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talents and abili.ties ·for church and · the kingdom · of God. 

Conclusion; ..,. 
1. !!he true Church of Christ 1a an invisible tliinP in ' 

' -q which ati .:i.i of - th~ ~i_,.,,~, persons bxadbw~xn•r•••s 
who are dedicated to ~ Christ as they understsnd ,Him ~4 His 
Wf!f¥1 and suQh folks are iri ~SJ\V . different ~churches. 

2. J t our local group, the church ve organize ... h~e, 
as a group working and worshiping, rejo~cing and grieving, 
is a place for real Christians. is a real cmu:c~. . 

3. As Pa-uf puts .itlt '· n~,thoug4. many, , ~- one body. in Christ; and .individuaily n;tember_s one of another. 11 • · • 
4. Each loc@J. chu-rch •- our church 1- Can be -a 'ijAit of 

'the one trne churca of Christ. · · ·. · , . 5. Mtq. God use us. that. we m~ be ,a churtjl which exi11ts 
for our own SP,iritueJ._profit and .for the introduction of · 
more and more people to the · ·JOY:S of Christ. · 
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Theme: !I.he church ~ Christ. 

Scripture; Homans 12: 1-8. 

~; . Bomans 12:.5 (RSV) -"We, though maey-, are one 
body in Christ, and individually members one of :another • ' I . 
Proposition; Eaah local church - .mi.£ church -- can 
be a ~it of the one true church . of Christ. 

• Introduction; . 
1. In Sept. 15, 1955• Christian '.tAdvocate Ip.lo, 27 & 31) 

. is . ~ ar1;icle entitled "What Methodists think of the Church, h by Gerald Myles,. a Methodist teacller end leader of Ireland. 
Tbe introduction to the article makes a good introduction fo~ 
our .theme todey. "The Church of Christ." The s~ory is about a minister visiting with one of his members who · had not been 
to church in a long time, and who argued that he could be 
a Ch,ristian without the church. !Ihe minister, during the 
course of the conversation, reached with the fire tongs into the fireplace .by .which they were sitting, and Pulled out a 

. coal and laid i. t on the rock fender by the fire placll'. A 
while later he called the atten&ion of his parish6nor to 
the coal, which now had grown gr97 and coU.. "A christian 
is like that coal, "he said. "He· soon loses his ·Warmth and 
enthusiasm when taken out of the church .. as the coal loses 
1 ts heat when removed· ·from the other coals of the fire." 
John .. Wesley once said 11 there is· no such thing as a ·solitary 
christian. ~e church is where christians worship and work. 

2. The old Congregationalists, according to the same art-
1 cle, used a term for the church that indicates what we -
believe to be the nature of the church~ . It is '"the gathered church."A1 churcb is a group of people 'gathered from the 
world by Christ. t 

·3. We have two ideas: (1) No one . can ,be ·a Christian by himself, and (2) a church is a group ·of those who have 
responded to Christ 1,s call, who know Him.- love Him, attempt to do His will. The church is a group ofp"W"U' 'Christians. 9 

4. We are thinking tod91' about the true Church of Christ 
--not a denomi~ation --~· what it is, what'it means to you 
and me. . 

""5· ' In Paul 1 s letter to the Roman Christians the passage 
which contains our Scripture and text, ~mans i2:1.Q81 is a 
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meaningful statement of , the nature of the church~ In this 

Scripture ,Paul.
1

1 doesn't use the· word "church, n ;ln1t ·he ls I 

wti ting t~ ·the ,church at Rome• and: throughout 1 the !whole. 

c. Th• peac~ emp\aals .churches, which specialize in 

social services -~- ·QJ.laldi1'n (or 11 Frien4s'), and Menn~ni tes. 

~ · d.· Churches wHich lbipaaaize a personal exp~rience ~or 

sSJ.v~tion . tm:ough Chr,is~M~;thodists . and! ~ap~ist t ... 
e• Churches in which worsh:iP is ecstat~c. enthusiastic, 

" I _ ~ I • i• ~ , 

Bor,>k or .. ~mans he is ~hinking 'ot Roman Christians,' or church 

members. Let1• s examine Paul's idea of the church. aspresene 

in our Scripture, 1and see·. it it' can help' us unde••teild the 

Church of Christ of toda.Y~ r. • - ; • 
end loud ..:~ 1~holines s" · groups; z Aswembly or· God. 

,.....,.-,) r •: ' Olnlrches composed mostly of '.. society' s ''upper crust'~ 

- E:Piscopalian, Presbyte~ian, cO~gregationaJ.. 

I. · ·The local church 18 a groYP of peop)e doing ·Oht!stiy ~" · ~· · • g~.:. Churches composed mo,stly of, poorer people ~Nazarene, 

things together~ ' • r :· ' ~ . I. '· ..;-hoiineSS ChUrUeS~ . ' ,. 

l. All of thein have_, cer~~in things ( in c?mmon:•' . _c:.; ·~ h. Churches composed m_ostly 'of r the 11middle-class"I• folxs 

• a. A belief' in Christ. • ~ · .i· .. ~-- Methodist, Baptist~, IAither~s t' etc.. . 

bi. Standards, such as Paul puts forth in verses l~ - 3 :~ 3. Yet, we believe real Christians are,' in ea'ch and all 

(1) fhe keeping of~ wholeso.me bodies.: ,since .they 5il of these, as well as:. in almrches .. with maey-_oth$r pgpular 

are necessary to spiritual worship and sei:vice (v.l). ~ distinguishing che~acteristics • 

. , (2) Differences in their standards from the surround- -t' 4. We also believe the.t the church most pleasing to .Christ 

ing world, differences in goodness and the seeking ' of ~v tri•s to minister to the most peop)e possible~ regardless 

perfection which iemonstrate God's will and their re- "~ of class - tries to reaqh all classes and groups of folks. 

ligion (v. 2). . · • 5. Each locfl church has a ~ontributiop. to •. make to the 

{J) A self-mo461t,- coupled with a confidence that :total Christian witness. regardless of where it pt1x•t1 

they can do what 'God wants ' them to do.(v.3). · fits into the soclal scheme,,. or regardless of its form of 

2 .. Each differs. at least in iome degree, from the other:r,\ worship. 

a. Paul gives ~•••• some of these differences. and 6. This line of thinking is of the essence of Method.ism, 

urges that the talents be used to the be.st of ones abilit -,. whose founder said "whoseever thinks that a Methodist is 

in v. 4 - 8. He points out (v.4) that ,ones abilities · ~ -a person of this Qr that opia:i6Dtl is mistake~. A ~thodist 

are indeed gift1.. , · ~·J is characterized by his: willingness to ~hink and to let 

b. In our case there are also differences of "gi~ts,u 
1 

think." la••'• 
'o:t abili ~iea: speaking. 1leadership, ' teaching, business.-._ ! I 7. We do have a special part. ,as Methodists. a message 

manual skills, etc •• \ · .- - I~ 'II... ' ; I ~ )-i of tolerance, en emphasis on personal · experiences of God 

xsat•axae•e•wz 

II .. f~~\')-~""~Th~ ._'l./i.itJ t\\" f>&~~ ·~si,n .. W\~f~~l\V; 1i through Christ. 

• 1. This is trtie ·of all human organizati,ons. They take - !I. III• Wij;jo1n the li:ree.t fram1nuu.:t of 
0

Cbrht1aif!llUY the1;11 ·1s a 

on certain charpcteristics which stand otiti Organizations place for our ;peculiar emnhasis. I 

exist which have •ommunity service, fellowship, sports, it l. Our emphasis is neither a liberal nore a f'undementalis' 

drinkingi hobbies, a worship, and .other ends and activities/( one, . though we have some of ~oth extreme~ and all ,shades 

as their tdts•inguishing mark, arid by which we know ,them. · of .bilief in between. Ol1r emphasis is, we repeat, ene of 

2. Churches, as human organizations, often assume certain tolerance and of ~1stian. experience. 

characteristics which set them apart, and by: wliich theyr mq 2. !ttt;1Mtwxnzxdnrzcln•enJt••ti:x'k•e;pxc•• As Paul empahsis 

be classified'-''~"\ICJ.~~~ro W,_· ~~u'~~ so we think, tha.t within the church should b~ folks who keepj 

a. Formal worsnip .coupled with laxD.essJ.:tovard socie1 ) clean and undefiled bodies, who stapd out from the 4egradi 

custom -- Boman Ca tholic, Episcopalion. . . and useless around them, who are modest but still have 

c. A claim that .its church is the only t!ru.e Ob;isttan I cobfidence in their ability to do Jdmti>h• xd•a••hx-1x~•· 

1 
chur,ch. -'- Boman Catholic, "Chrurc:h ·0£ :-~ • God's will as they glHd:l!et~Us?ta use the best of 
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