
1ib~inture: Roma.ns ~; 18-25 . 

Theme : The Christian 1 s slight· 
suff "ring. 
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Pro"'lo~ition : Present ~uffPrin~ is 
of little consequence to the 
christian when he con....,,.,res it '·Ii th 
the eternril h:ro"'liness in uhich he 
believes . 

'.!.1ext : RonRns 8 :1:8 - - 11 •• the suf
ferin£·s of this nresr:.nt time [ll'e 
not ·rnrth con"'.>:"ring d th the plory 
th t is to be revP~lcd to us . 11 





Introduction: 
1. Sif ering is a univers~l 

ex~~rience: 

a. Pol~nd -- de~troyed homes 
and hungry children. 

b. Ja"Ot?.n -- A - bor~bs, floods. 
c. Our country -- dDOn:gth and 

dust storms, denression of 10 1 s. 
d. Grief ~nd npin pt loss of 

loved ones. 
2. The christi')n h s ~n pttitude 

tm·ra!d ?-11 this th.-.t nuts suffering 
in nPrsnPctiv~ ')~ ~ DessinF uh~ e, 
and not ~s ultirn~te pragedy. 

3. It is this Chri tipn Pttitude 
to rnrd sufferintr \rhich Seri "1turP 
disrus~es '"'Jld \le ·Fill ex!'lnine. 

I. ~hffp,rin~ is rP.~.l, i,.rhethnr 
s~tritunl pnd mor~l or ~hvsic~l. 

1. Ex~~ulP.s q_uotP in 'ntroduc
tion all accent PS real ones of 
uhysic~l suffering, Pnd could ~dd. 

2. MPn t.,l suff erinr; c rin c~uc:;"" 
nhysical suffering, or vice vers'). 

~. Jewish soldier from Czecho
c; slovakia (CpJn~ Cooke) uhose 
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f~nily Jmlrdered by Commun! +~ 

before his P. broth0 r 1 s e..,rt ~ · l ·. en . 
still children. Little cp.re ·ns 
bars , shi:tin~ for q~lves , drift
inc n bout Euroue, u c:;u:-- l ly hunp,ry 
~..n~ insuffic'~ntly clothed . 
Throur.h AT"leri(' -:in hP l Pt end of 
' orli1 W Pl' T entered AmPricn and 
~f ter rec1uisi te Army sF>rvice 
beca.mP c iti~Pn . RPndPred go0d 
servic 0 in St~te s ,nd in Kore~ , 
~nd ,,,, s T)~rsic ... 11. hcral thy . 
Could never forget murder of 
nnr .nts ~d subseauent ~ufferin~s 
of self ~.nd broth~r. \ ee,pn to 
think 11 ')round him ~GRinst 
hi~ nnd ~~lf entirelv innocont , ., 
nnd at times to h~vA v~olent r ges 
of nne~r and terror in which ho 
dis~lpyed unbeliPv~ble strenRth. 
Closed in locked NP w~rd , given 
shock treatmAnts . L~st saw hfm 
whnn doctorszsa i d nrognosis uoor . 
An_ e;rnmple 0.1. IDP.Il t::i.l Pilr!'Ui sh 
stronp,ly influ~ncin~ ,nd disturb
inf: nh~rsic:--1 1·rell- b 0 ing- . 

b . Ari one vho h')s closely ob-
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or exncr · C>nced "Oer~on 11'· ., 
a nerve · ous brepkdo,'ln or MPI :t~l 

• dis<bility kno1s thrt serious 
mi:int~l disburb ... nce~ ~re vrp·y ofter. 
of .... sniri tu?l t:iroe, concerned 
1i th rh·,t one congiders personPl 
fn.il·ires (the unp..,rdon~ble sin , 
etc . ), ~nd that the~P disturbpnce 
do pffect seriously the ~hysicAl 
self . 
J. LikA1isA, physic..,l tr~ubJes 

freq_uentl. • seen to inc1uc rn~n t ... 1, 
s~iritu~l, ~nd mor~l disturb..,ncAs. 

u. 9J.ffering. ~just ~s vi·id 
~d re .... 1 11hr>n suirit11f1l, Mor..,l or 
I!lent...,l PS ··hE>n strictly nhysicpl, 
, nd sor'le tir:iP s I!luch more torture sor.ie 
Mu~t think of ~iff ering ~s includin[ 
all t;roes . 

5. ~rip., v. 21, 11 bondae,e to 
decP3{, 11 refers to both the sY>iri tu~ 
?.nd npysical disintegr tion of lif~ 
we think. 

II . Slfferin is not endured bee.us 
we ,.,ish to exnerience it. 

1 . Scrinture : 



. 
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a. V. 20, in full. 
b . v . 22, in full. 

5 J 
23 II • d-C • V. -- ••• rT ')pJ'l ir.•:r-:r 1 y 

r-is ;e \v')it for ?doution ~s sons. 11 

? . B0ok Of JOb presents this 
idea vividi'Y' by portrn, in~ Job ~s 
n righte0us IDRll ,.rho loses f~,mily b 
depth, loses ue~lth r>nd all rironer
ty, ~nd is ... fflicted with boils ~nd 
illnesse~ himsPlf, ~ll as ~ result 
of .., nl ... n arr...,nged b~r God ~t the 
ch~llenP.e of the devil ~nd in order 
to test Job ' s f~ith. He surely did 
not chose the suffering-. 

3. a .... rd for us to envision the 
fathPrly 311d loving 6od in vhom ·re 
believe ~s doing such P thing. 

il . Yet, in long run Job CnPP. out 
better ?nd ...,tronger, and sufferinp.: 
nrov~d benefieial. 

5. PPrhPDS God does still inflic 
Su.ffering on His servnnts. 

6.~i~ture, v.2, gives this id 
7. We don't choose 9ufferin~ 

rs..., rule, ·ithoutx ~t least a 
f ...,irl.r CPrtain go<-'l ·rnll ·rnrtb the 
~rice beyon~ it, '"'S young couple 
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choosing to be narents. 

III. will be ov0rcom 
when peoule become sons of God. 

l. S:rinture: 
a. v. 2)-. 
b. v. 23b - 21.J.a -- 11 •• we Wt'lit 

for A.doption as sons, the rP.demo 
tion of our bodies. For~his 
hon"' ~ ·~ were spved. 
2 We don 1 t know suffering will 

be overcome in sense th~t we know 
the wood we kneel on for communion 
is h~rd, but we know it in sense 
of feeling and believing it on 
the basis of Christ's expm~le ~nd 
nromise. It is ~ mptter of fpith, 
or hone (to use the ~rin. term). 

3. Clarence MRcertney: 11 A numbe 
of ye~rs ago P friP.nd brought me 
from Austria a beautiful cprving of 
the Lord's Slpoer, cut out of 
mother-of-neprl. When I took it to 
P je~eler to h~ve it mounted, I 
told him that I thought it ~ould 
au~eAr to est ~dvant~e susnended 
o€p,inst a light, so all its colors 
and bea!i.tif'u.l figures. would be 
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rever·led. But his nr~cticed e~,re 

d h • d ll~TO 1 o o '"e d ..... t it , an P. s 3 1 , -; , 

this must be nounted PP.~inst ~ome-
thin'"'" dArk. 11 

"'" 

4. The Christiell faith s to th 
n~ture of th~ eternpl here[lftP.r 
m:ikes the uresent sufferings llbok 
~t?td~ indeed. The sufferings are 
thP. d~rk b~ckdrop .~ainst which 
the nrecious trea~vre s of eternity 
show uu best; sonshiu of God, 
brotherhood \·1ith Christ, reuni.on 
"ith loYed ones, ai."ld ;>ll th rAst . 

IV. F~it~, or hone, in redemntion 
to [" \·ond.rously fin~ etern[ll life 
is t'dhered to more n::i t ien tl,, ::ind 

I 

f...,ithfully: when one rP.~lizes the 
nriture of faith . 

1 . ~rinture, v. 2~b-2). 
2. Children wanting pupny. 

Parents deny it on grounds that 
1resent home location too tempor["r L 

Pnd nl:,ce too da.l'lgArous :for one, 
but promise one lfhen fmnil~r sP,ttles 
dmm. Children at :'irst cry l"lld 

-:,..,il in dis..,n1ointmPnt, but then 
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8Ccent this, believing "!)~>re 1 t 1 

c-o 

nromise , and 100k for ·rprd to 11
• rhen 

ue move ~nd r,et a pun.....,y . 11 Fpi 1::: , 
hope, in n~rents 1 nro~ise~e~lity , 
thoue .• uunny not seen. LPter, move 
made And n uup~y gotten , but f ith 
--nd hope gone, for reality renl~ced 
it. 

3. Christi8n ho~e 3nd f..,ith in 
nromise of overconine of nresent 
sufferings on much more solid bpse 
thpn children ' s . Faith pnd hone 
nou, Then the move to the new 
l~nd of eternity \··hpre the beau tifu 
re--lity is ~chieved . 

Conclusion : 
1. Pres nt suffering i~ of littl 

conseq_uence +0 the christi'Ul rhen 
hA comu~r s it with the etPrnal 
hanryiness in which he believes rnd 
toward rhich he looks Rlld !Orks. 

2. As text ·rnrds it, 11 thP, 
sufferin~s of this nresPnt timo ~re 
not worth cor.ro..,ring 1i th thP elory 
thRt is to be reve,iled to us . 11 




