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Seripture: II Thessalonians 1:3-32°

Topig: Worthy of His Call.

TEXT: II Thess.l:ll -—~ ",...we alway

pray for you, that our God may make
you worthy of his call..."

Proposition: Only with a sense of
the direct help of God, or of the
Holy Spirit, can an individual ever
develop a life which is 3n any way
worthy of God's loving eternal care.

Dates written: Octoker 4-6,1961.

Dates preached:
'W-@\/?GQMMM@Z;{
® June QZ/?FL(——_W}@_@D :
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Introduction:

1. In his book "The Birth of
Britain," Winston Churchill tells of
a system in use in England in Méd-
feval times by which the "wergild,"
or exact value or worth of every man
was described in shillings. A shil-
ling was the amount of money that a
cow was worth in Xent, or that & shee
was worth elsewhere. This system of
valuing people had a primeexzmx worth
1500 shillings; an earl, or nobleman,
300 shillings; =& "churl," or yeoman
farmer, 100 shillings; an agricul-
tural serf, 40-80 shillings, and a
slave nothing. All these laws were
logically and mathematically pushed
to their extremes., If a churl killed
an earl he had to pay three times as
much in compensation, or fine, then
did an earl who murdered & churk,
These lews were applied to 2ll famiad
lies. With money 211 was possible;
without it ret2¥bution or loss of
liberty. However, the prince valued
at 1500 shillings, suffered in cer-
tain respects. The penalty for slane
der was tearing out the tongue. If
a prince were guilty of this offense

his tongue was worth five times thet
of an earl and fifteen times as much
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as that of , common serf, and he
could ransom it only on these terms.
(From #1243, Gerald Kennedy's A
Second Readers Notebook, Harper,l1959)

2. Merry old England had the
worth of everybody, and of many spe-~
cific acts, all figured out. Today
in our American democracy we are un-
willing to admit that one person may
be worth more then another, regard-
less of differences in social or of-
fickal position. We consider each
person of eéwual value to any other
person before the law, and in right
to seek liberty, heppiness and for-
tune. We have this concept because
we believe that God values all person:
equally, and that He gives these in-
alienable rights to every one.

3. Along with the equal rights
of all go certain responsibilities:
tax-paying, Jjury duty, voting, mili-
tary service, serving in publicx
office, etck.. Some citizens quali-
fy for some of these responsibilities
and some for others, according %o
qualifications and ability, but some

responsibility is on each and all.
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I, People who are professed
christians and church members are
part of the faith which is the source
of the stress on equality in rights,
worth and responsibility that is so
bYasic in our way of life, In Christ-
ianity we stress that God loves each
person and calls him to a satisfying,
worthwhile life for now and eternity.
We point to Jesus Christ as CGod's woy
of issuing this call to the new and
good life. We think of the church
as the organization, or institution,
through which their christian respon-
sibilities to God and others can best
be carried out.

5« Frequently, people who are
asked to take responsibile positions
in their church , positions of lead-
ership, will refuse, explaining that
they feel umworthy, or unqualified,
to do the task asked of them. Some-
times there is real substance in such
a statement, even if occasionally it
is only an excuse, for

I. We all fall short again and again

in our efforts at worthy eheistien
LIVING.
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L) 1. Paul recognized the possibi-
lity that the christians at Thesse~
lonica would be tempted and fall shor
of living by christian standards.

~ The words of our text, part of verse
11 of this first chapter of II Thes-
salonians, are, "...we always pray
for you, that our God may make you
worthy of his call...". Because he

@ knew thet humans tend to weaken and
fail, even when they are trying to
live righteouslykhe felt moved to
pray for his christian friends at
Thessalonica.

2., Halford Imccock tells of the
experience of a minister who was
speaking to a group of human derelict

@ vio were gathered in a mission a a
"skid row." He was urging his dreary
audience to 1ift themselves to a Dbet-
ter living, and recited, in an unc-

~ tuous rotund voice, the whole of
Kipling's poem "If.," He ended with
the lines, "If you can fill the un-
forgiving minute with sixty seconds'
worth of distance rgun." In the paus:

@ vhich followed, 2 voice from a back
seat asked, "What if you cantt?!
(48, A Second Readers Notebook)
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53 ngver eat my neighbor's throat;
My neighbor's gold I never stole;

I never spoiled his house and land,
But God have mercy on my soul.

For I am haunted dight and day
0 u.nattempted loveliness!
® 0 costly valor never won!
-——Marguerite Wilkinson,
(#40, A Second Readers Notebook)

IT. JIf when one expergences some
failure his friends and loved ones
seem to turn away from him, loneliness
and hurt may drive him to desperation.

-~ l. Two fishermen were telling
their experiences., One told of fish-
ing in a certain brook and catching
a trout weighing ten pounds. The
other fisherman told of yanking out

@ Lis line 2nd discovering a lighted
dentern on the hook.

"Now wait a minute," said the
first fisherman; "you may have

. hooked an old lantern, 2all right,
but it wasn't lighted."

"Maybe I did stretch the truth a
bit there," said the second fisherman.
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1111 tell you what I'll do; you
take eight pounds off your trout

and I'1l blow out my lantern."

(Paul E. Holderaft, 400 rMore Snappy
Stories that Preachers Tell, p. 12).

2. Fisherman are pretty human
when they exaggerate. One of the mos
common times in which many of us
exaggerate is when we consider what
othersfhink of us. People tend to
go toward one extreme or anmnther in
this, Either we think that most
people like and admire us; or we
think that they dislike and a2buse us.
Fortunate is the person who can be
realistic enough to recognize that,
generally, most people accept others
and spend little time plotting for
or against them. People are usually
too busy with their own affairs
to worry about most other peovle very
much.

3. Nevertheless, when things
have been tough, and we feel that we
have failed, then we of ten are super-
sensitive, so that we feel that every-
body is ggainst us. I khow a little
boy, who, when scolded or punhished,
will cry and say again and again,
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@ "everybody hates me." When we feel
like that we feel awful. Such fieel-
ings of being unwanted, even though
based directly on overactive imagi-
n=tion, of ten causes the unacceptable
conduct of people which putsrsome of
them outside the lawe The loneliness
end bitterness which so of ten accom-
panies failure can make you very des-
perate, indeed.

L, This desperation can be over-
come in ways which have constructive
results; for

III .If in times of desperation you
have a sense of the nearness of God,
you feel that He understands and helps

@ o,

1. When he returned to England

from the Oglethorpe colony at Sava-

-~ nnah, Georgiz, in 1738, John Wesley
felt like a fallure. He had not been
able to learn the language or other-
wise to communicate with the Indians,

to whom he thought he had been sent
@ to ninister as =2 missionary from the

Bhurch of England. He had not been
able to minister effectively to the
colonists, either, and just couldn't
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@ scenm to get along with thems He felt
so much a failure as a minister, that
he wrote in his diary, "I who went
to America to convert the Indians have

- myself never been converted of God."
Back home in Englend real despair and
desperation came on him, and he reall;
hit bottom. It was in this low perio
+that he had &n experience that made

@ nrin Xnow -- it was knowledge as far
as he was concerned —-- that God was

near, that God cared for him, that
God understood his weaknesses and
gsins and forgave them, that God was
with him at 2ll times to strengthen
and help him. He was so convinced
that God would do for others what
He had done for him that he spent the
@ rest of his life trying to help other
have 2n experience similar to his own
From one who felt unworthy of God's
call John Wesley became one convinced
-~ that God was u#ing him to #all others

IV. With God's help you can develop

a sense of confidence which results

in a more and mo¥eaA—™ but never per-
@ Tect — life. :

1. We would, of course, never
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develop the thought or doctrine that
you can earn your way to heaven, or
that you can earn God's favor. His
love and help is free, a gift of love
and grace, to all who will seek and
Lol accept it. When you accept God's
forgiveness and get 2 fresh start,
feeling that He is near, you can feel
confident that He is concerned for you
~ and for what you do.

2. The feeling is something like
that of a son for a good and cons-
cientious father. The son has the
father's love all the time, no matter
what he does. But when the son tries
to please and help his father he hime
self feels much more worthy and proud

.of his somship.

3. Here, too, is the secret of
good churchmanship. When you are try-
ing your best to help, knowing you'll

. never do a perfect job, or perhaps
an even good one, somehow you feel a
bit better, a bit more worthy of your
call as a church member. If your mems
bership is based on a real faith in
and awareness of God, you should feel
rather worthy, or capable, of trying
to work and lead in God's church.
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@ conclusion:
1. In the Seripture which we

read today Paul expressed his thanks
that the church members at Thessalo-

-~ nica were constently growing in faith
and increasing in good works one to
another. He told them that because
of this faith, to which they held
steady even in persecution, he boastet

. of them to other churches that he
visited.

2. He told them that their stead
fasiness to God during their sufferin,
failure and hardship is the forerun-
ner of rewards eternal which God has
in store for them. Recognizing that
in the severity of their testing they

@ nizht be tempted to turn away from
God, Paul tells them that "we always
pray for you, that our God may make
you worthy of his call."

3, Paul's writing here, and our
thought and observations from present
day life, lemd us to see better that
only with & sen ej:of the direct help
@ of God can you}: evelop a life which
is worthy of God's loving and eternal
care.
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o™ L, But, as you give yourself to
great effort in doing the things you
believe God wants done, you are more
apt to feel Him near, more apt to
® feel worthy of His call.
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Closing Prayer for
Sermon

0 God, our Father, we feel un-
.worthy of so much which you do for
us. Often we feel incapable and un-
worthy of doing Thy work in the church
and elsewhere. Sometimes our strong
sense of unworthiness causes us to
@fccl forsaken and alone.

Help us, 0 God, to focus our thou-
ghts and lives upon Jesus. When He
was forsaken and alone He turned to
Thee, and found strength and help to
conquer even death, that He might do
Thy will., We are grateful that we,
toc, can know Thy presence, and that

@.n knoving Thee we find incentive,
strength and worthiness to do Thy will.

We need Thee. We would be worthy
.of Thy call.

In Jesus Name. Amen.
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