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Tonic: The Bible as G:>d's Word. 

9 Scrinture: 2 Timothy 3: 14-17. 

Text: "All scrinture is insrdred 
by G:>d and nrofitable for teaching, 
~or renroof, for correction, ard 

for training in righteousness, 
that the man of G:>d may be comnlet~ 
equipped for every good work~ 

- ronosition: The Bible is indeed 
Cbd's word for neonle, for you, 
esoecially when studied and receive 
with intelligent understanding of 
the background and nurnoses of its 
various narts. 

Date written: Feb. 21, 1969. 

~tes and places used: 

Pk. tR31 19~9-- al~/ Ct)(JJ. 
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A short definition of the word 
"Bible," as given in Webster's 
Collegiate Dictionary, is, "the 
book made uo of writings accepted 
by Christians as inspired by G:Jd, 

nd of divine authority; the 
Scriptures, indluding the Old and 
New Testaments." 

The definition for the word 
"scripture" is pretty much the 
same , but adds as a definition of 
the word, "any sacred writing; 
as Buddhist scripture." 

The key ohrase in the definition 
of the Bib le is "accented by 
Christians." This is a Christian 
service of worship, and this defi
nition s•ates our view of the Bible 

owever, most of us would not de
ny that there are writings other 
than those in the Bible whish also 
have behind them some divine in-
piration, which are helpful to 

people, which are worth reading, 
which can point to GJd, which de
serve the tern "scrinture." The 
unique thing about the Christian 
cripture is that its authority is 

considered divine because all of 
its components are seen as leading 

~ to or telling about Jesus Christ.: ~ 
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~in whom we see G>d demonstrated in 
,.,a human life. Other writings may 

well be great, helnful and inspired 
but they do not hold uo Jesus as 
mankind~s Lord and Savior in the 

9-inique way of the Bible. 

Within the Christian fold there 
is considerable disagreement as to 

ahow the Bible was inspired, and 
~onsequently, how it is to be used. 

Some Christians say that every 
word of the Bible is directly 
insnired by G:>d, and that there is 
no error in it, protection against 
error having been affo~d even in 
the process of many translations. 
This is the theory of literal in
spiration. From this viewpoint, 

t would be almost as if G>d sat 
down beside each scri~be;each 
writer, and dictated the actual 
words, in the same manner as an 

~ffice boss does to his secretary. 

Other people of Christian faith 
look upon much of the aible as 
symbols and parables mixed with 
istory, which relate much about 

man's search for G>d and Cbd's 
search for man. The Bible contains 
man's unaerstandings of the truths~ 
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af'rom the searches, but man's under_! 
~standing often is mistaken, and 

is updated quite often even within 
the pages of' the Bible. Even so, 
it does contain truth about Q)d, 

~hrist, man and eternity which is 
sunerior to any other such truth, 
and therefore it is really an 
insoired book~ Though not every 
word and every concent is absolute~ 
tienendable and correct, the Bible 
is man's greatest word from Q)d, 
accorciing to this view. It is 
the term of plenary inspiration, 
by which this idea has been des
cribed. 

Perhaps the one word that has 
een the subject of dispute about 
he Bible, after all, has been the 

word "inspired." Most people who 
find the Bible of value agree that I 
it is indeed insryired. They differ 

s to how it was inspired ani as to J 
how inspiration from it may come 
through to people today. To helo 
us here in understanding this 

~ubject better, we lean heavily 
WP>n an article by the ~ev. G:!orge 

A. Buttric~ an article entitled 
"The Study of the Bible," which is 
in volume one of' The Interoreter's~ 
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~Bible. I make use of a section of 
that chapter entitled, "The Mean
ing of Inspiration," but I do re
word much of his material in t o my 
own terminology in the few minutes 
~hat follow now. 

The faith that the Bible is a 
book of Q)d's self-revealing, and 
~f man's search for Q)d, does not 
~demand the acceotance of any arbi

trary doctrine of inspiration. 
Nevertheless the Bible must be 
looYed on as inspired. The men 
who wrote the pages of the Bible 
contend that G:>d found them: that 
is why they wrote. Likewise, peo 
ple who have read the Bible often 

.testify that through it Q) 1 has 
~ound them also; that is why they 

have continued to read it. 

~ne of this need be equated with 
theory of verbal inerrancy, which 

proooses that every word of the 
Bible must be without misunder
standing and error, absolutely 

~orrect. Such a doctrine has 
~epelled thousands of youth and 

others who otherwise might have 
been won to eager study of the 

~Scriptures. We had better say jus~ 





what Jesus said of similar noct
rines, "Ye make the word of G:>d 
of none effect through your tra
ditions." (Mark 7: 12-13). 

Many foolish and untenable the
ories are invited by a rigid doc
trine of literal inspiration of 
the Bible. Belief in a flat ear.1h, 
belief in a host of demons inha-

i ting the middle air, killing 
witches, approving the institution 
of slavery, and other now-inde
fensible positions have been pro
claimed as right through a literal 
usage of texts from the Bible. We 
can't accept this as proper under
standing of the Scripture, can we? 

The writers of the Bible did 
not write as men who were the 
blind and helpless instruments of 
Cbd. Luke in the first 4 verses 

f his gospel tells of choosing 
his own method and olan for writing 
Personal traits of Matthew and of 
Paul stand out in their books , 
traits which certainly were not 
verridden by ~ictated inspiration. 

Yet, Luke~ s. Ma tuhew:' s and Paul's 
writings certainly have inspiration 
in them, insoiration of Cbd. 
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G::>-1 inslJired them, and yet made 
usage of their individual under
standing, abilities, and ways of 
exnressing themselves. He did not 
override their individual charac-
eristics with concepts nor term

inology foreign to their way of 
thinking and of expressing them
selves. Yet, in their works we 
ind something which might make 
s say what Browning said of Bunyan 
and~ Pilorim Progress, '"Tis 
my belief, G:>d sooke: no tinker 
has such powers . ' 

Is the theory of Bible literal
ism a fear? Perhaps it is a worthy 
fear. The creaturely mind seeks 
efuge in simplicity. Marxism is 

prime instance: man is the spawn 
of the economic system, so all that 
is needed is a changed system, and 
presto, heaven on earth! So in 
eligion also, men have coveted 

an irrnossible simplicity. ~vhat 
could be simpler than the doctrine 
that here is the literal and ex-

.licit Word of G:>d? 

Actually, we show not reverence, 
but a mild blasphemy, when we 

~sume that G:>d turns a man into ~ 
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~a sort of typewriter; and cer
~tainly the theory is a disparage

ment of human nature . But it seems 
simole and safe. It lifts from 
the mind a burden of painful study 
~nder the guidance of the Holy 

Spirit. Yet the theory has ele
ments of worth, for how could it 
have come if men had not found Cbd 
in scripture? And is not Cb 1 the 

9 sovereign Lord? When a man sees 
G::>d in the temple "high anc1 lifted 
up," he may be forgiven for in
sisting that every stone now has 
inviolable sacrecness -- though 
the stones still crumble. 

The emphasis in the phrase 
a 'li teral inspiration" is not on 
Wf: he adjective "literal," but on 

the noun, "inspiration," and in 
that noun all Christian conviction 
finds common ground. The 011 Tes-

9:ament tells of G::>d choosing •Ja 
nation to make a covenant with them, 
not that they might bask in his 
favor, but that they might make 

.(lis name and nature known among 
~en. The history and songs of that 

nation are witness to the covenant, 
for through them Go~ has foun d and 

""'9-, spoken to our race. """"" 
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The prophets tell of the nation
al failure to keep the covenant, 
and of the holy grace that renewed 
it. The New Testament tells how 
the covenant, even Cbd himself, 
ame to earth in a Man , -- the 

mercy of the covenant being sealed 
in his death , the power of the 
covenant being proved in his re
c::urrec tion. 

The Book, the Bible , is a record 
of the self-revelation of Cbd. Thus 
the record becomes~ ith the 
revelation, in even closer bond 
than the announcement of good news 
becomes one with the glad tidings 
jt proclaims . In that fact, at 
Jong last, is the inspiration of 
~he Scriptures. The surge of G:>d's 
ocean moves through its pages: 
"That Voice is round me like a 
bursting sea. n We need not try 

o define inspiration in terms 
more exact, whether "literal" or 
"plenary," for if Cbd could be 
defined by man, ~~1 would no longer 

e Cbd. Cbd is hig own evidence. 
d is his own interoreter. So 

the Bible is ~ Boo'' , the central 
sun from which all other books 
receive their light. 
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~ ·row, maybe we can under stand 
~the reason why lowly folk find 

revelation in the Bible (or are 
found by revelation) , despite all 
fetters 0£ printing and scrambled 
~hronology which the church has 

fastenel on it, anrl despite all 
ignoranc e in the reader . For Cbd 
speaks through the Book: it is 
the voice of his self- revealing 
grace . It is his inbreathing, his 
insoiration, more intimately than 
a man's voice is the breath and 
presence of the man . Yet,the Bible 
is never to be confused with man's 
voice . So when a rea1er comes to 
the Book in humility saying, "For 
thee only do I wait, " Cbd finds 
~im desoite every barrier . 

Some of us perhaps can remember 
them, the ol~- time boxes of Bible 
texts. A text was on each tiny 
~roll of paper . In time of crisis, 

the go1ly, the believers, would 
"draw a text," and thus c onsult 
the oracles of Cbd. Of course, 

M he texts were chosen beforehand 
~rom such shining chapters as 

Psalm 91; Isaiah 40; John 14; 
and Romans 8 . Imagine the con -
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sternation and tumult had the texts 
been culled from the "begats," or 
from the Levitical laws, or from 
"beware of ihgs" ! But even allow
ing for the carefulness of prior 

hoice, the striking fitness of 
the counsel or comfort in the 
"drawn text'' cannot be exnlained 
merely as a "coincidence." The 
explanation goes back to the fact 
of inspiration . G:>d had already 
found men in those passages from 
his Book. Therefore they were 
chosen for the box; therefore they 
"found" men again in the day of 
crisis. 

So we might say that the Bible 
snot primarily literature, or 

science, or history, or the record 
of man's search: rather, men tell 
in th~ Book how God catches them 
unawares. Men have claimed to find 
·n it, with shining and martyred 
grace to support the claim, the 
very oracle of G:>d. The reader, 
however skeptical, must at least 
ake acknowledgment of that claim. 

When the Scriotures w~re re
garded as literally inerrant, the 

....... writers being passive instruments~ 
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in G>d 1 s hands, there was a clear 
and definite sense in which the 
Script u res could be called the 
Word of Gld. When this view is 
rejected and we regard it as both 

right and a duty to exercise a 
discrimnatory judgment on the 
Scriptures, the time-honored phrase 
"the ·Jo rd of G:::>dtt is a bit harder 
to define . The New Testament, 
articularly the Book of John, 

speaks of Jesus ~ the Word of Cbd. 
Taking it at its own evaluation, 
then, the Bible is the Word of Cbd 
when and where it reveals the per
son, ministry, and teachings of 
Jesus. This does not rule out all 
of the Old Testament in the least, 
.or Jesus incorporated most of its 
igh ethical teachings into his 

own outlook. To see in various 
Bible writer's records some mis
understandings of nature, of his-
ory, of science, of the universe, 

of G:>d's ways of acting and being, 
in .. : no way weakens the basic message 
+~3t Jesus is the Word of G:::>d, G::>d 
·ncarnate, the One by whom salva-
ion and eternal life are found. 

As you know more and more about 
the circumstances and times of the 
Bible and its writers, you can com~ 
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ta/&to appreciate even more the clear 
~ay of light which is Jesus Christ 

shining tbrough even mankind~s 
greatest sins and errors. This 
is when the Bible indeed is the 

9'ord of Cbd. 

As Paul said in 2 Timothy 3:16, 
11All Scripture is in snired by G:>d 

~nd profitable for teaching, for 
~eproof, for correction, and for 

training in righteousness, that the 
man of Cbd may be complete, equip
ped for every good work." 

Of all mankind's scriptures, 
we believe that the Bible is indeed 
the foremost revelation of Cbd's 

.. ord, is Cbd 1 s word for oeople, for 

.,ou, when studied and received 
with intelligent understanding of l 
its various parts. We believe that 
more than any other aid, it can 

9'correc t, train, and equip ' us for 
11 every good work 11 as we live in 
this world. 


