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An i unto th~ ~i.nc_,el o: the church 
a:· the L:-ioJicecm~ write; TLe..;e tl_i_1c.,•-' 
sai t1: the .. men, the fai tLful ai.1:1 
trt1 ~ witness, tLe 8e__;inniY1~ :Y~- the 
ere .t:o:1 :->f (~o'i; 

I kr.or{ tl1~- works, th ,..t thou A.rt 
ne:i.tr. 0 r col-~ nor 11ot: I v.'JUl J thou 
wert coll or hot. 

So t\.en oecause thou a:ct luKeH:ArP.1, 
-=in :i ~either· cold nor hot, I vil ..... 
c0ue thee out of mv nouth • 

... "'""'ec31se t1:ou sa)·est, I aJn rich, 
;:i.nd incre :i.~ed with .....,oo i.:>, :ind l ave 
need of nothin_:; al"l 1 :~no.;e,::;t not 
th:.Lt thou .u-·t wretc.1e ..... , a!lL mis~r· .... 1le, 
:!!1J. poor , and olind, 011d n Jked: 

I colJ:1sel thee to ouy of me ._,o l.l 
tried in tlie f"ir 0 , th3.t thou 11ayect 
be rich; .... no wl it':? r .1.i:neni:, , t~ ....... t 
tlou maye.:it be clothed, ..:...-1 tJ.:i.t 
the st. ... ~me o:· thy na.Ke J.ne oo u.o no-c, 
-:~ppe·tr; c:ind anoint thine eyeo 1.:ritL 
eyesn.lve , th~t t1:ou ITI::l.yest oee. 

As y.1aI\Y s.s I love, I re Duke o....r1 i 

chasten: be ze J..o1ls t11e1·efore, :=ml 
re::~nt ... 

BeholJ, I ot_nJ. 1.t the dool·, :u11 
1-nock: :.f any m.::."'1 1..e ll' my voic~, 
a."'11 open the loor, I vill come ir. 
to l:irr., ~Jli will SU) "ith hir., ~11 
h'= with ae. 

To him th -tt over cometh will I 
gr·J....11t to oi t \,i th ~e in ny tl.Lrone, 
even ~s I al.:io overcame _121_ ·11J ..,et 
dovvn with mv !'ather in hi..., t1.Lro_!e. 

r2 th :..t h·1t an ear, let him hear 
YJh'"i.t tbe Spirit saith unto the churcL.-
es. 
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3 · Text: Revel J.tion 3: 19b. 
be ze~lous t~erefoie, 

Intro luction: 
1 . Tb.is _>assage <-tdlre oved oy t.tle 

, ·ri t'?.r to tte Christi u1 Church :J.t 
Lao rli c e -=t . 

2 ., :T qture of. the c i t;y of' L <l.O lie e .: 
a . GreA.t '::l.:1:1 rich. 

( 1) =:v ::n to the )C int th _-t it 
dis'J ~i;ied tLe helo o:i· the ef.!)'3ror - ~ 

\ 11en it W3..:3 lestroye i )y e .rth-
clt: ake in 60 A . D. 

(Z) It wo..., a oanti;:-1g ce~ltar·, 
f-:::-:lo 1s for tl:e rr:snuf:lcttn·~ of 
')l ':i.ck ·v100 l, c 2..r .Jets, an :l clotLe .s, 
P.l1.l h .~J a :'louriaLin_, .i.e ... tic .tl 
school. 

3- TLe writf::!r 01· the letter em
ph3Sizeo tl at Le is spe,U'\.in...., .. :.. t.14 

t1 c: 'l.l:thori ty of C ,riot (v . l·_)j 
"' 4 . Hi.s m2ssaec to t11e c ...... urcL of 

L o lice3.. s 1irl sev-2r:=-tl tLi:-15.:;, of 
~)ertinence to us today, l1er-e . 

-r 
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l I .. The wealth of the cit:,i, t1_e 
er:er£ith3.t had m·vle it a ce:c.ter of' 
traiie, lid not cone e al ::ro.1 t11e e~re 
::Jf the fai thfnl anJ. true wi tneos tLsi 
11-"'..tcew r ... er..ss th:lt ''!'3.3 fatal to the 
hi~)1est si~le of Lu,.iJJ1 ILtture (v. lE) . 

2 .. ·.,hat was true of the city vv3..S 
trusi of t1.e church.. Tl1e1·e W'lS .noney 
onQUfh to oU~~ort it~ enter)ri~es: 
'oJ... {._J .. .J., J:" 





it "!J.S ~O?Ul ~·ir .?.Dd 1ell sup._iorte.J, 
for it did not aet too hi~h 3. .Jt __ ri
jord of social or commerci cl life . 

3 . Relil:;;>iou,.;.J enthuGias.11 .1ac; cll-J'."":l.C
t~riotic of tLe n ..:..tives of PlJ.ry~ia, 
·~:roun 1 tLe city, Jt.,.t L 10 .lie~°" Wa,.:, 
a Creek cit:/ a; waC> ~,)ove u.11 t11.: .. t . 

a. ':i'"1he churcL A.do )ted a s )iri t 
J. ... 

of ace O~tEilO 1 ..... tion an ::1 of 0rO ..:1.J 
tJler .. tion, anj Wao 8uGirelJ >:>elt-

t . f'" j S3. i2_1e .• 
o. Prou,_i of its .:>re:::>ti~ e id tie • ;...> 

City, of its C~rJO otoli C tr .. li ti0,1.5, 
of it.5 ge .. eroo:i..L.~' arL1 de ,_lt.h, it 
hal neeJ. 01 nothing (v. 17)in its 

II . The abcolute re~ecti'J~l 01 reli ,i.Q.!] 
is Dr~fer~:ble to "t.1.e hoJ.f-ne trted 
L3.odicean exnressio:l of it. 

1 . There ib ho?~ ror the outoiler, 
but for tLe Chri.stia"'! wl o io . .;io only 
in n 7me, \!ho is car.tent with the 
comp8r~tive vv U'mt11 of J. reli._,ioJ.1 vhich 
is neither Lot nor colj, there i~ 
expressed the divine .ii3~i.1st . 

a . Dante 9.t the .:Sate 01 Hell 
helr.i11 sigbs with la:.1~nt.1.tionv anl 
loud moans." Vert:il ex_t!l ·ns th :it 
thi~ was tr ... e f 3.te of 11 t~1o:::>e who 
li vc; 1 without prai ~e or olame , 11 

th at tb=se L:10--iice3D neu~r _tl ...,ou.10 
\lere :1ri ven irorn hi:; .ven and. the 
de? th of Lell ,lo et:i not receive tlie·n. 

b .. In tL i. s me s sage it is ma 1 e 
cle'U .. that the \ve l tL !11.J. self
suffici.~nc~' of' Lqo lie ea are of no 
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avail, tr ... ough ::>y them the city w ,_.s 
rebuj 1 t after the e rtt.(~u 3.ke. 

III . There ia a ~old ref~~j of fire 
( v. 18)_,_ but it :.snot 1'"1il t.o the 
man \Vho comoromis-eb ~;ith hi,:; .:ioul. 

1 . The church th_t is rich tO\Jard 
God does not boa~t 2nout it. 

a •. Let Lao:licea buy ( )Ut 11 uitJ1out 
money and with.out price") the gol,_;.
en gift of a new he~-irt of fellow
GLip with CLri3t, for th t 1r.ea.11s 
tre ',;hi te ~·arm2nts of the .::i)iri:o
ual bodies, wherewi Lh the ri;l.iteous 
sl.iall be cloth..;d wlD.en the wickeu 
remain di semoo lied, anJ th 3.t gift 
brings wi tr .. it t11e vi,;:>ion of tLe 
thin.::;c tL.at ar·e un t>een and eteru :tl. 

(1, vf how much more value are 
these th~m the ooavted riches 
or the 3lossy olack cloti.ief,/or 
~he eye- salve which in the f::une 
of men m2de the ci t.y renowned. x 

IV. Tl.10ugh the reouke to the city is 
s~~r~ , it is fro:n one 'ho.::>e love 
inflicts the discj_olin.s_of suffering 
to win th em b 3.Ck . 

1 . So let them be ze~lou& l the 
ten.Se implies th .... t f2rver1t e ..... vhusi '.:tSm 
muot ')e a oer~ri:u1ent eleL ent in their 
Ct.ri sti a."'1 ch& net er, ·:tnd change 
tll eir r-1ind. 

2 . This a~Jeal is ~d e more inti
:nate by the picture of C.1-rist xcnock
ina .... t the d.oor of' the in ti vi -lual 
he ,_,_:i.rt ( v . 20) .. 
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a. I:ow courteous for the Lord 
of the world to citand at the ioor 
not -.Jre ~urninc:., t0 enter u11til ue is 
invited. Fr~1cis of Assisi saiJ 
"Go :1 is alway;;;, court :ouo :l.nJ Jo e.;;i 
not invade the orivacy or' the human 
soul." He who he?.!'kens anl 09ens 
will fiL·l c ... J.rist ootL 0 u.est ar1'"1 
ho st, an1 will in-ieed fin,j s. fe ;.J.cit 
there. The common mell i-3 in the 
Orient tl .. e syrnool for confidence 
an l affection. 

V. As the ~l:-urch at Laodicea, \le h lVe 

become lukev1arm anJ need reviving. 

1. In our cr ... urc.:Le'=', even in revi v
als, so-called, we count .1.1ooeo t,oo 
much ar:d s·::>ir-i tu al cJndi tio .. 1 too 
liittle. -

2 .. \,'e ~iT'e too confident thr.i.t we 
can cope with all oi tutations alone. 

3 .. ~le trust our mctter:i.al possession 
too much. 

4. We a.re too inter-e.sted in our
selves and not enot,c;;h .:;o in ot-1.ler..J. 

5. To solve e.ny of these, we need 
~~~r- fervent enthusiasm to brin; bac~ 
'And. in st all ainong us the Spirit of 
vhr:.st .. 

Conclusion: The lack of' perm 3...1ent 
religious enthusiasm in our church 
dem.mds a revi v3l of' true CLris't-
iani ty. 
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