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RomarAs 12:14-21 ••••••••••• 2 

lntrpdi]i.ction: 
: ide osts story of nolice-

mart\ f:u 1 of hat1e toward k ller 
of :-119 ather. catcping tb . g thug 
who was very possfqly his ffather' s 
ldl!:.er. vaeee ljl.e cquld have avenge 
th'af·~eath. Did. noi do it, and ex
n~~i~nced r~~ief of lo~~ pent-u~ 
hatt41d and te'nsion. : .:,. 

• A'Qove·'"~ true and modern ·~ · 
...... 1114 .... • ·1 

illu$trfi.tion of ~e$Chings Paul ·· 
gRve .to li!'th Ge tile and Jew }.n .. : 
Seri tur~.. 1::.: • ,, 

\ ~ ~ _1
, ·Prul 1 s.\3 ooks of N. T. 

tes.~ij"y . that\ Ohr stians of. • earl~ ._ 
churq~ 'and t~ough the Age( find.; 
in;'° PeyI' i~ri tin~ excelle~i ex.=:
~l~pKtio~: of Christ's will ' and · 
t~dchtngs. ·. In present 1 pa.~rs"ge '=~ 

I· • • ~ • 

both 0. T. ~.nd C.h.fai$t' 9:. s~ngs 
1 0 ~ ... 

arf quoted by Paul tto -~emp ·asize 
ide~ of over min~ ev!l with good • 

.. ?o s_tu this C1btptur~ pas
s~ ~ averydA1 !life to de term in . " .. _ - l 
in~elligenc~ of trying : ~o over-
come evil wii!i good, to 'see what . 
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RomRn~ 12:14-21 ••••••••••• 3 
.is. to be gAined °l{Y such an e.pproac . . to lif.e, is our roblem • 

.. 
I. SOrirpt!re sunnnm,: 
! -1.: v. ll.i. sets ~he theme. 
· · 2.; v .15-16 a.re 2 sayings unre. 11 ted~ ad.monitions flowing from 

· the same Paul whi~h brought the . . : c~ief mess~e of the ~assage, ~d 
: ,which sho Paul 1 s 1!mmani ty.: hi$-

· tendency to digress as extraneous 
· thouPhts strike_:. tihen to re'.turn to 
th.e ma in theme ;. . ·1 -.. . '3· v. 17-21 ret'1rns t to main ·; 

· theme of ~~SS8ge and of this ser-
; . mon. ~ · p... ,...,, 

D 0 \ ~I~ ' 9ne gains tpe respeo.t of other~ 
]Y .returnin~ good for evil(~.17) 
·: .l. Pol ic~an Mil ton Gbhen:; said 

11 ! .feel free, for t~e frrst ' time 
in~ lo~g wh~le." In th~ ey@s of 
his -: wife he ·gained new r·es~ci and 
stature: 11You are. Free to b'3 the 
kind. of ~~ther you_r f·ather was. 11 

] 
2·: "Joe, 11 assist~nt Scoutmaster 

who insisted on some order ~ ... -.,. 
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Romans 12: ll.i.-21 •••••• ·• .••• 4 
in meetd:ngt=t. ov~r resis,tance of 
·soine o us irowd!;es when we i:ted 
especi lly fiisr~pectfully tO. him 
and -pl ed la mesn trickunon hit:l, 
reac te by! talcing 2 riJgl,etders 
a.side d ~a.lki,Pg pr1vately and 
persim ly1 wi tzr them, discussing 
hif~o ls hn t~ troopr Instead o 
usinf; physicalJorce, :as he could 
h~~; 1and ,exer~ing,hi~·euthority · 
to ~u~ the rectlcitrants in line 
or nut them oul, h~ u~ed friendly 
uersu. sion. Ire wo}'l 2 fl'iends ~d 
the .r. speet o~~' the ·whole~. tro~p. 

III~ ti s : ~r to live·ueP.Ce&b • 
t s 11 el'D returnfh a-0d . 

fo e il . . v.1~· . < 
1 

fi 
. ~ As ' Scri~tur~~ ~tate.~ i~~ .a. wa 

some1ime it !s min~ssib!e ta live 
m~~c~ful y. But wh~n yai,i '.~do~ave 
a chcice p~eftil ~~ ving~ is~-? safer 

2 .. Re derr. D~es1 story o~f 
f~ll~ w!tf in.,.ba.n .n~~-* 15ot 
in ~tntt wi~ ~ s~ranget, @d 
invited stranger into bac~ room to 
settle matter with fists. Strange 
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. Roma.n;-12:14-21 ••.•.• ~ : • . -:5 
prove~ to be professional boxer, 
who knocked him with one blow so 
that he fell into"· tlie baaemen\, 
breaking : some bones. He woutd have 

t 

been safe~ had he been of a more 
peaceful 4ispositi?n (ors stayed 
out of bafi), , and ,};lad he rfot st,art-

ed a. f igJlt • I ~: ; 3. !n internatiori. matt rs, ;.:. 
FrAnce .~ /ngland, Holland_ a.nd ;others 
have colpnies whichfare ong sores 
snots 'of world in regard to dt:mger 
of Co~mu.nism taking over. Qhina 
w.,s long exploited (Hongko~ is ·· ! 
stillt~eld~ by the Britis'h). 
Indie.. toward which · we ghou:J.d feel 
a bond: of broth~rhoo"d in smathy 
wit. ffi~r recent, gaf1iing of inde-pen-· 
den~e rom Brit~int tends j~oward 
Co~~ ism, we are told. Hett f1f , 
the 'world's trouble sfots, where 
war is most likely to, break QU.~, 
are t':tosl .places where France, 

1 ·~ Holland, England ·and/othe~ n~~ionr 
have use force ~ tpe p~t or · 
present ,to tltke and hold ;B.nd exploi 
thos~ countr-~es.j T~ly, ; pea~e is 
safe/~ th~ the dt'Mgttr of communism 

"""' .:~ I .,. ~. 
· :· ; ,11_ 
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- · Romans -i2 :lli-21 •••.• :.: •. : •• 6 
which. we now face. Yet the neace was or~gina¢1y broken, and ~rong 
do~e. by m~ of those natios we 
nmJ c~.J11 al~i~s and supnort. So 
f~ ls :1t &epends on~s~. we would 
belsmarter ·to snend bi~lions show
iJl~ ou~ peaceful inten~ions throug 
im~sions, eponomic and ·soo.ill h~lp 
~t9., than to spend gr~ater and .
~rtater billions on a never-ending 
ne!Ver-satisfied arms and miJ.itary
tr'aining race and pro~am. -~Those 
whp would cut foreign aid in favor 
ot: the much more expen,ive milita 
.Pi;~grams had best look to t tieir··. • J • ,. 

.-.,r a son ing. , i,j I r. ,, 
-~ . ·• ... ..., . . 

·' . Orie etercises fsi th in God·: 
\rh n he ves ven e · e :1: · G · l' 
~(v. ). fl 

1. Policteman Col;len' s '-1-tt~le 
wa~ in Guideno,sts, whic~ is~·publis 
hed tta.i peoT)e,~ mifht ~~sti_:t'y in 
nrt~t qf their· faith in·God ' and in 
:prqer: : H~ 'was tes~ifyTng ~at he 
foillid God; . pd personal peace, whe 
he left his personal ~uest for 
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.. ; - .. Ro~A--ll ~ 12: l~-21 •.•. ··· .. • • 7 
.Jenge-a,:b.Ge ~ 1in ~he 1'-:e;.ids· of God. · \~ 2 • .in l wars ·in 1st yeari- the 
aefe.rt1d ~e %or1,.ts• in vengeanc been l~oted u.nrnerc ~1').y, and made 
to"·J)ay rtribute, today ~'ealled repa
rhttt.ons\ f.or years. Yet severa.l of th~ Wo;.J..d W.f!,'r ~I vic~ors, inclu 
d~ng our 61!~:. _nlftipn. have.;not . t\tken ve~anc e dti GermanY\ or .J ap :· 'ht'-~· inste.ad, ha?; hel.ped ' rebu:f'.ld 

! and TeVi talize na'tions which at
~ t~cked them. I bilieve that ~ u~swing in :public ; rel~giou~.- fai!th 
w~ich has been " so ; evi~~nt in r . en 
ydars is a dtr~ct 1resttl t of·· or 
d~-emphasis onr~e~geace, an~ of leav~J1g it to t}ie :Lord. ' 

') • < 
~ - ~ v. i '.sati:sfying;,sort t of ; llengean-ce id to be h~d by returning gt>od ' for ~ (v.20). 

1. If you must 11get even, ·" or 
repay for a wrog done, thei:,'s no 
better w~.y than to do good o the 
one who wronged you. It le~ves him with a sort of ~lpless fee"'!'tng. 2. ~plain noticed serg~ant 



#TlmDANCE :REG! Sl!R~ION 

~ t aJD a meilib9J'· of this chui'cho• 

D 
~ ''j" 

k 1 ain a member o/f~.{ , · . .A' : 4 · 
7

/ ' Clmrch 

in ,.. -~ .. J, - """~.( ,1 .~ 

Qt ~ave 
.. : 01 would like to ,becoJne , _,· ~ 

this church-

N 
. 

-·-- -- - '- •£• r 

I · I /.. ' 
~SS . ' ~-~/ 

I .. · " See tou"''f~ ChurcPr" SJ.ndat" ··~ . 
# -



Romans 12 :14-21 ••• ~ •• .•..•• 8 
come ·to·chapel night after night. 
'si·t, and just look at the cross 
or the altar or his Bible~ and 
saim tb pr~l.. .Ca)Ile into cha:olain' of ic~ one!fiight and told his sto-
r , w~th a~rged int radiant look 
on hi~ face. His wife, art English 
girl, during the temporary sepa- ... rza:'tit:>n caused by' his army place- ;:_. 
mtint. conceived by someone else. · 
snccked him almost t~ th' breaking 
noil'.l.~· Thought f l?-Q.i.ng AWOL, • 
after ne~1Y . 15 epr~! of highly 
eomin·n~a.~e .... s'erv ce, !ind of killi 

~
r ~d t~e guil m~~ Crone to 
ape1 nii'll after nig~t to ge{. -
lp ·~o c~b~t th\s b~tter fe~ing 

which demanded ve~eance. One 
pight sobbed and c~ied, the first . , . -· night the chanlai:u ! rea.lly rtook; 6. t 

... ' "' • go~d loak at hiJ!l. - t.irhrougJ:h"13ible,3 
l'e~ding ~d~ ""O-r~e:_r •there fh th~ ~ 
chap:l · ~e ·t~:. ~.~is ion to try,....to 
fng~ve, :i'.ISIXX~;..:itfe~~·· · to 
try lto win h\g-..:wi~ fBPk\~ -~o try 
to E\ive the gtdl t1e~s ~~i1d f~om .., · li s W9i 1 ~ a.:£fair a }lome, jusi a!l : 
he: ' s tp hi 9 own: ch ~ldr~. ~hro · ..,,..'....

____ 
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· Romans 12:14-21 • .; •••..•.•.• 9 
both her end his f2)!lily he arrange 
for her to return to England so 
her folks could ca.re for her. The 
with the cha~l~in's hAlP he was 
abl~ to gP-t trP.nsferred to Enr.lish 
-oost where his f amilY could be 
together ~g~in. The rival for the 
t·rife'·s affections never wa.s abused 
nor re,roached, al1'1Q!s treated 
at least civilly. ThA wife was wo 
back by love and forgiveness. 
Overcoming evil with good in this 
case preserved a family end made 
~more christian person of· et 
least one, the sergeant. It also . b ~ 

"heapad burling coals an tn~ he d 
ofn the riva,l, 1 in hat he fo~d 

I 

his attentions and·gift$ were no 
loriger acce~t~ble or attr~ctive. 

t Co~clusion: .:..: \ :\. ~ · 
'. 1. One gains ~ the resnect o! 
i. others by re.tuf~ing good· for(pvil. 
· 2. It~is safer to .live ~e eab
:1y in this mnnner of 'returning 
good for :.,evil. \l ·~ 

\ 

':J ;.l 

·~ 
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- Romans· ~ 12.:14-21 .• •. ! ·• ~ .: • •• 10 
3; One exercises faith in God 

when he leaves ~ejlg~ce ~ 'Jn God's 
hands. ... ~ _ ..., · 

4. A sati sfy!flg. ~brt of: ven
geance is to b~tihga.~y:_· retUrning 
good for evil. i 

.5. One eain .. mu~h by overco:lning 
~ 1?11 ·with.~good. :- I r. 
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