form Sacramento,
but he was expected to lahor in parts of three Counties, namely :
Sacramento, El Dorado, and Placer. Note some of his appoint- .
ments, we say some, for in those days a great deal of irregular
work was done where no regular services were held. But these
were preaching places where he went at set times. Mormon Is-
land, Red Bank, Negro Hill, Doten’s, Beal’s Bar, Rattlesnake,
Salmon Falls, Railroad House, Michigan Bar, Prairie City, and
Granite City, now Folsom. He says he “ preached three times on
Sunday, and every alternate round four times, and rode from
twenty-five to forty miles. The miners on my work were ex-
ceptionally fine men. Had a frame parsonage, fairly good, and
a canvas church at Mormon Island. Built a very nice frame
church at the Railroad House, and Dr. Bannister dedicated it
free of debt. Organized a socicty at the Railroad House of forty-
five members, twenty-four from conversions, and twenty-one who
were Methodists, Presbyterians, Congregationalists, and Episco-

alians.”

The following story is so characteristic of the times that no
doubt the reader will be pleased to have it transeribed in full
from the pen of Mr. Highie. “ I was about to visit one of the new
points, and asked a member at Mormon Island to accompany me,
as he was acquainted with a number of the principal miners.
He hesitated—thought we might be throwing away our pearls—
but finally consented.. Among.the number he introduced me to
was one who kept a whiskey and and gambling shop. ¢ Well’
said he, ‘we’re a pretty hard set over here, but we’ll try and
use you well. Where ye goin’ to spout ?’ I said I did not know,
but wished to get the best and most convenient place in town.
Well he answered, ‘ye kin have my shop, I guess its the biggest
and best in town.” The offer having been accepted, he asked,.
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his text and began to unfold his theme he saw at once that a-
master’s hand was dividing the Word of Life. When the sermon.
was finished, he pronounced it a credit to any pulpit in the na-
tion. The manner of his entering the ministry is happily stated
by Dr. Briggs.. “In 1851-5¢ W. Gafney was a class leader in
Powell Street Church. A lady of his class pronounced him the-
best class leader she had ever known. He studied class leading,.
studied the members of his class, and studied the Word of God.
Bro. Gafney was engaged in business with Mr. Genella, his-
hrother-in-law, was extremely reticent, almost painfully diffi-
dent, and was listening with amazed incredulity to a call sound-
ing in his heart to enter a wider sphere of teaching, when the lady
alluded to said to her husband, “ Bro. Gafney has a call to the-
ministry and is resisting it.” Careful enquirv made it clear to
his brethren that the call from heaven ought to be seconded by
a recognition on the part of the Church, and he was urged, and’
gently forced into the ministry.” If the reader will substitute-
the name of Mrs. M. C. Briggs as the lady in the above story,.
he will not err. There was no mistake about his call, the only
mistake was in his resisting so long. His success.had been
greater had he begun sooner. He, was never what might be called
a popular preacher, but was always a useful one. He married
Miss Bacon, a school teacher, not long after entering the min-
istry. It was in every sense of the word a suitable union. After
twenty-eight years of useful work his feebleness scemed to indi--
cate an end of his toil. When informed by his presiding elder
of this decision of his brethren, he sat down and wept like a child.
Who that was present can ever forget the feclings manifested
when the report of the above incident was given to the con-
ference by George Clifford? ¢TI have ten dollars in my pocket,”
said this warm-hearted presiding elder, “and I want it to go.
towards helping brother Gafney to the mecans of living next
vear.” How the shining gold fell upon the secretary’s table,.
often from thin purses, but from willing hearts, in order to show
this worthv minister of Jesus Christ how deeply he was loved,
and how tender their sympathies were for him. He did not long:
live to suffer the sorrow of being laid aside, a sorrow that to
any true minister, always is, and always must be, worse tham
death itself. It was in September, 1883, that he was placed on
the superanuated list, in May, 1885, the Master called him up.
higher. He called his wife to his bedside and said, “ Good bye,.
1’m happy, hallelujah.”

William- J. Maclay was one of that party that reached San
Francisco, May 10, 1832. He was then twenty-six years old,
had but recently graduated from Dickinson College, and beer
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dinner. . While eating, the conversation turned on preaching,
when the orator expressed his opinion that the pulpit was getting
too tamre. He believed in more noise.  He certainly made
enough Limself. Giving expression to his convictions in a some-
what vigorous form he said, “T believe in thunder. = Thun-
-der,” said Northup, “thunder never killed anything but gos-
lings, it is the lightning that kills!”

He came out of a remarkable revival in Grass Valley during
the Winter of 1865-6 completely hroken down. He was not able
‘to atiend conference at the close of that vear. The conference
with the best of intentions, put him on the superanuated list.
He was never reconciled to that action; he chafed under it all
‘the year. Pale and thin he appeared at the conference of 1868
.and demanded work. He was sent to Nevada where he toiled on
for two years, then went to Healdsburg. He did not live the
_year oul. The last Sabbath in March he went through all the
work expected of him, and before the next Sabbath came he was
-enjoving the rest that remains for the people of God. He died
April 2, 1870. He had not yet reached his two score vears. The
-conference said this of him. “ The prominent characteristics of
our lamented brother were, high moral integrity, a clear intellect,
-and persistent and unwavering fidelity.”

The last named of this class was descended from a line of
New Tngland Quakers extending back to John Anthony, a na-
tive of Hampstead, England, who settled in Providence, Rhode
Island, in 1645. Elihu Anthony, his grand-father, of Saratoga
Count), New York, was for more than sixty vears a Qual\er
preacher. His maternal grand-father was William Odell, a na-
tive of Connecticut, a rovolutlonar) soldier, and afterward
a Quaker, and a preacher among that people. He died early
in the present century at Balston Springs. New York.
Charles Volnev Anthony was born in Portage, then Al-
‘leghany County , New York, Februarvy 22, 1831. His
‘parents had been Quakers until a few vears before his birth,
‘when the father was disowned by them, though the mother
‘remained a member until her death in C(alifornia, in 1838.
"The family moved to Fort Wayne, in the Spring of
1838, and a few years later into Whitley County, where they
-cleared up a farm in a very thickly-wooded region. When the
writer was about twelve years old he began to pray and read
“his Bible carefully. The result was a very happy Christian ex-
perience which he never could forget. Having no encouragement
to confess Christ, he soon lost his hold on this new-found joy
-and gradnally fell into his father’s way of thinking, which was
-then Universalism. In the latter part of January, 1851, he left
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in 1860, R. Kellen; in 1861, T. Chivers; in 1863, J. M.
Campbell; in 1864, G. W. Henning; in 1865, it was sup-
plied by J. Taylor; in 1867, G. D. Pinneo; in 18638, it
was supplied by M. P. Farnham; in 1870, it was not men-
tioned, except in a few meagre items reported by Mr. Farn-
ham. There were at that time ten communicants and fifty-Tour
scholars in Sunday-school. In 1873, it appears again, and now
in its old connection with Shasta, with H. P. Blood in charge.
In 1875, it was Weaver and Trinity Center, with G. McRae in
charge. In 1876, it was not supplied at all; in 1877, it was.
called Weaverville Circuit, with I. B. Fish in charge; in 1878,
it was not supplied ; in 1879, it was supplied by C. H. Darling.
This subsiantially closes the history, although G. G. Walter was
appointed there in 1896, but made no report at the next con-
ference.
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In 1891 it was supplied by C. Anderson. In 1892, S. H. Rhoads.
In 1894, C. E. Winning. In 1896, C. F. Coy. In 1897, T. 8.
Leak. Members thirty-eight, probationers- sixteen, Sunday-
school scholars seventy, one church valued at $2,000, one parson-
age valued at $2,000, paid pastor $669, presiding elder 810,
bishops $1, raised for missions $10.
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first pastor, though a supply. He gave no report of members at
the next conference. In 1859, T. Cayton, who reported forty-
seven communicants, and forty scholars in Sunday-school. Im
1860, J. H. Roork. In 1861, T. A. Tallevrand. It seems to
have been neglected after this, at times appearing to be supplied,
with no report afterward, and at times not mentioned at all.
until 1877, when it was made an appendage of Crescent City.
Perhaps it had been previously. Thus it remained until 1886,
when it was not mentioned, though probably it was looked after
by the pastors of Crescent City. It is mentioned again in 1893,
when it was supplied by Ernest Gregg. In 1894 it was supplied
by J. W. Pendleton. In 1896, supplied by T. R. Bartley. In
1897, supplied by R. T. Barhee. At that time there were twenty-
four members, six probationers, fifty scholars in Sunday-school,
one church valued at $2,000, pald preacher $415, premdmg elder
$10, biships $1, raised for missions $5.

On the eastern side of the Sierra Nevada mountains, in the
southern part of Lassen County, lies Honey Lake, which, this
vear, was made a part of the Mt. Shasta District, with William
Matthews, a supply, in charge. He made no report the next year,
nor was the place named again until the Nevada Territorv Dis-
trict was formed in 1861, when it was left to be supplied. In
1862 it was supplied by G. Paddison. In 1863, R. Carbury.
The next year it was in the Nevada Conference, with forty-one
members, seven probationers, three local preachers, fifty-eight
scholars in Sunday-school, and one parsonage worth $600.
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alas for human mutations, it is now a barn' A sup ly was ogl
this work in 1859, and the Advocate reports a church 22x3
dedicated that year, but does not give the place where it stood.
In 1860, W. Jacobs was pastor. There were then 162 communi-
cants, two Sunday-schools, having in both, forty scholars, and
two churches valued at $1,500. In 1861, it was supplied by T.
Lassiter ; in 1862, W. S. Corwin ; in 1864, left to be supplied; in
1865, J. J. Cleveland ; in 1866, P. Grove; in 1867, H. C. Tall-
man; in 1869, 8. Kinsey; in 1870, it was supplied by H. Hazel ;
in 1872, it was called Napa Circuit, and was supplied by John
Sandercock ; in 1874, P. G. Buchanan; in1875, W. J. Maclay;
in 1876, it was not supplied, so far as known; in 1878, it was
called Napa Circuit, and was left to be supplied. This remained
its status until 1884, when Napa and Sonoma were together,
with E. H. King in charge In 1886, it was alone, and supplied
by J. L. Sandercock ; in 1887, 8. C. Elhott in 1890, it was sup-
p‘led by L. R. Woodward. This is its last appearance.

Clear Lake comes in sight, with J. Corwin playing the usual
role of scout. It has been a hard field, but we shall get some
history out it further on.

This year Eel River is named as a circuit. It is in the Hum-
boldt region, and has given rise to two or more appointments
in more recent times. This year J. Burnel was pastor. In 1859,
it was supplied by some one unknown. In 1860, W. S. Corwin.
He reported thirty-eight communicants, a Sunday-school of
eighteen scholars, and a parsonage valued at $700. In 1861,
W. B. Priddy. In 1862, B. W. Rusk and W. J. White. The
first named was returned the second year. In 1864, J. Baldwin;
in 1865, supplied by A. B. Spooner; in 1866, A. Taylor; in 1867,
R. May: in 1868, J. McKelvey; in 1869, Ferndale, which for
some time had been a separate charge, was again added. In
18%1, Eel River disappears from the list. The charges into
which it had become divided will be considered when we come to
them.

La Porte was a charge among the Sierras in the Marysville
District, to which G. A. Pierce was sent in 1858. He reported
twenty-four communicants, thirty scholars in Sunday-school, -
and a church worth $2,800. In 1860, J. Dickinson; in 1861,
J. J. Cleveland ; in 1863, it was with Howland Flat, R. W. Wil-
liamson in charge; in 1865, T. Chivers; in 1867, S. H. Todd;
in 1868, it was supplied by G. G. Walter, in 1869 it stands
alone, and was left to be supplied ; in 1870, it was supphed by
Thomas Lewis; in 1872, it was supplied by S. A. Redding; in
1873, J. W. Bluet; in 1874 it was left to be supplied. This
was also its status in 1875, and for three years following. The
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monotony is varied in 1879, by a change of name, as it was then
called La Porte and Strawberry, but left to be supplied. In
1880, it was added to Downieville. The next year it does not
appear by name, nor does it ever appear again until 1895, when
La Porte was supplied by G. C. Gahan. There was no report of
it the next year, nor any other mention of it.
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to be supplied, when in 1866 it was supplied by J. A. Burlin-
game. He remained two years, when the name Marin dis-
appears from the appointments. Not because the work was.
abandoned, but because: it took another name.

Mattole and Bear River,—we have more than one Bear
river in California—was a ~charge this year in the Humboldt
region. It was left to be supplied, and no report was given at
the end of the year. In 1860 it was still left to be supplied,
and so continued until 1862, when it was left out of the ap-
pointments, until 1872, when it was again left to be supplied.
In 1874 the monotony is relieved by a real appointment, T.
Chivers. In-1875, E. Smith. In 1876 it was not in the list. It
appeared again in 1878 in its old chronic state ‘of needing a
supply. It then went out of sight from the minutes, but in
1880 it was Mattole and Blocksburg, still to be supplied. In
this condition it remained until 1882, when Blocksburg was
dropped off, and Mattole was left to be supplied. Thus it re-
mained until 1885, when it was supplied by R. B. Schofield.
That was the last time it appeared as an appointment.



CHAPTER XV.

1860.
The Eighth Conference.

This was the first conference held in Santa Clara. The
'session was opened on the 12th of September and closed the
18th. Bishop Ames presided. It had been seven and one-half
_years since he had held the first conference on the Coast. J.
B. Hill was unanimously elected secretary. An interesting
feature of this conference was the visit of Dr. Evans, Super-
intendent of Wesleyan Missions in British Columbia. He was
‘received with great cordiality, invited to sit within the bar of
‘the conference and participate in all discussions. More vigor-
.ous measures were adopted to increase the amount collected
for conference claimants. These included all preachers who
did not receive their allowances. The stewards reported that
‘the claims amounted to nearly $16,000, but only $391.37 had
‘been collected to meet them. It was divided between two
superannuated preachers and one widow of a preacher. The
‘benevolent contributions were as follows: Missions, $2,373;
Sunday-school Union, $266; Tracts, $82; American Bible
Society, $189. The conference roll at the close of the session
-contained the names of 81 in full connection, and 19 proba-
tioners. The statistics of the Church show 3,441 members,
676 probationers, 81 local preachers, 73 churches, valued at
-$209,625, 52 parsonages, valued at $54.225. This was an in-
crease in all the items named, though not large. It has been
impossible to ascertain the exact amounts appropriated by
‘the Missionary Society to the work in ‘California, year by year,
until 1858, when $8,075 was given for the English work, and
$2,548 for the German, and $950 for Southern California and
Arizona. In 1859 it was $5,362 for the English, and $2,400 for
‘the German work. This included Southern California, but not
Arizona. The aggregate for both English and German work
in California in 1860 was $7,250.

There were g9 pastoral charges this year, distributed in
seven districts. The German charges were placed with the
English work. J. T. Peck was placed on the San Francisco
District. No other changes.
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During the third year of his third pastorate a strange thing
occurred. One Sabbath morning, though not feeling well, he
insisted on going to the church and preaching. He rode there,
conducted the services, except the opening prayer, which was
offered by Dr. Martin, preached with more than usual unction
and intellectual clearness, but no remembrance of that ser-
vice could be recalled by him until the day of his death. He
could not even remember going to church. He became con-
scious as he returned to his home, while passing through the
grounds of the State Normal School, and wondered where he
had been and what he had been doing. A terrible sickness
followed, he was for a long time at death’s door. Although
he rallied, he never was again able to undertake the work of
his choice. In a little less than two years thereafter, on the
24th day of February, 1889, he went home. :

I. M. Leihy was born in Richland, New York, May 15th,
1810. He was educated at Wilbraham and Cazenovia.
Moved to Illinois and joined the Rock River Conference in
1840. That conference then embraced the northern part of
Illinois, and the whole of Iowa and Wisconsin. When the
conference was divided he fell into the Wisconsin Conference,
where he continned to work until he came to California.
When the California Conference was divided, he became a
member of the Southern branch, and remained there until
death, an event that occurred in Santa Monica, September
18th, 18g5. His wife, formerly Miss Ruth Calkins of New
York, preceded him by a few years.

John Haynes was admitted to the conference on his certifi-
cate of location. Of him the writer has no recollection. His
n2me is not on the list of members, nor is it in the list of ap-
pointments, yet it is distinctly stated in the minutes, “John
Haynes was admitted on certificate of location.” There is, no
doubt, someé mistake in this matter, but where, exceeds the
skill of the writer to determine.

There were fourteen probationers received at this con-
ference, two of them, John Dickinson and Benjamin W. Rusk,
have been prev10usly noticed.

William G. Blakely served in one charge in California, and
was two years in Nevada, being chaplain of the territorial Leg-
islature during that time, and was then discontinued at his
own request.

Leander Case only remained one year and was discon-
tinued. William Jacobs was a physician ; he also asked to be
discontinued at the end of one year.

- (H)












1860. THE EIGHTH CONFERENCE. 229

made a good beginning. C. F. Coy followed him in 1897,
when there were: Members, 50; probationers, 1; Sunday-
school scholars, 45; one church valued at $1,200; paid the
pastor $250, the presiding elder, $20.

Long Valley lies about forty miles beyond Ukiah, in a
northwesterly direction. In 1859 Silas F. Bennett, a local
preacher, moved there and built a mill both for sawing lumber
and grinding grain.  Other Methodists, including - Enos
Beaumont, another local preacher, took up land in the neigh-
borhood. They built a log church, and had services regularly,
before any attention was given them by the authorities of the
Church. When visited by the presiding elder, a supply, gener-
ally one of the local preachers, was appointed; but as these
did not attend conference no report would be published of the
Church and its progress. Jesse Green was the first conference
appointee, and his pastorate began in 1868. In 1870, M.
Woodward. Its history then and afterward was closely con-
nected with that of Little Lake, Potter and Round Valleys,
until 1881, when it was dropped from the list. The leading
spirits of the Church had moved away. In 1890, Kahto Cir-
cuit appears in the list of appointments, and was left to be sup-
plied. Kahto is the business center of Long Valley. In 1891
it was left out of the list. In 1893 Sherwood and Long Valley
are a charge left to be supplied. No report is given the next
year, and the name is no more seen.

Walker's River was in the territory of Nevada, or at least
in the region covered by that conference. It was supplied by
some one who reported having received $200 for his year’s
work. It was then dropped, or appeared under another name.

Snelling’s was an appointment on the Stockton District,
left to besupplied. Inthe reports of thenext year it was coupled
with La Grange, and had seven members. It no doubt gave
some preacher a hard year’s work with the only pay worth
noting in the discipline of the spirit it afforded him. It was
then abandoned, or put in some other relation.

Washington, on the Petaluma District, was supplied this
year by a man named Carbury, initials not given. He received
$150, and reported six members. We learn no more about it.

Shasta Valley was an appointment for a few years, and then
gave place to a charge with another name. Jacob Speck was
sent there this year, no one in the next two, J. D. Bullock in
1863. It was supplied by I. Taylor in 1865, and then ap-
peared no more in the list. .

In Humboldt District there was a charge this year called
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North Centerville, with L. Case in charge. He received $60
for his year’s work, and reported thirty-three communicants
and forty children in Sunday-school. In 1861 it was left to
be supplied, and then is no more found in the minutes. This,
and many more like places, have no doubt needed missionary
money as much as any place in America. The sixty dollars
paid by that church may mean in heaven’s account more than
a hundred times as much in some city charges.



CHAPTER XVL

1861,

The Ninth Conference.

It met in Sacramento September 10th, and closed the 16th.
It was a dark time. The storm so long gathering broke with
fury none expected. The long dismal war was on. The dan-
gers of ocean navigation were rendered much greater than
usual by the privateers. No one knew when one of these might
swoop down upon any vessel bearing the Stars and Stripes.
No bishop came to us. We had to elect our own president.
It was a close race between 1. Owen and J. T. Peck. There
were scattering votes enough to prevent an election until the
fourth ballot, when Owen was elected. J. B. Hill was secre-
tary, and we went to business. This conference met on Tues-
day, the only instance of the kind in our history. On Wednes-
day a collection was taken up “in behalf of two military com-
panies recently organized in Sacramento and about to depart
from the city for service on the plains, by order of the United
States Government.” The collection amounted to one hun-
dred dollars. The money was sent “with assurances of our
continued sympathy and prayers.”

There was a committee appointed on “The State of the
Country.” Here are their names: E. Bannister, J. D. Blain,
M. C. Briggs, I. M. Leihy, J. W. Ross, E. Thomas and H. C.
Benson. Read some of the crisp words their report contained:
“Secession matured is anarchy.” “The moral judgment of
the world has never justified a revolution so causeless as
this.” ‘“We deplore the necessity of war as we do the neces-
sity of executing a felon. But the destroyers of free govern-
ment and the offenders against justice and liberty must be
repulsed and punished, whether robbers or rebels.” “We
are in favor of the most decisive blows, however painful their
effects, as the most merciful solution of the dreadful problem
which the seceding States have compelled us to grapple

~with.”  “In the judgment of this conference, he who advo-
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would be a solution of the difficulty. Of course we could—it
would be delightful. We took the room ; we went to bed, but
not to sleep. Daylight broke upon us before we were done
with our pleasantries. That was wrong, undoubtedly, but we
had no headache from liquor, no stiffness from dancing; we
had enjoyed to the full each other’s society ; we should not see
-each other again, at least most of us, for a year, and no deep
repentance was required as a condition precedent to our for-
giveness. And thus we went out over the fields of California,
to face the hardest year we had ever known. A year of rain,
a year of mud, a year of impassable roads, a year of- cities
submerged, a year of hardships, at least, with some, never be-
{ore encountered, and, worst of all, a year of anxious sus-
pense, wonderng whether we were to have a country or not.



4 CHAPTER XVIL A )
1862.

The Telith Conferenée.

This conference met in Folsom Street Church, San Fran-
cisco, September 10th, Bishop Simpson presxdmg and J. B.
Hill secretary. The church being small, Platt’s Music Hall
was secured for the Sunday morning service. Standing room
was at a premium. His text was “Show me thy glory.”
Who that heard that sermon could ever forget it? The
bishop never equalled it in any other sermon the
writer has heard him preach. The preachers had
paid or pledged $2,300 for education the year be-
fore; they paid, or pledged, $1,400 this. R. P. Culver of
Placerville, Henson Hazel of Auburn and G. R. Baker of
Butte Circuit were ordained local deacons.

Statistics—At the close of the conference session there
were 87 members in full connection and 11 probationers;
members of the church, 3.497; probationers, 438; local
preachers, g6 ; Sunday-schools, 95 officers and teachers, 811;
scholars, 4,696 ; churches, 81; probable value, $239,300; par-
sonages, 53: probable value, $53,050; raised for missions,
$2,210; for conference claimants, $390.

Charles Miller was the ‘only transfer at this conference.
He had been admitted to the New Jersey Conference in 1852,
but was a member of the New England Conference at the
time of his transfer. He located in 1865.

F. D. Hodgson was admitted on his certificate of location.
He was a son of the somewhat celebrated Dr. Francis Hodg-
son of Philadelphia. He joined the Philadelphia Conference
in 1857, and soon after was transferred to the Oregon, where
he entered into educational work. He located in 1860, intend-.
ing to return to Philadelphia, but while waiting for a steamer
in San Francisco he learned that a teacher was needed in the
California College, then a Congregational and Presbyterian
institution, located at Oakland. He took the place, and
though never elected to a chair he gave excellent satisfaction
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ing committee, ever had his eve upon responsibility, and ever
-discharged it like an honest Christian gentleman. George
Miller, the genial, generous friend, whose heart was always
warm toward God and His Church. M. S. Hurd, our treasur-
-er, who, with the cares of a very responsible position in the
Southern Pacific railroad, had time, or made time, to attend
‘to church work with great fidelity. W. H. Rouse, the man
who, before he became a church member, while in Virginia
City, would not open his place of business on Sabbath days.
A. A. White, our efficient chorister, who led and instructed
-our singers without fee or reward, yet gave of his time and
-substance to this enterprise. Hurd and Playter have passed
on before, and have heard the welcome “Well done” from the
Master ; the other three still live to bless and enjoy the church
‘that cost them so much of care and anxiety. It ought to be
said that without the munificent giving of Eli W. Playter, First
Church, QOakland, had not been a possibility. It would be a
pleasure to write of other Christian men, who then and since,
have contributed to build up this strong and useful Church,
but limits will not allow. Their record is in a better history,
where no omissions can ever do injustice to faithful souls.

We shall take the time of the reader but a little longer to
give the list of pastors and a few important events that at-
-tended their labors. In 1876, R. Bentley. In 1878, T. Guard.
In 1880, E. S. Todd. In 1883, A. C. Holmes. The three last
named pastors left the Church in the interim of conference.
It was a great loss to the Church, and one that the exigencies
-of the case scarcely warranted. In the last instance, J. H.
Wythe, Sen., was appointed by the presiding elder to fill out
the yvear. In 1884, J. Coyle. During his pastorate the old
-debt was paid. Blessings on the man who pays a church debt!
Greater blessings to the man who knows how to provide all
needed church accommodations and do it without getting into
debt. In 1887, E. R. Dille. Some of the old ground was
‘bought back during this pastorate, and the parlors were en-
Targed and greatly improved. The church had been frescoed,
and a pipe organ secured, during the pastorate of Mr. Todd.
In 1892, A. Kummer. In 1897, E. R. Dille. Members goo,
‘probationers 26, local preachers 3, scholars in Sunday-school
459, one church walued at $60,000, paid pastor $2,750, pre-
siding elder $225, bishops $75, raised for missions $923.

El Dorado, where G. B. Hinkle was sent, must not be
«confounded with the county bearing that name. It is a vil-
Jage on the railroad, about fifteen miles from Folsom. In
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1864 it was left to be supplied. In 1865, J. Green. This is its
last appearance until 1871, when ]J. W. Bolitho was in charge.
In 1872 it was an appendage of Placerville. It is not again
mentioned until 1887, when El Dorado Circuit was supplied
by J. E. Wright. In 1889, G. G. Walter. The next hiatus
lasts until 1896, when El Dorado was supplied by C. E. Snell-
ing. He was returned in 1897. Members 21, probationers 1,
paid pastor $219, presiding elder $19, raised for missions $6

Ophir reported in 1863, 27 communicants, 20 scholars in
Sunday-school, and a parsonage valued at $3oo. That year
it was Lincoln and Ophirville, with P.Grove in charge. In 1864
it was not named, nor again until 1874, when it was an ap-
pendage of Auburn, where it remained until 1885, when it was
dropped from that name. In 1892 it comes in sight with its
old name—Ophir, supplied by Fred Keast. In 1895 W. S.
Withrow supplied it. In 1896 it was Ophir and Penryn, with
T. Leak in charge. In 1897 it was alone, with E. Smith in
charge. Members 35, probationers 3, scholars in Sunday-
school 70. two churches—one in Penryn—valued at $3.400,
one parsonage valued at $1,000, pald pastor $3500, presndmg
elder $35, bishops $1, raised for missions $15.
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ference on trial in Can>da. Ill health brought him to this
State, and ill health took him from us all too soon. He died in
Santa Rosa, April 5th, 1864. A beautiful character, a Chris-
tian gentleman.

Not many new changes are found in the list of appoint-
ments this year. Linden is one of the most interesting and
important. It is a village located about twelve miles in an
easterly direction from Stockton, in the midst of a most ex-
cellent farming country. A church was dedicated here July
7th, 1864, under the pastoral oversight of W. B. Priddy. The
church and parsonage zre located in a beautiful grove of
oaks. The report for 1864 gives 58 communicants, three Sun-
day-schools, having an aggregate of 48 scholars, and twe-:
churches. In 1865, A. Shaw. In 1866, it was supplied by H.
Gibson. In 1868, B. F. Myers. In 1869 it was supplied, but
by whom it is not known to the writer, possibly by R. B. Sco-
field, who supplied it the next year. In 1871, I. J. Ross. In-
1873, W. T. Mayne. In 1876, T. B. Palmer. In 3879, E. A.
Winning. In 1881, D. W. Chilson. In 1884, J. W. Kuyken-
dall. In 1886, H. L. Gregory. In 1891, J. Appleton. In 1892,
L. P. Walker. In 1894, J. Jeffrey. In 1897, E. B. Winning.
Members 75, probaticners 5, Sunday-school scholars 55, one-
church valued at $2,000, one parsonage valued at $1,500, paid
pastor $750, presiding elder $50, bishops 3, raised for mis-
sions $58.

Bloomfield is another Church developed from the old:
Russian River Circuit.  Father Walker, the veteran local
preacher, and helpful supply, organized a Church here some-
time in 1857 or 1858. A Charch in Valley Ford, then an ap-
pendage of this charge, was begun in 1861, and was dedicated
December 2oth, 1863. Mr. Blaney, a member of the Church,
gave the ground, and Andrew Mills did most of the collect-
ing. About the same time there was a parsonage erected in:
Bloomfield. .The lot for a church in Bloomfield -was given by
the Messrs. Hoag, and a church was built thereon in 1864.
A camp ground was owned by this Church, about one -and'a
half miles from Freestone, but it was sold in 1878, the tents.
and money being given to the Green Valley camp ground.
There is some uncertainty about the early history of this soci-
ety, from the fact that the records were stolen in 1872. A cur-
4ous case of larceny. It appears as a separate charge for the
first time in 1863, but was left to be supplied. It reported at-
the end of the year, 50 communicants and 100 Sunday-school"
scholars. It had then two churches and one parsonage, all}
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som, supplied by G. O. Starr. 1875 it was Lincoln, Penryn
and Cross’ School House, with G. Larkin in charge. In 1870 it
was not on the list. In 1877 it was Lincoln and Eagle School
House, supplied by R. M. Kirkland. In 1878 it was Lincoln
and Vernon, to be supplied. In 1879 it was suplied by L. B.
‘Hinman. We then lose track of it until 1888, when Lincoln
and Sheridan was a charge, supplied by Alexander Fisher,who
made no report of it, and thereafter it is not mentioned,
Not much can be said of any of the new fields in the Was-
hoe District. The writer is informed that F. M. Willis labored.
as a supply on the Truckee River Circuit that year. Union-
ville and Starr City reported nine communicants and two Sun-
day-schools. Thus these charges pass out of the conference.



CHAPTER XIX.
1864.
The Twelfth Conference.

" This Conference met in the Powell Street Church. It be-
gan September 2i1st, and closed October 1st, a long session.
Bishop Clark presided. J. B. Hill was secretary. The sacra-
“ment was not administered. though considerable time at the
opening was spent in devotional exercises. No less than ten
cases of proposed disciplinary action in regard: to charaeter
“had to be considered. Out of all these one was deposed from
the ministry, two were located by act of conference. and one
“was suspended for one vear. For ten weary days the confer-
" ence dragged its length along in this spasm of attempted cor-
rection of real or imaginary delinquents. There was time to
“think of little else:. Dr. Thomas reported for the Stockton
District, having been the presiding elder after the election of
Dr. Benson to the Pacific Christian Adwocate, and his conse-
~quent removal to Portland, Oregon.

Statistics—The formation of the Nevada Conference at
this session somewhat diminished the number of our mem-
bers. The session closed with 8o in full connection, and &
probationers. The Church at large had, members 3.912. This
includes Nevada, but there were but 281 communicants all
told in the new conference, at least only that many reported.
Probationers 538, local preachers 1co, Sunday-schools 122,
officers and teachers g8, scholars 6.062, churches 86, probable
value $350,062, parsonages 61, probable value $51.725. raised
for conference claimants $511.90, for missions $2,388.75. for
tracts $31. for Bible Society $362.61, for Sunday-school Union
-$142.30. The amount of missionary money appropriated this
year was $7.400 to the English, and $2,000 to the German
work.

There were several transfers made this vear. T. H. Sinex
was born in New Albany, Ind., January 3d, 1824. He grad-
uated from the Asbury University when nineteen vears of age.
"The same vear he was licensed to preach and admitted on trial
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no report made from it; then it is left off the list of appoint-
ments. It appears again as Hoopa Valley Indian Mission in
1871, to be supplied. In 1872 it was supplied by John Shaver.
In 1873 South Fork and Hoopa was a charge left to be sup-
plied. In 1874, M. Grant. In 1875, J. L. Broadus.: It then
disappears from the list of appointments.

. The discovery of copper ore in the foothills east of Stock-
ton led to the settling of Copperopolis. A railroad was
projected to that place from Stockton, but was never con-
structed beyond Milton. The mines did not turn out to
meet expectations, and neither did the town. It was this
year coupled with Campo Seco, and placed in charge of W. C.
Curry. He reported 14 members, and a lot valued at $z00.
In 1865 it was coupled with Knight's Ferry, and left to be
supplied, but afterward J. McKelvey was appointed. In 1866
it was supplied by E. A, Wible. It was then dropped from
the list.

Tule River was in the central part of the State, left to be
supnlied. It reported 24 members and $28 paid the presiding
elder. It remained to be supplied until 1866, when it was
dropped out of the appointments.

It is claimed that William Morrow, then presndmg elder
of the dlstrlct, organized the first church in the neighborhood
of Ferndale in 1860. It was then a part of the Eel River Cir-
cuit. Indians were plenty in those days, and traveling by no
means safe. Yet these early itinerants forded streams, and
faced the savages to find the sheep in the wilderness. For the
protection of the settlers the government planted a fort at
Bucksport, and had some soldiers constantly on hand to go
where needed. Grant, Cook and Hunt, all famous in the civil
war, as well as a few famous on the confederate side, were offi-
- cers at that place. It was wild life in that region for years
after the Methodists found their way there. The first services
in the Ferndale =ountry were held in a schoolhouse called
Dezn’s, a building of spruce stakes, built by public volunteer
labor. The placeafterward took on the less euphonious nameof
Grizzly Bluff. Under the name of Ferndale this charge became
separate from the Eel River Circuit in 1864, but was left to be
supplied. The supply was A. B. Spooner. He reported 23
communicants, and 50 scholars in the Sunday-school. In
1865, J. Burnell. In 1867, S. Clayton. In 1868, S. M. Wood-
ward. In 1869, J. McKelvey. In 1870, it was again an appen-
dage of the Eel River Circuit, without change of pastor. In
1871 it was alone, wth E. I. Jones in charge. During his pas-



262 FIFTY YEARS OF METHODISM.

torate the church now in use was built. R. S. Tyrell, a local
preacher, and P. W. Reas are reported as valuable workers at
this time. In 1872 it was called Ferndale and Dean’s School
House, without change of pastor. In 1873, H. C. Smith. In
1874 it was an appendage of Rhonerville, with E. Smith in
charge. In 1875 it was alone with J. M. Park in charge.
In 1876, J. Burns. In 1877 Mattole was added, and
C. P. Jones was pastor. The next year, without change of pas-
tor, Mattole was left off. In 1879, T. B. Palmer. In 1880, T.
H. Woodward. In 1883, J. W. Kuykendall. In 1884, C. G.
Milnes. In 1887, W. B. Priddy. During his labors a neat
parsonage was erected in Ferndale. In 1889, S. M. Wood-
ward. Under his labors a church: was built at Grizzly Bluff.
In 1804, R. Rodda. In 1897, W. P. Grant. Members 105,
probationers 12, local preachers 2, scholars in Sunday-school
140, two churches valued at $5,500, two parsonages valued at
$1,800, paid pastor $1,008, presiding elder $94, bishops $r11,
raised for missions $65.
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ireported 12 communicants, a church valued at $1,200. That
‘year is was supplied by J. L. Broadus. In 1869 it was left to
be supplied, and the next year not mentioned.

Trinity Center was but a small village when the writer trav-
eled thirty-five miles to preach there on a week night. Ten
years had passed when it became a charge supplied by G.
Childs. He reported $100 paid on salary, which was more
than a hundred times as much as the writer was paid for a
service conducted once in four weeks for a period of about
fourteen months. Still, he has nothing but pleasant memories
ot Trinity Center, and sadly regrets that it had so short an
existence in this case, for we look in vain for it among the
appointments of 1866.
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_July, 1869, the corner stone of a new church was laid in Santa
Barbara. That new church was dedicated by Dr. Thomas,
December 5th of the same year. The lot was purchased with

- the pastor’s own money, and deeded to the Church. The build-
ing cost $5,824.75. Mr, Cool remained until 1871, leaving a

:membership of 61. R. Bentley followed him. In 1874, S.
Bowers. He was reappointed in 1875, but did not remain until

“the end of his second year. H .H. Tevis was pastor the bal-
ance of the year, and then the charge went out of our con-

-ference.

Nevada Circuit was a region about Nevada and Grass
Valley, probably Indian Springs and Rough and Ready.

“Quite as probable it included Red Dog and You Bet. G. D.
Pinneo was the first pastor, and he was followed the next year
by C. A. Leaman. It then went out of existence in that form.

Trinidad was an appointment this year, with J. M. Camp-

“bell in charge. No report from it was made at the next con-

Aference, nor was any one again appointed.
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ter and Amador ; supplied by G. W. Brindell. In 1870, J. M.
~Campbell. In 1872, E. M. Stuart. In 1873, J. W. Stump.
- In 1875, E. A. Hazen. In 1876, C. G. Milnes. In 1878 the
- two churches were separated, with M. D. Buck in Sutter and

C. G. Milnes in Amador. In 1879 E. E. Dodge was in Sut-
‘ter, and W. B. Priddy in Amador. In 1881, J. L. Mann was

in Amador. In 1882 the two were together, and S. Kinsey

was in charge. In 1885, C. P. Jones. In 1887, C. E. Pettis.
"In 1890, E. A. Winning. In 1891, T. S. L. Wallis. In 1894,

‘G. O. Ash. In 1895, W. P. Grant. In 1897, G. Clifford.

Members, 76; probationers, 9; local preachers, 2; scholars in

Sunday-school, 134; one church valued at $3,500; one par-

sonage, valued at $1,000; paid pastor, $925; presiding elder,

:$75; bishops, $7; raised for missions, $20.

As Amador City, only about four miles away, has been so
closely related to Sutter Creek, it will be proper to finish its
“history here. In 1887 it became a separate charge, with A. H.
Needham for pastor. In 1888, J. R. Wolfe. In 188, J. B.
Chynoweth. In 1891, S. Hirst. In 1892, D. W. Calfee. In
1894, C. E. Pettis. In 1895, J. T. Murrish. In 1897, J. Jef-
frey. Members, 62; probationers, 7; scholars in Sunday-
‘school, 125 ; one church, valued at $1,500; one parsonage, val-
ued at $1,000; paid pastor, $770; presiding elder, $70; bishops,
‘$5 ; raised for missions, $23.

Just what was embraced in the Oakland Circuit, which
this year appeared in charge of C. E. Rich, is not known to
the writer. He reported five members, but no other items. It
was then discontinued.

San Andreas was probably a name given this year to the
work in Calaveras County. E. A. Wible was in charge, who
‘reported 39 communicants, two churches valued at $2,200,
one parsonage valued at $300, and two Sunday-schools with
100 scholars. In 1868, J. H. Jones. It was not again in the
Tist of appointments.

Point Arena, or Punta Arena, for there are several varia-
‘tions in the spelling of this name in the minutes, was sup-
plied this year by D. H. Haskins, who reported 36 communi-
cants and 8o scholars in Sunday-school. In 1868 Mr. Has-
kins was received on trial and returned. In 1869 it was sup-
‘plied by W. Davis. In 1870, N. Van Eaton. He reported
38 communicants and a parsonage valued at $80o0. In 1871,
J. Green. In 1872, S. M. Woodward. In 1874, J. Appleton.
At the end of his three years he reported 55 communicants,
two churches valued at $9,000, and one parsonage valued at
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$1,.200. In 1877, J. W. Bluett. In 1878, E. A. Hazen. In
1880, G. Adams. In 1882, A. K. Crawford. In 1883, E. M.
Stuart. In 1886, L. Fellers. In 1888, E. A. Winning. In
18go, F. M. Willis. In 1893, W. J. Peters. In 1895, G. M.
Meese. In 1896, S. M. Woodward. He remained until after
the close of our historical period. Members, 82 ; probationers,.
8: one local preacher; go scholars in Sunday-school; paid
pastor, $840; presiding elder, $70; bishops, $5; raised for mis-
sions, $20. :
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letters, written during his absence, were specimens of the
‘highest type of literary ability. He returned but little im-
proved in health. He went at his work when he should have
‘had further rest. Still, no one dreamed that the man of such
a.noble physique, the very picture of health a few years ago,
-could be near his end. But so it was. He died at his home
in Berkeley, Jan. 2d, 1900, lamented by all.

In 1871 we find the first report of members in the mission.
A small beginning, only four in full connection, and two Sun-
-day-schools, with an aggregate of 100 schqlars. In 1872 the
number had increased to 9, but a year later there were only
8, with 2 probationers. In 1874 there were 18 in full con-
nection, 3 probationers, and one local preacher. The growth
since then has been normal and healthy, though not rapid.
In 1884 the first fruits of this mission were admitted on trial
in an Annual Conference. Chan Han Fan, a Chinaman, was
received into the Puget Sound Conference, and K. Miyama
was received into that of California. The latter was no less
a fruit of this mission because he was a Japanese. In 1893 the
Chinese work was set apart in a separate district. In 1894
the first probationer was received into the California Confer-
ence, although local preachers had been emploved as supplies
for several vears previous.

Our history closes with a Chinese district, having six ap-
pointments, one member of conference and two probationers,
while in the Church at large there were 174 members,37 proba-
tioners, 4 local preachers, five Sunday-schools having an ag-
gregate of 264 scholars, and this Church raised for missions

$367.
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when in 1869 it became an appointment, with J. Baldwin, pas--
tor. He reported 38 communicants, and a parsonage worth-
$300. In 1870 it was Cherokee and Oroville, supplied by C.
A. Leaman. In 1872 it was supplied by J. B. Hartsough. In
1873 it was Cherokee Circuit, supplied by E. Hoskins. In
1874 it was simply Cherokee, and was left to be supplied. In
1874 it was not named. Perhaps it was embraced in what was .
called Chico Circuit.

Yuba City, near Marysville, had been an appointment on
the Butte Circuit some vears before it was made a separate
charge. In 1869 it was left to be supplied, and the writer-
thinks it was supplied by E. Kellogg, whose pastorate con-
tinued until 1872, when it was again placed on the Butte Cir-
cuit. In 1870 there were 33 communicants, 70 scholars in
Sunday-school, and a church valued at $3,000. In 1873 it was.
alone, with J. W. Bluett in charge. In 1874, S. Kinsey. In
1875, I. N. Pardee. In 1876, J. H. White. In 1877, S. M..
Woodward. In 1879, G. G. Walter. In 1882, it was sup-
plied by T. S. L. Wallis. In 1884 Franklin was added, Wallis.
still being in charge. In 1885, W. J. Peters. In 1887, H. C.
Tallman. In 1891, G. Clifford. In 1892, C. E. Rich. In
1893, A. S. Gibbons. In 1894, A. C. Duncan. In 1895, J. W..
Buxton. His pastorate closed our historical period. Mem-
bers 60, probationers 1, 120 scholars in Sunday-school, one:
church valued at $2,500, one parsonage valued at $2,500, paid
pastor $800, presiding elder $52, bishops $5, raised for mis-
sions $26.

Bear Creek to which J. W. Hines was appointed, was on.
the Stockton District, probably in the region afterward covered
by the Southern California Conference. Mr. Hines made no
report at the end of the year, when it was left to be supplied.
In 1871, J. H. Vincent. He reported 16 comumnicants, 58"
scholars in the Sunday-school, but no Church property. In:
1872 it was dropped from the list.
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.age, valued at $700; paid pastor, $393; presiding elder, $18;

bishops, $1; raised for missions, $14.

- Lower Lake was a part of the Clear Lake Circuit previ-
-ous to this date. H. D. Bryant remained two years, when it

was left off the list. - In 1893 it was an appendage of Middle-

‘town, had a church building and a small membership.



CHAPTER XXVI.
1871.
The Nineteenth Conference.

This conference met in Sacramento on the 23d day of
August, and adjourned on the 2¢9th. Bishop Simpson was
assigned to this field, but sickness prevented his coming, so
we had Bishop Janes for the third and last time. H. B. Hea-
cock was elected secretary. The conference receivd $30 in
currency from the Chartered Fund. The transcontinental
railro>d brought us some distinguished visitors. Dr. W. L.
Ho=rris, then misisonary secretary, after bishop, was present,
and spoke for the cause he represented. Dr. Abel Stevens, the
great historian, and Dr. Daniel Curry, the distinguished edi-
tor, were with us and addressed the conference. The election
of delegates to tiae General Conference resulted in the choice
of J. R. Tansey on the first ballot, W. J. Maclay on the third,
and J. H. Wythe on the fifth. C.\". Anthony and C. H. Affler-
bach were elected reserve delegates.

The most important event of this session was the meeting of
the first lav electoral conference ever held in California. It
met on Friday the 25th, and was called to order by G. \W. B.
McDonald of San Diego. who nominated J. M. Moore of
Centerville as temporary chairman. J. H. Morgan of Santa
Clara was clected temporary secretarv. A committee ap-
pointed for that purpose nominated the permznent officers as
follows: W. H. Rogers of Los Gatos, president: A. Henlev of
Sacramento, vice-president; D. Tuthill of Santa Cruz, secre-
tarv: J. M. Buffiilngton of San Francisco, assistant secretary.
The election resulted in the choice of R. G. Davission of San
Francisco and Edwerd Moore of Stockeon. G. W. B. Mec-
Donald of San Diego and E. S. Lippett of Petaluma were
chosen as reserve delegates. An elaborate address was pre-
pared and read before the annual conference. It indicated the
conservative character of these laymen. They were opposed
to any change in the episcop~cy or the intineracy. A reso-
lution that the layv electoral delegates ought to be elected by a
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close of our historical period. Members, 124; probationers,
10; one local preacher: 200 scholars in Sunday-school; one
church, valued at $12,500: paid pastor $800; presiding elder,
$75: bishops. $15; raised for missions, $73.

Placer, with N. R. Peck as pastor, now appears as a
charge. Just what was embraced under this name cannot
here be stated. He reported 9 communicants and two church-
es, but does not give their value. He remained two years upon
the work, when it was dropped from the list.

Pitt River and Big Valley, on the Marysville District, were
m~de a charge and supplied by J. Hulbert. He made no re-
port the next year, nor was the appointment continued.

Cloverdale was made a charge this year, with H. S.
Churchman pastor. No report of it was made the next year,
and it was then left off the list. In 1882 it was coupled with
Anderson Valley, but left to be supplied. In 1883 it was sup-
plied by W. S. Bryant. He organized a class of 11 members.
He was told that the prejudices of the community were such
that if it were known that he intended to build a church no
man would sell him a lot. He bought a block in his own
name and sold part of it at a profit; he then deeded the bal-
ance to a Board of Trustees. He secured a subscription of
fifty dollars from Mr. Hoadley, of whom he had bought the
lot: also a donation from the Church Extension Society ; ob-
tained lumber of Heald's Mill in Guerneville at cost, and built
a church worth over $2,000. The church was dedicated by
Dr. Jewell, August 24, 1884. This was a good beginning, but
the church had a slow growth. The wine producing interests
of that region are not a good environment for our church.
So much the more we ought to be there. In 1884, it was sup-
plied by Dr. J. A. Callen, a local preacher and a physician.
In 1885, F. M. Pickles. In 1886, J. B. Cheynoweth. In 1887,
S. T. Sterrett. In 1838, it was Cloverdale and Hopland—a
name indicative of ot'rer unhealthy environment—supplied by
Jesse Tobias. In 1889 Cloverdale was alone, with J. S. Fisher
in charge. In 18go, D. W. Chilson. In 1891, it was supplied
by F. S. Thomas. In 1892, supplied by J. R. Gregory. In
1893, G. M. Richmond. In 1895, J.H. Jones. In 1897, D. W.
Lloyd. Members 20, probationers 5. scholars in Sunday-
school 25, one church valued at $2,000, paid pastor $238, pre-
siding elder $13, bishops $2, raised for missions $9g.

Los Nietos appeared in 1871 with I. M. Leihy in charge.
The next vear it reported 39 communicants. It was then left
to be supplied. In 1873 it was not mentioned. In 1874 Los
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State, David H. Lowry, agent for Hoopa Valley Reservation,
Hugh Gibson agent at Round Valley, Charles Maltby to the
Tule River, and John R. Tansey to be agent in general for
Indians in the Southern part of the State. Senator Cornelius
Cole, and Representative Aaron A. Sargent, were requested to
use their kindly offices in securing this action. This report
was adopted unanimously by the conference.

The only result of these recommendations was the appoint-
ment of Hugh Gibson to the agency of the Round Valley Res-
ervation, and =zt the next conference he was so appointed by
the Bishop. A permanent committee on Indian affairs was
appointed, which committee was renewed each year while the
plan was worked. W. Bush was assigned to the Hoopa Val-
lev Reservation, and the next vear John Shaver was given
the same work, enlarged by the addition of South Fork. But
no missionary money was appropriated, and no report made
from it, and presumably nothing came of it. E. K. Dodge
was afterward appointed agent of the Hoopa Valley Reserva-
tion, and filled the place for several years. He had much
trouble from outside parties, but kept the school going and
had regular religious services. Mr. Dodge was a faithful
Methodist, father of our own E. E. Dodge, so well known in
the ministry.

The first vear of Mr. Burchard’s administration, in 1873,
was characterized by a most remarkable revival of religion.
The following brief account of this work is taken from the
Adzocate of about that time, and is found in an article signed
“E. E. B.” No doubt written by Dr. Bateman, formerly of
Stockton, who was physician at the reservation. “The out-
pouring of the Holy Spirit in our midst continues with in-
creasing power. Sunday night, the 22d of February, 1874,
thirty-five declared themselves on the Lord’s side, and applied
for membership in the Church, making a total to date of five
hundred :nd forty-one. Our meetings have been in progress
twenty-three consecutive days, and still continue. The young
men and women, the choice of all the tribes, are with us in
this great work, and are mainly the subjects of it. But now the
old-fashioned ones begin to come, and this we deem essen-
tial to the highest measure of strength to the work. Many
parents are bringing their children of a few years, and urging
their reception into the Church. All who are too young for
responisble membership, are inducted into the Church by bap- -
tism.”

In 1874 there were reported 106 members in full connec-
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sults have been in every way satisfactory. At the end of his
first year he reported 9 members in full connection, and 41
probationers. The items reported for 1897 show 64 members,
26 probationers, one local preacher, 15 children baptized, 3
Sunday-schools, 6 officers and teachers, 176 sdholars, 3
churches, valued at $1,500, and the pastor received $650 for
his services. All this shows that when labor is faithfully ex-
pended on these aborigines it pays well. But on the whole
we cannot look upon our work among the Indians without
feeling that some serious blundering has to be answered for
by somebody.

Before leaving this subject it ought to be said that the
agency of Mr. Burchard was as successful in a pecuniary sense
as in a spiritual. He was appointed by President Grant to
purchase stores for all the reservations in California and Ne-
vada, saving the expense of a very highly paid official. He
also acted as timber agent for Northern California, saving
much to the government in that particular. He succeeded in
getting the soldiers removed from Round Valley, and later,
at the request of the Corresponding Secretary of our Mission-
ary Society, he secured their removal from Hoopa Valley.
While we must greatly deplore the loss from Church member-
ship which changes and neglect produced, we cannot lose
sight of the fact that the Indians of this reservation were much
improved morally, and became vastly more easily managed,
as the direct result of the evangelizing process through which
they passed.



CHAPTER XXVII.

1872,

The Twentieth Conference.

It met in San Jose September 18th and adjourned the
24th. Bishop Foster presided, and H. B. Heacock was sec-
retarv. The reports of collections were all to be reduced to
currency, the standard of exchange being 112. The amount
given from the Chartered fund was $35 in currency. Dr. R.
Nelson, senior Book Agent, was present through the whole
session. Giles Bly was made a deacon under local preacher’s
rule.

Statistics—At the close of conference there were 108 in
full connection, and 16 probationers. The Churches reported
6.314 members, 780 probationers, 124 local preachers, g7
Churches, valued at $596,200, 66 parsonages valued at $75.-
550, collected for conference claimants $956.95, for missions,
from churches $2,124.94, from Sunday-schools $606.94. for
Woman’s Missionary Society $153, for Church Extension
$237.96, for tracts $96.40, for Sunday-school Union $146.66,
for education $64.95. Sunday-schools 133, officers and teachers
1.417, scholars 9,730, conversions in Sunday-schools 264. The
Missionary Society gave the conference $5.000 for English
work, and $2,500 for German. The amount given for the
Chinese work was not published in the minutes.

The transfers at this time were F. F. Jewell, Q. J. Colin,
I. . Blood, Joseph Hammond and C. W. Tarr. W. R. Go-
ber was received on his credentials as an elder in the Church
South.

I'rank French Jewell was born in the town of Floyd, Onei-
da County, New York, November ¢, 1830. He married at
the age of seventeen, his wife being only one year younger.
Though so voung, God wonderfully blessed their union. For
more than fifty vears they have lived lovingly together, and
only death could separate them. When he was twenty-two
vears old the two were converted at the same revival meeting.
His name has always stood in the ministerial roll of our con-
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whom is unknown. In 1875 it was coupled with Lompoc, and
D. H. Hoskins was in charge. Thus it went into the Southern:
Conference.

Ventura is probably the same as San Buena Ventura prev-
‘iously noticed. The name had been relieved of surplussage in
order to suit the tastes and convenience of its more recent
population. Adam Bland probably preached the first protest-
ant sermon ever heard in this place. He was taken for a Cath-
olic priest, and, when he had declared his true status in that
regard he felt that his life was hardly safe. In 1873 there were
86 comunicants, including 5 local preachers. That year A.
Bland was pastor. A church 24x40 was dedicated on the 25th
of January by Dr. Bentley. In 1874, W. A. Knighten. In
1875 it was called Ventura Circuit, with two supplies, C. H.
Reamey and G. G. Walter, in charge. It then went out of the
conference.

Potter Valley, head of a large circuit, reaching to L.ong
Valley, had J. L. Broaddus in charge. From 1854 to 1858
William Day and Charles Neil, with their families, settled in
this valley. In 1860 they were joined by Jacob Vann and
family, and Pitt W. Vann, a local preacher, two married sons
of Jacob, a Mr. Karney and a Mr. Bird. A class was then
formed by W. S. Bryant, pastor of the Church in Ukiah. In
"that yvear it was named as a part of the Ukiah charge, in which
relation it remained for many years. In 1872 it was put with
the region further north. In 1873 it was Potter Valley alone
without ch:nge of pastor. In 1874 it was Potter and Little
Lake, with G. McRae in charge. In 1875 it was supplied by
T. W. Spanswich. In 1876 it was supplied by L. Daves. In
1877 it was again coupled with Ukiah, and J. L. Burchard
was in charge. In 1878 it was Potter and Long Valley, with
R. R. Dunlap in charge. In 1880 it was left to be supplied.
In 1881 it does not appear, but Willetts does, and Potter
Valley was a part of that charge. We shall consider the his-
tory of Willetts further on.

Guennoc, with J. Green in charge, reported 25 communi-
cants, a church valued. at $600, and a parsonage valued at
$200. In 1873 it became an appendage to Cahstoga and has
never been a separate charge since. :

Dixon comes to the front this year with J. H. Peters in
.charge. It was coupled with Binghamton, a place but a few
miles away. In 1873 there were 77 communicants, 88 schol-
ars in Sunday-school, one church valued at $4,500, one par-
sonage valued at $600. In 1875, E. C. Arnold. In 1876, W.
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under the name of Round Valley Indian Mission, (Covelo),
supplied by C. Anderson. This name and appointment con-
tinued until the close of our historical period, when Mr. An-
_derson reported 37 members, 6 probationers, 2 local preachers,
100 scholars in Sunday-school, but no church property. They
paid the pastor $70.



CHAPTER XXVIIL

1873.
The Twenty-First Conference.

The conference this vear met in Central Church. San Fran-
cisco. on the 17th of September and adjourned on the 23d.
Bishop Peck presided. Dr. Heacock was continued secretary.
George Clifford reported for the Petaluma District. having
been appointed to that work on the occasion of Dr. Thomas®
death. Robert Beecihing., a verv useful member of Powell-
street Church. and afterward of the First Church in Alameda.
was ordained deacon, according to local preacher’s rule. The
presiding elders reported a new church at Half Moon Bay.
costing $3.900: one at Redwood. costing $1.800: one at May-
field. costing S2.430: one at Modesto. costing $4.000. a new
church and parsonage at Merced. a new parsonage at Dixon,
a new church at Grass \7alley. costing $12.000, one at Middle-
ton and one at Ferndale, cost not given.

Statistics.  Conference members at the close of the ses-
gion, 120, with 12 probationers. The Church at large reported
6.3416 members in full connection. 1.012 probationers. 113:
local preachers, 142 Sunday-schools. officers and teachers
- 483, scholirs 19,30, conversions in the Sunday-schools 273.
churches y7. probable value $691.300. parsonages 61, probable
value $60.025. raised for Conierence Claimants $1.200. for mis-
sons from Churches $2,978. from Sunday-schools, $748 =3,
for Woman’s Missionary Society $369.60, for Church Ex-
tension $761 40, for tracts $131.25. for Sunday-school Union
R177.27. for Freedman's Aid Society. the first contributions,
S113. for Education $421.75. The Missionary Society appro-
priated $8.460 to the English work. and $2.500 for the Ger-
man.

This vear there was an Oakland District, embracing the
region around the bay. east and north of San Francisco, ex-
iending to Calistoga.  \W. R. Gober was presiding elder.
xiah District took the balance of the Petaluma District. and
W. S Turner was in charge. There were 135 pastoral
charges.

(338)
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The transfers at this conference were Stephen Bowers, from
the Oregon, S. C. Elliott, from the East Maine, James Burns,
from the Iowa. E. R. Dille. from the New York, John Thomp-
son from the Northwestern Indiana, Martin Miller, from the
IMinois Central, E. A. Winning, from the Des Moines, A. H.
Tevis, from the Northwestern Indiana, and S. H. Rhoads,
from the North Indiana. Stephen Dowers joined the Iowa
Conference in 1856, and was transfered from that conference
to the Oregon, where he remained but a few years. He was
at Santa Barbara when the conference was divided, and so be-
came a charter member of the Southern body.

S. C. Elliott joined the East Maine Conference in 18353, he
did effective work in this conference until 188, when he was
placed on the superannuated list. He resides at Napa.

James Burns was received into the Canada Wesleyan Con-
ference in 1833. He subsequently became a member of the
Jowa Conference, whence he was transferred to this. In 1877
he was suspended for one year on account of improper con-
duct. In 1879 he withdrew from the ministry.

E. R. Dille was born in Middleport, Illinois, April 7, 1848.
He was converted in 1864. Though so young at the fime, he
was a soldier in the civil war, and his life in the army often
gives valuable coloring to his sermons. His patriotism no one
questions. He was educated in Frankfort Seminary, Indiana,
and taught for a time in that institution. He was licensed to
preach in 1870, his certificate to that effect bearing the signa-
ture of Bishop Jovce. then a presiding elder in Indiana. The
same vear he joined the Northwestern Indiana Conference. e
was transfered to our conference when a deacon of the second
class. He was ordained elder in 1874. He received the de-
gree of D. D. from the University of the Pacific in 1886. Ilis
success in the ministry has not been surpassed by any member
of the California Conference.

John Thompson is a native of England, but came while
young to America and settled in Illinois. He joined the
Northwestern Indiana Conference in 1869g. He came here as
a district superintendent of the American Bible Society, and
has steadily remained in the Bible work until now. In age
.and feebleness he continues in his favorite employ of getting
.the Bible into every home. He was given the degree of D. D.
by the University of the Pacific.

Martin Miller joined the Illinois Conference in 1870. He
.came from that conference to this, and remained in the regu-
.lar work very acceptably until 1880, when he located.
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E. A. Winning was a soldier in the war of the rebellion,
doing good service for his country. In 1866 he joined the Des
Moines Conference, whence he transfered to this. He came
for health in the spring of 1873, and went to work at once.
- He is a man of much worth, and his services have been of
much value. He has the confidence and love of all his breth-
ren. .

A T. Tevis remained with us but one year, and was then
transfered to the Nevada Conference.

Samuel H. Rhoads was born in Warren County, Ohio,
converted at the age of thirteen, educated in the public schools,
but received private instruction in " the languages, and in theol-
ogy. acquiring proficiency in all branches of knowledge for the
work of the ministry. He joined the North Indiana Confer-
ence in 1853. He has done the Church valuable service, and is
¢till doing it. '

Jezeph H. Wythe, a son of Dr. Wythe, so well known, was
born in Salem, Chester County, Pennsylvania, January 17.
1853. He was educated in the public schools, in Portland
Academy, and finished the full classical course in the Univer-
sitv of the Pacific in 1873. The Sunday after graduation he
begzn supplying the work in Martinez, joining the conference
on trial at its next session. In 1874 he was discontinued at
his own request, that he might attend Drew Theological Sem-
inarv. He re-entered the conference in 1875, and has been in
the effective work since, except from 1893 to 1895, when owing
to injuries received while attending a 1uneral, he w1s com
pelled to take a supernumerary relation.

Of Henry C. Smith the writer knows nothing except that
he was discontinued at the end of two years.

William A. Knighten has been always employed in the
Southern part of the State, where he vet lives and efficiently
Inhors, being one of the strong men of that conference. These
three—\Wythe, Smith and Knighten—were the only proba-
tioners received at this session.

Qanta Cruz Circuit has embraced Felton, Ben Lomond
and Boulder Creek. though the latter place is merely the name
of the post-office, the church being in Lorenzo, near by. At
Jdifferent times other points of less importance have received
attention.  For several vears past Felton and Ben Lomond
have not been visited, the work being confined to Lorenzo
and Boulder Creek. Here we have a very comfortable church
and parsonage, and a small membership. It was left to be sup-
plied in 1873, but it seems no one could be found to take it. In
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anything but the gospel.” From that day we were fast friends.
Father Hughes went home many years ago, his widow assur-
ing the writer afterward that he always spoke in kindness of
‘the man he had so doubted at first. The beauty of the place at-
tracted population, and in the years following it grew in im-
-portance. The pastors of the church in San Leandro had
charge. In 1866 James Corwin was on.that work, and that
year a church was built that cost about $2,000. In 1873 it
became a station with J. W. Bryant in charge. He reported
at the end of the year 71 communicants and 130 sclolars in
Sunday-school. In 1876, S. Kinsey. During this pastorate a
parsonage was built. The second vear of Mr. Kinsev's pas-
tor.te Centervile was added to the charge. In 1878. W. T.
Maync. The next year the name of Centerville was dropocd
In 1880, W. C. Curry. In 1881 it was with San Leandro and
T. B. Palmer was in charge. In 1882, it was alone, with S.
"T. Sterritt in charge. In 1884, J. H. Bacon. He did not live
to finish his first year and F. E. McCallum was employed as a
supply. In 1885, H. H. Hall. In 1887, J. W. Bryant. In
1888, J. W. Ross. In 1892, J. L. Trefren. In 1893, D. W.
Chilson. In 1894, R. E. Wenk. In 1896, W. R. Gober. In
1897, T. S. L. Wallis, afterward changed to A. J. Case. Mem-
bers, 42: probationers, 5; scholars in Sunday-school, 35; one
church, valued at $3,500; one parsonage, valued at $2,500:
paid pastor, $511: presiding elder, $16; bishops, $2; raised for
missions, $25. It ought to be said that the great influx of for-
eigners has been the principal reason why the membership of
the church in Haywards has not increased.

We find a Richland Circuit on two widely separated dis-
tricts. This that we now consider was on the Los Angeles,
with W. A. Knighten in charge. It reported 46 communi-
cants, and was then left off the list, probably placed under an-
other name. _

Riverside was supplied by some one unknown. It re-
ported 11 communicants and ‘60 scholars in Sunday-school.
It was left to be supplied in 1874, and in 1875 had F. D. Bo-
vard as pastor. He went with it into the Southern Confer-
ence in 1876.

Walnut Creek, beautiful for situation, lying at the base of
Mt. Diablo, became a separate charge, or more properly
speaking the name of a charge, in 1873, with G. F. Elliott sup-
plying it. During most of its history Lafayette was a part of
the work, but not at first, so that in 1874 we can estimate the
numerical strength of the Church in Walnut Creek. There
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college in Woodbridge, and our Church left it to them. Grad-
ually Lodi became the headquarters of our Church in that
neighborhood. A class was formed here some years before
it became a charge bearing this name. C. A. E. Hertel was
sent here in 1873, and at the end of a year reported 62 com-
municants and a church valued at $5,000. This church was
used some time before it was finished. It was dedicated in
1875. In 1876, W. A. Hughes. In 1877, J. H. White. In
1879, C. S. Haswell. In 1882, T. B. Palmer. In 1884, W.R.
‘Gober. In 1885, E. E. Dodge. In 1886, S. Jones. In 18go,
J. L. Mann. In 1891, E. A. Winning. In 1893, it was Lodi
-and Acampo, Winning still in charge. In 1894, L. Fellers.
His pastorate extended beyond our period. Members, 120;
probationers, 3; one local preacher, 125 scholars in Sunday-
school, paid pastor $750, presiding elder $50, bishops $20,
raised for missions $56.

We have had a Bear River Circuit, and-a Bear Creek
Circuit; this year we have a Bear Valley Circuit, with J.
Green in charge. He reported 7 communicants, $75 paid the
pastor, $5 paid the presiding elder, and what is greatly cred-
itable, he had raised $8 for missions. It was then left out of

ithe list. '



 CHAPTER XXIX.

1874.
The Twenty-Second Conference.

The twenty-second session of the conference convened in-
Ioward Street Church September 16th and adjourned the -
23rd. Bishop Merrill presided. H. B. Heacock was contin-
ued secretary. Dr. J. M. Reid was present in the interests of -
the Missionary Society of the Church. The conference re-
ceived $30 in currency from the Chartered Fund. A recom-
mendation came up from the San Francisco District Confer-
ence that Mrs. Maggie Van Cott be ordained deacon under -
local preacher's rule. The bishop declared the recommenda-
tion out of order, as a woman had no status as a local preacher
in the Church. An appeal to the General Conference was tak-
en, signed by twenty or more of the conference, the writer -
among them. The General Conference of course affirmed
the decision of the bishop. John Bergner was ordained dea- -
cen as a local preacher. This conference inaugurated the cus-
tom, since followed, of hearing obituary papers read concern-
ing the deaths of the wives of ministers.

Statistics—The names on the ministerial roll at the close -
of conference were 124, with g probationers. Church mem-
bers 7,500, probationers 1,804, local preachers 112,.Sunday-
schools 162, officers and teachers 1,646, scholars 12,516, con-
versions in the Sunday-schools 314, churches 111, probable
value $649.725, parsonages 72, probable value $67,700, raised
for Conference Claimants $1,047.50 ; for missions,from church-
es $2,690.88, from Sunday-schools $945.95, for Bible Society
$553.85, for Woman’s Missionary Society $785.51, for Church.
Extension $469.40, for tracts $137.80, for Sunday-School Un-
ion $135, for Freemen’s Aid $89.80, for Education $764.65.
The conference received from the Missionary Society this year -
$8,000 for the English work and $2,500 for the German.

The districts were as follows: San Francisco, G. Clifford.
Sacramento, D. Deal. Stockton, W. Dennett. Marysville,
W. Peck. Los Angeles, J. R. Tansey. Ukiah, W. S. Turner..

(345)
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‘German, G. H. Bollinger. The region north of the bay was
placed in the San Francisco District. There were 135 pastor-
al charges.

There were eleven transfers to this conference. William
McPheeters. from the Oregon Conference; Charles J. Love-
joy, from the Kensas: Julius and K. Franz, from the South-
western Germen ; G.S.Hickey, from the Michig-n: A.J. Wells,
from the Nevada; L. L. Rodgers, from the Western N. Y.:
Ensign H. King, from the Des Moines; Silas Pruden, from
the Ohio: Esdras Smith, from the Upper Iowa, and A. H.
Dsvies from the Illinois.

William McPheeters joined the Baltimore Conference at
first. He was a man of much ability in the pulpit. In 1879
he was transferred to the Central Illinois Conference.

Charles J. Lovejoy joined the Kansas Conference in 1868.
Judging from a sermon the writer heard him preach, he was
inclined to be sensational. In 1879 he withdrew from the
ministry.

Julius and K. Franz were brothers. They engaged in the
German work, but remained only one or two vears.

George S. Hickey was a brother of the John Hickey whose
experiences are related elsewhere. He remained with us but a
few vears, when he returned to Michigan, whence he came.

A. J. Wells was a bright man, a good preacher. and capa-
ble of great usefulness. He was not in harmony with our
system, and in 1882 joined the Congregational Church. Some
years liter he drifted into the Unitarian Church, and became
a p stor of that denomination in San Francisco.

I.. L. Rogers came to take charge of the Napa Collegiate
Institute. He remained there two vears, and then engaged in
the pastorate. In 1879 he left us, but wiiere he went is un-
known to the writer.

Ensign H. King is one of our soldier ministers. We have
enough of them to make a goodly Veteran's Society. Their
annual camp fires light a good many hearts that did not go to
the war, but who have, and always will have, an affection for
those wio did, an affection that grows in proportion to the
length of time that separates between them and those days
that tricd men’s souls. Chaplain King was born near Newcas-
tle, Penn., January 28, 1838, His parents were devout Meth-
odists, and so reared him that he never knew when he was
not a child of God. He joined the Church in Towa in 1853.
e was licensed to preach in 186o. He enlisted in company 1.
Fifteenth regiment, Towa Volunteers, in November, 1861. He






2348 FIFTY YEARS OF METHODISM.

~miceting, February 14, 1864, joining the Church soon after.
He graduated in the full classical course in the University of
the Pacific, in 1873. He supplied the church in Lockeford
until the conference of 1874. In December, 1873, he married
Miss Helen M. Storr, also a graduate of the same institution.
"He engaged in regular pastoral work until 1878, when he was
selected to labor with Dr. Gibson in the Chinese mission. Af-
“ter two vears in California he went to Oregon, in charge of the
Chinese work there. On resigning his place in the mission,
“he was transferred to the Puget Sound Conference, where he
“labored as pastor and presiding elder for thirteen years, rep-
“resenting that body in the General Conference of 1892. By re-
quest of his many friends in California he was transferred
“back to our conference in 18g7.

Of Murdock Grant the writer only knows he was never re-
ceived into full connection. In a vear or two he was discon-
tinued.

The separation of East Oakland from the First Church
was rather premature. None of the members living in East

“On-kland desired it, and this weakened the enthusiasm so es-
sential to a new undertaking of so great magnitude. Mr. Hul-
bert worked hard, bought a good lot, better in the opinion of
the writer than the one now in use. Here they erected a small
plain church, but as the entire expense, or very nearly so,
had to be a matter of debt, it was a long time that the society
had to struggle with a burden too great for it to bear. In
order to be relieved from debt they had to sacrifice a part of
their ground, and thus lose the situztion for the coming vears.
In 1876. \V. Gafney. In 1877, C. J. Lovejoy. In 1878, W. S.
Turner. In 1879, W. Angwin. During this pastorate the
church debt was paid. It was no easy task, even with the
aid afforded by the sale of one of their lots. In 1880 San
Leandro w-s added to it. The next ye-r it was alone. In
1882, J. L. Mann. In 1884, J. W. Ross. In 1887, H. B. Hea-
cock. The old property was now sold, a lot with parsonage
on Fighth avenue purchased, and a new church erected there-
on. In 1889 the name of the charge was changed to Eighth
Avenue. Wthen Dr. Heacoek left in 1892, the church was val-
ued at $35.000 #nd the parsonage at $5,500. A heavy debt was
incurred which has seriously embarrassed them since, but they
are at this writing in sight of victory. M. F. Colburn followed
Heacock. In 1893. S. ]J. Carroll. In 1897, A. T. Needham.
Members 287, probationers 25, local preachers 2, Sunday-
-school scholars 141, one church valued at $25.000, one parson-
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Orange and Anaheim, with J. M. Campbell in charge. And
thus we take our leave of it.

Pleasanton appeared in the lead of Livermore this vear,
with E. A. Wible in charge. In 1875, E. M. Stuart. During
this pastorate a church was built in Pleasanton. It was under-
taken and carried forward by the few Methodists who lived
there. Still the pastor was induced to submit its ownership to
a popular vote. It was almost certain that if those who voted
had been only such as gave money to build the church, it had
been a Methodist Church. But many in the community had a
prejudice against Methodism because of its attitude on the
subject of dancing, and these came in and took an active part
in the election. The result wes, it was voted into the Presby-
terion Church. Better that than to be a Union Church. In 1876,
J. A. Bruner. In 1878, it was Pleasanton and San Ramon,
supplied by W. D. Crabb. In 1879 it was San Ramon and
Pleasanton. Crabb still in charge. It remained a part of the
San Ramon charge, though not always named, until 1893.
All this time it had a parsonage, and in 1888, during the pas-
torate of Ross Taylor, a neat church was erected. The pas-
tors serving during this period will be given in connection
with the history of San Ramon. Until the church was built,
services were held in the Presbyterian Church. In 1893 Pleas-
anton was alone with H. W. Baker supplying it. He reported
16 communicants, and 30 scholars in Sunday-school. In 1894,
it was ' Pleasanton and San Ramon, with E. A. Winning in
charge. In 18g6, E. J. Wilson. In 1897, R. Burley. At that
time the two churches reported 25 members, one probationer,
70 scholars in its two Sunday-schools, two churches valued at
$6.000, one parsonage valued at $1,000. paid pastor $600. pre-
siding elder $25. bishops $1, raised for missions $11.

Bakersfield was #n appointment this vear with A. J. Han-
son in charge. In 1875, J. B. Green. With this appointment
it went out of our conference.

Wilbur and Bartlett Springs are about twelve miles apart.
in the Coast range of mountains, west of Colusa. J. Green
was the appointee this vear. Mr. Wilbur was a Methodist.
The region is sparsely settled, and no one followed Mr. Green.
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bara, with P. Y. Cool in charge. There were 160 pastoral ap-
pointments.

Delegates were elected at this time to the General Con-
ference of 1876. The conference delegation stood as follows:
George Clifford, H. C. Benson and W. S. Turner. The re-
serves were Wesley Dennett and H. B. Heacock. Dr. Den-
nett went in place of the chairman of the delegation, who was
detained at home by sickness in his family. The laymen met
and elected Annis Merrill and E. B. Bateman. Dr. Bateman
was a physician, formerly of Stockton, but afterward on the
reservation at Round Valley, a position he held at the time of
his appointment. J. W. Hinds and Peter Bohl were reserve
delegates. Mr. Hinds was a banker, who afterward became
a local preacher, supplying charges in several places. Mr.
Dohl is mentioned elsewhere. He went in place of Mr. Mer-
rill. The laymen endorsed the Indian policy of Gen. Grant,
and all efforts to Christianize the Chinese, recommended a
miission of our Church to Canton, China, asked for lay repre-
sentation in the annual conference, the legal recognition of
women as local preachers, and a law excluding all ministers
who use tobacco from membership in an annual conference.
This conference is noted as that which received the largest
number of iransfers of any other in our history. It will be
observed, however, that the men sent have, for the most
part, done excellent work. Besides, among them were a few
of the most brilliant men we have ever had. Here is the list:
M. C. Briggs, from the Rock River Conference, F. P. Tower
from the New York East, Thomas Guard from the Baltimore,
C. C. Stratton from the Rocky Mountain, L. M. Hancock
from the South Kansas, E. A. Ludwick from the Erie, C. H.
Kenney from the New England, J. B. Green from the South
Indiana, C. G. Milnes from the Colorado, L. T. Woodward
from the Oregon, T. F. Harts from the Kansas, J. L.. Mann
from the Holston, S. F. Woodcock from the South East In-
diana, Aquila Holbrook from the North Ohio, John Coyle
from the Newark, J. W. Hawley from the South Kansas, J. N.
Pardee from the Wyoming, ]J. B. Maxfield from the Nebraska,
John E. Day from the Kansas, R. L. Harford from the Kan-
sas, and J. M. Park from the Holston. To these we may add,
T. B. Palmer and Thomas Dart, admitted on certificate of lo-
cation, and W. ]. Sheehan, admitted on credentials from the
Canada Weslevan Conference.

Dr. Briggs returned to his old field of labor after an ab-
sence of five vears, two of which were spent in Cincinnati,
and three in Evanston, Illinois. F. . Tower was a graduate
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after his coming. He asked for a vacant place in the San
Francisco mint, and was appointed. He died several years
ago. A man of beautiful spirit.

S. F. Harts, C. H. Kenney, J. B. Green, S. F. Woodcock
and J. W. Hawley were appointed to the Southern Conference.

C. G. Milnes has been a very useful minister among us.
The only ‘item of information we have of him is that con-
tained in the minutes, from which we learn that he joined the
Iowa Conference in 1857, and that he came from the Colorado
Conference here.

L. T. Woodward came in poor health, and did not long live
to prosecute his work. He died November 19, 1875.

Jonathan L. Mann was born in North Carolina February
19. 1839. He was a tall, slender man, of unhealthy appearance,
and it is hard to realize that at the age of nineteen he weighed
162 pounds, and could split as many rails in a day as Abraham
Lincoln when in his prime. He was converted at the age of
fifteen, and joined the Holston Conference when twenty-one.
This was near the opening of the war. Being intensely loval
to the old flag, and all it represented, he had some stirring
experiences. In a hot-bed of Southern secessionists, he re-
fused to pray for Jefferson Davis and the Southern Confed-
eracy, though again and again threatened if de did not. At
last he found that he had not a moment to lose if he would
save his life. With a few things thrown over his shoulders,
he started in the night for a place of safety. A price was set
upon his head, as he soon found from the newspapers that
casually fell into his hands. He depended upon the kindness
of the negroes, in whose quarters he rested during the day, to
feed and hide him, and this they did, until he reached the Un-
ion army in Virginia. Staying with an old friend, himself a
Union man, for a few days to rest, he was awakened one morn-
ing by the sound of artillery to the south of him. Justly in-
ferring that he was then within the Union lines, he aroused his
friend, and together they ran to the nearest village, a distance
of about two miles and a half. As they entered it on one side,
a squad of Union soldiers entered it on the other. Said he to
the writer, when telling this story: “You think you love the
old flag, but vou don't know anvthing about it. I ran to it,
1 caught its folds in my arms, I wet it with my tears, nor did [
care who saw me, nor what theyv thought of me.” He at once
enlisted as a private, but soon after was appointed chaplain, in
which relation he continued until the end of the war. The
regiment with which he was connected was that of Col.
Brownlow, son of the famous parson. The war over, he re-
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elder and preacher. The writer has not been favored with any
information concerning his early life, else he would gladly give

1. N. Pardee and J. B. Maxfield never came, or if they
came they did not stay. Their names are not found in future
rolis of the conference.

John E. Day was a deacon when transferred, and was
never ordained elder. He remained three years in the pastor-
ate of the church in Yreka, then took a supernumerary rela-
tion, still residing in Yreka. He continued supernumerary
until 1882, when he was expelled from the ministry of the
church. :

Jacob M. Park remained on the list of members until
1882, when he was transferred to the Upper Iowa Confer-
etice. He died in Loos Angeles, Januvary 15, 1893. He was a
rative of New York, left an orphan at an early age, educated
at Cazenovia and Lima, joined the Black River Conference in
1845. belonged successively to the Philadelphia, Jowa, East
Genesee and Holston Conferences, before coming to Califor-
nia. He was made supernumerary in our Conference in 1878
and soon after, if not before, removed to Iowa. He lost his
eyesight and suffered untold afflictions of the body besides.
Yet he fought his way to the age of seventy-five years in
spite of it all.

F. M. Dart was admitted on his certificate of location.
His name zppears in connection with but one appointment.
What became of him is as uncertain as whence he came.

Thomas B. Palmer was born in Delaware County, New
York. August 19, 1843. He was converted at the age of
tweive vears. He resided for a time in Wisconsin; then set-
tlel in Kansas. For three vears he served his country in the
army. In 1868 he joined the Kansas Conference. His health
failing, he located in 1875 and came to California. He took
a supernumerary relation in 1884 and moved to the southern
part of the State. Here he did good work according to his
strength, planting at least one new charge. In 1892 he re-
turned. was made effective, and is still doing good work.

W. |. Sheehan wrs received on his credentials from the
Weslevan Church in Canada. He was a native of England,
but no doubt of Irish blood. He was raised a Roman Catho-
lic. but converted among the Bible Christians, which Church
he joined, and of which he became a minister. He came to
Calitornia in 1874, and supplied Columbia and Sonora that
vear. He lost his life trying to cross Dutte Creek in Febru-
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and successfully in the work. His abilities have received rec-
ognition on the other side of the mountains. He received the
degree of Ph.D. from the Illinois Wegleyan University in
1890, and D.D. from his Alma Mater inf1879.

Edward C. Arnold did not long remain in our conference.
The writer is under the impression that in 1876 he was trans-
ferred to the Nevada Conference, where he was, in due time,
received into full connection, but in a year or two afterward
took a location. He is now a local deacon residing at
Berkeley.

Elias Jacka w:s received into full connection in 1877. He
was an Englishman by birth, probably from Cornwall. He
located in 1883, and soon afterward became a Presbyterian
minister. :

There are four new names appearing in the list of ap-
pointments to the southern part of the State. They are
Julian, Santa Monica, Santa Ana and Muscle Slough. The
reports of these charges were made to the Southern Confer-
ence the next year, and for this reason, as well as the fact that
no information has been given of them, we shall not consider
tliem further.

South San Francisco had a separate existence, this vear
with P. G. Buchanan in charge. This has been a hard field.
For the most of its history it has been an appendage of Ken-
tucky Street, or merely a mission Sunday-school. In 1889
it was called Fifteenth Avenue, with W. Carver in charge. In
1891 it was supplied by Arthur Anderson, a local preacher in
business nearby, who enjoys the utmost confidence of his as-
sociates. He remained until 1895, when E. M. Hill was ap-
puinted. In 1896, G. R. Stanley. In 1897, H. Pearce. Mem-
bers, 27 probationers, 4; one local preacher; 80 scholars in
Sunday-school; one church, valued at $4,000; paid pastor
$320; presiding elder, $15; bishops, $2; raised for missions,
Si2.

The history of West Oakland must preceed the time of
which we are now writing by two years and more. In 1873,
when the writer was appointed pastor of Qakland, there was
a small mission Sunday-school held in a hall on Seventh
street, opposite where the local trains stopped for the last time
Lefore reaching the boat. The use of the hall was donated,
and a few of our members conducted the school.  Some
months later they were informed that they would have to pay
rent, and this they were unable to do. Hence the hall was
abandoned. About that time a man erected a wind-mill and
a water-tank a little ways north and west of the hall already
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somewhere about the beginning of 18go. A debt of $3,500
was left on the property. In 1892, C. V. Anthony. In the
middle of his second year he was removed to Sixth Street
Church, Sacramento, and G. W. Beatty was appointed in his
place. In 1897, A. H. Needham. Members, 140; probation-
ers, 20; Sunday-school scholars, 350; one church, valued at
$14.000; one parsonage, valued at $1,000; paid pastor, $1,000;
presiding elder, $60; bishops, $12; raised for missions, $8o.

This year we find Mayfield a charge, with S.. C. Elliott
pastor. It had been an appointment on the Sin Mateo Circuit
in 1871. For most of the time it was a part of the Redwood
charge until 1888. P. G. Buchanan was instrumental in build-
ing a church in Mayfield in 1873. That fall, under the pastoral
care of T. B. Hopkins, the first member was received into the
Church. This was Mrs. Liydia Myrick, a native of Elizabeth,
New Jersey. Her hushand was a pioneer, from Nantucket.
Though he was not a member of the Church, he was a warm
friend and supporter of it. Mrs. Myrick died in 1893. Since
1886, and for two or three vears at different times previously,
Muayfield has been a charge by itself. In 1886 and in 1887 it
wis supplied by W. P. Williams. In 1888 and in 1889 it was
supplied by J. R. Watson. In 1891, W. W. Thoburn. In
1802 it was Palo Alto and Mayfield, with M. H. Alexander in
charge. In 1893 it was again alone, supplied by James Fur-
guson. In 1897, W. B. Priddy. Members, 11; scholars in
Sunday-school, 45; one church, valued at $2,000; one par-
sonage, valued at $500; paid pastor, $372; presiding elder,
$15: raised for missions, $3.

A Scandinavian mission was inaugurated this year, though
lefr to be supplied. Before the vear expired E. Shogren ar-
rived and took charge. He reported 131 communicants in
1877. We have not the necessary data to follow out the his-
tcry of this mission in detail. The men connected with its
pastoral charge will be noticed in the order of their arrival.
Ir 1883 the Norwegians and Danes were made into a sep-
arate mission. The only field occupied at first was Oak-
land. In 1802z there was a Swedish District formed, which has
continued until now. The same vear the Norwegian and
Danish work was put into the Northwest Norwegian Con-
ference. In 1897 there were eight appointments on the Swed-
ish District, severally in the following places: Escondido,
Kimngsburg, Los Angeles, Oakland, Paso Robles and Fresno,
Redwood City and San Jose, Sacramento and circuit, and San
Francisco. The reports from all these give 354 members, 35
pirobationers, 8 local preachers, 296 scholars in Sunday-school,






CHAPTER XXXI.

1876.

The Twenty-Fourth Conference.

This conference was the first in twenty-one years at which
the writer was not present. Shortly after it met he was “out
on the ocean sailing” to Portland, Or., where he had been
already appointed. It met in Stockton, September 13th, Bish-
op Harris presiding. H. B. Heacock was secretary. The
members of the conference in the southern part of the State
met afterward and organized the Southern California Confer-
ence. This fact must be borne in mind in considering the
membership both of the conference and the Church at large.

Statistics. The conference roll contained 123 names at the
close of the session, and 11 probationers. Members 7,640,
probationers 1,675, local preachers 103, Sunday-schools 147,
officers and teachers 1,533, scholars 11,882, churches 185,prob-
able value $688,500, parsonages 71, probable value $88,105,
raised for missions $2.964.

This year Marysville District was added to the Sacramento,
and all reference to the southern part of the State was cut off.
There were 123 pastoral charges.

The following transfers were made: C. Millard, George E.
Kendall, E. Shogren, R. Bentley, S. H. Todd, and B. E.
Fagell. The admission of G. W. Beatty on certificate of loca-
tion also occurred at this time. Dr. Bentley returned from a
two vears' pastorate in Taylor Street Church, Portland, and
nceds no further attention in this place. C. Millard was an
unicrtunate addition to our conference. He was expelled at
the end of the vear. George E. Kendall came to us from the
Northwest Iowa Conference, and was transferred to the Des
Moines Conference the next year. S. H. Todd was a transfer
from the Oregon Conference. He remained in the work until
1881, when he was transferred back to the same conference.
B. L. Edgell was from the Pittshurg Conference, which body
he joined in 1865. He was made supernumerary in 1877, and
in 1878 he was transferred to the East Ohio Conference.

(362)






364 FIFTY YEARS OF METHODISM.

ifornia, and supplied a work one year before he joined. “Asa
faithful minister of the gospel, he was honored by the church-
es he served, and by the communities in which he lived.” This
is the record the conference made of him when he had gone to
his reward. In July, 1894, he was stricken with paralysis.
All efforts at permanent recovery proved in vain. He be-
came almost as helpless as a child. His faithful wife minister-
ed to him with the closest vigilance. The peaceful, triumphant
end came on the 15th of April, 18¢97. He died in Loos Angeles,
but was buried in San Jose. ‘

Samuel A. Redding was born in Crawford County, Ohio,
and at the age of nineteen he enlisted in the Union army, doing
two years of faithful service, mainly in the clerical department.
He was then honorably discharged and entered Hilsdale Col-
lege. Here he spent five years, when his health failing, he
sought relief, first in Minnesota, then in Nevada. He was
ordained deacon by local preacher’s rule, in Carson City
before coming to California. His health improved, but
was never fully restored. He struggled on, toiling
when he ought to rest, but fell at last at his post
of duty. He was received into full connection in 1878, and
died in Scott Valley March 28, 1883. He married Miss Dora
C. Copp in 1870.

Peach Tree Circuit, on the San Francisco District, lived
two years under the labors of E. Smith, who then reported 8
members, a salary of $250, $1.50 raised for bishops, and $1
for missions. It was then taken from the list of appointments.

Davisville and Plainfield was supplied this year by J. J.
Harris. He made no other report than one dollar raised for
Church Extension—a very suggestive collection. D. S. Stew-
art supplied it in 1877. He remained two years without mak-
ing any report, and then the place was dropped from the list
of appointments.

Occidental was made a separate charge this year. D. E.
George was pastor as a supply. He reported 42 communi-
cants, 60 scholars in Sunday-school, one church valued at
$1.200. one parsonage valued at $200. In 1877, A. R. Sheriff.
After this no mention is made of it until 1885, when it was an
appendage of the Green Valley Circuit. In 1886 it was alone
with G. R. Stanley in charge. Tn 1888 it was supplied bv H.
C. Langley. Tn 1889 it was again an appendage of Green
Vallev. Tn 180 it was called Occidental Circuit, with W. A.
Johns in charge. The word ”circuit” was left off the next
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year, Johns being still in charge. In 1893, C. E. Rich. In
1894, F. R. Walton. In 1895, E. A. Wible. In 1897, E. L..
Thompson. Members 58, probationers 6, two Sunday-schools,
having together 100 scholars, one church valued at $1,800, one-
.parsonage valued at $600, paid pastor $493, presiding elder-
$30, bishops $2, raised for missions $8.



CHAPTER XXXII.

1877.

The Twenty-Fifth Conference.

This conference met in First Church, Oakland, on the 12th
of September, and adjourned on the 18th. Bishop Bowman
presided, and H. B. Heacock was secretary. It had been a
dry year, and complaints came up from all the presiding elders
of financial difficulties, and consequent hardships. Still it had
been a year of reasonable prosperity in the growth of the
Church. Perhaps hardships made it easy to find fault with
each other, at least there were no less than eight cases of min-
isterial delinquencies, or of supposed delinquencies, referred to
committees. One was expelled, two reprimanded by the
Bishop, two or three censured, and one suspended for a year.
Michael A. Starr, R. M. Kirkland, and Cassius H. Darling
were elected and ordained deacons under local preacher’s
rule.

Statistics —There were 124 names on the roll of the con-
ference at the close of the session, and 12 probationers. The
Church at large reported 8,088 members, 1,761 probationers,
110.local preachers, 167 Sunday-schools, 1,736 officers and
teachers. 12,965 scholars, and 340 conversions in the schools.
Churches 113, probable value $734,200, parsonages 82, valued
at $84.600, collected for Conference Claimants $903, for mis-
sions, from churches. $1.544.85. from Sunday-schools $540.80,
for Woman’s Missionary Society $318.70, for Bible Society
$507.90. for Church Extension $700.60, for Tract Society $202.
for Sunday-school Union $196, for Freedmen’s Aid Society
$241.40. for Education $208.45. The amount appropriated to
the conference for missionary purposes was $3,500 for the
English work. $8.500 for the Chinese, $1.000 for the Scan-
dinavian. and $1.500 for the German.

The boundaries of Stockton District were this yvear en-
larged by the addition of the region about Oakland. previously
in that of San TFrancisco. S. H. Rhoads was appointed to the
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and one full of interest, that secured his conscious acceptance
with God ; but it came, and with it a call to preach the gospel
that had saved him.

George H. McCracken was received into full connection in
due time, and continued in the work until 1882, when he took
a supernumerary relation, and went to Illinois, where he re-
sided some years. He subsequently went to Drew Theological
School, and then returned and entered the work here. After
three years, in 1891, he was again made supernumerary, and
in 1898 he located.

Jared J. Harris was received into full connection in 1879,
and in 1882 was expelled.

George G. Walter had been as regularly at work for a doz-
en years as though he had been a member of conference. He
is a man of great modesty, and yet of great efficiency. Once
at a camp-meeting his diffidence so overcame him that he was
unable to say one more word after he had announced his text.
Turning to the presiding elder he said, “If a sermon is
preached this afternoon you will have to preach it.” Taking
his hat he walked off the grounds with rapid strides. Later
in the evening the writer found him looking after the preach-
ers’ horses. He quietly said, “If I cannot preach I can take
care of the preachers’ horses.” Yet he had no need to be
ashamed of his sermons, for they were never poor. He be-
longed to a religious family, and was the last member of it
to seek the salvation of his soul. Being sick, and near to
death, he was exhorted to pray and make his peace with God.
He said, “No, not now ; I will not insult God by offering my-
self to him just as I am going to die. If He will spare my
life, I will pray.” He recovered, and began at once a religious
life.

Of William M. Woodward the writer has received no in-
formation. He is a cousin of Theophilus, and graduated from
the University of the Pacific at the same time. He has been
filling responsible pcsitions since, and is still at work.

William . Hughes dropped out of the probationary rela-
tion in 1878.

James F. Holmes was discontinued at his own request in
1878, but was re-admitted in 1880, received into full connec-
tion. but in 1884, while pastor of our Church in Salinas, he
joined the Protestant piscopal Church. and became a minis-
ter in that body.

Edward F. Dinsmore was discontinued at his own request
in 1778.
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communicants, and the next year W. Hulbert was in charge.
In 1880, and the year following, it was left to be supplied. In
1882 it was simply Berkeley, and was supplied by G. D. Pin-
neo. He confined his labors to West Berkeley, where he
preached in the Presbyterian Church. In 1883, G. S. Holmes.
A building was now purchased and fitted up for a church,
probably the same now in use. In 1884, W. D. Crabb.
Preaching was now regularly bestowed on Berkeley proper.
The building used was the Odd Fellows’ Hall. Services every
Sabbath morning, followed by a Sunday-school, of which
Chauncey Gaines, our principal supporter, was superintend-
ent. Under his careful oversight, and aided largely by his
liberality, the lot now in use was purchased. A church was
erected thereon during Mr. Crabb’s pastorate, but though
used, was not finished. In 1887, S. J. Carroll. West Berkeley
was now made a separate charge. In 1888, A. H. Needham.
In 1889 it was called Trinity Church, and T. H. Woodward
was its pastor. In 1892, R. Bentley. If the writer is not mis-
taken it was under Dr. Bentley's pastorate that the church was
entirely finished. In 1897, J. Coyle. Members 257, proba-
tioners 13, local preachers 3, scholars in Sunday-school 176,
one church valued at $11,500, one parsonage valued at $3.-
500. paid pastor $1.600, presiding elder $100, bishops $28,
raised for missions $183.

West Berkeley, as we have seen, was made a separate
charge in 1887. J. A. Bruner was its first pastor in this form.
He reported at the end of his first year, 41 communicants, and
a church valued at $1,200. In 18go, G. R. Stanley. In 1891
it was supplied by J. B. Rutter. In 1892, G. H. Jones. In
1893, H. L. Gregory. In 1894, A. M. Bailey. In 1895, H.
Pearce. In 1896 it was coupled with Shattuck Avenue Church,
Pezrce still in charge. In 1897 it was alone with A. M. Bailey
in charge. In estimating its strength, we shall take the figures
of 1846. Members 27, probationers 23, one local preacher,
50 scholars in Sunday-school, church valued at $1,200, paid
pastor $283, presiding elder $2. raised for missions $5.

Middletown is in the Clear Lake country. It had been a
point of importance on the Clear Iake Circuit for some vears
before it became the head of the circuit. Mr. Cummins, who
supplied it, reported 67 communicants, and two churches of
aggregate value of S1,200. In 1879 the name Clear Lake was
dropped from the title of the charge, and R. W. Williamson
was pastor.  In 1882 it was left to be supplied. In 1883 it was
Clezr Take and Middletown, with L. W. Simmons in charge.






CHAPTER XXXIII.
1878.

The Twenty-Sixth Conference.

It met in Napa September 25th, and adjourned the 3oth.
Jishop Andrews presided, and H. B. Heacock was secretary.
A strange providence occurred to the Bishop. He had held
the Oregon and Columbia River Conference previously, and
failed to reach Portland in time for the last steamer that could
take him to California in time for conference. That meant a
long, tedious journey overland, about two hundred miles of it
by stage. Even then he could not reach the seat of conference
before the second or third day of the session. The writer was
on that steamer that should have taken the Bishop. It left the
wharf in Portland at five o’clock in the morning, but when
about two miles down the river it went on a mud bar and
stuck fast. All-efforts to go on failed. All day we lay in full
sight of Portland waiting for a few inches of tide water that it
was hoped would secure our release. Near sundown the
steamer from up the Columbia passed us. Perhaps the Bishop
is on board, for he comes that way. O, if he could only stop!
But he will be too late if he goes to the landing and returns.
for already the river steamer that has come down to help us
is passing her huge hawser aboard. But we don’t go. The
steamer pulls, and our craft screws, they do it with their might,
until the water is thick with mud and foam, but to human
view she has not moved an inch. An hour has passed, and we
are still there. In the gloaming we see a boat approaching:
perhaps the Bishop is in it! He is! It is along side, and the
Bishop's grip is being hauled up. while a long ladder is being
lowered to take him on board. He reaches up, gets hold of
the ropes, his feet are fairly on the lowest step, when we are
moving : we start so suddenly that the Bishop was near being
thrown from the ladder which had slid two or three feet along
the side of the steamer. When the Bishop stands on the deck
of the ship, we are going down the Willamette at the rate of
ten knots an hour! And so it was thzt the Bishop had a good
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Juan. It was named as a part of that charge until 1886, when
it was left off the name of the appointment, though probably
‘still a part of the work. In 1896 North Bloomfield was an
appointment again supplied by John Tamblyn. He reported
in 1897, 21 members, 1 probationer, 1 local preacher, 10§
‘scholars in Sunday-school, one church valued at $500, paid
‘pastor $372, presiding elder $30, bishops $2, raised for mis-
sions $20. In 1897 John Williams was appointed to North
Bloomfield.

Williams was made a charge in 1878. No supply was
secured for it, and the next year it was again an appendage of
-Central Plains. Lewis H. Anthony was superintendent of a
Sunday-school in this place several years before he was a
member of the Church, though his wife, formerly Miss Saun-
ders of Lompoc, was a Methodist. In 1880 Williams was
again named, but only to be supplied. In 1881, W. F. War-
ren. In 1884 it was supplied by S. Pruden. In 1885 it was
Colusa and Williams, with G. G. Walter in charge. In 1886
it was not named. In 1888 it was left to be supplied. So also
in 1889. In 18go it was supplied by W. C. Dailey. In 1891,
T. R. Bartley. In 1892, D. F. Kuffell. The second year of
his pastorate was marked by a revival that increased the mem-
bership. In 1894 it was Williams and Dunnegan, with W. E.
Miller in charge. In 1895 it was alone with G. M. Richmond
in charge. In 1896 it was alone with H. W. Baker in charge.
His pastorate closes our period. Members 40, probationers 11,
one local preacher, one church valued at $2,000, one parsonage
valued at $500, paid pastor $500, presiding elder $42, bishops

“$2, raised for missions $15.

Jirneyvville and Adamsville was a charge this year, sup-
plied by P. Peterson. Of Adamsville the writer knows noth-
ing. Birneyville was a ferry on the Stanislaus River, about
twelve miles below Oakdale. In the eighties we owned a
church here in partnership with the United Brethren. In
1881 it was Birneyville and Oakdale, with W. D. Crabb in
charge. After this year Oakdale was the leading appointment,
though they were together, until 1897, when Birneyville and
Westport were together with G. W. Beattie in charge.

Point Petrolia, or Petrolia as it is elsewhere given, is in
the Humboldt region. A class was organized here by James
Jeffries about 1858. *‘In 1881 or 1882, R. Rhodda built a small
parsonage on a lot presented by the late Wesley Gill.” It has
not heen a continuous separate charge, nor often named in
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connection with other points, but services have been held and
a small Church kept in working order. '

Garberville is another point belonging to the old Eel River
Circuit. Like Petrolia, it was left to be supplied in 1878. In
1879 it was with Petrolia and supplied by S. Thomas. In 1880. -
it was not named. In 1882 it was an appendage of Blocks-
burg, a place seen several times among the appointments.
These two, in this order, continued together until 1884, when
both were dropped. Garberville again appeared, but only to
be supplied. In 1889 it was Garberville and Phillipsville, withx
F. R. Walton in charge. This is its last appearance.



CHAPTER XXXIV.

1879.

The Twenty-Seventh Conference.

The conference of 1879 met in San Jose September 17th
and adjourned on the 22d. Bishop Gilbert Haven presided,
and H. B. Heacock was secretary. An incident of this ses-
sion was the arrangement for a reception given it by Gen.
Grant. It occurred the day after the conference adjourned.
and took place in the large parlors of the Palace Hotel in
San Francisco. Bishop Haven introduced the ministers and
their wives to Gen. and Mrs. Grant, by whom they were
cordially received and granted a warm handshake.

This was the vear for electing delegates to the General
Conierence.  On the second ballot, H. B. Heacock, C. H.
Afflerbach. and C. C. Stratton were chosen. The two receiv-
ing the highest number of votes, aside from those elected, were
declared reserves. They were T. H. Sinex and G.- Clifford.
The regularly elected delegates all went.

The lay electoral conference met onFriday,andorganized by
making D. Tuthill president, P. Bohl and J. R. Crandall vice-
presidents, William Abbott and F. A. Pedlar secretaries. Their
delegates were Joseph Lamdin of Napa and David Tuthill of
Santa Cruz. Alternates. J. W. Whiting of San Francisco and
George Dramall of Haywards. The lay conference, by suitable
resolutions, endorsed the American Bible Society, the election
of women to the lay electoral conferences, rejoiced at the
presence of a Chinese delegate from San Francisco, and an
Indian delegate from Round Valley, condemned the use of to-
bacco, endorsed the temperance reform, urged greater care on
the Sabbath question, expressed concern at the neglect of the
class-meeting, endorsed the .Adwocate and Depository, and
finally asked for a high standard of excellence on the part of
those appointed to the office of presiding elder.

Statistics—Members of conference 130, probationers four.
Church members 8,293, probationers 759. local preachers 116,

" Sunday-schools 172, officers and teachers 1,579, scholars 13.-
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_joined the New York East Conference, where he is now doing
excellent work. _ :

J. W. Kuykendall was also re-admitted on his certificate
-of location from the Oregon Conference. He joined that body
in 1867. He has done faithful work here.

Two were admitted on trial. Theodore R. Bartley, if the
writer mistakes not, is a native of England. No facts have
‘been given concerning him. His usefulness has been much
diminished by ill health.

W. D. Crabb is a graduate of the Ohio Wesleyan Univer-
sity, and followed the profession of a teacher for several vears
"before entering the ministry. Up to the close of our historical
period he did excellent work in the pastorate and as principal
of the Preparatory Department of the University.

Only four new names appear at the head of charges in
the appointments of this year. - New Almaden had for several
years been an appendage of Los Gatos. The writer preached
“the dedicatory sermon of a new church in this place., March
28, 1875. That church afterward was blown down in a furious
‘gale. Another took its place. and that was burned. Still
another and better one was built, and that is the one now in
use. G. W. Beatty was the first pastor of this church when a
station. In 1881, J. H. Wythe, Jr. In 1882, C. G. Milnes. In
1883, J. S. Fisher. In 1884, it was left to be supplied. In
1885, F. M. Willis. In 1886, J. L. Trefren. In 1888, H. C.
Benson. In 18go, J. W. Bryvant. In 1892, J. R. Wolfe. In
1895, W. J. Peters. His pastorate extended beyond our period.
Members 105, probationers 18, one local preacher, scholars in
"Sunday-school 200, one church valued at $3,000, one parson-
age valued at $1.000, paid pastor $1,200, presiding elder $55.
bishops $10, raized for missions $50.

When \W. D. Crabb was teaching school in San Ramon,
being a local preacher, he held services on Sunday in the
school house. An interest was awakened, a revival followed.
a Church was formed, and it was placed with Pleasanton as a
charge. In 1879 it was at the head of the appointment, and
Crabh, now being a probationer in the conference, was placed
in charge. In 1881, P. G. Buchanan. In 1882, J. H. Bacon.
Tn 1884, W. T. Mavne. In 1886, J. L. Burchard. In 1887,
R. Taylor. A church was built during his pastorate. In 1889,
W. P. Grant. In 18go. T. W. Lincoln. In 1892, C. McKel-
vev. In 1893, W. T. Curnow. In 1804 it was an appendage
of Pleasanton, and it so remained until after the close of our
‘period.
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Ceres is a station on the Southern Pacific Railroad, a few

miles south of Modesto. It was a temperance colony. In the:
eighties we held services in the Baptist Church on Sunday
evenings, and at Westport, seven miles away, in the morning.
We had a parsonage in Ceres, and a few members. At West-
port we had a church among a farming community, most of’
whom were English. In 1880 A. R. Sheriff reported 78 com-
municants, three Sunday-schools with 140 scholars in all. In
- 1880, T. B. Palmer. During his pastorate the church now in-
use at Westport was built and dedicated by Dr. Jewell. In-
1881, W. C. Curry. In 1884, J. H. Jones. In 1887, D. W.
Calfee. A church enterprise at Turlock was begun under the-
pastorate of Mr. Jones, but, if the writer is not mistaken, it.
was not completed until after the appointment of Mr. Calfee..
In 1889, F. L. Tuttle. He did not go, or did not stay, for L..
Fellers reported the charge the next year and then was re-
appointed. In 1891, T. Leak. In 1893, J. Appleton. In 18gs,.
J. S. Smith. From 1887 to this time the charge was called
Turlock. In 1896 it was dropped off the list, but was probably
represented by Modesto Circuit. Even that disappeared from
the list of appointments in 1897. Westport at that time was.
placed with Burneyville.
- A charge called Millville appeared in the list of 1879, with
T. R. Bartley pastor.. In 1880 it was an appendage of Red-
ding, Bartley being still in charge. It was not again men-
tioned until 1887, when it was supplied by C.. F. Withrow.
In 188a it was supplied by H. A. Parrott. In 18go it was not
in the list. '



CHAPTER XXXV,
1880.
The Twenty-Eighth Conference.

This was held in Petaluma, beginning September 15th and
‘closing the 2oth. Bishop Wiley presided. W. S. Urmy was
-elected secretary. A committee consisting of the presiding
elders of San Francisco and Stockton Districts, with O. Gib-
son, J. R. Sims, J. Widney, and J. W. Hinds, was appointed
“to consider the advisability of building an Episcopal residence
for Bishop E. O. Haven, who was to live in San Francisco.
Subsequently the names of Charles Goodall, J. W. Campbell
and E. W. Playter were added to the committee. As Bishop
Haven preferred living quietly in rooms rented for the pur-
‘pose, nothing was ever done by the committee.

Statistics—Members of conference 127, probationers 7.
members of the Church 7,824, probationers 768, local preach-
‘ers 85, Sunday-schools 169, officers and teachers 1,677, schol-
ars 12,031, conversions in the schools 231, churches 120, prob-
able value $566.480, pzrsonages go, probable value $80.650.
‘raised for Conference Claimants $1,005.40, for missions, from
churches $1.5¢2.18, from Sundav-schools $433.69, Women's
Missionary Society $303.85. for Church Extension $469.13.
for Tract Society, $86.08, for Sunday-school Union $181.05.
for Freedmen™s Aid $131.25, for Education $114.20, for Amer-
ican Bible Society $300.70. The General Missionary Commit-
‘tee appropriated to the conference $3,000 for Eiglish work,
$2.100 for German, $11,6co for Chinese, $1,250 for the Scan-
dinavian, and $go00 for the Indian.

The stutistics show a decrease of 469 members. This may
be partly accounted for by the practice then required of re-
porting only members who were known to be such at the
time. Dut as the item, "Removed without certificate,” con-
tained only 18y names, there must have heen 280 real de-
crease. It was a hard vear in financial matters, though better
‘than the vear before.

The Humboldt District w-s made a part of the Petaluma.
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and fitted up neatly; the writer preached the re-opening ser-
mon, and Mr. Beatty was certainly the pastor then. In 1881
it was called Twenty-seventh street, and Beatty was re-ap-
pointed. In 1884, S. Jones. In 1886, E. P. Dennett. In 1888,
A. J. Nelson. During this year the church was moved again,
this time to a much better location, fitted up and enlarged
and called Epworth Church. In 18go, A. H. Briggs. In
1893, R. E. Wenk. In 1894, F. K. Baker. In 1897, W. M.
Woodward. Members 125, probationers 29, Sunday-school
scholars 250, a church valued at $7,000, paid pastor $1,050,
presiding elder $65. bishops $5, raised for missions $30.

A Sacramento city mission appeared this year with S. C.
Elliott in charge. He reported 24 communicants and a par-
sonage valued at $400. It did not appear in that form again,
but in 1881 there was a Sacramento Circuit with G. R. Stan-
lev in charge. In 1883, E. Smith. In 1884 it was left off the
list: probably Florin was the outgrowth of the charge.

Roseville had been seen as an appendage of other circuits
before this time, but now it appeared as Roseville and New-
castle, supplied by H. L. Gregory. In 1882 Newcastle was
dropped from the name, though probably a part of the charge.
This vear Mr. Gregory erected two houses of worship, valued
together at $3,300. In 1883 it was Roseville and Sheridan,
with G. R. Stanley in charge. In 1884, W. A. Johns. In 1886.
it was Roseville alone in name. In 1887, W. J. Peters. In
1889 it was Roseville and Penryn, Peters still in charge. In
18¢0 it was supplied by S. E. Crowe. In 1891 it was alone,
supplied by L. B. Hinman. In 1892, T. B. Palmer. In 1893,
C. F. Withrow. In 1894, J. H. Van Vliet. In 1895, it was
Roseville and Rocklin, with W. C. Robins in charge. In 1896,
J. R. Watson. In 1897, H. B. Sheldon. Members 54. proba-
tioners 5, one local preacher, 60 scholars in Sunday-school,
two churches valued at $3,500, one parsonage valued at $600,
paid pastor $510, presiding elder $36, bishops $3, raised for
missions $13.

Orland and Newville w>s a charge with A. R. Sheriff, pas-
tor. In 1881 Orland was alone in name, and supplied by ]J.
. Hartsough. For the next two years it was left to be sup-
plied. In 1884, H. J. Bland. In 1885. it was supplied by J.
Pruden. In 1887 it was supplied by C. F. McNeill. In
1889, . E. Wright. In 1891 it was supplied by
C. F. Withrow. In 18y2 Tehama was added, Withrow
still in charge. In 1893 it was named alone, and .
Cobb supplied it. In 1894 it wes supplied by W. S. Withrow.
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In 1895 it was supplied by J. E. Ray. His pastorate closes
our period. Members 70, probationers 4, scholars in Sunday-
school 144, two churches valued at $3,300, one parsonage val-
‘ued at $300, paid pastor $637, presiding elder $60, bishops $4,
raised for missions $30.

Redding and Millville this year appear, with T. R. Bartley |
in charge. He remained two years, though Redding alone
was named in 1881. In 1882 it was supplied by R. B. Scho-
field. In 1883 it was supplied by J. G. Cooper. In 1885 it
was supplied by J. B. Hartsough. In 1887, J. T. Murrish. In
1889, J. J. Martin. In 1892, J. Young. In 18¢4, C. F. With-
row. In 1895, J. E. Wright. He was reappointed in 1897.
‘Members, 58; one probationer ; 125 scholars in Sunday-school ;
a church, valued at $2,750; a parsonage, valued at $650; paid
‘pastor, $726; presiding elder, $30; bishops $2: raised for
‘missions, $10.

Stewart’s Point, supplied by L. W. Simmons, reported
.39 communicants, but no church property. In 1881 it was
left to be supplied, and so remained for two years, when it was
-dropped from the roll.

Madison in Yolo County first appeared this vear as a sep--
arate charge, though it had a very interesting history for sev-
-eral years before. C. R. Nugent, its first pastor, reported in
1881, 21 communicants, 30 Sunday-school scholars and a
church valued at $1,500. In 1882, P. G. Buchanan. In 1883,
H. H. Slavens. In 1884, and in 1885 it was left to be supplied.
In 1886 it was supplied by W. S. Bryvant. It then ceased to
‘be named as a charge.



CHAPTER XXXVI.

1881.

The Twenty-Ninth Conference.

We were again in Sacramento; it was September 7th at
the opening, and the 12th when it closed. Bishop Harris pre-
sided and W. S. Urmy was our secretary. Just at the close of
the Sacramental service an incident occurred that is worth
narrating. Lorenzo Waugh, of whom more is said elsewhere,
arose ¢nd proceeded to tell how he came to get a license for a
young man in Ohio, who was the son of a widow and a mem-
ber of tiie Presbyterian Church. The young man was called
Logan, and was rather wild, but in a revival meeting was
converted and, with his mother’s consent, united with the
Methodist Church. IL.ogan, though young, soon felt that he
wes called to pre~ch, and came to Waugh. his pastor, to con-
sult about it. A license was obtained, though not without con-
siderable opposition upon the part of the quarterly conference,
for many of that body did not have much faith in Logan.
Wzaugh closed his remarks by saying that Logan went on and
bec2me a gre~t man, and that the conference now had him for
a bishop. When he was through Bishop Harris said in sub-
stance: "I suppose this is Brother Waugh, though I have not
seen him for forty-five vears. 1 am grateful for the help he
gave me at the time he mentions, but am sure the members
that opposed my license were not lacking in sound judgment.”
He then stepped down and gave a warm handshake to his
old friend and pastor. Bishop E. O. Haven, our much-loved
resident bishop, was to have held our conference at this time,
but about two months earlier had gone to his eternal rest
while on an official visit to Portland. Complaints have been
made that bishops did not do enough. but we are sure that
this man of God did too much. He might have lived
longer had he taken his work with a less degree of anxiety
and zeal. Robert H. Barkway was made a deacon under local
preacher’s rule.

Statistics.  Members of conference, 131; probationers, 7:

(384)






386 : FIFTY YEARS OF METHODISM.’

He then enlisted in the 13th Regiment, Illinois Volunteer In-
fantrv. Being a licensed exhorter, he often preached to the
soldiers when the chaplain was absent or sick. He was in the
thickest part of the fight at the storming of Vicksburg, and
-was taken prisoner. While in the hands of the enemy the
officers of his regiment petitioned to have him appointed chap-
lain as soon as his exchange could be secured. There was no
law authorizing the bishops to ordain a man for the chap-
laincy, and not being a member of conference the accomplish-
ment of this purpose required some skill. Dr. T. M. Eddy.
then editor of the “Northwestern,” piloted him into the Con-
greg>tional Church long enough to secure ordination, when
he returned, his order was recognized and he was appointed
a Methodist chaplain. It is highly creditable to the liberality
of the Congregational Church that they did this, knowing
exactly what it meant. He then went into his old regiment
in the capacity of chaplain, continuing in the work until the
close of the war. He saw hard service, being in about fifteen
battles. But his hardest sufferings were while a prisoner.
His lovalty to his adopted country is only equalled by his
lovalty to Christ, and to the Church of his choice.

W. M. Johnson was a transfer from the Illinois Confer-
ence, being a deacon of the first class and a young man of
much promise. In 1884 he was made supernumerarv on
account of health, and in 1887 he was re-transferred to the
Illinois Conference.

Two men were received on trial — Otto Kringelbach
and Henryv H. Slavens. The first was engaged in the Scandi-
navian work, but was discontinued at the end of one year. H.
H. Slavens was received into full connection in 1883, super-
annuated in 1886, made effective in 1890, and located in 1891.
Turning to the new fields opened this year, we find Castro-
ville, with J. F. Burkholder in charge. He reported 13 com-
municants, but no Sunday-school and no church property.
In 1882 it was left to be supplied and the next year it was left
off the list.

Hayes Valley was the beginning of one of our strong
city churches. In 1871 a mission Sunday-school was formed in
a hall not far from where the St. Ignatius Church now stands.
J. M. Duffington and W. B. Holcomb were leading spirits in
this work. The school was kept up, mainly through laborers
from Centrzl Church, for ten vears. Dr. Crary, living in the
neighborlood, took a lively interest in it, and at this confer-
ence was appointed pastor. At the end of one vear he re-
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ported 32 communicants and ¢8 scholars in Sunday-school..
In 1883, J. F. Holmes. In 1884 it took the name of Simpson
Memorial Church, and F. F. Jewell became its pastor. Cap--
tain Goodall, R. McElrov and others from Howard Street
Church now took hold of the movement; a lot on the corner
of Hayes and Buchanan was purchased, and the present
edifice erected. It was dedicated in December, 1885. Sel-
dom has a church leaped so suddenly into prominence; sel-
dom 'has a church been favored with such auspicious aid in
pastors and laymen. In 1887, G. W. Izer. In 18go, A.
Canoll. In 1891, A. C. Hirst. In 1895, J. Stephens. He
w:s there until after the close of our period. Members, 250;
probationers, 12; local preachers, 3: Sundayv-school scholars,
300: a church valued at $50,000; paid pastor, $1,800; pre-
siding elder. $160; bishops, $20; raised for missions, $275.

Covelo has already been noticed in connection with our
Indizn work. It appeared this vear as a regular charge,
though left to be supplied. It reported 14 communicants and
50 scholars in Sunday-school, but no church property. For
three yvears it was left to be supplied, and it was then dropped
from the list until 1896, when it became an Indian mission.

Willetts appeared as a ciharge this vear, left to be sup-
plied. In 1883, G. Lerkin. In 1884, it was called Willetts-
ville, and was supplied by W. S. Bryant. It returned to the
name of Willetts the next year without change of pastor. In
1886 it was left to be supplied. In 1887, it was supplied by W.
S. Bryvant; perhaps he supplied it the year before. In 1888,
C. F. Coy. In 1889, it was supplied by W. E. Read. In 18go,
F. R. Walton. In 1891, it was supplied by Frank Hindson.
In 1892, it was supplied by T. R. Bartley. In 1893, F. L.
© Tuttle. In 1894 supplied by James W. Sneed. In 1896 sup-
plied by S. Frank Coons. In 1897, supplied by J. W. Pulley.
Members, 52: one probationer; one local preacher; 85 schol-
ars in Sunday-school; a church valued at $800; a parsonage
valued at $700; paid pastor, $321 : presiding elder, $26; raised
for missions, $2. .
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1882.

The Thirtieth Conference.

This conference was held in Oakland First Church, begin-
ning September 2oth and closing the 26th. Bishop Hurst
presided and Dr. Urmy was secretary. This year we received
$182 from the Book Concern for our Conference Claimants.
A vote of thanks was tendered J. M. Buffington for the inter-
est he was taking in behalf of the same object.

Statistics. Members of conference, 131; probationers, 6;
church members. 8,555; probationers, gg8; local preachers,
104 Sunday-school scholars. 159; officers and teachers, 1,679
scholars, 13,085: conversions, 361: churches, 126; probable
value, $580.700: parsonages. ¢z2: probable value, $76.900:
collected: for Conference Claimants, $1,844.15; for miissions
—from churches, $2.689.40: from Sunday-schools, $838.65:
from Woman's Missionary Society, $521.90, for Church Ex-
tension, $426.75: for Tract Society, $134.45: for Sunday-
school Union, $140.95: for Freedmen's Aid. $301.10; for Ed-
ucation, $305.50: for American Bible Society, $262.63: ap-
propriated to the conference from the Missionary Society:
$3.0c0 to the English work, $1.800 to the German, $1,500 to
the Sczndinavian, $10,087 to the Chinese, $500 to the Indian.

The only change in district work this year was the ap-
pointment of C. \'. Anthony to the Stockton District. There
were 123 pastoral charges.

Two transfers were received for the German work. J. W.
Riedemann and August Lemkau. The first came from the
ChicrgoGerninnConference, a probationer of two years’ stand-
ing. lle was received into full connection at this time. He is
still in the work, though most of his time has been given to
teaching modern languages in the Univaersity of the Pacific.
e became a charter member of the Pacific German Confer-
ence in 18g1.

August Lemkau was also a probationer of two years™ stand-
ing in the St. Louis German, and was received into full con-
(388)
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nection at this conference. He has remained, doing faithful
work among the German people

Charles J. Wigren came in February precedmg confer-
ence, and took charge of the Swedish Mission. He was a
transfer from the Northwest Swedish Conference, and ac-
cording to the minutes, he joined that body on trial in 1881,
but as he ‘was cl-ssed among the full members in 1882, this is
impocsible, without a grand stretch of the discipline. He was
transferred back to the Northwest Swedish Conference in
1885.

J. H. Bacon, a deacon of the Rock River Conference, was
transferred to our conference this year. He came for his health
but was never well. In May. 1885, he returned with his wife
to Illinois, where he died June 18th following. He was a:
n-tive of England, and for a time preached in the Independent
Church of that country. When twenty-five vears old he came
to America, and joined the Methodist Church. In 1879 he
joined the Rock River Conference, having supplied work for
several vears previously. He was a man of great sweetness
and purity of character. Also very successful in his work.
His last words were, “I am going home, I am going home.”

Charles McKelvey was a successful minister among the
New Connection Methodists in Canada. He entered upon
that work in 1866. He was several vears in the Nevada Con-
ference before coming to California. He was transferred from
that conference to us in 1882. He has been an able and use-
ful minister among us since.

W. F. Warren was a transfer from the Colorado Confer-
ence. That body he joined in 1871. His labors have been
greatly blessed to the good of the churches he has served.

" Five probationers were received. H. L.. Gregory had been
a member of the American Lutheran Church. He united with
our Church in California, and yielding to long continued con-
victions, he entered upon his life work. For a few vears he
supplied appointments, and then -joined on trial. There was
no mistake in his case. His work has been of great value to
the Church. He lives the gospel he preaches.

Monroe H. Alexander is a graduate of our University,
where also he has been a professor. A young man of promise,
greatly beloved.

Lorenzo Fellers was raised, if not born, in Grass Valley.
He. too, is a graduate of the University of the Pacific, enter-
ing the ministery soon after he received his bachelor’s degree.
He gives promise of many years of useful work.
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William L. Stephens was received into full connection in
1885, was made supernumerary in 1886, and expelled in 1887.

Only two new names need to be considered among the
appointments. Brentwwod was a station on the railroad near
Point of Timber. It was only that charge under a new name.
At Point of Timber services were held in a hall, at Brentwood
in a school house, and at Antioch in a church owned by the
Christian Adventists. This year an old church owned by the
Congregationalists, was purchased and moved about two
miles to Brentwood, fitted up for use,and served the purpose
well for a few years. In 1883 H. L. Gregory was appointed.
During his pastorate a new and neat church was built at
Brentwood, the one still in use. In 1886, J. E. Wickes. In
1888, W. T. Mayne. In 1889, D. Brill. In 1890, H. C. Ben-
son. In 1891, D. W. Calfee. In 1892, W. P. S. Duncan. In
1893, J. L. Trefren. In 1894, G. Clifford. In 1895, W. S.
Kelley. In 1897, J. R. Wolfe. Members 27, probationers 2,
Sunday-school scholars 48, a church valued at $2,700, a par-
sonage valued at $600, paid pastor $;700, presiding elder $40,
bishops $4, raised for missions $25.

(Oakdale and Burneyville had W. D. Crabb for pastor.
A union church was built about this time in Oakdale, which
was shared by the Presbyterians and Methodists. Mr. Crabb
set about building a church for our own use, and succeeded in
erecting a plain but neat one that was dedicated by Dr.
Holmes in the spring of 1884. At the conference of that vear
. W. Chilson was appointed. In 1886, J. R. Wolfe. In
1888, S. Kinsey. In 1893, A. Holbrook. In 1896. H. Cope-
land. In 18y7. R. Rhodda. Members 123, probationers 22,
one local preacher, 139 scholars in Sunday-school, a church
valued at $2.200, a parsonage valued at $8oo, paid pastor
$830. presiding elder, $70, bishops $10, raised for missions $85.
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1883.

The Thirty-First Conference.

This conference met in Howard-street Church, San Fran-
cisco. September 19th and adjourned the 25th. Bishop .War-
ren presided and Dr. Urmy was secretary. The Book Con-
cern gave the Conference Claimants $175. On the second
ballot G. Clifford was elected a delegate to the General Con-
ference. On the fourth ballot F. F. Jewell. On the sixth H.
C. Benson. T. H. Sinex and C. C. Stratton were elected re-
serve delegotes. The Tay Electoral Conference met on the
21st and organized by the election of Annis Merrill, of San
Froncisco, president;foseph F. Lamdin of Napa, secretary,
~#nd W. F. Cronemiiller of Sacramento, assistant secretary. In
the afternoon session Charles Goodall of San Francisco. and
Justus Greeley of Marvsville, were elected delegates to the
General Conference. J. W. Whiting of San Francisco, and
James A. Clayton of San Jose, were elected alternates. They
p2ssed resolutions deprecating the removal of the time limit,
2sking for a resident hishop. endorsing the general policy of
the Church, the temperance cause, the American Bible So-
ciety, and asked for such a change in the Church Extension
Society as would make it capable of carrying insurance pol-
icies on all church property. A similar resolution was passed
unanimously by the Annual Conference. This action was
instigated by the writer, who had never thought of it except
through the urgent solicitation of Captain Fayles of Walnut
Creek. Though the object has never been accomplished, it
would be difficult to show why it would not be a great advant-
age to the Church at large, and no detriment to the Church
Extension Society, which in its loan fund has always money
enough to meet all claims, not to speak of the further funds
which the small premiums would place at their disposal. T.
S. L. Wallis was elected a deacon under the local preacher’s
rule.
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Statistics. Members of conference 126, probationers 10,
members of the Church 8,793, probationers 1125, local preach-
ers 120, Sunday-schools 176, officers and teachers 1,946,
scholars 14,240, churches 137, probable value $609,950, par-
sonages 86, probable value $77,640. Collected for Conference
Claimants $2,095.95, for missions, from Churches $2.936.91,
from Sunday-schools $932.93, from Woman’s Missionary So-
ciety $432.20, for Church Extension $529.27, for Tract Soci-
ety $159.65, for Sunday-school Union $186.45, for Freed-
men’s Aid $861.35, for Education $371.10, for Bible Society
$328.47. The Freedmen’s Aid collections were augmented by
a collection of $509 contributed at the conference anniversary
of that society under the inspiring speech of Bishop Warren.
The amount of missionary money appropriated to this con-
ference was $3,500 for the English work, $2,800 for the Ger-
man, $10,000 for the Chinese. $1,500 for the Swedish, and
$700 for the Norwegian and Danish.

The only changes in district work this year consisted in
placing W. Dennett on the San Fracisnco District, and F.
Werth on the German. There were 123 pastoral charges.

Wayne Carver came to us from the Nevada Conference.
He was born in Stockbridge, Madison County, New York,
January 17, 1830. He was converted when ten years of age.
He was educated in the public schools, at Cazenovia Semin-
ary, and at Garrett Biblical Institute. He graduated from tae
last named school in 1860. He then labored several vears in
Minnesota. In 1867 he married Mrs. L. M. Chapman, who
survived him. In that vear he volunteered to go to Utah as
a missionary. There he labored successfully until he went to
Nevada. Five vears later he came to California. He had
been on the non-effective list about four years before his
death, which occured February 13, 189i. The record made of
him at the next conference, written by Dr. Crary, was that
"He wrought, and plznned, and praved, and died in doing
good.”

J. O. Raynor was a chaplain in the United States army,
and was transferred to our conference for the sake of con-
venience.  He was a brother of Mrs. D. A. Dryden, and was
born in England in 1823. Ile went to Oregon in 1844, where
he preached the first sermon ever heard in the city of Port-
land. In 1864, while a member of the Oregon Conference,
he was appointed a chaplain and did good work until laid aside
or account of age. He died June 18, 1888, and was buried with
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miilitary honors in the cemetery of the Presidio in San
Francisco. )

Four probationers came il at this time. Thomas Filben
was raised a Roman Catholic,-but was converted in California
under the preaching of Dr. Jewell. He was educated in the
University of the Pacific. e is able, scholarly, successful.
He has taken a deep interest in the C. L. S. C., being a man-
ager for many years of the assembly in Pacific Grove and
more recently at the Shasta Retreat. The University, his
alma mater, conferred on hinrthe degree of D.D.

T. S. L. Wallis has been a useful and successful minister
continually since he joined the conference. He was greatly
bereaved in the loss of his excellent wife, who died in Oak-
land, October 30, 18¢6.

Arthur Hyslop Briggs was born in San Francisco, Janu-
ory 16, 1859. He is the third son of Dr. M. C. Briggs of pio-
neer fame. He graduated at the Northwestern at Iivanston,
and the next vear joined our conference on trial.  After one
vear's work in the pastorate he went to the Doston School of
Theology. In 1887 he returned and was received into full
connection.  In 18y6 he was transferred to the Colorado
Conference” and stationed in Denver, as pastor of Grace
Church. May 26, 187, he married Miss Edna Iliff, daughter
of Mrs. Bishop Warren, and was elected Dean of the Iliff
School of Theology soon after. At present, after two vears
study in Europe, he is president of that institution, and mak-
ing a most gratifying record.

Fritz Reiser is a Germzn and has been engaged in the Ger-
man District and conference since he joined. He married
Miss Kruger of Santa Cruz.

Oak Grove this vear took the name af Atlanta,-which it
has since borne.  Four or five families, well-to-do, in a rich
farming community, made one of our very best country
charges. This vear it contributed more to the cause of mis-
sions, per member, than anv other church in the conference.
E. E. Dodge was sent here in 1882 and was followed by J. E.
Wickes in 1885, In 1886, W. T. Mayne. In 1888, W. 5. Cor-
win. In 188, H. Copeland. [n 182, it was supphied by O).
AL Hester. In 1893, supplied by C. 11. Darling. In 1894, W.
T. Curnow. In 185, H. 1.. Gregory. lle was continued un-
til after the close of our period. Members 46, probationers 10,
Sundayv-school scholars 75, two churches valued at $1.800,
one parsonage valued at §300. paid pastor $600. presiding
elder $32, bishops $3. raised for missions $25.
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Oleta is the modern euphonius name of the Fiddletown of
early mining days. In 1882 it was set apart with Shanandoah
Valley, Volcano and West Point, and placed in charge of
Henry Hicks, a supply. In 1885 it was with the first two
named places and in charge of M. K. Hackman. In 1886,
supplied by W. O. Askins. In 1888, supplied by W. S. With-
row. In 1889 it was not in the list. Two or three times after-
ward this place was named, but only to be supplied, and then
left off the list. A union church, somewhat dilapidated, was
made over to the Methodist Church in 1884, or the year fol-
lowing. Odleta has a small population, and no prospect of
much increase. Shanandoah Valley had quite a number of
members, but most of them were lost when the Free Method-
ists entered that field.

Stockton Mission was the starting point of what is now
Clay-street Church in that city. A school house was bought.
fixed up and services were held in it by J. W. Hinds, then a
banker in Stockton, and a local preacher. In 1884 it was
called Clay-stret Church, and W. C. Curry was in charge.
The debt contracted in the purchase, though not large for the
real value of the property, was a heavy burden to the few who
were interseted in the enterprise. In 1885 J. B. Chenoweth
was appointed. He secured the payment of the debt through
I’. Visher, a well-to-do layman of the Church, after whom it
took its name for several vears. In 1886 Visher Church had
E. 1. Jones for pastor. In 188y, J. L. Trefren. In 18go, M. S.
Cross. In 1891, A. Canoll. In 18y2, S. M. Driver. In 1893,
L. Fellers. In 18g4. Clay-street Church had J. W. Ross for
pastor. He remained until after the close of our period. Mem-
bers 31, probationers 2. one local preacher, Sunday-school
scholars 105, a church valued at $4.800, a parsonage valued at
$1,000, paid pastor $397, bishops $2. raised for missions $21.

Though Tracy was named as a charge this year no supply
was found for it, nothing was done, nor was it again men-
tioned until 1891, when E. B. Winning supplied it. In 1892,
|. Jeffries. In 1894, J. Young. In 1895, E. J. Wilson. In
1896, 1. M. I1ill. His pastorate closes our period. Members
36, probationers 12, one local preacher, Sunday-school schol-
ars 55, a church valued at $2.200, a parsonage valued at $8c0,
paid pastor $744. presiding elder $30. bishops $4, raised for
missions $20.
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1884.

The Thirty-Second Conference.

This was the first conference session at Pacific Grove, and
the first visit of Bishop Foss, as a presiding officer of the Cal-
fornia Conference. The session opened the 10th of September
and closed the 15th. W. S. Urmy was secretary. Since the
death of Bishop Haven this, and other conferences had been
engaged in building a monument over his remains in the old
mission cemetery at Salem, Oregon. It was now reported
finished and unveiled with proper ceremonies. It cost
$1,131.65. Qur conference had paid $407.60, and $150 was
still due on its cost. Much trouble and some loss to the
Church had resulted from fanatical presentations of the doc-
trine of Christian Perfection. A committee was appointed at
this conference-to consider the whole matter and report not
only on the doctrine itself, but also on the proper mode of
teaching it. The committee consisted of B. F. Crary, R. Bent-
ley, A. T. Needham, M. C. Briggs, T. S. Dunn, J. Coyle, and
C. H. Afflerbach. The report, which was unanimously
adopted, endorsed our standards of teaching on that subject,
but severely deprecated union holiness bands, and all irregular
and irresponsible efforts to promote holiness contrary to the
established usages of the Church. There is no doubt that
this action had a salutary effect.

Bishop Fowler having been assigned to San Francisco for
residence, a committee of seven ministers and eight laymen
was appointed to adopt measures for furnishing an episcopal
home. The committee consisted of F. F. Jewell, W. Dennett,
C. V. Anthony, H. B. Heacock, M. C. Briggs and G. W. Izer,
ministers ; Charles Goodall, J. M. Buffington, Peter Bohl],
J. A. Clayton, Annis Merrill, R. McElroy, S. E. Holden, and
W. H. Keeler, laymen. It is impracticable to follow up the
work of this committee. The outcome was the purchase of
land on the corner of Oak and Buchanan streets, and the
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erection of a house thereon that cost about $18,000. A heavy
debt was contracted, which hung over it for a long time, but
was finally paid off at a laymen’s association meeting in 188g.
Since Bishop Fowler left the Coast it has not been much in use
by bishops, but it served a good purpose in 1892 in securing a
- resident bishop, for otherwise we should have had none.

Bishop Taylor, just about ready to start on his first episco-
pal trip to Africa, was present during most of the session. It
was at this conference that the brotherhood of travel began.
By this plan the effective ministers divide the expenses of their
attendance at conference equally among themselves. Those
who come from afar pay no more traveling expenses than
those near at hand. For the only time in our history, the mat-
ter of fixing the place of the next conference was left to the
decision of the presiding elders.

Statistics. Members of conference 144, probationers 10,
members of the Church 9,156, probationers 897, local preach-
ers 108, Sunday-schools 178, officers and teachers 1,838, schol-
ars 15,133, conversions go6, churches 144, probable value
$631,050, parsonages 8q, probable value $81,357, collected for
Conference Claimants $5,106, for missions, from Churches
$2.712, from Sunday-schools $1,159, fromWoman's Mission-
ary Society $128, for Women's Home Missionary Society, the
first report, $55, for Church Extension $585, for Sunday-
school Union $159, for Tract Society $140, for Freedmen's
Aid $274, for Education $755, for American Bible Society
$516. We received this year from the Missionary Society for
use in the conference, $3,500 for English work, $2,800 for
German, $1,500 for Swedish, $700 for Norwegian, $500 for
Portugese, $9,000 for Chinese.

This was the only vear in all our history that we had more
money than was absolutely needed for the Conference Claim-
ants. $1,108.85 was placed in the hands of the conference
trustees for use the next vear. The credit for this must be giv-
en to J. M. Buffington. No friend of worn out preachers ever
took his place. Nor was he long to help us in this matter. Even
then his own reward was near. Let us look for a moment how
it fared with these needy ones when they got all the stewards
thought was necessary. Two families received each $400, three
received $300, one received $250, five received $200, one re-
ceived $150, and three received $100. The next vear used
up the surplus without any excess of gifts, and then the old
hand to mouth svstem prevailed, and still prevails.
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this conference session. He joined the North Norwegian
Conference at first, and labored in the Northwest untit he came
te us. He has been a faithful worker in California, Oregon
and Washington, since that time.

Louis Kroeck was from the Southwest German Confer-
ence, and had heen about fourteen years in the work when
sent to California. He remained with us until the German
Conference was formed, of which he became a charter member.

W. P. S. Duncan, a deacon of the first class, was received
on his certificate of location. He seemed always to be in very
poor health, and in 1895 he was placed on the superannuated
list. In 1896 he withdrew from the Church and ministry.

There were five probationers received at this conference.
Ross Taylor was sent by his father to Africa, but remained less
than a year. Returning, he was stationed in Sonora in 188s.
He was received into full connection in 1887. Two vears
later he went to New York to superintend his father's pub-
lishing interests. He located in 1889. His work in the pas-
torate indicated much of his father’s zeal and drive. He was
also skillful in saving souls.

Kanichi Miyama was a native of Japan, born in Choshu
Province, and was of Jomura rank, and a retainer of the Lord
of Choshu. We have seen elsewhere the circumstances under
whieh he was converted. He was at that time about twenty-
-eight years old. He was a great help to Dr. Gibson before
he was licensed to preach. So much did that good man esteem
this native of the Eastern world that he gave him his gold
watch only a little time before his death. That token of love
will be very dear to Miyama. He was transferred to the Japan
Conference in 1891, where he has labored with great zeal and
T success.

John- Jeffries Martin was born in Cornwall, England, Sep-
tember 10, 1849. He was converted at the age of eighteen,
and joined the Methodist Episcopal Church in Toronto,Can-
ada.” Two vears later he came to California. He graduated
from the University of the Pacific in 1884, joining the confer-
.ence soon after. He is doing faithful work at this time.

Of W. A. Johns and Richard Rodda, the writer has re-
ceived no information. They are both doing good work.

Corelitos stands this year at the head of the San Francisco
District. J. Smith, the first pastor, reported 53 communicants
and 75 scholars distributed in three schools. In 188s it in-
cluded Soquel, Smith still in charge. The next year Coralitos
was left off the list.
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Eureka Valley was a name given to that part of San Fran--
cisco lying between the Mission and the Western Addition.
The zeal and financial liberality of Wayne Carver laid the
foundation for the church, now known as Trinity. The church
has undergone enlargement and repairs since his day, and has
become one of the successful churches of the city. In 1887
Mr. Carver was followed by H. H. Hall. In 188y J. P.
Macauley. In 1891, E. R. Willis. In 1893, W. S. Bovard.
In 1896, F. F. Jewell. In 1897. H. W. Peck. Members, 171;
probationers, 29; Sunday-school scholars, 260; a church val--
ued at $21,000; paid pastor, $1.300; presiding elder, $75;:
bishops, $18 raised for missions, $135.

The appointment this vear called Reed Street, in San Jose;
has had an interesting history, and deserves a more lengthy
account than usual. In the summer of 1882 a committee was
appointed from First Church Sunday-school, consisting of
Mre. John Burns, Mrs. ]J. B. Hill and Mrs. Eloise Smout. to
find a place and start a Sunday-school, with an eye to found-
ing a second church in San Jose. Not succeeding in their
search, Mrs. Smout opened her own home to the Sunday-
school, and went from house to house asking for children with
whom to organize it. Only twelve were present at the first
session, but the number grew constantly. In the spring of
1882 the school was held at the residence of Mrs. G. D.
Moaoody, on the corner of Market and William streets.

In March, 1884. a lot was purchased on the corner of Reed
and Second streets for the use of the future church. Mrs. J.
I3. Hill acted as the first superintendent, but resigned in 1883,
in order to give her whole attention to the primary class,
which she had taught from the beginning. Professor J. M.
Allen of the State Normal School, was clected in her place..
In October, 1884. he resigned, and Mr. DBeatty, the pastor,
acted as superintendent as well as teacher of the Bible class..
Milus S. Gay succeeded him.

In 1883 Mrs. Kate Leffler called the attention of Mrs. L.
M. McColl to the needs of this enterprise, and Mrs. McColl
rode through that part of the city to inspect it. Mrs. Leffler
repeated her representation in July, 1884. The letter reached
her just after the death of her youngest daughter, Centella
Grace. In reply she said, "I feel inclined to erect such a monu-
nient to my darling.” In view of this, the next conference ap-
pointed a pastor, and made an appropriation of $200 toward
his support. The church was organized by Mr. Beatty, No-
vember 2. 1884, with six members. The first quarterly con-
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fcrence was held January 3, 1885. The following were the
members: Ministers-—G. W. Beatty, John B. Hill and G. B.
Bowman. Stewards—]John D. Shafter, Matilda R. Hill and
Susan G. Shafter. The offer of Mrs. McColl was formally
made to this body, and gratefully accepted, the church then
and there deciding upon the name of Centella. Samuel A.
Wilson and wife at the same time presented 2 communion set
as a memorial of their deceased son, H. Platt Wilson. A
beautiful baptismal font was also given by J. B. Hill and wife
in memory of their deceased son, Owen—"Connie"—Hill.
July 22, 1883, just one vear after the death of Centella, ground
was broken for the new chapel. The first service was held in
it onn Sabbath, the 25th of July, the nearest Sunday to the
date of the dear little child’s death, for whose memory it was
buili. This Sabbath has taken the name of "Centella Day.”
and is yearly observed by the church. A marble bust of Cen-
telle was presented to the Sunday-school that day. A niche
in the brick wall had been carefully made to receive it. .\
sweet-toned  pipe organ was also placed in the chapel
About $1,900 was collected by the Church, and the balance.
$10,182.93, was the gift of Mrs. McColl. It was dedicated
by Bishop Fowler, free of debt, August 8 1886. In 1837, S.
G. Gale was appointed pastor. In 18o, C. \'. Anthony. In
182, J. H. Wthe, Jr. In 1893, A. H. DBriggs. In 18¢6. F.
\". Fisher. In 187, M. D. Duck. Members, 263: proba-
ticners, 10: one local preacher: scholars in Sunday-school,
24 a church, valued at $12.000; paid pastor $1,000: presid-
inyr elder, $75: bishops, $25: raised for missions, $140.

Florin is ncar Sacramento. It was supplied this vear by
Albert Warren.  In 1885, 1. R. Bartley. In 1887, W. .\,
Johns. In 1&o, R. Rodda. In 1892, W. J. Peters. In 18¢3.
C. I%. MeNeill. 1n 1893, H. B. Sheldon.  In 18g7, J. R. Wat-
soni.  Members, 70: probationers, 3: Sunday-school scholars,
1561 3 churches, valued at $4.200: one parsonage. valued at
Saou: paid pastor. $684: presiding elder, $58: bishops, S&:
raized for missions, $57.

Fort Jones and Scott Valley was a charge served this year
by G. R. Stanlev:  The last named place is one of the old
churches of the conference :as it appears, Fort Jones grew out
of it In 1886 it was called Fort Jones, and R. Rodda was in
charge. In 18go, WL L Peters. Ina8g2, H. B. Sheldon.  In
103, WL EL Miller. In18gg. O Gl Hughson. In 1896, C. K.
Winning.  In a8g7, supplicd by J. W, Pendleton, assisted by
11 C. Richardson.  Members, 100: probationers, 4: Sunday-
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school scholars, 260; 3 churches, valued at $4,000; one par-
sonage, valued at $1,200; paid pastor, $865: presiding elder,
§6h5 : bishops, $6; raised for missions, $15. '

Penryn was a charge this vear with N. R. Peck pastor.
In 1887 it was an appendage of Newcastle, with T. B. Hop-
kins in charge. In 1888 it was Penryvn and Rocklin, with J.
E Wright in charge. In 188¢ it was an appendage of Rose-
ville, W. J. Peters in charge. It so remained until 1891, when
it was alone, with S. E. Crowe in charge. In 1892 it was left
to be supplied. In 1893 it was supplied by Samuel Lord.
In 1896 it was Ophir and Penryn, with T. Leak in charge.
In 18y7 it was alone, and left to be supplied.

NoTe.—After the forms were made up it was discovered
that the writer had overlooked the name of C. A. Holmes in
the list of transfers to the conference of 1883. Dr. Holmes
was an especial transfer, and stationed at First Church, Oak-
land. He was a man of rich endowments, but too far advanc-
ed in life to warrant a changein conference relations. The
election of a presiding elder to a General Conference office
opened the way for him to be appointed to district work in his
old conference, the Pittsburg, and he left us in the summer of
1884.



CHAPTER XL.

1885.

The Thirty-Third Conference.

It met in Stockton September 3d, and adjourned on the
stii.  This was the shortest session ever held. Bishop Fowler
presided, and Dr. Urmy was secretary. The bishop read the
appointments out on Sunday evening after service, and, by
previous vote of the body, the conference stood adjourned.
Sven A. Elming and Charles E. Pettis were ordained deacons,
and C. H. Darling elder, under local preacher’s rule. C. H.
Gardner was transferred to the conference long enough to be
elected deacon, and immediately was transferred back to the
Central New York. John De Lamater was transferred long
er.ough to make him effective, and was then transferred back
to the Colorado Conference. These are samples of the elas-
ticity and convenience of Methodism. The credentials of V.
S. Bryant were returned to him.

Statistics. Members of conference 146, probationers 8,
niembers at large 9.399, probationers 936, local preachers 114,
Sunday-schools 192, officers and teachers 2,047, scholars
16.034, churches 157, probable value $681,650, parsonages 88,
probable value $86.241, collected for conference claimants
$2.453, for missions—irom churches $3,837, from Sunday-
schools $1,147, from Woman's Missionary Society $249. for
Woman's Home Missionary Society $64, for Church Exten-
sien $509, for Sunday-school Union $164, for Tract Society
$:51. for Freedmen's Aid $327, for Education $492, for Bible
Sueiety $315. received from the Missionary Society for use in
the conference $3,500 for English work, $2,800 for German,
&-oo for Norwegian and Danish, $2.900 for Swedish, $500 for
Portuguese, $9.000 for Chinese.

W. R. Gober was this year appointed to the Sacramento
District. This constituted the only change in the district
work. There were 127 pastoral charges. |

The transfers were as follows: Otto Anderson from the
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Northwest Swedish, who located in 1887. F. D. Bovard, of
whom we have had a glimpse before, and who is still a
power to be reckoned with. L. L. Rogers who was here before,
bur who did not come now, and who was transferred to the
‘Southern California Conference the next year. H. H. Hall,
who came from the Southern Conference, and before that from
the Michigan, which body he joined in 1868, and was ap-
pointed chaplain to the army in 1888, and who was last known
as being on duty to the same office in Oklahoma.

J. B. Chynoweth was licensed to preach when only sixteen
vears of age. This occurred in Ontario County, Michigan.
Iri 1874 he took an appointment under the presiding elder,
auc the next vear he joined the Wyoming Conference. While
pistor in Barton, Tioga County. New York, he secured nearly
$40.000 for missions, and $2,500 for Conference Claimants.
He labored several years in Montana, whence he came to Cali-
fornia. Mr. Chynoweth is a man of great originality and force
of character.

O. Gunderson wes a transfer from the Northwest Swedish
Conference. He joined the Central Illinois Conference in
1266. In 1888 he located. Morris K. Hackman was a trans-

er from the Oregon Conference. He was a probationer at
tile time, and was received into full connection here in 1886.
In 1887 he entered Drew Theological School, and in 1888 was
transferred to the Minnesota Conference. F. J. Masters was
received at this time on his credentials from the Wesleyan
Conference. An account of him will be found elsewhere.
Henry Cox was received on his certificate of location, and im-
mcdiately transferred to the Southern Conference. A. C. Dun-
car. was received on his credentials from the Congregational
<hurch. He is a good man and useful in the work.

Two were received on trial. William J. Peters was received
intc full connection in 1887, and has been doing good service
since.

Charles Edward Pettis was born in Somerset, Mass., Feb-
rvary 12, 1854. He was educated in the public schools of his
native State, in Providence Seminary. and under private
tutors. He was clearly converted when thirteen vears of age,
licensed .to preach when twenty-three, came to California in
1873, married Miss Emily Hoffman in 1876, served under
the elder on several charges, and in 1885 was received on trial.
Church property has been improved, debts have been paid,
anda best of all, souls have been saved along the line of his
labors. .

Valley Springs and West Point was a charge this year
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supplied by F. E. McCallum. Valley Springs was the ter-
minus of the narrow gauge railroad going into the mountains
fronr a place near Woodbridge. Services were held in a hall
provided by Mr. Johnson, an excellent layman of the Church.
A few years later they purchased a hall from a neighboring
station, moved it to the village of Valley Springs, fitted it up
neatly, and it is the church now in use. In 1886 the charge
was supplied by S. Belknap. In 1887, I. J. Ross. In 1888,
Woest Point was made a separate charge, and Valley Springs
wus served by W. E. Miller. In 1889, J. L. Burchard. In
1891, W. Burchett. In 1892 it was Valley Springs and Cle-
ments, Burchett still in charge. In 1893 it was left off the list
but no doubt was a part of a work bearing another name.

Newcastle and Ophir appear with J. S. Fisher in charge.
He reported 35 communicants, 85 scholars in Sunday-school,
and two churches, valued at $1,000. In 1886, M. K. Hack-
man. In 1887 it was Newcastle and Penryn Circuit, with T.
B. Hopkins in charge. In 1888 it was Newcastle and Ophir,
with J. 8. Fisher in charge. In 1889, J. T. Murrish. In 18go,
it was supplied by S. L. Hamilton. In 1891 it was alone, with
S. H. Rhoads in charge. In 1892, E. A. Wible. In 1895, G
H. Van Vliet. In 1896, G. M. Richmond. His pastorate con-
cludes our period. Members, 30: probationers, 7; Sunday-
school scholars, 85; a church, valued at $4,000; a parsonage,
valued at $1,000: paid pastor, $756: presiding elder, $64:
bishops, $3: raised for missions, $25.



CHAPTER XLI.
1886.
The Thirty-Fourth Conference.

This was the beginning of the long series of conferences .
that have been held continuously in Pacific Grove. The ses--
sion began September 1st, and closed the 6th. Bishop Warren .
presided and Urmy was secretary. Nothing of especial in-
terest occurred. The conference was unusually harmonious, .
which is saying much. . E. P. Dennett and John M. Spangler -
were ordained deacons and J. A. Callen an elder under local .
preacher’s rule. A dividend of $228 from the Book Concern
for Conference Claimants was received, which, with the usual
amount from the Chartered Fund. helped to make up the de- .
ficiency of collections for this cause as compared with last
vear. The Church sadly needed the inspiration of our friend
Buffington, whose health prevented his active participation in
this work. The amount distributed was less than half the -
just claims of those in need.

Statistics. Members of conference, 155; probationers, 8; .
members of churches, 9,653 ; probationers, 1,053 ; local preach-
ers, 108; Sunday-schools, 191 ; officers and teachers, 2,043; -

“scholars, 15,045; collected for Conference Claimants, $2,289;
for missions—from churches, $4,744; from Sunday-schools,
$1,396. The funds of the Woman's Missionary Society was
not reported separately this year, nor at any time after. For -
Woman's Home Missions, $35; for Church Extension, $851;
for Sunday-school Union, $212; Tract Society, $198; for
Freedmen's Aid, $319; for Education, $651: for Bible Soci-
etv, $254. Appropriated from the Missionary Society to the-
conference ; for the English work, $3,350; German, $2,800;
Swedish, $2,000; Norwegian and Danish, $800; Chinese. $7,-
500 ; Japanese Mission, $3.500. o

R. Bentley was sent this year on to the Stockton District.
This was the only change in district work. There were 131.
pastoral charges.

(40s)
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The transfers were as follows: Alired Higbie came home
from the Southern California Conference.

S. G. Gale was a transfer from the Minnesota Conference.
He joined the New York Conference in 1860. He is one of
-our successful men.

F. L. Tuttle was a transfer from the Northwest Kansas
Conference. He joined the Minnesota Conference in 1876.
- Poor health has much impeded his usefulness. Much of the
time he has held a non-effective relation. .M. C. Harris will
be counsidered in connection with the work among the Japa-
nese.

John Kirby came into the conference on his credentials
from the Congregational Church. He is a native of England.
and was originally a Wesleyan minister. Coming to America.
he joined the South Kansas Conference in 1874. Pursuit oi
health brought thim to California in the early eighties, and be-
ing misinformed as to the probability of getting work, he
supplied a Congregational Church in Stockton for a time;
then being asked to become their pastor, he consented, and
rcturned his parchments to his conference in Kansas.. He
was never anything but a Methodist, and in 1886 concluded
to return to that Church. He has done valuable work among
ws as pastor and presiding elder.

Three probationers were received—]J. P. Sandholt, Ed-
ward P. Dennett and Frank E. McCallum. Sandholt was a
Swede and engaged in the Swedish work. He was continued
on trial. according to the Minutes, until after 1888, but no
mention was made of him in 188g.

K. P. Dennett is one of our own California productions.
_ 1f not born in the State, .all this early formative’life was spent
here. He is a son of Dr. Dennett, and from childhood accus-
tomed to the life of a Methodist preacher. He is an alumaus
of the University of the Pacific, and also of Drew Theological
School. His ministry has been an unusual success.

Frank E. McCallum was of Scottish blood, but a native of
Canada. He was a member of an annual conference of the
Methodist Episcopal Church in his own country, and in the
second class of deacons. He graduated from Scio College in
1886, He was a man of much ability, but possessed peculiar-
ities which hindered his efficiency. He died a member of our
conference in 1893. It is probable that he was insane at the
time.

One appointment this year deserves more attention than
our space will warrant, as does also the man who has been in
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principal charge of it from the first of its being called a mis-
sion, a man who has won a recognition from the Emperor of
Japan, rarely given to foreigners, and only given in this case
as a testimonial of grateful appreciation of kindly services.
rendered his people. Qur work among the Japanese began

before this time, but it was only this vear that it became a

separate appointment. In 1877, while Dr. Gibson was in

cnarge, three Japanese youth sought help in learning the Eng-
lish language by attending the Chinese Mission in San Fran-
cisco. They learned the way to Christ before the end of the-
vear, and were baptized by Dr. Gibson. K. Miyama was one
of them, whose history is given elsewhere. Under his labors.
the work rapidly sprezd among his countrymen, whose in-
crease in numbers and ready acceptance of the gospel led
Yishop Warren in 1886 to transfer M. C. Harris from the

Japan Conference and place him at the head of the movement.
As events have indicated, no better choice could have been
made. Merriman Cathbert Harris was born in DBeallsville,
Ohio, July 9, 1846. His parents were Baptists, but when in

need of Church privileges and no Church of their choice was
nigh, they did the sensible thing of uniting with another,

which in this case was the Methodist Church. Dr. Harris

was converted at the age of thirteen. He 1s a graduate of Al-

leghany College of 1873. In 1869 he united with the Pittsburg
Conference and in the next vear went to Japan as a mission--
ary. His return from that field was made necessary by the

poor health of his wife. He came just in time to take charge-
of this work.

The year 1887 was marked by the introduction of Chris-
tianity among the Japanese of the Hawaiian lslands. The
Japanese of San Francisco, learning that thousands of their
countrymen were going to that land, raised enough money
among themselves to pay for a steerage passage for Miyama
to Honolulu. He went in October, 1887, and returned in
December of the same year. His report led to his appointment
by Bishop Fowler to take charge of the work he had already
begun. His regular ministry began there in March, 1888, and.
was of a most remarkable character. Taro Ando, the head
of the Japanese embassy to the kingdom of Hawalii, was con--
verted, and all his family, his secretaries and servants, indeed,
everybody about the premises. He was baptized by Miyama
in July following, when Dr. Harris regularly organized our-
Church in Honolulu. Services were held in the old church:
built more than thirty vears before under the labors of Mr..
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Turner. Though private property, the use of it was freely

- given by Mr. Waterhouse, whose father had given the ground
on which it stood, and who had contributed largely to the cost
of building it. In 18go A. N. Fisher was appointed presiding

- elder of a Honolulu District, having nine appointments scat-
tered over the islands, three of them being on the island of
Oahu, where Honolulu is located. At the end of a little more
than one year the work was made over to the Congregational-
ists, and Dr. Fisher returned. But some would not surrender.
and a Mecthodist organization was kept up, at least in Hono-
lilu.  In 1893 a Japanese district was formed, with Dr. Har-
ris as presiding elder.

Honohiht was an appointinent in this district, with two men
in charge. The yvear 1893-4 was a period of wonderful pros-
perity to the mission in California. The report of the presid-
ing clder says: “literally hundreds and thousands were hope-
fully converted. Though scattered over a vast territory. away
from poastors and teachers, they learned to say, ‘The Lord is
nmiy Shepherd, T oshall not want.”  With New Testament and
hymn book, they led a simple life of trust in the Son of God.”

The mission in San Francisco had its headquarters in tie
lecture and class rooms of Central Church. Some time about

" 180 the new and excellent mission house on Pine street was
crected and is now in use.  In 18¢g7 the Japanese District had
ten appointments, including one English Church in Honolulu,
The statistics nere given are, however. exclusive of that
Church.  Members, 450: probationers, 227: local preachers.
0 scholars in Sunday-school, 4o&:  churches, 2: probable
value, 823.400: paid on salaries of pastors, $1.208 ; rased for
missions, 8301, There were five Japanese members of con-
terence.



CHAPTER XLIL

1887.
The Thirty-Fifth Conference.

Bishop Walden presided at this Pacific Grove Conference, .
and opened the session on the 31st of August. It adjourned
on the 5th of September. Bishop Fowler was present during
much of the session. W. S. Urmy was secretary. The usual
$30 from the Chartered Fund, and $286 from the Book Con- -
cern, helped the support of Conference Claimants this year.
The election of four delegates to the General Conference was
permitted for the first time. Robert Bentley was elected on
the first ballot. E. R. Dille and W. S. Urmy were elected on
the second, and A. ]J. Nelson on the sixth. W. R. Gober. ]J.
N. Martin and J. D. Hammond were elected reserve delegates, .

The Lay Electoral Conference met September 2d, one hun-
dred and three delegates being present, twenty-two of whom
were women. Justus Greeley of Marysville was elected presi-
dent, C. F. McNeill of Grass Valley secretary, and A. J. Tiff-
any of Nevada assistant secretary. At the very beginning of .
the session they adopted a memorial to the General Confer-
ence. asking, in a decidedly spicy manner, that the use of to-
bacco might be an effectual barrier to the consecration of any
man to the office of Bishop. The tone of this proceeding in-
Gicates that something had stirred them up. ‘The delegates to -
the General Conference elected were, Chancellor Hartson of
Napa, and James A. Clayton of San Jose. James W. Whiting -
of San Francisco and Peter Bohl of Sacramento were elected
Alternates. Resolutions were passed asking for equal repre-
sentation in the General Conference, for a representative in
the annual conference from each charge, condemning in un- .
measured terms the liquor traffic, and the violation of the Sab-
bath, deprecating any change in our itinerant system, or any
extension of the time limit. They endorsed the California Ad-
wocate and its editor, Dr. Crary, and the work of the American
Bible Society. The only points creating discussion on these-
subjects was that on equal representation in the General Con- .
ierence, and representation in the annual conference. These-
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were debated long and earnestly. About three-fourths voted
for the first-nzmed resolution, and about two-thirds for the
-secondl.

Statistics—Members of conference 167, probationers 3,
members of Churches 9,922, probationers 1,190, local preach-
ers 121, Sunday-schools 190, officers and teachers 2.157.
‘scholars 16,486, conversions 657, churches 164, probable value
$863.580. parsonages 91, probable value $95.20c, collected for

- Conference Claimants $2,845, for missions, from churches $5.-
-Ros, from Sunday-schools $2.001, for Church Extension $1.-
412, for Sundzy School Union $266, for Tract Society $212,
for Freedmen's Aid $486, for Education $737. for Bible Soci-
ety S5o05. for Women's Home Missions $46.

F. D. Bovard was placed on the San Francisco District. M.
D. Buck on the Petaluma, and L. Kroeck on the German.
These were the only district changes. There were 139 pastoral
charges.

D. W. Calfee came from the Colorado Conference. He
had joined ti:e Missouri and Kans2s Conference in 1867. He
once said in a social meeting that he had always been on the
frontier. From all the writer knows, he has been a blessing
“to the frontier.

S. J. C:rroll came from the Arkansas Conference. Dr.
Carroll joined the New England Southern Conference in 1871.
He is making a fine record.

A. C. Hirst came from the Cincinnati Conference. A man
of high standing before he came, he sustained his clh:aracter
while here as a scholar and orator. After a few vears in the
University of the Pacific 3 its president, and one p2stor~te of
four vears in Simpson Memorial Church, he was transferred
tc the Rock River Conference, and has been laboring since in
Chicago.

Richard Harcourt came from the Newark Conference. He
was a special transfer to the Howard Street Church : he never
served any other in the conference. He wasabrilliantman. pos-
sessed of unusual gifts. Among these was one of decidedly
dangerows character, one that injures more men than it helps
—the gift of humor. He was sensational beyond any other
Methodist preacher tiat ever labored on the Coast. In 18yo
he was trousferred to tie Daltimore Conference.

P. P. Hamilton came from the Ohio Conference. He
joined the Missouri Conference in 1868. He was made su-
pernumerary in 1888, and syperannuate in 1892. In 1897 he
was living in Sutter City.
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Westwood W. Case was a transfer from the Detroit: Con-
ference. He &t first belonged to the Erie, which body he-
joined in 1861. The writer once heard him say that he was.
converted in Dunkirk, New York, when nineteen years of age.
He was at the time teaching school in that city. He be-
longed to a family of school teachers. His work in this con--
ference has been of the first efficiency in every respect.

E. D. McCreary was from the Des Moines Conference:
here, but at first he was a member of the Erie Conference. be-
ginning his. work there in 1867. His ability and successes place-
him in the front rank of Christian ministers.

Thomas E. Sisson came from the Kansas Conference for
work in Nevada. He remained in that field until 1892, when-
he was stationed within the limits of our conference. In 1893
he went to the Iliff School of Theology as a scholar. In 1895,
he was transferred to the Colorado Conference.

F. Bonn came home from the Oregon Conference, where:

- he h~d been at work for a brief season among the Germans.

S. D. Simonds was admitted on his certificate of location.
at this time.

Daniel M. Birmingham was admitted on his certificate of
location. He joined the New Hampshire Conference in 1864.
He continued in the pastorate, and in teaching. until 1896,
when he was appointed a professor in the Central Tennessee-
College. In 1897 his address was 253 Broadway, New York.

Two were received on trial. Doremus A. Hayes was a
graduate of thé Boston University, both in the college. of arts.
and in the School of Theology. In 1895 he became a pro-
fessor in the Iliff School of Theology in Denver, and the
next vear ite became a professor in the Garrett Biblical In-
stitute, which position he holds at this time. He remains a
member of this conference, and would be gladly welcomed
Lack to work in this field.

Luther P. Walker was born in Kansas, December 11, 1862.
He was left an orphan at the age of twelve, having to work
Lis own way in life thereafter. He came to California in 1874,.
was converted in November, 1880, joined the United Brethren,.
attended their college in Woodbridge for three years, united
with the Methodist Episcopal Church in 1886, attended the-
University of the Pacific for a time, joined the conference in
1887 on a recommendation from Centella Church. October-
3oth of the same year he married Miss Angie Simmons. He-
has been doing faithful work since he joined the conference.

Two were received from other Churches. James Croas-
man came from the Evangelical Association. He was ins
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“the Nevada field of work until he became a supernumerary in
1890, when he settled in Sacramento.
James T. Murrish came from the Church South. He hss
" been doing good service, and is recognized as a man of ability
and learning.

West End, in Alameda, was overlooked in the last chapter.
In 1886 it wes set off as a separate charge, with Temescal at-

-tached. Dr. Bentley was the prime mover in planting a sec-
ond charge in the beautiful city of Alameda. Mr. Bryan, a
Baptist. also took a leading part in the enterprise. He gave

" the land on which the church was built. A church was ded-
icated here in 1886, and at the conference following, A. S.
Gibbons was appointed pastor. He remained three vears, but
the third year Temescal was left off the appointment. In
188y, E. P. Dennett. In 181, C. S. Haswell. In 1892, J. J.
M-rtin. He remained four vears, but the second vear of his
pastorate the church took the name of Santa Clara Avenue
Church. In 18g6, C. E. Rich. He was pastor aiter the end
of our period. In 1897, members 46, probationers 5, Sunday-
school scholars 186, a church valued at $4.00c, a parsonage
valued zt $2,500. paid pzstor $1,000, presiding elder $40, bish-
ops $3, raised for missions $22.

Soulsbyville is a mining village about seven miles above
Sonora. For several vears previously to this date it had been
an important part of the Sonora charge. Indeed, if it had not
been for this place Sonora could not have sustained services
at all. The first class was formed in 1862, through tie in-
strumetnality of Richard Inch. It now became a separate
charge, supplied by W. S. Withrow. In 1888, \W. C. Robins.
ir 188 it was again with Sonora. In 18go it was alone with
J Jeffrevin chzrge. In 1892, G. O. Ash. In 1893 it was sup-
plied by A. S. Rogers. In 1894, W. Burchett. In 1896. O.
M. Hester. In 18y7, S. C. Elliott. Members 30, one local
preacher, scholars in Sunday-school 65, a church valued at
$762, a parsonage valued at $874. paid pastor $600, presiding
clder 840, bishops $4. raised for missions $33. A model state
of finances.  Mr. and Mrs. Darron are lexding spirits in tais
little, but healthy ¢hurch.

Cottonwood was the destination of L. P. Walker. He
went there. IHe received $216 for his vear's work. He had
two Sundayv-schools with an aggregate of 5o scholars, then
Cottonwood was left off the list of appointments. It is by no
merns certain that this was proper destiny.

Pape Valley was supplied by \W, E. Read. In 1888 it was
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left to be supplied, and then dropped from the list until 18gs,
when it was in charge of J. Appleton. In 1896 it was supplied
by B.B. Conner, who was returned in 1897. Membenrs 44,
probationers 11, one local preacher, paid pastor $350, presid-
ing elder $27, bishops $1, raised for missions $18.

If the memory of the writer serves him correctly, it wa
during tfiis year that a society of Christian Endeavor was or
ganized in Grace Church, San Francisco. This was the firs
of the kind in the limits of our conference ‘‘The
Model Constitution’” was greatly changed. so as to
adapt the society to the economy of our Church.
Soon  afierward the society was introduced into
Central Church in the same city, and then in Oakland,
Santa Cruz and other places. The founding of the Epiorth
league a year or two later led to the substitution of that or-
ganization for the Christian Endeavor in most churches where
the latter had existed. The writer had not the data nor the
space to write up this very important movement as it ought to
be done. An event so recent will lose nothing by waiting
a while for a historian.



CHAPTER XLIIL

1888.
The Thirty-Sixth Conference,

Pacific Grove the place of meeting, September sth the
time of opening, the 10th the day of closing. Bishop Bow-
man the presiding officer, W. S. Urmy the secretary. W. A.
Spencer was present to represent the Church Extension
work, and in his last speech succeeded in taking a collection
that amounted to $394 for this cause. We received $30 from
the Chartered Fund, and $402 from the Book Concern, for our
Conference Claimants. Theodore F. Brink was ordained dea-
con under missionary rule, Andrew ]J. Bell, and John T. Vine-
yard were ordained deacons under local preacher’s rule.

This vezr marks a movement upon the part of the lavmen
of very great interest, and no small advantage. The Lay As-
sociation of the California Annual Conference was organized.
1t had been suggested one vear before by Rolla V. Watt of
San Francisco. The attention of the Lay Electoral Confer-
ence had by him been called to the subject, and as a conse-
quence a convention, made up of delegates from the various
churches, selected according to membership, so that every
church should have at least one delegate, met on th 6th of
September, and were called to order by P. Bohl of Sacra-
meuto. The following officers were elected : President, J. W.
Whiting of San Francisco: vice presidents, J. M. Buffington
of Oakland, . Bohl of Sacramento, and Mrs. S. E. Coe of
Napa: secret:ry, W, F. Gibson of San Francisco: assistant
secretiry, Chauncy Gaines of Derkeley; corresponding sec-
retary, C. A. Mavdwell of Sacramento.

Many valuable papers were read, and much discussion
held on vital questions of the Church and the hour. They re-
quested the annual conference to have the names of all super-
intendents published in the minutes, and as far as possible the
names of all district stewards—a thing that ought to be done.
At this ssssion there were 81 churches represented by 131
delegates.  From the first, the most cordial and pleasant rela-
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tions-have prevailed between this association and the Califor-
nia Conference. We shall notice its work year by year.

Statistics—Members of conference 166, probationers 16.
In the churches: members 10,663, probationers 1,235. local
preachers 135, Sunday-schools 207, officers and teachers 2.-
250, scholars 17,823, conversions 622, churches 173, probable
value $933.558, parsonages 94, probable value $111,140. Col-
lected for Conference Claimants $3,387. for missions, from
churches $6,684, from Sunday-schools $2,368, for Church Ex-
tension $1.903, for Sunday-school Union $317, for Tract So-
ciety $300, for Freedmen’s Aid $582, for Education $884. for
Bible Society $662, for Woman's Foreign Missionary Society
$58. (This is the first report for this cause. It was agreed
that while the Woman's Missionary Societv of the Pacific
Coast existed, the Woman's Foreign Missionary Society
should not enter the field) For Woman's Home Missionary
Society $188. The missionary appropriation for the benefit
-of work in the conference was $3,500 for the German, $4.500
for the English, $2,200 for the Swedish, $7.746 for the Chi-
nese, and $4.600 for the Japanese.

C. H. Afflerbach was made presiding elder of the German
District. Petaluma District was called Napa. No other
changes. There were 156 pastoral charges.

There were four transfers this vear. John R. Andrews,
from the Northwest Swedish Conference, came to labor
among his own people. His service has been greatly blessed.
He was received on trial in the Northwest Swedish Confer-
ence in 1882.

Carl F. Eltzholtz came from the Norwegian and Danish
Conference to work in connection with the mission -of that
people in California. He joined the West Wisconsin Confer-
ence in 1867, and was transferred to the Northwestern Nor-
wegian and Danish Conference in 18go.

T. W. Lincoln was transferred from the North Indiana
Conference. which body he joined in 1877. In 1892 he was
transferred to the Southern California Conference.

C. H. Beechgood has made an excellent record as a pas-
tor and preacher. He joined the North Indiana Conference
in 1885.

Ten probationers were admitted this vear. Archie O. Win-
ning is a son of E. A. Winning. He was discontinued at the
end of one vear at his own request. Charles F. Coy was re-
ceived into full connection in 1890, and has been doing faith-
ful work until this time.

Frank Kline Baker was born in Alexandria, Pennsylvania,
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May 4, 1866, converted at the age of sixteen, licensed to ex-
hort at the age of eighteen, and to preach at twenty-one. He
engaged in work for the Church at once, being especially suc-
cessful among the young people. In 1887 he married Miss
Bessie Thomas of his and her native place. He came to Cali-
fornia and joined the conference in 1888, was received into full
connection in 1890, and ordained elder in 1892. After a very
successful ministry of nine years, he was left without an ap-
pointment in 1897, to attend the Boston School of Theology.

Wallace E. Miller is a native of California, and had lived
for several years in Petaluma before entering the ministry.
He was received into full connection in 1890, ordained elder
in 1892, given a supernumerary relation in 1895, removed to
Denver and became a student in the Iliff School of Theolo-
gy, where he graduated in 1899.

Charles F. McNeill passed his studies with his class, did
good work, won the love of all who knew him, and went home
to glory all too soon for the good of the Church he ardently
loved. He was born in Fulton, Illinois, August 15, 1853.
When about four vears old his parents brought him to Califor-
nia. He was converted at Norta San Juan, under the labors of
S. H. Todd, when seventeen vears of age. Removing to Grass
\'alley, in 1876 he married Miss Elizabeth Glover, who helped
him while living, and now laments his deati. He was licensed
to preach by the Grass Valley Church in 1883, and in 1887
supplied the Church at Orland. The next year he was ap-
pointed to the same charge as a probationer in the confer-
ence. Among the charges he served was North San Juan,
where he had found the Sanor vears before. He was asked
for by his old friends, and for four years he was kept by them
in that work.

John E. Wright had been ordained elder under missionary
rule, and, if the writer mistakes not, was in missionary work
for a time. Ilis record has been of first rate character up to
this time.

Wilbur W. Tuoburn was a nephew of the celebrated mis-
sionary bishop to India. Ile was a graduate of the Boston
School of Theology, and, if the writer nustakes not, also of
the College of Liberal Arts of the Boston University. The
vear he was received on trial he was elected a professor in the
University of the acific.  He resigned in 1891, and after two
vears in the pastorate, accepted a position in the Stanford
University. In 1895 he located. A few vears later he died.
He was a professor in Stanford at the time of his death. He
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w"s also a valuable help to the young church in Palo Alto.
His spirit wes like his scholarship, of a high order.

James Whitaker was born in Cowling, Yorkshire, Eng-
land, December 29th, 1862. He was converted at the age of
fifteen, and joined the United Methodist Free Connection
Church. He was assistant class-leader and exhorter at sev-
enteen, and a local preacher at eighteen. He graduated from
Hulme Cliff College, Derbyshire, England, in 1888, and at
once came to America, entering the work in Nevada. Here
he filled most of the important appointments, until 18g96. - That
vear he received the degree of Ph.D. from the Alleghany Col-
lege, Penn., for post graduate work. That year he was also
left without an appointment to attend one of our schools. He
matriculated in the Iliff School of Theology, and graduated in
1899. He was not only a first class student, but a very suc-
cessful pastor while attending school.

Jemes H. N. Williams was born in Nevada City, Califor-
nia, November 21, 1866. When about four years old his par-
ents took him to England, their native country. He was
converted April 6, 1881. He was licensed to preach on the
St. Agnes Circuit, Cornwall, July 6, 1885. He was accepted
by the Wesleyan Methodist Conference as a candidate for the
ministry in 1887, but came to America, and joined the Cali-
fornia Conference in 1888. For six years he labored in the
Nevada Mission, four of which he was secretary of the mission
conference. In 1894 his field was changed, and since that
time he has labored within the bounds of the California Con-
ference. His work has been highly successful everywhere.
He married Miss Jessie B. F. Drouillard of Cedarville, Cal-
ifcrnia, September 28, 1891.

Garberville was this yvear a separate charge, supplied by
F. R. Walton, who was received into the conference the next
vear and reappointed. But that year Phillipsville was added.
In 180 both names disappear from the appointments.

Lakeport and Kelseyville was a charge supplied this year,
by W. G. Trudgeon. He reported 72 communicants, 38
Sunday-school scholars, a church valued at $2,400, and a par-
sonage valued at $200. In 18go, J. Appleton. In 1891, H. C.
Richardson. In 1892, Kelsevville alone was named, and it
was supplied by W. S. Bryant. In 1893, supplied by William
Floyd. In 1894 it was not named, but appears again in 1897 as
Kelseyville and Lower Lake, in charge of L. W. Simmons.

West Point was taken up as an appointment by Henry
Hicks, who supplied Oleta and other points in 1882 and the

N)
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year following. A class was formed, and by the aid of the
Church Extension Society a church was built and dedicated
by the writer in the spring of 1886. It was that year a part of
the Valley Springs Circuit, and F. E. McCallum was in
charge. It remained with Valley Springs until 1888, when it
became a separate charge, with W. P. S. Duncan its pastor.
In 1889, L. P. Walker. In 1891, and in 1892, it was left
to be supplied. In 1893, W. P. S. Duncan. In 18gs, it was
supplied by F. M. Willis. In 1896 1t was supplied by M. J.
Gough. He was reappointed in 1897. Members 6, one pro-
bationer, scholars in Sunday-school 44, a church valued at
$1.500, a parsonage valued at $100. paid pastor $365. presid-
ing elder $6, raised for missions $7.

Sissons was supplied this year by C. H. Darling. In 1889,
T. B. Hopkins. In 18go, supplied by W. H. Robinson. In
1891. D. F. Kuffel. In 1892, it was not in the list of appoint-
ments. It appeared again in 1894 with W. H. Gleason supply-
ing it. In 1895 the name was omitted. : i

San Pablo Avenue and Temescal in Oakland was made
a charge this year with G. H. McCracken pastor. A lot was
secured on Thirty-fourth street, and the church formerly used
by the Swedish Church moved upon it, and thus began the his-
tory of Thirty-fourth Streét Church. In 1889, J. N. \an
Every. In 1891, E. P. Dennett. In 1893, S. Hirst. In 1804,
G. H. Jones. In 189y, E. F. Brown. Members 76, probation-
ers 6, one local preacher, scholars in Sunday-school 104, a
church valued at $2,500, paid pastor $660, presiding elder
$30, bishops $3, raised for missions $32.

It seems strange that there should have been two
appointments named, respectively, East San Jose, and
Webster Street, San Jose, even though the latter
was left to be supplied. However, out of the two
came one church, Bowman as it was first called,
and Webster Street as it is now called. The first name
was given it in memory of G. B. Bowman, who took a lively
interest in the enterprise, and by whose gift it was made
practicable. The first report of this church, given by I. Brill,
its pastor, gave it 42 communicants, 80 scholars in Sunday-
school and a church valued at $4,511. In 1889, W. T. Mayne.
In 1891, A. J. Nelson. In 1892, O. G. Hughson. In 18g4,
W. B. Priddy. A debt, which had greatly embarrassed the
society, was largely reduced during this pastorate. In 1897,
A. J. Hanson. Members 5o, scholars in Sunday-school 85,
a church valued at $3,000, a parsonage valued at $1,500, paid
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pastor $455, presiding elder $20, bishops $3, raised for mis-
sions $11.

Soquel was supplied this yvear by John Clark, a local elder.
Services were held regularly in the early fifties. They were
generally conducted by local preachers, and the place of meet-
ing was a school house. The organization of a Congregation-
al Church led to the abandonment of the place by the Meth-
odists. C. D. Cushman, formerly a member of conference,
happening to reside in the place, resolved to have his own
Church represented in Soquel. No report was made of it in
1889, but still it was left to be supplied. It did not again ap-
pear until 1892, when C. H. Darling supplied it. He brought
forth results. At the end of the year he reported 59 communi-
cants, 42 scholars in Sunday-school, and a church valued at
$1,500. In 1893, J. E. Henderson. In 1895, supplied by
Hugh Baker. In 1896 it was called Soquel and Valencia, and
was supplied by Alfred J. Case. Both of these last named
pastors were students in the University of the Pacific. In
1897 it was left to be supplied. Members 39, probationers
25, scholars in Sunday-school 30, a church valued at $2,000,
paid pastor $140, presiding elder $5, raised for missions $5.



CHAPTER XLIV.
1889,
The Thirty-Seventh Conference.

It convened on the 11th of September and closed on the
16th. Bishop Foster presided. Seventeen yvears had elapsed
since his first visit. Dr. Urmy was secretarv. Besides our
regular $30 from the Chartered Fund, we this year received
$1.278 from the Book Concern. Tt was a thank offering. in
view of the hundredth anniversary of the founding of that
institution. A. B. Leonard was present to represent the Mis-
sionary Society of the Church. An unpleasant occurrence
marred the pleasure of his visit, .and greatly mortified the
conference. Dr. Leonard’s addresses were earnest and elo-
quent, and were much enjoyed by all who heard him. Om
Sunday night he animadverted on the treatment of the Chi-
nese by Californians in no light manner. Some took umbrage,
among them the waiters of the Hotel Carmelo, who refused to
bring him his breakfast the next morning. The proprietor of
the hotel had to turn waiter, or our missionary Secretary had
been compelled to start on his journey with an empty stom-
ach.

The second session of the Laymen’s Association convened
on the 12th, at 3 p. m. James Williamson of Santa Cruz
opened the meeting with praver. The officers elected were
Rolla V. Watt of San Francisco, president; John R. Sims of
San Francisco, Joseph Kline of Dixon and Mrs. Dr. Hinkle of
Oakland, vice-presidents: H. H. Camper of Chico, secretary:
Elam Biggs of Grass \'alley, assistant secretary ; W. F. Crone-
miller of Sacramento, corresponding secretary; Henry Tre-
goning of San Jose, treasurer. A lengthy report was read by
the committee on the State of the Church. Another commit-
tee, appointed last vear, reported on “Permanent Support of
Superannuates.” Mr. Buffington was chairman of the com-
mittee, but though on the ground. was not able to be present
at the Association. Rolla V. Watt read the report. The plan
proposed may be seen in one sentence of the report: *What
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we want is a fund created by the laymen, and managed by the
lavmen, the income from which must be paid to the claimants
according to their needs.” This committee was continued for
another year. W. H. Rouse of Oakland read a paper on
Church Libraries. C. A. Leaman on “Reminiscences of Early
Methodism.” G. S. Keys of Oakland contributed a paper on
“What we Ought Reasonably to Expect from the Pulpit.” A
paper was read by Henry French of San Jose on “Our Pub-
lishing Interests.” W. F. Gibson of San Francisco read a pa-
per on “The Future of Methodism.” C. O. Burton of San
ranciseo read a paper on “The California Christian Advocate.”
Chancellor Hartson of Napa made an evening address of an
hour’s length on “The Anti-Saloon Alliance.” His views were
in substzntial accord with those adopted by the “Anti-Saloon
League” afterward or‘g"anized in the East. A committee ap-
pointed to consider what was to be done in reference to. the
Episcopal Residence, then very heavily in debt, reported in
favor of giving it up unless the other conferences should take
hold and do their part. A great debate arose over this sub-
ject, which eventuated in tabling the report, which had heen
signed by four out of the five committeemen. Then the
proposition was made to proceed at once to raise the sum
needed. In a short time $9,000 were subscribed, which with
$1,000 more which Dr. Hammond undertook to raise in the
bounds of the Southern California Conference, and which he
did raise, paid the debt that embarrassed the property. It
ought to be said that no men did miore in raising this amount
than those who signed the report that was tabled. Eighty-
three charges were represented in this association this year,
and there were one hundred and sixtyv-two delegates.

Statistics. Members of conference 167, probationers 19,
members of churches 11,762, probationers 1,362, local preach-
ers 117, Sunday-schools 1go, officers and teachers 2.496,
scholars 18,204, conversions 692, churches 171, probable value
099,793, parsonages 92, probable value $125,222, collected for
Conference Claimants $3,942, for missions, from Churches
$6,768, from Sunday-schools $3,173, for Church Extension
$2,221, for Sunday-school Union $318, for Tract Society $273,
for Freedmen’s Aid $636, for Education $748, for Bible Soci-
ety $642, for Woman’s Foreign Missions $39, for Woman’s
Home Missions $387. The conference received from the Mis-
sionary Society $4,500 for English work, $1,870 for Swedish,
$1.000 for Norwegian and Danish, $7.500 for Chinese, and
85,545 for Japanese. . ’ ‘
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W. S. Urmy was placed on the Napa District. A German
Mission Conference was this year formed. Not counting the
German Churches, there were 144 pastoral charg'ea

The transfers this vear were as follows: C. Sawyer
from the Wisconsin Conference, W. H. Scott from the South-
ern Illinois, J. N. Van Every from the North Dakota, James
Blackledge from the Southern California, F. U. Liljigren from
the Northwest Swedish. We have no information concern-
ing any of these, and can only append a few brief notes.

W. C. Sawyer joined the New England Conference in
1865. He did good service in the University until 1895, when
he resigned and entered the Boys’ School in Belmont. He
remained there until 1888, when he took a supernumerary
relation. He resides at Berkeley. W. H. Scott joined the
Southern Illinois Conference in 1874, and was at the time of
his transfer, and is vet, a chaplain in the army. -J. A. Van
Every joined the Missouri Conference in 1870. He withdrew
from the conference in 1891. He is a local elder now living
in Oakland.

James Blackledge joined the Philadelphia Conference in
1877. After two years in the pastorate here, he became a pro-
fessor in the Tamalpais Acadamy. In 1895 he was professor
in the Berkeley Gymnasium. In 1896 he was principal of the
Peralta Acadamy, and in 1897 he was made supernumerary.
F. U. Liljigren came to work among the Swedes. He con-
tinued in that work until 1895, when he was transferred to the
Colorado Conference.

Two were admitted on certlﬁcate of location. Joel M.
Clark joined the West Kansas Conference in 1885. He was
made supernumerary in the California Conference in 1891,
and in 1896 he was located at his own request.

H. C. Langley was born in Greene County, Ohio, August
25, 1844. He yielded to the first convictions he felt as to his
duty to serve God. He united with the Church at the age of
fourteen. After attending a seminary and a normal school,
he engaged in teaching.  While principal of a grammar
school he was licensed to preach in 1869. In the spring of the
next year he united with the Missouri Conference. He came
to California in 1883 on account of his wife’s health. He
supplied charges for a time before joining the conference. He
is still usefully at work.

Eight were received on trial. W. P. Grant, Frank R.
Walton, and Hugh Copeland have been received into full
connection, and are doing excellent work.
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Samuel Hirst was received into full connection in 1891.
In 1894 he took a supernumerary relation, and in 1896 he lo-
cated. He is now a local elder residing in Vallejo.

Nelson F. Bird was born January 27, 1862, in Ontario,
Canada. He was religious and strictly moral from childhood,
but made his more perfect consecration to God in his twen-
tieth year. For a time he worked with the Salvation Army,
but exposure and hard service brought on disease, and he had
to desist. Getting strength again, he went to school, supplied
work in the Church, and was for a time Secretary of the Y. M.
C. A. in Sacramento. Joining the conference in 1889, he did
not live to serve out one vear of his probation. He died May
29th, 18go.

Henry C. Richardson was left without an appointment to
attend one of our schools. He has spent several years getting
an education, and has not yet been received into full con-
nection.

Henry B. Roller was a German, and entered the German
work, which was then under the control of a Mission Con-
ference. He became a member of the German Annual Con-
ferencé at its formation in 18gr1.

Tetsujiro Hasegawa was a Japanese. He spent some years
in Eastern schools, and was transferred to the Japan Confer-
ence as a probationer in 1894. ‘

Among the names continued on trial this year is that of
James E. Bailey. As it was not in the list of names in the
“‘disciplinary questions” of 1888 it was overlooked. Mr.
Bailey was received into full connection in 1890, continued
in the work until 1896, when he withdrew.

Fortuna on the Napa District was supplied by Colin An-
derson. He reported 36 communicants, and a church valued
at $1,800. It was then left off the list until 1896, when it is
found with F. W. Loyd in charge. In 1897, H. A. Atkinson.
Members 42, probationers 5, Sunday-school scholars 100, a
church valued at $1,500, paid pastor $386, presiding elder $38,
bishops $2, raised for missions $18.

Nevarro Ridge and Greenwood was this year a separate
charge with J. M. Clark its pastor. He reported 18 communi-
cants, 40 Sunday-school scholars, and a church valued at
$1,200. In 1891 it was Nevarro Ridge and Philo, left to be
supplied. In 1892 it was supplied by Colin Anderson. In 1893
it was Nevarro Ridge and Ft. Bragg, left to be supplied. This
was its last appearance.

In 1876 a camp ground, which had formerly been in use
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by the Green Valley Church, situated on the lands of Henry
Marshall, was exchanged for one in the redwoods near
Guerneville. Here for many years a camp-meeting was held
each summer. The writer remembers having enjoyed one of
these feasts in the summer of 1882. He slept for nearly a
week each night in the second story of a hollow redwood
tree. There was a room on the ground floor, and his room
was above it, reached by a stairway winding around the tree.
He had plenty of room, and could receive company, if not
more than four or five at a time. Just when the first society
was organized in the village is not known, but it was some
- timé previous to the vear we are now considering. J. A. Van
Auken, a local preacher, was placed in charge. He reported
21 communicants, 150 scholars in Sunday-school, and a
church valued at $500. In 1890 it was not mentioned. In
1891, H. B. Sheldon. In 1892, J. E. Bailey .In 1894, supplied
by Owen E. Hotle. In 1895, supplied by J. C. Bolster. In
1896, L. W. Simmons. In 1897, supplied by W. S. Trow-
bridge. Members 26, probationers 12, Sunday-school scholars
45, a church valued at $1,000, paid pastor $199, presiding elder
$4. raised for missions $7.

Nord, on the Sacramento District, was this year left to be
supplied. It lacked the supply. In 18go it was supplied by
Ernest Gregg. In 1891, G. G. Walter. In 1892, supplied by
J. Massie. In 1893, supplied by H. J. Smith. In 1895, sup-
plied by D. T. Monroe. In 1897, suplied by G. O. Hundley.
No members nor Sunday-school reported. A church valued
at $1,300 and a parsonage valued at $200. Paid pastor $196.

Pleasant Grove and Sheridan was this year supplied by T.
Murrish. He reported 40 communicants, 8 Sunday-school
scholars, and two churches valued together at $2,700. In
18go it was called simply Pleasant Grove, Mr. Murrish still in
charge. In 1892, supplied by W. S. Withrow. In 1895, P. P.
Hamilton. In 1896 it was called Pleasant Grove and Sheri-
dan, with J. Williams in charge. In 189y it was left to be sup-
plied. Members 42, one local preacher, g6 scholars in Sunday-
school, two churches valued at $2.400, paid pastor $318, pre-
siding elder $31, bishops $2, raised for missions $8.

Newman Circuit was this yvear named and supplied by J.
Jefferv. He reported 31 communicants, and 15 scholars in
Sunday-school, but no church property. In 18go, W. P. S.
Duncan. In 1892, J. E. Wickes. In 1894, C. H. Kirkbride.
In 1846, S. E. Crowe. In 1897, W. T. Curnow. Members 355.
probationers 9, Sunday-school scholars 100, a church valued
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at $3,000, a parsonage valued at $500, paid pastor $672, pre-
siding elder $27, bishops $1, raised for missions $11.

Campbells and Saratoga were set apart as a charge this
year, with T. B. Hopkins its pastor. At the end of his second
year he reported 99 communicants, 115 Sunday-school schol-
ars, a church valued at $3,500, which church was at Camp-
bells. In 1895 Saratoga was set off as a charge by itself, and
Campbells was in charge of W. Anguin. His pastorate passes
the time fixed as our limit. Members 106, one local preacher,
130 scholars in Sunday-school, a church valued at $3,000, a
parsonage valued at $1,100, paid pastor $1,050, presiding elder
$38, bishops $8, raised for missions $76.



CHAPTER XLV.

1890.
The Thirty-Eighth Conference.

On the tenth of September Bishop Goodsell called the con-
ference to order in the Grove. W. S .Urmy being a presiding
elder, a new secretary was chosen. The choice fell on M. D.
Buck as the result of the third ballot. G. W. Gray was present
at the conference in the interests of the Freedmen’s Aid Soci-
ety, of which he was the Assistant Corresponding Secretary.
The usual $30 from the chartered fund, and the unusual sum
of 81,197 from the Book Concern, came to aid the confer-
ence in caring for its claimants.

The Lay Association met on the 11th and organized by the
election of Peter Bohl of Sacramento, president; Dr. J. N.
Bird of San Francisco, W. L. Oge of San Rafael, and Mrs.
Dr. Bentley of Oakland, vice-presidents; Robert McElroy of
San Francisco, secretary; James L. Case of San Francisco,
assistant secretary; E. S. Finch of Oakland, correspond-
ing secretary. The following summary of papers read.
and addresses delivered, will serve to show the drift of thought
in this representative meeting of laymen. Addresses by min-
isters, of which there were several, are not here mentioned.
They came in as a matter of course. Report of the committee
on the state of the Church, read by W. L. Oge of San Rafael.
An address by Miss Sarah M. Severance of Gilroy, on the ad-
mission of women to the General Conference. A paper by H.
J. McCoy of San Francisco, on “The Relation of the Methodist
Episcopal Church to Non-church Going Young Men.” A
paper by Chauncy Dunn of Sacramento, on “The Tendency
to Substitute the Prayer Meeting for the Class Meeting. R.
\W. Bell of Santa Rosa, sent a paper on “Expenses of Super-
vision in OQur Church, from a Layman’s Standpoint.” A paper
on “Young People’s Work,” by James F. Forderer of Ala-
meda. A paper by Professor S. D. Waterman on “Church
Music.” M. T. Holcomb of Oakland, read a paper on “Bus-
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iness Methods in Church Finance.” J. W. Butler of San
Francisco, gave an address on “The Bible in the Sunday-
school.” A paper by L. P. Craft of San Jose, on “The Liter-
ary and Social Work of the Church.” Chauncey Gaines of
Berkeley delivered an address on “Equal Representation in
the General Conference.” An organization was effected to
collect and invest money for the benefit of Conference Claim-
ants. The following trustees of this society were elected. J.
W. Whiting, James A. Clayton, S. E. Holden, R. V. Watt, N.
J. Bird, Peter Bohl, Justus Greeley, C. W. Kinsey, and S. W.
Ferguson. The Association passed a resolution that women
were entitled to seats in all bodies of the Methodist Episco-
pal Church. One hundred and sixty delegates were present,
representing 79 charges.

Statistics. Members of conference 183, probationers 24,
local preachers 136, members of churches 12,378, probationers
1,710, churches 176, probable value $1,088,379, parsonages 91,
probable value $127,250, Sunday-schools 210, officers and
teachers 2,468, scholars 18,656, conversions 1,076, collected
for Conference Claimants $4,148, for missions, from Churches
$6,972, from Sunday-schools $3,153, for Woman’s Foreign
Missions $76, for Woman's Home Missions $838, for Church
Extension $2,062, for Tract Society. $323, for Bible Society
$567, for Sunday-school Union $345, for Freedmen’s Aid
$693. Education $860. Received for English work $4,530,
for Swedish $1,300, for Norwegian and Danish $1,170."

The Stockton District was now called the Oakland. A. N.
Fisher was appointed to a new district called the Honolulu.
No other changes. There were 158 pastoral charges.

The following transfers were received at this conference
session. Graebert Anderson from the Norwegian and Danish
Conference, who came to labor among his own people. In
1892 he was transferred to the Western Norwegian and Dan-
ish Conference.

J. P. Bishop from the Colorado. He did one year’s work
and then took a supernumerary relation. In 1892 he was
transferred to the Cincinnati Conference.

Angelo Canoll was transferred from the Providence Con-
ference. He was born in Albany, New York, July 8, 1832.
He was reared in the Protestant Episcopal Church, but at the'
age of sixteen he was converted and joined the Methodist
Church. His opportunities of education were limited, but
most faithfully used. He joined the Troy Conference in 1852.
In 1860 he married Miss Sarah E. Wood of West Troy, N. Y.
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He died in Chico, March 22, 1895. It was said of him by one
who knew, “He had the instincts of a poet, as well as the
temperament and genius of an orator. A sweet singer, he
was a composer of hymns and tunes of rare merit.”

Chan Hon Fan was a transfer from the Oregon Confer-
ence, though a fruit of our mission in San Francisco. He
joined the Puget Sound Conference in 1884. He has been
faithfully and ably at work among his people since that time.
A. X. Fisher has been written about in another place.

Gottlob Jaiser came from the West German Conference.
It is presumable that he became a member of the German Con-
ference in 1891.

S.V.Leech was a special transfer from the Troy Confer-
ence. He remained two vears and was then transferred to the
Colorado Conference.

Joseph R. Watson was a transfer from the Idalo Confer-
ence. He joined the Central Illinois Conference in 1881. He
remains with us doing effective work.

Three were received on their credentials’ from other
Methodist bodies. Herman Bauer came to us from the Evan-
gelical Association, and went with the German ministers into
that conference.

Otto Christofferson was from the Wesleyan Conference of
New Zealand, and in 1892 went into the Norwegian and Dan-
ish Conference. .

James Young was born in Calderside, Blantyre, Scot-
land, April 17, 1857. He was brought by his parents to Can-
ada in 1858. While attending High School at Smithville, the
sudden death of a schoolmate led to his conversion. He was
then about fifteen yvears of age. Only three years later he
preached his first sermon in the presence of his teachers and
fellow students. He united with the Niagara Conference of
the Canadian Methodist Episcopal Church in 1878. He did
very efficient work in that Church, and also in the Canadian
Methodist Church after the union. In 1884 he entered Garrett
Biblical Institute, whence he graduated in 1888. Persuing his
studies for a time in a normal school in Indiana, he reached
California in 18¢go. His work was in every way acceptable and
useful until 1896, when poor health caused him to take a sup-
ernumerary relation. He engaged in business in order to
provide for his mother, in whose behalf he carried an insur-
ance on his life. He continued however, to preach as often as
opportunity occured. The last Sunday of his life he preached
twice at places some miles apart. ‘The evening sermon was
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one of unusual power. It was his last cry to a dying world,
himself dying at the time. At the close of the sermon he
sang the words:

My soul in sad exile was out on life’s sea,
So burdened with sin and distressed,

Till I heard a sweet voice sayving. make me your choice,
And I entered the haven of rest.

At midnight of that day he awoke saying, “My head, my
head!’ and in a short time became unconscious. He died
Monday evening, March 14, 1898. Thus quickly he realized
the fruition of the last verse of the song he sang less than
twenty-four hours before his death.

“I've anchored my soul in the haven of rest,
I’11 sail the wide seas no more;

The tempest may sweep o'er the wild stormy deep,
In Jesus I'm safe evermore.’

One of the largest elasses in the history of the conference
was received on trial this year. Of many of them little is
known by the writer. None of them have given any account
of their early life. We shall name them all briefly, tell what
is known., William Ackroyd was transferred as a probationer
to the New York Conference in 1892. George Wallace
Beattie is a useful member of our conference. Herbert F.
Briggs is the youngest son of Dr. M. C. Briggs, a native of
California, a graduate of the Northwestern and of the Bos-
ton School of Theology, has taken a two years’ post graduate
course in Germany, and is at this time a member of our confer-
ence, and doing.splendid work as a professor in the Iliff
School of Theology. M. S. Cross still abides with us serving
the Church very efficiently as professor in our University.
James Jeffery is one of our valuable young men. Joseph
Johms was discontinued at the end of one year. George H.
Jones is well educated and doing good service for the Mas-
ter. Gustav E. Kallstadt was a Swede, and labored among
his people. In 1893 he was transferred to the Northwest
Swedish Conference. Frederick A. McFaull was received into
full connection at the proper time, continued in the work until
1896, when he withdrew from the conference. George M.
Meese is still at work making a good record. Henry Pearce
spent several years in Nevada, but is now doing good work in
the bounds of the conference to which he has all the time been
attached. ‘William C. Robins is making good proof of his call.
Teikichi Sunamoto is a Japanese who remained on trial until
1894 when he was transferred to the Japan Conference. 1.
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Takatori was another Japanese. He died before the year end-
ed. Charles E. Winning is a son of E. A. Winning, and is
making a valuable pastor and preacher. Frederick R. Winsor
has spent his time and labors in the Nevada Mission, where he
seems to be a valuable minister.

Manchester comes into view with W, P. Grant in charge.
He was followed by C. F. McNeill in 1895. In 1896 Novarro
was added, McNeill still in charge. In 1897, D. W. Calfee.
Though the name in the appointment this year is simply
Manchester, the name in the statistical tables the next vear
-‘was Manchester and Greenwood. Members 9o, probationers
17, Sunday-school scholars 65, two churches valued at $3,500,
a parsonage valued at $800. paid pastor $750, presiding elder
‘$56, bishops $8, raised for missions $33. o

Sebastopol is a name that perpetuates Russian occupation
of California soil. It was long before this time connected with
other charges, whose history must suffice for this also. This
year it stood by itelf with L. Ewing in charge. The next vear
it was Sebastopol and Bloomfield, with Ewing still in charge.
In 1895 it was simply Sebastopol with: F. L. Tuttle in charge.
In 1893, supplied by T. R. Bartley. In 1896, J.C. Bolster, who
was returned in 1897. Members 121, probationers 19, one
local preacher, 160 scholars in Sunday-school, a church valued
at $3,500, a parsonage valued at $800, paid pastor $700, pre-
siding elder $40, bishops $2, raised for missions $14.

Dunsmuir was supplied this year by G. W. Richardson.
In 1891, W. E. Miller. In 1892, T. E. Sisson. In 1893, sup-
plied by W. H. Northrup. 1In 1894, W. C. Gray. In 1893
Dunsmuir and Sisson had E. H. Mackay as pastor. In 1896,
H. C. Langley. In 1897 it was alone and supplied by J. W.
Johnstone. Members 16, scholars in Sunday-school 6o, a
.church valued at $1,500, a parsonage valued at $600, paid
pastor $500, presiding elder $39, raised for missions $7.

Round Mountain was made a charge this year, but left to
'be supplied. It was not named m 1891, but in 1892 it was
supplied by C. H. Pahn. In 1893 it was left to be supplied.
In 1894, supplied by H. J. Smith. In 1895 it was suppﬁed by
‘G. C. Gaban. He remained in charge until our historic period
was past. Members, 49, probationers 7, Sunday-school schol-
ars 50, a church valued at $230, paid pastor $220, presiding
-elder $10, bishops $2.

Golden Gate is a suburb of Oakland. This year it was
made a charge under the suprevision of F. K. Baker. In
1891, J. B. Chynoweth. In 1894, H. L. Gregory. In 1893, J.
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E. Henderson. In 1896, J. R. Wolfe. In 1897, H. O. Edson..
Members 49, probationers 3, Sunday-school scholars 74, a
church valued at $7,000, paid pastor $396, presiding elder $13,.
bishops $1, raised for missions $6

A new charge in Oakland called Twenty-third Avenue, was-
started this year, with John Watson, a local preacher, belong--
ing to Eight Avenue, in charge. A lot was secured, a half
board and half canvass tabernacle erected, which served the
purpose of a church until 1894. It then gave place to the pres-
ent structure which cost about $8,000. A debt was left which
nearly swamped the enterprise. It was paid part at a time,
until the pastorate of E. M. Hill, who heroically raised the last
$3,000. However this takes us beyond our period. During
the pastorate of G. R. Stanley the location was changed to
Twentyv-fourth avenue, and the name changed accordingly.
The pastorates were as follows: In 1891, G. R. Stanley. In
1893, W..S. Kelly. In 1895, T. S. L.Wallis. In 1897, J. L.
Trefien. Members 70, probationers 3, Sunday-school schol-
ars 75, a church valued at $8,000, paid pastor $602, presiding
elder $25, bishops $2, raised for missions $12.

St. Paul's, San Francisco, except as pertaining to a Ger-
man Church, is an unknown Methodist organization in that
city. Yet here it is, though left to be supplied. Perhaps it
was the suggested name of a new charge to be started on Van
Ness avenue. Such a charge, though not by this name, was
reported by G. W. Beatty in 1891, at which time R. S. Cantine
was appointed to it. Property was bought or bargained for,
and a temporary building erected thereon. It was supposed
that a gift from Samuel Hancock, a prominent layman of
Howard-street Church, had made this venture a certain suc-
cess in the future. In 1892 Dr. Cantine left the charge, and
Samuel Hirst was appointed. In 1893, J. Kirby. In 1894 it
was abandoned. There is considerable history connected with
this enterprise, with some of which the writer is acquainted.
However he dares not write more without more fully knowing
all the facts.



CHAPTER XLVI

1891.
The Thirty-Ninth Conference.

It met on the gth of September and adjourned on the 15th.
Bishop Mallalieu presided and M. D. Buck was secretary. e
received $3¢ from the Chartered Fund, and $1,560 from the
Book Concern, for our Conference Claimants. The last named
amount was greeted with prolonged applause. Dr. J. O.
Peck 1epiesented the Missionary Society, and largely
contributed to keep the conference in revival heat while it
lasted. Dr. Homer Eaton of the Book Concern was also pres-
ent during much of the session. It was at this time that the
Fred Finch Orphanage took its rise through an organization
effected by the conference. Its history is too long to be re-
hearsed here. Captain and Mrs. D. B. Finch will have the
gratitude of hundreds and probably thousands, of homeless
orphans, for their generous contribution to this cause. The
.quadrennial election of delegates took place at this time. On
the second ballot C. V. Anthony and J. N. Beard were elected.
‘On the third ballot W. R. Gober and J. D. Hammond were
elected. J .Coyle and W. W. Case were reserve delegates.

The Lay Electoral Conference met on the 11th and elected
E. W. Playter of Oakland, and Chauncey Gaines of Berkeley
delegates. C. B. Perkins of San Francisco, and Chauncey
Dunn of Sacramento, reserve delegates. As Mr. Gaines mov-
ed out of the bounds of the conference before the session of
the General Conference, C. B. Perkins went in this place.

The Lay Association met on the 1oth, and elected the
following officers: Chauncey Gaines of Berkeley, president;
L. P. Kraft of San Jose, W. F. Cronemiller of Sacramento,
and Mrs. S. E. Holden of Napa, vice-presidents; Joseph G.
Sanchez of San Francisco, secretary; L. J. Norton of Napa,
corresponding sercretary; M. T. Holcomb of Oakland. treas-
arer.  The following papers were read and the subjects more
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or less discussed. A lengthy report of the committee on the -
state of the Church, contributed by Dr. W. F. Lewis of Oak-
land. The committee on the permanent support of superan-
nuates reported a relief organization effected, and the first
installment of $100 paid over to the conference stewards. The
first contribution to this fund was made by Mrs. Ava Austin
of Vallejo. She gave the sum of $2,000, the largest amount
yet contributed. O. G. Hughson read a paper on the “Ep-
worth League—Past and Future.” Professor W. D. Kings-
bury read a paper on the “Epworth Guards,” a branch of the
“Boys‘ Brigade,” then quite popular in San Francisco. Dr.
Lewis of Oakland contributed a paper on “Normal Training,
and the Graded Sunday-school.” E. A. Girvin of San Fran-
cisco contributed a paper on “Practical Church Work in Our
Cities.” Affectionate resolutions were passed in reference to
J. M. Buffington of Oakland, Edward Moore of Stockton,
and Gilbert R. Keyes of Oakland, all of whom had died dur-
ing the year. Seventy-eight charges were represented by 156
delegates.

Statistics. Members of conference, 180; probationers, 28
members of churches, 12,855; probationers, 1,673; local
‘preachers, 140; Sunday-schools, 227; officers and teachers,
2,540; scholars, 19,587; conversions, 811; churches, 188;
probable value, $1,173,470; collected for missions—from
churches, $8,008; from Sunday-schools, $2,909; for Woman’s
Foreign Missions, $164 ; for Woman’s Home Missions, $2,880;
for Conference Claimants, $4,674; for Church Extension, $2,-
000; for Tract Society, $378; for American Bible Society,
$486; for Sunday-school Union, $393; for Freedmen’s Aid,
$1,563 ; for Education, $826. Amounts from the Missionary
Society—$4,265 for English work, $1,736 for the Swedish
wark, $1,551 for Norwegian and Danish, $7,737 for Chi-
nese, and $4,960 for Japanese.

We will give the districts as manned this year. Napa, W.
S. Urmy. Oakland, R. Bentley. Sacramento, A. T. Need-
ham. San Francisco, F. D. Bovard. Honolulu District,
abandoned. There were 155 pastoral appointments,

R. S. Cantine came to us from the Southern California
‘Conference. He joined the Rock River Conference in 1869.
In 1897 he was transferred back to the Southern California
Conference, where he is still at work. He is a man of great
abilities.

Eli McClidh is a graduate of the Northwestern Univer-
sity, and also of Garrett Biblical Institute. He united with
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the Central Illinois ‘Conference in 1871. He had been several’
years in the educational work before coming to California.
After two very successful pastorates he accepted the position-
of President of our University, where he is doing valuable ser-
vice now.

Thomas Leak came from the West Wisconsin Conference,
which Hady he joined in 1887. He is doing effective work.

August Peterson came to us from the Southern California
Conference, and labored for one year among the Swedes. He
then took a supernumerary relation, which he has kept to this
time.

Isaac Crook was a transfer from the Kentucky Confer-
ence. Ide came as President of the University. In 1893 he
resigned his position, and was transferred to the Nebraska
Conference. :

Ross Taylor was re-admitted on his certificate of location,
and appointed editor of the African News. In 1897 he was
transferred to one of the New York Conferences.

S. E. Crowe was re-admitted on his credentials from the:
Idaho Conference. He joined the Columbja River Confer-
ence in 1881. He is still doing effective work.

Twelve probationers were received at this conference: Si--
mon L. Boyers was transferred to the Central Ohio Confer-
ence in 1892. Frank E. Brown was received into full connec--
tion in 1893. He was in the Nevada Mission until 1897. Wil-
liam Burchett dropped out of the class at the end of the vear.
Sokichi Doi, a Japanese, was received into full connection in
1893, and withdrew from the conference in 1896. Zinjiro Hi-
rota was also a Japanese. He was received into full connec-
tion in 1893, and continues in the work. David F. Kuffel was.
received into full connection in 1893, was made supernumer-
ary in 1894, and withdrew from the conference in 1895. Tei-
kichi Matsuda had his name changed according to a peculiar
custom in Japan, and the next year is found in the Minutes as.
Teikichi Kawabe. In 1893 he was discontinued. John S.
Meracle attended Boston University, and in 1895 was trans-
ferred to the St. Louis Conference. William H. Robinson
was discontinued at the end of one vear. John Stephens has
made a most gratifying success in his ministry. He lives to-
be heard from. Theodore Taylor was received into full con-
nection in 1893. He has been continuously in Nevada Mis-
sion since he joined the conference. Henry J. Winsor was
received into full connection in 1892, and so his probation
must have dated from 18go. though there is no statement to
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that effect in the Minutes of that year. He, too, was in the Ne-
vada Mission until 18g6.

Farmington in the eighties was an important appointment
-on the Linden charge. At that time services were held in a
church owned by the Cumberland Presbyterians. In 1891 it
was made a separate charge, with J. Stephens pastor. In 1893,
J. W. Ross. In 1804, T. S. L. Wallis. In 1895, T. B. Palmer.
In 1897, F. A. Morrow. Members, 72; probationers, 8; Sun-
day-school scholars, 131; two churches, valued .together at
$4,500; one parsonage, valued at $1,200; paid pastor $850;
presiding elder, $50; bishops, $6; raised for missions, $29.

Pine Grove is a few miles from Volcano. It belonged to the
Volcano work, and probably took the name of the charge this
year. In the elghtles we held services in a hall.” In 1891 it
was supplied by W. S. Withrow. In 1895, supplied by Rob-
ertson Burley. In 1896, supplied by H. O. Edson. In 1897,
E. J. Wilson. Members, 44 ; probationers, 9; Sunday-school
scholars, 85; two churches—probably one at Volcano—val-
ued together at $1,800; paid pastor, $419; presiding elder,
$10: bishops, $2; raised for missions, $5.

Olinda on the Sacramento District was this year supplied
by W. W. Gleason. In 1893, A. L. Walker. In 1896 1t was
Olinda and Enterprise, Walker still in charge. In 1897 Olinda
was alone with Charles B. Messenger supplying it. Members,
105 ; probationers, 15; Sunday-school scholars, 50; one church
valued at $750; paid pastor, $187; presiding elder, $11; bish-
ops, $1; raised for missions, $4.

Madrone and Coyote was an appointment this vear in
charge of F. A. McFaull. A church was dedicated by the
writer, near Coyote, in the spring following. It was not in
the list of 1892, but was probably a part of the charge there
called Emada.



CHAPTER XLVII

1892

The Fortieth Conference.

Our gathering in the grove was on the 7th of September,
and we scattered on the 12th. Bishop Vincent presided, and
M. D. Buck was secretarv. Because of the death of his dear
sOn our secretary was not present at the opening of the con-
ference. and Dr. Heacock filled the place until his arrival.
The Chartered Fund sent us S$25. and the Book Concern
$1.585 for the Conference Claimants. Dr. J. L. Hurlbut was
present to represent the Sunday-school Union and Tract So-
cietv. It was at tais conference that the plan of annuities for
Conierence Claimants was adopted which was afterward in the
discipline.

The Lay Association met on the &h at 1:30 p. m., and
opened their session wita reading the Scriptures and prayer by
C. W. Kinsev of Qakland. The officers elected were Myron
T. Holcomb of Qakland. president: T. P. Williamson of
Stockton. Mrs. Dr. Beard of Napa. and J. M. Long of Stock-
ton. vice-presidents : Henry G. Turner of Modesto, recording
secretary: J. W. Husband. corresponding secretary. The fol-
lowing subjects were presented. and to some extent discussed
bv the Association. A lengthy report on “The State of the
Church.” presented by Q. (, Hughson.  “Should the Time
Limit Be Removed > A vote was taken on this, only thirteen
voting in favor, aml all the rest voting against it. *“Should the
Uﬁular\ of the Church be Lhunn by the Congregation”
This also was put to vote, and all voted for the change. The
first oi the two last named subjects was presented by Dr.
Lewis of Oakland. the last by Rolla \. Watt of San Fran-
cisco.  E. \W. Playvter of Oakland read a paper on “Some
1 catures of the Last General Conference.” L. J. \'orton on

“The Dutvoi Lavmen to Our Educational Institutions.” James
1.. Case on "k \dn\*dmu Work in Cities.” Mrs. S. J. Church-
il of San Jose on “Woman and the Othciary of the Church.”

436"
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There were 211 delegates present representing 97 charges..
This was the largest attendance yet witnessed.

Statistics—Members of conference 190, probationers 23,.
members of churches 13,983, probationers 3,168, local preach-
ers 150, Sunday-schools 230, officers and teachers 2,631, schol-
ars 19,919 conversions 1,368, collected for Conference Claim-
ants $4,889, for missions, from churches $8,649, from Sunday-
schools $3,210, for Woman’s Foreign Missions $210, for Wo-.
man’s Home Missions, $4,068, for Church Extension $2,478,
for Tract Society $315, for the Sunday-school Union $333,.
for Bible Society $570, for Freedmen's Aid $1,293, for Educa-
tion $778. The amounts given to the conference by the Mis-
sionary Society were, for English work $7,000, for Swedish
work $3,000, the Germans, the Norwegians and Danes had
each its own conference. The Chinese and Japanese appropri-
ations were not given in the minutes. ’

No changes occurred in district work except the appoint-
ment of Dr. Jewell to Oakland District, and the creation of a
Swedish District with E. A. Davidson in charge. There were-
170 pastoral charges.

Marcus F. Colburn was a man of polished character. He:
was born in Massachusetts in 1851, graduated from the Bos-
ton School of Theologv in 1876, and having taken a post
graduate course in oratory, he joined the New England South-
ern Conference in 1878. On account of health he was trans-
ferred to the Southern California Conference in 1881. For-
more than ten years he did very valuable service in that field.
In 1892 he was transferred to our conference and stationed at
East QOakland. After one year he took a trip around .the:
world. Il health delayed him, and it was not until 1895 that
he was ready for work. After one year’s work in Grace
Church, he entered very suddenly into rest. He died Septem-
ber 22, 18g6.

James Williams came to us from the Black Hills Mission
Conference. He was born in Columbianna County, Ohio,.
June 19, 1845. His parents were Friends, but both died while
he was quite young, and he was strangely led off on the fron-
tier. He enlisted as a Union soldier in the Civil War and did
good service for his country. He came in conscious posses-
sion of a knowledge of his acceptance with God when only
seven years old. That experience had its influence on his after:
life. For two years he was camp boy for trappers, and for-
a longer time in the army. Yet he never uttered a profane
oath, nor told an obscene story. When seventeen years old he-
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had an unutterable longing after God, which led him again
into a sweet and happy experience. In 1866 he was licensed
to preach, and the next year he entered the Des Moines Con-
ference. Mr. Williams is, body and soul, a fine specimen of a
healthy Christian.

S. M. Driver came to us from the Idaho Conference. He
_joined the Oregon Conference in 1878. He was expelled from
-our conference in 1894.

E. A. Davidson came to us from the Puget Sound Confer-
ence. He joined the North West Swedish in 1886. In 1893
he was transferred to the Central Swedish Conference.

Komeji Ishizaka was a transfer from the Japan Confer-
ence. He was transferred back to that conference in 1896.

Alfred Kummer was a transfer from the Oregon Confer-
ence. He joined the Northwest Indiana Conference in 1879.

He is making a splendid record as a pastor and preacher.

A. L. Walker was a transfer from the St. Louis Confer-
ence. ~He joined the Tennessee Conference in 1876. He is
still doing effective service among us.

There were six probationers received at this conference.
William T. Curnow, a native of Cornwall, England, was a
graduate of our University. He was received into full connec-
tion in 1894. worked faithfully for the Master until April 2,
1900, when he went home. He was born February 15, 1867.

Everett M. Hill is a scholarly and able minister of the Lord
Jesus, and has done excellent service to the present time.

Oliver G. Hughson was received into full connection in
1895, was made a supernumerary in 1896, and took a location
in 18g9.

Hokashichi Kihara, a Japanese, was received into full con-
nection in 1894, and has been constantly at work since, much
-of the time in the Hawaiian Islands. :

George M. Richmond was received into full connection in
1894, and has been doing effective work ever since.

Jesse B. Rutter was received into full connection in 1894.
His name mysteriously disappears from the roll in 1897. The
writer has been unable to find out how he was disposed of.
Probably transferred without any note being made of the fact.

Emada was supplied by Ernest Grigg, a student in our
University. In 1893 it was Emada and Morgan Hill with O.
M. Hester in charge. His post office was at Coyote. In
1894, S. E. Crowe. In 1896, A. L. Walker, according to the
minutes. But L. P. Walker reported it the next year, and no
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doubt he was the man intended. He was re-appointed in

1897. Members 62, one local preacher, 100 scholars in Sun- -
day-school, two churches valued together at $2,400, one par-

sonage valued, at $600, paid pastor $590, presiding elder $16, .
raised for missions $32.



CHAPTER XLVIII.
1893.
The Forty-First Conference.

Bishop Andrews presided over the meeting in the Grove,
"beginning September 6th and ending the 11th. M. D. Buck
‘was secretary. C. H. Payne was present in the interests of our
Board of Education. He entered very heartily into the plans
being formed to consolidate our educational institutions. A
gift of a quarter-section of timber land in Mendocino County
to the Laymen’s Relief Association, for the benefit of Confer-
ence Claimants, was recognized with hearty thanks. It came
from Joseph Shepherd and wife. A parsonage valued at $1,-
100 had been given the Church at Newcastle by George D.
Kellogg and wife, for which the conference also voted thanks.
Miss Winnie C. Rich was consecrated to the office of a dea-
coness. She is sister to the well known Charles E. Rich of
our conference. The history of the deaconess movement in
San Francisco is full of interest. We could not do it justice
in this place. The events are so recent the Church will cer-
tainly not let them be lost.

The Lay Association met on the 7th and were called to
order by J. M. Long of Stockton. Prayer was offered by O.
B. Smith of Oakland. The officers selected were Robert Hus-
band of Alameda, president; Mrs. T. O. Lewis of San Fran-
cisco, P. R. Wells of San Jose, and W. S. Kelley of Pine
‘Grove, vice-presidents; W. H. Bone of Berkeley, secretary ;
H. E. Williamson of Stockton, corresponding secretary ; Wil-
liam Abbott of San Francisco, treasurer. Ome evening of the
session was given to a concert. The subjects discussed were as
follows : The report on the “State of the Church” was read by
W. S. Kelley, though written by M. T. Holcomb of Oakland.
I. J. Truman of San Francisco read a paper on ‘“Managing
Church Finances.” A paper written by Walter F. Lewis, but
read by the secretary, on “The Removal of the Time Limit,”
provoked considerable discussion. The paper was for the
.change, but the Association voted unanimously in favor of
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Capt-in Anderson’s resolution that the time limit ought not-
to be removed. Loving, but brief, memoirs were adopted in-
regard to the deaths of J. R. Sims, E. W. Playter, and Mrs.
Charles. Goodall. = There were 147 delegates present, repre--
senting 86 churches.

Statistics—Members of conference 193, probationers 24,
local preachers 139, members of churches 15,337, probationers:
2,376, Sunday-schools 244, officers and teachers 2,870, schol-
ars 20,501, conversions 1,052, churches 206, probable value:
$1,304.500, parsonages 110, probable value $165,680, collected
for Conference Claimants $4.643, for missions, from churches.
$8.455. from Sunday-schools $2.946, for Woman's Foreign
Missions $821, for Woman's Home Missions $3.629. for-
Church Extension $2,155, for Sunday-school Union $350. for-
Tract Society $343, for Freedmen's Aid $1,218, Chil-
dren’s Fund $707, other objects $365, American Bible:
Society $487, amounts of missionary money appropriated
to the conference, $8,000 for the English, and $3.300 for the-
Swedish work. ‘ .

E. R. Willis was appointed presiding elder of Napa Dis-
trict, J. Coyle to the San Francisco, a Chinese District was
formed, with F. J. Masters in charge, and a Japanese District-
with M. C. Harris in charge. There were 179 pastoral charg-
es.

For a wonder no transfers nor re-admissions occurred at:
this conference. There were eleven received on trial. Kiku-
tara Matsuno was a Japanese, and was discontinued at the-
end of one year.

John Williams was born in Cornwall, England, October
31, 1865. He was converted in 1882, came to America in.
1884, was licensed to preach in Republic, Michigan, came to
California in 1886, and entered Napa College, graduating
in the academic department. After some further studies he-
was received on trial in 1893, and into full connection in 1897.
He is still doing effective work.

Otliver M. Hester was received into full connection in 1895, .
and has been faithfully at work since. Ernest B. Winning is a
son of E. A. Winning, and belongs to a preaching family. He-
was received into full connection in 1896, and is doing effec-
tive work. Winfield S. Kelley was received into full connec-
tion in 1893, in 1897 was left without appointment to attend.
school. Frank Hindson was received into full connection in:
1895 and is doing effective work. His name is now writtem
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in the conference roll as F. J. Hindson. Edward J. Wilson
was received into full connection in 1895 and is making a good
record.
_Fred A. Keast was born in Cornwall, England, August
17, 1869, converted at the age of sixteen, studied mining, went
“to South Africa to pursue that calling, returned after ten years
and then came to America. All the timé after his conversion
“he felt a call to preach the Gospel, but resisted it through
diffidence. Soon after joining our Church in Grass Valley he
was licensed to preach in the fall of 1889. In 1892 he supplied
Ophir, where blessed results followed his preaching. He now
no longer refused to take up his life work. He is still success-
fully at it.

Charles Fremont Withrow was born in Mills County,
Iowa, March 11, 1862. When about ten years old he went
with his parents to Dakota, whence after about six years they
removed to Nebraska. He attended public schools as he had
-opportunity, and when nineteen vears old went for a time to
Silver Ridge Seminary. After that he taught school for
-$20 per month. He was converted at a camp-meeting under
the labors of J. R. Wolfe, now of our conference, in 1879, and
was licensed to preach in 1882, supplying work the same vear
-and joining the North Nebraska Conference the year follow-
ing. He was discontinued in 1884 in order to come to Cali-
fornia. Here he supplied work continuously until he was re-
-ceived on trial in 1893.

Francis \. Lloyd was received into full connection in 1895
and is doing effective work. Thomas H. Nicholas was a mis-
sionary in Nevada when he joined, and has remained there
-ever since. ‘

Byron is a place on the West Side railroad near the place
called Point of Timber. It was this year supplied by D. Brill.
In 1894, C. H. von Glahn. In 1893, A. S. Gibbons. He re-
mains to the present time. Members 14, one probationer,
.36 scholars in Sunday-school, a church valued at $2.500, a
parsonage valued at $1,000, paid pastor $611, presiding elder
"$25, bishops $2, raised for missions $11.

Palo Alto comes in sight this vear, with M. H. Alexander
‘in charge. Ample grounds were donated to the Methodist
Episcopal Church of this place by Dr. N. J. Bird of San
Francisco. On this the building now in use was erected. No
xnformation has been furnished as to the time when the society
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was organized, nor when the church was completed. In 18g6,.
L. M. Burwell became pastor. His occupancy has been until’
now. Members 78, one local preacher, 55 scholars in Sun-.
day-school, a church valued at $4,500, paid pastor $660,.
preésiding elder $20, bishops $5, raised for missions $54.



CHAPTER XLIX.
1894.
The Forty-Second Conference.

‘This conference met at the Grove September 13th, and ad-
journed on the 18th. It was Thursday that had been fixed by
the bishops, but as the day of opening it proved very unsatis-
factory, and the conference by an overwhelming vote asked
‘that it might not be repeated. Bishop Fitzgerald presided and
M. D. Buck was secretary. We received $25 from the Char-
tered Fund, $1,319 from the Book Concern, and $243 from
the Laymen'’s Relief Society, for the benefit of the Conference
‘Claimants. Dr. J. C. Hartzell was present to represent the
Freedmen's Aid and Southern Education Society.

The Lav Association met on the 14th and orgamzed by
electing S. E. Holden of Napa president; Mrs. Garrison Tur-
ner of Modesto, and John Tregloan of Alameda, vice-presi-
dents: C. E. Irons of Stockton, secretary: I. J. Truman of
‘San Francisco, corresponding secretary: J. L. Huntoon of
Sacramento, treasurer. The asociation held but one session
ithis year, though it was quite lengthy. The published report
is very meagre, and we cannot tell how many churches were
represented, nor how many delegates were present. [J. \\.
‘Whiting delivered an address on "Church Debts, and How to
JAvoid Them.” Mrs. Garrison Turner read a paper on “Church
Socials as a Means of Grace.” An address on “Equal Repre-
sentation” was delivered by R. V. Watt. One on "The
‘Church Member in Politics,” by S. E. Holden. Another on
“The Church and Social Reform,” by W. H. Bone. Loving
tributes of respect were rendered to the memory of James
Williamson of Santa Cruz, and T. P. Williamson of Stock-
‘ton, both of whom hdd deceased during the year.

Statistics.—Members of conference 200, probationers 27.
local preachers 168, members of the Churches 16,222, proba-
itioners 2.614. churches 203, probable value $1,346.762, parson-
ages 108, probable value $158.160. Sunday-schools 232. of-
ificers and teachers 3.048. scholars 21,039, conversions 1.207.
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collected for Conference Claimants $4,776, for missions, from
churches $8.185, from Sunday-schools $2,730, for Woman’s
Foreign Missions $1,370, for Woman’s Home Missions $3.-
507, for Church Extension $2,271, Sunday-school Union $329,
for Tract Society $296, for LFreedmen's Aid $1,403,
Children’s Fund $657, other educational objects $144, Ameri-
can Bible Society $371. Missionary money apportioned to
the conference was $6,312 for English work, $2,900 for Swed-
ish, $7.760 for Chinese, $7,550 for Japanese, $2,000 for English
work in Honolulu, and $1,500 for Japanese work on the Ha-
waiian Islands. For the latter object $500 additional was
given for immediate use.

The only district change this year was the appointment
-of J. Kirby to the Oakland. There were 191 pastoral charges.

W. C. Gray was a transfer from the Columbia River Con-
ference. ‘According to the minutes he was received on trial
in the California Conference in 1868. In the minutes of that
year we find the name of William P. Gray. This must have
been by mistake for W. C. Gray. The name in no form ap-
‘pears in the minutes of 1869. For want of information the
writer would gladly have received, he is unable to write any-
thing more. Mr. Gray is filling important charges very suc-
cessfully at this time,

J. Ezra Henderson was a transfer from the Minnesota Con-
ference. He was given a supernumerary relation in 1898, and
located the next year. Tokutaro Nakamura was from the
Japan Conference, who came to labor among his own people.
He was transferred back to' Japan in 1899. Takeschi Ukai
was a probationer of one year when he transferred from the
Des Moines Conference. The next year he was transferred to
Japan. The last we see of his name it was written in the min-
utes in reversed order to that given above. Nicholas G. Nel-
-son was a transfer from the Puget Sound Conference, and
has been, and still is at work among the Swedes.

Harcourt W. Peck was received on his credentials of mem-
Dbership in the British Columbia Conference of the Methodist
‘Church. In 1898 he was left without an appointment to at-
tend scool. He was one of those who had the courage of
their convictions in regard to the manner in which the higher
-<criticism was taught in the Boston School of Theology. In
1899 he was transferred to the Southern California Confer-
-ence.

There were eleven probationers received, besides Ulkali,
zabove written. Three of these, Fong Sui, Lee Chin, and Lee
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“Tong Hay, were Chinese. Fong Sui died February 27, 1897.
He was born in 1852 and was a fruit of our mission among
that people. He lived a consistent life, did faithful work for
his Master, and died a triumphant death. “I shall not be
here long. I have finished my course. I am ready to depart
and be with Jesus. Outside all pain, inside all peace. Out-
side all dark, inside all light,” these were the words, and they
indicate the spirit with which the met his death. Lee Tong
Hay continued on trial past 1897.

Leslie M. Burwell, William A. Kennedy, and William
Marshall, were received into full connection in 1896, and are
useful men. William G. Trudgeon had been for some years
supplying work; he was now received on trial. He was re-
ceived into full connection in 1897. Christopher H. von Glahn
went to Drew Theological Seminary, and in 1895 was trans-
ferred to the New Jersey Conference. George C. King was a
missionary in Nevada, was received into full connection in
1896, and transferred to the Colorado Conference in 1899.
Wilbur F. McClure was also a missionary in Nevada. He
remained on probation until after 1897. Walter Morritt was a
student at Napa, and is at present a student at Boston.

Fruitvale Circuit was left to be supplied. J. B. Chynoweth
was at work on it at least part of the year, and was regularly
appointed there in the year following. C. G. Milnes was ap-
pointed in 1896, and remains until now. This includes the
church at Dimond, near the Fred Finch Orphanage. The
orphans attend Sunday-school there. Members 33, proba-
tioners 20, Sunday-school scholars 187, two churches valued
together at $5.500, one parsonage valued at $1,800, paid pas-
tor $636, presiding elder $20, bishops $3, raised for missions

$12.



CHAPTER L.
1895.
The Forty-Third Conference.

Bishop Warren was with us in the Grove this year, calling
the meeting to order on the 1ith of September and adjourning
it on the 16th. M. D. Buck was secretary. Dr. Manley S.
Hard was present to represent the Church Extension Society,
and Dr. Homer Eaton to represent the Book Concern. The
amount received for Conference Claimants outside the regular
-collections was as follows: $25 from the Chartered Fund, $1.-
‘620 from the Book Concern, and $137.15 from the Laymen’s
Relief Society. The election of delegates to the General
Conference resulted in the choice of A. T. Needham, M. D.
Buck, E. R. Willis, John Coyle, and John Kirby. Alternates,
J. D. Hammond, and W. W. Case. The Shasta Vicino Re-
treat was endorsed as a Methodist Summer Resort, and a
board of directors nominated by the conference.

The Lay Electoral Conference convened on the 13th, and
organized by the election of J. W. Whiting, president; L. J.
Norton, secretary, and D. C. Crummey, assistant secietary.
After receiving pledges from those who were nominated in re-
gard to their views on subjects about which the conference
‘had expressed opinions, Henry French of San Jose, and J. W.
Whiting of San Francisco, were elected delegates, and Dr.
W. F. Lewis of Oakland, and George D. Kellogg of New-
castle, alternates.

The Lay Association met as usual. Officers, C. B. Perkins,
president; Mrs.- L. H. Kellogg of Newcastle, E. Higgins of
‘Oakland, and T. C. McChesney of College Park, vice-presi-
dents; James L. Case secretarv, and J. A. Percy of San
Francisco, corresponding secretary. Papers and addresses
were presented on the following subjects: ‘‘Business Meth-
-0ds in the Temporalities,” by John A. Percy of San Francis-
co. “Our Educational Work,” by T. C. McChesney. “A
Modified Form of Episcopal Itineracy,” by Di.W. F. Lewis of
QOakland. “The Cause of the Superannuates,” by Rollo V.
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Watt of San Francisco. “The Admission of Women.” by
Miss Sarah Severance of Gilroy. The committee on creden-
tials reported that 268 delegates had been elected, nearly 200
of whom were present.

Statistics—Members of conference 207, probationers 20,
local preachers 221, members of churches 16,802, probationers
2,342, Sunday-schools 266, officers and teachers 3,063, schol-
ars 21,246, conversions 9o3, churches 208, probable value $1,-
248,900, parsonages 113, probable value $163,820, collected
for Conference Claimants $3,869, for missions, from churches,
$7,039, from Sunday-schools $2.709, Woman’s Foreign Mis-
sions $1,523, Woman’s Home Missions $2,927, Church Ex-
tension $1,620, Sunday-school Union $287, Tract Society $264,
Freedmen's Aid $1,328, Children’s Fund $721, other
objects $12,106, American Bible Society $393. Mission-
ary money received by tne conference, $7,112 for English
work, $2,500 for Swedish, and $1,010 for Indian. Chinese and
Japanese not found in the minutes.

No other changes occurred in the districts than the ap-
pointment of A. J. Gustafsen to the Swedish work. There were
192 pastoral charges. ’

Carl A. Anderson came from the Puget Sound Confer-
ence to work among the Swedes. He joined the Northwest
Swedish Conference in 1888. He was transferred to the West
Swedish in 18¢8. W. R. Goodwin was a transfer from the
Rock River Conference. He joined the South East Indiana
Conference in 1857. He was transferred to the Southern Cal-
ifornia Conference in 1896. Andrew J. Gustafson was a trans-
fer from the Colorado Conference. He joined the Swedish
Conference in 1873. He remains in the Swedish work. James
I*. Jenness, a probationer of the second year, was transferred
from the Baltimore Conference and received into full connee-
tion at this session. The next year he went to the Iliff School
of Theology, where ‘he graduated in 1897. Andrew J. Nelson
came home from the Arkansas Conference. An account of
him is found eclsewhere. William E. Northrop was a proba-
tioner of the second vear, transferred from the North Nebras-
ka Conference. He was transferred to the Southern California
Conference in 18y7. Julius S. Smith was from the Oregon
Conference.  He joined the Nebraska Conference in 1872,
In 1898 he was transferred to the Columbia River Conference.
John Telfer was transferred from the Indiana Conference,
which body he joined in 1884. He was then, and is now, a
missionary to Nevada. George H. Van Vliet came from.






e - CHAPTER LI
-1896.
The Forty-Fourth Conference.

We now come to the last.conference of our historical peri-
od. It met September gth and.adjourned the 15th. Bishop
Foss presided, and A. H. Needham was elected secretary,
M. D. Buck having declined an election. The conference
‘received $1,702 from the Book Cobncern, $203.60 from the
Lavmen’s Fund, and $22 from the Chartered Fund, for the
benefit of its claimants. This conference committed itself
heartily to the movement called “The Anti-Saloon League.”

The Laymen’s Association-met on the 11th and organized
by electing Henry Tregoning president; E. H. Smith and
Mrs. C. W. Kinsey vice-presidents ; James L. Case, recording
secretary ; Joseph A. Brey, corresponding secretary; James
C. Zuck, treasurer. H. Norton of San Jose read a paper on
“The Sunday-school—Its Nature and Work.” MIi_'ron T.
Holcomb of Oakland on “Bible Culture, and Bible Schools
Therefor, a Necessity in the Church.” John F. Ames of
-Oakland sent a paper that was read by S. E. Holden of Napa,
on “The Individual Cup.” Rollo V. Watt of San Francisco
read a paper on “The Place of Laymen in the Government
of the Church.” Prof. M. S. Cross presented the subject of
the “Higher Education.” John A. Percy of San Francisco
read on “The Future of Methodism.” Mrs. Dr. Osborn de-
livered an address on “Woman’s Place in the Church.” The
committee on credentials reported 266 delegates.

Statistics—Members of conference 213, probationers 24,
members of churches 16,098, probationers 2,233, local preach-
«ers 140, Sunday-schools 266, officers and teachers 3,077, schol-
ars 21,473, conversions 903, churches 218, probable value S1.-
226,310, parsonages 119, probable value $160,630, collected for
Conference Claimants $3,978, for missions, from churches, $7.-
157, from Sunday-schools $2,078, for Woman’s Foreign Mis-
sions $1,326. for Woman's Home Missions $4,786, for Church
F.xtension $1.781, for Sunday-school Union $246, for Tract
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of C. G. Milnes, so well known in California, was a student:
at Boston. Robertson Burley was a probationer in 1897. The
other six, Takusaburo, Morimoto, Suyenoshin Kawashima,
Fisaku Tokimasa, Go Hiraga, Katsuma Kimura, Morizo Yo-
shida, were all Japanese. S. Kawashima was discontinued at
his own request in 1897. The other four are probationers now,
some of them pursuing their education.

A few names need to be considered among the appoint-
ments. This year Madera and Merced were in care of S. C.
Elliott. This region went out from us because of a change of
boundary between the two conferences. It came back to us
by another change. In 1897 Merced was dropped from the
name, and it was left to be supplied. The following figures,
however, pertain to the two places: Membenrs 38, probation-
ers 5, local preachers 2, scholars in Sunday-school 42, a church
valued at $1,000, a parsonage valued at $600, paid pastor
$325, presiding elder $3, raised for missions $1.

Gonzales was another charge that came in by change of
boundary. In this case it brought in also the pastor, E. S.
Robertson. He joined the Southern California Conference
in 1891. He was re-appointed in 18¢97.° There were then
16 members, 80 Sunday-school scholars, two churches, valued
together at $2,000, a parsonage valued at $400, paid pastor
$410, presiding elder $25, bishops $2, raised for missions $23.

Shattuck Avenue is a part of Oakland. A Sunday-school
was started several years ago, but had no permanent place of
meeting. A lot was purchased of Mr.John Brown on the corner
of Shattuck and Benton avenues in 1893, and a plain building
erected thereon. The Sunday-school occupied it in April of
that year. For a time, H. L. Gregory of West Berkeley gave
pastoral supervision. In 1894 it was placed in charge of Al-
fred J. Case, a student of the University of the Pacific. In
1895 it was regularly assigned to the West Berkeley charge.
In 1896 it was first named in that charge with H. Pearce pas-
tor. In 1897 West Berkeley was again left by itself and Shat-
tuck Avenue was supplied by Hesse O. Enwall, a student of
the University of the Pacific. The following figures cover the
two charges of Shattuck Avenue and West Berkeley: Mem-
bers 32, probationers 6, Sunday-school scholars 100. two
churches valued at $2,400, paid pastor $537, presiding elder
$10. bishops $1. raised for missions $14.

We have now reached the end of our fifty years’ history.
It has been a long journev, and much of the way desert, but irr
going long distances we cannot always choose our points of
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ohservation. The reader at least can see how the Church has
grown from the little handful put together as a class by Wil-
liam Roberts in 1847, to the army of members and ministers
we see in 1897. We shall take a moment’s time to look at it
once more.

In1897 there were 221 members of conference, and 23 pro-
bationers. Of these 210 were effective and engaged in vorious
forms of Church work. The Church at large had 18,074 com-
municants. The Sunday-schools numbered 272, with 2,960
-officers and teachers, and 21,016 scholars. These members and
scholars were distributed among 207 pastoral charges. The
property of the Church, not including that used for educa-
tional work, or ‘the Depository, amounted to the handsome
sum of $1,246,016. Our Epworth League movement had
-eventuated in 96 organizations, besides numberless leagues
not reported, with a membership reaching into the thousands.
With this outfit we start on the second semi-centennial period.
What ought to be expected, with the blessing of God, in 1947?

NoTeE.—The name of W. S Bovard was strangely over-
looked. A young man of such talents and prospects deserved
-a better treatment, especially from one who held him in such
high esteem as the writer of this history. He was received
into full connection in our conference, did excellent work for a
few years, went to the Boston School of Theology and in 1899
was transferred to the Maine Conference,

There are several other names overlooked, among them E.
R. Willis and A. H. Needham, the first a transfer of 1883 and
‘the second of 1884. The writer ix certain that he wrote of
these, and that the manuscripts were displaced in the frequent
revising for abridgement through which it was necessary to
-subject his work in order to get it within reasonable limits.
His intention was to have every name in this book that be-
longed to a man who was in any way connected with his con-
ference. It has been a difficult task, and it now appears to
have been more imperfectly done than he had supposed. He
relies on the charity of his brethren for faults which this book
<contains.

THE END.
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