
MINUTFS OF A REXZULAR MEETING 
OF THE COMMISSION ON FINANCE 
DUKE MEMORIAL METHODIST CHURCH 

September 19,1956 

Pursuant to notice, a regular monthly meeting of the Commission on 
Finance and Stewardship Education was held in the basement of the Church 
at 6:30 P. M. on Wednesday, September 19th,1956. John Dozier acted as 
Chairman and R. B. Reade as Secretary. The following members were present: 

J. H. Barton 
Mrs A. H. Borland 
E. c. Brooks 
Charles Chewning 
W. T. Coman 
John Dozier 
E. W. Dunham 

Dr. John Glasson 
Rev. V. E. Queen 
C. J. Jones 
John Perian 
R. B. Reade 
M. T. Spears, Sr. 
R. C. White 

After a delightful meal, prepared and served by Mrs Kale and her son, 
the Chairman stated that since there were in attendance fourteen, out of 
a total of seventeen members, a quorum was present, and the meeting was 
ready for the transaction of business. 

COMMISSION ON FINANCE-Booklet 

The Chairman called to the attention of the members, the fact that 
each had been mailed a booklet describing the duties of the Commission on 
Finance and giving further insight into the operation of the Methodist 
Church as provided by the General Board of Lay Activities of Chicago, 
Illinois. He suggest·ed· that·:· those present should give the booklet careful 
study for a renewed stewardship attitude and for greater progress of the church. 

ORGANIZATION OF THE LOCAL METHODIST CHURCH 

Reverend Queen then presented a very comprehensive study of the 
organization of the local Methodist Church. His description of the duties and 
responsibilites of the Commission on Finance was accompanied by a chart 
which demonstrated the background of methodism first though the creation of 
the Quarterly Conference, the the Offical Board, and finally the designation 
of certain committees, such as the Commission on Membership, on Education, 
on Missions, and on Finance. He further stated that the official Board was 
the administrative agency of the Quarterly Conference and the primary 
function of the Commission on Finance was to prepare a church budget and to 
make adequate provision for the financial needs of the church. Toward the 
completion of his discussion, he stated that it was his intention to make 
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an effort to prepare the congregation for sacrificial giving, and suggested '. 
that the Commission make a study of some 100 churches of our membership 
for comparative purposes. r 

PRELIMINARY BUDGET 1956/57 

The Chairman then presented to the Commissiona -preliminary budget 
total for approval of the official Board at its next regular meeting. The 
estimated expenditures shown thereon was $59,972.71 for the year ending 
June 30,1957 against approximately $57,100.00 for the prior year ending 
June 30,1956, of which approximately $3,600.00 was not raised. He offered 
as total estimated receipts for the current year, through signed and ver
bal pledges, the sum of approximately $46,100.00. After full discussion, 
the Commission, upon motion of Mr Jones, seconded by Mr Dunham, and carried, 
authorized that the sum of $59,972.71, plus the sum of $1890.00, which 
arose as a deficit from the prior year's operation, be presented to the 
Official Board at its next regular meeting as the budget for the year 
ending June 30,1957. 

REMODELLING THIRD FI.DOR; Church School 

Regarding the matter of repairing and rearranging the third floor 
of the Church School as authorized by the Official ,Board in its regular 
meeting held on September 4,1956, Mr Barton reporting that the estimated 
cost of such a project ranged from $3,000.00 to $3,500.00. During the 
course of the discussion, the Chairman stated that, in his opinion, some 
body other than the Memorial Fund should be requested to raise at least 
half of the funds necessary for repair. He further suggested that he 
would approach Mr Randolph Few in an effort to raise part of the funds in 
cooperation with the Adult Classes of the church. 

STEWARDSHIP EDUCATION APPROACH 

In closing the meeting, the Chairman asked each member of the Com
mission to give some thought as to the problem of Stewardship Education; 
whether the problem might best be presented to the congregation through 
film strips or in some other manner. In order to develop a definite 
program for the future, he stated that the members of the church should 
be prepared for next year's campaign on loyalty giving. 

There being no further business to come before the meeting, it was, 
upon motion adjourned until 6:JO ~P.M.,Wednesday, October 17,1956, Dining 
Hall, Duke M~orial Methodist Church. 

~i\-~ ~ C~ . Secretary 


