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® Seripture: Romans 1.
Sermon Topic: Act from Faith,

Text: Romens 14:23 -—-" he who has som
doubts is condemned, if he eats, be-
cause he does not act from faith; for

whatever does not proeeed from faith i
sin',

Provosition: A Christian must act fro
faith in all ereas of life; but when
he does so he does not despise, con-

demn or treat unkindly those who disa-
eree with hinm,

Date written: Jan, 27, 1966,

.L’_}ates and places used:

Altlaredy M A . 1-18-90
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Romans 14, 1

._I;atroduc tion:

e Ahillbilly with a rifle over
one shoulder and a jul over the other
stopped the city slicker and said,
"Strakger, take a slug outa my jugp".

@ "No thanks", said the slicker. "I
hate the stuff."

E="Drink!" demanded the hillbilly,
pointing the £ifle at the city man's

ead,.

He drank, then spluttered, "Agh,
that's terriblel"

"Ain't it though?" agreed the hill-
Pilly., "Now you hold the gun on me
while I take a drink". (from About Face
as in Quote, 1-9-66,p.1l4

2. In the matter of living with

*ther people we may not go to s%
remes as the hillbilly to make \
reande conform to the patterns we set
for them, but we do often treat rather
badly those with whom we may disagree.
t is sad to heve to admit that often
the worst treatment is given to people

with whom we wip dissgree on religious
mattérs.

- 3¢ This is the situation about

vhich we read in Romans 14, our Serip-

ture for today. Paul spends quite a
bit of time here rebuking those who







‘Romens 14 2

treat badly others within the Christi
faith with vhom they do not agree.
Matters of disagreement which he dis-
cusses are those of which day to obse
Q=5 = dey of worship, whether or not
certain foods should be eaten or eb-
stained from as a Christian, and the
way that Christians should treat peo-
.ple wvho are non-Christien,or perhaps

who are Christians that choose to
worship in a different way from those
to whom he wrote.

L., Perhaps as we discuss these
things and add to it words from the
last wverse of Seripture which we read
today, we will find a cure for some
.of the disagreements religious people

face each other with, and a motivation
which can give you and me reassurance
as we act from frakilk faith in the
things we must do.

I It is difficult not to hate,
despise or treat badly those with whom
we gif?er in religious practice, or
in other matters of great importance
.to USe s
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Romans .14 3

® o A wealthy woman was interview-
ing a prospective maid. "Do you know
how to serve company?", she asked.
"Sure do," answered the girl. "Both
waysh,
"What do you mean by 'both ways!',"
asked the lady.
"Sots they'll come back, and so's
:hey won'tt!,
from General Features, as in Qnéée
®7:0.9,17968, 0,15

2, In the day in which Paul was
writing slieit, ErxoshxR¥yxin the church
at Corinth, where he was when he wrote
our Scriptural letter to the church
people at Rome, and in the church at
Rome too, there were evidently differ-
ent opinions on the importance of
.various cus toms, andk how to do them.
People on the two sides of a question
were extremely Jjudemental of each othe
end, like the maid who tried to arr
things so people would not come back,
tried to treat those in the church wit
whom they disagreed so they would get
out of the church., Sometimes the

Judgemental people even t f
.they had the power to kno:lggg}t thé

eternal desti of somebody they did
not like.uﬂﬂl







Romens I4 L

’

@ 3. You are mware that conservative
end orthodox Jews keep dietary customs
wvhich are derived from The 0l1d Testa~
ment, and which go back thousands of

.years in history to their beginnings.
Jesus was raised in the consciousness
of such customs, and since he was in
a good Jewish family, he was trained to
keep them. Paml, toos had this type of

@background. He became a strict rabbi,
igsisting that Jews keep every singke
one of the minute and many regulations
of relggious custom and fracticeswuntil
he was oconverted to Christ. In the
churches at Corinth and at Rome were
many peovle of both Jewish kmmkmrawxi
and Gentile, or non-Jewish, background.
The Jews, for the most partswere in-

.sistent that the members of the church,
regerdless of their backesround, keep
the Jewish dietary im=mws laws and obey
the Ten Commandments, including the
keeping of Saturdgy, the last day of th

.week. as the holy day. They were very
disdainful of the faith of those who d
not do these things, and condemned them
strongly, and predi¢éed & dire judg-

nt upon them by God. The Gentiles,
in turn, made fun of the seemiigly-sill
end overdone customs of the Jewish
Christians, and replied with condem-
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Romans 14 5

.nations of their own. Of course, not
all the Jews thought badly of the
Gentiles, nor treated them badly; nor
did all the Gentile Christians treat
their Jewish fellow-churchmen so badly.

@But thete was far too much squabbling,
It was to this situation that Paul
wrote from Corinth, where the problem
also existed, to the church at Rome,

.concerning the divisions.

Ly We, too, tend to detide and
misunderstend those with whom we disa-
gree on things religious.

a, It is very difficult, for
example, fr a Protestant of stpong
fundementalist beliefs to be kind

P and friendly to, much less cooperate
with, a Romen Catholic, & libersl
Protestant, or anyone else within or
without the Christian world who does
not believe as he does. The radio

@ veves are full of programs by preach-
ers with this bent. ( Carl MeIntyre . |

broadcasts a constant negative mes}"“
sege of distrust and condemnation 34

® toward those within the Christian
fold with whom he dissgrees; and
he does this over approximately 500 Y
stations. I won't be the one to tell
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Romans- 14 6

what stations to tune to if you want
to hear him! He is typical of thos
who berate others,who also believe
in ChristJ because they to not hold
specific doctrines which he espouses
and who tries to prove them communi st
or other brand of trattors as a sort
of blackmail effort to mekmx put
pressure on them to change.

be Nor are the Fandamentalists
within the Protestant fold the only
ones guilty of a sort of defamation
of character on this sort of thing,
Within the so-called liberal fold
are many who think that the very
worst thing that can happen to man-
kind is the experience of war. They
may be nearly right, at that, for war
ig terridble. I can't help but be
smused, however, at those who preach
an absolute pacifism and vet do it
so very militantly. OCne such person,
end I were on a
Conference Board of Christian Social
Concerns at the same time, This Boar
is charged with trying to help the

Christians in the Methodist Churches
of our area think through and act

effectively on social matters, in-
cluding the mtter of war and peace.
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Romans .14 4

.At one mee’Q I wore my Army uniform,
because I s, to attend a chaplain
function immecll"iately afterward (I am
& National Guard chaplain and a former
Army chaplein), ‘e sight of this

@nrilitaristic attire set nmy friend of?f
On a very unpacifistic verbal attack o
me and all military people. After that
I frequently wore my uniform to the
meetings just to ha:ve\&he pleasure of

.1rk:lng him. So there,\were)two people o
varying and opposite orinions on a
sub ject of Christian coneern, trying to
hurt each o ther; yet each knowing he
wasn't likely to change the mind of the
other.

¢ In this day of an emphag$s on
. ecumenical, toﬁ t Christianity,
&

ﬁge are still rgymen and Cuet¥t-
Who''can view only with suspicion

and mistrust the approaches doward
friendship and copperation being made
. by the Roman Catholics, the Mormans,
or any other krmwmhmwxmitt adherents
to a Christian expeession much dif-
ferent from their own. I find this

o quite truey with some of the ministers

in this our town, even now. And in
some places I've known ministers, as

well as lay members of churches, to







j Romans 14 8

.make it clear that they would not
participate #n an organization if
such and such a group or person d
participate. We think this to be
both silly and wrong. To be kind

@ =nd friendly toward those with whom
we may strongly dissgree is not un-
Christien, bdbut very, very Christian.
Even while doing this, mxmsmritisd
Chrxdokkanxmws

‘II- e an my

in 811 aress of life from the fai

he holds.

l. It used to seem so silly to me
to see the Jewish rabbi-chaplain on
an army’ post where I was stationed wal
two miles to his chapel on the Sabbath
instead of starting his car and using

.11; to get there. However, for some
reason I still don't understand, xh=kx
rexresenindxwerky the starting of his
cer represented work, and he would not

.do it When I asked him about it, he
said he knew it looked silly, btut he
believed there was both religious value
and a value of self-disciptne in it,
and he would continue, regardless of

.what was thought., This man had a rere
sense of conviction which caused him
to act on what he thought right.
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Romans 1714 V 9

2, This is the spirit that Paul
.urged on his rxmadwxx original readers
of our Seripture. It is summed up
perhaps best in the 23rd verse, which
might well be our te¥t. He wrote,

@ "he who has doubts id condemned, if he
eats, bedsuse he does not act from
aith; for whatever does not proceed
from faith is sin",

He was telling the Christias at Ro
@inat ir they, or anym of them, doubédd
that it was right to eat foods, such
as Pork, which the ﬁws considered it
wroﬁ to dat, then/E®°¥ould be sinning
to eat these things. His teachings
earlier in the Scripture also indicate

his conviction that to abstain fron
such foods if one was convinced there
was no harm in them would also be wron
except for one thing. That was that if
the Christian did something which cans
someone else to do something he thought
to be wrong, then the Christisn was

@' rong. TFor instance, to put a weak
person on the spot in a crowd by offeri
him food or drink which he thinks it is
wrong to take but which he has not mor
fidre to refuse, is wronge A Christian

.shou.ld. never do that,
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.reli;gious liverty. It is God's alone

@ Y4« Apersonnel director was inter-

@I, for one, am glad that is changed,

@rciples, but I can mingle with and

Romans 14 10

-

3¢ Paul was also insisting that
no matter how much yu think another's
beliefs and customs may be wrong or
sillyw you don't make fun of him, you
don't mistreat him, you grant him

to Jjudge. Thus Paul was in realit{one
of the early great champions of freed

viewing an applicant for a job. He
sald, "You're asting big pay for a
beginner".

The applicant answered, "Well, the
work is harder when you don't knowm
eny thing about it".

(from About Face, as in Quote for
Jano 9' 1966| Pe 15)0

5¢ The world of our fathers or
grandfathers was one in which M&idn't

know much about pecple of o orms
of faith very different fro own.

and that we are conversant more and
more with each other., I still have my

strong confictions on religious prin-

talkm seriously, even on religion, with

both laymen and clergymen of greatly
different religious practice and







Romans b 11

.theolo@y. 1 pigr-omey--am glad it is
that way. I think it is the way Chris
would have it. I think this is what
Paul was trying to tell the early-dsy
Christians at Rome.

6. TESihessuse:Sitaiebelly
religion demands me to be respectful
of akffememiximiizfx other people,

.regard.less of their beliefs; to respec
their sincerity, not to be cynical ab
themwitiimxt when they meke even the
wildest and cragiest claims for their
religzion. "love the sinner but hate th
ein" is an 0ld ssying which might be
modified to say, "Love the person of
different faith, but hold fast and
strongly to your own faith", My fai

.demands that I try to act on this
principle.

Conclusion:
l. With Paul, we would say that
@hLe vho verforms a religious act becamse
of pressure from others, to be popular,
to save his skin, is a sinner, is wron
We would, with Paul, remember that_

it is not ours to judge the sincerit
of others, w®You and I can not be sure

that another man's actions ere not
sincere, no matéer how phony they look.




3 ¢ .
-
-
"
Nt L 3
¥
¢
.
o
*
.
s ®
£




Romans 14 12

@Ve must remember that each individual
is also a child of God, and it is your
and my duty to treat him as such.

2. As for our own lives, we need
.to have our own very definite convictio
to which we cling regardless of oppo-
sition, ridicule, or hardship. We
need to act from faith, doing what we
.believe right end metiw saying courage-
ously what we believe,at—the=mmment.
We know that what we believe determines
what we are, so it is important to
know what we believe., TFor we act from
falth, whether we know,it 6r not, no
matter who we are. aié?@“ th may be
in the power of money or‘vosition,
knowledge or family. It may also be
n the love of God for each snd every
one of us,that points, out that God
alone wil? Judge, bu;&B will do it
mercifully and lovingly. This relieves
us of the necessity to condemn others
and lets us concentrate on living as
clese as we can to the dictates of our
own faith,

3¢ Act from faiths That is the
challenge of our Scripture, of our
Christ, of our lives. t from
' fraeiRed

faith, we will accomp s. Not
Just belief, but action. Act from fai
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