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Introduction:
1. Suffering is a universul

experience:
a. Poland -- destroyed homes
and hungry children.
b. Japan —- A - bombs, floods.
c. Qur country -- dvomgth and
dust storms, depression of 30's.
d. Grief and »nain at loss of
loved ones.

2. The christisn has an attitude
toward a3l this thot puts suffering
in persnective as 2 massing vhage,
and not as ultimate gragedy.

3. It is this Christisn attitude
toward suffering which Serinture
discusses and we will exemine.

I. Suffering is real, whether
sokritual and morsl or ohysical.
1. Examples quoted in introduc-
tion all accent =s real -ones of
physical suffering, =nd could =dd.
2. Mental suffering can cause

physical suffering, or vice verss.
a. Jewish soldier from Czecho-

s slevakia (Camn Cooke) whose

’
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family murdered by Communists
before his & brother's eyes‘when .
stil1l children. Little care’as
boys, shifting for selves, drift-
ing about Xurove, ususlly hungry
end insufficiently clothed.
Through Americesn heln at end of
World War IT entered Americsy and
after requisite Army service
became éitizen. Rendered good
service in States and in Xorea,
and was physically healthy.
Could never forget murder of
Parents and subsequent sufferings
of ‘self and brother. @egsn to
think 211 sround him ~gainst
him and self entirely innocent,
and at times to have violent rages
of anger &nd terror in which he
displayed unbelievable strength.
Closed in locked NP ward, given
shock treatments. ILast saw him
when doctorsgsaid prognosis noor.
Ay exsmple of mentsl anguish
strongly influencing and disturdb-
ing physical well-being.

b. Anrone who has closely ob-
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served or experienced versonally
2 nerveious breskdown or memtal
disability knows that seriouns
mentsl disburbances are very ofte
of a spiritusl type, concerned
with whot one considers personal
failures (the unpsrdonable sin,
etc.), snd that these disturbancesg
do affect seriously the nhysical
self.

3. Likewise, physical troubles
frequently seem to induce mental,
spiritual, and moral disturbances.

L, Siffering is just as vivid
and resl when spiritual, moral or
ment~l as when strictly physical,
and sometimes much more torturesomes
Must think of suffering as including
all types.

5, Serip., v. 21, "bondage to
decayt, " refers to both the spiritus
and physical disintegration of life
we think.

11. Suffering is not endured becsus
we wish to experience it.
1, Scripture:
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% Y 20, th Tall,
D, . 2Ry In Tall.
c. v.23-=-", . .groan inwardiy
as we Wwait for =dontion as gsons."

2. Book Of Jbb presents this
idea vividiy, by portraying Job =as
a righteous man who loses family D j
death, loses wealth snd all prover-
ty, and is offlicted with boils =nd
illnesses himgelf, 231 as a result
of a2 plan arranged by God a2t the
challenge of the devil and in order
to test Job's faith. He surely did
not chose the suffering.

3. Hard for us to envision the
fatherly and loving @od in whom we
believe =2s doing such = thing.

L, Yet, in long run Job came out
better and stronger, and suffering
vroved benefieial.

5. Perhaps God does still inflict
Suffering on His servants.

6.88rinture, v.20, gives this ide

7. We don't choose suffering
as 2 rule, withoutk at least a
fairly certain goal well worth the
price beyond it, =s young coupde
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choosing to be parents.

IIT. A1l sufferine will be overcom
when peovnle become sons of God,

3. Scripture:

i Y. 2

b. v. 23b - 24 — ¥, we waitl
for adoption as sons, the redemp-
tion of our bodies. ForK%his
horne wa were saved.

22 We don't know suffering will
be overcome in sense that we know
the wood we kneel on for communion
is hard, but we know it in sense
of feeling and believing it on
the basis of Christ's exsmnle »nd
promise, It is 2 matter of faith,
or hove (to use the Scrip. term).

3. Clarence Macartney: "A number
of years sgo = friend brought me
from Austria a beautdful corving of
the Lord's Supoer, cut out of
mother-of-veesrl. When I took it to
a Jjeweler to have it mounted, I
told him that I thought it would
apnesr to Test sdvantage suspended
ageinst a light, so all its colors
and beglitiful figures would be







revezled. But his precticed eyz
looked at it, and he said, "No,
this must be mounted against gome-
thing dark." 5, the aofr

L, The Christisn faith as to th
nature of the eternsl hereanfter
makes the present sufferingsg lhok
@4 indeed. The sufferings are
the dark backdrop againgt which
the orecious treageres of eternity
show up best; sonshin of God,
brotherhood with Christ, reunion
with loved ones, and all the rest.

. IV. Faith, or hopve, in redemntion
%0 2 wondrously fine sternal life
is odhered to more patiently and
faithfully when one reslizes the
ngture of faith,

1. Seripture, v. 2Lp-25,

2. Children wanting pUDDY.
Parents deny it on grounds that
present home leocation too temporar
and place too dangerous for one,
but promise one when family settles
down. Children at first cry esnd
weil in disspnointment, but then
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sccent this, believing pnarent's
promise, 2nd look forward to "when
we move and get a pupny." Faith,
hope, in parents' promiseE%eplity.
thouzh puppy not seen. Later, move
made and a vpuppy gotten, but faith
end hove gone, for reality replaced
it.

3. Christisn hove 2nd faith in
promise of overcoming of present
sufferings on much more solid base
than children's. Faith and hove
now, Then the move to the new
land of eternity where the beautifu
reslity is achieved.

Conclusion:
1, Present suffering is of 1littl

congequence to the christisn when
he comparestit with the eternal
happiness in which he believes =nd
toward which he looks and works.

2., As text words it, "the
sufferings of this present time are

not worth comvaring with the glory
that is to be revealed to us."







