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• Topic: Together With One Voi• J • 

Text: Romans 15 :5-6 --"May the God 
of steadfastness and encouraggm.ent 
grant you to live in such harmony 
with one another, in accord with 
Christ Jesus, that together you may 
with one voice glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ." 

Proposition: Those who would worship 
God acceptably must firs~ live in a 
manner acceptable to him; and this 
can be done only with God 1 s help. 

Dates written_;_ March 3, 1962. 

Dates and places used: 
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Introduction: 
~ 1. Perhaps the best-loved New 

Testament passage outside of the four 
gospels is the 13th chapter of I 
Corinthians. That passage is Paul 1s 
beautiful psalm to love, which has 
these beaut~ statements, as presen. 
ted in the Revised Standard Version o 
the Bible: 

n Love is patient and kind; ••• 
love bears all things, believes all 
things, hopes all things, endures 
all things. Love never ends •••• 
So faith, h()J:)e, love abide, these 
three, but the greatest of these 
is love." 

2. In our Scripture for today, 
Romans 15:1-13, Paul is still talking 
of 11 love, 0 but here he speaks in 
less poetic terms, and is more spe} 
ci.fic and practical. He writes about 

• a particular aspect of love: about 
such harmony and concord among 
Christians in their worship that they 
seem to praise God with one boice • 

• 
Two verses of this Scripture in par­
ticular present this concept, verses 
5 & 6, which will serve as our text. 
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. 
3. In an age when disputes and 

divisions seem connnon to almost every 
area of life, any note of harmony, 
concord and togetherness seems 
doubly welcome . te 
that the pbennmeriar-growth in Qistri­
bution.-o£ oget.hex, tha=mon~ 
Methodj,a.t family magazine , is due as 
much to its name as to its excellent, 
interesting and appealing articles 
and art . Unity, harmony and together 
ness ar.e words with strong appeal for 
us . It is our intent today, here, to 
seek some od:miarx guidance and en­
lightenment in how worthwhile unity 
and togetherness may be acheieved wit 

-in the framework of Christian faith . 
We will be guided in this by today ' s 
text . 

I . It is iigportant to recognize God 
as the source of steadfastness and 
encouragement if any difficult , worth 
while Christian goal is to be achi­
eved . 

1. In times of frustration, gr1e1 
disappointment and failure it is 
natural to become discouraged, as 
most of us know by e:xperience. 

2 . In his book,nA Faith for 
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'E oug~ 'f.ime s, u Harry Emerson Fosdick 
. gave a good illustration of why con­

fusion and dqscouragement are so 
common. He wrote : n As in the old 
story of ~inbad the Sailor, anchoring 
his boat on what seemed an island, 
but finding it to be instead a great 
beast of the sea, that went charging 
off with him, boat and all, across 
the tossing ocean, so our trusted 
stabilities fail, and distnnbed 
societies and nations drag us with 
them in turmoil." 
(Serald Kennedy, A ~econd Readers 
Notebook, Harper, 1959, #273,p.79) . 

3 . Somehow, it does seem that we 
don 1t know where we are or where we 
are going. 1~~ in a meeting one 
whole day ~' in which the 
whole time was spent discussing the 
danger of war, the need for effec­
tive disarmanent, and suggestions as 
to how it might be achieved. we all 
are, or should be, concerned with 
this problem of the arms race, for 
tt threatens to destroy us, in more 
ways than one. The danger of a nuc­
lear war is ~erhapii'""the most spectac­
ular thret;t · o our ;?ecuri ty, and 
P.~haps--c~~ he most widespread 
oeuse for fear, uncertainty, confus-
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ion, and discouragmment~ but it is 
by no means the only one. You hav 
~ your own list of things 
that seem uncertain, your list of 
causes for discouragement; and I 
have mine. No matter how hard try 
to overcome these things, no ~~er 
how much others try to help ~ over­
come them, they still seem to 11eat 
on " 'WEt'heed some source of 
enco agem~t beyond the scope of 
human beings. 

y r;:,\l 
4. ~ have such a source. He is 

God. Paul dexcribed him, in the 
words of our text, as "the God of 
steadfastness and encouragement. 11 

He is the God of encouragement, be­
aause H~s so steadfast, so depen­
dable, so tmre. 

5. In George Johnstone Jeffrey 1s 
book, 11 The Sacrament Table,•• there 
is the story of a missionary in 
Canada whose area of travel was so 
big that he could only make visits 
to any settlement at long intervals 
of time. Hip last act in one visit 
to a settlers home was to teach a 
small invalid boy the text, "The Lord 
is my Shepherd," and he did it by 
the method of a word to each finger, 

..."1 
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saying finally, and suiting action to 
. word, "Rem~er, always to hold on to 

the fourth finger -- the Lord is ~ 
shepherd." When he came back to that 
home two years later, the boy was not 
there. He had died in the dark of 
a winter ngght; and, said the mother 
"We found him in the morning with his 
hands outside the coverlet, his left 

land clasped around the fourth finger 
of the right. n 
(Kennedy, Ibid, #454,p.132). 

Like this little boy at the mom­
ent of death, in all sorts of diffi­
cult and unusual situations, many 
people have found God to be the one 
sure thing left. Like the mother of 
the boy, people who know the stead­
fast God f_ind encouragerent to over­
come their grief and bitterness, and 
to enter again into a normal fellow­
ship with other people. 

6. To know that God is reliable, 
or steadfast, is to want to Ef.ease 
him. The Chri~t~~ sees iH Christ 
a pattern for MbtrJg"1ust that. :M-­
as you or I try to "follow Christ, 1 

we find ourselves slipping again and 
again, and doing things which are 
un-christlike. Then it is that 
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II. We must recognize that we are 
so imperfect that it is only by God 1s 

grant, Of"" gift, that we can ~ 
approach accord with Christ 1s spirit~ 

• I l E.%~ . ->Q... 
1. - w Pau11~~!31~L~fil'a 

text in--oeftizox~, ..w~~s 
me aJ;.J i ng, when:>we=picJE.-eu:t-:bhe·~ 

"May •• God ••• grant you to live in such 
harmony with one another, in accord 
with Christ Jesus ••• 0 • Any success 
we might have in our own lives in 
imitating Christ is only with God. 1s 
permission, will, and help, Paul 
ooems to mean. ~ believe 
that God offers such help to all 
people, but~t J18P.P~3. w; u t want 
and try to ~ ' •t. 

2. ~woman was talking 
with a friend whom she had not seen 
~ several years. At one point in 
the conversation she said that a shor 
time previously she .l1iibJielFt.~~~ 
bitter and discouraged that she felt 
the only way to get avay from this 
feeling was to go out and get 
"stinking drunk, 11 so as to sink into 

,Q___omplete oblivion for a while. The 
cause of her black despair was that 
her brother, to whom ehe had been 
very close, had been sent to the 
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penitentiary for writing bad checks. 
She said that the thing that keii her 
from turning to drink was that she 
found heeself saying silently, 0 I&n 
a Christian. I 1m a leader in my a 
church. Christ wouldn 1t want me to 
do this. With his help, I 1m not. 11 

She said that for several days she 
had to keep telling herself this, 
to keep praying, to keep struggling, 
but that finally the temptation to 
get away from everything by getting 
drunk did pass away. She said it 
was only because of God's mercy that 
it worked out this way. 

3. We do have many examples from 
everyday life, and much assurance fro 
Scripture, that this is the way it 
is. We are imperfect. v.re can never 
be like Jesus. But with God's hlap, 
whleh i"S a .g1£t f!1'0hi lm.,-- in som 
ways we can approach~tbil!jle-, .... e'Ven 

• th • MY a lime-=- . the 
spirit of Christ. 

III. As we come to recognize and 
know GOd 1s steadfastness and encoura 
ment as tlirou h His mere we a roac 
Christ 1s spirit, we find that we ~ 
increasingly in harmony and together 
with others of similar outlook. 
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1 . During World War II a young 
) man was a pilot of a bomber, a flying 

fortress . In this military assign­
ment he flew several missions in whic 
obliteration bombing was carried out 
on cities so that many innocent people 
became war victims. After the war 
he continued his education, graduated 
and entered a profession of a highly 
technical nature . Even though in 
this job he was doing th~ of use 
for others, he was not satisfied. 
He kept thinking of the horrors of 
the war . H~,..f'elt that he must do 
somethi~-li'ftb. his life to help make 
up for some of the misery which....._ 

----4::i.aliili~ he had caused others in his 
bomber-pilot days. He concluded that 
the ministry was the profession in 
which he could best make an imprint 
on the minds and souls of tthers, 
and per}\atis thereby plant some seeds 
of peace. When hei:ll"M left his pro-
13ession to enter seminary, and when 
later he entered the ministry, he 
found many people who understood his 
motivation and admired him for it. 
He found a harmony and a together 

~ ness in the church which he realized 
only when he~ first found within 
his innerself some enDouragement 
that.\i,,seeiitiit~ was from God. As he 

'Tric 14~1.J~UW _ __ 
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sought accord with the spirit of 
Christ he -e'liiil::;at 

found accord with the spirit of 
ChrfSt, at least to some extent, and 
this lead him to gr!&aa~r harmony 
wi"l..h and nearness to others of simi­
lar faith. 

2. tl!tdoahecal.y, e reason that 
so many strong, lifetime fr~end­
ships e_re made between people and 
families who become acquainted with 
each other at church is because~~e 
~---~·olks tr&P~~~~;-.e?1811~ 

~.-::~:f 1'xp0Pie.n 
'ffie:.;:;iiiaill81~W similar conclusions abo 
the things that count in life. Thro, 
Christ they are in basic harmony and 
~ogetherness even before they meet. 

3. Here in our church, as in many 
other churches of our land, we sing 
the great hymns of faith, we 
have periods of medi'a.tion, times 
for public and private prayer, ac­
tivities of a social nature, and 
service poljects. We find in tbresm 
~ some or all of these activi­
ties what we need, each for himself: 
sometimes a serious opportunity for 
Christian service, sometimes recrea­
tion and pleasure, sometimes a real 
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~ 

spiritual experience. 'In these 
functions we are _ , giving 
our praise to God, together ~ith 
one voice. ,,...· 

4. An encouraging fact of our :tim 
times is the increasing communication 
and joint activities among the variou 
?hristian chu:ches and g~{i~1¥l~· ~ 
:i: )i'e op"le of 
varying Christian experience are 
realizing that they are "together 
with one voice11 with other 
Christians. 

Conclusion: 
1. We have been guided today by 

the Christian thinking of St. Paul, 
a---1?_ presented in Romans 15:1-13. 

2. In this, and from life situa­
tions, we have been reminded that it 
is important to recognize God as the 
source of the steadfastness and e~ 
couragement which we need and can 
find in tlifficult times. 

J. We have recognized that of 
ourselves 'lire are so imp~~fect that 
often we can not accept the encourage 
ment and stability which God offers. 
We have remembered that God does 
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offer us the example of christ's 
spirit, and that He will help us 
approach nearer and near er to it, 
if we ar e willing to make our own 
~Y effor t in this dir ection. 

4. We have said that as we 

11 

com0 near err and nea_er to:xi. Chmist 1s 
spirit we find that we are increas­
ingly in har mony with ethers of 
s im.1..lar out.rook. 

5. This leads us t e o~rcen­
clusieo., which was sta.tod. li.nng ago 
by Pau.1; ..... the G tf s~dfast­
ne11s and enc•uragement ~ au t • 
live in such harmony with one 
another , in accerd with Ghr ist 
Jesus, that togeth8"Y:'-y may with one 
voice glorify the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.~ 

6. To say it anothe way1 those 
who would worship Qod acce-ptat~ 
t\>getbeY must £i..-at live in a mann~ 
acceptable to him, as best they can; 
and this can be done only with God's 
help, through 11 the imitation of 
Christ. tt 
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Goa., help us to r.8eognize our 
limitations. lb. times of despair 
-thi~ is not ha.r d to do, but in 
success and victo~y it is · 
difficult. We a e mma~ 
dej-emdent on thee for the only 
sur e things of life ; and for all 
our encouragement. Help us t e seek 
mo .. e diligently Thy mind, by t rying 
to achieve mor e of the spir it of 
Ch ist. Gi ant that together we 
may l ealize Jthat which we ask, and 
that together we rrny praise thee 
with sincer ity. 

In Jesus• na.me. Amen. 
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