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Serinture: Song of 2:8-15.
SCLu,n
Qeﬂ: Song of _Semgs 2:8a --"The

voice of my beloved!"

Theme: The Voice of Love.

-
¢ When the volce of that
which we love speaks of God i is
among life's sweetest treasurers and
oves us to selfless deeds for our
eloved.

Date written: July 4, 1957.
Dateg and Plageg preached:
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- Song of Solomon 2:8-15

@1troduction: 1 (very first-opening)

A man sat in a duck blind drinking
from a flask with a friend who was
drinking coffee from a thermos bottle.
After no action for hours, a lone duck
flew over. The coffee drinker jumped
to his feet, fired, and missed., The
other man then casually raised his

n and downed the duck., When k= con-
gratulated by his amazed friend, he
replied, “Aw, it wasn't so good., I
usually get three or four out of a
flock that size."

It is difficult to understand how
some things come about.

. Today we're studying something that

is difficult, and are looking in it
for another portion of God's word.
That something is the 0ld Testament

.book called The Song of Solomon, or

the Song of Songs.,
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1. Of all the books in the Uld Testae
@ent none 1is so difficult to inter-
pret as the Song of Songs. About no
other book hgs—se-much-been-writ .
concorning-no-other- are there such dif-

erences of opinion and such 2 variety
“of interpretations.

2, Yety 1t is this book that gives
us our theme for today, and therefore
which we need® to understand better.

b

W1 ¢ (< oAl
olo Mo
1. The Song of Somgs — ite becksvound,
Jwooge, end other informatlon about it.
1. The title is, by evidence in the
book\ltself, ohviously an editor!s work,
after ‘the book had been written. "The
Song of “§ongs" would seem to'be a super-
lative, 1l3ke "The Iord of Lords" and ™
‘kindred expressions. The editor treat
@he book gs a'single poen, and spparent
ascribed 1ts smthorship to“Solomon,
though there is insufficient evidence
in the book to determine definitely if
(‘olomon wrote 1t, if it was written to

Or _about him,or hw te 1it.
&. Among the ancien®; pPre-Christian
Jews there was considerable discussion

as to whether the Songz of Songs should
in the canon, or collection of holy

Seriptures. [‘Byehtuallys however, it ‘cam

tobe acceptad ‘of *"t{x"e‘_}ww 5 \a nd
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tha,@a. or cursed, were thos\e who &xrxs
dered any more ?Q sing it as a'wine
@okz in the banqueting halls, as’some
been aceustomed:to d Its ergtic
ter, stressing features of phygi-

3, We know ‘that the Song of Songs was
written in or prior to the 8th. Century
@®,C., for a Jewish book written in the
8th, Century B,C, tells us that the
Song of Songs was used liturgically by
being read on the eightlhday of the
Pagsover celebrationg or at the beginnin
of the New Year. A Seventh Century B.C.
Jewlish work implies that this Book was
read publicly in these services of Pags-
over., Hven todsgy it is still presecribed
@or orthodox Jews that the Book be read
at the conclusion of the morning service
on one of the Sabbaths of the Passover
season., In most synagogzues, however,

tsidé of north Poland and Iithmenia,
it is read not publicly but by each indi
vidual privately in connection with the
passover celebration.
ke The Song is unique in Hebrew lite-
@ature: there is nothing even remo tely
like it anywhere else in the Bible, It
1s lyric poetry of emquisite beamty,
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Song of Songs 2:8=15¢ccesccs?

full of sensuous symbols., It is the o
?odk in the Bible to have all its con-
ent put into the mouth of speakers,
but it is a monologue with practically
no dielogue. The speskers are not ide
tified nor are their speeches introduce
@he book has some dramatice characteri
tices; but it is not drama. It is mar
ed by frequent repetitions, by refrains,

and antiphonal (echoing) responses.
‘t lacks structure. There is no move-
ment to a conclusion, Matters are as
far advanced in 1:4 or 2:4 as in 8:4,
It is manifestly folk poetry, simple
and naive, not the work of a profession
2l of the world of literature. It is
full of extravagant imagery. There is
a remarksble eppreciation of the beau~
ties of nature in the pokem and nature
@s prominent throughout. There is an
elusive geographieal background —— som
times Judean,; sometimes Isrealite, or
Trans-Jordanian, or Syrian. It is
Palestinian, generally, rather than
.Just Hebraic. It has a2 wider range
than just the Hebrew people. In its
present form it is purely secular in
characters with no apparent theological
‘eligious or moral attributes. God
never once appears in it.
5. How can such a book be interpre-
ted? What does it mean? TFor ceaturies
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‘ there have been many varieties of alle-
@rical interpretations, T{éth the bride
of the book being in one. & ehureh, in
enother the virgin Mary, in still anothe
the Christ, or in others a large variety
_of interpretations. The allegorical

| Qnterpretation & make the Book mean

~ anything. You could choose your things

 for which its characters stood. In the

~ end the extravagances of this method of
@nterpreting the Songof Songs HEEEEIE
were its undoing, so it has nearly dis-
appeared now,

6. Some have tried to interpret the
Song of Songs as a drama, but this, too,
is famlty interpretation. It simply is
not wiitten as a play, lacking diilogue,
movement, and point, which drama must
have.

7. For a while a popular interpre-
tation of the Song of Songs was that it
was a collection of Judasn wedding song:
but in recent years further study and

Oeviéence gshows that this can not be so.

8., Another view of the book is that
it is a secular love song, actually
having no rightful place in the collec-
tion of sacred literature. This is a

@tronzly-held view, but various bits of
obvious evidence both within and with-
out the book would seem to deny khis
theory. It is, indeed, & religious



I hel&y agree fo gfe to the Bading Fund of

GRACE METHODIST CHURCH
CHEYENNE, WYOMING

Cash

or$

per week for 100 weeks, payable weekly

beginning March 4, 1956.

Name

Date

Address




T VA MVMDN &~V ALJeeeeeee U

bock, #ke large mmber of scholars seem
to agrees.

9. This, then, brings us to a relig-
lous interpretation of the Songw of
Songs, or to what is called the 1litur-
gical interpretation. According to thi

.theory. the Song of Songs is the survi-
val in conventionalized form of ancient
Hebrew New Year's liturgies ( forms of
what is sald in a service) that cele-
brated the reunion and marrisge of the

god with the Mother goddess, which
in the ancient world typified the re-
vival of 1life ir nature which came with
the growimg season. It is the remainder
in literature of a2 myth. It harks back
to the ancient fertility cult which in
its many forms was found throughout the
whole world, and is not without its
survivals even in our own day, as witne

Qeatures in our Baster celebration., At
least part of this song was used in vae-
rious festivals of 0ld Testement times,
and the festi®als themselves hark back
@0 features of more ancient New Year's
celebrations connected with the febtili
cultse In course of time, however, the
early conncections of the bock were for-
GC:&t‘en, and it became so secularized

at it appears today as 2 simple antho-
logy of love poems without any religious
comections whatever. (In.the liturgles
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of the\fertility cult women always pEiy

i\‘rpromi‘genmroie. the speskers are not
‘ nd their speeches are more mono-

dizlogue, =nd very repeti-

god.&ess is sometimes bride,
gometimes s ster. sometimes mother; the

@olovei s sometimes kings but more
often shepherd; th liturgy was acted =
out in part, with theé king telking t

~ role of %!ge god, \and 1 is“\the neare t

5 roach to. drama\the.t cope to us'

ﬁlt) of the smcient nesr East.| In short,

the peculfar characteristics of@%ng
of Songs adreaiy-mentioned are
explained than.—i-n—aap—-a:hez_manner ke
seying it is a New Year s liturgy of lov
snd life""d.%:(j,wﬁag ‘originslly from an-
cient ﬁbrtility cults known to the |
Hebrews before they ceme to believe in
ane God, Jahweh, or dehovsah.

10, With all this, the Song of Songs
is still difficult to understand., We
know it was included in our Bible be-
cause those who put it there thomght it

®ugcested the love of God for Isreel.
Does it have any meaning for us? |

One thing is clear: it is a poem ir
praise of love. It is expressed in
icmantic end radiant lengusge., And so
any meaning we mey find in this most
umisual Bible book is to be found in
the theme of love:-— and at that in love
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‘Song of Solomon 2:8-15

Introduction to Point II (before
@stating the point)

One evening a large family stopped
at a local ice cream shop. The
mother warned the children:"Now,
remember, just get cones ~- I haven't
much money tonight."

‘ Disappointed, &he four-year-old in
% @ family shyly asked, "Well, can I
| have ice cream in it?"

That fo ~yearsc d knew what would
give her pzééfiﬁé% at that pointf
and she didn't want to miss it!

'OUrSQ.-(d,(vW/ boa JJ&JAFK P
Ehgt
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between man and women, youth and maiden.
"11. THe Scripture which we read todey
Qegins with words which are true to the
theme of personal love which is the
strong and beautiful, yet realistic,
theme of the Song. Those words are
@' The Voice of my Beloved!" These words
ere not introductory to anything. They
stand for and by themselves and end wi
an exclemation mark, "Behold, the voic
f my belovedl" They suggest to us the
opic, "The Voice of Love," as be
one true to the Seripture and of value
to the Chrristian., Let us think of -
"The Voice of Love."
g ILLUSTRET 16 ,f
1. 0 W, v
Sweet and glves much pleagure.
1. In the Scripture the lover obviou
: has said all that needs to be sald
bout her beloved, so far as she is
concerned. "The voice of my beloved!"
She hears him, he is near, and she is
as happy as she can be. WYhat they say
@to each other doesn't matter nearly as
mach as that they are together, can
heer and see and be with each other.
2. All who have been in love know
.91‘ what we spezk, and those who Rave
not loved another strongly and passion-
etely cen never understand the pleasure
that just the voice of one's beloved
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can give.

* 3¢ If your young folks hang onto the
thme for hours as they tazlk to their
beloved, to their sweetheerts, you're
probiibly providing the cheapest-priced
pleasure you can for them. The voice
@< love indeed is sweet.

III. 9 _
[*) or th

Fgmggg of the beloved.
1, This is the aspect of love that

gives it meaning, the part that causes
lovers to buckle down to sacrifice,
hard work, and cleas-headed thinking
that tadlids well for the future.

2. A youth working for months to dbuy
his girl that thing she so much would
like to have is leprning that to love i
to diseipline ones#lf, The thought of

exclametions and expressions of
pleasure that Be anticipates hearing
from her when she receives Mls hard-
earned gift keep him going, denying
@ imself many things he would like to
have.

3¢ The love of a parent for a child
is what cemses him to stick by the child
hrough sickness, waywardness, e-ducati

expense.
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fels greatest personal satisfacté
éons are f in & eetne
gss gservice which the voice of love
calls forth,
1. In our Scripturel love song she
responds to the sweetness of his voices
@nd is ready to rise from her rest and
go with him as he says "Arise, my love,
my fair one, and come away,;
O my dove, in the clefts of the rock
in the coverts of the cliff,
let me see your face,
let me hear your voice,
for your voice is sweet,
and your face is comely."
To respond to the sweetness of his voicd
is for her the greatest of plessures, the
most in satisfaction.
2, ¥rzmx The sound of the voice of
ove is enough, when the sleepy-headed
owsy cHldish voice just before drop-
ping into sleep sayss "I love you,
Momny, "

3. Parents, tired after a day of wor
@®to earn the money with which to buy the
clothing, pay the medical and educat-
ional bills and give various advantages
to their demanding children, often be-
.fore they retire at night will stepm
lighly into the room of the sleeping T
children, and as they gaze adk the sti.ll'

sweet faces of their beloved little
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ones will say "They're worth every bit
of 1t."

@® 4, our greatest satisfactions 4n

life do come when we heed the voice of
love and serve those whom we love.

our beloved
1, Nowhere does the Bible minimize

- importance of the love of man =nd

woman., In both the 0ld Testament and %
the New such love not only is mentioned
frankly and in detail, but often. 1In
Hosea 8f the 01d Testameni, and ia the
works of Paul in the New Testament, par-
ticularly, love of man and women leads
to a realization of the love of God, an¢

ecause of the realization of the love
T God the Bible helps the love of man
and womgn for each other to be enriched,
made more beautiful, made more meaning-
ful,

@ 2. For the lover, death itself éan
be borne in service of protection of
his beloved. Christ's death reminds us
that God loves us as strongly as death

ts#lf, and, indeed, that Christ died

Tor us, Christians find in Christ =
caugse and a person deserving of all they
hgve to give, and one who, unlike some
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< Song of Songs 2:8—15....-..12
bhuman lovers, never lets them down.

3. A story is told by 8, H. Moffeft
Q. "Where'er the Sun" (Priendship Press.
1953) about how the Communists came in-
to a North China village and found a
little group of Christians. Probably

®ecanse the Christisns refused to par-
ticipate in the hate campaigns against
the landlords, the Communists lost theis
tempers. "We will take away your land"
.they saide And the Christians only re-
plied,® "That is 21l right. Our pos-
sassions belong to the Iord Jesus Christ
The Commmnists said, "We will Beat you.'
And the Ghristians repbied, "That is all
right, Our bodies belong to the Iord
Jesus Christ." The Bommmnists said,
"We can kill you." And the Christians
replied, "Even our lives belong to the
@ord Jesus Christ."”

L, Strong love always enobles us,
makes us better able to stand whatever |
mist be stood in the service of the one
we love, If as a man loves a woman he

@005 in her God's finest gift to him:
if as he seeks to make her life heppy
he sees in her iness a way of thank-
ing and preising @o% if kds love and
@crvice grow through the years, he
finds that his capacity to love and
serve reaches out to more and more of
God's children. Then indeed he finds
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that his satisfaction in life is at
its greatest. The voice of love %o him
@s that of his opposite, his mate, and
through that love he has come to know
and love God and others.

sonclusion:

1. The Song of Songs, the Bible's
book speaking mostly of love Between
man and woman, can help us to understand
the selfless love which Christ showed
@s, 2nd which then we in love for Him
can show others. As the lover of our
Ssripiure exclaims, "The voice of my
beloved!" we too can so exclaim of our
loved ones hemand of our God both now
and in éternity.

2, When the voice of love speaks of
God, it is among life's sweelest trea-

sures and moves us to selfless deeds for
iur Peloved.
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