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Homiletic al 1.Jni tv: Peal.ID 8 ..i 

Text: P,.;)aln. 8:4 

Tl..eme: \V11y God is mindful of u.an . 

' 

.1:roµo.:>itioll_: God is minJ.1·u1 o! Il1&n be'-au:3e man is the crovm 
of c.1.·e ·;.tion. 
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i .. uaience: P!'verage urban or SU'.),uro3ll Lund.::~y0morning con;;regq,t: on. 
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Homiletical Unity : Psalm 8 

ttQ Lord our Lord, how excellent 
is thy name in all the earth ! who hast 
set thy glory above the heavens . 
Out of the movth of babes and sucklings 
hast thou ordained strength bec8use 
of thine enemies , that thou might6st 
still the enemy and the avenger . 

"When I consider thy heavens, the 
work of thy fingers, the moon and the 
stars, which thou h~st ordained; ) 

"What is man , that thou~ful 
of him? and the son of man, thLt thou 
visitest him? 

"For thou hast made him a little 
lower than the angels, and hast 
crowned him ~ith glory and honour. 
Thou madest him to have dominion over 
t ¥e works of thy hends; thou hast put 
all things under his feet : A~l sheep 
and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the 
field; The fowl of the air, and the 
fish of the sea, and v.ihatsoever :passeth 
through the paths of the seas. 

no Lord our Lord, how excellent 
is thy name in all the e£irth t " 

Text: Psalm 8 : 4 : 

"What is man, thE.tt thou art 
mindful of him? and the son of man, 
that thou vis.atest him?" 
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1. When we notiC..s...Q11£....ule;:ji:;)1n6 s 
we are con~vr ~dned to a.s.K "what is 
m..21._ tJi::C-[OCiIS r.1i1i<J.!ul of him? 11 -

.t..>.i:Jrin~time em9haoize;:J our 0 ..... e-ci;e ... 1ness 
tno.re fore ibl~/ than ot!1er >':.le _i.30ns. 
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·-4- (3) l" •. r1y one of· trJ.e investig.;.i.tions 
ot n_ture, calle~ sciences, is 
relatively undeveloped. 

(a) Genetics, concerned with 
inher1 tance 01 ...>oaily char :..c
ter·iotics hao f'3.r to go. 

(n) Astronomy, 0ne o1 t.he 
moot Uoefu~ O~ the cCl.enceo, is 
rel..itivelv a darK i 1eld still. 

" (c) Chemi try ha.:. rvom for 
many mor·e development~. 

( i) my o.ne oranch of lbhese 
ocienced is la.q.5e enough to 
taKe all the attent,ion or' a m;:ill . 

(4) The hu Ha!l uiinJ. is c :lpaole 
01· delving will into on~y one 
oci-..nce or ! '1 e.Ld o:t' enJ.e~vor. 

(b) Yet our God naci i · vored us 
wi t.11 .•. ore .knowledge than other 
11 vi.r .. 0 thin..:> o. 

( 6) ~.hy i::; Gu J. oO min lfr'ul of m 3.D? 

4. In the eif=bth Psalm is 1·0un .1. t,he 
answer t.o t,hio yueotion. 

a. Man is shown tnerein to be 
the "croV<m of creationri - tne highest 
development of Gou'o creacion -, 
in s;ii te of hio evident inciigni1'i-
c ci.IlC e. 

b. Becau:se man id t.he crown of' 
cre3.t1011,_God is rnindfuT of' him:-

(1) As an artii:;)t, loves an~1 

protec-Co LJ.is 0 r-e ·1.t-eot ~.JJr.r\. the 
mo ..:>t, bo God woul'-1, to oe true 
to the nRture o1 thin~o which he 
h~.J created, prot.ect, and care ..1.vr 
m~~, his greateb-C creation. 
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'!..b- (2) As a mother loves most the 
chil-1 tha t t3.KeS moot of· her time 
and care, so Goa careo most for 

' 

man on wrJ.orn lfe hao ci_t>ent his great
est creat1 ve e1'fort. 

c. It. is necessar·y, t.hen, to 
consi~er vii t.h the pba . .u.nio"t. w11erein 
..n..,n io tr1e cro ~m of ere J.tion, !or 
if he i~ the crown or creation, God 
is mindrul 01· him oecauoe 01· tn .J.t 
fact. 

I. Man is maae in tne im%e 01'. God. 
As the po al..!rd st ,tJUto 1 t: "For th0u 
hac t rnade .nim a little lo 1111er· t.h .:m 
tLe aDe)e.lo, and naot. crovrnea him with 
c>lory anu honor." Evidenceo of nan's 
sirnilarity_j,o God are: 

3.. Animals and otHcr .Li vine, thin3 o 

' th:it ouild, which is in a sense 
creo.ting or makin6 , do oo accor:ling 

o certain ~et pdt.t..:r .. ~o. Only m2.n 
decign - the vrue work of 

c a"t.1v::i.. Ly - t.11c:. v whicl.1. he makes. 

/_ ' f 2. Mm n2J::> tl.te }';i:Ct 01 and c aoac i tx 
lor love. ----

\ 

a. The . ..iost often-pointed-to 
earth.Ly love ii:) ti.1.1t 01 ... ovthers. 

o. True love, in t1J.e ,C J.riotian 
' sence 2 is_1.bMlk.inc; .o~~act111g 
\ f 'or ;@it~~s:f'in'Jterm~ :;>.l on~glf. 
- ,ft")/. iv'\'} I /{/~ ' 

,1../~µ ' y JAy 
~ii~;·~~· /~-r;,; 
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c. In_2o >:)Sessin'=- "Lnio type of' 
lo~ma.n i& like tl.1.e God !'~ 3.le 1 
ox._Chriot. 

( 1) ,.Jl'J ::>eemint;, bacril'ic i 'il 
3.C"t..~ of c .. nim. :;;J_o u·e 1n;;>tinctive 
r J.tt1er t!1an ratiund.l, ::..nd Lnere
rore not, GoJ-liKe. 

greateoL deoire ib 
J.11·e. 

o. Tl1e God of' t;hri,;,t,ian1ty, a 
lovin6 Fat!1er, wou..L.J no"t.. enJ.ow wan 
vi th one great, deoire o.uJ..y t0 
isaoooiint him • ... ... 

c. Thu;;. we may at>.::>ur.ae that man .. do,\ h dve etern3.l lile. 

d. In pO&;:;>eo-=>illc, thi.:i eter·n-::tl 
life \ man ib oimil .r· Lo Go-1, and is 
SUJ_)erior "t..O any ot11e1· J.lvinc, tnin0 d. 

II. Man has -I.92£linioQ_~L..Jd!e things 
oi ttie e:t!'th. "Thou • .iau.e.,)t nim LO 

1L:tve aomin:i.o.u over· t.ue vv-..J .. C.£ .. ,.;;; 01 thy 
haudb ·, th0u h ao t JU t ctll tl.1.in,:: d under ... ......., 

his f'eet. 11 One tl1ut no.o u.owinion 
over anyt11in0 io U>:;)a.Ll.Y >:>L:J_)~rior t,o 
tH.:.tt w11ic11 l.1.e dowi11 -i te o. .1..~ ... .u1 L .. ~ 

• _§U Jerior t,Q_ 0-'-1.,bh:r earthly 0..S2...:!:il.c::...e_in 
these two~ .cn,1 <nther, a>:J,.?e~. 

1. :Man, unl:i..ke 0L.l""~1· o.nirnals, hao 
"t.,L.e po ~1ier ul reE..e_Qn. Thl..:> ohOWb U J..) 

in 111 his a.c Gl.o.us, mOA.ing a continual 
contra>:;)t w1 th -anii•"lalo • 
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a. l\eason ol!OW ) ln LlJ.11 1 S Uve 01· 
his OO-.J.ily H!emoer...,) i.n ~ervir...LD r.i.1111. 

(1.) 0W.>- 01 t,.i:1e iHOUA-eyo oeine; 
una.:>le to iJUt more vvoo..i on the fire 
ceca.use tney haill..1' t tne _t)Ower of" 
reab.J!l. 

o. It ena.)J..es Dian to oatisfy 
nis c~riotiity wit~ u~~ ~ fewer or 
hio sensory orgJns. 

c. In all phaoeo uf .Life it ~ho\1io. 

2. li~Ih ao a.11 ai.Li!n.;;.l a0ov~ otl.LeI' 
imals 1 has the aoili ty to control 
' ral ure-{e~ a.nu. i.L1.:>tinct.s . 

Ms distinguishes him f'rom the animal 
orld and .u1Q.kea man's civiliLial-ion 
ossiole. 

a. By this ability he can resit 
expressing ant~onism to others in 
forms of violence. Q) 

~' ·ri l'--
rl 1 b. By this ability he J.b aole 
~ to establish a home, which i:,;. the 
o _ oaoJ..:::> of our ChriBtian society. - ---- __./' 

onclusion; 

1.. Man ii:; the crown - or highest 
evelopment ~ of God',;; ere at.ion. 

2. Hence, God is mindful ot· hlHI. 

3. 1.1an , thuo, 1 .. a.s every re :iSOn to / 
.i';l vvl th t..1.e _t)o~lmist, "O Lord our / 
ord, ho-v·v excellent io thy n ~:une in / 

~ l.l t.he e §th." 
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