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Ruth 2:2-13 

Theme: Rcsnect from others for loyalty dis~lpyed. 

Text: Ru.th 2:12-1'3 -- 11 All th~t you have done 
for :.·our mother-in-l:iw since the de·.lth of your 
hus bPnd has been fully tolcl me.. . . . . . . . . . and 8 

full r!3Ward be gj 'ren yon by t:r~·e r.ord, the God of 
Isr9el, under who~n winF.s you hPVI? come to teke 
refuge. 11 

Pro"'Josition: LoyP.lty to loved orn=:s and to wortb;.r 
TI11roosec: eArns pn individual the estee-n of oth~rs 
p11d. of God. 

Dnte writtf'n:· 18 October 1952 
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Introduction: 
~ • 1 . I ntroduction p,nd surnm?ry of Book of Ruth leRding 

to th 0 Seri tural circums~e..~ce . 
2. Recdin of text. 
3. Scri12ture p..ncl. text E_oint to esteem, or resuect, 

n 'Illich God an .t...UinPns_ hold whoc;e vho are loypl for 
ight~ous repsons . 

4. Here WP. ·,ri ~h to exflming the idea of loynl ty 
for righteous rer-c::;ons and thP. esteem received because of 
it . 

I. Lnv~lty to loved ones brines esteem; 
1 . In Ri.1tr ... , esteem of EoPz earned ".:>ec~use o: loyalty 

to motber~In~l~w . 
2 . I n Victor Hugo's traa:ediPS are many stories of 

loy')l ty which e2rn our s~rmoatby and respect . One hr>s 
a poor, hungry, cold and inc-:ufficiently-dressed mother 
struPglin,~ throuf." .. ,h cold c:md sno·ry •·;inter nip-ht, shelterinP· 
nPxt to her body and w~rminr, with . er bod.y heat P.. very 
;roung b-:.~by girl . When through fatigue and exposure she 
fp.lls 11nd dies , th0 br>by is saved bec:-'use the Mother had 
sheltered and protected it, even in der:ith , with her own 

ody. The ba})-~r survived ~nd t·rrs found by someone who 
cared for it. That tyne of loynlty which the poor mother 
displayed mi-ht -.te e:x--pl<::>ined as instinctive , or other
•·rise n:'ltural , but ··c ad.tiire, esteem, respect it greatly 
nonetheless. 

3. Loved ones are not Alweys kin folks . Sor'l~times 
th0 y are friends or acqu~intences whose pctions or 
.,tt • tudes in conmen with yours ha.VP built u.1 a. tie of 
love. 

a . A fnmous Biblical example of this ty-pe of love 
is the c~se of D~vid And Jon~than. JonPthan risked his 

life at the h ands of his enr~~ed and insane fath~r , 
s~ul , to WDrn David of d?nger from s~ul, through shooting 
prro'rn as a si.gnal. Jon,.,than 1 s firendship brought 
him th,:.; love of Dcivid, annointed. o:· Se!muel to ruli:>. 
\!hen Jonathan ,1E!S killed by mistake, Dr>vid grieved bitter
ly . Jon th~n rememberP-d tod13.y onl~· for his lo7al ty 
to P friend whom he loved, but respected for that 
loynlty . 

b. Mr . W. , \'ho ;ent into bu.sinE'ss with partner . -Through heh) of a goo~~ friend recPived conc;iderable 
fin:mci;:ll b~ckine. In the depression, lil~e many oth0 rs, 
th() business feilAd . .~r . . 11 s n~rtnor took b,..,nkru-otcy 
Pnd thAreby r~lieved hinself of legpl obligAtion~ 
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to make good on debts. Mr. 1v instead made arrangements 
Yhereby he p~ys a little on debt for rest of e~rning 
life. This still won't repay in full, so he has en 
arrRngernent whereb; he has , life insur~nce 1)olicy on 
himself which is keut p::i.id uu, end of ,,rhich th<=> lender 
is the. beneficiory to the extent of all principal and 
interest du8 on th(.\ debt. Thus h~ nroved his loynlty 
to the firned who m:tde possible the ori ii.al lonn, 
e'\len thouP-h the nrovinp, of thpt loyalty litcrnlly 
required a life effort. We r>dmire, esteem, resnect 
such loyal t~r. 

II; Loyrlty to worthy nurposes e::irns esteem. 
1. Old Test.nm~nt still is cnnsidered sacred and great 

literatd.re• by Chri$tians becPuse it emphPsizes ~gpin pnd 
3£ain one thin~, loyaltT to God. Periods of tim~ of 
gr(.'at length are n~ssed over in the O~ T. ·Ji th ordinG 
ref erring simply to G. mpn reie-nin.e:, dying and being 
re-placed by Pnother rule!'; or to the stc•tement thnt 
th0 rye op le sinn°ci. The bulk of the 0 .. T. deals with 
events an" men who had on° centrnl loyalty !'Ind purpos . 
to be lo~Pl to God. ~e misconcentions they hqd on ideas 
such ::is the ideri th8.t God dem".'lnded massacrest or annroved 
or overlooked certainx sins in life, etc.• 2re not P-Cce~~t.Q.
ed by us today. In s·)i te of these misconceptions. the 
O.T. hero s and peo1le pre great, e.re of interest to U9 
pnd h:=tVe our r0 ~nect, b;:.ca.use they tried to be ~oy~l to 
God. Loyalty to God is man'~ gre~test cau~~ still. 
A consecrnted and enrnest man of any reli ,ion e~xns our 
esteem, our respect, siuroly 'beer-use he is so loy"'l to 
ris God. Even our g_overr.un~nt recognizes th..,t lo;n:il ty 
to Go is .... hie-l:Ar duty th"n loy:il ty to stPte. 

_3.:_Second to loynlty to God in cpuses of importPnce 
to uhich loyPlty is due is loyr>lty to country. !Jike 
nny other humrn orgpnization, the government can and does 
moke mistpk0 s. As citizens we c~_,,.11 pool our resources 
with others to brine pressure to correct mist~~es. The 
coming election offers such An op·oortuni ty for the ::;ieonlP 
.0 ~nnrove or dis~ry~rove certain ideas and ~ctions in 
·o\rPrnment. In S"Pite of mistakes, govi::>rnment is the 

Pie:enc? of -o.rotection for our bmes, and makes possible 
rig-hts, freAdoms and nrivil r;es to many th~t only ~ fe~ 
could know without governmPnt. The povernr:1ent is the 
country ~nd the countrx i'3 the ~overnmPnt. You and I, 
our loved on8s and frienc.s and neii:?hbors, compose the 
country 8nd a· A tho government. To be lcy~l to ourselves 
r-ind to" our f~f,,.ds n.nd 1 oved oni:.c:: mecns we must be loypl 
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t.o t h e countr y . That i s why when df.UlP-:er thr eptens us 
.fnr1 our f r ecdorr s , P s it is today . ve must supuor t the 
p;overnr.nent , be loypl to thi:i country, in gu::>rdin'"" ap.;ri-inst 
such dan.gers . EP-ch of us ow,:;s a debt of service to his 
country f or the rights it nrotects for u s. Servi c"' i n 
he mil it2ry thus becom9s not cmm~ig±Ei~ something 
0 n~te OeC?USe of its hrrdness, but something to be 

done i!l P willin°'° ,.,nd ch"'P.,.,ful sp i rit to th0 best of one ' s 
"'bi.l i ty. I t is :i t oken o"" loy"llty to ::> c.reat causr-i , the 
cn~e of protection and maint3inencp of home end freedom~ . 

w~ r:irP. rif'.'ht in giTing r ecognit ion and hon0rs to war 
hAroes , for thAy er>rn ~qteem "'Ild res)ect for outst.?ndir..g 
loy-:.1 ty to a gre[lt c:-iu~~. 

J. There Pre mAny other ~reat cpu~es t o which loyAlty 
is due . 'I1he pr=ir~on loyal t o f'.'Ood c.nuses al 1;;.ys wins our 
e steem, ou r respect . 

III. ~o d~sir~ thP. r~s~~ct of others ~nd of God is ~ 
n~tur .. 1 ~na cornmen1~blP stron~ motivP. for PCtion . 

1 . A cocker ~pe.niel nu.p is "ffActionnte, obedient , 
loy~l, ~nd al s o de""Pndent . lfowever. he i~" '"'oc·~1 

,,n · m .. 1, rind will even di"'1ohey hicoi ·-1~ster f c; c .. 111.nP' and 
un o~~ 6dcas ion~lly t o pJay with Pnoth0r lor . The cow

~2.ny and 3~teen o: others of its own kind is an vir~l 
desire in Mim ...... s . ~e sallle do"; likes petting. kindx 
Hards, p_..nd the ap"Jrovc:il of its own~rs . The Jnaster 1 s 
ppryroval, in th0 sho· d0trn . is more iL1portant to t]1G dog 
thim that of his own kind. -· 

2 . Like•vise with man . as an animRl , a natural 
being , "ants cor.pa.':y ar..r ~~+ .e''l of others of his own 
ki!ld. , of otl..er huma .. "ls . This is a God- given, n8tn.r.n1 
desire . As a ph: .. ~;1U:al being m?..n rlso needs aunro rpl 
P.nd est0em end res;ect of ~ higher- than- hims8lf 
po'l.:er . For humpns su ch an i ntelli eent higher pmrnr c.:-n 
onlJ oe the intelligent cr eator 311d governor of ~11 that 
is , or God . I t is nP.ttn,al t o se0 ~ ~c0.d. ·~ aJ212roval . His 
~n~rov~l is far more impor t ant for man ' s welfare tha..~ 
that of other humnns , though both ere desirable . 

3. The 01.1 T0 .st::.rnent prophets constrintly ur ·ed 
eonle to live ri?~teously in order to e~rn the good 

,, ill Pnd re\1nrds of God , and in order to live in nef\Ce 
'ri th t he i r fe l l owmen. 

IJ, Jesus , t oo, urged people to follo11 his moral 
teachings th."'t they :rdgnt be renarrled by the P~ther uhich 
is i n heaven , th~t they might enter the Kingdom of 
Hec:iven, th.rt ~h"ly :might h-:lve rooms in his FB.ther' s house , 
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..) 1.•hat they r.iight ht">Ve life eternal. In 11 this He was 
commending the desire to have the esteem of God. 

Conclusion: 
1. I t is nctural pnd commendable to desire the respect 

f otl.. rs and of God. 
2 . The sure way to earn such esteem , res~ect and 

:idmiration i§. to b 0 lo:t:Al to those whom we love and to 
"JOT thy c uses. 

3. Loynlty to those we love is Basier tha.i1 to c~uses, 
but loyalty to great causes is just as necessary as 
loyalty to peonle. 

il. May Qbd hel '.) us to be loyal to Him, to wo~shi o 
of Him PS don.:> in our religion at church a...."ld chapel, and 
to our count!'y . 

5. fuch loyalty will make us better soldier<; , better 
citi7-ens . better members of +-Nnilies, beti'ter friends , 
better individuals. 

6. As Boaz s~id to Ru th for her loyalty to M~omi, 
ID?.Y the Father say to you :-it the timP of eternal .iud...,.ing, 
11 

:-- full rei1ard be ~iven you by the Lord.., lfhe God of 
sr~el , under whose •,.1in~s )!ou hi> '"8 come to t['$e refuge. 11 
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