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Scri,12ture: Song of ~ 2: 8-15. 
5,cf,..,,nwJ -

~xt: Song of ...Saegs 2: Ba --" !b.e 
voice of my beloved!" 

l'heme: The Voice of Love. 

E'gpogitio_n: When the voice of that 
which we love speaks of God it is 
among life's sweetest treasurers and 
.moves us to selfiess deeds for ou.r 
Weloved. 

Date written; July 4, 1957• 
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Song of Solomon 2:8-15 

Introduction: l (very first-openin5) 

A man sat in a duck blind drinking 
fror ~ flask with a friend who was 
drinki~ ~ coffee from a thermos bottle . 
After no action for hours, a lone duck 
flew over . The coffee drinker jumped 
to his feet, fired, and missed . The 
other man then casually raised his 

n and downed the duck . When mr con­
gratulated by his amazed friend, he 
replied, •Aw, it wasn't so good. I 
usually get three or four out of a 
flock that size." 

It is difficult to understand how 
some thi~gs come about . 

Today we're studying something that 
is difficult, and are looking in it 
for another portion of God's word . 
That something is the Old Testament 
book called The Song of Solomon, or 
the Song of Songs • 

• 
- - ---------------





ov.u~ uJ. .;;>v~:s '• O-.J..:J • •. • • • •• • • ~ 

' fl((/,S · f /I /f 
lntrod.uc ti QiQ; 

l. Of all the books in the Old Test 
ent none is so difficult .. ~o inter­.5;p1,..o fV (), ... 

:pret as the Song of ~ongs. About no 
other book lla.s se- mtteh been written 
'Conce :ng no other are there such dif­

erence s of opinion and such a vtrietu 
of il1terpretations. 

2. Yet, 1 t is this book that gives 
us our theme for tod.ey, and therefore 
which we needm to underst~nd better. 

~ l,.J C, f\ 

Sot.,"' 
I. The Sgng of' Songs - its bacWound, 
"P&?Ose. and other information about it. 

1. The tit_.le is, by ~evidence in the 
book itself, Obviously an editor's work, 
after the book had been written. "The 
Song of s;:ngs n would seem to be a supe 
lative, l e 11The lord of Lords" and 
kind.red exp ssions. The editor treate~ 

e book !9 a single poem and apparently 
ascribed its authorihip to Solomon, 
though there is insufficient evidence 
in the book to determine definitely if 
olomon wrote it, if it was written to 

or about him,ar just trho did ite it. 
t. .Among the ancien , pre-Christian 

Jews there was considerable discussion 
as tto whether the Song of' Songs should 

in the canon, or collection of holy 
Scriptur~Jhtehtu.Blly, however. it ~am 
t'O be accEJP.te~ ~ idl of the Jews, and 
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. 
a thema. or C\lrsed, were those who 
ed azq more tQ sil 1 t as a. -wine 

~ in the banqueting halls, as some 
been accustomed to d~ Its er tic 

cha ter, stressing (ea~s of Pht•i­
cal I ve, aanitestly c~ed it lo be 
ao us and doub2aless so this_ fe 
Sllsed it lace i the c on, or 

ScriP.ture, ti ~e gµeldii~ 
3. We know that the Song of Songs wa 

written in or prior to the 8th. Century 
• c.. for a Jewish book written in the 

8th. Century :a. c. tells us th@.t the 
Song of Songs was used li turg1cally by 
being read on the eightlii da,- of the 
Passover celebration1 or at the beg~~ 
of the New Year. A Seventh Century B.C 
Jewish work implies that this :Book was 
read publicly in these services or Pas 
over. Even tod~ it is still prescribe 

~ or orthodox Jews that the :Book be read 
at the conclusion of the morning servic 
on one of the Sabbaths of the Passover 
season. In most synagogu.es, however, 

tsid.8 of north Poland and Li tmumia. 
it is read not publicJ1' but by each in 
vidual privately in connection with the 
passover celebration. 

4. The Song is unique in Hebrew 11 t 
l ature: there is nothing even remotely 
like it ~ere else in the Bible. It 
is lyric poetry ot qquisi te beauty, 
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Song of Songs 2:8-15 •••••••• 4 

f'all of sensuous symbols. It is the on 
~ok in the :Bible to have all its con­
lent put into the mouth of speakers, 
but it is a monologue with practically 
no dialogue. The speakers are not ide 
tified nor are their speeches introduce 

9h.e book has some drama.tice characteri 
tices. but it is not drama. It is mar 
ed by frequ.ent repetitions, by refrains, 
and antiphonal (echoing) responses. 
T t lacks structure. There is no move­
men t to a conclusion. Matters are as 
far advallced in 1 :4 or 2 :4 as in 8 :4. 
It is manifestly foR poetry, simple 
and naive, not the work of a profession 
a1 of the world of literature. It is 
full of extravagant imagery. niere is 
a remarkable appreciation of the beau­
ties of nature in the po em and nature 
s prominent throughout. There is an 

elusive geogr~hical background -- some 
times Judean, sometimes Isrealite, or 
~ans-Jordanian, or Syrian. It is 
Palestinian, generally, rather than 
~ust Hebraic. It has a wider range 
than Just the Hebrew people. In its 
present form it is purely secular in 
character, with no apparent theological 

41J9ligious or moral attributes. God 
never once appears in it. 

5. How can such a. book be interpre­
ted? What does it mean? For centuries 
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Song of Songs IS'······· 
the.re have been many varieties of alle-

rical interpretations, w~th the bride 
of the book being ;n otie Tt~b' Clitirch, in 
another the virgin Ma.r.y, in still anoth 
the Christ, or i'D. others a large varie 

, of interpretations. The allegorical 
nteroretation could. make the Book mean 

- I ?' 
~ng. You could choose your things 
for which its characters stood. In the 
end the extravagances of this method of 

terpre ting the Soncof Songs Jl:t::JmJPEQ 
were its undoing, so it has nearly dis­
appeared now. 

6. Some have tried to interpret the 
Song of Songs as a drama, but this, too 
is faulty interpretation. It simply is 
not wtitten as a pla.v, lacking dWogue 
movement, and point, which drama must 
have. 

7. For a while a po:pular interpre­
tation of the Song of Songs was that it 
was a collection of Judaen wed.ding song 
but in recent years further stuccy- and 
evidence shows that this can not be so. 

8 • .Another view of the book is that 
1 t is a secular love song, actually 
having no rightful place in the collec­
tion of sacred literature. This is a 
tronzly-held view, but various bits of 

obvious evidence both within and with­
out the book would seem to deey Jlhis 
theory. It is, indeed, a religious 
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. 
0...., book, tAe- large number of scholars see 

to agree. 
9. This, then, brings us to a relig­

ious interpretation of the Songs of 
Songs, or to what is called the litur­
gical interpretation. According to thi 
:theory, the Song of Songs is the survi­
val in conventionalized form of ancient 
Hebrew New Year's liturgies ( forms of 
what is said in a service) that cele­
brated the reunion and marriage of the 

god with the Mother goddess, which 
in the ancient world typified the re­
vi val of life in nature which came with 
the growiig season. It is the remainder 
in literature of a ieyth. It harks back 
to the ancient fertility cult which in 
its many foms was fo'Ulld throughout the 
whole liOrld, and is not without its 
survi vsls even in our own d~, as wi tne 
eatures in our Easter celebration. At 

least part of this song was used in va,­
ri ous festivals of Old Testament times, 
and the festi'fal.s themselves hark back 
o features of more ancient New Year's 

celebrations connected with the fe~tili 
cults. In course of time, however, the 
early conncections of the book were for 
£0~, and it became so secularized 
~at it appears todey as a simple antho­
logy of love poems without ~religious 
connections whatever. (In t1'..e liturgies 
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of the f ert11i ty cUl t women always p&;y 
Ji: prominent role, the speakers a.re not 
~amed, ~d their speeches are more mon 
logye th~ diaJ.ogue, ~.nd very repeti­
tio~, tli~ goddess is sometimes bride, 
some imes s'tster, sometimes mother; th 
elov d ts s~etimes id• but more 

o£ten ~hepher(\; the 11 turgy was a.c ted 
o t in :Part, w~th th ki~ taking the 
role of the god, and 1.'t is the neare~t 
approach to drama that ~ c~ to us 
~t of the sncient near. ~ -In snort 
the peculiar characteristics of ~ 
of Songs aseedl' meatio:aei a:ref'•, eJ~tt:t"J 
explained Zhen i:n ~ -Qther manner by 
sa.ving it >.s a )few Year's liturgy of 1 
snd life'r<leri~~ ·originally from an­
cient 4ertili ty cul ts known to the 
Hebrews before they came to believe in 

ine God, J ahweh, or &ehovah. 
10. With all this, the Song of Songs 

is still difficult to understand. We 
know it was included in our Bible be­
cause those who put it there th~t it I 
uggested the love of God for Israel. 

Does it have azw meaning for us? 
One thing is clear: 1 t is a poem in 

praise of love. It is expressed in 
"'"omantic and radiant le.ngu.ap. And so 
Sll1' meaning we mSN' find in this most 
unusual Bible book is to be found in 
the theme of love; -- and at that in love 
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·Song f Solomon 2:8-15 

.411111111 Introduction to }oi t II (before 

.., stating the point) 

One evening a large fp .~ ly stopped 
~ at a loca1 ice cream shop . The 

mother warned the children: ''Now, 
remember , just get cones -- I haven't 
much money tonight . " 

Disappointed, ~he four-year-old in 
the family shyly asked, "Well, can I 
have ice cream in it?" 

That fo11J:~~;~~&1d knew what would 
give her {11~ at that point;' 
and she didn't want to miss it! 

oo,,- s c- t"" '(" (v wl 6'o k qJo;"' fs' r1vf 
f:.CtrJ-f 
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-~ong o~ ~ongs ~;o-~;v. •••••••••• u 

between man and woman, youth and maiden 
" ' 11. '1ie Scripture which we read tod 

egins with words which are true to the 
theme of personal love which is the 
strong and bea.utifu.l, yet realistic, 
theme of the Song. Those words are 
The Voice of Jey"" Eeloved!" These words 

are not introductory to ~thing. They 
stand for and by themselves and end wi 
an exclamation aa.rk. "Behold, the voic 
f 1tzy' belovedJ." They suuest to us the 
opic, "The Voice of Love, n as beine 

one true to the Scripture and of v~ue 
to the Chrristian. Let us think of 
11 The Voice of Lavp." 

/U,( 1 ... 

II. The yoice of that whic;h we lgve is 
Slf§et and giyes much 12lecynlfe• 

1. In the Scripture the lover obviou 
.lY has said all that needs to be said 
'bout her beloved., so far as she is 

concerned. 11 'lhe voice of J1\V beloved!" 
She hears him, he is near, and she is 
as happy as she can be. What they s~ 
o each other doesn't matter nearly as 

mu.ch as that they are together. can 
hear and see and be with each other. 

2. All who hmre been in love know 
fl_f what we speak, and those who l.ae 

not loved another strongly and passion­
ately can never Ul'lderstand the pleasure 
that just the voice of one's beloved 
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.o-.-.,,. •••••••• ·~ 
can give. 

· 3. If' your young folks hang onto the 
'1ione tor hours as they talk to their 
beloved, to their sweethearts, you're 
provM>ly providing the cheapest-priced 
pleasure you. can for them. The voice 

f love indeed is sweet. 

III. Th,e voice of ones ~eloved gause( 
one to pe;f onn selfl.ess d,eeds for the 

'eryice of the.. b.e.lo.v:e.d:. 
1. This is the aspect of love tha,t 

gives it meaning, the part that causes 
lovers to buckle down. to saor1£ice, 
hard work, and clea.headed thinking 
that btilkls well for the future. 

2. A ·youth work:l.Dg for months to bey 
his girl that thing she so mu.ch would 
like to have is l 8arning that to love i 

,10 di1ci~line onestlf'. The thought of 
~ne exelamations and expressions of 
pleasure that ltse anticipates hearing 
from her when she receives Jlis hard.­
earned gift keep him going, deeying 

imself maey things he would like to 
have. 

3. The love of a parent for a child 
is what ca:uses him to stick by- the child 

.iihrough sickness, w~ardness1 e -ducati~ 
~ expense. I 
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song o:t •••••••• 

IV. $ife' s tn:eE}test per~nal satisfac14t-
.ons are found in the sweetne 1 
us servige whieh the voice of love_ 

calls for.th •• 
1. In our Scriptural love song she 

responds to the sweetness of his voice, 
9md is re~ to rise from her rest and 
go with him as he seys 11 Arise, my love, 
my fair one, and come awey; 

0 ~ dove, in the clefts of the rock 
in the coverts of the cliff, 

let me see your face, 
let me hear your voice, 

for your voice is sweet, 
and your face is comely." 

To rosuond to the sweetness of his voic 
is for- her the greatesl of pleasures, th 
most in satisfaction. 

2. lt11111K !Ihe sound of the voice of 
fiove is enough, when the sleepy-headed 
-a.rowsy cltl.dish voice just before drop.. 
ping into sleep St\Y'St n I love you, 

"~·" 3. Parents, tired after a dt:W" of wor. 
to earn the money with which to buy the 
clothing, pey- the medical and educat­
ional bills and give various advantages 
to their demanding children, often be­
fore they retire at night will stejgl 
lighly into the room of the sleepiilg 
children, and as they gaze at. the still 
sweet faces of their beloved little 
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•••••••••••• J. 

ones will sey- "They're worth every bit 
of it. 0 

4. Our greatest satisfactions in 
life do come when we heed the voice of 
love and serve those whom we love. 

~. Sich satisfactions ,§te J:gi- greater 
and more las ting WheA in the ,Voice gf 
love we hear God and se@Lto seae Him 
thppgh the serv;ic,e to ow.beloved, 

1. Nowhere does the Bible minimize 
he importance of the love of man and 

woman. In both the Old Testament ands 
the New such love not only is mentioned 
frankly and in detail• but often. In 
Hosea fit the Old Testament, and in the 
works of Paul in the New Testament, pa 
ticularly, 1 ove of man and woman leads 
to a realization of the love of God, an 
eca:u.se of the realization of the love 
f God. the Bible helps the love of man 

and woman for each other to be enriched 
made more beauti:f'ul, made more meaning­
ful. 

2. For the lover, death itself tan 
be borne in service o~ protection of 
his beloved. Christ's death reminds us 
that God loves us as strongly as death 
tself t and, indeed, that Christ died 
or us. Christians find in Christ a. 

cause and a :person deserving of all they 
h~ve to give, and one who, unlike some 
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Song of Songs 2:8-15 ••••••• 12 

human lovers, never lets them down. 
- 3. A story is told by I. H. Moffett 

n 11 Where 1 er the Sun" (Friendship Press 
1953) about how the Comnro.nists came in­
to a North China village and found a 
little group of Christians. Probably 
ecause the Christians refused to par­

ticipate in- the hate campaigns against 
the landlords, the Communists lost thei 
tempers. 11 We will take Blfa'U you.r land" 

fihey said. And the Christians only re­
plied,! "That is all right. Our pos­
sessions belong to the L:>rd Jesus Ohris1 
The Communists said, 11 We will 'leat you • 
.And the Clhristians repMed, "That is all 
right. Our bodies belong to the Lord 
Jesus Christ." The 8omnnmists said, 
"We can kill you. 11 And the Christians 
replied, "Even our lives belong to the 

ord. Jesus Christ. n 
4. Strong love alw~s enobles us, 

makes us better able to stand whatever 
mu.st be stood in the service of the one 
we love. If as a man loves a. woman he 
ees in her God's finest gift to him; 

if as he seeks to make her life happy 
he sees in her ha~iness a ws:r of taanb­
ing and praising WO~ if Jii·&- love and 

•ervice grow through the years, he 
finds that his capa.ci ty to love and 
serve reaches out to more and more of 
God's children. 1'hen indeed he finds 
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Song of Songs ••••••••••••••••• 

that his satisfaction in life is at 
1 ts greates-~ o The voice of love to him 

that of his opposite, his mate, and 
through that love he has come to know 
and love God and others. 

S<>nclusion: 
1. The Song of Son.gs, the Bible's 

book speaking mostly of love letween 
man and woman, can help us to understa.n 
the selfless love which Christ showed 
s, and which tllen we in love for Him 

can show others. As the lover of our 
Sllr.lp:lru.re exclaims, "The voice of my 
beloved!" we too can so exclaim of our 
loved ones he1'{and of our God both now 
and in eternity. 

2. When the voice of love s;tJeaks of 
God, it is amoi;g life*s sweetest trea­
sures and moves us to seltiess <Ieeds f'o 
ur e oved. 
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