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_ talents and abilities for church and the kingdom of

Conclusions

A

1. The true Church of Christ ie sn invisible thing in

which akd ell of the wpirtiwx persons fwxmtixmfriisxsimrriss
who are dedicated to Christ as they understend Hin and His

way, and such folks are in many different churches.

2, Bt~ our local group, the church we organize here, ‘

as a group working and worshiping, rejoicing and grieving,

is a place for real Christiams, is a real church.
3. As Paul puts .itg , "we,though many, are one bo
Christ, and individually members one of another," .
H.Ea,ch oCce ] ChUYrchn = Bn De 8

ihe one tme church of Christ. |

5. Mgy use us that we mey be a church which exfsté

for our own spirituel profit and for the introductio
more and more people te the joys of Chrigt. :

éy, in

n of:

Jheme: The church of Christ.
m: Romans 12:1-8,

Text: Romans 12:5 (RSY) —-"We, though many, are one
bedy in Christ, and individuslly members one of another.

Pmpgg'igiogg Eaeh local church -- our church -- can
be 2 yunit of the one true churech.of Christ.
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1. In Sept. 15, 1955, Christien Advocate §p.10, 27 & 31)
is an article entitled "What Methodists think of the Church, f
by Gerald Myles, a Methodist teacher end leader of Ireland.
The introduction to the article makes & good introduction for
our theme today, "The Church of Christ." fThe ‘'story is about
a minister visiting with one of his members who had not been
to church in a long time, and who argued that he could be |
a2 Christian without the church. The minister, during the
course of the conversation, reached with the fire tongs inteo
the fireplace by which they were sitting, and pulled out =

. coal and laid it on the rock fender by the fire place. A

while later he called the atten#ion of his parishéner to
the coal, which now had grown grey and codll. "A christisn
1s like that coal,"he said. "He soon loses his warmth and
enthusiasm when taken out of the church, as the coal loses
1ts heat when removed from the other coals of the fire."
Jehn Wesley once said "there is no such thing as a solitary
christian. The church is where christians worship and work.
2. The old Congregationalists, according to the seme art-

~icle, used a term for the church that indicates what we .

believe to be the nature of the church., It is "the gathered
church." A church is a group of people gathered from the
world by Christ. \ : ‘

3¢ We have two ideas: (1) No one cen be a Christian by
himself, and (2) a church is a group of those who have
responded to Christ's call, who know Him, love Him, attempt
to do His will. The church is a group ofpmpm¥mx Christiens. S

h. We are thinking todey about the true Church of Christ
--not & denomination --, what it is, what 'it means to you
and me. o fihid P

5. In Panl's letter to the Roman Christians the passage
which contains our Seripture and text, gma.ns 123188, is a
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meaningful statement of the nature of the church.
Scripture Paul doesn't use the word "church," But he is

" w#iting to the church at Rome, and throughout the whole [

Book of Romans he is thinking of Romen Christians, or chureh
members. J
in our Scripture, and see if it can help us undeestand the
Church of Christ of today. : g4 i
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1. All of them have certain things in

.8, A belief in Christ. : f : :

b. Standards, such as Peml puts forth in verses 1 - 3:.[
(1) The keeping of wholesome bodies, since they

are necessary to spiritusl worship amd service (v.l).

. (2) Differences in their stendards from the surround- .-

commons:

&

Sk

ing world, differences in goodness end the seeking of
perfection which demonstrate God's will and their re-
ligion (v. 2). : .
(3) A self-moddsty coupled with a confidence that
they can do what God wants them to do.(v.3).
2. Tach differs, at least in dome degree, from the other:i,
a. Paul gives ihmsm some of these differences, and h

{|
e

urzes that the talents be used to the best of ones ebilityy
in v. 4 - 8 He points out (v.4) that ones sbilities N
are indeed gifts. +

b. In our case there are also differences of "gifts," 3
or abilities: spesking, leadership, teaching, business,??'
menual skills, etc.. | dit o oo kay oy Y

1. This is true of
on certain char. cteristics which stand outd
exist which have sommunity service, fellowship, sports,
drinking, hobbies, =mx worship, and other ends and activities
as their dissinguishing mark, and by which we know -them.

2. Churches, as human orgenizations, often assume certain
 cherecteristics which set them spart, and by which they may

Orgenizations |

be C13331f13dh“ M?Eﬁ'\' ;;.\.{ (P",i{' My TN ﬁ.;\\‘\k ¥ % E\)\s)
a. Formal worship .coupled with laxnes

custom —- Roman Caztholic, Episcopalioen. .
c. A claim that its church is the only true Christian

church -- Roman Catholic, "Church of Christ.? §€s§f¢m'
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toward social

» v;?;ﬁ&ﬁﬂiiﬁ

In this |=¢

Let's examine Paul's idea of the church, aspresen ‘?g%i
L “end loud —
/<" @ Churches composed mostly of -society's

v 4
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?,S —— Methodist, Baptists, Iuthersnsy etc..

" of these,

xi triss to
';_5 of
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c. The peace emphhss churches, which specialize in
social services —- Quekisesx (or "Friends’), and Mennonites.
4. Churches which emphasize a personel experience of

% galvation through Christé=' Methodists and Baptist.
e. Cmurches in which worship is ecstatic, enthusiastic,
"holiness" groups, Assembly of God. &

: “upper erust”
.-= Episcopaslian, Presbyterien, Congregational.

‘g« Churches composed mostly of poorer people -~Nazarene,

By

e

~“:holiness churehes.

h. Churches composed mostly of the "mi&dle—class“.folks

we believe real Christisns are in each end all

ss well as &n shnrches with many other popular

distinguishing characteristics.. PR i) 8 L i
. We slsec believe thet the church most pleasing to .Christ

ninister to the most peopde possible, regardless

class —— tries te resch all classes end groups of folks.

g, Each locgl church has a contribution to meke to the

3. Yﬂtp

‘gotal Christien witness, regardless of where it ixxity

£its into the sockal scheme, or regerdless of its form of
worship. : :

6. This line of thinking is of the emsence of Methodlism,
whose founder said "whoseever thinks that a Methodist is
a person of this or that opimiéng is mistaken. A Methodist
js cheracterized by his willingness to think and to let
think." #Esxz¥sExsaiizxiEwsrsx |

7. We do have a special part, es Methodists, = messege
of tolerance, en emphasis on personel experiences of God
through Christ.

1. Our emphasis is neither a liberal nore & fundementalis
one, . though we have some of both extremes and all shades

of bdléef in between. Our emphasis is, we repeat, eme of
tolerance and of Christian experience.
2. ¥ ‘ As Paul empzhsisze
so we think, that within the church should be folks who keep
clean end undefiled bodies, who stand out from the degrading
end useless around them, who are modest but still have
cosfidence in their ability to do wixixfuixdexaxdsx e xtien

God's will as they xitxmxtkmtrxtmismtsxz use the best of
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