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'll;eme: The formula for a success­
f'ul Christian Church. 

semture: Romans 12: J-21. 

Text: Romans 12: ll - 11 never :tleg 
in zeal, be aglow with the Spirit, 
serve the Lord. 11 

Proposition: The formula for a 
successful Christian church is for 
each member pr~erfully and ener­
getically to use his particular 
talents as best he can for Christ 
and the Church. 

Dete written: Oct. 8, 1955. 
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1. No. 276 in Public Speakers · 
Tr a Che11;: What is 1INO 'I "I 

e it on the tip of my to~e. 11 

.ou better spit it out. It's nit-
ric acid. ri 

2. In chemistry a formula is a 
combina.tion of symbols telling of 
hat a substance is made. Two types 
f chemical formulas: 

a. :Empirical ~of what and how 
many atoms of each to molecule. 

b. Structural -same informa.­
tion plus exaot relationship of 
atoms in molecule to each other. 
3. In mathematics a formula is 

any general fact, rule or princi­
le expressed in algebraic symbols. 

4. Symbols of formulas express 
scientific truths, but one formula 
alweys tells the same story. A 
formula is a set form 

5. In other than science, a 
f rmula is also a set form, of wrd 
or action for use in a particular 
situation. 

6. In church life, specially in 
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ew church, would be nice to have 
a forir.ula to insure a successful · 
church. 

7. With Scriptural help, as in 
Romans 12:J-2l, and as in text, 
Romans 12:11, will search for foralllo-1 
la for a successful church. 

8. Must look for one element at 
a time, as in qualitative chemistry 

a. In text Paul gave empirical 
but not structural one. 

b. In our study will try to 
find elemnts and place them in 
structural order, or in order of 
importance. 

I. -A--==~~~:.i.-~:s.:.=~.._-==~~...:.;~--. 

presence constan.tlr. 
1. In certs.in Lodge work memori­

zation required for staging key 
ceremonies. To do well at this, 
must enjoy, or be in the spirit of 
it. 

2. Paul in text: 11 aglow with the 
spirit, 0 indicates need for a sense 
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of the presence of God among church 
members. 

a. To be "aglow," when used 
about fire or light. means to be 
seen, and to spread warmth or 
light about. The source of the 
warmth or light is not of the 
fire's or bulb's own power, and 
is giyen out from within it. 

b. 11 .Aglow with the spirit" is 
to% show a warm friendliness and 
a, brighter, more satisfactory 
light than non-Christiansi to be 
attractively and compellingly 
different notifies others that 
here is a Christian. 
3. A church with most of its 

members really Christian in spirit 
is a church of warm friendliness, 
with e strong feeling of God's 
presence which challenges those wit 
whom the church or its members con­
tact. Its members glowing with 
faith make 1 t that way. 

4. "Coldness," 11unfriendliness, 11 

"uncertainty of belief" are prime 
criticisms of many churches, and 
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eople awey from them. People 11 a­
~1ow with the spirit11 have a differ 
ent church. 

5. A successful church must have 
a large section of the membership 
of folks who are 11 aglow with the 
spirit." 
II. A successful church must be 
composed of folks who, because of 
their sense of God's presence, seek 

H 
1. These work because they like 

to: fisherman for fish, hunter for 
deer or •faller game, camera hobbyist 
for good pictura, father for suppor 
of family, business man for success. 

2. Christian, too, tzf ttaglow11 

with his cause, will wwrk for it 
because he wants to, loves to, must 

3. Paul said 11 8erve the Lord" to 
the Roman Christions. We know the 
folks of the early churches served 
God chiefly through the church: 
through common labor projects, 
common funds, in worship. 

4. A church tod~ depends on iill 
those who serve. 
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a. They serve, almost alweys, 
because they want to. Churches, ·at 

least in th.1 s country, can' t fore 
people to help them. 

b. 'lhe donors, teachers, la.v 
a.peakers, ushers, volunteer jani­
tors and builders. youth le?ders 
and many others of most churches 
serve free and because the want 

to. They usually want to ~cause 
they are 11 in love, 11 or "aglow" with 
the cause and presence of Christ. 
Without them the churches could not 

exist. 
III. A successful church inlst be 
composed of folks who do not tire 
i o k f t ch, despite 
difficulties 

1. Paul, in text, "never flag in 
zeal." Flag means to 111ose vigor 
or show signs of exhaustion. 11 

2. Some things that we enjoy 
eventually play out or come to an 
end, or we tire of them and lose 
igor to do them: 

a. No. 1149, Public Speakess 
Treasure Chgst: 
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The golf er 
11 Who 1s that stranger, mother de.ar­
Look, he knows us. ~in 1 t he queer 
11Hush,my own, don't talk so wild; 
~at 1 s your father, dearest child~ 
11 Thnt 1 s my father? No such thing! 
Father died 11W91" last spring. 11 

"Father did.n 1 t die, you dub; 
Father joined a golfing club. 
Now the club is closed. so he 
Has no place to go. you see. 
No place left for him to roam, 
That is why he 1 s coming home. 11 • 

• ., I 

,3. bin•tJl:u.sl•Pe 01- ~e ... che.ndi .. 
to exercise it, runs out in many 
other are~s than golf. often. 
;t. In the church there is .al.weys 

a place for the efforts of the rest­
less person. What's more, the ~rmll 
£forts of such folks are needed. 

zeal of very many Christians flags 
the church must close. 

1 n• 
1. CDnr text S8'VS 11never flag in 

zeal, be aglo"1 with the Spirit, 
serve the Lord. 11 

2. We have compared this with an 
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empirical. formula in chemistry, say: 
it tells of what qualities a SUCf:.e 

ful. church must hnve in its members 
J. We have approached it somewtm 

as a structural formulat rearrang­
ing the elements in order of impor­
tance, as we see it, in proof of 
our theme. 

e. We have said that being 
11 aglow with the Spirit" is of 
first importance among members of 
a successful church. 

b. We have pointed out that to 
"serve the Lord" naturally follow 
being aglow with the Spirit. and 
that such service of the Lord 
thro'\l€h the church is necessary 
if the church is to exist. 

c. We have agreed with Paul 
that Christi.ans cannot long flag 
in their zeal for the Spirit or 
for serfl.ng God. Zeal is neces­
sary to the successful church. 
4. We would summarize by stating 

our formula for a successful church 
thus: 
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each ••b•r must prqerf'ully a!l4 
energeticfl.17 use his lairticularq 
talents as beet he can ~or Christ 
and the church, neTer tiring becau 
he is aglow with the Spttit of Ood 
within. 
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