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l~troa_uction 
1. "Angel Unaware" is the name of a book 

Wl"i t ten som~ years ago by Dale Evans Rogers, 
wife of flXing of the cowboysn Roy Rogers. In 
it she tells of the experiences of her family 

,. and herself as they iirali: had born an abnormal 
child, as she developed, and as she finall,y 
died in childhood. The 11 angel unm·1are 11 was, of 

brought so much of understanding of life and 
course, the little handicapped daughter, who J 

~ its meaning to her family. .As one reads the 
book he can almost see the child's mother living, 
suffering, dying, as the child does so. One can 
almost experience the feeling of commuiidcation 
with God which Da1e Evans Rogers learned as she 
prayed on behalf of her child. 

· ..' 
2. Jesus, too, lived a rather abnormal 

-.,.life. His was perhaps on the opposite end of 
the intelligence and physical scales from that 
of the Rogers poor little girl. Jesus lived 
an example of good earthly life that has never 
been and can never be equalled. This Jesus was, 
~e believe, none other than the fleshly, earthly 
word of God. In a sense he was God on ea.r th. 
The life that he lived, including its hours of 
agony and persecution, make it possible for 
~ople today to be 11 alive to God. 11 Just as the 
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Rog~rs fapily became more aware of God than they 
e~er had through the life and suffering and death 
of their little daughter, so through the life and 
suffering and death of Christ anyone who will 
try can become alolare of God. 

3. This peooess of becoming aware of God, 
or alive to Him, would seem to be a matter which 

has two chief aspects. :'fk:e:x:f:i:xx 
(1) T!ie first aspect is that through Christ 

we may become aware of God. .As we become aware 
of Him we feel often tha.t we actually come into j 
His presence. To become aware of God through 
first knowing of Jesus might be thought of as 
being similar to the way a student mey become 
aware of and eager to learn about a new and 
interesting science because he first has gotten 
to kno~ a professor or scientist who alreany 
is in that field. Jesus is the one who intro
dueen one to a more full ' awareness of God 
and His total nature. 

(2) Not only does one become aware of God, 
as he gets to knm-.r Christ better, but God be
comes aware of Him. 'Illis process might be 
compared to a term that Jesus used of ten, 

to a !ather. A worthy, loving human father 
notices his newborn child, usually as soon 
as he can. A proud father can usually tell 
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ont anything that you want to know about his 
·new child. 

One proud father said to a friend of his, 
UNow tha.t you 1ve seen my new son, which side 
of the house do you think he resembles ? 11 

J 

His friend was a bachelor, and was rather 
embarrassed. .F\irther, being a bachelor, he 
didn 1 t know just what the question meant. 
Finally he answered, 11 Well, I came in the froni 
door and really didn't notice either side of 
the house." 

Of course, the father meant did the baby 
look like him or lts mother. The father al
ready was sure that the baby looked like him
self, I imagine. A loving parent is very 
much aware of the characteristics of his child. 
Much more so is God aware of the real person
ality of each of Jlis children. One is born 
lnew in life when he becomes aware of God. 
That rebirth brings him into the family of 
God, where God is fully aware of him. 

4. To follow this twofold Christian idea, 
becoming m·rn.re of lod, or alive to Him, and 
God becoming more aware and concdrned with 
his new-born child is our task today. 

I. The first idea, that of becoming alive to 
God, implies 'EE:at one rs= see]Jiig :bodi~e 
£0 snare the life of Christ. 
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l. A child who has rea~hed even the smallest 
degree of perception can note and react• to plea
sure or displeasure on the part of his father 
or mother, and react quickly. He shares, as it 
were, their pain and suffering. A child is us
ually grieved and shocked seriously by the death 
of a parent. In a real way, members of a family 
she.re their lives one with another. A child, 
receiving perhaps more than he can get give, is 

· very keenly aware of the degree of love and con
-cern for him which h!i.s pa.rents display and have. 
He is sharing in their lives xw:r;J: in a very real 
and intimate way. j 

(1) In a school essB\V on parents a small 
girl wrote: 11 We get our parents -vrhen they are 
so old it is very hard to change their habits." 
(Paul Hol.dcra.ft, 0400 More Snappy Stories 
Preachers Tell, Mo.a44). Many a child has no
ticed that, because children are so very close 
to, so very much aware of their p arents. 

2. A Christian is also very sensitive to 
the personality and life of Jesus. He is aware 
of the suffering and death that Jesus underwent 
f <r him. ls he rea,ds or hears of Christ's passion, 
or suffering, a Christian sort of suffers himself. 
This thing of suffering for another is caJ.led 
vicarious suffering, Tb.a t is what Christ did for 
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us, suffer vicariously. .As we feel pangs of 
pain when we ponder on the Biblical account of 
his 1-as t week, we are suffering vicariously just 
a bit. 

3. This attidue of suffering, this feeling 
of death within .as one thinks of His death, can 
bring a new realization of God1 s nature and 
power. .As you despair at the death of Christ, 
just as you despair at the loss of a loved one 
or friend, the relief and joy ahd gratitude shoulc 
be l'eal that you feel over the fact of the resur
rection. God helped Christ overcome death, and 
He will help my loved ones too, the Christian 
believes. 11 For if we have been united with him 
in a death like his, we shall eertainly be united 
with him in a resurrection like his," said Paul 
in the words of our Scripture. 

4. .An old hillbilly song has words that goo: 
something like: 

If I could but atone 
For the wrongs that I 1ve done 
To that silver-haired Daddy of mine. 

A child often comes to realize how much pain he 
hasr been to a loving parent. Sometimes he comes 
to the point where he makes some drastic changes 
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in his life, or in his treatment of ltlll.s pa.rent, 
to try to make right the disapointments and 
injustices. 

One who is a Christian loves Christ, and 
because of his love resolves to put away all 
that Christ would want him to put aside. Christ 
disapporves of many attitudes and actions, so 
that a Christian does not really want to do these 
things. 

5. Paul expressed this idea in these words, 
from our Scripture: "nxx±f We know that our ol 
self was crucified with him so that the sinful 
body might be destroyed, and we might im:m. no lon
ger be enslaved to sin. For he who has died is 
freed from sin. 11 

6. Paul keeps comparing sin, o'if' wrongdoing, 
to death. Death is a disappointing and meaningles 
thing if it~ is the ulitmate, final conclusion 
of life. Likewise, according to the comparison 
made by the writer of our Scripture, just to 
11die to sin11 ,jmct to stop doing wrong :f:u:x::k:Jle 
just for the sake of stopping, is pretty poor 
s tuf. Both death and 11 dying to sin11 need some
thing betterffollowing them, or they are rather 
pointless. 
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7. The Scripture \'Triter has an answer to this 
dil91111a. He writes, ":But if we have died with 
Christ, we believe that we shall also live with 
him." .As we understand Paul, to live with Chtist 
means to share his attitudes. ':Jlese include 
active living, attitudes of compassion, devotio~ 
to duty, love of God, service to ones neighbor, 
courage, and other attitudes. 

8. To become alive to God, through Christ, 
also means to live eternally. Paul writes, 
11 For we know that Christ being raised from the 
dead will never die again; death no longer has 
dominion over him. 11 

8. Here, then are some of the things that 
Paul has helped us find which are part of the 
life of him who becomes 11 Alive to God11 through 
Jesus. Through Christ we become aware of blt:lx 
attitudes and actions as he desires us to live 
them. Through Christ we become aware of the 
ejreat leangths to which God goes to help us. 
T.hraugh Christ we become lmptesMRJi" endued with 
a desire to please God, and we look to Christ 
as the example in how that is done. Through 
becoming alive to God we lose the greatest part 
of our desire to do the things we know to be 
wrong. 
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9. There is an even greater thing that 
happens as one becomes alive to God. It is the 
~:nmxm other thing we mentioned at the be
ginning, that 

II. To be alive to Qgd means that God becomes 
strongly aware of you. 

8 

1. A little girl asked her mother, as they 
were having dinner, 11 isn't this mast beef we're 
having?" 

"Yes, dear, why do you ask? 11 the mother said. l 
!he little girl turned to the minister they 

were having as a guest for dinner and said, 
11Daddy is such a tease. He s aid we would have 
old Muttonhead for dinner this evening." (Paul 
Holdcraft, n400 More Sna:p:py Stories that Preadher 
Tell," No. 85). 

2. A child shares such a large part of his 
parents• attitudes and activities that he becomes 
mu.ch like his parents in words and actions. Som 
times too much like his parents! 

3. A Christian living close to the heart of 
Christ is also close to God. lfso. as a Christian t 
know in your heart that God knows you and loves ~ 
you. As you know this you tend to take on more j 
godly Wa¥S of thinking and acting. t 
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(1) John D. Rockefeller, founder of the 

tremendous and well-publicised Rokefeller 
fortunes, took on some airs after he begin to 
make money. He Started raising a mustache, 
which was of reddish tinge, and he began to 
wear a silk hat, symbol of wealth and position. 
There was no other perceptible change in his 
manner of living. Tb.ere was also no lessening 
of his sharp interest in anything that conQern-~ 
ed the Standard Oil Company. There wqs, for 
instance, the matter of bungs. 

Bungs were used to stpp up, or close, or 
seal, the barrels of oil. In going over a 
batch of monthly statements from his various 
refiners, Rockefeller one time noted a discrep
ancy. He sat dotm and wrote the plant's super
intendent. 11 Last month, 11 said Mr. Rockefeller' 
letter, flyou reported 1, 119 bungs. Ten thou
~e.nd were sent you at the beginning of the 
month. You have used 9,527 this month. You 
reportm1: 1, 102 on hand. What has become of the 
other four hundred and ninety?ll 

Bungs cost a fraction of a cent apiece; and 
in the economy og ~andard Oil a fraction of a 
cent was something to be cherished. 
(Stewart H. Holbrook, 11 The .Age of the Moguls," 
as quoted by Gerald Kennedy in 11 A Second 
Reader's Motebook, p. 22). 

(13 A centraJ. artiiU:e of CJiri•tian faith is i 
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't';j@od is keenly ai-1are of each person, no matter 
·how insignificant he may seem, and that he 
is very much interested in every thought and 
action of each of those who have put their faith 
in Him through Christ. 

4. Panl had somethi:rg of this thought in the 
last part of verse 10 of this 6th chapter of 
Romans, when he said, lJpeaking of Christ, 11 the 
dea.th he died he died to sin, once for all, but 
the life he lives he lives to God. 11 

5. As the Cbr is tian at tempts to" live to God, " 
because he believes that thereby he is brinting 
pleasure to God, he realizes that he can not live 
perfectly. Everyone, even the best person, sins 
at some time. Nevertheless because he is so 
strongly conscious of what God wants him to do the 
individual Christian will not find his desire to 
do wrong things anywhere near as strong as it was 
before ho became a Christian. He is aware of God' 
will, as well as of his own desires. He is alive 
to God, in both senses: in knowing God,iad in 
feeling that God knows him and what he thi~s 
and does. 

COn.clusion: 
' 1. Paul summed the matter we 1 ve been examinin 

by saying, "You also must considera yourself 
dead to sin and aJ.ive to God in Christ Jesus." 
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2. Because of Christ, or in Christ Jesus, 

you as a Christian can feil yoursll becoming 
increasingly dead to wrongdoing as you become 
more alive to God. 
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S'0MMARY PRAYER for period at end of Sermon 

Eternal Fa th.er, whom we know through Jesus 
Christ, thy Word on earth, we thank Thee for 

12 

the opportunity to know !h.ee a bit better every 
day. For those days *hich pass wherein we waste 
the time so that we know thee no better, or per
h_aps less well, than at the beginning, we prczy
mercy. For those days in whtch through friends, 
through nature, or through the pages of Scripture 
we come to be more alive to Thee, we give Thee 
thanks. 

Help us, O~God, to think on thee more fre
quently, as 'Ihou hast shown thyself to us in 
Jesus. .As we become more aware of Thee, mey 
we realize ~hy ever.,-present love and mercy for 
each of us. As we feel Thee near mey we have 
less desire for wrongdoing. We would please 
Thee, because we love Thee. 

We would be aJ.i ve to Thee, our God and Our 
Saviour. In thp name of Tby Son, Jesus Christ • 
.Amen. 
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