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SALT II 

A major matter before the Senate of our country is ratification or rejection of the 
SALT II treaty. One must be suspicious of senators who, before seeing the completed text, 
either vigorously supported or definitively rejected it. An opinion before the fact cannot 
be an informed opinion and is not likely to be very usefulo I urge that our debate be in
formed; one simple way to information i.s a letter of request to either of our senators for 
a copy of the text. Once in hand, study, ponder - even pray! It is not reasonable to ex
pect in a country so heterogeneous as ours that we have unanimity of opinion about it - but 
it is reasonable to expect that we be informed and demonstrate that information as a basis 
of our opinions. 

People equally concerned about the security of this nation will inevitably take oppo
site positions on SALT II. Members of our armed forces, the joint chiefs of staff, the 
state department, the congress, the citizenry, will have differing opinions. I suspect 
that even preachers may have differing views on it! 

The first thing I would remember is that every nation is expected realistically to act 
in its own self-interest. It is my firm expectation that the Soviet Union comes to SALT II 
with that perspectiva as I am quite confident that this is the way the United States comes 
at it$ No treaty is perfect simply because it is a human creatione No treaty can be signed 
if it gives altogether to one and takes wholly from another~ In my own thought, each nation 
views certain other nations or one other nation as a potential adversary of great possible 
danger~ Without knowing with certainty what they think, I believe that the Soviets are most 
mindful of a shared 4,000 mile land frontier with the Peoples' Republic of China. Armed con
flict over the location of this line has erupted several times recently. A rapprochement of 
these two communist giants is not unthinkable even if it is difficult to see it coming about 
in the near future. The United States is separated by oceans of significant width from each 
of them. But these oceans are no longer so wide and protective as once they were. ICBMs 
have shrunk geography considerably~ 

If one can believe any of our leaders, both the Soviet Union and the United States have 
at this time capacity cf great overkill in near annihilation of each other. A recent 
"scenario" presented on national TV networks as part of the preliminary to the signing of 
SALT II made many of us aware for the first time of the uncountable destruction of an unre
stricted nuclear exchange. It is entireJy possible that the outcome of such a war would be 
the virtual destruction of the human race. Would any nation risk such a possible outcome? 
Chairman Mao once said something to the effect that if two hundred million Chinese were kill
ed in such a war, his nation would still be the largest in the world! No one wants such a 
war - no one needs such a war. Kruschev said that in such an event, the fortunate persons 
would be those who were killed immediately. 

All that said, the fact remains that we are, as a world, on a course of potential global 
suic.ideG SALT II is a very modest step toward restraint on this course. It is admittedly 
imperfect. It does not leave the United States helpless and incapable of massive, horrible 
retaliation against any such wa~. It is criticized by liberals as being insufficient in 
restraint and therefore unacceptable. It is criticized by conservatives as having given 
away much to receive little and therefore unacceptable. It may be that for most of us, 
these two positions by our extreme wings of opinions are the best indicators that ratifica
tion of SALT II is in our o~m interest. That self-interest is the reason for ratification. 

As a citizen concerned for yourself, your family and generations to come, your nation 
and for all the nations of the world~ get a copy of this treaty. Ponder it, discuss it, and 
most certainly, pray over and about it. Then register your opinion with our senators and 
whomever else you can influence. My own position is that insofar as I understand the issues, 
ra.tificat::I.on of the treaty is a step in the interest of the United States and therefore I 
intend to support it by such means as are at my disposal. 

-- Ed Smith 

ALUMINUM RECYCLING BOOTH OPEN JULY 22!!! 

- Christie Bollinger 
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STEWARDSHIP RALLY: A Durham District steward
ship rally will be held Monday evening, 23 July 
at 7:30 in Duke Memorial's sanc.tuary. The prin
ciple speaker will be the Reverend Eckie Lancas
ter of our own conference. He has been a lead
er and very successful in aiding smaller 
churches in increasing both their vision of 
Christian service and the level of giving in 
support of such service . One of the major items 
of this rally is the giving to each church of 
the Single Figure Asking apportionment for 1980. 
All persons interested in the financial program 
and outreach of the United Methodist Church are 
invited to attend. 

CONFERENCE LEADERSHIP SCHOOL registration is 
still open. Look at last week's Messenger for 
a listing of course possibilities. If you have 
attended in the past, you will want to be there 
this year. And if it is a new adventure to you, 
give it a try - you might find it both informa
tive and delightful! 

THE STAFF-PARISH RELATIONS C0!1?-'IITTEE meets 

Sunday evening, 22 July, at 8:00 in the libra
ry. Comments and suggestions as to work of 

be made to 
W. E. Ham

members of the church staff may 
members of the committee who are: 
mond, chairman; T. S. Coble, Jr., Richard 
Haynes, W. T. Coman, Miss Anne Garrard, Mrs. 
Eunice Mattox, Mrs. Grace Boddie,Dr& Fred Clark, 
and Dr. Alan D. Whanger. 

BIBLE READINGS JULY 26 - AUGUST 1 2 

July 26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 

August 1 

HOSPITALIZED: 

Proverbs 
Proverbs 
Eccles. 
Eccles. 
Eccles. 
Song of Sol. 
Isaiah 

DCGH: Catherine Husted 

23 -
27 -
1 -
5 -
9 -
1 
1 

ATTENDANCE: Sunday, 15 July 
Church School .•••••.••. 232 
Morning Worship .•• •.••• 322 

1979 

FINANCIAL REPORT: 

26 
31 

4 
8 

12 
8 
4 

1979 

4128 

Needed each week $ 
Received last Sunday 
Received to date 
Needed through last Sunday 
Deficit 

3,931 085 
6,975e95 

109,730~66 
110,091.80 

361.14 

CHURCH CALENDAR july 22 - 28, 1979 

Sun. 9:45 a. m. Church School 

Mon. 
Wed. 

10:55 a. m. Morning Worship 
4:30 p. m. Youth Council 
6:00 p. m. UMYF 
8:00 p. m. Staff-Parish Relations 

7:30 p. m. 
7:00 p. m. 
9:00 a. m. 

10:00 a. m. 

Committee, Library 
District Stewardship Rally 
Men's Prayer Breakfast 
Days of Discovery 
Fall Festival Workshop 

Second Class Postage 
Paid at 

Durham, N. C. 

Methodist Church 
27701 

SUNDAY; 22 Ju1y ·1979 
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
The Epistle: Ephesians 2:4-10 
The Sermon: To Save the Dead! 
Acolytes: Wyatt Dixon III & David Younts 
Greeters: Mr. and Mrs. W. R. Edwards 
Junior Church Leaders: Ellen & Bill Sewell 

Carol Christmas, assistant 
Barbara Penick, music 

LIBRARY .NEWS 
AMERICAN .CAESAR, Douglas MacArthur, 1880 -
1964, by William Manchester has been given 
to the library in memory of F. W. Jones by 
the H. E. Spence Bible Class. Mr. Manches
ter has received many literary awards in 
the United States and in Europe. This is 
his fourth biography; others include biog
raphies of the Rockefellers and John F. 
Kennedy. Of General MacArthur he says, 
"He was a great thundering paradox of a 
man. Unquestionably he was the most 
gifted man-at-arms this nation has pro
duced." Regardless of one's personal opin
ion of Douglas MacArthur you will find 
this book a magnificent and intriguing nar
rative history. The gift of this book is 
appreciated. 

DAYS OF DISCOVERY 
July 25 "Mind Your Money" 
9:00 - 11:30 a. m. Preschool (ages 2 - 5) 

in Sunday School Classrooms 
9:00 - 11:30 a. m. Elementary (Grades 1-5) 

in Whitford Hall 
Don't forget family night on July 29 -
More details to follow. 

ALTAR FLOWERS: If you would like to put 
flowers on the altar in memory or honor of 
a loved one please call the church office, 
688-1901 or 688-2170. Thank you. 

SYMPATHY: The congregation and 
express their love and concern 
George (Eula) Miller and family 
of the death of her mother, Mrs. 
in Roanoke Rapids on Sunday, July 
to the family of T. L. Suggs. 

IN MEMORIAM 

pastors 
to Mrs. 
because 

Eula Hux, 
8, and 

T. Lacy Suggs, 15 July 1979 

"I am the Resurrection and the Lif ett 


