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st peo~le say ~~~t their .~:="--
t, a.bove anything. 11 One person who 

says this is at least in ne~e and urofession 
a christian and church member. Yet he 
participa.tes very rarely in church activity. 

he gives to the church funds, it isn't 
, subscription, but strictly on free 

will offering ba.sis, eJld tha t couldn 1 t be 
ouch bec~use he is seldom where the off~Ting 
plate is passed. When asked for a pledge 
to the church he can't do it /because o:N'things 
he or his family must get, ~r because of the 
possible chance of losingj{is job --which 
he 1s held for yep.rs. Wh,n asked to pAr­

·cipate ir- church actii~iitties, he CP.n't 
it because he needs s me 1Jl.easure a.11d 

0Sunday is the only d fly hpve 11 (it 1 s the 
only day for worship of Gop., too, a.s a rule) • 

• 
t, this ·person is restless, discontented, 
d unhapny, There is no nur~ose in life 

bey ond being t:it the ,job regul~rly and 
s~ending the money made on uersonal and 
family needs and plea.sues. 
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~\'<\\11, • t t These are ~s that seem imnor an 

ueo""Jle who don't reelly lmow Christ: 
the ,io b and wha.t it can })rovide, -oleasure 
of a transitory e,nd profitless sort. There 

a better WPY· 

Th~t better WAY is kno~m, at least in 
name to most of the i.·1orld. 

An undefgraduate ministerial student 
was making a. talk on ·11Prpyer, 11 to a student 
groun. He ga~e the Vprious ideas on 
11How to Pray." He spent most of his time 
on the idee of a ~ hour prayer period early 
~ery morning. After building a ~ood case 

r this practice, he St!id something like 
this: ''I 1 m sure it works becfluse I 1ve heard 
im·1ort~nt peo"Dle who did it say it does. 

haven't tried it yet myself, but it works. 11 

nowin And do in . a.re differe.n t thin 

Th~ better auproach to life, which most 
of us know about but don't pra.ctice too 
horoughly is through Christ. Paul expres sed 
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in our ~in the words 11put on 

Lord Jesus Cbrist. 11 

· 4 

The term 11nu.t on the Lord Jesus Christ 11 

su~gests ~ person who puts on a garment and 
apuearnace is determined for better or 

se. 
~ ln the Moville, 11 It Happened on ~ftJ:i L.f?-~ 
~. 11 a tramp was -portrayed in unusual 
circumstances which ha~pened to him while 
he wa~winter}ng in a huge mantsion on 
F~, wintering there without 
lmowledge of either owner or police. For 
us, today, the thing to note is that when 

tra.nro wa.s dressed a.s a traJnp, he was 
~ very uicture of the typical tramp; 

but when he dressed in the clothing of the 
millionaire owner of the house (and the 

er's clothing fitted him perfectly) he 
ked like a wealthy gentlmea.n. Clothes 

certainly don 1 t 11maJr:e the man, " but they 
can give an oppeaxance which deceives many 
"':leo-ole. 
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To "rut on the Lord Jesu.s Christ 11 is to 
~ on a different apueBrance too, exeeut 
th~_t, unlike clothing, the appearance which fF gives to a person is that of the person 
~ as he really is all the way 
~ro~.).11 it is the real self showin~. 

To "put on Christ" and becone the type 
of real self into which this new spiritual· 
garment transfor~s one is not effortless, 
and it is not effortless to keep the garment 
which is Christ clean a~d neat upon oneself . 
As the work of cleaning ruid pressing mugt 
be done regularly to keep material clothine 

attra.ctive and uresentAble condition, 
o the one who :?U ts on the sui r i tua.l cloth in g 

which is Christ must do regular work to keep 
Hi clean ~nd pure presence. 

Paul, in our Scripture. And in the 
-ua.ssages which precede !'Ind follow our 
Scripture, gives instruction as to much 
~f the work that ~ust be done to keep on 
l"he clothing which is Christ. 
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Things which Paul says in our ScriDture 
uld be rut off or do~ away with when 

we put on Christ are: the works of darkness, 
:revelin1~ and drunkeness, debauchery and 
icentiousness, q_u.arelling and jealousy, 
ovision for the flesh to gratify its 

desires. 

Things Paul says to do when nutting 
on Christ are: put on the armor of light, 
conduct ourselves becomingly as in the day. 

~Dxx2krinf xub:ll:wEl!!:axtioot:DXi 
ui£x 

No single schedule of time or activity 
can be made to fit all persons who would 

11 ~t on Christ," who would -?U.t on the armor 
of 1 ight and conduct themselves b.eco~ingly 

s in the day. Since we I!lUst live one day 
t a time, it is well, though, to recognize 

that certain daily e.ctivi ties ~.re best 
done if one would conduct himself beconingly 

s a. Christian. 
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Prayer, Bible reading, meditation, active 
in~ of good, earning the daily wage, 

giving of one's wage to some work for God, 
caring for one's body, caring for family, 
clean and wholesome recreation. Surely 
11 of thse are tasks which rightly should 

claim the attention of each Christip..n every 
day. To each task some time ea.ch day. For 
each Christian his own division of the 
day's hours to include all these activities. 

:Be honest with self a.nd God. Strive to 
give no one activity tOJmuch or too little 
time. 

In a conversation about time and money, 
one man recently said, "my religion is the 
most expensive thing I have. 11 He didn't 

ay this in a grudging or regretful tone. 
e is not rich, but is comil'ortably fixed. 

He is liked and respected. He carries not 
only his job well, but carries ant( active 
load in his church, bein?. chairman of the 
oard of Stewards a.nd cousellor of youth~ 
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e gives l1oe~al.iy to the church budget. 
seems purposeful and ha:p-p-y, ou.t very 

usy. His remark:x reminds us that like 
all expensive things, his religion is his 
most valuRble asset because it is ex~ensive. 

This is nea,ring wh~.t we would call 
a~nropriate stewardship of time. imxkx 
:mx:txxoxU:Jnett~xiul!IJ'im:s 

The best stewardshin of time is achieved . ...... ...._. ....... 
by 11putting on the Lord Jesus Christ." 
T6 ~ut on the Lord Jesus Christ is to 
ado~tf such a -purpo~~f~!sJ_p;1~ ~~!1$it we 
strive to use our time~o -the ~91'-'t for Him. 



'The Father's Care 

--


